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UEETING  OE  PABLLUfENT— The  Pisuamsnz  opened  by  Commission, 
dtt  S<otti0  {tontnttefenent*  Sptecfr.  . .  .  •  1 

Sat  Eibsi  in  FABLUMmrr—The  EvI  of  Oadogan*  after  the  Deitii  ttf  his  father. 
Took  thx  Oath — The  Archbishop  of  Bablim 

Boll  of  thx  Lobds — Garter  King  of  Arms  attending,  deUvarsd  at  the  Table  (in 
the  nsnal  Manner)  a  Lut  of  the  Lords  Teaporal  in  the  Semth  Seiaon  of 
the  Eighteenth  ^liament  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Select  Vestries— Bill  pro  forma,  read  1«. 

9ClilKf00  to  Het  fSL&jtgbgi  on  tj^e  Eotlw  (Setmisssiams'  Zptt^, 
The  L(Hti»  GoHHisBioirBBs'  Spxech  reported  by  the  IiOBd  Chancxlu>b->^ 
An  hnmble  Address  to  Her  Kajesty  nwved  thereon  by  The  .Earl  of  Chariemont 
—(the  Motion  being  mmdei  by  Th»  Lord  jBm^A^)— end  after  long 
debate,  Motion  agrem  to      . .  . .  , .  . .  7 

Chaibhak  of  CoiacrnxBs— The  Lord  Bkdbsdalx  wpointed,  Ifemne  jDiuentiente, 

to  take  the  Chair  in  all  Committees  of  this  Sfoiue  for  tins  Sessioiu 
Coiaiiiiis  von  PArriLiaas — ^Appcunted. 
BuB-Comrm  i«b  tes  JoumAija — Appointed. 
Amu*  Ooioczixn— Appointed. 

COMMONS,  TUESDAY,  VEBSOABX  7. 

KSW  WUTB  ISSDXD  BITBIVe  TEB  XBCBBB  .  .  S9 

New  Mniias  ewoav  , .  . .  89 

FBtnuwis— OrdW-A^  That  a  Committee  of  Frivileges  be  i^pointed. 
Outlawries  Bill— BiU  <•  Ar  the  man  •flbetul  preroitieg  OlMdntto  OntkwriM,''  na4 1«. 
Nxv  Warn  obikebxd  , .  . .  . .  . .  89 

Eotlw  CommfSii«tuc«'  Bpt^  fVfwrM— Besolatum  fbr  an  hnmble  Address 
thereon,  moved  by  Sir  mdworfh  TTi/Kmon— (the  Motion  being  ttmiei 
b;  Ur.  Bmhury  IVaey)      . .  ,  *  . .  ..40 

After  loDg  debate,  Motion  agreed  ^.—Committee  (pointed  to  draw  up  an 
Address. — Cominittee  nomauUed  [Zut  of  Mmhere). — Lords  CommissionerB'' 
Speech  reMred  . .  . .  GCDqP^ 
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and  Maanfectnrea,"  in  order  to  insert  the  words  "  we  regret  that  the  general  condition 
(tf  Irehad  eannot  be  regarded  as  prosperous  or  latitfiwtory,  and  that  moltitndes  of  the 
Inbatutaatf  oontinae  to  emigrate  to  fbnigo  coon  tries  through  the  want  of  remnneratiTfl 
emidoTment  at  home," — (M*.  SeuUy,) — inatead  tliereof  ■ 

After  debate,  Qaeation  put,  *'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  said  Address"  —  The  House  divided;  Ayes  67,  Noes  12; 
Majority  66 : — After  further  debate.  Address  agrted  to 

Uortgage  Debentures  Bill— iVtfMn^  and  read    [BUI  No.  l.]    . .  92 
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LOBDS.  THCBSDAT,  FBBBUABT  9. 
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COMMONS,  THUBSDAY,  FBBBUABT  9. 
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"four,"  in  order  to  insert  the  word  "  three,"— (Jfr.  Charlet  Fartter,)— 
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Member  of  the  Committee  not  less  than  two  dajri  preTWoi  to  ita  aisembUag."— 
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mittee : — list  of  the  Committee  , ,  , ,  , «  212 

Priaona  BiU— 

After  long  debate.  Bill  oedmi  to  be  bro«rirt  »  Vt  iStr  GmtwA  Mr,  Baring  213 
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•Gtune  liloenoes  (Ireland)  Bill— 

VUii^  fw  liMLn-^iSir  Bahrt  JS^etl)  .«  .«  224 
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Baaik  Hotea  Isaoe  BtEL— Bwolntioiu  rFcbmary  10]  reported:— ordered:  nadl* 
[BUimi         "T  ...  «  ...  tt4' 
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Small  Benefleea  (Izelaad)  Aet  (1860)  AmendinnLt  BDU-CSVr  ^.  Caimey-itrdered; 

rMHll»[Bmi8.]     ....  «  .»  ...  226 

Jhtldin  Lttmuitittiial  Sdiihitioft  (1866)  BUM^  AM  Pedh-mbreii  mi  l« 

[BUIW.]  ...    ^  ^  226 

Lud  Oabwtimi  Bffl-^Xfr.  A^y-or^md, 
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Ckmtedkr)    . .  . .  S26 

Ajucits  of  ihk  C^KszuuLiBT  (IsxLjt«D)'"Fetition— (2^  JE^Z  ^Xtfifrd^)  ,«  227 

Mb.     H,  D'asot  Ibtih— Addrow  for  Correapondeiw»--(7%«       ^X»dn«)  2^0 
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Answer,  Mr.  Layard  . .  ^ .  « .  . ,  234 

SmKA  CtwPAirT  Dins— Qoeetipiu  Mr.  Clay ;  Answer,  Mr.  Milner  OSSmm    .  •  384 

ICxnnuL  OmoDs  »  Pom  Law  Unowa  —  Qneation,  Hi.  RiAttd  Lo^; 
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Cz<OVPBIE8T,  &C.,  BeMEFICES  (IbELAVD)— ChUBCH  pATKOlTAeE  (IbBLABS) 

Motion  for  Eetttras— (3ft-.  SetUh)  . .  .  -Digitized  by  GoO 

AAer  debate  Motion  amended,  and  agreed  pt. 
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Banknmtcy  and  Insolvency  (Ireland^  Act  Amendment  BUI— ^^T^f'ffVrtaJ^ 

-«tkered;  read  1-  [BUI  3*5         „.  .«  ..pig  tzed  by  ^^t^Ugd*: 

VOL.  CLXXTII.   [iBnts  suua.]        [  0  } 
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Indnstvial  EzhiMtioiu  BQl— Rawlatioii  in  CoiniiiUtee-{Jfr.  onferw^;  nad  1* 

[BUlSe.]  ...  ...  „  ... 

Ohiiroh  BatM  CommutetUm  Bill-(JA>.  StvOtgauy-oriitrtA;  rnd  !•  [BUl  M.j    . .  564 

COMMONS,  VEDNESDAT,  FEBBUABT  33. 
Private  BlU  C!o8t8  BiU  [BiU  7]— 
af«)*i,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2", "— ( Jtfr.  Seourjieli)       . .  . .  664 

Alter  debate,  Motion  (uned  to  .—-Bill  tead  2*;  and,  after  fiirther  ahort  debate, 
committed  to  a  Select  Committee (ifr.  MUiur  &^tm)  .—List  of  the 
Cnnmittee    , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  676 

Velony  and  Uiademeanor  Evidence  and  Practice  Bill  [Bill  31] 

Mm3,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2","— (Jfr.  Dmman)     . .  . .  676 

After  short  debate.  Motion  i^Mi  ^;~Bill  read  2°;  and,  after  further  short 
debate,  emmUted. 

AfflmutioiU  (ScotbUld)  Wr-ii^- Edward  Crauftird)-trrd«red     .»  , .  fi79 

LORDS,  THUBSDAY,  FEBBUABY  23. 
DxsiBSss  js  THX  CoxioK  ICuniTAOtuxiire  BisiBicn— Mb.  Fibkaix — Obserra- 

tions  {Earl  IbrUtew)  .—Short  debate  thereon  , .  . .  680 

Nosrs  Wxsi  Tebbitoet,  BBinaH  Nobie  Akkbica — Question,  Lord  Wham- 

difb ;  Answer,  Earl  QzanTiUe  . .  . ,  . .  683 

COMHOKS,  THUBSDAY,  FEBBUABY  33. 
CoHTBOTXKntB  EixcnoNs— Chaibmeh's  Faitbl  . .  . .  . .  689 

PiecadiH^  and  Park  Lane  N«u>  Boad  BiU— {by  Ordar)-^ 
Motion  made,  and  Question  nrcwosed,  "  That  tite  BiU  be  now  read  a  second 
time"  . .  . .  . .  . ,  689 

Amendment  propcned.  To  leave  out  the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  Uie  words  "upon  this  day  six  months," — {Sir  Jaou$ 
Fergtu9on) : — Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now*  stand  part  of  the 
Qaestion. 

After  debate,  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdnnm :  —  Main  Question  put, 

and  agrnd  tot — ^Billtead  S",  and  eommitted. 
Gbsbtwich  Uimnr — Ciasa  or  M&bt  Mobiabtt,  Jvlu  Hakhof,  ahs  Oiobbs— 

Question,  Mr.  Magoire ;  Answer,  Mr.  C.  P.  Tillien  . .  696 

Madus Ibbiuxiok  CoHfAiTT — Question,  Mr.  Smollett ;  Answer,  Sir  C.  Wood. .  698 
PuaoBKBS  IV  Kxw0izH — Questicm,  Mr.  Locke ;  Answer,  Sir  George  Grey  . .  699 
Sooioa  Mkbtoat.  PBAcnnonBS  — QuestioOf  Mr.  Black;  Answer,  The  Lord 

Advocate      . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  699 

BiexirT*B  pABK — Bkiikis  over  tee  Canal — Question,  Mr.  Harvey  Lewis; 

Answer,  Mr.  Cowper  600 
Cowxs  TsnnxT  Fnoxs—Qaestion,  Mr.  Clifford  ;  Answer,  Lord  C.  Paget  . .  600 
'Waibbwobxs  and  Bsbekvoxbs — Question,  Mr.  Ferrandj  Answer.  Sir  G.  Gr^, .  600 

Oonrta  of  Justice  Building  BiU  [BUI  61— 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propped,  "  That  Kr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chsir."— (Jfr.  Attorney  General)  . ,  . ,  . ,  601 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  fVom  the  word  '*  That"  to  the  end  of  the 
Question,  in  ordor  to  add  tiie  words  "this  House  will,  upon  this  day 
month,  resolve  itself  into  the  said  Committee,"  instead  thereof: — {Sir 
Henry  WiUougKby) :  —  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

After  short  debate,  agreed  to.— Main  Question  put,  and  e^eedto: — ^BiU 
eoneidered  ia  Committee : — BiU  reported. 

OoortB  of  ^hutice  Oonoentration  (Site)  Bill  [Bill  ii]—  ^  i 
After  short  debate,  Bill  resd  3",  and  eommttod  to  a  Select  C9mmitMa>QIM  I C 
of  thA  Committee  ..  ..  607 
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Bank  ITotes  lieMnie  BiU  [BiU  12]- 
Hotion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  Thai  the  BiU  be  nov  lead  a  aeoond 

tine."— ( Jfr.  OkmMtr  of  ih$  SxAtfuw)  . .  . .  60S 

Amendment  raoposed, 

**TolwTeont  fr«m  the  word  "That"  to  theendof  tboQtmtion,  in  order  to  add  the  wordi 
**  it  is  Mpedient  to  inquire  into  the  worUog  and  efbots  of  the  Acts  7^8  Fiet,  o.  32,  and 
8  &  9  V\ct.  o.  88,  regnlatiDg  Banks  of  Issoe  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  that,  in  the 
meantime,  the  Second  Raadiog  of  the  BiU  Iwfore  the  Hoasa  be  postponed,"  — 
{liSr,  Buehcman,) — instead  thmw    ...  •..  ...  ...  QOS 

QnesHon  pzopoaed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Queetun.*' 

After  debate,  Amendment,     leave,  mihdrtmn .- — Main  (^lestion  put,  and 
«t^iwd  to BiU  lead  2",  and  emmiiUd  fbr  JKwKZiiy,  Uaioh  16. 

Eleotiou  Petitions  Act  (1848)  Amendment  Bill  [BiU  19]— 
After  short  debate^  BiU  eofmdmd  in  Committer  and  Beported  without 
Amendment  . .  . .  . .  . ,  . .  632 

Writs  Begistration  (Scotland)— Motion  for  leave  {The  Lord  AchoeaU)  68S 
After  short  debate,  Motion  agrwl  to  ;— BUI  ordered;  read  l**  [BUI  41.] 

LORDS,  FBIDAT,  FKBEITABT  24. 

Attorneys  and  Midtm'  Bill— 
BiU  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Attorneys  and  SoUoitors— jMwmfot^  and 

read  Lord  Chancellor)  (No.  15.)  . .  . .  . .  634 

Patent  Bzshtb  —  Shxpabd'b  Fateki  Bnx  —  Wbiqet's  Fatent  Bill  — 

Obserrationc^  Lord  Bedesdale  . .  , .  635 

Ifontovouxur  SiwAas— Bisobi  ob  xhe  Sblrot  Goxmittei— -Obserraticnu^  The 

Earl  of  Longford ;— Debate  thereon         , .  . ,  . .  686 

COMMONS,  FBEDAY,  FEBBITAEY  24. 

Liverpool  Lieennng  SHI— {by  Ordw) — 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  tiie  KU  be  now  read  a  second 
time"  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..642 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  oat  from  the  word  "  That "  to  the  end  of  Q»  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
*' the  granting  of  Lioenoes  for  the  sale  of  intoxioating  liqnors  is  a  snbjeot  which  ought 
not  at  present  to  be  dealt  with  by  mj  PriTate  BU1,"--(Ja-.  Zawion,)— instead  thereof. 
After  debate.  Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question,"  put,  and  negatived: — ^Words  added: — Main  Question 
as  amended,  pat,  and  agreed  to, 
Retolvtd,  That  the  graaUng  of  Licences  for  the  sale  of  intoxioating  liqaors  Is  a  tabjeot 
whiob  oai^t  not  at  present  to  be  dealt  with  hy  anjr  Prirate  BUI. 

ImoA—KATzaAxzov  or  the  Godatxst— Qoestion,  Mr.  SmoUett ;  Answer,  Sir 

Charles  Wood. .  ..  ,.  ...  668 

Tax  BiTEB  Plate— BxuiL  ass  TTxtouat— Question,  Mr.  Maguin ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Layard   , .  . .  . .  . .  , .  658 

Bixnia  or  Mrass  abs  Tocbkb — Question,  Mr.  LyaU ;  Answer,  Mr.  C.  P.  "ViUierfl  659 

Cafeaiv  Sateb's  Lifeboat— Question,  Sir  John  Hay;  Answer,  Lord  C.  "S^^t  659 

Tbe  Ballot — Question,  Ifr.  Berkel^ ;  Answer,  Sir  Oeorge  Grey  . .  660 

Ikelahc — BiTBB  Sha^ov— Question,  Colonel  French ;  Answer,  Mr.  Peel    . ,  660 

UnrxD  States — Fassposx  Ststu— Question,  lb.  Wattis;  Answer,  Mr. 

GardweU       ..  ..  ..  ..  ..660 

SoPFLT— Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  Thpt  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 

Iwetteduuxi"-  oi„.edb,  Google 
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SoFPLT— 0<anmittee— MtUtnM^. 
State  or  Ibelaas — Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That "  to  the  end  of  the  QnetUon,  In  order  to  add  the  wordi 
"  thii  Home  obserreB  iritb  regret  the  deoline  oF  the  population  of  Ireland,  and  will 
readily  support  Iler  Mtyetty'B  Government  in  anjr  well-devued  measure  to  stimulate  the 
profitable  empIoTment  of  the  people," — (Mr,  ^tftuMfjy,}— instead  thereof  ...  661 

QneBtion  proposed,  "That  the  woxda  propoBod  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 

the  Qaeation." 

After  long  debate,  Ifolion  made,  and  Qaestion  propoeed,  "  That  the  debate 
be  DOW  adjourned,"  —  {Mr.  Maguirt ;)  —  Hotion  negative :  Debate 
resumed. 

After  farthw  debate,  Debate  e^omnud  till  M/andag  next. 

Yaluatiov  of  Ituiiw  Aim  HxBixAaBB  (BooTLiin))— 

Select  Committee  amnmied  {Mr.  JMy)     . .  . .  78S 

And  on  March  8,  Select  Committee  nomitutied.    [See  p.  1364]. 

Game  Ireland  (Bill)— <'Sir  Bervei/  Bruegy-crdered  ;  read  1"  [Bill  43.] 

Shee^ete.  FrotectUm  Ireland  (BS]I)—(5u'  Fredtriek  B^ygate)  trdmdj  read  1* 

LORDS,  UONDAY,  PEBBTTABY  27. 

Soaeh  River  Fithtry  Bill — 
Moved,  "  That  the  BiU  be  now  read  2*"       . .  , ,  . .  7M 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to: — Bill  read  2\ 

Skwaok  Maihtbe — ^Bkfobt  ov  THi  Sblbci  CoMMma— Bxplanatirti  {The  JBml 

o/JSmm)       ..  ..  ..786 

Patent  Bights  —  Shbpasd'b,-  Wbight's,  ahd  Spencsb'b  Faikhts  Bills — 

Observationa  {Lord  RedesdaU)  . .  , ,  , ,  736 

Tbanspobtahoh  to  AmiiBAiiA — ^FetitionB  (Xonf  Tauf^)       . .  , .  737 

Fdbuo  Bbookds  sxlating  to  Ibiukd— Tee  Casxw  ass  Cabtx  BBOonDS— • 

Qnestion,  The  Uarqaess  of  Clanrioarde ;  Answer,  Earl  ChranTille         , ,  741 

Opposed  Feitatb  Biu*— KesolutionB  as  to  Fetifaoners  against  FriTate  Bills  {The 

Chairman  of  Committeee)     . .  . .  , .  . .  74S 

COMMONS.  MONDAY,  FEBBITABY  27. 

Great  Ymmouth  Borough,  Eaven  and  Port  Sill—{hj/  Order) — 
Motion  made,  and  Uuestion  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

time,"— (5m-  Benrg  Straceg)  . .  . .  . .  744 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leare  out  the  word  "now,**  and  at  the  end  of  the 

Qaestion  to  add  the  words  "  upon  this  day  six  months,"  {Mr.  Warner:) — 

Qaestion  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now'  stand  part  of  the  Question." 
After  debate,  Question  put: — The  Hoose  divided;  Ayes  129,  Noes  17; 

Migority  112:— Main  Question  pot,  and  agreed  to: — ^BiU  read  2*,  and 

oonmitted, 

NvKBBB.oF  TEE  Asxr— Qoestiott,  Colonel  Gilpin;  Annrer,  The  MarqneM  of 

Hartington    . .  . .  . .  . .  , .  746 

Fbisok  Libbaubb— Question,  Mr.  Hardoastle;  Answer,  Sir  Oeorge  Grey      . .  747 

TrrLBs  TO  Lash  BBetsraAnoir  (laiuim] — Question,  Mr.  Scully;  Anairer,  Sir 

George  Grey  . .  . .  . .  . .  , ,  747 

Subsidy  to  the  Ateioah  Meecoasts'  Cokpaitt — Question,  lb.  White ;  Answer, 

The  ChanoellOT  of  the  Exchequer  . .  , ,  , .  747 

Ska  Fxsbbbzbs— Question,  Mr.  M'Mahon ;  Answer,  Mr.  Milner  Qibion        . .  748 

iRELAin) — The  Buehov  Laws — Qaestion,  Mr.  M'Mahon ;  Answer,  Mr.  Feel  . .  748 

Befebshuekt  HotrsEs  Acr^Question,  Sir  Charles  Dougbu ;  Answer,  Sir  G.  Grey  749 

Duchies  of  Schlbswio  akd  EoisiEDr— Qnration,  Sir  Harry  Yemey ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Layard    . .  . ,  . .  . .  , ,  749 

Natt  BsxniAXBs— Queetion,  Sir  John  Fakington ;  Answer,  Lord  darenoe  FagelM  7$0 
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SuxB  ov  iBiLuni  —  BwoLtiznnr'-^  (Af&endftMnt  ea  GMmiittM  of  Supply) 

— Adjourned  debate        .Mvary]  nsamed     . .  ..  750 

Question,  "  That  the  words  propmed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Question/' 
put:— The  House  d^tthd t  Ayes  107,  IToesSl;  Uqority  76 DlTision 
list,  Ayes  and  ISoea  ,,  , .  ,  *  , ,  828 

Uain  QuMtion  put,  and  agreed  io, 

SUPPLY  «iu«i«r«l  in  Oommittee: — Committee  report  Progress ;  toutagttn 
at  Wedmadoff, 

Inns  of  Court  Bill— (5*r  &Mra»  J^omwr)— After  short  debats^  read  1» 

[BiU44.]      ..  ..  ..  839 

AeBiouLTuau.  Pasihobs — ^Motion  von  BrruxHS — 
After  short  debate,  Betnm  ordered, 

'*  Sbowing  tlw  ojunM  of  the  821  Agrioaltonil  Fariahei  stated  'u  baring  decreased  ia  honsei 
and  inoreaaed  in  population  between  1801  and  1601,  and  tbe  covbUei  la  *h!eh  neli 
pariabM  an  litaatM,"— (JHr.  ^ntf^At)  ,.t  ■■<  880 

Kotion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

**  Tliat  ibm  be  laid  bafon  tUi  Honsa,  Brtnns  ihowiiig  the  nnmber  of  lohaUtaals  and 
Inhabited  Honaea  in  each  of  ibe  891  Agrionltiml  Fariabea  atated  aa  baring  deoreaaad 
in  bonaei  and  tBorMiad  in  popoladoa  beiween  1801  aad  1881,  la  eaob  Oenraa  from  1601 
to  1861 : 

And,  ahowing  vbat  Uann&otnrea  or  Mmet,  if  anj,  are  carried  on  or  worked  tn  each  of 
the  aaid  parialM,  if  the  Oennu  oontaini  nob  information," — (Mr.  Sd^) 

After  ftirther  short  debate,  Debate  odfoumed  till  To-morrow. 

LORDS,  TUESDAT,  FEBEUABT  28. 
House  n^fourmd,  without  debate. 

OOMUONB,  TUESDAT,  FEBRUABY  28. 
MtiropoKim  Sneagt  and  Stsex  StohmaUm  SiB-^6jf  Order)'- 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  tha  BfU  be  nov  read  a  seoend 
time,"— ('S^  William  Eimm)  . .  . .  . .  832 

Amendmoit  pioposedt  to  leaTO  out  the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  tbe 
Questbn  to  add  the  wncb  "upon  tlus  day  six  weeks (S6'>  Crawford i) 
— Question  proposed,  "  That  Qie  word '  now*  stand  part  of  the  Question" 
After  debate.  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn : — ^Uain  Question  pu^  and 

agr^d  to : — ^Bill  read  3*,  and  committed  to  a  Select  Committee. 
Ordered,  Tbat  it  be  an  Instraction  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Bill,  to  inqolM  into  the  moat 
naeftil  and  profitable  oieana  of  dtapo^grf  tbe  Hetropcditao  Sewage  on  tbe  north  nde  of 
the  TbamM,— (Jfr.  Aprten,) 

ISuxnx  TB4TEixiHe  Allowances— Question,  1^  Henry  Btraoey ;  Answer,  The 

Ifarquess  of  Hartington       . .  . .  . .  . .  846 

Thb  Hebbivo  TnHBBT  (ScoTLum)— Question,  3fr.  H.  BaiUie;  Answer,  Sir 

George  Grey  ..  ..  ».  816 

Ths  Sun  Tun— Question,  Kr.  Care ;  Answer,  Hr.  Layard  . .  . .  B46 

CousiB  or  Goxxoir  Liw  (InxLum) — Question,  lb:.  Butt ;  Answer,  Sir  B.  Peel  847 
EmraaTiOH— Ifonoir  tob  a  Selsct  Gouaim — ' 
Hotiai  made,  and  Questicm  proposed, 

**  Tbat  a  Sabot  Committee  be  amnnted,  to  inqnlre  Into  fbe  ODnrtitntion  of  the  Oonmltteo 
af  Ooooi^  m  Education,  and  tbo  i^atem  nadw  wUdi  tbe  bnalnees  of  tbe  oflke  ii 
•Mdneted,"— (fiKr/cAn  AOtf^fm)  »  ».  .»  ...  847 

Amendment  proposed,  at  the  end  vt  the  Question,  to  add  the  wwds^ 
**  And  abo  Into  tbe  beat  mode  of  extendfaif  tbe  benefits  of  Gorenuamt  lupeetioo  and  tbe 
Farliamenta>7  Grant  to  Seboola  at  Resent  imawiitwl  bjr  the  State  f—(M^.  Weilert}-~ 

After  long  debate.  Question,  "  That  those  words  be  tiiere  added,"  put,  uid 
agreedto  .'—Words  added: — Uain  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreedto. 

Sebtft  Committee  appointed  "  to  Inqoire  into  the  CooBtitntion  of  tbe  Committee  of  Oonndl 
on  Edocation,  and  the  aystem  under  whieh  tbe  busineea  of  tbe  ofBoe  ia  oond noted,  and 
bIbo  into  the  beat  mode  of  extending  tlie  benefits  of  Goremment  Inapeotioa  snd  the  t 
Faribunentarr  Grant  to  S^wols  at  nreaent  nnawiatwd  lay  the  State."  Digitized  by      OOQ  LC 

Ust  of  the  Committee  ..  .. 
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Oonrto  of  Jutloe  Odnoentratioii  (Site)  BUI  [BUI  U]— 
ICotion  made,  and.  Quesfcion  proposed, 

"Tbatitbeui  InttmoUon  to  theSeleot  CommUteeon  iheOoortiof  JoiOoaOoDOBotMUon 
(Site)  Bill,  that  thej  hsTe  pomr  to  make  ppoTiiion  for  apprtmruting  or  obtaintag  lUa^ 
and  for  the  erection  of  lodginK-boasm  or  otber  Boitable  dwellings  fiw  tiie  voAIbk 
oUmi  propoaed  to  U  diqtlaoedV  thv  aaid  WiX,"—(Mr.Kimaif^  „. 

After  debate  Amendment  ^opoeed,  to  leave  out  the  -word  "  make,"  in  order 
to  insert  the  words  *'  inqoire  into  the  practicabilitrf  and  erpedienoy  of 
making,*' — ^instead  thereof : — (3fr. ^mflMw:)— Question  put,  "That the 
trord  *  make '  stand  part  of  the  QnestiDn — l^e  ^ose  iMidd;  A-jm 
18,.  SToeaS;  U^jority  10. 

COHUOKS,  WEDNEBBAT,  HABOH  1. 
lAw  of  Bvidenoe,  &c.,  Bill  [BiU  20]— 

Moved,  '*Tbat  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,"— 939 
After  debate,  Uotion  agreed  to:— BiU  read  2°,  and  committed  for  Wedne^Uiy, 
22nd  March. 

Orimlxial  OaMfl  (SMdenoe)  Bm  [BiU  8]— Seoond  Beading 

We^kmday,  22nd March     ...  ..  ..  . .  946 

Ohuroh  Attendance  on  Sunday  Bill  [Bill  46]— 
Church  Attendance  on  ^mi&j-~ooMidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

After  debate,  Betclved,  Tbat  the  Chairman  be  directed  to  more  the  Home,  That  learo  be 
fflTen  to  bring  In  a  BiU  fl>r  the  abolition  of  Fines  for  non-attendanoe  at  a  plaoe  of  Dirine 
wonhip  on  Siindar,— (ifr.  CHfotd)  ...  ...  ...  946 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Clifford,  Mr.  Arthur  Rnisell,  and 
Mr.  Shaw  Leferre :— Bill  pretented,  and  read  l^  [BiU  46.] 

HdtropoUtan  ToU-Bridges  BiU— 
Mbtzcoi  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed, 

'  **  lliat  lean  be  gbanto  bring  in  a  BiU  to  ftelUtaie  tiie  triAo  of  the  Metn^olto  aad  to 
innfora  the  eomnnukaUooa  aeron  the  Rim  Thames  by  opening  the  pnwat  TMt 
Bridget  for  the  fim  nie  of  the  pablle,"— (ifr.  Atdarmtm  SalomoM)  .»  ...  949 

After  debate.  Motion  agreed  to, 
BiU  ordered  to  be  bronght  in  by  Mr.  Alderman  Salomons,  Mr.  Locke, 
and  Mr.  Jackson :  —  BUI  presetted,  and  read  1°,  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Frivate  Bills.    [BiU  47.] 

WxltB  Beglstratlon,  &c.  (Scotland)  Bill— 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

**  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  Inwrm  the  ^itarn  oi  RMtatraUon  of  Writs 
relatiTe  to  Land  in  Sootland.  and  to  aana  the  Lav  nlidiaf  to  inSiUtioBS  and  a^fn- 
dioaUoM,"— (ifi*.i>iM^.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  961 

After  debate.  Motion  agreed  to. 

ISH  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Banl<^  Sir  James  Fergnasim,  and 
Mr.  Buchanan :— KU  preunted,  and  read  1*.  [BUI  48.] 

LORDS,  THUESSAT,  MARCH  2. 

British  Moskdh  —  Pmnoir  or  TairexRa  or  ihb  Bunas  Museux  {Sari 

StM^ope)      ..  ..  ..  966 

Afiw  debate,  FdtiHon  ordered  to  lie  on  Uie  table. 

COMMONS,  THUBSBAY,  MARCH  2. 
BoBones  Fbutohzsk  "ExxKxmat  Bill  —  Question,  Mr.  Collina;  Answer, 

Mr.  Baines    . .  . .  . .  967 

OoTzsmcmn!  AjuruniBa— Question,  Mr.  Ayrton ;  Answer,  Mr.  Feel  . .  967 

FoDEHnr  SuTisnoB— Question,  Mr.  White  j  Answer,  Mr.  UU^^.^i^^QQaf^ 
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Taxes  qt  EinEton — Question,  Mr.  White ;  Answer,  Mr.  Layard  . .  958 

SooicH  Judicial  Sunsnos — QaeatioD,  Colond  Sykes;  Answer,  The  Iiord 

AdTOoate      . .  ...  . .  . .  . .  958 

Masxbbs  avd  Stafv  OoKHAiTDKBs  w  iHs  If  ATT— Qoefllioni  Sir  Lawrenoe  Palk ; 

Answer,  Lord  darenoe  Paget  . .  . .  . .  959 

GoTERKMENT  AinnTiTiBB — Qoestion,  Mr.  Salt ;  Answer,  The  Ghanoellor  of  the 

Exchequer     , .  , .  . .  , .  . ,  959 

AiouixoMG  Guns  fob  FoBEtan  Ootsknhehis — Question,  Mr.  Laird;  Answer, 

The  Marquess  of  Hartington . .  , .  , ,  , .  960 

Natt  —  The  "  Botal  Sotzbbion  "  —  Question,  Mr.  Laird ;    Answer,  Lord 

Clarence  Paget  . .  . .  . .  . .  961 

Natt — Bvkoubeo  ItOSB  OT  THE  "  Galaixa  " — Quostion,  Sir  Jc^  Pakington ; 

Answer,  Lord  Clarenoe  Paget  , ,  . .  961 

Sutplt— Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  lliat  Ur.  Speakra  do  now 

leave  the  Chair:" — 

Katt  Armaments — Motion  for  a  Select  Committee- 
Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  firom  the  word  *'  That"  to  the  end  of  the  Qneitloa,  in  order  to  add  the 
maidi "  a  Select  CSommittee  be  appdnted  to  inquire  wlietber  Her  M^ettj'i  Sbipe  are 
at  preeent  amied  in  a  manner  mited  to  the  neeeadUei  and  requiremente  of  modera 
varbre."— <Jrr.  Bmry  AitUtf,)— iiutead  thereof    ...  ...  , ,  9S3 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left 

out  stand  part  of  the  Queation." 
After  long  debate,  Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out 

stand  part  of  the  Question The  House  dwided:  Ayes  67,  Noes  32 ; 

Majority  39. 

Chapuin  Qenebal  of  the  Natt — Obserrations,  Sir  Harry  Yemey,  1008 ; 

Eoply,  Mr.  Childers  . .  . .  . .  . .  1017 

DocKTABD  AccouHTS— Obserrations,  Mr.  Seely,  1010 ;  Beply,  Mr.  Childers  . .  1017 

Tbeaiuemi  09  Pbisonebs  nr  Newoate— Obserrations,  Mr.  Lodce ;  Reply, 

Sir  George  Grey  .  . .  . .  . .  1022 

Main  Question,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair,"  put,  and  affr«ed  to. 

STJFPLT  00fuu2nw7 in  Committee :— Committee  report  Progress;  to  tat  again 

To-morrow, 

Ooarts  of  Jnstioe  Building  BiU  [BUI  5]- 
Bill  read  3»,  anApattsd         . .  . .  . .  . .  1026 

Oonit  of  Chancery  (Ireland)  (Nos.  2  &  3}  Bills— (itfr.  WkiUtide) 
Bills  read  2^  and  committed  for  I%w»day  next  . .  . .  1027 

Taxation  of  Ibecied — 

Btieet  Committee  re-appointed—iColongl  Jhamo)  ,,  ,.  1027 

Instruction  (Sir  Stafford  NortheoU) 

Colonial  Naval  Defence  Bill— On  Motion  of  Mr.  Cardu>«U,  after  debate. 
Bill  to  make  better  proTision  for  the  Naval  Defence  of  the  Colonies, 
ordend  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Secretary  Cardwell,  Lwd  darmce 
Paget,  Mr.  Chiehester  Forteecne,  and  Mr.  Childers       . .  . ,  1037 

LOEBS.  PBIDAT,  MABCH  3. 
County  Courts  Eqtdtable  Jurisdiction  Bill  (No.  0>— 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2'— (2^  lord  ChaneeUor)  . .  1030 

After  debate.  Motion  agreed  to;  —  BiU  read  2*,  and  r0/m^^^^f^%J§jli^ 
Committee:— List  of  the  Committee        ..  ..  1041 
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Sheriff  Coubis  (Sootuitd}  —  Qneetion,  Kr.  Baxter;  Answer,  The  Iioid 

Aavooate  ..  ..  1042 

Abkt— SxirTEircBs  ov  Coubts  WmimT. — Qnestion,  Ur.  Hwritt;  Aniwer, 

Kr.  Headlam . .  ..  ..  ..  1042 

Amnr— HfiLiTAET  Bbsbhte  Fuitd  —  Question,  Lord  Hotham ;  Answer,  1%e 

Uarqness  of  Hartington       . .  , ,  . .  . .  1048 

IxDiAN  Staff  ApponrpcEirrs — Question,  Ur.  Torrens ;  Answer,  The  Harqoeu 

of  Hartington  . .  . .  . .  . .  1048 

Thi  Sub  Gavai>— Qoestion,  Ur.  Daiby  Qiiffith ;  Answer,  '^^seonut 

Palmerston    ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1044 

Dxpim  LiEUTBRANOT  OF  THB  TowEB — QuestioD,  Sii  John  Trelawny  ;  Answer, 

The  Harqaess  of  Hartington  . .  ..  ..  ..  1044 

CozTFEDEUTE  Staibi  Gbuisibs -— QnestioD,  lb.  Shaw  Leftm;  Answer, 

Mr.  Lajard    . .  . .  , .  . .  . .  1044 

SuFPLT— Order  for  Committee  read ;  Motion  made,  and  Qoestioa  ^posed, 

*'  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair — 
MoRienc  akd  Convbetual  EsTABUSHXBirrs — Amendment  proposed, 

■*  To  leare  oat  from  th«  word  "  That"  to  th«  end  of  the  Qnestion,  in  order  to  ftdd  tlio 
irords  *■  a  Selfob  OMunittee  be  ftppointed  to  inquire  into  the  existence,  ohusoter,  and 
incroMo  of  HoutUs  or  OonTeotoal  Sodetios  or  EsfatbUshnoDti  in  Qnwt  BtUaio."— 
(Jfr.  AinnA;(raM>)— iiutead  Uureof    ...  ...  ...  1045 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

After  long  debate.  Question  put: — The  House  <itipHbif;  ATealOO,  KoesTOi 
Mfyori^  27 Divimfm  List,  Ayes  and  Noes  . ,     *  , .  1086 

WAKEViB&n  Gaoi>— Obsemtions,  lb.  Neate : — Debate  thereon  . .  1087 

Aunr— The  Obdhakob  Subtex— Question,  Sir  'William  JolIi& ;  Answer,  The 
VarqueSB  of  Hartington      ..  ..  1091 

Main  Question,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair,"  put,  and  agreti  to, 

SUFPLTammiJiMvifinComnuttee: — Committee  report  Progress ;  to  rit  again  on 
Monday  nat 

British  Saifraiift  {n-commded)  Wl  [BiU  45]— 
After  debate,  Bill  eauithnd  in  Committee : — Bill  repcrUd  , .  , .  1098 

LORDS,  MONDAY,  MARCH  6. 
MiutAnz  HosnxAis  at  Kbiist  aits  "WooLwiom — Obserrations,  The  £arl  of 

Dalhoune ;  Reply,  Earl  De  Qrey  and  Bipon  :--Long  debate  thereon     , ,  1099 

COMMONS,  UONDAT,  MARCH  6. 

The  Poob  Law— Question,  Mr.  Mitford;  Answer,  Mr.  C.  P.  Tilliers  . .  1115 

The  Lice:isikq  Laws— Question,  Hr.  Lawson;  Answer,  Sir  George  Grey     . .  1116 

SxoBAOK  OF  Guvpowdeb  —  Question,  Mr.  Serjeant  Kinglake  ;  Answer,  Sir 

GcorgoGrey  ..  ..  ..  .,  ,.  1116 

IiKa.089aB  OF  FvLHXB  GoKHOH — Questioui  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre;  Answer,  Ifir. 

Peel  ..  ..  Hie 

The  TBinrr  Boabd— Steam  Tvqs— Question,  Mr.  Care;  Answer,  Mr.  Milner 

Oibson        .,  .,  1117 

Natt— PoHTSMOuTa  DooKTABD— Question,  Mr.  Laird;  Answer,  Lord  0.  Paget  1117 
DiBBASBS  IV  Catilb— Question,  Mr.  Leslie;  Answer,  Mr.  T.  G.  Baring  . .  111? 
IxsurrNATiTE  ABmiKBX—Qaestion,  Mr.  Tansittart;  Aoswor,  Sir  C.  Wood,  olH^ 
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Chdia  —  Taxaxxov  ax  "Ssxsq  £oHa — Question,  Ux.  Leslie;  Ansver,  Mr. 

Catdwell      ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  U19 

ITatt — DocETABD  ExpsHsiTiJBE— QueBtioii,  Mr.  Laird;  Answer,  Lord  C.  Paget  1J19 

AxLBQZD  Ibbvodia&ixds  dt  ths  Pateni  Office — Question,  Lord  Stanley; 

Answer,  The  Attorney  Oeneral  ..  ..  ■>  1120 

Abkt— Mjlteabt  Stose  Defasihxht — QoesfioD,  Kr.  Gr^oy ;  Answer,  The 

UarqaoBB  of  HartingtoD.      .,  ..       •         ..  1123 

StrpPLT— Order  for  Committee  read;  Motion  made,  and  Question  ptop<ned, 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leare  the  Chair :" — 

Bailwat  Accidehts— Besolution — Amendment  proposed, 

To  luTB  oat  from  tbe  vord  "  Tlut"  to  the  end  of  the  qnestion,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
**  in  oonscqnenoe  of  the  freqaenoj  and  of  the  inereamng  number  of  Aooidents  on  Rail' 
mjif  and  the  aluanoe  of  anr  power  in  the  neostiTo  Goremment  to  Interftre  for  their 
better  preTention,  it  ii,  in  uie  opinion  of  this  Iloaw,  deeirable  that  power  thonld  be 
vested  \sj  Act  of  Parliament  in  tbe  Board  of  Trade,  or  in  some  other  Department  of 
the  QoTenimeDt,  to  institnte  an  inquirj  into  tbe  oanses  of  any  aocidents  vbleh  ma^ 
oeonr  00  Railways,  with  powers  to  call  for  all  papers  and  to  examine  witnesses  on  oath ; 
and  that  powers  should  be  Tested  in  snch  Department  to  frame  and  issue  from  time 
to  time  any  regnlatlons  for  the  condnct  of  the  traCDo  on  Railways  which  it  may  deem 
aeoessary  for  the  safety  and  eonrenienoe  of  the  public ;  and  that  all  Compuiiea  or 
persona  engaged  in  tbe  oondnet  of  Railway  traffic  shall  be  boand  to  adhere  to  soch 
renlations  luder  nub  penaltiei  aa  be  preioribed  by  Act  of  Parliament*"— 
(«r.  if«iit*iwl:,>-^iiHt6ad  thereof     ...  ...  ...  ...  1124 

Qnestion  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 

the  Qnestion." 
After  debate.  Question  put,  and  agr»^  io. 

Wasbs  in  DoOETABDS—ObserTations,  Mr.  Ferrand ;  Beply,  Mr.  Childers     . .  11S6 

Main  Question,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leare  the  Chair,"  pnf^  and  agreed  fe» 

SUPPLY— Katy  EamuiBs — eenudertd  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  09,7fi0  Men  and  Boys  be  employed  for  the  Sea  and  Coast  Guard  Serricos  for  the 
year  ending  on  tbe  Slst  day  of  luroh,  1866,  ioolu^g  1?,000  Royal  MariiMS,"— (Xeni 
Clarmet  Paget)      ...  ...  ...  ...  m.  1171 

AStet  long  debate,  House  nnmed: — Committee  report  Progress;  to  nt  again 

on  Wedimtkiy. 

AoBicuLTUBU.  Paszbhsb — Ebiobhs  Moved  »)b— (J/r.  KnigM.) 
After  shwt  debate,  onXfTttf  ,«  ..  1201 

Par^n^l^lp  i^mAT^jTnOTi^tKMUvfer^ln  nommittee— Bill  ordjir^     ...  ... 

LOBDS,  TUESDAT,  MABCH  7. 
XiBOKASD  BnicuirDs,  £sa. — Bbsionaiioit  op  Ceeiaih  Omon — 
On  Motion  of  Tka  lard  Chancellor,  after  debate, — 

Select  Committee  appointed,  **  to  inqoire  into  alt  the  Ciroomatanoei  connected  with  tbe 
Rerignation  by  Mr.  Edmunds  of  tbe  Offices  of  Clerk  of  the  Patents  and  Clerk  to  tbe 
Commissioners  of  Patents,  and  with  his  Resignation  of  the  Office  of  Reading  Clerk  and 
Clerk  of  Outdoor  Committees  in  this  Uoose ;  and  also  into  all  the  Cirotimstances 
oonnectod  with  tbe  Orant  Of  a  Retiring  Feniioa  to  him  by  this  Hotue."— (IVke  Lord 
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list  of  the  Committee. 

Bankruptcy  and  Inaolvenoy  (Ireland)  Bill  (No.  24)— 

Moved,  *'  That  the  BUI  be  now  read  2%"— (TAe  Lord  Stneard)  . .  1221 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to  : — Bill  read  2',  aocording\g(^y^(T[^ 
eommitted  to  a  Cconmittee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Tueiday  next  '  o 
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Qneetion.''^ 

After  long  debate,  Amendment,  by  leave,  ivithdraum. 
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"That  that  Queation  be  now  put : "  {Mr.  SiirdeMtU:)—The  House  tUviM  ; 

Ayes  171,  Noes  261;  Uajority  80 IHrision  List,  Ayes  and  Noes       . .  1298 
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Uotion  made,  and  Question 
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now  adjourned  Po^ittf ;) — After  further  debate,  Uotion,  by  leave, 
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fretented,  and  r^brred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Trin^  Bills 
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timet*'— {Lord  Rohwt  M<mtagu)  . .  . .  . .  1809 
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Glonricarde;  Answer,  Earl  Rnssell  ..  .,  ..  1367 
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Answer,  lb.  Feel  . .  . .  . ,  . .  IS68 

Lbkhbisb  Sovabe — Qnestaon,  Mr.  Dawson;  Answer,  Mr.  Cowper  . .  1368 

Ddxoiuxio  BKtmoKs  wits  BsmL — Question,  1&.  Wlute;  Anstm,  '^soonnt 

Falmerston    ..  ..  •  ..  1369 

FnaoKS  or  OmcoiBS  or  zhi  Housb  or  Lonns— Question,  Hr.  Darby  Griffith ; 

Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  . .  . .  . .  1370 

Thb  Eitbb  Puts— Bbazil  akd  TJBUairjLT— Question,  Mr.  Maguire  \  Answer, 

'^^scounl  Falmerston  ..  ..  ..  ..  I37l 

tTjorxD  Statbs— Olaoib  tok  Cohfenbatiox— Questions,  Lord  Eobert  Cecil  and 

Mr.  Br^ht;  Answer,  Mr,  Layard  *•  1373 

SUFFLY— Katt  Sbxhuibs— «n»ii»-A2  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
(1.)  Qnesticm  [Hareh  6.1  again  proposed, 

"That  60,750  Ifoi  and  BojrslM  «m^7edfbr  (ha  Sea  utd  Coast  Gnard  Serrioe  tat  the  year 
•ndiBfonth«dlftda7ofMarob.l800,iiioliidi^  17.000  RoyalHariBes,^i«^  1378 

After  long  debate.  Yote  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 

ask  leave  to  sit  again," — {8%r  Jdmea  J^htiutone,) — and  negatived  . .  1466 
(3.)  £2.945,006,  Wages. 
(3.)  £1,325,694,  Victuals  and  Clothing. 

BvrvLx — EsDSMmoir  ot  tok  Sceeldi  Toll — 
(4.)  £176,650.  Eedemption  of  Scheldt  T(dl  ..  ..  1456 

After  short  debate,  Yote  agreed  to : — BesolatiooB  to  be  reported  Ifhnmrm : — 
Committee  to  at  again  Ib-morrow. 

Isle  of  Kan  Disalforeetation  (Compensation)  —  wnndered  in 

Committee  ,.  .,  1467 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  the  Oomnusnonon  of  n«r  MiyertT'a  Woods,  Fonati^  and  Land  Roreoaea 
boaatboriiad  to  par.  oat  ^  tho  Oaaltad  of  the  Land  Revonvaa  oftbo  Grown,  anoh  saaaa, 
sot  OMoodlng  in  ttw  wlwdo  £9,000,  at  m»j  be  naoMsaty  to  meet  one  nxdetj  of  tho 
anunnt  of  the  Compensation  tat  oertain  CUms  arUng  ent  of  ^e  pisaflbraitatian  of  , 
o«4jdn  Landa  in  the  Wo  of  ljui.  DigitizeTbTCOOQ  IC 

SosolttUon  to  be  zeptated  Tb-mmvw*  ^ 


TABLE  07  OOHTENTB. 
\_Mareh  9.]  3  Momotd,  TOl.  I77 

Union  of  Benefices  Act  Amendment  Bill— 

Mwei-t  "That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Union  of 

Benefices  Aot," — {Mr.      P.  ^twv^)— Amendment  propoBed —  . .  1458 

To  leare  oat  from  th«  word  "That"  to  the  end  of -the  Question,  la  order  to  add  the  wordi 
"ftn  hamble  Addresi  be  presented  to  Her  Majestj,  that  She  will  be  grfujionily  pleued  to 

five  direoUoDB  that  there  be  laid  before  thia  Honne,  Copiea  of  the  Order  in  Council  of  the 
Bt  day  of  NoTember,  1884,  for  the  remoral  of  the  Church  of  St.  Benet's,  Graoeeliarch 
Street: 

"  And,  of  all  the  Correapondenoe  on  the  snbjeot  between  the  Arohdeaoon  of  London  and  the 
Members  of  the  Ghuroh  Estates  Oommisuonen," — {Mr.  fufrAord,)— instead  thereof  ...  1460 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  oat  stand  part  of  the 
Question. 

After  short  debate.  Question  put: — The  House  divided;  Ayee  21,  Koes  U ; 
Majority  10  ; — Hotion  agreed  to : — Bill  ordered. 

LooomolalTef  on  Roads  Bill— Holland)— ordered  ««  ...  1461 

LOEDS,  FBLDAT,  UABCH  10. 
Bahbacks  (Ibbukd) — Question,  The  Harqness  of  Clanrioarde ;  Answer,  Karl 

Se  Chrey  and  Bipoo  . ,  . .  , ,  , ,  1461 

Attorneys  and  Solicitors  Bill  (No.  15)— 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*,"— (m  Zord  Chancellor)  . .  1463 
After  debate,  on  Question,  their  Xordships  divided;  Contents  21,  Not> 

Contents  23 ;  Hajority  2 :  —  Smked  in  the  N^aUw :  —  lost  of  the 

Contents  and  Not*Content8  ..               ..               ...  ..  1474 

XcoiTAnD  EmnmzMS,  Esa.— BESzairATiOH  of  Cbbtaih  Onxoss  bt~ 

Letters  and  Documents  respecting :  Seferred  to  the  Select  Committee  , .  1474 

COMMONS,  FRIDAY,  MABCH  10. 
PAimrr  Lavs— Qnestion,  Mr.  Hibbert;  Answer,  The  Attorney  General       . .  1475 

IteeisxRATioir  of  Coinrrr  Voiebs — Question,  Mr.  Western;  Answer,  Mr.  T. 

G.  Baring     ..  ..  ..  ,.  ..  1475 

SnPBHMABT  MAQiBTniTES  (Iselaitd) — Mh.  Ffbench— Quostion,  Sir  Herrey 

Bruoe ;  Answer,  Sir  Bobert  Peel  . .  . .  . .  1476 

TJiriYBHSiTT  OF  JjosTDON— Question,  Mr.  Grant  Duff;  Answer,  Mr.  Cowpw    . .  1478 

Bbwasx  or  iHB  MrraopoLiB— Question,  Mr.  Blake ;  Answer,  Mr.  Tite         . .  1479 

Timber  DimEs— Question,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer     . .  . .  . .  > .  . .  1460 

Ibxl&si)— Casb  of  Patbicx  Dotlb — Observations,  Mr.  Hennessy  . .  1480 

SnvFLT— Order  for  Committee  read ;  Motion  made,  and  Question  jonposed, 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leare  the  Chair 

Wab  xir  New  Zbaluh) — Obsemtions,  Mr.  Arthur  SGlls :  long  debate  thereon ; 
BeplyofMr.  CardwflU       ..  ..  ..  1481 

MnocAZi  Offiobbs  dt  Unxovb  (lBELAVD)~-Amendmait  proposed. 

To  leave  ont  from  the  word  "That"  to  the  end  of  the  QaeitioD,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
"in  the  opinion  of  this  Hoose,  Her  Usjeatr's  GoTemment  should  now  adopt  the  Reeom- 
mendations  of  the  Select  Committee  of^lStfS,  whioh  reoommended  Her  M^esty's  Gorem* 
ment  to  talie  into  oondderation  the  elainii  of  Ireland  to  a  Grant  of  the  Ixalf-oost  of 
Medical  Offloers  in  Unioci,  with  the  view  of  providing  for  the  same  in  future,  as  is  now 
the  praotice  in  England  and  Sootland," — {Mr.  MaeEvoy,) — instead  thereof  ...  1616 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  ont  stand  part  of  the 
Question.'' 

After  debate.  Question  put: — The  House  divided;  Ayes  37,  Noes  S4; 
Ibyoriify  3. 

DwxLLXirSB  FOB  TBI  WoBXZNe  CusBBS — Question,  Mr,  Augustus  Smith; 
Answer,  Mr.  Tite  . .  . .  . .  . .  1535 


TABLE  OF  GONTEKTS. 
IMarch  10.]  3  Jtamatd,  Tol.  177 

SUPPLY  eomidered  in  Committee;  Committee  report  Pn^nsa;  to  ut  again  on 
Monday  next. 

Game  (Ireland)  Bill  [BUI  42]— 
Kotitm  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  he  now  read  a  second 
time,"— (5*r  2r«T^^rttw):— Question  put:— The  House  (foffujA^;  Ayes 
50,  Noes  8 ;  Uigonty  42 :— Bill  lead  2«  and  ammitied  fat  IHday  next  1528 

Theatres,  ftc^  Bill— (-Sfr.  Loeie}— ordered;  read  I"  [Bill  84.]  ...  ...  J629 

Bailwav  Trardling  (Jielaad  Bill)— {^*>'  Colman  OfLoghlen)— ordered;  read  V 

[BiUee.]...  .«  .„  ...  ...  ...  1530 

LOBDS,  ICONDAT,  KABCH  13. 
Britibh  MrsEuu— Withdraw  al  of  Kotioe  of  UoUon  (JSir/iSAmA^)  1530 
British  Kaf&aria  Bill  (No.  27)— 

Mtmd,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\"—{The  Lord  Privy  Seal)  . ,  1581 

After  short  debate,  Kotion  agreed  to : — Bill  read  2\  and  committed. 

AlMlitlon  of  Arrest  on  Pinal  ProcesB  (No.  3)  Bill  (No.  S3)— (n«  Lord  CAaneeUory- 
AbditioQ  of  Amat  on  Final  Frooen  (No.  l)BiUwia<ftuwn;  then  (No.  9)  BiU),  pruented; 
rMtd  1*.  (No.  83.)         ...  ...  ...  1532 

Public  Schoolfl  Bill  [H.L.}— <  The  Earl  of  ClarendoHy-fretenied  /  read  !• ;  (No.  82.)   ...  1533 

C0UU0N8,  UOITDAT,  UABCE  18. 
Bmcnoua  Patientb  ts  Wobxhoubes — Question,  Colonel  North;  Answar, 

Yisooont  Enfield  ..  ..  .,  1533 

The  PzirAirauL  SuTSHmnc— QneBtion»  If r.  Tniite ;  Answer,  The  Chanoellor  of 

the  Exchequer  . .  . .  . .  . .  1584 

Pehtzon  ot  xhs  Bninsn  Uitseuii  Tbvsteks  —  Obserrations,  Ur.  Walpole; 

Beply,  ^nie  Chanoellor  of  the  Exchequer    . .  . .  , ,  1534 

Case  of  Kabt  RrAK — Question,  ]lfr.  Scully  ;  Answer,  Sir  George  Grey       « .  1585 

CoRTEDBUTE  Staies  —  Case  ov  Captaih  Beale  —  Quostiott,  Mt.  Peaoocke ; 

Answer,  Hr.  Layard  . .  1536 

NiTiL  Chaplains— Question,  Mr.  Lefroy ;  Answer,  Kr.  Childers  , .  1586 

ExTEADiTioir  Teeatt  with  the  United  States— Question,  lord  Bobert  Cecil ; 

Answer,  The  Attorney  General  . .  , ,  , ,  1537 

CASEorllAjoKGENBBALHTTTT— QaaatioQ,  Mr.  Boebuck;  Answer,  Mr.  Hutt  ..  1537 

SuFPLT — Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 
lesre  the  Chair 

BEixircEs  OF  Gastada — CoiOdTEL  JraiTOxs'  Betobt — Obserrationi^  Ur.  Seynunir 
Pitsgerald ;  Beply,  Mr.  Gardwell ;— long  debate  thereon  . ,  , ,  1539 

CoKTEHT0AL  EsTABUSEHEKis  —  Questiou,   Mr*  Honnessy ;  Explanation, 

Mr.Newdegate  ..  ..  1687 

Mmn  Question,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leare  the  Chur,"  pn^  and  agnei  io. 

SUPPLY  eonddtred  in  Committee: — Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit  again  on 
Wedneeday. 

WATS  AND  MEANS  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Retohiedj  That,  towards  making  good  the  rapplr  granted  to  Her  M^jetty,  for  the  aerrioe 
of  the  jear  ending  tbo  8l8t  d*7  of  March  1865,  the  anm  of  £176,650  be  granted  oat  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Besolution  to  be  reported  Zb-ffionw;— Committee  to  sit  again  on  Wednesday. 

Matropolitaii  lUin  Drainage  [Gnaraiitee  of  Bepoyment  of  Koney]  Bill— 
«<>iiiftltt«(liaCoiiiiiuUeei-B«KilatIim  «.  ...  Digitrz'IdbyGoO^ 
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JnitteeB  of  the  Peace  (Disentioiiuirr  Powsn)  BDl— ('SVr  CAotIm  /Ioi^Im)^ 

prtHtOed;  read  1°  [Bill  69.]         ...  .»  ...  ...  1644 

Jttdgmeats  (Irelaiid)  BiU— (ifr.  7FMi«AI«)^prw«iii«l,-rnd  l*[Bm68.]  ...  1644 

ConBtj  Voters  Begiitntton  CErdand)  BUIH^  SOeti  Pttiy-pntemtd;  md  i» 

[BUI  70.]  ...  ...  ...  ...  1644 

FriMmS  Kll— EMMt  CommittM  on  the  Fritoni  BUI  iiaiiiiiiaf«f  ;  Lilt     theComndttM...  1644 
Sewage  UtUiiatioiL  BiU-—S*lMt  Comndttee  on  the  Sewage  UtUintiOD  BUI  nambiated ; 
list  of  the  Committee  .«  ...  ».  1644 

TUESDAY,  HABCH  14. 
Bankruptoy  and  IiuKilveiioy  (Ir^Uuid)  Aot  Amendnieiit  Bill 

(No.  20)— 

After  short  debate,  referred  to  Select  Committee  : — ^List  of  the  Committee  1645 
Casb  ov  Uabt  Btait — ObserratioDB,  The  Marquess  of  Weatmeath;  B^ly^ 

BarlBussell  ..  ..  ..  ..  1645 

Lnurus  EDHunM,  Esoozxi — 

Bdeot  Ooramittae  en  the  Reriniation  of  oertsin  Oflleet  bjr :  and  on  tbe  FenneD  (ranted  to 
Um  \fS  tUi  noose :  Ordered,  That  the  Witnesses  before  the  said  Committee  be  examined 
on  Oath ;  and  that  the  Evidence  taken  from  Time  to  Time  before  the  said  Committee  he 
printed  tor  Van  of  tbe  Members  of  this  Honse,bnt  no  Co^thweof  tobe  d^rered, 
enept  to  tiw  linnben  of  tbe  Committee,  ontll  ftrtfaor  Oidar.  (No,  80.) 


COMMONS,  TUESDAY,  MABCH  14. 
XmahAw  md  Toritkm  tnul  Grtai  Eutmt  JiMetim  Jggflwey  SUl—{ig 

Motion  made,  and  Qnestion  pn^osed,  "  That  the  WX  be  now  read  a  leoond 
time."         . .  . .  . .  1653 

Amendmoit  proposed,  to  leare  out  the  word  "  now,"  and  at  tbe  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  tho  words  "npm  this  day  six  months:" — (Fweotw^ 
Oa^anqF:)— Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  ba  left  out 
stand  part  of  the  Question."  ..  ..  ..  1654 

After  debate,  QnesUon  pat,  "That  the  word  "now"  stand  part  of  the 
Question The  House  divided;  Ayes  121,  Noes  162;  Minority  41: — 
Words  add«d : — Main  Qnestion,  as  amended,  pnl^  and  ^eed  to. 

Bill  put  off  for  six  months. 
'SovTB  Ahbbiout  BEEr— QueeUon,  Mr.  J.  G.  Ewart;  Answer,  Sir  George  Orey  1601 
FboR  L&w  Boun  (Ibblaiis)— Qnesfaon,  Mr.  O'Reilly;  Answer,  Sir  R.  Feel  1661 

Natt  —  Cattaik  Coles's  Cvpou  —  Question,  lb.  Damer;  Answer,  Lead 

Clarence  Paget  ..  ..  ..  ..  1661 

VoLOunnKE  OmcBBs  —  Qnestion,  Mr.  Watkin;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of 

Hartington  . .  , .  . .  1663 

" "Wrbck  Absieact" — Question,  Mr.  Bentinck;  Answer,  Mr.  MilnerQibson  1662 
Nawab  or  IBS  Casvatic— AzB£K  Jah — 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  Tbtt  a  Seleet  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  Into  tbe  claim  of  His  Highness  Prince 
Aseem  Jab  to  the  title  and  aigaiij  of  Nawab  of  the  Camatio,  and  the  olaims  of  His 
HighneM  nnder  a  Treaty  entered  into  in  1801  betireen  the  Hononrable  East  India  Com- 
pan;  and  His  Hifbness  Prinee  Aseem-al-Dowlab."— {5ir  FiUBoy  &Uy)  ...  1663 

After  long  debate,  Qneetion  put The  Honse  Ondtd:  Ayes  38,  Noes  68 ; 
Mqority  15. 

KsfaropoUtaa  Main  Drainage  [Gnarantee  of  Rep^rment  of  Money]  BUI— 

Resolntion  [Marob  13]  reported       ...  ...  ...  ...  1717 

BiU  onlered  to  be  bron^t  in  br  Mr.  Dodm,  Mr.  Oh»a«^lor  of  the  Exeheqoer,  and  Ife, 

-   P«i;i«^««i"«di-.tBai7s.]  .   D^;;!:,,, Google 
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COMMONS.  WEDNESDAY.  MAKOH  15. 

Juries  InOrlmlnal  Oasds  Bill  [BiU  24]— 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposedi  "  That  the  BiU  he  now  read  a  second 

time,"— Ci»'*na»  ..1717 
After  debate,  Motion,  by  kare,  withdrawn Bill  witk^rmM  Marbh  16. 

Chelsea  Bridge  Toll  Abolition— (-Str  John  ShOUvy-wdertd       ...  ...  1725 

LORDS.  THUBSDAY.  MABCH  16. 
Felony  and  Misdemeanor  Evidence  and  Fraotloe  Bill 

(No.  22)— 

Mov«d,  "That  the  BiU  be  now  read  2*,"— (Zorrf  ChehntforS)  . .  173fi 

After  debate,  Mofdon  agrted  to  :— Bill  read  2'  accordingly,  and  emmUMI,  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Honae  on  Ikttiday  next. 

TVBKET  AND  FSBSU— THE  BomTOABT  NeOOTUIXOKB— 

Moved,  "  That  an  homble  Address  be  presented  to  Her  U^es^  for — 
*'  Cop7  of  the  Treat;  eoododed  at  Enmwm  Mmen  TaAtf  and  F«nla  in  Oetobn 
1847 :  Also, 

"  Copjr  of  Sir  Stratford  CaDDing's  iDstmotioii  to  Bar  MijaatT'a  CommisafauMr  for  the 

Bonndary,  dated  0th  Deoember  1848  :  And  alio, 
"  Oop7  of  Sir  Sintiind  Ganning*!  Deepateh,  No.  S60.  to  Visoonnt  Palmonton.  dalml  17th 
Snrtmnber  1801:  together  vith  tho  Memomndiiat  enolond  In  it:"— <7!b«  Vi$etmU 
Skt^deRodd^,)  ...  ...  ...  1727 

After  short  debate.  Motion,  (by  Leave  of  the  Honae,)  tcitAdratim. 
Nationaj,  Education — Obawations.  The  Earl  of  Harrowby ;  Reply,  Earl 

GranviUe      ..  ..  ..  1732 

COMMONS,  THUBSDAY,  MABCH  16. 

Asxnc  Jah — Ptbuc  BmnoKS  Couuittee  —  Fobged  Sionatubes  —  Special 
Beport  of  tho  Public  Petitions  Committee  brought  ifp  by  Mr.  Charles 
Fontor  :—8h(nt  debate  Uiereon  ..  ..  ..  1785 

Detortobt  Dooetau)— Fathent  kib  Extra  Tub— Question,  Mr.  Ferrand; 

Answer,  Lord  Clarence  Paget  . .  . .  . .  1738 

Abut — Abhstbonq  and  Whitwobxk  Ghnro — Question,  Ur.H.  BaOlie ;  Ansirer, 

The  Marquess  of  Hartiogton  ..  ..  1789 

Abht — Ibish  oa  Roman  Catholic  Rkcbotts — Qoestioo,  Mr.  O'BdUy;  Answer, 

The  Marquess  of  Hartdngton  , .  . .  . .  . ,  1789 

ADMUfisTBATzoK  OF  TBI  Law  (Ibeianb) — QoestioD,  Mt.  Darby  Qriffltii }  Aanr^t, 

Sir  Bobert  Feel  . .  . .  . .  . .  1740 

BuLVAT  GounnncAnoiT  bstwsbh  pAsaBvaxBS  jors  Quabss  —  Question,  Sir 

William  GaUwey;  Answer,  Mr.  ^Iner  Gibson  . ,  . .  1741 

Bvmr — Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do  sow 

leare  the  Chair:** — 

Kxw  Zbalarii— Thb  Mavxtrvs— Question,  Sir  John  Trelawny ;  Answer,  Bfr. 
CanlweU       ..  ..  ..  1743 

CoKUBicuL  TauTT  ■wias.  Fbaitos— Qoestion,  lb.  Trehomef  Amnrer,  Mr. 
Mihier  Gibson  . .  . .  . ,  . .  1748 

The  Sum  Canal— Question,  Mr.  DarbyGriffith;  Answer.  Yisconnt  Palmerston  1769 

Main  Qaestioo,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair"  put,  and  agrtti  to. 

SUPPLY- Abict  lEernuTMB—oonridorod  ta  Committee. 

Statement  of  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War— After  long  debate, 

Reaelveit,  (1.)  »Tbat  143,477  Und  Foreos  (lneltidinff9,109,  aii  nnlu.  to  1w  employed 
with  tlM  DntU  in  the  Uoited  Kingdom  of  Gnat  Britain  and  Inland  of  Begfnwnfi 
serving  in  Her  Majeetj'a  Indian  Poiaeeaiont.)** 

AwM;  (S.)  *•  That  178  Native  Indian  Troopi  (lieloiigiag  to  Her  Mdeetr*!  Nattn  bdiaa  i 
Aray,  to  In  aaialaiasd  bsyoad  ths  Umits  of  Her  M^tfes^s  Indian  PowBB^aijnjyAj  OOg  jC 
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Scmr— ^Amjr  Eitimatw— wtUAnwd. 
Hotion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  inm,  not  exceeding  £5,181,587.  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  lo  defray  the 
Charge  of  the  General  Staff,  and  Regimental  Pay,  Allowaooes,  and  Cbargjet  of  Her 
M^eaty's  Land  Forcea  at  Home  and  Abroad,  ezdasiTe  of  India,  which  will  eome  in 
course  of  payment  daring  (ha  year  ending  on  the  Slat  day  of  Uareh  1866,  in- 
eluBive." — {The  Marqwit  of  EariingUm)  ...  »■  ••■  1821 

Vhereapoa  Motion  made,  aod  QuestioQ  propose}, 

"  That  the  Item  of  £081  19*.  7A,  fer  the  Ui^w  Oeoeral  attaohed  to  the  Foot  Guardi,  bo 
omitted  from  the  proposed  vote.'*— (A> /oAr  TVeteimy)  ...  m.  1822 

After  short  debate,  Question  put: — The  Committee  divided  ;  Ayes  27, 
Noes  47  ;  Majority  20  : — To  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  flit  again. — 
{Colonel  Dunne)  ..  ..  . .  . .  1822 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow  .-—Committee  also  report  Progress;  to 
sit  again  To-morrote. 

Oolonial  Naval  Defence  Bill  [BUI  51]— 

Sill  contidered  in  Committee    . .  . .  . .  ■  •  1823 

After  short  debate,  Bill  reported,  without  Amendment. 

LOEDS,  FRIDAY,  MARCH  17. 

Their  Lordships  met;  and  having  gone  through  the  Bunness  on  the  Paper, 
Tithout  debate, — ^Honse  adjoonied. 

COMMONS,  FRIDAY,  MARCH  17. 
Anicnn0rju.TtON  op  JuanicB  ih  Ikkund— Question,  Colonel  QreviUe;  Answer, 

Sir  Robert  Feel  ..  ..  ..  ..  1825 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 

{Colwel  OreviUe.) 
Short  debate  thereon : — Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 
Fatbitt  and  Cumbb  Bolls  or  Ibzlahb  —  QooBtion,  Mr.  Longfleld ;  Aiuww* 

Mr.Feel      ..  ..  ..  ..  1829 

OABDKira  nr  Htdb  Fasz — Question,  Mr.  Blackburn;  Answer,  Mr.  Cowper    . .  1830 

Abvt  —  The  Wab  Oftice  —  Question,  Sir  Staffivd  Northoote ;  Answer,  IHie 

Marquess  of  Hartington      , .  , .  . .  . .  1830 

Lrou— Atfaibs  or  OnsE— Question,  Lord  Stanley ;  Answer,  Sir  Charles  Wood  1830 

SvppLT— Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  Chair:"— 

PoLAVs — Amendment  proposed, 

ffo  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That"  to  the  end  of  tlte  (^neitlon,  in  order  to  add  the  vords 
"  Whereaa  the  Roiaian  Government  ihowi  iti  detenniaation  to  set  at  noof^  the  eofags* 
menta  it  contracted  in  ISIS  recpectlng  Poland  : 

**  Whereaa  the  reepect  of  thoee  engagements  voa  the  condition  on  which  the  Powers  of 
Europe  consented  to  recogniie  as  lawnil  the  possession  by  the  Roasiao  Tsar  of  the  greatest 
mi  of  anoient  Poland : 

n  This  noose  cannot  any  longer  abstain  from  proolaiming  that  the  violation  of  tboaa  engage- 
menti  impUea  the  Iraftitnre  by  the  Tsar  of  ail  ri|^  to  snob  dominioo,  and  alio  of  idl 
right  to  any  fluther  payment  by  oonntiy  of  the  aannal  mm  eonoeded  to  Rosna 
under  the  name  of  RnssO'Datoh  Loan,  that  paynWDt  baring  Iwen,  in  181ff,  undertaken 
to  be  paid  during  ibe  space  of  one  hundred  years  in  oonude ration  of  Rnuia  fiuth- 
fblly  co-operating  in  the  maintenance  of  the  stipulations  of  the  sume  Treaty  of  1S10," 
~{Jfr.  ^eimewy,)— instead  thereof  ...  ...  ...  «,  1831 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  ont  stand  part  of 

the  Question." 
After  debate,  Ammdment,  by  leave,  withdrawn 

Sbleci  ConoTXEB  OK  Tbadk  with  Foheioh  Natioks  — Question,  Mr,  W.  B. 

Forster;  Answer,  Mr.  Horsfall :— Long  debate  thereon   , .  , .  ISfiO 

METBOPOLrrAH  PouoB  Ratb — Obswvations,  Mr.  Cox;  Reply,  Sir  Giwt^  Grey  1900 
Civil  Szhvicx  BsmcAna  Question,  Mr.  Augustus  Smith;  Answer,  Mr.  Peel  1006 

MjdaQoeatioD,  "ThatMr.SpeakerdoiiowleaTetIieChair,"|^|„^^jgil^^gIe 
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SUPPLY  amtuUrtd  in  Committee  :-^Gommittee  repoit  FrogresB ;  to  nt  again 
on  MmdaymssX. 

ITnion  Ofiftcers  (Ireland)  Superannuation  Bill  [Bill  53]— 

Hotion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

iimo.'~{8ir  Sf>Urt  PteV)  1907 
After  debate,  Question  pnt,  and  e^mi  to : — Bill  read     and  eoamitM  for 

Tuesday  next. 

Bank  Notes  Issue  BiU  [BiU  12]— 

Sill  cofuwtnW  in  Committee  ..  ..  1909 

BiU  r«port4d:  to  be print^i,  as  amended  [Bill  75];  rp-emmiM  for  ^Viday 
next 

Kntil^  'SiSi--{i^.I>odMon)—pmeKUd;  nad  1<*        ...  ...  ...  1009 

East  India  (Goremor  General's  Powers,  *c)  Bill— CAwiw  WMd)-pretented  ; 

read  1*  [Bill  76]     ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1900 

Bast  India  High  Courts  BiU— ('SiV  CharUt  Wi>od)—fmented  j  read  10  [Bill  77]  ...  1010 
chemists  and  BrnggiVtS  BUlr-Aots  read ;  RewloUoii  eeMidered  la  ConuaUtea 

B«olDtimn]wrM({;  jnvwnfMl;  read  1*  [BUI  78]    ...  ...  ...  1010 

TixinoH  ov  Ibiuiid— Selsct  Gommittee  nmma^  .*~List  of  Committee    . .  1910 

LOEDS,  HOITDAY,  UABCH  20. 
Nxw  Gotnos  w  Jvsnos — 
Mimdt  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House, 

**  Coptei  of  tbe  Plan  or  Plana  which  have  been  taggested  for  the  Site  and  BaUdings  of  the 
wopoeed  Courts  of  Justice ;  And  alto, 

"  Return  of  the  Number  of  Houses  and  of  the  Names  of  tbe  Street^  Iabos,  and  Places, 
and  Courts  oom^ised  In  the  Site  to  be  pnrohassd  for  tbe  paiposes  of  thoBame."— (£iri 
Stanhope)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1910 

Aiter  deb«te,  Uoticm  (l^  Leave  of  Ae  ^rase)  wHMrawn. 

COHUOITS,  UOITDAT,  KARCH  20. 
NiQHi  BKTness  (Hbtsopohs) — Question,  Mr.  Hanbury ;  Adsvot,  Mr.  YlUierB  1930 

AxicT — Thb  Rifle  BBioAnn  ajts  'WmrwoKrH  Bulbs— Question,  Sir  Frederic 

Smith ;  Ansver,  The  Marquess  of  Hartington  . .  . .  1920 

Wist  Iksia  abd  Fiomo  Steaidship  Cokfaht's  Mail  Cohibacis— Qoeetioii, 

Mr.  CaTo;  Answer,  Mr.  Fed  . .  . .  . .  1921 

Tax  Patekt  OnKo— Mb.  Eramns — Question,  Mr.  Hodj^inson;  Answer, 

Sir  George  Grey  . .  . .  . .  . .  1921 

BoADs  (Soocuvn)— Questios,  Mr.  Leslie ;  Answer,  Lord  Elcho  . .  1922 

BamBH  FaopKBTT  in  thb  Cohfkubbaxb  Sxaxbb — Question,  Mr.  Gregory; 

Answer,  ISx.  Layard         . .  . .  . .  , .  1922 

Katt— GitEEmncH  Hosfixai— Question,  Sir  Morton  Feio ;  Answer,  Mr.  Cbilders  1 923 

Thk  Ibzsh  CoimABDLAKT  AiH)  THB  Gahe  LioBV8EB.^ae8tion,  Mr.  Dawson; 

Answer,  Sir  Bobert  Feel     . .  . .  . .  .  •  1928 

SuxPLT— Motion  made,  and  Qoestion  poposed,  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 
leaTe  the  Chair:"— 

Govs  zos  CoAsi  DsniiOBS— ObsenrationB,  Mr.  Henry  Berkeley ;  Beply,  The 
Marqnees  of  Hartington  t—Debate  thereon  . .  . .  . .  1924 

B21TI8H  SvBjicTs  IS  Ghiita  —  Obsenrations,  Colonel  Sykes  j  Beply,  Tbe 
Attorney  General  , ,  . .  . .  . .  1946 

BrsiA — B<»CBAT  Baox  Bat  Skuods— Observations,  Mr.  TSjsaxf  S^mour  ; 
Beply,  ffir  Charles  Wood  ..  1950 

Main  Question,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chaw/'  salO^ 
VOL.  CLXXVII.  [tHZAD  snoss.]        [  e  ] 
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SXTf  PLT— Asm  Bsiimaiss— twuuilnvd  in  Committee— 

(In  tiie  Committee.) 

(1.)  Original  Qnestion  [ICarch  16J  again  proposed, 

**  That  a  anm,  aot  exceeding  £5,431^67.  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  dofiny  the  Charge 
of  the  General  Staff,  and  Regimental  Pay,  AUowaQoes,  and  Ghai^  of  Her  Majestj'a 
lAod  Forces  at  Home  and  Abroad  exolaaive  of  India,  whiob  wiU  oome  in  coarse  of 
payment  daring  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1866,  inolusiTO."— <2%«  Mar* 
qiteti  of  Bartington)  ...  ...  ...  •»  1955 

After  debatef  Question  put^  and  agreed  to: — Vote  agreed  to. 
(2.)  £l,205,800j  Commiwuiat  EstaUiahmeut,  Serricea,  and  Uorement  of 
Troops. 

(3.)  £574,256.  Clothing  EataUiahmenta,  Services,  and  Supplies  . .  1974 

Bhort  debate,  Vote  agreed  to. 
(4.)  £609,900,  Barrack  EataUisbments,  Serrioes,  and  Sapplies. 
(5.)  £44,385,  Divine  Service  . .  . .  . .  . .  1974 

After  Bhoit  debate.  Tote  (^rted  to, 
(6.)  £26,300,  Uarttal  Law     . .  . .  . .  . .  1974 

After  short  debate.  Vote  t^eed  to. 
(7.)  £246,544,  Army  Medical  EstabUahment,  Service  and  Supplies. 
(8.)  £786,400,  Disembodied  IGUtia  . .  . .  . .  1976 

After  rii(vt  debate,  Tote  agreed  to. 
(9.)  Hotion  made,  and  Qnestion  proposed, 

**  That  a  mm,  not  exoeeding  £91,000,  be  granted  to  Her  l^eitj,  to  in/tss  the  CbaMe 
of  Um  Teomanry  vbich  wilt  come  in  ooorw  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on  ma 
Slit  day  of  Manh  ISSe,  inoInalTe"   ...  ...  ...  1981 

After  short  debate,  Wherenpon  Kotion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  ram,  notexceeding £17,897, be  granted  to  Her  Sb^ei^,  todeC^theCtaugeof  the 
Teomanry,  which  will  come  in  eoarse  of  payment  dnring  ttw  year  eudbg  on  the  31st 
day  of  March  1866,  indn^ve."— <Jfr,  Lamom)        ...  ...  ...  1961 

After  short  debate,  Hotion,  by  leave,  mfhirmon* 
Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(10.)  £334,900,  Toluntecrs     . .  . .  . .  1983 

After  short  debate.  Tote  agreed  to. 
(11.)  £46,000,  Enrolled  Pensioners  and  Army  Besenre  Force  . .  1983 

After  short  debate,  Tote  agreed  to* 
(12.)  Kotion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

**  That  a  nm,  not  exoeeding  £373,900,  be  granted  to  Her  Mqesty  to  defray  the  Charge  of 
the  Hanafitotnring  Departmenta,  which  will  come  in  coarse  ^  payment  daring  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1800,  inolasive." 

After  short  debate.  Whereupon  Motion  made,  and  Qnestion  proposed, 

*'  That  the  Item  of  £93,550,  for  materials  at  the  lU^  Gun  Ftetorie^  be  omitted  from  the 
proposed  Vote."— (CWoiK/Syi«5)     ...  ...  ...  ,„  ]969 

After  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

After  farther  debate.  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(13.)  £485,000,  Warlike  Stores,  agreed  to     , .  . .  . .  1999 

Hotion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  now  report 
Progress  (after  debate),  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow: — Committee  to  sit  again  on  TTedneeday, 
Xetropolitaa  HooaeleM  Poor  BUM-'^*  Viaien)-praeiiM;  read  i%  tBiU  83]    . .  2001 
Lahore  Bishopric  —  Reeolatioo  eontidered  in  Committee :  —  RMolHti<«  to  be  reported 

Drainage  and  Improrement  of  Lands  (Ireland)  Frorisianal  Orders  Conflrma- 
tUm  BUl-(^<  PeOi-prmtUeds  xtU  1%  im  8S]  ...  . .  2002 
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LOKDS. 


SAT  FIRST. 

Ttbsdat,  Febbuabt  7. 
Ths  Earl  Cadogan,  after  the  Death  of  hia  Father. 

FbidIt,  Fxbbvabt  24. 
The  Lord  Ozenford,  after  the  Death  of  his  Father. 

Thttbsdat,  Maboh  2. 
The  Duke  of  develand,  after  the  Death  of  his  Brother. 

TOOK  THE  OATH. 

TUXSDAT,  FKBB0ABT  7. 

The  Archbishop  of  DaUin. 

Thubsdat,  Fbsbuibt  9. 
The  Bishop  of  Eilnuffe,  &o. 


COMMONS- 


NEW  WEITS  ISSITED  DURING  THE  RECESS. 

For  EatUngi,  v.  Lord  Harrj  Tane»  now  Doke  of  Cleveland. 
For  Carmarthen  Borough,  v»  David  Morris,  Esq.,  deceased. 
For  Suffolk  Countif  (Western  BiviBion],  v.  Earl  Jermjm,  noT  Ifarquees  of  Bristol. 
For  Wortoick  CotaUy  (Northern  DivlsioD),  v.  Richard  Spooner,  Esq.,  deceased. 
For  BiU»  Ctntmigt    David  Uure,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Judges  of  file  Court  of  Session  in 
Scotland. 

NEW  WRITS. 

TuxsDAT,  Febbtjabt  7. 
For  Dralee^  v.  Right  Hon.  Thomas  O'Hagan,  one  of  the  Judges  (tf  tiie  Oonrt  of 

Common  Pleas  in  Ireland. 
For  Cork  City,  v.  Francis  Lyons,  Esq.,  Steward  of  Hempholme. 
For  Salford,  v.  Right  Hon.  William  Nathaniel  Hassey,  Uember  of  the  Coonoil  of 

India. 

For  Truro,  v.  Uontague  Edward  Smith,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Fleas.  Digitized  by  Google 


NEW  VfBlTB— continued. 

HOITDAT,  FeBRVABT  13. 

Fot  Itpperary  Counti^,  v.  The  O'Donoghtte,  Chilteni  Hundreds. 

Tuesday,  Febrvabt  14. 
For  LancasUr  Borough,  v.  Samuel  Gr^son,  Esq.,  deceased. 

Thitbsdat,  March  9. 

For  WUti  (Northern  Division)  v.  The  Bight  Bixa.  Henry  Satton  Sotheron  Estooarf^ 
Ifanor  of  Northstead. 

NEW  HEUBEBS  SWORN. 

Tuesday,  Fbbeuabt  7. 
Exet0r — Lord  Conrtenay. 

Suffolk  Covn^  (Weateni  DiTiaion)— Lord  Angostos  Henry  Charles  Herrey. 
Wdrteiek  County  (Northern  DlTiaion) — William  Davenport  Bromley,  Esq. 
Carmarihm  Borough — William  Morris,  Esq. 
StttUngt—'Rim.  Qwt^  WaldegraTe*Ledie. 

T&UB8DAY,  FbSSUABY  9. 

Bute  County — Hon.  George  Frederick  Boyle. 

Thubsdat,  Febbuaby  16. 
8alfori—Jo}s.n  Gheetham,  Esq. 

Tuesday,  Febbuaby  21. 
Thtro— Fnderiok  Martin  Williams,  Esq. 

Fbidat,  Febbuaby  24. 
LaneaOor  Borough~~Besixy  William  Schneider,  Esq. 

MoKDAY,  Febbuaby  27. 
Cork  Ci'^y— Nicholas  Daniel  Morphy,  Esq. 

MrarnAT,  Mabch  6. 
Tij^mwry  Coufi^y— Charies  Uxrate,  Esq.  ' 

Tuesday,  ICabch  7. 
^VoJisa— Daniel  0*Donoghue,  Esq.,  commonly  called  Hie  0*Donog^ae. 
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THE  CABINET. 

Fint  hari  of  the  Trtumj       ,      .  Ri^bt  Hon.  YUooiuit  FAummHr. 

Lord  OhuoelloF   Right  Hon.  Lord  Wbbtbvbt. 

Praddentofthe  OoOB^     «...  Ri^t  Hon.  Eari  Quimuji. 

Lord  Frivr  Seal   Hu  Gnuw  the  Duke  ot  Abotll. 

Saervtary  of  State,  Home  Department       .  Right  Hon.  Sir  Gioaea  Gbbt,  BL 

Secretary  of  State,  Foreini  Departowot  .  lUght  Hon.  Eaii  Rosnu. 

Seoretai7  of  State  IbrOMOBfet   .     «     *  Right  Hob.  Etnriu  Oiunnu. 

Seoretary  of  State  for  War      .      .      .  Right  Hon.  Earl  De  Gaar  and  Rifon. 

Ssoretarr  of  State  t»  IttAa       .      .      .  Rlghi  Bon.  Sbr  OuMUls  WooB,  Bt. 

Chaooellor  of  the  Exchequer   .      .      .  Right  Hon.  Willuh  Evabt  Ghumon, 
Tint  Lord  of  the  Admiralty      .      ,      .His  Grace  the  Duke  of  SousRaiT. 

Prerident  of  the  Board  of  Trade    .      .  Right  Hon.  Tnoiua  MiuntB  Guson. 

Poitmaiter  General    .      .      <      .      .  Bight  Hon.  Losed  Sujilit  of  Alokbut. 

ChaaodlMrortheDiiehjofLaiMartW  I^pit  Hob.  Earl  oTCuuhmii. 

CUaf  OomiBiiBoner  of  the  Fow  Law  Bo»d .  Bight  Htw.  Oublii  Pbikui  Viiubbi. 

NOT  IN  THE  CABINET. 
FMd  Marekal  ConaHadkif4»«hi«f      <      H.R.H.  the  Ddte  of  Oiulaa. 

^^%5S1S*E£Stf*^  f'^*'}  Bigbt  Hoo.  B«T  A«n,  Bb«-. 
^j^SSUl;^  rf  W«ita  ud  PrtB.jBj^tHon.Wnii«Fi«a-Coi™. 

{(ED«ABI>  HVSBflIBB  KtuTOHBau^HuoBmir,  Eiq.t 
Wtixux  Patbick  Adoi.  Esq.,  and  Lleotenaiit 
Colonel  the  Hon.  Ltrai  Whiti. 
Admiral  the  Hon.  Sir  Fbbdibiok  Willuh  Gbbt, 
G.C.B.,  Rear  Admiral  Cs&blii  Edib,  0.B,,  Rear 
Admiral  EmriBD  GBiwn  Fuiuira,  Rm  Admiral 
the  Hon.  Jahbb  Rosut  DBtiiiiionik  O.B.,  and 
HcoH  CuLUns  Eaboibt  CniuiiBa,  Eeq. 

Jefat  S^mMm  of  the  Tnanry .     .      {^K^rS^^^Sj'^  "*  ^* 

Seareta«7  of  tbo  Admiral^  Vice  Admiral  Lord  Clabbnoi  EwJnl  FmR|  0.ti. 

Seoretuy  to  the  Poor  Law  Commiseioaers  .  Hon.  VUoonnt  Ekhbld. 

Under  Seeretaiy  fbr  the  Home  Department  .  Tdoius  Qmbm  BABtve,  Esq. 

Under  BeoNtary  tar  Fore^  AAbt  *  Aobibji  Hmv  Latabd,  Eeq. 

Under  Seoretary  for  the  C^dodei        .      .  Right  Hon.  CmoHBtiBB  Sjukibl  FomMtn. 

Under  Secretary  ftn*  War       ...  Most  Hon.  Harqnessof  Habtoktom. 

Under  Seoretary  for  India  ....  Right  Hon.  Lord  DnrnUH. 

Judge- AdTOoate  QMaml  ....  Right  Hon.  Taolua  EuBMir  HUBU 

AttOTner  General   Sir  RoimmiiL  Palkb^  Kat. 

SoUailor  flMeral  .     ■     .     <     .  Sir  Bonn  Ftwim  GouI■l^  Knt. 

SCOTLAND.* 

Lord  AdTooate      «     .     .     .     .      Right  Hon.  Jiue  HmoMKSn. 
SoUdtor  General  Gbomb  Tonts,  Eiq* 

ntEtAND. 

hard  Lieutenant  Right  Hon.  Lord  Wonaevo. 

Lord  Chancellor  Right  Hon.  Maubbb  Bbast. 

Chief  Seentarjr  to  the  LwdLiaatemiit   .      Right  Hen.  Sir  Ko«bbt  Pbm^  Bt. 

Attorney  Geoenl  Bight  Hon.  jAiaa  Amtbobt  LiinKW. 

SoUoitorOenn«l  I^abd  Sulutab,  Eeq. 

QmCElTS  HOUSEHOLD. 

Lord  Steward   Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Sr.  OiBuae. 

Lord  Chamberlain      .  .    .  '    *      .     .  Right  Hon.  Viaoount  Stbvbt. 

Maatar  of  the  Hone      ....  Moat  Hon.  Harqnaas  of  AoBlBwr. 

Treamrer  of  the  Household       .      .      .  Right  Hon.  Vlscoant  Binr. 

Comptroller  of  the  Boaertiotd       .  Right  Htm.  Lord  Pbobt. 

^eeCbsmboiainof  tboHooidiold    .      .  Bight  Hm.  Vkoonal  Cahubmii. 

Captain  of  the  Corps  of  Gentlemen  at  Amu  Right  Hon.  Lord  Tom. 

Captain  of  the  Teomen  of  the  Guard  Right  Hon.  Eari  of  Dooa. 

HaMerof  theBwkhoanai  ,  .  Right  Hon.  EUl  of  BaMBoaovHt. 

Chief  Eqaenr  and  Clerk  Ifarahal    .     .  LMd  Aivbbd  Hbitbt  Pmbt. 

lli.tr...  of  the  Robe.      ....  BMrGftM  the  Dsoheu  of  Me 
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Meh. — According  to  ihe  U$ag«  of  Parliament,  when  ^  Eoute  appMnti  a  SeUet  Com- 
mittee, the  Lords  appoirUea  to  terve  upon  U  are  named  in  the  Order  of  their  Bank, 
heginnino  with  Highest ;  and  to,  when  the  Eoute  tendt  a  Conmittee  to  a  Confer- 
ence with  the  Commons,  the  Lord  Highest  in  Bank  it  called  firtt,  and  the  rest  go 
forth  in  like  Order:  But  when  the  Whole  House  is  called  over  for  any  Ptarpote 
wit&in  the  House,  or  for  the  Purpose  of  proceeding  forth  to  Westminster  HWf  ongxm 
anifpubUe  SoleuuUtif,  the  CaU  begmtinvariaUjf  with  the  Junior  Banm, 


Hit  Bojal  HighneBS  The  Fuxoh  of 

WAUtS. 

His  Rojal  Highness  Gbobob  Fbedebios 
Albxaitdbb  Chablbs  Ernest  Avocstus 
Duke  of  CuicBBRLASD  Am  Tbtiotdalb. 
{King  qf  Hanover.) 

His  Royal  Highness  Oeoroe  Williau  Fbe- 
DBBiCK  Chablbs  Dake  of  Cahbbidgb.- 

Chablbs  Tbohas  Archbishop  of  Caktbb- 

BUBT. 

RiOHABD  Lord  Westburt,  Lord  Ckaiu^hr. 
WnxUH  Arohbiahop  of  Tore. 
RiOHAN)  OHBBsm,  ArehUshop  of  Bbblim. 
Gbantillb  Oxobgb  Earl  Qraxtiub,  Lord 

President  of  Council. 
GzORGB  DotTGLAB  Lord  SDNDRmoE.  (Duke 

of  Argyll.)    Lord  Privy  Seal. 

Hbmbt  Pake  of  Norfolk,  Barl  Manhal 

of  England. 
Edwabd  Adoiphvs  Dnke  of  SoicEBaBT. 
Chablbs  Hbxbt  Soke  of  Riohhohs. 
WiLUAU  Hxnrt  Duke  of  Grafton. 
HsNBT  Chablbs  FmaoT  Duke  of  Bbad- 

fort. 

Wnuui  Ahbuus  Aobbbt  ob  Vbri  Dnke 
of  Saint  Albans. 

0BORO8  GODOLFHIN  Doko  of  LeIDB. 

WiLUAH  Dake  of  Bidfobd. 


WnuAH  Dake  of  Dbtorshibb. 

John  Winston  Duke  of  Marlborovoh, 
Chablbs  Cbcil  John  Dake  of  Rdiund. 

WiLLiAic  Albzander  Lodis  Stbphbn  Dake 

of  Bbandon.  {DtJee  of  Hamilton.) 
WiLUAK  John  Dake  of  Portland. 
WiLLUX  Dboqo  Dnke  of  Hanotbbcbb. 

Hehbt  Pblhau   Alezabseb  Dnke  of 
Xbvcastue. 

AlOBBNON  Duke  of  NoRTHnUBERLAMD. 

Abtbvr  Richard  Duke  of  Wellinstor. 

Richard  Flantaoehbt  Caufbbll  Duke  of 
BircsiKGHAH  and  Chandos. 

Gbobob  Gbavtillb  Williax  Duke  of 

Sdtherlabd. 
Harrt  Gbobob  Dake  of  Giotblavd. 

John  Uarquess  of  Winchester. 

Gbobge  Marquees  of  Twbbddalb.  {Elected 

for  Scotland.) 
Hbxrt  Uarquess  of  Lansdownb. 
John  Yillibbs  Stuart  Uarquess  Towns- 

HBND. 

Jahes  Brownlow  Williau  Uarquess  of 

Salisbobt, 
John  Alexander  Uarquess  of  Bath. 
Jakes  Uarqneu  of  Abbboow. 
BiOHABD  Uarquess  ot  HBanOBD.  i 

Digitized  by  V^OOg IC 


ROLL  OF  THE  LORDS  SPIBITUAL  AND  TEMPORAL. 


JoHK  Patkioe  HarquesB  of  Bcra. 
Bbowhlow  Uu-qneu  <tf  Exbtbb. 
Cbablbs  Uarqneu  of  Kobthahftoit. 
Oboboe  Chables  UarqnesB  CAHDiir. 
Henbt  Harqoess  of  Akoleskt. 

GiOBax  Hoiuno  Uwqueas  of  Cholhondb- 
ur. 

HXHBT  WSTSrOBD  ClCUUES  PLAXTAQKHBT 

Marqoeas  of  Has^itos. 
Geobqe  Willuk  Fbbdebiok  MarquoBB  of 

AILBSB0RT. 

Osobob  Tbokas  John  KaraneH  of  West- 
KBAiH.   {EUcted  for  Irtkmd,) 

Fbedbbiok  WnxiAH  Johv  Uarqnew  of 

Bbistol. 
Abchibald  Marquess  of  Aiesa« 
BiCHABD  Marquess  of  Westionsteb. 

GXOBQE  AuaVSTOS  COMSIAKTINB  MarquosB 
of  NOBHAKBT. 

EoWABD  OBAHmLB  Earl  of  Sadit  Obb- 
HANS,  Lord  8t$»ard  ike  Eow- 
hold. 

Henbt  John  Earl  of  Shbewsbdbt. 
Edvabd  Gboffbet  Earl  of  Debet. 
Franou  Theofhilvs  Herbt  Earl  of 

HuNTINfiDON. 

Geoboe  Robebt  Cbables  Earl  of  Fbm- 
bboee  and  Montooiiebt. 

WiLUAic  RxoniALD  Earl  of  Devon. 
Chakles  John  Earl  of  Sutfou:  and 
Bebkshibe. 

WiLUAH  Basil  Pebct  Earl  of  Denbiob. 
Fbahoxb  Wileiax  Hinbt  Earl  of  West- 

MOBLAXB. 

GxoBGE  AuovsTtTs  Fbedxxioe  Albexablb 

Earl  of  Ldtdset. 
Geoboe  Habbt  Earl  of  Stakfobd  and 

Wabbznotom. 

CtaOBSE  Jaub  Earl  of  Wircbilsea  and 

NornNOHAH. 
Geobge  Earl  of  Chesterfield. 
John  William  Earl  of  Sandihoh. 
Abihub  Algebkom  Earl  of  Eaaxx. 
Jahes  Thouas  Earl  of  Cabdioan. 
Williah  George  Earl  of  Cablislb. 
Walter  Francis  Earl  of  Doncaster. 

{DtUee  of  Bwxleuch  and  Quemibany.) 

Anthokt  Earl  of  Shaftesburt. 

  Earl  of  Bebxklbt. 

Hontaqu  Earl  of  Abinodon. 
Bichabd  Geoboe  Earl  of  Soabbbouob. 


Geoboe  Thohas  Earl  of  Albekaiob. 
Geoboe  Whlluc  Earl  of  Cotxntbt. 
Viotor  Aisncr  Gbob«b  Bad  of  Jbhsbt. 
Williah  Henbt  Earl  Poclett. 

Sholto  John  Earl  of  Morton.  {SUetedfor 

Scotland.) 

Jakes  Earl  of  OAiimnm.  {JBleelod  for 
Scotland.) 

CospATRtcK  Alexander  Earl  of  Home. 

(Elected  for  Scotland.) 
Thomas  Gboroe  Earl  of  Stbathkorb. 

(Elected  for  Scotland.) 
George  Earl  of  HADDDiaTOir.  (Stectedjbr 

StK^and.) 

Datid  Graham  Dbdmmond  Eail  of  AiRUX. 

(Elected  for  Scotland.) 
Dunbar  James  Earl  of  Selkibe.  (Elected 
for  Scotland.) 

Thomas  John  Earl  of  Obkkst.  (Elected 
fin-  BeoUand.) 

Sewalus  Edward  Earl  Febrebs. 

WnjjAM  Walter  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 

Chablbs  Eail  of  Tankxbtilli. 

Heneaob  Earl  of  Atlestord. 

Francis  Thomas  de  Gret  Earl  CoinvR. 

Fhiuf  Henbt  Earl  Stanhofe. 

Thomas  Adoostus  Woutenbolhx  Earl  of 

JfAOCLBSFIXU). 

Geobge  Wsujah  Richard  Earl  of  Pov- 

PEET. 

Jambs  Earl  Graham.  (Duke  of  Montroee.) 
WnuAX  Febdrrick  Earl  Waldeoratb. 
Bertram  Earl  of  Ashbubnham. 
Sethovb  Sidnbt  Hydx  Earl  of  Hab* 

RINSTON. 

Isaac  Kewton  Earl  of  Portsmouth. 
George  Gut  Karl  Brooks  and  Earl  of 
Warwick. 

Augustus  Edwabd  Earl  of  Buckinghaji- 

BBDtE. 

WnuAM  THOHAfl  SrsKOBB  Earl  Fnswn- 

UAM. 

DuDLKT  Francis  Earl  of  Guilford. 
Gharlxs  Philip  Earl  of  Hardwiokb. 
Henbt  Edward  Earl  of  Ilohesxeb. 
Gbobob  JoHN'Eaii  Db  La  Wars. 
William  Earl  of  Ramob. 
John  Potnts  Earl  Sfbnoeu. 
Henbt  George  Earl  Bathdrst. 
Arthur  Wills  Blundsll  Sakdts  Tbvm< 


bull  Windsor  Earl  of  H 
{Marque$$  q/*  Downehwe) 
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OBOBeB  WmuAH  Fbbdibiok  Eurl  of 

CuBENiHnr. 
WnjiAH  Datid  Earl  of  MiHsmLD. 
V7ILUAK  Bart  of  Absmatxbxt. 

JoHv  Jaices  Hvgb  HmT  BmI  Snucn. 

{Ihtke  o/Athol.) 

WnxuK  Hehbt  Eari  of  Honra  Edo- 

ouhbx. 
HtWB  Barl  FoBUBom. 
Obobob  Earl  of  BiriBiaT. 

HsintT  HowABS  HoLTinvx  Earl  of  Oa»* 
HABTfnr.  - 

Hbhrt  Ceabexs  Barl  Cadooav. 

Jahbd  Howard  Eari  of  MAiMEaBOBT, 

Georoe  John  Dahtbxs  Earl  of  Laites- 
BOBODSB.   {SUeltdfar  IrdmuL) 

Stkpbsk  Earl  of  Momn  Oashbia.  {Ele»' 
ted /or  Ireland.) 

Hekkt  Johh  Reuben  Earl  of  Portab 
LraflTOK.    (EUeted/or  Ireland.) 

Robert  Earl  of  Hato.   (Sleeted  for  Ire- 
land,) 

JoHK  Earl  of  Erib.   (MIeeied  for  Tr9- 
land.) 

Johh  Otvat  O'Cohnob  Bad  of  Hmuxt. 

{Elected far  Ireland.) 

WnuAH  Earl  of  Wioklow.  (Sltoled/or 
Mmd.) 

Gborgb  Chablbs  Earl  of  Luoan.  {Elec- 
tedftrlrekmd.) 

SoHBBBBT  RicHABD  Bad  oC  Bbluobb. 
{Sleeted  f«r  IreUmd.} 

Frahois  Barl  of  Babdoh,   (Sleeted  for 
trOmd,) 

Jahes  Albxaniibb  Earl  tS  Rosauir. 
WnxiAH  Earl  of  Craven. 
Arthur  Qeorob  Bari  of  Onslow. 
Charlbs  Barl  of  Rohnet. 
Hbhrt  Thohas  Earl  of  GmoHEBiBk 
THOiua  Barl  of  Wxwnr. 
Edward  Jambs  Earl  of  Pown. 
Horatio  Earl  Nbuob. 

WauAu  Barl  of  Rosbb.    (SUeiad  for 
Irdemd.) 

SiDKBT  Wauui  Hbbbbbt  Bad  ICABrnw. 
Horatio  Earl  of  OBrau). 
Hbhrt  Barl  Qrbt. 
WnuAH  Earl  of  Lorsoalb. 
DmosT  Earl  of  Harrowrt. 
Hbhrt  Thtihb  Earl  of  Harbwood. 


WniJAjc  Huoh  Barl  of  Uoiio. 
Al&h  Fbbbbuox  Bari  Catboabt. 
James  Waubr  Eari  of  Trbdlam. 

JOBK  WiLUAH  SfRHOBR  BbOVHIiOW  BstI 

Browhi^w. 
Edward  Oraxtiub  Barl  of  Saibt  Obr- 
HANS,    {In  anoOier  place  as  Lord 
Steward  of  the  Soutekold,) 

Albert  Edbdhd  Bari  of  lC<»unr* 
Gborob  AoavBiuB  Fbbdbbiox  Bsbbt  Bari 

of  Bradford. 
Hbhrt  Bari  Bbauohabp. 

Richard  Earl  of  Banxbt.   (Steeled  for 
IMand.) 

Gbobob  Fbedbbick  Saitoel  Eari  Db  Obet. 
Johh  Eari  of  Eldoh. 
RioHAKD  WnfJAM  Pbhh  Bari  Hows. 
Cbabcbs  S(wicbb8  Bari  Sohbbbs. 
Johh  Edward  Cobhwauib  Eari  of  Strad- 

BROEE. 

Ororob  Hbhrt  Bokbbt  Chawob  WnuAX 

Bari  Yahb. 
WmjAX  Put  Barl  Abhbrst. 
John  Frkdbrick  Vavohah  Bari  OaiVdob. 
WiLUAU  Gborob  Bari  of  HimBiBB. 
Adah  Eari  of  Oahpbrdowb. 
Thomas  Georob  Earl  of  Lichfield. 

Gxorgb   Frederick  D'Arot  Earl  of 
Durham. 

Granville  GsoRax  Eari  Gbahtillb.  {In 
another  place  as  Zord  AwndnU  1/  tHa 

Comal.) 

Hbhrt  Earl  of  EFmoHAH. 
Hbhrt  Johh  Barl  of  Duoib. 

Chablbs  Uaudb  Wobslet  Earl  of  Tab> 

borouoh. 

James  Henrt  Robbbi  Bari  Ihhib.  {Didtt 

of  Soxhwrgke.) 
TwauB  WiLuui  Eari  of  Leiobbibb. 
William  Earl  of  Lotelaob. 
Thomas  Eari  of  Zbelabd. 
Chabu»  Noibl  Eari  of  Gairbboboovb. 
Edward  Earl  of  Eizxkborouoh. 
Francis  Chablbs  G&antillb  Bail  of 
Eii£uiere. 

George  Stevkhs  Earl  of  Stratfobb. 
WiLLiAH  Johh  Bari  of  Oorehham. 
Hbhrt  Riobard  Chablbs  Barl  Cowun. 
Archibald  Wiujam  Bari  of  Wnnox. 
{Sari  qfSglmtom.) 

WiLUAH  Eari  of  Dvdlbt. 
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JoBR  Sari  Bvsnub. 

Jobs  Bobbrt  Viaoount  Stbmbt,  Lord 
Chan^arlaia  of  the  Houtehold, 

RoBEBi  Yiscount  Hbbefobd. 

WiLLUX  HZKRT  TiaCOnnt  STR*TH*T.T.ill. 

(JSkOedfar  Scoikmd.) 
HsNBT  yUconnt  Bounobw^  and  St. 
John. 

Stxltn  ^Monnt  FAUtOTrm. 
OsoME  Tisconnt  ToBBiNeiOH. 

AiravBTire  Fbsdebiok  Viacoimt  LxnraiEB. 

(Duke  o/Leituter.) 
Hknrt  Viscotint  Hathabd. 
John  Bobbbt  Viscount  Stsnzt,  (In 

aatOker  pIoM  at  Lord  Chamborlain  of 

tkeOnuMd.) 
Francis  Whelbb  Yiscomit  Hoos. 
Thohab  TiMonnt  Da  Tksoi.   (Elected for 

Ireland.) 

jAWsTiaoonnildrroiu).  (^leetedfor  Ire- 
Zand.) 

Edvabd  Yiseoqnt  Bakoob.  (JSleeled  for 
Ireland.) 

Hatns  Yiicoimt  DonsAliB.  {Ettoiedfor 

Ireland.) 

CoBNWALLis  YiaeouQt  Hawabdkn.  (JSlee- 

led  for  IrelatuL) 
CAamson  Bobbbt  Jphn  ^soonnt  St. 

YiNCENT, 

Hehbt  Yiscoant  VbojnuM. 
Wzuuic  Wblu  Yifloomt  SmHomH. 

Gmroe  YiBconnt  Oobdov.    (Etui  of 

Aberdeen.) 
Bdwabd  THscoont  EzuotnH. 
BxcHABD  John  Ylaeonnt  HmoRnrBOir, 

(Earl  of  Dommghmore.) 
WmJAu  Thohab  YisetHmt.  CuxoABnr. 

(Earl  of  Clancart^.) 

Stahsion  Yisooont  OoHUBMBBa. 

Cha&lbs  John  Yisoonnt  Cantebbubt. 

BowuND  l^soomit  Hill. 

Chablbs  Stewabt  YiBoonnt  HABDmas. 

HvoH  Tiicoimt  Oovoh. 

SiBAiroBD  ^Boonnt  SntATroBD  m  Bbd- 

OUFfB. 

Cbajojk  Yiaeomit  Btbrbut, 

Abohduu)  Cajifbiu.  Bishop  of  Lonxm. 
Chabicb  Bishop  of  Dubhau. 
Chablbs  Biobaiu)  Bishop  of  WiHGEBmi. 
Henbt  Bishop  of  Bibxhb. 
CoNNOp  Bishop  of  St.  Datjd's. 
AaHHVBST  Tnunn  Biabop  of  Obicbbbieb. 


John  Bishop  of  LlonmLo. 

Samuel  Bidiop  of  Oxford. 

Th<hca8  Yowieb  Bishop  of  St.  Aban. 

Jaues  Fbinob  Bishop  of  Mancbbbter. 

Benh  D10E8ON  Bishop  <^  Hbbefobd. 

John  Bishop  at  Chbsteb. 

Alfbed  Bishop  of  Llandaff. 

John  Bishop  of  Lincoln, 

Walter  Kbbb  Bishop  of  Sausbtibt. 

Robert  John  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wblu. 

(In  anoikerplaee  ae  Lord  Aud^cmd.) 
Robert  Bishop  of  Rifon. 
John  Thomas  Bishop  of  Norwich. 
James  Colqiihoiih  Bishop  of  Banoor. 
Joseph  Cotton  Bishop  of  RooffuiBB. 
Samuel  Bishop  of  Carlisle. 
Hekbt  Bishop  of  Woroestbb. 

Charles  John  Bishop  of  GLommiRB  and 
Bbutol. 

Edward  Habbold  Bishop  of  Blt. 
Joseph  Henderson  Bishop  of  JIeath. 
William  Bishop  of  EkiLLALORt  BLlVBiroBAa 
Clonfxrt,  aod  Eiuiaoduaos. 

Hamilton  Bishop  of  Eilmobb,  Blphin, 

and  Abdauoh; 
WoLiAH  lARiroz  LAB0EUB8  Lord  db  Ros. 
Jacob  ^hbt  Delatal  Lord  HAamtcn. 
Oeobob  Edward  Lord  Audlet. 
Peteb  Robert  Lord  Willouobbt  pe 

Erbsbt. 

Thomas  Crosbt  Wouam  Lord  Backs. 
Ohablbb  Bodolfb  Lord  Ounov. 
Thomas  Lord  Gamotb. 
Hbnbt  Lord  Bbaimont. 
GHABLB8  Lord  Stovrion. 
Henrt  William  Lord  BBBNiRfl. 
Henrt  Lord  Wuxooobbt  db  Broeb. 
Saokhlle  Oeobbb  Lord  OoKTBBa. 
Qboroe  Lord  Yadz  of  Harrowdbn. 
Ralph  Gordon,  Lord  Wbntworth. 
Bdward   ADoimn    Fbbdjnans  Imd 
Setmodr. 

St.  Andbbw  Bbavohamp  Lord  St.  Johh 
of  Blhtso. 

Charles  Augustus  Lord  Howard  db 
Waldrn. 

William  Bbbnard  Lord  Fbtbe. 

Fbbderick  Benjamin  Lord  Satb  and  Bbu. 

John  Francis  Lord  Arunoell  of  War- 
dour. 

John  Stuart  Lord  CuFTm^tEarlpf 
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Joseph  Thaddexfs  Lord  Dobmeb. 
Gbobsb  Henbt  Lord  Txthhah. 
Uenbt  Tauntdib  Lord  Statfobd. 
Oeobob  Anson  Lord  Btkon. 
Chablss  Huoa  Lord  Cuffobd  of  CmnK 

UBIOH. 

Albxahdbb  Lord  Saltovk.  {Elected  for 
SeotUmd.) 

John  Lord  Gray.  (Elected/or  Scotland.) 

Chablbb  Lord  Blantibb.  {Elected  for 
SeoOand.) 

Ohabub  John  I^ord  Goltillb  of  Culboss. 
{EheUdfor  SeoOaiuL) 

John  Lord  RoLU).  (EUcUd  for  Scotland.) 

Henbt  Fbahois  Lord  PoLWABiB.  {Elected 

for  Seoiland.) 
BicHABD  Edicitnd  Saxnt  Latbxnce  Lord 

BoTLE.   {Earl  of  Cwh  and  Orrwy.) 

Thohas  Robbbt  Lord  Hat.    {Eaxl  of 

JKtmoul.) 
Henbt  Lord  Hiddlbton. 

WiLLiAv  John  Lord  Monson. 

OxoBttB  John  Bbababon  Lord  Pohsonbt. 
{Earl  of  Seuhorough.) 

Oeobge  John  Lord  Sondes. 

Alfbxd  Nathaniel  HoLDBH^Lwd  SoABa< 

DALE.  •  ' 

Oboboe  Itbs  Lord  Boston. 
Qbobgb  Jaues  Lord  Lotel  and  Holland. 
{Earl  ofEgmont.) 

Qeobge  John  Lord  Yebnon. 

Edvabd  Saint  Vinoent  Lord  Digbt. 

Oboboe  Docolas  Lord  Sitndbidob.  {Duke 
ofArffjfU.)  {2naitoAerplae$  ae  Lord 
Prhy  Seat.) 

Edwabd  TVillluc  Lord  Ha  web. 

Thovas  Hbnbt  Lcffd  Folbt. 

QBOBec  BioB  Lofd  Subtob. 

Thohas  Lord  WALSivftHAV . 

WniiAV  liwd  Bagot. 

Cbablbs  Lord  SonTHAjimv. 

Flbtoheb  Lord  Gbantut. 

Obobob  Bbidobs  Hablbt  Dsnmx  Lord 
Rodnbt. 

William  Lord  Bebwiox. 

Jambs  Henbt  Lbooe  Lord  Shbbborne. 

John  Lord  Ttbobb.  {Marquete  of 
Watefford,) 

Richabd  Lord  Cablbton.  {Earl  of  Shan^ 
nos.) 


THE  LOBSS 

Chables  Lord  Suffield. 

QVT  Lord  DOBCHBSTBB. 

Llotd  Lord  Kbnton. 
Charles  Cobhwallis  Lord  Bbatbbooeb. 

Oeoboe  Hamilton  Lord  Fishebwiok.  (Jfor- 

que$t  of  Donegal.) 
Henbt  Hall  Lord  Gage.  ( Viee^uiU  Qage.) 
Edwabd  Thomas  Lcord  Thdblow. 

Robert  John  Lord  Avckland.  {In  an- 
other  place  at  Bithop  of  Bath  and 
Wellt.) 

Gbobgk  William  Lwd  Ltttelton. 

Henbt  Lord  Ubndip.  ( Viteomi  CUfden,) 

John  Lord  Stuart  of  CaeiU'  Stdabt. 
{Earl  of  Moray.) 

Randolph  Lord  Stewart  of  Oabubs, 

{Earl  of  OdUotoay.) 

James  Gbobob  Hbnbt  Lord  Saltbbsfobd. 
{Earl  of  OowrtowH.) 

WnuAM  John  Lord  Bhodbiok.  ( VUeowt 

mieton,) 
Fbedebioe  Lord  Calthorfb. 
Robbbt  John  Lord  Cabbihoton. 
Hbnbt  Wnxux  Lord  Batning. 
William  Henry  Lord  BoLioir. 
John  Lord  Wodehouse. 
Gbobob  Lord  Nobihwzcx. 
Thomas  Ltttleton  Lord  Lilfobd. 
Thomas  Lord  RiBBLXSDAUt. 
Edwabd  Lord  Dohsant.    {Eheled  Ar 
Ireland.) 

Luonrs  Lord  Inohiqcxn.  {Elected  for 
Inlaad). 

CADWALLADBBDATISLordBLATXn.  {ElcC' 

fed  for  Ireland.) 

Hbhhy  Lord  Fabnham.   {Ekeled  fi»  Ire- 

land.) 

John  Catbndish  Lord  Knjunn.  {EUeUd 

for  Ireland.) 
Robert  Lord  Clonbbock.   {Elected  for 

Ireland.) 

Edward  Lord  Cbofton.  {Elected  for  Ire- 
land.) 

Etbb  Lord  Olarika.  {Eleeted  for  Iro- 
land.) 
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John  (George  Blenoowe, 
Hon.  Henrjr  Boarerie  Wfl- 
liam  Brand. 

LICHFIELD. 
Hon.  (Alfred  Heniy  Paget 

Lord  A.  H.  Paget. 
Hon.  AqgustgB  Heniy  Archi- 
bald AnsoB. 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Jamet  Banks  Stanhope, 
Sir  Montagu  John  dLdme* 

ley  Cholmelej,  bt. 
(PvUtfXettewtmidmBnd. 
Bt.  bon.  Sir  John  Trot- 

lope,  bt., 
Oeorge  HoBioj  Paoke. 

LINCOXjr. 
Charlea  Seelj, 
John  Bramlej  Ifooie. 

USKXARD. 
Balph  Benul  Oabome. 

LIVERPOOL. 

Tbomaa  Berrj-Hon&Il, 
Joeeph  Chriatopher  Bwart. 

LONDON. 
Sir  James  Dake.  bt., 
Oeorge  Joachim  Oosehen, 
Robert  Wygram  Crawford, 
Baron  Lionel  Nathan  Be 

Rothschild. 

LUDLOW. 
Hon.  Georee  Herbert  Wind- 

eor  Wiadaor  CUve, 
Sir  William  Aognataa  Ra- 

■ar;  bt. 

LTME  RSaiS. 
William  Pinnej. 

LYMINGTON. 
^TiUiam    Alexander  Uao- 

kinnoB,  jon., 
Hon.  Oeoige  Charlea  (Goi^ 

don  Lennox)  Lerd  Q,  C. 

Iiennox. 

MACCLESFIELD. 

John  BreeUehotnti 
BdwvdOhtiatopberSgerion. 

"AnwroKB. 

WniiunLee. 
Charles  Buton. 


{COUMOKS,  IMdf 

MALDON. 

Oeorge   Montagu  Wuren 

Peaoocke, 
Thomaa  Snttoa  Westeni. 

MALHESBURT. 
Him.  Henry  Charlea  (Hov 
ard)  Tueonnt  Andovw. 
MALTON. 
Hon.  Charles  William  Went- 

vorth  FitEwilliami 
James  Brown. 

MANCHESTER. 
Thomaa  Bazley, 
James  Aspiniul  Tnmer. 

MARLBOROUGH. 
Bt.  hon.  (Bmeat  Aagastns 
Charles  Bmdraell  Bmoe) 
Lord  B.  A.  G.  B.  Bruce, 
Henry  Bingham  Baring. 

MARLOW  (GREAT). 
Thomas  Peers  Williams, 
Brownlow  William  Knox. 


MARTLEBONE. 
John  Harrer  Lewis, 
Bt.  hon.  Bdnuad  Boyle 
(Roehe)  Loi4  Fermoy. 

MERIONETHSHIRE. 
Waiiam    Watkin  Bdwaiil 
Wynne. 
MERTHTR  TVDVIL. 
Bt.  hon.  Henry  Austin  Bmee. 

MIDDLESEX 
Robert  Hanbnry, 
Hon.  Oeonre  ^nry  Oharies 
(Byag)  Yiseount  Snfleld. 

lODHURST. 
William  Townley  Mitford. 

MONMOUTHSHIRE. 
Charles  Octarius  Swinner 

ton  Morgan, 
Ponlett  George  Beniy  So> 
merset. 

MONMOUTH, 
Crawahay  Bailey. 

MOMTGOMERTSHIRE. 
Charles  Watkins  Williams 
Wynn. 

MONTGOMERT. 
Ion.  Charies  Richard  Doiw- 
las  Hanbory  Traey. 

MOIU>£TH. 

■t.  hon.  Sir  Geosga  Gray,  bt 

NEWARK-UPON-TRENT. 

OroaTenor  Hodgkinson, 
John  Handley. 

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LIMB 
William  Jackson, 

William  tfumj. 


J/iMnAen* 

NEWOASTLE.UFON.TYNE. 
Somerset  AreUbald  Beaa- 

.  moot, 

Bt.  bon.  Thmnas  Emerson 
Headlam. 

NEWPORT.ISLE  OP  WIGHT, 
Robert  William  Eeunatd, 
Plulip  Lybbe  Powys. 

NORFOLK. 
(Eastern  Vioitum.) 

Hon.   Wenman  Clarenea 

Walpole  Coke, 
Bdward  Howes. 

(WtttmtDMalM.) 
George  William  Pierrepont 

Bentinek, 
Charles  Bnunpton  Gurdon. 

KORTHALLERTON. 
Wniiam  Battie  Wxi^tson. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 
{^orthern  Dwitimt.) 

Hon.  William  Alleyne  (Cecil) 

Lord  Bnrghley, 
George  Wani  Hunt. 

(SmUMm  JXvitim.} 
Sir  Rainald  Enightley,  bt.* 
Beniy  Cartwright. 

NORTHAMPTON, 

Charles  CKlpin, 
Bt.  bon.  Anthony  (Henley), 
Lord  Henley. 

NORTHUMBERLAND. 
(AortA«ni  DimriM.) 
Hon.    Algernon  Geoi|;8 

(Percy)  Lord  LoTune, 
Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley, 

bt. 

(AiHtmiMpujM.) 
Wentworth  BUwkett  Beau- 
mont, 

Bon.  Henry  George  Liddell. 

NORWICH. 
Sir  WUliam  BosseU,  bt, 
Edward  Warner. 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 
(AbrtAaniJDAMiM.) 
Hon.  (Bobert  Benebald  Pel- 
ham-Clinton)  Lord  R.  B, 
Pelfaam  Clinton. 
Rt.  hon.  John  Enlyn 
nison. 

Wilham  Hodgson  Barrow, 
Hon.  George  Philip  Cecil 
Arthur  (Strahope)  LonI 
Stanhope. 

NOTTINOHAM. 
Charles  Paget,  ^  , 


List  of 

OLDHAM. 
John  Tomlinsoa  Hibberti 
Jdm  Morgan  Cobbett. 

OXFOBDSHIEB. 
Bt.  faon.  JoMj^  Warner 

Henler, 
John  Sidney  North, 
John  WiUlam  Fane. 

OXFORD  (CITY). 
Charles  Keate, 
Bt.  Hon.  Edward  CardwoU. 

OXPOBD  (UOTVERSOT). 
Rt.  Hon.  Wmui  Bwart 

OladBtone, 
Sir  Wiffiam  Heathoote,  bt 


PEMBROKESHIEE. 
Qeorge  Lort  Pbillips, 

PEMBROKE. 
Sir  Hugh  Owen  Owen,  bt. 

PENRTN  AXD  FAUIOOTH. 
Thomas  George  Baring, 
Samoel  Gnmey. 

PETERBOROUGH. 
Thomson  Hankey, 
George  Hammcmd  Whalley. 

PETERSFtBUX 
Bi.Hon.  Sir  Wiffiam  George 
Hylton  JoUiffe,  bt. 

FLTMOUTH. 
Walter  Moiriion, 
Sir  Bobert  Porrett  Collier, 
knt. 

PONTEFRACT, 
Samnel  WatorhonM, 
Hi^  0«Uing  Bazdlej  ChiU 

POOLE. 
George  Woodroffis  Franhlyn, 
Henry  Daohy  Seymonr. 

PORTSMOUTH. 

Sir  James  Dalrymple  Hoth 

Elphinstoae,  bt., 
Bi.  hon.  Sir  Francis  Thorn- 

lull  Baring,  bt. 

PRESTON. 

Sir  Thomaa  George  Hea- 

keth,  bt., 
Charles  Pascoe  Orenfell. 

RADNORSHIRE. 
Sir  John  Benn  Walsh,  bt. 

RADNOR  mEW). 
Bidiard  Green  Friee. 


{COMMONS,  18661 

READING. 
George  John  Shaw  Lefevre, 
Sir  Franoia  Henry  Gold- 
snudf  bt. 

REIGATE. 
Granrille  William  Gresham 
Lereson  Gower. 

RETFORD  (EAST). 

Rt.  hon.  Geoi^e  Bdward 
Anmdell  (Uonekton-Ar 
nndell)  Tiseoont  Gahraj, 

Francis  John  Savile  F<di 
jambe. 

RICHMOND. 

Sir  RouDdell  Palmer,  knt.,  I 
MarmadakeWyriU. 

BIPON. 
John  Greenwood, 
Reginald  Arthur  Vyaer. 

ROCHDALE. 
Richard  Oobden. 


ROOEESTER. 
Philip  Wykeham  Martin, 
Jc^  Alexander  Kia^ake. 

RUTLANDSHIRE. 
Hon.  Gerard  James  Noel, 
Hon.  Gflbert  Heuy  Heath- 
eote. 

R7E. 

William  Alexander  Maokin' 

non. 

ST.  IVES. 
Heuy  FanU. 

SAIfOBD. 


SALISBURY. 
Edward  Pery  Buckley, 
Matthew  Heniy  Marsh. 

SALOP,  OR  SHROPSHIRE. 

(ybrthmtDioUmt.) 
Hon.  Rowhtttd  Clegg  Hill, 
Joho  Ralph  Ormsby  Gore. 

Rt  hon.  Oilando  Georae 
Ohartes  (Bridgeman)Vu- 
connt  Newpwt, 

Shr  Baldwin  Leighton,  bt. 

SANDWICH. 
Edward  Enatchball-Hoges- 
sen, 

Hon.  Clarence  Edward 
(Paget)  Lord  C.E.Paget. 

SCARBOROUGH. 
John  Dent  Dent, 
Sir  John  Vanden  Bempde 
John8t«ie,bt. 


SHAFTESBURY. 
George  Grenlen  Glya. 

SHEFFIELD. 
John  Arthur  Boebnck, 
George  HadfieM. 

SHIELDS  (SOUTH), 
Robert  Ingham. 

SHOREHAM  (NEW). 
Stephen  Care, 
Sir  Percy  Bvrrett^  bt. 

SHREWSBXTRT. 
Ge<nge  TomUne, 
Heniy  Robertson. 

SOHEBSETSHIBB, 

Sir  Wllfiam  Miles,  bt., 
I  WiUiam  Frawus  KnatehbuU 

I  {W<ulernJXeiMk»4 
William  Henry  Powell  Gore 

Laogtoa, 
Sir  Alexander  Poller  Aehnd 
Hood,  bt. 

SOUTHAMPTON. 
Williaa  Digby  Seymow 
William  Anderson  BesCk 

SOUTHWARK. 
Ansteo  Henry  Layard, 
JtAok  Locke. 

STAFFOBDSHIRE. 

Rt.  hon.  Charles  Bowyer 

AdderlcT, 
Hon.  Charles  John  (Talbot) 
Viscount  Ingestre. 

{SoHthtrn  DMmoH.) 
HeniT    John  Wentweiith 

Foley, 
WiUiam  Orme  Foater, 


STAFFORD. 
Thomas  ffidney, 
Thomas  Sah. 

STAMFORD. 
Hon.  (Robert  Talbot  Gas- 
eoyne  Cecil)  Lord  R.  T. 
G.  Cecil, 
Sir  Stafford  Henry  North- 
cote,  bt. 

STOCKPORT. 
Edward  William  Watkin, 
John  Beiyainin  Smith. 

STOKE-UPON-TBSirr. 
Henry  Riveradale  Greafell, 
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STROUD. 
George  Foidett  Scrope, 
Bt.  hon.  Edward  Horsmftn. 

SUFFOLK. 
(EasUrnDhuum,) 
Rt.  hon.  John  (Hetmiker- 

Major)  Lord  Eenaiker, 
Sir  KtiBojr  KeUj,  knt. 

{WkilarnlHKtahn.) 
Hon.     AagnstuB  Henry 
CharlA  (Herrey)  Lord  A. 
H.  C.  Hervey. 
Windsor  Parkor. 

SUNDEELAND. 
Henry  Fenwick, 
WUliiim  Sohavr  Lmdaay. 

SURREY. 
{Eaitern  i>tmnoii.) 
Thomas  Alcock, 
Hon.  Peter  John  Locke 
King. 

{Wttimm  Dmitoii.) 
John  Iratt  Briseoe, 
QeoTge  Cnhitt. 

SUSSEX. 
pastern  DivMoH.) 
John  George  Dodson, 
Hon.  Henry  North  (Holroyd) 
Viscount  PevenBey. 
(  Wettem  DivUim.) 
Walter  Barttelot  Barttelot, 
Hon.  Henry  Wyndhun. 

SWAlfSEA. 
LewiB  Llewellyn  DUlwyn. 

TAMWORTH. 
Rt.hon.  Sir  Robert  Peel^bt., 
JfribnPeel. 

TAUNTON. 
Arthur  Mills, 
Qtotgo  Cavendish  Bentinck. 

TAVISTOCK. 

Sir  John  Salubwy  Tre- 

lawny,  bt., 
Arthur  JohnEdwuxIRasseU, 

TEWKESBURY. 
John  Reginald  Yorke, 
James  Martin. 

THETFORD. 
Hon.  Frederick  John  (Fitx- 
Roy)  Lord  F.  J.  FiuBoy. 
Alexuder  Hugh  Bariog. 

THIRSK. 
Sir  William  Payne  GaUwey, 
bt. 

TIVERTON. 
Rt.  hon.  Henry  John  (Tem- 
pie)  Visconnt  Fahnerston, 
Hm.  Qoorge  Denman. 


tOOHUONS.  1865} 

TOTNES. 
John  Pender, 
Alfred  Seymour. 

TOWER  HAHLETS. 
Acton  Smee  Ayrton, 
Charles  Salisbury  Bntier. 

TRURO. 
Montague  Edward  Snuih, 
AngustuB  Smith. 

TTNEHOUTH. 
Richard  Hodgson. 

WAEEFIEU). 

Sir  John  Charles  Dabym- 
ple,  bt. 

WALLINGFOBD. 
Richard  Malins, 

WALSALL. 
Charles  Forster. 

WAREHAH. 
John  Wanley  Erie  Drax. 

WARRINGTON. 
Gilbert  Greensl). 

WARWICKSHIRE. 
{NorHum  Divition.) 
Charles  Newdigate  Newde- 
gate, 

William  Davenport  Bromley. 

{Southeni  Divi$ieiL) 
Evelyn  Philip  Shirley, 
Sir  Charles  Mordannt,  bt. 

WARWICK. 
George  WillUan  John  Bep- 
ton, 

Edward  Greaves. 

WELLS. 

Rt.  hon.  Sir  William  Good- 

enonj^  Hayter,  bt, 
Hedworth  Hylton  Jolliffe. 

WENLOCK. 
Rt.  bon.  George  Cecil  Weld 

Forester, 
James  Milnes  GaskoU. 

WESTBURT. 
Sir  Massey  Lopes,  bt. 

WESTMINSTER. 
Sir  JohnVilliers  Sfaelley.bt., 
Sir  De  Lacy  Erans,  Q.C.B. 

WESTMORELAND. 
Hon.  Henry  Cecil  Lowther, 
Hon.  Thomas  (Taylonr)  Earl 
of  Beotive. 

WETHOUTH  Ain>  MELGOUBE 

REGIS. 
Robert  Brooks, 
Hon.  Arthur  Edward  (Eger- 

ton),  Visconnt  Grey  de 

Wilton. 

WHITBT. 
Harry  Stephen  Thompson. 


MenAen. 

WHITEHATElf. 
Qeargo  Lyall. 

WIGAN. 
Hon.  James  Lindsay, 
Henry  Woods. 

WIGHT  (ISLE  OF). 
Charles  Cavendish  ClifRwd. 

WILTON. 
Edmund  AntrobuB. 

WILTSHIRE. 
(/fortkem  Divitioit.} 
Walter  Long, 

Rt.  hon.  Thomaa  Henry  Sut- 
ton Sotheron  Eatconrt. 
SotOhem  JHvuum.') 
Frederick  Hervey  Bathurst, 
Hon.     Heniy  Frederick 
(Thynne)    Lord  H.  F. 
Tfaynne. 

WINCHESTER. 
Thomas  Fleming, 

John  Bonham-Carter. 

WINDSOR  (NEW). 
William  Vanstttart, 
Richard  Henry  Richard  Ho- 
ward Vyse. 

WOLVERHAMPTON. 
Rt.  hon.  Charles  Pelliam 

TiDiers, 
Thomas  Matthias  Wegnelfai. 

WOODSTOCK. 
Hon.    Alfred  (ChnrchiD), 
Lord  A.  Churchill. 

WORCESTERSHIRE. 
{Eeutern  I>ipiiio*.) 
Harry  Foley  Vernon, 
Hon.     Frederick  Henry 
Gough  Calthorpe. 
(  Wttlan  Dinwm.) 
Frederick  Winn  Knight, 
Hon.  Frederiek  Lygon. 

WORCESTER. 
Richard  Padmore, 
Osman  Ricardo. 

WYCOMBE  (CHEPPING). 
John  Remington  Hills, 
Martin  Tucker  Smith. 

YARMOUTH  (GREAT).  ' 
Sir  Edmund  Henry  Knowles 

Lacon,  bt.. 
Sir  Henry  JosiabStraoey^bt. 

YORKSHIRE. 

JNorIk  mdhjf.) 
Stillmgfleet  Cayley, 
Hon.  William  Bmest  Don- 
combe, 

William  John  Snwrey  Mor- 

ritt.  . 
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TORKSHTRE— MfUifWAf. 

Bt.  hon.  Beamnont  (Hotham) 

Iiord  Hothun* 
"Bxm,  Ardnir  Doneombe. 

tWutRiimg.) 
Sir  JoDn  WiUuun  Banu- 

Sir  Tniieis  Crossley,  bt. 

TORK. 

Joshua  Froetor  Brown  West* 

head. 
Jidm  0eorge  Smyth. 

SCOTLAND. 
ABERDEENSHIKE. 
WiUiam  Lealie. 

ABERDEEN. 
William  Henry  Sykes. 

ARGYLLSHIRE. 
Alezimiler  Struthers  Finlay. 

AYRSHIRE. 
Sir  James  Fergussoo,  bt. 

AYR.  Ac. 
Bdward  Henry  John  Crau- 
fard. 

BANFFSHIRE. 
Robert  William  Dnff. 

BERWIOESHIBE. 
David  Robertson. 

BirCESHIRE. 

CAITHNESS-SHIRE. 
George  Traill.  , 

CLACKMANNAN  AND 
KINROSS-SHIRES. 
William  Patrick  Adam. 
CUPAR.  ST.  AHDREWS,  Ao. 
Edvard  EUice. 

DUMBARTONSHIRE. 
Patrick  Boyle  Smollett. 

DUMFRIESSHIRE. 
John  James  Hope  Johnstone. 

DUMFRIES,  Ao. 
William  Ewart. 

DUNDEE. 
Sir  John  OgUry,  bt 

EDINBURGHSHIRE. 
Hon.  William  Henry  Walter 
(Montague-Douglas-Soott) 
Earl  of  Dalkeith. 
EDINBURGH. 
Adam  Black* 
Bt.  hon.  JamoB  Uonor^. 

ELGIN  m  NAIRNSHIRE. 
Chazks  Lemiox  Gmnnung 
Brace. 

ELGIN,  *o. 

Hmmtotuart  Orant  Doff. 
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FALKIRK,  Ac. 
JameB  Moiiy. 

PIFESHIRB. 

Sir  Robert  Anstmther,  bt. 

FORFARSHIRE. 
Hon.  Charles  Carnegie. 

GLASGOW. 
Walter  Bachanan, 
Robert  Dalglish. 

GREENOCK. 
Alexander  Ifnrray  Doolop. 
HADDINGTONSHIRE. 

Hon.  Francis  Wemyss  (Char 
teris)  Lord  Elcho. 
HAIH)INGTON.  Ae. 
Sir  Henry  Robert  Fergiwm 
Darie,  bt. 
INVERNESSSHIRE. 
Henry  James  Baillie. 

INVERNESS,  Ao. 
Alexander  Matiieson. 
KILMARNOCK,  RENFREW, 
Ao. 

Rt.  hon.  Edward  Fleydell 
Bonverie. 
KINCARDINESHIRE. 
Hon.  Hugh  ArbnUinott. 

KIRKCALDY,  DYSART,  Ao. 
Roger  Sinclair  Ajrtonn. 

KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE. 
James  Mackie. 

KIRKWALL,  WICK,  Ao. 
Rt.  hon.  William  Gontts 
(Keppel)  Visconnt  Bary. 
LANARXSHIRB. 

Sir  Thomas  Edward  Oole- 
Inrooke,  bt. 

LEITH,  Ae. 
William  Uiller. 

LINLITHGOWSHIRE. 
W.  Ferrier  Hamilton. 

MONTROSE,  Ae. 
William  Edvard  Baxter. 

ORKNEY  Ain>  SHETLAND. 
Frederick  Dundas. 

PAISLEY. 
Humphrey  Swing  Cram- 
Ewing. 

PEEBLESSHIRE. 
Sir  Graham  Graham  Mont- 
gomery, bt. 

PERTHSHIRE. 
William  Stirling. 

PERTH. 

Hon.  ArthorFitsGenldEjii- 
nurd. 

RENFREWSHIRE. 

Sir  llidiael  Robert  Shaw 
Stewart,  bt. 


ROSS  Am)  CROMARTY 
SHIRES. 
Sir  James  Matheson,  bt. 

ROXBURGHSHIRE. 

Sir  William  Scott,  bt. 

SELKIRKSHIRE. 
Hon.  (Henry  John  Hontucn 
Doaglas  Scott)  Lord  H, 
J.  If.  D.  Scott. 
STIRLINGSHIRE. 

Peter  Blackbnm. 

STIRLING,  Ae. 
James  Caird. 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 
Rt  hon.  Sir  David  Dmidas. 

WIGTONSHIRE. 
Sir  Andrew  Agnew,  bt. 

WIGTON,  Ao. 
Sir  WiUiam  Dunbar,  bt. 


IRELAND. 

ANTRIM. 

Thomas  Henry  Fakenham, 
Edward  O'Nnll. 

ARMAGH. 
Sir  \^lliam  Vemer,  bt.. 
Sir  James  M.  Stronge,  bt. 
ARMAGH  (CITY). 

Joshua  Walter  UaeGeongh 

Bond. 

ATHLONE. 
John  Ennis. 

BANDON  BRmaS. 
H<m.  Henry  Boyle  Bernard, 

BELFAST. 

Sir    Hugh  MaoGalmont 

Curns,  knt,, 
Samuel  Gibson  Getty. 

CARLOW. 
Dennis  William  Pack  Beres- 

ford, 
Henry  Broen, 

CARLOW  (BOROUGH). 
Sir  John  Emerieh  Edward 
Dalberg-Acton,  bt. 
CARRICKFERGUS. 
Robert  Torrens. 

CASHEL. 
John  Lantgan. 

CAVAN. 

Hon.  James  Fierce  Maxwell, 
Hon.  Hn{^  Aunesley. 

OLARB. 
Crofion  M.  Vandeleur, 
Sir  Cohnan  Michael  O'Logh- 
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OLONHEIm 
John  Bagwell, 

OOLERAINE. 
SirHenrj  Henrey  Brnee,  hU 

CORK  COUNTY. 

KiehoUs  Fhilpot  Letder, 
Vinoeat  SeaDy . 

ooBK(oirr). 

Fnudi  Berurd  BMnMh, 

DONEHAU 
ThonuM  ConoUy, 
Hob.    James  (Hamilton) 
Ylsoonnt  BamiltoD. 

DOWNPATBIOK. 

Band  Stemrft  Ker< 

DOWKSHIRE. 
Hon.  (Arthur  Bdwin  HUl- 

Treror)  Lord  A.  B.  Hill- 

Treror, 
Wniiam  B.  Fordo. 

DROGHEDA. 
James  UcOMin. 

DUBLIN. 
Ion  Traot  Hamilton, 
Thomu  Edvaid  Tajler. 

mmuN  (cmr). 

Sir  Edward  Qrogtm,  kt, 
John  Vaaee. 

DUBLIN  (UNIVERSITT). 
Anthony  Lefroy,  '* 
Bt.  faon.  James  Whiteside. 

DUNDALK. 
Sir  George  Bowyer,  bt. 

DUNGANlfOK. 
Hon.  William  Stuart  Knox. 

DUNGARVAN. 
John  Francis  Hagoire. 

ENins. 

William  Stacpotda. 

ENinSEILLEN. 
Hon.  John  Lowry  Cole. 

FERMANAGH. 

Uerryn  Edward  Archdall, 
Hon.  Heniy  Arthur  Cole. 

GALWAY, 

Sir  Thomas  John  Bnrke, 

"^miiam  Hmry  Gregory. 

GALWAT  (BOROUGH). 
John  OrreU  Lerer, 
Hon.  Uliek  Canning  (Be 
Bnrg^)  Lord  BmkkelUn. 


{COiniONS,  1865} 

KERRY. 

Rt.  hon,  Henry  ArthirH^ 

bert, 

Rt.  faon,  Valentine  Auonstus 
(Browne)  Tisooont  Castle- 
Tosse. 

KILDARE. 
William  Henry  Ford  Ctnan, 
Rt.   bon.  IQebard  More 

KILKENNY. 
Hon.  Leopold  Geoi:ge  Fre 

deriok  Agar-BUisi 
John  GreMO. 

KILXEIVNT  (BORCrmSH). 
Michael  SolUrati. 

KING'S  COtTNTY. 
John  Pope  Heanessy, 
Patrick  O'Brien. 

KINSALE. 
Sir  George  Conway  Colt- 
hurst,  bt 

LEITRIH. 
John  Brady, 

William  Ri^ard  Omuby 
Gove. 

LnCERIOK. 

Rt.  hon.  William  MonseU, 
Samnd  A.  Biekson. 

LIMERICK  (CITY). 
Francis  William  Russell, 
George  Gavin. 

LISBURN. 
Edward  Wingfield  Vemer. 

LONDONI^RRY. 
Robert  Peel  Dbwbod, 
Sir  Frederick  William  Hey- 
gate,  bt. 

LONDONDERRY  (OTTY). 
William  HcCormick. 

LONGFORD. 
Myles  WilKam  O'Reilly, 
Fulke  SouUiwell  Gterille. 


LOUTH. 
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Damer. 

QUEEN'S  COUNTY. 
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Franeis  Plnnket  Buhm* 
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then  Fre&ebi 
The  CCeDor  Den. 

ROSS  (NEW). 
(Tharles  Geo«ge  Tottmham. 

SLIOO. 

Sir  Robert  Gore  Booth,  bt., 
Charles  William  Cooper. 

SLIOO  (BOROUGH). 
Francis  Macdmiogh. 

TIPPERABY. 
O'Bonoghue,  Daniel  (The 

O'Donoghue), 
Lawrenee  Waldron. 

TRALEE. 

TYRONE. 
Rt.  hon.  Henry  Thranas 

Lowry  Corry, 
Rt.  hon.  (Claud  Hamaton) 
Lord  C  Hamilton. 

WATERFORD. 
John  Bsmoade, 
Hon.  Waher  Cecil  Talbot. 

WATE  RFORDjf  OITY)b 
Michael  Bobhyn  Hassard, 
John  Aloyains  Blake. 

WESTMEATH. 
Sir  Richard  Geoige  Augos- 

tns  Leringe,  ht., 
William  PoUard-Ui^uhart. 


WEXFORD. 
Patrick  McMahon, 
John  George. 

WEXFORD  (BOROUGH). 
John  Edward  Redmond. 

WICKLOW. 
Wniiam  Wentworth  Fitlh 

wiBiam  Hame, 
Hon.    Granville  Lemon 

(Proby)  Lord  Proby, 
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HANSAED'S 
PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES, 

IN  THE 

Seventh  Ssssroif  op  thb  Uiosteenth  Parliament  op  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^ 
Appointed  to  meet  31  Mat  1859,  and  peom  thence  Con- 
tinued   TILL    7    FeBEUAET   1865,  in   the  TWBNTT-EiaHTH 

YsAB  op  the  Beion  op 

HER  MAJESTY   QUEEN  VICTORIA. 


FIRST  VOLUUE  OF  TEE  SESSI037. 


HOUSE  OF  LOSBS, 
Timiaiy,  February  7',  1866. 

UEETIKa  OF  THE  PAIOiUMBNT. 

THE  PARLIAMENT,  which  had  been 
Prorogued  successively  from  the  29th 
July  to  the  13th  October,  thence  to  the 
11th  KoTember,  thence  to  the  13th  Jann- 
ary,  and  thence  to  the  7th  Febniary,  met 
this  day  for  Despatch  of  Bunneu. 

The  Sesrion  of  PAALUKBirx  vas  opened 
by  Commueion. 

THE  LORDS  OOHMISSIONERS'  SPEECH 
Tee  LOBDS  COlOnSSIONERS- 
namely.  The  Lobd  Ghahcbllob,  The  Fibst 
IiOBD  of  the  AsiosAXTT  (The  Duke  of 
Somerset),  The  Lord  Stbwasd  of  the 
HomtcHoLD  (The  Earl  of  St  Qermans), 
The  Lobd  CHAHSEBLm  of  the  Housb- 
HOLs  (The  Yisoount  Sydn^),  and  The 
Load  Stanut  of  AiSKaLBT  (Postmaster 
General) — ^being  in  their  RoboB,  and  seated 
on  a  form  placed  between  the  Throne  and 
TOL.  CLXXYII.   [thud  sbbies.] 


the  Woolsack,  commanded  the  Gentleman 
Usher  of  the  Black  Eod  to  signify  to  the 
Commons  "  The  Lords  Commissioners 
dedre  their  immediate  attendance  in  this 
House." 

Who  being  at  the  Bar,  with  their 

Speaker ; 

The  LOED  CHANCELLOB,  in  pur- 
suance of  Her  Majesty's  Commands, 
delivered  the  Speech  of  The  LORDS 
COMMISSIONERS  to  botii  Houses  of 
^rliament,  as  foUows : — 

3fy  Lords,  and  GhnUmenf 
"  We  are  commanded  to  assure  you 
that  Her  Majesty  has  great  Satisfac- 
tion in  recurring  again  to  the  Advice 
and  Assistance  of  Her  Farliament. 

"Thc  Negotiations  in  which  The 
Emperor  of  Austria  and  The  King  of 
Prussia  were  engaged  with  The  King 
of  Ihtmarh  were  brought  to  a  Oondu- 


3  The  Lori$  {LOI 

Conmrnnications  Thich  Her  Majesty 
recmves  from  Fbreign  Powers  lead  Her 
to  entertain  a  well-founded  Hope  that 
no  renewed  Disturbance  of  the  Peace 
of  £!urope  is  to  be  apprehended. 

"  Thb  CSvil  War  in  North  America 
still  unhappily  continues.  Her  Ma- 
jesty remains  steadfastly  neutral  be- 
tween the  contending  Parties,  and 
would  rgoice  at  a  friendly  Beconcilia- 
tion  between  them. 

"  A  Japanese  Daimio  in  Rebellion 
against  his  Sovereign  infringed  the 
Bjghts  accorded  by  Treaty  to  Oreat 
Britain  and  to  certain  other  Powers; 
and  the  Japanese  Grovemment  having 
ftuled  to  compel  him  to  desist  from 
his  lawless  Proceedings,  the  Diplo- 
matic Agents  and  the  Naval  Com- 
manders of  Great  Britain^  France^  the 
Netherlands,  and  the  United  States  of 
North  America,  undertook  a  combined 
Operation  for  the  Purpose  of  asserting 
the  Bights  which  their  respective  Go- 
vernments have  obtained  by  Treaty. 
That  Operation  has  been  attended 
with  complete  Success;  and  the  JEle- 
solt  has  afforded  Security  for  Foreign 
Commerce  and  additional  Strength  to 
the  Government  of  Japtm,  with  which 
the  Belationa  of  Her  Majesty  are 
friendly. 

"Pafbm  on  this  snlgectvill  belaid 
before  you. 

"  Hee  Majesty  regrets  that  the  Con- 
flict with  some  of  the  Native  Tribes  in 
New  Zealand  has  not  yet  been  brought 
to  a  Close,  but  the  successful  Efforts 
of  Her  Majesty's  Regular  Forces,  sup- 
ported by  those  ndsed  in  the  Colony, 
have  led  to  the  Submission  of  some  of 
the  Insu^ents;  and  those  who  are 
still  in  Arms  have  been  informed  of 
the  equitable  Conditions  on  which 
their  Submission  would  be  accepted. 


DS)  CommiasionerB*  Speech.  4 

"  Her  Majesty  has  had  great  Satis- 
faction in  giving  Her  Sanction  to  the 
Meeting  of  a  Conference  of  Delegates 
from  Her  several  North  American 
Provinces,  who,  on  Invitation  from 
Her  Majesty's  Governor  General,  as- 
sembled at  Quf^ec.  Those  Delegates 
adopted  Kesolutions  having  for  their 
Otgect  a  closer  Union  of  those  Pro- 
vinces under  a  Central  Government. 
If  those  Resolutions  shall  be  approved 
by  the  Provincial  L^islatures,  a  Bill 
will  be  laid  before  you  for  carrying 
this  important  Measure  into  effect. 

"  Her  Majesty  rejoices  at  the  gene- 
ral Tranquillity  of  Her  iMUan  Domi- 
nion; but  Her  Majesty  regrets  that 
long-continued  Outrages  on  the  Per- 
sons and  Property  of  Subjects  of  Her 
Majesty,  and  for  which  no  Redress 
could  be  had,  have  rendered  it  neces- 
sary to  employ  a  Force  to  obtain 
Satisfaction  for  the  past  and  Security 
for  the  fntnre. 

"  Her  Majesty  deeply  laments  the 
Calamity  which  has  recently  occa- 
sioned great  Loss  of  Life  and  Property 
at  Calcutta  and  at  other  Places  in 
India,  Prompt  Assistance  was  ren* 
dered  by  the  Officers  of  the  Gorem- 
meut,  and  generous  Contributions 
have  been  made  in  varions  Parts  of 
India  to  relieve  the  Su&rings  which 
have  thus  been  occasioned. 

GetUkmen  of  the  Souse  of 

Commons, 

"Hbr  Majesty  has  directed  the 
Estimates  for  the  ensuing  Year  to  be 
laid  before  you. 

"They  have  been  prepared  with 
every  Attention  to  Economy,  and  with 
due  Regard  to  the  "E^xaency  of  the 
Public  Service.  ^  . 
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Lords  J  and  0mUmmj 

"Heb  Majesty  commands  us  to  in- 
form 70a,  that  the  general  Condition 
of  the  Country  is  satisfactory,  and 
that  the  Bevenue  realises  its  estimated 
Amount.  The  Distress  which  pre- 
Tuled  in  some  of  the  Manufacturing 
Districts  has  greatly  abated ;  and  the 
Act  passed  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Public  Works  in  those  Districts  has 
been  attended  with  useful  Beaulta. 

"  IsBLANO  during  the  past  Year  has 
had  its  Share  in  the  Advantage  of  a 
good  Harvest,  and  Trade  and  Mann 
factnres  are  gradually  extending  in 
that  Part  of  the  Kingdom. 

"  Vaeious  Measures  of  Public  Use- 
ftilnesB  will  be  submitted  for  your 
Gonsider^on. 

"  Bills  will  be  laid  befbre  you  for 
the  Concentration  of  all  the  Courts  of 
Law  and  Equity,  with  their  attendant 
Offices,  on  a  conronient  Site ;  a  Mea- 
sure which  Her  Migesty  trusts  will 
promote  Economy  and  Despatch  in 
the  Administration  of  Justice. 

"  Tax  important  Work  for  the  Be- 
vision  of  the  Statute  Law,  already 
carried  to  a  considerable  Extent  by 
recent  Acts  of  Parliament,  will  be 
completed  by  a  Bill  that  will  be  laid 
before  you.  Her  Majesty  hopes  that 
this  Work  may  be  a  Step  towards  the 
Formation  of  a  Digest  of  the  Law. 

"Bills  will  also  be  submitted  for 
your  Consideration  for  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  Laws  relating  to  Patents 
for  laventions,  and  for  conferring  on 
the  County  Courts  an  equitable  Juris- 
diction in  Causes  of  small  Amount. 

"  Your  Assistance  will  also  be  in< 
vited  to  give  Effect  to  certain  Becom- 
mendations  made  to  the  House  of 


Commons,  after  Inquiry  directed  by 
that  House,  into  the  Operation  of  the 
Laws  regulating  the  Belief  to  the 
Poor. 

"A  Bill  will  be  laid  before  yon 
founded  on  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mission for  inquiring  into  Public 
Schools ;  and  Her  Majesty  has  di- 
rected that  a  Commission  shall  be 
issued  to  inquire  into  Endowed  and 
other  Schools  in  England,  which  have 
not  been  included  in  the  recent  In- 
quiries relating  to  popular  Education. 

"  Heb  Majesty  commits  with  Confi- 
dence the  great  InterMts  of  the  Coun- 
try to  your  Wisdom  and  Care ;  and 
She  fervently  prays  that  the  Blessing 
of  Almighty  God  may  attend  your 
Councils,  and  may  guide  your  Deli- 
berations to  the  Attainment  of  the 
Oligect  of  Her  constant  Solicitude, 
the  Welfare  and  Happiness  of  Her 
People." 

Then  the  CommonB  withdrew. 
House  adjourned  during  pleasure. 
House  TMumed. 

SAT  FIRST. 

The  Earl  Cadogan^Sat  first  in  Parlia- 
ment after  the  Death  of  his  Father. 

TOOK  THE  OATH. 
The  Archbishop  of  Dublin— Took  the 
Oath. 

ROLL  OF  LORDS. 

Garter  King  of  Arms  attending,  d^ 

livered  at  the  Table  (in  the  usual  Uaoner) 
a  LiBt  of  the  Lords  Temporal  in  the  Seventh 
Session  of  the  Eighteenth  Parliament  of 
the  United  Kingdom. 

The  same  was  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


SELECT  VESTRIES. 
Bill,  pro  format  read  1*. 
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ADDRESS  TO  HER  HAJESTT  OX  THE 
LORDS  COHHISSIONEBS'  SPEECH. 

The  Lords  CoKiosszoirxBs'  Speech  hay- 
ing been  rtportod  by  tiie  Lokd  Chut- 

Thb  Eaxl  or  GHABLEUONT:  Uj 
Lords,  in  rimng  to  more  that  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  Her  Uajeaty  in 

reply  to  the  greciooa  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  I  have  to  claim,  that  indalgenoe 
vhioh  is  always  granted  to  those  who 
'  address  your  Lordships  for  the  first  time— 
and  in  my  case  I  may  not  unfairly  add 
that,  having  but  recently  become  a  Hem- 
ber  of  this  House  of  Parliament,  I  hare 
had  small  opportunity  of  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  its  forms  or  procedure :  if, 
therefore,' anything  may  fall  from  me  not 
strictly  in  accordance  vith  the  rules  or 
practice  of  your  Lordships'  House,  I  hope 
it  may  be  attributed  to  my  inexperience 
and  want  of  confidence  rather  than  to  in- 
tention or  neglect. 

If  y  Lords,  the  Speech  that  has  j  ust  been 
read  from  the  Woolsack  and  upon  which 
(in  the  unexpected  but  unavoidable  ab- 
sence of  the  noble  Duke  who  was  to  have 
moved  this  Address — the  Bnke  of  Cleve- 
land) it  becomes  my  duty  to  remark,  is 
singularly  free  from  any  topics  or  matters 
of  importance  further  than  that  they  are 
such  as  must  be  sources  of  congratuhttion 
and  satisfaction.     We  are,  happily,  at 
peace  with  the  civilized  world,  and  there 
seoms  no  reason  to  apprehend  any  rupture 
of  our  friendly  relations  with  any  other 
State.  The  confiict  which  last  year  almost 
threatened  the  existence  of  Denmark,  and 
appeared  likely  to  develop  into  a  general 
European  war,  has  fortunately  been  con* 
eluded  by  a  treaty  of  peace.    No  doubt 
the  sympathies  of  the  people  of  England 
were  fovourable  to  Denmark  in  her  g^nt 
bat  unavailing  stm^le  with  the  over- 
powering forces  of  Austria  and  Prussia, 
and  but  little  vob  required  to  have  raised 
a  popular  017  fhr  more  actiTe  intervention 
in  support  of  the  weaker  State;  but  the 
policy  of  strict  neutrality  decided  upon  by 
Her  Kajesty's  Gbvemment,  and  assented 
to  by  Parliament,  was  careftilly  adhered 
to,  and  I  cannot  now  think  that  a  more 
decided  or  warlike  attitude  would  have 
produced  more  &vonrable  results,  or  would 
have  expedited  or  improved  the  solution 
now  arrived  at.   I  regret,  however,  to  ob' 
serve,  that  though  peace  now  prevails  in 
Snn^  the  most  ^gantio  and  devastating 


war  of  modem  times  continues  to  rage  in 
America  with  unabated  fury.  There,  too, 
in  spite  of  occasional  difficulties  consequent 
on  the  interpretation  of  International  Law, 
no  deviation  has  been  made  in  the  rule  of 
neutral  policy  determined  upon  by  this 
country.  Within  the  last  few  d^  intel- 
ligence cortainly  has  rewthed  ns  that 
alrords  some  hopes  of  a  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities. Howerer  that  may  be,  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  fratricidal  contest  cannot 
but  be  a  matter  of  the  deepest  regret  and 
concern  to  this  country.  The  friendship 
of  a  great  people  belonging  to  a  stock  and 
source  common  to  ourselves  must  ever  be 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  us.  The  re- 
lations of  trade  are  so  enormous,  and  the 
requirements  of  supply  and  demand  be- 
tween the  two  countries  so  mutual,  that 
the  more  the  question  is  considered  the 
more  the  termination  of  this  war  is  to  be 
desired.  In  India  a  necessary  expedition 
has  been  undertaken  to  punish  outrages 
committed  on  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  and 
to  protect  the  frontier  and  to  assist  oar 
neighbouring  allies.  In  Japan  a  aaccess- 
tal  operation  has  been  performed  by  our  na- 
val force  in  those  seas.  A  rebdlions  Prince 
has  been  reduced  to  submission  to  his 
Sovereign,  and  the  native  ohieft  have  been 
taught  that  they  must  observe  the  terms 
of  treaties  entered  into  between  the  (hh 
vemment  of  Japan  and  foreign  nations. 
In  this  operation  the  ships  of  the  other 
Powers,  Prance,  the  Netherlands,  and,  I 
am  glad  to  see,  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, took  part.  The  expedition  sent  to 
inflict  chastisement  on  this  rebellious 
Prince  has  been  completely  successful, 
and  I  do  not  doubt  the  result  will  be  a 

freat  extension  of  our  commerce  with 
apan.  In  New  Zealand  one  of  those 
"small  wars"  that  so  frequently  necee- 
sitate  the  employment  of  our  army  in 
distant  possessions  has  for  some  time 
continued.  Although  there  is  great  diffi- 
culty in  carrying  on  miUtair  operatioDS 
at  BO  great  a  distance  from  home,  yet  I 
am  glad  to  learn  that  the  result  has  been 
attained  that  a  considerable  number  of  the 
insurgents  have  submitted ;  and  there  is 
reason  to  expect  that  those  still  in  arms 
against  our  authority  are  disposed  to  take 
advantage  of  the  t^ms  proposed  on  the 
part  of  the  Crown,  and  return  to  peaceful 
allegiance.  Withont  assenting  to  the  doc- 
trine that  aboriginal  'races  are  ordained  to 
perish  and  disappear  before  the  march  of 
civilization,  still  it  is  manifest  that  unruly 
tribes  existing  along  the  frontiers  of  civil- 
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ized  settlements  cannot  be  permitted  to 
prevent  the  advance  of  higher  arts  and  at- 
tainments, and  the  spread  of  purer  morals 
and  a  more  enlightened  faith. 

My  Lords,  although  these  operations  in 
India,  New  Zealand,  and  Japan  are  mat- 
ters of  greater  or  less  interest  and  concern 
to  the  nation,  and,  as  such,  are  folly  de- 
Berving  of  notice,  ^et  thej  are  small  in 
comparison  to  the  importuice  of  the  pro- 
bable change  in  the  conatitution  of  our 
North  American  Colonies.  I  entertain  a 
confident  hope  that  the  measure  for  the 
Federal  union  of  our  North  American 
Kovinces  will  be  carried  into  effect,  and 
will  prove  soeoeufal.  I  suppose  that 
since  the  Declaration  of  Independence  by 
the  colonies  since  known  as  the  TTnited 
States  of  America,  so  great  a  scheme  of 
self-government,  or  one  shadowing  forth 
such  large  and  general  results  to  our  Colo- 
nial Empire,  has  not  occurred.  If  the 
delegates  of  these  several  colonies  finally 
agree  to  the  resolutions  framed  by  their 
Conference,  and  if  these  resolutions  be 
approved  by  the  several  Legislatures  of 
the  different  colonies,  I  presume  that  the 
Imperial  Parliament  will  be  asked  to  con- 
sider and  complete  this  federation  of  our 
North  American  possessions.  While  on 
this  auifject,  I  ,cannot  refrain  from  calling 
attention  to  the  jadicions  conduct  of  the 
present  Ooremor  General  of  Canada,  and 
the  Speech  delivered  by  him  on  the  part 
of  the  Crown  in  opening  the  present  Ses- 
aon  of  the  Canadian  L^islature. 

Ut  Lords,  among  the  man^  eansea  for 
thankfulness  and  oongratolation  referred 
to  in  the  Speech,  the  generally  satisfac- 
tory condition  of  the  counttr  as  to  Trade 
and  Revenue  is  perhaps  of  first  import- 
ance. I  am  a&aid  to  state  what  I  believe 
the  progress  and  accumulation  of  wealth 
during  tiie  last  twelve  months  has  reached 
to;  but  I  am  sure,  from  the  information 
afforded  me  from  various  quarters,  that  the 
returns  will  prove  favourable  beyond  pre- 
cedent. Never,  in  spite  of  great  financial 
pressure  and  much  undue  speculation,  has 
such  an  extent  of  trade  met  wiUi  a  parallel. 
The  exports  irom  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Ireland  during  the  year  1864  amount  to 
no  leas  than  £160,000,000,  an  amount 
whidi  I  believe  has  never  been  exceeded; 
and,  in  addition  to  this,  we  have  the  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  that  the  distress  in  Lanca* 
dure  has  diminished,  though  I  greatly  fear 
that  as  long  as  the  American  war  continues 
some  considerable  amount  of  distress  must 
prevail.   The  reports  favourable  to  peace 


of  to-day  may  to-morrow  be  contradicted, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  what  a 
month  hence  me  aspect  of  affairs  may  be ; 
still  there  seems  reason  to  hope  that  along 
with  the  abundant  stock  of  cotton  now  in 
this  country,  or  on  its  way  to  England, 
there  will  be  employment  for  a  consider- 
able time  for  those  dependent  upon  that 
induiby.  Bat  so  long  as  the  price  of  cot- 
ton remains  so  nncertain  there  is  always 
danger  of  the  mills  being  closed,  or  only 
working  at  ^ort  time.  Th«e  is  no  doubt 
that  the  civil  war  in  America  has  stimu- 
lated tiie  production  of  cotton  in  other 
parts  of  the  wwld,  and  the  cotton 
which  has  reached  us  from  Egypt  and 
Brazil  and  other  foreign  oountnes  has 
been  largely  supplemented  by  importa- 
tions from  India  and  the  East— even,  I 
understand,  from  Japan — thus  adding  to 
the  wealth  of  our  Indian  Empire,  and  ex- 
tending our  teade  relations  with  other 
countries. 

My  Lords,  I  now  arrive  at  that  portion 
of  Her  Majesty's  Speech  on  which  I  am 
supposed  to  be  able  to  afford  peculiar  in- 
formation, and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  I 
have  now  the  honour  of  addressing  your 
Lordships.  I  am  aware  that  many  words 
that  I  may  use,  and  opinions  that  I  may 
hold,  win  be  dissented  from  by  persons  of 
various  classes  and  parties  in  Ireland ;  but 
I  am  not  here  to  propound  the  views  of 
any  party  or  any  omas,  or  to  put  forward 
any  Uieory  of  my  own.  I  presrait  myself 
here  to'day  as  an  Irish  gentleman,  beuing 
a  name  long  and,  I  trust,  honourably 
known  in  that  country,  and  having  pro- 
perty and  interests  there  sufficient  to  war- 
rant the  conclusion  that  I  can  have  no 
motive  which  will  induce  me  to  make 
any  statement  or  advance  any  opinion 
that  I  do  not  honestly  and  sincerely 
believe  to  be  true  and  for  the  good  of  my 
country.  My  Lords,  if  your  patience  and 
my  memory  permit,  I  propose  to  set  be- 
fore you  some  few  statistical  details 
which  I  have  collected  from  papers 
and  Betums  made  in  respect  of  Ireland, 
in  proof  of  my  reasons  for  cordially 
assenting  to  the  paragraph  in  the  Speech 
which  congratulates  Parliament  and  this 
country  on  the  satisfactory  condition  of 
Ireland.  In  former  Sessions  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne  has  too  frequently  made 
reference  to  something  unsatisfactory,  re- 
quiring exceptional  legislation  for  Iruand, 
either  from  the  prevalence  of  serious  crimo 
or  distress  so  great  and  so  general  as  to 
deserve  ImperUl  interventi<|nr^g^^ 
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oeoauon  it  may  be  safely  affirmed  thai 
fhera  is  nothing  of  the  kind — that  Uie  state 
of  the  eonntry  both  in  regard  to  the  de- 
erease  of  crime  and  the  increase  of  wealth 
is  satisfbctory.   The  total  number  of  per- 
sona committed  or  bailed  for  trial  in  1851, 
when  the  numbers  stood  at  their  maxi- 
mum, was  24,684;  in  1860,  5,386;  in 
1861,  5,586  ;  in  1862,  6,666 ;  and  in  1863, 
6,078 ;  shovriug  the  efi^t  produced  by 
tiie  nnfkTOurable  seasons  of  1860,  1861, 
and  1862.  The  decrease  during  these  years 
was  constant  until  1861,  when  the  num- 
bers increased,  but  sobsequently  they  again 
decreased.  A  comparison  of  a  proportionate 
population  in  England  and  Wales  for 
the  year  1863  showed  7,274  indictable 
offences  not  disposed  of  summarily  in  Ire- 
land, inclusive  of  the  Dublin  police  dis- 
trict, as  against  13,387  in  England  and 
Wales,  and  6,382  persons  apprehended  in 
Ireland  as  against  7,797  apprehended  in 
England  and  ^8168.    An  un&voarable 
feature  appears  in  the  eases  determined 
summarily;  but  these  are  in  ezeess  nudnly 
in  the  more  trivial  cases  classed  under  the 
head  of  "  drunkenness."   I  now  come  to 
agriculture.    In  the  districts  mainly  de- 
pendent on  agriculture  there  is  a  slow  but 
most  undoubted  recovery  from  the  pressure 
of  four  ver^  unfavourable  seasons,  and  in 
those  distncts  where  the  growth  of  flax 
has  been  extended  and  ^e  linen  trade 
prevails,  and  also  in  those  towns  where 
efforts  have  been  successfnlly  made  for  the 
revival  of  manufactures,  there  are  ^mp- 
toms  of  satisfiutory  progress.    The  fact  of 
tho  depression  consequent  on  the  very  un- 
favourable seasons  of  1860,  1861,  and 
1862  is  shown  in  all  the  Returns;  but 
Br.  Hancock  has  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  no  progrenive  decline  has 
taken  place,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that 
there  has  been  a  rapid  prt^grcssive  in- 
crease rince  the  fhmine,  the  aboTe<named 
years  — 1860,  1861,  and  1862  — alone 
showing  any  pause  in  the  prc^essive  in- 
crease of  produce  and  wealth.    This  re- 
covery, which  commenced  in  1863,  has 
continued  in  1864,  the  amount  of  land 
under  crop  being  largely  on  the  increase — 
in  flax  alone  amounting  to  87,761  acres, 
besides  47,486  in  meadow  and  clover. 
The  amount  of  stock  has  increased  by 
113,078  head  of  cattle,  and  54,854  sheep. 
The  acreage  under  flax  was  in  1858, 
91,646;  in  1860,  128,595;  in  1862, 
150,070;  and  in  1864,  301,860.  This 
increaae  extended  throughout  all  the  four 
Frovinees,  and  amounted  to  131,783  acres  I 
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in  Ulster  alone,  between  1862  and  1864. 
In  allnding  to  manu&ctnres,  one  branch 
is  intimatdy  connected  with  the  agricul* 
tural  interests — namely,  the  growth  of 
flax,  which  I  have  just  detailed ;  bat  the 
flax  finds  its  way  from  the  farm  to  the 
mill,  and  here  is  the  report  of  that  in- 
dttstry.  The  manufacture  of  yam  and 
linen  has  progressed  with  the  growth  of 
flax.  The  export  of  thread  increased 
from  L,128.9601b.  in  1862  to  1,153,516  lb. 
in  1863.  The  linen  yam  exported  was 
in  1862,  15,685,600  lb.,  and  in  1863 
20,672,800  lb.,  while  the  manufactured 
linen  exported  from  Belfast  was  65,086,000 
yards  in  1862,  and  78,475,000  yards  in 

1863.  This  increase  has  been  continued 
in  1864.  There  are  now  more  than  10,000 
power-looms  at  work  in  Ulster.  The  ex- 
traordinary increase  of  English  commerce 
has  a  tendency  to  make  us  under-estimate 
the  progress  of  Ireland.  Take,  bowoTOr, 
the  coasting  trade  of  Dublin  for  the  post 
year.   Hie  ships  entered  inwards  were  in 

1864,  7,428,  with  1,040,614  tons;  and 
in  1863,  7,375,  with  970,066  tons.  The 
ships  entered  outwards  were  3,928,  with 
778,646  tons  in  1864,  and  3,925  ships, 
with  766,503  tons  in  1863.    In  the 
twenty  principal  ports  the  increase  has 
been  from   1847,   37,404   ships,  with 
4,853,870  tons  ;    1862,  43,755  ships, 
with  7,056,984  tons.    Six  ports  show  n 
decrease  of  trade,  and  of  these  five  are  on 
the  Atlantic,  showing  that  land  traffic  by 
railways  is  preferred  to  the  risks  of  the 
sea  on  the  west  coast.   It  is  a  remarkable 
fact,  that  the  bulk  of  the  shipping  engaged 
in  traffic  between  England  and  Ireland  be- 
longs to  Irish  owners.    These  returns  are 
amply  sufficient  to  warrant  the  paragraph 
in  the  Boyal  Speech,  and  they  are  also 
such  as  to  bear  me  ont  in  my  Tiews  con- 
cerning the  condition  of  Ireland.    If  we 
recall  the  state  of  Ireland  thirty  years  ago, 
and  compare  it  with  the  present  state  of 
that  country  as  jiut  described,  and  con- 
template the  further  advance  and  progress 
we  have  a  right  to  expect,  what  just 
grounds  can  exist  for  the  cry  that  Ireland 
retrogrades  ?  Should  we  not  rather  justly 
calculate  that  the  path  of  progress  she  has 
but  recently  entered  will  bo  profitably 
pursued,  and  that  she  is  destined  to  be- 
come as  prosperous,  peaoeM,  and  con- 
tented as  any  part  of  Her  Kajestv's  domi- 
nions }   It  is  often  said  that  oapit^  is  re- 
quired, that  emigration  is  going  too  &r, 
and  that  both  capital  and  lalwur  arc  leaving 
our  shores.  I  dei^iMb^^tiDEdgmtag 
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onr  Bhores.  There  can  be  no  donbt  that 
capital  ia  always  required  wherever  great 
improvements  and  new  enterprises  have  to 
beestahUshed;  andl  maintain  not  only  that 
capital  does  oome  into  Ireland  in  inoreas- 
iog  amonnt  year  by  yew,  but  that  the  ac- 
cumalatibn  of  money  in  Ireland  is  very 
considerable.  I  was  last  year  informed 
that  the  sum  held  by  the  banks  of  Ire- 
land on  deposit  receipts  amounted  to 
£16,000,000,  and  that  the  banks  of  one 
northern  town  held  upwards  of  £400,000, 
in  Bums  averaging  £30  for  each  depositor, 
showing  that  even  the  small  farmers  had 
their  investments.  I  believe  these  amounts 
to  have  increased  in  1864.  Then  as  to 
emigration,  although  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say,  as  I  have  frequently  heard  it  said 
in  Ireland,  that  the  emigration  of  another 
million  of  sonls  is  required  to  bring  the 
population  to  a  fair  balance  of  demand  and 
supply  of  labour  and  a  reasonable  rate 
of  wages,  yet  I  am  satisfied  that  a  very 
large  number  of  the  present  population 
might  still  improve  their  condition  by 
emigratinii  without  detriment  to  the 
oountiy.  Emigration  in  search  of  a 
higher  rate  of  wages  has  always  taken 
place  in  oonntries  where  certain  indus- 
tries have  become  no  longer  remune- 
rative, or  the  system  of  agriculture  has 
changed.  As  long  as  Ireland  is  not  a 
manu&oturing  country,  emigration  must 
continue  until  the  rate  of  wages  becomes 
sufficient  to  euable  the  labourer  to  main- 
tain and  bring  up  his  family  at  home. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  contra- 
dict the  imputation  of  disaffection  to  the 
Grown  and  Government  of  this  country 
on  the  part  of  the  population  of  Ireland. 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  people  of  Ireland 
oollectively  is  either  disaffected  or  disloyal. 
There  are  in  every  country  and  at  all 
times  the  unsuccessful,  the  disappointed, 
and  the  idle  and  worthless,  who  vent  their 
discontent  and  tiieir  sorrows  in  finding 
&ult  with  all  around  them.  This,  too, 
often  takes  the  form  of  hosUlity  to  the 
powers  of  Government,  and  even  to  public 
order.  This  is  the  case  in  Ireland  to  a 
certain  extent,  and  is  in  some  degree  to 
be  attributed  to  the  undoubted  distress 
which  followed  for  several  years  the  great 
famine  in  that  country,  and  to  the  legisla- 
tive mistakes  committed  in  former  times 
by  the  Imperial  Parliament  There  exists, 
unquestionably,  much  discontent  in  Ire- 
land, but  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  said 
that  that  discontent  takes  the  form  of 
disl<^«Uy  to  the  CrowiL   I  belierei  on 


the  contrary,  that  the  people  of  Ireland 
generally  are  loyal  to  the  Crown,  and  with- 
out disaffection  or  hostility  towards  Eng- 
land. The  great  bane  and  difficulty  of  the 
thriving  and  prosperous  nrathem  Evince 
of  Ulster,  wiUi  its  many  advantages,,  is  the 
prevalence  and  bitterness  of  party  spirit. 
The  riots  of  last  year  at  Belfast,  when 
the  town  was  for  three  days  in  possession 
of  the  mob  uncontrolled  by  the  public 
authorities,  were  an  instance  of  the  extent 
to  which  this  spirit  of  religious  war  may 
be  carried ;  and  I  take  this  occasion  to 
press  most  earnestly  on  Her  Majesty's 
Qovemmeut  the  necessity  and  the  urgency 
of  enactment  or  precaution  to  prevent  the 
scenes  of  bloodshed  and  disorder  which 
will  otherwise  be  repeated  next  July. 
The  Report,  however,  of  the  Commission 
sent  to  inquire  into  the  causes  and  details 
of  these  riots  has  not  yet  appeared;  I 
therefore  reserve  my  observations  for  a 
future  occasion.  Neither  will  I  venture 
to  deal  with  other  questions,  however 
important  to  Ireland.  I  am  anxious  to 
confine  myself  to  Uie  state  of  the  condition 
of  the  countrir  ara  subject  of  congratula- 
tion. The  various  quations  of  lai^ 
tenure,  of  education,  and  of  religious  en- 
dowments are  not  now  before  us,  nor  is 
the  present  an  occasion  befitting  their  in- 
troduction. I  am  happy  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  great  anxiety  the  present 
Lord  Lieutenant  has  shown  to  make  him- 
self acquainted  with  the  wants  of  the 
country,  and  I  am  sure  he  will  spare  no 
effort  for  the  effectual  performance  of  the 
duties  he  has  undertaken.  I  am  aware 
that  my  observations  on  this  part  -  of  the 
Speech  have  extended  beyond  customary 
length,  and  for  this  reason,  indeed,  it  was 
that  I  passed  more  rapidly  over  other 
matters,  being  confident  they  would  re- 
ceive from  my  noUe  Friend  juster  and 
more  extended  critaoism  thm  I  oould  offer 
to  your  Lordsbi^. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  thank  your 
Lordships  very  gratefully  for  the  patience 
and  forbearance  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  accord  to  me,  and  to  move  that 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  Her 
Majesty,  as  follows 

MOBX  oaiOIOUi  SOTSBBIGM, 

"  Wb,  Your  Majectj'i  most  dutiful  and  lojral 
Subject!,  the  Lords  Spiritnal  and  Temponl  in 
Farliftment  auembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  our 
bumble  Thanks  to  jrour  Majesty  for  the  Gracious 
Speech  which  joar  Mtyesty  hai  comn^nded  to  Jw 
made  to  both  Howes  ofififfyigigjiCjOOgle 
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M  7|  hornUy  thank  jronr  Hi^ei^  for  infiHUiiDir 
us  Uiafe  the  Negotistioni  b  wbioh  tita  Empmor  of 
Avttria  and  the  King  aiPnuHaman  engaged 
intb  the  King  of  Deimari  wmn  brongbt  to  m 
Oonolusion  bjr  a  Treaty  of  Poace ;  and  we  hnmbly 
expresa  the  Gratification  with  which  we  learn 
that  the  CommunicationB  which  Tour  Majeatj  re- 
oeires  from  Foreign  Powers  lead  Tour  Majeity  to 
entertain  a  well-founded  Hope  that  do  renewed 
Dutorbanee  of  the  Peaoe  of  Ewrope  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended. 

*'  Wi  bambljr  think  Tour  Uqeity  for  infenning 
u  that  Ton  remain  iteadfostlf  neatral  between 
the  oontending  Partiea  in  the  Oiril  War  which 
■till  onhappily  continuea  in  North  America ;  and 
we  humbly  asaure  Toar  Msjeaty  that  with  Tonr 
Mi^eety  we  should  rejMoe  at  a  &iendl]r  ReoonoUia- 
tioD  between  them. 

*■  Wb  hnmbly  eODTey  onr  Thanks  to  Toor  Ma- 
jesty for  informing  ns  that  a  Japamete  Daimio,  in 
Rebellbtt  against  bis  Sovereign,  having  infringed 
the  lUghts  aeoorded  by  Treaty  to  Oreat  Britam 
and  to  certain  other  Powera,  and  that  the  Japan- 
ete  Goremment  baTing  &iled  to  oompel  him  to 
desist  from  his  lawless  Proceedings,  the  Dtplo- 
matio  Agents  and  the  Naval  Commanders  of 
Oreat  Britain,  France,  the  Nethariandl,  and  the 
United  States  of  North  America  undertook  a  com- 
bined  Operation  for  the  Purpose  of  asserting  the 
Rights  whioh  tb^  respeeUve  OoTemmenta  had 
obtidned  by  Treaty,  And  we  hnmbly  ocpress  our 
hope  that  this  Opwation,  wkieh  has  been  attended 
with  eom^te  Snoeess,  may  by  its  Result  afford 
Security  fw  Foreign  Commerce  and  additional 
Strength  to  the  GoTemment  of  Japan,  with  whioh 
the  Relations  of  Tonr  Blajesty  are  friendly, 

"W>  humbly  thank  Toor  Mi^jesty  for  eom- 
mandtng  Piters  on  this  Snbjeot  to  be  Ud  be- 
fore us. 

"  Wi  humbly  assure  Tonr  Majesty  that  wo  learn 
with  Regret  that  the  Oonfiict  with  some  of  theNa- 
tiveTribes  in  NewZealand\M  not  yet  been  brought 
to  a  Close  ;  and  we  humbly  convey  out  Thanks 
to  Tonr  Majesty  for  informing  us  that  the  suc< 
eoBsfol  Eflbrts  of  Tonr  M^esty's  Regular  Foroea, 
so^orted  by  those  raised  in  the  Colony,  have  led 
totiie  Snbmts^  of  some  of  the  Insorgents;  and 
that  those  who  are  still  in  Arms  have  been  ae- 
qnainted  with  the  eqnitable  Conditions  on  wbioh 
their  Submission  wonld  be  aeeepted, 

"  Wi  hnmblyezpressto  Tonr  Majesty  our  Gra- 
tifl cation  at  learning  thai  under  Tonr  Uajeaty's 
Sanotion  and  at  the  InTltation  of  Tonr  Hi^jesty's 
GorerBOr  General,  a  Confemoa  of  Delates  from 
Toor  Higesfy'i  seTml  IhrA  Amtriwm  Prorlnees 
had  assembled  at  QntOat;  that  those  Delegates 
had  adopted  Rewlotiflu  haTiog  for  their  Oltfeet 
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a  doier  Unim  of  those  Prorlnoes  onder  a  Central 
GoTemment ;  and  that  If  those  BeKdatlons  shall 
be  approved  by  the  Frorinolal  Legislatures  Tonr 
Majesty  will  oause  a  BHl  ta  be  laid  before  us  for 

carrying  this  important  Measure  into  effect. 


"  Wb  humbly  assure  Tonr  Majesty  that  with 
Tonr  Ui^eety  we  njoU»  at  the  genwal  Tranquil- 
lity of  your  Migeaty's  India»  Dominion ;  and  we 
humbly  tbank  Tonr  Majesty  for  Informing  us  that 
long-eontinued  Outrages  on  the  Persons  and  Pro- 
perty of  Snbjeets  of  Tour  Majesty  having  occurred 
Tor  which  no  Redreas  could  be  had,  it  became 
necessary  to  employ  a  Force  to  obtain  Satis&e- 
Uon  for  the  past  and  Seenri^  for  the  fotore. 

"  Wb  hnmbly  express  to  Tour  Hi^esty  our  re- 
gret at  the  Calamity  whioh  has  reoently  oooasioned 
great  Loss  of  lAta  and  Property  at  Calcutta  and  at 
other  places  in  India  ;  and  wo  humbly  trust  that 
the  prompt  Assistance  rendered  by  the  Officers 
of  the  Government  and  the  generous  contributions 
which  have  been  made  in  various  parts  of  India 
may  have  relieved  the  Snfferinga  wbioh  have  thus 
been  oeearioned. 

"  Ws  humbly  assure  Tour  Higesty  that  we 
learn  with  Gratification  that  the  general  Oondi* 
tion  4^  the  Country  is  satisfactory  ;  that  the  R«- 
venue  realizes  its  estimated  Amount ;  that  the 
Distress  which  prenuled  in  some  of  the  Manu- 
fteturing  Diatriots  has  greatly  abated,  while  the 
Act  passed  for  the  encouragement  of  Public  Works 
in  those  Distriots  has  been  attended  with  usefiil 
Resnlti ;  and  that  Inland  during  the  past  Toar 
has  bad  its  Share  in  tiis  Advantage  of  a  good 
Harresti  with  a  gradual  Intension  of  Trade  and 
Manofiutnrea. 

*'  Wb  humbly  assure  Tour  Uj^jesty  that  we  will 
give  oar  earaeat  AttenUon  to  the  Measures  of 
Poblio  Ua^iiess  wbioh  maf  bo  sobmltted  for 
our  Consideration. 

"  Wi  humbly  thank  Tour  lili^eaty  for  informing 
ua  that  Bills  will  be  laid  before  ns  for  the  Gon- 
oentration  of  all  tbe  Courts  of  Law  and  Equity, 
with  their  attendant  Offioes,  on  a  convenient  Site  ; 
for  the  OompletioD  of  the  Revision  of  the  Statnte 
Law ;  for  the  Amendment  of  the  Iaw  relating  to 
Patents  for  Inveotions ;  and  for  eonforring  on  the 
Oonn^  Coorta  an  equitable  Jurls^Uon  in  Oansee 
of  small  Amount. 

**  Wb  humbly  assure  Tonr  Migeaty  that  onr  seri- 
ous attention  shall  be  given  to  tbe  Measures  which 
may  be  propoeed  for  carrying  into  eflbet  oertaln 
BeeommeDdations  made  to  tiie  House  of  Commons, 
after  Inqnlir  direeted  Iqr  that  House,  into  tbe 
Opnatlon  of  the  Laws  regulating  the  Belief  to  the 
Poor  i  and  to  the  Bill  whioh  wiU  be  Uid  before 
ttsfoOBded  on  Iho  lUport  of 
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inqnirfaif  Into  Publio  Sehools.  And  we  hombl; 
tliank  Tonr  Majesty  for  infonning  as  thii  Tour 
Majesty  has  directed  that  a  Coranussion  aliftU  be 
issued  to  inqaire  into  Endowed  and  other  Sohooh 
in  England,  which  have  not  been  iocladed  in  the 
reoent  Inqairies  relating  to  popular  Edaoation. 
And  we  humbly  assure  Tour  Mi^ty  that  with 
Tonr  M^es^  we  Arrently  ^ay  that  the  blessing 
<^  Almighty  God  may  attend  our  Cotuwil^  and 
guide  onr  DeUbwaUoiu  to  the  Advaneement  of 
the  'WeUure  and  Hap^nsM  of  Tonr  Pe^." 

LoBD  HOTIGHTON:  My  Lords,  the 
course  of  erents  in  this  country  and  in 
Europe  since  we  last  met  warrants  me  in 
ooDgratulatiog  myself  and  you  that  in 
seconding  the  Address  in  reply  to  Her 
Majesty's  gracious  Speech^  I  am  called 
upon  to  make  onl^  a  few  current  oheerra- 
tions.  From  the  ame  of  the  abortiTe  Con- 
&T8noe  in  I«ndou  on  Danish  affiiits,  and 
the  consequeut  abrogation  of  the  Treaty 
of  1852,  the  Danish  question,  bo  far  as 
this  countiy  is  concerned,  has  foUen  into 
the  general  politica  of  Europe.  I  think 
year  Lordships  will  acknowledge  the  wis- 
dom of  the  guarded  language  which  Her 
Majesty  has  used  on  the  subject;  but  I 
may  be  permitted,  as  an  individual  Mem- 
ber of  the  House,  to  remark  that  the  issues 
which  we  were  formerly  told  were  so  clear, 
the  propositions  which  were  represented 
as  so  self-evident,  have  not  quite  stood  the 
test  of  time  and  experience.  Those  cla- 
morous nationalities  of  which  we  heard  so 
much  still  remain  unsatisfied — those  rights 
which  were  declared  to  be  indefeasible  are 
yet  unTec<^s;msed — and  those  ambitions  to 
which  it  was  then  considered  almost  calum- 
ziious  to  allude  are  now  recognised  openly 
as  facts  in  history.  If,  my  Lords,  from 
(be  force  of  ciroomstances,  concessions  are 
made  in  the  matter  of  the  late  Danish 
Duchies  to  popular  feeling,  or  if  assumed 
rights  are  recognised,  they  will  be  granted 
without  grace  and  accepted  without  grati- 
tode.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  those  ambi- 
tious projects  are  folly  realized,  it  is  pos- 
sible Uiat  that  system  of  territorial  compen- 
sations which  seems  popular  at  the  present 
moment  with  Continental  statesmen  may 
come  into  play  ;  and  tiius  this  question 
on  whi(^  Her  Majesty  is  now  able  to  con- 
gratulato  your  Lordships  as  pacifically  ar- 
ranged, may  end  in  serious  complications 
to  Europe.  B^rMigestjr,  my  Lords,  would 
hare  been  rery  happy  if  she  could  have 
announced  to  you  that  ^ace  was  also 
established  on  the  other  side  of  &e  At- 
,lantic   That  d^orable  conteBt  between 


la^  popnlafions  of  men  descended  from 
our  own  common  ancestry  still  oontinnes. 

But  if  that  contest  continues,  the  neutrality 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  continues 
also.  I  beUeve  that  that  neutrality  is  re- 
cognised by  all  parties  in  this  country  as 
being  both  wise  and  just;  and  when  we 
consider  that  in  a  Cabinet  somewhat  lat^e 
there  must  be  many  men  who  entertain 
strong  opinions  on  matters  of  such  pressing 
interest  upon  one  side  or  the  other,  it  is, 
I  think,  eminently  creditable  that  no  one 
public  act  can  be  pointed  out  which  in 
any  way  discovered  their  inclinations.  It 
is  not  true,  my  Lords,  as  has  been  said 
elsewhere,  that  the  civil  war  in  America 
has  been  "prompted"  or  "promoted  by 
England."  It  is  not  true  that  the  English 
Government  have  in  any  one  case  departed 
from  that  absolute  neutrality  which  they 
professed.  My  Lords,  following  the  ex* 
ample  of  my  noble  Friend,  I  will  not  ven- 
ture any  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  either 
side  in  this  great  quarrel.  I  will  merely 
direct  your  Lordships'  attention  to  one 
satufactory  result  in  the  midst  of  so  much 
disaster— namely,  the  continuous  and  cer- 
tain decline  of  that  unhappy  institution  of 
slavery  which  is  so  repugnant  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  English  people,  and  of  which 
I  may  say,  without  fiwaticism,  that  it  is 
opposed  to  all  sound  principles  of  social 
and  political  economy.  But  if  this  spirit 
of  disruption  has  been  evinced  in  America, 
a  higher  and  I  think  wiser  spirit  has 
manifested  itself  in  other  portions  of  the 
globe.  That  impulse  which  inclines 
small  States  to  baud  themselves  togetiier 
for  the  purpose  of  mutual  protection, 
and  for  the  ^gnity  of  empire,  has  shown 
itself  in  two  remarkable  examples,  of 
which  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  a  few 
words.  In  Europe  it  has  manifested  itself 
in  the  case  of  Italy,  which  is  not,  indeed, 
alluded  to  in  any  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Speech,  because  it  is  an  accomplished  fact 
of  European  history.  A  convention  has 
lately  taken  place  between  the  Emperor 
of  the  French  and  the  King  of  Itely,  in 
which  England  can  take  no  other  interest 
than  to  hope  thai  it  may  redound  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  one  and  to  the  honour 
of  the  other.  At  any  rate,  one  great  ad- 
vantage has  been  accomplished.  With  his 
oapitiu  in  the  centre  of  Italy,  it  is  no 
longer  possible  to  talk  of  Victor  Emma- 
nuel as  King  of  Piedmont.  He  is  King 
of  Italy,  or  nothing.  On  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic  the  same  impulse  to  union 
has  manifested  itself  in  tha  proposed 
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aniBlnmatuni  of  the  British  fMnnoes  of 
^oruL  Amerioa.  I  heartily  eracnr  vith 
all  that  has  been  said  by  my  noble  Priend 
the  Iforer  of  this  Address  in  his  laudation 
of  that  project  It  is*  my  Lords,  a  most  in- 
teresting subject  of  oontonplation  that  that 
proj  ect  has  arisen  and  has  been  approved  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  It  is  certainly 
contrary  to  what  might  bo  considered  the 
old  maxims  of  government  in  connection 
with  the  colonies,  that  we  should  here 
express— and  that  the  Crown  itself  should 
express—satisfaction  at  a  measure  which 
tends  to  bind  together  in  almost  indepen- 
dent power  our  colonies  in  North  Ame- 
rioa. We  do  still  believe  that  tboogh  thus 
banded  together  they  will  recognise  the 
value  of  British  connection,  and  that 
while  they  will  be  safer  in  this  amalga- 
mation we  shall  be  as  safe  in  their  fealty. 
The  task  which  the  statesmen  of  Canada 
have  undertaken  is  a  very  difficult  one — it 
will  require  much  prudent  consideration 
and  gnat  attention  to  provincial  suscepti- 
bilities. It  will  have  to  deal  not  only 
with  several  British  Provinces,  but  with 
a  race  almost  foreign  in  thmr  habits  and 
origin.  I  do  hope  it  will  ultimately  suc- 
ceed, and  that  the  French  Canadians 
forming  part  of  this  great  integral  North 
British  American  Empire  will  have  as 
much  security  and  happiness  as  they  now 
possess.  I  rejoice  in  this  movement  for 
this  further  reason,  that  I  believe  the , 
future  of  the  world  will  rest,  not  with  iso- 
lated municipalities,  but  in  great  empires. 
On  the  other  parts  of  Her  Majesty's 
Speedi,  referring  to  foreign  afbiri,  I  wUl 
merely  remark  that  wherever  war  exists 
England  is  not  on  the  aggressive.  Wher- 
ever England  is  in  arms,  she  is  to  on  the 
defenuve.  It  is  solely  to  defend  her  own 
commeroei  to  protect  her  own  subjects, 
that  England  is  anywhere  hostile.  There  is 
nothing  a^ressiveinHorMajesty'sSpeech. 

I  wUl  now,  my  Lords,  say  a  fbw  words 
on  home  affisirs.  It  appears  that  the 
legislation  which  will  be  presented  to 
your  Lordships  this  Session  will  bo  of  the 
same  nature  as  that  for  which  the  other 
Sessions  of  this  Parliament  have  been  oon- 
spiououB— that  is  to  say,  it  will  be  exclu- 
sively of  a  practical  character.  For  my  own 
part,  my  Lords,  I  should  have  been  glad  if 
we  had  contrived  somehow  or  other  during 
this  long  Parliament  to  have  broadened 
the  ancient  ways  of  the  British  Consti- 
tution ;  but  it  seems  that  task  is  to  be  re- 
aerved  for  some  period  of  keener  political 
oompetition — it  may  be,  for  stnne  fiitnie 
Lord  MougkUm 
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generation  of  more  ardent*  more  hopefhli 
and  more  youthfhl  statesmen.  I  trust, 
therefore,  you  will  not  lose  the  excellent 
opportunity  yon  now  have  of  devoting  tJiis 
Session  to  practical  refbrms.  And  with 
respect  to  the  reforms  in  the  law,  I  think 
I  may  congratulate  your  Lordships  on 
being  in  a  most  fortunate  position ;  beoanso 
it  is  not  now  the  victims  that  are  crying 
for  mercy,  but  it  is  the  High  Priest  him- 
self that  is  indignant  at  the  sacrifice ;  and, 
looking  to  his  powerful  initiative  of  mea- 
sures of  law  reform,  and  the  energy  with 
which  your  Lordships  will  support  him,  I 
do  hope  this  Session  will  produce  some 
remarkable  results.  I  trust  we  shall  make 
some  way  in  a  digest  of  the  laws  of  this 
country.  I  am  glad  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment use  especially  that  phrase  of  the 
"  digest  of  the  law,"  because  I  do  not  think 
that  phrase  implies  that  we  should  abso- 
lutely confine  ourselves  to  codification  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  development  of  prin- 
ciples or  the  variation  of  practice.  What  I 
think  we  wmt  is  that  a  digest  of  the  laws 
of  Eni^d,  such  aa  they  are,  should  be 
made  and  presented  to  us  —  a  result 
which  I  cannot  but  believe  to  bo  of  the 
greatest  public  utility.  Another  point 
to  which  your  Lordships*  attention  will 
necessarily  be  directed  is  the  revision 
of  the  Poor  Law.  The  Act  by  which 
the  present  Poor  Law  Board  is  consti- 
tuted expires  this  year.  It  is.  there- 
fore, absolutely  necessary  for.  your  Lord- 
sliips  to  re-enact  some  measure  for  tho 
continuation  of  that  Board.  You  may  do 
80  by  simply  continuing  it  as  it  is,  or  you 
may  accompany  its  continuance  by  the 
adoption  of  some  of  the  recommendations 
of  the  Select  Committee  of  tiie  Commons 
which  sat  upon  the  Poor  Law  Board, 
Having  myself  been  a  member  of  ^at  Com- 
mittee, I  must  say  that  the  evidence  there 
produced  was  most  honouraUe  and  aatia- 
fectory  as  regards  the  present  constitution 
of  that  Board  ;  and  I  thpik  your  Lord- 
ships would  do  well  to  insert  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Select  Committee  in  the 
measure.  It  is,  I  think,  a  graver  question, 
and  one  that  will  demand  all  your  Lord- 
ships* attention,  whether  it  would  be  wise 
at  this  moment  to  accompany  that  change 
with  an  alteration  of  the  law  of  removal 
and  settiement.  We  have  hardly  yet  hod 
time  to  see  the  effect  of  the  Bill  passed 
very  recently  with  regard  to  the  irremov- 
able poor ;  and,  moreover,  I  believe  it  is 
doubtful  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to 
enter  fiilly  into  that  question*  dnring.tiie 
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oontiiiQance  of  that  great  exception  to  the 
general  proBperity  of  the  country — the  dis- 
tresa  in  the  cotton  distriotB  of  Lancashire. 
Uy  Lords,  Her  Uajesty  congratulates  you 
upon  the  abatement  of  that  distress.  True 
it  is  that  that  ahatement  is  very  great ; 
hut  still  much  distress  exists.  How  great 
it  has  heen  can  be  appreciated  only  by 
those  who  have  had  some  personal  expe- 
rience ^  that  part  of  the  Idi^om — tor 
we  scarcely  realize  ftom  atati^cs  what  it 
is  for  the  pauperum  of  a  certain  district 
to  rise  from  the  usual  rate  of  50,000  to 
the  extraordinary  rate  of  435,400  persons. 
That  rate  of  pauperism  has  now  diminished 
to  something  like  120,000;  but  still  1 
must  say  there  is  no  hope  of  its  entire 
extinction.  The  American  war  has  caused 
so  great  a  disturbance  of  trade,  and  brought 
on  BO  much  unhealthy  speculation,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  say  when  things  will  be  tho- 
roughly right  again.  With  such  a  condi- 
tion of  afifairs  as  you  have  at  this  moment, 
when  the  tery  rumour  of  negotiation — the 
idea  that  peace  is  looming  in  the  distance — 
is  sufficient  to  cast  a  gloom  over  the  whole 
Exchange  of  Liverpool,  and  when  you 
know  tl^t  although  cotton  may  arrive  in 
oonsiderahle  quantities  there  will  be  large 
capitalists  who  will  hold  back  till  the  time 
when  it  may  become  sUU  cheaper,  ^ou  will 
feel  that  tiie  Lancashire  distress  is  yet  a 
reality,  and  that  further  demands  may  be 
made  even  upon  the  good  connsel  and 
energy  of  the  noble  Earl  opposite  (the  Earl 
of  Derby),  to  whom  Lancashire  and  Eng- 
land already  owe  so  much.  There  are 
other  topics  referred  to  in  the  Speech 
which  wUl  form  the  subject  of  future  dis- 
cussion. I  hare,  therefore,  nothing  left 
me  but  to  thank  your  Lordships  most 
cordially  for  the  kind  attention  with  which 
you  have  listened  to  me,  and  to  express  to 
Her  Majesfy  our  gratitude  for  Her  Gra- 
cious Speech,  and  to  assure  Her  Majesty, 
nnder  circumstances,  of  our  unabated 
affection  and  undiminished  sympathy. 
And  if  the  gentle  influences  of  tame  and 
the  &ithfiil  dischaige  of  high  duties  should 
bring  with  them  those  consolationB  which 
a  gradooB  Providence  rarely  refuses  to 
the  deepest  sorrow,  I  need  not  say  how 
grateful  that  event  would  be  to  Her  Par- 
tiament  and  Her  people.  My  Lords,  I  beg 
to  second  the  Motion  for  an  Address  to 
Her  Majesty  in  reply  to  Her  Majesty's 
most  gracious  Speech.    [Set  Page  14.] 

Tax  Eabl  of  DERBY :  My  Lords,  it 
would  be  an  act  of  disrespect  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty and  of  discomtesy  to  the  noble  Lords 


if  the  Address  moved  and  seconded  by 
them  were  allowed  to  pass  without  any 
observation  from  this  side  of  the  House ; 
otherwise  I  should  not  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  trouble  your  Lordships  with 
a  single  remark  on  a  Speech  so  entirely 
innocuous  as  that  to  which  we  have  to-day 
all  given  such  placid  attention.  That 
Speech,  indeed,  is  one  of  jnst  such  a  cha- 
racter as  might  naturally  have  been  ex- 
pected to  be  ^dressed  by  an  aged  Minister 
to  a  moribund  Kvliament  The  di^  of 
the  !ParIiament  are  numbered.  Ko  medi- 
cal skill  or  science  can  prolong  its  existence 
beyond  a  period  of  a  very  few  weeks.  Its 
condition,  as  far  as  the  protraction  of  its 
life  is  concerned,  is  absolutely  hopeless. 
All  that  the  most  eminent  physicians  can 
do  for  it  is  to  take  care  that  its  dying 
moments  are  disturbed  by  no  unnecessary 
excitement,  that  no  distracting  influences 
may  disquiet  its  last  hours,  or  interfere 
with  the  peace  of  its  fleeting  moments, 
and  that  it  may  be  supplied  with  just  so 
much  gentle  occupation  as  may  tranquilly 
engage  its  thoughts.  The  physicians,  of 
course,  will  continue  to  the  last  to  hold 
their  formal  consultations  on  the  state  of 
the  patient,  receive  tiieir  accustomed  fees, 
and  waft  it  serenely  towards  its  final 
rest  It  is  true  we  have  heard  it  said 
that  there  are  some  ardent  and  enthud- 
astic  spirits,  attendants  on  the  patient, 
who  are  desirous  of  trying  a  more  vigorous 
mode  of  treatment ;  and  I  am  not  quite 
sure  that  I  did  not  hear  from  the  noble 
Lord  who  seconded  the  Address  an  ex- 
pression of  regret  that  some  more  active 
treatment  was  not  adopted  than  the  homoe- 
opathic one  prescribed  for  the  departing 
patient  by  Her  Majesty's  Ministers.  I 
believe  that  some  of  those  ardent  spirits 
advise  a  recourse  to  galvanic  action,  in 
order  that,  if  possible,  by  an  electric  shock 
those  enei^es  may  be  roused  which  have 
for  some  considerable  time  been  dormant. 
But  the  more  experienced  physicians,  look- 
ing to  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  patient, 
and  remembering  the  effisct  of  former  ex- 
pedients, are  of  opinion  that  such  a  shock 
might  be  too  mudi  for  its  feeble  constitu- 
tion, and  that  it  is  not  unlikely  tbe  at- 
tempt to  infuse  fresh  vigour  into  the  sys- 
tem would  precipitate  the  crisis  they  un- 
doubtedly would  fain  defer  as  long  as 
possible."  Another  reason  for  caution  on 
the  part  of  those  who  prescribe  for  the 
patient  is  that  his  estate  is  not  entailed, 
and  that  he  has  no  power  to  name  his 
auocessons  and  it  if,,^^^^^^^ 
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fhat  when  the  ineritoble  dissolution  takes 
plaoe  there  may  be  a  dispnted  Bncceseion, 
which  mw  not  mly  give  am^e  employ- 
ment to  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe, 
but  lead  to  awkward  results  to  those  now 
in  close  attendance  at  the  sick-bed.  I 
therefore,  my  Lords,  congratulate  Her 
Uajesty's  Gtovemment  on  putting  into  the 
mouth  of  the  Boy al  Commissioners  a  Speech 
so  admirably  adapted  to  their  own  position 
and  to  that  of  the  Parliament  to  which  it 
is  addressed.  I  am  sure  there  is  nothing 
that  threatens  the  feeble  constitution  of 
the  patient,  nothing  that  can  occasion  it 
any  nnnecessary  excitement,  and  nothing 
— as  far  aa  the  Speech  is  concerned — 
which  should  tend  to  accelerate  the  in- 
evitable stroke  that  awaits  the  Parliament 
in  a  very  brief  period.  I  do  not,  however, 
wish  to  say  any  means  that  there  are 
not  touched  in  the  course  of  this  Speech 
some  anlgeota  of  connderaUe  importence, 
both  as  regards  formgn  and  domestic  po- 
lioy,  and  dso  as  regi^  the  past,  the  pre- 
sent and  the  futore.  Bat  those  subjects, 
of  no  small  interest  though  they  be,  as  far 
as  respects  the  past  and  the  present  are  so 
dealt  with  as  not  to  call  for  any  expression 
of  opinion  or  any  judgment  on  their  merits 
from  yoar  Lordships.  And,  looking  to  the 
legislation  shadowed  forth,  it  is  certainly 
not  of  such  a  character  as  to  provoke  any 
violent  or  party  controversy,  or  raise  any 
great  or  animated  political  contest. 

In  looking  to  the  Speech  I  confess,  my 
Lords,  I  would  desire  to  pass  over  rapidly 
and  lightly  the  first  paragraph  relating 
to  Denmark.  It  alludes  to  a  state  ot 
things  to  which  I  think  no  Englishman 
can  look  back  without  considerable  regret 
or  without  some  feeling  of  humiliation. 
I  will  not  follow  the  noble  Lord  who 
seconded  the  Address  (Lord  Houghton) 
by  entering  into  any  speculations  as  to 
the  posdble  omnplioations  which  may  en- 

*  sue  from  that  state  of  things.  I  do  not 
quarrel  with  that  part  of  the  Address.  I 
would  rather  imitate  what  I  consider  the 
prudent  forbearance  of  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers,  and  characterise  b^  no  epithet 
of  mine  either  that  peace  which  has  been 
the  result  of  these  negotiations,  or  the : 
conduct  of  the  united  Powers  by  which 
its  conditions  were  dictated.  It  is  satis- 
factory, my  Lords,  to  luiow,  from  the 
assurances  received  b;^  the  Govonment, 
that  among  the  compUoations  which  may 
arise  in  connection  with  the  ultimate 
^posal  of  the  subjugated  provinces  there 

is  no  ground  for  apprehMiaing  that  great 
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calamity,  a  renewed  disturbanoe  of  the 
peace  of  Europe.    My  Lords,  the  Boyal 
Speech  ap|>ears  to  me  to  be  mora  t^ 
usually  reticent  upoh  the  subject  of  onr 
foreign  relations.   TTsually  a  considerable 
portion  of  Speeches  from  the  Throne  is 
taken  up  in  describing  the  relations  of 
foreign  States  with  this  country,  and  there 
are  one  or  two  points  particularly  con- 
nected with  foreign  afimrs  on  which  I 
could  have  desired  to  have  heard  some 
explanation.    I  should  have  been  glad, 
for  example,  if  we  had  been  furnished 
with  some  information  as  to  the  state  of 
our  relations  with  the  Emperor  of  Brazil. 
It  is  true  that  Brazil  is  not  a  first-rate 
Power,  nor  one  from  which  we  can  ap- 
prehend any  serious  opponitioa ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  abso- 
lute indiffi»enoe  to  ns  that  we  should 
continue  in  a  state  of  protracted  aliena* 
tion  from  a  country  which  had  always 
hitho^  been  on  friendly  terms  witii  us, 
with  which  we  have  very  large  commercial 
relations,  and  with  which  it  is  our  in- 
terest in  every  respect  to  have  a  good 
and  friendly  understanding.    And  I  am 
compelled  to  say,  that  for  the  original 
differences  which  have  existed  between  us 
and  that  State  the  main  portion  of  the 
blame  rests  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
British  Government,  and  I  should  be  ex- 
ceedingly glad  if  the  noble  Lord  the 
Foreign  Secretary,  by  mediation  or  other- 
wise, has  taken  steps  for  potting  an  end 
to  this  unfortunate  estrangement.   I  am 
anxious,  therefore,  to  hear  some  account 
from  him  of  the  present  state  of  oar  re- 
lations  with  Brazil,  and  of  what  may  have 
been  done  towards  restoring  that  good 
understanding  which  is  so  desirable  for 
the  interest  of  both  oountries.  My  Lords, 
I  pass  over  the  threo  littie  wars  in  whioh 
this  country  has  been  or  is  engaged.  I 
pass  \(j  thai  most  unfortunate  civil  war 
m  New  Zealand — ^for  such  it  amounts  to 
— ^without  expressing  any  opinion  on  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  that  question.    It  is, 
at  all  events,  a  war  of  the  most  lamentable 
character,  to  which  every  one  must  feel  it 
desirable  that  an  end  should  be  put  as 
soon  as  possible.    Nor  will  I  refer  to  the 
littie  engagement  with  the  Daimio  in 
Japan,  who,  in  opposition  it  appears  to 
the  Qovernment  of  his  country,  bad  ven- 
tured to  provoke  the  hostility  of  all  the 
navies  of  Europe,  and  which  ended  in  the 
only  way  one  would  naturally  expect. 
Neither  do  I  wish  to  dwell  on  another 
little  civil  war,  with  respect  to>whioh  Her 
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Kaj6et7*8  Qovernment  have  not  furnished 
information  as  to  vrham  the  parties  are. 
"Sffe  learn  from  Her  Majesty's  Kessage  that 
the  condition  of  India  is  generally  eatis- 
faotory,  bat,  nerertheless,  ve  are  informed 
that— 

"Longr  ooDtinned  ootn^  on  the  penons  and 
property  of  Bubjoots  of  Her  Majestj,  and  for  which 
DO  redress  ooold  be  had,  have  rendered  it  neces- 
sary to  employ  a  force  to  obtain  satisfaction  for 
the  past  and  security  for  the  fiitnre," 

'VTho  the  party  is  against  whom  these 
steps  have  been  taken,  from  whom  redress 
is  to  be  obtained,  who  have  taken  steps  to 
punish  him,  who  could  obtain  no  redress, 
who  is  to  luiTe  satic&etion,  and  what  in- 
jury has  been  snstained,  we  mo^  conjeo- 
tore  and  collect  from  the  examuation  of 
other  documents ;  but,  as  far  as  the  Queen's 
Message  is  oohoemed,  the  country  is  left  in 
the  dark  as  to  the  party  with  whom  we  are 
at  war  in  India.  It  is  unfortunate  to  find 
that  the  civil  war  still  continues  in 
America ;  and  I  join  in  the  expression  of 
a  hope,  which  I  am  sure  every  person  in 
this  country  would  rejoice  to  see  realized, 
that  there  might  be  an  early  cessation  of 
that  deplorable  contest.  It  is  now  nearly 
three  years  since  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  following  in  the  wake 
of  Mr.  Seward,  announced  that  he  had  every 
reason  to  suppose  that  another  month  would 
see  the  condusion  of  the  hostilities  in  Ame- 
rica. Three  years  have  gone,  and  yet  those 
hostilities  are  carried  on  with  more  than 
usual,  Imight^moBtsay,saTagex7,  ^read- 
ing desolation  over  large  tracts  of  country, 
destroying  the  lives  and  property  of  peace- 
able inhabitants,  and  tending  to  embitter 
and  envenom  the  ineradioalue  hatred  be- 
tween the  people  of  the  two  sections  of 
America  to  such  an  extent  as,  in  my 
opinion,  will  render  future  reconcilement 
impossible ;  so  that  the  only  practicable 
result  would  be  the  separation  of  the  two 
portions  of  the  country,  or  the  entire 
subjugation  of  the  one  by  the  other. 
It  is  impossible  that  every  one  must  not 
earnestly  desire  any  step  to  bo  taken  that 
may  lead  to  a  possibility  of  reconciliation 
or  to  a  termination  of  the  war.  In  the 
interests  of  every  humane  and  gene- 
rous feeling,  great  credit  would  be  due 
to  those  who  could  in  any  way  bring 
about  the  cessation  of  this  cmd  contest. 
At  the  same  time,  I  am  not  one  in  the 
least  disposed  to  move  from  the  position  of 
neutrality  iffofessed,  and,  I  main- 
tained  by  Her  H^esty's  OoTemment;  but 
I  oonfoia  I  look  wiui  great  anxiety  and 


no  littie  apprehension  to  some  symptoms 
which  appear  to  me  to  show  that  that 
neutrality  has  not  been  received  by  the 
party  to  whom  unquestionably  it  has  been 
most  fevourable  with  that  good  will  and 
gratitude  to  which  I  think  it  was  fairly 
entitled.  I  do  not  now  refer  to  expres- 
sions published  in  Federal  newspapers,  or 
made  use  of  by  individuals  in  tiie  Con- 
gress  or  npon  platforms,  or  to  language 
in  despatohes  or  official  documento  ad- 
dressed to  authorities  in  America  with  re- 
spect to  this  country,  which,  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  eonld  huardly  be  re- 
garded as  otherwise  than  provooative  of 
hostility ;  but  I  do  look  with  the  deepest 
concern  upoE  two  measures  which  have 
received  the  sanction  of  tiie  Senate  of  the 
United  States — one  for  giving  notice  of 
the  termination  of  the  Treaty  of  Eecipro- 
city  with  Canada,  and  the  other  for  giving 
the  still  more  importeut  notice  for  the  ter- 
mination of  that  treaty  by  which  the 
naval  force  on  the  lakes  is  restrained  and 
limited.  Of  these  two  measures,  it  is  im- 
possible not  to  say  that  they  are  both 
adopted  in  a  spirit  of  hostility  towards 
this  country.  The  first  of  them  throws 
open  questions  of  the  most  delicate  and 
difficult  character.  The  American  people 
have  derived,  as  they  do  not  deny,  great 
commercial  advantages  frY>m  the  Beoip'ro- 
city  Treaty,  and  its  termination  is  advo- 
cated only  on  the  avowed  ground  that 
Canada  drives  still  greater  advanti^ies. 
One  effect  of  the  termination  of  that  trmty 
would  be,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  that  the 
whole  of  the  complicated  que^on  of  the 
fidieries,  firom  the  settlement  of  wluch  the 
United  States  have  derived  incalculable 
advantage,  would  at  once  be  tiirown  open. 
My  Lords,  I  am  old  enough  to  remember 
what  serious  complications  and  difficulties 
questions  connected  with  the  fisheries  occa- 
sioned, and  how  near  to  the  point  of  war 
they  led  this  country  and  the  United  States; 
and  now  all  these  questions  are  gratui- 
tously, and  apparentiy  without  the  slight- 
est reason,  thrown  open,  at  the  risk  and 
danger  of  war — than  which  nothing  could 
be  more  deplorable — between  this  country 
and  the  United  States.  It  is  not  a  littie 
significant,  too,  that  at  the  same  time  when 
the  abrogation  of  this  commercial  treaty 
lays  open  all  these  points  of  danger  and 
difficulty  there  is  another  stop  tuen  to 
abrogate  anot3ier  treaty.  For  a  loi^ 
peri^  the  lakes  have  had  on  both  their 
shores  an  industrious  people  peaeeAil  and 
prosperous,  and  Imve  served  as-tiwmMM 
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of  peaceful  and  profitable  commerce  be- 
tween the  two  countries  lying  on  either 
mde  of  them  and  opposite  each  other ;  bnt 
I  con  recollect  a  period  in  the  late  Ame- 
rican  war  when  there  was  a  race  of  ship- 
building on  the  two  aides  of  the  lakes,  and 
when  the  party  obtaining  the  supremacy 
in  that  matter  gained  the  control  of  the 
lakes  and  the  mastery  of  both  shores. 
That  state  of  things  was  pnt  an  end  to  by 
the  treaty ;  but  now  America  is  the  party 
who,  without  the  slightest  provocation  or 
ground,  so  far  as  warlike  operatdons 
went,  and  without  the  slightest  pretext 
of  injury,  breaks  through  that  treaty  and 
deda^  an  intention  of  increasing  ita 
force  on  the  lakes,  thns  rendering  it  neoea- 
sary  on  the  part  of  this  oonntry  to.  take 
correaponding  measures.  I  do  not  ask  the 
Oovemment  what  steps  they  have  taken, 
but  I  do  say  this,  that  they  will  be  deeply 
responsible  if  they  are  not  awake  to  the 
peril  in  which  the  country  is  placed  by 
these  two  acts,  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, followed  up  by  an  intention  to 
employ  a  preponderating  force  on  tho 
lakes.  That  force  can  only  be  for  aggres- 
sion ;  for  to  speak  of  an  attack  by  Canada 
upon  the  United  States  is  to  speak  of  a 
physical  impossibility.  Canada  has  a  long 
iVootier,  peculiarly  open  to  aggression, 
being  accessible  by  water  as  by  land, 
and  unless  you  have  a  preponderating 
power  on  the  lakes,  but,  above  all,  if  you 
allow  the  neighbouring  Power  to  have  a 
preponderating  force  there,  yon  place 
Canada  at  the  diqiosal  of  the  United 
States.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  see 
vitii  additional  Batiafootion  that  which  is 
probably  the  most  important  part  of  the 
Royal  Speech — I  mean  the  annooncement 
that  Her  Ifajesly  has  given  her  sanction 
to  the  proposed  federation  of  the  British 
North  American  Provinces.  I  hope  I 
may  regard  that  federation  as  a  measure 
tending  to  constitute  a  Power  strong 
enough,  with  the  aid  of  this  country, 
which  I  trust  may  never  be  withdrawn 
from  those  provinces,  to  defend  them- 
selves against  any  aggression,  and  to 
acquire  an  importance  which  separately 
they  could  not  obtain,  but  which  com- 
bined would  raise  them  to  a  Power  of  no 
inconsiderable  dimensions.  If  I  saw  in 
this  proposed  federation  a  desire  to  separate 
from  this  country,  I  should  think  it  a 
matter  of  much  more  doubtfol  poUo;^  and 
adrantage ;  but  I  perceive,  with  satis&o- 
tioD,  that  no  auoh  wish  is  entertained. 
Perhaps  it  is  premature  to  discon  at  pre- 
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sent  resolutions  not  yet  submitted  to  the 
difiEerent  provincdal  Legislatures,  but  I 
hope  I  see  in  the  terms  of  that  proposed 
federation  an  earnest  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  Provinces  to  maintain  for  them- 
selves the  blessing  of  the  connection  wiUi 
this  country,  a  determined  and  deliberate 
preference  for  monarchical  over  republican 
institutions,  and  a  desire  to  maintain  as 
long  as  it  can  be  done  peaceably  and  amic- 
ably the  union  that  exists  betweeo  this 
country  and  those  Provinces.  Adverting 
to  the  state  of  affairs  at  home,  it  is  grati- 
fying to  be  assured  by  Her  Mojesty's  Go- 
vernment that  the  general  condition  of 
the  country  is  satisfactory.  Her  Majesty's 
Speech  then  goes  on  to  speak  of  the  dia- 
t»88  prevailing  in  the  manufacturing  dia- 
teicts.  Unfortunately,  the  state  of  my 
faealUi  has  not  eiubled  me  to  give  to  the 
matter  the  attention  I  could  have  desired, 
but  from  the  reports  I  have  lecuved  from 
time  to  time  there  appears  no  question 
that  the  distress  has  generally  abated. 
We  have  seen  the  worst  of  the  crisis,  and 
we  may  now  look  forward  to  a  return 
of  prosperity,  with  some  fluctuations  no 
doubt,  in  those  districts.  Her  Majesty's 
Speech  refers  to  the  useful  results  derived 
from  the  Act  for  the  encouragement  of 
public  works  in  th(we  districts.  I  am  not 
about  to  deny  that  many  useful  results 
have  proceeded  from  that  Act,  that  many 
works  were  undertaken  and  much  more 
employment  afforded  under  it  than  would 
otherwise  have  been  possible ;  but  I  r^ret 
to  say  that  the  persons  deriving  the  great- 
est advantage  from  the  application  of  the 
Act  did  not  belctng  to  the  class  it  was  in- 
tended to  benefit.  The  advantage  derived 
by  the  cotton  operatives  was  infinitesi- 
mally  small,  thougl^  no  doubt,  they 
gained  an  advant^e  from  the  general 
benefit  given  to  trade.  With  every  de- 
sire to  carry  on  works  which  would  be 
of  benefit  to  the  community,  I  think  the 
Poor  Law  Board  were  has^  in  accepting 
proposals — at  least,  I  am  acquainted  with 
some  singular  instances  of  ue  kind — ^for 
works  which  required  a  lai^  amount  of 
skilled  labour  and  an  infinitesimally  small 
portion  of  that  unskilled  labour  which  it 
was  the  principal  object  to  employ. 

My  Lords,  I  confess  that  I  was  not  able 
to  follow  the  details  brought  forward  by 
the  noble  Mover  of  the  Address  (the  Earl  of 
Charlemont),  and  the  statistios  by  which 
he  proved  to  his  own  satiafiMtion,  «iid  no 
doubt  to  the  satisfootion  of  tlwse  who 
heard  hiaif  the  inoretsin^^^ji^Bgj^^of 
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Ireland.  The  patriotism  of  the  noble 
Earl  andoabtedly  led  him  to  give  to 
the  BDbjeot  a  laiger  amount  of  atten- 
tion than  is  oonaistent  with  the  space  as- 
sign od  to  it  in  the  Queen's  Speech,  a  space 
hardly  in  proportion  to  what  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  deserves;  and  I  am 
sure  your  Lord^'ps  will  be  gratified  to 
hear,  from  his  own  personal  ezperieuoe,  a 
confirmation  of  the  statement  that  Ireland 
is  really  becoming  more  prosperous.  My 
Lords,  I  will  not  comment  upon  Ha  do- 
mestic l^idation  which  we  are  promised 
in  the  oourse  of  the  present  Seanon.  It 
may  be  of  a  very  tueAili  it  certainly  is 
not  of  a  Tory  ezdtiDg  character;  and 
with  regard  to  any  measures  of  the  kind 
which  may  be  proposed,  I  am  sure  that 
your  Lordahipe,  without  distinction  of 
party,  will  endeavour  to  remedy  existing 
evils.  There  is  one  subject  as  to  which 
I  r^^t  that  legislation  is  intended  —  I 
mean  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Public  Schools.  That  Beport  was  a  very 
valuable  one,  and  contained  an  immense 
mass  of  useful  information,  with  some 
practical  suggestions.  Perhaps  in  the  pre- 
sence of  my  noble  Friend  opposite  (the 
Earl  of  CUrendon),  who  was  s  distin- 
guished Member  ot  the  Comminioii,  I 
should  not  u^— 

*'  Sunt  bona,  sunt  qtuodam  mediooria,  not  mala 
pint* 
QiHBlegif.'' 

This  I  will  8^,  that  those  HUggestions 
in  the  Report  require  earnest  and  careful 
attention;  but  I  think  it  would  have 
been  very  desirable  that  another  year 
should  be  given  to  enable  the  govern- 
ing bodies  of  the  public  schools  con- 
cerned to  take  into  consideration  the  re- 
commendatious  of  the  Commissioners,  and 
see  what  portion  of  them  they  could, 
with  advantage  to  the  institutions  over 
which  they  preside,  of  their  own  accord 
introduce.  I  am  sure  that  voluntary 
amendments  on  the  part  of  the  authori- 
ties would  he  likely  to  prove  more  satis- 
fiwtory  in  their  working  than  those  forced 
upon  them  by  Parliamentary  legislation. 
My  own  opinion  is,  that  while  aiming 
at  theoretical  excellence  and  pn^MMmg 
aohemes  which  look  extremely  wdl  upon 
papw,  tiie  result  may  be  to  introduce  in 
^actice  a  state  of  things  which  will  not 
work  80  Mtiafactorily  and  will  not  on  the 
whde  be  BO  productive  of  good  results  as 
erm  the  existing  state  of  public  schools, 
witik  all  their  Hvlta,  much  leas  the  state 
o{  fhoae  whoola  if  refomu  were  intro- 


duced by  the  voluntary  action  of  the 
authorities.  M;;^  I^rds,  I  need  not  say 
that  I  have  no  intention  of  ofi'ering  any 
opposition  to  the  Address,  which,  like  the 
Speech,  offending  no  prejudices,  pressing 
for  no  criticism,  calling  for  no  declaration 
of  opinion,  and  being  perfeotiy  innoouons 
as  the  Speech  itself,  will  command,  if  not 
the  hearty,  at  least  the  unanimous  aasent 
of  your  LordshipB. 

EiBL  GBAjNTILLE  :  My  lords,  I  am 
happy  to  find  that  the  speech  of  my  noble 
Fneod  (the  Earl  of  Derby)  answers  bo  wdl 
to  his  description  of  the  Address — ^that  it 
is  extremely  innocuous,  and  renders  my 
task  in  following  him  comparatively  an 
easy  one.  I  fiaared  at  the  beginning  of  the 
evening  lest  there  should  be  some  weak 
point  in  our  Address.  My  noble  Friend 
is  not  one  to  let  an  opportunity  pass ;  and 
we  may  safely  assume,  therefore,  that  if 
he  attacked  nothing,  there  was  nothing  he 
could  attack  with  justice,  and  that  though 
80  cunning  of  fence,  he  conld  discover  no 
weak  joint  in  our  harness.  The  noble 
Earl  has  displayed  throughout  a  good- 
humour  and  a  kindneBS  which  I  cannot 
but  appreciate ;  and  I  am  sure  that  your 
Lordships  vrill  rejoice  that  he  is  here 
among  us  in  recovered  health,  and  appa- 
rentiy  so  strong  and  well.  It  occurred  to 
me  that  that  recovery  m^^ht  be  one  reason 
for  my  noble  Friend's  good  humour,  and 
that  a  second  maybe  the  great  literary 
success  he  has  lately  achieved— as  to  which 
X  am  sure  there  is  not  one  of  your  Lord- 
ships who  does  not  fiael  pride  and  BatisCac- 
tion  at  the  additional  lustre  whidi  has 
been  given  to  this  House  by  one  who  is 
certainly  among  its  brightest  ornaments. 
It  turns  out,  however,  that  these  were  not 
the  reasons  why  my  noble  Friend  was  so 
goodhnmoured ;  neither  was  it  that  that 
was  a  round  Speech  adapted  to  a  round 
hole — but  his  satisCaction  arose  from  the 
foct  that  he  hopes  to  lie  quiet  for  a  few 
months,  tranquilly  expecting  that  the  next 
Parliament  will  see  him  wafted  into  office 
and  mjoying  the  sweets  which  come  with 
office,  ihe  noble  Earl,  in  short,  is  ready 
just  now  to  forgive  ni  all  our  faults,  be- 
cause, to  quote  the  very  terse  words  of  his 
own  banslation  of  Hbmo',  he  looks 

**  To  fiU  his  ooflerg  vitli  ths  Bpoila  of  war." 
The  noble  Earl's  speech  really  requires 
very  little  answer.  He  touched  lightiy 
upon  that  part  of  the  speech  which  refers 
to  the  termination  of  a  war  which,  while  it 
continued,  was  very  painfully  felt  iu  this 
oountry;  and  withre^to<«@|j'^^ 
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vara  "  of  oar  own,  I  am  glad  that  he  finds 
no  fault  with  the  eminently  saccessfol  ex- 
pedition in  Japan,  which  will,  I  hope,  in- 
sure for  U8  Tery  considerable  advantages 
in  that  country.  The  noble  Earl  also  ab- 
stained from  any  criticism  with  regard  to 
the  war  in  Kew  Zealand.  Now,  I  am  sure 
that  Her  Majesty's  QoTemment  feel  as 
deeply  as  any  persons  their  responsibility 
as  to  that  war.  We  beliere  that  the  war 
has  now  arrived  very  nearly  at  a  conclu- 
sioD,  and  the  only  object  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  has  been  to  bring  it  to  sodi  an  end 
as  to  show  the  Natives  the  superior  power 
of  this  country,  and  to  insure  a  peace 
which  will  g^ve  safety  to  the  coloniBts, 
while  affording  to  the  NatiTes  guarantees 
fDr  aU  their  just  rights.  By  an  omission 
in  the  Speeui  the  locality  of  the  war  in 
Bhootan  has  certainly  not  been  very  aeea- 
ratel;f  defined ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  deny 
that  it  is  a  just  and  a  necessary  war, 

Ths  Eabi  op  derby  :  I  did  not  know 
what  it  was  about. 

Eabl  GRANVILLE  :  There  are  certain 
districts  called  the  Dooars,  which  belong 
partly  to  the  Natives  and  partly  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  For  many  years 
it  has  been  the  constant  practice  of  the 
mountain  tribes  to  pour  down  from  their 
fastnesses  and  carry  oS  into  slavery  men 
and  women  the  subjects  of  Her  Majesty. 
Uission  after  mission  has  been  sent  with  a 
view  to  put  an  end  to  this  state  of  things, 
bat  in  vain,  and  Mr.  Eden  not  only  en-' 
tirely  failed  in  obtaining  reparation,  but 
suffered  injun^  in  heal&,  and  hardly  es- 
caped with  lira.  An  expedition  was  there- 
fore sent ;  two  forts  were  evacuated,  and 
one  was  taken  with  hardly  any  loss  beyond 
that  infiioted  by  an  accidental  explosiott  in 
onr  own  lines.  We  now  hold  those  forts, 
and  intend  so  to  hold  them,  taking  pre- 
cautions, at  the  sune  time,  against  sinhlar 
agression.  Among  the  other  subjects 
on  which  the  noble  Earl  dilated  was  that 
of  the  severance  of  diplomatic  relations 
with  Brazil;  and  I  am  sure  he  will  be 
glad  to  learn  that  negotiations  are  going 
00  for  the  amicable  settlement  of  that 
question.  With  regard  to  our  relations 
with  the  United  States,  I  think  it  is  desir- 
able that  now,  or  at  some  future  time,  your 
Lordships  should  hear  some  statement  from 
my  noble  Friend  (Earl  Russell).  Mean- 
while it  should  be  remembered,  that  if  in 
the  instances  alluded  to  by  the  noble  Earl 
the  people  of  the  United  States  have  shown 
some  irritation,  there  is  no  doubt  they 
have  had  some  cause  for  irritation,  arising 
EarlCfratmlk 


out  of  the  Confederate  raids  across  the 
frontier.  Ample  time,  however,  remains 
for  friendly  negotiation  between  the  two 
Governments.  As  to  the  operation  of  the 
Public  Works  Act,  I  am  glad  to  find  that 
my  noble  Friend  concurs  in  the  main  with 
the  manner  in  which  that  Act  has  been 
administered  in  Lancashire.  The  reports 
of  the  works  carried  on  there  leads 
me  to  think  that  great  good  cannot  but 
result  from  them.  My  noble  Friend  must 
remember  that  it  is  almost  impossible  bnt 
that  a  certain  portion  of  the  funds  ex- 
pended .under  that  Act  should  go  to  others 
than  the  cotton  operatives.  It  is  indis* 
pensable  to  call  in  a  certain  proportion  of 
skilled  workmen  to  aid  the  labours  of  the 
nulled  operatives.  With  regard  to  the 
state  of  Ireluid,  I  am  sure  that  your  Lord- 
ships must  have  listened  with  satisfaction 
to  tiie  most  interesting  account  given  by 
the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of  Gharlemont) 
who  moved  the  Address,  and  who  has  good 
right  from  the  name  he  bears  to  be  held  in 
the  highest  estimation,  of  the  growing  pros- 
perity of  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
No  doubt  there  is  still  distress  in  certain 
counties,  but  the  statistics  given  prove 
conclusively  that  on  the  whole  the  trade 
and  manufactures  of  Ireland  have  greatly 
increased,  and  show  great  promise  for  the 
future  in  the  only  way  which  will  perma- 
nently benefit  that  country.  I  must  saj 
I  do  not  agree  with  the  nobltf  Earl  in  hu 
estimate  of  the  value  of  the  Fublio  Schools 
Report.  In  so  long  a  Report  it  is  not 
likely  that  every  sentiment  should  stand 
the  test  of  minute  inveetigation  and  sifting. 
I  believe  that  Report  has  been  of  great 
advantage,  and  when  my  noble  Friend  be- 
hind me  (the  Earl  of  (7ku«ndon)  introdnoes 
a  Bill,  which  I  hope  he  will  do  shenily,  to 
carry  out  its  recommendations,  the  noble 
Earl  will  find  that  we  do  not  intend  to 
deal  with  the  subject  in  that  rapid  decisive 
way  he  supposes,  without  giving  time  for 
consideration  to  the  parties  most  interested 
and  most  competent  to  deal  with  it.  My 
Lords,  I  think  it  is  a  very  gratifying  thing 
for  the  country  to  see  both  parties,  at  the 
opening  of  what  the  noble  Earl  j  usUy  calls 
a  moribund  Parliament,  agreeing  as  to  the 
really  satisfactory  state  of  affairs;  and 
when  we  consider  all  the  advantages  we 
enjoy — that  we  have  a  peace  which  ia  not 
likely  to  be  broken— the  satiafaotoiy  con- 
dition of  our  comm^tw  and  of  ourrevenuo, 
and  the  iojeXty  which  is  felt  in  every 
part  of  the  country,  we  mast  feel  that  we 
have  ereiy  reason  to  be  Mtefril.  i  And 
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what  OQght  to  make  us  Btill  more  proud 
of  the  good  goTemment  which  muBt  nn- 
doabtedly  have  preTailed  among  ns,  is  to 
find  l^t  our  IN^orth  Amerioan  Colonies,  in 
expreasiiig  their  wish  to  continue  their 
connection  with  this  couotiy,  and  in  adopt- 
ing the  new  institutions  they  have  been 
oonnideriDg  with  such  calm  and  prudent 
statesman^ip,  have  thought  it  desirable 
to  keep  as  close  as  possible  to  the  oonstita- 
tion  and  institations  nnder  which  we  so 
happily  live. 

The  Easl  of  LEITEIM  was  understood 
to  deny  that  Ireland  is  in  a  satisfactory  or 
improving  condition.  He  would,  however, 
congratulate  the  Oov^ment  on  the  choice 
they  had  made  of  the  new  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, and  he  entirely  approved  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  noUe  Lord  (Ijord  Wode- 
hog  we)  had  managed  afEairs  since  his 
airivu  in  bdand.  In  his  opinion,  Ireland 
would  never  attain  prosiinil^  until  ^e 
was  restored  to  her  constitutional  rights 
and  privileges,  and  the  present  military 
style  of  government  got  nd  of. 

£asl  RUSSELL :  My  Lords,  it  most 
he  a  great  satisfaction  to  Her  Uajesty's 
Oovemment  that  the  noble  Earl  opposite 
(the  Earl  of  Derby),  who  on  former  occa- 
sions has  thought  that  he  had  ground  for 
finding  fault  with  the  conduct  of  foreign 
affairs,  should  on  this  occasion  have  so 
little  fault  to  find.  At  the  same  time 
there  are  two  subject  on  which  the  noble 
Earl  wished  for  inxonnation,  part  of  which 
I  am  able  to  give  him.  The  noble  Earl 
spoke  of  the  Brazilian  question,  and  said 
he  thought  the  interruption  of  diplomatic 
relations  with  that  country  was  matter  of 
blame  against  Her  Uiyesty's  Qovemment. 
Kow,  the  case  was  this— that  an  English 
mrachant  ship  having  been  wrecked,  it 
was  pillaged,  and  ten  persons,  who  formed 
tibe  crew  and  passengers,  were  missing, 
there  being  no  account  given  of  their 
bodies,  or  how  they  had  come  by  their 
deaths.  Does  the  noble  Earl  mean  that 
the  British  Government  was  to  be  wholly 
indifferent  to  the  subject — that  the  pro- 
perty and  lives  of  Her  Hajesty's  subjects 
were  not  to  be  matter  of  inquiry  on  the 
part  of  Her  Miyesty's  authorities  in  that 
country  ?  And  yet  that  was  all  that  was 
done.  We  asked  for  inquiry.  That  in- 
quiry was  not  given.  We  then  asked 
what  we  had  a  right  by  lotemational  Law 
to  ask — we  asked  for  an  indemnity  for 
the  pillage  and  probable  murder.  [Lord 
Chklkstokd  :  Possible  murder.]  No ; 
the  word  was  "probable"  murder;  and 

YOL.  CLXXYH.   [thibd  sebixs.] 


after  the  report  of  Admiral  Warren  I  can- 
not have  the  smaUest  doubt  that  some  at 
least,  but  I  think  the  majority,  were  mur- 
dered by  the  lawless  people  who  inhabit 
that  re^on.  Well,  we  (uked  for  an  in- 
demnity. That  indenmity  was  not  given. 
Her  Hajesty's  Government  then  ordered 
reprisals.  Those  reprisals  were  carried 
into  effect,  and  a  certain  sum  was  paid  by 
the  Brazilian  Government  for  that  for 
which  we  claimed  an  indenmity.  That 
sum  was  regularly  paid.  The  Brazilian 
Government  did  not  ask  for  anything  on 
the  ground  of  the  reprisals,  and  that  was 
almost  a  confession  that  they  had  been 
wrong  in  not  ordering  an  inquiry  into 
the  subject.  I  certamly,  for  my  part, 
can  never  be  ashamed  of  having  shown 
some  anidety  about  tiie  fate  of  these  sub- 
jects of  Her  Hapesty.  But  the  Brazilian 
Gtovemment  said,  although  they  made 
no  claim  on  tibe  score  of  the  reprisals, 
that  they  did  think  that  the  manner. in 
which  those  reprisals  were  carried  into 
effect  showed  a  disposition,  as  they  main- 
tained, to  offer  an  a&ont  and  indignity 
to  the  Empire  of  Brazil.  I  maintain  that 
is  untrue.  We  entirely  deny  that  accu- 
sation. Afterwards  the  King  of  Portugal 
offered  his  mediation,  and  we  willingly 
accepted  it.  The  King  of  Portugal  then 
proposed  terms  which  we  did  not  think 
such  as  it  was  possible  for  Her  Uajesty's 
Government  to  accede  to  without  giving 
up  the  rights  which  belonged  to  Her 
Majesty  and  all  maritime  Powers.  There 
was  a  counter  proportion  sent  to  BrazU, 
but  it  was  not  accepted  by  Brazil,  and 
three  or  four  days  ago  I  received  an 
official  notification  of  its  non-acceptance. 
The  demre  of  H^r  Miyesty's  Government 
was  to  restore  the  relations  with  Brazil— 
not^^pacific  relations,  fbr  there  had  never 
been  any  interruption  of  peace,  but  di(^ 
matio  relations— and  we  have  made  a  pro- 
position which  we  hope  the  King  of  Portu- 
gal will  convey  to  the  Emperor  of  Brazil, 
and  we  trust  that  it  wUl  be  accepted,  and 
that  diplomatic  relations  will  be  resumed. 
It  is  not  a  state  of  things  of  a  very 
melancholy  nature,  but  it  amounts  to 
an  interruption  of  diplomatic  relations. 
If  we  had  intended  any  affront  to 
the  Emperor  of  Brazil  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  these  reprisals  were  exe- 
cuted, we  should,  no  doubt,  have  been 
highly  to  blame ;  but  so  affront  was 
ever  intended  —  we  only  executed  repri- 
sals as  other  Powers  have  executed  them. 
The  Emperor  of  Brazil  himse^  has  had 
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compUunts  against  BnnibUo  of  ITra- 
gaaj,  and  be  has  not  only  acted  as  we 
hare  done^  bat  be  has  oooupied  a  great 
portion  of  tbe  territory  of  that  Bepoblio. 
The  Emperor  of  Brasil  has  thought  him- 
self jastified  by  the  grieTancee  which  his 
snbjeots  have  suffered  from  the  Republic 
of  Uruguay  to  execute  reprisals ;  and  we 
can  never  admit  that  the  power  gireu  by 
the  Law  of  Ifations,  which  the  Emperor 
of  Brazil  has  exercised.  Her  Uajesty,  as 
tbe  SoTOreign  of  a  great  maritime  Power, 
should  not  also  possess.  The  other  sub- 
ject to  which  the  noble  Earl  referred  is  a 
very  difficult  one.  It  is  one  which  is  the 
snlyeot  of  constant— almost  daily— dis- 
putes and  contests,  and  wMoh  I  should 
soaroely  notice  were  it  not  that  the  noUe 
Earl  bos  hardly  done  justice  to  the  two 
parties  to  the  dimute,  and  has  not  suffi- 
ciently allowed  for  the  irritation  whieh 

^rerails  in  the  United  States.  Kow,  what 
think  is  unjust  on  the  part  of  tbe 
Gtoremment  and  of  tbe  Congress  of  the 
United  States  with  regard  to  onrselres  is 
thii — that  they  seem  to  expect  not  only 
that  we  should  do  everything  which  the 
Law  of  Nations  demands,  and  wliich  the 
municipal  laws  of  this  country  enable  us 
to  do ;  but  they  seem  to  expect  that  we 
should  altogether  be  able  to  prevent  any 
aid  being  gtVen  to  their  enemies — to  the 
Confederates.   Kow,  Her  Kajestf's  Go- 
vernment have  used  every  means  irom 
time  to  time  to  prevent  war  being  carried 
on  from  this  country  as  a  basis  against 
the  United  States  of  America,  which  are 
in  p«o^l  relations  with  Her  Kqesty ; 
bu^  at  the  same  time,  it  has  been  impos- 
sible to  prevent  aota  which  hare  caused, 
and  I  think  natondhjunised,  great  irrita- 
tion in  America.  have  had  ships 
fitted  out  here  whioh  have  afterwards  b^n 
sent  great  distances,  and  there  received 
their  armaments  and  provisions,  and  then 
been  employed  to  prey  upon  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States,    We  had  correspon- 
dence in  our  hands  whioh  showed  that 
Conibderate  ag&xta  were  continually  em- 
ployed either  in  building  ships  in  this 
country,  or  in  buying  merchant  ships 
whioh  might  afterwards  be  sent  to  France, 
and  thenoe  to  other  stations,  where  they 
might  be  fitted  out  as  cruisers  against  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States.    Now,  I 
do  say  thal^  in  fairness,  when  the  autho- 
rities of  the  United  States  see  a  number 
d  shira  that  come  in  some  way  or  other 
ftom  English  porta  and  Engli^  rivers, 
and  that  these  ships  are  aftenraids  fitted 


out  as  men-of'War,^  and  that  their  com' 
merce  suffiars  very  grievously  from  it — I 
do  say  it  is  natural  that  they  should  feel 
irritation.  But  they  ought  at  the  same 
time  certainly  to  ask  this  question-^whe- 
ther  Her  H{geBty*s  Government  have 
done  everything  which  the  Law  of  Nations 
authorises,  and  the  municipal  law  of  this 
country  permits,  to  prevent  this  country 
being  made  the  basis  of  warlike  operations, 
BQ  as  to  involve  us  in  a  war  against  the 
United  States.  I  do  not  feel  at  all  sur- 
prised that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  should  be  annoyed  and  fed  deeply 
that  those  who  are  the  Mends  of  those 
States  should  have  their  territories  made 
the  basis  of  these  operations.  So  agai  n 
with  to  Canada.   jThe  noble  Earl 

seems  to  imagine  tiiat  the  United  States, 
without  any  reason  whatever,  but  from 
mere  hostility,  as  he  called  it,  against  this 
country,  had  denounced  that  useftd  con- 
vention with  T^rd  to  the  lakes.  But 
tbe  case  was  this  : — The  Confederate  Go- 
vernment, apparenUy  determined,  if  pos- 
sible, to  involve  tiiis  country  in  war, 
finding  their  own  resources  not  sufficient 
to  carry  on  a  Bucoessful  war,  sent  persons 
into  the  lakes,  which  are  not  in  the 
Confederate  territory,  whioh  are  no  part 
of  our  own  territory,  but  whioh  belong 
either  to  the  United  States  or  to  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain — they 
Bent  agents  into  those  territories  to  seise 
ships  that  were  navigating  the  lakes, 
with  a  view  to  take  possession  by  force  of 
men-of-war  and  other  ships  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  and  to  set  free  prisoners 
of  war  in  those  States.  I  say  again  it  is 
not  wonderiul  that  the  United  States, 
considering  the  Canadian  lakes  the  pos- 
session of  a  Sovereign  friendly  to  them, 
should  be  indignant  when  they  found  tiiat 
operations  of  war  were  carried  on  in  those 
lakes.  Well,  they  adopted  a  mode  whioh 
again  I  think  was  not  unnatural.  They 
say  that  if  they  remain  in  those  lakes 
without  any  armaments  —  with  nothiag 
but  unarmed  ships — the  Confederates  will 
seize  thoso  ships,  and  make  war  npon  the 
Canadian  lakes.  It  is  a  very  |udnful  thing, 
and  a  matter  which  may  becomo  dangerous 
to  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  if 
they  are  obliged  to  put  an  end  to  or  to 
sttspoid  that  Convention  which  has  been 
so  useful  in  oontribnting  to  the  peace  of 
the  two  countries ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
I  cannot  expect  that  the  United  StiUcs 
should  ever  permit  that  war  shoold  be  made 
against  thai  w  the  lakes^  and*^^  titoy 
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ehoold  hare  no  means  of  defence.  For 
my  own  part,  I  think  that  the  Confederate 
States— it  may  bo  natural  on  their  part, 
bat  I  think  flut  the  attempt  to  moke  the 
Canadian  scnl  the  bans  of  operations,  some 
of  them  perhaps  of  a  character  that  may 
be  belligerent,  bat  others  more  resembling 
the  robbeiT  and  mnrder  vhich  take  place 
in  social  hfe — tiut  in  that  attempt  they 
do  what  is  most  unjust,  and  I  tmst  that 
Her  Majesty's  Oorerument  will  be  able, 
as  they  have  proposed  to  the  Canadian 
Parliament,  to  preserve  the  neutrality  of 
Her  Majesty  as  it  has  been  hitherto  pre- 
serred.    At  the  same  time,  in  the  irrita- 
tion that  has  been  aroused,  there  has  been 
a  disposition  with  respect  to  two  questions 
to  make,  I  think,  most  unfounded  accu- 
sations against  the  Qovemment  of  this 
oonntiT.   They  hare  complained  that  we 
hare  aUowed  a  belligerent  character  to  the 
Confederate  States.   My  Lords,  looking 
at  the  character  of  the  contest,  looking  at 
the  immense  territory  possessed  by  the 
Confederates,  and  looking  at  the  great 
operations  of  iwwhich  Giev  have  carried 
on,  vhatcoold  HerUajestrB  Gomnment 
do  bat  allow  them  this  eharacter  of  bel> 
ligerents  ?   I  know  of  no  instance  where 
there  has  been  so  mighty  an  enterprize  as 
that  civil  war  now  carried  on  by  the  Con- 
federates in  which  the  belligerent  character 
has  not  been  allowed  by  the  neutral  States. 
There  is  another  matter  with  regard  to 
which  there  is  a  great  deal  of  popular 
agitation,  and  every  now  and  then  there 
is  a  sort  of  threat  that  the  day  will  come 
when  the  United  States  Government  will 
make  demands  on  Her  Majesty's  Govent- 
ment.    Tour  Lordships  heard  last  year, 
and  the  year  before  I  think,  that  demands 
would  be  made  by  the  United  States  of 
America  for*  the  captnre  and  destruction 
of  merchant  ^ps  by  the  Alabama  and 
other  vessels,  which  having  some  of  their 
original  build  in  England  were  afterwards 
conveyed  to  distant  jwrts,  and  thoe  re- 
ceived armaments  which  enabled  them  to 
cruise  against  tho  commerce  of  the  TTnited 
States.   I  must  say,  looking  to  the  reason 
of  the  thing,  looking  at  all  the  precedents, 
looking  at  International  Law,  looking  at 
the  declarations  that  were  made  while  the 
United  States  Government  themselves,  in 
the  case  of  the  Spanish  aud  Portuguese 
war,  when  there  were  shi^s  of  war  directly 
fitt^  out  from  the  United  States  ports 
during  the  South  American  contest  which 
preyed  on  the  commerce  of  Spain  and 
Pbitagal— I  most  bi^  tliat  aoch  a  daim 


on  the  part  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment npon  this  country  would  he  entirely . 
anjnst.  Therefore,  my  Lords,  while  I  say 
that  we  ore  bound  to  make  every  allow- 
ance fbr  irritation  that  may  arise  in  the 
United  States  in  the  course  of  the  war  that 
has  come  upon  them  most  unexpectedly, 
and  has  caused  to  both  ades  great  loss — 
we  think  unnecessarily — ^whUe  we  make 
every  allowance  for  that  irritatioo,  while 
we  are  most  strict  and  most  scrupulous  in 
performing  all  the  duties  of  neutrality,  we 
must  not  allow  any  of  those  unfounded 
claims  to  be  pressed  as  founded  in  justice. 
There  is  one  thing  1  cannot  avoid  saying 
before  I  sit  down,  on  a  subject  affecting 
the  welfare  of  mankind.  "When  I  see  in 
this  American  contest  an  attempt  to  put 
an  end  to  that  horrible,  that  t^ominable 
crime  of  keeping  men  in  slavery,  of  put- 
ting an  end  for  ever  to  involuntcuy  servi* 
tude  in  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  I  do  rejoice  that  a  great  blot  is 
about  to  be  removed  from  the  character 
of  a  civilized  nation.  I  do  i^oioe  that 
mankind  may  be  led  to  hope  that  with 
regard  to  all  civilized  nations  the  crime 
of  slavery  may  be  blotted  out  for  ever, 
and  that  freedom  may  be  tiie  rule  of  the 
world. 

Address  agreed  to ;  and  Ordered  to  be 
presented  to  Her  H^esty  by  the  Lords 
with  White  Staves. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  COHBflTTEES. 
The  Lord  Redesdale  appointed,  Nemiwi 
DitsmtimUf  to  take  the  Chair  in  all  Com* 
mittees  of  this  ]^nue  for  this  Session. 

ComcnxiB  not  PBmcaow— Appointed. 

Sub-Co jntrrrxK  ns  zee  JovKirAxa — 

Appointed. 

Afpxu  CoHxmEE — ^Appointed. 

HooSB  a^onmed  at  ludf  past  Seven  o'olook, 
to  Tbarwfay  next,  a  qoarter 
befinw  Five  ^olook. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
JMojf,  F^ruary  7,  1865. 

The  House  met  at  aqoarter  before  Two 

of  the  clock. 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commis* 
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The  House  wmt; — and  havuig  re- 
turned ; 

Mb.  SFEAXEB  aaquainted  the  Hoose 
that  he  had  issaed  Warrants  for  Nno 
WriU,  tor  Hastings,  v.  Lord  Harry  Vane, 
now  Duke  of  Cleveland  ;  for  Carmarthen 
Borongh,  v.  David  Morris,  esq.,  deceased ; 
for  Snlfolk  County  CWeatem  Dirision),  v. 
Earl  Jermyn,  now  Marquis  of  Bristol ;  for 
"Warwick  County  (Northern  Division)  v. 
Biohard  Spooner,  esq.,  deceased ;  for  Bute 
Countyi  V.  David  Mure,  esq.,  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Oonrt  of  Seeum  in  Scotland. 

NEW  UEHBERS  SWORN. 

For  Exeter,  Lord  Courtenay';  for  Suf- 
folk Coun^  CWestem  Division),  Lord 
Augustus  Henry  Charles  Hervey;  for 
Warwick  County  pTortiiem  DiTi8ion),[Wil- 
liam  Davenpnrt  Biomlsyt  esq. ;  for  Car- 
marthen Bonu^  Willuun  Morris,  esq. ; 
fbr  Hastings,  Hon.  C^i^e  Waldegrave 
Leslie. 

PRIVILEGES. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Frivi- 
l^es  be  appointed. 

OUTLAWRIES  BILL. 

Bill  for  the  more  effectual  preventing 
Clandestine  OutUwiies,"iead  i\ 

NEW  WRITS. 

For  Tralee,  v.  Bi^t  Hon.  Thomas 
CHagan,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Heas  in  Ireland ;  for  Cork 
City,  V.  Francis  Lyons,  esq.,  Steward  of 
Hempholme ;  for  Salfbrd,  v.  Bight  Hon. 
William  Kathaniel  Massey,  Membw  of 
the  Coundl  of  Lidia ;  for  Tmro,  v.  Mon- 
tague Edward  Smith,  esq.,  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Fleas. 

THE  LORDS  COMMISSIONERS'  SPEECH. 

Mb.  SFEAKER  reported,  That  the 
House  had  been  at  the  House  of  Peers 
at  the  desire  of  the  Lords  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  Great  Seal  for  open- 
ing and  holding  this  present  Parliament ; 
and  that  the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  being 
one  of  the  said  OommissionerB,  made  a 
Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  of 
which  Ifr.  Speaker  said  he  had,  for  greater 
acouraOT,  obtained  a  copy ;  which  he  read 
to  the  House. 


ADDRESS  TO  HER  MAJESTY  ON  THE 
LORDS  COMMISSIONERS'  SPEECH. 

Sm  HED WORTH  WILLIAMSON: 
Sir,  before  I  proceed  to  offer  a  few  obser- 
vations to  the  House,  custom  requires  from 
me  that  I  should  ask  hon.  Members  to 
give  me  that  kind  indulgence  which  they 
usually  afford  to  those  who  address  them 
for  the  first  time ;  and  I  most  ask  for  a 
great  share  of  that  indulgence,  as  I  have 
had  but  a  very  short  time  the  honour  of 
occupying  a  seat  in  Parliam^t.  I  am, 
consequently,  not  very  well  acquainted  with 
the  regulations  which  govern  your  pro- 
ceedings. Sir,  after  expressing  in  the 
opening  paragraph  of  the  Speech  the  satis- 
faction Her  Majestjr  feels  in  again  meeting 
Her  Parliament,  Her  Mtgesty  proceeds  to 
allude  to  a  question  which  last  year  affiffded 
the  greatest  uneasiness,  not  only  in  this 
country,  but  throughout  the  whole  of  Eu- 
rope, involving,  as  it  did,  not  only  the 
probability,  but  the  possibility  of  an  Eu- 
ropean war.  That  has  happily  and  luddly 
passed  away,  because  we  are  told  that 
those  difficulties  which  then  existed  be- 
tween  Denmark  and  the  German  Powers 
have  been  overcome  and  a  peace  com- 
pleted. The  Danish  question  occupied 
such  a  lai^e  ^rtion  of  the  attention  of 
the  House  during  the  last  Session,  and  it 
was  then  so  ably  discussed  in  all  its 
branches,  especially  the  memorable  debate 
which  took  place  in  July,  shortly  before 
the  prorogation,  that  it  is  hardly  necessary 
that  I  should  now  trouble  the  House  upon 
the  subject.  The  House  of  Commons  on 
that  ocoasicm  prononnced  an  opinion  which, 
I  think,  was  perfectly  and  imly  borne  out 
by  the  country ;  and  although  it  was  ad- 
mitted on  all  sides  that  it  was  a  melan- 
choly spectacle  to  see  a  brave  «nd  gallant, 
though  small.  State  like  Denmark,  unaue- 
cessfully  resisting  the  hostile  attack  of  two 
such  powerful  neighbours  as  those  with 
whom  she  had  to  contend,  yet,  considering 
the  interests  involved,  it  would  have  been 
most  impolitic  for  England  to  have  entered 
ioto  that  quarrel  single-handed.  But  peace 
having  been  re-established,  let  us  hope  that 
the  animosities  which  embittered  tixQ  re- 
lations between  the  contending  parties  will 
pass  away,  and  that  more  friendly  relations 
will  be  established  between  Denmark  and 
the  great  Powers  of  Oennany.  So  5ur  as 
this  country  is  concerned,  it  is  gratifying 
to  find  that  the  friendship  between  Her 
and  Denmark  has  not  been  diminished  by 
past  events,  if  we  may  jndgthfirom  the  re- 
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ception  g^yea  to  the  Frinoe  of  Wales  when 
he  acoompanied  the  FrinoeBS  to  the  land 
of  her  birth.  So  cordial  and  gratifying, 
indeed,  was  that  reception,  ^at  I  think 
it  almioat  went  beyond  what  is  osaaUj 
acoocded  m  aach  oocasionB,  and  it  par- 
took more  of  an  attempt  to  express,  so 
&r  as  the  people  of  this  conntry  are 
oonconed,  tw  good  will  or  good  fedmg 
which  prevailed  on  the  part  of  the  Danish 
nation. 

The  next  part  of  the  Speech  has  re- 
ference to  the  ciTil  war  now  unhappily 
raging  in  Korth  America,  and  I  do  not 
think  Her  Kajeety  could  have  better  ex- 
pressed the  feelings  of  the  House  and  the 
country  than  She  has  done  in  stating 
that  it  is  her  int^tiou  to  pursue  the 
same  strict  neutrality  in  reference  to  it 
that  has  hitherto  distinguished  her  con- 
duct. Not  on]y  has  tiiat  policy  been 
adopted  by  Her  Majesty's  Gorernment, 
bat  also  by  the  people  of  tiiii  country, 
so  fitr  as  I  can  learn;  and,  there- 
ibre,  I  cannot  understand  why  some 
portion  of  the  Korth  American  press, 
and  some  of  the  people  of  that  country, 
should  apparently  entertain  feelings  so 
little  frioidly  to  this  oountiy.  However 
tiutt  may  be,  it  must  be  satisfootory  to  ns 
to  know  that  abundant  proof  has  been 
giren  by  tiie  American  execative  Qo- 
Tenunent  to  the  contrary,  and  more  e^eci- 
aUy  the  President  has  shown  his  detwmi- 
nation,  as  far  as  he  possibly  can,  to 
uphold  aud  maintain  mendly  relations 
with  this  country,  for  he  has  on  a  late 
occasion  disaTowed  and  rebuked  some 
intemperate  and  imprudent  language  used 
by  an  oTcr-zealous  subordinate  tending 
towards  hostility  to  this  country  ;  and  I 
believe  that  the  manner  in  which  the 
very  delicate  questions  iuTolving  British 
interests  which  must  hare  come  before 
the  Admiralty  and  other  Prize  Courts  of 
America  have  been  dealt  with,  is  a  proof 
also  that  the  ezecutire  Government  at 
Washington  is  determined,  so  far  as  it 
possibly  can,  to  abide  by  the  treaty 
engagements  entffled  into  by  them  with, 
thu  conntry. 

The  next  paragraph  of  Her  ICqes^s 
Speech  refers  to  the  quarrel  that  has 
taken  place  with  a  Japanese  daimio ;  but 
I  am  happy  to  find  that  the  operations 
of  the  combined  squadrons  of  England, 
France,  and  the  United  States  have  been 
attended  with  complete  success.  As  this 
is  rather  a  complicated  question,  and  inas- 
mnch  as  the  papers  c(Hueoted  with  it  are 


to  be  laid  before  the  House,  it  is  not 
necessary  for  me  to  allude  further  to 
it  than  to  express  my  satisfaction  that  the 
vigorous  aoti<ai  of  the  English,  French, 
and  Korth  American  squadrons  against 
the  Japanese  potentate— whoever  he  may 
be — has  not  pat  an  end  to  fJto  ftiendly 
relations  between  this  country  and  the 
Oovamment    the  ^^eom. 

Her  Ui^esty  then  prooeeda  to  tsform 
OB  that  She  rt^ptetm  the  oonfliet  Irith  some 
of  the  New  Zesduid  tribes  has  not  yet 
been  brought  to  a  close;  and  no  doubt 
many  in  this  House  will  share  those  feel- 
ings of  regret,  and  even  go  a  littie  further, 
and  regret  that  saob  a  war  has  been  at 
all  necessary,  because  they  are  aware  that 
the  Natives  of  New  Zealand  are  of  a  supe- 
rior order  to  those  wild  tribes  which  Anglo- 
Saxon  colonists  hare  had  to  cope  with  in 
other  colonies.  They  are  not  only  pro- 
ficient in  the  art  of  war,  but  they  also 
take  advanfflge  of  their  coming  into  con- 
tact with  Europeans  to  sbody  the  arts  of 
peace  and  adopt  those  vices  of  civilizatitm 
much  less  than  other  aboriginal  tribes 
which  often,  I  am  a£raid,  follow  the  steps 
of  the  civilization  of  Europe.  This  being 
the  ease,  the  Govenunent,  I  tJiin^  are 
right  in  tiying  to  adopt  towards  the  anpe- 
rior  orders  of  tiie  Natives  a  poUoy  of  eon- 
ciliation,  and  not  try  to  follow  out  that 
policy  of  oppresrion  whieh  is  too  often 
consequent  open  the  oonqaeets  of  the  white 
race  over  the  natives,  and  too  generally 
leads  to  the  utter  extermination  of  the 
aboriginal  races.  No  doubt,  if  this  policy 
of  conciliation  can  be  suooessfally  carried 
out,  I  think  the  country  will  be  found 
large  enough  for  the  amalgamation  of  the 
two  races,  and  that  both  might  exist  to* 
gether  with  mutual  benefit  to  each  other. 
These  being  my  views,  I  am  glad  that 
Her  M^es^  has  informed  the  Natives 
who  are  still  in  arms,  that  they  vriU  be 
dealt  with  after  thdr  complete  submission 
not  as  rebellioas  sutyects  bat  on  equitable 
conditions. 

Sir,  I  now  come  to  the  paragraph  of  the 
Speeoh  whieh  refnrs  to  t^ie  proposed  con- 
federation of  Her  llajesty's  North  Ameri- 
can possessions ;  bat  as  I  find  it  annonneed 
that  a  Bill  will  be  kid  before  the  House 
in  the  course  of  the  Session,  and  this 
question  will  then  be  amply  discussed,  it 
is  unnecessary  that  I  should  trouble  you 
much  about  it  now  other  than  to  congra- 
tulate the  new  nationality  that  has  been 
formed,  and  the  expression  of  a  hope  that 
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TOTnment,  bat  tUI  be  a  blesang  and  a 
safegQiiri  to  Her  M^esty'i  Iforth  Ameri- 
ean  poasesdons. 

I  now  come  to  a  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Speech  which  requires  the  serious  oonsi- 
deration  of  the  Hoose  of  Commona — the 
paragraph  which  treats  of  India ;  and 
it  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  tranquillity 
prevails  orer  the  whole  of  that  Empire 
with  the  exception  of  the  province  of 
Bluwtan,  where  unhappily  some  disturb' 
ances  lutve  arisen,  and  to  which  place  it 
has  been  oeoessary  to  send  European  troops 
to  demand  satisnotion.  No  doubt  that 
will  be  easily  obtained  and  readily  given. 
The  genwal  tranqoillify  of  India  is,  I  think, 
illnatxated  in  a  partioular  visanaT  hy  that 

r,t  durbar  uuit  vas  at  Lahore 
the  GoverDor  General,  when  600  Na- 
tive Princes  from  different  parts  of  India, 
representing  all  shades  of  opinion,  assem- 
bled at  the  request  of  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral. I  think  it  must  have  been  a  very 
fine  sight — not  only  fine  to  the  eye,  but 
su^estive  of  feelings  calculated  to  cause 
serious  reflections,  to  see  the  Viceroy  ar- 
rive in  his  place,  in  the  midst  of  that  vast 
assembly,  and  address  the  Native  Ghiefe 
in  a  few  kind  words  in  their  own  language, 
explaining  and  impressing  upon  them  what 
was  expected  of  Uiem  in  relation  to  their 
allegiance  to  the  Queen.  It  must  also  have 
been  a  grand  sight  to  see  them  own  their 
allegiance  to  the  Viceroy,  and  through  him 
to  the  mighty  Sovereign  whom  he  repre- 
sents. But  it  is  not  only  in  the  military 
tranqoiUity  of  India  ^t  we  hare  to  rejoice, 
bat  it  is  satiafaotory  to  know  that  not  only 
is  India  tranquil,  bat  that  a  great  increase 
in  her  manofootores  and  oommeroe  is  the 
oonaeqnent  resnlt  Labonr,  I  believe,  in 
India  was  not  long  ago  most  easy  to  ob- 
tain, but  now  I  am  informed  it  is  much 
more  difficult  to  procure  it.  Wages  have 
risen  in  consequence  of  the  large  tracts  of 
country  that  have  been  devoted  to  the 
cultivation  of  cotton,  a  large  quantity  of 
which  has  cume  to  this  country,  and  been 
the  means  of  alleviatiDg  the  distress  that 
prevailed  in  our  manufacturing  districts. 
No  doubt  the  samples  are  not  so  good  as 
we  were  accustomed  to  obtain  before  the 
unhappy  war  broke  out  in  America,  but  it 
is  gratifying  to  find  an  increased  develop^ 
ment  of  industry  in  India,  and  I,  for  one, 
think  that  great  bmefita  may  be  expected 
to  follow  fiwn  it.  Her  Ifajesfy  could  not 
conelnde  her  review  of  Indian  topics  with- 
out an  allnsion  to  one  of  the  greatest  oa* 
lamitifls  of  modem  timM.  I  bdien  that 
Sir  SMhorth  mUtammt 


once  the  great  eoitiiqaake  at  liabon  tiwre 
has  been  no  case  of  60,000  human  beings 

being  hurried  in  a  few  minutes  into  eter- 
nity. It  is  most  appalling  to  think  of;  and 
the  consequent  distress  through  this  disaster 
has  been  very  great  in  the  districts  around 
Calcutta.  Her MajestyinformsuB, however, 
that  the  assistance  of  the  officers  of  the  Qo- 
veniment,  and  the  charity  of  the  rendents, 
have  done  much  to  alleviate  the  distress  ; 
and  I  feel  sure  that  if  local  efforts  have 
fallen  short,  the  charity  of  this  country, 
which  was  never  known  to  fail  in  a  de- 
serving case,  will  be  cordially  extended  to 
the  sufferers. 

Sir,  I  have  now  alluded  to  most  of  the 
topics  in  the  Speech  relating  to  our  forogn 
and  colonial  possessions.  I  wUl  now  pro- 
ceed to  offer  the  very  few  observations  I 
have  to  nmke  as  to  what  is  going  on  at 
home.  It  must  be  satis&otory  to  every 
Member  of  this  House  to  know  that  thiugs 
are  going  on  prosperously  and  smoothly 
here.  We  have  eiy'oyed  the  great  blessing 
under  Providence  of  a  good  harvest,  and  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  Ireland  has  partici- 
pated in  that  advantage.  But  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  allude  particu- 
larly to  Ireland,  seeing  it  is  repreeentod 
here  by  so  many  Gentlemen  of  acknow- 
ledged eloquence  and  energy,  and  who 
are  so  much  better  calculated  by  know- 
ledge and  ability  to  speak  with  reference 
to  it. 

Although  the  taxation  of  the  country 
has  been  from  time  to  time  modified  by 
the  ability  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  below 
me  (the  GhanceUor  of  the  Ezohequer),  we 
have  a  surplus  of  revenue,  and  we  may 
hope  fbr  still  f^irther  and  greater  reduo- 
tioDS.  I  know  not  how  the  system  of  re- 
daction can  be  folly  carried  out,  until  we 
and  other  natioos  have  discovered  tho 
most  efficacious  means  for  destrdying  one 
another ;  for  such  ability  is  now  displayed 
in  the  invention  of  martial  engines  Uiot 
so  soon  as  one  exoellent  plan  is  invented, 
some  one  else  invents  one  more  excellent 
still.  Of  course,  It  would  be  a  great  evil 
if  this  country  were  suffered  to  fall 
behind  other  couotries  in  warlike  effi- 
ciency; bat  I  hope  the  time  will  soon 
arrive  when  the  talent  and  the  money 
that  are  now  expended  on  these  inventions 
will  be  devoted  to  other  objects  lik^  to 
prove  more  beneficial  to  the  intocwta  of 
mankind. 

I  think  it  is  not  now  neoeesaiy  for  me 
to  allude  to  the  diffteent  Bills  that  will  be 
laid  before  the  Hooao  from-  samt 
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entry  into  the  Hotue  X  am  not  capable  of 
doing  fViIl  jostice  to  them ;  bnt  there  are 
many  measarea  of  great  nsefalness  pro- 
mised in  the  Speech,  especially  that  re- 
lating to  the  rendon  of  the  Statute  Law 
—this  has  grown  to  anoh  dimaiiioiu  that 
Bnoh  a  proeess  has  beoome  abatdntely  ne- 
cessary. I  leare  the  matter  to  the  many 
legal  Members  of  eminence  in  this  House, 
confident  that  it  wUl  be  dealt  with  wisely 
and  effectually.  There  are  some  othw 
subjects  alluded  to  in  the  Speech,  and  the 
last  paragraph  of  it  alludes  to  a  Bill 
founded  on  the  Fnblio  Schools  Commission 
Report.  The  Commission  has  made  its 
Report  on  the  large  endowed  Sohools  and 
Universities,  which  represent  the  educa- 
tion of  the  higher  classes ;  they  have  also 
made  a  Report  as  to  the  National  Schools, 
which  explains  the  state  of  the  education 
of  the  lower  classes;  hut  with  reference 
to  the  middle'Class  endowed  schools,  there 
is  still  a  deficient  of  information,  and  it 
is  therefore  propw  that  inquiry  should  be 
instituted. 

Sir,  I  hare  now  toadhed,  Tery  inade- 
quately, on  most  of  the  topics  of  the 
Speech;  there  is  nothing  in  it  open,  I  be- 
lieve, to  objection;  and  I  think  I  have 
nothing  more  to  do,  therefore,  than  just  to 
say,  that  as  there  aro  no  great  questions  of 
foreign  policy  to  be  discussed  this  Session, 
or  to  occupy  onr  time  as  they  did  last 
year,  Parliament  may  turn  with  calm 
minds  to  the  consideration  of  useful  do- 
mestic topics.  Let  not,  however,  our 
prosperity  render  ns  arrogant  towards 
other  nations  less  happily  placed,  and  then 
we  may,  witiiout  hypocnsy,  join  ia  the 
prayer  of  Her  Most  Gnunons  Majesty  that 
the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  may  attend 
oar  councils  and  guide  our  deliberations  to 
the  attainment  of  the  object  of  Her  constant 
sdticitude,  the  wcl&re  and  faappinesa  of 
Her  people. 

I  have  to  tiunk  the  House  for  t^e  kind 
way  in  whiidi  th^  hare  reodred  me,  and 
beg  to  more — 

"  That  an  btunble  Addreu  be  premtsd  to  Her 
M^jeftj,  to  thaok  Her  Mmjeatf  for  tiw  most 
gnwioiu  Speeeb  delivered  hj  Her  Oommaud  to 
botb  Houtef  of  Parliament : 

"  Hnmblj  to  thank  Her  Majesty  lor  informing 
u  tbat  tbe  negotiationa  in  whioh  the  Emperor 
of  Anitria  and  tbe  King  of  PruHia  were  engaged 
with  tbe  King  of  Denmark  were  brought  to  a 
eoaelafiOD  b;  a  Trea^  of  Peaoe ;  and  hamUr  to 
wyws  the  gratMotion  with  whieb  we  learn  that 


the  oommBntoattopg  wbieb  Her  MioMtjr  roMin  s 
from  FmigD  Powers  lead  Hertoanterlaia  a  wdt 
fonnded  hope  that  no  renewed  diitnitanos  of  the 
Peace  of  Enrope  ii  to  be  apprehended  i 

"  Hnmblf  to  thank  Her  Majettj  Air  in&rmbg 
ns  that  She  remaiiu  itoadfasUr  neatral  between 
tbe  eontending  parties  in  tbe  Ciril  War  whkh 
still  imhappUj  eonUnnea  In  North  Amerioa ;  and 
to  astoro  Her  Mjjestr  that  irith  Her  we  should 
rejoice  at  a  friendly  reeondUatton  betvoeu  fhem : 

"  To  oonvey  oar  thanks  to  Her  Majeitj  for 
infiwmiog  us  that  a  Japanese  Daimio  in  rebellion 
agMost  his  Som^,  having  infringed  Um  rights 
Aoowdad  br  TtttXj  to  Great  Britain  and  to  eer- 
tain  othor  Poweri,and  that  the  Japanese  Gomrn- 
ment  having  Ailed  to  compel  him  to  desist  from 
hia  lawless  proceedings,  the  Diplomatio  Agenta 
and  the  Naval  Commanders  of  Oreat  Britain, 
France,  the  Netherlands,  and  the  United  States 
of  North  America  undertook  a  combined  operation 
for  (he  purpose  of  asserting  the  rights  which  their 
reepeetive  Oovemmeata  bad  obtained  by  Treaty  ; 
and  to  ezpreea  oar  hope  that  this  operation,  whleh 
has  been  attended  with  complete  euooesi,  may  by 
its  remit  aflbrd  ssoority  far  Fwelgn  Oonunerce 
and  addi^Mal  strmigth  to  tiia  Oovflmnrat  of 
Japan,  with  wbMi  tha  relatioas  ni  Hsr  Majesty 
■re  friendly  i 

"  HnmUy  to  thank  Her  Sb^esty  for  command- 
ing Papers  on  this  aubjeot  to  be  laid  before  ns  : 

"Toastore  Her  Majesty  that  wo  learn  with 
regret  that  the  conflict  with  some  of  the  Native 
Tribes  in  Now  Zealand  has  not  yet  been  brought 
to  a  close ;  and  to  thaok  Her  Miyeity  far  inform- 
ing Of  that  the  sneoessAd  eflSDrts  of  Htr  Mi^eaty's 
Regular  Forees,  soj^orted  by  those  raised  in  the 
Colony,  have  led  to  ttw  sobadsaion  (rfsome  of  the 
Inaorgenta  ;  and  that  those  who  are  still  In  arms 
liave  been  acqoainted  with  tbe  equitable  condi- 
tions on  which  their  sabmisiion  would  be  ao- 
oopted: 

"  To  Mqprsss  onr  gratifloation  at  leaning  that 
under  H«r  Mi^}es^i  sinetion,  and  at  the  invita- 
tion of  Her  Ksjeaty*!  Governor  General,  a  Confe- 
renoe  of  Delegatea  from  Her  several  North  Ame- 
rican Provinces  bad  assembled  at  Quebec.  That 
those  Delegates  had  adopted  Resolutions  having 
for  their  object  a  closer  union  of  those  Provinces 
onder  a  Ceatral  Government,  and  that  if  those 
Resolutions  shall  be  approved  by  the  Provincial 
L«gtalatares,  Her  Mi^ty  will  canse  a  Bill  to  bo 
laid  before  ns  faroarrylng  this  important  Ueasnro 
into  efltot : 

"  To  aasare  Her  K^jesty  that  with  Uer  Ma- 
Jert,w.n9oio.attb.^Jgig.^g^ 
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lodian  Dominion,  and  to  ttuuik  Her  Majesty  for 
bfonnhig  na  that  tong-eootinned  outrages  on  the 
persons  and  property  of  SnbjeetB  of  Her  Majesty 
having  oconired,  for  which  no  redress  eonld  be 
had,  it  became  necessary  to  employ  a  Force  to 
obtain  satia&ction  for  tbe  part  and  secnrHy  for 
tbe  firtnro; 

"  Humbly  to  express  to  Her  Majesty  oar  regret 
at  the  calamity  which  has  recently  occasioned 
great  loss  of  life  and  property  at  Calcutta,  and 
at  other  places  in  India,  and  our  trust  that  tbe 
prompt  assistance  rendered  by  the  otBcers  of  tbe 
Government,  and  the  generous  oontribntions 
whleh  have  been  made  in  various  parts  of  India, 
may  have  relieved  tbe  Riflbrioga  wUoh  have  thus 
beenooeadmied: 

"  To  thank  Her  Majesty  for  having  directed 
the  Estimates  for  the  ensuing  year  to  be  laid  be- 
fore as,  and  for  having  caused  them  to  be  framed 
with  a  due  regard  to  eoonon^,  and  to  tbe  effl- 
eiraoy  of  tbe  Pablio  Servtee ; 

*'To  assure  Her  Majesty  that  we  learn  with 
gratilioation  that  tbe  general  condition  of  the 
Country  is  satisfootory  ;  that  tbe  Revenue  real- 
iMs  iu  estimated  amount ;  that  tbe  distress  which 
prevailed  in  some  of  the  Manu&cturing  Districts 
has  greatly  abated,  while  the  Act  passed  for  the 
encouragement  of  Public  Works  in  those  Di». 
tricU  has  been  attended  witb  nteflil  mnlti ;  and 
that  Ireland  dnHng  tbe  pait  year  has  bad  its 
share  in  the  advantage  ofa  good  Harvwt,  with  a 
gradual  extension  of  Trade  and  Mana&otures : 

"Humbly  to  atson  Her  Majesty  that  we  wiU 
give  onr  earnest  attention  to  the  measum  of  pub- 
lio  usefblnesa  whieh  may  ba  submitted  for  our 
eonsideration : 

*'  To  thank  Her  Majesty  for  informing  us  that 
Bills  will  be  laid  before  ns  for  tbe  concentration 
of  all  the  Courts  of  Law  and  Equity,  with  their 
attendant  Offices,  on  a  convenient  site ;  for  the 
oompletioa  of  tbe  Revision  of  the  Statute  Law  ; 
for  the  Amendment  of  tbe  Law  relating  to  Pa< 
tents  for  InvenUtmi ;  and  for  eonfbrring  on  the 
Oonnty  Conrtt  an  equitable  jnrisdiotlon  in  oaoses 
of  small  amount : 

"  To  assure  Her  Mqesty  that  onr  serioas  attni' 
tion  shall  be  given  to  the  measures  wUeh  may  be 
propMod  fbr  oartTing  into  oflbot  eertain  Recom- 
mendations made  to  tbe  House  of  Commons,  afker 
Inquiry  directed  by  that  Hoass,  into  the  Opera- 
Uon  of  tbe  Laws  r^atlng  tbe  Rallef  to  the  Poor, 
and  to  tbe  BiU  which  wiU  be  laid  before  us, 
founded  on  tbe  Report  of  the  Commission  for  in- 
quiring into  Public  Sobools ;  and  to  thank  Her 
Miyesty  for  informing  ns  that  She  has  directed 
tbat  a  Oomniirion  dull  be  Imed  to  inqoin  into  1 


Endowed  and  other  Schools  in  England,  which 
have  not  been  included  is  tbe  recent  inquiries  re- 
lating to  popular  Education  ;  and  humbly  to  aa- 
snre  Her  Majesty  that  with  Her  we  fervently  pmy 
tbat  tbe  blessing  of  Almighty  God  may  attend 
our  eoancihi,  and  goide  onr  deliberatioDi  to  tbe 
advanoenwot  of  tiie  wdforeand  h^^neat  Vt  Her 
Feoplo." 

Mr.  HAKBUBY  tract  :  Sir.  it  is 
with  great  diffidoice  that  I  rise  to  second 
the  Address,  so  ably  and  eloquently  moved 
by  the  hon.  Baronet  beside  me,  and  had  I 
not  known  that  it  was  intended  as  a  com- 
pliment through  me  to  the  constitnenoy 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  represent, 
I  should  have  been  inclined  to  shrink  from 
so  great  a  responsibility.  Having,  how- 
ever, under  these  circumstances  undertaken 
the  task  before  me,  I  rely  with  confidence 
on  that  proverbial  kindness  and  indulgence 
which  has  always  been  extended  to  a  new 
Hfember  on  his  first  venturing  to  address 
the  Honse.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  that 
I  gather  from  tiie  general  tenor  of  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  much  that  is  oal- 
culated  to  inspire  ns  not  meraly  with  gra- 
titude for  the  past,  but  wiui  sanguine 
anticipfttions  &r  the  fiiture.  If  I  might 
be  allowed  without  tea  of  intmsion  to 
touch  on  80  delicate  a  topic,  I  should  say 
that  what  was  only  wanting  to  complete 
the  sattsfitction  with  which  we  listened  to 
that  Speech  was,  that  words  of  such  pleas- 
ing import  should  have  been  dignified  and 
graced  by  their  delivery  from  the  Ups  of 
Her  Uajesty  in  person.  I  am  sure  I  only 
express  the  feelings  of  all  around  me  when 
I  add  that  it  is  our  earnest  prayer  that 
onr  Gracious  Queen  may  be  able  so  far  "  to 
pluck  from  the  memory  a  rooted  sorrow" 
as  to  bring  herself  to  gladden  the  hearts 
of  her  loving  snhjects  1^  again  appearing 
amongst  them  on  occasions  of  this  nature. 

Sir,  when  we  contrast  the  present  con- 
dition of  Continental  affairs  with  that  of 
the  cfnresponding  period  of  last  year,  it  is 
impossible  not  to  &id  ample  cause  for  con- 
gpratnletion  on  their  improved  aspect,  giving 
rise  as  it  does  to  a  well-founded  hope 
of  the  maintenance  of  the  peace  of  Europe. 
Though  there  are  grave  questions  still 
open  which  may  not  be  dosed  without 
disturbance,  yet,  on  the  whole,  a  strong 
disposition  is  manifest  to  settle  disputes 
by  other  arbitrament  than  by  that  of  the 
sword.  In  proportion  as  the  blessings  of 
firee  trade  spread  themselves  wider  and 
wider,  we  may  look  forward  with  more 
and  more  oonfldeng^.^li^f^Jtn^^^ 
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the  era  of  pgantic  armaments  shall  aid, 
and  t^e  resources  of  civilized  nations  shall 
be  expended  with  greater  profit  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  arts  of  peace.  Wonld  that 
we  oonld  look  at  the  state  of  affairs  on 
the  other  side  the  Atlantic  with  similar 
aatisfitction.  There,  however,  while  we 
have  still  to  lament  the  continuance  of  an 
unhappy  and  devastating  warfare  in  that 
onee  flonrishiDg  country,  we  have  also  to 
T^iret  tiiat  the  struggle  has  given  birth 
to  an  unprovoked  £^ing  of  hostility  to 
ouTselveB.  Prom  this  gloomy  prospect  we 
turn  with  nlief  to  the  oontraiplation  of 
the  morement  recently  initiatea  by  our 
fellow-salgeotB  on  that  Continent.  This 
is  a  question  so  important,  bo  absorbing, 
that  even  if  onr  attention  had  not  been 
especially  called  to  it  by  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne  to-day,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  pass  it  over  in  silence.  I  refer,  Sir, 
to  the  proposal  which  has  recently  eman- 
ated from  the  various  Provinces  of  British 
North  America  to  form  themselves  into 
a  confederation,  which  cannot  be  other- 
wise than  great  and  powerful.  Sir,  when 
we  consider  the  present  unprotected  state 
of  those  Provinces,  and  the  difficulty  of 
defending  them  separately  against  any 
foreign  attack,  when  we  consider  the  enor- 
mous field  which  they  offer  for  ages  to 
come  to  oar  commercial  enterprise,  we  can- 
not but  view  these  proposals  with  &vour, 
and  ahnost  unmixed  satisfaction.  The 
anxiety  which  has  so  often  been  expressed 
by  this  House  with  regard  to  the  defence 
of  Canada  in  the  event  of  a  rapture  with 
the  United  States,  convinces  one,  that  when 
this  great  question  involving  the  charter 
of  Canadian  liberty  is  brought  before  us, 
it  will  be  discussed  in  no  spirit  of  party 
controversy,  but  with  the  single  object 
and  desire  of  aiding  and  assisting  the 
movement  in  every  way  compatible  with 
Imperial  policy.  The  days  are  gone  by, 
Sir,  when  England  looked  with  jealousy 
and  suspicion  on  every  act  of  her  colonies, 
when  tiie  slightest  system  of  combination 
amongst  tbeiuelves  would  have  been  re- 
garded as  an  omen  of  severance  from  us. 
England  is  no  longer  jealous  of  her  chil- 
dren ;  she  r^rds  this  scheme  with  emo- 
tions of  pride  and  affection,  mingled  with 
wonder  at  the  unanimity  mi  loyalty  ex- 
pressed by  the  representatives  of  five  dis- 
tinct provinces.  The  success  which  the 
delegates  have  been  able  to  achieve  in 
o^^izing  a  scheme  affecting  such  various 
distinctions  of  race,  religion,  and  language, 
dflsnres  oar  highest  praise.   Before  pass- 


ing from  this  subject,  I  must,  as  an  inde- 
pendent Member  of  this  House,  express 
my  sincere  hope  that  this  bright  vision  of 
the  Canadianiuture  may  not  be  obscured  by 
their  injudicious  perseverance  in  that  false 
and  smoidal  policy,  the  enforcemoit  of 
high  protective  duties,  ^though,  Bir, 
during  the  last  four  yean  the  damage  in- 
flicted by  these  protective  measures  can- 
not for  one  moment  be  compared  to  t^t 
created  by  the  raising  of  the  United  States 
tariff,  and  the  blockade  of  tiie  Southern 
ports,  yet  the  fiust  remains  the  same,  tiiat 
Canada  has  virtoally  succeeded  in  shutting 
out  our  commerce,  and  this  notwithstand- 
ing all  we  have  done  for  her,  notwitlistand- 
ing  that  we  still  spend  for  her  benefit  and 
that  of  her  co-dependencies  nearly  a  million 
of  money.  I  do  most  sincerely  trust,  that 
when  the  Canadas,  with  their  vast  agri- 
cultural plains,  are  incorporated  into  the 
maritime  provinces,  with  their  boundless 
wealth  of  coal  and  iron,  they  will  at  last 
see  the  advantages  of  lilferty  in  trade, 
and  that  we  shall  hear  less  and  less  of 
hostile  tariffs.  I  think,  in  justice  to  Eng- 
land, it  should  be  shown  how  totally  at 
variance  witii  the  feelings  which  nave 
always  been  expressed  by  tiie  mother 
country  is  the  return  whiwi  Canada  has 
made  by  closing  the  door  against  British 
commerce. 

I  am  sore,  Sir,  that  all  must  have  heard 
with  intense  satis&otion  the  intelligence 
that  the  operations  in  Japan  have  been 
crowned  with  entire  sncoess.  Not  only 
may  we  congratulate  ourselves  on  the 
completeness  of  this  victory,  but  also  on 
the  gallant  way  in  which  it  was  won.  I 
am  confident  it  was  with  pride  and  admi- 
ration that  the  nation  read  the  despatches 
detailing  the  conduct  of  our  seamen  on  that 
occasion,  showing  as  it  did  so  clearly  that 
whether  wood  or  iron  be  the  order  of  the 
day,  whether  the  game  be  played  at  long 
range  or  short  range,  whether  with  a 
Whitworth  or  an  Armstrong,  the  seamen 
of  England  have  not  degenerated,  and  that 
the  same  courage  and  indomitable  spirit 
which  gained  their  laurels  in  former  years 
gives  no  aga  of  flagging.  However  much 
the  frequency  of  these  little  wars  are  to  be 
deplored,  ye^  in  our  rehttions  with  Japan, 
a  country  in  which  the  government  is  so 
divided  between  the  Tycoon,  the  friend 
of  progress,  and  the  Uikado,  its  bitter 
enemy,  I  tfakJc  tiiat  we  should  keep  a 
bold  front,  and,  by  so  doing,  overawe  the 
ftMft-fbudal  chieftains,  and  oblige  them 
to  show  that  respect  for  traatiw  imoh 
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the  T7000D,  although  villing,  ii  unable 
to  enforce.  It  was  on  tiiii  footing  that 
the  boBtilitteB  at  Kagasiki  were  nnder- 
taken  in  co*operatuni  trith  the  French, 
Bntoh,  and  Americans,  to  compel  the  fal- 
filment  of  a  treaty  entered  into  for  opening 
out  Uie  navigaticoL  of  the  inland  seas 
-whieh,  owing  to  titeir  neamew  to  Shanghai, 
ia  of  ttie  greateat  commercial  importance. 
It  waa  with  heartfelt  grief  and  indignation 
that  we  read  tfae  other  day  Hie  acooont  of 
the  treaoheroua  murder  of  two  of  Her 
Hajeety*B  officers  in  Japan,  and  I  am 
afhid,  Sir,  it  will  be  a  long  time  before 
we  have  a  permanent  cessation  of  these 
cold-blooded  atrocities,  now  unhappily 
almost  periodical  in  their  character,  which 
send  a  thrill  of  horror  through  the  reins 
of  all  civilized  nations.  In  this  particular 
instance,  as  far  as  we  know  from  the 
reports  which  have  as  yet  been  received, 
the  outrage  seems  to  have  been  entirely 
unprovoked.  It  would  appear  that  these 
two  officers,  riding  on  a  pleasure  excursion, 
were  suddenly  set  upon  from  behind  and 
barbarously  and  brutally  murdered  before 
th<nr  could  offer  any  resistance.  If  any 
palUation  can  be  offered  for  so  grave  a 
crime,  it  is  that  these  outrages  are  to  be 
attributed  not  so  much  to  the  spontaneous 
animonty  of  the  people  thanselves  as  to 
the  orders  of  their  masters,  the  daimios, 
whose  nnoompromisiiig  hostility  to  all 
Europeans  is  now  a  matter  of  notoriety. 
The  naval  actions  of  Eagosima  and  Naga- 
siki  were  distinguished  by  the  employ- 
ment, for  the  first  time  in  actual  warfare,  of 
our  new  naval  rifled  ordnance ;  and  I  think 
this  first  experience  may,  on  the  whole, 
be  pronounced  satisfactory.  The  prolonged 
tritd  of  rival  systems  has  given  rise  to 
much  conflict  of  opinion  as  well  as  caused 
large  expenditure,  but  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  such  controversies  benefit  the 
country,  in  so  far  as  tiiey  stimulate  inven- 
tion and  sustain  to  the  highest  pitch  the 
enterprise  and  vigour  of  our  artillerists. 
It  is  instructire  to  learn  tiiat  the  Japanese 
— ^hmons  for  tlieir  genius  in  the  mehanical 
arts — are  among  foremost  admirers  of 
our  scientific  gunnery,  and  have  sought 
for — and,  I  fur,  proonred  ttom  this  coun- 
try— similar  pieces  to  those  which  were 
so  lately  employed  against  themselves. 
Indeed,  not  onl^  the  Japanese,  hut  almost 
every  other  nation  pays  us  tiiis  practical 
compliment;  and  in  the  unbiassed  selection 
dictated  by  the  intraest  oi  the  foreigner 
may  perhaps  be  found  the  ultimata  solu- 
tion of  our  vexed  domestie  qoestim  of 
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rifled  naval  ordnance.  To  whichever  of 
the  inventors  he  may  incline,  to  England 
will  belong  the  honour  of  taking  the  lead 
in  this  no  less  than  in  other  metallic 
manufactures.  But,  Sir,  of  what  avail  in 
the  utmost  peril  are  the  highest  mecha- 
nical appliances,  or  even  the  native  cou- 
rage of  the  British  sailor,  without  that 
heroio  spirit  of  discipline  to  which,  as  a 
naval  man,  I  may  be  perhaps  allowed  to 
pay  my  individual  tribute.  The  accounts 
of  the  seme  off  the  eoast  of  Hcmtevideo  in 
the  montii  of  December  last  present  to  ns 
a  spectacle  of  devotion  to  duty  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed  even  in  the 
annals  of  the  British  navy.  In  the  de- 
stmotion  of  the  Bombay  by  fire.  Her 
Majesty's  service  has  indeed  to  lament  a 
heavy  loss  of  lives;  but  they  have  left 
behind  them  a  splendid  moral  example  of 
coolness  and  presence  of  mind,  under  the 
most  appalling  circnmstanoes,  which  will 
not  quickly  be  forgotten. 

Before  I  sit  down.  Sir,  I  must  ask  leave 
to  add  one  word  on  the  subject  of  homo 
afiairs.  It  must  have  been  with  sincere 
gratification  that  all  have  heard  that  the 
general  commerce  of  the  country  has  made 
satisfactory  progress.  When  we  contrast 
our  present  flourishing  condition  with 
what  we  might  four  years  ago  have  antici- 
pated, when  we  ronember  the  difficulties 
and  distivBs  which  the  civil  war  in  Ame- 
rica was  expected  to  create  in  aU  our  ma- 
nufactures, I  seem  to  discern  in  this  un- 
looked-for result  rather  the  interposition 
of  some  superior  power  than  the  ordinary 
influence  of  human  counsel.  The  revenue, 
notwithstanding  the  abatement  of  taxation, 
has  increased  vrith  unparalleled  succem 
and  public  credit ;  the  life-blood  of  the 
State  is  full  of  animation  and  vigour.  The 
supply  of  cotton,  about  which  we  had  just 
cause  to  be  alarmed,  notwithstanding  the 
continnanoeof  the  causes  which  depress  and 
disturb  that  important  branch  of  industry, 
is  increasing  day  by  day,  and  the  imports 
of  the  last  year  amonnt  to  £72,000,000. 
of  which  no  less  than  £60,000,000  were 
retained  for  home  ctntsnraption.  These 
statistics  show  ttiat  its  enltivation '  ia 
being  earnestly  attended  to,  and  warrant 
the  hope  that  the  present  high  price  will 
soon  b«  considerably  lowered.  We  havo 
seen  during  the  last  year  the  wonderful 
development  at  that  system  of  joint-stock 
enterprises  constructed  on  the  basis  of  li- 
mited liability  enlarging  cur  commercial 
relati(ms  to  an  nnpreeedented  extent. 
Altiumgh  ta«rtign,,.^||^^1g(5p^^  of 
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£3|700,000  was  taken  off  last  year,  we 
find  the  actual  decrease  in  the  returns  to 
be  of  the  most  trifling  nature.  Each  source 
of  income  seems  to  vie  with  the  other  in 
its  readiness  to  spring  back  to  its  old  pro- 
portions. It  is  a  Bouroe  of  great  satisfac- 
tion to  find  that  tiie  drain  of  bullion  to  the 
East  which  caused  so  much  alarm  has 
already  in  a  great  measure  abated  in  the 
proportion  of  £12,000,000  in  1863,  to 
£8,000,000  in  1864,  showing  that  the 
ezohange  fbr  the  staples  of  India  is  now 
mainly  eflbcted  1^  the  exj[tort  in  large 
quantities  of  1^  oommodittes  of  oottra, 
iron,  and  copper.  It  appears  by  the  Betums 
with  which  I  hare  been  feroured  l^at  the 
amount  of  baUion  exported  daring  the  last 
year  is  £23,000,000,  whilst  the  amount  of 
that  imported  is  no  less  than  £27,000,000. 
The  Betums  of  our  mercantile  shipping 
show  that  our  carrying  trade  is  becoming 
a  more  and  more  fertile  source  of  wealth. 
No  less  than  23  million  tons  of  ship- 
ping entered  and  cleared  at  our  ports  in 
1864;  and  altiiough  we  must  not  forget 
that  a  lai^  number  of  American  vessels 
haTC  passed  into  our  hands,  English  ships 
are  more  numerous,  and  are  increasing  iu 
nze  every  year.  The  scheme  for  the  con- 
oentratlon  of  the  Law  Courts  referred  to 
in  Her  Uajesty's  Speech,  and  which  has 
abead^  beea  befiwe  Flsrliamait,  u  one 
that  commends  itself  to  the  early  atten- 
tion of  this  House  as  a  measure  of  great 
utility  sot  only  to  the  profession  of  the 
law,  but  also  to  the  suitors  at  large. 

Sir,  there  are  other  matters  in  the 
Bpeedi  on  which  I  might  dilate,  but  I 
feel  that  I  have  already  trespassed  too 
long  on  the  kindness  and  forbearance  of 
this  House,  and  I  have  only  to  thank 
the  House  for  the  patience  with  which 
they  have  listened  to  the  observations  I 
have  felt  called  upon  to  make.  I  beg 
to  second  tiu  Address. 

'ICotion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That."  Ac.  ISMpofft  45.] 

Ifa.  SCULLY  said,  he  should  not  have 
presmtod  hunself  to  ttie  House  if  any  other 
hon.  €(eiitleman  had  seemed  disposed  to  say 
a  word.  It  would  appear  that  Irish  Uem- 
bm  had  rather  given  up  the  practice  of 
meaking  in  public.  [XaN$rA<«r.]  Hon.Gen- 
Uemen  seemed  to  receive  this  statement 
with  an  incredulous  laugh,  but  he  was  not 
aware  that  any  Irish  Member  had  opened 
his  Hps  dnring  the  last  recess — except  one 
or  two  who  had  addressed  public  meetings 
under  a  sivt  of  moral  coerdon.  For  him 


self,  he  would  say  that  he  had  not  opened 
hie  lips  in  any  public  form  since  Parlia- 
ment sat  last  summer.  On  the  other  hand, 
he  would  like  to  know  what  public  man  in 
England  had  not  been  starring  it  in  the 
provinoes  during  the  recess.  The  cha- 
racteristics, of  the  two  nations  seemed  to 
have  been  completely  reversed.  English- 
men now  seemed  to  be  given  to  all  sorts  of 
tall  talk.  Even  Cabinet  Ministers  conde- 
scended to  address  tiieir  oonstitnents,  fd- 
though  a  f^w  years  ago  it  was  re^rded  as 
opposed  to  public  policy  for  a  Mimster  to 
speak  in  public  except  on  pennission  from 
ue  Treasury  Bench.  Am  Irish  Members 
had  remained  rilent  during  the  recess,  it 
was  not  unreasonable  that  they  should 
ventilate  their  opinions  in  the  House, 
which  was  supposed  to  be  the  proper 
place  for  that  purpose.  "When  O'Connell 
was  considered  a  great  agitator  it  was 
thought  not  exactly  eomma-il-faut  for  a 
Member  of  Parliament  to  go  through  the 
country  duriog  the  recess  and  promulgate 
those  opinions  out  of  doors  which  it  was 
his  duty  to  express  within  those  walls. 
Now  every  English  Member  was  a  sort  of 
O'Connell — he  would  not  say  a  small 
O'Connell — in  his  way,  and  addressed  his 
constituents  daring  the  recess.  He  ought 
to  make  one  exception.  An  hon.  Member 
who  used  to  fiaroar  his  constituents  with 
a  summary  of  Parliamentary  proceedings 
— his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Seroy 
(Mr.  Bass)— had  been  quite  tadtum  of 
late,  and  in  this  respect  had  followed  tho 
example  of  the  Irish  Members.  His 
reason  for  troubling  the  House  on  the 
present  occasion  was  on  account  of  the 
only  paragraph  in  the  Royal  Speech  with 
which  he  would  be  presumed  to  have  any  ' 
personal  concern.  That  was  a  paragraph 
which,  unfortunately,  he  knew  to  be  in- 
correct. "  Ireland  during  the  past  year," 
said  the  Speech,  "  has  had  its  share  in  the 
advantages  of  a  good  harvest,  and  trade 
and  manufactures  are  gradually  extending 
in  that  part  of  the  kin^om."  If  the  trade 
and  manufactures  were  extending,  it  must 
be  very  gradually  indeed ;  for  being  well 
acquainted  with  Ireland  he  was  not  aware 
of  any  extension  except  in  the  north  of 
the  kingdom,  where  flax  was  grown  ;  but 
in  the  other  three  Provinces  there  was  • 
no  extension  of  trade  or  manufacture  at 
aU.  A  litde  attempt  had  been  made  to 
revive  the  flax  cultivation,  but  in  the  tiiree 
Provinces  trade  and  manufactures  were 
never  in  a  more  depressed  state.  There 
might  be  thirty  or  fi^t^edT^*^ 
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ployed  in  workmg  np  ooane  tweeds,  but 
the  whole  of  them  put  together  would  not 
make  one  decent  fectory  at  Bradford.  He 
would  like,  then,  to  know  where  tbe  Presi- 
dent of  tl^  Board  of  Trade  proonred  the 
facts  on  whidi  he  based  the  statement  that 
tiie  trade  and  mann&ctnres.  of  Ireland 
were  extending.  Emigrants  were  leaving 
the  country  in  enormouB  moltitudn ;  but 
if  the  country  was  in  saoh  a  proeperons 
state,  why  were  the  people  leaviii  it?  The 
statement  tiiat  "  IreUnd  has  had  its  share 
in  the  advantages  of  a  good  harvest"  was 
even  more  untrue  than  the  otiier;  for 
Ireland  had  derived  no  material  advan- 
tage from  the  harvest  of  last  year.  Every 
Irishman  who  held  an  acre  of  land  would 
bear  him  out  that,  though  for  grass  land 
It  had  been  a  prosperous  year,  and  cattle, 
sheep,  butter^  and  wool  had  paid  well, 
there  seldom  had  been  a  worse  year  as  far 
as  tillage  was  concerned.  Every  landlord 
in  Ireland  knew  that  the  tillage  tenants 
were  never  more  hardly  pinched  than 
during  Uie  last  year.  The  main  harvest 
in  England  was  wheat,  in  Ireland  the 
chief  crop  was  oats ;  dry  weather  might 
agree  wiui  com  to  a  certain  extent,  but  it 
was  not  good  for  oats  at  all.  There  had 
been,  he  admitted,  a  bonntiM  crop  of 
potatoes,  but  wheat  and  barley  were  below 
uie  average ;  oats  was  a  miserable  crop ; ' 
and  the  pricu  of  all  cereal  produce  were 
Toinoasly  reduced.  The  turnip  crop  was 
also  a  bad  one.  Why,  then,  should  the 
paragraph  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
Address?  Ireland,  upon  the  whole,  though 
not  in  a  starving  condition,  was  seldom 
in  a  more  unsatisfactory  state  than  at 
this  moment.  There  never  was  a  more 
dissatisfied,  discontented,  and,  he  would 
add,  a  more  disaffeoted  feeling  in  the 
country  than  existed  at  the  present  time. 
It  had  been  stated  by  eminent  English- 
men over  and  over  again  that  the  Irish 
people  who  went  abroful,  where  they  could 
give  free  vent  to  their  feelings,  unfortu- 
nately showed  that  they  left  with  very 
hostaie  feelings  towards  the  institutions  of 
the  conntry  they  had  deserted.  In  a 
recent  pamphlet  hj  the  Professor  of  His- 
tory at  Oxford  (kr.  Ooldwin  Smith),  who 
went  Iwt  year  to  America  in  order  to 
judge  for  himself,  that  eminent  gentle- 
man states  tiiat,  "  The  Irish  in  Amnica 
are,  with  too  much  reason,  our  mortal 
enemies."  Why  should  this  state  of  things 
exist?  Why  were  the  Irish  in  America 
our  enemies  ?  Why  did  we  not  make 
them  our  fnends?  No  people  wwe  more 


easily  conciliated  than  the  Irish,  and,  he 
was  sorry  to  add,  more  easily  cajoled. 
How  could  there  be  good  legi^tion  for 
Ireland  when  there  was  such  misconcep- 
tion in  the  minds  oi  the  Ifinistry  as  to 
the  actual  condition  of  the  people  of  that 
oonntry?  And  this  partly  arose  from 
&ere  not  being  Irishmen  in  the  Cabinet 
who  could  give  the  Government  the  facts. 
No  Iruh  need  ever  ap^y  for  admission 
into  a  Whig  Cabinet.  T^  Lord  Xoente- 
nant  of  Ireland  was  not  in  the  Cabinet ; 
neither  was  the  Chief  BecretaET.  Heconld 
hardly  su^wse  that  if  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  been  consulted  he  would  have 
concurred  in  the  statement  contained  in 
the  Speech  fh>m  the  Throne,  even  though 
he  might  have  derived  his  knowledge  from 
taking  another  tour  through  the  country 
on  an  outside  car.  He  challenged  any 
hon.  Member  from  Ireland  to  get  up 
and  say  that  the  statement  in  the  Boyal 
Speech  was  well  borne  out.  He  was 
disposed  to  move  that  the  paragraph  con- 
taining it  should  be  omitted.  It  would 
have  been  better  to  have  Ireland  alto- 
gether ignored  in  the  Speech  from  ttie 
Throne,  she  had  so  often  been  before, 
than  to  have  introduced  such  a  misrepre- 
sentation. As  matters  stood,  it  would  be 
advisable  to  introduce  something  to  this 
effect  in  the  Address :— "  That  the  House 
r^rets  that  the  gennal  condition  of  Ire- 
land cannot  be  regarded  as  prosperous  or 
satis&ctory;  and  that  multitudes  of  the 
inhabitants  are  emigrating  to  foreign 
countries  through  the  want  of  remunera- 
tive emplo3rment  at  home."  In  the  last 
report  issued  by  the  Great  Southern  and 
Western  Railway  Company  of  Irdand, 
it  was  stated  that,  whilst  the  returns  for 
the  last  half  year,  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  half  year,  exhibited  an  in- 
crease in  the  passenger  traffic,  there  waa  a 
large  decrease  in  the  tonnage  of  goods  and 
the  number  of  cattle  and  sheep  carried. 
It  ftirther  appeared  from  that  company's 
returns  that  the  increased  passenger  traffic 
was  principally  due  to  the  transit  of  troops. 
The  directors  stated  that  they  were  unable 
to  come  to  any  satisfactory  solution  of  Uie 
result  disclosed  in  their  i^ort  Perhaps 
they  meant  that  no  solntion  of  the  matter 
that  oonld  be  come  to  would  be  satisfoc- 
tory,  bat  he  thou^t  he  could  easily  find 
a  solution  of  it.  He  might  say  that  the 
goods  were  not  in  the  country,  and  he 
should  also  observe  that,  in  some  oases  at 
least,  the  cost  of  transit  was  more  than  it 
ooghtt.  be.  In  to^jy<«gg(5g^ 
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tiie  other  day,  the  hon.  Member  for  that 
borough  (Mr.  W.  E.  Fonter)  said  that  the 
Irish  question  was  pressing  on  ns  more  and 
more — that  the  state  of  Ireland  was  a  dis- 
graoe  to  England;  and  that  though  we 
might  not  now  be  misgoremiDg  that 
country  to  the  same  extent  as  we  had 
done  in  fbrmer  times,  we  were  misgoTem* 
ing  her  on  some  important  matters.  Any 
one  acquunted  wiUi  the  history  of  Ire- 
land— which  he  supposed  not  one  English 
Member  was — ^most  know  that  there  had 
been  oontinaed  mi^vemment  np  to  this 
moment.  Indeed,  Teiy  few  Iridimen  were 
acquainted  willi  the  history  of  Ireland, 
fbr  it  was  not  the  fiuihion  to  read  that  his- 
tory in  the  Irish  schools.  Every  sncoes- 
sive  Qovemment  admitted  that  Ireland 
had  been  misgoremed  in  past  times,  but 
added,  "It  is  well  governed  now."  And 
they  bond  Jide  believed  what  they  stated. 
But  the  misgovemment  was  still  going  on, 
and  Ireland  was  still  ruled  by  factious  pro* 
consuls  sent  from  this  country,  who  were 
not  admitted  into  the  Cabinet.  If  a  man 
had  some  diplomatio  training  at  Oeneva  or 
some  other  place  on  the  Continent,  that 
education  was  supposed  to  fit  him  for  the 
office  of  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  for  that  of 
Chief  Secretary.  But  diplomatists,  when 
they  attempteil  to  become  statesmen, 
turned  out  to  be  political  attorneys. 
They  might  do  very  good  service  in  some 
other  oapacity,  bnt  tii^  were  not  fitted 
to  govern  Xrehaid,  and  were  seldom 
selected  as  Ministos  for  this  country. 
The  lesolt  wu  that  the  penile  of  Ire- 
land did  not  look  to  that  ^nse  at  all, 
nor  ver^  much  to  their  own  representa- 
tives either.  If  he  shonld  go  to  the 
county  Cork  in  the  recess  and  offer  to  give 
his  constituents  an  account  of  what  had 
been  doing  in  Parliament,  they  would  inti- 
mate that  they  did  not  want  to  know  any- 
thing about  it.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Prudent  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who 
would  make  the  Cabinet  Liberal  if  he 
could — but  he  was  an  exception  in  the 
Government,  and  had  been  called  the 
"fly  in  amber" — was  reported  to  have 
stated  to  his  constituents  that,  upon  the 
party  division  towards  the  close  of  last 
Session,  the  Catholic  votes  had  reduced 
the  Government  majority  from  sixty-five 
to  eighteen;  and  to  have  maintained 
thtA  l£e  combination  efifocted  between  Hie 
ritramcmtane  Ca&olics  and  the  Conserva- 
tivea  was  not  <Hie  which  ought  to  govern 
this  eonnt^,  or  which  could  promote  the 
cauae  of  aril  and  teligioiiB  lU>erfy;  also 


that  the  Roman  Catholics  had  nothing 
to  gain  by  such  an  alliance,  as  it  was 
not  to  the  Conservative  party  that  they 
owed  their  emancipation.  The  only  reply 
he  had  to  make  to  this  statement  was,  that 
the  reports  which  had  been  industriously 
circulated  on  Uiat  occasion  by  myrmidons 
of  the  Government,  with  reference  to  the 
motives  which  had  influenced  the  Irish 
Catholic  Members,  were  simply  untrue. 
He  had  scorned  at  the  time  to  contradict 
any  such  Cgdsehoods,  and  he  was  sure  that 
the  persons  wlu  circnlated  litem,  ev^  if 
they  did  not  know  them  to  be  &lBe,  had 
no  proof  of  ttieir  being  true.  The  Qo- 
vemment  had  not  lost  any  votes  the 
promulgation  of  tiiese  nntouths,  but  had 
been  gainers  by  them.  If  it  had  been  a 
question  of  confidence  in  the  Government, 
he  asked  how  Reformers  could  have  sup- 
ported the  existing  occupants  of  the  Trea  - 
Bury  benches.  The  hon.  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham and  his  Mends  knew  that  they 
had  only  to  say  to  the  Government  that 
their  support  was  conditional  upon  Reform 
in  order  to  carry  Reform  measures  through 
the  House,  and  that  the  Irish  Members 
would  vote  with  them  on  ench  questions ; 
but  the  so-called  English  Reformers  had 
sacrificed  Reform,  and  everything  con- 
nected with  progress,  in  order  to  keep 
this  Government  in  offloe-^or  rather  to 
keep  another  Government  out;  whereas 
they  knew  that  if  a  Tory  Government 
came  into  office  the  Whigs  would  soon 
return  to  office  again  wiu  a  determina- 
tion to  carry  out  what  was  required. 
He  thought  that  when  bringing  up  the 
Address  the  Government  ought  to  modify 
the  passage  in  Her  Majesty's  Speech  he 
had  referred  to,  and  if  tb^  refused  to  do 
so  be  should  be  disposed  to  move  its 
omission.  He  saw  in  the  remainder  of 
the  Speech  a  promise  of  some  useful 
measures,  which  if  passed  would  be  for  the 
benefit  of  tiie  country ;  and  he  trusted 
that  they,  and  especifdly  any  Irish  mea- 
sures of  public  utility,  would  be  brought 
on  early  in  the  Session. 

Mr.  BRADY  said,  he  had  never  read  a 
paragraph  which  it  was  less  easy  to  un- 
derstand than  the  paragraph  of  the  Speech 
relating  to  Ireland,  wUoh  stated  that  Ire- 
land during  the  past  year  had  had  its  share 
in  the  advantages  of  a  good  harvest.  Such 
a  paragrai^  would  have  appeared  much 
more  appropriatdy  in  i^m^  than  in  the 
Speech  from  the  lluone.  That  paragraph 
would  create  great  discontent  throughout 
Irehmd,  as  the  people  woolMhonby  see 
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that  tbcy  had  little  to  expect  firom  the 
OoTernment.  The  country  waa  not  soffer- 
ing  from  one  bat  a  nnmber  of  conaeoutiTe 
ba^  harvests,  and  a  strong  feeling  of  dis- 
content arose  from  the  &ot  tbat  the  Go- 
Temment  wonld  not  giro  to  the  people 
tiiat  to  which  they  were  entitled ;  a  better 
aeoority  in  the  tenure  of  their  land.  In 
consequence  of  this  want  of  seonrlty,  great 
numbers  had  «nigrated  for  the  purpoae  of 
fighting  the  battles  of  tbe  Norttiertt  States. 
The  pwple  would  do  anything  rather  than 
remain  at  home,  in  oonaeqnence  of  know- 
ing that  they  did  not  obtain  that  remu- 
neration which  they  ought  to  reoeive  from 
their  industry  and  labour.  The  small  far- 
mers of  Ireland  built  their  own  houses, 
drained  their  own  land,  and  supplied  their 
own  labour.  In  England  these  improve- 
ments were  effected  partly  at  the  expense 
of  the  landlord,  and  partly  at  the  expense 
of  the  tenant.  He  had  read  with  great 
satisfaction  the  remarks  recently  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Warwickshire 
(Mr.  Newdegate),  on  the  subject  of  tenant- 
right  ;  and  was  oonvineed  that  unless  some- 
thing was  done  for  the  tenautnr  of  this 
country  as  well  as  that  of  Ireuind  con- 
siderable discontent^  if  not  distress,  would 
follow  as  a  necessary  result.  The  people 
of  Ireland  were  now  suffering,  as  they 
had  mffered  for  emturies,  and  it  was  a 
well-known  fact,  that  if  the  population 
now  amounted  to  8,000,000  or  9,000,000, 
as  it  did  thirty  years  ago,  instead  of  being 
under  6,000,000,  the  people  would  be  in 
a  state  of  starvation.  Those  who  remained 
at  home  were  in  a  very  reduced  condition, 
and  those  who  emigrated  carried  with  them, 
and  cherished  in  foreign  lands,  a  feeling  of 
hostility,  not  towards  their  country,  but 
towards  the  Government  which  had  over- 
looked or  disregarded  their  sufferings  and 
their  wrongs.  Was  not  that  a  matter 
which  should  have  been  taken  into  con- 
sideration by  the  Ministry  in  framing  Her 
Majesty's  Speech  ?  In  a  speech  delivered 
the  other  day  by  the  future  Colleague  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Brighton,  Professor 
Fawcett,  that  gentleman  stated  that  there 
was  not  a  class  of  men  in  any  oommnnity 
who,  after  leaving  thdr  own  conntry  and 
obtaining  employment  ebewhere,  could 
be  compared  with  the  people  of  Ireland 
for  their  industry,  persererance,  and 
easy  management.  That  opinion,  ex- 
pressed  by  a  Professor  of  Cambridge, 
was  corroborated  by  the  opinion  of  a  Pro- 
fessor of  Oxford,  Mr.  Goldwin  Smith,  who 
had  pointed  out  the  adTantages  whidi 


America  had  derived  from  Irish  emigra- 
tion, stating  tbat  the  Americans  ought  to 
look  on  the  Irish  people  as  great  b^efac- 
tors.  He  (Mr.  Brady)  complained  of  the 
conduct  of  the  GK)V6mment  m  passing  over 
the  land  question,  which  was  the  real 
cause  of  the  calamities  of  the  people  of 
Ireland.  Why  should  they  pass  ov«r  the 
land  question,  a  question  deeply  interest- 
ing to  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  congratu- 
late them  upon  the  excellent  harvest  witii 
which  they,  the  Government,  had  nothing 
to  do  ?  Reference  had  been  made  to  In- 
dia ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  that  country 
were  discontented,  and  another  rebellion 
might  take  place  unless  a  better  system  of 
management  was  pursued.  They,  the 
people  of  India,  ought  to  have  fixity  of 
tenure  and  better  security  for  the  labour 
which  they  bestowed  ou  the  land ;  should 
they  not  obtain  proper  security,  no  man, 
having  the  feelings  of  a  man,  would  say 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  discontented. 
In  conclusion,  he  wished  to  express  a  hope 
that  the  paragraph  would  be  expunged, 
and  one  would  be  inserted  calculated  to 
give  hope  and  confidence  to  Ireland. 

Mb.  henry  SETHOUB  said,  that 
be  had  to  complain  of  several  omissions  in 
Her  Majesty's  Speech.  He  deeply  re- 
gretted that,  in  the  last  Session  of  this 
Fariiament,  the  Goremment  were  about  to 
make  no  effint  to  redeem  the  pledges  which 
they  gave  on  their  aooeanon  to  office.  Six 
years  ag^  they  overtamed  the  Government 
of  Lord  Derby  on  the  question  of  Befbrm. 
It  was  true  that  a  Bill  was  brought  in  by 
the  then  Lord  John  Russell ;  but  it  was 
introduced  with  so  much  lukewarmnesa, 
and  was  so  almost  entirely  unsupported  by 
the  Members  of  the  Government,  that  at 
last,  upon  the  Motion  of  an  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  had  that  day  ceased  to  be  a 
Member  of  the  House,  it  was  postponed. 
Hon.  Qentiemen  opposite  went  to  the 
hustings  pledged  to  that  Reform  Bill. 
They  would  uortly  have  to  meet  their 
constituents  again,  and  what  answers 
wonld  they  have  to  give  when  questioned 
upon  this  subject  ?  What  opportunity 
could  be  better  suited  to  the  intzoduction 
of  a  Reform  Bill  than  a  quiet  time  like 
the  preeent,  when  we  had  at  the  head  of 
the  Qovemment  a  statesman  of  soch  ex- 
perience and  ability  as  the  noble  Lord  ? 
Pledged  as  the  Opposition  itself  was  to 
some  reform,  he  believed  that  a  great  op- 
portunity had  been  lost  for  carrying  suui 
a  measure  as  he,  as  a  moderate  Beformer, 
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diflbred  from  the  hoc.  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham (Mr.  Bright)  on  that  point.  We 
know  not  hov  long  the  present  period  of 
tranquility  may  oontinae.  He  vaa  sorry 
that  the  time  had  passed  when  a  moderate 
Beform  Bill  might  have  become  the  law  of 
the  land.  The  opportonity  had  been  lost, 
and  an  election  wonld  shortly  take  place. 
The  probability  was  that  a  Beform  Bill 
would  then  be  introdnced,  but  no  one  oould 
say  under  what  auspices.  If  a  Beform 
Bui  should  then  pass  anew  election  would 
be  necessary,  audit dionldnot be fin^iotten 
that  each  election  cost  somewhere  aboat 
£3,000,000.  But  that  was  taking  a  low 
view  of  the  snfajeot  His  astonishment  at 
the  absence  from  the  Boyal  Speech  of  any 
mention  of  Beform  was  increased  by  the 
remembrance  of  the  remarkable  speech 
upon  the  subject  which  was  delivered  last 
year  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  because  he 
could  not  for  a  moment  believe  that  his 
right  hon.  Friend  would  make  such  a 
speech  merely  for  the  sake  of  gaining 
popularity,  or  without  thoroughly  mean- 
iog  every  word  that  he  said.  He  (Mr. 
Henry  Seymour)  owned  that  he  did  not 
undentand  the  position  of  the  right  hon. 
Qoitlenan  now  that  no  Beform  Bill  was 
prt^osed  hy  the  Cabinet ;  and  he  felt  cer- 
tain that  u  the  eloquent  speech  to  which 
he  had  referred  had  been  delivered  four 
years  ago  the  tato  of  Uie  measure  then 
before  tiie  ^nse  wonld  have  been  very 
different  from  what  it  was.  If,  however, 
there  was  to  be  no  Beform  Bill,  the  Oo- 
vemment  ought  to  devote  the  present 
period  of  tranquillity  to  the  carrying  out 
of  other  domestic  reforms ;  bat  be  saw  no 
sigDS  of  any  such  measures  in  the  meagre 
programme  which  had  been  laid  before  the 
House.  The  Ministry  of  Education  was 
in  a  most  anomalous  position.  Kominally 
the  head  of  that  Department  was  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Council,  but  last  year  tiie 
Vice  President  was  turned  out  of  his  post 
because  of  the  unsatisfactory  conduct  of 
the  Department.  The  time  had  arrived 
when  the  Education  Department,  like  that 
of  Trade,  ought  to  be  separated  from  the 
Privy  Cooneil  and  placed  under  a  Prem- 
dent  of  Eduoation  who  should  be  reqton- 
siUe  for  the  estimates  and  fiw  the  conduct 
of  the  Department.  At  present  Uiat  re- 
sponsibili^  was  divided,  and  no  one  knew 
where  to  look  for  it.  Under  the  high 
officer  whom  he  should  like  to  see  ap- 
pointed ought  to  be  placed  the  control  of 
our  lU^eet  educational  iiutitatioiu,  snch 


as  the  British  Museum  and  the  South 
Kensington  Museum,  upon  which  the 
coantry  annually  lavished  large  sums, 
which  were  spent  in  a  most  ansatis&ctory 
manner.  There  was  another  subject  which 
was  touched  upon  in  the  Boyal  Speech — 
he  alluded  to  ihe  state  of  Irelaod,  and  he 
could  not  in  alluding  to  it  help  saying  that 
he  regarded  the  condition  of  that  country 
as  a  disgrace  to  England  as  a  dvilized 
nation.  Ireland  had  of  late  yean  been 
decreasing  in  wealtii  and  poptuation  and 
increasing  in  discontent,  and  what  was  the 
remedy  for  such  a  position  of  affairs  sug- 
gested by  the  Govemmoit?  Why,  that 
the  whole  Catholic  population  should  leave 
the  island.  For  his  own  part,  the  time 
had  now  arrived,  he  thought,  for  carrying 
out  the  policy  of  Pitt  and  completing  the 
union  between  the  two  countries  by  the 
abolition  of  the  office  of  Lord  Lieutenant. 
If  that  step  were  followed  by  other 
measures  in  reference  to  education  and 
matters  of  similar  importance,  that  tho- 
rough amalgamation  of  the  two  coun- 
tries which  was  so  desirable,  and  which 
had  been  begun  more  than  half  a  century 
ago,  might  be  a&etod.  Bat  there  was 
another  topic  on  which  a  paragraph  had 
been  vouchsafed  in  the  Boyal  Speech,  and 
to  which  he  wished  briefly  to  refer.  The 
House  was  informed  that  India  was  tran- 
quil, and  it  waa  also  the  frwt  that  an  im- 
portant office  in  that  counti?  had  been 
lately  filled  by  the  apwantment  of  Mr. 
Massey  to  the  post  of  Finaooe  Minister. 
He  believed,  however,  that  Mr.  MassOT, 
for  whose  character  and  great  abilities  he 
had  the  highest  respect,  bad  never  directed 
his  attention  to  the  particular  business  of 
the  department  over  which  he  was  going  to 
preside;  and  to  send  out  a  man  to  admi- 
nister an  office  who  must  spend  at  least  two 
or  three  years  in  making  himself  conver- 
sant with  the  duties  which  he  would  have 
to  perform  was,  he  oonld  not  help  think- 
ing, a  waste  of  preoiotu  time  which  India 
could  ill  afford.  He  would  further  obsOTVOi 
that  it  was  currently  reported  that  a  large 
deficit  was  expected  in  tiie  Indian  finances 
this  year ;  and  how,  he  should  like  to 
know,  would  the  ease  stand  if  there 
should  be  a  reoonoiliation  between  the 
Northern  and  Soathem  States  of  America, 
if  this  country  were  flooded  with  Ameri- 
can cotton,  and  if  Indian  cotton,  as  a  con- 
sequence, became  depreciated  in  price  f 
He  bad  long  differed  from  the  policy  which 
had  been  panned  hia  right  hon.  Friend 
the  S««h.7      itate  to  lBg§^^^, 
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portion  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions  ;  and 
the  time  was,  he  thought,  fast  approaching 
when  his  opposition  to  it  would  be  ac- 
knowledged to  have  been  based  on  good 
grounds.  If  he  read  aright  the  speeches 
of  the  hon.  U  ember  for  Manchester,  he 
learned  from  them  that  the  quality  of  In- 
dian cotton  was  not  at  all  improved,  and 
that  the  condition  in  which  it  was  sent  to 
oar  markets  now  was  as  bad  as  before  the 
American  war  broke  out.  Now  why,  he 
should  like  to  know,  was  that  the  case  ? 
He  maintained  that  it  was  because  of  the 
poverty  of  the  ryots  in  India,  and  the 
want  of  a  superior  class  of  agriculturists 
to  onltivate  the  plant ;  nor  oould  tiiat  state 
of  things  be  remedied  so  long  as  agricnl* 
ture  was  starred.  Kow,  how  came  it  to  pass 
that  such  was  tlie  pontum  in  which  agri- 
culture in  India  was  placed }  It  was 
owing  to  the  refbsal  of  flie  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  to  alter  the  tenure  of 
the  soil,  BO  that  lite  large  amount  of 
capital  which  was  accumulated  was  not 
laid  ont  in  agricultural  improvement. 
Would  any  hon.  Member  whom  he  ad- 
dressed, he  would  ask,  erect  farm  build- 
ings on  land,  held  under  the  Govern- 
meut  on  a  thirty  years'  tenure,  and  with 
no  certainty  that  his  rent  might  not  at  the 
expiration  of  that  period  be  increased  to 
any  amount  the  Government  might  please 
to  name }  Could  money  be  borrowed  on 
land  in  England,  if  the  Qovemment  hap- 
pened to  have  a  rent-charge  on  it  of  30  or 
40  per  cent  ?  Fabulous  accounts  had 
reached  us  of  the  wealth  which  had  re- 
cently been  accumulated  in  Bombayi  where 
silver  was  used  by  some  of  the  natives  in 
making  tires  for  the  wheels  of  their  chariots 
and  where  bobble  companies  were  spring- 
ing up  in  every  direction.  Nothing,  how- 
ever, was  heard  of  the  api^ioati<m  of 
capital  to  the  Mnl,  which  was  at  the  root 
of  the  improvement  of  the  quality  of  the 
cotton  produced.  The  consequence  would 
bcj  as  he  bad  said  before,  a  fall  in  the  value 
of  Indian  cotton  whenever  the  American 
war  ceased,  and  a  consequent  increased 
deficit.  He  had  made  tiiese  observations 
because  he  had  deemed  it  to  be  his  duty,  as 
a  liberal  Member  of  Parliament,  to  speak 
out  his  mind,  and  to  express  his  regret  that 
they  who  were  called  the  puty  of  progress 
should,  while  they  refused  to  alter  the 
qualifications  of  the  electoral  body,  also 
hesitate  to  carry  ont  other  important  social 
reforms.  TJnfortnnately,  as  things  at  present 
stood,  we  had  one  portion  of  onr  Ministers 
o]^[weedto  all  eccmastioal  tvSoxm,  another 


to  all  electoral  reform,  while  the  Itadioals 
in  the  Ministry  were  quite  content  with  the 
honour  of  being  sleepng  partners.  There 
was  a  party  in  America  called  the  "  Know 
Nothings,"  and  the  great  Liberal  party  in 
that  House  might,  he  tiionght,  very  appro- 
priately be  called  the  "  Do  Nothings."  He 
should  wish  to  see  the  stigma  implied  in 
such  an  appellation  removed  from  them, 
BO  that  they  might  when  they  went  to  the 
hustings  be  able  to  point  to  work  really 
done,  instead  of  relying  on  the  unmeaning 
cry  of  "  Falmerston  fbr  ever  !  No  politics 
and  no  principles !  *' 

M£.  R.  LONG  said,  he  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  ofiering  any  special  criti- 
cism on  tiie  speeches  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
who  moved,  and  the  hon.  and  gallant 
lumber  who  seconded  the  Addrns,  for 
in  some  of  their  remarks  he  was  sure  both 
sides  of  the  House  would  concur,  more 
especially  in  the  hope  expressed  by  the 
gdlant  Member  fbr  the  Montgomeryshire 
Bui^hs,  that  ere  long  Her  Most  Qracions 
Majesty  might  again  gladden  by  her  pre- 
sence tiie  hearts  of  her  snbject«  on  those 
occasions  on  which  her  presence  added  so 
much  to  the  solemnity  of  the  ceremonial. 
He  was,  however,  not  at  all  siirprised  at 
those  shortcomings  on  the  part  of  his  poli- 
tical leaders  of  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Foole  (Mr.  H.  Seymour)  so  feelingly  com- 
plained. Nobody,  he  thought,  who  had 
studied  the  history  of  the  Whig  party, 
oould  have  failed  to  ]»erceive  that  there 
was  a  melancholy  consistency  in  the  line 
of  conduct  whidi  they  pursued.  Their 
policy  seemed  to  be  based  on  a  aeries  of 
pledges  loosely  g^ven  and  instantaneonaly 
broken.  They  were  in  the  habit  of  rais- 
ing the  wind  in  any  way  that  beet  suited 
their  purpose,  and  filling  their  suls  with 
what  some  of  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  Treasury  Bench  termed  the  spirit 
of  the  age,  and  then  leaving  it  to  o^ers 
to  fulfil  the  promises  which  they  had 
made,  forgetting  "reform,"  "economy," 
"retrenchment" — those  big  words  by  the 
use  of  which  they  had  won  their  way  to 
place.  Indeed,  it  often  occurred  to  him 
that  a  good  description  of  a  Whig  in  office 
was  "  an  ugly  dog  well  muzzled."  But 
there  were  other  causes  of  complaint  than 
those  which  had  been  urged  against  them 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Poole  (Mr.  Henry 
Seymour).  The  agricultural  constituen- 
cies  might,  he  thought,  very  fairly  fed 
somewhat  indignant  that  no  notice  was 
taken  in  the  Speech  of  the  difficulties 
against  vhioh  th^  had  so  ieiig  stnujeled, 
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and  that  no  alliuioa  was  made  to  a  Bubjeot 
Trhich  now  attracted  bo  much  of  public 
notice— be  meant  tbe  abolition  of  the 
malt  tax.  He  was  not  going  at  preeent 
to  enter  upon  tbat  question,  because  it 
would  be  brought  bd%>re  thrai  shortly  in 
a  definite  fonn.  He  believed  tbat  one  of 
the  best  measures  which  oould  be  passed 
for  agriculturistB  would  be  one  giving  to 
large  tenant-fonners  a  control  over  the 
local  taxation  of  their  coonties.  But, 
passing  from  that  point,  he  wished  to  say 
a  few  words  on  tiie  subject  of  Ireland. 
He  was  not,  he  must  confess,  surprised 
tbat  the  hon.  Uember  for  Cork  (Ur. 
Scully)  should  bare  taken  exception  to 
tbe  way  in  which  that  country  bad  been 
mentioned  by.  Her  Majesty's  Ministers. 
He  (Mr.  B.  Long}  had  spent  last  winter 
in  Ireland  with  the  view  of  making  him- 
self acquainted  with  its  position,  and 
ascertaining  how  it  came  to  pass  that, 
while  England  was  basking  in  the  sun- 
shine of  prosperity,  the  Irish  people 
should  be  in  a  state  of  tlie  most  appdhng 
destitution.  He  felt  so  horrified  at  the 
state  of  the  country  that  he  was  unable 
adequately  to  express  his  indignation. 
People  among  the  noblest  on  God's  earth 
had  been  so  reduced  and  degraded,  he 
beliered  in  his  conscience,  by  English 
legislation ;  and,  if  legislation  were  answer* 
able  for  these  results,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  for  thirty  years  it  had  been  in 
the  hands  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
As  an  English  country  Gentleman,  he  felt 
ashamed  of  things  as  they  were ;  bo 
wished  he  could  ohange  them,  but  he 
must  wash  his  hands  of  any  responsibility 
for  bringing  them  about.  Every  man  of 
common  sense,  whatever  his  creed  or 
political  (ntinions,  on  spending  a  short 
time  in  Irdand^  must  see  that  absenteeism 
was  the  curse  of  the  country,  and  that  all 
possible  measures  onght  to  be  adopted  to 
remove  it  If  hon.  Members  believed 
that  penal  l^dation  would  be  efiectual 
in  working  a  cure,  he  should  be  prepared 
to  vote  for  penal  legislation.  laugh.'\ 
He  agreed  with  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
laughed— he  did  not  believe  that  penal 
legislation  would  be  the  best  mode. 
There  were  two  methods  of  treatment 
— the  cold  wind  and  the  warm  sun. 
For  his  part,  he  preferred  the  warm  sun. 
The  other  day  there  had  been  the  finest 
opportunity  of  giving  a  severe  blow  to 
the  absentee  system,  and  Government 
should  have  avuled  themselves  of  it; 
not  to  atwlish  the  Lord  lientenanoy,  aa 
VOL.  OLZZyil.  [XBIBD  sum.] 


one  hon.  Gentleman  had  suggested,  but  to 
absorb  &e  Lord  Lieutenancy  in  Boyal^ 
itself  by  sending  over  the  Prince  wales. 
rZotfj^Mir.]  He  did  not  see  anything  to 
faugh  at  in  the  propositifm  that  a  member 
of  the  Bo^al  Family  ^oold  tkke  up  his 
residence  m  lieland  for  two  or  three 
months  in  every  year.  How  did  the 
House  suppose  that  loyalty  was  kept 
alive  in  the  hearts  of  a  nation?  This 
much  he  ventured  to  declare — that  if  the 
residences  of  Boyalty  in  England  were  as 
infrequent  as  they  were  in  Ireland,  Eng- 
land would  be  the  most  disloyal  country 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  If  otice  had  been 
given  by  an  hon.  Member  of  his  intention 
to  discuss  the  condition  of  Ireland  at 
length,  and  therefore  he  (MV.  B.  Long) 
should  not  attempt  to  do  so  on  the  present 
occasion.  It  was  only  his  warm  love  for 
the  country  and  close  connection  with  it 
that  emboldened  him  to  offer,  what  he 
should  not  otherwise  think  of  doing,  the 
experience  gained  by  a  few  months'  resi- 
dence in  that  country.  He  would  support 
sny  measure,  come  from  what  side  of  t^ 
House  it  might,  that  would  benefit  Irdand. 
He  did  not  care  wheQier  an  TTltramontane 
or  a  Protestant  proposed  it.  He  would  sup- 
port any  propwal  that  would  benefit  that 
sadly  debased  people — debased,  he  meant, 
by  the  effects  of  legislation,  and  not  in 
any  other  sense.  But  such  measures  most 
be  well  considered;  they  must  not  be  con- 
fined to  careering  over  the  country,  making 
Protestant  speeches  at  EnniskilleD,  or  de- 
claring that  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  did 
"  not  care  three  rows  of  pins  for  Dr.  Cul- 
len."  What  Ireland  wanted  was  a  go- 
vernment strong  enough  to  be  jus^  and 
just  enough  to  be  strong.  Had  Uie  right 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Bobert  Peel)  shown  that 
he  really  dM  not  fear  Br.  Cullen  and  lus 
party,  by  upholding  in  Dnbim  the  Fttrfy 
Emblems  Act,  whi<^  the  Government  were 
BO  fond  of  enforcing  in  Belfast  ?  Had  he 
refused  to  allow  Dublin  to  be  given  up  to 
a  mob,  the  worst  and  wildest  in  that  city, 
he  should  have  felt  much  more  confidence 
in  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  administration 
as  Chief  Secretary,  in  his  professions  of  de- 
sire to  benefit  Ireland,  and  in  his  regard  for 
the  supremacy  of  English  law,  and  desire 
that  the  laws  should  be  impartially  admi- 
nistered. He  had  not  any  great  hope  that 
by  a  Whig  Government  much  would  be 
done  for  Ireland.  The  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  tbe  Government  had  been  some- 
thing like  fifty  years  in  office,^d  what 
had  been  ever  donO[|§|fiM?fet)S^^ 
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might  be  aooompliahed  by  the  ride  of  the 
House  opposed  to  his  Qorernment  were  it 
in  power  was  a  different  question,  yet  to  be 
Bolred.  He  (Mr.  B.  Long)  had  defuaredhis 
readiness  to  accept  any  measure  bniefioial 
to  Irdand,  come  from  what  part  of  the 
House  it  might ;  but  he  hoped  Ihia  would 
not  be  eonitnied  into  any  raoommeudalaon 
or  recognition  of  the  alliance  which  was 
said  to  exist  between  the  ConserratiTe 
leaders  and  the  Ultramontane  party.  If 
he  wiRhed  to  give  adrice  utterly  destruc- 
tive of  the  hopes  of  that  party  ever  to 
govern  the  onnntry,  he  should  counsel 
them  to  lend  themselves  to  the  scheme  of 
an  Ultramontane  alliance.  Rut  in  the 
pariicular  object  of  which  he  was  now 
speaking,  th^e  was  room  enougli  for  all ; 
and  being  from  his  position  utterly  re- 
moved from  the  suspicion  of  wishing  to 
make  [lolitical  capital  in  Ireland,  he  re 
newed  his  declaration  that  a  project,  come 
from  where  it  might,  to  benefit  that 
country  should  have  his  warmest  support. 

Ma.  SCOURFIELU  said,  he  trusted 
that  the  statement  in  the  Boyal  Speech 
that  the  Estimates  bad  been  framed  with 
a  due  r^ard  to  the  effioienoy  of  the  public 
service  as  well  aa  eoonomioally,  would 
tnm  ont  to  be  quite  aoourate ;  because  he 
was  afraid  that  in  the  run  for  popularity, 
which  would  shortly  come  between  the 
two  parties,  the  efficiency  of  the  public 
service  might  be  sacrificed  to  economical 
views,  and  a  desire  unduly  to  remit  taxa- 
tion. He  was  induced  to  say  this,  be- 
cause recently  important  nadonal  works 
in  the  shape  of  fortifications  at  Milford 
Haven  had  been  stopped,  and  much  dis- 
appointment was  felt  at  the  withdrawal  of 
the  military  force  in  that  quarter.  He 
did  not  mean  to  criticise  military  arrange- 
ments, but  he  thought  a  great  mistake 
would  be  committed  if  Volunteers,  instead 
of  being  considered  as  an  addition  to  onr 
military  force,  were  regarded  as  a  aabsti- 
tate  for  it 

Kb.  MAGTTIRE  said,  he  could  not 
agree  with  that  portion  of  Her  Uajesty's 
Speech  whidi  included  Ireland  in  its  de- 
scription of  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
kingdom.  He  had  always  been  foremost 
in  urging  upon  his  countrymen  the  duty 
and  necesu^  of  self-reliance ;  for  he  was 
convinced  that,  whatever  Government 
might  do,  nothing  effectual  could  be  done 
for  the  salvation  of  Ireland  unless  Irish- 
men depended  on  themselves.  But  it  was 
idle  for  Oovemment  officials  and  pamphle- 
teers to  taunt  Irishmen  with  want  of  self- 


reliance,  and  to  assume  that  Qovemment 
had  no  responribility  whatever  in  the 
matter.  While  he  put  a  large  share  of 
the  responsibility  on  the  natural  leaders 
of  the  people,  he  did  assert  tiiat  a  larger 
share  belonged  to  tite  Government,  and 
one  from  which  the  Government  eoald 
not  escape.  Govemmenta,  whether  Whig 
or  Tory,  were  too  much  inolined  to  go  into 
partnership  with  Providence  in  these  mat> 
ters.  If  harvests  were  favourable  and 
abundant,  the  Ministry  took  credit  for 
good  government,  and  the  consequent  con< 
teiitment  of  the  people.  If  the  harvest 
were  bad  and  deficient,  the  favourite 
course,  apparently,  was  to  deny  the  fact. 
For  three  years  be  had  ineffectually  strug- 
gled to  get  the  Chief  Secretary  to  admit 
the  existence  of  distress  in'  Ireland.  The 
faou.  Member  for  Foole  (Mr.  Henry  Sey- 
mour) had  asked  a  question  which  was 
most  pregnant  with  regard  to  India,  but 
was  equally  so  with  respect  to  Ireland. 
"  What,"  said  the  hon.  Gentleman,  "  will 
the  ryots  be  indnoed  to  build  form-houses 
and  make  form  improvementa  with  leasee 
of  only  thirty  years,  and  those  leases  hdd 
under  the  Government?  Xot  at  all,  be- 
cause  they  will  be  afrwd  that  the  Govorn- 
ment  wiU  raise  the  rent  at  the  end  of 
thirty  years."  But  what  was  the  condi- 
tion of  the  ryots  of  Ireland  ?  Had  they 
leases  for  thirty  years  ?  Why,  nine-tenths 
of  the  tenant-farmers  of  Ireland,  who  were 
the  ryots  in  this  part  of  the  worid,  had  no 
leases  at  all,  and  there  was  no  law  unless 
one  so  nif^rd  and  vexatious  thttt  they 
could  not  put  that  foith  in  it  that  would 
induce  them  to  make  improvements,  or 
compensate  them  if  those  improvements 
were  stolen  from  them.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Chippenham  (Mr.  Long)  stated  that 
he  had  been  alarmed  and  horrified  at  the 
oondition  of  Ireland.  If  an  Irish  Member 
had  used  that  language  it  would  be  said 
that  he  had  ezaggosted  tiie  state  of  the 
case.  He  mnst,  however,  remark  that  the 
eause  of  the  misery  which  was  going  on 
in  Irdand  was  not  traceable  to  tiie  viola- 
tion of  the  Party  Emblems  Act,  it  was  not 
traceable  to  religions  differences,  or  to  non- 
residence  of  a  member  of  Uie  Bo^  Family; 
but  it  was  traceable  to  t^e  want  of  large, 
liberal,  and  generous  laws,  which  would 
stimulate  the  ene^es  of  the  people,  and 
give  them  such  a  hope  in  the  prosperity 
of  their  country  that  the  attractions  of 
America  would  gradually  fode  from  the 
national  virion.  Daring  ti^e  last  .year 
120,000  people  h4(lbffi9«W^CdO^|lbm 
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Ireland  to  a  conntry  in  vhioh  trade  was 
b«d,  commerce  intermpted,  and  war  rapng, 
and  all  that  notwithstandiag  the  diminu- 
tion of  the  Irish  population.  Kow*  did 
not  that  fact  show  the  existence  of  some- 
thing wrong  which  the  Goremment  ought 
to  endeavour  to  remove  ?  If  the  Govern- 
ment, if  not  in  this  at  least  in  the  next 
Parliament,  took  up  this  matter  they  would 
hare  the  ^wer  to  Bave  the  country  and 
stop  the  tide  of  emigration,  which  was 
carrying  away  not  merely  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  Ireland,  but  a  great  deal  of  the 
strength  and  power  of  the  Empire.  He 
knew  a  case  in  which  the  whole  eide  of 
a  county  had  been  in  the  hands  of  two 
proprietors  who  gave  neither  leases  nor 
encouragement*  and  on  one  estate  the 
habit  was  to  ke^  the  tenants  in  constant 
terror  of  notice  to  quit.  Fortunately  those 
estates  were  purohased  by  persons  of  a 
dif^«nt  mind,  who  gave  wwral  leases, 
and  in  one  month  after  the  leases  were 
ngned  money  which  was  never  thought  to 
exist  began  to  show  itself  in  improve- 
ments. One  of  the  tenants  fell  ill  and 
sent  for  the  doctor  from  Skibbereen. 
"  Oh,  doctor,"  said  he,  "  'twas  that  cousin 
of  yours  in  Cork  that  destroyed  me.  When 
I  was  tenant  of  Mr.  So-and-So  and 
had  no  lease  I  did  not  care  much  what 
became  of  the  land.  But  when  we  got 
leases  for  ninety-nine  years  from  your 
consin,  the  new  agent,  all  the  tenants  fell 
to  work,  and  I  was  up  to  my  middle  in 
water  trying  to  drain  the  lauds,  and  so  I 
caught  uie  rheumatism.  'Tib  your  cousin 
I  blame  for  it  all."  He  (Mr.  Maguire) 
spoke  with  the  AiU  weight  of  responsi- 
bility. In  his  own  city  he  had  been  iu- 
trusted  with  the  preservation  of  the  peace 
for  three  years*  and  had  done  his  best  to 
set  an  example.  But  if  it  were  the  last 
time  that  he  was  to  stand  on  the  floor  of 
that  House  he  would  raise  his  warning 
voice  in  no  exaggerated  words,  but  solemnly 
and  sincerely;  and  declare,  on  the  authority 
of  those  who  felt  the  pulse  of  the  people 
of  Ireland,  that  there  was  such  discontent 
and  dissatisfaction  in  that  country  that 
nothing  but  just  laws  could  turn  the  hearts 
of  the  people  towards  the  Government. 
The  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  deplored 
the  other  day  that  the  people  were  leaviog 
the  country  and  carrying  with  them  to 
another  land  a  feeling  of  hostQity  towards 
England.  He  (ICr,  Maguire)  saw  before 
him  the  man  who  before  long  would  lead 
the  ^reat  Liberal  party*  and  he  appealed 
to  him  and  to  those  on  the  other  (the 


Ministerial)  side  of  the  House  not  to  shirk 
this  question.  The  interests  of  India  were 
important,  but  the  intcn«sts  of  Ireland 
were  more  important  still.  The  Lord 
Lieatenant  had  ^oken  rightly  when  he 
said  that  the  feelings  which  the  Irish 
people  carried  across  the  Atlantic  would 
influence  the  policy  of  American  states* 
men.  The  number  of  Irishmen  by  descent 
or  birth  in  the  Northern  and  Southern 
States  of  America  was  equal  to  the  entire 
population  of  Ireland ;  and,  energetic  as 
they  were,  and  animated  by  a  hatred  of 
Eugland,  into  what  calamities  might  they 
not  be  the  means  of  precipitating  the  two 
countries?  Now  he,  as  a  man  wishing 
for  the  prosperity  of  his  own  country,  and 
that  no  hostile  foot  might  ever  stand  upon 
its  soil*  was  anxious  that  the  statennen  of 
England  should  look  a  little  nearer*  and, 
wiUiout  troubling  themselves  so  muoh 
about  disorders  abroad*  try  to  heal  the 
sore  which  was  in  the  very  bosom  and 
heart  of  the  Empire.  Let  not  the  hon. 
Member  for  Chippenham  (Mr.  B.  Long] 
believe  that  the  visit  of  Her  Majesty, 
welcome  as  that  would  be,  would  heal 
the  wounds  of  Ireland.  That  would  be 
merely  applying  a  hit  of  Court  plaister 
over  a  deep  ulcer.  The  people  would  be 
glad  to  see  Her  Majesty,  but,  starving  as 
many  of  them  were,  and  hopeless  of  im- 
provement* thOT  did  not  want  the  mere 
sunshine  of  Koyalty  or  the  glitter  of 
courtly  pageantry.  What  they  did  want 
was  just  laws.  Let  the  House  give  them 
just  laws  that  would  liberate  the  arms  of 
the  people^  and  |^ve  them  a  field  for  their 
exertion. 

Mb.  B.  LOKG  explmned  that  he  had 
adverted  to  absenteeism  as  the  worst  evil 
in  the  social  condition  of  Ireland,  and  that 
he  regarded  the  occasional  residence  of  a 
member  of  the  Boyal  Family  in  that 
country  as  a  means  of  correcting  that  evil. 

SiE  ROBERT  PEEL  :  There  can  be  no 
doubt.  Sir,  that  the  question  which  has 
been  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Dun- 
garvan  (Mr.Maguire)  requires  more  length- 
ened consideration  than  it  can  receive  on 
the  present  occasion.  I  was  very  much 
struck  by  an  obserration  which  fell  from 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Cork  (Mr. 
Scully),  that  English  Members  knew  very 
little  about  Ireland ;  and,  after  listening  to 
the  speeches  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Chip- 
penham (Mr.  B.  Long),  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Poole  (Mr.  H.  Seymour),  the  obser- 
vation was  still  more  forcibly*  imMesst  d 
upon  my  mind»  Hlmti^bv  ^fit^h^uS 
I)  2 
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Foole  may  or  may  not  have  been  in  Treland, 
but  he  proclaimed  that  the  Government  of 
that  country  waa  the  worst  of  any  civilized 
nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  clearly 
indicating  that  he  can  know  nothing  of 
the  GoTemraent  of  that  country.  As 
regards  the  observations  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Chippenham,  I  should  be  sorry  to 
accept  the  picture  drawn  by  him.  I  believe 
he  limited  his  vision  to  the  confines  of  the 
county  of  Wicklow.  [Kr.  R.  Lono :  No, 
no !  ]  Wellf  then,  he  visited  other  parte 
of  Ireland,  and  he  said  that  the  cxmdition 
of  the  country  was  most  appalling.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Dungarvan  refused  to 
give  his  adhesion  to  that  statement. 

Mb  MAGUIKE  said,  he  must  beg  to 
explain.  He  had  simply  said,  that  if  an 
Irish  Member  had  indulged  in  language  of 
the  same  description  he  would  have  been 
charged  with  exagKeratton. 

Sib  EGBERT  PEEL:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Chippenham  stated  to  this  House 
that  the  Irish  people  were  a  debased  and 
mutilated  people.  I  ask  whether  that  is 
not  language  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dungarvan  would  repudiate  as  exaggera- 
tion. What  were  the  remarks  that  fell 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Chippenham, 
this  new  champion  of  Irish  nationality  ? 
He  said  that  the  state  of  Ireland  was  a 
disgrace  to  the  world,  and  that  for  the 
last  thirty  years  the  party  represented  by 
the  present  Government  have  had  the 
administration  of  the  country,  and  that  all 
the  laws  have  emanated  from  them.  But 
the  hon.  Mfmber.  and  those  who  sit  on 
the  same  side  of  the  House,  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  suggesting  legislation  for 
Ireland.  Why  did  they  not  do  so?  What 
does  the  hon.  Member  propose  ?  He  says 
that  the  remedy  for  the  state  of  things  in 
Irelnnd  is  not  to  have  the  Lonl  Lieute- 
nant there,  but  to  pass  penal  laws  against 
absenteeism,  and  force  the  Prince  of  Wales 
to  live  there.  I  put  it  to  the  House  whe- 
ther, if  the  state  of  Ireland  is  such  as  tho 
hon.  Gentleman  describes,  the  pre»et)oe  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales  can  be  in  any  degree 
serviceable.  It  would  be  more  like  con- 
demning him  to  transportation  and  penal 
servitude.  I  am  prepared  in  any  debate 
which  may  take  place  not  only  to  vindi- 
cate the  conduct  of  the  Government,  but 
to  show  that  the  condition  of  the  country 
has  greatly  improved.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Cork  (Mr.  Scully)  found  fault  with  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne.  He  said  it  would 
have  been  better  not  to  have  alluded  to 
Treland  at  all,  and  declared  that  it  was  a 


provocation  to  allude  to  the  gleam  of  sun  • 
shine  and  hope  now  visible  in  that  coun- 
try. But,  observe  the  difficult  position 
in  which  the  Government  are  placed,  1 
recollect  that  in  1860  no  allusion  was 
made  to  Ireland  in  the  Queen's  Speech, 
and  then  it  was  said  that  Ireland  ought  to 
have  been  mentioned.  And  now,  when 
we  do  allude  to  Ireland  and  its  improved 
condition,  we  are  told  that  it  is  a  pro- 
vocation which  ought  not  to  have  been 
given.  I  maintain  that  there  is  an  evi- 
dent improvement  in  the  enterorise  and 
the  condition  of  tiie  people,  and  that  the 
Government  are,  therefore,  perfectly  jus- 
tified in  referring  to  the  advantage  Ireland 
has  derived  irom  her  share  in  the  good 
harvest,  and  to  the  extension  of  her  trade 
and  manufactures.  I  believe  that  the 
statement  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dungarvan  as  to  the  numbers  who  have 
left  Ireland  during  the  past  year  is 
not  exactly  correct.  No  doubt  emigra- 
tion still  continues  to  a  large  extent.  The 
hon.  Member,  however,  said  that  120,000 
persons  had  left  the  Irish  shores  since  the 
last  year.  Now,  the  statistics  show  that 
then  has  been  a  diminution  of  emigration 
in  1864  as  compared  with  1863.  In  1862 
there  were  about  70,000  emigrants;  in 
1863,  117,000  ;  while  last  year,  1864,  the 
number  -waa  only  114,000,  showing  a 
diminution,  although  a  small  one.  in  the 
number  of  persons  leaving  the  country. 
It  would,  however,  be  wrong  to  suppose 
that  the  population  of  Ireland  has  been 
diminishing  in  proportion  to  the  numbers 
who  hove  left  it.  Since  the  Census  of 
1861,  up  to  the  present  date,  more  than 
350.000  persons  have  undoubtedly  left  the 
soil  of  Ireland  with  the  intention  of  not 
returning  to  it.  According  to  the  latest 
statistics,  however,  the  population  of  Ire- 
land has  dimini^ed  by  only  128,000, 
the  difference  being  due  to  the  increase  of 
births  over  deaths.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Dungarvan  referred  to  the  wide-spread 
distress  that  existed  in  Ireland,  but  the 
in&rmaUon  we  receive  does  not  bear  out 
that  statement.  The  only  district  in  Ire- 
land in  which  distress  can  be  said  to  have 
existed  during  the  last  three  months  has 
been  the  connty  of  Galway.  There  have 
been,  no  doubt,  much  pressure,  suffering, 
and  want  of  employment  there  on  the 
part  of  the  poor ;  hut  the  inhabitants  have 
contributed  funds  and  have  provided  em- 
ployment for  300  or  400  persons  on  public 
works.  It  is  worthy  of  observation,  that 
although  the  JJmoj^^i^^^^%(^^^^^j 
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provides  accommodation  for  more  than  | 
1,000  persons,  yet,  according  to  the  last 
Betara,  there  were  only  520  persona  in  the 
hoase,  and  on  the  14th  of  January  there 
were  only  fire  persons  in  receipt  of  out- 
door relief.  This  does  not  indicate  so 
gloomy  a  state  of  things  as  some  are  in- 
clined to  suppose ;  and  I  trust  it  will  be 
fbond  before  long  that  this  partial  distress 
has  been  relieved.  There  has  been  a  vast 
improvement  in  the  returns  of  agricultu- 
ral produce  in  Ireland  during  the  last 

J 'ear.  It  is  an  undoubted  foct  Hi&t  Ire- 
and  has  passed  through  three  very  serious 
and  distr^ing  years,  but  last  year  was 
one  of  improvement  and  promise.  There 
has  recently  been  a  movement  in  Ireland 
to  which  the  Gbvemment  have  given  a 
considerable  impetus.  During  the  past 
year  the  occupiers  of  land  have  been 
urged  to  sow  their  ground  with  flax,  and 
what  has  been  the  result?  Nearly  100,000 
more  acres  have  been  under  flax  cultiva- 
tion than  in  the  year  previous.  During 
the  past  year  there  have  been  over  300,000 
acres  under  the  flax  crop.  Let  me  put 
the  value  of  that  to  the  House  in  three 
sentences.  In  Ireland  the  flax  is  worth 
abottt  7«.  Gd.  per  stone,  so  that  the  in- 
triusic  value  of  300,000  acres  of  that 
crop  when  brought  to  market  is  over 
£4,000,000.  I  the  faon.  Oeutleman 
who  drew  so  pathetic  a  picture  of  the 
state  of  Ifae  country  whether  this  is  not 
an  indication  of  the  advancing  prosperity 
of  Ireland  ?  Then  there  is  a  large  num- 
ber of  people  employed  in  the  manufacture 
of  linen,  and  a  large  number  also  engaged 
at  wonted  work.  I  contend,  therefore, 
that,  apart  from  this  distress  in  Oalway,  I 
am  justified  in  saying  that  the  condition 
of  Ireland  is  one  of  improvement.  Look 
at  the  returns  for  the  various  ports — Dub- 
lin, Cork,  Belfast,  and  Londonderry,  and 
they  afford  evidence  of  this  improvement. 
I  wilt  not  enter  into  details  on  the  subject 
this  evening,  because  I  shall  have  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  so  on  an  early  occasion ; 
bat  referring  to  a  speech  recently  made 
1^  the  right  hon.  6«itlemaa  the  Member 
for  limerick  (Ur.  If  onsell),  and  directing 
the  attention  of  hon.  Members  to  that 
speech,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  I 
mould  prefer  to  rely  on  the  opinion  of 
that  right  hon.  GenUeman  as  to  the  in- 
creasing prosperity  and  hopefulness  of  the 
condition  of  Ireland,  rather  than  on  the 
views  entertained  either  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Poole,  or  tiie  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Obippenham. 


I  am  convinced  that  there  is  a  spirit  of 
enterprise  now  becoming  manifest  in  Ire- 
land ;  that  there  is  an  improved  feeling 
as  regards  what  may  be  effected  for  the 
country,  which  justifies  our  best  hopes  for 
the  future ;  and  I  only  hope  that,  during 
the  preseut  year,  we  may  see  the  prospects 
of  the  past  year  even  improving,  and  that 
after  the  three  years*  suffering  which  she 
has  just  undergone,  Ireland  may  arrive  at 
that  position  to  which  certainly  she  was 
advancing  before  the  date  of  those  disas- 
trous years. 

LoBn  FEBMOY  said,  he  did  not  at  all 
agree  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Poole 
(Mr.  E.  S^monr)  in  thinking  that  the 
last  Session  of  a  Parliament  was  the 
proper  time  for  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  bring  in  a  B«form  Bill.  In 
common  with  hon.  Gentlemen  who  had 
spoken  in  support  of  the  Government, 
he  deplored  the  fact  that  the  Government 
and  the  House  had  not  at  an  earlier 
period  of  the  existence  of  the  present 
Parliament  grappled  with  the  question 
of  Reform.  There  had,  indeed,  been 
many  other  important  questions  to  con- 
sider, and  the  country  also  had  been 
apathetic  :-~but  if  the  question  were 
mooted  just  when  Parliament  woe  about 
to  bo  dissolved  it  would  be  dropped, 
as  it  had  been  dropped  before.  He 
^onld  much  prefer  a  measare  being  de- 
liberately brought  forward  after  the  ques- 
tion had  been  fully  discussed  at  the 
hustings.  To  introduce  a  measure  now 
would  lay  the  House  open  to  a  charge  of 
insincerity  on  the  part  of  those  constitu- 
ents who  were  about  to  be  appealed  to. 
Some  very  able  and  also  some  very  singu- 
lar speeches  had  been  made  that  night  on 
the  subject  of  Ireland,  which  showed  the 
growing  interest  with  which  the  affairs  of 
that  country  were  regarded.  The  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Chippenham  (Mr. 
Long)  did  as  much  credit  to  his  head  as 
it  did  to  his  heart.  But  on  this  question 
of  Ireland,  he  (Lord  Fermoy)  regretted 
that  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  (nhich 
was  said  always  to  be  made  up  piecemeal 
by  respective  Cabinet  Ministers)  should 
contain  exaggwttions  as  to  the  state  of 
that  country.  It  was  going  beyond  the 
fact  to  state  there  had  been  a  really  good 
harvest  in  Ireland.  He  felt  quite  assured 
that  the  paragraph  as  to  Ireland  had  not 
been  furnished  by  the  very  able  and  in- 
telligent nobleman  who  had  recently  gone 
over  to  Ireland  as  Lord  Lieutenant,  for 
his  ExceUenor  was  ffiplJWS©rftSM^ 
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practical  nuDd  to  plumb  the  state  of  the 
country;  and  no  one  who  had  any  ineaiiB 
of  blowing  ttie  exact  trnth  would  state 
fhat  the  last  harvest  in  Ireland,  looldag 
at  it  as  a  whole,  was  a  good  one,  or  that 
the  country  itself  was  in  a  state  of  any- 
thing like  prosperity.  There  had  pre- 
vioouy  been  three  Tery  had  harvests, 
three  of  the  worst  ever  seen  in  Ireland, 
and,  as  compared  with  those,  the  last 
might  be  called  a  good  one ;  but,  taken  by 
itself,  it  was  not  more  than  an  average  one. 
The  wheat  crop  was  only  about  two-thirds 
of  an  average  one,  while  the  price,  which 
had  formerly  been  as  mndi  as  SOi.  and  35«. 
per  sack  of  twenty  stone,  was  only  21«. 
As  to  oats,  there  had  never  at  any  time 
been  so  bad  a  crop  as  that  cut  last  harvest. 
BarlOT  was  an  average  crop,  but  the  price 
was  low.  Turnips,  now  an  important 
portion  of  the  Irish  harvest,  was  next  to 
a  total  ftilure ;  there  was  not  anything 
like  the  third  of  an  average  crop.  The 
people  could  not  have  borne  up  against 
the  shortcomings  of  the  other  kinds  of 
produce,  only  the  potatoes  were  a  good 
crop.  For  milk  and  butter,  especially 
butter,  very  high  prices  had  been  got ; 
but,  on  the  whole,  the  harvest  was 
not  more  than  an  average  one.  Except 
for  that,  there  would  he  no  sign  of 

Prosperity  among  the  agriculturists  of 
reland.  Reference  had  been  made  to 
the  west  of  Ireland,  and  to  Galway  espe- 
cially, with  which  he  was  well  acquainted, 
although  he  was  not  connected  with  it  by 
any  ties  of  property.  He  ihoiu;ht  the 
n'l^t  boD.  Bfuronet  dealt  in  too  offhand  a 
manner  with  the  question  of  distreu  in 
Oalway.  At  this  moment  he  believed 
the  distress  there  was  poutively  appalling, 
and  t^ere  was  very  sinall  means  of  meet- 
ing it.  Statistics  were  very  good  in  mode- 
ration, but  they  were  apt  to  mislead  when 
appli^  without  a  practical  knowledge  of 
the  country.  His  right  hon.  Friend  argued 
that  the  distress  could  not  be  very  great, 
because  there  were  only  six  people  on  out- 
door relief  in  Galway  town.  He  denied 
that  that  was  any  criterion  of  the  destitu- 
tion. The  circumstances  of  the  place  were 
peculiar.  It  had  no  commerce,  and  a  large 
number  of  the  inhabitants  were  dependent 
on  fishing  for  a  precarioos  livelihood.  Kow, 
at  thie  moment,  as  he  was  informed  the 
poor  rate  in  that  unfortunate  town  was  no 
leas  than  in  the  pound — an  amount 
of  taxation  which  was  palpably  ruinous. 
Sorely,  then,  this  was  peculiarly  u  case  in 
which  the  Gbvemment  ought  to  interfore, 
Zm'd  Ftrwwy 


in  a  moderate  way,  to  relievo  the  distress. 
A  small  sum  expended  on  public  works 
would  be  of  great  service,  and  he  under- 
stood that  both  the  Custom  House  and  bar- 
racks were  falling  into  decay  and  needed 
repairs.  Let  the  helpless  people  be  set  to 
work  to  repair  them.  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  attached  great  importance  to 
the  increase  in  the  cultivation  of  dax  in 
Ireland.  Now  he  (Lord  Fermoy)  believed 
the  only  part  of  Ireland  in  which  pros- 
perity was  to  be  found  was  the  North,  in 
which  manufactures  were  united  with 
agriculture.  The  establishment  of  the 
dax  manufacture  had  undoubtedly  con- 
tributed to  the  prosperity  of  the  fforth; 
but  that  prosperity  had  been  the  growth  of 
years,  arising  from  the  people  having  be- 
come &miliari2ed  with  the  flax  manufac- 
ture. It  would  be  futile  and  useless  for 
statesmen  to  suppose  that  the  present  dis- 
tress could  be  alleviated  by  thia  introduc- 
tion of  the  flax  cultivation  to  other  parts 
of  Ireland.  Prosperity  arising  from  such 
cultivation  could  only  be  the  work  of  time, 
and  their  children  were  more  likely  to 
witness  it  than  themselves.  With  respect 
to  the  granting  of  ninety-nine  years'  leases, 
here  again  he  thought  tho  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  been  too  sanguine,  because  it 
would  take  a  long  time  to  induce  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Irish  landlords  to  accede  to 
such  a  proposal,  and  distress,  so  far  as 
alleviation  from  this  source  was  concerned, 
would  continue  in  the  meantime.  The 
real  method  of  making  Ireland  prosperoxu 
would  be  by  uniting  manufactures  with 
agriculture.  There  were  other  subsidiary 
means  of  helping  the  struggling  poor  of 
Ireland,  and  he  bought  the  Irish  railway 
companies  whoee  lines  ran  betwem  Dublin 
and  the  south  and  Galway  would  do  well 
to  imitate  the  practice  of  other  companies, 
and  make  concessions  as  to  the  back  car- 
riage of  empty  boxes.  This  would  be  a 
great  impetus  to  the  fish  and  provision 
trades,  where  the  dealers  could  not  afford 
such  expenses. 

Sm  FRANCIS  CROSSLEY  diflered 
altogether  from  some  of  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed both  by  the  noble  Lord  who  had 
just  sat  down  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dungarvon,  when  they  said  that  the  pros- 
peri^  of  Ireland  could  only  be  promoted 
by  eztoiding  the  mannfoctures  of  the 
north  to  every  other  part  of  the  country. 
He  said  that  that  was  imposnble.  We 
found  that  the  mannfiustorea  in  England 
were  more  or  less  concentrated  in  the 
north.  »  they  w«e^^^d^^^ 
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Ujma&otares  were  of  dow  grovth,  and 
required  a  long  time  to  establish  tiiem- 
seWes.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  Ireland 
had  taken  bo  good  a  position  as  regarded 
her  Unen  trade,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
as  long  as  they  perserered  in  that  manu- 
flietare  they  would  sacceed.  If  the  pros- 
per!^ of  Ireland  were  to  be  postponed 
until  the  manafaotares  of  the  north  were 
disseminated  throoghont  the  south,  the 
east,  and  the  west  of  that  country,  then 
they  would  never  see  her  prosperons.  He 
had  listened  with  attention  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dungarran,  but  had  not  been 
able  to  get  at  what  the  hon.  Member  was 
driving  at.  The  hon.  Member  complained 
of  the  bad  harrest^  and  emueqaent  du* 
trees  in  Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  had 
called  upon  the  House  to  do  justice  to 
Ireland ;  but  the  hen.  Qentleman  had  al- 
tc^ether  failed  to  inform  them  in  what 
way  they  had  done  injnetice  to  his  oonntry. 
If  that  were  stated,  then  there  could  be  an 
ottempt  made  to  remedy  it.  It  was  use- 
less to  complain  of  the  failure  of  certain 
crops.  If  the  turnip  crop  had  failed  that 
was  no  reason  for  accusing  this  country. 
We  had  had  also  failures  of  crops  in  this 
country ;  but  the  Knglish  farmers  did  not 
come  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  dry 
seasons  and  complain  that  Parliament  did 
not  give  them  rain.  He  must  differ  from 
the  noble  Lord  iu  respect  to  his  observa- 
tion npon  the  subject  of  a  new  Reform  Bill. 
He  (Sir  Francis  Groesley)  thought  it  much 
better  to  deal  with  the  question  in  the 
present  Sessien  than  to  postpone  it  until 
the  election  of  anew  Paruament ;  because 
we  know  how  reluctant  Members  were  to 
TOte  for  Reform  when  they  knew  that  the 
result  of  such  a  measure  would  be  to  send 
them  bock  to  their  constituents.  He 
therefore  thought  that  the  question  could 
be  considered  with  the  greatest  advantage 
in  the  present  Session,  when  there  was  no 
foreign  question  of  any  great  moment  to 
occupy  their  minds.  The  working  man 
wanted  a  share  in  the  representation  of  the 
oonntry,  and  he  would  never  rest  satisfied 
until  that  right  was  conceded  to  him,  nor 
ought  he  to  be. 

Kb.  KINOLAEE  said,  the  Goremment 
had.  siooe  the  prorogation  of  Kirliament, 
taken  a  step  which  was  of  very  consider- 
d>le  impntanee,  more  especially  in  as  far 
as  it  touched  our  friend^  relatums  with 
the  Goremment  of  Washii^ton.  It  would 
be  remembered,  that  on  the  last  day  of  the 
Session  he  had  the  honour  of  submitting 
totlie  HooN  iNne  condderations  on  the 


Bufajeot  of  the  then  proposed  recognition 
of  the  Imperial  QoTemment  of  Mexico ; 
and,  in  answer  to  his  representations,  the 
noble  Lord  (Yiscount  Fatraerston)  was  so 
good  as  to  make  a  statement  which  was 
worded  with  that  precision  which  hardly 
ever  deserted  him.  He  spoke,  he  be- 
lieved, with  an  •  accurate  recollection  of 
the  words.    The  noble  Lord  said — 

"  If  we  find  matters  still  ancertaio  and  a  war 
going  on  which  may  resnlt  one  way  or  the  other, 
we  should  say  that  is  not  a  state  of  things  whioh 
woald  justify  us  in  recognising  the  Archduke  td 
Austria  as  the  Emperor  of  Mexico." 

That  was  the  assurance  which  the  noble 
Lord  gave  to  the  House  in  the  month  of 
J ul^.  A  very  few  BKmths  afterwards,  Her 
Majesty's  QovNument  did  propose  to  re- 
cognise the  Archduke  of  Austria  as  the 
Emperor  of  Mexico.  Of  course,  he  was 
entitled  to  suppose,  and  he  still  supposed, 
that  Her  Majesty's  Govemment  must  have 
had  information  which  in  their  view  justi- 
fied them  in  taking  such  a  step  consistently 
with  the  assurance  which  they  had  given  to 
the  House.  But  he  observed  that,  shortly 
aflcr  the  actual  recognition  on  the  part  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  the  President 
of  the  TTnited  States  delivered  his  Message 
to  Congress,  in  which  he  distinctly  stated 
that  the  war  in  Mexico  was  still  raging. 
Here,  then,  were  two<^posite  authorities— 
Her  Majesty's  Government  recognisingthe 
Archduke  as  if  ihe  war  had  virtually  come 
to  an  end,  while  the  President  of  the 
0uited  States  informed  the  world  that  the 
war  was  still  going  on.  When  they  came 
to  inquire  which  of  these  authorities  was 
best  supported  by  ftwt,  ho  was  bound  to 
say  that  the  current  of  testimony  was  very 
strong  in  favour  of  the  statement  mi>de  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States, 
liardly  any  mail  came  from  that  part  of 
the  country  without  brioging  some  narra- 
tive corroborative  of  it.  Judging  from  the 
accounts  published  so  lately  as  December 
28th  by  an  organ  trusted  by  the  noble 
Lord  and  also  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment— he  meant  the  Morning  Pott — there 
could  be  no  doubt  the  campaign  was  going 
on  in  the  south  of  Mexico,  and  it  appeared 
that  the  French  had  met  with  a  very  se- 
rioua  reverse.  At  Ayucha,  the  capital  of 
one  of  the  States,  it  appeared  farther  that 
almost  the  wbde  of  the  southern  part  of 
Mexico  was  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
natives.  It  wastene  tliat  Monto^,  where 
Juarez  had  his  head  quarters,  was  lost, 
and  that  Masatlan  also  had  been  taken  ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  Ae^idee  had 
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won  by  the  Uexicana.  It  was  of  great 
importance  that  snoh  a  step  as  tite  recogni- 
tion  of  thifl  Qoremment  should  not  have 
been  taken  tiioughtlessly,  and  he  was 
bound  to  mppoae  that  it  had  not  been  so ; 
for  the  Home  waa  aware  that  the  people  of 
the  TTnited  States  had  upon  this  subject  a 
feeling,  wluoh  he  owned. appeared  to  him 
to  be  not  based  on  right  principles,  but 
which,  neTerthelesB,  was  entertained  by 
them  with  a  degree  of  enthusiasm  hardly 
exceeded  by  what  they  felt  on  the  sutiject 
of  the  civil  war,  maintaining  as  they  did 
the  Monroe  docbine,  and  forming,  as  they 
seemed  to  hare  done,  the  determination 
to  make  all  sacrifices  rather  than  perma- 
nently allow  the  establishment  of  any 
European  GoTemment  in  the  State  oif 
Hexico.  Under  these  (nrcumstanoes,  he 
trusted  the  GoTemment  would  be  prepared 
to  lay  papers  before  the  House  showing 
the  grounds  on  which,  after  the  decided 
assurance  given  by  Hie  noble  Lord,  they 
felt  themselTes  justified  in  recognising  the 
Archduke  of  Austria  as  the  Emperor  of 
Uexico.  He  hoped  he  mi^t  express  a 
hope  that  such  papers  were  now  roady  to 
be  laid  on  the  table.  Last  year  there 
had  been  great  delay  in  the  production  of 
papers,  but  the  honour  of  the  Oovemment 
required  that  not  an  hour  should  be  lost 
in  showing  that  the  recognition  of  the 
Archduke  as  Emperor  of  Mexico  was  an 
act  consistent  with  the  deliberate  assurance 
which  the  Doble  Lord  had  given  to  the 
House. 

GoLONSL  STKES,  referring  to  that  part 
of  Her  Kajeaty's  Speech  which  relat^  to 
Bhootan,  one  of  the  wildest  regions  on 
the  face  of  the  earth,  and  whioh  was 
almost  literally  in  tiie  clouds,  between 
Assam  and  Thibet,  and  whose  chief  pro- 
duoUons  were  rooks  and  jungle,  stud,  the 
outrage  oomplained  of  originated  in  our 
sending  a  deputation  there  to  Mkdeavour 
to  make  an  arrangement  with  Uie  Qorem- 
ment whidi  we  were  not  invited  to  make, 
and  whioh  that  Oovemment  repudiated. 
Our  Minister  was  no  doubt  treated  with 
insult ;  but  why  did  we  go  there  and  ex- 
pose ourselves  to  insult  ?  Our  Government 
justified  the  maintenance  of  70,000  Enro- 
peaes  in  India  to  look  after  our  Indian 
army,  because  we  would  not  trust  the 
Native  troops  with  arms  in  their  hands. 
These  Europeans,  then,  with  suoh  dis- 
trust, should  accompany  Native  troops  on 
all  services  throughout  India.  But  what 
was  the  fact  ?  Four  brigades  of  Native 
troops  had  gone  to  Bhootan,  and  the  only 
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Europeans  were  those  with  the  Artillery. 
What,  then,  became  of  the  argument 
about  the  necessity  of  having  70,000  Eu- 
ropean soldiers  in  India  to  look  after  the 
native  troops,  and  exhausting  the  youth- 
ful blood  and  sinew  of  Englimd  for  that 
|nirpose  ?  With  rcf;ard  to  the  late  (^lone, 
it  was  most  calamitous,  about  60,000  hu- 
man beings  having  been  suddenly  swept 
into  eternity  in  Calcutta  and  the  neighbonr- 
iog  districts.  But  the  disaster  also  extended 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Kistnah,  and  destroy- 
ed 12,000  more  persons  at  Masulipatam. 
And  here  he  must  notice  the  generous 
and  openhanded  way  in  which  the  native 
gentry  of  India  came  forward  to  relievo 
the  distreBs  arising  from  this  calamity,  and 
that  a  distress,  too,  not  occurring  in  their 
own  locality.  It  was  a  remar^ble  fact 
that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Calcutta  less 
was  contributed  towards  the  relief  of  this 
misery  than  from  Western  India.  From 
the  gentry  of  Bombay,  men  unconnected 
with  Calcutta  by  community  of  fbeliog, 
the  most  munificent  donations  were  re- 
ceived. He  must  now  warn  the  H^uao 
as  to  coming  events  in  the  &r  East  He 
regretted  to  find  there  was  not  one  word 
in  the  Speech  about  unhappy  China, 
which  was  now  in  a  state  of  almost  uni- 
versal anarchy,  misery,  and  sufieriug, 
brought  about  by  our  policy,  our  interfer- 
ence, our  breaches  of  neutrality,  and  our 
broken  pledges.  The  anarchy  existing 
throughout  the  provinces  was  extending 
also  to  the  Council  at  Fekin,  from  the 
conduct  of  two  ambitious  men,  Seng-ko- 
linsio  and  Tseng-kwo-fan,  both  of  them 
anti-foreigners  whose  rivalry  might  jeo- 
pardise the  safety  of  foreigners  in  Fekin. 
Then,  what  were  we  doing  in  Japan  ?  It 
was  said  that  we  had  taken  the  law  into 
our  own  hands  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
fringement of  a  treaty  whidi  we  had  con- 
cluded with  the  Oovemment  of  Ji^»an. 
But  he  maintained  that  we  had  not  now, 
and  never  had,  a  treaty  with  the  Emperor 
of  that  country,  as  our  Government  well 
knew.  What  we  bad  was  a  treaty  with 
one  of  the  Japanese  nobles,  a  chief  named 
the  Tycoon,  who  had  told  us  officially 
that  he  had  no  power  whatever  beyond 
his  own  province,  no  more  than  a  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Middlesex  had  over  a  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Surrey.  There  were  700 
of  these  nobles  in  Japan.  It  was  sought 
to  make  the  English  people  bdieve  uat 
the  Emperor  of  Japan  was  a  mere  spiri- 
tual potentate  who  sat  oonstantiy  in  his 
temple,  and  that  the  Tycoon  was  Jfeto 
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temporal  Emperor.  Sufc  the  Hikado  wae- 
as  madi  a  temporal  Emperor  as  the 
Emperor  of  China,  who  performed  hoth 
ciTiI  and  spiritaal  functions.  His  posi- 
tion was  also  analogous  to  that  of  the 
Grand  Lama  of  Thibet,  the  Pope  of  Rome, 
or  an  ancient  Roman  Emperor,  who  was 
pontifex  maximus  as  well  as  supreme 
civil  ruler.  This  our  diplomatists  ought 
to  have  known,  but  thej  had  chosen 
to  make  a  treaty  with  the  Tycoon  at 
Jeddo,  and  they  now  wished  to  make  the 
Hikado  or  real  Emperor,  and  all  the  other 
princes  of  the  empire,  responsible  for  his 
act  Two  more  of  our  subjects,  Major 
Baldwin  and  Lieutenant  Bird  of  the  20th 
Foot,  had  just  been  murdered  in  Japan, 
and  we  must  demand  the  punishment 
of  the  murderers.  We  did  not  get  the 
culprits  aoirendered  to  ns  in  the  lUchard- 
son  case,  and  if  resistance  were  made  to 
our  next  demands,  the  troops  we  now  had 
in  Japan  would  not  suffice  to  enforce  com- 
ptiance.  Another  expedition  would,  there- 
fore, have  to  be  sent  out  to  that  country, 
at  the  cost  of  the  British  taxpayers.  The 
Emperor,  called  the  Mikado,  refused  to 
sign  the  treaty  we  had  made  with  one 
of  his  nobles,  and  if  he  encouraged  the 
rest  of  the  nobles  to  resist  us,  as  he 
was  disposed  to  do,  and  of  which  we  had 
proofs  in  the  cases  of  the  Princes  Satsuma 
and  Choshiu,  they  would  be  quite  ready 
to  aid  him.  He  sincerely  trusted,  how- 
ever, that  affairs  in  Japan  would  not 
be  permitted  to  reach  the  extremity  to 
which  our  policy  had  driven  them  in 
China. 

Sir  CHARLES  WOOD  wished  to  cor- 
reot  a  statement  made  by  the  gallant 
Colonel  in  req>ect  to  the  injuries  and  in- 
sults received  from  the  Bhootanese  Qo- 
vernment.  Those  injuries  were  not  merely 
personal  insults  offered  to  our  Envoy,  but 
consisted  of  a  series  of  outrages  extending 
over  a  number  of  years.  The  Bhootanese 
had  on  different  occasions  made  irruptions 
into  the  plains,  murdered  our  subjects, 
and  carried  others  into  captivity  whom 
they  refused  to  release ;  and  this  state  of 
things  was  not  one  of  recent  times  only, 
but  had  been  going  on  for  more  than 
twenty  or  thirty  years  past.  It  had, 
therefore,  been  felt  necessary  to  check 
these  lawless  incursions.  An  expediti(HL 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  such 
a  oourse  of  intolerable  cmdnct  on  the  part 
of  the  Bhootanese  had  been  projected  before 
the  mutinies,  but  was  naturally  postponed 
during  their  oontinuaoce.  After  Indut  was 


restored  to  tranqi^ity  Lord  Elgin  had 
sent  a  misnon  to  Bhootan  in  the  hope  of 
avoiding  the  necessity  of  hostile  operations, 
and  to  induce  the  inhabitants  to  desist 
from  their  perpetual  border  raids.  Several 
former  missions  bad  been  received  there 
with  the  greatest  civility,  and  there  had 
been  no  reason  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Eden 
would  have  met  with  the  treatment  that 
had  been  offered  to  him —  namely,  the 
grossest  possible  insult,  very  narrowly 
escaping  with  his  life,  and,  of  oourse, 
without  obtaining  the  slightest  engage- 
ment either  for  the  restoration  of  our  cap- 
tive subjects  or  for  the  cessation  of  these 
border  raids.  It  was,  therefore,  f^t  im- 
peratively necessary,  Sat  the  protection  of 
our  fellow-subjects,  that  some  moms  should 
be  taken  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  such 
insults  and  ontragOB.  It  had  been  pro- 
posed to  send  troops  into  the  interior  of 
Bhootan  in  order  to  exact  reparation  from 
the  Government,  but  he  had  been  unwill- 
ing to  sauction  this  course,  as  he  felt 
it  might  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
leave  the  country  again,  from  the  state  of 
utter  disoi^anization  in  which  the  GK>vem- 
ment  was.  He  proposed  only  to  occupy 
a  line  of  posts  on  a  low  range  of  hills 
commanding  the  passes,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  preveot  tiie  incursious  of  the  plundering 
parties  from  the  upper  country.  The  Go- 
vernment did  not,  however,  hope  to  obtain 
anything  from  the  Bhootanese  Government 
in  the  shape  of  compensation.  The  papers 
referring  to  this  subject  would  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House,  which  would  then  see  that 
they  related  to  a  matter  not  of  isolated 
insult,  but  to  a  series  of  injuries  which 
had  been  going  on  for  many  years.  With 
reroect  to  the  obserration  of  the  gallant 
Colonel  as  to  the  loss  of  life  at  Calcutta 
and  its  neighbourhood  by  the  late  cyclone, 
he  believed  the  loss  of  life  had  not  been 
more  tlian  30,000  persons;  but  he  was 
sorry  to  say  that  in  addition  there  was  a 
loss  of  80,000  more  lives  in  two  other  dis- 
tricts, making  a  total  loss  in  the  three 
districts  of  60, 000  lives~a  number  that 
he  feared  was  not  exaggerated.  He,  in 
conclusion,  observed  that  every  assistance 
had  been  rendered  to  the  sufferers  by  the 
Government  officers  on  the  spot,  and  the 
most  igienerons  subscriptions  had  been 
prompt^  raised  at  Bombay  and  in  other 
of  India  for  the  relief  of  the  snffer- 


iDg  anmvors. 
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Gaardians  of  the  Greenwioh  Uniim,  as  well 
a8  all  Papers  thereto  mtating?  Hewidied 
also  to  ask,  whether  the  atteation  of  the 
right  hon.  Qentleinan  has  heen  called  to 
the  imperfections  of  the  Bill  of  wlrioh  he 
was  the  author  ? 

Us.  C.  P.  YILLIEItS  said,  some  of 
the  papers  asked  for  were  in  the  Poor  Law 
Office,  bat  there  were  other  papers  con- 
nected with  the  matter  which  had  been 
sent  beck  to  the  Home  Office.  The  papers 
which  were  under  the  control  of  the  Poor 
Law  Board  had  been  kid  on  the  toble.  As 
to  the  papers  that  bed  been  sent  back  to 
the  Home  Office,  there  wonld  be  no  ol^gee- 
tien  to  produee  them  also. 


Committoe  appoi^ed, 

To  drav  ap  an  Address  to  be  presmied  to  Her 
M^es^  QpOD  the  said  Regotation : — Sir  Hbd- 
voETB  WnxiufBOR,  Mr.  HARBtrsT  Tract,  Vu- 
oooHT  pAUfiBSTOR,  Mr.  Chancillob  of  the 
ExoHiqusB,  Sir  GxoBoi  Gbit,  Mr.  Sscbitabt 
Cardwkll,  Sir  Chablzb  Wood,  Ifr.  HiLinB  Gib- 
soir,  Mr.  Villisbs,  Mr.  ATTOBiriT  Gimibai.,  Sir 
RoBBBi  Pbbl,  Tlie  Lord  Adtocatk,  and  Mr, 
Pui.,  or  any  Fire  of  than  ^— To  withdraw  imine' 
dUteljr. 

Lords  OommisBionerB'  Speech  rtferrtd. 

ad^umed  at  a  qnartar 
before  Nine  o  olook. 


uorsE  OF  Gouuoir'S, 

Wtittniast  fOrwiry  8,  1865. 

MIKUTES.}— Sblbct  Cduiuttsb  — Od  Kitchen 
and  Rafrflthment  Rooma  (Hoose  of  Commons), 
fgfpffi'tifirrf. 

Onbnd;  MortgageDebenttt«>a»[l]. 

COURT  OP  ADUIHALTT  (IRELAND). 
QITBSTION. 

Mr.  MAOriBE  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  When  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  OoTemment  to  introduce  the  pro- 
mised measure  for  reforming  the  Court  of 
Admiralty  in  Inland,  and  assimilating  the 
Law  in  Ireland  to  that  which  exists  in 
England? 

Sir  EGBERT  PEEL  said,  the  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland  had  prepared  a  Bill  for  the 
purpose  referred  to  fouoded  on  the  Keport 
of  the  CommiBsion,  and  the  late  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  had  intended  to  intro- 
duce it  to  the  House.  The  matter  was 
nnder  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  owing  to  the  recent  changes  in 
the  Irish  Law  Officers  he  was  at  present 
nnable  to  say  when  the  measure  wonld 
be  introduced. 

REMOVAL  OF  IRISH  PAUPERS. 
QUJtSTIOir. 

Ma.  MAGUIBE  asked  the  President  of 
the  Poor  Law  Board,  Whether  he  will  lay 
upon  the  toble  all  Correspondence  between 
the  Poor  Law  CommissionerB  in  Ireland 
aad  the  Poor  Law  Board  in  London,  rela- 
tive to  the  allied  ill^al  removal  to  Ire* 
land  of  Mary  Uoriarty  and  her  four  chil- 
dren, and  Jmia  Kannan  aad  child,  hj  the 


ARTERIAL  DRAINAGE  (IBELANO). 
aUXSTIOB. 

LoBD  NAAS  asked  the  Seoretary  for 
Ireland,  Whether  it  is  hu  inteBti<m  to 
introduce  uiy  msaanre  during  the  present 
Session  for  the  promotioii  aad  encourage- 
ment of  Arterial  Drainage  ? 

Sib  ROBEKT  PEEL  said,  the  question 
was  a  large  one.  Last  autumn  the  serious 
attention  of  the  Irish  Government  was 
turned  to  the  snbjeet.  He  had  yesterday 
received  a  noto  from  the  Lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland  with  reference  to  some  commu- 
nications from  persons  interested  in  land 
bordering  on  the  river  Shannon.  It  ap> 
peered  to  have  been  pressed  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Treasury  by  the  Lord  Liea> 
tenant ;  but  no  reply  had  bmn  as  yet  re- 
ceived from  that  quarter. 

LORDS  COMMISSIONERS*  SPEECH- 
REPORT  OF  ADDRESS. 

Lords  Commissioners'  Speech — Keport 
of  Address  bnmgM  up  {Sir  Mtdwwtk 
WiUiamtoH),  and  read. 

Address  read  T. 

Mb.  SCULLT  said,  he  had  yesterday 
given  notice  «f  an  Amendment  upon  that 
portion  of  the  Address  which  related  to 
Ireland,  because  he  believed  it  to  be  un- 
tme.  He  was  snrpriaed  that  the  following 
paragraph  should  have  been  inserted  in 
the  Boyal  Speech  :  — 

"  Irelsad,  dnrio;  the  part  Tear,  has  bad  its 
tbMTB  in  tbo  advantage  of  a  good  hamat,  and 
trade  and  maoafiwitnrM  ar«  gTwtnallT  astaBdiiw 
inthatpartoftbskingdon." 

The  truth  of  both  these  proposition  was 
utterly  denied,  and  erea  those  who  main- 
tained them  could  not  pretend  to  assert 
anything  Airther  than  ttuit/ir^ 
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vantage  hod  beoa  derived  by  IrelaDd  from 
an  improTement  in  the  last  hanreBt,  and 
that  the  extennon  of  the  trade  and  manit* 
&QtaraB  was  bo  very  gradual  as  almost  to 
be  imperceptible.  At  all  events  the  para- 
graph was  of  a  questionable  and  debatable 
nature,  and  on  that  ground  he  thought  it 
would  have  been  better  to  have  omitted  it 
from  the  Queen's  Speech.  It  was  calcu- 
lated to  mislead  the  public,  because  it  leads 
them  to  suppose  that  Ireland  was  in  a 
more  prosperous  condition  than  it  really 
was.  He  had  heard  it  openly  avowed  that 
the  Chief  Secretary  had  been  personally 
consulted  on  that  paragraph  8,  and  there- 
fore he  (Mr.  Scully)  presumed  it  was  the 
Chief  Secretary's  own  composition,  so  that 
he  did  not  now  believe  that  any  advantage 
in  the  framing  of  the  Address  would  have 
been  derived,  had  the  right  hoo.  Baronet 
been  a  Uember  of  the  Cabinet.  He  (Mr. 
Scully)  proposed  to  omit  that  pan^graph, 
and  in  its  atead  to  insert  the  following : — 

"  That  thta  House  regrets  that  tb«  general 
eonditioa  of  Irelaod  oumot  bo  regarded  as  pro*-  . 
porous  or  uUsbotorri  aod  nnilUtadea  of 
the  iDhahitants  continne  to  emigrate  to  foreign 
eouDtries,  through  the  want  of  remoneraUve  am- 
plojment  lU  home." 

He  threw  the  burden  of  this  Amendment 
upon  the  Conservative  representativea  from 
Ireland,  who,  although  they  might  be 
found  voting  with  their  party  in  England 
on  Danish  questions,  went  rather  witli  the 
Chief  Secretary  on  all  matters  concerning 
Ireland,  He  (Mr.  Scully)  foond  many  <^ 
them  hand  and  glove  with  the  Castle  at 
Dublin,  and  attending  the  levees  and 
drawing-iooms  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
where,  he  believed,  an  Iri^  liberal 
Member  had  scarcely  been  seen  during  the 
administration  of  the  r^ht  hon.  Baronet. 
He  remembered  the  time  when  the  Irish 
representatifm  in  that  House  was  in  «• 
actly  the  converse  state  firom  what  it  was 
now — when  the  Liberals  possessed  the 
majority  of  five- sevenths  which  was  now 
possessed  by  the  Tories.  Now,  we  had 
about  seventy-five  Conservative  repre- 
sentatives from  Irelwd  and  only  thirty 
Liberals.  On  Irish  questions  the  Anglo- 
Irish  Members  did  not  show  themselves 
mnch  advanced  either  as  Liberal  or  Irish- 
men. ITot  one  of  that  class  took  part  in 
the  debate  of  the  previous  evening  on  the 
paragraph  in  the  Boyal  Speech  relating 
to  Ireland;  and  above  others  he  should 
like  to  hear  from  the  late  Chief  Secretary 
for  Irduid,  fhe  noble  Lord  the  Memb^ 
ArCooketmoath  (Lord  Naas),  Job  (^pinions 


on  the  sulriect  The  great  grisTance  of 
whidL  Iruand  had  to  complain  at  f3ie 
^esent  time  was  Uie  exhaustive  drains 
npon  her  populadon  and  capital.   He  did 

not  himself  complain  of  over-taxation,  but 
what  he  complained  of  was  the  great  drain 
of  capital  out  of  the  countnr,  with  no 
corresponding  expenditure  within  it.  And 
in  order  to  prove  his  assertion  he  ^ould 
quote  a  few  statistics  which,  if  incorrect, 
he  should  prefer  being  set  right  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  not 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  as  he  well  knew  how 
that  right  hon.  Baronet  dealt  with  figures. 
He  would  remind  the  House  that  he  had 
never  over-stated  anything  within  his 
knowledge,  and  in  this  instuioe  he  should 
also  endeavour  to  keep  within  the  mark. 
The  Imperial  taxation  which  was  takes 
out  of  Ireland  conld  not  be  stated  at  leB» 
than  £6,000,000,  though  he  believed  it 
had  amounted  to  £7,000,000  a  year.  Ab- 
sentee rents  traiumitted  to  England  he 
would  take  at  a  snm  of  £4,000,000,  though 
he  believed  they  were  nearer  £6,000,000 ; 
and  that  the  amount  had  been  rather  im- 
proving as  regarded  England,  or  increasing 
as  r^rded  Ireland,  for  the  last  thirty 
years.  Then,  Ireland  paid  at  least 
£4,000,000  annually  in  respect  of  foreign 
imports,  such  as  corn,  wine,  rum,  brandy, 
tea,  sugar,  and  tobacco ;  but  he  did  not 
complain  so  much  of  that,  because  she 
got  some  value  in  return,  thoiuh  he  would 
rather  it  was  taken  out  in  Irish  manu- 
factures. There  were,  however,  no  cor- 
responding exports,  and  the  £4,000,000 
was  paid  in  gold  and  silver.  In  addi- 
tion, there  were  £3,000,000  or  £4,000,000 
in  respect  of  EngUsh  and  Scotch  manu- 
factures imported  into  Irelaud.  Wodlens, 
oaltooMi  hardware,  all  cune  Eng- 
land—and spirits  were  intiodueed  from 
Scotland.  Then  there  was  a  fbrther  drmn 
of  fully  £4,000,000  through  the  operation 
of  Irish  Banks — such  as  the  Provincial  and 
National — having  their  head  offices  in  Lon- 
don. These  several  items  would  amount  to 
£22,000,000  drained  from  the  country 
annually.  Then  look  at  the  emigration 
since  the  &mine  year.  During  the  last 
three  years  it  averaged  upwards  100,000 
a  year ;  and  if  they  valned  an  Irishman  at 
half  the  price  of  an  American  nigger — 
say  £100— there  was  another  item  of 
£10,000,000  of  loss  to  Ireland.  More 
than  £200  was  given  as  bounty  to  an 
Irishman,  on  enlisting  into  the  American 
army.   This  item  looked  souU  and  con- 
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temptible,  as  100,000  Irishmen,  but! 
£10,000,000  was  a  large  sam  of  money. 
All  this  made  np  a  total  annual  drain  ex- 
ceeding £30,000,000  sterling.  And  what 
equivalents  did  Ireland  receive  for  those 
large  losses?  The  other  day  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  said  the  exports  and  imports 
of  Ireland  had  increased  very  considerably. 
The  Lord  Lieutenant  had  jumbled  the 
two  things  together ;  and  doubtless  he 
may  have  been  right  when  he  said  that 
the  imports  and  exports  together  had  in- 
creased. If  he  had  said  that  the  imports 
had  increased,  that  would  have  been  true ; 
but  the  exports  had  greatly  diminished. 
The  traffic  on  one  of  the  principal  railways 
connecting  Dublin  and  Cork  wit^  sevem 
important  inland  towns,  showed  that  the 
importations  from  Dublin  and  Cork  were 
as  nine  to  one  when  compared  with  the 
exports  from  Uie  inland  districts  to  the 
seaport  towns.  For  every  £100  worth  sent 
to  the  seaports,  £1,000  wortli  of  foreign 
goods  were  received  from  tiie  coast.  It 
would  probably  be  asked  where  did  the 
money  come  from  to  pay  for  these  things  ? 
From  the  sale  of  meat,  butter,  and  wool. 
If  not,  where  did  it  come  from  ?  It  was 
BU^ested  by  an  hon.  Member  that  a  large 
quantity  of  hay  had  been  sold  this  year. 
So  much  the  woree  for  Ireland.  There 
was  so  much  less  manure  to  be  applied  to 
the  land.  The  first  step  towards  a  remedy 
for  that  state  of  things  was  to  govern  Ire- 
land through  Irishmen.  He  would  like  to 
knov  whether  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  would  allow  the 
manure  to  he  carried  away  from  his  farms 
at  Tamworth  to  neighbouring  properties  ? 
He  had  no  personal  feeling  agtunst  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  but  he  objected  to 
his  occupying  his  present  position.  Per- 
sonally, he  wished  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
every  prosperity ;  but  as  regarded  Ireland 
he  would  rather  have  his  room  than  his 
company.  He  wished  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  would  make  himself  scarce  in 
Ireland.  He  was  unfit  for  his  present 
position.  If  the  country  were  governed 
through  qualified  men,  there  were  several 
measures  which  might  be  usefully  intro- 
duced for  its  amelioration.  He  did  not 
pretend  to  suggest  panaceas,  but  as  pal- 
liatives he  desired  to  see  the  introduction 
of  some  measure,  not  of  a  revolutionary 
character,  but  undertaken  in  a  hond  fide 
spirit,  which  should  give  the  Irish  tenant 
an  interest  in  the  soil  upon  which  he 
expended  his  labour  and  capital  on  per- 
manent improvemoita.   The  GoTffliuneot 


might  also  assut  arterial  drainage,  and 
the  redamaticm  of  waste  lands.  He  fur- 
ther widied  to  inquire  what  were  the  in- 
tentions  of  Uie  G^ovemment  with  regard 
to  the  Irish  railways,  which  at  present  in 
some  respects  r^er  obstructed  than  fiici- 
litated  the  goods  traffic  r  There  was  also 
the  question  of  the  Established  Church  to 
be  disposed  of — that  Church  being  only  an 
insult  to  the  majority  of  Irishmen;  and 
likewise  there  was  the  iniquitous  system 
of  deporting  paupers  from  England  to  Ire- 
land. The  effect  of  tliese  grievances  upon 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  Ireland  was 
shown  by  a  letter  which  appeared  in  The 
Times  of  December  26,  1864,  stating  that 
no  less  than  500,000  Irishmen  in  America 
had  formed  themselves  into  a  body  called 
Fenians,  who  were  bound  by  oath  to  take 
up  arras  against  England  whenever  she 
should  be  unfortunate  enough  to  be  in- 
volved in  war.  Such  was  not  the  feeling 
of  Sng^idh  or  Scotch  emigrants,  and  he 
trusted  measutee  would  be  taken  to  eradi- 
cate such  sentiments  from  the  hearts  of  the 
Irish  people.  The  hon.  Member  condn- 
ded  by  moving  his  Amendment. 

Mb.  O'BEILLT  seconded  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  paragraph  11,  to  leave  oat  tlw  words  "  and 
that  Ireland  duriDg  the  paat  year  ha«  had  its 
share  in  the  adrantagea  of  a  gowl  Harveat,  with  a 
gradual  extension  of  Trade  and  MaDufactares," 
in  order  to  insert  the  words  "  we  regret  that  the 
general  oondition  of  Ireland  cannot  be  regarded 
as  prosperous  or  satisfaotory,  and  that  multitude* 
of  the  inbabttanta  continue  to  emigrate  to  foreign 
oouDtries  throngh  the  want  of  remnnerative  em- 
ployment at  home,"— (Jfr.  SwUy,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Su  ROBERT  FEEL:  Sir,  in  reply 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Cork, 
I  will  supplement  the  statement  I  made 
last  night  by  a  very  few  remarks,  for 
I  understand  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  does  not  propose  to  divide.  I 
think  that  the  general  view  taken  by  this 
House  last  evening,  after  the  statement 
which  I  then  made,  was  that  the  para- 
graph in  question  was  not  altogether  un- 
called for.  I  believe,  on  my  conscience, 
the  statement,  that  the  prospects  of  Ireland 
during  the  past  year  have  greatly  improved 
to  he  correct.  The  grain  and  potato  crop 
was  most  abundant,  and  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  Scully)himBelf  admits  that  the  grasing 
interest  was  pros^rous.  Now,  the  grazing 
interest  in  Ireland  is  a  most  prominent  one. 
But  the  hon.  Qentlemaa  Baym-4hat  evoi  if 
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the  statement  be  true,  the  paragraph  in 
Her  Hajeety'B  Speech  reBpeeting  Ireland 
IB  calculated  to  mislead.  That  ia  an 
IruhiBm  I  certainly  do  not  profess  to  under- 
stand. The  hon.  Gentleman,  in  referring 
to  the  Irish  railwayB,  has  awnred  the  House 
that  the  traffic  of  the  country  is  dearer 
now  than  it  was  tirenty  or  thirty  years 
ago ;  but  can  any  one  credit  such  a  state- 
ment }  Lo<>k  at  ue  immense  development 
of  the  Irish  railway  during  the  last  few 
years,  the  ezpenditare  inenrred  in  oon- 
■tmcting  them  being  no  less  than 
£24,000,000  sterling,  nearly  the  whole  of 
which  luts  been  contributed  by  Irish 
capitalists,  and  the  traffic  on  these  unes  has 
largely  increased.  That  is  a  proof  of  mate- 
rial progress,  which  no  one  can  gainsay. 
On  the  question  of  drainage,  I  quite  agree 
that  a  vast  amount  of  damage  has  arisen 
from  the  overflowing  of  ■  a  considerable 
stream  and  its  tributaries,  and  we  are 
using  our  best  endeavours  to  do  something 
to  alleviate  the  evil.  Another  evidence  of 
the  material  prosperity  of  the  countrf  is 
the  great  development  of  property  which 
is  taking  place.  I  am  informed  that  more 
than  £1,600,000  has  been  invested  in 
TOriooB  operationi  in  Dublin  alone  with- 
in the  last  twelve  months,  and  a  laige 
Bom  has  been  expended  in  Belfast  in  the 
erection  of  buikUnga  for  comroeroial  and 
other  purposes.  [Mr.  Scullt  :  And  Gal- 
way?]  No  doubt  there  has  been  great 
distress  in  Galway,  as  I  admitted  and  re- 
gretted last  night ;  but  that  it  arose  oat  of 
circumstances  beyond  the  control  of  the 
Government,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  the 
residents  in  the  county  are  doing  all  in 
their  power  to  alleviate  it.  Already  some 
symptoms  of  improvement  are  perceptible. 
I  also  hold  in  my  hand  a  Beport,  dated  the 
3rd  of  February  last,  which  is  very  sig- 
nificant.  It  states  that  the  magistrates 
and  the  ceaspayers  have  not  proposed  any 
new  works  for  the  assistanee  of  the  poor  ; 
and  therefore  shows,  that  in  the  opinion  of 
these  persons,  the  distress  is  merely  tempo- 
rary and  is  decreasing,  as  I  myself  believe. 
As  a  Motion  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
King's  County  (Mr.  Hennessy)  involving 
the  same  question  will  come  on  before  the 
House  in  a  few  days,  I  refrain  from  enter- 
ing into  details  at  present ;  bat  I  believe  I 
shall  then  be  able  to  show  that  of  late  the 
prosperity  of  Ireland  generally  has  vastly 
inaproved,  and  that  the  spirit  of  enterprise 
and  of  commerce  has  greatly  increased, 
lo  conclusion,  I  most  express  my  firm 
belief  that,  if  the  preeent  year  u  any- 


thing like  the  last,  we  shall  see  Ireland 
assuming  tiiat  position  as  part  of  this 
great  Empire  which  her  resources,  her 
manufactures,  and  the  character  of  her 
people  entitle  her  to  occupy. 

Majob  GAVIN  represented  a  consti- 
tuency (Limerick)  at  present  suffering 
under  great  distress.  He  agreed  with  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  that  Ireland  was  en- 
deavonring  to  assist  herself.  Flax  was 
being  grown  to  a  great  extent,  and  al- 
though at  present  there  was  some  difficulty 
in  conveying  the  produce  to  market,  yet 
in  a  short  ti,me  that  inconvenience  would 
be  overcome.  In  his  county  alone  there 
had  been  three  times  as  much  flax  grown 
this  year  as  there  had  been  last ;  therefore, 
he  had  reason  to  hope  that  a  gleam  of 
prosperity  was  at  length  coming  to  Ire- 
land. In  the  town  of  Limerick  there  was 
a  large  amount  of  distress  attributable  to 
want  of  employment,  and  he  hoped  that 
in  the  spring  money  would  be  advanced 
by  the  Government  to  enable  them  to 
employ  the  poor.  This  would  be  the  last 
time,  he  trusted,  that  they  should  have  to 
whine  at  the  doors  at  Downing  Street  £ir 
assistance,  as  the  Irish  people  must  be 
taught,  and  must  learn,  and  in  &ct  were 
learning  to  work  for  themselvesi  and  not 
to  look  to  others  for  assistance. 

Mr.  BBADY  declined  to  place  any  fhith 
in  the  report  from  Galway  read  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  on  which  he  founded 
his  belief  that  the  distress  in  that  part  was 
decreasing.  It  must  be  recollected  that 
the  magistrates  were  landed  proprietors, 
and  therefore  naturally  averse  to  increas- 
ing their  own  burdens  to  afford  relief  to 
the  destitute.  [Sir  Robert  Peel  :  I  said 
the  magistrates  and  the  ceBspayers.]  That 
made  no  difference  whatever,  as  it  was 
well  known  that  the  cesspayers  were 
chosen  by  the  landed  proprietors,  and  were, 
therefore,  compelled  to  act  in  accordance 
with  their  wishes.  The  paragraph  in  the 
Speech  meant  nothing,  and  it  would  have 
been  much  better  to  have  omitted  it  alto- 

f ether.  It  was  true,  as  the  right  hon. 
iaronet  said  last  night,  that  in  1860 
Irish  Members  complained  that  the  Koyal 
Speech  contained  no  reference  to  their 
country ;  but  it  was  no  compensation  for 
that  omission  that  they  should  now  be 
told  that  Providence  had  sent  them  a 
good  harvest.  For  that  harvest  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  were  grateful  to  Provi- 
dence, and  if  the  Government  did  some- 
thing for  them  they  would  be  thankful  to 
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Qaettion  pnt,  "That  the  wonb  pro- 
posed to  be  1^  oirt  ffand  part  of  the 
said  Address." 

The  House  dlwW.—- Ayes  67;  Noea 
13 :  Ibjorify  5ff. 

Sib  JAMES  ELPHINSTONE  said,  he 
r^retted  to  find  that  Her  Uajesty's 
Speech  contained  no  reference  to  the  state 
of  the  public  services  of  the  conutry.  He 
beliered  there  never  was  a  time  when  it 
was  more  necessary  than  it  was  at  the 
present  moment  that  we  should  place  our 
establishments  on  an  effective  footing. 
"We  had  recently  created  an  iron-clad 
navy  which,  wiUi  the  exception  of  some 
four  ships,  had  tamed  out  to  be  a  com- 
plete failure ;  and  the^  must  all  be 
anxious  to  know  something  of  the  policy 
of  the  OoTernment  with  reroeot  to  that 
arm  of  tiie  publio  serrice.  Our  relations 
wiUi  the  States  of  North  America  were 
not  in  a  satisfooton-  position ;  and  it  was 
a  lamentable  fact  ttiat  if  anything  should 
occur  to  disturb  the  peace  which  now 
happily  reigned  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  which,  he  trusted,  would  be 
maintained — should  anything  occur  to 
disturb  that  peace,  we  were  not  in  a 
position  to  defend  our  commerce  in  any 
part  of  the  world.  From  the  infor- 
mation he  had  received,  he  was  led  to 
believe  that  the  Americans  possessed 
ships  not  only  stronger  and  carrying 
heavier  guns  than  oars,  but  suntasBing 
them  in  speed  and  in  capacity  for  keeping 
the  sea.  He  was  sorry  that  no  represen- 
tative of  the  Admiralty  was  present  upon 
this  oocasion ;  and  he  wished  to  state,  that 
he  proposed  to  take  an  early  opportunity 
of  oalling  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
that  point  'With  regard  to  India,  he 
fbund  that  the  Indian  Minister  had  in- 
troduced into  Her  Majesty's  Speech  a  para- 
graph which  only  faintly  represented  the 
different  questions  of  great  importance 
which  should  be  attended  to  in  that  coun- 
try. The  cyclone  was  the  only  circumstance 
in  the  history  of  India  to  which  any  allu- 
sion was  made  ;  but  there  was  nothing  said 
about  the  circumstances  of  that  calamity, 
or  the  means  which  it  was  desirable  to 
adopt  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  recurrence  of  such  a  disaster.  Some 
fliirfy  years  ago— in  May  1833,  or  1834— 
there  was  a  storm  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion, and  be  was  witness  to  the  enormous 
loss  of  life  (m  that  occasion.  Tet  since 
that  time  no  effort  had  been  made, 
by  the  setting  op  of  aea  walli  and 
dykes,  to  prevent  the  reoarrence  of  sack 


an  acmdent,  which  might  have  been  pre- 
vented by  tiie  erection  of  suitable  barriers. 
Such  a  calamity  not  onl^  swept  away  the 
crops  and  destroyed  the  inhabitants,  bnt  it 
filled  the  wells  with  salt  water,  and  tamed 
the  most  fraitftal  country  in  the  world 
into  a  desalt.  If  ^reoantiona  had  been 
taken,  the  harm  m]|;ht  have  been  much 
diminished.  The  storm  vrave  arrived  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Ho<^ly  two  hours 
before  it  reached  Calcutta,  to  which  it 
rolled  up  in  a  wall  of  water  fifteen  feet 
high.  He  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  IVade  to  the 
fact,  that  if  there  had  been  telegraphic 
communication  established  many  lives 
might  have  been  preserved ;  and  if  the 
captains  had  had  two  hours*  notice  they 
might  have  adopted  measures  which  would 
have  greatly  mitigated  the  losses  which 
were  unfortunately  sustained ;  and  he 
might  add  his  belief  that  if  the  vessels 
had  been  riding  at  chains  tested  to  Admi- 
ralty proof  many  of  those  which  were  lost 
woold  have  escaped  destrootion.  There 
were  other  qnesti(ni8  connected  with  India 
to  whidi  he  thought  reference  onght  to 
have  been  made.  He  considered  that 
Indian  accounts  of  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture onght  to  be  presented  early  in  the 
Session,  so  that  they  might  undei^o  a 
proper  review ;  and  that  they  shonld 
always  be  made  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  then  presented  so  as  to  appear 
concurrentiy  with  the  other  revenue  ac- 
counts. He  would  also  call  the  attention 
of  the  Government  to  the  importance  of 
deepening  the  channel  between  Ceylon 
and  the  continent,  which  would  not  in- 
volve a  larger  outlay  than  had  been  made 
upon  many  great  railway  works  within 
twenty  miles  of  London.  If  this  were 
done,  readier  means  of  communication 
would  be  established  between  the  cotton- 
growing  districts  of  India  and  the  great 
granaries  of  the  country.  He  should  take 
the  opportunity  of  calUng  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  these  questions  more  fully 
at  a  fhture  time,  and  would  merely  state 
further  that  he  shonld  support  the  Ad- 
dress. 

Address  agreed  to; — to  be  pretenUd  by 

Privy  Councillors. 

Loans  ComnsaioRXiis'  Spbrch, — ^to  be 
taken  into  ocmsideration  Tihmorrow. 


uoBioiex  nxuKTUixs  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Urd  Naas,  BUI 
Companies  to  ime  Uc^rtgUfsDsl 


•n  80MuitiM  wpenw  aflbeting  Land,  Mid  to  make 

EtnaioD  for  tbe  ragiatratioii  of  aooh  Mortgace 
bentaraa  and  Saonritlea,  erderti  to  ba  Imragnt 
fai  bj  Lord  Kaas  and  Colonel  Gbstilu. 
BUlprtfMitfAi;  and  mad  [1]. 

utoobh  Airs  bsfxzshicevt  booms  (housk 

0?  coamoNs). 

SUndiaf  OonunittM  appoiitUd, "  to  cootrol  tho 
amngements  of  the  Kitoben  and  Retreahment 
Rooms,  in  the  Deuartment  of  tbe  Serjeant  at 
Armi  attending  tbia  House  — Colonel  Pbihob, 
Mr.  BimvcK,  Lord  Bobbst  Momav,  Mr.  Du- 
euiB,  Oolonel  Wbiib.  Mr.  ONaMw,  and  Ur.  Al- 
dermao  Bon :— Three  to  betbeqnoniiD.—{ClD<nwf 

HottM  B^jooraad  at  Two  o'dook. 


HOUSE   OF  L0UD8, 

February  9,  1866. 

MINUTES.]  —  ToQit  the  Oath  —  Tbe  Biabop  of 
Kihnww, 

•   OOtTRT  OF  BANKRUPTCY. 
OBSBBT^OBS. 

Tn  lOBD  OHjLNGELLOB,  having 
laid  00  the  table  (purauant  to  Act)  a 
"  General  Eetum  from  the  Chief  Registrar 
of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  for  the  year 
ending  the  I  Ith  October  last,"  said,  he  did 
not  desire  to  proroke  a  discussion  upoa  the 
Sttbjeot  of  the  Law  of  Bankmptoj  or  the  pro* 
oedureof  theBanhruptojOourt  at  this  time, 
because  it  must  be  fully  considered  when 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
had  made  its  Report ;  but  he  would  beg 
tiieir  Lordifaips'  attention  to  a  few  results 
as  uhibited  in  this  Return,  in  order  that, 
during  the  interral  that  would  elapse 
before  that  Report  was  presented,  their 
Lordship  might  have  the  opportunity  of 
eouddenng  what  was  neoeHary  and  proper 
to  be  done  in  the  matter.  There  took 
place  during  the  last  year  7,2S4  adjudi- 
oations  in  bankmptcy.  Of  theee,  5,260 
wore  made  on  the  petition  of  the  debtor 
himself;  1,860  were  made  on  the  petition 
of  debtm  in  prison;  and  only  604  on  the 
application  of  the  creditor.  The  number 
of  cases  in  which  dividends  had  been  made 
was  1,686.  The  property  collected  and 
realiaed  was  only  £677,536.  Of  that, 
only  £533,664  were  divided  among  the 
onators;  the  difference,  £143,872,  was 
ahaoihed  in  the  ocsts  of  oolleoting  and 
diri^  the  £677,586.   But  that  was  not 
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all ;  /or  to  this  £148,872  must  be  added 
£140,000  for  the  expenses  of  the  tribunal, 
nutking  a  total  of  £283,672,  expended  for 
the  purpose  of  dividing  £533,664.  He 
appealed  to  lii^  Lordships  whetiier  this 
monitroua  state  of  thinga  dumld  ocntinoe, 
Thore  were  two  main  features  in  the  Bill 
of  1861 ;  one  of  them  was  the  establish* 
ment  of  toust  deeds,  uid  that  had  quite 
answeved  his  aatic^tions.  for  during 
the  past  year  the  property  ^vided  under 
trust  deeds  had  amounted  to  £3,802,000. 
Tbe  trust  deed  was  a  voluntary  arrange- 
ment made  with  the  creditors;  and  if  they 
contrasted  the  amount  divided  under  trust 
deeds  with  that  divided  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  Court  the  disparity 
would  be  evident — it  would  be  found  that 
more  than  six  times  the  amount  was  dis- 
tributed under  trust  deeds  than  was  distri- 
buted by  the  Court.  The  other  object  of 
the  Bill  of  1861  was  the  establishment  of 
a  Chief  Judge,  with  a  view  to  the  m<»t 
careful  regulation  and  BUj>ervi8ion  of  the 
existing  subordinate  tribunals.  Their 
Lordships  would  judge  for  themselves, 
from  this  flirther  Betum,  of  the  necessity 
for  such  a  Chief  Judge.  It  wes  the  duty 
of  the  official  assignees,  who  were  now 
paid  by  salary,  to  collect  and  return  to  the 
Court  of  Banlmiptcy  the  feea  which  they 
still  received  in  bankruptcy.  In  the  year 
1862,  the  first  year  after  the  new  Act 
came  into  operation,  he  was  very  much 
surprised  to  find  that  only  £1,390  was 
returned.  In  1863,  in  consequence  of 
some  inquiries  which  he  (the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor) directed,  the  sum  returned  by 
the  official  assignees  and  messengers  was 
£13,620;  but  in  the  year  1864,  having 
directed  a  more  searching  inquiry,  the  sum 
that  had  been  paid  in  by  the  assigneeB 
and  messengers  amounted  to  no  less  than 
£45,168.  Of  the  necesntr  of  the  investi- 
gation their  Lordships  woiUd  judge  when 
he  stated  that,  with  regard  to  one  official 
assignee,  now  retired,  who  had  become  a 
defaulter  to  the  amount  of  several  thou* 
sands  of  pounds,  he  had  ascertained  that 
his  account,  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Commissioner  to  audit,  had  been  audited 
for  years  by  the  TTsher  of  the  Court  under 
tbe  direction  of  the  Commlasioner.  This 
was  a  very  hopeless  picture  of  the  state  of 
the  Bankruptcy  Court;  and  whm  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  was  made,  he  trusted  that  he 
should  be  able  to  present  to  their  Lordships 
a  Bill  timt  would  ifforide  some^medyfor 
this  monstrous  state  %%MsWI<jOO^^ 
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UABILITIES  OF  SHABEHOLDESS  IN 
IRISH  BAILWATS. 
OBSKRTAHOnS. 

Thb  Eul  of  BELUOBE  oalled  atten- 
tioD  to  a  recent  jadgment  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  Appeal  in  Ireland,  reepeoting  the 
liability  of  Btiareholders  in  railways.  'Sa 
■aid  it  wonld  not  be  neoeBaary  to  mention 
the  partionlars  of  the  oaae  much  was  tiie 
Bubjeot  of  thia  mdgment.  The  i>oint  to 
which  he  wished  to  direct  attention  was 
one  which  affected  every  ndlwaj  company 
in  Ireland.  A  local  company,  whose  line 
it  appeared  had  always  been  worked  by  a 
neighboaring  company,  having  got  into 
diffloultiea,  was  brooght  by  the  creditors 
last  year  into  the  Bankraptoy  Court.  Now, 
in  England  there  was  no  question  that  a 
railway  company  could  not  be  made  bank- ; 
rupt;  and  in  tiie  Report  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, which  sat  last  year,  and  of  which 
his  noble  Friend  below  him  (the  Earl  of 
Donoughmmn)  was  Chairman,  a  recom- 
mendation was  inserted  that  the  law  should 
be  so  altoed  as  to  allow  the  affiiirs  of  a 
railway  company  to  be  wound  np  in  bank- 
ruptcy. The  ease  baring  been  heard  in 
the  fiankruptf^  Court,  t£e  company  was 
adjudicated  bankrupt,  and  from  this  deci- 
rion  an  appeal  was  brought  into  the  Court 
of  Appetu  in  Chancery.  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  Ireland,  in  delivering  judgment, 
confirming  the  decision  of  the  Court  be< 
low,  said  that  Judge  Berwick  had  held 
that  a  railway  company  was  a  commercial 
company  for  trading  purposes  under  20  & 
21  FieL  c.  60,  sees.  4  and  156,  and  he 
(the  Lord  Chancellor)  continued — 

**  They  were  public  carricn,  and  hj  th»  99tta 
Motion  of  the  Bankmpt  Aot,  OBirien  by  name 
were  expreislj  made  aabjeot  to  the  bankrupt 
lawa.  It  had  been  ar^ed  that  no  ealU  could  bo 
made  beyond  the  amount  of  >bar«a,  Ac." 

After  some  further  obsurations,  he  went 
on  to  say  — 

**  Aa  to  makiof  oalli  bejrond  the  apeci&ed 
amoant  of  the  ihans,  that  queation  was  not  be- 
fore tiM  mart ;  and  if  the  Bankrupt  Court  decided 
that  tbote  who  paid  their  sharea  in  full  should 
atlll  be  made  oontribntora,  and  it  oame  back  to 
them  on  appeal,  they  would  give  the  but  decision 
tbey  could  on  the  aubjeot.  But  It  appeared  to 
him  aa  if  legiatation  on  that  point  interred  that 
DO  shareholder  in  a  railway  shoald  be  liable 
for  a  single  shilling  above  the  amount  of  his  un- 
paid calls.  Howefer,  the  ease  was  not  before 
them,  and  it  was  not  neOssMuy  he  iboiild  gin  an 
opinion." 

Now  it  seemed  to  him  (the  Earl  of 
Belmore)  that  this  mere  "inference  of 
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'  l^slatiou  "  was  very  nnsatisfaotory  to 
shareholders,  and  there  should  be  no  doubt 
on  the  subject.  Many  landowners  and 
others  had  taken  shares  on  the  implied 
understanding  with  Parliament  that  they 
were  not  to  be  liable  beyond  the  amount  of 
those  shares,  and  they  were  willing  to  risk 
the  almost  certcunty  of  receiving  no  divi- 
dends  for  many  years  fbr  the  sake  of  improv- 
ing the  counlay,  and  it  seemed  very  hsrd 
that  they  should  suflbr  by  a  lapsus  in  legisla- 
tion. Bendes,  tliis  nnoratainty  tended  to 
reduce  t^e  value  of  railway  property ;  for, 
as  was  remarked  to  him  by  the  person  who 
brought  this  case  to  his  notice,  "  how  will 
yon  ever  get  another  railway  made,  or 
get  any  person  to  take  shares?"  Share- 
holders were  a  very  helpless  body,  and  he 
had  therefore  thought  it  to  bo  his  duty  to 
call  attention  to  this  matter  in  as  few  words 
as  possible,  and  without  saying  anything 
that  could  effect  one  way  or  the  other 
the  particular  case  to  which  he  had  alhided. 

DESTITUTE  POOR  (METROPOLIS). 
BBIUSKS  XOVBD  POR. 

LoBD  HOXTGHTON,  in  rising  to  move 
for— 

"  Return  of  the  Nnmber  of  Unions  or  Parishes 
that  have  ayailed  themaelTes  of  the  Act  ofSStb 
July,  1M4,  enabling  them  to  reoeive  from  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  the  Sams  of  Money 
expended  in  the  Relief  of  the  casual  Poor;  of  the 
Amoant  of  Money  hitherto  ao  expended  ;  and  of 
the  Unions  where  the  Guardians  have  provided 
new  Wards  or  other  Places  of  Reception  for  this 
Class  of  Fow  ainee  the  patiiag  of  the  abore 
mentioned  Act"— 

said,  his  object  in  moving  for  this  Return 
was  to  obtain  information  aa  to  the  opera- 
tion of  an  Act  which  had  been  passed  at 
the  end  of  last  Session,  called  the  Poor 
Belief  (Metropolis)  Act.  That  Act  had 
been  passed  with  the  most  benevolent  in- 
tentions. Its  object  was  to  enable  the 
London  parishes  to  provide  fuller  accommo- 
dation for  the  lai^  mass  of  destitute  per- 
sons to  be  found  in  this  populous  city. 
That  Act  gave  to  the  London  parishes  new 
and  considerable  advantages.  It  enabled 
them  to  make  the  police  act  as  relieving 
officers,  so  as,  in  some  degree,  to  distinguish 
the  really  destitute  from  the  fraudulent 
vagrants;  and  it  also  gave  the  parishes 
power  to  reimburse  themselves  for  money 
spent  under  that  Act  by  the  action  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  the  effect  of 
which  action  would  be  that  the  burden  of 
providing  for  the  destitute  poor  would  not 
hH  wholly  upon  i^^nji^i(^^  |^t 
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would  be  dUtiibuted  over  the  whole  me- 
tropolis. By  that  proTision  parishes  had 
been  enoonraged  to  make  libonl  proTision 
for  the  relief  of  the  hoaseless  poor.  The 
pesent  winter  had  certainly  not  been  a 
very  WTere  one,  and,  therefore,  there  was 
no  leason  to  mppoBe  that  there  were  more 
destitate  persons  tiian  in  other  winters; 
bat  their  Iiordahips  most  be  aware  that 
there  nerer  had  bem  a  winter  in  which 
the  destitution  of  the  poor  of  London  had 
been  made  so  large  a  sabject  of  comment 
and  inqoiry.  Most  of  their  Iiordships 
most  have  reoeiTed  repeated  commonica- 
tions,  not  only  from  publio  personages, 
but  also  from  ladies  of  high  stotion,  who 
had  devoted  themselves  to  the  object  of 
establifihiog  night  refugee  for  the  houseless 
poor.  A  large  number  of  refuges  had 
been  established,  and,  as  the  columns  of 
Tfu  Titnea  had  shown,  an  immense  sum  of 
money  had  been  subscribed.  Therefore, 
there  was  this  curious  fact— that  there  had 
been  laiger  demands  than  usual  upon  pub- 
lic charity  at  the  very  time  when  Parlia- 
m&aX  had  just  passed  an  Act,  the  effect  of 
whu^  should  have  been  to  have  provided 
for  the  wants  of  the  destitate  poor  without 
the  necessity  of  any  a^eal  to  private  be* 
nevolenoe.  There  oomd  be  no  oonbt  that 
the  relief  of  the  really  destitute  poor  could 
be  best  administered  tiuongh  the  legal 
means  of  the  Poor  Law,  and  for  this  rea- 
son— that  if  the  destitute  poor  were  once 
encooraged  to  depend  upon  private  charity 
a  great  deal  would  be  done  towards  pre- 
venting those  persons  from  aspiring  to  the 
position  of  the  labouring  men,  and  irom 
seeking  an  honest  living  for  themselves. 
He  hoped  that  the  Returns  he  moved  for 
would  show  what  had  been  done  under  the 
Act  of  last  Session.  He  was  informed  that 
it  would  be  shown  that  the  Act  had  been 
largely  applied;  that  many  wards  had  been 
provided  for  the  reception  of  the  houseless 
poor,  but  that  the  effect  of  the  refUgw  es- 
taUidied  by  private  charity  had  been  to 
prevent  the  destitate  pomr  firom  availing 
thonselvea  of  the  parochial  wards.  If 
such  a  state  of  thmgs  was  allowed  to  con- 
tinue, the  effect  woold  be  to  draw  to  the 
metropolis  a  large  portion  of  the  vagrant 
population  of  the  entire  country.  Those 
persons  would  know  that  in  hard  times 
they  could  always  obtain  food  and  shelter 
in  the  refuges  of  London,  and  thus  the 
effect  of  charitable  efforts  would  be  to  in* 
crease  to  a  lai^  extent  the  pauperism  of 
the  land.  He  could  not,  Qt  course,  state 
what  the  Betums  would  absolutely  prove, 
VOL.  CLXXVH.  [mum  0BBiBs.t 


but  he  was  quite  sure  that  the  subject  was 
one  of  great  importanoe  and  well  deserving 
the  attention  of  the  Poor  Law  Board, 

Eabl  QBANTILLE  said,  the  subject 
was  no  doubt  highly  important,  but  it  was 
not  a  matter  to  be  eamly  disposed  of,  al- 
thoi^h  it  would  certainly  i^ceive  due  at- 
tentwn.  There  was  no  objecticm  to 
producticm  of  the  Betaros. 

Thb  Easl  of  LONGFOBD  remarked, 
tliat  the  meteoptditan  railway  improve- 
ments, for  which  Bills  would  come  before 
Parliunent  in  the  present  year,  would 
drive  from  12,000  to  14,000  people  oat  of 
their  dwellings. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

OreUred,  That  this  Honse  will  not  re- 
ceive any  Petition  for  a  Private  Bill  after 
3%ar»day  the  23rd  iToy  of  March  next,  un- 
less such  Private  Bill  smdl  have  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Court  of  Chancery;  nor  any 
Petition  for  a  Private  Kll  approved  by  the 
Court  of  Chancery  after  JMdojf  the  12fk 
J)ajf  of  Mojf  next : 

0rd&r9dj  That  tills  Kmse  will  not  re- 
ceive any  Beport  from  the  Ju^es,  upon 
Petitions  presented  to  this  House  for 
Private  Bills,  after  Bridajf  the  im  2tey  of 
May  next : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Orders  be  printed 
and  published,  and  afilxed  on  the  Doors  of 
this  House  aid  Westminster  BUI  (No.  2). 

Houe  a^oomed  at  half  put  Five 
0*elm,  till  To-morroir,  half 
pMt  Tea  o'oloek. 


HOUSE  OF  COMHOKS, 
2%wr§dtiy,  Fobnary  9,  1865. 

MINUTES.]— Nnr  HmtuB  Swoair  — Hon. 

Georg«  Frederick  Boyle  for  Bute  Coun^. 
SiLKOT  CoiouTT]^! — General  Committe*  M  Eleo- 

tions ;  Baokraptoy  Act ;  appointed. 
PtTBUo  BiiM—ReioluHon  tit  Committee — Qiuli* 

floation  for  Offloea  Abolition. 
Ordered— Kint  Waters  ProtaoUoii  * ;  Smgs  Utl- 

lUation.* 

Firit  iZ0<u2tt^QtiaUaoatloD  for  Ofieei  Abolition 
[3]  ;  *  Kiver  Waters  ProMon  [SI  * ;  Stwage 
UUliiatioQ  W-* 

PRIVATE  BILLS— APPOnmCENT  OF 
REFEREES. 

AIn.  SPEAKEB  acquainted  the  House, 
that  Mr.  Hugh  Adair  and  Kr.  Hassard, 
Kembeis  of  ttiis  Hoyp^J^^e^l^^ 
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to  serre  as  Beferees  on  Frivate  Bills 
under  the  Standing  Order  of  last  Session, 
he  had  appointed  tiiose  two  Oentlemen  to 
be  Beferees,  together  with  Ur.  Biokards, 
his  Gomuel : — Mr.  Speaker  added,  that  he 
need  not  say  how  great  a  saorifioe  of  their 
time  and  ease  these  Genttemw  were  pre- 
pared to  make  in  taking  upon  thenuuTes 
the  laboiiona  duties  of  Ims  office. 

PRIVATE  BILLS-STANDING  ORDER 
No.  7. 

Standing  Order  Ko.  7  read. 

Mb.  CHABLES  FORSTEK,  in  rising 
to  move  to  amend  the  Standing  Order 
1^0.  7,  by  Bubstitoting  "  three  "  for  "fonr" 
as  the  number  of  Slembers  to  compose  the 
Select  Committee  on  Frivate  Bills,  said, 
the  hen.  and  gallant  Ifemberl'for  North 
lADcadiire  (Colonel  Wilson  Fatten)  had 
last  Sesnon  brought  forward  a  Besolution 
with  respect  to  the  pnvaie  businesB  of  the 
House,  which  was  m^uded  in  the  Stand- 
ing Oiders,  which  he  deemed  to  be  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  ecuvenience  both  of 
hon.  Members  tiiemselTes  as  well  as  of  the 
publio.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
in  morisf  that  Be8(dation,  stated  tlmt  the 
bonness  in  question  had  increased  to  so 
eliormouB  an  extent  as  to  be  beyond  the 
working  powers  of  the  Committees,  and 
that  the  Committee  of  Selection  found 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  naming  the  Com- 
mittees for  Private  Bills,  and  were  conse- 
quently compelled  to  fall  back  upon  a 
body  of  reserve,  or  rather  he  might  call 
them  B  noble  band  of  volunteers,  who 
tiiough  exempt  according  to  the  practice 
of  the  Committee,  inasmuch  as  they  had 
already  stood  the  chances  of  the  panel, 
generously  came  forward  in  the  emergency, 
with  offers  of  assistance.  The  proposal, 
therefore,  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
was  to  reduce  the  number  from  five  to 
three.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  num- 
ber "three"  was  subjected  to  a  sort  of 
trianffular  duel  on  the  oocasioa  between 
the  Hembers  who  were  in  fiavonr  of 
fire  and  those  1^  whon  Uie  number 
"fonr"  was  advocated.  The  result  of 
the  proceedings  showed  how  a  minority 
might  by  accident  become  a  majority. 
A  division  was  first  taken  on  the  ques- 
tion, that  "three"  be  the  number,  and 
the  ICotion  in  favour  of  that  number 
was  negatived  by  a  small  majority,  inas- 
much as  those  who  supported  the  propo- 
sals both  for  '*  five"  and  "  four  "  voted  on 
Ite  mm  ridek  Wlmi,  howerar,  number 
Mr.  SptaUr 


**  five ' '  had  iu  its  turn  been  negatived,  by 
the  combination  of  those  who  were  in 
favour  of  the  numbers  "  three "  and 
"  four,"  many  hon.  Hembers  who  had 
voted  with  the  "  noes  "  on  the  first  divi- 
sion wished  to  retrace  their  steps,  while 
those  who  thought  a  reduction  simply  to 
four  an  arrangement  fall  of  inconvenience, 
yet,  when  obliged  to  accept  it  or  to  have 
no  reduction  at  all,  felt  themselves  called 
upon,  though  very  reluctantly,  to  vote  for 
it.  In  the  course  of  the  discusrion  it  was 
ruled  ftom  the  Chair  that  "three"  having 
been  negatived,  and  a  majority  recorded 
in  favour  of  "four,"  the  decision  of  the 
House  could  not  be  altered  in  tiie  course 
of  that  Session ;  and  it  was  to  give  the 
House  an  opportunity  of  escaping  from 
the  false  position  in  which  it  was  thus 
placed  that  he  made  the  present  Uotion. 
A  reduction  to  fonr,  though  a  reduction 
pro  tanto,  was,  he  contended,  not  such 
a  reduction  as  the  state  of  the  case  de- 
manded, when  the  great  increase  in  the 
amount  of  private  bunness  in  recent 
years  was  taken  into  oonnderation.  The 
Ust  of  Frivate  Bills  fior  the  present  Ses- 
non eontaiiied  695  entries.  But  the  alter- 
ation of  last  year  had  given  rise  to  an- 
other objection  of  a  serious  kind.  Up  to 
the  period  of  the  change  which  had  last 
Session  been  introduced,  the  Hembers  of 
the  various  Committees  took  their  seats  in 
the  Committee-rooms  under  an  equal  sense 
of  responsibility;  but  when  by  the  reduc- 
tion to  fonr  tlie  Chairman  obtained  a  dou- 
ble rote,  a  blow  was  given  to  that  system 
of  equality  which  was  bo  intimately  inter* 
woven  with  all  the  usages  of  Farliament ; 
the  other  Hembers  felt  themselves  in  an 
inferior  position,  and  consequently  felt  a 
diminished  responsibility.  The  House, 
therefore,  in  his  opinion,  by  restoring  the 
scheme  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Hembcr 
for  Korth  Lancashire  to  its  original  shape 
would  not  only  fitoUitate  the  labours  of 
the  Committee  of  Selection,  but  would,  ho 
thought,  ensure  greater  attention  and 
a  greater  feeling  of  responsibili^  on  the 
part  of  the  Hembers  nominated  to  serve. 
Some  persons  Itored  that  by  the  reduction 
of  the  number  to  three,  great  practical 
inconveniences  would  arise,  and  that  stop- 
pages would  be  occasioned.  He  would, 
however,  remind  the  House  that  by  the 
appointment  of  Beferees  the  labours  of 
Committees  would  be  much  shortened,  and 
that  the  eontingenoy  of  a  stoppage  was  now 
more  remote  than  formerly.  In  any  rase 
the  House  m  <famiffg|^s^(g[^^(WW» 
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remedy  the  inconTenienoe  elfher  by  nomi- 
nating other  Members  or  by  oidenng  that 
tiie  Committee  should  proceed  with  the 
dinumBhed  nnmher. 

AmendmMt  proposed,  to  leave  ont  the 
word  *'  fimr/'  in  order  to  insert  tiie  word 
"three,"— (ITr.  OuarUi  .FWvftfr,)— iostead 
thereof) 

Mb.  SMOLLETT  thought  the  proposi- 
tion  made  by  the  hon.  Member  would 
have  hardly  any  effect  in  redacing  the 
onerous  dnnes  discharged  by  certain  Mem- 
bers of  the  House,  and  would  leave  un- 
tonched  the  greatest  evU  of  all— namely, 
tiie  manner  in  which  the  Private  Business 
was  oondaoted  by  that  House.  He  per- 
fectly agreed  with  the  proportion  made 
last  year  by  the  noble  Lord  the  Kember 
for  Stamford  fLord  Bobert  Cecil),  that  it 
was  exceedingly  desirable  that  there  should 
be  a  tribunal  external  to  the  House  of 
Commons  to  which  the  prirate  business  of 
the  country  should  be  referred.  Bat,  ad- 
mitting that  this  suggestion  was  not  prac- 
ticable at  the  present  moment,  he  would 
make  another  by  which  he  thought  that 
the  duties  now  imposed  on  Members 
would  be  greatly  diminished.  For  fire 
years  consecutirely  he  had  now  been 
elected  to  serve  on  Private  Bill  Com- 
mittees, and  he  did  not  think  that  could 
have  happened,  even  with  the  admitted 
pessnre  of  hnsinesSj  had  the  Members 
been  selected  fidrly  and  impartially.  The 
liiet  was  that  a  laige  number  of  Members 
were  not  called  on  to  serve  at  alL  In  his 
opinion,  every  gentiemm  ofElwing  himself 
to  represent  a  constituency  in  Parliament 
ought  to  be  bound  to  take  in  his  turn  the 
duties  devolving  upon  Members  of  the 
House,  and  the  only  exceptions  which  he 
would  make  were  in  the  cases  of  those 
holding  office  under  the  Crown,  and  dis- 
charging duties  from  which  they  could  not 
escape :  any  other  Gentieman  seeking  to 
be  excused  from  attendance  on  Committees 
ought  to  produce  a  medical  certificate  of 
his  inability  to  do  so ;  and  if  dl  took  their 
turns  fairly,  there  would  be  Httie  duty  for 
each  to  discharge.  He  might  be  told  that 
there  were  a  great  many  Gentlemen  fol- 
lowing the  profession  of  the  lav,  and 
oUieiB  who  were  attending  to  duties  in  tiie 
City,  or  otiierwise  employing  their  time 
more  vnAtably  than,  upon  CtMmnittees, 
Bat  if  their  private  and  public  duties 
clashed,  if  they  found  Parliamentary  dntf 
irksome,  they  had  their  remedy — they 
ought  to  resign  their  seats.   Last  year,  on 


one  of  tiie  latest  days  of  the  Session,  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Ifember  for  Dtmdalk 
(Sir  George  Bowyer)  stated  that  he  had 
been  for  three  years  without  serving  on 
Private  Bill  Committees.  He  had  heard, 
with  his  own  ears,  a  Gentleman  declare  in 
the  lobby  that  he  had  avoided  serving  on 
a  Committee  for  seven  years  consecutively. 
How  was  it  done  ?  He  did  not  say  that 
the  Committee  of  Selection  had  taken  the 
names  unfairly,  but  they  certainly  allowed 
a  great  many  men  to  escape  without,  as  it 
appeared,  sufficient  reasons.  In  the  pre- 
sent Session  there  were  between  fiOO  and 
600  Bills,  of  which  400  or  500  at  least 
were  Railway  Bills ;  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  Stockport  (Mr.  'Watkin),  himself  the 
chairman  of  some  railway  companies,  told 
a  meeting  over  which  he  presided  not  long 
ago,  that  he  was  sorry  to  see  sneh  a  lai^ 
number  of  undertakings  propounded  to 
which  there  were  very  few  subscribers  or 
shareholders.  The  fact  of  the  matter  was 
that  a  railway  company  was  got  up  now 
by  an  engineer,  a  speculative  contractor, 
and  an  attorney.  An  old-established 
company  gener^y  took  up  the  scheme, 
in  order  that  some  other  company  might 
not  use  it  to  their  prejudice;  but  the 
public  had  no  interest,  and  were  never 
consulted  in  the  matter— they  were  not 
consulted  and  were  not  asked  to  become 
shareholders — and  there  was  no  opposition 
to  many  of  the  Bills  unless  some  other 
existing  company  thought  that  its  inte- 
rests were  likiBly  to  be  iiynriously  a&cted 
bytheprojectatsomeAitareperim.  I^iere 
were  fifty-four  railway  Bills  from  Scot- 
land, the  part  of  the  kingdom  that  he 
knew  best,  before  the  House  this  Session, 
and  a  groat  number  of  these  fell  under  the 
category  of  Bills  without  shareholders. 
These  could  all  be  got  rid  of  at  one  swoop 
by  referring  them  to  a  Boyal  Commission. 
If  a  Commission  of  this  nature  were  issued 
the  members  should  be  well  paid,  and  it 
should  be  composed  of  men  whose  names 
were  such  as  to  give  a  guarantee  for 
integri^  as  great  as  that  afforded  by 
Committees  under  the  present  system. 
The  Commisriouers  would  proceed  to  Scot- 
land and  take  evidence  upon  the  spot 
ThCT"wo|ild  soon  be  enabled  to  distin- 
gnish  ttiose  Bills  in  which  the  public  had 
any  interest  firom  those  promoted  by  pri- 
vate speculators,  or  having  their  origin  in 
railway  rivalnr,  and  be  able  to  report 
accordingly.  In  this  way,  he  maintained 
that  the  railway  business  of  the  country 
would  be  trannoted  with  greater  ecc^pmy, 
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and  certainly  with  a  greater  regard  for  the 
public  intereets  than  is  now  practised  nn* 
der  the  existing  system.  It  was,  however, 
to  be  expected  that  there  would  he  opposi- 
tion to  l^is  plan  from  all  sides — from  rail- 
way boards,  firom  speoolatiTe  engineers, 
from  railway  contractors,  and  from  touting 
flnanoial  companies,  all  of  whom  would 
be  prepared  to  declare,  and  if  neces- 
sary to  swear,  that  the  present  system 
worked  admirably.  These  were  his  views, 
and  he  did  not  think  it  mattered  whe< 
ther  the  proposition  of  the  h<m.  Uonber 
tox  Walsall  were  carried  or  rejected. 

Six  FRANCIS  GOLDSUID  said,  that 
the  remarks  ot  the  hon.  Gtentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down,  whatever  tlieir  moits, 
had  little  immediate  bearing  on  the  propo- 
sition before  the  House.  Notwithstandmg 
tho  great  experience  of  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Hemberfor  Walsall  (Ur.  G.  Forater).  grave 
objections  seemed  to  him  to  present  ^em- 
selves  to  the  Ifotion  which  he  had  sub- 
mitted. It  generally  happened  that  those 
investigations  which  occupied  the  longest 
time  were  of  the  greatest  importance,  and 
in  such  a  case,  where  the  Committee  con- 
neted  of  five  Members,  if  one  of  the  num- 
ber were  withdrawn  before  the  conclusion 
of  the  inquiry,  owing  to  the  death  of  a 
rdation  or  to  personal  illness,  it  made  very 
little  difference  in  the  end,  because  the 
particular  Uember  was  dischaiged  from 
atten&nce  and  the  renuuning  Members 
completed  the  investigation.  And  this 
would  itiU  be  the  case  lif  the  number  stood 
at  four.  But  if  the  number  were  reduced 
to  three  and  one  of  these  were  withdrawn, 
the  effect  must  be  either  to  reduce  one  of 
the  two  Kembers  to  a  dummy  if  the  Chair- 
man retained  his  casting  vote,  or,  if  this 
were  done  away  with,  to  bring  matters  to 
a  standstill.  It  would  be  a  smaller  incon- 
venience that  the  Standing  Order  should 
remain  as  it  was  at  prraent  than  that  the 
whole  expenditure  should  be  futile,  and 
that  the  parties  should  have  to  begin  over 

again,   

Sir  GEORGE  BOWYER  said,  he  could 
not  regard  the  propoeition  now  before  the 
Souse  as  being  matoially  better  than  that 
adopted  last  Session.   The  number  of  four 
was  inconvenient  because  it  was  neeeasary 
to  give  a  casting  vote  to  the  Chairman, 
and  that  was  a  vor  lame  eiroedient  for 
getting  over  the  difficulty.    He  thought 
that  a  concloaive  objection  to  the  number  i 
four,  but  the  number  three  was  equally  i 
otgeotionable,  because  it  gave  an  ondne  ] 
importance  to  the  Chairman.   If  any  one  I 
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I  Member  of  the  Committee  could  get  the 
Chairman  to  agree  with  him  he  would 
have  it  all  his  own  way.  There  was,  in 
his  opinion,  no  choice  between  three  Mem- 
bera  and  five,  and  it  would  be  much  bettor 
to  go  back  to  the  old  number  of  five.  That 
was  an  unpopular  view,  because  it  entailed 
trouble  upon  a  greater  number  of  Hem- 
ben.  He  believed,  however,  tiiat  the 
complaints  of  Membera  being  overworked 
were  somewhat  exa^erated.  He  himself 
had  been  exempt  from  serving  on  Com- 
mittees for  a  conmderable  period,  and  he 
knew  other  Umbers  who  woe  nevor  put 
.  on  Privato  Bill  Committees  at  all.  If  the 
work  were  m<ne  evoily  distributed  there 
was  no  reason  why  the  House  should  not 
revert  to  the  old  number  of  five.  The  new 
plan  of  appointing  Referees  would  mate- 
rially diminish  the  labours  of  Committees, 
and,  therefore,  the  main  reason  for  dimi- 
nishing  the  number  of  Members  was  very 
nearly  cat  away.  He  could  not  support 
the  number  three  except  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  not  quite  so  bad  as  four,  but 
he  strongly  recommended  the  Honse  to 
go  back  to  the  old  number  five. 

Captain  JERYIS  trusted  hon.  Members 
would  not  decide  the  question  soldy  on 
the  ground  of  personal  inconvenience. 
But  he  hoped  that,  whether  the  number 
consisted  of  three  or  five,  tiie  vote  of  one 
Member  would  be  eonmdered  equal  to  the 
vote  of  another.  He  believM  that  it 
would  take  away  all  ene^  and  responsi- 
bility from  the  Member  of  a  Committee  if 
be  found  that  his  opinion  was  only  worth 
one-half  that  of  the  Member  sitting  next 
to  him.  The  result  would  be  that  ho 
would  leave  all  to  the  Chairman.  He  did 
not  care  much  whether  a  Committee  con- 
sisted of  three  or  five,  but  let  each  Member 
feel  that  his  opinion  was  worth  as  much 
as  that  of  the  Uember  sitting  near  him. 

Mk.  RICHARD  HODGSON  said,  that 
the  question  was  not  the  couvenienoe  or 
inconvenience  of  hon.  Members,  but  what 
tribunal  would  give  the  greatest  satiB&C' 
tion  to  the  parties  who  came  before  it  He 
believed  that  the  feeling  among  those  who 
usually  went  before  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittees was  universal  that  thiee  was  a 
bettw  nomber  than  five.  He  wreed  that 
foor  was  a  nnmber  adopted  mistake.  It 
was  indeed  the  most  absurd  number  of  any 
that  oould  be  su^eeted.  One  strong  rea- 
son in  favour  of  three  was,  that  it  woald 
ratable  the  Committee  of  Selection  to  ap- 
point a  greater  number  of  Committees  at 
the        time,  so  ^th^|^Jhe(gg,t^ 
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legislation  of  the  House  wonM  be  got 
through  with  less  delay,  and  at  an  earUer 
period  of  the  Session.  It  might  be  worthy 
of  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of 
Selection  whether  they  ought  not  to  depart 
from  the  rule  of  excluding  from  Bailway 
Committees  all  Members  connected  with 
railway  interests,  because  the  rule  of  the 
House  excluding  those  Uembere  who  were 
oonneoted  with  the  district  was  quite  eafB.- 
cient  The  rule  prevented  many  most 
competent  persons  from  discharging  im- 
portant public  duties.  He  believed  that 
the  knowledge  of  the  subject  possessed  by 
UmnberB  who  were  now  excluded  would 
Teiy  much  improve  Uie  eompoation  of 

Committees.   

Mb.  HENHY  SEYICOUB  said,  that  the 
proposal  now  before  the  House  was  tibat 
whioh  was  recommended  in  the  Committee 
by  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  King's 
Lynn  (Lord  Stanley).  But  there  were  two 
others,  which  the  noble  liord  coupled  with 
it— the  one  that  the  Committees  should 
ut  at  an  earlier  hour,  and  the  other  that 
the  number  of  days  should  be  limited  on 
which  Members  should  serve.  As  himself 
connected  with  the  railway  interest  he  was 
at  a  loss  to  understand  the  ground  upon 
which  all  who  were  so  situated  were  in- 
nrialdy  excluded  from  serving  upon  Bail- 
way  Committees,  He  beUeved  tbey  would 
act  as  impartudly  us  othermen. 

loBD  STANI^ET  said,  he  proposed  last 
year  that  the  numbor  of  Members  serving 
on  Private  Bill  Committees  should  be  re- 
dnced  to  three.  The  Honse  had  consented 
to  a  reduction  of  the  nnmber,  but  had 
fixed  it  at  four.  Kow,  he  agreed  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Walsall  (Mr.  Charles 
Forster)  that  three  were  preferable  to  four, 
and  for  the  reason,  among  others,  that  it 
would  be  a  saving  of  25  per  cent  on  the 
labour  of  the  House ;  and  seeing  that  the 
number  of  Bailway  Bills  was  greater  now 
than  for  many  years  past,  that  was  a  con- 
uderation  which  the  House  conld  hardly 
afford  to  overlook.  It  was  also  to  be  re- 
membered that  the  more  they  limited  the 
number  of  Members,  the  more  they  fixed 
and  c<Hicentrated  the  reaponsibilitj  of  each. 
They  ought  not  to  limit  the  decision  to  one 
man,  because  every  man  was  liable  to 
orotoliets  and  ihnoies,  which  conld  only  be 
removed  by  discussion.  Short,  hovever, 
of  leaving  the  decision  to  one  man,  he  be- 
lieved that  the  smalls  the  nnmber  the 
better.  If,  for  example,  they  had  twelve 
or  fifteen  instead  of  five,  they  would  have 
infinitely  more  careleas  decuions  than  at 


present.  Lastly,  there  was  the  reason  to 
which  hon.  Members  had  already  adverted 
—namely,  that  b^  adopting  the  number  of 
four  they  were  giving  to  the  Chairman  in 
all  cases  of  doubt  a  double  vote.  Now, 
generally  speaking,  in  these  Private  Bill 
Committees  the  Chairman  had  the  latest 
experience  in  that  class  of  subjects,  and 
his  opinion  necessarily  carried  with  it 
considerable  weight.  He  did  not  think  it 
desirable  to  add  to  that  natural  advantage 
which  the  Chairman  already  possessed  by 
giving  him  a  double  vote.  He  would  admit 
we  cufficnll^  which  was  liable  to  arise  in 
the  event  of  illness;  but  the  House  must 
remember  that  if  Uter  diminished  tiie 
ntunber  of  Members  from  five  to  three 
they  diminished  by  nearly  one-half  the 
amount  of  labour  imposed ;  the  work  would 
be  more  distributed  over  the  House,  and 
there  would  be  no  occasion  for  calling 
upon  Members  to  serve  for  so  great  a 
length  of  time  as  at  present.  He  did 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  present  term 
of  service  upon  Private  Bill  Committees 
was  a  great  deal  too  long,  that  the  time 
and  energies  of  hon.  Members  had  often 
been  unduly  taxed.  He  had  proposed  in 
Committee  that,  except  for  the  purpose 
of  finishing  the  hearing  of  a  case  already 
begun,  a  Member  should  not  be  called 
upon  to  serve  more  than  tea  days.  Under 
these  arrangements,  the  probability  of  a 
Member  being  called  away  by  Ulnesa  m 
inevitable  buuness  was  so  small  that  it 
might  be  put  out  of  the  calonlation.  In 
su^  cases  he  would  allow  purties  who  ob- 
jected to  going  on  with  two  Members  to 
stop  the  hearing,  and  call  for  a  new  Com- 
mittee ;  but  he  believed  that  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten  they  would  rather  go  on  with 
the  Chairman  and  one  Member  than  go 
over  the  same  ground  a  second  time.  In 
that  case  no  one  could  complain,  because 
volenti  non fit  injvria. 

Colonel  WILSON  PATTEN  said,  he 
could  not  enter  upon  the  subject  before 
the  House  without  referring  to  a  remaik 
which  had  been  imported  into  the  discus- 
sion by  the  hon.  Member  for  Dumbarton 
(Mr.  Smollett),  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  membm  of  the  Private  Committea 
were  chosen.  As  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  it  was  his  special 
duty  to  defend  that  C<»nmittee,  and  he 
could  assure  the  hon.  Omtleman  and  the 
Honse  that  the  Committee  of  Selection 
always  endeavoured  to  act  with  equal 
fairness  towards  all  the  Members  fA  that 
House.   If  the  ^■f^  l^^^g^^f^ 
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look  at  the  list  of  the  last  Sesdon,  he 
vould  be  sensible  of  the  diffleult  daly 
which  the  Conunittee  of  Seleetuu  had  to 
disohai^  Koi  cmly  mmt  oertain  Vem- 
ben  of  the  Koaae  be  altogetiiw  omitted, 
bat  towards  the  middle  of  the  Seauon  it 
must  be  remembered  that  many  Uembera 
The  would  be  otherwise  available  were 
engaged  in  Fublio  Committees,  and,  there- 
fore, the  range  of  selection  was  reiy  much 
narrowed.  He  was  very  much  surprised 
to  hear  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Uember  for 
Dnndalk  (Sir  G«orge  Bowyer)  complain  of 
not  baring  been  put  on  a  Private  Commit- 
tee, for  the  hon.  Baronet  had  asked  to  be 
ezoosed  on  the  ground  that  he  was  serving 
on  a  Fublio  Committee  ;  and  if  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  had  not  put  him  on  a 
Private  Committee,  it  was  because  they 
believed  his  attention  was  directed  to 
pnblio  matters.  With  regard  to  the  Mo- 
tion before  the  House,  on  wished  to  aay 
that  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee which  recommended  tiiat  the  num- 
ber shonld  be  reduced  from  five  to  three. 
He  himself  submitted  that  prt^kosal  to  the 
House.  A  division  was  taken  upon  it, 
and  the  Motion  was  rejeoted  by  a  conu- 
derable  majority.  In  the  several  altera- 
tions which  he  had  suggested  last  Session, 
his  object  was  mainly  to  save  the  time  of 
hon.  Members,  and  seeing  that  three  was 
objected  to,  he  was  willing  to  take  four, 
because  it  enabled  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion to  discharge  the  business  with  fewer 
Members.  He  did  not  himself  see  the 
objection  to  the  Committee  of  four.  The 
Standing  Order  said  that  the  Chairman 
should  have  tlm  casting  veto ;  but,  if  that 
was  olgected  to,  they  might  adopt  the 
practioe  of  the  lArds,  wlwre  tiie  votes 
were  all  equal,  and  if  there  waa  an  even 
division,  the  question  was  decided  in  the 
negative.  The  great  objection  which  he 
saw  to  a  Committee  of  three  was,  that  either 
the  whole  three  mast  be  present  every  mo- 
ment that  the  Committee  sat,  wbioh  would 
be  found  much  more  laborious  to  Members 
of  that  House  than  the  present  syatom ;  or 
they  must  make  two  a  quorum,  and,  not- 
withstanding the  opinion  of  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Stanley),  he  v«y  much  doubted 
whether  tbe  great  railway  companies  and 
others  who  might  have  important  interests 
at  stake  would  have  oonfldence  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  two.  The  noble  L(«d  thonght 
tiiey  would  genwall^  agree  to  leave  thdr 
mterests  to  the  dedsion  of  two.  But  hia 
experienoe  led  him  to  a  veiy  dtfibrent  con- 
oluion.  An  aUe  counsel,  befon  he  was 
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two  days  heiote  a  Committee,  would  h«ve 
pretty  well  aseertainod  the  inolinafaeoa  of 
the  Membws  as  to  the  leading  poiata  hi 
dispute ;  and  he  very  mnoh  doubted. 
tbOTofore,  whetiur  there  would  be  tb^ 
general  disposition  whieh  the  noUe  Liwd 
imagined  to  leave  the  matter  in  controversy 
to  i£e  decision  of  two.  And  what,  then, 
would  follow  }  Why,  tiiat  the  meetings 
of  the  Committee  must  be  adjourned,  and 
the  enormous  expense  would  be  doubled 
in  consequence  of  tbe  delay.  He  was  in 
favour  of  three  if  the  thing  could  be  done 
with  justice  to  aU  ;  but  having  considered 
the  subject  doce  last  Sesaon,  and  having 
consulted  men  of  experience  upon  it,  he 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  Com- 
mittee of  three  would  not  answer.  He 
could  not  quit  the  subject  without  express- 
ing to  the  House  the  anxiety  which  he 
felt  at  the  present  moment  in  consequence 
of  the  enmnona  amount  of  private  bnsineu 
before  it.  Then  were  no  lesa  than  695 
Private  Bills  to  be  disposed  of.  It  took 
an  hour  and  twenty  minutes  to  go  tiuongh 
the  Bills  that  were  presented  for  reading 
a  first  time.  That  fact  inclined  him  to 
look  with  trembling  to  the  difficulties 
that  must  be  encountered  during  the  pre- 
sent Session.  Those  difficulties  were  enor- 
mously increased  by  the  absence  of  one 
Member  upon  whom  he  (Colonel  Wilson 
Fatten)  was  accustomed  to  depend  {or 
assistonoe,  and  whose  loss  would  be  greatly 
felt ;  he  alluded  to  the  late  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means,  Mr.  Massey,  who  had 
been  iq>pointed  to  an  importut  office  in 
India.  He  eongratulated  him  upon  that 
appointment,  but  onrtiunly  the  difficnltiea 
in  the  way  of  the  transaotioa  oi  bunnesa 
in  that  House  were  enormously  inereaaed 
by  his  absence.  Tbe  Gmtlfflnan,  who- 
ever he  might  be,  who  should  auooeed 
Mr.  Massey,  would  have  a  task  to  per- 
form of  which  men  nnaociutomed  to 
it  had  but  little  idea.  But  Mr.  Massey  was 
BO  thoroughly  acquainted  with  it  that  he 
was  a  host  in  himself.  Pwhaps  the  right 
hon.  OenUeman  the  President  of  the  B<»rd 
of  Trade  would  favour  the  House  with 
his  opinion  on  the  subject  before  it. 

Mr.  MILNEE  GIBSON  said,  the  i>ro- 
posal  to  change  tiie  numbOT  composing 
their  Committees  on  Private  Bills  arose 
entirely,  he  believed,  from  the  difficulty 
which  the  hon.  uid  gallant  Member  for 
North  Laneashire  (Ooloael  Wilson  Patten) 
found  in  getting  a  auffioiait  nombw  ta 
Member!  to  compose  the  nnmenms  Oom- 
mitteet  that  w«te  reqaired     ~  ~ 
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He  thoaght  ths  feeing  of  the  Honae  on 
the  fiwmer'ooCMioit  vai  that  a  Committee 
of  fire  van  in  itielf  a  good  GtHumittoe. 
,  He  (Mr.  ICilner  Gibsan)  was  certainly  in 
'  favour  of  adhering  to  the  CommittM  of 
five.  It  was  not  so  nnmerona  as  to  lessen 
the  aenae  of  responsibility  in  the  individnal 
UraibeTs,  and  at  the  same  time  the  absence 
of  one  or  two  Members  from  unaToidable 
causes  did  not  reduce  it  below  afair  quorum. 
He  was  therefore  in  faronr  of  adhering  to 
the  Committee  of  five  as  Ihe  beat.  K, 
however,  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Korth  Lancashire  stated  positively  that  he 
could  not  get  the  Hembers  in  sufficient  num> 
bers  to  make  up  Committees  to  oonsist  of 
five  Members,  that  was  a  praotioal  difficulty 
Thick  required  to  be  met  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Goitlemui  waa  of  eourae  the  beat 
authoitty  on  the  subject,  and  when  he  aaid 
tiiat  he  oould  not  get  five  It  teemed  to  him 
(Mr.  Milner  Qibaon)  to  be  not  an  unrea- 
Bonable  propoaal  that  the^  should  try  four 
—that  waa  to  say,  four  with  a  caetiag  vote 
to  the  Chairman.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  said  four  without  a  caatiog  vote. 
He  (Mr.  Milner  Gibaon)  believed  that  waa 
the  praotioe  in  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  when  the  Committee  waa  equally 
divided,  for  instance^  on  the  queation  whe- 
tiier  the  preamble  was  proved,  that  it  was 
to  be  taken  aa  not  proved.  A  Committee 
of  four  had  this  great  advantage  over  a 
Committee  of  three,  that  if  one  Member 
waa  abaent  from  illness,  or  any  other  un- 
avoidable  cauae,  the  Committee  would  not 
be  reduced  below  its  quomm  of  three, 
partiee  oould  have  ue  intestigation  atill 
oanied  on.  That  wai  so  fiur  in  favour  of 
a  Committee  of  four.  He  must  aa^  that 
he  tiiongfai  the  publio  would  view  it  as  a 
emous  arrangement  for  their  intwests  if 
they  were  to  have  a  Committee  of  three 
only  at  the  commencement,  with  the  chance 
that  through  the  absence  of  one  person, 
which  might  well  happen  not  only  from 
illness  bat  from  various  other  causea,  an 
enormous  expenditure  ahould  go  for  no- 
thing, and  that  the  investigation  ahould 
doee  owing  to  a  circumstance  for  which 
the  parties  were  not  at  all  reaponaible. 
He  did  not  himself  agree  that  there  ought 
to  be  a  quorum  of  two  with  a  Committee 
of  three.  He  thou^t  it  very  undesirable 
that  they  ahould  ever  have  a  Committee  of 
two.  However,  he  was  prepared  to  take 
the  obaooe  of  three.  It  was  a  queation 
altogether  for  the  Hooie  to  detonnine. 
If  &e  Honaa  said  thiee,  he  would  submit 
to  take  three  with  all  its  ohanees.  He 


ttiought  the  hon.  Membw  for  North  Lan* 
oashire  on^ht  to  be  taken  as  the  principal 
authmity  m  this  matter,  and  if  that  gal- 
lant Gentleman  was  wepared  to  agree 
to  four,  then  he  should  aupport  him,  and 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman  aud  that  three 
waa  sufficirat,  in  that  oaae  he  diould  vote 
iot  three. 

Mb.  BENTINCK  aaid,  he  agreed  that 
the  House  and  the  country  owed  a  deep 
debt  of  gratitude  to  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Membw  for  North  Lanoaahire  (Colonel  Wil- 
aon  Fattra)  and  the  Committee  oi  Selection 
for  the  admirable  way  in  which  they  dia* 
ohaiged  the  arduona  and  difficult  dutiea 
devolviiig  upon  them.    Bat  aa  far  aa  Uie 

aueation  now  before  them  waa  concerned, 
la  House  had  but  very  Uttle  dioice  in 
the  matter.  Prom  what  he  had  heard 
from  the  hon.  Member  who  broi^t  finv 
ward  this  Ibtion,  it  appeared  the 
number  of  Hembm  waa  inauffioient  ibr 
the  work  they  had  to  do ;  and,  aa  the 
number  of  Bills  waa  on  the  increase,  while 
the  number  of  available  Membera  in  the 
Houae  remained  the  aame,  he  agreed  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Walsall  that  some 
change  must  be  made,  or  the  whole  thing 
muat  of  necessity  soon  come  to  a  dead  lock. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Dumbartonahire 
(Mr.  Smollett)  had  passed  a  censure  upon 
the  Committee  of  Selection  with  which  he 
could  not  agree ;  but  he  did  concur  moat 
cordially  in  fais  censnrea  npon  the  mode  in 
whidi  much  q(  thia  Private  Bill  legislation 
originated.  And  there  waa,  besides,  a 
praotioe  now  oommm  which  led  to  a  great 
amount  of  inconTenienee  and  injnatice. 
He  would  not  say  a  word  in  disparagement 
of  the  abUi^  and  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittees and  VMai  Chairmen;  no  doubt  thnr 
performed  the  work  intrusted  to  them  wiui 
great  ability  and  atteotion.  But  different 
Committeea  naturally  held  different  views, 
and  the  conseqaence  was  there  were  no 
regular  precedents,  and  deoiaions  were 
sometimes  given  reveraing  the  deoisiona  of 
previous  Committees.  Acting  upon  tiiia 
fact,  Billa  were  brought  in  year  after  year, 
although  rejected  probably  from  the  juat 
opposition  of  parties  interested  in  the  pro- 
ject ;  and  yet,  to  the  great  inconvenience 
of  the  House,  brought  in  again  upon  the 
chance  of  getting  a  favourable  Committee, 
or  of  wearing  out  the  opposition  by  the 
enormous  ezpenae  it  often  involved,  l%at 
practice  ought  to  be  put  a  stop  to ;  and  he 
trasted  that  whatever  arrangement  waa 
now  come  to  it  would  be  understood  to  be 
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Honae  ironld  take  into  its  early  considera- 
tion the  question  whether  tome  more  sjBte- 
matie  ooiuw  of  action  coold  not  be  devised, 
Thereby  the  pablio  would  be  protected 
from  the  encroachments  of  railwi^  and 
other  companies. 

IfK.  3(ABSH  was  in  fsTonr  ti  three 
Uembers  to  serre  on  Committees,  because 
by  adoptiog  that  number  you  would  lessen 
the  labours  of  the  House,  insure  greater 
attention  and  responsibility  from  eaoh 
Committee,  avoid  the  objection  as  to  the 
Chairman's  casting  vote,  and  at  the  same 
time  give  satisfaction  to  the  parties.  It 
very  rarely  happened  that  one  Hember 
of  the  Committee  fell  ill  during  the 
inquiry;  but  if  any  such  absence  oc- 
curred, a  third  Uembor  might  be  added, 
he  being  fkunished  with  the  minutes  of 
evidence. 

Hb.  HENLET  said,  he  quite  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Hr.  IQner 
Gibson)  that  they  ought  veir  much  to  be 
guided  the  hon.  and  gwant  Member 
for  ITorth  Lancashire  in  thL  matter.  "What 
flut  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  had  said 
^ve  him  a  strong  feeling  on  the  sub- 
ject Th^  had  now  to  decide,  almost 
upon  sudden  notice  at  the  commencement 
of  a  Session,  whether  they  should  not  re- 
Terse  what  was  done  at  the  close  of  the 
previous  Session,  when  the  number  of 
Members  to  serve  on  Private  Bill  Commit- 
tees was  reduced  to  four.  How  stood  the 
ease  ?  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
ll'orth  Lancashire  said  he  was  in  &vonr  of 
three ;  but  that  reconsideration  had  made 
him  doubt  the  soundness  of  that  opinion, 
because  they  could  not  avoid  tbe  risk  of 
the  three  coming  down  to  two.  If  they 
could  be  sure  always  of  three  there  would 
pOThapa  be  no  difficulty ;  but  if  the  Com- 
mittee were  reduced  to  two,  was  it  likely, 
where  great  interests  were  involved,  that 
the  parties  would  be  satisfied  with  their 
dension,  omd  not  bring  tide  matter  upon 
the  floor  of  the  House  ?  That  was  a  very 
serious  risk,  and  he  thought  it  was  clear 
the  House  would  not  be  satisfied  to  rest 
on  the  decision  of  two.  If  his  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  said  three,  he  (Mr.  Henley) 
would  agree  to  try  that  number  for  the 
year,  but  he  should  be  more  contented  to 
take  four;  and  for  this  reason,  that  last 
year  the  House  affirmed  it.  But  he  felt 
confident  neithw  the  House  nor  the  partiM 
wonld  be  latiafied  with  the  dedaion  of 
two. 

Kb.  SCOXTBFIEU)  said,  the  weight  of 
authority  was  in  favour  of  fbur  rather  thu 


three.  He  could  see  no  posubility,  how- 
ever, of  any  machinery  being  devised  which 
would  enable  the  House  to  deal  wi^  the 
enormous  mass  of  Private  Bills,  most  of 
them  purely  speculative,  now  brought  in 
every  Session.  The  House  should  not 
foiget  that  an  attempt  was  to  be  made  to 
carry  out  a  new  system  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Beferees,  and  it  would  be  well  to 
see  how  that  worked ;  but  if  the  House 
were  still  called  upon  to  pass  every  Session 
the  large  number  of  Private  Bills  brought 
before  them,  it  was  not  possible  to  devise 
machinery  which  wonld  prevent  a  strain 
upon  the  time  of  the  House.  The  Report 
of  the  Committee  which  sat  last  Session 
on  this  subject  said  the  only  way  to  meet 
the  difficulty  was  to  diminidi  the  quantify 
of  the  work  to  be  performed.  Mr.  Massey 
fully  agreed  with  that  Beport,  which  was 
almost  unanimously  agreed  to ;  and  he  be- 
lieved that  the  House  would  soon  be  com- 
pelled in  self-deflBnoe  to  adopt  that  view 
of  the  case. 

Six  QEOBGE  GRET  collected  from 
what  had  ftllen  firom  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  (Colonel  Wilson  Fatten)  that  he 
thought  it  expedient  to  try  four  Memhos, 
and  in  this  case  the  only  question  would 
be  whether  the  Chairman  should  have  a 
casting  vote.  If  you  could  always  insure 
that  three  Members  would  be  present, 
three  would  fbrm  a  very  competent  Com- 
mittee ;  but  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Sing's  Lynn  (Lord  Stanley)  had  said 
that  very  great  difficulty  might  arise  if 
the  Committee  were  reduced  to  two,  and 
he  proposed  to  get  over  that  difficulty  by 
providing  that  the  inquiry  should  pnweed 
with  two  Members,  by  consent  of  both  par- 
ties. But,  in  practice,  that  consent  would 
hardly  ever  be  given.  When  a  Bill  was 
opposed  late  in  the  Sesnon,  the  oppoeing 
party  would  of  course  refuse  thdr  oonsoi^ 
and  would  throw  upon  tiie  promoters  the 
necessity  of  beginning  de  nem  ;  so  that  the 
Bill  wonld  be  defeated  mere  lapse  of 
time.  He  thought  it  bettw,  on  the  wh(de, 
to  adhere  to  ^e  decision  arrived  at  by 
the  House  last  Session,  whuh  would  of 
itself  afford  oonsidenihle  relief  to  hon. 
Members. 

Mb.  SCLATEB-BOOTH  said,  he  had  a 
strong  feeling  against  the  proposal  to  give 
a  casting  rote  to  the  Chairman.  He  willed 
to  ask  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
North  Lanoariiire  whether,  in  the  event 
of  four  being  agreed  to,  he  would  be  ia«* 
pared  to  carry  out  the  suggestion  to  aboiiah 
the  casting  Tc»te  of  the  Chainnun?  . 
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CoLORBL  WILSON  PATTEN  naid,  his 
intention  undoubtedly  was  that  they  should 
try  four  for  the  Session.  If  that  proposal 
were  agreed  to,  he  would  undertake  to 
giTe  notice  of  a  3f  otiou  to  abolish  the  oast* 
ing  Tote  of  the  Chairman. 

Questioopat,  "That  tibe  word  'four' 
stand  part  of  the  said  Standing  Order." 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  154;  Noee 
73:  MqoritySa. 

PRIVATE  BILLS— PRINTING  PETITIONS. 

Ms.  TORKENS  said,  that  towards  the 
end  of  last  Sesaioa  he  brought  fonmd  a 
Ifotion  similar  to  the  one  he  now  intended 
to  propose,  and  the  late  Chairman  <^  Com- 
mittees then  stated  as  aa  olgeotifm  to  it 
the  increased  expenditnre  it  nught  oast  on 
pOTBons  appearing  before  Private  Bill  Com- 
mittees, but  promised  tha^  during  the 
recess,  he  would  consult  withparUes  inte- 
rested in  such  Sills  on  the  subject,  holding 
out  an  expectation  tiiat  he  would  this  Ses- 
non  agree  to  some  such  proposition.  The 
late  Chairman  of  Committees  had  now  left 
that  House,  and  he  had  not  had  the  op- 
portunity of  «eeing  that  hon.  Qentleman 
since  last  Session.  He  would  not  now 
have  ventured  to  propose  this  Motion  had 
not  many  experienced  Members  of  the 
House,  well  versed  in  the  practice  of 
Private  BUI  Committees,  fully  conourred 
in  the  advisabilify  of  the  Besolution  being 
Inotq^t  forward.  Under  the  present 
nstran,  the  Members  of  a  Private  Bill 
Committee  had  no  opportunity  of  seeing 
tiie  petitions  of  parlies  until  tiiey  assem- 
blea  in  the  Committee-room ;  then,  on 
applying  to  the  clerk,  he  coiUd  have  it 
handed  ovra*  to  him  engrossed  in  a  cum- 
brous form  on  a  parchment  almost  as  large 
as  the  table  before  which  he  sat.  If  he 
perused  it  he  must  do  so  at  a  time  when 
perhaps  counsel  was  speaking,  or  some 
witness  giving  important  evidence.  To 
obviate  tiiis  inconvenience  he  would  pro- 
pose that  the  petitions  conneoted  with  Pri- 
vate Bills  should  be  sent  to  the  Members 
of  Private  Bill  Committees  two  days  before 
the  assembling  of  each  Committee ;  and  he 
would  also  propose  that  t^e  Private  Bills 
themselves  should  be  fbrwarded  to  the 
Members  of  the  Committee  two  days  pre* 
vious  to  the  assembliDg  of  each  Committee. 
He  thought  it  would  be  an  im^vement 
if  t  oopy  of  each  petitioa  were  delivered 
along  with  the  Bill  in  the  manner  he 
Imposed.  Ifombers  of  Committees*  might 


thereby  have  an  oppmrtunity  of  consider^ 
ing  what  the^  were  to  adjudicate  on,  and 
of  comparing  the  statements  in  the  peti- 
tion with  the  promoters'  Bill.  The  Chair- 
man of  Committees  objected  last  Session 
to  this  on  the  ground  of  the  increased 
expense  it  would  occasion ;  but  he  had 
since  ascertained  by  inquiries  that  fifty 
copies  of  a  petition  taking  up  four  pages 
could  be  printed  in  the  t^  used  for 
printing  the  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  the 
House  at  a  cost  of  less  than  28«.,  and 
that  250  copies  would  cost  considerably 
under  £2  10a.  The  despatch  of  business 
before  Private  Bill  Committees  would  ob- 
viously be  fitoilitated  by  the  adoption  of 
his  suggestion ;  and  he  begged,  therefore, 
to  move  a  new  Standing  Order  to  flie 
effeot— 

"  Th&t  on  ererj  Prirate  Bill,  to  be  oonaidered 
by  a  Committee  of  this  House,  M  Petitions  pre- 
•ented  against  suob  Bills  be  printed  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Petitioners,  and  Copies  of  those 
PetitioDB,  as  well  as  a  Copy  of  the  Bill  to  be  oon- 
sidered,  be  delivered  to  each  Member  of  the  Cun- 
mittee  not  less  than  two  days  preTioas  to  its 
assembliDg."— (Jfr.  Torrmt.) 

CotoiTEL  WILSON  PATTEN  said,  he 
believed  this  proposition  was  a  very  reason- 
able one,  but  at  the  same  time  thought 
it  most  involve  a  considerable  increase 
of  expense  to  the  parties  appearing  be- 
fore these  Committees.  He  had  seen  the 
Motion  on  the  paper  only  within  the  last 
few  hours,  and  had  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  the  opinion  of  persons 
interested  on  that  point.  Perhaps,  there- 
ton,  the  hon.  Member  would  be  kind  • 
enough  to  postpone  the  Motion  for  a  day 
or  two. 

Mb.  TOERENS  said,  he  shonld  be 
happy  to  act  upon  the  suggestion  of  UiO 
hon.  Member  for  North  Lwcashire ;  but, 
having  already  ascertained  that  the  ex- 
pense that  would  result  from  the  adoption 
of  his  proposal  would  be  so  very  trifling, 
he  thought  the  House  would  gain  nothing 
by  further  inquiry. 

CoLoiraL  WILSON  PATTEN  said, 
that  taking  the  hon.  Member's  word  on 
that  poin^  he  wonld  aoqniesoe  in  hia 
Motion. 

Ma.  MILNER  QIBSON  thought  it  d»- 
siraUe  that  the  suMestion  of  the  hon. 
Member  tax  ITortii  Lancashire  ahould  be 
acted  upcHL  by  the  propose  of  Ihe  present 
Motion.  He  (Mr.  Milner  Gibson)  had  a 
strong  impression  that  Mr.  Mass^,  the 
late  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waj» 
and  Means,  had  some  olgecttni  to  Ae 
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tUflratioL  now  pnposed,  bnt  he  oonld 
not  poutivdy  ny.  He»  howerar,  hopod 
tiie  bcm.  Ibmur  mmld  poa^one  hit 

Motion. 

Kb.  TOSEENS  uiid,  he  agreed  to  it, 
but  did  BO  very  onwiUingty. 

Motion,  hy  leave,  vfithdrawn. 

Standing  Ordet  195  read,  and  amended. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 
Ms.  HENET  SEYMOUR  moTed— 

"Hut  a  Matnge  be  ttnt  to  tlw  Lords  nqnait- 
iug  their  Lordafaipe  to  Mmmonimte  to  this  Houh 
the  MiDQtM  of  ErideoM  whioh  mmj  be  taken  be- 
fore ererj'  Committee  oa  ft  Prlnte  Bill  orifinm- 
tinslo  the  preeent  Setrion  with  their  Lordniipe, 
and  wnt  down  to  tbia  Hotue." 

He  said,  that  his  object  was  to  diminish 
the  labcHir  without  dimioiduDg  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  inqniries  before  their  Private 
Bill  Gominitteffi.  With  the  Minutes  of  the 
Eridenoe  taken  before  the  Lords'  Commit- 
tee in  his  haoda,  the  Chairman  of  a  Pri- 
-rate  Bill  Oommittee  of  that  Hoose  would 
be  able  to  indicate  to  Goonsel  the  p<nnt8 
to  which  their  attoUiiim  should  be  re- 
stricted. 

Motion  a^Md  to. 

REGIMENTAL  QUARTERMASTERS, 
(tvssnos. 

Sib  FBEDEBIC  SMITH  asked  the 
tTnder  Secretary  of  State  tar  War,  Whe- 
ther he  has  received  the  Beport  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  inqnire  into  the 
condition  of  the  B^mental  Quart«inas- 
ters,  and  whether  it  is  intended  to  laj 
it  upon  the  table  of  the  House,  or  to  take 
any  action  upon  it  ? 

The  Mabqvbbb  of  HARTINOTON  said, 
the  Report  in  quration  had  been  received, 
and  there  would  be  no  objection  to  lay  it 
on  the  table.  The  Committee  made  seve- 
ral  recommendations,  some  of  them  in- 
Tolving  questions  of  a  flnanoial  nature, 
which  would,  of  course,  require  the  oon< 
^deration  of  the  War  Office  and  the  Trea- 
SQiy.  Other  recommendations  involved 
mattm  affscting  tiie  discipline  and  inter- 
nsd  oqianiution  of  the  army,  and  th^ 
wonid  have  to  nndeigo  the  consideration 
of  the  Secretary  (tf  lE^bite  fbr  War  and  the 
Commander-in*Cliief.  In  bringing  for- 
ward the  Army  Esttmates,  he  would  state 
what  were  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee^  and  how  fsr  the  War  Office 
proposed  to  take  action  up(m  thsm. 


ABINGDOK  GAOL. 

QU&BTION. 

Ma.  DAR6T  ORIFFITE  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  the  PrLstxis  Bill,  about  to 
be  brought  in,  will  remain  the  same  as 
that  brought  in  by  him  last  Session  with 
respect  to  Clause  13,  Fart  III.  of  tiie 
Bill,  authorizing  the  disoontinnance  and 
disposal  of  Abingdon  Oaol  1 

Sib  GEOKQE  GREY  said,  that  as  he 
would  on  Monday  next  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  upon  the  subject  of  Frisoos, 
he  thought  it  would  be  more  convenient 
that  he  should  postpone  until  that  period 
any  explanations  upon  the  subjeot  of  the 
him.  OenUeman's  question. 

aOTAL  DOCK  IN  OORK  HARBOUR. 
QUBtnoir. 

Mb.  HENNE8SY  asked  tiie  Secretary 
to  Uie  Admiralty,  What  steps  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  take  with  reference  to 
tiie  recommendation  made  hj  the  Select 
Committee  of  last  Session  m  fovour  of 
establishing  a  Royal  Dock  in  Cork  Har- 
bour? 

Lord  CLARENCE  PAGET  begged  to 
inform  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  in  a  few 
days  tiie  Navy  Estimates  would  be  laid 
on  the  taUe.  Zt  would  be  very  inoonve- 
nient  that  he  should  now  any  detidled 
infiH'mation  as  to  what  was  oontoined  in 
those  Estimates,  bnt  he  had  no  objection 
to  state  thus  fiir  that  the  Government  in- 
tended to  proceed  with  the  Dock  in  Cork 
Harbour. 

RAILWAY  ACOIDEMTS. 
auBSTTOir. 

Mr.  BENTINCK  asked  tiie  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  repeated  recurrence  of 
Rulway  Accidents,  it  is  the  intention  of 
Her  l^esty's  Government  to  introduce, 
dnring  tiie  present  Session,  any  measure 
for  the  better  prevention  of  Railway  Ae- 
oidents,  founded  on  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Railway  Accidents  which 
was  laid  upon  the  taUe  of  the  House  in 
the  year  1868  ? 

Mb.  MILNEB  GIBSON :  The  first  le- 
commendation  of  the  Committee  over  whuh 
my  hon.  Friend  presided  in  the  year 
1858  was  that  the  Board  of  Tnde  should 
be  invested  with  the  fullest  powers  to 
investigate  and  to  report  to  Paruament  <n 
any  aooidenta  whi^g^^n^htQ^fja- 
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wayi.  It  k  lut  ths  i&tentipa  of  As  Go- 
Ternment  to  ask  Farliament  to  inTwt  the 
Board  of  Trscto  witb  thon  powers,  )3e- 
oaiue  it  has  not  been  found  by  ei^ri- 
enoe  that  saoh  poTen  are  required,  inaa- 
muoh  as  tdl  aooidents  that  take  place 
undergo  inquiry,  and  tiie  railway  com- 
panies hare  been  found  willing  to  supply 
the  Inspectors  who  eonduot  those  inquiries 
with  all  the  information  that  is  needed. 
Another  recommend^ion  of  the  commit* 
tee  was,  that  it  should  be  imperative  on 
every  railway  company  to  establish  means 
of  oommouication  between  the  guards  and 
the  wgine-drivon.  The  question  of  estab- 
lidiing  that  oommanioahon,  as  also  the 
qnestiMi  of  establia^og  a  communic^cMi 
between  passengers  and  guards,  has  been 
under  the  consi  deration  of  a  Conunittee  at 
tiie  Bailmy  dealing  House,  composed  of 
npresMitatiTes  of  the  prinmpal  railway 
oompanies ;  but  thm  haTe  not  yet  made 
their  repwt,  and  I  cannot,  ^erefore, 
tell  what  course  may  be  decided  upon 
in  reference  to  this  subject.  But  the 
Bepni  is,  I  believe,  upon  the  point  of 
being  issued,  and  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  (Ejection  to  laying  it  upon  the  table 
of  the  House  if  it  be  desired.  The 
House  wiU  then  see  what  course  the 
Bailway  Committee  propose  themselves  to 
hdapt  to  give  effect  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  this  House ;  but, 
as  at  presei^  advised,  it  is  not  the  inten- 
tion of  tiie  Government  to  bring  in  any 
Bill  upon  the  subject.  The  next  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  was  with  re- : 
gard  to  the  eatablidunent  of  telci^phio 
eunmunication  along  the  line  of  railways, 
and  telegraphing  the  despatch  of  traius 
— a  very  excdlent  recommendation,  and 
one  very  well  calculated  for  the  prevention 
(rf  aooidents.  That  system  has  already 
been  very  extensively  adq>ted  by  the  rail- 
way companies  without  its  having  been 
rendered  imperative  by  legislation ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  it  wiU  oltimately  be  uni- 
vwsaUy  raiployed.  Its  adoption  is  cer- 
•  tainly  on  the  increase,  and  the  system  is 
already  in  force  on  the  prinapal  railways. 
So  for,  therefore,  as  these  recommendations 
ci  the  Committee  are  eoncerned,  it  does 
not  ^aar  to  the  Gtovemmant  that  there 
is  any  neoeasity  for  legislation  to  give  effect 
to  mam ;  dot  is  it  deiirable  to  ihield  the 
nilw^  oompaniea  ham.  tilie  raspoosibilifcy 
wludh  now  oerolvM  upon  them  to  provide 
for  the  safety  of  the  pnblio  travelUng  by 
their  lines.  I  may  be  permitted  to  state 
aa  malyaiB  « the  Betoins  riiowi  with 


weguA  to  railway  aooidsnts  f«r  the  year 
1864.  It  is  tineuierehas  bem  as  inwease 
railway  aeoidents  to  passenger  trains  in 
1868,  over  1864.  In  1863  there  were 
fifty-two  aecidents  to  passenger  trains ;  in 
1864  there  were  seventy-seven  separate 
accidents.  That  is  certuuly  a  very  oon- 
sidereble  increase ;  but  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  there  had  also  been  a  con- 
siderable increase  in  the  number  of  trains 
run  upon  the  railways  and  in  the  amount 
of  mileage.  With  regard  to  ^e  number 
of  passengers  killed  and  injured.  I  find 
that  during  the  year  1864  —  taldng  the 
probable  amount,  because  the  exact  figoiw 
have  not  yet  been  made  up,  but  tiie  ac- 
count must  be  very  near  tne  njark— the 
railways  have  convOTod  320,000,000  pas- 
sengers, exclusive  of  season  ^ket>hol^rB, 
and  that  fourteen  persons  altogether  have 
been  killed,  or  oneout  of  every  15,714,285 
persons  carried.^  As  to  persons  injured,  I 
find  the  proportion  to  be  one  out  of  every 
815,638  passengers.  There  has  been  during 
the  year  a  condderable  increase  in  the 
number  of  passengers  injured,  but  the  list 
of  passengers  killed  shows  a  decrease  as 
compared  with  fhe  preceding  year,  I  do 
not  think  these  Returns  show  that  railway 
accidents  have  occasioned  any  very  con- 
siderable loss  of  life  or  any  very  great 
amount  of  injury  to  passengers;  bn^  at 
the  same  time,  the  railway  companies  have 
paid  a  very  heavy  penalty  for  the  injuries 
they  caused  to  persons  travelling  on  their 
lines.  During  the  year  1863  ttie  amount 
of  the  denudes  and  indemnities  tb^  thus 
paid  did  not,  I  believe,  foU  mnoh  short  of 
£170,000,  it  might  be  more.  ITndftr  these 
cireumstanoes,  it  does  not  appear  to  tiie 
Government  that  it  is  necessary  to  under* 
take  to  make  any  regulations  for  the 
management  of  railways,  or  to  diminish 
the  responsibility  of  the  companies  for  the 
safe  oonv^anoe  of  the  public. 

CASE  OF  MB.  CHARLES  A8HW0RTH. 
QVEsnoir. 

Ma.  SAZLEY  asked  the  Seozetary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  Wheuwr 
his  attention  has  been  directed  to  a  gross 
outrage  committed  upon  llr.  Charles  Ash- 
worth,  of  Fairfield  and  of  Egerton  Hall, 
Lancashire,  who  was  seized  by  a  pretended 
FoUoe  Officer  at  Shrewsbury,  robbed  of 
his  watch,  money,  and  other  property,  and 
then  taken  before  Uie  Borough  Magistrate^ 
and,  under  their  orders,  inoarccurated  Ibr 
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mectable  and  liberal  bail  was  offered  on 
lae  arrival  of  a  clerical  friend,  but  refaaed, 
and  tiie  tefltimonr  of  his  high  respectability 
disregarded;  and,  wheUier  the  Magistrates 
hare  been  removed  from  the  Commission 
of  the  Peaee  ? 

Sib  0£0BGE  QBET  said,  he  had  re- 
ceived no  information  whatever  with  re- 
gard to  tiie  outrage  committed  on  Ur. 
Asbworth,  and  he  deeply  regretted  that 
he  bad  been  subjected  to  it.  No  complaint 
had  been  made  to  him  as  to  the  conduct 
of  any  magistrate  oonoemed  in  the  trans- 
action, nor  had  any  representation  reached 
the  Home  Office  upon  tiie  subject. 

BELFAST   OOUHISSION  OF 

INQUIRY.— QUESTION. 

He.  O'EEILLT  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  When  he  will  lay  upon 
the  table  of  the  House  the  Beport  of  the 
Belfast  Commission  of  Inquiry ;  and  whe- 
ther he  intends  to  propose  any  legislation 
founded  on  that  Beport  ? 

Sib  BOBEBT  PEEL  said,  he  believed 
the  Beport  would  be  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
Members  in  a  fisw  dsys.  He  did  not,  of 
ooorse,  know  certainly  what  would  he  the 
Datore  ot  its  reonnmendationa,  and  he 
could  not  tiierefore  say  whether  the  Go- 
Tcmment  would  propose  any  l^slatioa 
founded  upon  them.  But  he  coi^d  state 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  introduce  a  measure  with  refer- 
ence to  the  condition  the  town  of  Bel- 
fiut 

COLONIAL  GOVERNORS'  RETIRING 
ALLOWANOES^UESTION. 

Mb.  BAHXIE  COCHRAme  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  fbrthe  Colonies,  If,  dur< 
ingthe  recess,  tiie  case  of  the  ez-Qovemore 
of  Colonieshad  been  taken  into  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Government ;  and  whether  a 
Bill  will  be  introduced  to  grant  them  re- 
tiring pensions  ? 

Ub.  CABDWELL  said,  the  esse  of  ex- 
Goremors  of  colonies  had  been  considered 
during  the  recess,  and  a  Bill  was  in  prepa- 
tioD,  having  for  its  olgect  to  provide  pen- 
sions for  ^ose  whose  services  had  been 
sufficient  to  mtitle  than  to  snoh  provi- 

ttOO. 

LORDS  OOMiaSSIONERS'  SPEECH. 
KOTioir  or  BvmT. 

lords  Commissioner^  Speeoh,  eefwiidlMV^ 
and  again  read  by  Mr.  Sfsuoou 


Motion.  "  That  a  Supply  be  granted  to 
Her  Majesty." 

Committee  fherenpon  To-morrmo* 

BANKRUPTCY  ACT. 
SBXEOI  COKHmEE  APPODTTBD. 

Mb.  MOPFATT  said,  it  would  be  in 
the  recollection  of  the  House  that  last 
Session  he  called  attention  to  the  state  of 
the  bankruptcy  system,  and  obtained  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  and  report  upon  it  He  would  not  go 
over  the  ground  he  then  traversed,  or  state 
at  any  length  the  result  of  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  Committee.  He  would  not 
trouble  them  with  the  weary  details  of 
the  evidence  as  to  the  utter  inefficiency  of 
the  old  system  of  bankruptcy ;  how  th^ 
found  Commissioners  irregular  in  their 
attendance,  negligent  of  their  duties,  loose 
and  uncertain  and  frequently  contradictwy 
in  their  judgments,  and  giving  the  greatest 
dissatisfimtion  to  suitors;  how  the  official 
assignees,  who  were  paid  under  a  wrong 
system,  were  also  careless  and  indiffiBrent 
to  the  interests  confided  to  their  care, 
and  some  of  them  guilty  of  still  graver 
offences;  how  the  system  of  creditors* 
assignees  resulted  in  still  greater  failure, 
they  being  really  no  protection  to  those 
whom  they  represented,  and  their  audit  of 
the  officii  assignees*  accounts  being  too 
generally  worthless;  and  how  even  the 
subordinate  officers  of  the  courts,  the  mes- 
sengers, and  others,  extracted  large  sums 
for  their  own  use  out  of  the  bankrupt 
estates.  From  a  recent  Return  showing 
the  operation  of  the  Bankruptcy  Aet  for 
the  year  ending  the  11th  October,  1864,  he 
learnt  that  the  total  amonnt  of  money  col- 
lected under  bankruptcy  was  £677.000 
out  of  which  the  official  charges  were  up- 
wards of  £140,000,  or  about  SO  per  cent, 
exclusive,  of  course,  of  the  solicitor^  and 
other  expenses  whic^  oonld  not  be  avoided. 
Out  of  7,200  bankruptcies,  600  were  at 
the  instance  of  the  creditors,  and  6,600 
at  the  instance  of  the  debtors.  A  very 
large  prop(ntion  of  &e  estates,  upwards 
of  6,300,  yielded  no  dividend  at  all,  the 
debtors  ob^ining  their  discharge  at  the 
public  cost;  only  3S0  paid  more  than  5«. 
in  the  pound,  and  only  166  more  than 
7«.  6<2.  in  the  pound.  He  had  lately 
attended  the  Bankruptcy  Court  for  half 
an  hour,  and  had  been  much  edified  by 
what  he  saw  and  heard.  The  first  case 
was  that  of  a  comohandler,  who  was  in- 
debted to  the  amonnt  of  £ft4,  and.had 
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no  asBets.  The  CommiBuoner  asked  what 
he  had  done  with  his  inmitore,  and  on 
his  replying  that  his  landlord  had  got  it, 
the  debtor  reoeived  a  discharge.  The 
next  nan  had  incurred  a  debt  of  £680 
in  Scotland,  and  here  again  the  assets 
were  nil.  The  chief  cr^itor,  however, 
had  engaged  counsel,  and  the  bankrupt 
was,  aftormuch  eqniTocation,  obliged  to 
oonfeiB  that  he  had  quitted  Scotland 
because  there  was  a  writ  out  against  him, 
and  lud  got  himself  arrested  in  London  on 
a  friendly  suit  kit  a  fictitious  debt  in  order 
that  he  might  obtain  the  protection  of 
the  English  law.  The  counsel  sabmitted 
that  this  was  an  o£Fence  under  the  Act, 
but  the  Commissioner  did  not  so  view  it, 
and  said  he  should  like  to  hare  Airther 
evidence,  although  the  bankrupt  had  fully 
convicted  himself  by  his  own  admis- 
sions. The  third  case  was  that  of  a  small 
tailor  in  the  east  of  London,  who  had 
put  hia  name  to  accommodation  bills  for  a 
lai^  amount  and  had  no  assets.  His 
fluTtiture  *  had  also  been  surrendered  to 
the  landlord.  The  Commissioner  admo 
nished  him  as  to  the  impropriety  of 
giving  acceptances  without  value  re- 
ceived, uid  granted  a  discharge.  Now, 
he  could  only  say  that  such  a  system 
was  a  direct  encouragement  to  knaveir, 
roguery,  and  every  offence  which  could 
disgrace  and  corrupt  a  mercantile  rommu- 
nity.  The  Act  oi  1861  authorized  settle- 
ments under  composition  or  by  assignment. 
The  first  method  had  not  been  inoperative. 
About  £1,100,000  was  dealt  with  in  that 
way  last  year.  But  during  the  last 
three  months  of  1864,  there  were  804 
compositions  for  less  than  5e.  in  the  pound, 
and  of  that  number  250  paid  less  than 
3«.,  and  several  only  Zd.  to  6(^.  in  the 
pound.  The  fact  was,  (iiat  creditors 
were  ready  to  accept  almost  anything 
rather  than  go  into  the  Bankruptcy  Court, 
as  it  now  existed.  The  law  as  to  set- 
tlements by  assignment,  howev^,  seemed 
to  invite  fraud.  The  insdvent  was  per- 
mitted to  make  out  his  own  list  of 
creditors,  and  there  were  no  means  of 
testing  the  list,  except  by  a  tedious  process 
after  tiie  assignment  was  made,  and  at  the 
expense  of  the  creditor  who  demanded  it. 
The  result  was  that  the  debtor  often  in- 
serted the  names  of  assenting  creditors  who 
did  not  exist,  in  order  to  obtain  the  settle- 
ment. The  consequence  was  that  fraud 
flouriahed,  and  luxuriated  under  the  sys- 
tem. There  were  many  defects  in  tiie 
Act  of  1861»  for  which  ue  author  of  fliat 


measure  was  not  responsible.  Had  the 
Bill  passed  as  it  left  that  House,  it  would 
have  worked  very  difTerentiy;  but  it 
was  unfortunately  emasculated  in  another 
place.  In  his  opinion,  no  measure  based 
upon  the  princi^  of  the  existing  system 
would  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the 
country.  Tlut  system  undertook  to  do 
two  things  —  firstly,  to  interpose  State 
machinery  for  the  collection  and  distribu- 
tion of  uie  assets  of  bankrupts ;  and 
secondly,  to  deprive  the  creditor  of  aU 
control  over  the  assets,  and  of  his  power 
to  absolve  the  debtor,  and  further  to  set 
up  a  tribunal  to  judge  the  honesty  or 
dishonesty  of  debtors.  The  latter  object 
was  quite  beyond  the  scope  of  a  sound  and 
useful  bankruptcy  system,  and  he  should 
be  glad  to  see  it  abandoned.  He  thought 
it  was  altogether  an  error  for  the  State  to 
undertake  those  duties,  and  was  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the 
commerce  of  the  country  if  the  (Ud  bank- 
rupt law  was  altogether  eliminated  fxom 
the  statute-book.  He  would  suggest  the 
propriety  of  entirely  abolishing  the  bank* 
ruptcy  law  as  effete,  and  thought  it  would 
not  be  difficult  to  intiroduce  some  self- 
acting  machinery  whidi  would  establish  a 
simple  and  sound  system  of  action  between 
debtor  and  creditor.  He  should  estaiblish 
some  such  system  as  that  whii^  had 
worked  so  well  in  Scotland,  where  o£Beial 
interference  was  of  the  slightest  kind. 
The  creditors  named  one  person  to  collect 
and  secure  the  debts,  and  that  person 
worked  for  the  creditors  and  no  one  else. 
That  system  had  been  in  operation  ten 
years,  and  had  worked  with  entire  satisfiu)- 
tion,  so  far  as  he  was  informed,  both  to 
debtor  and  creditor.  He  thought  that  sys- 
tem might,  with  a  few  modifications,  be  ad- 
vantageously established  for  this  country. 
He  would  suggest  that,  at  the  same  time, 
there  might  be  a  tribunal  to  which  all  the 
larger  cases — all  questions  as  to  the  right 
of  the  creditor  to  prove  against  the  estate, 
and  disputes  amn^gst  creditors  as  against 
eaoh  ouier — ^might  be  referred  as  to  a 
court  of  fbal  appeal  of  the  highest  autho- 
rity. In  regard  to  tbedisohaqie  of  debtors, 
those  creditors  who  i^reed  to  accept  the 
estate  of  an  insolvent  in  lieu  of  their  debts 
should  render  to  the  insolvent  a  discharge 
of  their  claims,  the  remaining  creditors 
who  refused  to  agree  to  this  arrangement 
granting  no  release,  and  retaining  their 
claim  against  the  future  property  of  the 
bankrupt.  By  this  plan  the  debtor  would 
freqnently  be  indu^^,j.^e@^^e 
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finding  himself  insolvent,  to  ssmmon  his 
oreditoro  and  offer  a  large  dividend  while 
in  his  powM  to  do  so,  the  release  being  en- 
tirely at  the  will  of  tiie  creditors.  If  this 
arrangement  were  permitted  by  the  law, 
he  did  not  think  that  there  would  be  any 
holding  iKwk  on  the  part  of  the  creditors 
where  there  was  a  good  dividend.  Under 
tins  plan,  too,  a  dividend  of  14«.  in  the 
ponnd  wouldf  he  belieredi  be  no  rarity;  bnt, 
under  the  prewmt  ^stem,  sneh  an  amount 
was  very  anomal.  B«  f^t  convineed  that 
the  establishment  of  some  such  system 
wonld  bring  the  law  of  debtor  and  oredi* 
tor  into  a  sound,  intelligible,  and  satisfac- 
tory state.  The  same  thing  had  been  at 
work  in  France  for  a  very  long  period. 
In  that  country  the  law  of  bankruptcy, 
omel  and  harsh  as  it  undoubtedly  was  in 
some  respects,  still  possessed  some  small 
merits.  One  of  its  peonliaritieB  was,  that 
an  insolvent  never  became  absolved  from 
his  debts  as  regarded  property  subsequently 
acquired.  This  he  believed  to  be  unwise, 
the  right  plan  being  to  leave  the  arrange- 
ment entirely  to  the  parties  themselves. 
Finally,  the  abolition  of  the  present  bank- 
mptcy  law  oonld  be  done  without  any 
cost  to  the  country,  as  there  was  an  in- 
come of  upward!  of  £45,000  a  year,  ao- 
croing  from  undivided  assets,  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Government,  and  thu  amount 
would  enable  the  present  offieiala  to  be 
liberally  and  fairly  pensioned. 

Moved,  That  a  Seleet  Committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  tiie  Takings  of 
the  New  Bankruptoy  Ae^  and  to  report 
fhoreon.— (Jfr.  Moffatt.) 

Ths  ATTOKNET  general  said, 
that  he  had  no  intention  of  following  his 
hon.  Friend  into  the  particulars  of  the 
statement  which  he  had  made,  nor  did  he 
think  the  House  would  wish  him  to  do 
BO,  especially  as  the  terms  of  the  Motion 
were  ■nffioient  to  show  that  the  time  for 
its  discussion  had  not  yet  arrived.  No 
donbt  Uie  matter  was  one  wMoh  would 
reoeive  full  attmtion  from  tiie  Com- 
mittee, resuItiDg  in  extoiriTe  and  import* 
ant  changes,  and  he  felt  sure*  that  the 
House  would  recognise  the  valuable  ser- 
vices which  his  hon.  Friend  had  rendered 
in  connection  with  the  subject. 

Kb.  BOEBUCE  said,  that  he  did  not 
rise  to  oppose  the  Kofion  of  his  hon. 
Friend,  but  for  the  purpose  of  mentioning 
a  ftw  circumstances  to  the  House  in  con- 
nection with  the  snlnect.  IDie  Com- 
mittee of  last  year  had  been  imwittbi^f 
Xr.MoffaU 


made  the  means  of  doing  a  great  injustice 
to  very  innocent  and  deserving  persons. 
The  liord  Chancellor  sent  down  certain 
papers  which  were  the  results  of  an 
inquiry  made  by  a  commisnon  issued  by 
bimseU,  the  Commisrioners  being  Kr. 
Ayrton  and  Hr.  Harding.  Those  papers, 
contoining  certain  stigmas  on  the  cha- 
racter of  five  official  assignees  in  the 
country,  were  pnUished.  One  of  those 
offleial  asrignees  was  Ifo.  FMerick  Vhit- 
more,  a  gentleman,  he  bdiered,  who 
was  known  to  many  hon.  Uembers.  ICr. 
Whitmore  had  once  oocnpied  a  marked 
position  as  a  merchant  in  the  (Hty  of 
London,  but  having  become  bankrupt  at 
length  occupied  the  comparatively  humble 
post  of  an  official  assignee.  He  was 
eighty  years  of  age,  and  as  the  result  of 
the  remarks  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
Commission  was  now  the  inmate  of  a 
lunatic  asylum.  The  other  fbur  gentle- 
men were  Mr.  George  Kinnear,  Mr. 
George  Young,  Ur.  John  Harris^  and  Mr. 
T.  Carrick,  and  chai^;es  equivalent  to 
asserting  that  they  were  de&ultors  were 
made  against  all  those  persons.  In  the 
case  of  Mr.  John  Harris  decision  had 
already  been  given,  but  upon  Uie  others 
be  would  SOT  nothing,  as  they  were  still 
»uijudie$.  He  hAA  in  his  hand  a  report 
of  the  Commissioners'  judgment  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Harris,  f^om  which  he  would 
read,  and  he  desired  to  direct  to  that 
report  the  particular  attention  of  the 
House  and  of  his  hon.  Friend,  who 
would  preside  over  the  Committee,  be- 
cause it  was  a  matter  very  much  affect- 
ing a  body  of  honest,  industrious,  and 
active  officials,  who  had  been,  he  might 
say,  vilified  by  the  reports  of  those 
persons,  and  his  only  surprise  was  that 
the  commissioners  had  neither  been  in- 
dicted nor  had  any  aetion  brought  against 
them.  He  might  add,  that  he  had  no 
doubt  that  this  was  one  of  the  oases  to 
which  his  hon.  Friend  had  alluded — 

"  AtUwMottioghkm  Bftnkntptey  Court  rester- 
da;  Mr.  Conuninmier  S&oden  delimed  jndgmNit 
in  the  oaw  of  Mr.  Huiis,  offldal  asilcMe  of  the 
Birmiogham  IKstriet  Court  of  Baokrapter,  at 
Nottingham,  wbo  wu  ohsrMd  1^  Mr.  CIii«f 
Registrar  Miller  with  haTingkept  in  band  more 
tiun  £100  ia  one  bankroprs  eiUte,  or  abore 
£1,000  in  the  aggregate  of  estatea,  as  the  case 
might  be,  for  more  than  one  week,  whereby  bo  had 
become  ehargeable  ander  tin  109th  eeetioR  of  the 
Bankmpter  Aet  of  1881,  and  rendered  Uable  to  a 

Gnak7  of  30  per  etnt  on  tin  tnmi  ao  deCabitd. 
r.  Harris  waa  alio  ebai^  with  oiittf  the  moMj 
for  his  own  private  pvrpoees.  Th«  leanud  Com- 
mlssiODsr  gm  aOe^g^g^^Q^g*^- 
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qnuierljr  retarnB  from  1861  {whon  the  new  Aot 
oune  into  optntion)  down  to  1844.  Be  nid  be 
had  olosel7  eumlned  tbe  wMMnmta,  and  fonnd  that 
there  were  only  twotnataaees  hi  whfarti  the  olBoial 
anignee  had  had  id  hand  more  than  £1,000  on  the 
aggregate  or  eatates  for  abore  a  week  ;  mm  waa 
OD  the  lOth  of  August,  1863,  when  there  was 
an  excess  or  only  £1  3«.  lOd.,  and  the  other  was 
on  the  1 6th  of  September,  1863,  when  he  had 
In  hand  £371  14<.  abore  iha  som  mentioned  in 
the  Aet.  Tbe  first  mentioned  a«m  waa  too 
small  to  be  taken  into  eensideratlon,  and  the  re- 
tention of  the  Utter  snm  was  aoooonted  for  bj 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Harris  from  home  daring 
the  long  vacation  ;  for  during  his  abeenoe  no  pay- 
ments ooald  he  made,  but  after  hia  return  the  snm 
waa  reduced  to  its  proper  amount.  He  complained 
that  the  coodnot  of  Mr.  Commissianer  i^rton 
and  Hr.  Conunisaioiier  Harding  was  too  picdpl- 
tate.  Inanraoh  as  they  jomped  at  eonehtsione  and 
made  atatementa  in  their  report  for  which  they 
had  no  legal  grounds.  Their  report  dwelt  in 
gmeralities  ;  it  stated  that  sums  bad  been  retain- 
ed for  more  than  seven  days,  contrary  to  the  Act ; 
hut  it  did  not  say  when  the  o49bnoe  was  committed, 
nor  upon  what  aneont  the  90  per  oent  was 
to  bo  obarged.  By  the  Bankmptcy  Aet  of  1861, 
the  manner  of  remunerating  the  oScial  assignee 
waa  entirely  obaoged.  Before  that  time  he  re- 
eeived  Ceea,  out  of  which  he  had  to  defray  all  office 
expenses  ;  hot  by  the  new  Act  be  ceased  to  reoeiTo 
fees  and  waa  limited  to  a  salary  ttw  of  all  such 
oxpensei.  No  nlet  or  ordov  were  made  under 
the  new  Aet  aa  to  hov  the  otBee  expenses  were 
to  bo  pud,  and  Mr.  Harris  accordingly  paid 
these,  together  with  other  expenses,  out  of 
money  in  hand  received  from  bankrupts'  estates. 
These  payments  would  reduce  tbe  balance  to  the 
amoants  mentioned  in  his  cash-book.  With  reler- 
ODce  to  the  £1,803  lit.  2d.,  which  Mr.  Harding 
and  Mr.  Ayrton  said  the  official  aa^jmee  ought  to 
return,  be  having  reoelved  it  in  nea  and  not 
entered  it  in  hia  accounts,  the  Commistioners  said 
tliat  they  had  not  sufficient  groonda  for  ealliog 
upon  Mr.  Harris  to  refund  it.  Mr.  Harris  might 
not  unreasonably  suppoae  that  he  was  entitled  to 
those  foes,  as  they  were  from  estates  under  tbe 
old  Aet." 

He  might  hen  observe,  thai  of  ererj  sum 
vhich  aeeordug  to  thaae  gmUemen  onght 
to  he  reminded,  Ae  CommiaBitmen  had  not 
norived  one  fiurthing  except  npon  the 
actual  command  and  deoirion  of  the  Com- 
miMioners — 

"  The  practice  in  the  London  Oonrts  under  the 
old  Act  was  for  the  official  assignee  to  reoeive 
four-fifths  of  the  fees,  and  the  other  fifth  was  paid 
into  court.  This  sum  of  £1,808  was  made  np  of 
foes  so  obtained.  Tbe  oondoet  of  Mr.  Chief 
Registrar  Miller  waa  indefensible." 

As  soon  as  Chief  Registrar  Killer  had 
heard  of  the  decision  of  Messrs.  Ayrton 
and  Harding,  he  wrote  peremptorily  to 
this  nnfortnnate  asBignee,  reqoinng  hun  to 
pay  up  the  snm  for  which  he  was  said  to 
be  a  defaulter.  He  had  in  his  hand  a 
statement  which  had  been  sent  to  him  by 
a  fdend,  and  wfaioh  he  thon^t  would 


rather  interest  the  Honse,  aa  affording  a 
specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  men's 
characters  had  been  dealt  with  by  those 
commisBioneTB.    It  was  aa  foHoVs ; — 

"The  aceounta  of  one  of  the  London  messen- 
gers, named  Cooper,  were  investlfated  by  a  person 
appointed  by  the  Lord  Cbanoelfor  to  that  dulr, 
named  Bntwr.  Butler  reported  a  deflelenoy  in 
Cooper's  aooounts  of  £1.330.  Cooper  was  sus- 
pended on  the  37th  of  April,  1861.  Cooper 
employed  an  accountant  to  look  into  the  accounts, 
who  reduced  the  defloienoy  to  £350.  He  reported 
this  result  to  tbe  Chief  Regiatrar,  Mr.  Harding 
was  appointed  to  re-exusine  the  accounts.  He 
alloWM  all  Cooper**  flgorea,  and  oontinnhig  tbe 
aoconnt  down  to  the  S7th  of  April,  1664,  fonnd  a 
fnrthM>|sunof£68asdaofiromhim.  Thesumthna 
ahown  to  be  doe  from  Cooper  waa  not  defalcation 
at  all.  hot  simply  an  amount  Uiat  Cooper  bad 
supposed  his  own  under  the  <rfd  Acts,  and  from 
some  small  mere  elerioal  mistakes.  He  was  rein- 
stated Id  hii  olBoe,  and  all  his  haek  laUry  was 
paid  to  Deoemher,  1864;  Another  messenger  of 
the  London  Court  was  charged  with  a  deftcienoy 
of  £1,800  by  the  Chief  Registrar,  on  the  report 
of  Mr.  Butler.  This  measenger  had  bis  accounts 
looked  into,  and  eonvteoed  Mr.  Butler  that  Mr. 
Butler  waa  totally  mistaken,  and  on  Mr.  Butler's 
second  report,  the  Chief  Registrar  ceased  to  write 
to  him  (the  messenger),  who  has  been  allowed  since 
to  retire  Ihnn  work,  retaining  his  full  salary.  Mr. 
Batler'i  ohai^  for  investigating  the  aooounts  of 
three  (noasengers  (the  two  named,  and  nnother 
whose  acoounta  must  be  taken  aa  regular,  for 
nothing  has  been  aaid  to  him)  were  £660,  whioh 
sum  has  been  paid  by  the  three  messengers. 
Cooper  has  also  paid  a  forther  snm  of  £80  to 
Hanliog  for  the  oharges  for  re-investigation." 

This  statement  made  it  clear  that  there 
had  been  undue  and  precipitate  oonduot 
on  tike  part  of  those  OommiBsionerB  who 
had  been  appointed  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor. It  was  well  knows  what  that 
noble  and  learned  Lord's  fiMliogs  were, 
and  they  wanted  to  ouny  &TOnr  wxtii 
him ;  and,  in  entire  ignorance  of  the  fitcts, 
made  an  unjust  report  i^ainst  indiTidnals. 
He  hoped  the  Committee  about  to  be  ap- 
pointed would  inquire  into  the  proceed- 
iogs  of  those  two  CommisBioners  appointed 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  see  on  what 
grounds  they  had  made  thmr  report,  and 
on  what  groimds  they  oould  jostify  it 

Motion  ^mi  to. 

Seleot  Committee  appoitited, "  to  inquire  Into 
the  working  of  tbe  New  Bankrnptoy  Act,  and  re- 
port thereon  :"— Committee  to  conaiat  of  rixteen 
Members  ^— Mr.  AnoaHiT  Qbitbral,  Mr.  Mov- 
PATT,  Mr.  UOBBA-r.  Mr.  Muiifi,  Mr.  Wxsnauir, 
Mr.  GATHoBaa  Habdt,  Mr.  Kiauuir  HoMsoir, 
Mr.  CauH-Ewiaa,  The  Loan  Adtooatk,  Mr.  Lows, 
Mr.  Vakcx,  Mr.  Cavb,  Mr.  Goscnaa,  Mr.  Ro«- 
BDCE,  Mr.  Tavsuiu  Jomr  Muxan,  and  Mr. 
Anrov  >-Pow«r  to  send  for  prnwurKPf'**  l"*!*^ 
reoordsi  FtrotobatlMftt9innb^?(l&(Sfi4M-tC 
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OOHZBOTBKtSD    KBOmSfB  —  SKHIBAL 
OOnOIIEB  OF  XKMmffllB. 

The  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  FsiKon  Tbobmhiu  Bisim, 
barotiftt ;  the  Ri|;ht  Hon.  Sfxitobb  Houzio 
Walpou  :  the  Ri^t  Hon.  Lord  Atblumnkt  ; 
Sir  WiLLuu  MtLH,  baronet ;  Gkorgx Ward  Hnift, 
esq. ;  JoHKBoiTBAU-CABHR,eaq.,  to  be  Members 
the  Oeoeral  Committee  of  Elaotiont  for  the  pre- 
aent  Seeuon.— Mr.  Speaka't  WammL) 


avAimoAixoir  nm  omOBs  Aataxnov  xnx. 

Cbnififeml  In  Oomndttee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

JUtohed,  That  the  Oh^rmin  be  direetod  to 
move  the  Hotue^  Thai  leave  be  giTon  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  render  it  nnneoesaarj  to  make  and  «ab- 
■oribe  certain  Deolarations  m  a  qnalifloatioa  for 
Oflloei  and  Emplofmentt ;  and  for  other  porpoeea. 

Rewlation  repaid. 

mi  ordered  to  be  brooght  in  b;  Mr.  HisnuD, 
Sir  Morton  Prto,  and  Mr.  Bairu. 
BiU  jwMnM;  and  read  1*  [BiU  a]. 


XIVBK  WATZB8  PXOTBCnOK  BILL. 

On  HoUon  of  Lord  Robrrt  Momtisd,  Bill  to 
amend  and  better  to  adminiater  the  Lawa  for  the 
i«oteeti<m  of  Watov  in  Rirera  and  Streams  in 
England,  ordtrtd  to  be  brouht  in  bj  Lord 
Robert  Homioo,  Sir  Fitibot  jtuuT,  Hr.  Fkb- 
UBV,  and  Hr.  Hibbrbt. 

Bill  patented,  and  read  1"  [Bill  8]. 


SBWAQB  TmUUTION  BILL. 

On  MoUon  of  Lwd  Robbbx  MoNTAon,  Bill  for 
&oilitating  the  more  naefitl  applieation  of  Toyn 
Sewage  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  \>j  Lord  Robrrt  Mohtaqu,  Sir 
FiTZROT  KxLLT,  Mr.  Frrrano,  and  Hr.  Hibubt. 

Bill  preiented,  and  read  1*  [Bill  i]. 

Sib  QEOBGE  OREY  said,  he  gare  a 
most  rew^  auent  to  tiie  introductioii  of 
these  two  Bills.  The  noble  Loxd  had  taken 
great  interest  in  tiiis  important  and  dif- 
fionlt  snljea^  and  he  (»r  Geoi^  Grey) 
and  the  Hoose  vonld  be  to  see  the 
Bills  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the 
noble  Lotd.  At  tiie  same  timei  he  was 
bound  to  wj  that,  having  given  a  great 
deal  of  attention  to  the  sabjeot,  he  doubted 
whether  th^  were  yet  in  possession  of 
sufficiently  full  and  accurate  infonnation 
to  enaUe  them  to  Instate  effeotively  upon 
the  subject.  He  assumed  that  to  be  the 
notion  of  the  noble  Lord  himself,  &om  the 
&ot  that  he  had  given  notice  for  the  ap- 
pointDuat  of  a  Cnnmittee  tA  Inqnizy. 

HmM  adloaiMd  at  a  qoarter  before 
Eight  o^ekwk. 


HOUSE  or  LOBDSi 
Friday,  Eibrvary  10, 1865. 

HINTJTES.]— SBUtor  Cohurtbr— On  Oflloe  of 
the  Olorh  of  the  Farliamenta  and  OfBoe  of  the 
Gontienuui  Udwr  of  the  Blaek  Bod,  afpohatd. 

HER  HAJBSTTS  ANSWER  TO  THE 
ADDRESS. 

Her  ICajesfys  Answer  to  the  Address 
rtgpwM,  as  ffSHtimn 

"  Jfy  lardt, 
"  I  TKAKz  you  nncovly  for  your  loyal 
and  dutiAil  Address. 

"  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  Ife  to  be  as- 
sured that  tike  various  Ifoasnres  whioh 
will  be  Bubmitted  to  yon  for  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  Law  will  recave  your  oazeftil 
Consideration. 

"AvB  it  will  Blways  be  Uy  earnest 

Endeavour  to  co-operate  with  you  in  pro- 
moting  the  ^ppiness  and  'Welfare  o£  My 
People." 

ROLL  OF  THE  LORDS. 
The  LoBD  Ceaitcellob  acquainted  the 
House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Farliamenta 
had  prepared  and  laid  it  on  the  Table: 
The  same  was  Ordered  to  be  prints. 
(No.  3.) 

OmCX  OF  IHB  CLXBX  OF  TEX  PABLUIOOTTS 
AX1>  OFFICB  OF  THE  eXNTLBlUH  ITOHEB 
OF  XHB  BUCK  BOD. 

Select  Committee  on,  appdnied:  The  Lorda 
following  were  named  of  the  Committee ;  the 
Committee  to  meet  on  Thtr$da^  neit,  at  Two 
o'clock : — 


Ld.  Chaneellor, 
Ld.  President. 

D.  Biohmond. 
M.  Laoidowne. 
M.  Salisbnix. 
M.  Bath. 

E.  Deron. 

E.  Camarron- 
E.  Malmeabniy. 
E.  Chiehester. 
Ld.  Chamberlain. 


y.  Everalef. 

L.  WUlonghby  de  * 

Ereabf. 
L.  ColTilleofCnlrosi. 
L.  Ponaonl^. 
L.  Foley. 
L.  Redesdale. 
L.  Colcheater. 
L.  Wynford. 
L.  CranwOTtfa. 
L.' CtMlnufofd. 


IRELAND  (JOHN  DAROT  AND  ROBERT 
DAVIDSON). 

iconoii  V(m  papbbs. 

Thb  EutL  or  LEITBIM,  who  had 

S'ven  notice  of  Uotiou  for  copies  of 
lenmsnts  relatii^  to  the|gi^i^^^the 


129      Ireland  {John  Ikrcy     {Febbuabt  10,  1865t     and  Eohert  Davidton.)  180 


CoDstabalarj  in  enforcing  the  Bevenae 
Lawa,  who  spoke  at  some  length,  but  was 
imperfeotly  heard,  said,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  more  for  these  papers ;  because,  from  the 
information  he  had  received,  he  was  led 
to  believe  that  the  police  were  not  justi- 
fied in  the  violent  measures  they  had 
adopted.  It  appeared  that  the  police 
searched  the  house  of  Michael  Sheedy  for 
illicit  stills,  without  being  authorized  by 
any  warrant,  and  in  the  course  of  their 
proceedings  took  him  and  his  son  into 
custody,  and  also  carried  away  certain 
illicit  stills  and  other  matters  upon  the 
cart  of  Michael  Sheedy,  which  might  have 
been  destroyed.  It  is  stated,  that  while 
on  the  way  back  with  the  prisoners  a 
great  number  of  people  assembledi  and 
that  the  police  becune  alarmed.  The 
police  were  not  hurt,  and  it  does  not 
i^pear  tiiat  any  one  of  their  body  received 
BO  much  as  a  scratch;  yet  they  fired  on 
the  people,  and  killed  a  man  named  John 
Sarcy.  As  the  law  at  present  exists,  it 
is  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  police  to 
summon  the  jury  to  attend  the  coroner, 
and,  consequently,  in  this  as  in  other  like 
cases,  such  as  that  which  will  be  here* 
after  mentioned,  the  police  summoned  the 
persons  who  were  to  try  the  case  and 
give  a  verdict  for  or  against  the  acts  of 
th«r  companions,  either  in  justification  of 
those  acts  or  to  place  them  on  their  trial 
for  manslaughter.  This  appears  to  be  a 
most  objectionable  and  a  very  unsafe  course 
to  be  taken,  and  one  which  is  neither 
oalcolated  to  g^ve  satisfiuttion  to  the  pub- 
lio  or  to  conduce  to  the  safety  or  liberty 
of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  or  to  the  peace 
or  welfore  of  the  country.  The  case  of 
Bobert  Davidson  is  somewhat  difi'erent, 
but  the  result  is  equally  objectionable, 
and  is  most  dangerous  as  a  precedent; 
consequently,  it  is  one  which  should  not 
be  passed  over  without  notice.  During 
the  month  of  August  last  past  there  were, 
unfortunately,  serious  and  continued  riots 
in  the  town  of  Belfast,  daring  which  there 
ires  much  blood  shed ;  a  very  large  force 
of  military  and  police  were  sent  to  the 
town,  88  well  as  six  stipendiary  magis- 
trates, with  a  view  to  restore  order.  It 
does  not  appear  that  the  military  were 
ordered  to  fire  upon  the  people,  but  it 
does  appear  that  a  Bub-inspectOT  C^ulfisld, 
of  the  police,  became  farmed  for  his 
safety  and,  perhaps,  the  safety  of  his  oom- 
innions;  he  ordered  his  men  to  fire  on  the 
mob,  and  he  killed  a  man  named  Robert 
Davidson.  It  does  not  appear  that  there 
TOL.  OLZXTn.   [XHBD  SHIM.] 


was  any  magistrate  present,  or  that  he 
had  any  1^1  authority  to  fire  excepting 
in  self-defence ;  but  as  it  is  not  stated  that 
he  was  hurt  by  anybody,  or  that  any  pf 
his  companions  were  hurt,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  his  fears  are  a  sufficient  justi- 
fication for  his  killing  a  fellow  subject 
without  the  orders  of  a  justice  of  the 
peace.  The  military  cannot  destroy  life 
without  orders  from  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  the  police  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
do  that  which  the  soldier  dares  not  do. 
Robert  Davidson  being  killed,  a  fellow 
policeman  assembled  a  jury  to  try  the 
case,  and  a  true  verdict  give,  as  to  how 
Robert  Davidson  oame  by  his  death,  and 
the  verdict  they  returned  was,  "Justifi- 
able homicide."  Now  he  (the  Earl  of 
Leitrim)  thinks  that  verdict  so  given  most 
unsatiB&ctory  ;  and  every  person  engaged 
in  that  riot  who  may  be  hereafter  put  on 
his  trial  for  manslaughter  may,  with  equal 
justice,  claim  to  be  acquitted  on  the 
grounds  of  his  fears  for  his  personal  safety, 
that  his  acts  were  justified  by  the  danger 
of  his  poeition.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  is  to  be  hoped  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  give  the  pa- 
pers asked  for.  He  (the  Earl  of  Lei- 
trim) considered  that  the  police  had  acted 
without  authority,  and  in  a  most  arbitrary 
manner,  and  he  desired  to  know  whether 
their  conduct  was  approved  by  Govem- 
meut.  There  was  a  coroner's  inquest, 
but  as  the  jury  were  summoned  by  the 
police  the  verdict  was  not  likely  to  be 
adverse  to  them.  The  system  of  searches 
by  armed  police  without  warrants  was  co^ 
tain  to  lead  to  disturbances,  and  it  was  a 
sulgect  demanding  the  consideration  of 
the  Government. 

Moved,  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  Her  Majesty  for — 

Gop7  of  any  Warrant  ftom  any  safflcient  Au- 
tbority  direotEng  Head  Constable  M'Loughlin  and 
bis  Araiatanta  to  enter  ths  Fremisea  ol  Miobael 
Sbeedjr  at  Uamalbrmla  Id  tbe  Ooontj  of  CUre, 
and  March  tlie  aame,  on  or  abont  tha  Night  of  the 
26tbof  Jul7,  1861:  Also, 

Copy  of  the  Proceedings  and  Finding  of  a  Co- 
roner's Inquest  held  in  the  Goantj  of  Clare  on 
the  Bodj  of  John  Darcy,  who  was  stated  to  hare 
been  shot  bf  the  Polios  on  or  abont  tbe  Night  of 
Uie  36tfa  of  July,  18M ;  together  with  all  Infornu^ 
ttoas  or  Depositions  connected  with  the  Search 
made  by  the  Police  on  the  Premises  of  Michael 
Slieedx  or  with  tbe  Death  of  John  Daroj  :  Also, 

Copy  of  the  Report  made  to  the  Coroner  of  tbe 
Death  of  John  Daroy,  and  a  Statement  showing 
the  Name  of  the  Person  who  summoned  or  a«- 
eembled  the  Coroner's  Jory  ;  and  the  Nj 
tbe  FeraoDB  who  were  rt^Vi]M>/ 
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rors  at  the  Inquest  on  the  Bodj  of  John  Darcy  : 
and  thoNameBoraUPereoDB  engaged  in  direotiog 
the  Assembly  of  the  said  Jury  :  Also, 

Cop7  of  all  Prooeedings,  Depositions,  and  Find- 
ings at  an  Inqaest  held  by  I.  K.  Jackson,  Esq^ 
Coroner,  on  or  about  the  30th  of  Augnat,  1864,  in 
the  Town  of  Bellast,  on  the  Body  of  Robert  Da- 
vidson, stated  to  hare  been  shot  by  Sub-Inspector 
Canlfleld  and  a  Party  of  Police  at  or  near  the 
Town  of  Belfosi:  Also, 

Copy  of  the  Report  made  to  tbe  Corwter  of  the 
Death  of  the  said  Robert  Daridson ;  a  Statement 
showing  tbe  Names  of  all  Persons  who  were  sam- 
moned  to  serve  on  the  Coroner's  Jury,  and  by 
whom  they  were  so  summoned  or  assembled,  or  in 
any  way  engaged  in  direotiog  the  aseembling  of 
the  Jury :  And  also. 

Statement  sbowing  the  Name  of  any  Jostiee  of 
the  Peaee  who  wu  present  and  anUuniied  the 
said  Sab-Inspeotor  Canlfldd  to  fire  upon  Hw  Ma- 
jesty's Snbjeots. — (77ie  Earl  of  Leiirim:) 

Eaxl  GSAKYILLE  Baid,  he  thought 
the  object  of  the  noble  Sari  was  rather  to 
nuke  a  Btatemrait  than  to  press  for  the 
production  of  the  patera.  The  noble 
Earl  Baid,  that  the  polioe  made  a  aearoh 
without  a  warrant;  but  by  the  1  &  2 
Wm.  lY.  0.  68,  8.  18,  it  would  be 
found  that  it  was  not  neeoHary  to  have  a 
warrant  for  the  purpose  of  iutitating  a 
search,  in  rerenne  cases.  This  partiomar 
case  had  been  inquired  into  by  a  coroner's 
jury,  and  by  the  local  magistrates,  and  as 
nouiing  more  could  now  be  done  in  the 
matter  it  would  only  be  reviTing  an  ill- 
feeling  to  keep  the  matter  open.  He 
should,  therefore,  decline  to  produce  tiie 
Ketums.  With  respect  to  tbe  Belfast 
riots,  the  Beport  of  tbe  CommiHioners 
who  had  been  appointed  to  ioqaire  into 
the  matter  would  be  in  their  Lordships* 
hands  in  a  very  few  days,  and  it  was 
therefore  unnecessary  and  undesirable  to 
produce  the  papers  asked  for. 

Thb  Eael  of  DONOTJGHMORE  said, 
that  the  police  in  Ireland  could  not,  as 
ample  police,  search  houses  without  war^ 
rants;  but  when  th^  clothed  the  police 
with  rerenne  powers  13iey  gave  them 
power  to  enter  a  man's  house  at  any  hour 
of  the  day  or  night;  and  the  oonseqnence 
was  that  tbe  people  of  the  connt^  did 
not  know  in  what  light  to  view  them, 
whether  as  revenue  officers  or  as  mere 
police  officers.  At  one  time  there  was  a 
special  revenue  police,  and  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  ahoUtion  of  that  force ;  but 
as  it  was  said  that  a  doubt  existed  as  to 
the  constitutionality  of  that  body,  and 
that  some  members  of  it  were  notoriously 
Ribbonmen,  he  was  induced  to  forego  his 
opposition.  He  certainly  did  rogret  the 
aboUtian  U  the  finoe,  because  the  system 


of  imposing  the  duties  of  revenue  officers 
on  the  police  was  mischieTous.  "With 
regard  to  the  pepera  which  referred  to  the 
proceedings  at  B&lfast  he  should  ask  his 
coble  Friend  not  to  press  for  them,  seeing 
that  the  fieport  of  the  Commissioners 
wonld  be  in  their  Lordships'  hands  so 
soon,  but  he  hoped  tiiat  the  Gbvemment 
would  consent  to  give  the  papers  in  the 

first  case.   

The  Eabl  of  LEITBnC  denied  tiut  he 
had  brought  the  matter  before  the  House 
merely  for  the  sake  of  making  a  speech. 
He  was  perfectly  aware  that  the  matter 
must  come  before  the  House  agaiu,  and  he 
would  therefore  leave  it  in  ttis  hands  of 
their  Lordships. 

Motion  (by  Leave  <rf  the  House)  mlM- 

THE  MAGISTRACY  AND  POLIOS  FORCE 
(IRELAND). 

xonoir  FOB  pafebs. 

Thb  Eabk  <a  LEITBIU  rose  to  move 
fbr  Co^es  of  Correspondence  relating  to 
the  case  of  Vr.  Henry  Mervyn  D'ArcT^ 
Irwin,  and  the  relation  of  the  Police  Eoroe 
of  Ireland  to  the  oonnty  Magistracy.  The 
noble  Eail  said,  that  a  fiMling  of  antago- 
nism had  existed  between  the  magistracy 
and  tbe  Executive  power  for  Ute  last 
thirty  years,  and  that  that  feeling  had 
proved  very  detrimental  to  the  welfare  of 
the  people  of  that  country.  He  thought 
Parliament  was  entitled  to  know  whetiber 
Ireland  was  to  continue  to  be  governed 
under  a  military  code,  or  whether  she  had 
no  claim  to  a  constitutional  government. 
His  noble  Friend  (UieEarl  of  Charlemont) 
had  stated,  in  proposing  an  Address  to  the 
Queen,  that  Ireland  is  now  in  a  peaceable 
state,  and  p^o8peroul^  and  that  the  laws 
are  observed  and  respected;  if  this  be  the 
faet,  and  if  it  be  teue  that  the  country  is 
in  tiie  condition  represented  by  his  noblo 
Friend,  there  cannot  be  a  better  opportu- 
nity of  restoring  a  constitutional  govwn- 
men^  and  for  giving  up  t^oee  coercive 
and  arbitrary  powers  which  were  intrusted 
to  the  Government  in  times  of  pressing 
necessity  and  weakness.  He  understood 
that  Mr.  D'Arcy  Irwin  was  a  highly  r&- 
n>ectable  and  excellent  magistrate,  and  he 
thought  the  House  might  reasonably  ex- 
pect to  know  the  grounds  upon  whi^  the 
L<nd  Chancellor  had  felt  himself  justified 
in  withdrawing  tliat  genUeman's  name 
from  the  oommisnon  of  thepeace  in  a 
oonatry  when  th^|fiS^ffi(]t(S#agt^ 
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w  few.  The  Folioe  Oode  to  which  he' 
had  xeHured  in  his  Hotion  was  a  work 
which  the  GoremmeDt  of  Zreknd  was 
Tory  proud  of,  but  which  they  at  the  same 
time  guarded  with  Uie  utmoat  jealousy,  bo 
much  so  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  get  a 
view  of  it.  'When,  however,  these  rules 
and  regulations  were  regarded  in  the  same 
light  as  Acts  of  Parliament,  when  they 
virtually  affected  not  only  the  welfare  of 
Her  Majesty's  subjects  but  also  their  lives, 
their  liberties,  and  their  safety,  he  thought 
they  were  entitled  to  their  production, 
and  he  did  hope  that  the  noble  Earl  would 
not  refuse  to  agree  to  the  Motion. 

Eabl  ORANYILLE  said,  that  as  the 
noble  Earl  hod  only  given  notice  of  hia 
Motion  on  the  previous  evening  he  was 
not  in  a  position  togire  him  mi  immediate 
answer.  It  would  be  imposrible  fw  the 
Ooveniment  to  ^ve  <3ie  Returns  for  which 
the  noble  Earl  adced,  before  th^  h^  had 
time  tot  oonunnnioation  with  Ixuand. 

Teb  Eaxl  of  LEITRIM  said,  he  would 
post^ne  the  Motion,  and  such  a  course 
would  meet  the  wishes  of  the  noble  Earl. 
He  could  not,  however,  avoid  remarking 
that  this  afforded  another  instance  of  the 
inconvenience  which  accrued  to  the  busi. 
nesB  of  the  public  in  consequence  of  there 
being  no  Law  Lord  or  any  other  person  in 
the  House  to  represent  the  Oovemmeut  of 
Ireland.  He  (the  Earl  of  Leitrim)  hoped 
that  before  long  we  shall  yet  see  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  and  carrying  on  the  business 
of  the  country  in  the  same  way  as  any 
other  Member  of  Hot  Majesty's  MioisterB. 
It  appears  to  be  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  GloTemment  of  Ireland  should  be  re- 
presented  in  their  Lordships*  House,  if  the 
Parliament  is  to  be  regarded  as  that  of 
the  United  Kingdom. 

EuL  GRANVILLE  was  understood  to 
say,  that  if  there  had  been  any  represen- 
tative of  Ireland  in  the  House  it  would 
still  have  been  necessary  to  communicate 
with  Ireland.  The  notice  required  by  the 
rules  of  the  House  was  fixed  in  order  to 
enable  accurate  information  to  be  obtained, 
and  to  avoid  any  chance  of  the  House 
being  misled  by  hasty  and  nnanthorita- 
tire  statements. 

The  Eaal  of  LEITBIM  said,  he  wonld 
postpone  his  Motion. 

HoUiB  A^ovmed  ftt  a  qiurter  before 
8u  o'clock,  to  Monday  next, 
Eleven  o'olock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
jFHdajf,  Fn^naay  10, 186fi. 

MIMUTES.3—SBLB0T  OammBB— On  Staoding 
Orders  nomnated;  Goniinittee  of  Seleotion 

ftominaied;  Printing  cppointoi. 

SoppLT — Motion  for  Supply. 

FsBiio  Bills — Re$6lutioa$  in  Committer — Banks 
of  Issue  :  Bank,  of  Ireland  (Consolidated  Fund). 

Ortierei^Courta  of  Justice  Boilding;  Courts  of 
JuBtiofl  Concentration  (Site)  ;  Court  of  Chan- 
oery  (Ireland);  •  Private  Bill  Costa ;  •  Criminal 
Cases  (ETidence);  *  Land  Debentures  (Ireland); 
Smitbfleld  Market  (Dublin).* 

Fir3t  iZeocAn^— Courts  of  Justice  Building  [5]  ; 
Court  of  Chancery  (Ireland)[6] ;  •  Prifate  Bill 
Costs  [7]  Criminal  Cases  (Eridenoe)  [8]  ; 
Land  Debentures  (Ireland)  [6]  ;  *  Smitbfleld 
Market  (DnbLii])r  101;*  Courts  of  Justice  Coa- 
eentratfon  (Site)CltJ.* 

LEGACT  AND  SUCCESSION  DUTT. 

QTTBsnoir. 

Mn.  LOCKE  EINO  asked  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Gbvemment  to  introduce 
any  measure  whereby  the  claims  of  the 
Crown,  especially  in  matters  of  Legacy  and 
Succession  Duty,  would  be  limited  to  some 
fixed  period,  in  like  manner  as  simple  con- 
tract debts  are  now  limited  with  respect 
to  private  individuals? 

TttB  CHANCELLOR  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER :  If  the  Question  of  my  hon.  Friend 
refers  to  the  introduction  of  any  legislative 
measure  for  limiting  the  rights  of  the 
Crown,  my  answer  to  him  would  be  that 
I  look  upon  it  as  a  matter  of  law — of  con- 
stitutional law — raUier  than  a  measure  of 
finance,  and  it  would  have  to  be  considared 
in  that  point  of  view.  But  my  hon. 
Friend's  Queation,  as  I  understand  it,  re- 
fers rather  to  the  office  regulations  under 
which  the  important  Department  of  the 
Legacy  Duties  is  conducted ;  and  with  re- 
ga^  to  that  subject,  my  answer  to  him  is 
that,  not  exclusively  as  r^ards  the  points 
raiaed  in  the  Question,  but  as  regards  the 
general  procedure  of  that  Department,  in 
November  last  the  Treasury  addressed  to 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  an  instruction 
directing  them  to  institute  a  review  of  the 
existing  system,  with  the  view  of  ascer- 
taining whether  any  improvements  could 
be  introduced  into  it,  with  a  due  regard 
to  the  interests  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
satisfiutory  and  expeditions  transaction  of 
bosinesB.  I  need  not  say  that  my  hon. 
Fri»id,  who  ia  so  well  *7^*'^.,J^„J^ 
difflonlt  and  intrioat'iiniAm^A^'ECVd^w- 
V  3 
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partment,  vill  not  fbel  any  surprise  when 
I  tell  him  that  I  have  not  yet  receiTed 
any  Eeport  from  the  Department  upon  the 
BU^eot.  It  is  a  matter  which  will  require, 
and  which  will  receive,  y&cj  matare  con- 
sideration,  and  I  feel  satisfied  that  those 
concerned  in  it  will  address  themselveB  to 
the  iuqairy  in  a  spirit  which  irill  oondnce 
to  a  result  we  all  desire. 

aOVEBNUEMT  POWDER  MAGAZINES. 
auBsnoir. 

Vb.  BTTTLER  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  When  it 
is  prdbahle  the  Commissioners  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  circumstances  attending 
the  praotim^  construction,  storage,  and 
general  arrangement  of  the  Oovemment 
powder  magazines  throughout  tile  kingdom 
will  make  their  Beport;  and  whether  it 
ia  the  intention  of  Her  Msjesty's  GoTem- 
ment  to  introduce,  during  the  present  Ses- 
non,  a  Bill  to  compel  the  owners  of  public 
buildings  to  provide  sufficient  means  of 
Mcape  in  the  case  of  fire  ? 

Sir  GEOEQE  GREY  said,  the  Question 
referred  in  terms  only  to  the  powder  ma- 
gazines belonging  to  the  GoTernment;  but 
perhaps  it  would  be  better  that  he  should 
state  the  course  which  the  GoTemment  had 
taken  in  respect  to  powder  magazines  ge- 
nerally, since  the  lamentable  explosion  at 
Erith.  In  November  last  the  Secretary 
for  War  appointed  a  committee  of  five 
officers,  of  which  Sir  John  Bnrgoyne  was 
Chainnan,  to  iuTeati^te  the  present  state 
of  gunpowder  magazines  in  fhe  different 
plaws  under  the  w  ar  Departmmt,  and  to 

Xrt  as  to  the  measures  which  could  be 
,»ted,  consistently  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  public  service,  for  giving  in- 
creased security  to  persons  residing  in 
their  neighbourhood.  That  committee 
was  diligently  prosecuting  ita  inquiries, 
and  in  the  course  of  it  had  suggested 
practical  improvements  which  could  be 
carried  into  effect  at  once.  The  subject, 
however,  was  such  a  large  one  that  some 
time  must  elapse  before  the  committee 
could  present  their  General  Beport.  In 
addition  to  that,  Captain  Boxer  had  been 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  and 
dronmBtanoes  attending  the  explosion  at 
Erith.  He  had  done  so,  and  had  made  a 
very  full  Beport.  He  was  anbeeqnentlT 
instaracted  by  him  (Sir  George  Orey),  with 
the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  war,  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  gunpowder  maga- 
zines generally  throughout  the  country, 
Th$  Chanc^Uor  ofthtExekequn' 


not  belonging  to  the  Goremment,  and 
his  Beport  upon  that  su^eot  had  been  ro- 
oeived  only  within  the  last  few  days.  It 
contained  valuable  information  and  sug- 
gestions, and  it  would  receive  careful  atten- 
tion, with  a  view  to  those  amendments  of 
the  law  which  appeared  to  be  necessary. 

FIRES  AT  THEATRES  AND  PLACES  OF 
PUBLIC  AMUSEMENT. 
QUESTION. 

Mb.  HARTET  LEWIS  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether,  in  consequence  of  the  frequent 
recurrence  of  firea  at  theatres  and  other 
plaoea  of  public  amusement^  it  is  his  in- 
tention to  introduce  a  measure  rendering 
it  obligatory  that,  in  Aiture,  the  plans  for 
theatiBB  and  all  other  places  of  pnhUo 
amnsement  shall  be  submitted  for  approval 
to  an  architect,  to  be  appointed  for  that 
purpose  by  the  Government,  whose  espe- 
oid  doty  it  shall  be  to  see  that  every 
possible  provision  shall  be  made  againat 
the  danger  of  fire,  and  who  should  also  see 
that  proper  and  sufficieot  means  of  exit 
shall  be  provided  in  all  such  buildings  ? 

Sm  GEORGE  GREY  said,  there  was 
no  intention  at  present  to  introduce  a  Bill 
requiring  that  the  plans  of  theatres  and  all 
places  of  public  resort — for  it  could  not  be 
confined  merely  to  places  of  amusement — 
should  be  submitted  to  a  Government 
architect  before  those  places  were  built ; 
but  the  subject  to  which  the  Question 
refbrred — namely,  the  construction  of  those 
buildings,  so  as  to  provide  security  against 
fire,  and  for  tiie  safety  of  the  publio  in  the 
event  of  fire— was  one  no  doubt  of  great 
importance,  and  deserved  careful  conn- 
deration.  As  regarded  theatres,  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  they  were  regu- 
lated by  law.  They  must  all  be  licensed 
— those  in  London  by  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain, and  those  in  the  country  by  justices 
of  the  peace.  In  the  case  of  the  London 
theatres,  the  Lord  Chamberlain  had  estab- 
lished very  stringent  regulations  within 
the  last  few  years,  which  had  effected  great 
improvements  in  the  construction  of  the 
buildings,  and  in  providing  ^resa  in  case 
of  accidenta;  and,  in  the  case  of  a  new 
theatre,  the  Lord  Chamberlain  would  re- 
fuse his  licence  unless  the  building  should 
be  constmcted  in  sneh  a  manner  as  to 
provide  every  pecantion  agaiiut  fire,  and 
also  adequate  means  of  egrem.  Music 
hallfl  ana  other  places  of  the  like  kind  in 
the  mctvopoliii  were  also  Heenaed^  the 
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juitieeB,  who  mig^t  insist  upon  what  the 
Iiord  Cnumberlain  required  for  theatres; 
and  the  SBme  might  be  done  by  tiie  justices 
as.  to  theatres  in  the  oonntiy. 

TRANSPORTATION  TO  AUSTRALU. 

Hk.  UOOB  asked  the  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies,  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
Her  Uajesty'fl  Government  to  discontinue 
the  transportation  of  criminals  to  Aus- 
tralia ;  and,  if  so,  at  what  period  such 
discontinuance  will  be  commenced  } 

Me.  CARDWELL  :  The  papers  which 
have  been  laid  upon  the  table  show  that 
it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Oo- 
Temment  to  propose  to  Parliament  mea- 
sures for  the  total  discontinuance  of  trans- 
portation to  the  Australian  Colonies,  and 
also  that  the  time  within  which  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  can  be  made  in  this 
oountry  for  carrying  that  change  into  effect 
has  been  oaloulated  not  to  exceed  three 
years. 

DISMISSAL  OF  JUDGE  COURSOL. 

omssTioir. 

Kb.  peacocks  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  Whether  Jud^ 
Gonrsd  in  Canada  has  been  dismissed  in 
consequence  of  any  oommnnication  from 
the  OoTcmment  at  Home;  and,  if  so, 
vhether  sudi  communication  vos  made 
at  the  instance  of  the  Goremment  at 
Washington?   

Ub.  CARDWELL:  I  hare  not  re- 
ceived any  report  that  Judge  Coursol  has 
been  dismissed.  Whatever  steps  may  have 
been  taken  by  the  Governor  General  of 
Canada  have  been  taken  by  him  upon  the 
advice  of  his  Ministers,  and  not  in  conse- 
quence of  any  communication  made  to  him 
by  the  Home  Government. 

TURNPIKE  TRUSTS. 
Qumioir. 

Mb.  western  asked  the  Secntaiy  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whether 
it  is  his  intention  to  introduce  any  general 
measure  for  the  extinction  of  Turnpike 
Trusts;  and,  if  not,  whether,  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendation  contained  in  the 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expedienc^^  of  abolishing 
Turnpike  Trusts,  he  proposes  to  deal  with 
those  Tmsta  ihat  are  free  fivm  debt  by 
omitting  them  Cnnn  the  annual  Gontinn- 
anoe  Act? 


Sib  GEORGE  GREY :  It  is  not  the 
intention  of  Government  to  propose  at 
present  any  general  measure  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  Turnpike  Trusts;  but,  iu  ac- 
cordance substantially  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Select  Committee,  it  ia 
proposed,  with  tiie  exception  of  some  very 
sp'ecial  cases,  to  omit  from  the  annuu 
Continuance  Act  trusts  that  are  free  from 
debt. 

BRAZIL  AND  URUGUAY. 
VUBBUOV, 

Mb.  MAGTTIRE  asked  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Affaire,  Whe- 
ther any  and  whet  instructions  have  been 
sent  to  the  Minister  at  Montevideo  for  the 
protection  of  Sritisfa  subjects  and  property 
during  the  aggressions  of  Brazil  against 
the  Republic  of  Uruguay ;  and,  whether 
any  information  has  been  received  as  to 
the  state  of  blockade  of  any  of  the  Monte 
Videan  ports  since  the  repulse  of  the  Bra- 
zilian squadron  before  Paysandu,  as  re- 
ported in  the  publio  journals  ? 

Mb.  LATARD  said,  that  as  soon  as 
information  vaa  reo^ved  of  the  state  of 
tilings  on  the  Biver  Plate  in  December 
last  instructions  vere  sent  to  the  Admiral 
commanding  the  sqnadnm  in  tiie  nei^h- 
bouriiood  to  afford  all  neoessai^  proteotton 
to  the  lives  and  property  of  Brit^  sub- 
jects. No  further  information  had  been 
received  since  the  date  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  (Gentleman. 

TALOOEDARS  AND  CULTIVATORS 
OP  CUD E.— QUESTION. 

LoBD  STANLEY  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India,  Whether  the  inquiry 
now  being  carried  on  into  flie  rc^ectiTe 
rights  of  the  Talookdars  and  Cultivators  of 
Onde  is  in  pursuance  of  instructions  issned 
by  him ;  and,  whether  he  will  lay  upon  the 
table  any  Correspondence  that  may  have 
passed  on  the  subject;  and,  fdao,  whetiier 
he  could  give  any  explanation  of  the 
nature  and  purport  of  that  inquiry  ? 

SiB  CHARLES  WOOD:  I  have  no 
difficulty  in  answering  the  Question  of  my 
noble  Friend;  and,  as  considerable  mis- 
apprehension exists  upon  this  subject,  it 
may  be  desirable  that  I  should  state  vei^ 
briefly  the  circumstances  under  which  this 
inquiry  has  been  instituted.  It  has,  I 
know,  been  represented  tiiat  Sir  John 
Lawrence  has  materially  reversed  the 
policy  of  Lord  Canning  with  regard  to  the 
setUement  in  Coda,  and  has  faMnguil^|Of 
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a  breach  of  fiuth  with  the  TalookdBXS.  I 
hope  Uiat  the  House  will  feel  sure  that 
Sir  John  Lawrence  is  incapable  of  doing 
anyttiing  of  that  kind.  The  great  feature 
of  Lord  Canning's  policy  with  regard  to 
the  settlement  of  Oude,  was  to  restore  the 
Talookdars  to  the  position  of  independent 
native  landowners  and  gentlemen^  and  that 
the  settlement  with  the  QoTemment  should 
be  made  direct  with  them,  in  lieu  of  the 
system  which  had  prevailed  in  the  North 
"West  Provinces  of  a  settlement  with  the 
under  proprietors.  That  arrangement  re- 
mains perfect  and  altogether  untouched ; 
but  there  is  a  question  as  to  the  existence 
of  certain  rights  of  cnltivatore  in  Oude. 
The  Chief  Commissioner  believes  that  such 
rights  did  not  exist;  the  Judicial  Com* 
xnissioner  belieres  that  they  did.  The 
Chief  Commissioner  admits  frankly  that  if 
they  did  exist,  they  are  preserved  imder  the 
Bunnuds  or  grants  of  Lord  Canning  to  the 
Talookdars  in  which  a  condition  was  in- 
serted that  all  persona  holding  under  the 
Talookdars  should  be  secured  in  the  pos- 
session of  all  the  subordinate  rights  they 
formerly  enjoyed ;  and  the  object  of  the 
inqniry  ordered  by  Sir  John  Lawrence 
and  referred  to  in  the  Question  is  simply 
to  ascertain  whether  these  rights  did  or 
did  not  exist.  If  the  result  should  be  that 
they  did  not  exist,  there  is  an  end  of  the 

aaestion.  If  the  result  should  be  that 
ley  did  eiist,  then  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
the  GkiTemment,  tinder  the  stipulations  of 
Lord  Canning's  grant  to  the  Talookdars, 
to  take  care  that  they  are  secured.  It  was 
not  in  consequence  of  any  instmotiona  from 
home  that  the  inquiry  vas  ordered.  I  shall 
not  have  the  slightest  Direction  to  lay  on 
Uie  table  all  the  papers  thst  we  have  upon 
the  subject.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  some 
doouments  which  we  ought  to  have  received 
have  not  been  transmitted  to  us,  and 
therefore  the  information  which  I  can  give 
to  the  House  is,  like  what  I  possess  my- 
self, Teiy  imperfect. 

TITLES  TO  LAND  IN  IRELAND. 

QUESTION. 

Hb.  SCULLY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  Is  it  intended,  on  the  part 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  to  introduce 
early  this  Session  a  Bill  to  register  or  to 
record  the  Titles  to  Land  in  Ireland  ? 

Sib  BOBERT  F££L  said,  that  last  Ses- 
sion his  right  hen.  Friend  the  Attorney 
Oeaeral  for  Ireland  engaged  to  lay  on  the 
table  of  the  House  a  Bill,  and  he  did  ao 
Sir  Ch4Krh9  Wood 


before  flie  close  (tf  the  Session.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  a  strong  feeling  pre- 
vailed amongst  certain  classes  in  Ireland, 
to  try  the  experiment  of  a  cheap  system 
of  land  transfer;  but  the  late  Attorney 
Qeperal  for  Ireland  stated  in  this  House, 
at  the  time  he  introduced  the  Bill,  that  it 
would  create  what  he  called  a  great  social 
revolution  among  the  landed  proprietors 
of  that  country ;  and,  considering  the 
changes  which  had  lately  taken  place,  he 
(Sir  Bobert  Feel)  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  wait  until  the  Law  Officer  of  the 
Crown  was  in  that  House,  and,  therefore, 
he  suggested  the  matter  should  be  post- 
poned to  a  future  Session. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 
Select  Committee  nminaUi: — Colonel 
WiuoK  FAxmr,  Ur.  Waltoz.^  Hr.  Hbk- 
LBT,  Ifr.  WniOHTsoir,  Ur.  Gbtookt,  Ur. 
Bb4U8toit,  Mr.  Boithah-Cabtkb,  Mr.  Le- 
FBOT,  Mr.  DoMiOF,  Mr.  EnwABn  Eqxbtok, 
and  Ur.  Faost. 

COMMITTEE  OF  SELECTION. 

Select  Committee  nominated  :  —  Ur. 
DuNLOp,  Mr.  Obeoobt,  Mj.  Bonkam- 
Cabteb,  Lord  Hothah,  Ur,  Mowbbat, 
and  the  Chairman .  of  tlie  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Standing  Ordm. 

SUPPLY. 

Motion  forSupply — Order  forCommittee 

on  Motion,  "That  a  Supply  be  granted  to 

Her  Majesty,"  read. 

Lords  Commissioners'  Speech  rrfwred. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  Ur.  Speaker  do  now  uave  tiie 

Chair." 

NATT— ARMOUR-PLATED  SHIPS  IN 
THE  CHANNEL  FLEET. 
QUESTION. 

Sib  JAMES  ELFHINSTONE  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  To  lay 
upon  the  table  of  the  House  Admiral 
Dacres'  Keport  relative  to  the  sailing  qua- 
lities, &o.,  of  the  armour-plated  ships,  so 
that  it  might  be  considered  with  the  Kati- 
mates? 

Loan  CLAEENCE  PAGET  regretted 
that  he  ooold  not  lay  upon  the  table  of 
the  House  Admiral  Dacres'  reports  with 
regard  to  the  performanees  of  the  armour- 
plated  ships.  Those  reports  were  always 
r^rded  as  eonfidentiu  reports  to  the 
Admiraltv,  and  th^  were  almoat  inva- 
riably leraaed.  ^ 
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CANADA  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Sib  JOHN  "WALSH,  in  asking  the  Firat 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  for  information  rela- 
tive to  tiie  cireamstancea  which  had  led 
to  the  notice  given  by  the  OoTemment  of 
the  United  States  of  North  America  to 
terminate  the  ConTontion  under  which 
England  and  the  Tfnited  States  matually 
engaged  not  to  fit  ont  Naval  Amutroents 
npon  the  Canadian  Lakes ;  also  respecting 
the  abrogation  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce 
between  the  Provinces  of  British  North 
America  and  the  United  States  conclnded 
by  the  late  Lord  Elgin ;  and  to  move  for 
all  Papers  and  Correspondence  connected 
with  these  snbjeets — said :  Sir,  it  appears 
to  me  that  this  subjeot  is  one  of  such  impor- 
tance tiiat  it  not  only  affords  ample  justi- 
fication for  the  course  I  am  about  to  take, 
but  renders  it  inonmbent  on  the  House  to 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  inquiring 
into  it,  and  makes  it  the  imperative  duty 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  give  the 
most  ample  information  which,  oonsistently 
with  thdr  public  dnty,  it  is  their  poww  to 
■npply.  I  venture  to  say  that  no  mere 
promise,  no  ibrmal  stereotyped  reply, 
■hooM  be  placed  in  the  way  of  afformng 
the  House  and  the  country  the  ftillest  in- 
formation on  the  state  of  our  relations 
with  the  United  States,  with  which  both 
the  House  and  the  country  ought  to  be 
made  acquainted.  I  will  add,  that  if  I 
thought  we  information  was  imperatively 
necessary  before,  my  opinion  has  been  con- 
firmed by  the  perusal  of  the  papers  which 
have  been  this  morning  placed  in  the  hands 
of  Members.  It  appears  to  me  that  these 
papers,  as  far  as  they  go,  render  the  matter 
doubly  obscure,  and  leave  a  hiattu  which  I 
cannot  believe  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
cannot  supply,  and  if  they  cannot  supply 
the  Matut  it  is  a  very  pregnant  fact.  So 
Car  as  I  have  been  aUe  to  follow  out  the 
thread  of  the  Gorre^Hmdenoe,  it  appears 
that  Mr.  Sewaid  has  oommnnicated  to  our 
Minister  at  'Washington  that  there  were 
atroDg  and  ni^nt  reasons,  arising  ont  of 
the  raids  which  have  taken  place  from  the 
shores  of  Canada,  for  the  adoption  of  cer- 
tain temporary  and  provisionBl  expedients 
to  a  certain  degree  amounting  to  an  abro- 
gation of  the  Treaty  of  1817;  but  he  fur- 
ther states  that  he  regards  the  temporary 
infringement  as  no  interference  with  the 
^irit  of  the  treaty  in  all  its  main  provi- 
mons.  And  yet  we  are  informed  by  the 
Prerident  of  the  United  States,  in  a  most 
formal  numner,  in  his  Message  to  the  Le- 
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gislatnre,  pledging  the  authority  of  the 
Oovemment  in  the  most  unmistakable 
manner — ^while  Mr.  Seward  was  writing 
these  letters  declaring  the  movement  of  a 
temporary  character  and  for  temporary 
purposes — that  he  intends  entirely  to  abro- 
gate  this  treaty,  and  to  hold  that  it  be 
void  and  of  no  effect  after  the  expiry  of 
six  months.  Those  discrepancies  between 
the  statements  of  Mr.  Seward  and  the  acts 
of  his  Oovemment  strengthen  the  demand 
which  I  feel  justified  in  making  on  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers  for  explanation  of  so 
startling  a  oiroumstance.  I  m\l  venture 
to  preface  my  question  with  one  remark. 
I  hare  never  been  one  of  those  who  have 
impugned  the  policy  ofneutrality  assumed 
by  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  towards  the 
contending  parties  in  North  America  as 
their  guiding  policy ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
it  always  appeared  to  me  that  there  was 
one  capital  defect  attaching  itself  to  that 
policy — ^that  was,  that  from  the  beginning 
this  neutrality  was  not  accepted  as  such 
by  the  Glovemment  of  the  Northern  States. 
I  have  often  heard  it  said  that  it  takes  two 
pOTSons  to  make  a  quarrel ;  and  it  in 
equally  tme  tSiat  the  eonoorrenoe  of  both 
parties  to  peace  is  neoessaty  to  secure  its 
solidity ;  fa  if  while  one  is  determined  to 
be  on  good  terms  the  other  is  bait  on 
quarrelling,  peace  must  rest  on  a  very 
frail  and  uncertain  tenure.  But,  so  far  as 
I  can  see,  the  Government  of  President 
Lincoln  baa  from  the  very  commencement 
protested  against  the  line  of  conduct  which 
Her  Majea^s  Miniaters  have  thought  fit 
to  adopt,  and  have  seemed  to  look  upon 
it  as  a  departure  from  those  principles 
which  ought  to  regulate  the  intercourse  of 
friendly  States,  and  an  encouragement  on 
our  side  of  what  they  choose  to  regard  as 
rebellion  and  piracy  on  the  part  of 
the  South,  as  well  as  a  main  cause 
of  their  long  and  obstinate  resistance. 
Throughout  the  continuance  of  the  eontest, 
in  all  their  commnnications  wiUi  this 
country  the  Northern  States  have  never 
failed  to  raise  the  question  thf^'  have  con- 
stantly niged  on  us,  that  we  are  in  the 
wrong,  that  we  have  committed  a  breach 
of  amicable  and  friendly  relations  towards 
them  in  acknowledging  the  belligerent 
rights  of  their  adversaries.  We  therefore 
started  witli  a  ground  of  difference  as  it 
were  between  us  and  the  North.  I  do 
not  desire  to  handy  abuse  or  vituperation, 
or  to  echo  any  of  those  violent  expressions, 
which  we  are  informed  have  often  been 
uttered  in  tiie  American  Connees ;  buL  at 
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the  same  time,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  no 
English  statesman  can,  or  ought  possibly, 
to  shot  his  eyea  to  the  main  fact  that  a 
feeling  of  hostility — I  may  almost  say 
of  bitter  hostility — has  pervaded,  since 
the  commencement  of  the  unhappy  civil 
var,  the  GoTemment,  the  pr^,  and  the 
people  of  Ihe  Northern  States  against  this 
oountry.  I  will  not  add  to  the  bitterness 
of  ftat  feelini^  by  a  reeapituIaUon  of  all 
the  prooft  which  I  ooold  adduce  to  show 
its  existence.  There  are  many  eironm- 
stances  which  rendw  it  evident  Uiat  I  do 
not  lightly  assert  that  whi&h  I  can  so 
easily  establish.  I  will  simply  refer  to 
the  case  of  Captain  (now  Admiral)  Wilkes, 
whose  outrage  on  the  English  flag  was  no 
great  feat  of  war,  nor  very  valiant  exploit, 
but  an  insnlt  to  our  Aag,  of  which  the 
American  Qovernment  were  so  sensible 
of  the  wrong  that  it  atoned  and  apologised 
for  it ;  yet,  in  that  Assembly  in  the  United 
States,  which  occupied  a  position  analogous 
to  our  own  House  of  Commons,  Captain 
Wilkes  was  called  to  its  bar  for  the  pur- 
pose, not  of  being  reprimanded  or  censured, 
but  to  receive  the  thanks  of  the  Assembly 
for  the  outrage  which  he  had  committed. 
That  is  a  circumstance,  when  we  reoolleot 
the  many  who  have  received  a  similar 
compliment  in  this  ooantry  for  services, 
which  places  tiie  conduct  of  the  two  As- 
semblies  in  remarkable  contrast,  and  shows 
how  bitter  is  the  hostility  towards  us.  I 
do  not  wish  to  dwell  longer  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  I  do  say  we  must  take  these  latter 
acts  of  the  American  Qovernment  in  con- 
nection with  this  spirit  which  has  been 
so  unmistakably  exhibited  throughout  the 
war.  I  know  it  has  been  sometimes  said 
in  this  House  and  elsewhere  that  the  policy 
of  neutrality  which  we  have  observed  has 
rendered  us  equally  obnoxious  to  both  the 
contending  parties,  and  that  both  are  equally 
inclined  to  blame  us.  That  may  be  so ; 
there  may  exist  prejudices  against  us  in  the 
South — I  am  afraid,  indeed,  that  we  have 
established  no  particularly  good  claim  to 
the  gratitude  u  the  South — but  my  me- 
mory does  not  serve  me  to  recall,  on  the 
part  of  the  Southem  States,  any  such  open, 
dear,  distinct,  unmistakable  demonstra- 
tions of  hostility  as  have  been  heaped  upon 
us  by  the  press,  the  people,  the  diplomatic 
agents,  and  the  Ooremment  itself  of  the 
Northern  States.  It  is  io  connection  with 
this  feeling  of  hostility  that  we  must  read 
these  last  and  most  startling  steps  of  their 
Executive  to  which  I  am  anxious  to  call 
qieoial  attention.  Xow,  what  are  these 


steps  ?  It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  the 
House  that  in  the  last  war  with  the  Ame- 
rican States  in  1812  the  North  American 
lakes  were  the  theatre  of  the  most  obsti- 
nate and  protracted  warfare  between  the 
two  Powers ;  they  contended  on  those 
lakes  with  the  greatest  gallantry,  determi- 
nation, and  that  nautical  skill  which  are 
the  common  attribntes  of  both  peo[^e. 
Protracted  struggles  took  place;  but  where 
both  parties  were  equally  bfdanrad,  and 
where  both,  so  to  speak,  were  upon  their 
own  element,  the  result  naturally  was  that 
neither  party  achieved  any  decisive  advan- 
tage. Every  one  having  the  slightest 
knowledge  of  the  geography  of  the  country 
or  the  remotest  conception  of  strategicd, 
points,  must  see  that  the  naval  possession 
of  those  great  inland  oceans,  extending 
from  the  river  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Bocky 
Mountains,  and  forming  at  once  the  boun- 
dary  between  Canada  and  the  United  States 
and  the  most  remarkable  features  of  the 
continent,  implied  the  command  of  the 
Canadian  provinces.  It  was  impossible  to 
cede  to  the  United  States  naval  superiority  • 
in  those  waters  without  at  once  blotting 
out  Canada  as  an  independent  State  from 
the  face  of  the  globe.  Such  was  the 
feeling  entertained  when,  happily,  the 
sanguinary  stru^le  was  closed  by  the 
peace  of  1816;  and  the  statesmen  of 
that  period,  sincerely  dedious  of  estab- 
lishing a  lasting  peace,  applied  their 
minds  on  both  sides  to  effect  an  arrange- 
ment which  would  render  those  waters 
neutral.  They  saw  at  once  that  if  peace 
were  merely  to  lead  to  a  perpetual  race  in 
naval  construction,  such  a  peace,  in  its 
very  nature,  would  be  hoUow  and  tempo- 
rary, attended  with  all  the  expenses  of 
war,  and  in  all  probability  leading  to  war 
at  no  distant  period.  Accordingly,  in 
1817,  a  treaty  was  signed  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  two  countries  providing 
for  the  absolute  neutrality  of  those  waters. 
Both  parties  agreed  to  dismantie  all  the 
vessels  which  tiiey  had  upon  the  lakes, 
and  to  build  no  others  in  their  stead,  ex- 
cept a  few  lightly  armed  for  purposes  of 
revenue  and  police,  and  each  carrying  one 
18>pounder— these  vessels  to  be  confined 
in  the  case  of  each  of  the  Powers  to  two 
upon  Lake  Champlain  and  one  upon  each 
of  the  other  lakes.  The  treaty  thus  hap' 
pily  completed  has  now  been  in  force  for 
half  a  century,  and  to  it  must  be  attribu- 
ted the  peace  and  tranquillity  which, 
during  tiut  period,  has  existed  between 
the  countriee.   It  hai^  moi^veri  been 
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■uppIemeDted  br  a  Treaty  of  Commerce 
made  during  the  vioeroyalty  of  Lord 
Elgin,  under  which  perfect  reciprocity 
and  free  trade  wore  eBtablished  between 
Canada  and  the  United  States;  and  the 
whole  of  the  BritiA  Xorth  Amerioan 
waters  were  thrown  opeaf  thereby  getting 
rid  of  a  constant  source  of  bickering  and 
disputes  whidi  were  always  giving  trouble 
to  the  naral  commanders  on  the  station, 
and  always  tending  to  interrupt  inter- 
national harmony.  Under  what  circum- 
etances  is  it  now  proposed  by  the  Go- 
remment  of  President  Lincoln  to  put  an 
end  to  these  treaties  which  have  become 
incorporated  in  the  public  polity  of  the 
two  countries  ?  In  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne— which,  like  all  its  fellows,  was 
not  remarkable  for  disclosing  any  new 
fiicts — ^we  are  informed  that  considerable 
progress  has  been  made  towards  erecting 
the  six  British  North  Amerioan  Provinces 
into  one  confederation.  This  change,  I 
am  given  to  understand,  is  not  made  with 
any  intention  of  weakening  or  seToring 
the  connection  with  the  mother  oountry. 
But  supposing  that  the  confederate  even- 
tnally  outgrew  that  connection,  and  that 
peaceably  and  without  opposition  the 
child  attained  to  maturity,  and  a  aepara' 
tion  should  take  place  between  them  and 
the  mother  country,  there  is  nothing,  I 
feel  persnaded,  which  the  new  confede- 
racy has  less  in  view  than  encouraging 
any  idea  of  amalgamation  with  the  United 
States.  Any  attempt  to  incorporate  it 
would,  I  am  persuaded,  be  resisted  to  the 
uttermost.  I  believe  the  feeling  is,  that 
they  will  either  remain  in  connection 
with  this  country  or  become  an  indepen- 
dent Confederacy ;  and  if  I  have  read  or 
studied  the  history  of  current  events 
•right,  I  believe  that  one  of  the  objects 
of  the  new  confederation  is  to  enable 
Canada  better  to  resist  any  aggression  on 
Idle  part  of  the  United  Stat^,  and  that 
the  knowledge  of  this  fact,  coupled  with 
its  tendency  to  maintain  intact  the  con- 
nection with  this  country,  has  largely  in- 
fluenced the  Government  to  sanction  the 
project  of  the  confederation.  It  is  not 
yet  formed,  but  it  is  jast  starting  into  ex- 
istence ;  and  this  is  the  moment  chosen  by 
the  United  States  for  tearing  in  pieces  the 
treaties  that  consolidate  the  bond  of  peace 
between  Canada  and  the  United  States, 
and  upon  which  all  tranquillity  and  good 
neighbourhood  must  necessarily  rest.  The 
defOarations  that  theee  are  at  an  end, 
notifled  solemnlf  by  the  President  of  the 


United  States,  are  blows  aimed  at  Eng- 
land as  wdl  as  at  the  new  confederacy. 
There  may  be  some  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
will  oontemplate  without  riiame  or  regret 
the  total  and  «itire  severance  of  the  oon- 
neotion  between  England  and  Canada,  and 
who  will  say  that  this  coontry  will  get  rid 
thereby  of  a  sonroe  of  much  embarrassment^ 
expense,  and  trouble.  I  will,  however, 
tell  those  Gentlemen  that  Great  Britain 
could  not,  if  she  would,  cut  Canada  adrift. 
I  tell  those  Gentlemen  that  as  long  as 
Canada  retains  her  desire  to  be  connected 
with  this  country—as  long  as  Canada  re- 
tains her  spirit  and  her  resolution  to  be 
independent  of  the  American  republic,  so 
long  is  England  bound  by  her  honour, 
bound  by  her  interest,  bound  by  every 
motive  which  can  instigate  a  generous  or 
a  patriotic  nation,  to  sustain  Canada,  bound 
to  protect  Canada,  bound  to  vindicate  her 
rights,  boand  to  guard  her  whether  as  an 
ally  or  a  dependency  against  the  aggres- 
sions of  ^united  States.  It  is  impos- 
sible that  England  can  shrink  from  that 
obligation.  The  day  tlut  she  does  so  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Chanodlor  of  the 
^chequer  may  come  down  to  the  House, 
and  in  his  happy  phrases,  with  his  melli- 
fluous eloquence,  may  possibly  congratu- 
late this  House  that  we  have  emancipated 
ourselves  from  a  source  of  expense,  from 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  lai^e  military 
establishments;  that  we  are  driving  a 
thriving  trade ;  he  may  felicitate  the 
House  that  we  are  sending  a  number  of 
admirably-finished  Armstrong  and  'Whit- 
worth  guns  for  the  purpose  of  arming  the 
new  naval  force  of  the  Americans  upon 
the  Canadian  Lakes ;  that  Birmingham  is 
sending  out  a  Ten  plentiAil  supply  of 
fetters  and  handcum  to  coerce  refraotory 
Americans;  tiiat  there  may  be  a  vast 
amount  of  commercial  prosperity,  and  tiiat 
ho  has  tiie  pleasups  of  announcing  that  he 
is  enabled  to  reduce  the  income  tax  Id.  or 
2d.  in  the  pound.  But,  I  say,  that  if 
ever  that  day  should  come,  and  if  ever 
that  speech  is  made,  the  whole  world  will 
look  on  the  old  British  oak  not  only  as 
withered  in  its  leaves,  but  as  rotten  at  its 
heart.  There  is,  in  fact,  no  escape  from 
the  obligation  which  binds  Great  Britain 
by  every  tie  of  honour  and  national  inter- 
est to  maintain  Canada  in  the  position  in 
which  she  places  herself  with  your  con- 
sent. And,  therefore,  I  say  that  this  is 
not  merely  a  question  between  England 
and  the  United  States,  it  is  a  question  be- 
tween Epg^d  and  Canada^It  appears 
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to  me  that  the  sot  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  tearing  up  these  treaties 
without,  aa  I  can  see  from  these  papers, 
any  expostulation,  any  aif  ument,  any  coiv 
respondenoe,  on  the  luhieot  is  an  aot  of 
Bnca  unmistakable  hos^ty  that  it  xeally 
amounts  almost  to  a  deolaratiou  of  war. 
I  am  sure  that  in  many  of  the  eariier 
stages  of  our  history  it  would  have  been 
so  regarded.  Whether  it  is  possible  to 
avert  war  by  aeqaiesoing  in  acts  of  flagrant 
hostility  is  a  question  for  the  determination 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  It  ie  pos- 
sible that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  not  yet  given  that  formal,  legal, 
if  I  may  use  the  expression,  notice  to  our 
Cabinet  of  his  iutentiou  to  abrogate  these 
treaties.  The  House  will  recollect  that  in 
both  the  treaties  there  was  a  condition 
enabling  the  Goremment  of  either  connby 
to  terminate  the  treaty  by  giving  six 
months'  notice— just  as  jou  turn  out  a 
tenant  at  will  if  you  consider  him  insol- 
Tent.  I  am  not  acouung  Hhe  United  States 
ot  any  absolute  infraction  of  the  treaties. 
I  am  not  accndng  them  of  that.  What  I 
aooose  them  of  is  an  aot  of  hostility  in 
tearing  up  the  treaties  on  which  peace  and 
prosperity  depend.  If  th^  choose  to  go 
to  war  with  ns  they  may.  I  am  not  dia- 
putiug  their  legal  right  to  tear  up  those 
treaties  any  more  than  I  should  dispute 
their  right,  if  they  ohoose,  to  go  to  war. 
But  I  say  that  the  one  is  very  much  the 
same  thing  as  the  other.  The  one  is  neces- 
sary to  the  other,  and  both  are  very  much 
in  the  same  category.  I  may  be  met  by  the 
finTnal  argument— a  word  1  depreoate — 
that  the  Cfovemment  have  not  yet  received 
fcomal  notice  from  the  Amerioan  President, 
and  they  may  therefore  ignore  the  exis- 
tence of  any  such  intention.  But  the 
OovOTumoit  cannot  ignore  the  Uessage 
sent  by  the  President  in  his  public  addros 
to  the  LegislatnTe,  and  the  utention  thus 
announced  is  as  muoh  an  aeoomplished  feet 
M  if  the  formal  notice  had  heea  received. 
The  hot  in  question  may  make  a  difference 
of  a  few  months  in  the  period  at  which 
the  termination  of  the  treaty  comes  into 
operation  ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
the  Amerioan  Presideut  referred  to  the 
snbjeot  in  his  Message  without  intending 
to  cairy  the  notice  into  effect  I  have 
heard  it  said  sometimes  that  the  Ameri- 
oaos  are  foud  of  bluster,  but  that  the  notice 
is  mere  effervescence,  and  does  not  mean 
anything.  For  myself,  I  will  not  pay 
the  Americans  so  bad  a  compliment  as  to 
auppoae  th^  are  merely  aetuig  Uie  l»ag- 1 
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gart.  I  will  not  say  they  are  not  a  vain- 
glorious people,  but  they  are  also  a  very 
gallant  people,  having  extraordinary  tena- 
city of  purpose,  and  an  immense  amount 
of  ambition,  as  was  shown  by  their  con- 
tending as  they  were  now  doing  solely  for 
empire,  and  by  their  Monroe  poUcj  which 
prompted  them  to  apel  all  European  rule 
and  influence  from  the  American  continent. 
It  would  be  a  piece  of  wilful  blindness  to 
ignore  these  facts,  and  to  attribute  the 
notice  in  question  to  mere  bluster  and 
bravado.  I  have  ventured,  not  with  any 
kind  of  disrespect  to  the  able  Gentleman 
who  conducts  the  Foreign  Department  in 
this  House,  but  I  have  ventured  to  put 
my  question  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  We  must  all  feel  that  whatever 
falls  from  the  noble  Lord  foils  with  a 
weight  and  gravity  whidi  no  other  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  oan  possess ;  and  this  is 
a  question  of  that  nigenoy  and  of  that 
national  importance  which  demands  his 
intervention  and  his  special  attention.  I 
have  only  to  hope  that  in  answering  the 
Question  which  stands  in  my  name  tiie 
noble  Lwd  will  be  able  to  give  some  ex- 
planation which  may  tend  to  lessen  the 
very  aggravated  obaraoter  of  this  hostile 
proceeding,  which  appears  to  me  to  be 
directed  against  both  Canada  and  this 
country ;  and  I  also  earnestly  hope,  and  I 
believe,  that  under  any  circumstances  the 
honour  of  this  country  will  not  be  forgot- 
ten or  neglected  by  that  statesman  in 
whom  the  whole  nation  have  so  much  con- 
fidence. I  now  conclude  by  putting  the 
Question  to  the  noble  Lord  and  moving  for 
the  papers  of  which  I  have  given  notice. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  oat  from  the  word  "  That"  to  the  ead 
of  the  QnestioD.  in  order  to  add  the  ironlB"ait 
hambto  Address  be  prewnted  to  Her  Mueily, 
that  She  will  be  graoiontly  pleased  to  |^Ye  direo- 
tioDB  that  there  M  laid  before  this  Ilonse,  Copies 
of  all  Papers  and  CorreipondeDOe  relatiTe  to  the 
notioe  given  hj  the  GoTemment  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America  to  termioate  the  Con* 
Tention  under  which  England  and  the  United 
States  mutoallx  agreed  not  to  fit  out  Naval  Amm> 
menta  upon  the  Canadian  Lakes  ;  alee  respeoting 
the  abrogation  of  the  Treatir  of  Commerce  bistweea 
the  Provinces  of  British  North  America  and  the 
United  Sutes  hj  the  Utd  Lord  Elgin,"— (Sm> 
John  IFaith.) 

— ^instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  Idt  out  stand  part  of  the 

Question." 

YiBoouira  PALUEBSTON :  Sir,  I  cer- 
tainly am  not  going  to  follow  the  hon. 
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Baronet  into  a  diseossion  into  the  present 
■tate  of  onr  relati(mB  with  flie  United 
States.  I  do  not  think  tha^  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  a  diseasaon  the  kind 
vonld  be  at  all  eondnoiTe  to  the  public 
interests.  I  will  confine  myself  to  ansrer- 
ing  the  QoeatioDB  which  I  understand  the 
hon.  Baronet  to  have  pat.  There  were 
two  arrangements  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States — one  in  1817,  by 
which  the  two  parties  agreed  to  a  limit  as 
to  their  naval  force  upon  the  Lakes.  That 
was  not  a  treaty,  but  an  informal  arrange- 
ment entered  into  between  the  two  Go- 
Temments.  There  was  also  the  Treaty  of 
1 854,  which  was  a  regular  treaty,  bearing 
apon  the  commercial  intercourse  of  our 
Korth  American  Provinces  and  the  United 
States,  and  making  certain  arrangements 
wiUi  r^rd  to  the  fisherin  on  tiie  two 
coasts.  We  hare  given  all  tiie  papers  in 
the  poBseanon  of  the  Oovemment  bearing 
on  mose  two  points.  The  House  will  see 
by  the  papers  presented  that  in  November 
last  we  received  an  intimation  from 
Government  of  the  United  States  that  they 
intended  to  put  an  end — as  they  bad  a 
right  to  do — to  the  agreement  whiob  re- 
lates to  the  limitation  of  the  naval  force  of 
the  two  parties  on  the  Lakes.  But  it  vill 
be  seen  tiiat  this  intention  was  temporary 
in  its  nature.  It  was  founded  on  certain 
transaetions  that  had  takeo  place  on  those 
Lakes,  whicb,  according  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  required  addi- 
tional means  of  defence  on  their  part,  and 
the  abn^tion  of  that  arrangement  was 
not  to  be  considered  as  a  final  decision, 
but  OS  leaving  iqten  the  question  as  to  a 
renewal  of  t£e  arrangement  at  a  ftitnre 
time.  I  do  not  think,  therefore,  that 
the  House  is  justified  in  looking  upon 
the  matter  in  we  same  Ug^t  as  the  hon. 
Baronet  has  done — namely,  as  an  indica- 
tion of  intended  hostilities  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States.  We  cannot  deny  that 
things  did  take  place  on  the  Lakes  of  which 
the  United  States  were  justly  entitled  to 
■  oom  plain ;  and  if  the  measures  which 
they  have  rooourse  to  are  simply  calcu- 
lated, as  they  say,  for  the  protection  of 
their  commerce  and  their  citizens,  I  think 
they  are  perfectly  jastified  in  having  re- 
eourse  to  them.  With  regard  to  the  Be* 
oiprom^  Treaty,  a  proposal  has  been  made 
in  Congress  to  put  an  end  to  that  trea^ 
by  notioe,  in  conformity  with  one  of  its 
artades ;  but  that  notioe  cannot  be  given, 
I  beUere,  nntil  Ihe  15th  of  Harch— the 
period  at  which  the  ten  yean  wiU  h«vQ 


expired— and  therefore  no  official  intima- 
tion has  hitherto  been  made  to  us  upon 
the  Butrjeet.  When  that  intimation  has 
been  made  we  shall  know  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  United  States  Oovemment 
deem  it  right,  advanti^eous,  and  proper 
to  put  an  end  to  that  treaty ;  we  shall  then 
communicate  to  the  House  the  informa- 
tion given  to  us,  and  the  House  will  be 
able  to  judge  of  the  matter  for  itself. 
But  I  entreat  the  House  to  abstain  at 
present  from  discussions  which  can  tend  to 
no  good — which  can  only  tend  to  prejudice 
the  public  interests — not  to  assume  gra- 
tuitously the  existence  of  hostile  feelings 
which  I  trust,  notwithstanding  the  lan- 
guage which  may  be  used  1^  individoala 
in  speeches  or  in  newspaper  paragraphs, 
do  not  animate  the  geuer^  population  of 
the  United  States.  At  all  events  let  us 
not  assume  it.  It  will  he  time  enough 
to  deal  with  the  matter  when  it  takM  a 
practical  form  ;  but  at  present  let  ns  ab- 
stain from  discnsrions  which  would  tend 
to  precipitate  opinions  and  to  excite  feel- 
ings which  it  IS  the  interest  of  the  two 
countries  to  put  aude. 

Ammdmen^  by  leaver  wil^own. 

Uain  Question  put,  and  agretd  to, 

Uotion  eontitUred  in  Committee— Mr. 
DonsoK  in  the  Chair. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Ettohed,  "  That  a  Supply  be  granted  to 
Her  Majesty." 

Besolution  to  be  reported  on  Mondajf 
next 

BANKS  OF  ISSUE—RESOLUnON. 

Banks  of  Issne  eontidered  in  Committee; 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Tbb  CHANCELLOR  or  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER: I  rise.  Sir,  for  the  purpose  of 
proposing  two  Resolutions,  which,  if  adop- 
ted by  the  Committee,  will  be  the  founda- 
tion of  a  Bill  which  it  will  he  my  duty  to 
introduce ;  and  I  will  now  proceed  to  ex- 
plain in  a  few  words  the  nature  of  these 
Resolutions.  But  first  of  all,  I  will  make 
a  few  statements  which  will  tend  to  obviate 
any  misapprehension  or  exaggeration  as 
to  the  nature  of  this  propoetd.  In  the 
first  place,  this  is  a  proposal  which  does 
not  bear  in  any  material  or  palpable  man- 
ner upon  any  of  the  important  questions 
connected  with  the  issue  of  bank  notes.  It 
is  not  properly  to  be  considered  as  a  our- 
xenoy  measure.  In  the  second-place,  itjs 
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not  a  measDre  vhioh  will  in  anj  reepeot 
interfere  with  exiertdng  privil^i^  or  l^al 
arrangements,  except  by  offering  to  those 
parties  who  may  be  so  usposed  the  oppor- 
tunity of  modifying  their  position  when 
they  think  fit  The  Bill  will  create  a  new 
legal  poation  for  those  banks  of  issue 
which  may  be  disposed  to  avail  thenuelTes 
of  its  pronsions.  And  here  it  may  be  well 
that  I  should  remind  the  Committee  of  the 
present  state  of  the  law  with  regard  to  the 
usne  of  bank  notes  in  England  and  Wales 
1^  banks  other  than  the  Bank  of  England, 
as  left  by  the  Act  1844.  That  Act  left 
the  issuers  of  tHoik  notes  in  possessum  of  the 
privilege  which  they  had  ueretofore  exer- 
cised, without  giving  them,  however,  the 
assurance  of  the  continuance  of  its  posses- 
sion for  an^  given  time,  and  imposed  upon 
them  a  limitation  with  respect  to  the 
quantity  of  the  issues  which  they  were  at 
liberty  to  make.  Connected,  however, 
with  the  benefit  of  the  power  of  issue 
were  veiy  serious  burdens.  Their  banking 
bnuness,  which,  but  for  the  power  of  issue, 
they  would  be  enabled  to  carry  on  without 
any  restraints  or  limitations  whatever,  was 
placed  by  the  provisions  of  that  Aot  under 
very  serious  restrictions.  What  happened 
has  been  this.  Some  banks  possessed  of 
the  right  of  issue  fonnd  themselves  so 
muob  hampered  in  the  exeroiae  of  their 
banking  fonotiona  by  those  restrictions  that 
they  have  shown  a  disposition  to  eoo^te, 
if  possible,  from  their  opmtion.  I  think 
about  three  or  four  years  ago  an  applica- 
tion was  made  to  the  Treasury,  requesting 
their  sanction,  in  the  case  of  an  important 
issuing  bank,  for  the  removal  of  the  bank- 
ing restrictions  imposed  by  the  Act  of 
1 844.  The  answer  of  the  Treasury  to  that 
application  was  that  we  oonld  not  under- 
take to  reconsider  the  restricticms  imposed 
upon  the  banking  functions  of  issuing 
banks  by  the  Act  of  1844  without  also 
reoonndering  thor  position  with  req>ect 
to  issue,  beoiuse  the  benefit  of  issue  and 
the  banking  restrictions  wen  oorrelative 
one  to  the  other  in  the  intention  of  the 
Aot.  At  a  later  period  a  fiuther  applica- 
tion was  made  to  me  on  the  part  of  the 
Kational  and  Fnmneial  Bank.  That  bank 
is  invested  with  the  privilege  of  isane  to  a 
veiy  considerable  amoont*  imd  it  likewise 
carries  on  very  large  banking  operations, 
which  are  widely  diffiiaed  over  the  surfitoe 
of  the  country.  The  National  and  Pro- 
vinual  Bank  has  signified  to  Her  IC^eefy's 
Govemmatt  its  wilUngneas  and  desire  to 
purdiase  rdief  from  the  rcstiietioDs  of  the 
7%0  fTtmrtffw     tti  AalMwr 
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Act  of  1844,  by  consenting  to  modify  their 
privily  of  issue.  Of  course,  it  did  not 
properly  appertain  to  the  Directors  of  that 
bank  to  speak  on  behalf  of  parties  other 
than  themselves ;  but  finding  no  reason  to 
decline  the  considraation  of  the  question 
upon  the  general  basis  upon  which  it  had 
been  proposed,  I  felt  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible to  ask  Parliament  to  pass  a  Bill  for 
allowing  that  particular  bank  to  place  itself 
in  a  new  position  without  offering  a  similar 
opportunity  to  such  other  issuing  banks  as 
might  be  inclined  to  avail  themselves  of  it 
That  is  a  sbcnrt  history  of  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  me  to  lay  the  Beaola- 
tions  upon  the  table.  Now.  what  are  the 
leading  points  of  difference  between  the 
present  position  of  issuing  banks  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  and  the  new  position  that 
would  be  created  by  this  Bill  for  such  aa 
may  choose  to  act  under  its  provisions  ? 
By  the  present  law  a  bank  in  possession  of 
the  power  of  issue  is  prohibited  from  the 
transaction  of  banking  business  in  London 
— that  is  to  say,  the  transaction  of  bud- 
nesa  through  a  regular  establishment.  ■  It 
is  also  prohibited  from  the  issue  of  notes 
in  London ;  and  if  it  be  a  joint-stock  bank, 
it  is  prohibited  from  the  issue  of  notes 
anywhere  within  a  radius  of  sixty-five 
miles  fnm  London.  It  is  also  prohibited, 
if  a  private  bank,  from  extradbg  the 
number  of  its  paitnm  beyond  nx,  and 
oonsequentiy  from  resolving  itsdf  into  or 
amalpunating  with  any  j<nnt-8toek  bulk. 
The  present  issuing  banks  are  also  liable 
to  the  intervention  of  Parliament,  at  any 
moment  when  Parliament  may  think  fit 
fbr  the  termination  of  their  power  of  issue. 
They  have  been  so  liable  since  1644,  nta 
have  they  any  title  to  anything  in  the 
nature  of  oomp^isation  should  Parliament 
interpoee  to  stop  their  power  of  issue. 
They  are  also  under  a  tvrOier  restriction, 
which  is  that  they  are  not  permitted  to 
transfer  the  right  of  issue  which  they  hold 
from  one  issuing  bank  to  another.  That 
valuable  privilege  of  issue  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent is  a  privilc^  which  th^  can  tuqc^ 
thonadve^  but  cannot  eany  it  over 
I  to  anyfaodv  else.  Theae  are  the  burdens 
I  fhnn  whiuL  the  Bill  I  am  now  introdnobg 
,  would  release  any  bank  ooming  under  its 
Iproviaions.  For  example,  the  National  and 
Frovinual  Bank— which,  I  believe,  I  may 
I  with  propriety  speak  of  as  willing  and 
I  desirous  to  oome  xmder  the  provisions  of 
,  the  Bill^would  have  pow«  to  <q>en  a 
I  banking  establishmeat  in  London,  and  to 
I  P*7  any  of  ita  notos  in  London,  but  not  to 
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iBSDO  them  there,  or  within  three  miles  of 
London.  It  would  have  power  to  issue 
in  any  other  part  of  England  or  'Wales. 
Being  a  joittt>Btook  company,  it  would  be 
released  from  any  restraint  as  to  the  number 
of  partners,  and  any  private  bank  parsaing 
the  same  course  would  be  released  from 
the  same  restraint  Farther,  the  proposal 
of  the  Bill  is  that  the  banks  coming  under 
its  proTuions  should  take  what  I  may 
term  a  lease  of  issue  for  a  given  numbw 
of  years,  with  a  pronaon  that  in  case 
Parliament  should  see  fit,  upon  any  grounds 
of  public  policy,  to  withdraw  that  right 
of  issue,  within  the  term  of  years  so  fixed, 
it  should  ouly  be  withdrawn  upon  pay- 
ment of  a  oompensation  for  the  loss  which 
would  be  sustained  by  the  withdrawal. 
The  banks  thus  eoming  under  the  Act 
wonld  likewise  obtain  power  to  purchase 
the  rigjit  of  issue  possened  by  other  bank- 
ers ;  and  when  I  said  just  now  that  this 
Bill  would  not  affwt  the  legal  status  of  any 
persons,  except  those  who  place  themselves 
under  it,  I  ought,  perhaps,  to  make  a 
slight  correction  in  that  statement,  for  it 
wonld  BO  far  alter  their  status  that  every 
one  of  the  existing  issue  banks  would  be 
empowered  to  sell  its  privilege  of  issue  to 
any  banks  coming  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill.  Finally,  in  consideration  of  this 
lease,  the  banks  coming  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill,  in  lieu  of  the  compara- 
tively small  sum  they  now  pay  as  a  com- 
pensation for  the  stamps  upon  their  notes 
payable  on  demand  and  for  thur  licence 
duty,  would  be  required  to  pay  to  the 
State  the  sum  of  £2  5«.  per  oent  upon  the 
amount  of  their  issues,  to  be  ascertained 
from  time  to  time  in  the  manner  directed  by 
the  Bill.  These  are  tbe  principal  provisions 
of  the  measure  which  I  propose  to  intro- 
duce. There  is  another  provision  as  to 
the  mode  of  dealing  with  this  right  of 
issue  in  the  event  of  the  bankruptcy  of 
any  bank  coming  under  the  Bill ;  but 
perhaps  that  is  a  point  of  detail  to  which 
I  need  not  now  refer  particularly.  I  only 
mention  it  as  a  reason  for  the  Resolution 
which  I  shall  have  to  propose,  making  a 
charge  upon  the  Consolidated  Fund.  In 
the  event  of  the  bankruptcy  of  any  bank 
which  has  plaoed  itself  under  the  operation 
of  the  Bill,  it  is  provided  that  a  certain 
regulated  amount  of  compensation  should 
be  payable  to  that  bank  in  respect  ot  its 
right  of  iasne,  tatiier  than  that  it  dionld 
be  dealt  with  tm  an  asset,  which  vonld  be 
nttoided  with  great  inctmvenienoe ;  and 
as  moh  oompensation  would,  of  course,  be 


paid  at  the  expense  of  tiie  State,  a  pro* 
viuon  is  neoeasaiT  making  it  durgeable 
upon  the  Consolidated  Fmid.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  have  mj  further  explanation 
to  give,  and  T  will  only  now  plwe  before 
the  Committee  the  first  of  the  two  Beao- 
lutions  of  which  I  have  given  notic^^ 

"That  it  is  ezpediest  to  makfl  proTinon  for 
empoweriog  CouDtrjr  Banks  of  lastie  to  obUdn 
relief  from  oertain  restrioUons,  upoo  payment 
from  time  to  time  of  a  certain  ohwse  in  respeek 
thereof." 

Ur.  cave  asked  for  ftarther  informa- 
tion as  to  the  proposed  compensation  for 
issues  in  the  event  of  the  bankruptcy  of  any 
bank  which  had  availed  itself  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  henry  WILLOUGHBT  thought 
that  sufficient  time  should  be  given  to 
every  bank  of  issue  to  dearly  understand 
the  propositions  contained  in  the  Bill. 
He  wished  to  know  what  steps  would  be 
taken  to  acquaint  the  banks  with  these 
prop<»als? 

This  CHANCELLOR  op  thr  EXCHE- 
QUER :  In  answer  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Shoreham  (Mr.  Cave),  I  may  say  that 
under  this  Bill  a  lease  will  be  granted  to 
the  bank  taking  advantage  of  it — a  dis- 
tinct lease  for  a  term  of  years.  A  distinct 
right,  something  in  the  nature  of  property 
of  a  definite  character,  would  thus  arise. 
If  that  be  so,  and  such  a  bank  became 
bankrupt,  primd  faeU  that  right  of  issne, 
daring  the  remainder  of  the  term,  ought 
to  become  an  asset  available  for  the 
benefit  of  creditors.  But  there  wonld 
be  considerable  public  inconvenience  in 
making  it  an  asset  purchasable  by  any- 
body, for  thereby  new  issuers  would  be 
introduced  into  the  field,  and  Parliament 
would  have  no  cmporfcaiiity  of  judging 
of  the  character  of  those  j^vties.  I  do 
not  think  that  Parliament  would  desire 
that  the  privily  of  issue  should  be  made 
an  instrument  for  the  starting  of  new 
bodies  in  that  description  of  business. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  we  were  to  say 
"  this  is  an  asset,  but  it  shall  be  only 
purchasable  by  those  who  are  lawful 
issuers  already,"  the  practical  effect  would 
be  to  deprive  that  asset  of  all  advantage. 
That  being  so,  tiie  most  convenient  course 
seemed  to  be  to  provide  by  law  that  the 
right  of  issue  should  not  be  treated  as  an 
ordinary  asset,  but  that  the  assignees  in 
bankruptcy  should  receive  in  respect  of  it  a 
regular  amount  of  compensation,  payable 
on  the  same  prinuple  as  the  comprasation 
now  given  to  the  banki  snrFepdeiiog  the 
privilege  <rf  iisne.  orgitizedby^OOglC 
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Ur.  gave  ;  But  sorelr— and  become 
Talueless^  The  right  of  iBsae  Toold 
lapse  apcm  banknnitOT  ?   

Thb  GHAirCELLOB  or  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER :  No  doubt  it  would  lapse.  The 
mKtter  is  one  whiofa  may.  perhapsi  be 
more  oonTeniently  conadn«a  hereafter, 
and  it  is  entirely  collateral  to  the  main 
objects  of  the  BUI ;  but  if  we  constitute 
this  leasehold  interest,  I  think  we  onght, 
in  fairness,  to  proTide  that  it  shall  not 
become  wholly  valueless  to  the  lessee 
simply  on  the  ground  of  bankruptcy.  In 
answer  to  the  hoo.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Eresham  (Sir  Henry  Willougbby),  copies 
of  the  BiU  will  be  ready  for  distribution 
upon  the  Beport  of  the  Besolntions ;  the 
Moond  reading  will  be  taken  on  an  early 
day ;  and  I  should  only  propose  to  go  into 
Committee  after  two  or  three  weeks,  so 
that  time  will  be  afforded  for  the  con- 
ddmtion  of  these  proposals.  As  I  hare 
Mid,  it  is  entirely  a  voluntary  BiU ;  but, 
of  course,  it  is  desirable  that  the  provimons 
of  the  measuie  should  be  elearij  undeiv 
stood,  and  .that  all  those  who  are  invited 
to  come  under  it  should  have  the  opportu- 
nity of  considering  whether  it  is  well 
adapted  to  effect  the  oljeet  in  view. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

1.  Jiaolved, — ThfttitiasxpedieDttonuItepro- 
Ti^oii  ftor  emwmring  Ooaatrjr  Bsokt  of  Isaa*  to 
obtain  relief  mm  owtaln  reitriotioiii,  upon  pay- 
ment  from  tbue  to  time  ot  a  eertaia  oharge  in 
respeot  tliereof, 

3.  Beeetvedf'—'tbmt  unj  oompensation  payable 
hr  tbe  Bank  of  England  to  any  mioli  priTileged 
Bmak  for  tbe  determination  of  its  right  to  iisao 
Notea  shall  be  repaid  oat  of  tbe  Gonaolidated 
Fnad  of  tbe  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. 

Besolutums  to  be  lepoied  on  J&w^ 
next. 


LORDS  C0HHIS8I0NERS*  SPEECH. 
HER  MAJESTY'S  ANSWER  TO  THE 
ADDRESS. 

The  COMPTEOLLEE  op  m  HOUSE- 
HOLD  (Lord  Pxobt^  rvparttd  Her  Mi^es- 
ty*!  Answer  to  the  Address,  as  ibUows:— 

"I have  ree0wed  with  much  eafis/acticn 
jfnur  loffol  and  duiiJtU  Addrm. 

"  I  thank  ffou  for  the  aenuranee  thai  your 
tameet  attmtum  will  be  given  to  the  mea- 
maree  •/ jwWw  %u*fidim$  wkiek  will  he  «wi* 
mittodforgotirMinderaHutf  (mdjfmmajf 
2%*  ChaneeUor  of  the  JSacheq^ior 


refy  on  My  tincero  co-^tperatvm  with  you  in 
promoting  tho  happineu  and  pro^mU$  of 

aU  my  Subf'eete." 

BANK  OF    IRELAND  (CONSOLIDATED 
FUND).— RESOLDl'ION. 

Bank  of  Ireland  (Conscdidated  Fund) 
eontidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Thb  chancellor  or  the  BXCHE- 
QU£R :  Sir,  the  effect  of  the  Besolution 
whioh  I  hare  now  to  propose  is  that  re- 
muneration of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  for 
management  of  the  Fublio  Debt  in  Ireland 
should  be  paid  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  after  the  6th  of  April,  1866.  Upon 
this  Resolution,  also,  there  wiUbe  founded 
a  Bill,  and  that  Bill  has  two  objeets.  The 
first  is  to  introduce  into  the  arraogements 
between  the  Goremment  and  the  Bank  of 
Ireland  thoso  n^rnlar  and  approved  prin- 
ciples which  hare  been  applied  in  tlie  ar- 
rangemento  between  the  Government  and 
the  Bank  of  Enghind— that  is  to  say,  in- 
stead of  taking  service  firom  the  Bank  and 
placing  a  privily  against  it  as  a  set  off, 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  will  in  future  receive 
payment  in  money  from  the  State  fbr  what- 
ever services  it  performs.  But  it  is  not 
for  a  mere  rectification  of  aooounte  alone 
that  the  Bill  is  introduced.  That  is  all, 
indeed,  which  is  involved  by  the  Resolu- 
tion. But  tbe  nature  of  the  Bill  is  best 
explained  by  the  correspondence  which  has 
been  laid  upon  the  toble,  and  was  cirou- 
culated  yesterday  morning.  It  will  be 
noticed  tiiat  the  Bank  of  Ireland  has  ap- 
plied to  the  Government  uiging  that  the^ 
are  insufficiently  remunerated  for  their 
services,  and  that  changes  have  taken  place 
in  the  state  of  pobUo  aooounts,  kept  by  the 
Bank,  which  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  en- 
title ttiem  to  adc  fbr  a  modification  of  thur 
existing  arrangements.  Upon  examination, 
1  find  that  tbe  allegations  of  the  Bank  of 
Ireland  are  well  founded,  and  that  the 
demand  for  an  additional  charge  on  the 
public  is  just  and  reasonable.  I  will  not 
troablo  the  House  with  details,  unless 
difiSoultiee  should  arise  on  any  stage  of  the 
Bill,  because  if  any  Gentleman  spends  ten 
minutes  in  reading  the  oorreipondenco 
whioh  has  taken  place,  he  will  become 
entire  master  of  the  subject;  but  the  prac- 
tical effect  of  the  Bill  will  be  this— that 
while,  on  the  one  hand,  the  interest  on  the 
loan  from  the  Bank  of  Ireland  totbe  State 
wiU  be  rednoed  toi^jti«B(iilg)iOgb@ul 


157      CovriiofMiet         (FmnuHT  10,  1665)        SuUiiiigSm.     '  158 


on  the  loan  from  the  Bank  of  England,  we 
shall,  on  the  other  hand,  pay  a  regulated 
■um  to  the  Bank  of  Ireland  for  we  ma- 
nagement of  that  portion  of  the  National 
Debt  which  has  its  seat  in  Ireland,  and 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  will  receive  between 
£•1,000  and  £5,000  from  the  State  more 
than  it  does  now.  The  public  will,  of 
course,  be  burdened  to  that  extent;  but 
those  who  hare  given  attention  to  the  cor- 
respondence will  see  that  the  claim  made 
by  the  Bank  of  Ireland  ia  a  fair  and  jost 
olium,  and  I  am  bound  to  lay,  withoat 
diBpangemmt  to  the  Bank  of  England, 
which,  well  knows  how  to  conduct  all  its 
btuinesa  io  a  first-nte  msnneri  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  Ooremment  haves  in 
apect  to  any  body  of  any  description  with 
which  they  have  relations,  greater  reason 
for  satisfaction,  and  for  acknowledging  the 
fairness  and  fidelity  with  which  all  the 
requisite  duties  are  performed,  than  they 
have  in  the  case  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland. 
The  right  hon.  Oentleman  concluded  by 
moving  the  following  Resolution: — 

"  That  it  ii  the  opinion  of  thii  Committee  that 
the  remnneratioii  to  the  Bank  of  Ireland  for  ma* 
DKgement  of  the  Fablia  Debt  in  Ireland  should 
be  paid  oat  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the 
United  lUogdom  (rf  Great  Britahi  and  Ireland 
fiom  and  after  the  Mh  day  of  April.  1860." 

After  a  few  words  from  Sir  Hknbt 

'WlLLOVOHBT, 

Motion  agned  to. 

RetoUitd, — That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee that  the  remoneration  to  the  Bank  of  Ire- 
land for  management  of  tlie  Public  Debt  in  Ire> 
land  shall  be  paid  out  of  tbe  Consolidated  Fund 
of  tbe  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land  from  aad  after  tbe  rizth  di^  of  April,  1860. 

Besolatioa  to  be  x«ported  cm  Mmi^f 


COURTS  OF  JUSTICE  BUILDING  BILL. 

BELL  OBDEBED.     ?IBST  BEAItllTQ. 

The  attorney  GENERAL,  in  mov- 
ing for  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  on  this 
sntgeo^  said,  that  he  hoped  the  time  had 
now  arrived  when  Paruament  would  be 
prepared  to  remove  those  material  obeta* 
eles  which  had  so  long  obstmoted  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law  in  this  metropolis, 
and  to  provide  the  Coorts  of  Jnstioe  with 
a  local  habitation  worthy  of  the  dignity  of 
the  country,  and  of  the  important  duties 
they  had  to  perform.  It  was  a  common 
tiling  in  this  country  for  questions  of 
great  national  importanoe  to  take  «  oon- 


siderable  time  before  they  were  thoroughly 
understood,  and  the  present  subject  was 
no  exception  to  that  rule.  It  had  been 
before  the  House  and  the  country,  from 
time  to  time,  for  a  period  of  very  nearly 
thirty  years,  and  it  was  not  a  little  rd- 
marfcable  that  the  first  person  who  brought 
it  prominenUy  forward  in  that  House, 
both  on  the  ground  of  public  convenience 
and  public  economy,  was  not  a  lawjer,  but 
was  that  veteran  ^reformer  uid  economist, 
the  late  Mr.  Joseph  Hume.  Soon  after  the 
destruction  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament 
in  the  year  1886,  Ur.  Hume  took  notice 
of  the  absolute  inadequacy  in  all  respects 
of  the  Courts  of  Law  at  Westminster, 
observing  that  it  was  impossible  to  pro- 
vide  suitably  for  the  requirements  of  the 
public  service  for  those  Courts  on  their 
existing  site — that  the  convenience  of  the 
public  required  that  all  the  Law  CourU 
should  as  &r  as  possible  be  brought  toge- 
ther on  a  single  site — and  that  the  site 
should  be  a  central  one,  and  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  those  by  whom  the  business 
of  the  law  was  practically  carried  on. 
The  case  which  he  should  have  to  state 
to  the  House  in  greater  detail  was  thus 
anticipated  by  Mr.  Hume  in  a  few  short 
sentences.  I'rom  tiiat  time  till  the  present 
constant  and  unremitting  attration  had 
been  given  to  the  sulgect  those  members 
of  the  l^al  profesuon  who  were  best  able 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  inconvenience  of 
the  state  of  things ;  most  searehing  and 
prolonged  investi^tions  had  taken  place ; 
and  that  House  had  on  three  several  occa- 
sions appointed  Committeea  to  inquire  on 
the  subject— namely,  in  1841,  1845,  and 
1862.  Those  Committees,  and  especially 
tho  first  of  them,  brought  together  a 
valuable  mass  of  evidence  of  great  weight 
and  authority.  A  Boyal  Commiasion  waa 
a|)pointed  in  1860,  composed  of  persons  of 
high  eminence,  among*  whom  were  Sir 
John  Coleridge,  Sir  George  Lewis,  Yice 
Chancellor  Wood,  and  the  present  Queen's 
Advocate.  They  made  a  complete  exami- 
nation of  the  whole  subject,  and  presented 
a  Report  of  the  most  coovineing  and  satis- 
factory character,  recommending  that  mea* 
sure,  which  he  ht^ed  was  now  to  be 
proposed  for  tiie  last  time,  and  witii  soc- 
oess,  for  tlie  adoption  of  the  House.  Let 
him  advert  shortly  to  tiie  nature  of  tha 
evils  which,  by  the  oontempluted  concen- 
tration of  the  Courts  of  Law,  it  waa 
intended  to  remove.  In  the  first  place 
the  actual  aoconunodation  afibrded  by  tbe 
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dent  and  inconTeaient.  The  Jadges  were 
not  provided  for  with  due  regard  to  their 
digpity  and  the  conTenient  discharge  of 
their  duties.  The  number  of  Courts  was 
not  sufficient  for  the  business  to  be  done ; 
the  Courts  themselTes  were  not  of  suffldent 
capacity ;  the  passages  w»e  not  sufficient ; 
and  the  accommodation  for  the  Bar,  solici- 
toT8|  witnesses,  and  jurors,  (not  to  speak 
of  Uie  public),  was  altogether  inadequate. 
This  state  of  things  had  been  the  cause 
of  constant  complaints  for  thir^  years, 
and  during  that  time  the  evil  had  been 
increasitig,  in  consequence  of  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  business  of  the  Courts, 
arising  partly  out  of  improvements  in  the 
administration  of  the  law,  and  partly  from 
other  causes.  The  Sirorce  Court  and  Ad- 
miralty Court  had  reoentty  been  added  to 
the  other  Courts  at  Westminster,  and  he  was 
told  that  the  Divorce  Court  was  attended  by 
a  very  la^  number  of  persons,  and  so  ut- 
terly was  it  without  proper  accommodation 
fat  the  witnesses,  that  even  delicate  ladies 
were  compelled  to  pace  the  stone  pave- 
ment in  Westminster  Hall,  waiting  till 
they  were  summoned  to  give  evidence. 
That  was  &r  ftma  an  exaggerated  descrip- 
tion of  the  state  of  things  at  Westminster. 
Now  let  him  advert  to  the  Courts  of  Equity 
in  Lincoln's  Inn.  In  that  place  there 
were  two  Courts  of  Appeal,  three  Vice 
Chancellors'  Courts,  and  in  Chancery  Lane 
there  was  the  Court  of  the  Master  of  the 
ItoUa.  Not  the  best  of  these  approached 
to  the  condition  proper  for  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, especially  since  trial  by  jury  had  been 
introduced  into  Chancery.  In  truth,  there 
was  no  adequate  accommodation  for  the 
persons  attending  upon  business,  and  this 
was  particularly  the  case  in  respect  to 
counsel,  jnrora,  and  witnesses.  The  addi- 
tional Vice  Chancellors  had  ever  since  their 
appointment  been  lodged  only  in  hovels, 
for  he  could  rail  the  structures  nothing 
else.  He  was  told  that  the  Conrts  at 
Guildhall  wwe  not  much  better,  if  they 
were  not  wora^  and  he  believed  tiiat  some 
of  his  learned  firiends,  better  acqnainted 
witii  diat  part  of  the  snbject  than  himself, 
would  be  ready  if  necessary  to  inform  the 
House  with  respect  to  it.  So  much  for 
the  want  of  accommodation  in  the  Conrts ; 
but  that  was  the  least  part  of  the  evil,  and 
now  let  him  take  another  branch  of  the 
subject.  The  dispersion  of  the  Courts,  and 
their  separation  from  the  offices,  led  to  the 
loss  of  time— and  time,  as  they  all  knew, 
waa  money.  The  delays,  and  the  vexa- 
tioDB  vhiw  anae  out  «f  thdM  delayB, 
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were  greater  evils  even  than  those  proceed- 
ing £ram  insufficient  accommodation.  The 
practitioners  in  that  branch  of  the  law  with 
which  he  was  most  conversant — namely, 
the  equitable  branch — found  the  inconve- 
nience so  intolerable  that  in  1849  they  pre- 
vailed on  the  Equity  Judges  to  withdraw 
from  WestmiBBter  Hdl,  and  those  Judges 
now  sat  both  in  and  out  of  term  at  Linoom'a 
Inn.  But  their  brethren  of  the  common 
law  continued  to  the  present  day  to  labour 
under  the  whole  of  that  system  of  incon- 
venience from  which  the  equity  bar  had 
now  for  some  years  been  relieved.  There 
was  a  large  and  important  body  of  the 
profession  who  had  much  business  to  do 
in  chambers  and  also  in  court,  and  they 
were  put  to  great  inconvenience  by  having 
to  wait  about  Westminster  Hall  until  the 
oases  in  which  they  were  engaged  should 
come  on.  In  the  evidence  which  he  gave 
before  the  Committee  of  1841,  Mr.  Baron 
Martin,  then  at  the  bar,  drew  a  most 
patbetUi  picture  of  the  state  of  things 
in  that  re^wot,  showing  how  he  had 
often  to  remain  at  Westminster  Hall 
doing  nothing  when  he  had  a  mass  of 
buunera  requiring  his  attention  at  cham- 
bers, and  he  expressed  bis  opinion  that 
Westminster  Hall  was  the  idlest  place  in 
the  world.  In  1 860  Sir  Qeorge  Honyman 
mentioned  that  he  had  at  an  early  period 
of  his  professional  career  attended  ten  or 
eleven  days  with  a  two-guinea  brief  in 
Westminster  Hall,  while  the  business  of 
many  clients  at  the  Temple  was  necessarily 
neglected  in  consequence.  Of  course  the 
House  would  see  that  the  clients — that  is 
the  public — as  well  as  the  barrister,  suf- 
fered from  the  great  delay  and  waste  of 
time  arising  from  the  dispersion  of  the 
conrts  and  their  separation  from  the  cham- 
bers of  the  Bar.  But  the  solicitors,  a 
still  more  nnmerons  and  not  less  import- 
ant body,  were  in  a  much  worse  case 
than  the  Bar.  The  Bar  bad  business  at 
Lincoln's  Inn,  and  the  Temple,  and  also 
where  the  conrts  were  sitting;  but  the 
BoUoitors,  to  whom  and  to  their  clients  it 
was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  their 
business  should  be  transacted  with  dis- 
patch, bad  business  almost  everywhere,  in 
the  conrts  and  in  the  offices  of  the  courts, 
at  Westminster  H^l,  at  Guildhall,  at  Lin- 
coln's Inn,  at  Chancery  Lane,  attheXemple, 
at  Seijeant's  Inn,  and  at  several  different  of- 
fices, in  all  of  these  places  each  ingeniously 
cut  off  from  the  rest  and  put  into  comers. 
How  immense,  then,  the  iosg  of  time  and 
money  which  mii>|j^ii||]$^<(a,|^®gji^ty 
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of  going  about  to  all  these  different  places. 
He  would  quote  a  few  words  from  the  Re- 
port of  the  Commission  of  1860,  in  which 
thejr  summed  up  in  a  most  forcible  way 
the  effect  on  the  public  interest  of  that 
evil.  After  obsemng  that  everybody  suf- 
fered, the  Judges,  the  barristers,  the  jurors, 
the  witnesses,  and  othras*  the  Commis- 
sioners said — 

"  Bat  of  then  parties  none  is  nlUmatelf  bo 
largely  Interested  u  the  pnbUo  itself  ...  Of 
all  the  dementi  of  espeaee  la  litigation  there  ii 
noD*  more  important  tlutu  time;  of  all  the  eoaroei 
of  vezaUon  attendant  on  it  there  Is  none  more 
bitter  than  anneeeasarj  delay.  If  court  be  sepa- 
rated from  conrtt  and  oonrts  be  at  a  distance 
from  their  offices ;  if  these  last  be  separated  from 
each  other ;  if  both  are  at  a  distance  from  the 
obambers  of  barristers  and  the  offloei  of  attorneys 
and  solieitors,  it  is  obviont  that  time  must  be  lost 
in  the  transaction  of  bnainess,  at  every  stage  of  it, 
by  amy  one  oonoemed  in  it," 

It  was,  however,  unnecessary  to  dwell 
further  on  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
evil  he  desired  to  remove,  and  he  would 
at  once  turn  to  ttie  mode  in  whioh  the 
Government  proposed  to  deal  with  it.  The 
remedy  was,  of  course,  obvious,  because 
the  mere  description  of  the  evil  itself  was 
enough  to  suggest  that  remedy.  ThQ  courts 
must  be  all  Invnght  together,  wiUi  all  their 
various  offices,  and  be  placed  in  immediate 
proximity  to  the  ehamhersof  the  barristers, 
uid  to  the  chambers  of  the  greatest  pos- 
sible number  of  the  solicitors  They  must 
be  brought,  in  fact,  to  that  place,  where 
the  whole  circulation  of  the  profession 
had  its  centee,  and  that,  undoubtedly,  was 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the 
Inns  of  Courts.  In  favour  of  that  view 
they  had  the  testimony  of  Lord  Cotten- 
ham,  Lord  Langdale,  Sir  L.  Shadwell,  Sir 
J.  Wigram,  Master  Farrer,  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Erie,  and  Mr.  Baron  Martin,  and 
other  scarcely  less  disUnguished  persons ; 
as  also  that  of  Mr.  Freshfield,  and  all  the 
most  eminent  solicitors.  Indeed,  every 
solicitor  in  London  and  Uie  country  had 
been  urging  this  change  upon  them  for 
many  years,  for  it  was  a  remarkable  fact 
that  the  whole  body  of  solicitors  were 
unanimous  on  that  subject.  They  and 
their  clients  knew  best  where  the  shoe 
pinched ;  and  if  they  all  agreed  in  teUing 
the  same  story  it  was  clear  they  could 
not  be  mistaken  on  such  a  matter.  So 
much  for  the  necessity  of  concentration. 
The  next  question  was,  on  what  site 
ought  the  concentration  of  the  courts 
and  their  offices  to  be  effected?  There 
had,  in  truth,  been  only  three  utes  pro- 
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posed  for  consideration.  He  would  say 
nothing  about  Ibat  of  the  Rolls  estate  once 
mentioned,  because  that  had  been  proved 
to  be  altogether  inadequate.  One  was  the 
old  site  of  Westminster  Hall,  but  a  few 
words  would  suffice  to  dispose  of  that. 
Even  if  they  could  there  obtain  space  for 
the  requiute  accommodation  for  offices  for 
the  courts,  and  for  the  necessary  improve- 
mento  of  the  courts,  they  would  only 
be  continuing  and  perpetuating  the  evil  of 
the  present  dispersion,  beoaose  they  could 
not  take  the  Temple  and  Lincoln's  Inn  to 
Westminster  Hall,  but  they  might  have 
ttie  courtB  near  to  those  two  places.  Some 
persons  objected  to  remove  the  courts  from 
Westminster,  because  the  associations  of 
the  past,  both  historical  and  legal,  would 
be  lost.  The  present  courts,  however,  were 
not  remarkable  for  very  venerable  charao- 
teristics,  and  putting  those  associations 
at  their  highest  value  they  could  not  be 
permitted  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  public 
interest  and  convenience.  It  is  said  that 
a  Turkish  commander  once  gave  fifteen 
reasons  why  he  did  not  give  a  salute,  the 
last  of  which— namely,  that  he  had  no 
powder — would  have  of  itself  been  more 
than  enough.  So  in  this  case,  the  want 
of  space  uone  completely  disp<»ed  of 
the  claims  of  Westminster  H^.  Sir 
Charles  Sarry  told  the  Committee  that 
it  was  an  utter  impossibility  by  any 
conceivable  means  to  obtain  space  for 
the  expansion  that  was  required,  so  it 
was  idle  to  enumerate  the  other  objec- 
tions to  that  plan.  Then  they  came  to 
the  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields  site.  That  was 
first  agitated  in  1841,  and  it  hud  been 
proposed  to  put  the  buildings  in  the  centre 
of  the  open  space  there.  But  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  weight  in  the  objection 
taken  by  Lord  Campbell  and  other  high 
authoritleB  to  that  site — namely,  that,  even 
if  it  were  adequate  for  ttie  purpose,  they 
would  be  blocking  up  one  of  the  lungs 
of  London,  and  depriving  the  metropolis, 
in  a  district  that  could  ill  bear  such  a  loss, 
of  a  great  open  space  for  the  free  circu- 
lation and  purification  of  the  ur.  More- 
over, the  offer  made  was  of  a  complicated 
and  uneatisfactory  kind.  The  proprietors 
were  willing  to  give  up  three  and  a  half 
acres  and  no  more  in  the  centre  of  the 
square,  a  space  much  smaller  than  was 
necessary  for  the  object  in  view  ;  and,  be- 
sides, they  stipulated  for  a  great  number 
of  improvements  in  the  streets  in  the 
neighlraurhood  of  the  square,  the  coat 
of  wMch  might  havg^g^^^tftS^^ 


£600,000,  or  not  mooh  less  tiian  that  of 
the  site  which  it  w&s  now  proposed  to 
pnrchsse.  Yet  when  that  had  been 
done  the  pabUo  would  not  hare  had  aU 
tiiat  they  wanted.  It  was  said,  indeed,  that 
fliey  might  afterwards  buy  up  the  neigh- 
bonring  houses  if  the  new  building^ 
were  fonnd  insnffident  and  required  en- 
largement; but  then  they  did  not  know 
what  they  would  hare  to  pay  for  them, 
and  no  doubt  such  property,  already  snffl- 
oiently  Talaable,  would  beoome  dearer  on 
account  of  the  new  courts  whioh  would 
have  been  erected  near  them.  But, 
further,  to  the  common-law  lawprers  Ut- 
ing  in  the  Temple  it  was  obTions  that 
Lmcoln's  Inn  Fi^ds  would  be  for  less  con- 
venient of  access  than  the  site  which  he 
was  about  to  mention,  and  which  the 
Government,  under  the  advice  of  the  Com- 
misnonCTS,  proposed  to  purchase.  He  refer* 
red  to  what  iras  known  as  the  Strand  site, 
a  largo  space  of  seven  and  a  half  acres — 
for  they  were  determined  not  to  be  cramped 
in  this  matter — oomed  witii  houses  of 
the  lowest  description,  and  iritiuite  between 
Bell  Yard,  immediately  to  the  west  of 
Ohanoery  Iauc,  and  donait's  Lane,  whioh 
ran  down  from  Carey  Street  to  the  Strand 
near  the  comer  of  Holywell  Street  They 
propmed  to  clear  the  whole  of  that  niace, 
from  the  Strand  on  the  south  to  Carey 
Street  on  the  north,  and  upon  that  area  to 
bring  together  all  the  courts  and  all  their 
offices,  with  every  species  of  accommoda- 
tion that  could  be  necessary  for  all  the 
purposes  of  the  administration  of  justice, 
wiui  reference  to  the  important  question 
of  the  cost  to  be  incurred,  the  House  had 
shown  itself — he  would  not  say  unreason- 
ably—jealous on  a  former  occasion  as  to 
the  cost  of  that  work,  and  it  had  desired 
that  the  Government  should  take  every 
oare  to  satisfy  themselves  that  the  estimate 
prepared  wbm  one  on  which  reliance  might 
be  placed.  He  tltoug^i  he  might  tell  the 
House  that  it  could  rely  on  the  estimates 
he  was  about  to  mention.  Sir  Charles 
Bany,  and  Mr.  Cadogan,  a  survejror  on  the 
spot,  had  valued  the  property  house  by 
house  in  1845;  and  in  1860  they^ent 
into  the  matter  again,  and  repeated  their 
belief  that  a  valuation  might  be  trusted 
whioh  placed  the  total  cost  of  the  site,  to  be 
taken  under  the  usual  compulsory  powers, 
including  oompeuBation,  at  £675,000  and 
some  odd  nmnds.  In  1861  it  was  va- 
lued by  lir.  Abrahomj  who  gave  evi- 
dence upon  the  sattJeet,  at  £678,000. 
Slnoe  then  Itr.  Penuethome,  the  QoVenu 


ment  surveyor  and  architect,  had  again 
valued  the  property,  having  previously 
carefully  gone  over  it  house  by  house, 
and  his  estimate  of  the  oost  of  the  site 
was£?03,000.  The  House  might  there- 
fore  confidently  believe  that  that  estimate 
would  be  about  the  witual  oost  of  the  site. 
With  r^ard  to  tiie  enense  of  the  build- 
ings, tiie  estimate  was  £750,000,  and  they 
took  the  total  oost  of  the  site  and  build- 
ings, in  round  figures,  at  £1,600,000— a 
considerable  sum  of  money,  undoubtedly ; 
but  a  sum  which,  he  thought,  would  be  well 
and  economically  spent  if  they  obtained 
for  the  nation  so  great  an  improvement  as 
their  proposal  ocmtemplated.  Before  re- 
ferring to  the  means  by  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  supply  that  amount  of  cost,  he 
would  advert,  in  passing,  to  the  only  com- 
peting scheme  which  for  some  years  past 
had  been  before  the  country  and  uie  House. 
In  1859  the  Government  of  Lord  Derby 
tiiought  it  right  to  entertain  a  proposition 
made  by  the  Sodety  of  Lincoln's  Inn. 
The  propossl  was  to  build  two  new 
Courts  of  Equity  at  a  eoet  of  £100,000, 
fiw  whioh  th^  were  to  receive  £4,000 
a  year,  the  ootrn^,  in  ftct,  being 
their  lessees.  The  Sumee  would  readily 
believe,  that  from  his  knowledge  of 
that  Society  he  would  speak  with  all  re- 
spect of  them  and  their  proposals.  They 
had  deserved  well,  he  thought,  of  all  who 
had  any  rogard  to  the  administration  of 
justice  in  the  country,  because  for  many 
years  they  had  given,  not  very  good  ac- 
commodation, for  that  they  had  not  to 
give,  but  such  as  they  could  give  upon 
tiieir  own  ground,  when  the  country  did 
not  provide  that  accommodation ;  and  now 
they  were  actuated,  no  doubt,  in  the  pro- 
posal they  made  by  the  most  liberal  and 
proper  motives,  but  not  unnaturally,  also, 
some  r^;ard  to  their  Mprit  d»  corpt;  but 
efibot  of  their  proponl  would  be  that 
the  courts  of  equity  would  be  domesticated 
for  at  least  a  century  longer,  and  probably 
for  ever,  in  Lincoln  s  Inn.  That  scheme, 
he  ventured  to  sa^,  laboured  under  two 
very  great  vices :  in  the  first  place,  it  did 
not  sufficientiy  provide  even  for  the  courts 
of  equity  and  the  offices  connected  with 
them ;  and  in  the  second  place,  it  tended 
to  perpetuate  the  separation  between  the 
courts  of  lav  and  equity.  The  scheme 
would  therefore  only  provide  a  partial 
remedy  for  one  existing  evil,  and  wotdd 
perpetuate  the  other.  It  left  the  courts 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  titQ  Lords  Jos- 
tieei,  the  Bon%Di9ll4dt|l^^i^nlce 
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Chanoellor  exactly  as  they  were.  It  left 
all  the  offices  oonnooted  with  the  general 
administrBtioa  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
exactly  as  they  were.  AU  it  ofiered  to 
do  was,  to  build  two  courts  for  two  Vioe 
Chaaoeliors,  with  the  oonrenieuoes  neces- 
sary for  their  accommodation,  and  also 
obambm  for  them  and  the  third  Vice 
Chancellor.  It  did  not  propose  to  bring 
all  the  coorts  of  equity  and  their  offices 
together^  or  to  remedy  the  evils  of  dis- 
perrioD  which  now  existed.  As  to  the 
offices,  ihsn  was  a  great  waste  of  time  and 
money  by  their  separation,  and  if  they 
were  all  brought  together  the  work  would 
be  done  more  cheaply  and  quickly.  Ur. 
Bogers  had  giren  Taloableeridenoe  on  this 
snlpeot  befm  the  Commission  of  1860, 
showing  that  the  offioes  of  the  Begistzttra, 
the  Aooonntant  General,  and  other  offices 
were  altogether  insufficient,  and  that  it 
would  y&cy  much  facilitate  bunness  if  all 
those  offices  were  brought  under  one  roof. 
Ur.  Parkinson,  chief  clerk  in  the  Account- 
ant Qeneral's  offlee,  stated  that  the  present 
aoGommodaUon  was  altogether  inadequate 
to  the  business;  the  books  verenot  seoore 
from  fire;  and  on  that  site  it  Iras  im- 
pofriUe  to  have  additional  aooommoda- 
tioo.  The  lancoln's  Inn  scheme,  even  for 
the  eourte  of  equity  alone,  was  therefore  a 
mere  palliative,  and  would  rather  increase 
tiie  evils  which  dispernon  now  produced. 
It  was  also  a  fiital  objection  to  this 
scheme  that  it  tended  to  perpetuate  what 
was  in  itself  a  very  great  evil— the  separa- 
tion of  the  courts  of  law  and  equity.  The 
whole  tendency  of  modem  policy  had 
been  to  obliterate  all  that  was  arbi- 
trary in  the  distinction  between  law 
and  «^mtf,  to  communicate  to  the  courts 
of  eqmty  suoh  of  the  powers  of  the  courts 
of  law  as  oonld  properly  be  fransfnTed  to 
them,  and  to  ue  courts  of  law  such  of 
the  powers  of  tlw  courts  of  equity  as  they 
oonld  safely  wield.  In  pout  of  fact, 
the  disUnction  between  these  two  great 
branches  of  our  jurisprudence  was  beoom- 
ing  less  and  leas  every  year.  An  approxi- 
mation and  readjustment  of  their  respec- 
tive powers  was  continually  going  on,  and 
in  order  to  make  the  reforms  so  sought  to 
be  aeoomplisfaed  work  well,  it  was  necessary 
that,  as  fer  88  possible,  the  administration 
of  law  and  equity  should  take  place  in 
courts  placed  near  to  each  other.  The 
greatest  authorities  had  lamented  the  divi- 
sion and  ecnaration  which  now  existad. 
Lord  TiMigdalfi,  Sir  James  Wigrami  and 
OUtf  JhSm  JBria,  had^U  expr— adtU 


opinion  that  nothing  could  he  more 
valuable  to  the  proper  administration  of 
both  law  and  equity  than  to  have  in- 
creased feoility  of  communication  between 
the  Judges,  as  cases  in  which  such  con- 
sultation was  desintble  were  continually 
arising.  Mr.  Sutton  Sharpe,  a  man  of 
great  eminence  as  an  equity  practitioner, 
said — 

**l  think  it  would  tend  gratlf  to tlie propn 
•dminiitration  of  justiee  tliat  kU  the  oourls,  both 
of  Iiw  and  eqaitj,  ahould  be  together  in  one 
place.  I  thiDR  the  separation  tut  hai  taken  ■ 
place,  partienlarljr  of  late  yean,  between  the 
oonrU  of  law  ud  eqnl^  bai  been  vny  ligarioilB 
to  tbc  administntion  of  juidoe." 

And  he  described  the  effect  of  tho  courts 
of  law  and  equity  sitting  in  different 
places  as  having  been  to  make  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Bar  who  practise  in  courts  of 
equity  almost  members  of  a  difibrent 
profession  from  those  who  praetue  in  tiia 
courts  of  law,  very  littie  oommnnication 
now  taking  place  between  the  members  of 
the  Bar  of  the  two  courts.  He  thought, 
upon  the  whole,  that  the  House  would 
adopt  the  view  of  the  Commissioners, 
who  thus  disposed  of  the  loncoln'a  Inn 
scheme — 

"  Tbe  Lincoln's  Inn  scbeme  is  founded  on  tbe 
principle  of  making  permanent  the  present  sepa- 
ration of  the  equity  ooarta  from  those  of  the 
oommon  law  and  all  tbe  braoobea  of  tbe  sdminis- 
tration  of  justice.  ,  .  .  .  It  is.  tberetdre, 
inconsistent  with  the  recommendations  wbioh  we 
think  it  our  datj  to  make  ;  and  not  only  so,  but 
it  will,  if  carried  into  effect,  certainly  postpone, 
for  an  indefinite  period,  if  not  praoticallj  ex- 
tinguish, all  hope  of  the  general  oonoenttatioD, 
to  which  «e  attach  so  much  importance." 

He  hoped  the  House  would  not  give 
encouragement  to  a  scheme  of  that  cha- 
racter. He  now  came  to  the  questiim  <d 
the  ways  and  means  by  which  the  money 
required  for  tiie  work  was  to  be  provided. 
First  of  all  he  wouhl  apply  himself  to  the 
finance  of  the  matter,  and  then  deal  with 
some  questions  of  prinmple  which  some 
persons  thought  were  invdved  in  the 
fiuancial  arrangements.  They  required  to 
provide  a  sum  of  £l,dOO,000,  though  it 
was  not  expected  that  tXV  tiiat  sum  would 
be  spent,  but  they  took  that  amount  in 
order  to  afford  some  margin.  Of  that 
sum,  £900,000  was  to  be  provided  by 
£1,000,000  of  stock  taken  from  a  cer- 
tain fund  in  Chancery,  called  by  the 
Commissioners  in  their  Beport  the  "B 
Fund."  Then  the  Qovemment,  in  re- 
spect of  sites  liberated  and  rraits  paid 
fbr  other  offices  which  would  be  saved. 
pn^KMied  to  pay  *iW<MPtdl3i<W»§4e 
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Taloe  of  tiie  saving  to  the  public.  These 
.  sums  vonld  •mount  to  £1,100,000,  and 
there  would  Temain  £400,000,  vhioh  was 
proposed  to  be  adranced  by  tiie  Treasarj 
at  31  per  cent,  the  repayment  being 
spread  OTor  fifty  years,  and  being  pro- 
vided for,  upon  the  principle  of  a  re* 
demption  annuity,  by  means  of  small 
fees  to  be  levied  on  proceedings  in  all  the 
courts  —  other  than  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery— which  would  benefit  by  the  change. 
The  question  of  principle  to  which  he  had 
referred  had  re^tion  to  the  use  of  the 
funds  in  Chanoeiy,  but  he  did  not  think 
the  House  would  have  much  difficulty  in 
dealing  with  the  principle  involved.  It 
was  not  proposed  to  appropriate  the  whole 
of  the  fimds  in  question,  because  there 
were  chafes  now  imposed  on  them  which 
it  was  n^  intended  to  transfer  to  the 
public  pun^  and  which  ohaxga  would 
haretoMjMidoatttf  tiwrendne.  There 
were  two  Ghanoery  funds  in  substantially 
the  same  position,  firstly  the  surplus 
interest  "  fund  B,"  which  consisted  at  the 
presenttime  of  £1,291,629  of  stock,  and 
secondly,  the  invested  surplus  fee  fund, 
which  amounted  to  £201,028,  making  a 
total  of  about  £1,500,000  stock.  From 
that  they  proposed  to  take  £1,000^000, 
and  the  first  question  was,  had  th^ 
any  right  to  take  this  money?  Ue 
thought  that  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  they  had  a  perfect  right  to  take  that 
fund  for  the  purposes  of  this  measure. 
Its  history  was  this.    The  House  knew 
that  beades  the  ordinary  litigious  badness 
of  equity  tiie  Court  of  Chancery  adminis- 
terea  a  vast  mass  of  property.   As  much 
of  this  property  as  eonnsted  not  of  land 
but  of  money  was  firom  lime  to  time  paid 
into  Court ;  and,  of  the  sums  so  paid  in, 
&r  the  greater  part  was  invested  in 
stock  on  account  of  the  suitors  at  their 
request ;  and  the  stock  so  purchased  was 
in  all  cases  carried  to  the  separate  clredit 
of  the  parties  entitled  to  it.    Tbat  fund 
was  continually  increasing  in  magnitude, 
and  in  OotobOT,  1863,  amounted  to  no 
less  than  £51,292,000  and  odd.  That 
was  suitors'  stock,  and  with  it  he  had  no- 
thing to  do  on  this  oooasion.   But  the 
same  process  which  tarong^  in  that  enor- 
mous quantity  of  money,  whioh  was  so 
invested,  brought  to  the  Court  a  consider- 
able, though  much  less,  further  amount, 
which  was  not  invested  in  stock,  but  which 
stood  as  oarii  to  the  credit  of  the  suitors' 
aooonnt.   These  snms  might  be  required 
fiom  time  to  time  by  suitors,  w  th^  did 


not  wish  to  talro  Uie  risk  of  investiiig 
them  in  sto^  and  they  were,  thez«bre, 
in  the  position  of  cash  which  the  Court 
of  Chancery  hcM  as  a  banlrar  would  hold 
the  balances  of  his  customers.  There  was 
thus  always  a  considerable  sum  of  cash  in 
the  hands  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  just  as 
a  banker  held  the  money  of  his  onstomers 
to  be  paid  at  call,  to  the  amount  deposited, 
neither  more  nor  less;  and  in  October, 
1863,  it  amounted  to  £2,799,608.  The 
Court  authorized  by  the  L^^slature,  and  as 
the  instrument  of  Uie  Stote,  being  thus  in 
the  position  of  a  banker,  found  it  desirable 
to  manage  this  mon^  on  banking  prin- 
ciples. Accordingly,  in  1739,  when  the 
attention  of  the  legislature  was  first  di- 
rected to  the  financial  bnsiDess  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  Parliament  uitiuniied  Vaa 
commoioement  of  a  eystem,  whioh  had 
mnce  gone  on  from  time  to  tim^  of  invest- 
ing  so  mndi  (tf  this  cash  fund  aa  it  was  not 
deemed  necessary  to  keep  at  call.   A  cash 
balance,  sufficient  to  meet  the  probable 
demands  of  suitors,  and  to  remunerate  the 
Bank,  was  always  kept  at  the  Sank  of 
England ;  and  the  Court,  or  rather  the  Oo- 
vemmen4  represented  by  the  Court,  in- 
vested the  rest  ^t  its  own  risk.  In  October, 
1863,  there  was  thus  invested  £2,820,702, 
representing  £2,464,744  in  cash,  and  there 
was  also  £300,000  at  the  Bank  on  call. 
The  former  sum  was  invested  at  the  risk 
of  the  Bteto,  and  the  income  firom  that 
investment  clearly  belonged  to  the  Stato. 
It  was  a  banking  profit  legitimately  earned, 
and  was  the  property  of  the  State  just  as 
much  as  Crown  lands  or  any  part  of  the 
revenue  derived  from  taxation.  No  suiter, 
at  any  moment,  had  a  ri^t  to  a  shilliog 
of  th«  income  derived  from  the  invest- 
ment of  that  cash.   Parliament,  no  doubt, 
had  always  applied  the  money  in  question 
to  purposes  connected  with  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  but  that  was  not  because 
there  was  any  obligation  so  to  do  arising 
from  individual  claims  upon  it,  but  simply 
on  the  sound  and  just  principle  that  money 
raised  by  the  machinery  of  justice  was 
best  and  most  fitly  applied  to  the  costs  of 
the  administration  of  justice.    It  was 
from  the  accumulation  of  banking  profits 
thus  acquired  that  it  was  proposed  to  take 
the  £1,000.000  of  stock  of  which  he  had 
spoken.   In  asserting  that  no  suitor  had 
any  right  to  the  money  he  might  fortify 
himself  by  the  statement  of  the  Commis- 
sioners,  who  in  their  Keport  said — 

"  Not  one  slDgte  ioitor  bas  mr  reoetnd  anf* 
thingb«70Bd  the  OHh  astvaUjaaU  ijUo  Oiort, 
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«r  bu  daimad  urpCNrtioa  of  the  |mfit  to  whidi 
««  are  rdcfimg.  This  coDdwrdr  ptotm  that 
Mch  fuAi  «m>  aerer  eoottdered  to  be  the  pro- 
pw^  of  the  nitwa,  either  bj  the  Cont  or  hy  the 
Hiton  thanMbM." 

nut  rtitcowntiraB  applieable  to  Ae  whole 
poiod  from  1739  to  ttie  present  di^,  and 
flie  Stite  bad  alw^  used  the  fond  u  its 
own,  and  the  stamp  of  its  dedicaticm.  to 
the  general  pupoaes  of  the  State,  in  con- 
nection with  the  adnunistratian  of  jostice, 
was  set  upon  it  almost  as  soon  as  the  fiznd 
was  created.  As  eariy  as  1774,  nxTears 
afttf  the  conunenoement  of  the  Axnd,  Par- 
liament resorted  to  it  to  pay  far  &e  sec- 
tion of  the  B^iistrar  and  Aoooontant 
Genoa's  offices,  and  the  Act  sancti<Hung 
that  application  of  the  money  spedally 
ledted  that  it  was  nm^piopriated,  and  that 
it  would  be  no  injury  to  the  snitors  of  tiie 
Gottit  if  the  same  sbonld  be  employed  to- 
wards imiaing  a  fond  tea  zebmldiog  and 
erecting  the  t^ces  in  question,  and  fbr  the 
pnzchase  of  groond  necessary  for  snch  pnr- 
pose.  If  ttkit  would  properiy  be  d(me  in 
-  1774.  why  conid  it  not  be  dene  is  1865  ? 
Again,  in  1791,  the  Master's  officea, 
and,  in  181(^  the  ExamineiB'  and  other 
Chancery  offices  were  paid  for  out  of  the 
same  fimd ;  and  other  charges,  sach  as,  if 
he  was  not  mistaken,  the  Lori  ChanceUox^s 
salary,  and  rarions  pensions  and  compensa- 
tions, mete  placed  npim  it  He  mentioned 
these  things  becaose  aome  eminent  par- 
sons had  BQggeated  doabts  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  i^opoeed  application  of 
the  fiond.  "Ba  wonld  not  attempt  to 
eonoeal  from  the  House  that  objections 
to  it  might  be  found  in  the  evidence 
of  snch  diatingnisfaed  witneeaes  as  Lord 
Gottenham,  Lmd  Langdale,  Lwd  Justice 
Turner,  ^oe  ChanoeUor  Wood,  and  Sir 
John  Braully— he  mig^t  also  add,  that  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  aoliiator  to  Uis  Smton'  Fond. 
ThmaeenedtobeintiuirmindBasort  of 
afiectkm  for  tfie  suitm  in  Chaneoy  over 
e^ber  suitors.  The  o|Hni<nis  of  those  dis- 
tinguished Judges,  Lord  Gottenham  and 
Lord  Langdale,  were  stated  just  before  the 
tame  when  rary  important  changes  and 
improTraients  were  e^ted  in  the  Gonit 
of  Chancery.  The  Six  Clerks*  office  was 
about  to  be  abolished,  and  other  measures 
were  about  to  be  taken  vhich  would  in- 
Tolre  lai^  compensations.  There  was, 
therefore,  at  that  time  a  large  demand  for 
.money,  and  one  oould  not  be  surprised 
tiiat  those  n(4>le  and  learned  Lnda  should 
have  looked  with  qiprehouiim  on  any 
propoaal  which  would  then  hare  had 


the  effect  of  reducing  those  funds.  But 
Lord  Gottenham,  Lud  langdale  and,  he 
might  add,  Lurd  Jttstiee  Tmaer  and  Tioe 
Chancellor  Wood  agreed  that  those  ftmds 
m^ht  be  kgitimatdy  amended  for  my* 
thing  fliat  wonld  ths  ioitan  m 

the  Coart  of  Chanoeiy.  They  olyeeted 
to  take  anything  frmn  Uicm  for  ttie 
benefit  of  litigants  in  the  oourta  of  eooi- 
mott  law.  Kow  that  was  a  point  whicb 
the  House  would  hare  to  oonmder.  Thoas 
learned  Judges  said  that  in  their  opi- 
nion what  ought  to  be  done  was  this — 
those  funds  should  be  k^t  in  Chaneoy, 
and  ultimatdy,  when  the  oompensatiou 
fell  in,  and  tiie  funds  became  free,  they 
should  be  used  for  the  redueti<m  of  Chan- 
eery  fees.  Sir  John  BomiDy  did  not  quite 
go  with  them  in  thar  dirtinction  betweoi 
the  claims  of  law  and  ttioae  of  equity.  He 
(Sir  John  BomiDy)  said  that  what  had 
been  fbmmfy  done  was,  in  his  i^nioo, 
wrong;  that  no  courts  or  offieea  at  all 
ot^t  to  be  bniH  out  of  an  part  (tf 
thu  monc7 ;  bat  that  if  th^y  mut  ainr- 
thing  at  aU  they  might  aa  vdl  bmid 
oomts  of  law  as  oourts  of  equity.  In 
diort.  Sir  John  Bomilly  objected  to  the 
fond  beong  i^ipUed  to  tlui  building  of  ai^ 
courts  at  all.  Lord  Justice  Tnmerthou^t 
that  Parliament  by  its  acti<m  had  dedi- 
cated those  fimds  to  piHposes  connected 
with  the  Court  of  Chancery,  that  they 
were  all  held  in  a  amrt  of  Parliamentarf 
trust  for  Chancery,  and  on^t  not  to  be 
interfered  with.  In  answw  to  that  ob- 
serration  of  the  Lord  Justice,  he  would 
respectfully  say,  that,  if  Parliament  had 
made  such  a  de!dicati<m«  it  was  quite  com- 
petent to  Fbrliament  to  alter  that  anange- 
ment  and  mAke  anoth^.  The  Court  of 
Chanoay  was  mhr  one  of  the  branchea  of 
a  genenu  system  for  administering  justice^ 
and  Aoliament  was  peifoctly  omnprtsnt— 
not  legally,  but  muruly— to  mako 
such  a  change.  But,  in  foi^  Otere  was 
no  such  appropriation  as  that  which  was 
contended  for  by  those  who  took  the  Tiew 
to  which  he  was  now  referring.  It  was 
not  till  1852  that  any  part  (rf  the  income 
of  these  funds  was  erer  carried  orer  to  the 
Suitors'  Fee  Fund ;  and.  so  for  from  the 
action  of  Parliament  obeerring  any  uni- 
form distinction  between  law  uid  equity, 
he  found  that  at  that  remaricable  epoeh 
when  it  became  necessary  to  proride  for 
the  defalcations  in  tiie  time  of  Laid  Mao- 
desfield,  fees  wwe  imposed  upon  all  wta 
issued  in' the  Common  Law  Cooit^  »y  » 
all  other  oourta  thnn^ioat  4^  kiagdwa. 
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although  the  money  to  be  raised  bj  meane 
of  those  fees  was  exoluuTely  due  to 
Chancery  Buitora.  By  some  of  the  aa- 
tborities  the  Chanoery  soitora  were  looked 

rD  as  a  quati  corporation,  or  as  a  sort 
abstract  idea;  but  if  he  were  the 
ghoat  of  a  departed  Chancery  suitor,  he 
-would  say,  "  What  have  I  to  do  with  tbe 
appropriation  of  the  money }  Ton  don't 
propose  to  ^ve  it  to  me.  If  you  give  it 
to  my  representatives  I  will  take  it ;  but  if 
the  suitors  of  the  present  day  or  the  future 
are  to  have  it,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
them."  If  the  money  were  to  be  given 
to  the  old  suitors  who  had  contributed 
the  sums  invested  he  could  understand 
it,  but  they  could  not  have,  and  were 
not  to  have  it ;  it  was  the  suitors  of  to- 
morrow that  were  to  reap  the  benefit  by  a 
reduction  of  the  Chancery  fees.  He  could 
not  help  thinking  that  the  remarks  which 
the  Commissioners  had  made  on  this 
branch  of  the  subject  would  commend 
themaelveB  to  the  Houie.  They  had  felt 
it  necessary  to  give  it  a  very  careful  con- 
si  deration  in  consequence  of  the  eminent 
position  of  the  perscHis  by  whom  the  ob- 
jection had  hew  put  forward,  and  they 
Mid — 

**11m  arfnnnii  fs  fbniided  vfoa  a  duUnetioQ 
between  oonrta  of  ksd  oovrts  of  law,  tw 
wbiah  then  li  no  jort  or  solid  foandation.  All 
tlw  oourta,  and  all  the  braoflhea  of  each  court, 
Ibnn  together  one  great  ajBtem  of  adiDtniBtering 
jnatice,  in  which  all  the  subjeota  of  the  rwUm 
iiaTe  a  eommoD  intereat,  and  to  which,  therefore, 
any  funds,  from  whatever  souroea  derived,  ifthoae 
fbnds  are  at  the  free  disposal  of  Paiiiament,  ma/ 
be  legitimately  applied ;  and  we  think  this  may 
be  more  eonftdenUy  affirmed  at  a  time  when  the 
tendency  oT  legislation  is  to  aaaimilate  the  eonrts 
of  law  and  equity,  by  an  attribution  to  eaoh  of 
powers  and  mnotioni  hitherto  exercised  exclu- 
sively by  one  of  them.  If  the  fund  is  not  the 
property  of  the  suitors  in  Chancery,  if  it  is  the 
mere  obild  and  ereatare  of  legislation,  snrely  It  is 
ftr  ParUament  from  time  to  time  to  decide  in 
lihaX  manner  and  for  what  purposes  it  can  be 
most  asefully  employed.  The  past  application 
cannot  fetter  the  discretion  of  Parliament  as  to 
the  future.  .  .  .  The  suitor  in  Chancery  of 
to-day  may  be  a  suitor  at  law  to-morrow,  and 
Bsxt  week  or  next  month  his  prt^erty  mi^  be- 
oome  tba  sabjeet  of  disposal  bf  tbe  Cotvt  of 
Probate.  The  broad  prinoiple  whiob  wa  have 
thus  stated—*. «.  the  substantial  Idfntity  of  all 
Uw  eourts,  as  eomponeut  parts  of  one  great  sys- 
tem fbr  the  administration  of  justice — has  been 
on  several  ocearioos  emphatinlly  aaeetted,  and 
tically  enfbroad  ana  acted  upon  by  Pa^ 
ent." 

That,  he  was  surc^  could  not  be  oontro- 
Terted.  It  was  reasonable,  it  was  wise,  it 
wasjust;  it  interfered  with  so  mtti'srights. 
Hid  it  was  an  answer  to  an  aignmont  tiut 
T^AUom^  Gmtrai 


had  more  in  it  of  snperatitious  rererenoe  for 
ftwensio  and  formal  distinctions,  than  bf  any 
better  foundation.  But  putting  aside  that 
answer  to  it,  what  was  the  argument? 
That  there  should  be  such  au  application 
of  the  fund  as  would  be  benefiraal  to  the 
suitors  in  Chancery.  Well,  this  was  an 
application  of  the  fund  more  beneficial  for 
those  aniton  than  that  which  those  who 
made  the  oljeotion  oontended  for,  Thqr 
proposed  that  dioae  Junda  ihonld  be  kept 
in  reserve  for  the  rednotion  of  fees  here- 
after. Let  them  see  what  relief  could  be 
afforded  to  the  suitors  in  this  way.  The 
fees  levied  in  Chancery  amounted  to  some- 
thing over  £100,000  a  year,  and  it  had 
been  proved  in  evidence  that  this  sum 
was  only  about  8  per  cent  of  the  total 
cost  of  litigation.  The  House  would  see 
that  the  funds  with  part  of  which  he  pro- 
posed to  deal  amounted  in  the  whole  to 
a  million  and  a  half  sterling,  which  would 
produce  only  £45,000  per  anniun,  or  not 
half  the  amount  of  the  entire  sum  derived 
from  fees ;  so  that  if  the  whole  income  of 
those  funds  were  applied  to  the  reduction  , 
of  the  expenaee  of  litigation,  they  would 
only  reduce  it  by  leu  thw  4  per  cent.  It 
was  only  in  1 852  that  for  the  first  time  any- 
thing was  done  by  Farliamoit  n^oa  thefoot- 
ing  of  applying  the  ineome  of  the  Surplna 
Interest  Fund  for  the  reduction  of  fees ; 
and  they  might  now  ack  themselTes,  before 
making  any  further  appropriation,  which 
would  be  the  better  application  even  for 
the  suitors  in  Chancery — not  to  talk  of  what 
would  be  beneficial  to  suitorsin  other  courta, 
and  to  the  public  generally — which  would 
be  better  in  a  peouniary  point  of  view,  ^ 
build  courts,  or  reduce  the  costs  of  those 
suitors  by  something  less  than  4  per  oent  ? 
Who  were  the  best  judges  of  that  question? 
The  solicitors.  The  Master  of  the  Bolls 
said  that  with  respect  to  the  queetion  of 
delays,  obstructions,  and  impediments  to 
the  administration  of  jtutioe,  caused  hy  the 
present  position  of  the  oonrte,  he  did  not 
pretend  to  be  so  competent  to  judge  ai  the 
■cdioitors.  They  were  apread  through  the 
country,  they  were  in  constant  oommnni- 
cation  with  their  clients,  and  they  were 
interested  in  having  the  business  of  their 
clients  performed  in  the  most  efficient 
manner  possible.  The  House  could  have 
no  doubt  that,  independently  of  the  value 
to  be  attached  to  their  opinion  as  men,  gene- 
rally of  high  character,  from  the  nature  of 
their  practice  they  were  the  best  judgee  of 
the  pecuniary  value  of  a  iui|auTe  auoh  aa 

that  which  he  Ta^^^9gt,^@qiB«fg  l^od 
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what  did  they  uy  ?  Did  tbey  think  that 
taking  4  per  cent  off  the  coats  of  anitora  in 
the  Co  art  of  Chancery  would  be  a  greater 
benefit  to  them,  than  the  concentration 
of  the  oonrta  of  law  and  equity  ?  Quite 
tbererttie.  He  ahould  qaote  from  the 
endence  of  Ur.  Lake  and  Ur.  !Field  on 
this  point.  He  thought  every  one  must 
admit  that  Mr.  Lake  was  well  qualified  to 
speak  on  tho  subject.  He  was  a  superior 
man  of  buKmesa,  and  besides  being  a  man 
of  experience  and  ability  he  brought  to 
the  oonuderation  of  such  a  question  a  just 
and  candid  mind.    Hr.  Lake  said  — 

"  Then  oomet  tba  queatioii,  wliioh  ia  most  for 
Um  beaeflt  of  the  mitors  think  there 

oannot  be  »  doobt  that  It  ii  leu  for  the  benefit  of 
ttte  laitor  to  aboUah  all  oflkial  foes  than  to  enable 
Ui  Bolioitor  to  attend  to  hte  biuineM  in  a  proper 

way  In  ni7  opInioD  a  eoitor  would  mto 

ten  timei  over  Ute  amount  of  an/  bene6t  he  woold 

fain  if  all  the  eonrt  fees  were  taken  away  

Nopraotioal  man  oan  entertain  a  doubt  about  it 
for  a  moment.  The  saitor  would  gain  tax  more 
^  Uw  oonoentration  of  the  court*  and  officei. . . . 
Tbai  ia  a  much  hi|lwr  Autj ;  it  woold  oonfor  a 
maih  greater  ben«t  upon  the  nitor,  andismiieli 
more  the  du^  of  the  GoTemment." 

Ur.  Field  said  — 

**  loi  must  jadgv  of  the  intereits  and  riewi  of 
the  laiton  tbronch  their  aolioitors;  and  70a 
would  find  it  very  oiffloult  to  find  a  do»n  soUoi- 
ion  in  London,  or  in  the  oounttT.  who  hare  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  traneaotion  of  bnsineaa  in 
the  eonrta,  who  would  not  agree  that  it  would  be 
a  great  g^,  and  a  eapital  bugain  to  tbeir  oUenta, 
if,  for  the  lake  of  £30,000  a  year,  they  cottld  get 
lueh  a  reault." 

l(r.  Field  estimated  the  whole  property  of 
the  suitors  under  the  management  of  the 
Court  of  Chano«7  at  any  one  time  at 
£1,000,000  per  annum,  and  then  he  said 
that  tiie  raloe  of  each  judicial  day  saved  to 
the  suitors  by  tiie  proposed  change  would  be 
£25,000.  That  was  evidence  representing, 
in  its  general  effect,  the  onaoimous  opinion 
of  the  mtire  body  of  solioitori,  and  be  be- 
lieved that  body  were  more  competent 
to  give  an  opinion  upon  the  subject 
than  all  the  Judges  and  the  barristers  put 
tt^ether,  and  he  was  sure  their  evidence 
on  the  subject  could  be  trusted.  The 
machinery  of  the  Bill  proposed  on  these 
grounds,  and  in  this  way,  to  deal  with 
tiie  existing  funds ;  and  the  I^egisla^ 
ture  would  be  asked  to  guarantee  the 
suitor's  interest  against  every  risk  which 
might  be  supposed  to  arise  from  the  with- 
drawal of  tiie  Aind,  At  the  same  time 
tttat  risk  would  be  merely  nominal,  for, 
in  the  first  place,  according  to  all  experi- 
cnoe  the  inoome  of  the  Court  of  Chanoery 
would  most  certainly  omtiaue  to  inoceaae ; 


and  secondly,  unless  all  tbja  cash  were 
withdrawn  umnltaneously — an  event  ijor 
possible  to  occur  unless  Uie  country  were 
in  a  state  of  convulsion — and  all  the  stod: 
were  sold  under  87  per  cent,  there  could 
be  no  deficiency  in  the  invested  fund, 
which  would  remain  untouched,  to  lepre* 
sent  (as  at  present)  the  suitors*  oash,  with 
which  it  htid  been  purchased.  Since  1 787 
there  had  been  seven  occasions  only  when 
tbere.had  been  any  necessity  to  sell  stock 
out  of  that  fund ;  and  these  occurred  be- 
tween the  years  1844  and  1867.  The 
sales  then  made  were  made  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  up  the  cash  balances 
at  the  Bank  of  England,  at  an  amount 
sufficient  for  a  reasonable  profit  to  the 
Bank,  as  well  as  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  suitors.  The  guarantee,  thnefore, 
was  purely  nominal,  although  necessary 
for  the  purposes  of  justice ;  and  if  there 
^ould.  be  a  deficiency,  Parliament  would 
pledge  the  Consolidated  Fond  to  make  it 
good.  The  wlwle  annual  charge  upon  the 
income  of  the  ftinds  operated  upon  by  this 
Bill  amounted,  at  the  ntmos^  to  no  mise 
than  the  whole  of  that  inoome— namely, 
£45,000.  At  tiie  beginning  of  the  preset 
year  the  annual  cha^e  for  the  terminable 
compensations  payable  out  of  the  income 
of  these  and  Uie  other  iunds  in  Chan- 
cery amounted  to  £50,469,  and  they 
were  falling  in,  as  proved  hj  an  average 
of  eight  years,  at  the  rate  of  £3,500  per 
annum.  That  charge  for  compensations 
more  than  covered  the  entire  income  of  all 
these  funds.  Therefore,  if  they  provided  for 
these  compensations  they  more  than  pro- 
vided for  tiie  whole  of  tiie  annual  cha^;es 
upon  the  funds  which  they  would  with- 
draw, even  if  the  whole  £1,500,000  stock 
were  eventually  withdrawn.  Mr.  Finlai- 
aon  had  expressed  his  opinion,  withont 
knowing  the  ages  <rf  tiie  dil^rat  reci- 
pients, that  it  would  probaUy  take 
£380,000  to  capitalise  all  the  compensa- 
tions, but  taking  it  at  half  a  million 
— the  outside^to  provide  for  that  they 
would  have  half  a  million  of  stock,  equal 
to  £450,000,  taking  it  at  00,  and  a 
further  sum  of  about  £100,000,  the  un- 
invested surplus  of  the  Suitors'  Fee  Fund, 
which  would  leave  £41,000  surplus,  after 
paying  the  capital  vahie  of  the  whole 
£50,000  compensations,  upon  the  extreme 
valuation.  On  tiie  other  hand,  sujtpmiiw 
the  compensations  were  not  csftitalizea, 
the  annuities  would  run  oft  to  the  extent 
necessary  to  eqaaliw  income  and  expendi- 
ture, in  Mghteen  year^  leavmg  £154,000 
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snrplas.  These  reserreB  would,  therefore, 
he  more  than  safflcient  to  meet  the  whole 
of  the  charges  upon  the  fund.  In  addition 
to  this  there  would  also  be,  when  the  opera- 
tion was  completed,  a  oonBiderable  benefit 
to  suitors  through  the  reduction  of  fees, 
amounting  probably  to  about  £15,000  per 
annum.  Under  such  circumstances,  he  was 
sure  the  House  would  feel  that  the  present 
Bill  was  entirely  iree  from  the  objections 
which  were  mnde  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Treaaury  and  by  ^er  persona  to  the  Bill 
of  1861,  at  which  time  there  had  been  no 
careful  inquiry  into  the  estimates.  One  main 
objection  to  that  Bill  was,  that  it  proposed 
-te  throw  upon  the  Oovemment  and  the 
people  all  those  annual  charges  which  were 
by  the  present  Bill  provided  for,  as  he 
had  described,  out  of  the  £500,000  stock, 
which  was  reserved,  and  not  proposed, 
except  for  that  purpose,  to  be  withdrawn. 
The  £200,000  to  be  provided  by  the  pub- 
lic was  the  estimated  value  of  the  rents 
which  would  be  saved,  and  of  the  land 
rendered  vacant  by  the  removal  of  the 
existing  courts  and  offices;  and  therefore 
there  only  remained  the  sum  of  £400,000, 
which  was  to  be  [vovided  for  by  means 
of  small  fees  upon  proceedings  in  the 
courts,  other  than  Chancery,  which  would 
be  accommodated  in  the  new  buildings. 
About  one-half  of  these  fees  would  pro- 
bably be  imposed  upon  common  law  pro- 
ceedings, and  ahoat  tiie  other  half  on  those 
in  the  Rtibate  md  Divorce  Courts.  The 
precise  amonnt  of  those  fees,  and  the  man- 
ner of  levying  them,  would  be  fixed  here- 
after; but  it  was  calculated,  that  the 
proportion  of  the  Common  Law  Courts 
might  be  raised  by  fees  not  exceeding 
It.  6d.  upon  every  writ  of  summons,  and 
that  of  the  Probate  and  Divorce  Courts  by 
6«.  Bd.  upon  every  grant  of  probate  or 
administration  on  sums  above  £100,  or 
(if  it  were  preferred)  Zd.  per  cent  on 
the  amount.  These  small  and  almost 
nominal  fees,  which  it  did  not  at  all  fol- 
low would  for  any  length  of  time  operate 
as  an  addition  to  the  fees  now  levied  in 
those  courts,  would  be  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose. It  was  proposed  b^  a  Bill  to  be  in- 
troduced during  this  Seasion  to  collect  all 
court  fees  by  stamp*  in  oases  where  they 
were  not  already  so  levied,  the  effeot  of 
which  would  be  that  they  would  be  collected 
with  greater  facility  and  security,  and  he 
hoped  that  by  these  and  similar  iterations 
the  existing  fees  might  he  largely  reduced. 
There  were  some  who  thongbt  that  the 
levying  of  fees  in  conrta  of  jutioe  was 


altogether  improper,  and  that  the  State 
ought  to  defi'ay  all  the  expenses  of  such 
courts.  lIHiether  that  was  right  or  wrong 
in  the  abstract,  this  was  not  the  occasion 
to  inquire.  It  certainly  had  not  been  the 
practice  of  Parliament  to  act  upon  that 
principle,  and  it  would  probably  turn  out 
to  be  one  of  those  things  which  were 
beautiful  in  tbeory  but  could  never  be  re- 
duced to  practice.  Qreat  objections  might 
be  made  to  every  species  of  tax,  and  if 
the  suitors  in  our  courts  were  only  taxed 
for  parposes  oonneoted  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  he  was  ^  no  means 
sure  that  they  were  worse  off  than  other 
people.  Be  tiiat  as  it  might,  when  the 
County  Courts  were  established  in  1846, 
the  cost  of  their  buildings  and  all  their 
charges  were  provided  for  by  means  of 
fees  which  were  levied  even  npon  the 
poor  suitors  who  resorted  to  those  triba- 
naU;  and  when  the  Six  Clerks  in  Chan- 
cery were  abolished,  in  1842,  provision 
was  made  for  the  compensations  which 
were  rendered  necessary  by  additional 
fees  which  had  since  been  got  rid  of.  It 
was,  therefore,  impossible  for  any  one  to 
argue  that  that  House  ought  to  refuse  its 
consent  to  a  great  public  improvement 
because  the  system  of  fees  was  not  abo- 
lished. And,  certainly,  if  there  was  any 
instance  in  which  the  principle  of  the  en- 
tire abolition  of  fees  wai  doubtful,  he 
should  say  ^t  it  was  in  the  case  of  the 
administrative  huriness  of  the  Conrt  of 
Chancery.  For  if  the  Court  of  Chancery 
acted  as  steward  and  receiver  of  very  large 
amounts  of  property  on  terms  infinitely 
lower  than  those  which  would  be  charged 
under  any  other  system  of  management,  he 
did  not  see  that  there  was  any  abstract 
principle  which  would  make  it  improper 
that  some  remuneration  should  be  received 
by  the  State  for  the  care  which  it  took  of 
the  property  and  estates  of  individuals.  At 
all  events,  that  was  the  system  upon  which 
all  our  courts  had  been  managed  hitherto, 
and  the  question  for  the  House  now  was 
whether  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment was  of  sufficient  value  and  import- 
anoe  to  the  nation  and  to  the  public  in- 
terest to  be  worthy  of  adoption,  or  whe- 
ther it  was  to  be  stopped  or  rnected  on 
account  of  some  theoriea  which  persons 
might  entertain  aa  to  the  desirabilitjr  of  a 
total  revolution  in  the  mode  of  providing 
for  the  administration  of  justice.  It  cer- 
tainly was  not  likely  that  such  a  revolu- 
tion would  take  place  at  the  present  time, 
nor  was  it  probable  that  th  ~ 
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think  itself  bound  for  the  sake  of  effecting 
snch  a  revolntioo  to  provide  the  large 
■urns  necessary  for  these  buildings,  when 
they  were  forthcoming  from  the  Bources 
to  which  he  had  already  referred.  So 
much  as  must  be  raised  by  the  additional 
taxation  of  soitors  the  GoTemment  pro- 
posed to  raise  from  those  courts  which 
would  have  the  benefit  of  the  new  build- 
ings, and  which  had  not  contributed  to 
the  fimds  which  would  be  drawn  from 
Chancery.  He  ooiUd  not  believe  that  the 
House  would  be  of  opinion  that  this  great 
and  important  improvement  oug^t  to  be 
delayed  until  tb^  were  in  a  condition  to 
throw  the  whole  expense  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  upon  the  public  parse; 
and  if  it  was  not  to  be  delayed  until  then, 
he  felt  confident  that  the  House  would 
think  that  the  Government  had  a  perfect 
right  to  use  tbe  funds  which  they  proposed 
to  employ,  and  that  it  would  be  for  the 
benefit  both  of  suitors  in  Chancery  and  of 
all  persons  who  were  concerned  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  that  they  should  so 
use  them.  He  now  concluded  by  moving 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  "  supply 
means  towards  defi:aying  the  expenses  of 
providing  Coortsof  Justice  and  the  various 
Offices  belonging  thereto,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  and  ne  confidently  hoped  that 
this  Session  would  see  a  very  great  blot 
removed  from  the  i^stem  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  in  this  country,  and 
something  like  proportion  restored  between 
the  dignity  and  magnitude  of  the  justice 
which  tbe  country  administered,  and  the 
means  which  were  provided  by  the  country 
for  its  administraUon. 

SiE  HENRY  WILLOUGHBY  said,  he 
listened  with  great  pleasure  to  the  able 
and  eloquent  speech  of  the  learned  At- 
torney General;  but  he  owned  that  bis 
fioaoce  did  not  inspire  him  with  much 
confidence,  and  he  trusted  that  the  Hoase 
would  be  carefHil  before  it  came  to  a  de- 
cinon  upon  this  point.  It  might  or  might 
not  be  desirable  to  spend  a  million  and  a 
half  or  two  millions  of  money  in  the  con- 
centration of  the  law  courts;  but  he 
thought  the  House  would  be  unwise  if  it 
diq;ui86d  from  itself  the  way  in  which  the 
funds  were  to  be  obtained,  ma  belief  was 
that  a  large  proportion  must  come  out  of 
the  pockets  of  Uie  taxpayers,  and,  if  so, 
the  fiut  ought  to  be  avowed.  The  cost 
of  the  buildings  was  now  estimated  at 
£1,600,000.  but  the  House  must  not.for- 
get  that  they  had  on  the  table  a  Treasury 
Hinat^  in  which  it  w&b  stated  that  a 


sufficient  allowance  had  not  been  made  for 
contingencies.  The  Board  of  W^orks  had 
stated  that  in  their  view  the  cost  wotild  be 
£2,000,000;  and  they  knew,  from  the  ex- 
perience of  the  Hoases  of  Farliameut,  how 
estimates  were  raceeded,  seeing  that  though 
computed  to  cost  £700,000,  they  actually 
cost  the  magnificent  sum  of  £2,500,000. 
He  thought  that  the  expense  of  the  present 
project  was  likely  to  be  £2,000,000  or 
£2,aOO,000.  The  ways  and  means  pro- 
posed by  the  Attorney  General  appeared 
to  him  to  be  most  doubtful.  Taking  the 
sum  to  be  raised  at  one  million  and  a  hal^ 
he  understood  that  £900,000  was  to  he 
raised  by  the  sale  of  certain  stock  known 
as  "Fund  B."  Then  there  was  £200,000 
irom  the  sale  of  land.  That,  in  point  of 
fact,  would  be  a  vote  of  public  money,  and 
nothing  else.  The  remainder  it  was  pro- 
posed to  raise  by  fees.  What  he  wanted 
to  know  was,  whether  there  was  not  on 
the  table  of  the  House  a  document  which 
showed  that  the  whole  incoine  of  the  Fund 
B  they  proposed  to  sell  was  actually  ex- 
pended r  Speaking  from  memory,  the 
entire  charges  were  £163,000,  and  the 
balance,  after  the  chains  were  defrayed, 
was  £366.  If,  then,  they  sold  the  prin- 
cipal, how  would  they  provide  for  the 
chaigra  ?  Tbe  basis  of  the  scheme  there- 
fore foiled,  and  he  came  to  tlie  conelurion 
that  this  House  must  make  up  its  mind 
whether  it  meant  to  pay  this  sum  of  money, 
or,  at  least,  a  large  proportion  of  i^  out  of 
the  taxes  of  the  connby.  That  Honse 
had  got  the  reputation  of  being  a  very 
extravagant  Parliament.  It  had  increased 
the  expenditure  to  nearly  £67,000,000  a 
year.  Whether  this  was  a  proper  mo- 
ment to  make  an  additional  heavy  burden 
to  the  expense  borne  by  the  people  was  a 
great  question  which  they  ought  seriously 
to  consider.  Except  upon  public  groimds 
and  public  necessity,  they  ought  not  to 
vote  away  so  large  an  amount. 

Kb.  HADFIELD  said,  that  it  was  not 
desirable  to  have  the  courts  of  law  dis- 
persed over  the  metropolis,  and  was  also 
in  favour  of  the  codification  of  the  laws 
relating  to  debtor  and  creditor.  He  agreed 
with  tihe  leading  points  of  the  speech  of 
the  Attorney  General.  A|^n,  wl^  Aonld 
the  country  be  at  the  expense  of  putting 
debtors  into  gaol  for  very  small  sums  of 
money?  He  did  not  know  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  pay  the  whole  of 
such  debts.  He  regretted  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor's  scheme  of  having  a  Chief 
Judge  in  bankiapU^  had  not^neiLiidoi 
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fat  he  thongbt  that  by  this  metiu  the  law 
(tf  debbnr  and  oreditw  might  have  been 
brought  into  a  manageabU  fonn.  He 
thought  that  i(  instead  of  £1,500,000, 
as  proposed  by  the  Attorn^  General, 
£2,000,000  or  even  £3,000,000  were  de- 
voted to  the  centralization  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  laws  rdating  to  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  public,  the  country  would 
be  a  gainer  in  more  than  a  pounds,  shil- 
lings, and  pence  point  of  view- 

Ub.  SELWTN  said,  the  real  question 
before  the  House  was  not  whether  there 
were  evils  attendant  on  the  present  ar- 
rangement of  the  courts  of  justice — ^which 
everybody  had  admitted  and  deplored  long 
ago-— but  how  these  evils  were  to  be  reme- 
died expeditiously  and  with  a  due  regard 
to  justice  and  economy.  It  did  not  foUow 
that  because  concentration  was  desirable 
the  presrait  scheme  should  be  adopted. 
"When  he  saw  that  the  Attoni^  General 
had  taken  up  this  measure  he  certainly 
oqwoted  to  have  heard  aome  scheme  pro- 
posed which  would  have  had  a  chance  of 
passing  the  House  of  Commons,  and  which, 
as  the  Qovemment  were  not  willing  to 
propose  a  direct  Vote  from  the  public 
parse,  would  have  been  consistent  with 
justice  and  economy.  The  speech  of  the 
Attorney  General  would  have  been  an  ex- 
cellent prologue  to  a  proposal  to  vote  a 
million  and  a  half  from  the  public  funds, 
and  to  such  a  vote,  when  due  necessity 
was  shown,  he  should  not  have  been  di»> 
posed  to  object  In  the  latter  part  of  his 
qieech  the  Attorney  General,  referring  to 
the  Treasury  Minute  of  1861,  admitted 
that  if  the  objections  therein  stated  applied 
to  the  present  scheme  there  would  be  little 
ohanee  of  it  paauiw  the  House  of  Com- 
mona.  But  those  objections  applied  with 
even  greater  force  to  the  present  scheme. 
His  hon.  and  learned  Friend  was  obliged 
to  omit  all  mention  of  the  Beport  of  the 
Commission  of  last  year,  comprising  such 
names  as  the  Duke  of  A^U,  Lord  Kings- 
down,  and  the  hon.  Ifember  for  Loudon, 
because  that  Beport  contained  statements 
and  also  a  recommoidation  fatal  to  this 
veij  scheme.  His  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
maintained  that  the  scheme  was  not  open 
to  the  objections  on  the  score  of  economy 
suggested  in  the  Minute  of  1861;  but  tf 
the  Bill  were  any  thiog  like  that  shadowed 
forth  in  his  speech,  it  was  evni  more  ob- 
jectionable than  the  Bills  which  followed 
the  Bmort  of  1861.  The  Bill  of  1862 
provided  that  the  ftei  should  no  longer  be 
reduced  at  the  will  of  th?  Iiozd  Chanod- 
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lor,  without  the  sanction  of  the  Treasnry. 
That  clause  was  omitted  in  the  Bill  of  Isist 
year,  and  he  should  be  f^aH  to  hear  whe- 
tiier  it  was  included  in  this,  for  Sir  John 
BomiUy  in  lus  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee said  this  proposal  was  so  unjust  that 
if  the  House  of  Commons  once  understood 
it  th<Hvughly  they  never  would  pass  such 
a  Bill.  The  House  did  understand  it,  and 
rejected  the  Bill.  That  clause  was  cer- 
tainly a  provision  against  loss  of  income, 
because  if  the  fees  were  left  to  be  re- 
duced at  the  will  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
the  present  equilibriuro  between  the  in- 
come and  the  expense  might  at  any  time  be 
destroyed,  and  there  would  be  a  deficiency. 
The  House  must  in  the  first  place  connder 
whether  the  fund  on  which  the  Attorney 
General  built  the  financial  part  of  hu 
scheme  really  existed  available ,  for  the 

Surpose.  He  ventured  to  say  it  did  not. 
!y  the  Treasury  Minute  issued  in  1861  it 
was  estimated  that  the  surplus  of  in(»>me 
over  expenditure  in  the  ease  of  the  Suitors' 
Fund  amounted  to  little  more  than  £3,000. 
The  Attorney  General,  however,  said  that 
the  charges  upon  it  were  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent temporary  in  their  character,  and  that 
they  would  be  reduced  at  the  rate  of 
,£3,500  a  year.  The  same  statement  had 
be^  made  in  1860,  and  now  the  House 
possessed  the  means  of  testing  the  accuracy 
of  that  statement,  by  comparing  it  with 
the  actual  result.  If  the  charges  be  so 
diminished  there  would  now  be  an  annual 
surplus  of  many  thousand  poands.  Bat 
how  stood  the  &ct?  The  matter  was 
investigated  by  a  Committee  in  1861,  and 
one  of  the  witnesses  —  namely,  Mr. 
Johnson,  the  solieitorto  the  Suitors'  Fund, 
and  who  was  thoroughly  aoqnaittted  with 
the  subject— 'had  stated  that  the  total 
income  for  tiie  year  ending  the  25th  of 
November,  1860,  was  £158,218  7fl.  lOtf. 
He  was  asked  whether  that  included  the 
whole  income  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
from  every  source,  the  Chancery  Fund,  the 
Suitors'  Fee  Fund,  and  the  Surplus  Interest 
Fund,  and  the  answer  was  that  it  did.  He 
then  added  that  the  total  amount  of  the 
payments  was  in  round  numbers  £156,000, 
and  that  the  excess  of  income  over  expen- 
diture for  the  year  ending  on  the  25ui  of 
November,  1860,was  only  £1,231 13«.10i^., 
80  that  instead  of  the  charges  diminishing 
at  the  rate  of  £3,500  a  year,  there  was 
then  only  the  amtJl  surplus  just  men- 
tioned. The  question,  however,  did  not 
rest  at  that  point,  for  there  was  the 
B^ort  <tf  the  Chanoeiy  Fiud  Cwnfiia- 
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■Imwrs  in  1684,  from  whieh  \%  appeared 
that  the  exeeu  of  income  over  expen- 
diture for  the  year  ^diog  the  3Sw  of 
NoTember,  1863,  was  only  £356  16«.  Si. 
'Was  not,  theDi  the  statement  of  the  At- 
torney Oeneral  altogether  illusory  when 
he  spoke  of  the  sum  of  £1,000.000  as 
being  available  for  any  purpose  whatever  ? 
Did  not  the  whole  of  Mb  argumont  fall  to 
the  ground  when  it  was  seen  that  there 
was  not  only  really  no  surplus,  but  that 
the  antioipations  which  had  been  enter- 
tained in  1860  OB  to  the  annual  increase 
of  the  Surplus  Fund  had  failed  to  be  real- 
ised ?   The  question  came  to  this,  whe- 
ther each  a  case  had  been  made  out  as 
should  indnoe  the  Government  to  ask, 
and  the  House  to  vote,  an  Eatimate  of 
£l,fi00.000  for  this  purpose?  Thesnp- 
pcnrters  <tf  the  proposed  scheme  started 
with  the  ennmeration  of  the  great  erils 
and  inoouTenieaces  whioh  were  the  result 
of  the  present  state  of  things.    Now,  that 
evils  and  iuoonveniencea  did  exist  nobody 
was  disposed  to  dispute,  and  if  a  proper 
remedy  for  them  were  proposed  by  the 
GovemmeDt,  the  House  would,  he  had  no 
doubt,  meet  the  proposal  in  a  Uber^  spirit. 
But  tiieir  present  scheme  was,  he  oon- 
tended»  open  to  the  grave  objection  whioh 
he  had  urged,  and  tiiat  being  so,  the  best 
way  to  test  the  merits  of  the  question  was 
whether  snoh  a  case  for  the  concentration 
of  our  courts  of  law  had  been  made  out  as 
would  induce  the  ^Hue  to  vote  the  public 
monw  Svt  the  purpose  to  the  extent  whi^ 
would  be  required.    Hia  hon.  and  learned 
Priend  did  not  appear  to  think  that  the 
evils  of  which  he  complained  were  so  ^reat 
as  to  Justify  him  in  asking  fw  a  direct 
Vote  from  that  source.    No  doubt  to  con- 
centrate in  one  spot  not  only  our  courts 
of  law,  but  the  various  public  offices 
would  be  a  very  convenient  thing.  Mer- 
cantile men,  for  instance,  would  consider 
it  very  desirable  that  their  clerks  should 
be  able  to  step  from  the  Custom  House 
to  the  Mint,  and  from  that  to  any  other 
department  where  they  might  have  business 
to  tranaact,  and  that  all  should  be  uuder 
oQo  roof ;  but  then  the  point  was,  whe&er 
the  change  from  the  existing  state  of  things 
was  one  which  it  was  desirable  to  expend 
tibe  public  money  in  eifecting.  Hishon^and 
leaiiied  Friend  talked  about  the  fiiaion  of 
law  and  equity ;  but  he  had  beard  from 
him  no  ea^danation  of  what  he  meant  by 
the  word  "  fimoa."   It  did  not  mean,  he 
•apposed,  that  the  same  Judge  ahcnld  one 
d»jr  be  «^[aged  ia  dealing  with  <Hie  de* 


leription  of  buuness,  such  as  that  now  trana- 
acted  by  the  Equity  Judges,  and  the  next 
day  with  another  so  different  as  that  now 
transacted  by  the  Common  Law  Judges. 
The  present  system  waa  the  praotioal  re- 
sult of  the  principle  to  wMch  the  At- 
torney General  had  referred — ^namely,  the 
division  of  labour.  But  be  that  as  it 
might,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  ad- 
vantages likely  to  arise  from  the  pro- 
posed concentration  bad  been  very  mui^ 
exaggerated.  A  barrister  could  not  con- 
duct two  cases  at  Uie  same  time,  though 
they  might  be  going  on  in  the  same 
building,  and  the  rule  in  accordance  with 
which  the  leading  counsel  jn  equity  gene- 
rally confined  their  practice  to  a  partioular 
court  waa  one  very  advantageona  to  the 
suitors  and  the  public.  The  soUoitors 
had  a  grievance,  out  not  such,  it  would 
appear,  as  would  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Government  warrant  them  in  asking 
a  grant  of  public  money  to  remove. 
The  consolidation,  if  he  might  use 
the  term,  of  the  entire  legal  profession 
under  one  roof  might  be  a  very  grand 
idea,  but  then  it  was  quite  impossible 
to  carry  it  into  effect.  To  bring  the  Su- 
preme Courts  of  Appeal,  the  House  of 
Iiorda,  or  the  Privy  Council,  or  the  Com- 
mittees of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  in 
practising  before  whioh  barristers  wen  so 
extensively  employed,  as  well  as  all  the 
intermediate  tribunals,  down  to  and  in- 
cluding Courts  of  Assesament,  Sberifib' 
Coiuts,  and  ottier  minor  courts,  within  the 
limita  of  the  same  buildii^  waa  a  acbeme 
of  concentration  of  so  universal  a  eharao- 
ter  as  not  to  be  seriously  entertained.  The 
question,  then,  was,  how  such  evils  and 
inconveniences  as  arose  out  of  the  present 
state  of  things  could  practically  be  reme- 
died ?  Certainly  not  by  the  visionary  plan 
shadowed  out  by  the  Government,  and 
which  had  so  often  failed  in  that  House. 
He  wished,  at  the  same  time,  to  say  that 
he  had  not  the  slightest  intention  of  op- 
posing the  Motion  for  the  introduction  of 
the  BUI,  but  he  complained  of  the  intro- 
duction of  a  measure  founded  upon  prin- 
ciples upon  which  other  measures  had 
been  rejected,  and  without  proper  care 
in  confining  the  scheme  to  the  courts  in 
which  change  waa  neoesaary.  He  had,  he 
confessed,  heard  viUi  some  surprise  the 
Attorn^  General  state  that  tile  acoom- 
modation  in  the  present  courts  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  Lords  Justices,  and  the 
ICaster  of  the  Bolls  was  altogether  insuffi- 
dant.    He  would  »PP«df^i»>C«??f?fe" 
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of  that  statement  to  tiie  opinion  express- 
ed by  the  very  Commissioners  on  whose 
Beport  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  placed 
80  much  reliance.  He  fonnd  it  set 
forth  at  page  7  of  that  Beport  that  those 
learned  Judges  were  accommodated  with 
reasonable  convenience,  and  "  with  some 
regard  to  the  dignity  of  their  station." 
What  said  the  If  aster  of  the  BoUa  ?  In 
addition  to  his  jadicial  functions  he  was 
likewise  custodian  of  the  public  records, 
and  this  duty  he  was  enabled  to  dischai^ 
because  a  btulding  had  been  erected,  at  a 
cost  of  £88,000,  in  immediate  proximity 
to  his  own  court.  The  Master  of  the 
Bolls  declared  that  if  his  court,  which 
perfectly  sufficed  fiir  all  its  present  pur- 
pose, were  removed  to  any  other  site, 
he  shonld  no  longer  be  enabled  to  dis- 
charge the  double  duty.  And  Mr.  Hardy, 
the  Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Records,  came 
forward  and  gave  evidence  in  a  similar 
spirit.  Suppose  that  such  statements  were 
made  by  a  public  officer  with  regard  to 
any  project  upon  which  the  Government 
proposed,  in  plain  terms,  to  expend  public 
money,  would  the  Government,  in  the  face 
of  those  statements,  veuture  to  pull  down 
the  building,  which  their  own  officer  de- 
clared to  be  suitable  and  necessary,  and 
sell  off  the  remains  as  old  materials, 
and  then  purchase  another  site  and  erect 
a  new  Iniilding  upon  it }  The  two  things 
to  be  considared  in  all  building  projects 
were  money  and  spaoe.  Ab  to  the  pecu- 
niary part  of  the  C[nestion,  the  House 
were  unable  to  obtain  a  straightforward 
statement;  and  with  regard  to  space, 
th«e  was  just  as  little  to  recommend  the 
plan.  The  Courts  of  Equily,  which  were 
quite  prepared  to  find  their  own  accommo- 
dation without  any  expense  to  the  public, 
or  guarantee  of  public  money,  ought  to  be 
eliminated  from  the  plan  ;  the  same  might 
be  said  of  the  Courts  of  Admiralty  and 
Divorce.  There  would  then  remain,  it 
was  true,  the  Courts  of  Common  Law ; 
but  for  these  a  much  smaller  space,  pro- 
bably one-third  of  what  was  contemplated 
in  we  present  Bill,  would  suffice,  which 
there  would  then  be  little  difficulty  in 
obtaining.  The  Attorney  General  had  not 
stated  who  was  to  prepare  the  plans.  He 
diflfered  farther  from  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman as  to  the  estimate  <riP  expenses ;  and 
looking  to  the  statements  contuned  in  the 
Tnasaxy  Minute,  it  was  much  more  proba- 
ble that  the  cost  would  rise  to  £2.000,000, 
than  remain  as  suggested  at  £1,600,000. 
The  three  items  up(ni  whioh  thia  estimate 
Mr.  Sfhpjfn 


was  based  were  buildings  and  land  in  the 
centre  of  London,  building  materials,  and 
building  labour.  He  appealed  to  every 
Member  having  experience  of  the  investi- 
gations conducted  before  the  tribunals  of 
that  House,  whether  any  articles  of  con- 
sumption during  the  last  few  years  had 
risen  so  rapidly  and  continuously  as  those 
he  had  just  enumerated.  Since  the  rail- 
way invasions  of  the  metropolis  com- 
menced, land  in  the  centre  of  London  had 
risen  to  a  fabulous  rate,  and  the  price  of 
materials  had  almost  kept  pace  with  it. 
If  the  Treasury  Minute  of  1861  thought 
that  an  addition  of  one-third  ought  to  be 
made  to  the  estimate  of  imtaue,  what 
ought  to  be  added  to  a  dmilar  estunate 
in  the  year  1865-6  ?  The  section  of  the 
Government  that  conoorred  with  the  Trea- 
sury Minute  of  1861  had  surely  grave 
reasons  for  doubting  or  disapproving  of 
the  present  scheme.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, in  discussing  the  application  of  the 
fund  which  he  proposed  to  make,  said  the 
first  question  was,  whether  it  was  just  to 
take  the  fund  for  such  a  purpose.  He 
very  reluctantly  differed  from  the  Attorney 
General  as  to  the  justice  of  so  dealing 
with  the  fund.  There  was,  however,  a 
previous  question  to  be  oonndered  — 
namely,  had  it  been  shown  that  there  was 
any  such  available  fund  in  existence  ?  In 
enumerating  the  authorities  who  had  re- 
monstrated against  any  interference  of  the 
kind  proposed,  it  was  surprising  that  the 
learned  Attorney  Graeral  should  have 
omitted  one  or  two  prominent  names. 
Lord  St  Lecmards  baii  frequently  and 
emphatically  expressed  his  opinion,  which 
was  endorsed  by  the  Boyal  Gomnusaon  of 
1864;  but  if  that  learned  Lord  were  sus- 
pected of  prejudice,  there  was  another 
authority  of  still  greater  weight,  owing  to 
his  present  rank,  and  that  was  Uie  present 
Lord  Chancellor.  In  a  speech  delivered 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  2lBt  of 
May,  1860,  Lord  Westbuiy  (then  Attoniey 
General)  said — 

"  It  w«i  ft  grei^  mistake  to  snppose  tliat  tbe 
Court  of  Chftno«7  wu  indebted  to  the  CohkH- 
dated  Fund.  If  tbe  baUoM  were  stnick,  ud  if 
tbe  Sniton*  Fund  were  emancipated  from  the 
burden  thrown  upon  it,  the  Consolidated  Fund 
would  have  £300,000  a  year  additional  to  bear. 
The  acoomolated  feet  of  tbe  Snitom'  Fee  Fund 
ou|^t  to  be  dedicated  to  the  purpose  ofreliering 
tin  saitors  from  the  ftas  of  tbe  Cout  of  Chan- 
omt"— Baauard, elviii.  1074.] 

That  was  the  opinion  of  the  present  Lord 
Ghanoelhnr,  uid  it  ooinraded  with  Uuit  of 
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of  tiie  CommiaBion  of  1864.  He  might  be 
told  that  one  very  eminent  Ifember  of 
that  CommiBcdon  diesented  &om  the  opinion 
of  his  ooUeagaes;  but  the  answer  which 
he  should  give  to  that  would  be  that  an 
equally  able  member  of  the  Commission  of 
1860— Vice  Chancellor  Sir  W.  P.  Wood— 
the  only  member  of  that  Commission  con- 
nected either  with  the  Chancery  Bench  or 
the  Chancery  Bar,  dissented  jErom  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Commission,  as  far 
as  these  related  to  the  appropriation,  or, 
AS  he  c(tnsidered  it,  the  misappropriation  of 
the  fund.  From  the  Beport  of  tiie  Commis- 
rion  of  1864,  it  was  quite  true  that  one 
member,  the  hon.  lumber  for  London,  dis- 
sented ;  bat  for  what  reason  ?  Because  the 
reoommendation  contained  in  that  Re- 
port -would  interlGBre  witii  the  scheme  for 
the  eonoentration  of  the  courts  of  justice. 
That  was  to  say,  that  the  Report  of  a  Com- 
misuon  appointed  by  the  present  Gorem- 
ment  waa  so  fatal  to  Uie  present  scheme  that 
the  only  one  Ifember  who  dissented  from 
the  Beport  did  so  on  the  express  gronnd, 
and  that  one  ground  only,  Uiat  it  would 
interfere  with  the  project  now  before  the 
House.  When  the  Attorney  General  next 
inquired  into  the  weight  of  authority,  he 
would  find  that  the  opinions  adverse  to 
the  prcfKwed  applieaUon  of  the  fund  were 
something  more  than  prejudices  vaguely 
floating  about  the  Court  of  Chancery.  Ac- 
cording to  the  principle  laid  down  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  money  contri- 
buted by  the  suitors  might  be  taken  for 
the  purpofles  <^  the  Thames  Embankment, 
for  buildiiig  Brmonr<plated  ships,  or  for 
any  other  purpose.  IS  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  contended  that  present  suitors 
had  no  righte  whatever  growing  out  of 
the  fond  raised  by  contributions  of  past 
generations  of  suitors,  then  the  simile 
BO  well  put  by  Vice  Chancellor  Wood 
BppUed — 

"  Ton  might  u  well  lay  thtit  fundi  eootriboted 
to  a  boaintu  were  intended  to  benefit  only  the 
pnsent  inmates,  and  had  no  reference  to  ftitare 
mfferert ;  or  that  the  pence  contributed  hj  chil- 
dren in  a  school,  if  a  larplns  remained  at  the  end 
of  MHJ  week,  did  not  belong  to  the  eohool,  bat 
nught  be  taken  and  applied  for  any  eztranoous 
porpose." 

The  a^ment  was  put  in  a  very  dear 
light  by  the  passage  which  he  had  re^ 
fiiom  the  speech  of  the  present  Lord  Chan- 
eellor.  It  was  idle  to  say  that  the  ex- 
penses in  Chanoery  -wen  so  trifling  that  it 
mattered  little  whether  they  were  in- 
oseaaed  or  ^miaished  50  per  cent  The 


sunduB  inwnne  was  now  only  £356, 
ana  that  was  only  obtained  by  tazaUoa 
of  the  suitors  amounting  in  the  last 
year  to  £96,000;  and  if  the  Lord 
Chancellor  exerdsed  the  power,  which, 
according  to  his  view,  ought  to  be  set  in 
motion  whenever  the  produce  of  the  fees 
increased,  the  result  would  be  that,  in- 
stead of  a  large  surplus,  thm  would  be 
none  at  all ;  because  the  moment  the  in- 
come grew,  the  obligation  to  revise  the 
taxation  would  immediately  arise.  He 
contended  that  it  waa  obviously  unjust  to 
take  away  from  the  suitors  in  Chancery  the 
benefit  (n  a  poBuble  increase  of  revenue, 
and  to  increase  or  perpetuate  this  taxation 
for  the  purpose  of  building  Courts  of  Com- 
mon Law.  The  Chancery  Courts  were  per- 
fisotly  able  to  take  care  of  themselTes,  and 
to  provide  newcoorts  without  any  expense 
to  the  pnbUc.  The  only  reason,  tnere- 
fore,  why  the^  were  dragged  into  the 
discussion  was  in  order  to  tiirow  a  sort  of 
veil  over  the  expenditure  by  reason  of  this 
million  which  it  was  proposed  to  lay  hands 
on  in  the  first  instance.  He  had  no  in- 
tention, as  he  had  stated,  to  oppose  the 
first  reading;  but  he  hoped  the  scheme 
would  be  re-considered,  and  would  be 
brought  back  in  some  practical  shape 
which  everybody  oonld  understand.  The 
measure  had  now  been  introduced  three 
times,  and  three  times  it  had  failed.  It 
was  rather  too  much  to  come  before  Par- 
liament again  with  a  scheme  open  to  all 
the  objections  whioh  had  led  to  ihe  rejec- 
tion of  its  predecessors,  and  then  to  hold 
that  because  there  were  some  admitted 
evils  out  of  doors  the  House  would  not 
take  the  odium  of  rejecting  the  BilL 
The  odium,  if  any,  ought  to  rest  with 
those  who  had  rejected  the  cheap,  expe- 
ditious, and  practicable  scheme  which 
had  been  Ivonght  forward  in  1859.  But 
the  real  burden  of  proporing  some  scheme 
suited  to  the  urgency  of  the  case  lay  upon 
the  OoTomment  He  did  not  care  what 
schemes  were  adopted,  whether  it  was  that 
of  the  Society  of  Lincoln's  Inn  or  any  other. 
Provided  only  that  it  were  consistent  witii 
justice,  did  not  increase  or  perpetuate 
taxation  upon  the  suitors  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  dealt  only  with  j^hose  courts 
where  admitted  evils  existed,  and  which 
could  not  be  remedied  by  any  other  method, 
he  believed  it  would  meet  with  the  hearty 
conourrence  of  Parliament. 

Ub.  ATBTON  expressed  his  satisfaotioa 
at  finding  that  the  Government  intended 
to  proceed  Tigoroualy  with  this  meaanr. 
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during  tlie  present  Sesnon,  and  he  hoped 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ttie 
Attorney  Gtoerol  vonld  not  be  diaoou- 
r^sd  by  the  want  of  sncoess  which 
attended  the  ibnner  attempt  Upon  the 
last  occanon  some  prqndioe  was  created 
in  consequence  of  the  measure  being 
introduced  from  the  Department  of  Works, 
whioh  led  the  House  to  believe  Uiat  some 
gigantic  building  sdieme  was  in  contem- 
plation, or  some  fhndfol  scheme  of  pulling 
down  <me  structnte  in  order  to  constmot 
a  more  ambitione  building.  The  hen. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  upon  the  present 
oooosion,  had  introduced  it  very  properly 
as  a  great  question  of  practical  law  re- 
form, as  putting  the  keystone  to  the  arch 
of  law  reform  which  Parliament  had  been 
for  some  thirty-five  years  constructing ;  in 
&ct,  as  a  mode  of  improviog  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice.  If  it  was  necessary  to 
show  that  this  was  not  a  mere  theoretical 
question  of  law  improvement,  the  best 
evidence  that  this  was  a  practical  question 
would  be  found  in  the  fact  mentioned  by 
tile  hon.  and  learned  GenUeman  opposite, 
that  it  was  first  introduced  by  snoh  a 
man  aa  Mr.  Hume.  The  more  ttie  House 
examined  into  the  details  of  the  measnre 
tile  more  satisfied  th^  would  be  that  it 
was  cue  of  an  eminently  practical  eho* 
racter.  Indeed,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  opposite  (Kr.  Selwyn)  had 
admitted  the  whole  case  with  one  excep- 
tion, which  exception,  be  said,  deprived 
it  of  its  character  as  an  improvement. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  asked 
where  would  be  the  use  to  equity  counsel, 
who  practised  in  a  single  court,  of  con- 
eentrating  all  the  law  courts  upon  a 
single  site.  Of  eonm,  to  those  gentiemen 
tiie  improvement  could  not  be  obvious,  but 
they  were  the  ezoeptions  which  proved 
the  rule,  because  every  other  person  en< 
gaged  in  the  administration  was  conscious 
of  the  ineonveniences  of  Ae  present 
mtem.  It  was  unnecessary  now  to 
usouss  a  ^nestion  which  had  been  lovo* 
tically  admitted.  Upon  a  former  oeoanon 
some  prejudice  was  created  by  the  sug- 
gestion that  the  measure  would  in  some 
way  or  other  lead  to  the  qwliation  of 
dead  or  nobom  suitors,  and  to  depriving 
them  of  some  portion  of  the  property 
which  might  remain  to  them  after  un- 
dergoing the  exorooiating  process  of 
Chancery.  That  suggestion  did  awake 
some  sympathy,  but  it  was  satisfactory 
to  find  tiiat  upon  tile  present  oceuion  the 
ban.  ud  Ifluned  Gettthma  o^porits  had 


not  dwelt  upon  that  point,  and  had 
passed  over  the  question  as  to  whether 
the  House  could  not  deal  with  the 
capital  of  a  ftmd  which  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  Crown.  It  seemed  to  be  admitted 
that  the  fund  could  he  dealt  with  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  the  administrs* 
tion  of  justice.  It  oonld  not  be  pretended 
that  there  was  any  spemal  eqnitr  in 
favour  of  any  individwd  «i  tms  nmd, 
and  tin  analwy  snggested  by  the  learned 
Judge  who  had  been  quoted  was  one 
whioh  tiiat  learned  person  eould '  never 
have  ventured  to  put  forth  from  the 
bench.  What  resemblance  could  there 
be  between  this  fund  and  a  sum  of 
money  left  upon  charitable  trust?  No 
man  whose  money  was  intrusted  to  the 
Court  of  Chancery  ever  contemplated  the 
conferring  of  a  public  benefit,  or  of 
endowing  some  charitable  foundation, 
such  as  a  school  or  almshouse.  The 
analogy  was  so  shallow  that  the  learned 
Judge  must  really  have  been  in  a  sportive 
humour  when  he  indulged  in  it.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentiemau  opposite  had 
very  properly  grappled  with  the  question 
as  a  practical  one,  as  respected  the  in- 
terest of  mon^  to  be  ej^>ended  in  the 
oonstmction  of  the  new  eonrto,  whieh 
he  estimated  at  £45,000  pw  wnnm; 
and  he  declared  that  if  they  looked  to 
the  Court  of  Chancery  to  supply  that 
sum  they  would  be  disappointed.  But 
the  great  merit  of  this  proposition  was 
that  the  Attorney  General  had  pledged 
himself  that  tbe  interest  of  the  money  to 
be  expended  was  not  to  be  charged  upon 
the  public  revenues,  but  was  to  be  borne 
in  some  way  by  the  various  fiinds  which 
were  available  for  the  administration  of 
pubUo  justioe.  It  was  nnneoessary  now 
to  enter  into  details  aa  to  how  that  sum 
was  to  be  raised,  whether  inoreased 
fees  or  by  opening  up  any  of  the  resonroes 
of  the  Tarions  courts.  He  apprehended 
that  Uiere  were  many  resources.  For  in- 
stance, the  rente  now  paid  for  a  number  of 
offlees  would  be  saved,  and  other  means  of 
reimbursement  would  be  found.  But  he 
would  ask  the  House  to  look  at  the  hnad 
subject  in  the  broad  light  in  which  the 
Attorney  General  had  placed  it,  whether 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  save  from  the 
expenditure  and  receipte  of  all  the  conrte 
£45,000  a  year,  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
capital  to  be  expended  ?  He  believed  that 
there  would  be  no  diAenlty  upon  that 
pmnt,  but  as  to  how  the  amoiuit  was  to  be 
ndwdm  t  men  n0||^e9l^^9i&C3gW 
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the  Jadges  were  deprived  of  the  power, 
which  tiiejr  bed  no  right  to  exeroiBe,  of 
dimi&iihiDg  fees  without  oobsent  of  the 
Treasory,  he  luid  no  doabt  that  a  safflaient 
sorpliu  would  be  forthcomiag  to  meet  all 
tiu  ohargei  which  would  be  iinpoaed 
this  important  improrranent. .  He  tiiere- 
fore  hoped  the  House  would  not  be  Mght* 
teoedby  anv  suggestion  of  possible  ealuni^ 
to  the  Fee  Fni^  of  the  Court  of  Chance^, 
but  would  seriously  ^ply  itself  to  the 
prosecution  of  a  measure  which,  if  longer 
delayed,  there  would  be  greater  difficulty 
and  greater  expense  in  carrying  out.  It 
waa  true  that  the  partioular  property  to  be 
dealt  with  by  this  measure  had  not  risen 
greatly  in  ralne,  bat  it  might  be  that  the 
wretched  dwellings  now  existing  might  be 
swept  away,  and  in  that  case  it  would  be 
much  more  expensire  to  carry  out  tiie 
scheme  now  proposed.  It  was  most  im- 
portant that  the  QoTemment  should  at 
onoe  take  steps  to  secure  the  site,  and  the 
|i^an  when  carried  out  would  be  such  an 
improTement  in  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice that  it  would  be  fiilly  worth  the  ex- 
penditure. There  was  one  improvement 
atone  that  would  be  worth  £45,000  a  year. 
It  would  enable  all  metropolitan  eanses  to 
be  tried  at  NitiBriw  in  London,  and  suitora 
would  not  be  driven  from  Westminster  to 
London  and  thence  to  Kingston  and  Qnild- 
ford  for  an  opportnnity  of  obtaining  justice. 
If  the  new  courts  were  bnilt,  they  might 
hare  a  permanent  NiH  Prius  Court,  which 
should  continue  its  sittings,  trying  oases 
as  ttiey  arose,  and  thus  prerenting  the  de- 
lays of  one  month,  or  even  six  months, 
which  frequently  arose  under  the  present 
system.  The  htm.  and  learned  Oentleman 
would,  no  doubt,  meet  with  obstructions. 
The  opposition  of  the  hon.  and  Iramed 
Oentlffluan  opposite  had  been  most  discreet, 
but  his  connection  with  Idncoln^s  Inn  gave 
him  s  partioular  interest.  The  interests 
ui  the  legal  profession  generally  would  be 
promoted  by  the  proposed  improvement, 
and  if  the  Courts  of  Chancery  were  turned 
out  of  Lincoln's  Inn  to  give  more  room  to 
the  counsel' practisibg  in  those  courts,  no 
doubt  the  recipients  of  rents  might  be 
affected,  but  the  barristers  who  paid  the 
rents  would  be  greatly  advantaged.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  might  be  ob- 
structed by  the  City  of  London,  but  as  it 
was  nnSerstood  that  he  intended  to  allow 
Temple  Bar  to  remain  as  a  public  obstruc- 
ti<Hi  and  as  a  perpetnal  monument  of  cor- 
ponte  good  taste,  peihape  that  wpodtion 
ipould  Bot  1m  Yery  sercn*  Indeea,  he 


gathered  that  the  City  functionaries  had 
waived  their  objections,  and  it  was  to  be 
hoped  the  example  would  not  be  overlooked 
in  other  quarters.  The  public  interests 
would  be  greatly  advanced  by  a  concentra- 
tion of  the  law  courtSi  and  therefore  he 
hoped  the  present  BiU  would  speedily  pass 
into  law. 

MsL.  MALIKS  said,  he  gave  his  cordial 
support  to  the  measure;  and  would  con- 
gratulate the  Qovemment  that  they  had 
for  the  first  time  taken  (he  matter  in  hand 
in  a  way  that  wae  likely  to  promote  its 
snccesB.  It  was  not  safe  to  indulge  in 
prophecy,  but,  in  oontradistinotion  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the  TJniveiv 
sity  of  Cambridge  (Ur.  Selwyn),  he  would 
venture  to  prophecy  that  this  measure 
would  snooeed.  That  it  should  do  so  was 
bis  most  earnest  hope,  and  he,  tc^ther 
with  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend,  now 
deservedly  elevated  to  the  Bench,  the  late 
Member  for  Tmro  (Mr.  Montague  Smith), 
had  last  Session,  as  late  as  the  month  of 
June,  u^ied  n^n  the  Oovemment  to  pro- 
ceed witii  thu  soheme.  His  hon.  and 
learned  Ftiend  the  Hemlw  tat  the  TTni- 
versity  of  Cambridge  could  not  bat  be 
deeply  impressed  with  the  evils  of  the 
present  system,  but  he  appeared  at  the 
same  time  to  be  rather  willing  to  submit 
to  those  evils  than  disposed  to  assist  the 
Government  in  their  effort  to  cure  them. 
The  two  questions  chiefly  to  be  considered 
in  connection  with  the  scheme  before  the 
House  were  the  benefit  which  the  public 
would  derive,  and  the  mode  in  which  the 
money  was  to  be  raised.  The  second  point 
was  one  on  which  he  would  not  dwell,  but 
he  had  again  and  again  urged  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  the  money  from  the  Consoli- 
dated Fond,  and  he  still  believed  that  that 
course  would  be  preferable  to  defraying 
the  expenses  from  the  Suitors'  Fund.  At 
the  same  time,  if  tiiere  was  in  tiie  opinion 
of  the  Government  £1,000,000,  which 
would  give  the  Government  what  th^ 
wanted,  and  if  the  Gtovemment  were  pre- 
pared to  give  their  gnarautee  to  the  public 
]n  case  tii^e  was  any  other  demand  on 
this  stock,  they  ot^t  in  this,  as  in  other 
matters,  to  rely  on  the  Government  gua- 
rantee. This  relieved  him  of  all  difficulty 
on  this  score,  and  in  consequence  he  would 
discard  all  the  aif^ments  which  had  been 
advanced  about  the  difficulties  of  having 
recourse  to  the  Fund.  He  was  satisfied, 
therefore,  with  the  statement  of  the  At- 
toAOT  General ;  for  he  (Hr.  M^)  could 
not  MievB  thit  l^iti^W^lggW 
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Friend  would  hare  allowed  himself  to  be 
deluded  with  the  sapposition  that  there 
was  a  million  of  money  forthcoming,  if 
that  was  real  which  the  hoa.  and  learned 
llembdr  for  Cambridge  UniverEdty  would 
maintain,  that  there  was  not  this  million 
available.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the 
bon.  and  learned  Member  had  satisfied 
himself  of  the  grounds  on  which  he  ought 
to  dknent  from  the  Beport  of  the  Com- 
miMon  in  this  matter  before  he  formally 
expressed  his  dissent;  but  all  otyections 
Tere  orerrnled,  inasmuch  as  the  QoTem- 
ment  had  guaranteed  that  tiiey  would  in- 
dnnnify  t&  fund  from  loss.  Now  that 
Ihe  Goremment  were  bringing  forward  the 
Bill  at  the  commencement  of  the  Session, 
he  felt  conrinced  that  they  were  in  ear- 
nest, and  he  i^joiced  that  success  would 
come  out  of  it.  In  his  opposition  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Cambridge  Tlni- 
versity  stood  alone.  He  (Mr.  Malios)  was 
sure  that  there  was  not  another  Member 
of  the  legal  profession  who  would  give  it 
the  slightest  opposition,  and  he  did  not 
beliere  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
really  opposed  the  scheme  of  concentration. 
No  doabt  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
the  UniTersity  of  Cambridge  felt  himself 
hampered  by  the  supposed  opposition  of 
the  benchers  of  Lincoln's  Inn;  but  he 
(Mr.  MaUos)  did  not  think  that  the  bench- 
ers were  opposed,  or  would  be  opposed,  to 
&e  Bill.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Council 
of  that  Inn,  and  had  recentiy  taken  an 
opportunity  to  bring  the  subject  under  their 
consideration ;  and  if  he  understood  their 
feelings  he  believed  that  they  were  of 
opinion  that  as  there  was  no  chance  of  the 
proposal  made  by  Lincoln's  Inn  in  1859 
being  carried  out,  such  was  the  paramount 
importance  of  the  proposal  that  all  the 
courts  should  be  concentrated  under  one 
roof,  they  were  not  disposed  to  offer  oppo- 
sition to  the  Government  plan  any  longer. 
The  House  must  then  conclude  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the  Univer- 
uty  of  Cambridge  was  opposing  the  Bill 
in  his  individual  capacity,  and  not  as  re- 
presenting the  benchers  of  Lincoln's  Inn 
on  their  authority.  Certainly  no  petition 
against  tiie  BUI  had  been  presented  from 
Linooln'a  Inn,  and  he(]Cr.  Malins)  thought 
that  none  would  be  presented;  and  his 
ground  for  saying  so  was  that  they  were 
Ukely  to  concur  in  the  grand  eoheme  for 
bringing  all  the  courts  under  one  roof,  and, 
besides  this,  that  they  were  not  likely  to 
receive  any  support  fw  their  own  scheme. 
The  hon.  and  lesoned  Kembw  for  the 
Ur.MiUm 
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Tower  Hamlets  {Mr.  Ayrton)  was  led  into 
error  in  supposing  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  the  University  of  Cambridge 
could  not  feel  any  inconvenience  from 
the  separation  of  the  courts  because  he 
practised  in  only  one  court,  the  Master 
of  the  Bolls.  But  in  reality  no  man 
suffered  more.  Let  any  hon.  Member 
visit  the  Bolls  Court  on  a  wet  morning, 
and  judge  for  himself.  Many  matters 
came  before  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  the 
BoUs  Yard,  on  which  he  gave  decrees  and 
orders.  These  gave  rise  to  appeals  which 
were  heard  in  Unooln's  Inn  Hall,  mther 
before  the  Lord  Chancellor  or  the  Lords 
Justices.  The  counsel  followed  tilietr 
appeal  cases ;  and  the  distance  from  the 
Rolls  to  the  court  of  appeal  was  about  one- 
fifth  of  a  mile.  The  counsel  might  be 
seen  on  a  wet  snowy  morning  in  their 
wigs  and  gowns,  hurrying  helter-skelter, 
with  their  umbrellas  open,  np  Chancery 
Lane  to  the  appeal  court  to  catch  their 
appeals ;  and  when  tiiey  were  over,  then 
helter-skelter  back  again  in  the  wet  and 
mud.  Surely  the  hon.  Members  who 
suffered  this  inconvenience  would  be  glad 
to  see  courts  under  one  roof.  The  court 
in  which  he  (Mr.  Malins)  practised  was  a 
shed  or  hovel,  and  from  it  he  must  make 
his  way  along  a  passage  which,  to  be  sure, 
was  covered  over  head,  but  which  was  ex- 
posed to  all  the  winds  of  heaven.  But  what 
was  tluB  inconvemenoe  in  comparison  to 
the  loss  to  the  public  which  must  result 
from  one  court  sitting  in  Westminster, 
another  in  Guildhall,  and  the  equity 
courts  in  Lincoln's  Inn?  A  solicitor 
would  come  to  an  equity  barrister  between 
nine  and  ten  in  the  morning  to  a  consulta- 
tion, and  then  hurry  away  to  attend  Mr. 
Bovill  at  Westminster,  expressing  bis  re- 
gret that  he  could  watch  his  case  in 
court.  But  if  the  courts  were  under  one 
roof,  the  public  could  not  suffer  from  this 
disadvantage.  If  the  courts  were  concen- 
trated in  the  spot  which  seemed  happily 
left  open  for  them  between  Lincoln's  Inn 
and  Westminster,  all  the  solicitors  could 
come  together,  and  the  barristers  could 
interchange  ideas  as  th»^  formerly  did 
when  the  eourta  woe  at  Westminater.  It 
was  at  the  urgent  request  of  the  equity 
bar  ^t  Lord  Gottenham  relieved  uiem 
from  coming  down  to  Westminster  and 
ooneented  to  sit  in  lincoln's  Inn.  This 
was  an  advantage  to  the  Bar,  especially  as 
the^  could  remain  in  chambers  and  see 
thetr  clients  during  the  day ;  and  by  the 
tiusfer  of  theoom^^t^^oo^^^ 
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vonld  gaio  the  same  adrantage.  The 
only  disadvaDtage  in  the  way  of  separation, 
and  that  a  trifling  one,  would  be  expe- 
rienoed  by  the  equity  Bar,  but  the  mem- 
bera  of  the  Bar  would  oheerfnUy  make 
this  amall  saorifioe,  and  lUMiniesce  in  the 
proposed  plan  for  the  general  benefit  of 
the  profession.  His  hon.  Friend  the 
Ifember  for  Eveaham  (Sir  Henry  Wil- 
longhby)  had  warned  the  Houee  that  they 
wo^  hare  to  bear  a  oonaiderable  portion 
of  the  expenie.  thn  Goveramen^  how- 
OTer,  proposed  to  find  £600,000.  [The 
Attobhet  Oknkbal  :  All  except  £200,000 
of  which  is  to  be  leimborBed.]  The  snm 
of  £200,000  wonid,  if  be  aoderstood 
aright,  be  repaid  by  the  Exchequer  being 
relieved  of  certain  rents  and  receiving 
money  as  the  rental  of  certain  sites  which 
the  Government  would  then  obtain.  As 
to  the  other  £400.000,  the  Government 
would  find  that  sum,  and  be  repaid  in 
fifty  years  by  a  small  fee  upon  suitors  in 
the  Courts  of  Common  Law  and  Probate. 
He  believed  that  the  scheme  now  proposed 
would  be  one  of  the  cheiqwst  bargains 
ever  made  by  the  suitor,  for  he  would 
derive  the  greatest  advantage  in  return 
for  this  small  fee.  He  begged  to  express 
hia  warm  and  hearty  concurrence  in 
t^e  measure,  and  to  thank  the  Government 
for  bringing  in  at  so  early  a  period  of  the 
Session  a  Bill  whioh  he  felt  confident 
would  this  year  finally  pass  into  a  law. 

Thb  attorney  general  ex- 
plained that  £900,000  was  to  be  obtained 
by  Uie  sale  of  £1,000,000  of  stock,  and 
£400.000  would  be  repaid  by  a  small  lee 
for  fifty  years  on  suitors  in  oommon  law 
and  probate. 

Mb.  MALINS  so  understood  it,  and 
considered  that  the  project  would  be  one 
of  the  chea|Hist  that  ever  was  executed. 

Mb.  DENMaN,  being  also  a  member  of 
Lincoln's  Inn,  could  not  help  expressing 
his  gratification  at  what  bad  fallen  from 
the  hon.  and  ledmed  Member  for  Walling 
fwd  (Mr.  Malins),  that  he  had  good  rea- 
son to  suppose  that*  the  hon.  Society  of  that 
Inn  were  no  longer  likely  to  be  reckoned 
among  t^e  opponents  of  this  measure  for 
ooncentmting  the  law  ooarta.  It  was  now 
eonndered  most  desirable  to  establish,  as  far 
as  poauble*  a  fusion  of  law  and  equity,  and 
as  this  was  a  step  in  tiiat  direction,  it 
would  meet  with  very  general  approval. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Kember  tbr  Cam- 
bridge University,  who  appeared  to  stand 
alone  in  hia  opposition  tu  this  measure, 
most  be  aware  that  every  day  cases  were 
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arising  in  which  the  members  of  the  oom- 
mon law  Bar  were  called  upon  to  argue 
questions  of  equity.  Now,  he  did  not 
think  that  the  interests  of  suitors  in 
mixed  oases  of  law  and  equity  could  be 
properly  served  until  the  members  of 
both  Bars  were  brought  more  closely 
together.  Moreover,  the  present  arrange 
ment  involved  a  great  waste  of  judical 
time  and  power,  for  the  Judges  of  the  courts 
of  Common  Law  now  hod  to  leave  their 
oonrta  and  walk  through  the  streeta,  or 
take  a  cab  to  Serjeants'  Inn,  in  order  to 
sit  in  chambers  there.  The  courts  were 
daily  broken  up  from  this  cause,  and  the 
solicitors  and  junior  Bar  had  to  run  from 
one  place  to  another,  at  a  great  expendi- 
ture of  time,  which  was  to  the  suitors  a 
great  expenditure  of  money.  Although 
some  barristers  of  the  coinnioD  law  courts, 
who,  like  himself,  were  practising  all  day 
at  Westminster  and  then  able  at  once  to 
pass  over  to  their  duties  in  this  House, 
were  personally  interested  in  retaining  the 
existing  state  of  things,  nevertheless,  see- 
ing the  advantages  derivable  by  the  pro- 
posed change  both  to  the  public  and  the 
suitors,  they  were  ready  to  give  the  scheme 
of  the  Attorney  General  their  best  support 
He  believed  that  there  were  five  benchers 
of  Lincoln's  Inn  then  present  as  Members 
of  that  House,  and  he  was  glad  to  know 
that  only  one  of  them  would  oppose  this 
BiU.  He  hoped,  and  beliered,  that  the 
measure  would  soon  pa^s. 

Ms.  BOVILL  cunourred  in  the  opinion 
that  those  members  of  the  profef-sion  who 
were  also  Members  of  the  House  would 
individually  hnve  reason  to  prefer  that 
things  should  remain  as  ut  present.  The 
members  of  the  Bar  were  almottt  ntiaui* 
mous  in  favour  of  a  concenlraiion  of  the 
taw  courts,  and  it  was  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  adminiotration  ol  justice 
tlittt  this  measure  should  be  agreed  lo.  It 
was  now  not  uncommon  for  the  Queen's 
Bench  to  require  three  different  courtn  for 
its  own  accommodntioo.  The  couot  sat 
in  Banco  after  Term,  and  the  preaonre  of 
busiuesa  was  so  great  that  two  Judges 
were  at  the  same  time  sitting  with  juriea 
at  NUi  Priut.  It  was  now  very  difficult  for 
even  a  barrister  to  find  out  tiie  particular 
court  in  which  the  cause  in  which  he  was 
interested  was  to  be  heard.  The  other  day 
an  hon.  Member  of  that  House  desired  to 
find  his  way  on  a  subpoeiia  to  the  Queen'a 
Bench.  He  found  the  full  court  occapi^ 
by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice.  He  was  then 
told  to  g.  in  Bioa.*  |r»^,Qigdg|.^ 
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fonnd  the  court  Bitting,  not  in  a  shed  or  a 
hoTel,  bat  in  a  place  little  better  than  a 
dog-hde.  It  had  been  constmeted  Beveral 
years  ago«  and  had  been  naed  for  oocasiona 
Then  a  single  Jndge  sat  for  a  couple  of 
boon  to  inquire  into  oases  of  bul.  It 
nour  sometimes  happened  that  the  full 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  was  obliged  to 
hold  its  sittings  in  that  court.  The  hon. 
Uember  to  whom  he  referred  having  first 
gone  to  the  great  court  and  then  to  the 
Bail  Court,  came  to  him  to  ask  him  where 
the  court  he  wanted  could  be  holding  its 
sittings.  Se  was  unable  to  tell  him,  and 
had  to  ask  the  usher  of  the  court  to  take 
charge  of  him.  They  at  length  found  the 
court  sittiDg  up  two  pairs  of  stairs  in  a 
remote  part  of  the  building,  and  without 
accommodation  for  either  Judges,  counsel, 
attorneys,  or  witnesses.  The  business  of 
the  Courts  of  Common  Law  had,  indeed, 
so  much  increased  that  although  the 
Courts  of  Equity  had  migrated  to  Lin- 
coln's Inn,  there  was  not  at  present  ac- 
commodation for  the  courts  that  were  left. 
The  Judges  and  the  members  of  the  Bar 
were  all  exceedingly  inoouTenienced  by 
the  present  state  of  tilings.  Bat  there 
was  a  much  more  serious  mischief  still. 
At  Westminster  the  common  law  required 
no  less  than  six  courts ;  but  at  the  Guild- 
hall the  three  courts  which  had  been  pro- 
Tided  could  not  meet  the  requirements, 
and  accordingly  the  Corporation  devoted 
a  certain  portion  of  the  space  at  their 
command  to  the  building  of  what  he 
would  not  call  sheds,  or  hovels,  or  dog-ken- 
nels, but  two  cucumber-frames.  He  had 
taken  the  liberty  to  make  a  reprmenta- 
tion  on  the  subject  to  a  member  of  the 
Court  of  Aldenaen,  whom  he  induced 
to  accompany  him  into  one  of  those 
hotbeds,  and  so  great  was  the  heat, 
and  so  bad  the  smell,  that  his  friend 
eoold  not  remain  thrae  more  than  a  few 
minatea;  and  yet  the  Judge,  the  jury,  and 
the  publio  had  to  remain  in.  such  places 
for  several  hours  at  a  time.  "  But,*'  said 
tiie  Alderman,  "  what  are  we  to  do  ?  There 
is  a  schema  which  has  been  before  Parlia- 
ment year  after  year  for  the  conoeutration 
of  the  law  courts,  and  how  can  we,  in 
the  face  of  such  a  scheme,  ask  the  City  to 
spend  its  ftinds  in  the  erection  of  now 
courts?*'  He  (Mr.  Bovill)  felt  the  objec- 
tion to  be  unanswerable.  So  long  as  this 
measure  was  delayed  the  public  in  gene- 
ral, as  well  as  the  City  of  London,  would 
be  put  to  inconvenience.  There  had  been 
a  tendency  of  late  years  to  enable  each 


court  to  adnunister  fiill  justice  in  each  par- 
tioular  cause.  For  instanoe,  if  a  suit  were 
commenced  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  it 
was  desiraUe  that  it  should  be  determined 
there  before  a  jury,  if  necessary;  and  so 
with  respect  to  toe  oommon  law  courts. 
They  had  now  to  decide  upon  matters 
of  equity — there  waa  a  greater  inter> 
change  of  the  services  of  those  who  prac- 
tised iu  the  several  courts,  and  the 
lawyers  now  went  backwards  and  for- 
wards between  Westminster  Hall  and  the 
Court  of  Chancery.  But  it  was  almost 
impossible  for  a  suitor  to  secure  the 
services  of  his  advocate,  in  consequence 
of  the  separation  of  the  courts.  The 
result  had  been — and  the  feeliug  was  al- 
most universal  among  lawyers  —  that  it 
would  be  of  the  greatest  possible  advan- 
tage to  the  public  that  the  courts  should 
be  concentrated  in  one  place.  The  inter- 
change  of  the  views  and  opiuions  of 
Judges  and  of  the  members  of  the  Bar 
womd  be  of  considerable  advantage,  and 
the  saving  of  time,  and  of  expense,  would 
be  so  great  that  it  was  soaroely  pos- 
sible to  estimate  it.  He  begged,  there* 
fi«e,  to  tender  his  cordial  support  to 
the  proposal  of  the  Government,  and 
in  doing  so  he  expressed  not  only  his  own 
opinion,  but  that  of  almost  the  entire  Bar, 
and  nothing  more  advantageous  could  be 
done  than  to  provide  a  palace  of  justice 
which  would  be  at  once  an  honour  to 
the  Government  and  an  ornament  to  the 

country.  

Mb.  SCULLY  said,  that  the  concentra- 
tion of  the  law  courts  was  not  an  ex- 
periment; it  had  been  tried  in  Ireland 
with  the  most  complete  success.  Upon  an 
area  much  less  than  seven  acres  and  a 
half  all  the  Courts  of  Law  and  Equi^  were 
concentrated  in  Dublin.  The  Hall  of  the 
Sublia  Four  Courts,  as  they  were  called, 
used  to  be  a  lounge  for  banisters  and  attor- 
neys to  gossip  amy  their  idle  time ;  but 
that  evil  was  onrea  by  the  establishment 
of  a  Ulffary  where  tap  members  of  the 
Bar  attended  to  their  chamber  basiness, 
and  left  the  hall  comparatively  deserted. 
There  were  fifteen  courts  under  one  roof 
in  Dublin,  besides  solicitors'  rooms  and 
an  abundance  of  offloea,  and  coffee  and 
rofreahment  rooms  in  the  wings.  ^  All 
that  was  required  for  the  metropolis  was 
a  similar  building,  but  upon  a  larger 
scale.  All  the  courts  in  London,  except 
the  Bolls  Court,  were  inferior  to  the  worst 
of  the  fifteen  courts  in  Du^jin ;  and  the 
London  Bolls  Cong^gT^^^KS®*:^*^* 
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of  the  Dablin  Coarts.  Bat  there  was  one 
point  in  whioh  ho  thought  the  interestB 
of  the  barristers  was  attended  to  more 
than  that  of  the  pablic,  and  that  was 
as  r^arded  the  question  of  site.  The 
AttomoT  General  bad  stated  that  there 
were  only  three  competing  sites— one  in 
WestmiBstOT)  one  at  Lincoln's  Inn,  and 
one  at  Bell  Tard,  whioh  was  the  best  of 
those  three.  Bnt  there  was  a  superior 
site  still,  and  he  thought  it  a  great  mis- 
take not  to  adopt  it.  One  of  the  greatest 
ornaments  to  Dublin  was  its  quays,  but 
they  were  nothing  as  compared  to  what 
the  Thames  Embankment  would  be.  For 
the  Bar,  and  for  the  dwellers  in  the  three 
Inns  of  Court,  the  site  at  Bell  Tard  might 
be  the  most  convenient,  but  the  public 
would  have  far  more  accommodation  on  the 
embankment  between  Somerset  JEoose 
and  the  Middle  Temple,  Arom  which  po- 
rtion there  would  be  several  moat  facile 
modes  of  access  both  to  Westminster  and 
to  the  City;  independent  of  the  oppor- 
tonity  for  a  magnificent  decoration  to 
Uie  river  frontage.  The  suggestion  was, 
he  snbrnitted,  well  worth  considering,  as 
the  open  ute  fronting  the  river  was  in  all 
respects  much  snpeiior  to  that  jammed  up 
at  Bell  Tard. 

Thi  attorney  general  said,  he 
wished  to  correct  a  misapprehension  under 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
the  University  of  Cambridge  (Mr.  Selwyn] 
appeared  to  labour  with  regard  to  the 
finaucial  porlion  of  the  scheme.  The  whole 
expense  was  to  be  provided  by  the  Trea- 
sury, BO  that  if  there  was  not  a  fund  to 
make  it  good  then  the  Treasury  would 
bear  the  expense ;  but  of  course  the  Trea- 
sury  was  satisfied  there  was  a  fund.  His 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  said  they  should 
look  to  inoome  only,  and  not  to  the  capital ; 
but  he  (the  A  ttomey  General)  looked  to  the 
capital  to  repay  the  State,  the  State  gua- 
ranteeing the  suitors  against  any  possible 
losa  of  their  money.  1^  next  operation 
was  to  provide  for  those  annual  chafes, 
whioh  Uie  £30,000,  the  inoome  of  the  fond 
tdcen,  would  otherwise  meet.  How  was 
that  provided  for  ?  In  the  first  place,  the 
State  guaranteed  all  mdividuals  interested 
against  loss ;  but  then  the  State  was  to  be 
indemnified  by  taking  all  sums  necessary 
to  meet  any  deficiency  from  time  to  time 
arising  in  the  income  to  meet  the  annual 
charges,  out  of  the  other  reserved  half- 
million.  The  Lord  Chancellor  would 
have  power  to  redeem  and  buy  np  the 
compensations  now  ohargeahle  on  that 


fund,  and  apply  the  capital,  the  half- 
million  reserved  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
capital  of  the  half-million  will  come  from 
year  to  year,  till  the  whole  of  the  charge 
fell  In,  in  aid  of  the  other  funds.  A  calcu- 
lation had  been  carefully  made,  that  if 
even  no  portion  of  it  was  redeemed  or 
bought  np  the  application  from  year  to 
year  of  a  suffloient  portion  of  the  half^ 
million  to  meet  the  chaises  otherwise  in- 
sufficient, Uiere  would  be  a  final  extinction 
of  all  those  chains,  so  as  to  put  an  end  to 
the  deficiency  of  the  inoome  in  about  eigh- 
teen years,  and  leave  a  large  balance  in 
band.  He  denied  that  the  House  had  ever 
rejected  the  scheme,  because  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  succeeded  in  a  thin 
House  on  one  occasion  in  gaining  a  majo- 
rity of  one.  The  Bill  might  have  been 
proceeded  with,  bnt  it  was  thought  desir- 
able that  further  inquiry  should  be  made. 
Time  was  given  for  further  inquiry,  and 
the  objections  then  made  have  been  snc- 
cessfnlly  met  in  this  Bill.  From  what 
had  ta^n  place  tliat  evening,  he  felt  con- 
fident that  Uiis  great  measure  would  be 
carried  before  the  present  Session  came  to 
a  dose. 

Motion  i^Md  to. 

Bill  to  supply  means  towards  defraying 
the  expenses  of  providing  Courts  of  Justice, 
and  the  various  offices  belonging  thereto ; 
and  for  other  purposes,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr,  Attounby  GmrenAL,  Mr. 
CowFSB,  and  Mr.  Soucrcon  Gihbbai.. 

Bill  pmmUA,  and  read     [Bill  5]. 


COURTS  OF  JUSTICE  COKGENTRATION 
(SITE)  BILL. 

LEAVE.     FJBSI  SKASING. 

Ub.  COWPER  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  enable  Her  Majesty's  Com- 
missioners of  Works  to  acquire  a  rite  for 
the  erection  and  concentration  of  courts  of 
justice.  He  was  obliged  to  provide  for 
this  by  a  separate  measure,  beoause  by 
the  forms  of  the  House  the  purposes  of 
this  Bill  could  not  be  attained  by  the  Bill 
for  which  the  House  had  just  given  leave. 
He  apprehended  that  there  was  no  diffi- 
culty in  deciding  on  the  best  site  for  the 
new  courts  and  offices.  Tlie  means  of 
preventing  tlie  waste  of  time  now  so  vexa- 
tious and  injurious  were  to  be  sought  by 
concentrating  the  courts  and  offices  near 
the  ohsmbers  of  counsel  and  the  offioes  of 
the  attorneys.  It 
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ieot  was  Terj  easy  to  attoitt,  beoaiue  &e 
legal  profesmoa  were  very  gr^ariona,  and 
loved  to  live  within  the  sound  of  each 
ofhen^  Toces.  Allthelniuof  Conrt  were 
in  olose  contignit^;  and  taking  Carey 
Street  as  a  omtn,  it  would  be  found  that 
all  the  Inns  of  Conrt  and  the  oSloeB  of 
two-thirds  of  the  practiring  attom^s  in 
London  were  within  a  radius  of  a  quarter 
of  a  mile ;  so  that  the  proposed  site,  which 
was  bounded  on  the  north  by  Carey  Street, 
on  the  Bonth  by  the  Strand,  on  the  east 
by  Bdi  Yard,  and  on  the  west  by  Cle- 
ment's Inn,  was  actually  in  the  centre  of 
what  might  be  called  the  legal  district. 
The  site  had  other  advantages.   It  was 
in  a  very  central  part  of  London,  and  was 
placed  between  two  great  thoroughfares, 
Holbom  and  the  Strand — to  Uie  former  of 
which  ready  access  might  be  attained, 
particularly  if  the  improvement  of  making 
a  carriage  road  through  Great  TumBtUe 
should  be  carried  out.    The  thoroughfares 
on  all  the  four  sides  of  the  building  would 
be  made  hige.   In  this  way  a  building 
would  be  erected  not  only  commodious,  but 
suited  to  the  dignifyof  a  Palace  of  Justice. 
Some  people  apprehended  that  the  noise  of 
the  Strand  might  inteifsre  -vnth  the  boai- 
ness  of  the  eonrts ;  but  that  inconvenience 
would  be  easily  avoided  by  placing  the 
courts  in  the  centre  of  the  building,  and 
the  o£Boe8  at  the  side  facing  the  Strand. 
Allusion  hod  been  made  to  other  sites, 
but  it  really  appeared  to  be  practicable  to 
select  no  other  site.   The  space  in  Lin- 
coln's Inn  Fields  was  too  small  to  admit 
of  the  extent  of  building  now  required, 
and,  besides,  he  was  sure  that  the  House 
would  never  agree  to  commit  such  an 
outrage  against  the  healthiness  and  beaaty 
of  the  metropolis  as  to  build  upon  the 
open  space  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.  One 
advantage  in  seleoting  the  site  suggested 
by  the  Government  consisted  in  the  fact 
that  the  houses  required  to  bo  removed 
were  ot  very  little  value,  and  were  so 
anu^ged  t^t  their  remoni  would  be  a 
poatiTe  advantage  to  the  metropolis.  The 
nte  was  now  ooonpied  by  a  ourious  net- 
woric  of  oourts  and  lanee,  so  oonstmoted 
as  to  be  injurious  to  health,  and  there  was 
not  there  a  single  street  in  which  a  carriage 
eonld  pan.   As  to  the  houses,  they  were 
of  that  character  that  no  one  would  wish 
to  see  them  remaining  there  any  longer. 
It  had  been  suggest^  that  it  might  be 
possiUe  to  take  a  site  oonnected  with  the 
Thames  Bmbankment;  bat  by  the  Thamea 
Embankment  Aot  the  gtwaA  aetaallj  »- 
Mr.  Cowper 


clumed  from  the  river  could  not  be  built 
upon,  and  it  would  be  of  too  small  an 
extent  to  contain  any  large  building. 
Another  objection  was  lhat  the  ground 
now  occupied  by  the  houses  m  Arundel 
Street  and  Norfolk  Street,  between  the 
Temple  and  Somerset  Home,  was  of  a 
different  elevation  from  the  proposed  level 
of  the  Thames  Embankment,  and  the  pro- 
perty in  that  neighbonrbood,  instead  of 
b^g  low-priced,  would  be  expeDsive, 
and  thus  the  calculations  on  which  the 
present  measure  was  founded  would  be 
disarranged.  But  the  strong  and  fittal 
objection  to  the  site  of  the  embankment 
was,  that  though  it  was  witiiin  reach  of 
the  legal  quarter,  it  was  at  the  sonth-west 
comer  of  it,  and  was  not  central  and  ad- 
vantageous. With  respect  to  the  site 
propiwed  by  the  Government,  it  would  be 
perfectly  easy,  if  thought  convenient,  to 
have  a  communication  by  a  covered  way 
from  the  Temple  and  lancoln's  Inn  to  the 
new  courts,  and  Temple  Bar  might  in  the 
case  of  the  Temple  be  made  nse  of  for  the 
purpose.  Supposing  the  Bill  to  pass,  it 
would  become  neoessary  to  take  steps  to 
asoertain  by  a  Commianon  of  weH-inibrmed 
persons  the  amount  of  acoommodation  re- 
quired for  each  court  and  its  offices,  and 
what  would  be  the  best  arrangement  to 
meet  the  general  convenience  of  the  public 
and  the  wants  of  the  profession.  After 
their  report  should  be  made,  recourse  must 
be  had  to  the  architect  who  was  to  erect 
the  building.  When  the  nature,  character, 
and  style  of  the  structure  were  clearly 
defined,  it  was  generally  the  best  course 
for  an  employer  to  select  a  single  architect 
in  whom  he  oould  place  confidence  for 
being  able  to  c<mstmct  a  building  of  such 
a  oharaoter  aa  would  prove  satisfactory ; 
but  in  this  particular  case  be  thought  the 
object  would  be  more  securely  attained  by 
a  com^tition  between  a  limited  numb^ 
of  arouteotn  who  stood  hig^  in  thmr  pro- 
foasion.  The  proposal  of  the  Government 
was,  that  when  the  plana  had  been  oleariy 
defined  a  competition  of  architeots  shonu 
be  invited ;  and  the  designs  sent  in  would 
be  oarefdlly  scrutinized,  in  order  that  the 
one  selected  should  not  only  be  most  con- 
ducive to  the  convenience  of  thoee  who 
used  the  building,  but  also  meet  the  wants 
of  the  preset  day  iu  reqwot  to  the  beauty 
and  general  dignity  of  the  struotnre.  The 
right  hon.  Member  o(»ioluded  by  moving 
for  leave  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Motion  ^jr#**^iti,3d  by  Google 
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the  pert  year  been  in  ptogrem  at  Hidy- 
faead  with  that  object,  and  as  soon  as  the 
TreaBury  was  informed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  tiiat  those  works  had  been  com- 
pleted they  would  have  to  conuder  whe- 
ther the  OoTemment  had  not  provided 
every  reasonable  facility  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the  mail  service,  and  whether  the 
penalty  clause  might  not  properly  be 
put  in  force.  As  to  the  second  part 
of  the  question,  he  had  to  inform  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  irregnlarities  in 
lespeot  of  which  the  rights  of  the  Go- 
vernment were  to  arise  must  occur  after 
the  completion  of  five  years  of  tiie  period 
of  the  contract,  and,  therefore,  those 
of  last  year  could  not  be  Ukea  into  ao- 
count  When  the  servioe  hid  been  per- 
formed for  five  years  the  Government 
woiild  have  the  power,  if  the  servioe  did 
not  give  satis&etion,  to  terminate  the  con- 
tract and  purchase  the  packets  of  the 
company. 

FORFEITDBBS  ON  CONTIOTION  OV 
FELONT.— QUESTION. 

Hb.  CHARLES  FORSTEB  asked  the 
Attorney  General,  Wbether,  in  pursuance 
of  his  engagement  of  last  Session,  he  is  pre- 
pared to  introduce  a  Bill,  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  the  present  Session,  to  alter  the 
law  of  Forfeiture  on  conviction  of  Felony? 

The  ATTOENET  GENEEAL  said,  that 
a  Bill  on  the  subject  was  in  preparation, 
but  he  could  hardly  say  he  was  prepared 
to  introduce  it  this  Session. 

MAIN  DRAINAGE  (METROPOLIS). 

QUB8TI01T. 

YiscovnT  ENFTET.T)  asked  the  hon. 
Uember  for  Bath  (Mr.  Tite),  as  a  Member 
of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  The 
progress  made  in  the  Main  Drainage  of  the 
Metropolitan  District,  and  whw  tite  same 
will  probably  be  completed  ? 

Mb.  tite  said,  he  would  endeavonr  to 
answer  the  two  Questions  of  the  Boble 
Jjoi.  The  main  drainage  was  very 
nearly  oompteted.  On  the  Surrey  side,  wit^ 
one  or  two  slight  exceptions,  the  drain- 
^  was  CTlardy  completed ;  the  exceptions 
were,  a  diort  length  of  sewer  at  Putney, 
and  tlie  setting  to  work  of  Uie  pumping 
engines  at  CrosnMs.  On  the  Middlesex 
side  there  were  three  lines  of  sewers.  The 
h^  level  was  entirely  finished,  and  so  was 
tin  middle  level.  These  were  in  a  state 
of  eomplete  operation,  uid  tiie  intentions 


of  those  who  projeoted  them  had  been  eaiw 
ried  into  effsot.   The  only  work  remaining 

was  the  sewer  connected  with  the  Thames 
Embankment,  but  this  was  proceeding  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  On  the  last  inspection 
which  was  made  of  this  sewer,  the  Metro- 
politan Board  found 'that  a  considerable 
length  of  it  had  been  completed,  and  they 
passed  through  from  300  to  400  feet  of  it. 
This  sewer,  from  its  position,  would  be 
completed  long  before  the  embankmrat. 
As  to  the  second  Question,  the  time  at 
whioh  the  works  would  be  completed, 
the  engineer,  in  his  report  of  the  2nd 
instant,  said  that  the  main  drainage 
works  boUi  an  the  north  and  soath 
rides  of  the  Thames  weald  he  oompletod, 
and  come  into  operation,  by  the  29th 
of  March  next,  with  the  exception  of 
the  low  level  sewer  on  tiie  nortii  ride, 
which  was  conneeted  with  the  Thames 
Embankment.  This  would  not  come  into 
complete  operation  until  the  embaukment 
was  tar  advanced,  which  might  probably 
be  in  a  couple  of  years.  The  total  cost 
of  the  entire  works  would  be  about 
£4,000,000  of  money.  The  total  length 
of  the  sewers  was  fifty  miles,  and  the  total 
area  drained  was  115  square  miles. 

GONSTABDLAIlT(IIlELAKD)-CLOIH]NG. 
QUEBIIOV. 

Me.  VAN(3E  asked  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  The  cause  of  the  delay  in  sup- 
plying the  Irish  Constobulary  and  Police 
with  their  clothing ;  and  if  any  arrange- 
ments are  made  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  it  in  foture  ? 

Six  ROBERT  PEEL  Baid,that  the  doth- 
ing  in  question  had  formerly  beoi  supplied 
by  the  War  Department,  bnt  this  ^ear  t^e 
experiment  had  been  made  of  giring  the 
contract  to  a  firm  at  Limerick,  and  some 
delay  had  occurred  in  the  delivnies.  He 
hopeid  that  the  question  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  not,  as  it  might,  produce  any 
inconvenience  to  the  securities  for  the 
contract. 

Mb.  YANCE  asked,  whether  another 
Irish  firm  had  not  the  contract  last  year  ? 

Sib  ROBERT  PEEL:  Yes;  but  not 
for  the  same  work  as  is  to  be  done  hy  flie 
Limerick  firm. 

INDU— AFFAIRS  OF  BHOOTAN, 
auBsnoir. 


LoBD  STANLEY  asked  the  Seorotary 
of  State  for  India,  Whether  he  will  lay 
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state  of  afi^in  in  Bhootan,  eiipecUIly  with 
reference  to  the  rpcent  aoquintion  of  teiri- 
torr  in  thnt  onntitry  ? 

Sn  CHAKLES  WOOD  said,  that  had 

it  not  been  necwBary  to  go  back  aom** 
time  in  order  to  make  the  history  of  thoee 
traosacttons  intelligible,  he  should  have 
]aid  the  papers  on  the  table  as  noon  n» 
Parliament  met ;  but  they  were  in  course 
of  preparation,  and  would  be  produced  ap 
soon  as  they  were  ready.  The  extent  cl 
our  acquisition  would  be  confim>d  to  the 
occupation  of  a  line  of  forta  to  protect  cm 
own  territory. 

GRAND  JURIES  (IRELAND). 
QUXKTION* 

Ua.  HASSARD  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  If  it  is  his  intention  to 
introduce  any  Bill  for  the  alteration  of  the 
Laws  relating  to  Grand  Juries  in  Ireland  ; 
and,  if  it  is  his  intention  so  to  do,  if  he 
will  lay  Buch  Bill  upon  the  table  of  the 
House  in  sufficient  time  to  be  submitted 
to  the  sereral  Orand  Juries  now  about  to 
aaeerable  in  Ireland  } 

SiH  BOBERT  PEEL  aaid>  that  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion  last  year  upon  the 
Bill  introduced  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
'Waterford,  which  the  House  reftued  to 
read  a  second  time,  his  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  ttie  late  Attorney  Omeral 
fat  Ireland  and  himielf  undotook  to  con* 
aidor  thia  question  during  the  recess. 
They  had  considered  it ;  but,  as  they  had 
not  received  from  any  part  of  Ireland  a 
single  representation  that  the  present  sys- 
tem was  not  working  satisfaotorily,  or  in 
favour  of  any  measure  upon  the  subject, 
they  had  not  thought  it  right  to  recom- 
mend the  introduotion  of  any  Bill  upon 
the  subject. 

MOORINGS  AT  CALCUTTA  (INDIA). 

Snt  JAHES  ELPHINSTONE  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  If  any- 
thing as  yet  has  been  determined  on 
towards  replacing  the  defective  moorings 
that  were  carried  away  bodily  during  the 
oyolone  of  October  last  in  the  Calcutta 
river;  and  whether  some  more  efficient 
plan  or  appliance  ought  not  now  to  be 
tried,  in  onler  to  prevent,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  recurrence  of  similar  shipping 
disasters  ? 

Six  CHARLES  WOOD  said,  that  a 
despatch  had  been  addressed  to  the  Qo- 
Tamment  of  India  at  Calcutta,  ulling 
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their  attention  to  this  subject,  bat  it  was 
crossed  by  another  ftom  that  OoTemment 
asking  for  a  supply  of  screw  pilen,  with 
mooring  chains  attached.  Some  doubts 
being  entertained  as  to  the  suffidiency  of 
the  piles  for  which  they  had  asked,  he 
had  appointed  a  small  committee  of  officers 
of  the  Indian  navy  and  Bengal  marine, 
who  were  all  acquainted  with  the  Hooghly, 
to  consider  and  report  to  him  how  it  would 
\*6  most  defiirahle  to  comply  with  the 
desire  of  the  Government  of  India.  As 
Hoon  as  he  had  received  their  report,  it 
would  be  bis  di^ty  to  send  out  the  neoes- 
aary  materials  by  the  overland  route. 

WESTUINSTEB  BRIDGE  (METROPOLIS). 
aoBsnoN. 

Mr.  LOCKE  asked  the  First  Commis- 
sioner of  Works,  Whether  it  is  intended 
to  remove  the  obstructions  erected  along 
the  centre  of  the  carriage  road  over  West- 
minster Bridge ;  and  why  heavy  vehicles 
are  now  not  allowed  to  pass  along  the 
tramways,  for  the  conventence  of  which, 
it  was  said,  they  were  oonstructed  ;  and 
why  light  vehicles  are  now  compelled  to 
paas  along  these  tramways,  oontiuy  to  the 
original  arrangement  ? 

Hb.  COWFEB  said,  tiiat  the  present 
arrangement  was  part  of  the  original  de- 
sign, but  it  was  one  of  whidi  he  never 
approved.  In  July  last,  he  had  request^ 
Mr.  Page  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  remonl 
of  the  tramways  from  the  centre  to  the  side 
of  the  bridge.  He  thought  it  desirable  Uiat 
there  should  be  tramways  to  facilitate  the 
passage  over  the  bridge  of  heavy  vehicles, 
but  that  they  should  be  constructed  without 
flanges,  ^mwaya  in  accordance  with 
that  plan  would  be  laid  down  in  about  a 
month ;  the  centre  of  the  roadway,  bang 
macadamized  and  made  smooth,  voold  be 
reserved  for  light  traffic. 

NEW  COURTS  OF  JUSTICE  SITE. 
QUBsnozr. 

Mb.  WALTER  asked  the  First  Commis- 
sioner of  Works.  Whether  he  has  any 
objection  to  lay  on  the  table  of  the  House 
a  Return  showing  the  number  of  houses 
at  present  standing  on  the  site  proposed 
to  be  taken  by  the  Government  for  the 
erection  of  the  new  Courts  of  Law,  and 
also  the  amount  of  the  Population  residing 
in  those  Houses  ? 

Ma.  COWFEB  said,  there  would  he  no 
difficulty  in  furnishing  a  Betom  specifying 
the  number  of  honies  on  thi^tite  in  aoes- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


{COMMONS) 


209   ^HoHjkatiwfor  OJieet     {Fxbbvast  13, 1865) 


Abolition  £01. 


210 


tion,  bat  he  oonld  not  at  pnsent  state  whe- 
ther the  infonnation  required  with  reapeot 
to  the  nnmber  of  the  population  could  be 
given.  Whatever  information  could  be 
obtained  on  the  ralrjeot  he  should  be  happy 
to  lay  on  the  taUe  of  the  Honw. 

PBIZB  HONET  (INDU). 

1£b.  cox  asked,  When  the  Central  In- 
dian prize  money  will  be  distributed  ? 

Sib  CKABLES  WOOD  said,  that  the 
question  of  the  distribution  of  the  Central 
Indian  prize  money  had  been  Hie  subject 
of  discussion  in  that  House  last  Session, 
and  that  his  noble  Friend  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  had  then  announced  it  to 
be  his  intention  to  abide  by  the  decision  of 
the  Admiralty  Court  with  respect  to  it. 
That  decision  had  not  yet  been  pro- 
nounced, and  no  distr^tion  oould  in  the 
meantime  take  place. 

SAFFRON  HILL  HUBDEK. 
auBsnoN. 

ICb.  LA.WSOK  asked  the  Secretary  for 
the  Home  Bepartment,  Whether  he  has 
made  arrangements  to  delay  the  execution, 
fixed  tor  iwxt  Wednesday  morning, 
FeUadoni,  the  Italian  oonvic^  now  nnder 
sentence  at  deatii  for  the  mnrder  commit' 
ted  at  Saifron  Hill  f 

Sib  GEOBQE  QBET  :  I  have  given 
no  directions  on  the  subject.  A  memorial 
witii  respect  to  the  case  generally  has  been 
presented  to  me  by  Italians,  and  it  is  now 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Judges  who 
tried  the  case.  I  have  not  yet  received 
their  report  upon  it. 

Mb.  BBIGHT  said,  he  wished  to  ask 
the  right  hen.  Baronet  whether  he  did  not 
think  the  case  was  one  which  suggested 
hia  interference  without  regard  to  any 
memorial  with  respect  to  it. 

Sib  GEOBGK  GBEY  said,  the  facts 
upon  which  the  application  for  his  inter- 
fisrence  was  based  were  contained  in  the 
memorial  which  had  been  ^wn  up  by 
certain  Italian  gentlemen  and  presented  to 
him  throng  the  Italian  Kinister,  and  that 
he  had  taken  the  only  course  open  to  him, 
which  was  to  refer  it  immediately  to  the 
Judges  for  thor  opinion. 

Ub.  BBIGHT :  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  the  memorial  was  presented  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  before  the  date 
of  the  confession  of  the  murder  alleged  to 
have  been  made  by  another  Italian. 

Sib  GEOBGE  GBEV  :  I  reaUy  think 
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it  does  not  conduce  to  the  administration 
of  justice  that  such  questions  should  be 
put.  I  am  not  aware  Uiat  any  other 
Italian  has  confessed  that  he  committed 
the  murder.  The  manorial  was  presented 
to  me  on  Friday  last 

SUPPLY. 

Solution,  "That  a  supply  be  granted 
to  Her  Majesty,"  reported^  and  agreed  to, 
Nemine  Contradicente. 

Sjjpplx— Committee  appointed  for  Wed" 
neaday, 

QUALIFICATION  FOR  OFFICES  ABOLI. 
TION  BILL.— SECOND  READING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Mb.  HADFIELD  said,  this  Bill  having 
been  repeatedly  discussed,  he  introduced 
it — acting  upon  the  recommendation  which 
had  been  made  to  him  by  one  or  two 
Gentlemen  for  whose  opinions  he  bad  the 
highest  respect — with  a  viev  to  its  being 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee^  and  on 
the  understanding  that  that  course  was  to 
be  adopted,  he  moved  that  tJbe  BOl  be 
read  a  second  time. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
seoond  time.— (ifi*.  Ma^li.) 

Mb.  KEWDEGATE  said,  he  did  not 
propose  to  interfrae  witii  tiie  understand- 
ing referred  to  1^  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sheffield,  as  existing  in  the  House ;  but  he 
thought  it  necessary,  having  six  times 
opposed  tbe  passing  of  this  Bill,  and  it 
passed  the  House  by  a  majority  of  only 
two  last  Session,  to  beg  the  House  to  allow 
him  to  state  distinctly  that  his  objection 
to  the  principle  of  the  Bill  remained  totally 
unabated.  The  hon.  Member  was  a  veiy 
skilled  and  successful  blockade-runner  up 
to  a  certain  point.  He  had  six  times,  by 
dexterous  management,  induced  that  House 
to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  six  times  it  had  been  rejected 
by  that  House.  Perhaps  the  House  would 
aUow  him  to  refer  to  the  substance  of  this 
Bill.  In  1838,  when  the  Test  and  Cozpo- 
ration  Acts  were  repealed,  it  was  enacted 
that  members  of  the  municipal  corpora- 
tions, and  the  high  officers  of  State,  as 
well  as  other  officials,  should  make  a 
declaration  that  they  would  use  no  power 
accruing  to  them,  and  no  influence  accru- 
ing  to  them  by  virtue  of  their  office,  for 
the  purpose  of  attacking  the  Church  of 
England,  or  dispoBsessing  tbe  bishops  or 
olergy,  or  the  Qhnroh  as  a  corporati^  of 
4-H  S 
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the  property  or  rights  to  which  they  were  | 
entitled  by  law.  Nothing  conld  be  more  \ 
reasonable  than  that  dedaration,  because 
BO  long  88  the  Cfaoioh  oontiniied  united  to 
the  State,  it  was  but  reasonable  that  the 
powers  of  the  State  dionld  not  be  used  to 
the  detriment  of  the  Church,  or  of  the 
property  or  rights  guaranteed  to  her  by 
the  State  ;  but  to  this  declaration  the  hon. 
Kember  for  Sheffi^d,  and  those  who  went 
with  him,  objected,  on  the  part  of  certain 
persons  who  professed  that  they  did  not 
desire  to  attack  the  Churoh  in  any  way. 
It  never  seemed  reasonable  to  the  other 
Honse  to  reliere  Oentlemen  of  the  neces- 
sity of  making  a  declaration  thaA  they 
would  not  do  that  which  they  pn^insed 
tb^  had  no  intention  of  doing.  He  was 
aware  that  the  hon.  Uember  for  Sheffield 
(Ur.  Hadfield)  had  pointed  out  that 
although  the  great  officers  of  State,  and 
many  of  the  officials  of  the  (Jovemment, 
were  compelled  bjr  law  to  make  tbis  de- 
claration, they  did  not  make  it^  but  he 
omitted  the  not  that  the  lapses  in  this 
respect  are  not  unreasonably  coTered  by 
the  Indemnity  Act.  For  whet  was  the 
truth?  The  oaths  takm  by  fhem  on 
entering  office  were  to  the  same  purport 
as  the  deehvation  ;  «nd,  therefore,  if 
those  offlcialB  did  not  make  the  deelar»> 
tion,  the  oaths  which  they  had  taken 
were  sufficient,  effecting  the  same  purpose, 
and  the  omission  of  the  declaration  was 
covered  by  the  Indemnity  Act.  But  in 
the  case  of  the  members  and  officers  of 
corporations  no  such  oaths  were  taken 
to  prevent  a  coUinon  between  the  powers 
of  the  State  and  the  rights  of  the  Churoh ; 
the  two  cases  were  not  parallel,  and, 
therefore,  lard  John  Bussell  in  1828,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  late  Sir  Bobert 
Peel,  retained  this  declaration,  the  sub- 
stance of  wMch  was  recognised  hj  the 
Act  of  1829  for  the  removslof  the  Soman 
Catholic  disabilitiea;  again  in  the  act 
toudiing  Koravians  and  Quakers;  and 
again  in  the  act  by  which  Jewish  Kem* 
hers  assumed  their  seats  in  that  House. 
This,  therefore,  was  a  fundamental  com- 
pact, renewed  up  to  a  period  within  six 
years  of  the  present  time.  He  pointed  out 
these  facts  to  show  that  the  Honse  was 
abont  to  delate  to  a  Select  Committee 
the  consideratioa  of  one  of  the  gravest 
principles  which  could  be  brought  under 
fhe  cognizance  of  the  House,  or  to  which 
its  attention  coold  be  drawn.  Having 
pconted  these  oinmmBtauoes  oat  88  a  reason 
ror  guarding  himself  from  being  supposed 
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in  any  W9j  to  htfre  relaxed  his  olgections 
or  his  opposition  to  the  prin^tle  of  the 
Bill,  he  thanked  the  Honse  for  aUowing 
him  to  make  this  statement. 

Motion  agrMd  to. 

Bill  read  2"  and  eommiited  to  a  Selflot 

Committee. 

And  on  Karoh  1,  Select  Committee  ne- 
minated,  as  follows :  — 

Mr.  HiDrisLs,  Mr.  Pbu,  Mr.  L.  Enia,  Sir 
JoHH  TsiuwifT,  Mr.  W.  E.  Foutsb,  Mr.  BaiOHT. 
Mr.  RuniratoH  Mills,  Mr.  Biiias,  Lord  Robsbt 
Momieti,  Sir  Baoox  Bsnwii,  Mr.  EmrAaa 
EaxBToii,  Uc,  Souna-Boera,  Mr.  Mownur, 
Mr.  B.  hom,  and  Mr.  F.  S.  Powsu  >-Vlf  to  be 
the  qoomm. 

PRISONS  BILL. 

luvB.   nxsT  uu>nre. 

Sm  GEORGE  GREY,  in  moving  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  consolidate  and 
amend  the  W  relating  to  prisons^  said : 
In  the  oonrse  of  last  ;^ear  I  pn^toeed 
and  obtaiaed  leave  te  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  law  rdating  to  prisons.  That 
measure  was  founded  mainly  on  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Select  Committee  ctf 
the  Honse  of  Lords,  which  sat  in  the  pre* 
ceding  Session  ;  and  the  object  of  the  Bill 
was  to  give  effect  to  certain  of  those  reoom 
mendations  with  a  view  to  insure  greater 
uniformity  t>oth  in  the  construction  of 
prisons  and  in  the  discipline  and  treatment 
of  the  prisoners,  and  also  to  insure  the  en- 
forcement of  sentences  of  hard  labour,  with 
respect  to  which  the  evidence  taken  before 
the  Select  Committee  showed  that  there 
had  been,  in  some  instances,  great  defects 
under  the  existing  law.  The  Bill  con- 
tained some  provisions,  also  in  aooordaaoe 
with  the  Bepwt  of  the  Committee^  tar  the 
discontinnanee  of  certain  priacmSf  eitiur 
unnecessary  from  local  circumstances,  or 
which  from  their  oonstrootion  and  sue,  or 
from  the  smallness  and  inefloienoy  of 
their  stafi,  were  utterly  inadequate  for 
the  purpose  for  which  they  were  intended 
— namuy,  the  P^P^  confinement  of 
prisoners.  That  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time  by  a  considerable  minority,  and  its 
principle  generally  approved.  But  among 
those  who  approved  its  principle  and 
supported  the  second  reading,  there  were 
differences  of  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
extent  to  which  it  should  be  appUed,  some 
thinking  that  it  did  not  go  for  niough,  and 
that  certain  provisions  were  omitted  which 
ought  to  be  indoded  in^any  efficient 
Bifl  for  the  ame«^^»S!^b9idC|^^aaw. 
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The  Bin  mi  oommitied  jwv  formdf  when 
oeitftin  alfentioiu  were  made  in  it ;  bnt, 
ftt  a  late  period,  after  the  diacusuon 
which  had  taken  place,  it  waa  thought 
better  to  withdraw  the  Bill  for  the 
Searion*  with  a  view  to  give  greater  con* 
aideration  to  the  Bubjeot  generally,  during 
the  reoeea,  and  especially  to  oonsicler  how 
far  the  au^;estions  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred could  be  embodied  in  the  Bill. 
The  only  difference  of  opinion  between 
myself  and  those  who  made  these  sugges- 
tions was  not  as  to  the  objects  to  be 
attained,  or  the  expediency  of  attaining 
them,  bat  simply  as  to  the  practicability 
of  laying  down  rules  in  an  Act  of  Farlia- 
ment  which  would  effect  the  objects  in 
view.  Daring  the  recess,  I  have  given 
a  great  deal  of  eonsideration  to  the  subject, 
and  as  the  reenlt  of  that  oonrideration  I 
am  now  moving  for  leave  to  introdaoe 
the  present  Bill.  The  first  Bog^eation— 
one  which  most  naturally  occur  to  any 
one  who  endeavoured  to  extract  from  the 
many  Acts  through  which  they  are 
scattered  the  provisions  affecting  the 
oonstruotion  of  gaols  and  the  treatment 
and  discipline  of  prisoners  is  that  it 
was  desirable  to  consolidate  the  existing 
law.  The  preeent  law  ia  scattered  over 
a  great  variety  of  Acts.  It  is  forty-two 
years  tiDoe  the  last  consolidation  on  this 
subject  was  attempted.  In  the  year  1823 
the  4th  Ofo.  TV.  c.  64,  waa  passed,  and 
the  preamble  to  that  Act  is  very  nearly 
applicable  to  the  state  of  things  which  we 
have  now  to  deal  with.  But  since  that 
period  much  experience  has  been  obtained 
upon  the  luhjeot,  and  a  great  alteration  of 
opioioa  has  taken  jdaoe,  in  some  respects 
founded  upon  that  experience.  I  may 
add,  that  great  improvements  have  been 
made  both  in  the  construction  of  prisons 
and  in  the  enforcement  of  prison  discipline 
since  that  period.  That  Act  waa  deficient  in 
an  important  particular,  for  it  only  applied 
to  county  prisons,  and  to  a  limited  number 
of  prisons  in  cities  and  towns,  omitting  the 
great  balk  of  what  we  term  borough  prisons. 
^0  sooner  was  that  Act  passed,  than  it  be- 
came neeesBB^  to  amend  it.  Other  Acts 
were  passed  in  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh, 
and  succeeding  years  of  the  reign  of  Geoige 
TL,  adding  supplementary  proviaons  to 
those  contained  in  the  4th  G0O.  lY.  c.  64. 
In  fact,  aearoely  a  year  passed  that  sune 
enactment  applioable  to  prisons  wu  not 
sanctioned  by  the  Legislature.  The  prin- 
cipal Act  passed  ainee  the  consolidating 
statote  was  thai  passed  ht  the  seetmd 


and  third  yean  of  the  rdgn  of  Her 
present  Ka^iesty,  extending  the  fbrmer 
Act  to  all  county  and  boroagh  jprisoos, 
except  those  appropriated  ex^nsively  to 
debtors.  Even  witK  regard  to  statutory 
rules,  forming  bat  a  small  portion  of 
the  rules  applioable  to  prisons,  it  ia 
necessary  to  look  into  these  two  Acta 
pasted  at  so  considerable  an  interval ;  these 
rules,  moreover,  are  not  classified  accord- 
ing to  their  different  nature,  so  that  it  is 
exceedingly  difficult  to  ascertain  exactly 
what  is  the  law  upon  any  particular  point. 
I  propose,  therefore,  in  the  present  Bill, 
to  consolidate  the  main  provisions  of  the 
existing  law  on  these  subjects  —  as  to 
the  constraction  and  maintenance  of  pri- 
sons, aa  to  the  appointment  and  duties  of 
officers,  and  as  to  the  discipline  and  treat- 
ment of  prisoners ;  in  doing  which  it  will 
be  necessary  to  repeal,  wholly  or  in  part,  a 
variety  of  statutes,  thirteen,  I  believe,  in 
number,  which  are  now  in  farce.  The  jBill 
is  essentially  one  of  great  detail,  and  I  will 
not  do  more  on  the  present  occasion  than 
sketch  the  outline  of  its  provisions ;  I  shall 
not  enter  into  minute  points  until  it  is 
printed  and  in  the  hands  of  Members, 
which  I  hope  will  be  the  case  in  a  very 
few  days,  for  the  Bill  is  now  in  type,  and 
only  awaits  revision  on  some  few  points 
requiring  care  and  attention.  The  Bill 
will  be  not  only  a  Consolidating  Bill,  but 
one  for  the  amendment  of  the  law.  The 
object  of  these  amendments  will  be  to  se- 
cure such  a  construction  of  prisons  as  will 
provide  facilities  for  the  separation  of  pri- 
soners, and  insure  that  separation;  and, 
further,  these  amendments  will  secure  the 
providing  of  means  in  every  prison  &r 
enforcing  sentences  of  hard  labour,  and 
will  require  that  the  prisoners  are  ac- 
tually subjected  to  the  hard  labour  to 
which  they  are  sentenced.  The  mode 
in  which  it  is  proposed  that  this  shall 
be  done  is  that  the  Treasury  allowance 
for  the  maintenance  of  prisoners  shall  be 
withheld,  where  it  appears  by  a  certificate 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  that  the  require- 
ments of  the  law  in  these  respects  have 
not  been  complied  with.  Ample  oppor- 
tunity will  be  given  to  the  prison  authori- 
ties for  making  a  statement  of  facts  in  their 
ovm  justification  before  any  certificate  is 
given ;  and  in  every  sach  case  the  facts 
and  reascms  for  the  course  pimiued  will  be 
laid  before  Parliament  The  procedure 
in  these  cases  will  resemble  that  under 
the  Constabulary  Act.  which  has  worked 
BO  well  that  this  principle  nu^  weU  be 
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adopted  vith  regard  to  pciaona.  It  is  also 
proposed  that  if,  after  a  connderabLe  in- 
terval, noeflSoient  means  are  taken  to  com- 
ply with  the  reqairements  of  the  law,  tiie 
prisons  in  question  shall  be  discontinued, 
and  the  prisons  removed  to  other  pri- 
sons ;  the  prison  authorities  of  Uie  discon- 
tinued gaol  becoming  liable  to  the  same 
expenses  for  their  maintenance  to  which 
they  would  have  been  liable  before.  There 
will  be  a  schedule  attached  to  this  Bill  of 
prisons  either  unnecessary  or  so  bad  in 
construotiott  and  management  as  to  make 
it  undenrable  that  they  should  be  retained. 
There  are  twosnbjeots  of  great  impwtance, 
re^rding  which  suggestions  were  made 
in  the  course  of  the  debates  last  year,  to 
which  I  wish  to  The  first  of 

these  is  the  definition  of  "hard  labour.'* 
A  desire  was  expressed  that  tiiis  should 
be  dearly  defined  so  that  no  discretion 
should  be  left  to  thoee  who  have  the 
managemoit  of  prisons  with  regard  to  the 
manner  of  enforcing  it.  The  second  was 
that  the  rules,  instead  of  being  made  under 
authority  derived  from  Parliament,  should, 
aa  far  as  possible,  be  made  by  Parliament 
itself,  and  be  contained  in  a  schedule  to  the 
Act.  With  regard  to  hard  labour,  I  stated 
last  year  the  difficulty  I  felt  in  framing 
an  e^iaustive  definition  of  hard  labour.  It 
is  very  easy  to  say  that  certain  employ- 
ments shall  be  considered  bard  labour ;  but 
it  is  impossible,  without  subjecting  the 
authorities  of  prisons  to  great  inoonveni- 
once  and  depriving  them  5  their  £ur  dis< 
eretion,  to  say,  as  recommended  by  the 
Lords'  Committee,  that  hard  labour  shall 
consist  of  nothing  else  but  the  tread- 
whed,  crank,  and  diot>drilL  Thneare, 
indeed,  places  whne  hard  ItAtour  is  en* 
forced,  and  well  mforced,  when  these 
particular  forma  of  punishment  are  not 
adopted.  II  is,  however,  dedrable  that 
tiiere  should  not  be  the  same  amount  of 
discretion  left  to  the  authorities  as  to 
what  is  hard  labour  as  at  present.  I 
propose,  therefore,  to  enumerate  certain 
kinds  of  hard  labour,  with  a  view  to  indi- 
cate generally  the  views  of  Parliament  on 
the  subject.  After  that  X  should  propose 
to  give  to  the  visiting  justices,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  a 
discretion  as  to  what  kind  of  hard  labour 
shall  be  adopted  where  the  enumerated 
kinds  are  not  or  cannot  be  enforced.  A 
maximum  of  hours,  during  which  certain 
kinds  of  hard  labour  can  be  enforced  in 
a  day,  now  exists  by  law.  I  propose 
that  there  shall  be  also  a  minimnm  to  be 
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nndeqpme  by  pemms  daring  tiie  earliw 
part  a  pristnier^B  sentence.*  I  have 
adopted  tins  view  after  communioaticoi 
with  persons  of  expwience,  who  think  it 
extremely  desirable,  in  order  to  stimulate 
the  industry  and  good  conduct  of  prisoners, 
that  power  should  be  given  to  the  ma- 
gistrates to  diminish  even  the  minimum 
amount  of  hard  labour  after  a  certain 
period  of  the  sentence  has  expired.  I 
recently  visited,  in  company  with  Sir  W, 
Crofton,  Winchester  Gaol,  where  a  new 
system  has  been  brought  into  operation, 
and  where,  from  all  appearance,  it  is  an- 
swering exceedingly  well.  I  found  there 
the  tr^wheel  and  crank  in  full  opera- 
tion.  IMsoners  sentenced  to  hard  la- 
bour are  employed  in  that  way  during 
the  earlier  period  of  the  sentence,  and  that 
for  a  consulerable  portion  <tf  every  day. 
Bnt  I  found  also  that  one-fbnrth  of  the 
prisoners — and  that,  I  was  infbrmed,  is  the 
ordinary  average— are  placed  on  a  non- 
effective list,  and  are  never  transferred  to 
the  efifeotiTe  list.  The  consequenm  is  that 
though  sentenced  to  hard  labour  they  are 
not  put  to  that  kind  of  labour  whiw  ap- 
plies to  the  ablebodied  man,  but  to  other 
kind  of  labour,  such  aa  oakum-picking, 
which  men  of  no  great  physical  strength 
are  able  to  perform.  I  found  that  after 
some  months  of  strict  enforcement  of  hu-d 
labonr,  when  a  prisoner  has  been  indus- 
trious and  well  conducted,  the  visiting 
justices  make  it  a  rule  that  there  shall 
be  a  gradual  diminution  of  the  hard 
labour,  and  before  the  end  of  his  im- 
prisonment the  prisoner  may  be  alto- 
gether released  from  that  species  of  la- 
bour. If  this  practice  answers  well,  I 
think  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  deprive 
the  justices  of  this  discretion,  by  whidi 
the  discipline  of  the  gaol  may  be  more 
efficientiy  kept  up.  The  Bill  will  be  so 
framed  as  to  meet,  as  far  as  possible,  such 
a  system  of  discipline  as  prevails  at  Win- 
chester. With  regard  to  the  rulee  appli- 
cable to  prisons,  there  are  some  which  are 
statutOTy  rules,  being  contained  in  two  Acts 
of  Parliament,  while  others  have  been  made 
b^  the  visiting  jnstices  firom  time  to  time 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Some  rules  are  genenl,  while 
others  are  applicable  to  one  prison  and  not 
to  others,  and  these  rules  are  far  more 
numerous  than  those  which  are  statutory. 
I  have  had  both  classes  of  rules  very  care- 
folly  revised,  and  have  endeaToined  to 
make  a  code  dasrifying  them  aowvding  (o 
the  Bolg'eot-mfitter.  I  pnmpN  to  insert 
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them  in  the  sohedole  of  the  Bill,  bo  thai 
thej  will,  if  the  Bill  pass,  be  generally 
binding  npon  all  prisons  thronghout  the 
country.  Still  there  may  be,  and  mnet 
be,  exceptional  cases,  and  I  propose  atill 
to  resenre  power  to  the  Tiaiting  justices, 
with,  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
to  make  supplementary  roles,  provided 
they  are  not  inconsistent  wiUi  those 
enacted  by  Parliament.  With  regard  to 
the  question  of  dietary,  I  have  found  it 
impoanble  to  insert  atra*  fixed  dietary  in 
the  Bill.  Dietaries  differ  very  widely  in 
different  parts  of  the  oonntry,  according 
to  the  fiwd  of  the  labouring  population ; 
and  to  have  one  uniform  scale  fimm  naeOi 
to  Bonth  and  from  east  to  west  would  not 
be  generally  approved  by  tibose  who  have 
had  the  greatest  experience.  I  sent  the 
dietary  tables  suggested  by  the  Commit- 
tee to  whom  this  subject  was  referred 
to  the  authorities  of  every  prison  in  the 
kingdom.  In  some  prisons  they  have  been 
adopted,  and  in  others  reasons  have  been 
given  for  not  adopting  them.  These 
reasons  the  Honse  wiU  have  an  opportunity 
of  considering  before  the  Bill  is  disposed 
of.  They  have  brought  me  to  the  conda- 
uon  that  yon  cannot  lay  down  absolutely 
a  fixed  dietary  scale,  and  tiiat  if  yon  have 
a  maximum  and  a  minimum  the  difference 
would  be  BO  wide  that  it  would  be  of 
little  use.  The  recommendations  of  the 
Committee,  howevw,  have  led  to  improve- 
ment in  the  existing  dietary  tables,  and 
to  a  greater  approximation  to  nnifoimi^ 
than  has  prevdAed  at  any  former  period. 
"Witii  r^ard  to  supplementary  rules,  which 
it  is  proposed  to  leave  the  magistrates  the 
power  to  make,  they  will  be  compara- 
tively few.  If  tiie  House  adopt  the  sche- 
dule which  I  propose  to  add  to  the  Bill,  it 
will  contain  nearly  all  that  is  essential  to 
the  discipline  and  management  of  prisons. 
The  Bill  of  last  Session  contained  certain 
provisions  with  respect  to  the  discon- 
tinuance of  certain  prisons.  I  have  been 
asked  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Devizes 
(Mr,  Darby  GrifKth)  whetiier  I  propose 
to  include  the  prison  at  Abingdon  in  the 
schedule.  Last  year  I  inserted  clauses 
in  the  BUI  with  regard  to  Abingdon  Gaol, 
which  I  proposed  should  be  discontinued. 
The  Quarter  Sesaiona  for  Berkshire  had 
adopted  a  resolution  in  favour  of  the  dis- 
coutinuanoe  of  that  prison,  and  it  appeared 
to  me  tiiat  Berkahire  ia  not  a  county  in 
whi^  it  was  necessary  tiiat  two  oounty 
prisons  should  be  maintained.  I  have  sub- 
sequently leceiTBd  many  communications 
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on  the  subject,  and  evidence  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Quarter  Sessions,  which 
showed  that  very  great  diffraence  of  opi- 
nion exists  among  the  justices,  and  that 
their  decision  was  by  no  means  unanimous. 
As  the  question  is  chiefly  one  of  expense, 
and,  therefore,  to  be  decided  b][  the  ma- 
gistrates and  inhabitants  of  the  connty; 
and  as  ver^  conflicting  opinions  have  been 
expressed  in  different  parts  of  the  county, 
I  think  that  the  case  stands  on  an  en- 
tirely difibrent  fboting  from  that  of  the 
other  prisons  inserted  in  the  schedule,  and 
which,  bytherepmrts  of  the  Prison  Inspec- 
tors, are  unfit  fw  the  reception  of  priscm- 
ers.  I  have  not,  ther^Hre,  inserted  Abing- 
don in  the  scdtedule  of  the  present  BilL  At 
the  same  time,  it  is  quito  competent  for 
the  hon.  Gentleman  or  any  one  connected 
with  Berkshire  to  raise  this  question,  and 
if  they  can  show  that  a  desire  exists  on 
the  part  of  tiie  magistrates  or  the  rate- 
payers generally  that  the  prison  shall  be 
abolished,  I  shall  find  it  difficult  to  give 
a  good  reason  why  it  should  be  retained. 
It  is,  however,  a  question  of  local  con- 
venience and  local  interest,  and  not  one 
which  necessarily  forms  a  part  of  a  Bill  of 
this  kind.  I  have  now  given  the  House 
a  gnieral  sketeh — and  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  do  more— of  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill.  It  has  been  a  vork  of  great 
labour  to  effect  this  consolidation  and  re- 
vise the  rules,  and  I  can  hardly  hope 
that  it  has  been  accomplished  in  such  a 
way  as  to  prevent  an  experienced  e^e 
from  discovering  many  imperfections  in  it. 
The  question  appears  to  me  to  be  one 
eminentiy  fit  for  the  consideration  of  a 
Select  Committee.  If,  therefore,  the  House 
should  agree  to  the  introduction  and  se- 
cond reading  of  Uie  Bill,  I  should  propose 
to  refer  it  to  a  Select  Committee,  by  whom 
all  matters  of  detail  can  be  carefully  con- 
sidered. I  hope  that  Gentlemen  of  ex- 
perience will  consent  to  assist  in  such  a 
Committee,  and  I  think  that  when  the 
Bill  comes  down  to  ns  it  will,  if  sanctioned 
by  Parliament,  effect  a  great  improvement 
in  the  present  law,  make  it  easier  of  admi- 
nistration, and  promote  the  great  objects 
of  prison  legislation.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet ooncladed  by  moving  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  consolidate  and  amend 
the  kw  relating  to  Prisons. 

Sn  FKANCIS  OOLDSHID  wished  to 
i«mark  with  regud  to  Abingdon  Gaol  that 
the  Court  of  Quarter  Sesmons  had  expres- 
sed an  o^num  that  it  was  uiuMeessary. 
The  average  number  <rfprisoneninitTTM 
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only  fire.  I4trge  counties  found  one  priaon 
quite  sufficient,  and  the  question  was  whe- 
ther the  county  of  Berka  was  to  continue 
to  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  inhabit- 
ants of  Abingdon  and  the  officers  of  the 
gaol.  He  trusted  that  Abingdon  would 
yet  be  inserted  in  the  schedule. 

Mb.  KOBRIS  said,  there  had  been  re- 
peated discussions  of  the  subject  at  the 
Quarter  Seuions  in  the  last  ten  years,  but 
out  of  ten  dirisions  there  had  been  six  in 
favour  of  the  gaol,  and  four  only  for  its 
removal.  The  county  was  almost  equally 
divided  on  the  subject :  the  majority  of 
the  magistrates  were  desirous  that  the 
Sessions  should  always  be  held  at  Beading, 
bat  the  majority  of  die  inhabitants  desired 
that  they  should  be  held  at  AMngdon, 
and,  therefore,  dedred  that  the  gaol  ahoold 
be'  retwned.  Now,  as  the  oonvenience  of 
the  ratepayers  was  involved  in  the  reten- 
tion of  the  gaol,  he  hoped  no  further 
steps  would  be  taken  to  do  away  with  it. 

Kb.  WALTER  thought  that  the  reasons 
which  had  been  just  allied  by  his  hon. 
Friend  were  quite  sufficient  to  induce  the 
House  to  consent  that  Abingdon  Gaol 
should  be  included  in  the  schedule,  with 
a  view  to  the  subject  being  considered  by 
the  Select  Committee.  That  was  all  the 
favour  he  (Mr.  Walter)  sought.  The 
county  of  Berks  bad  been  in  a  state  of  dis- 
sennon  for  many  years  past,  owing  to  the 
continnance  of  the  gaol,  which  had  been  a 
great  bone  of  contention.  The  specific 
advantage  which  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Abingdon  (Ur.  Norris)  claimed  for 
gexA.  would  soucely  be  suffleient  to  in- 
duce the  House  to  retain  it.  His  hon. 
Friend  did  not  speak  of  it  as  a  gaol  re- 
quired for  the  oocommodatioii  of  prisoners, 
for  that  was  not  the  ease,  but  merely 
looked  to  the  local  convenience  of  jury* 
men,  who  would  have  to  come  twice  a 
year  to  Abingdon.  That  was  about  the 
sum  and  substance  of  the  advantage  of  re- 
taining the  gaol.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  entailed  a  loss  upon  the  county  of  £500 
a  year.  As  it  was  impossible  to  dispose 
of  the  question  except  by  legislation,  he 
thought  the  Honse  would  hardly  refnse  to 
refer  it  to  the  Select  Committee,  and  when 
the  time  should  come,  he  should  make  a 
Motion  with  that  object, 

Sm  BALDWIN  LEIGHTON  said,  that 
when  Bills  were  brought  in  referring  to 
statntes  which  required  great  alterations, 
all  the  former  laws  ought  to  be  repealed, 
and  the  whole  brought  under  ime  Act 
SiM  brother  magistrates  would  bear  him 


out  when  he  qioke  of  the  great  diffi- 
culty which  was  felt  when  they  had  to 
wade  through  a  great  many  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment. Now  the  gist  of  the  present  Bill 
was  the  consolidation  of  all  the  statutes 
into  one.  With  regard  to  the  questions  of 
dietary  and  hard  labour,  it  would,  in  his 
opinion,  be  dangerous  to  lay  down  one 
stringent  rule.  The  visiting  justices,  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
should  be  allowed  some  dight  power  of 
alteration,  if  they  found  it  necessary.  The 
Government  at  present  paid  only  the  cost 
of  prisoners  who  were  sent  to  penal  servi- 
tude, and  that  was  a  point  upon  which 
they  would  do  well  to  be  more  liberal. 
He  saw  no  reason  why  Government  should 
not  pay  the  whole  cost  of  thoae  who  were 
convicted  both  at  Quuter  8ein«u  and 
Aastses. 

Mx.  NEATE  said,  that  one  of  the  great 
difficulties  at  present  experienced  was 
the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  treatment  of 
prisoners.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice  had 
recently  stated  that  the  treatment  was  so 
different  in  different  counties  that  the 
Judges  did  not  know  what  they  were  sen- 
tencing a  prisoner  to  when  they  sentenced 
him  to  twelve  mouths*  imprisonment. 
Now  he  (Mr.  Neate)  did  not  think  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  suffleient  to  secure 
that  uniformity.  The  only  security  for 
ensuring  uniformity  was  that  the  Treasury 
should  withhold  its  payments  if  tho  regu- 
lations were  not  complied  with.  He 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Baronet  who  had 
just  spoken,  that  the  State  ought  to  be 
more  liberal  in  its  dealings  with  the  oonntry 
magistrates;  bnt,  in  retimi,  f3ie  State  onght 
to  esaot  a  greater  control  Ovw  tlie  treat- 
ment of  the  prisoners.  He  held  that  the 
appointment  of  the  Governors  of  the  county 
prisons  ought  to  be  subject  to  the  approv^ 
of  the  Home  Secretary,  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  managers  of  workhouses  were  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  President  of  Uie 
Poor  Law  Board,  and  they  should  not  be 
dismissed  vrithout  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary.  A  very  remarkable  election  to 
a  county  gaol  bad  lately  taken  place  in  the 
West  Riding,  and  it  was  his  intention  to 
bring  that  subject  under  the  notice  of  the 
House,  if  possible,  to-morrow,  by  moving 
for  a  Return  in  connection  with  that  elec- 
tion. 

Mk.  ADDERLEY  said,  he  thongfat  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Seor»- 
iti^  had  faithfiiUy  ledeemed  the  pledge 
which  he  gave  to  tiie  House  in  the  lut 
Seanon,  to  deal  with  thii  impertaat  nib- 
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ject  by  a  ConBolidation  Act.  The  right 
faon.  Gentleman  had  had  last  Session  a 
difficult  task  in  dealing  with  two  Beports 
— the  Beport  of  the  ^yal  Commission  on 
Penal  Servitude,  and  the  Report  of  the 
Lords'  Committee  on  Prison  Discipline. 
He  had,  in  fiut,  to  revise  at  once  our 
whole  eeoondary  system  of  punishment. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  dealt  first  with 
penal  servitude,  but  not  so  bb  to  dispense 
with  ticketa-of-leave,  but  retaining  them 
with  oonditions  whidi  he  himself  con- 
demned, and  he  did  not  deal  with  the 
aufajeot  by  way  of  oonsoti^tion.  ^noe 
the  end  of  last  Seeeion  the  last  trace  and 
vestige  of  transportation  had  been  abao* 
Intely  aholidied,  and  now  that  tiie  substi- 
tution of  penal  servitude  was  complete,  it 
was  high  time  to  consolidate  the  law  re- 
lating to  it.  Bat  with  regard  to  prison 
discipline,  it  was  satisfactory  to  know  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  about  to 
attempt  to  consolidate  the  law.  The  Acts 
of  Qeoi^e  the  Fourth  and  William  the 
Fourth  were  the  two  principal  Acts  on 
that  subject,  and  both  contained  sohednles 
of  gaol  rules ;  the  last,  to  a  certain  extent, 
repealing  those  of  the  fint — so  that  it  was 
veiy  difficult  for  any  one  to  say  what  were 
the  prescribed  gaol  rules  for  the  whole 
kingdom.  There  were  many  minor  Acts 
in  the  statute-book  upon  prison  discipline 
which  would  all  be  repealed  by  this  Bill, 
rad  tiie  law  relating  to  prison  discipline, 
if  the  Bill  passed,  would  be  in  future  con- 
tained in  one  statute  only.  That  would  be 
a  most  uesfhl  piece  of  legislation,  and  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
succeed.  He  did  not  quite  gather  that  the 
Bill  carried  out  folly  the  recommendations 
of  the  Lords'  Committee  in  all  points.  The 
most  material  recommendations  were,  uni- 
formity of  rales,uniformity  of  classification, 
and  the  definition  of  hard  labour.  He 
understood  the  Bill  provided  nniformiiy  of 
rulea  in  all  the  gaols  in  the  kingdom,  as 
far  as  possible.  With  regard  to  dietary, 
however,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  seemed 
to  think  it  difficult  to  adopt  the  Beport  of 
the  three  Medical  Commissioners  to  whom 
he  referred  this  subject,  and  fix  a  maximum 
and  minimum  dietary,  the  effect  of  which 
would  be  to  restrict  the  wide  discrepancies 
whieh  had  hitherto  existed.  He  would 
fii^,  howevCT,  that  on  an  ^proximately 
uniform  dtetaiy  depended  the  posnbility  of 
a  definition  of  hara  labour.  He  thought 
the  discretion  of  the  magistrates  and  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  with  respeot  to  the 
treatment  of  prisoners  in  gaols  should  be 
limited,  and  that  snoh  treatment  should,  as 
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I  far  as  possible,  be  defined  bylaw.  He  nn. 
derstood  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  at- 
tempted to  define  hard  labour.  He  hoped 
he  would  receive  the  cordial  support  of 
the  Honse  in  oerrying  oat  a  measure  of 
such  signal  importance. 

Mr.  darby  GRIFFITH  said,  that  in 
reference  to  Abingdon  Gaol  the  point  to  be 
considered  was,  whether  the  Home  Secre- 
tary should  take  the  opini<m  of  a  gentle- 
man who  was  avowedly  interested  in  the 
locality,  or  whether  he  should  act  on  the 
authority  of  the  Government  Inqwctors 
and  of  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords. 
As  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  now  seemed 
inclined  to  hear  both  sides,  he  had  no 
donbt  he  would  be  fiivonred  with  moeh 
fhrther  information.  The  dissension  that 
prevailed  in  the  county  on  this  subject  had 
resulted  in  a  compromise  of  a  peculiar 
nature — namely,  that  the  civil  business 
should  be  transacted  at  Reading,  and  that 
then  the  proceedings  should  be  adjourued 
to  Abingdon  to  complete  the  criminal  busi- 
ness. In  this  way  twenty-two  prisoners 
bad  been  taken  from  Beading  to  meet  two 
prisoners  at  Abingdon  and  be  tried  there. 
Such  a  state  of  things  ought  not  to  con- 
tinue. He  must,  therefore,  support  tbe 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
county  (Mr.  Walter)  that  this  gaol  should 
be  restored  to  its  place  in  the  schedule, 
and  he  hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man wonld  in  the  meantime  take  an  op- 
portunity of  learning  what  the  opinion  of 
the  county  was  upon  this  subject. 

Snt  GEORGE  BOWTBR  said,  he  had 
represented  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  this  was  not  a  question  to  be  dealt 
with  by  Act  of  Pailiamont,  but  that  it 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  decision  of  the 
magistrates  of  the  county.  It  had  been 
represented  to  the  Home  Secretary  that 
the  msgistrates  were  agreed  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  abolishing  Abingdon  Gaol ;  hut 
he  had  informed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  this  was  not  so,  and  that  the  Inspec- 
tor had  been  completely  misled  in  the  Re- 
port he  had  made.  The  fact  was,  that  at 
the  Reading  end  of  the  county  property 
was  much  divided,  and  the  consequence 
was  that  the  magistrates  there  far  outnum- 
beied  Uiose  at  the  Abingdon  end ;  so  that 
the  question  ot  Atongdon  Gaol  having 
been  for  many  years  a  sort  of  party  ques- 
tion, when  a  whip  of  the  magistrates  at 
the  Beading  end  was  mode,  no  snffldent 
force  oonld  be  brou|^t  up  on  the  other  aide 
to  ooantOTbadanoe  them.  But  the  interests 
of  the  Abingdon  ood  of  the 
not  to  be  fbrgotten;  AsdhM  Mwwg*t 
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fore,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wonld 
penevere  with  his  intention  of  leaving  the 
qneition  to  be  settled  the  magtBtrateB 
instead  of  dealing  with  it  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament. If  Abingdon  Gaol  were  done 
away  with,  the  sessions  and  assizes  must 
be  held  at  Beading,  and  the  sessions  for 
Abingdon  conld  not  be  held  at  all,  so  that 
the  criminal  jorisdiotion  would  be  entirely 
taken  away  ftom  that  end  of  the  county, 
and  great  inconvenience  and  hardship 
would  thus  be  inflicted  upon  jurymen  and 
witnesses  there  rendent  Thne-  was  a 
tendnu^  to  take  ererything  to  Beading, 
bat  he  thought  that  fficoeedingly  onjurti 
and  he  ahouM  always  continue  to  rerist 
that  ouroaehment  on  the  part  Ihe 
Beading  end  of  the  oonnty.  At  present 
there  was  an  agreement  between  the  bo- 
rough of  Abingdon  and  the  connty,  by 
virtue  of  which  the  gaol  could  not  be 
abolished;  and  if  FarUament  stepped  in 
to  bnak  that  agreement  it  would  be 
exceedingly  unjust.  [Ur.  Babbt  Ghip- 
kih:  It  might  be  a  subject  for  com- 
pensation.] He  did  not  see  how  any 
money  payment  could  be  a  compensation 
to  the  jurors  and  witnesses.  The  in- 
convenience sustained  by  jurors  and  wit- 
ness^ could  not  be  made  the  sutgect  of 
a  money  compensation.  It  was  to  be  hoped 
that  the  Member  for  the  county  would 
not  interfere  to  inflict  a  hardship  upon  a 
large  portion  of  his  own  constituent,  for 
if  BO  he  would  very  likely  hear  of  it  at 
the  next  electtffli. 

Mr.  GATHOBNE  HABDY  reminded 
the  House  that  it  was  disouseing  a  ptnnt 
not  as  yet  raised  in  &e  proposal  of  the 
Government.  Abingdon  at  present  was 
only  c<mBpicuons  by  its  absence  from  the 
Bill,  yet  five  speeches  had  already  been 
made  on  the  subject,  and  promises  had 
been  made  of  many  more  on  the  same  sub- 
ject on  future  occasions.  With  respect  to 
the  Bill  itself,  the  country  would  be  deeply 
indebted  to  the  Home  Secretary  if  he  suo- 
ceeded  in  consolidating,  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  the  law  relating  to  gaols.  He 
had  attended  carefully  to  the  sUtement  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet ;  and  seeing  many 
of  the  difficulties  he  had  alluded  to,  he 
agreed  that  a  Committee  of  the  WholeHouse 
would  not  be  so  likely  to  arrive  at  a  satis - 
factoiy  oondusion  as  a  Cnninittee  upstairs. 

Motion  agrtdd  to. 

Bill  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Law 
nlating  to  Frisnis,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by     G^nex  Grit  and  Mr.  Babivg. 

m  prmM,  and  read  1«.  [BiU  16.] 
Sir  Gtorgt  Bcwj/er 


GAME  LIOKNOES  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

LEAVX.     FIRST  BRIDING. 

Sib  ROBERT  FEEL  moved  for  leave  to 
introduce  a  Bill  to  extend  the  powers  now 
vested  in  justices  of  the  peace  to  grant 
licences  to  deal  in  game  to  the  divisional 
magistrates  within  the  police  district  of 
Dublin  metropolis. 

Captaih  ABCHBALL  reminded  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  that  during 
last  Session  he  had  complained  that  Sir 
Henry  Brownrigg  had  put  an  interpreta- 
tion upon  the  Foaohing  Amendment  Act 
entirely  dilforent  firom  that  put  npcn  it 

English  Courts ;  the  oonseqnenoe  of 
which  was  ttuit  it  ym  imotioally  inopera- 
tive  in  Ireland.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  heU  cut  some  expectation  that  Sir 
Kaaj  Brownrigg  would  be  requested  to 
revise  his  decision ;  but  he  (Captain  Areh- 
dall)  had  recently  ascertained  that  the  in- 
structions to  the  police  as  to  apprehending 
persons  earring  game  or  poaching  ma- 
terials remained  unaltered.  He  busted 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  give  the 
subject  his  earliest  attention. 

Motion  i^9»d  to. 

Bill  to  extend  the  powers  now  vested  in 
Justices  of  the  Feace  to  grant  licences  to 
Deal  in  Game  to  the  Divisional  Magis- 
trates vrithin  the  Police  District  of  Dublin, 
Metropolis,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Sir  RoBXRt  PxBL  and  Mr.  Baxiko. 

Bill  prtunUd,  and  read  !•  [BiU  16]. 

BUfK  HOIJeS  I88DX  XXLL. 

RflstdatioBi  [F^brosry  10]  r^Mrttd, 
1.  "  That  it  is  eipedient  to  nwka  proviskm  tar 
flmpowniDg  Countij  Banks  or  IsBua  to  obtain  r<- 
lief  Irom  oerttin  rMtrietioni,  upon  payment  from 
time  to  time  of  a  oertain  ourge  in  mpeot 
thereof." 

3.  "  That  any  oompeosation  paTable  bj  the 
Bank  of  England  to  any  anoh  privileged  Bank,  for 
the  determination  of  its  right  to  iame  Notes  shall 
be  repaid  oat  of  the  Conaolldated  Fond  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  aod  Ireland." 

ReaolatitHia  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  hj  Mr.  DoosoSt 
Mr.  OHaaoBtua  (rf'the  Exoaaaoaa,  and  Mr.  FaaL. 
BiUiMMmtod,  and  read  1«  [BiU  18]. 

xijrx  ox  IXXUX9  (ooxsoiiiuxiD  inn)) 

XIIX. 

Beaolatioa  [Febmarf  10]  reporlMl, 
"  That  the  remnneration  to  the  Bank  of  Ireland 
for  management  of  the  Pablio  Debt  in  Ireland 
ahall  be  paid  out  of  the  Conaolidated  Fund  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
from  aod  after  the  usth  dajr  of  A^il,  1800." 
Breeolotiea  ogrui t».         C" l,> 
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Bill  orOerpd  to  bo  brought  in  hj  Mr.  Dodioit, 
Mr.  Ghaxcsllob  of  th«  Exohiqitkr,  and  Mr.  Ful. 
Bill  prmtited,  and  read  1"  [Bill 

SHALL  BENEFICES  (ibBLAVD)  ACT  (1860) 
AHSNSUBNT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Hooa  Caibhs,  Bill  to  amend 
"  The  Endowment  and  Augmentation  of  Small 
Bens&oes  (Ireland)  Act,  1860,"  ordered  to  be 
brooght  In  b7  Sir  Hdoh  Gimn  mud  Hr.  Wnm- 

UDR. 

Bill  prttenUd,  and  read  V>  [Bill  18]. 

BUBXnr  STTBRITAIXOKAL  XXHZBIXIOH  (1865) 
BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  RoBin  FmwL,  BUI  for  the 
proteotion  of  InTentioni  and  Designs  exhibited  at 
the  Dublin  International  Ezldbitton  tac  the  Tear 
ISftff,  ordered  to  be  broaghi  in  bj  Sir  Bobbu 
PuL  and  Mr.  Miuns  Odmii. 

Bill  pnntnted,  and  read  1<>  [Bill  17]. 

LAJTD  DEBENTnB£S  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Atbtoh,  Bill  to  facilitate  the 
raising  of  monej  by  Debentures  on  the  Security  of 
Land,  ordered  to  be  brooght  in  bj  Mr.  Atbiok 
and  Mr,  Oollsm. 

FUBUO  PSnXZOKB. 
Select  Committee  'appointed,  "  to  whom  shall 
be  referred  all  Petitions  presented  to  the  House, 
with  the  azception  of  snob  as  ooioplain  of  undue 
BetnrnB,or  reUte  to  Private  Bills ;  and  that  such 
Committee  do  classic  and  prepare  abitraots  of 
the  same,  in  auoh  form  and  manner  as  shall  ap> 
pear  to  them  best  suited  to  oonvey  to  the  House 
all  requisite  information  reapeoting  their  contents, 
and  do  report  the  same  from  time  to  time  to  the 
Hotue  ;  and  that  snch  Reports  do  in  all  oases  set 
forth  the  number  of  signatores  to  eaoh  Petition  : 
— And  that  such  Committee  have  power  to  direct 
the  printing  in  exUnto  of  such  Petitions,  or  of 
snob  parts  of  Petitions,  as  shall  appear  to  require 
it And  that  such  Committee  have  power  to 
report  tboir  opinion  and  observations  thereupon  to 
the  Uoose:*— Mr.  BoHBiu-CAKTitB,  Sir  Jucbs 
FxBQDSBOir,  Mr.  Csabus  Fobstib,  Mr.  Gabd, 
Major  Gavin,  Captain  Gbat,  Sir  Edward  Gbosam, 
Mr.  Uopi  JoHKSTOiTE,  Mr.  Ltall,  Mr.  Tavbrkxb 
Jon  MuxKR,  Sir  Coluan  Miohakl  O'Loohuit, 
Mr.  Hastimss  Russul,  Mr.  Alderman  SiLoitoitB, 
Hr.  Ownr  Staiobt,  and  Ylsooont  Emuji 
Three  to  be  the  qnortun. 

Hoose  a^joorncd  at  a  quarter 
after  Six  o^olo^. 


HOUSE  OF  LOBDS, 
IMajft  F^ruary  14,  1865. 

THE  LORD  CHANCELLOR'S 
AUGMENTATION  ACT.— RETURNS. 

Tbb  lord   CHANCELLOR:  H7 
Lords,  in  laying  upon  the  table  a  Ketarn 
VOL.  CLXXVII.   [raiBD  sbbibb.] 


of  all  Sales,  &o.,  of  LiviDgs,  and  of  the 
AogmeatatioD  of  Benefices  under  the  Aug- 
mentation Act,  which  I  had  the  honour  to 
introduce  in  your  Lordships'  House,  I  hope 
you  will  pardon  me  if  I  occupy  your  atten- 
tion for  a  fev  moments  while  I  briefly 
state  the  nature  of  this  Return.  The  Re- 
turn extends  from  February,  1864,  to  Feb- 
ruary, 1865.  Since  the  Act  came  into 
operation  the  total  number  of  adrowaona 
sold  is  sixty-three,  and  the  total  amount  of 
the  purchase  money  £113,129.  Of  the 
entire  sixty-three  advowsons,  sixty  were 
scheduled,  and  three  have  been  sold  under 
the  23rd  and  24th  sections  of  the  Act. 
The  total  sum  of  money  produced  by  these 
sales  has  very  greatly  exceeded  my  expec- 
tation* and  the  proceeds  bare  been  applied 
by  me,  under  tne  Act,  for  the  augmenta- 
tion of  benefices.  The  sum  produced  by 
the  three  livings  sold  under  the  23rd  and 
24th  sections  is  £10,520,  this  amount 
being  a  portion  of  the  £113,129,  which 
represents  the  total  amount  of  money  dedi- 
cated by  means  of  the  Act  to  the  augmen- 
tation of  small  Ii?ingB.  The  amounts  pro- 
duced by  the  sale  of  the  sixty  liviDgs 
which  were  scheduled  are  devoted  to  aug- 
menting those  livings  solely  ;  but  the  pro- 
duce of  the  sales  of  the  livings  under  the 
23rd  and  24th  sections  is  applied  to  the 
augmentation  of  small  livings  generally  in 
the  gift  of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  The 
course  I  have  taken  with  regard  to  the 
£10.520  has  been  this : — I  have  caused  a 
scheme  to  be  prepared  on  the  plan  of  aug- 
menting a  number  of  small  benefices  with 
£300  eaoh,  provided  that  an  equivalent 
donation  shall  be  provided  from  other 
sources ;  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I 
have  been  able  to  augment  eight  with 
£300,  equivalent  benefactions  having  been 
provided  from  other  sources.  Therefore, 
with  respect  to  these  eight  livings,  there 
has  been  a  sum  of  £2,400  applied  to  their 
augmentation.  I  have  invited  similar  do- 
nations on  similar  terms  with  respect  to 
other  small  benefices  ;  but  up  to  the  pre- 
sent 1  have  not  succeeded  in  securing  the 
augmentation  of  more  than  the  eight  to 
which  I  have  just  referred.  The  augmen- 
tation of  these  eight  livings  has  reduced 
the  sum  of  £10,520  by  £2.400.  Of  the 
remaining  sum,  £500  has  been  appropri- 
ated for  parsonage-bouses,  equivalent  bene- 
factions being  provided  in  this  case  dsn. 
There  is  a  farther  sum  of  £5,600  promised 
conditionally  under  pending  schemes,  leav- 
ing a  balance  of  £2,020.  This  is  the  ap- 
plication wl^h  has  been  made  iOf  ^f^P>L<fv 
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doea  of  Bales  nndar  the  23rd  end  24tb 
■eotioDi ;  end  I  Uwt  it  win  proTe  Tory 
Imefieia!*  flnt  of  ^I,  in  the  eugmobtatioa 
of  leTml  emell  liTiDgB  by  the  snmi  cod- 
tribnted  under  the  Act  and  the  equiraleot 
amovntB  nused  from  other  toorces,  and 
afterirarde  in  the  Btill  fdrther  increaie  of 
the  ineomea  of  those  benefiooB  bj  still  ^r- 
tber  angmeotationB,  for  I  may  add  tbat 
those  eight  liriDgs  hare  been  offered  to 
the  EoolesiastioBl  C<Hnmissioner8  for  far- 
ther angmentatkm.  The  result  of  the 
whole  measure  has  been  the  applioation  to 
the  angmentation  of  small  liTings  of  a  sam 
of  £113.129.  Hy  Lords,  we  hare  re- 
eeiTed  during  the  last  year  £57,829.  The 
oondition  of  the  money  market  has  rather 
stopped  ^  sale  of  liringa  during  the  past 
"jmr,  but  there  ia  eonatant  inquiry  after 
them,  and  I  haTO  no  doubt  that  the  work- 
ing of  the  Aet  will  eonlinne  to  e^diibit 
satisfiaetory  readta. 

Tan  Eabl  or  DBRBT  inqvired  whether 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  coold  mform 
the  House  what  the  arer^e  number  of 
years*  purchase  had  been  in  the  case  of 
Uie  HringB  which  had  been  sold  under  Uie 
Aot? 

Teb  lord  chancellor  aaid,  that 
aa  the  Retnm  did  not  exhibit  that  it  would 
be  a  difficult  thing  to  answer  the  noble 
Earl's  qneation  on  the  moment ;  bat  he 
night  mention  one  or  two  cases  which  he 
saw  set  out  in  the  Return.  The  first  was 
that  of  an  advowson  producing  a  gross 
amount  of  £328  a  year,  and  the  outgoings 
of  which  were  £66.  The  age  of  the  in- 
enmbent  was  certainly  high ;  it  was  90 
yean.  The  price  obtained  was  £5,000. 
In  another  case  the  gross  amount  of  in- 
eome  was  about  £264,  and  the  ootgoings 
£48,  leaving  rstber  lees  than  £216  ;  the 
age  of  the  incumbent  was  75,  and  the  par 
chase  money  £2,500, 


ABHINO  OF  THE  CONSTABULART 
(IRELAND).— PETITION. 

The  Earl  or  LEITRIM  prumUd  a 
Petition  of  Inhabitants  of  the  Barony 
of  Kilmacrenan  agatoBt  the  Arming  of 
Constables  in  Ireland,  and  for  the  ^Djoy- 
ment  of  their  ConsCitalJonal  Rights.  The 
noblo  Eari,  who  was  Tory  imperfectly 
heard,  referred,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
the  mnrder  of  persons  in  the  employ  of 
Hr.  Adare,  in  the  eonnty  of  Donegal,  the 
perpetrators  of  wfaidi  had  nerer  been  die- 
ooTored.  This  was  a  strong  proof  of  the 
ineffideney  of  the  armed  poHoe.  The 
Hulari  ChaiMUor 


noble  Earl  then  read,  at  great  length,  tho 
eorreqwndoioe  Iwtweai  umsdf  and  the 
police  authorities,  the  snhstanee  of  wlueh 
was  that  he  had  himself  reeeired  a  letter 
from  a  sub-iDspector  of  police,  informing 
him  that  he  had  information  from  a  person 
on  whom  he  could  place  reliance,  and  who 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  feelings  of  the 
lower  claraes,  that  th««  was  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  a  conspiracy  had  been  formed 
against  his  life,  and  dat  it  would  not  be 
safe  for  him  to  travel  about  at  late  hours 
visiting  his  estates.    He  (the  Earl  of 
Leitrim)  treated  the  information  with  con- 
tempt and  indignation,  believing  it  to  be  a 
base  attempt  to  create  ill-will  and  mischief 
between  the  g«itiy  and  the  people.  He, 
therefore,  wrote  to  tho  sa1><iaspeelor  de- 
manding to  know  from  whom  ho  bad  re- 
ceived the  information,  and  from  what 
quarter  tho  danger  was  likely  to  come; 
whether  from  muicious  articles  in  newa- 
papers,  from  Roman  Cathonos,  or  from 
Preeby  terian  ministers,  or  from  the  gentry, 
or  from  all  combined.   From  the  sob-in- 
spector he  received  the  reply  that  he  had 
his  information  Irom  his  immediate  supe- 
rior, the  Inspector  ;  but  he  sobeequently 
declared  that  he  did  not  get  the  informa- 
tion from  his  superior,  but  from  some  other 
source  ;  bat  what  that  source  was  he  de- 
clined to  say,  merely  repeating  the  warning 
that  his  life  was  in  danger.  Upon  applying 
to  the  Inspector,  that  functionary  abetted 
the  proceedings  of  his  subordinate.  Ho 
did  not  think  that  a  police  of  that  kind 
were  the  kind  of  guardian  angels  to  whom 
tbe  lives  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  Ire- 
land ought  to  bo  confided.   Last  year  a 
ooutam-Hrbo  was  also  an  exciseman — 
1^  foree  and  violenoe  entered  the  house  of 
his  (tho  Earl  of  Leitrim's)  herd,  on  pre- 
tence of  looking  for  illieit  spirits,  hot  found 
none,  yet  forcibly  took  away  tbe  herd's 
gun.    Six  days  afterwards  the  heose  was 
fired  into,  and  the  boy  loot  his  leg  from 
wounds  inflicted.    That  was  a  barbarous 
and  acaudalons  outrage,  and  was,  he  had 
no  doubt,  perpetrated  by  an  accomplice  of 
the  police.  When.  Ust  Session,  he  brought 
the  facts  before  their  Lordships,  the  noble 
Earl,  in  defence  of  the  act  of  this  constable, 
misstated  the  hw,  no  doubt  in  ignorance 
of  what  the  law  was.    No  doubt  tho  con- 
stable was  subsequently  reduced,  but  that 
was  all  that  had  been  done  in  punishing  a 
totally  unwarraoted  outrage.    Since  the 
police  had  been  intrusted  with  the  duties 
'  exoisemen,  thn  bad  been  going  about 
the  eountty,  wHh  long  if«^«l«^ 
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their  handa,  which  they  thrut  into 
duDg  hwn  and  heaps  of  potatoee,  in 
Bearoh  of  ilUeit  ipirits,  to  the  great  terror 
of  Tomen  and  cnildren.  He  thought  it 
monstroDS  that  the  police  should,  m  their 
capacity  of  police,  hare  the  right  to  enter 
and  search  any  house  without  a  proper 
varrant  from  the  magistrates, — especially 
as  it  was  frequently  used  as  a  pretext  for 
searching  for  arms  ;  if  they  foond  an  illicit 
still  it  might  be  nithin  their  duties  to  seize 
it,  hut  they  had  no  right  to  search  a  house 
under  such  a  pretext,  and  then  seise  any 
arms  they  might  find.  The  noble  Earl 
dien  stated  that  he  had  rcceij^ed  a  letter 
from  a  tenant  of  his,  a  schoolmistress, 
complaining  that  slie  bad  been  maligned  by 
a  suh-inspector  of  polioe.  He  sent  for  a 
poliee  eoDstable,  who  however  refused  to 
saj  anything  on  the  aubject.  Shortly  after- 
wards 06  reeeired  a  threatening  letter,  which 
he  firmly  beliered  had  baen  sent  by  the 
snb-inspeetor  himself.  He  therefore  sent  it 
to  Lord  Carlide,  and  wrote  to  him  on  the 
subject.  The  result  was  that  Lord  Carlisle 
sent  the  letter  to  the  sub-iospector,  and 
directed  him  to  institute  a  prosecution 
for  libel  against  him  (the  Earl  of  Leitnm). 
At  the  trial  the  whole  of  the  correspon- 
deuee  was  received.  Shortly  afterwards 
two  men  in  a  cart  shot  at  Mr.  Wilson,  who 
was  wounded  in  three  places.  The  polioe 
rinsed  to  follow  the  assassins,  because 
their  officer,  who  lived  eight  miles  off,  was 
not  preient.  He  thought  it  was  absolutely 
neeeseary,  if  the  police  in  Ireland  were  to 
be  kept  np  as  au  armed  body,  that  they 
abould  be  placed  uoder  better  eontrol.  If 
they  were  allowed  to  pais  through  the 
•oBDtry  with  arms  in  their  hands,  there 
should  be  some  officer  or  magistrate  present 
to  see  bow  tbey  used  them.  The  present 
state  of  things  was  calculated  to  barbarixe 
Ireland,  and  be  realty  hoped  that  the  Go- 
Tcroment  would  take  some  steps  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  these  horrible  outrages. 

Ea£l  GRANVILLE  rose  to  remind 
their  Lordshtps  that  tbey  had  not  yet 
arrived  at  the  Order  of  the  Day.  The  noble 
Earl  had  just  read  a  petition — or,  rather, 
he  had  read  it  about  au  hour  and  a  half 
ago — which  he  had  put  into  bis  hands  the 
prerious  evening,  when  he  informed  him 
that  he  oould  not  answer  a  series  of  state- 
menta  of  tiiat  kitul  without  liaving  time 
to  oommniueate  with  the  authtmtieain  Ire- 
land.  But,  even  if  ha  hod  had  to 
•ommumeate  with  those  auUioritiei,  it 
wwdd  ban  been  quite  impossible  fw  him 
to  atteapt  to  meet  in  detail  the  long  array 


ofohauM  and  lettera  which  tho  noble 
Earl  had  presented  that  erening.  If  mat- 
ters of  that  kind  were  to  be  inquired  into 
at  all,  it  should  be  done  hy  a  Select  Com* 
mittee,  and  not  by  the  Whole  House  j  and 
when  the  noble  Earl  chose  to  bring  for- 
ward a  Motion  to  that  effect  it  would  be 
his  duty  to  give  him  such  an  answer  ae 
the  circumstances  might  require.  He  was, 
however,  quite  sure  that  it  could  not  add 
to  the  dignity  of  their  Lordships'  House, 
or  conduce  to  good  order  and  good  govern- 
ment in  Ireland,  that  individual  attacks 
should  be  made  night  after  night  on  ma- 
gistrates and  police  constables,  tending  to 
bring  them  into  disrepute  without  there 
being  any  proper  opportunity  afforded  for 
their  vindication.  If  the  noble  Earl  liked 
to  bring  forward  a  Motion  on  the  subject, 
well  and  good  ;  hut,  he  repeated,  he  mast 
protest  strongly  against  these  Tiolent  per- 
sonal attacks  being  so  unfairly  made  on 
persona  who,  rightly  or  wrongly,  were  the 
constituted  aotmmties  for  eertMn  purpoica 
in  Ireland. 

The  Eari.  of  DONOUGHMORE  soid, 
he  quite  agreed  with  the  noble  Earl,  and 
would  on  a  future  occasion  move  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  on  the 
subject  of  the  petition. 

MR.  H.  H.  IVAROT  IRVIN. 

UOTIOH  ?0a  CORRBSPONDENOE. 

The  Earl  of  LEITBIM  moved.  That 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  Her 

Majesty  for — 

Copy  of  all  Gorrespondenoe  between  Mr.  Heorj 
Mervyn  D'Arcy  Irvin,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Ireland,  and  Iler  MajcBty'B  Governmont  in  Ire- 
land, relative  to  the  Police  and  tbeii'  Insubordi- 
nation to  the  Authority  of  the  Magistrates,  and 
relative  to  the  Disrespect  shown  by  the  Under 
Secretary  of  The  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  Alagis- 
trate  by  entering  uito  Correspondease  with  inor- 
dinate Officers  of  Poliee  upon  snlyectB  which 
should  have  been  addressed  to  the  Uagistrste : 
Also, 

Copy  of  all  Correspondence  betneen  Mr.  Henry 
Mervyn  D'Aroy  Irvin,  a  Justioe  of  the  Fence  in 
Ireland,  and  the  Inspector  General  of  Police  ia 
Ireland,  relative  to  the  Conduct  of  the  Police  and 
the  practical  working  of  the  Roles  and  Regula- 
tions for  the  Observance  of  the  Police  :  Also, 

Copy  of  all  Correspondence  between  The  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland  and  Mr.  Henry  Mervyn 
D'Arcy  Irvin  relative  to  faia  being  exonerated  from 
further  Service  in  the  Oonuaission  of  the  Peace 
in  Ireland  :  And  alio, 

Copy  of  the  Police  Code  and  all  Rules  and 
Regulations  for  the  Observaooe  of  the  Poliee  in 
IrMaad. 

Eael  OBANTILLB  aaid.  there  was 
not  the  slighteat  objestioa  (o^fcoduee  the 
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correspondeQce ;  btit  he  did  not  think  that 
Ifr.  D  Arcy  Irvin  would  hare  much  reason 
to  feel  gratefal  to  the  noble  Earl,  for  the 
present  Lord  Lieutenant  thought  that  the 
eourse  taken  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  in 
remoring  Mr.  Irrin  from  the  commission 
of  the  peace  was  fullj  justi6ed  hy  this  rery 
eorrespondenoe.  He  did  not  think  that 
any  good  wouM  result  from  the  publieation 
of  the  police  code,  which  was  in  every 
Irish  magistnie's  hands. 

The  Eabl  ov  DONOUOHUORB  pro- 
tasted  against  the  GoTemment  issuing 
regulations  to  the  police,  who  were  the 
servants  of  the  magistrates  assembled  at 
petty  aesuonB. 

Address  for— 

1.  Copy  of  «U  Gorre  Bpondsnoe  brtveoD  Mr. 
HeiUT  Herryn  D'Aroy  Inio,  a  Jus^  of  the 
Pesoe  in  Ireland,  and  Her  Majestjr'B  GoTemment 
in  Ireland,  reUtive  to  the  Police  :  Also, 

3.  Copy  of  all  CorreBpondenco  between  Mr, 
Henry  MerrTn  WAnj  Irrin,  a  Joitice  of  the 
Peam  in  Ireland,  and  the  Inspeotor  General  of 
Polioe  in  ftdand,  relaUve  to  the  Coodoet  of  the 
Police  and  the  iwaotieal  worUng  of  Uw  Boles  and 
RegolatioDa  for  the  Obaerranoe  of  the  Police : 
Alao, 

8.  Cop7  of  all  Gorrespondenoe  between  the  Lord 
Cbanoelior  of  Ireland  and  Mr.  Henry  Mervio 
D'Aniy  Irrin,  relatire  to  his  bein^  exonerated 
from  ftarthar  Serrioe  in  the  GommiHion  of  the 
Peaee  in  Ireland  :  And  also, 

4.  Ooj^  of  the  Polioe  Cods : 

'^grtid  to. 

House  adjoomed  at  Seren  o'clock,  to 
Thursday  next,  half  paat 
Ten  o'clock. 


HOTTSE   OF  COMMONS, 
Tuetday,  Fehntary  14,  1865. 

HINUTES.]— New  Wbit  Ibboxd— For  Lancaster 
Borooch  V.  Samoel  Gregeon,  flsqoire,  deeeaeed. 

PvBuo  BiLLi— On<n-ei/— Pnblio  Bonn  Closing 
Act  (1861)  Amendment ;  Law  of  Ertdence,  ha. ; 
Jnstioea  of  the  Peace  Procedure  ;*  InsoWent 
Debtors;*  Felony  and  Misdemeanor  Evidence 
and  Practice  ;  *  EleoUon  Petitions  Act  (1848) 
Amendment.  * 

Firtt  Reading— Luid  Debentures  [18]  ;  *  Elec- 
tion Petitions  Act  (1818)  Amendment  [10];* 
Law  of  Erideno^  *o.  (^] ;  Felony  and  Misds- 
neanor  Bvidsooa  and  Fraettoo  [31].* 

RAILWAY  LEGISLATION.— QUESTION. 

Mb.  BOEBUCE  asked  Mr.  Clhancellor 
of  the  Exohequer,  Is  it  the  intentum  of 
£drl  OratwiH* 


the  GoTemment  to  institute  any  and  what 
inquiry  into  our  Railway  system,  with  a 
view  to  future  legislation,  ^oold  such  le- 
gislation appear  practioahle  and  adranta- 
geons  i  He  was,  by  the  rules  of  the  Hous^ 
prevented  from  mahing  any  observationB, 
but  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  under- 
stood the  object  of  his  Question,  he  hoped 
that  he  would  give  a  definite  reply  to  it. 

The  CHjLNCELLOE  of  thx  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Sir,  I  un  quite  aware  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  hon.  and  leuned  Oentlenuin  in 
asking  this  Question,  and  X  will  endeaTOur 
to  give  him  a  reply  wUoh  shall  be  so  per- 
fectly definite  as  to  admit  of  no  misunder- 
standing as  to  the  intentions  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  either  on  the  part  of 
the  House  or  of  the  public.  It  is  the 
intention  of  Her  ICajesty's  Govemment  to 
advise  the  Crown  to  appoint  a  Commission 
to  inqmre  into  the  economical  questions 
connected  with  our  railway  system— that 
is  to  say,  into  the  cost  of  conveyance  upon 
railways,  and  into  the  chaiges  which  are 
made  by  railway  companies  to  the  public. 
It  ie  not  their  intention  to  take  any  step 
which  could  under  any  circnmstanoes  at 
all  compromise  or  commit  either  ourselves 
or  Farliameut  with  reference  to  any  legia- 
lation  upon  a  matter  of  this  vast  import- 
ance. The  whole  object  of  the  measure 
that  they  propose  to  take  is,  to  bring  all 
the  fiuts  and  informatifm  bearing  upon 
the  subject  into  a  state  in  which  it  may 
be  thonragUy  aTEulable  for  Members  of 
Farliamen^  and  likewise  for  the  pnblio  at 
lai^e.  Every  one  is  quite  aware  tiiat 
railway  conveyance  has  now  become  one 
of  the  vital  instruments  by  means  of  which 
the  whole  traffio  and  intercourse  of  this 
country  are  carried  on,  and,  in  point  of  fact, 
that  it  is  the  principal  one  among  those 
ioBtniments.  Further,  I  think  they  are 
aware  that  the  benefits  derived  by  the 
country  ft-om  the  railway  system  have 
been  in  their  own  sphere  immeasurable ; 
and,  of  course,  they  are  likewise  aware 
that  there  are  various  difficulties  which 
are  found  to  exist  in  the  application  of  the 
laws  bearing  upon  the  subject  For  in- 
stance, that  which  is  known  as  the  pro- 
vision for  equal  treatment  under  equal  cir- 
oumstanoes,  is  a  matter  which  neoessaiily, 
and  without  the  slightest  blame  to  anyone, 
ia  Aill  of  difficnlty  in  its  application.  It  ia 
known  to  Memboa  of  tiiis  House,  and  it  is 
well  known  to  Members  of  Her  Majesty's 
(Government,  that  a  great  feeling  and  a 
great  anxiety  exists  among  tiie  prodoctive 
oiaases  of  the  Gommnnity,  nDtj(Q,ouMh.to 
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the  effect  that  any  hlame  is  attributahle  to 
the  managers  of  railway  oompames,  whose 
dnt^  of  course  it  is  to  obtain  the  best 
diTidends  they  can  for  their  shareholders, 
but  rather  in  the  shape  of  a  desire  to  be 
informed  whether  it  is  possible,  by  any 
means  that  might  be  sn^^ested,  to  effect 
a  still  further  extension  of  those  benefits 
which  have  up  to  this  time  be^  proved 
to  be  of  Buoh  vital  importance  to  the  com- 
munity. Therefore,  I  beg  that  it  may  be 
understood  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of 
Her  Ifajesty's  Government  to  advise  the 
appointment  of  any  Commission  that  shall 
enter  ii|>on  any  question  of  policy.  We  are 
of  opinion  that  if  we  were  to  do  so  we 
shomd  be,  if  not  prejudging  the  opinion  of 
^vliament,  in  some  degree  by  extraneous 
instmmrats  tre^assing  upon  ground  which 
belongs  to  Parliament.  It  is  simply  into 
the  economical  iacts  of  the  case  and  the 
benefits  that  we  should  derive  that  any  such 
commiseion  should  be  authorized  to  in* 
quire.  We,  of  course,  have  taken  into  our 
consideration  the  question  whether  it  would 
be  desirable  that  this  inquiry  should  be 
conducted  by  a  Royal  Commission  or  by  a 
Committee  of  this  House.  If  we  were 
going  to  inquire  into  any  matter  of  policy 
it  would,  undoubtedly,  be  far  more  useM 
to  institute  that  inquiry  by  means  of  a 
Committee  of  this  House  than  by  means 
of  a  Commission.  But  we  do  not  enter- 
tain any  auoh  intention.  On  the  otiier 
handf  we  have  to  take  into  account  that 
the  iurestigatiini  of  the  (diaiges  and  cost 
of  ndlwi^  conveyance,  espe^ally  as  re- 
gards oairiage  of  goods  and  minerals, 
is  a  Bubjeot  so  vast  and  bo  intricate,  re- 
quiring such  minute  examination  and  such 
dose  application,  that  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  expect  of  Members  of  tiiis 
House,  charged  as  they  are  vrith  other 
duties,  such  devotion.  Indeed,  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  the  limits  of  the  Ses- 
sion would  permit  such  devotion  to  it  as 
would  enable  the  inquiry  to  be  conducted 
to  a  satisfactory  conclusion.  For  these 
reasons  we  have  determined  upon  giving 
the  advice  I  hare  mentioned ;  and  I  hope 
that  in  a  few  days — at  all  events,  in  a  very 
short  time — ^I  may  be  able  to  lay  upon 
the  table  the  terms  of  the  Commission 
which  it  is  oar  intention  to  advise  Her 
Hmesty  to  issue.  In  it  hon.  Gentl«n«n 
wiu  find  defined  with  aconnK^  and  preu- 
rion  tiie  purely  econ<»iucal  natnre  of  the 
inquiry. 

Mb.  BOEBUCE:  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
Qeman  si^a  he  will  confine  the  inqoiry  to 


the  conveyance  of  goods  and  passengers. 
I  would  suggest  to  him  that  it  would  be 
well  to  extend  the  area  of  the  Commission 
so  as  to  investigate  into  the  oircnmstances 
which  lead  to  the  creation  of  railways. 

Kb.  WALFOLE  :  I  understand  that  my 
right  hon.  Friend  proposes  to  lay  the 
terms  of  the  Commission  upon  the  table. 
Might  it  not  be  advantageous  both  to  the 
Government  and  the  House,  and  also  to 
the  community,  that  he  should  move  an 
Address  to  the  Crown  for  the  appmntmott 
of  a  Commission,  so  as  to  gjve  him  an 
opportunity  of  either  adding  to  or  modify- 
ing the  terns  which  he  may  lay  upon  the 
table? 

AGENCT  HONET— THE  00MST7L 
GENERAL  AT  ST.  PETERSBURG. 

(tUEBTIOir. 

Mb.  clay  asked  the  Under  Seoretair 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affiurs,  Whether  it 
is  intended  any  longer  to  permit  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Consul  General  at  St.  Petersburg  to 
supplement  his  salary  by  a  tax,  known 
as  agency  money  levied  on  Britiidi  Ship- 
ping, and  received  bv  him  as  Agent  for 
the  Bussia  Company  r 

Mb.  IAYABD  said,  that  if  the  hon. 
Gtentieman  would  refier  to  some  papers 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  last  night, 
he  would  find  the  whole  question  of  the 
money  paid  to  M.  de  Michele,  the  Consol 
General  at  St.  Petersbu^,  was  gone  into. 
This  sum  had  been  paid  by  the  com- 
pany from  time  immemorial.  When  If. 
Michele  received  the  appointment  fifteen 
years  ago  it  was  witii  the  understanding 
that  he  should  reoeiTO  such  sum  in  part 
payment  of  his  salary.  He  had  received 
it  ever  since,  and  Her  Majesty's  Govem- 
mmt  could  not  deprive  him  of  this 
source  of  emolument  vrithout  doing  him  a 
great  injustice.  They  would,  in  feet, 
have  to  give  him  some  adequate  compen- 
sation. Sow  the  tax  did  not  in  any  way 
interfere  with  British  shipping.  If  M. 
Michele  did  not  receive  it  other  persons 
would  receive  it.  At  tiie  same  time.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  thought  it  was 
wrong  in  principle  that  a  public  servant 
should  receive  pay  from  sources  other  than 
that  of  the  Government,  and  whenever 
M.  Michele  retired  firom  St.  Fetersbaiw 
it  was  not  intended  that  this  nun  shooul 
be  receiTed  by  his  saooeasor. 

RTJSSU  COMPANY  DUES.— QUESTION. 


Mb.  CLAT  asked  ihe  President  of  the 
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uifonnation  u  to  the  ^rognoB  of  the  in- 
qairf  promised  hj  him  into  the  taxes 
levied  on  British  Shipping  hf,  or  in  the 
name  of,  the  Bassia  Company  ? 

Me.  UILTiTEE  GIBSON  said,  that  in- 
qnirj  had  been  made  at  St.  Petersburg, 
and  three  or  four  reports  on  the  subject 
had  been  received.  He  believed  uiat 
these  reports  showed  that  tiiese  Aum 
were  supported  very  much  by  the  prinoi- 
pal  merchants'  houses  in  St-  Fetersbui^, 
and  he  did  not  think  that  any  interference, 
in  a  direct  manner,  on  the  part  of  Her 
Uajesty'B  Qoveniment  would  be  nther 
nse^  or  pnotioaL  So  Img  as  the  mer- 
chants themselTes  Bupported  the  system 
it  was  not  neoeasary  that  there  shoiud  be 
any  interference.  Although  the  dues  were 
heavy,  yet  the  charges  paid  by  British 
shipping  were  not  heavier  than  the  charges 
paid  by  the  ships  of  other  ooontries,  and 
therefore  could  not  be  regarded  as  differ- 
ential  dia^es  upon  British  shipping. 

MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  POOR  LAW 
TJNIONS^QUESTIOJT. 

Ub.  KICHABD  long  asked  the 
President  of  the  Poor  Law  Board,  Whether 
he  proposes  to  reappoint  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Poor  Laws,  with  the  view 
of  further  inquiry  into  the  position  and 
the  grievances  of  medical  oflScers  of  Poor 

Law  Uoions  ?  

Mb.  C.  p.  TILLIEBS  said,  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  move  the  reappointment 
of  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  on  this  sub- 
ject. It  was  investigated  by  the  Com- 
mittee zeferred  to  by  Qke  hon.  Gentleman, 
who  took  into  their  connderation  the 
evidence  taken  in  the  oonrse  of  two  pre- 
vious inquiries  in  that  Hous^  and  came 
to  the  onudnsion  not  to  take  further  evi- 
dence. 

RAaWATS.— QUESTION. 

Mb.  SCULLY  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  Is  it  intended,  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  to  give  any  notice,  or 
to  introduce  any  Bill  during  the  present 
Sesnon,  with  a  view  to  the  revision  of  the 
tdls,  fives,  and  ohai^ee,  or  to  the  pur- 
chase of  any  Bailways  in  the  United 
Kogdom ;  or  is  it  intended  to  institute 
any  FarUamentary  inquiry  into  the  policy 
of  revision  and  purchase,  upon  general 
and  national  grounds,  as  contemplated  by 
the  Act  7  &  8  Viei.  o.  66 ;  and  has  his 
attention  been  directed  to  the  expedient 
of  pnrohoanng  ffae  Bailways  in  Itdand, 
Mr.  C% 


by  way  of  experiment,  or  for  any  reason 

specially  applicable  to  that  coont^  ?  

The  chancellor  op  thb  EXCHE- 
QUEB  said,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
Government,  under  the  circumstances  to 
which  he  had  already  alluded,  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  during  the  present  Session  with 
the  view  of  acting  on  the  Act  of  1844 ; 
nor  did  the  Government  think  it  would  be 
right  to  institute  any  inquiry  with  regard 
to  the  large  question  of  policy  in  respect 
to  railways  at  a  time  when  they  were 
about  to  take  tiie  measures  neoessary  to 
ascertain  their  economical  condition.  As 
to  the  expediency  of  purohariog  the  rail- 
ways in  Ireland,  he  felt  bonnd  to  say  Hist 
his  attention  had  been  directed  to  tiie 
snbjeot  by  his  hon.  Friend  himself;  bat,  at 
the  some  time,  he  did  not  deem  himsdf 
authorized  to  enter  upon  the  question, 
which  was  evidently  a  branch  of  a  very . 
large  question.  For  the  Government  to 
entertain  or  enounce  an  opinion  upon  it 
would  be  quite  premature.  He,  however, 
concurred  with  his  hon.  Friend  in  the 
opinion  that  the  railways  of  Ireland,  as 
was  geographically  clear,  formed  a  case  by 
themselves.  They  lay  within  a  sphere 
comparatively  limited,  though  still  large, 
and  were  consequently  more  within  reach 
than  the  general  question  of  railway  pnr> 
chase.  He  might,  perhaps,  befcm  resum- 
ing his  seat,  be  allowed  to  answer  one 
or  two  explanatory  questions  which  had 
been  pat  to  him  on  a  similar  subject  He 
did  not  think  the  proper  objeot  of  tlie 
Commission  would  be  of  an  historical 
charaoter,  ftuther  than  that  historical  do* 
tails  might  grow  oat  of  its  main  purpose, 
which  was  to  ascertain  the  economical 
facts  of  the  case.  He  hoped,  however,  it 
would  be  found  quite  practicable  to  bring 
to  bear  upon  those  facts,  either  in  con- 
nection with  the  statement  of  any  existing 
difficulties  or  remedies,  any  matter  in  that 
point  of  view  that  might  seem  desirable. 
In  answer  to  the  Question  put  to  him  by 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Cambridge  (Mr.  Walpole^ 
as  to  whether  the  Qovemment  would  pro- 
pose in  that  House  an  Address  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Commission,  he  oonld  only 
say  that  they  had  been  ready  and  desirous 
to  make  hon.  Members  oognixant  at  the 
eariiest  moment  of  their  intuitions;  but 
inasmoeh  as  it  was  within  tiio  oomj^etoncy 
of  the  Orown  to  issoe  a  Oommission  fiw 
the  purpose,  it  appeared  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  oelong  to  weir  position  that  tfac^ 
shoold  take  upon  tbenuelrer  "  ~ 
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bilify  of  that  flrsi  act,  and  be  rery  maoh 
doubted  whether  an  Address  to  the  Crown, 
as  siif^ested,  would  be  in  accordance  with 
the  ordinary  usages  of  Farliament. 

Thb  chancellor  of  xhe  EXCHE- 
QUEB,  in  reply  to  Ur.  6.  Faokx,  said,  that , 
while  the  State  possossod  certain  ^wers 
by  Uw  with  r^aid  to  railways,  their  pro- 
vrietaxy  righte  were,  ao  far  as  he  was  in- 
formed, as  free  from  the  interferenoe  of 
the  Ezeontive  as  any  other  proprietary 
rights  in  the  eonntiy,  and  oog^t  to  be 
dnlt  with  on  the  nme  fixtting. 

BRITISH  KAFFBABIA. 

QUEsnoir. 

Hb.  AKTHUR  MILLS  aaked  the  Se. 
oretaiy  for  the  Colonies,  Whether  it  is  tiie 
intention  of  Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  to 
introdaoe,  duriog  the  present  Session,  any 
measure  for  the  annexation  of  British  Sai- 
fraria  to  the  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Qood 
Hope! 

Mb.  GABBWELL  sud,  he  had  already 
lud  on  the  table  papers  showing  what  was 
the  state  of  things  which  preTailed  in  the 
Cape  Colony.  He  would,  without  delay, 
«T6  notice  of  bis  intention  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  on  the  subject  of  the  bon.  Gentleman's 
Question. 

Mb.  ABTHXJB  MILLS  asked,  whether 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman  was  aware  that 
a  petition  against  any  such  measure  had 
been  drawn  up  by  the  inhalntants  (tf  Bri^ 
tish  Skaffiraria^  

Ms,  CABDWELL  said,  he  was. 

THE  FOOB  LAW  BOABD. 
aUUTIOK. 

Mb.  AUOUSTUS  SMITH  aaked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether  it  is 
intended  to  fill  up  the  office  of  the  one 
Secretary  of  the  Foor  Law  Board,  rendered 
capable  of  sitting  or  voting  as  a  Member 
of  the  Conunons'  House  of  Farliament  by 
the  ninth  danse  of  the  Poor  Law  Ac^ 
now  nndnstood  to  have  been  Tacated  by 
the  hon.  Member  fbr  Northampton ;  also, 
whether  that  Department  of  the  EzeontiTe 
GoTemment  required  that  it  should  be 
represented  on  the  Treasury  Bench  by  two 
highly  salaried  officers  ? 

ViscouDT  PALMEB8T0K  said,  he  could 
assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  House 
that  it  was  with  great  regret  be  had  re- 
ceived the  resignation  of  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  GUpin]: 
and  he  zegretted  it  the  mtoe  imtsmudi  as  it 


arose  from  the  slate  of  his  healtfa,  which 
he  thought  was  such  as  to  render  him 
unable  to  discharge  the  Farliamentarj 
duties  of  his  office.  The  office  was  one, 
however,  which  it  was  deemed  by  the 
Qovemment  desirable  and  proper  to  fill 
up,  and  it  was,  therefore,  their  intention 
to  do  BO.  He  b^eved  that  the  Committee 
whidi  sat  last  year  were  of  opinioa  that 
the  office  ought  to  bo  ccntinued. 

SAHITART  STATE  OF  OALCITFTA 

QUESTION. 

Mb.  YANSITTABT  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India,  Whether  anything  has 
been  d<me  to  improve  the  sanitary  state  of 
Calcuttto ;  if  so,  whether  he  has  any  ob- 
,  ection  to  produce  pajwrs  relating  to  the 
same;  and,  whether  it  has  been  deter- 
mined to  rdieve  the  European  troops 
serving  in  India  by  the  overlimd  route;  if 
BO,  whether  any  and  what  arrangemento 
have  been  made  for  their  transmission  ? 

Sm  CHAB^S  WOOD  said,  in  reply  to 
the  first  Question,  that  a  Sanitary  Com- 
mission had  been  some  time  ago  appointed, 
and  that  they  had  made  a  report  on  the 
subject  to  the  Government  of  India.  He, 
however,  had  as  yet  received  no  account  of 
what  bad  been  done  in  consequence  of  that 
report.  It  was,  he  might  add,  the  inten- 
tion  of  the  Qovemment  to  send  out  the 
tro<^  to  India  overland. 

GOTERNUENT  ANNUITIES  ACT. 
auEsnoH. 

Mb.  W.  E.  FOBSTEB  asked  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  he  will 
inform  the  House  when  the  Government 
intend  to  take  the  necessary  measures 
for  oarr^g  into  operation  the  Government 

Annuities  Act  passed  last  Sesuon }   

The  CHANCELLOB  op  the  EZCHE- 
QTJEB  begged  to  thank  his  hon.  Friend 
for  having  afforded  him  an  oj^ortoni^  of 
stating  how  matters  stood  in  refbrraoe  to 
a  anl^eot  of  so  much  importance  to  a  num- 
ber of  individuals,  and  of  oonnderable  pub- 
lic interest.  By  the  mxth  section  of  the 
Act  of  last  year  the  tables  for  annuities 
and  life  assurances,  or  at  all  evente  the 
most  importont  of  them,  were,  when  they 
bad  been  framed  and  approved  by  the 
Treasuiy,  to  be  laid  on  we  teble  of  the 
House  for  thirty  days  before  they  could  be 
acted  upon.  Jul  those  that  related  to  life 
assurances  had,  in  accordance  with  that 
woTision,  been  laid  on  the  teble  of  the 
konse  on  Friday  ?^,edl?@^^<F" 
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neral  management  of  the  business  had 
been  likevise  framed,  and,  unless  the  House 
diould  think  proper  to  intervene,  the  Act 
might,  after  the  expiration  of  thirtj  days 
from  last  Friday,  be  oonsidered  as  in  prac- 
tical operation. 

CLONFRIEST,  fto.,  BENEFICES  (IRELAND). 
CHURCH  PATRONAGE  (IRELAND). 
0B8EBTATI0N8.     UOTIOIT  fOB  BEIITBHS. 

Ub.  SCULLT  nwe  to  call  attention  to 
fhe  recent  exerdse  of  public  patronage 
with  reference  to  the  benefioes  or  parishes 
^  Clonpriest,  Farrahy,  and  Carrigrohane, 
m  the  cooa^  of  C!ork,  and  to  more  lor 
certain  Betunia  in  reference  tiiereto.  The 
ftcts  vhioh  he  was  about  to  state  fax- 
nished  a  rwj  ffur  illustration  of  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Established  Church  in  IreUmd, 
on  which,  however,  he  wished  to  make 
no  attack.  He  had  not  selected  the  three 
instances,  but  had  taken  the  three  last  pre- 
sentations to  vacant  benefices  in  the  county 
he  represented,  as  offering  very  fair  sam- 
ples of  the  general  condition  of  the  Estab* 
lished  Church  in  Ireland,  and  for  what 
purposes  an  institution  was  kept  up  of 
which  the  Irish  Secretary  said  a  single 
stone  should  not  be  disturbed.  There  were 
some  who  wished  the  Irish  CThurch  to  be 
abolished,  such  as  tiie  volantaries  in  Eng- 
land ;  andothers  who  only  wished  to  see  it 
xeformed,  and  ita  revenues  re-distributed. 
An  Irish  rector,  writing  in  a  Dublin  news- 
paper, oomplained  tiiat  the  parishes  of 
Grangegonnan  and  Booterstown,  near 
DubUn,  eadi  containing  more  than  a  thou- 
sand Protestants,  were  endowed  with 
less  than  a  curate's  stipend,  whilst  parishes 
in  the  country,  with  less  than  twenty  Pro- 
testants, gave  their  rectors  £1,000  a  year 
and  upwards.  In  Kilfenora,  a  diocese  in 
Clare,  Uiere  were  22,789  Roman  Catholics 
and  251  Protestants,  but  the  members  of 
the  Established  Church  were  (provided 
with  three  churches  (including  a  cathe- 
dral) capable  of  holding  560  persons,  a^d 
with  eight  clergymen,  including  dignite- 
ries,  and  an  offloial  called  a  vicar  general. 
Kilmacduagh,  another  Irish  diocese,  with 
similar  endowments,  contained  24,333 
Catholics,  and  only  434  Protestants.  From 
S%<m'»  Ahmmacp  the  Cmwi  Beitirmt  and 
tiie  CAurvh  JHreetay,  he  collected  tiie 
foots  upon  which  he  based  his  Motion. 
Clmpriest,  the  first  of  the  paiuhes  referred 
to  in  his  Notice,  contained,  in  the  year 
1834,  3,659  inhabitants,  of  whom  35 
were  Protestants.    In  1861  the  total 


number  had  been  reduced  to  2,005,  of 
whom  14  only  were  Protestante.  The 
proportion  of  males  (men  and  boys)  among 
these  was  five,  consisting  probably  of  the 
clergyman  and  his  family,  the  "  dearly 
beloved  Koger,"  and  his  family,  and  a 
stray  policeman.  The  glebe  was  14  acres, 
and  the  revenue  was  differently  valued  at 
from  £500  to  £750  a  year,  being  probably 
worth  over  £600,  bo  that  the  incumbent 
got  about  £40  a  year  for  each  of  the 
fourteen  men,  women,  and  children,  in- 
cluding his  own  household.  The  bene- 
fice was  in  the  gift  of  the  Crown ;  but  at 
the  time,  in  September  last,  that  it  fell 
Tacant  thia  late  Lrad  Lieutenant  was  in  his 
last  illness,  and  daring  the  interregnum 
the  Chi^  Secretary,  of  course,  was  master 
of  the  situation.  A  gentleman  was  nomi- 
nated to  the  living  whose  name  he  had 
been  unable  to  find  in  the  Irish  Clergy 
List — a  matter  at  which  he  was  not  the 
only  person  who  felt  surprise ;  for  the  Cork 
Cenatitution,  an  orthodox  Protestant  paper, 
plainly  expressed  its  opinion  that  the  ap- 
pointment ought  to  have  been  given  to 
some  hardworking  Irishman,  and  not  to 
an  immigrant  from  a  foreign  country.  In 
the  English  Clergy  Hat  he  found  the  name 
of  a  £ev.  P.  Hutley,  which  appeared  to 
be  the  same  in  all  respects  as  that  of  the 
gentieman  appointed  to  the  benefice  in 
Cork ;  and  assuming  that  he  was  right  in 
his  surmise  as  to  identi^jr,  this  gentleman 
came  tnm  a  place  called  Tamworth.  "  The 
Rev.  P.  Hartley"  was  the  name  given,  so 
that  whether  it  was  "Pfttrick,".  "Peter," 
"  Panl,"  or  "  Feel,"  did  not  appear ;  but 
this  gentieman,  it  seemed,  had  been  ap- 
pointed in  1854  to  a  curacy  at  Tamworth, 
with  the  magnificent  stipend  of  £72  a  year. 
At  Tamworth  Mr.  Hartiey  had  a  congr^- 
tion  of  466,  and  a  salary  equal  to  3«.  Id.  a 
head,  but  when  he  got  to  Clonpriest,  he 
was  paid  at  the  rate  of  £40  a  head,  or, 
in  otiier  words,  he  was  paid  in  Ircdand 
250  times  more  for  doing  100  times  less 
work.  The  population  of  Tamworth  was 
1 0,287 ;  there  were  four  or  five  clergymen ; 
and  the  total  annual  revenues  of  the  clei^ 
in  that  borough  were  returned  as  £690. 
Anybody,  therefore,  who  went  through 
the  process  of  mental  arithmetic  so  higUy 
recommended  by  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Govmunent.  would  {wobably 
find  that  clergymen  in  England  were  paid 
1«.  4(f.  per  head,  while  in  Ireland  a  day- 
man was  paid  at  the  rate  of  £40  per 
head.  Some  gentlemen  in  Ireland,  and  par- 
ticolarfy  Mr.  ezrCbuoeUor  ^g^^^ 
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oalling  for  an  union  of  the  two  Chuiohes 
in  I^Dg^d  and  Ireland,  but  here  vas 
union  witii  a  Tengeanoe!  He  made  no 
charge  against  any  Member  of  the  Gorem- 
ment.  The  facts  which  he  had  given  to 
the  House  he  hod  taken  from  public  docu- 
ments, and  whether  the  Bev.  Ur.  Hartley 
was  a  troublesome  opponent  or  a  supporter 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  he  really  did  not  know. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet,  of  course,  had  his 
own  reasons,  and  no  donbt  would  ^ve 
these  to  the  House  in  an  honest,  straight- 
forward, English  manner,  as  English  an 
answer  as  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of 
the  Qovemment  would  give  to  a  question 
fmm  hia  fiiend  Itr.  Bowoliff  at  Tirerton. 
He  came  now  to  the  next  case  in  the 
same  diocese — that  of  Faxrahy.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Census  of  1834  the  population 
there  had  been  thirty-eight,  but  tn  1861 
it  had  dwindled  down  to  fifteen.  [An 
hon.  Hxmbbb:  The  Protestant  popula- 
tion?] Of  course.  The  law  did  not  re- 
cognise any  other.  He  had  shown  that 
in  Clonpriest  the  State  provided  £600  a 
year  for  the  spiritual  wants  of  fourteen 
Protestants,  whilst  for  the  2,000  Catholics 
the  State  provided  only  proselytism  or 
persecution.  In  the  pari^  of  Farrahy 
there  were  belonging  to  the  Established 
Church  only  four  males,  men  and  boys. 
They  were,  however,  very  strong  in  fe- 
males, tor  there  were  eleven,  so  that  in 
this  respect  they  were  well  provided  for. 
The  Boman  Catholics  of  the  parish  were 
1,008,  and  the  whole  population  were 
1,023  in  numbor.  The  net  value  of  the 
benefice  was  stated  in  the  Irish  Church 
Directory  to  be  £356  a  year,  and  there 
were  twenty-two  acres  ot  glebe  land, 
looking  at  Almanac  far  1865  he 

found  that  at  the  end  of  last  year  the 
£ev.  John  Westropp  Brady  had  been 
appointed  to  this  living  of  Farrahy,  and 
there  was  no  objection  that  he  knew  of  to 
this  excellent  Whig  appointment.  The 
Chief  Secretary  having  had  his  turn  in 
Clonpriest,  did  not  get  the  next  turn,  for 
Lord  Wodehouse  having  come  over  as  Lord 
Lieutenant,  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 
got  his  share  of  the  patronage,  and  a  son-in- 
law  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  was  appointed. 
He  (Hr.  Scully)  had  been  asked,  in  the 
streets  of  Dnblu,  by  a  Catholic  friend  who 
had  a  large  property  in  the  county  of 
Cork,  whether  he  had  infiuence  in  getting 
Crown  Hvinga  in  the  oonnty  f  He  replied 
that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with' appoint* 
menta  of  that  kind,  but  that  in  times  past 


he  was  allowed  to  xeomnmend  to  ritoationB 
worth  about  £3  a  year  in  the  Post  Office. 

His  friend  told  him  that  he  oared  littie 
about  it,  but  that  he  paid  the  rector  £80 
a  year,  and  that  all  he  wanted  was  a  good 
neighbour.  He  told  his  Mend  that  if  he 
would  send  in  a  memorial  in  favour  of  any 
friend  he  would  forward  it,  and  then  he  had 
no  doubt  it  would  be  treated  with  all  the  re- 
speot,  or  contempt,  it  deserved.  He  kept 
his  eye  upon  the  living,  and  he  found  that 
the  Lord  Chancellor  put  his  son-in-law 
into  it.  No  doubt  he  was  an  excellent 
man,  but  this  showed  what  the  Chureh 
establishment  of  Irdand  was  kept  up 
for.  He  might  be  told  that  the  Ber. 
J,  "W.  Brady  was  not  now  rector  of  Far- 
rahy, and  Uiat  some  one  dse  had  been 
appointed  to  this  living.  A  paragraph 
had  heea  going  the  roimd  of  uie  news- 
papers, stating  that  the  Ber.  John  West- 
ropp  Brady,  late  oorate  of  Afl^iadoe, 
Eillamey,  had  been  appointed  by  the 
Crown  to  the  rectory  of  Slana,  in  the 
diocese  of  Meath,  and  that  the  Bev. 
Brabazon  Disney  had  been  appointed  by 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  rectory  of 
Farrahy,  diocese  of  Cloyne,  of  which 
parish  he  was  formerly  curate.  He  be- 
lieved the  fact  to  be  that  Kr.  Brady  was 
appointed  to  Farrahy,  but  a  Crown  living 
of  greater  value  having  fallen  in  he  was 
sent  to  a  place  nearer  Dublin,  and  Mr. 
Disney  was  sent  to  Farrahy.  To  unite 
the  two  cases  of  Clonpriest  and  Farrahy, 
it  appeared  that  their  joint  revenues 
amounted  to  about  £1,000  a  year,  and 
that  their  joint  populations  were  3,028 
persons,  of  whom  29  were  Protestants,  and 
2,999  Cathcdica;  being  in  the  propor- 
tion of  about  1  to  105.  The  third  parish 
was  not  quite  so  good,  or  so  bad,  a  case, 
whichever  it  might  be  caUed.  Carrigro- 
hano  was  not  a  Crown  living,  but  waa 
in  the  gift  of  the  Bishop.  The  Protestants 
were  in  1834,  48  in  numbei^22  males 
and  26  females;  the  Catholics  were  532; 
and  the  total  population  was  590.  About 
:  two  years  ago  the  Bi^op  himself  was  ap- 
pointed to  tibe  see,  and  now  he  had  pre- 
sented his  own  son  to  this  living  of  £697 
a  year.  Here  were  three  livings — one  of 
which  was  given  to  the  curate  of  Tam- 
worth,  a  second  to  the  son-in-law  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  third  to  the  son  of 
the  Bishop ;  and  this  was  the  way  in  which 
the  public  patrcmage  was  exercised.  It 
might  be  argued  that  if  these  livings  were 
not  dneoures,  they  were  trusts  for  the 
public.  He  did  not  say  that  ihey  were  not 
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filled  by  good  men,  but  it  certainly  looked 
extraordiiiaTy  that  the  clei|^en  pre- 
Bonted  to  them  vere  so  donly  otmneoted 
tIUl  the  patToni.  The  last  parish  to 
wldoh  he  had  refened  had  a  subBtan- 
tial  cHmgr^tion  of  forty-eight  Protes- 
tants, and  the  dernman  reoeired  about 
£700  a  year  for  looking  after  them. 
He  vidied  to  have  these  facte  placed  by 
OoTonmait  aathority  on  a  half-sheet  of 
paper,  so  that  he  vho  ran  might  read  them. 
He  tniatod  that  the  Seor^ary  for  Ireland 
vonld  either  admit  the  &ot8  oandidly,  or 
give  them  a  plain  denial,  vhieh  oonld  be 
Bttl»tantiated  by  the  Betnm  noT  moved 
for.  He  had  that  morning  reoeiTed  a 
letter  from  Dublin,  not  written  with  any 
reference  to  this  Motion,  but  relating  to 
the  manner  in  whidi  the  GoTemment 
patronage  was  exercised  in  Dublin.  The 
writer  was  a  well-to-do  gentleman,  who 
had  the  advantage  in  this  world  of  being 
a  Protestant,  and  he  wrote  as  follows : — 
"  Be  first  to  declare  against  the  Lord 
Lieutenancy  and  the  Castle."  He  did 
not  say  he  agreed  with  the  writer,  but 
he  added  — 

Like  the  Butile  of  PariB,  tuve  the  buildiDK 
itself  remoTed—iU  Terj  nuteriati.  the  briok  and 
mortar  I  mean — as  weU  for  the  moral  benefit  of 
Dublin  aa  of  all  Ireland.  The  whole  oonoem 
has  dwindled  until  it  it  aomethin;  like  a  com- 
petition between  rogaet.  Comangninitjr  !■  the 
path  to  pnblio  poata  of  emoloment  and  honoar." 

And  then  his  friend  referred  to  certain 

recent  appointments,  adding  — 

"  All  this  miLj  be  eqnall;  bad  in  England,  but 
there  the  oorruptioa  ia  distributed  orer  a  wider 
■urfkce.  Here  the  sooial  aervilttj  of  the  profea* 
dona — l9gfi,  medioal,  and  eleriu^ — aota  and  re- 
act! on  eaoh  other,  whUe  all  oor  ■yoophaots  in  law, 
or  ^sie,  or  diTinttjr  ooalesoe  togethw  against 
Bo^ior  miDds." 

The  hon.  (Gentleman  then  read  extracts 
from  the  Wmeheiier  Mcamitm'  and  other 
Eogliah  newspapers  strongly  condemning 
the  anomalous  position  of  the  Established 
Churoh  in  Ireland,  and  said,  that  with 
regard  to  the  appointment  of  tiie  Bishop's 
son  there  had  been  complaints  on  the 
part  of  the  Protestant  olergy,  and  several 
letters  on  the  subject  had  appeared  in  the 
Cork  CotutituUoH.  The  Protestants  in 
that  House  had  often  professed  to  assist 
the  Catholic  Uembers,  where  the  tem- 
poral affidrs  of  His  Hc^ess  the  Pope 
were  concerned,  by  giving  advice  and 
making  representations  or  misrepresenta- 
tions. Well,  he  (Ur.  SoolM  W  now 
vetomed  the  compUmwt.  Hs  did  not 
intend  to  bring  any  diarge  i^idut  tiw 
Mr. 


de^^ymen  appointed,  or  to  raise  any  ques- 
tion as  to  their  fitness.  The  Biuop  of 
Cork,  no  doubt,  knew  his  own  son  beet, 
and  the  pious  parishioner  of  Tamworth 
knew  his  dei^yman  best.  In  bringing 
this  matter  bdbre  the  Honse  he  had  no 
personal  object  in  view,  and  hoped  the 
hon.  Baronet  would  give  the  House  a 
clear  and  candid  denial  in  his  usual  manly 
and  straightforward  vray,  or  admit  the  facto 
and  make  a  dean  breast  of  it.  hon. 
Membor  conduded  by  moving  for 

Betuma.  in  tabnUr  form,  ahowiag,  at  to  each 
of  those  benefloes  or  parishes  ;  tbe  date  of  the 
last  presentation  ;  the  name  or  title  of  the  patron  ; 
tbe  name  of  the  present  inoombent ;  the  annual 
value  (inolndiDg  any  glebe  or  glebe  house) ;  the 
ohnroh  aooommodation ;  and  the  population  ac- 
cording to  the  Gomnment  Oeosus  of  1834  and 
1861  reipeetiTeljr ;  distingalihbgastoeaohMiUt 
the  niunber  of  Protestants  from  the  nunbsr  of 
lUmuui  Gatholiesr-<ifi>.  SeuU^,) 

Snt  BOBEBT  PEEL  said,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  been  longer  than  I  expected 
in  making  his  statement.    It  was  not  at 
all  necessary  for  him  to  urge  upon  me  the 
propriely  of  making  a  straightforward 
answer,  for  I  will  a^  the  House  whether 
I  hare  not  always  endeavoured  as  &r  as  I 
can  to  answer  him  with  distinctness. 
But  while  I  was  listening  to  my  hon. 
Friend— if  he  will  allow  me  to  call  him  so 
— I  could  not  hdp  remembering  that  I 
had  observed  a  remarkable  silence  on  the 
part  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  during  tbe 
long  vacation,  and  I  now  see  to  what  it  is 
to  be  attributed.   During  the  long  vaca- 
tion he  has  beat  evidently  studying  mental 
arithmetic,  and  the  earlier  penods  of  the 
French  revdntion.  But,  A  all  events,  I 
am  quite  ready  to  admit  oil  tiie  iSsda  otm- 
nected  with  ulc  parishes  if,  as  he  s^s, 
they  are  taken  mm  the  Census  Betums. 
The  Cfflisus  Betnms  are  quite  accurate. 
But  it  is  not  neoessanr,  in  alluding  to  those 
three  parishes  of  Cork,  to  enter  into  a  re- 
view of  the  position  of  the  Established 
Church  in  Ireland.    I  can  only  attribute 
the  eagerness  which  the  hon.  Oentleman 
as  a  Bom  an  Catholic  takes  in  promoting 
the  interests  of  the  Protestant  Chnroh,  to 
the  fact  that  he  is  desirous  of  contradicting 
a  statement  which  I  saw  in  the  Irish  news- 
papers some  weeks  ago,  to  the  eflPeot  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  not  going  to 
stand  again  for  the  county  of  Cork,  but  was 
about  to  transfer  his  srarvioes  to  Cashel, 
and  he  is  naturally  anxious  to  reoommend 
himself  to  his  old  oonstitaeiunr.   I  will 
now  very  briefly  oUnde  to  the  laree  points 
to  whieh  the  him.  Qwtleina&^iM  dire^ed 
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the  attention  of  the  Hoobo.  The  hon. 
Oentleman  oomplains  that  there  are  great 
ineqnalitiea  in  the  distribution  of  Charcb 
patronage  in  Ireland ;  and  no  doabt  there 
are.  In  some  inatanoee  the  population 
may  hare  diminiihed,  while  the  Chnroh 
revenues  nerertheless  remain  the  same ; 
while,  on  tiie  other  hand,  a  lai^  increase 
of  population  may  hare  taken  place  with- 
out snffloient  provision  bein^;  made  for 
its  spiritual  wants.  Inequahties  of  that 
Und  exist  in  England  as  well  as  in  Ire- 
land, and  in  both  eountries  they  are  equally 
to  be  r^retted.  But  the  exercise  of  the 
patronage  in  respeot  of  Crown  livings  is 
another  question,  and  the  hon.  (Gentleman 
has  made  that  question  a  serious  one  to 
me  personally.  From  what  he  said,  one 
would  almost  infer  that  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor and  myself  were  fighting  for  the 
distribution  of  patronage,  and  that  when  I 
had  been  accommodated,  then  it  was  the 
turn  of  the  Lord  Chanoellor.  Nothing 
can  be  further  fh>m  the  truth  than  such 
a  representation.  "W^ith  regard  to  the 
living  of  Glonprieat,  it  is  perfectly  true 
that,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, I  did  appoint  the  gentleman  named 
by  the  hon.  Member ;  but  I  beg  to  say  that, 
during  the  whtde  period  of  my  administra- 
tion, I  have  never  sought  to  distribute  such 
patronage  as  was  placed  in  my  hands 
upon  grounds  of  peiBonal  ihvour  or  family 
interest,  and  I  have  never  made  an  ap- 
pointment without  honestly  believing  it 
to  be  for  the  publio  good.  I  repeat  it  is 
true  that  I  recommended  the  appointment 
of  llr.  Hartley ;  but  he  had  no  such  claims 
on  me  as  tho  hon.  Member  seemed  to  oon- 
template,  and  on  a  recent  remarkable 
occasion,  having  promised  my  support  to  a 
gentleman  for  tiie  representation  of  Tam- 
worth,  and  afterwards  made  good  that  pro- 
mise, 88  an  honest  man  would,  to  my  own 
personal  detriment  and  the  intermpnon  of 
several  friendships,  Hr.  Hartley  reused 
to  vote  for  tiie  person  in  whom  I  was  iute- 
lested.  Certainly,  ther^ore,  it  was  owing 
to  no  personal  favour  that  I  appointed 
or  reoommended  tiie  appointment  of  this 
gentleman.  A  living  became  vacant,  and 
the  late  Lord  Carlisle  most  kindly  con- 
sulted me  respecting  the  appointment, 
and,  as  he  did  on  more  than  one  ooca- 
sion,  placed  it  at  my  disposal.  The 
fact  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  not  being 
in  Ireland  at  the  time,  did  not  tend 
to  place  the  patronage  in  my  hands. 
The  patnmage  of  the  Crown  livings  rests 
exdnslTely  vitli  the  Lord  LientMUiati  bat 


in  this  instance,  as  I  have  explained,  he 
gave  me  the  privilege  of  recommending  a 
clo^yman  for  the  living.  I  naturally  se- 
looted  one  with  whom  I  was  acquainted, 
and  recommended  a  gentleman  who,  not 
onl^  in  his  own  parish,  but  far  beyond  tiie 
limits  of  his  own  pariah,  was  con^icuoua 
for  his  many  virtaes.  I  venture  to  say 
that  yon  oomd  not  find  a  man  more  hum- 
Ue,  more  condliatory,  or  m«e  tolerant 
thim  tiiat  gentianan,  and  I  am  quite  sure 
he  will  do  Ms  duty  honestly  and  properly 
in  his  new  Bpba».  It  is  true  that  the 
number  of  his  Protestant  parishioners  may 
be  very  small;  but  that  baa  nothing  to  do 
with  we  question  at  issue ;  for,  until  Par- 
liament otherwise  determines,  when  a 
Crown  living  becomes  vacant,  the  appoint- 
ment to  that  living  must  be  made  in  the 
regular  course.  In  his  statements  as  to 
the  emolnments  of  that  living,  tho  hon. 
Gentleman  has  gone  far  beyond  the  proper 
figures.  Instead  of  being  £600  or  £750, 
the  net  income  of  the  rectory  of  Glonpriest 
is  £415.  There  is  a  vast  difference  be- 
tween that  amount  and  £750.  As  regards 
the  living  of  Farrahy,  I  am  authorized  to 
say  that  Kr.  Brady  was  a^^inted  to  that 
living  from  no  reeommendation  of  the 
Chancellor.  Although  he  bears  the  same 
name,  I  am  informed  that  he  was  no  conneo- 
lion  of  the  Chancellor's  nntil  he  married 
his  daught».  It  mig^t,  perhaps,  naturally 
be  supposed  tiiat  the  Chancellor  exendsed 
some  influence  in  procuring  this  apnunt- 
ment ;  but  he  did  not.  ^e  Lord  Xieu- 
tenant  reoommended  Mr.  Brady  to  the 
living  of  his  own  &ee  will,  and  afterwards, 
as  is  irequently  the  case,  a  transfer  being 
made  between  one  living  and  another  at 
the  request  of  both  parties,  Mr.  Brady 
was  transferred  to  Slane,  and  Mr.  Brabazon 
Disney  to  Farrahy.  There  remains  the 
third  living,  Carrigrohane,  where  the 
Bishop  of  Cork  appointed  his  ohaplain, 
who  happened  to  be  his  son.  Now,  the 
Bishop  of  Cork  is  a  distinguished  Prelate 
well  known  in  Dublin,  and  he  naturally 
took  his  BOD,  who  was  also  a  distinguishra 
minister,  as  his  ohaplain.  It  was  nothing 
surprimng,  when  a  living  within  four 
miles  of  Cork  became  vacant^  that  the 
Bishop  should  appoint  his  chaplun.  Thus 
I  hope  I  have  shown  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  no  right  to  oall  in  question  the 
ezeroising  of  patronage  in  any  one  of  these 
three  instances.  The  Bishop  of  Cork  did 
what  would  have  been  done  in  this  country. 
The  Lord  Lieutenant  did  not  act  at  the 
«l«.t     the  ife^^blS^I^ 
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liTing  of  Clonpriest  was  gir^  on  mj  re- 
oommendation,  which  the  Lord  Lleut^nt 
most  kindly  accepted  And  confirmed.  That 
IB  all  I  have  to  offer  upon  the  obserrationB 
of  the  hon,  QenUeman.  The  Oovemment 
will  bo  quite  ready  to  give  the  Retuma  for 
which  he  asks,  except  that  part  referring 
to  the  glebe  or  glebe-house.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  is  not  aware  that  according 
to  the  3  &  4  WiU.  lY.  o.  37,  s.  18, 
we  hare  no  power  to  aaoertain  what  the 
-ralue  of  glebe -houses  is.  Therefore,  if 
the  hffli.  Gentleman  will  be  good  enough 
to  amend  his  Motion,  by  the  omission  of 
the  words  referring  to  the  glebe,  I  ^all 
be  quite  willing  to  grant  tiie  Betum  he 
has  called  fin: ;  and  I  am  quite  sore  that 
my  hon.  Friend  will  agree  that  I  have 
now  g^ren  him  a  steaightforward  and  per- 
fectly satiB&otary  answer  as  to  the  exer- 
cise of  this  patronage. 

Mb.  LEFROY,  before  referring  to  one 
of  the  cases  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  had  brought  before  the  House,  beg- 
ged to  thank  him  for  the  interest  which 
he  appeared  to  take  iu  promoting  the  ad- 
Tancement  of  the  Established  Church  in 
Ireland.  He  had  gone  beyond  auy  Gen- 
tleman of  his  own  religion  in  touching 
upon  the  affairs  of  the  Church  of  Ireland. 
He  could  not  understand  what  had  inspired 
the  interest  of  the  hon.  Member,  or  what 
had  induced  him  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  for  nearly  an  hour  in  oommentiug 
on  the  mode  of  administering  the  intemtd 
affairs  of  the  Church  in  the  diocese  of  Cork. 
If  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  intended  to 
huid  oTor  the  revenues  to  his  own  Church, 
be  could  understand  it;  but  at  present  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  could  have  led 
him  to  take  suoh  a  course.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet,  in  respect  to  two  of  the  livings' 
to  which  reference  had  been  made,  had 
given  a  satisfactory  explanation,  and  he 
(Mr.  Lefroy)  would  now  state  a  few  par- 
ticulars respecting  the  appointment  made 
by  the  Bi^op  of  Cork ;  not  that  he  thought 
the  case  a  very  important  one,  but  because 
when  an  opportunity  presented  itself  of 
meeting  any  specific  charge  against  the 
Irish  Church  he  thought  it  right  and 
pro^r  to  do  so.  The  Bishop  was  most 
aistrngnished  for  his  conduct  as  a  Chris- 
tian nunister  and  for  his  preaching.  He 
never  sought  for  patronage.  The  arch- 
deaconry whidi  he  previously  held  was 
fbrced  upon  him  by  Lord  Carlisle,  and  his 
appointment  to  the  bishopric  was  un- 
sought by  him  and  was  quite  nnra^pected. 
With  respect  to  the  apptttntmeilt  in  this 
8irRob0HPctl 


particular  case  of  the  Bishop's  son.  Was 
he  a  youth  brought  by  the  Bi^op  from 
the  University,  appointed  his  chaplun,  and 
then  appointed  to  a  living  ?  By  no  means. 
He  was  a  hard-working  curate  long  beforo 
his  father  was  made  a  Bishop.  While  his 
father  was  a  minister  iu  Dublin,  he  was 
ordained,  in  1857,  for  the  onraoy  of  Glon- 
mire,  in  the  diocese  of  Cork.  In  1659  he 
was  appointed  b^  the  trustees  to  the  in- 
cumbency of  Christ  Church,  Belfost,  in  Uie 
diocese  of  Connor,  with  a  salary  of  £350 
per  annum,  because  it  was  thought  that 
being  an  cdoqnent  preaoher  he  would  fill 
the  Church.  This  appointment  was  due, 
not  to  fitvour,  bat  simply  to  his  own  to- 
Imt  and  efl^oenoy  as  a  minister.  Ths 
House  would  observe  that  the  rev.  gentle- 
man was  not  appointed  to  this  living  by 
the  Bishop,  but  by  the  trustees.  He  dis< 
chaiged  faithflilly  and  zealously  the  duties 
of  this  appointment  until  April  1862, 
when  his  father,  being  appointed  Bishop 
of  Cork  by  the  late  lamented  Lord  Car- 
lisle, made  him  his  chaplain.  Could  it  be 
said  that  he  ought  not  to  have  been  ap- 
pointed to  this  Uving  by  his  father,  after 
having  proved  himself  worthy  of  the  pro- 
motion as  a  well  qnalifled  and  useful  der- 
gyman?  Judges  were  in  tiie  habit  of 
appointing  their  sons  to  their  official  seore< 
taryships,  and  were  Bishops'  sons  to  bo 
disqualified  merely  because  they  were 
Bishops'  sons?  Before  this  appointment 
the  Bishop  had  appointed  six  curates  to 
valuable  livings  in  his  diocese,  and  it  was 
not  until  the  proper  time  came  that  the 
Bishop  gave  his  son  ttiis  appointment, 
which  he  had  since  filled  to  the  general 
satisfisotion  both  of  the  parishioners  and 
the  public.  The  hon.  Gfentleman  had, 
however,  overstated  the  value  of  tihe  bene- 
fice of  Carrigrohane.  It  was  not  worth 
£675  per  annum ;  but  he  (Mr.  Lefroy) 
was  authorized  to  state  that  its  net  value 
was  only  (after  deducting  house  rent,  cu- 
rate, income  tax,  poor  rate,  and  visitation 
fees)  £459  15«.  He  had,  he  thought, 
said  enough  to  show  that  the  appointment 
had  been  made  upon  tlie  merits  of  the 
man,  and  the  Bishop  had  an  undoubted 
right  to  appoint  any  properly  qualified 
person  to  the  vacant  living.  TJnder  these 
oiroumstances,  he  hoped  that  the  House 
would  he  of  the  same  opinion,  and  that  the 
hon.  Member  (Ur.  Sciuly)  would  see  that 
his  exertions  to  bemsfit  the  Established 
Chnrob— if  that  was  his  intention — ^were 
thrown  away,  and  the  time  of  tito  Honse 
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Ur.  HABFIELD  said,  that  he  wished 
the  House  to  inqnire  wlmt  was  the  cause 
of  these  bitter  ducossions  which  arose  from 
time  to  time  as  to  the  affairs  of  the  Irish 
Ghnrch?   Was  it  not  a  fact,  that  in  a 
popnlation  of  6,700,000  less  than  700,000 
belonged  to  the  State  Church  ?  Was  it  not 
the  fact  that  £650,000  a  year  was  given 
to  its  clergy  for  the  spiritnal  care  of  the 
miaori^,  while  the  majority  were  wholly 
onprovided  for  ?   He  was  glad  to  say  that 
in  oTery  sense  there  were  five  millions  of 
their  fulow  sabjeots  in  Ireland  who  were 
not  oared  for  by  the  State  Church  in  the 
sUghtest  degree.   That  was  not  a  rety 
popular  snlijeot  in  the  House,  and  was 
generally  got  rid  of  as  soon  as  possible ;  bat 
that  was  lite  damming  up  a  mighty  river 
wMoh,  nererthdess,  would  orerflow  ite 
banks  very  shortly.  It  was  lug^  time  to 
meet  the  question  of  the  Chnroh  of  Ireland 
in  fhe  fiu».   They  might  put  it  aside  for 
a  time,  but  it  would  ere  long  force  itself 
to  be  heard.    He  thought  the  people  of 
Ireland  had  just  cause  to  complain  that 
this  mark  of  conquest  yet  remained  to 
cast  a  gloom  over  their  noble  country.  He 
trasied  the  time  was  approaching  when 
the  Oovemment  would  seriously  attempt 
its  removal,  and  that  the  House  would  be 
tormented  no  more  with  the  complaints 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  county  of 
Cork,  or  in  any  other  way.   He  (Mr. 
Hadfieid)  would  earnestly  support  any 
attempt  to  get  rid  of  fms  mischievous 
Church,  which  he  did  not  regard  merely  as 
a  political,  bat  as  a  religious  question.  If 
it  were  done  away  with,  the  greatest  hind* 
ranoe  to  the  best  interests  of  the  people 
of  Ireland,  in  a  religions  sense,  would  be 
removed.   He  olgected  to  the  Chnroh  of 
Ireland,  not  so  ranch  as  a  political  insti* 
tution,  but  as  a  grievous  obstacle  in  the 
oount^  to  the  spread  of  Christian  princi- 
ples and  benevolence. 

]|£a.  VANCE  protested  against  the 
question  of  tho  Church  of  Ireland  being 
brought  before  the  House  by  a  side-wind. 
Let  the  question  be  brought  fairly  before 
the  House,  and  it  would  be  fully  met  and 
completely  answered.  Neither  in  this 
country  nor  in  Ireland  were  the  incomes 
of  clergymen  regulated  by  the  exact 
number  of  their  congregations ;  and  with 
regard  to  the  olei^  in  the  south  of  Ire- 
land, who  at  great  inconvenience  to  them- 
selves devoted  their  energies  to  the  small 
ccmgregations,  endeavouring  to  extend  thdr 
numbers,  which  he  was  happy  to  say  were 
gradually  inoreasiag,  deserved  credit  at 


the  hands  of  the  House,  and  not  the  dis- 
paragement they  were  continually  receiv- 
ing.   These  clergy  being  resident  formed 
the  very  best  country  gentlemen ;  and  if 
they  were  withdrawn  from  their  dupes  there 
would  be  still  more  absenteeism  amongst 
the  Protestant  proprietary  than  there  was 
at  present.   Ijie  subject  of  the  Irish 
Church  was  the  other  day  brought  for- 
ward at  a  great  Boman  Catholic  meeting 
in  Dublin,  under  the  presidency  of  the 
Lord  Mayor,  but  the  only  speakers  in 
favour  of  tiie  overthrow  of  the  Established 
Chnroh  were  the  Bomanist  prelates.  The 
laity  showed  it  no  &vour,  and  evidentiy 
thoiwht  ai^  advantage  would  be  dearly 
purchased  by  the  ill-will  and  annoyance 
tiiat  wonld  lesnlt  from  raising  the  ques- 
tion,   !niey  knew  tiut  the  cimstitutional 
difltnrbuioe  which  would  be  caused  by  such 
a  movement  wonld  not  in  any  way  be 
compensated  for  b^  depriving  a  few  clergy- 
men of  their  stipends.    It  was  quite 
capable  of  proof,  that  there  was,  in  many 
instances,  as  much  disparity  between  the 
revenues  of  clergymen  and  their  congre- 
gations in  this  country  as  in  Ireland,  and 
he  saw  no  necessity  for  continually  bring- 
ing forward  the  question  of  the  Irish 
Church  when  the  inhabitants  were  gene- 
rally satisfied  with  the  pr^ent  state  of 
things.    It  was  only  to  the  Dissenters  in 
England,  who  attempted  to  keep  up  an 
agitation  on  the  subject,  that  any  discon- 
tent which  might  exist  in  Ireland  as  to  tiie 
Established  Church  was  to  be  attributed. 
The  Boman  Catholic  population  of  Ireland 
had  not  generally  expressed  any  dissatas- 
footion  with  Uie  present  state  of  things, 
the  tithe-ient  chaiged,  by  which  the  Clergy 
was  supported,  being  paid  nearly  exclu- 
sively by  the  Pntestant  landlords,  whose 
interest  it  was  to  treat  their  tenantoy  with 
kindness  and  indul^nce. 

Mr.  SCULLY,  in  reply,  said,  he  had 
no  intention  whatever  of  giving  personal 
offence  to  either  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland,  to  tlie  Bishop  of  Cork,  who  was 
a  very  good  Bishop  for  a  Protestant,  or  to 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  as  he  was  sure 
they  had  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  what 
they  had  done,  and  he  individually  was 
peiTOCtly  satisfied  with  the  explanations  of 
the  latter,  who  had  got  rid  of  a  trouble- 
some opponent  If  the  figures  he  had  laid 
before  the  House  were  wrong,  he  could  not 
be  held  responsiUe  for  the  mistake,  as  he 
had  taken  them  from  public  documents. 
He  should  be  willing  to  take  the  Betums 
in  the  form  offinced  liy  the  ChLstSeoretary. 
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Motion  amoided  and  trprwif  to.  B«tam 
ortUrtd 

"  In  %  tabnlu*  form,  iliowfiig,  u  to  eaeb  of  the 
benefloM  or  p»riih«i  of  Glonpriut.  Famh/,  and 
Curigroh&ne,  in  the  ooontj  of  Corl^  tba  date  of 
the  lut  prewntation ;  the  name  or  title  of  the 
patron  ;  the  name  of  the  present  iaonmbent ;  the 
annual  Talne ;  the  ohurofa  mooonunodation  ;  and 
the  pc^mlaUon  according  to  the  GoTomment  Cen- 
■uoflSSiandoflMtreapeotivelj;  distingniBh- 
Ing  M  to  eaeb  pariih  the  number  of  Froteatanti 
from  the  nnmMr  of  Ronaa  CatbolJoa/WJ/r. 

PDBUO  HOUSE  CLOSIKG  AOT  (1804) 
AMENDMENT  BILL.— LEAVE. 

Ifljt.  COX  moTed  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  amend  "  The  Fublic-houBe  Clos- 
ing Act  1864 and  in  doing  so  begged 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  few 
facts  relative  to  that  Act.  It  was  intro- 
daced  last  Session  for  the  express  purpose 
of  meeting  a  particular  case.  Great  com- 
plaints had  been  made  by  the  inhabitants 
and  others  as  to  the  looseness  with  which 
certain  houses  in  the  Haymarket  and  its 
neighbourhood  were  conducted,  and  the 
evils  arising  from  those  houses  being  o^n 
aU  night.  He  had  no  pmnble  objection 
to  the  kx^t,  80  &r  as  those  houses  were 
conoemed,  but  its  operation  pat  him  in 
mind  of  tiie  lines  of  the  poet  Govperi  in 
his  description  of  Wit — 

**  Wit  andiitinfniBhing  la  apt  to  strike 
The  gniltj  and  not  gnilty  both  alike." 

And  this  Act  certainly  atmck  the  guilty 
(^though  not  very  severely),  and  inflicted 
injury  on  many  innocent  persons  besides. 
For  instance,  business  commenced  at  Co- 
vent  Garden  Market  at  about  two  or  tliree 
o'clock  in  the  morning ;  but  for  hours  pre- 
ceding that  time  persons  were  coming  from 
all  parts  of  the  metropolis  and  the  subur- 
ban districts,  bringing  produce  to  Uie 
market,  and  althou^  noUiing  was  more 
natural  than  for  them  to  deure,  and  be- 
fore the  passing  of  the  late  Act  they  had 
been  able  to  obtain  the  necessary  refresh- 
ment, they  could  not  now  get  waj,  as  the 
Act  of  last  Session  had  closed  not  only  the 
publio-honsee  proper,  bat  evoy  kinil  of 
n&edunent  and  coffise  house.  Anothor 
coueqaenoe  was,  tiiat  flie  Taloe  of  these 
houses  TVS  matmally^  diminished.  Thia 
coffise-honse  keepers  had  made  an  iq)plics' 
tiioQ  to  the  Chit^  Commissioner  of  Police 
for  permission  to  open  on  the  market  day, 
but  it  was  refused.  Again,  the  Ketropo- 
litan  Cattle  Market  commenced  bosineea 
about  three  or  fonr  o'dook  in  the  morning, 
bat  from  twelve  to  two  or  tfaree^  trains 
Mr,  SonSy  ^  ^ 


with  cattle  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
wan  oontinually  arriving,  and  herds  were 
driven  in  from  Herts  and  Essex  and  othw 
counties.  Before  the  passing  of  the 
Act  the  drovers  could  obtain  the  neces- 
sary refreshment,  but  they  had  no  oppor- 
tunity now  of  obtaining  any — all  places 
being  dosed  after  one  o'clock — and  were 
thus  seriously  inconTenimoed  and  injured. 
"One  touch  of  nature  makes  tiie  wluda 
world  akin,*'  and  if  he  coold  only  get  tiie 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Hcnne  Secretary 
up  to  the  cattle  market  at  two  or  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  keep  him  there 
for  half  an  hour,  there  woiild  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  an  amendment  of  the 
late  Act  which  he  was  about  to  propose. 
Besides  these  two  classes  of  innocent  per- 
sons who  were  prejudiced  the  operation 
of  this  Act,  there  was  another  class  of 
sufferers—gentlemen  of  great  intelligence, 
whose  duties  were  very  laborious,  and 
without  whom  they  cotud  not  enjoy  tlie 
luxury  of  the  broadsheets  whioh  appeared 
so  regularly  every  morning  on  their  break- 
fast tables.  He  alluded  to  the  gentlemen 
of  the  press,  who  were  engaged  in  setting 
np  and  pr^aring  the  morning  newspapers, 
vrtiose  labours  oommenced  in  the  evening, 
and  lasted  until  from  tiro  to  three  o'cAoek 
in  the  morning.  The  nature  of  thcdr  em- 
ployment prednded  tlum  from  taking  re* 
freshroent  early  in  their  work,  as  they  wera 
obliged  to  keep  cool  heads  and  steady  hands. 
But  before  the  passing  of  this  Act  what  was 
their  practice  ?  When  their  labours  were 
ended  these  300  or  400  gentlemen  were  in 
the  habit  of  taking  tea  or  oofifee,  or  sup- 
per, or  other  refreshments;  but  now,  before 
setting  off  to  their  homes,  many  of  them 
at  five  or  six  miles'  distance,  they  could 
get  no  refreshment  whatever.  It  might  be 
said  that  one  newspaper  provided  a  club- 
room  of  its  own,  where  all  engaged  upon 
it  could  get  the  necessary  refreshment; 
but  if  one  leviathan  establishment  could 
do  this,  it  did  not  follow  that  the  five  or 
six  other  newspapers  could  afford,  tx  had 
the  means  of  affording,  the  same  accommo- 
dation. The  persms  einpl<^ed  at  the 
Ibices  of  thooe  papers  wera  uereforeotrodk 
more  severely  by  the  Act  than  those  per- 
sms against  vhom  it  was  direoted.  He 
had  stated  a  oase  of  hardship  on  the  part 
of  three  classes  of  persons ;  but  then  was 
another  class  who  had  also  a  good  ground 
of  complaint.  It  was  well  known  that  if 
any  Bill  were  brought  into  the  Honse 
affecting  luid,  or  likely  to  depreciate  the 
▼aloe  of  landed  proper<7,  oompenaatioii 
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would  be  required ;  but  the  Act  of  last 
SeBBoa  hodimUy  inflicted  great  pecuniai? 
Ion  upon  indiTidna]^  who  were  left 
irithont  remedy.  For  inBtance,  the  persons 
who  Jiad  taiken  those  four  large  hooses 
at  the  Ketropolitaa  Cattle  Karket  had 
been  almost  mined.  They  had  laid  oat 
large  sums,  and  had  lost  a  very  consider- 
able portion  of  their  ouatom  throogh  this 
Act  of  Pwliament,  a  lai^  part  of  tiieir 
boaiBess  having  been  previously  done 
within  the  now  prohibited  terms.  Take, 
again,  the  case  of  the  ooffee-hoose  keepers 
at  Covent  Garden.  There  was,  he  had 
been  told,  one  man  who  had  given  £2,600 
for  his  boose,  and  it  was  now  not  worth 
a  quarter  of  that  som.  £ut  it  not  only 
ufbeted  these  and  other  places  within  the 
metropolis,  but  places  at  fire  or  six  miles' 
distaase.  He  had  had  m  Ic^er  from  a 
person  at  Vippet  Edmontm,  who  had  k^t 
a  eofibeJunse  tox  twenty-two  years,  and 
whoae  trade  was  utterly  nuned  by  this 
Aet.  Bje  was  an  old  man  of  seren^,  not 
fit  iat  any  other  emplo^ent,  and  hia  was 
a  very  Iwd  case.  The  object  of  the  Aet 
was  oxp-MsIy  to  eLoee  night  houses  like 
those  ef  the  Haymarket,  but  not  to  infiiot 
injuries  like  these  on  innocent  persons. 
The  Bill  he  now  asked  leave  to  bring  in 
was  to  remedy  the  evils  he  had  described. 
He  did  Bot  propose  to  make  any  violent 
alterations.  He  propoBed  to  leave  the  Act 
^ecisely  as  it  now  stood*  with  the  ex- 
ception of  extending  <me  of  the  olanses. 
While  the  Bill  was  passing  through  the 
House,  some  doubt  was  evidently  felt  that 
it  might  inflict  hardship  upon  some  honest 
persons,  for  an  attempt  had  been  made  to 
provide  some  machinery  by  which  the 
evils  he  had  described  mig^t  be  obviated. 
The  7th  danse  had  a  provision  to  the 
e&ot  that  oooasional  lioencea  mig^t  be 
qtplied  for  to  the  oonstitBted  authorities 
to  meet  any  special  oooasion  or  occasions. 
He  slunld  hare  tiiought  timt  market  days 
at  Covent  Garden  and  Copenhagen  Fields 
would  have  been  special  ooeasions  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Act,  but  the  Chief 
CommissioDer  of  Police  had  decided  other- 
wise. The  Bill  he  wished  to  bring  in 
proposed  to  extend  this  7th  clause  to  meet 
the  difficulties  and  hardships  he  had  men- 
tioned, but  still  leaving  the  decision  in  the 
hands  of  the  constituted  authoritieB.  This, 
he  believad,  would  have  the  desired  effect. 
The  hon.  Ifember  oonduded  by  moving 
for  kave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
Act  37  &^  Vict.  0.  64,  commonly  called 
"The  Public  House  Closiiig  Act,  1864." 


Bp  GEOBOE  6BEY  said:  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  oflbr  any  opposition  to  the 
introdnctimi  of  the  Bill ;  but  tlw  obswva- 
tiona  which  have  been  made  by  the  hon. 
aad  learned  C^entlemaa  are  snch  as,  I 
think,  render  it  incnmbent  on  me  to  say  a 
few  words  in  reply.  It  u  a  mistake  to 
suppose  that  the  measure  of  last  Sewion 
was  brought  forward  merely  to  ranedy 
those  disorden  which  attracted  so  mn^ 
attention  in  one  particular  part  of  the  me- 
tropolis. The  evils  complained  of  from 
public-houses  bdng  kept  open  all  night 
were  by  no  means  con&ted  to  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  of  the  Haymarket 
They  extended  to  other  places.  Then 
can  be  no  doubt  that  great  disotdn  pre- 
vailed in  the  Haymarket  in  oanseguenee 
of  iU^regnlated  pafolio-honses  and  refiresh- 
moit-houaes  bong  k^  open  tibronghout 
the  night  The  Act  applies  to  these  and 
othw  parts  the  metropolis,  and  to  other 
plaeea.  For  I  am  aSeoA  that  in  all  the 
large  towns  throug^iont  the  conntoy  there 
wiU  be  fbmid  persons  licensed  to  keep 
public-houses  who  are  anxious  to  make 
as  much  money  as  they  can  without  being 
very  particular  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
that  is  done.  By  the  general  body  of 
licensed  victuallers  no  opposition  was 
offered  to  the  passing  of  the  measure, 
and  its  operation  has,  beyond  all  doubt, 
been  most  beneficial.  'Not  have  its  ad- 
vantages been  confined  to  London.  So 
much  appreciated  have  been  its  benefits 
that  its  provisions  have  been  aoted  upon 
in  many  large  towns  tiironghout  England, 
and  ample  evidence  can  be  obtained  of  the 
immense  advantages  which  have  followed 
from  its  operation.  I  merely  mention  this 
to  show  the  House  v^hat  has  been  the  efieot 
of  the  Act,  and  in  order  that  the  Bill  may 
be  duly  conmdered  hehc&  any  inroad  is 
made  upon  its  provisitnu.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman oomplained  that  refireshment-houses 
were  inolnded  within  its  operation,  but 
if  such  houses  were  permitted  to  be 
kept  open  all  night,  those  evils  against 
which  the  Bill  was  directed  would  still 
ocmtinne.  It  was  ootainly  intontional 
on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  that  those 
houses  were  included,  and  I  feel  sure  the 
House  woidd  not  wish  to  exclude  them 
from  tiie  operation  of  tiie  Act.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  deny  that  some  oases 
of  hardahip  do  exist,  owing  to  the  pre- 
sent stato  of  -  the  law,  bnt  such  instances 
must  oocur  whenrer  general  reBtrioUons 
are  imposed  in  the  public  interest  Tbe 
hon.  Gentiemta  loys  that ^  Aet  «f 
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last  Sesaion  operates  harshly  oa  persons 
aniTing  at  CoTont  Garden  Karket  be- 
tween two  and  three  o'clock  in  the 
meaning,  who  find  the  puUio-honsea  shut 
agidnst  them.  It  should,  however,  be 
Iwxne  in  mind  that  thrae  hooaes  are 
not  dosed  nntil  one  o'olook,  and  tha^ 
thereforet  persons  coming  to  the  market 
would  in  all  probability  be  able  to 
procure  refreshments  on  thMr  way  to  it, 
while  after  their  arrival  ttiey  would  find 
the  public-houses  open  again  at  four 
o'clock.  With  regard  to  the  drovers  who 
are  brought  by  train  to  the  cattle  market 
between  one  and  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, tiie  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  forget 
the  express  provisions  of  the  Act  as  to 
hmd  travellers  obtaining  refreshments 
at  railway  stations,  and  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  them  from  procuring  refresh- 
ments at  the  stations  on  their  arrival. 
As  regards  the  houses  themselves  at  the 
cattle  market,  I  can  hardly  conceive 
that  any  of  them  depended  solely  upon 
their  early  morning  custom,  for  the  mar* 
ket  is  open  during  the  whole  of  the 
day,  and  of  oonrse  those  houses  are  re- 
sorted  to  b^  persons  attending  the  market. 
Bnt  tiiere  is  another  instance  shout  which 
I  would  wish  to  say  a  word.  I  admit 
that  those  gentlemen  whose  duties  in 
conneoti<m  witii  the  'press  keep  them  up 
nn^  an  early  hoar  of  the  moraii^  may 
be  exposed  to  inconvenience,  owing  to 
their  being  unable  to  procure  refresh- 
ment at  a  public-house  when  their  work 
is  done.  I  saw  some  of  the  gentlemen 
conueoted  with  the  press  on  the  subject 
before  the  Bill  passed  through  the  House. 
They  wished  that  power  should  be  given 
to  Uie  police  to  sanction  some  particular 
houses  being  kept  open,  and  to  exempt 
them  from  the  operation  of  the  Act,  and 
I  was  disposed  as  far  as  possible  to  meet 
thmr  ease.  But  the  difiBcuIty  arose  that  if 
the  police  are  empowerd  to  select  some 
particular  house  or  houses  where  those 
gentlemen  might  obtain  refreshment,  they 
would  be  intrusted  with  a  monopoly  in 
the  selection  whidi  might  excite  great 
dissatisfiuttion  in  the  trade.  There  ia 
(me  great  eateblishment  which  has  been 
already  referred  to,  and  wh(we  example 
tiie  hon.  Gentieman  said  I  was  not  to 
eito ;  hut  I  do  not  see  why  I  should 
hesitate  to  name  it,  Th»  Timet  office, 
where,  as  I  am  informed,  ample  provision 
is  made,  not  in  a  public-house,  bnt  in  a 
private  room  attached  to  the  office,  for 
ftamiihiDg  tboae  of  its  staff  who  may  re- 


quire  it  with  all  the  refreshment  neces- 
sary. It  may  not  be  possible  fbr  the 
gentlemen  connected  with  any  other  indi- 
vidual paper  to  secure  a  simuar  privilege, 
bnt  if  tb«e  employed,  say  cm  aome  half- 
doaen  papers,  were  to  unite  t(^ther,  I 
think  they  would  have  no  difficulty  in 
finding  the  means  of  providing  for  weir 
wante  without  resorting  to  a  pttbUo-house. 
It  only  remains  for  me  to  observe  that 
if  particular  public-houses  were  exempted 
from  the  operation  of  the  measure, 
they  could  not  be  restricted  to  the  use 
of  one  set  of  men,  but  must  be  open 
to  all  the  world,  and  consequently  the 
abuses  of  the  Haymarket  would  be  trans- 
ferred to  Covent  Garden  or  other  places. 
1  offer  no  opposition  to  the  introduction  of 
the  Bill,  but  I  hope  the  House  will  not 
alter  the  principle  or  tiie  main  provisions 
of  the  Act  of  last  year. 

Mb.  cox  said,  that  the  refreshment 
rooms  at  railway  stetions  were  of  no  use 
to  drovers  who  attended  the  Ketropolitan 
Cattie  Market.  H^  had  been  in  favour  of 
the  Act  from  ite  first  introduction ;  bnt 
he  contended  that  the  7th  clause,  which 
was  intended  to  remove  any  injury  tiiat 
might  arise  firom  the  operation  of  the  Aot, 
did  not  go  far  enough. 

Mb.  HADFIELD  said,  he  believed  tbat 
Manchester  and  Liverpool  had  almost 
neanimonsly  adopted  the  Aot,  and  had  felt 
the  benefit  of  ite  operation,  and  therefore 
he  hoped  that  notiiing  would  be  done 
which  would  infringe  upon  the  prindple 
of  it. 

Me.  AYRTON  believed  that  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  Act  were  seriously  consi- 
dered last  year,  and  it  would  be  a  breach  of 
faith  with  those  who  had  acquiesced  in  the 
Act  if  it  were  so  soon  altered.  If  a  power 
of  selecting  certain  houses  to  be  exempt 
from  the  Act  were  given  to  the  police,  it 
might  be  made  to  operate  most  unfairly. 
He  should  like  to  see  tiie  example  set  by 
7%0  TiiMt  followed  in  other  esteblish- 
ments,  and  he  hoped  the  proprietors  of 
those  establishmente  wonld  see  tiie  expe- 
diency of  suitiug  the  couTenienoe  of  those 
in  their  employment. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Act  of  the  twenty* 
seventh  and  twenty-eighth  Victoria,  diap< 
ter  sixty-four,  oommraly  called  "The 
Public  House  Closing  Act,  1864,"  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  oy  Ur.  Oox  and  Ur. 

QoBOHBir. 
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LAW  OF  EVIDENCE,  Ao.  BILL. 
LKATB.     FXB8X  BERING. 

Sm  FITZEOT  KELtT,  in  moving  for 
leave  to  mtroduce  a  Bill  for  the  Airther 
amendment  of  the  lav  of  evidence  and 
practice  in  certain  conrtB  of  justice,  said, 
that  the  ezpectationB  which  had  been  held 
out  in  Boyal  Speeches,  and  other  speeches 
of  almost  eqnedly  high  anthority,  of  large 
measures  of  law  reform,  had  not  been  rea- 
lized to  the  aatiafaotion  of  tiie  oommimity. 
Those,  therefore,  who,  like  himself,  were 
onenoouraged,  and  nnsupported  bj  the 
Government,  must  content  uiemselvee  with 
attempting  those  reforms  of  which  the 
obvious  or  urgent  necessity  afforded  a 
reasonaUe  hope  of  passing  Uiem  through 
Parliament  Among  the  queetionB  whidi 
had  recently  feroed  themaelves  upon  pub- 
lic attentiim  was  that  of  the  admissibility 
ot  partiee  as  witneoes  in  courts  of  jus- 
tice. The  history  of  that  question  was 
somewhat  remarkable.  From  the  earliest 
times,  upon  the  trial  of  any  case,  civil  or 
criminal,  everyone  who  was  interested  to 
the  extent  of  a  single  shilling  in  the  mat- 
ter in  issue  was  disqualified  as  a  witness, 
and  soarcdy  a  day  passed  unmarked  by  a 
failure  of  justice  on  that  account.  Lord 
Denman  was  the  first  to  bring  forward  a 
measure  upon  Uie  suljeot,  and  an  Act  was 
passed  some  thirty  ymrs  ago  which  pat  an 
end  to  all  disqualificaUons  upon  the  ground 
of  interest,  but  until  1861  the  law  was  in 
this  strange  condition,  that,  whweas,  be- 
yond all  question,  ths  parties  to  a  suit 
were  those  among  mankind  who  of  all 
othos  were  best,  and  in  some  cases  ex- 
clttrively,  acquainted  witii  the  real  facta  of 
the  case,  and  with  the  best  means  of  bring- 
ing out  the  whole  truth,  they  were  dis- 

r'ified  as  witnesses.  In  1851,  however, 
Dgh  the  persevering  efforto  of  Lord 
Brougham,  an  Act  was  passed —  not  without 
much  opposition  firom  high  authoritieB  on 
the  Bench  and  at  the  Bar,  and  from  states* 
men  in  either  House  of  Parliament,  and  not 
without  grave  doubts  being  expressed  as 
to  the  possible  consequences  of  the  mea- 
sure— ^rendering  parties  in  civil  suits,  with 
some  exceptions,  admissible  as  witnesses. 
That  Aot  was  oniTersally  allowed  to  have 

rnted  moat  benefidaliy  in  leading  to 
diaoover^  of  truth  and  is  bringing  out 
the  real  merits  of  every  case  to  which  the 
Aot  applied,  to  a  degree,  indeed,  which  the 
warmest  supporters  of  the  measure  had 
scarcely  ventured  to  anticipate.  That  Aot 
oontained  certain  exceptions,  and  among 
VOL.  CLXXYU.   [tsxbd  skbib8.] 


them  one  relating  to  oases  of  adultery. 
To  that  exception  Ihe  Bill  whidi  he  pro- 
posed to  lay  on  the  table  was  in  the 
first  instance  intended  to  ap{dy.  As  tiie 
question  of  the  competence  of  witnessee 
in  cases  of  adultery  had  attained  im- 
portance mainly,  if  not  solely,  since  the 
establishment  of  the  Divorce  Court,  he 
had  thought  it  his  duty,  before  a^iog  the 
House  to  assent  to  any  measure  on  the 
subject,  to  communicate  with  his  right 
hon.  Friend  Sir.  J.  F.  Wilde,  who  so  ably 
presided  over  that  court,  and  to  inquire 
from  him  what  was  the  practical  effect  on 
the  administration  of  justice  of  the  exist- 
ing state  of  the  law.  Sir  J.  Wilde  had 
done  him  the  honour  of  replying  to  the 
question  in  a  letter  which  he  would  pro- 
ceed to  read  to  the  House.  The  leanied 
Judge  said — 

"Dasr  Sir  Fltiroy,— Tob  ask  me  how  the 
iw«aent  law  of  «Tid«iioa  wm-ks  in  the  Dinma 
Coort :  I  anmr  that  it  woilu  a  great  anomalr, 
and  a  t^l  greater  iojuttioe  ; — an  aDomaljr,  Ibr 
the  parties  to  the  tttlt  are  admiuible  witneases 
in  some  ■aita.  even  on  the  question  of  adultery, 
while  in  othera  they  are  excluded,  not  011I7  on 
the  qnestioD  of  adultery,  bat  on  all  others,  waeb 
as  onteltjr,  oondooatioo,  desertion,  Afl. ;  and  this 
for  DO  reason  bnt  that  ttie  form  of  the  salt  dlflbre ; 
— a  great  injufltiee,  for  m  the  law  now  stands,  the 
■ayings,  wntinga,  and  acts  of  the  accused  are  all 
given  in  evidenoe  against  him,  and  he  is  obliged 
to  stand  by  and  bear  them  without  the  power  of 
one  word  to  explain  them  away.  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  this  is  a  grieToas  bardsbip  to  the 
individual,  and  a  great  impediment  to  the  dis- 
covery of  truth.  X  will  OD^  add  that  these  evils 
would  be  eflSeiently  cured  by  a  law  which  sboold 
render  the  parties  admissible  in  all  cases,  but 
compellable  on  the  question  of  adultery  in  none. 
And  I  can  see  no  evU  likely  to  attend  such  a  law, 
except  the  inevitable  lengthening  of  trials  thereby, 
as  has  happened  in  the  common  law  eonrta. — 
"Tonnvery  truly, 

Jiius  Weuib." 

To  that  objection  he  need  not  refer,  be- 
cause no  one  in  the  House  would  contend 
that  the  mere  occasional  lengthening  of 
suits  should  oppose  any  obstacle  to  the 
pure  administration  of  justice.  The  ano- 
malies to  which  the  learned  Judge  had 
referred  were  of  such  a  singular  character 
that  he  hoped  Parliament  would  assist  him 
in  abolishing  them.  In  the  case  of  a  suit 
for  a  divorce  ^  reason  of  adultery,  the 
parties  were  inoompetent  as  witnesses; 
and  if  there  were  a  auit  for  omdty  or 
desertion,  m  for  any  other  oanse  of  com- 
plaint a  wifb  against  her  husband, 
coupled  with  a  oomflaint  of  adulte^, 
the  parties  upon  both  sides  were,  until  the 
law  was  partially  amended,  exeludedftom 
giving  evidenoe,  mi  »por"9S«SS5T?> 
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n^ioonneeted  vith  ■dultwj,  whiclh  might 
arise  ia  the  course  of  the  ssit.  Kow, 
it  was  never  intended  by  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament to  make  them  incompetent  in 
SQoh  eas^  On  the  other  hand,  this 
Bingnlar  resnlt  had  followed  from  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  law.  If  a  wife  institated 
a  suit  against  her  husband  for  cruelty  or 
desertion — but  without  including  adnlteiy 
as  a  subject  of  complaint — or  a  suit  for 
restitution  of  conjugal  rights,  or  of  nul- 
lity of  marriage,  and  then  the  husband 
set  up  a  case  of  adultery  on  the  part  of 
the  wife,  tiie  hnsband  and  wife  might 
oome  into  tiie  witness-box  and  give  t&eir 
eridenoe;  and  not  only  were  tii^  both 
oempetent  witaeaaes  u  the  questions 
of  eruelty  or  condonation,  but  also  upon 
the  question  oi  adultery  itself.  Tfae 
husband  and  wife  might  thus  chai^ 
each  other  with  adultery,  and  give  evi- 
dence against  the  charge  or  in  support 
of  the  charge,  just  as  if  then  bed  been 
no  exception  in  the  Act  of  Farliament. 
He  would  not  detain  the  House  by  allud- 
ing in  detail  to  the  eerions  mischief  re- 
sol  ting  from  the  present  state  of  the  law, 
but  would  mwely  obsare  that,  by  one  of 
the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  it  was  proposed  to 
render  parties  in  a  case  of  adultery,  as 
well  as  in  other  casee  arising  in  the  Court 
d  Divorce,  competent  witaesses,  if  they 
thought  fit  to  tender  titemaelTea ;  bat  in 
no  case  was  it  proposed  to  make  it  com- 
pulsory apon  them  to  come  forward  in  that 
oharactar.  This  clanas  had  the  approval 
of  the  leEA>ned  Judge,  and  would  com- 
pletely effect  the  improvement  su^ested. 
"While  upon  the  subject  of  the  Divorce 
Court,  he  would  mention  another  clause  of 
the  Bill  to  which  he  might  call  attention. 
By  one  of  ttiose  oversights  or  that  kind  of 
inattention  to  the  effect  of  one  statute 
upon  wother,  from  which  we  ^ould  never 
be  free  until  a  Kinister  of  Justice  or  some 
Board  of  competent  jurisdiction  was  ap- 
pmnted  to  watdi  the  pn^ress  of  l^:isla- 
tiott,  although  in  a  suit  for  adultery  and 
some  othen  any  party  had  the  power  to 
insist  on  tfae  trial  of  necais  befiffe  a  jury, 
}«t  in  8  mat  of  tegitimaOT,  inTolTio^  poei- 
ti«i  in  BOfliety  and  pernq»  the  title  to 
eitates  of  immetwe  Tafaie,  and  in  suits  <^ 
aationali^,  (tf  searoely  less  importanoe,  it 
was  left  u  uncertainty  and  doubt  whe- 
ther the  Judge  was  bound  to  grant  a 
trial  by  jury  or  not.  A  dause  in  the 
Bill,  to  whi<m  he  hoped  the  House  would 
■saent,  expressly  gave  to  either  puty  in 
any  oi  these  oasea  the  ri^^t  to  a  trial 
Sir  FHato^  KOlp 


'by  jury.  The  Bill  likewise  proposed  to 
make  parties  admissible  as  witnesses  in 
criminal  cases.  He  was  quite  aware  that 
grave  doubts  were  felt  by  many  persons 
upon  this  question ;  but  he  hoped  the 
House,  even  if  it  should  be  indisposed 
hereafter  to  agree  to  the  proposition  in 
its  fullest  extent,  would  at  least  sanction 
the  change  in  cases  of  misdemeanor,  where 
it  was  frequently  at  the  option  of  the 
party  iHxwecuting  either  to  sue  in  a  oivil 
action  or  to  indict  upon  a  criminal  charge. 
In  such  oases  long  experience  in  mminal 
courts  showed  that  the  complainant  often 
preferred  to  proeeed  by  way  of  a  iviminal 
prosecution  in  order  to  exdade  the  testi- 
mony of  witnesses  by  including  ihsm  as  par- 
ties in  the  indietmeat  whose  evidoioe,  if 
given,  would  clear  the  aocnsed  from  the 
charge  made  against  him.  Looking  to  that 
power,  which  was  often  exOTcised  for  evil 
purposes,  and  in  a  manner  fatal  to  justice, 
he  hoped  the  House  would  at  leiut  lend  its 
sanction  to  the  proposal  in  that  moderate 
form.  He  did  uot,  of  course,  propose  in 
any  part  of  this  Bill  to  violate  the  old 
and  approved  maxim  that  no  man  should 
be  oompeUed  to  oruninate  himself,  but 
merely  to  give  to  the  defendant  the 
power,  if  he  thought  fit  to  avail  himself 
of  it,  6f  tendering  his  evidence,  subject, 
of  eoune,  to  eroBs-examinatiwi  and  ail 
its  consequences.  There  were  one  or 
two  other  olauses  in  the  BUI  vhulh  he 
should  not  discuss  at  inesent.  One  of 
these  was  to  enable  eonnsel  in  eriminal 
proeecntiens  to  sum  up  the  evidence  on 
one  side  and  on  the  other,  in  the  same  way 
that  could  now  be  done  in  civil  casee; 
another  was  to  enable  either  the  prose- 
cutor or  the  accused  in  criminal  casss  at 
the  Central  Criminal  Court  or  at  the 
Assises,  under  the  authority  and  with  the 
approvd  of  a  court  of  common  law  or  a 
Judge,  to  try  a  case,  though  a  criminal 
case,  by  a  speoUl  juiy.  These  were  the 
princi^  olauses  m  ttie  Bill.  He  would 
not  anticipate  objections  that  might  be 
made,  but  anyimprovmnent  that  mig^t  be 
atqigested  by  any  hon.  Member  he  would 
gla&y  entertain.  Hie  hen.  and  learned 
Uember  thm  moved  Sat  leave  to  bring  in 
a  "  BiU  for  the  farther  Amendment  of  the 
Law  of  Evidence,  and  the  IPraetaeein  oer- 
tain  Ooarts  of  Justice." 

Thk  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  said, 
that  any  proposition  for  tfae  amendment 
of  the  law  coming  before  the  House  oo  tfae 
aothorityof  hishon.  and  learned  Friend  (Sir 
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aomaderatioii,  and,  tberefbre.  tfce  09T«n- 
Beat  would  ^for  no  oppoaitioo  to  the  ia- 
trodoetioa  of  the  Bill;  but,  inaamaoh  ea 
thore  vera  verj  iHtportant  qneBtbnB  raised 
bjr  the  Bill,  H  mnet  be  fully  diacueaed  on 
a  fiiton  stage,  and  the  Houae  would  AGO 
that  it  vaa  oonvenient  to  poatpone  the 
diaottiilDii  ta  that  stage.  He  quite  cen- 
(mn<ed  in  tiie  eulogiiun  pronouooed  by  his 
hon.  and  karned  Friend  on  the  wooing 
of  the  Aet  of  1861,  and  eonld  add  hia  tea- 
timony  to  that  «F  the  h«i.  nd  learned 
Omtieman  as  to  tba  beneficial  leaulta  that 
had  followed  ftoai  allowing  the  Mvtiea  in 
dvilaetioBstobtezamiBedoikoaai.  When 
that  Aet  was  paaaed,  mu  or  two  exoeptions 
were  nude  to  tiie  general  rule,  and  hia  hoc. 
and  leaned  iViai^  now  proposed  to  repeal 
fltoae  exertions.  But  tfaoae  exoeptions 
were  not  Bude  withoat  eonsideration,  and 
it  was  a  grave  qoeetton  whether  they 
abould  be  repealed.  doubt,  as  far  as 
yrooeedinga  in  the  Diroree  Court  were 
oonoemed,  there  was  an  anomaly  which 
U  might  be  deairable  te  oerreot,  bat  when 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  proposed  to 
allow  the  aeoused  party,  in  a  case  irf  miS' 
demeattw,  to  lie  exaauued,  that  was  a 
proposition  on  whieb  he  did  not  ftel  called 
npoH  (e  gi-vo  an  opinim  at  |»eaen^  utd  to 
whidi  he  thought  the  Honao  ea^ht  not  to 
aeeade  until  the  matter  had  seoeired  very 
oareful  ooBsidcration. 

Mn.  HiLDFIELD  said,  the  prinoiple 
ought  to  be  extended  to  (wiminal  oases.  If, 
fbr  iaatanoa,  Mr.  Bewii^  had  been  allowed 
to  give  erideooe,  he  would  most  likely 
bare  broken  down  the  caae,  and  all  the 
paiafkl  ooMsqaeDoes  that  iUknred  would 
have  been  pporented. 

Kk.  SCULLY  said,  that  he  had  always 
thought  it  was  an  emra^eMia  injuatioe  to  a 
peraoa  chargai  with  cnme  that  be  ahwld 
be  the  only  peraon  whose  nouth  was  closed, 
ttongfa  M  was  gensnUj  4w  peram  who 
knew  moat  <tf  the  eirevmstanoss  of  the 
case.  He  had  witnessed  «  great  number 
^  trials  in  Ireland,  and  faedidnotreooUect 
a  single  instance  in  whieh  the  ends  of  jns- 
tiee  wonU  net  haTO  been  flvthersd  if  the 
party  aoonsed  had  been  allowed  to  give 
eridoice.  He  remaabered  the  time  when 
the  ^nies  to  prooeediagB  were  not  allowed 
to  give  eridenoe  in  Chaaoery  or  in  otmunon 
law ;  bat  now  in  nine  easeae^  of  their 
eri^noe  instead  of  beii^  ornhidcd  was 
the  chief  testimony.. 

Motiea  «§n$iU. 

BQl  for  the  fbifher  amendment  of  the 
Law  of  Erideno^  and  the  Fraetice  in  cer- 


tain Court*  of  Jttstioe,  crdtred  to  be 
brought  in  by  Bir  Fikbot  Exllz,  ICr. 
Maoavut,  and  Ur.  U'Uahox. 
BiU preuM,  and  read  1"  [Bill  SO]. 

JTTBTTCM  ov  THB  rxim  nocEsintB  BIIX. 
Oa  Mottofi  of  Mr.  Padil,  BiU  to  eoDsaMato  nA 
imend  tbe  Aota  r«f;alattii;  Proiwediiig*  bcfiM 
Jaitices  of  the  Peace  ont  of  Quarter  SesaioiM  in 
EDgtand,  ordered  to  be  brooght  ia  b;  Mr.  Padu, 
Mr.  SunLAHD,  and  Mr.  Biobaba  JUomiok. 

UrSOLTBHT  DEBTORS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Pacu.,  Bill  to  fiwilitate  the 
diseharge  of  Insolvent  Debtors  in  oertsin  caaei, 
enfarMi  to  be  broaght  In  br  Mr.  Pauu,  Mr.  Leoai, 
sndMr.M'UAaaa. 
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nUuCUOB  BILL. 

On  Motiea  of  Mr.  Dsmux,  BUI  ftrameBdiag 
tbe  Law  of  IvidtDee  on  Trials  for  Felony  aoi 
Miedemaanor,  tnUred  to  bt  bniaght  in  bjr  Mr. 
DimiAii.  Ur.  Loco,  and  Sir  CcoJua  O'Loonaa. 

KlljprvfcntMl,  and  read  1"  [111 

SLXomnr  fbtitionb  Aim  (1848)  ixekh- 

ICEHT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Couiah  O'Loohlsit.  Bill  to 
amend  **  Tbe  Election  Petitions  Act,  1848/'  In 
oertain  parcientara,  ordered  to  be  bnni|;ht  in  ^ 
Sir  CouiA>  O'Loaaua  and  Mr.  Aiuib. 

BUI  jfretemted,  and  read  !<>  [18]. 

Hotus  adjonmed  at  a  q  nart« 
aftw  Seraa  irolook. 


HOUSE  OF  COUHOlTfi, 
Wednetda^f  t^Aruary  15,  1866. 

HINITTES.}— Pdbuo  Bnu— J%-«(  tUadiiig-^ 
Public  Houses  Closing  Aet  (1884)  Amendment 
[M]  f  JneticM  of  the  Peaee  Pnoedun  [18]  f 
Insolvent  Debtors  [84]  * 

Seeoni  BmUvg  —  Mortgage  Debeotares  [I] ; 
Land  Debentures  (Ireland)  [9]  ;  Land  Deben- 
tnres  [18]. 

Referred  te  6eleet  CommiUee^limigege  Deben- 
tures ;  Lead  Debeatmca  (Ireland) ;  Laad  Da- 
baatarea,  to  tha  Maaa  Oeaoaiittaa. 

MORTGAGE  raBEVTUBES  BILL 
[bill  I,]  ascon)  uaihss. 

Lord  NAAS  then  moved  the  second 
reading  of  "  A  Bill  to  enable  oertain  Com- 
panies to  issue  llertgage  Debentures 
lODuded  on  Saenrities  upon,  or  affecting 
Land,  and  to  make  Provision  for  tb« 
Registration  of  snob  Mortgage  Debentures 
and  Secorities."  The  history ^of  this  nwiu^ 
sore  waa  somewhat  peeitflw.^Iwt^^w 
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a  Bill  of  ibis  nature  wu  iDtrocluoed  luto 
this  House  as  a  Private  Bill.  It  obtained 
the  eanction  of  the  House  in  all  its  stages 
as  a  Prirate  Bin,  and  was  sent  up  to  the 
House  of  Lords.  In  that  House  the  Peer 
charged  with  that  department  came  to  the 
eom^ion  that  it  was  not  fitting  to  deal 
with  its  contents  as  a  Private  Bill,  but 
thsA  it  ought  to  have  been  brought  under 
the  connderation  of  Partiament  as  a  Public 
Bill.  It  was,  ther^ore,  dropped  in  the 
House  of  Lords  as  a  Private  Bill,  and  in 
that  House  a  BUI  similar  in  its  pnviuons 
was  introduced.  After  nodergoiog  a  verj 
minute  scrutiny  bj  their  Lordships  it  was 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  there- 
br  still  more  carefully  considered,  and  he 
(Lord  Kaas)  invited  the  attention  of  the 
HoQse  to  the  constitution  of  that  Commit- 
tee to  show  with  what  anthority  this  Bill 
was  now  brought  before  the  House.  The 
Committee  included  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
Lord  Derby,  Lord  Granville,  Lord  Stanley 
of  Alderley,  Lord,  Grey,  Lord  Wensley- 
dale.  Lord  Overstone,  Lord  Portman,  Lord 
Donoughmore,  Lord  Cranworth,  Lord  Mal- 
.mesbory,  and  others.  Those  names  were 
sufficient  to  show  that  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  were  careAilly  considered ;  and 
although  they  made  some  alteration  in  its 
details,  they  approved  of  its  princtple,  and 
the  Bill  subsequently  passed  very  much  in 
the  state  in  which  it  was  now  submitted 
to  this  House.  It  came  back  to  the  House 
at  a  period  when  the  Session  was  greatly 
advanced —•  namely,  the  second  week  in 
July;  and,  althoogh  there  was  no  opposi- 
tion, the  Attorney  General  suggested,  very 
properly,  that  a  Bill  of  so  much  importance 
oould  not  possibly  receive  the  attention  it 
required,  and  it  was  withdrawn  simply  on 
account  of  want  of  time  to  discuss  its  pro- 
visions. The  reason  for  making  this  a 
Public  and  not  a  Private  Bill  was  that  the 
advantages  which,  as  a  Private  Bill,  it  was 
proposed  to  give  to  certain  companies  ought 
to  be  given  to  companies  in  general.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  was  a  very  simple  one. 
That  object  was  to  inaugurate  and  promote 
a  gradual  extension  of  land  credit  through- 
out the  country,  and  it  was  proposed  to 
do  that  not  by  the  creaUon  of  any  new 
system  of  incumbrancing  or  mortgaging 
land,  but  by,  as  far  as  possible,  adapt- 
bg  the  old  system  to  the  new  state 
of  things,  and  by  adding  to  it  a  new 
system  which  would  have  the  effect  of 
remedying  many  of  the  evils  to  which 
ke  sbonla  proMntly  ban  to  allude,  and 
which  had  airMdybeen  neognlsed  byPar^ 
Zordlfaa* 


liament.  The  difficulties  attending  the 
negotiation  of  securities  affecting  land,  and 
those  which  bad  always  stood  in  the  way 
of  land  credit,  had  more  than  once  occu- 
pied the  serious  attention  of  Parliament. 
So  far  back  as  the  year  1846  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Lords  which  inquired  into 
the  burdens  on  land  alluded  very  pointedly 
to  this  subject.  Their  Report  sUted  that 
the  market  value  of  land  waa  seriously  di- 
minished by  the  tedious  and  expenrive  pro* 
cess  attenduig  its  transfer,  and  by  the  ex- 
penses which  were  incident  to  tiie  rainng 
of  money  upon  landed  securities;  and  Lonl 
Lsngdsle's  Registration  and  Conveyanc- 
ing Committee,  which  sat  not  long  after- 
wards, report^  very  much  to  the  same 
effect.  Since  that  time  the  evils  which 
were  then  complained  of  had  been  greatiy 
aggravated,  A  great  deal  had  very  pro- 
perly been  done  by  that  House  to  extend 
the  credit  of  personsl  property,  and  to 
facilitate  the  sale  and  transfer  of  securities 
affiseting  personal  estate.  There  had  been 
an  enonnons  extension  of  trade,  and  the 
application  of  the  principle  of  limited  lia- 
bility to  the  industrial  pursuits  of  the  coun- 
try had  mabled  aggregations  of  snull 
capitalists  to  engage  in  operations  which 
oould  formeriy  be  carried  on  only  by  mer- 
chants, bankers,  and  large  capitalists. 
The  powers  of  trustees  had  been  greatly 
enlarged,  so  that  tbey  might  now  invest 
trust  funds  in  railway  debentores,  Indian, 
loans,  and  other  securities  which,  fifty 
years  ago,  were  never  to  be  found  within 
the  limits  of  a  deed  of  trust.  The  advan- 
tageous rates  of  interest,  combined  with 
the  security  which  many  such  undertakings 
offered,  materially  affected  the  land  credit 
of  the  country,  becaase  persons  who  had 
money  to  dispose  of  found  it  advantageous 
to  invest  in  railway  debentures,  or  to  em- 
bark in  foreign,  eoloiual,  or  Indian  loans. 
All  these  oircmpstances  had  of  late  years 
been  constanUy  at  work,  and  had  been 
yearly,  and  almost  duly,  narrowing  the  cir- 
cle from  which  money  could  be  ohtuned 
on  mortgage  of  interests  on  landed  estates. 
He  did  not  mean  to  deny  that  it  was  still 
easy  to  obtain  a  first  mortgage  within  any 
moderate  limit  as  to  amount ;  but  he  had 
it  from  very  high  authority  that,  if  there 
was  any  prior  charffo  upon  the  estate,  even 
ordinary  small  famuy  charges,  the  difficulty 
of  effecting  a  mortgage  or  borrowing  money 
Dpon  the  security  of  the  estate  was  enor^ 
mouB,  The  fact  was  that  the  great  bodies 
who  mostly  undertook  that  sort  of  businesi 
had  their  UUm  10  oniiied  9^iih«^e^lea 
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that  tbey  picked  out  the  plumi  and  threw 
the  others  aside.  If  nothing  was  done  to 
remedy  these  evils  they  would  go  on  in- 
creasing i  for,  looking  at  the  present  state 
of  commercial  and  monetary  affairs  in  this 
eonntry,  he  saw  no  probability  of  anything 
OGOorring  to  increase  the  Talne  or  facilitate 
the  operation  of  land  credit.  Parliament 
had  from  time  to  time  recognised  the  otiIs 
of  which  he  was  now  complaining.  Ooe 
of  the  great  objects  of  the  Land  Transfer 
Act  was  to  faoilitate,  not  only  the  sale  and 
transfer  of  land,  but  its  mortgage,  and  to 
extend  its  credit ;  and  the  Domerons  im- 
proTement  ActSi  the  Gopjhold  Bnfran- 
ohisement  Act,  the  Ezeoange  of  Lands 
Act,  and  all  those  of  which  ue  Inclosure 
Commisuoners  superintended  the  registra- 
tion, showed  how  Parliament  had  from 
time  to  time  endeaTonred,  to  a  small  extent, 
to  proaeed  in  that  direction.  Huofa,  how- 
ever, remained  to  be  done,  because  many 
ondertakings  which  were  most  needed  on 
public  grounds,  snob  as  those  for  the  im- 
prorement  of  towns,  the  reclaiming  of  land 
from  the  sea,  and  similar  purposes,  could 
not  be  carried  ou,  in  consequence  of  the 
inability  of  the  persons  who  were  concerned 
in  them  to  obtain,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  money  market,  the  loans  which  they 
needed,  and  for  which  they  eonld  give 
ample  ud  eomdete  seoority.  The  works, 
however*  woolu  prove  nnjwofitable  if  eze* 
cnted  by  means  of  money  borrowed  at  a 
high  rate  of  interest.  Before  referring  to 
the  details  of  the  measure,  he  desired  to 
say  that  this  Bill,  differing  from  that  in- 
troduced by  hii  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Cork  (Mr.  Scully),  was  not  founded 
upon  the  principle  that  debeotnres  should 
be  issued  upon  the  security  of  individual 
estates.  He  doubted  whether  a  system  of 
that  kind  could  be  made  sufficiently  safe, 
but  he  should  be  glad  to  hear  what  could 
be  said  in  its  &vottr.  He  had  a  strong 
idea  that  a  debenture  for  a  small  amount, 
issued  upon  the  security  of  a  small  estate, 
would  not  be  of  much  value  in  the  money 
market.  In  the  ease  of  larger  estates  it 
might  do,  hut  he  was  certain  that  with 
reference  to  the  smaller  estates,  which  re- 
quired the  greatest  amount  of  relief,  a  sys- 
tem of  debentures  secured  upon  individual 
estates  would  be  practically  inoperative. 
He  could  not  think  that  even  debentures 
issued  upon  the  security  of  large  estates 
would  ever  be  found  to  oommand  the  same 
consideration  and  confidence  in  the  money 
market  as  a  debenture  which  formed  one 
of  ft  leiiea  representing  mwtgagei  equal 


or  superior  in  value,  issued  by  a  financial 
company  conducted  by  men  of  oharaotw, 
experience,  and  ability,  who  would  offer  to 
the  public,  beyond  the  value  of  the  mort- 
gages taken,  the  guarantee  of  a  large  paid 
up  and  a  still  larger  subscribed  but  unpaid 
capital.  He  proposed  to  offer  a  public  re- 
gister, conducted  by  a  public  officer,  which 
should  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the 
world,  and  a  proviuon  of  that  sort  was,  he 
thought,  moch  calculated  to  recommend 
the  system  to  general  confidence,  and  to 
place  it  in  a  very  advantageous  point  of 
view,  when  compared  with  that  of  his  hon. 
and  learned  Frwnd  the  Member  fbr  Cork. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  operation  of  hii 
plan  would  be  so  large  as  that  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member,  but  he  was  certain 
that  it  would  be  moch  more  safe.  Another 
recommendation  of  his  plan  was  that  it 
would  not  interfere  with  the  value  of  exist- 
ing securities.  Every  one  knew  the  enor- 
mous sum  of  money  now  invested  on  loan, 
and  be  thought  it  very  undesirable  that 
any  decision  of  the  House  should  suddenly 
and  rudely  do  anything  to  reduce  the  value 
of  those  securities,  by  which  the  interests 
of  a  very  large  number  of  persons  were 
affected.  That  was  a  consideration  of  so 
much  importance  that  be  thought  it  ought 
to  be  carefully  considered  in  Committee. 
The  system  proposed  by  the  Bin  was,  in 
reaHty,  very  mncn  the  mne  as  had  been  in 
operation  in  Fmssta  lor  a  great  number  of 
years.  Under  the  Prussian  system  land 
debentures  were  generally  issued  by  com- 
panies of  landowners  associated  together 
for  this  purpose,  and  the  lands  belonging 
to  the  members  were  generally  pledged  as 
security.  The  Prussian  system  had  been 
very  well  and  very  concisely  described  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Westmeath  (Mr. 
Pollard-Urquhart),  who  said — 

"  The  land  debentoroB  in  Pnusia  mm  innod  hf 
compaoies  of  landowners,  wbioh  began  to  b« 
foimed  In  its  different  proTinoes  in  the  year  1769 
and  the  following  years.  In  some  of  the  pro- 
rinces,  it  ii  optional  with  the  proprietors  to  belong 
to  themornot,  astiieff  pleass;  In  otiiers  tbajrare 
obliged  to  do  so,wlietMr  thaj  widk  to  anU  tbMo- 
seWes  of  their  adrantages  or  not ;  or,  in  other 
words,  all  the  property  of  the  province  goes  Non- 
ritj  for  the  money  borrowed  by  the  companies." 

Mr.  John  Stuart  Mill  had  also  declared 
himself  decidedly  in  favour  of  that  system, 
which  tended,  in  his  opinion,  to  increase 
the  value  of  estates.   He  sud — 

"  la  Oemuny  one  of  the  safest  and  most  nsnal 
inrestments  for  small  snms  Is  a  kind  of  land  d^ 
bentnre.  The  mortgages  there  were  dlTlded  into 
shares,  and  the  docoments  Thfohoiwfemd  the 
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martia^  Und  for  ila  valve.   Thaj  «1m  in- 
aiMneJ  UMTftloe  of  bad." 
Bwr  BqIow  Kommerow,  a  distinguished 
PnuaiaD  aatheritj,  epeaking  of  the  Pnu- 
■ian  Land  Credit  Association,  added — 

"  Lsod  debuitarM  aObotusIlr  MteblUh  the  cr*. 
Si  of  erciy  owna*  ef  nal  pn^erty*  ioMmoeb  m 
lie  ts  easbled  bytbalrinstniinMitaUtytoeomauod 
a  ewtaio  som  of  mAf  money  is  pnpotiOD  to 
«hB  vshM  of  his  estats.  And  whil^  on  tbt  om 
kand,  the  propristor  is  fno  froai  tlw  aaaorsaoeef 
luTing  1D7  losn  od  his  ssUte  niddenlj  oslled  in, 
on  the  otbsr  bsnd  the  es^talist  nsed  not  be  paid 
off  against  his  irill.  Everj  owner  of  prapertj  is 
tberrtgr  ftirnished  with  neans  of  impnTini;  his 
Mlato,  and  pafinf  off.  IT  adrissU^aay  ieiat  part> 
DSn  or  Mbsira  thsnof  that  mmj 

Now.  if  Hon.  Member  would  take  the 
tronble  "to  eompara  the  ajatem,  the  ado|>- 
tion  of  which  he  proposed,  with  tfa*k  de- 
•eribed  br  the  hon.  Member  for  Weatmeath, 
he  wonld  find  that  there  waa  as  great  a 
similaritj  between  them  as  eould,  ander 
the  cirenmstanesB,  be  eipeotcd  to  exist. 
The  seoaritj  offered  under  his  Bill  was 
nperior  to  that  offered  under  the  Pnissian 
ajatem,  beeanae  there  waa  not  oniy  the 
•eenrity  of  the  mortgages  possessed  by 
the  Companj,  bat  also  the  seeant j  given  bj 
&  large  paid-Bp  oa^ta),  beaidaa  the  further 
liabilitj  of  a  private  ea|ntal.  Tbo  Bill  woa 
■ot  ia  any  way  an  enabling  Bill,  bat  it  did 
provide  that  if  perMos  wiskod  to  toko  Ao 
Bflsiotia  ia  haad  th^  might  make  an  ap> 
peal  to  ^a  r^strar,  in  whieh  ease  they 
most  plaoe  themselvea  under  restriotiona  of 
a  very  stringent  ebaraeter.  The  first  pnv 
TidoQ  of  the  Bill  set  forth  what  eompanies 
were  entitled  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportanities  aflbrded  by  the  Bill,  and  re- 
specting eaeh  of  aoeh  oompauiea  three 
rnloa  were  Iwd  down — first,  its  ebjeet  most 
be  to  make  advanees  on  the  aeeurity  of 
ml  estate  ;  aaeondly,  to  borrow  money  on 
mortgnge  debentures;  and  thirdlT.that  the 
capital  ahunld  not  be  less  than  £1.000,000 
and  the  sharet  nut  less  thaa  £50  each,  and 
that  ona>tenth,  and  aet  mora  than  «iw>balf 
of  the  nominal  amonnt  of  aoeh  share  Issued, 
should  be  paid  up.  He  did  not  think  the 
regulation  would  be  over  stringent  in  that 
respect.  The  Bill  then  proceeded  to  de- 
scribe the  nature  of  the  seearitie*  on  which 
debentures  might  be  issued — those  com- 
prising  lands,  tenements,  and  heredita- 
ments, and  it  provided  that  when  the 
documents  were  completed  they  should  bo 
produced  to  the  regisU«r  of  titles  for 
landed  estatest  and  ahonld  be  rwistorad  in 
a  book  kept  hf  Urn.  The  euwM  ihm 
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any  deed  or  ioatnnMnt  that  «•  wt  Aon 
to  be  good  aeenrity  t«  Um  eompoay  iBder 
the  Aet.  NeiUier  was  he  to  regiMar  tmj 
security  nnleaa  tbers  bad  been  prodaeed 
for  bis  ioapeetioa  a  eertifioate  of  a  B«r* 
veyor,  who  sboald  eertify  that,  ocderding  to 
his  Jodgment.  the  value  of  Ae  lands  ]a 
queatioa  ezeeeded  Uie  amount  to  tbe  exteot 
of  one<foarth  at  leaat  of  sooh  odtanoe. 
The  eompany  shoald  be  thus  protected 
against  oeeepting  the  seeority  of  an  pt«* 
party  beyond  three-fsortka  tbeaotuaf  vatae 
of  the  same.  Then  upon  the  eeeorities 
being  so  registered  the  eompany  might 
issae  mortgage  debentures  hi  soeb  a  way 
thai  the  aggregate  principal  sam  seeared 
by  all  the  mortgage  debentorea  sboald 
never  exeeed  at  any  time  the  amoant  of 
the  registered  seeorities  of  the  eompany. 
That  was  the  eardioal  pmnt  of  the  mea- 
sure— ^the  Bill  required  that  all  means 
should  be  taken  whereby  the  eompany 
would  be  obliged  to  earry  out  to  the  fnllest 
all  the  oonditions  upon  whieh  it  had  been 
esublished.  The  eompany  weoM  be  eom- 
peHed  to  make  qaarterly  returns  te  the 
r^strar  of  all  Mortgage  Debenturss 
issued,  and  of  all  seeurities  accepted  by  it. 
He  considered  that  a  moat  rmportaut  pro- 
viuon  of  the  Bill,  M  those  quarterly 
retnras  wonld  neeeaaaiily  be  a  bar  to  tm 
issning  of  any  greater  amovnt  of  drten- 
tnres  than  that  of  the  seeorities  which  the 
eompany  held.  No  IsndboMer  eoald  take 
back  his  deeds  unless  the  instnnnent  waa 
really  one  to  be  cancelled,  and  unless  the 
registrar  was  satisfied  that  the  objects  for 
whieh  the  deed  was  executed  were  die. 
chaffed.  Those  qaarterly  relures  woukl 
have  the  effect  of  plaeing  in  the  hands  of 
the  r^strmr  a  perfect  ebeek  over  may 
company  who  might  wish  to  do  anytbbg 
that  was  contrary  te  the  provisions  of  the 
meaaure.  He  need  scarcely  say  that,  if 
any  auggastiona  eonM  be  made  to  make 
the  Bill  more  atrinnnt  In  that  respect, 
he  should  be  moat  nappy  to  adopt  mn. 
There  weaM  be  a  registw  of  debentnret 
as  well  as  a  regiater  of  seearittea  kepi. 
Every  debenture  when  effected  must  be 
presented  to  the  proper  officer  for  regis- 
tration ;  so  that  any  person  gmng  to  the 
offioe  would  see  in  the  registry-book  the 
full  particulars  as  to  the  debeotarea  that 
were  issued.  The  latter  part  of  the  BiO 
provided  for  the  appointment  of  a  reeeivw 
in  case  the  interest  had  not  been  paid,  or 
in  eaaa  of  the  prinelpal  monies  seenred  \tf 
mortgage  dobrati«iptiji8l3Wi>3>^w- 
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img  fti  the  proper  time.  The  Coqrl  <tf 
Ohaaeerj  would  bare  power  to  appotat 
Ihia  rMoiver  upoa  the  applieation  of  the 
parties  iatereated.  The  reoeiTer  so  ap- 
pointed would  bo  entitled  to  recover  the 
whole  or  a  eompetent  part  of  the  money 
^e  to  the  eompany.  It  was  also  pro- 
vided that  if  the  company  should  ia  any 
way  plaee  itself  without  the  provisione  of 
that  Ait,  its  operationB  shonld  virtually 
eeaae.  That  pari  of  the  lubjeet  waa  dealt 
with  mdet  peaal  elanaea.  Those  were  the 
leading  fsatnres  of  tiie  Bill.  It  had  beea 
tboni^k  that  the  seenrity  pn^osed  to  be 
ereatod  here  was  oae  of  saek  a  nature  as 
to  induee  the  House  to  consent  to  giving 
trustees  the  power  to  lend  upon  other  so- 
eorities  than  those  of  mortgage  upon 
real  property.  That  was,  no  doobt,  an 
Important  portion  of  the  Bill.  It  waa  a 
proposal  that  be  thought  eommended  itself 
favourably  to  the  eonsideratioD  of  the 
House,  from  a  reeoDeoUon  of  what  had 
already  been  done  in  the  same  direetioa. 
Until  lately  the  range  of  investment  given 
to  tmstaes  waa  very  limited,  being  rer 
stricted  to  the  public  funds  and  Govern- 
nent  seeurities  in  England  and  Wales. 
But  so  great  had  been  the  demands  of  par- 
ties interested  in  joint-stoek  eompanies 
that  the  power  of  trustees  had  siaee  been 
nneh  enlarged.  He  was  infevraed  that  in 
Da»idMon'$  Fneedentt  onOonveyaneing  the 
power  given  to  trustees  for  invettmeot  was 
extended  to  the  Government  Securities  in 
any  of  our  eolonies,  as  well  as  to  those  in 
any  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  like- 
wise to  certain  corporations  of  publio 
bodies  formed  for  commercial  purposes. 
According  to  thst  authority,  trustees  were 
empowered  to  invest  in  almost  any  possible 
security  that  could  be  found.  But  what 
the  House  had  done  in  this  respect  was  re- 
markable. So  far  baek  as  1834,  it  dealt 
with  the  sobjeet.  By  the  well  known  Aet 
c^led  Lynen*a  Aet,  trustees  were  em- 
powered to  invest  money  upon  luid  in  Ire- 
land.  Lord  St.  Leonard  s  Aet  declared, 
that  when  the  trustee  was  not  absolutely 
forbidden  to  invest  in  certain  seeurities,  tt 
would  be  lawful  for  him  to  invest  ia  any 
stock  that  presented  the  best  retnms.  The 
Law  of  Property  Further  Amendment  Act 
gave  the  Lord  Ghanedlor  power  to  order 
such  investments  as  he  deemed  beat.  Other 
Acts  of  a  similar  character  were  snhse- 
qaently  passed,  and  it  waa  now  a  remark- 
able fact  that  the  Court  of  Ohaacery  was 
in  the  habit  of  giving  its  sanetion  in  refer- 
enoe  to  wards  for  tQTestment  CTiQ  in  rail- 


way omnpaqies  wbieh  jmd  «  good  divi- 
dead.  Those  steps  in  advanoe,  enlarging 
tbs  power  of  trustees  as  to  inwatmeni 
were  a  great  benefit  to  all  parties  eon- 
o^ed>  without  creating  any  nak  as  to  the 
seeurity  of  the  trust  funds.  Under  saab 
circumstanoes,  he  thought  that  the  luro- 
moters  of  the  Bill  had  a  right  to  ask  the 
House  to  allow  trast  money  to  be  invested 
in  such  debentures  as  this  Bill  prapMod  to 
issue.  Some  of  the  pvoeeedmgs  takaa 
neder  the  Land  Improvement  Act  eoatd 
new  have  been  put  in  operation  nnleie 
some  s»h  nstem  bad  beat  suMtioaed  hj 
that  Aot.  Rent  oharges  nader  the  Land 
Improvement  Act  were  effected  ia  the 
sune  manner  as  the  present  measure  pro- 
posed. Not  less  than  £2.000.000  bad 
been  expended  in  the  drainage  of  land 
nader  the  sanction  of  the  Inslosnre  Act, 
not  one  shilling  of  which  would  have  been 
expended  but  for  some  such  Act.  He  bad 
no  doubt  that  the  Bill  he  had  to  propose 
might  be  eonaiderably  improved.  He  had 
been  in  communication  with  the  bon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  on  the  sabjeet^ 
who  had  au|^[ested  that  this  aod  the  otbw 
Bills  on  the  same  aubjeet  shoo)d  be  re* 
ferred  to  a  Select  Oommittse.  He  did  not 
object  to  that  course  htmg  taken.  Ha  bft* 
lieved  that  if  the  Committee  were  impair 
tially  cooatitated  the  reanlt  would  prohaUy 
be  f^rooraUe  to  his  Bill.  At  all  events,  kis 
was  sure  that  it  would  receive  from  the 
Oemmitteo  that  consideration  which  the 
importance  of  the  subject  deserved. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2".— 

{Lord  Naat.) 

Sib  GEORGE  GBET  said,  that  the  noble 
Lord  was  correct  in  his  statement  as  te 
what  had  passed  last  year  on  the  subject ; 
and  also  when  he  said  that  the  course  whieh 
hie  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Attorn^ 
Ocneral  ^oaght  it  expedieiit  shonld  be 
takw  with  regard  to  this  Bill,  and  the 
other  Bills  oa  the  paper  dealing  with  the 
same  subject,  was  that  thej  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee.  He  thought 
the  subject  was  one  of  great  importance, 
aod  required  most  careful  consideration, 
and,  therefore,  he  proposed  that  the  sub- 
ject riionld  be  thoroughly  investigated  be- 
fore a  Select  Committee.  It  must  be 
distinctly  understood,  however,  that  in 
agreeing  to  read  the  BUI  a  seoond  time, 
tbey  were  in  no  way  committed  to  an  adop- 
tion of  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  and  were 
free  to  deal  with  it  aa  thev  ol(ased  when 
it  eowrged  front  (li«d(l99lll#^OOQLe 
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Mb.  HBNLET  was  glad  that  the  Bill 
was  to  be  referred  to  a  Seleot  Committee. 
He  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  that  the 
aabject  of  it  was  most  important.  He  saw 
no  reason  whj  landowners  and  mortgagees 
should  not  have  "jobbers,**  as  in  the  com 
market — be  munt  by  that,  persons  who 
oame  between  lenders  and  borrowers. 
Everybody  knew  that  there  were  parties 
who  greatly  wanted  to  borrow  money,  and 
that  there  were  others  who  only  wished  to 
lend  in  driblets,  and  he.  therefore,  saw  no 
objection  to  an  intermediate  party.  Ghvat 
public  adTantage  would  be  the  result  if 
some  such  system  could  be  established  in 
the  present  ease.  Bat  if.  as  the  noble 
Lord  had  correctly  stated,  the  present  Bill 
was  not  an  enabling  Bill,  why  had  be 
oome  to  Parliament  on  the  subject  ?  Was 
it  beoause  it  would  furnish  a  kind  of  quatt 
security  and  encourage  people  to  boy  the 
debentures  !  It  was  a  grave  question 
whether  Government  officers  should  be 
mixed  up  in  the  matter  at  all.  The  noble 
liord  had  said  that  they  would  be  merely 
Ministerial,  without  any  responsibility.  But 
would  not  the  public  look  upon  them  as  in 
some  degree  responsible.  He  doubted 
whether  all  these  negotiations  wonM  give 
any  security,  and  whethw  It  would  not 
be  a  delusion  so  fiu-  aa  acts  were  eon- 
eemed.  They  all  knew  that  surveyors 
differed  in  their  valuation  of  property  quite 
as  much  as  the  margin  referred  to  in 
the  Bill,  and  as  mach  as  actuaries.  All 
he  asked  was  that  the  Government  would 
take  care  that  the  security  should  not  he 
an  apparently  Government  one.  They 
were  all  aware  of  what  happened  in  the 
ease  of  the  savings  banks,  which  people 
were  led  to  place  confidence  in  from  the 
belief  tiiat  they  had  Government  security 
for  their  money  ;  and  he  therefore  trusted 
the  example  of  the  savings  banks  would 
be  a  warning  to  the  Government  not  to 
'  permit  this  Bill  to  be  made  the  instmment 
of  a  similar  ddoaion  upon  the  pnblio.  The 
ease  of  the  Inolosure  Commusioners  was 
not  a  precedent  in  point,  beoause  it  was  more 
posnble  to  tell  what  would  be  the  increased 
value  to  the  land  from  drainage.  These 
documents  were  to  be  taken  b<Mily  to  the 
office,  and  were  to  be  ticketed  and  docketed, 
but  still  they  would  not  get  rid  of  the 
difficulty  of  the  investigation  of  title.  In 
good  hands,  like  those  of  the  noble  Lord, 
the  object  might  be  carried  out  without 
coming  to  Parliament  at  all.  The  noble 
Lord  had  not  stated,  when  he  alluded  to 
the  diffienltj  of  berrowing  money  on  » 
Sir  Chor$9  Qr^ 


person's  title,  whether  he  intended  that 
the  titles  should  then  be  investigated. 
When  that  was  once  done,  no  doubt  great 
advantage  would  be  the  result,  as  no  fur- 
ther investigation  would  be  required.  He 
hoped  the  Bill  would  be  referrad  to  a  Se- 
loot  Committee,  and  that  they  would  pat 
it  into  proper  shape. 

Mb.  SCULLY  thought  the  noble  Lord 
had  brought  his  view  of  the  questioa 
forward  very  clearly,  and  had  made  no 
mistakes  as  to  leg^  detwls.  The  snbjeet 
was  one  of  the  deepest  interest,  espeouUly 
to  the  owners  of  land.  Ha  should  not 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  noble 
Lord's  Bill,  as  it,  his  own  Bill,  and  that  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets 
(Mr.  Ayrton)  on  the  same  subject  were 
to  be  referred  to  a  Seleot  Committee.  He 
certainly  could  not  say  that  be  approved 
the  details  of  this  Bill  or  of  its  principle. 
The  proper  principle  of  a  Bill  of  this  kind 
was  that  of  enabling  landowners  to  ruse 
money  for  the  benefit  of  the  landed  interest, 
and  not  for  the  ben^t  of  money  Jobbers. 
It  praetically  gave  to  lar^e  oempanies 
a  monopoly  of  the  mortgages  on  land. 
On  the  faoe  of  the  Bill  mese  oompanies 
might  boiTow  on  any  description  trf  secu- 
rities acting  land,  hut  every  one  eon- 
neeted  with  the  pnrflssuon  knew  that  there 
was  only  one  sort  of  real  security.  Then 
again,  he  thought  it  most  objeotionahle 
that  money  was  to  be  advanced  to  the 
extent  of  three-fourths  of  the  value  on  the 
mere  certificate  of  a  surveyor.  There 
was  a  great  similarity  between  this  Bill  and 
the  Private  Bill  of  last  Session,  for  which 
Lord  Redesdale  had  substituted  a  Public 
Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords.  It  was  a 
Bill  that  had  been  brought  in  for  a  pri- 
vate company,  and  he  hoped  Uie  House 
would  narrowly  watch  it,  for  it  was  not  a 
Bill  in  the  interest  of  landowners.  Aa 
he  understood  the  noble  Lord's  Bill,  it 
contemplated  Uie  raising  of  £2,000,000.  of 
which  £100.000  was  to  be  paid  up.  The 
remaining  £1,900.000  was,  under  the  last 
proviuon  the  3rd  clause,  to  constitute  the 
substantial  security  of  the  bondholders. 
The  company  was  empowered  to  borrow 
on  terminable  annuities,  which  were  no 
securities  at  all.  His  attention  had  been 
directed  to  this  subject  before  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Incumbered  Estates  Court; 
and  an  opinion  of  his  own,  written  at  the 
instance  of  a  well  known  aolicitor  of 
those  days,  Mr.  Pierce  Mahony,  contMued 
a  distinct  recommendation  of  a  plan  tor 
ftcUiUting  dwtniN^efflWtW^lxSli 
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ft  syitom  to  register  titles,  and  to  oreate 
land  debentares.  When  the  loonmbered 
Estates  Act  passed  in  1849.  there  was  an 
ftbsolate  race  on  the  part  of  the  soHoitors  to 
sell  Irish  estates;  and  the  proprietors  were 
eompeUed  to  look  about  for  some  means  of 
creating  a  fund  for  the  porchase  of  land, 
instead  of  allowing  it  to  be  thrown  away 
at  ruinous  prices.  The  present  llaster 
of  the  Rolls,  Sir  John  Bomillj,  intro- 
dooed  what  was  called  the  Securities 
for  Adraneee  Bill  to  facilitate  this  aim  i 
bat  the  great  blot  of  Uie  measure  was 
that  it  eompdled  the  landowner,  instead  of 
going  into  the  market  himself,  to  apply  to 
some  money  jobber,  who  would  be  willing 
to  advance  the  sum  needed  in  globo.  When 
this  was  pointed  out,  such  a  feeling  was 
raised  upon  the  subject  in  Dublin,  that  in 
ten  days  the  views  of  the  landowners 
changed,  and  they  determined  to  petition 
against  the  Bill  in  the  form  in  which  it  had 
been  introduced.  The  principle  of  the 
Bill  which  he  (Mr,  Scully)  proposed,  and 
which  had  received  the  sanction  of  high 
anthority,  was,  that  the  landowner,  baring 
an  indefeasible  title,  should  be  allowed  to 
have  debentares  issued  to  himself,  or  those 
whom  he  indicated,  to  the  extent  of  half 
the  valoe  of  the  land.  That  would  give 
greater  seeoritj  to  the  pnUie  than  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  noble  Lord.  If  an  estate  i 
was  valned  at  £20,000,  he  proposed  that 
the  owner  sbonld  have  £10.000  of  deben- 
tures issued  to  him — namely,  one  hundred 
debentures  of  £100  each.  The  fact  was. 
that  if  a  debenture  Bill  were  to  be  passed 
at  all,  it  muBt  be  based  upon  one  or  other 
of  two  SDtagoniatic  principles — either  it 
must  have  for  its  object  to  benefit  the 
large  money  lender,  or  else  to  benefit  the 
landowner.  Now  the  high  authority  of 
Judges  LoDgSeld  and  Hargreave,  of  Master 
Brooke,  and  of  men  unconnected  with  the 
kw  like  Sir  R.  Griffith,  Lord  Dunalley, 
and  others  of  similar  standing,  waa  alto- 
gether in  &Tonr  of  giving  power  to  the 
uodowner,  having  an  indtteasible  title  to 
create  debeoturea  to  the  eiteot  of  half  the 
value  ot  hie  land.  The  noble  Lord  nwn- 
tuned  that  such  debentares  would  not  cir- 
culate unless  with  the  aid  of  some  levia- 
than company.  He  believed,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  indefeasible  title  forming 
the  basil  of  the  security  would  insure  the 
circulation  ;  hut.  supposing  it  were  other- 
wise, what  waa  to  hinder  any  company  or 
joint-stock  bank  buying  up  such  securi- 
ites,  and  fp.wiap  them  the  additional  goa- 
niDtee  of  that  own  endonement,  jfuan- 


tum  valeai.  Was  it  proposed,  he  would 
ask,  that  the  capital  and  the  mortgage 
debentures  of  the  company,  advocated 
by  the  noble  Lord,  should  be  limited  to 
£100.000,  or  that  they  should  be  indefi- 
nitely extended  so  as  eventually  to  absorb 
the  whole  landed  securities  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ?  The  clause  in  the  Bill  was  capable 
of  eiUier  eonatmotion.  It  might  be  sud 
that  men  were  not  bound  to  take  their 
business  to  the  company's  shop  ;  bnt 
onee  let  it  be  eatabliahed,  and  the  same 
rMalt  would  follow  that  had  happened  in 
Ireland,  where  a  proprietor  wishing  to  aell 
his  estate  was  praotioally  compelled  to  em- 
ploy the  agency  of  the  Landed  Estates 
Court.  He  protested  against  the  doctrine 
that  landowners  as  a  class  brought  difficul- 
ties upon  themselves  by  their  superior  im- 
providence. The  fact  was,  that  these 
came  upon  them  owing  to  their  want  of 
command  of  ready  money.  A  country  gen- 
tleman with  a  property  yielding  £10,000 
a  year  never  shrank  from  a  contested  elec- 
tion, or  other  large  expenses;  but  when 
he  was  called  on  to  pay  the  bill  then 
he  was  confronted  with  the  diffioaltiea  of 
his  position,  and  found  himself  really 
poorer  than  a  man  poaseued  of  £20,000 
cash.  The  principle  of  luid  debeoturea 
waa  net  a  new  one,  and  the  Prusaian 
system  was  not  so  objeotionable  u  the 
scheme  of  the  noble  Lord :  because  in 
Frasaia  the  association  was  rigidly  con- 
fined to  landowners,  who  clubbed  their  pro- 
perties together,  and  was  altogether  dis- 
tinct from  a  company  whose  sole  object 
was  to  screw  the  utmost  possible  amount 
out  of  the  estates.  The  Cr^it  Foooier 
of  France  was  an  institution  which  issued 
a  description  of  land  debentures.  There 
were  also  land  debentures  in  the  Chan- 
nel Islands,  and  even  in  Ireland.  For 
the  Bill  which  he  himself  intended  to  ask 
the  House  to  read  a  second  time  he  had 
not  been  able  to  find  an  exact  preeedent, 
the  nearest  debentures  in  point  of  form 
being  those  issued  in  connection  with 
drainage  operations  in  Ireland ;  bat  there 
was  no  reason  why  a  proposal,  otherwise 
good,  should  be  rejeoted  solely  on  acoonnt 
of  its  novelty.  In  this  age  of  reform  and 
improvement,  if  any  one  proposed  use- 
ful reform,  novelty  ought  not  to  be  an 
objection  to  it.  Where  an  abuse  existed 
he  thought  the  best  plan  for  the  reformer 
was  to  ask  himself  what  was  the  best  re- 
medy, as  if  he  bad  before  him  a  tabula 
nua;  and  when  he  had  arrived  at  a  con- 
olusion  then  to  ask  ^^Ifl^^^ 


tbat  oonolMkn  ^onld  be  m«diS«d 
|ureoedtiit8.  To  illnstnte  the  probab^ 
working  of  bit  plan,  the  hon.  Member  rttd 
an  eitraot  from  All  ths  Tttxt  Bmmd,  and 
went  on  to  eontond  ti»at  there  waa  no 
advantage  claimed  for  the  meaaure  propoaed 
liy  the  Boble  Lord  which  waa  not  better 
attainable  onder  tiie  Bill  that  he  adro- 
aated.  The  preaent  Lord  Obaneellor  (Lord 
Weatbnry)  was  CaTonrable  to  the  s^eme, 
and  at  the  snggeation  of  that  noUe  and 
leuned  Lord  he  had  amended  one  of  the 
elanaea.  It  waa  mj  deiiraUe  that  ai 
thia  anbjeet  waa  to  be  nfinred  to  a  Beleet 
Committee  that  tribanal  aheuld  alio  bare 
befbre  it  the  three  Billa,  for  which 
tirelj  the  noble  Lord  opposite,  the  hon. 
UetDber  for  the  Tower  Hamlets,  and  be 
himself  were  respoBBible.  For  his  own 
part,  he  had  not  much  eonfldenoe  hi  the 
abilttj  of  a  Select  Committee  to  deal  with 
each  a  qaeition.  It  eoold  be  maeh  better 
eonsidered  bj  a  Commission  composed  of 
competent  lawyers,  landowners,  and  raer- 
ehants.  He  trusted  that  the  sending  of 
the  qoestlon  before  a  Select  Commit- 
tee  would  be  followed  by  a  B(^l  Oom- 
misaion ;  and  although,  as  one  of  the 
aeoeiaarj  preliminariea  towards  1eg]sla< 
tbn,  he  now  assented  to  the  reference  of 
these  Bills  to  a  Seleet  Committee,  he 
ihoald  reserre  to  himself  the  right  here- 
after of  opposing  any  of  the  recommenda- 
tions made  by  the  Committee,  as  he  be- 
liered  the  subjeot  was  of  so  wide  and  diffi- 
ealt  a  character  that  it  could  scarcely  be 
dealt  with  in  a  satisfactory  manner  by 
a  Select  Committee.  His  own  opinion 
was  that  the  Crown  should  appoint  a 
Commission,  of  distinguished  and  impar- 
tial persons,  to  institoto  a  full  inquiry 
into  the  whole  question.  In  that  House 
and  upon  Committees  there  were  always 
individual  interests  leading  hon.  Mem- 
bers, however  able,  to  approach  the  oon- 
•ideratioB  of  the  anbjeet  with  a  foregone 
Mndusion  in  tbmr  minds.  The  noble  Lord, 
for  instance,  and  the  hen.  and  gallant 
Uemher  beaide  him  (Colonel  Oreville) 
were  both  connected  with  the  company 
in  whose  interest  this  Bill  was  promoted, 
and  instinctively  they  would  be  the  ad- 
Toeatea  of  that  company  before  the  Se- 
lect Committee. 

Mb.  ATKTON  said,  everybody  most 
admit  that  the  landed  totorests  had  long 
been  snffering  from  the  great  inconvenience 
and  eitreme  difficulty  of  borrowing  money 
npon  land,  and  from  the  diffienlty»  not  leas 
gnat,  of  transferring  loam  and  ■eenritioa 


already  efllseted  from  one  person  te  anetben 
The  valoe  of  the  security  waa  dcproetatad 
in  both  ways,  and  the  proeess  waa  equally 
inoonvenient  for  thoee  who  wished  to 
borrow  or  to  lend  money  npon  the  security 
of  land.  Some  Qentlemen,  recognising 
these  diffleuliiea,  introdnoed  a  Bill  last 
Session,  and  when  it  found  its  way  into 
that  Honse,  be  had  called  attention  to 
some  of  its  provisions  which  appeared  ex- 
tremely objaetionable.  Owing  to  difflonl- 
tiea  of  a  legal  and  technical  nature,  it  waa 
impossible  to  borrow  money  on  the  security 
of  land,  or  to  transfer  it  in  the  manner 
proposed,  without  providing  new  legal 
remedies,  and  the  measure  was  a  great 
enabling  Bill,  which  altered  the  law  on  this 
subject.  The  qaestion  was,  however,  whe- 
ther, if  there  were  to  be  intermediato 
agents  at  all,  the  Legislature  should  not 
give  them  more  latitad»— whether  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  company  should  not 
be  left  to  the  discration  of  those  who  were 
to  form  it  and  to  avail  themselves  of  ite 
pravisions.  His  own  opinion  waa,  that  the 
i^ency  should  be  of  the  most  general  ehi^ 
raeter,  and  that  any  joint-stock  company 
should  he  allowed  to  carry  on  the  bnsineaa 
on  whaterer  bans  the  shareholders  might 
desira.  Another  qaestion  also  arose— 
namely,  whether  it  was  absolntelj  neeea- 
sary  to  have  any  intermediate  agency  at  all, 
or  whether,  on  the  other  hand.  Parliament 
ought  not  to  enable  the  landowner  to  bor- 
row the  money  himself  by  debenture.  The 
most  comprehensive  Bill  en  this  subject 
would  be,  he  thought,  that  which  the 
House  would  be  most  disposed  to  sanction. 
He,  for  one,  should  not  give  a  preferenee  to 
any  measure  giving  great  privileges  to  one 
set  of  persons  that  were  denied  to  another. 
Hitherto  tlie  difficulty  in  carrying  out  a 
similsr  measure  had  been  that  there  hftd 
been  no  land  registry  office  to  stand  between 
the  bonrowor  and  the  lender,  and  to  secure 
to  the  latter  an  adequate  protecUon  In  the 
way  of  title.  But,  by  the  Lord  Chancellor's 
measure,  passed  two  or  three  years  ago, 
establishing  a  land  registry,  these  difficoK 
ties  were  obviated,  and  the  landed  interest 
might  have  all  the  facilities  it  desired  for 
borrowing  money.  Having  had  something 
to  do  with  obstructing  the  Bill  of  last  Ses- 
sion, he  had  thought  himself  called  upon 
to  produce  a  measure  of  his  own ;  and,  as 
he  underatood  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Attorney  General  to  r^er  these  Bills  to  a 
Select  Committee,  be  should  be  happy  to 
asamt  to  that  eonrse.  He^flered  from 
Us  hon.  Priend  (l^iaflBll7),i0oG^liSht 


that  a  flelart  Conaittee  waa  inemnpelMt 
to  ileal  with  aobjoet.  Be  bcliered,  od 
lb*  «oatrar7.  that  if  tha  CoimnittM  par- 
ffwd  ita  infeatigationa  in  a  reaaoaabla  and 
impartial  ipirit,  tb«  reaalt  of  the  inqnir; 
would  be  that  a  meaaare  at  onoe  beaefieia) 
wd  Bfttiafaotory  to  the  landed  interoat  and 
the  pttUie  ni^t  be  framed  and  carried. 

Motion  agretd  to. 

Bill  read  2*,  and  committed  to  a  Select 
Committee. 

LAND  DEBBNTUBES  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
[BiuSO  Ain>  LAND  DEBENXaRES  BILL 
[Box  18.] 

Bill*  read  2^,  and  committed  to  the  same 
Select  Committee  on  Mortgage  Debenturea. 

And  on  February  17  Seleet  Committee 
nominated,  aa  followa ; — 

Lord  Nua,  Liwd  fiuiruT,  Mr.  Atbtoh,  Mr. 
SoDLLT,  Ur.  Witf  ou,  Mr.  Goiobsii,  Mr.  Gkobgi 
Gbinfrll  Gltm,  Sir  Jauib  Elfhihstomi,  Mr. 
HoMKimoir,  SirCouux  O'LoeatiKR,  Mr.  IIowsb, 
14r.  WixTWoBTH  BiAUMoiTT,  Hr.  Psbl.  and  Th« 
JoMi  Abtooati     FtTC  to  be  tha  quorum. 

On  P«bnuu7  90,  Mr.  ilnrr  addkt;  and  on 
Febraarr  31,  Mr.  PoUAaD*Ua«nuBx  and  Mr. 
Leasnua  adiUd, 

Brnat  a^lonniad  at  a  aoartar  after 
laraao'abMk. 


HOUSE  Of  L0ED8» 
Thwtday,  F$br%ary  16,  1866. 

MINUTES.}— Sbuo*  CouiiTTaB— Od  PriTate 
^^^Ha^patntedt  <w  OppoMd  Private  BOte 

ILLICIT  DISTILLATION— 00N9TABU- 
LART  (IRELAND).— (tUESTlON. 

TBI  Eabl  of  LBITRIM  inqnir«d. 
Whether,  ainee  1856,  any  rnlea  ana  regn- 
Utiona  baa  been  made  in  reapeet  to  the 

employment  of  the  Irish  Constabulary  for 
the  aoppreasion  and  preTention  of  illicit 
diatiltation  in  Ireland  ;  and,  if  so,  why  they 
bare  not  been  laid  before  Parliament,  aa 
required  by  the  Aet  paaaed  in  the  rear 
1854? 

Eaiu.  GRANVILLE  aaid,  that  the 
nilea  and  regnlations  whiofa  had  been  laid 
before  Pariiament  in  the  year  1806,  applied 
only  to  the  eosnty  of  Caran,  and  another 
eounty.  Snbaeqnently,  at  the  desire  of 
the  Treaanry,  tbe  Lord  Lieotenant  of  Ire- 
tend  extended  the  operatioii  of  the  ml*  to 


tbe  whole  of  Ireland.  He  waa  nob  aware 
that  any  additional  rnlea  could  be  ismed, 
but  if  he  found  on  inquiry  that  any  anoh 
eziated,  he  would  hare  uemjud  ea  th« 
table  of  the  Henaa. 

PRTTATK  BILLS. 

Standing  Order  Committee  on,  ap- 
pointed : — The  Lords  following,  together 
with  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  werQ 
named  of  the  Committee : — 


Ld.  Prosideot, 

D.  Somerset. 
M.  Winebestor. 
M.  Lusdowne. 

M.  Bath. 
M.  Aileibnry. 
L.  Steward. 

E.  DeTon. 
E.  Alrlie. 

E.  Hardwiflke. 
E.  Oaraarron. 
E.  Romnej. 
E.  Chiohester. 
E.  Powis. 
E.  VeniUm. 
E.  De  Gref. 
E.  Stradbroke. 
E.  Amherst. 
L.  Chamberlain. 
T.  Hotoblnaon. 


V.  Eveinley. 

L.  CamojB. 

L.  Baye  and  Sela. 

L-OolviUeofCalross. 

L.  Ponsoal^. 

L.  Sondes. 

L.  Foley. 

L.  Dinevor. 

L.  Sheffleld. 

L.  Golobester. 

L.  Silobester. 

L.  De  Tabl^. 

L.  Wynford. 

L.  Porctnan. 

L.  SUnley  of  AldnAqr. 

L.  Avelaud. 

L.  Belper. 

L.  Ebury. 

K»  Chnrston. 

L.  Egertra. 


OPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILLS, 

The  Lords  foUowiog,  tiz.: — L.  Colvillo 
of  CulroBB,  L.  Ponsonby,  L.  Colchester, 
L.  Stanley  ot  Alderley,  were  appointed, 
with  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  a  Com- 
mittee to  select  and  propose  to  the  Houae 
the  Names  of  the  Fire  Lords  to  form  a 
Select  Committee  for  the  Conuderation  of 
each  Opposed  Private  Bill. 

OPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILLS. 
BKsoumov. 

On  the  Motion  of  Lord  Redbsdalb,  Be- 
solved — 

"That  all  PeUtions  pmjriDg  to  be  heard  upon 
tbe  Merita  against  any  Bilt  in  either  of  tbe  Classes 
mentioaed  In  Standing  Order  No.  17B,  be  printed 
by  tbe  Petitioners,  and  Copies  thereof  deposited 
in  the  Office  of  tbe  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments,  at 
sach  Time  and  in  snob  Number  as  tbe  Chairman 
of  Otnunittoes  maj  dlreot." 

POOR  RATES.  METROPOLITAN  AND 
SUBURBAN  DISTRICTS. 

FBnnoH. 

LoBD  BAVENSWORTH  pretented  « 
petition  of  inbahttanU  of  St.  Peter's  Dia- 
triet,  Hammersmith,  for  tbe  Equalization 
of  Uie  Ratea  m  MotropoliUn ^nd  Sab- 
■rbuDialrieth  Tht,^J^»i!|g+t 
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the  nbjeet  was  one  of  rery  eonuderable 
interest,  being  oonneeted  with  the  larger 
qnoBtion  of  union  rating.  Bat  it  was  of 
partieolar  interest  to  the  diBtriots  oon- 
cenied,  and  more  partioularlj  in  reference 
to  the  great  displaoement  of  population 
which  had  taken  and  were  still  taking 
place  in  consequence  of  the  railways  and 
other  large  undertakings  now  in  progress 
ID  the  metropolis.  The  other  eTening  their 
Lordships'  attention  was  drawn  to  this  re- 
mit of  the  alterations  aod  improvementi 
now  going  on ;  and  they  were  told  that 
14,000  peraons  had  already  been  displaced, 
and  that  3,500  more  would  be  displaced 
by  the  woriis  for  which  thb  sanction  of 
Pariiament  was  asked  for  this  Session. 
No  doubt  these  improToments  were  de- 
urable  on  sanitary  and  social  grounds  ; 
hut  by  their  diiplacements  of  population, 
while  they  inereased  the  valaation  of  the 
districts  improTod,  the  pressure  on  the 
poorer  districts,  to  which  the  displaced  per- 
sons necessarily  fiocked,  was  made  much 
hearier.  The  subject  was  by  do  means 
4  new  one,  for  so  far  back  as  1858 
meetings  had  been  held  in  Tarious  parts 
of  the  metropolis,  at  which  the  speakers 
had  succeeded  in  clearly  pointing  out 
the  great  amount  of  distress  oooastoned 
by  the  inequalities  of  the  poor  rates.  In 
January,  1858,  a  meeting  of  the  parochial 
elergy  was  held,  at  whieh  the  evil  effects 
of  high  rates  in  pow  districts  waa  forcibly 
dwelt  on.  He  had  also  a  report  of  a  meet- 
ing of  medical  officers  of  health,  in  which 
a  vast  amount  of  the  suffering  and  misery 
among  the  poor  was  directly  traced  toover- 
crowding,  which  was  continually  increasing 
in  suburban  districts  of  the  metropolis. 
That  over-crowding  again  was  traced  to 
unequal  rating;  and  the  meeting  of  medical 
officers  adopted  a  resolution  declaring  that 
the  vast  destruction  of  houses  whicn  was 
going  on  in  the  metropolis  was  injurious  in 
a  sanitary  point  of  view.  Last  Session  the 
noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of  Derby)  presented  a 
petition  from  the  district  of  St.  George's, 
SoQthwark,  complaining  of  the  inequality 
of  the  system  now  io  operation.  The  re- 
medy for  tboae  erils  was  an  axteniion  of 
tiie  area  of  rating  from  the  suburban  to 
the  metropolitan  parishes.  He  was  ready 
to  admit  that  great  difference  of  opinion 
prerailed  as  to  the  advisability  of  this 
course.  The  question  of  the  inequalities  of 
rating  had  been  brought  under  the  consider- 
ation of  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
GfHnmona  whieh  sat  last  year,  and  in  pre- 
Uttwt  Sessions.  Upon  referring  to  Ibia 
Lord  £avmneorth 


particular  branch  of  the  Committee's  in- 
quiry, he  had  been  disappointed ;  inaa- 
mach  as  the  Committee,  having  pointed 
out  the  existing  evils,  came  to  a  resolution 
which  neither  suggested  a  doctrine  nor  pro* 
posed  a  remedy.  The  Committee  recom- 
mended the  general  question  of  extending 
the  area  of  rating  to  the  further  conaidar»< 
tion  of  the  House  ;  but  they  declared  that 
the  circumstances  of  the  metropolis  were 
BO  peculiar  that  in  any  legislation  for  ex- 
tending the  area  of  rating  it  would  be  ne- 
eessary  to  hare  regard  to  those  eircom- 
akances.  The  case  of  the  suburban  diatriets, 
as  compared  with  the  metropoUtan  diatriets* 
was  comprised  in  this  short  sentence,  that 
whereas  the  wealthy  metropolis  had  the 
benefit  of  the  labour  of  the  able-bodied 
ctasBes  of  the  poor,  the  burden  of  maln- 
taining  the  sick,  the  helpless,  the  aged, 
and  the  indigent  of  those  classes  was  cast 
upon  the  suburban  districts.  If  it  were 
necessary,  he  could  quoteanamber  of  com- 
munications be  had  received  in  support  of 
bis  proposition,  but  he  did  not  think  it 
needful  to  take  np  the  time  of  the  Hoose 
in  doing  so.  The  noble  Lord  conoladed  by 
asking,  whether  the  OoTornment  oontem- 
plated  any  measures  of  relief  to  the  sub- 
urban districts  in  their  promised  Bill  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Poor  Law  Acts. 

Eabl  OBANVILLE  waa  vnderatood  to 
say  that  the  Govomment  pnqposed  to  in- 
trodnee,  m  the  other  House,  a  measure 
embodying  some  of  the  reoonmendBtiooa 
eontuoed  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  last  Sesaiou,  bat 
not  contemplating  any  especial  legislation 
on  the  subject-matter  of  the  petition  pre- 
sented by  tbe  noble  Lord. 

LoBD  RAVENSWORTH  said,  he  heard 
the  statement  of  the  noble  Earl  with  great 
regret,  and  he  could  only  say  that  the 
GovemmeDt  would  hear  more  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

ILUGIT  DISTILLATION  IN  CLARE  AND 
DONEGAL. 

The  Eabl  op  LEITRIU  moped— 

"That  aa  luunble  Address  bs  pressoted  to  Hw 
Hqes^  fi>r,  Betom  of  the  Names  of  aoeh  ud  so 
autaj  Ofllom  as  Tbe  Lord  Lieatenaat  of  Inland 
bM  considered  it  oeoMsaiy  and  proper  to  sppotnt 
for  tbe  Purpose  of  carrying  into  tmot  the  Fro- 
risiont  of  tbe  sevenl  Aota  for  the  Sappresslon 
sad  PrsTentioB  of  illicit  OiBtillation  in  Ireland 
within  the  Coontie*  of  Clare  and  DomgtX,  onder 
the  Provisions  of  the  20  A  31  Vtct.  o.  iO,  s.  4." 

The  noble  Earl  proceed^  to  atate  at  some 
iMigtii  his  Tiewa  @i^Og+en- 
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ner  in  vhiek  the  poUee  eoBdneted  them- 
Mlres  toirardB  any  of  the  peasantry  bos- 
peeted  of  illicit  diBtillatioD,  and  asBerted 
that  the  oonstabnlarj-  wen  in  the  habit  of 
entering  and  searohing  hooBei  withont 
Buffieient  legal  authority. 

Barl  aRANYILLE  Batd,  he  vonld  not 
fbllov  the  noble  Earl  tbroagh  his  legal 
aignment.  He  beliered  the  constrnotton 
which  the  GoTernment,  by  the  adrice  of 
their  Lav  Adrisers,  put  upon  the  Act  as  to 
the  employment  of  the  eonatabnlary  in  the 
capacity  of  revenue  officers  was  quite 
correct.  He  oould  not  accede  to  the 
Motion;  because  to  giro  the  Betnm  asked 
for  wenid  be  to  publish  the  names  of  the 
entire  eonatabnlary  force,  for  they  were  all 
qualified  to  act  as  rerenne  offioers  for  the 
BttppreBSton  of  illicit  distillation. 

The  Eakl  of  LBITRIU  said,  he  wonld 
relieve  the  noble  Earl  of  all  difficulty  in 
the  matter  on  the  understanding  that  he 
would  bring  it  under  the  uotioe  of  the  Irish 
government. 

Lord  CHELMSFORD  frould  nut  say 
that  the  Government  were  wrong  in  their 
interpretation  of  the  Act;  but  he  doubted 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Legis- 
lature that  the  whole  of  the  constahutary 
should  be  appointed  to  perform  revenue 
duties.  His  (Lord  Chelmsford's)  view  of 
the  Act  was,  that  the  word  "  coastaholary" 
was  inserted  in  the  statute  by  mtBtake;  and 
that  the  real  intention  of  Parliament  was 
that  Uiere  shoQld  be  a  separate  class  of 
officers*  though  home  on  the  constabulary 
force,  appomted  for  the  duty  of  searching 
for  private  stills  without  a  warrant.  This 
view  was  confirmed  by  a  clause  towards 
the  close  of  the  Act,  which  contained  a 
provtsiou  that  as  applicable  t#  the  consta- 
bnlaty  was  absurd,  but  which  would  he 
very  appropriate  to  a  separate  body  of 
officers.  He  thought  that  the  present 
state  of  things  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
eontinne;  and  he  ventured  to  suggest  to  the 
Government  that  the  mtention  of  the  Le- 
gislature might  be  reconciled  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  statute  by  the  appinntment 
of  a  special  body  of  the  constabolary 
ezivessly  and  solely  for  this  duty. 

Babl  GRANVILLE  said,  he  was  very 
maoh  obliged  to  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord.  With  all  submission  to  him,  he 
preferred  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament  from  the  words  of  the 
Act  rather  than  from  some  presumed  in- 
tentions of  the  Legislature.  Moreover, 
he  perfectly  recoUeoted  when  Uie  Aet  was 
umr  diieawdon  naiUr  ofaMmtions  to 


those  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  were 
made  by  Lords  Dononghmore  and  Mont> 
eagle,  the  discussion  showing  that  the 
House  understood  the  Bill  in  the  sense 
which  had  been  put  upon  tt  by  the  Irish 
Government.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was 
to  introduce  greater  economy  and  efficiency 
in  the  revenue  service  in  Ireland.  He 
believed  it  bad  been  very  snecesafnl;  but 
there  certainly  would  have  been  no  eco- 
nomy if  a  special  force  bad  bera  oreat«il 
for  the  purpose. 

Motion  (by  Leave  of  the  House)  lotf^ 
drawn. 

HousB  s^jonroed  sia  quarter  put 

Six  o'clock,  Ull  To-morrow, 
half  psst  Tea  t^dock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Ihirgdaff,  j^lfBnwry  16,  1865. 

MINUTES.]— Niw  MiKBut  Swokk— For  Sal- 
ford,  John  Cheethsm,  esquire. 

FoBuo  Bnjj — OnforMf—uonrtofChiuHMry (Ire- 
land) (No.  3} ;  Britiah  KaShtria  ;  Juries  in 
Criminal  Oaws.* 

First  Reading-CooTtoi  Cbaiio«7(Ireland)(No.3) 
[351;  Jaries  in  GrimhisICaHS  [861;*  British 
Kaflhiria  [37]. 

Seeeml  JSeeuKiig--Owai»  of  Jnstioe  Bnitdiog  [«]. 

PRIVATE  BILLS— PRINTING  OP 

PETITIONS.— RESOLUTIONS. 

Mb.  TORRBNS.  in  moving  a  Resolu- 
tion that  the  Petitions  on  every  Private 
Bill  shall  be  printed  and  copies  thereof, 
and  of  the  Bill  itself,  delivered  to  the 
Members  of  the  Committee,  said,  that 
great  inconvenience  arose  from  the  fact 
tiiat  Committees  were  furnished  with  only 
one  copy  of  a  peUtion,  and  that  written 
on  a  large  unwieMly  piece  of  parchment, 
in  a  text  which  rendered  it  very  difficult 
to  read  it.  He  need  hardly  remind  the 
House  that,  under  the  present  system,  a 
Member  of  a  Private  Bfll  Committee  had 
no  opportunity  of  seeing  the  Bin  he  had 
to  consider  nntit  going  into  tiie  Oommittee- 
room.  when  the  bnsiDeSB  is  immediately 
commenced;  and  it  surely  will  he  admitted, 
that  it  will  be  a  beneficial  change  to  afford 
an  opportunity,  however  short,  to  Members 
to  read  the  Bill  to  be  considered,  and  pe- 
titions which  relate  to  it,  before  the  actual 
bearing  of  parties  is  begue.  When  he 
biougfal  th0«b>otfi^^,g^^OT^^ 
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ago  he  stated  that  Im  h«d  aioertabed,  in 
answer  to  inqairieB  whioh  be  had  made  of 
raiiooa  printiag  firms  of  great  respeota- 
biltty,  that  fifty  copiea  of  a  potitioot  oon- 
mting  of  four  fboltcap  printed  pages  of 
Blatter,  the  paper  being  of  the  SMne 
rise  as  that  which  was  seed  for  the 
Votes  of  the  House,  might  be  obtained 
fiw  a  sam  oonsiderably  less  than  28*.— a 
nun  saffieiently  moderate,  he  theaght,  to 
satisfy  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Ha  found,  on 
fiirtber  inquiry,  the  correctness  of  that  in- 
formation completely  eimfinned.  In  the 
Conrt  of  Chancery  briefs  and  affidaTits 
were  now  printed,  to  the  great  convenienee 
of  the  public,  and  be  believed  that  in  ano- 
ther place  Lord  Redesdale  was  about  that 
very  evening  to  move  that  the  petitions 
be  printed  for  the  more  convenient  refer- 
ence of  Members  of  Committees  on  Pri- 
vate Bills.  The  right  hon.  and  gallant 
General  the  Member  for  Huntingdon 
(General  Peel],  seemed  to  consider  it  a 
hardship  that  petitioners  should  be  put  to 
the  eipense  of  printing  the  petitions  which 
they  were  obliged  to  snhmit  to  Parliament 
in  oMkseqoeBce  of  the  action  of  the  pro- 
ne ten  ef  Bills ;  bnt,  in  the  case  (tf  the 
promoters,  the  expense  wonid  fUl  more 
DsaTily  on  a  ringle  party  than  if  divided 
among  a  number  of  petitioners.  Beudes, 
in  the  event  of  his  (Mr.  Torrens)  proposing 
to  throw  all  ihe  eipense  on  promoters,  he 
greatly  feared  the  opposition  to  bis  Motion 
would  be  so  great  that  the  contemplated 
improvement  in  the  manner  of  conducting 
Pnvste  Bill  business  would  not  be  con- 
oorred  in  by  the  House,  and  what  be 
now  proposed  might  be  lost  altogether. 
Moreover,  the  ben.  Member  for  Haverford- 
west was  about  to  introdeee  a  measure  en 
the  sebject  of  ooets  in  sneh  Bills  t  and,  if 
passed,  as  he  hi^Md  it  would  be,  a  remedy 
wenid  be  fovnd  for  any  hardship  inflicted 
by  premotflrs  TeiatioBSiy  dragging  parties 
before  Private  Bill  Committees.  He  hoped 
tiiat  the  HoDse  would,  for  the  reaeons 
wfaieh  he  bad  given,  assent  to  hia  Uoiim. 

Motion  made,  and  Qnestiim  proposed, 

"  1%at  on  erorr  Private  Bill  to  bs  conaidsred 

hj  a  Committm  of  tbii  Boom,  all  Patitioos  wbieh 
■hall  ataud  referred  to  aucta  GommittM,  if  not 
previonalf  witfadnwo,  be  printed  at  the  expense 
of  tb«  Petitionen,  and  C<^lra  of  avoh  PetitiofU, 
tofrtfaar  witb  a  Copr  of  the  BUI  to  be  eoaMarad, 
be  delivered  to  eaob  Meinber  of  the  Committee  on 
the  moniiog  of  iti  Arat  aitting."    (ifr.  Totreni.) 

Gdtkbu.  FSBIi  said,  he  would  take  it 
for  granted  that  the  objeet  whioh  Ihe  hoD. 
Jfr.  Xbrrmu 


Gentleman  had  in  view  was  to  prometo 
the  cottvenienee  of  Committees  by  short* 
ening  their  labour  t  but  he  very  much 
doubted  whether  his  Resektien  was  ealoo- 
lated  to  have  that  effiset.  If  petitions 
were  printed  and  plaoed  in  the  bands  of 
the  Members  of  a  Committee  a  few  days 
before  they  assembled,  he  waa  afraid  nono 
bat  the  youngest  Members  would  uke  the 
trouble  of  reading  them ;  for  it  would  he 
fonnd  that  when  the  Comsrittee  met  tho 
greater  portion  vf  tho  petitioaB  would  bo 
abandonod  altogether,  and  that  the  sab- 
stanee  of  those  not  withdrawn  wonU  ba 
repeated  over  and  over  again  ad  mamaemm 
by  the  connael  engiH(ed  in  ibo  ease.  The 
effect  of  the  Resolution,  too,  he  thought, 
would  be  to  increase  the  nember  of  peti- 
tions with  wbieh  there  was  no  inseatawt 
to  proceed.  Tho  objeet  of  dieee  petttioos 
would  be  to  influence  the  minds  of  the 
Committee  by  statements  not  afterwarda 
proved  by  eridenee ;  and  it  would  beeome 
the  duty  of  the  Chsirman,  at  the  eomoHne^ 
ment  of  the  investigation,  to  tell  the  Com- 
mittee to  dismiss  from  their  minds  every- 
thing they  might  bsve  heard  or  read  and 
to  confine  themselves  to  die  eridenee.  The 
House,  in  his  opinion,  was  hardly  striet 
enongh  in  dealing  with  Motbxw  suhmittiug 
now  Standing  Orders  for  its  aooeptaneo. 
It  would  bo  well  that  proposak  of  that 
kind  ahouM  in  the  first  instance  be  laid 
before  the  Standing  Orders  Committee, 
who  would  report  to  the  House  as  to  the 
expediency  of  adopting  them.  How  did 
matters  stand  at  present  in  soeb  instances 
as  that  to  wttieb  the  Resolution  under  dis- 
cnssion  r^ted  ?  A  great  company  desired 
to  take  the  property  of  a  private  individual, 
and  in  ordel^to  carry  out  dmt  objeet  they 
oame  to  Pariiament ;  and  a  Committee  was 
appointed,  which  the  petitioners  against  the 
moMaro  did  not  at  all  want.  If,  therefore, 
the  Hovse  was  of  opinion  that  petitions 
flhoiild  be  printed  for  the  eonvenienoo  of 
sneh  Comnitloes,  die  expense  engfat,  he 
thoogbt,  to  he  borne  by  the  premotera  of 
Bills.  In  nulway  legislation  Pariiament 
had  gone  from  one  extreme  to  the  other. 
When  railroads  were  first  tntrodnoed  the 
rights  of  the  owners  ef  property  wwe 
much  more  conridered  than  seened  to  be 
tho  case  at  the  present  day.  Ho  was  oM 
enough  to  recolleet  when,  at  tiie  oat- 
set,  a  Bill  was  almoet  certain  to  be  lost 
unless  the  promoters  had  obtained  tiie 
sanction  of  the  landed  proprietora.  He 
reeolleeted  that  the  Lond«s,and  Binn- 
inghan  BaSlwiij  d|iAecm4J&«igl«rt 
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In  eoMMpmiee  of  Ui*  oppoti^on  of  tlra 
pr^irietora  sf  the  lud.  Kow,  bewerer, 
ft  rM«  of  tpeoulators  had  arisea  who  were 
called  **  promotwB  "  of  Behemea,  who  ei- 
ercised  their  ingenuitj  in  devising  the 
wildeai  and  moat  aonMOMary  undertak- 
ioga,  mkI  who  took  little  or  no  account  of 
Um  rights  of  individuals,  content  with  re- 
ceinng  from  the  shareholders  a  gtmtuitj 
of  £3,000  or  £4.000.  as  it  might  be.  for 
their  eicrtions.  He  therefore  proposed,  in 
line  three,  to  strike  out  the  word  *'  Pe> 
tttiuners,"  and  to  substitute  the  words, 
"Pioaioten  of  Uiefiill." 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  oat  the 
word  **  Petitioners/'  in  order  to  insert  the 
words  "  Promoters  of  tlie  Bill,"  instead 
thereof. — (&«Mra{  P»el) 

QaestioD  pmpoaed,  "That  the  word 
■Petitioners'  stand  part  of  the  Qoestion." 

Ur.  TORRBNS  snid.  he  had  not  the 
least  objection  to  accept  the  Amendment, 
aod  would  liave  proposed  it  himself,  had 
he  the  same  weight  in  the  House  as  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Officer. 

llB.  MILNER  GIBSON  said,  he  enter- 
tained no  great  objection  to  the  proposal 
in  its  original  shape,  but  felt  indisposed  to 
support  the  Amendment,  It  was  true 
that  the  promoters  of  a  Bill  in  one  sense 
always  entailed  expenae  on  those  who  had 
to  petition  against  it;  bat  there  was  such 
ft  tiling  as  vexatious  opposition,  and  in 
those  cases  it  would  be  highly  unfair  to 
throw  on  the  promoters  the  costs  of  both 
sides.  He  therefore  thought  that  if  the 
petitions  were  referred  to  a  Committee 
the  expense  shoold  be  home  bj  the  re- 
spective petitioners.  It  would  be  also 
inexpedient  to  compel  parties  to  print  snd 
deliver  petitions  two  days  prior  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Committee ;  because  it 
often  happened  that  witiiio  that  interval 
intended  oppositions  were  eeapromised  or 
withdrawn,  and  it  became  neeeHarj  to 
print  the  petitions, 

Mb.  TOBRENS  laid,  that  he  had 
already  altered  the  wording  of  the  Resolv- 
tion  from  "two  days  previously"  to  the 
*"  morning  of  the  day"  on  which  the  Com- 
mittee sat. 

Mr.  MILNER  GIBSON  said,  he  had 
no  objection  to  the  proposal  in  that  sba^e, 

Mb.  CRAUFURD  thought  a  Motion 
for  altering  the  Standing  Orders  ought  not 
to  be  dealt  with  by  the  House  till  it  had 
been  referred  to  the  Standing  Orders 
Omvlttw*  and  these  ben.  Members 
who  haA  dMtgi  of  the  Frinte  boaiaeu 


of  the  Home.  He  had  heard  sothing  to 
satisfy  him  thst  the  propofeed  ehuge 
would  be  attended  with  benefit ;  it  wooU, 
in  fact,  tend  to  increase  expense  by  adding 
the  cost  of  printing  to  that  of  engrossing 
the  petitions.  The  best  way  would  be  to 
allow  these  te  be  presented  in  type.  He 
should  like  to  bear  the  opinion  «f  the 
Chairman  of  the  Standing  Orden  Oom- 
mittee. 

CoLonL  WILSON  PATTEN  said,  th« 
Standing  Orders  Gomnittee  had  not  been 
conanlted  on  the  matter,  but  he  thoogfat 
the  proposal  not  an  mreasonable  one, 
altfaoagh  in  practice  the  eaeea  were  gene- 
rally so  well  stated  to  the  Committees  by 
counsel  that  there  was  rarely  any  need  to 
refer  to  the  petitions  themselres.  The 
■oggestion  which  had  just  been  made, 
that  petitions  in  the  first  instance,  instead 
of  being  engrossed  should  be  printed,  wae 
a  very  good  one,  and  might  hereafter  be 
acted  upon,  though  the  point,  he  admitted, 
had  never  stroek  him  before.  He  saw 
no  reason  why  the  petitions  should  not  b« 
printed  and  lodged  in  the  Private  Bills 
Office  in  tbeiame  way  as  the  Bills  were. 
Amendment,  by  leave,  wUhdrawn, 
Mauk  Question  put,  and  t^ned  to. 

THE  LATE  MR.  GREGSON. 

First  Report  of  Publio  Petition  Com- 
mittee hrought  up  and  read. 

YisoonHT  PALMERSTON :  Sir,  I  am 
sore  I  am  the  faithful  organ  of  the  feeling 
of  the  Members  of  this  House  when  I  take 
this  opportunity  ef  expressing,  as  I  think 
I  may  venture  to  do  on  their  behalf,  the 
deep  regret  which  we  all  feel  for  the  less 
the  House,  has  sustained  in  the  death  of 
Mr.  Qregson,  the  late  Member  for  Lan- 
caster. In  his  capaeitj  of  Member  of  this 
Hoose,  he  performed  great  services  to  the 
pnblic  I  «ia  he  was  Chairman,  I  thiuk  for 
seven  years,  of  that  Committee  of  which 
the  Report  has  jnst  been  brought  up  and 
moved  to  be  laid  npon  the  table.  His  at- 
tention to  bis  duties  was  most  unwearying, 
and  those  who  had  occasion  to  come  in 
contact  with  him,  either  personally  or  bj 
rirtae  of  the  duties  which  he  performed, 
will  bear  witness  to  his  indefatigable  in- 
dustry, to  the  firmness  and  soundness  of 
his  judgment,  to  the  conciliatory  character 
of  his  temper,  and  to  the  combination  in 
his  person  of  all  those  qualities  whfeh 
rendered  him  a  vahiahle  and  estimable 
Member  of  this  House.  Sir.  I  may  add 
that  I  think  the  Wim^Qm^^ 
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hardly  aware  how  mueh  the  pnblie  interest 
is  indebted  to  the  Toluntarj  and  unpre* 
tendingt  almost  unkoowa,  ezertions  of 
Hombers  of  this  House  with  regard  to 
the  Private  business,  and  with  regard  also 
to  the  Public  business  of  this  House. 
The  time  and  patient  attenUon  which  are 
j^Ten  gratuitously  by  Uembers  acting  opoo 
the  Committ^eB  of  this  House  reflect  the 
greatest  credit  on  their  public  spirit— the 
more  so  because  those  exertions  and  those 
labours,  however  arduous  they  may  be, 
ud  howerer  miich>  in  many  oases,  they 
may  preu  on  the  health  m  tiiose  who 
penorm  them^  ue,  from  their  lery  natare* 
not  labours  attraoting  public  attention,  or 
giving  to  those  who  perform  them  that 
reputation  which  is  acquired  by  dis- 
tinguished ezertioDB  and  by  public  speak- 
ing in  this  House.  I  think  it  doe  to  the 
Members  of  this  House  to  draw  attention 
to  these  facts,  and  there  never  was  a  more 
deserving  instance  of  that  merit  than  may 
be  elaimed  by  the  friends  of  the  late  Mr. 
Qregson.  I  am  proud  of  having  enjoyed 
his  personal  friendship,  and  therefore,  in 
addition  to  regret  for  his  public  loss,  I 
feel  regret  at  the  loss  of  a  valuable  and 
estimuile  friend. 

CHINA- BRITISH  SUBJECTS  IN  THE 
CHINESE  SERVICE.— QUESTION. 

Colonel  SYKBS  asked  the  XJoder  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Affaira,  Whe- 
ther the  Order  in  Council  of  the  Ist 
March,  1864,  has  been  enforced,  and  all 
British  subjects  withdrawn  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Emperor  of  China  and  Uiat  of 
Provincial  Mandarins  ? 

Mb.  LAYARD  reminded  the  hen.  and 
gallant  H«nber  that  the  Government  had 
no  power  to  withdraw  from  the  service  of 
the  Emperor  of  China  any  person  who 
might  be  in  that  service.  Those  who  were 
in  Her  Majesty's  service,  and  who  bad  re* 
oeived  permission  to  serve  under  the  Em- 
peror of  China,  had  had  that  permission 
withdrawn  ;  but  as  regarded  those  who 
were  not  in  Her  Majesty's  service,  if  they 
remMued  in  the  service  of  the  Emperor  of 
China,  it  would  be  at  their  own  peril. 

ABSTRACT  OF  WRECKS  AND 
CASUALTIES^UESTION. 

Mb.  cave  asked  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  When  the  '<  Abstraet  of 
the  Returns  of  Wrecks  and  Casualties  on 
the  Coasts  of  the  United  Kingdom"  for  the 
year  ending  31st  Beoemb«r,  1863,  whieh 


was  lud  upon  the  table  laat  Seadon,  vrill 
be  delivored  to  Members ;  and  whether 

there  is  any  necessity  for  the  puhliea- 
tion  of  these  Returns,  being  two  yean  in 
arrear? 

Mr.  MILNER  GIBSON  said,  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  Returns  bad  been  delayed 
by  pressure  upon  the  Bepartment.  The 
Returns  for  1863  were,  however,  in  type, 
and  woiUd  be  delivered  in  a  few  days ;  and 
those  for  1864  would  be  presented  by 
Easter,  or  very  soon  after. 

FUBLIOATION  OF  IRISH  RECORDS. 
ttmtsTran. 

Colonel  BUNNE  asked  the  SecreUry 
to  the  Treasury,  If  the  Government  intend 
to  proceed  at  once  with  the  publication  of 
the  Patent  and  Close  Rolls  and  other  Irish 
Records  ;  in  what  form  they  will  be  pub- 
lished, and  by  whom  and  in  what  manner 
they  are  to  be  edited;  and  when  the  Brehoa 
Lavs  would  be  published  ? 

Mb.  peel  said,  the  preparaticn  the 
Index  or  Calendar,  like  the  English  Calen- 
dar to  the  Chancery  Rolls,  had  been  plaeed 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Morrow,  an  offiser 
the  Irish  Records  Department.  After  some 
progress  had  been  made  in  the  work,  and 
two  or  three  volumes  had  been  published, 
in  consequence  of  complaints  which  were 
made  in  that  House,  and  of  a  pamphlet 
which  had  obtained  considerable  oireulatton 
as  to  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  the 
work  had  been  executed,  the  Govemment 
directed  the  further  progress  of  the  work 
to  be  suspended,  in  order  that  an  inquiry 
might  be  made  into  the  merits  of  the  pub- 
lieation.  The  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  this 
country,  at  the  reqneat  of  the  Government, 
appointed  Mr.  Dnmu  Hardy  and  Mr.  Brewer 
to  make  the  inquiry,  and  the  result  of  their 
report  had  been  to  exenlpate  Mr.  Morrow. 
Mr.  Morrow  had,  however,  ejcnretied  to  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland  his  unwilling- 
ness  to  proceed  with  the  work;  but  he  pro- 
posed to  prepare  oorri^nda  to  the  volumes 
already  published,  and  indexes  to  the  names 
of  persons  and  places.  Under  these  eir- 
cumstancea,  the  publication  of  the  work 
had  been  resumed.  It  was  hoped  that  the 
Brehon  Laws  would  be  published  this  year, 
and  an  estimate  of  the  expense  would  be 
laid  before  the  House. 

THE  KIRWEE  PRIZE  UOHBT. 
<lUBSn01T. 

Mb.  MILLER  asked  the^Seerataiy  of 
Strte  fte  India,  ^h^n^^ 


389      OntrU  i/JtuHet         {FmnrAar  16,  1865}         BuHUng  Bm.  S90 


money  U  to  be  isaiud  i  tad  whether  tbe 
pendnig  deotaioB  in  the  Aimiralty  Gevrt 

will  be  final  ? 

Sib  CHARLUS  WOOD  slated,  that  he 
apprehended  the  decision  of  this  questiou 
would  not  in  the  least  decree  depend  on 
him,  but  rather  on  the  Treasurj.  Tho 
matter  had  been  referred  to  the  Adtniraltj 
Coart,  and  he  eould  not  say  when  their 
deoiMW  would  be  eome  to,  or  form  any 
idea  when  the  money  would  be  paid. 

NEW  ZEALAND.— liUESTION. 

Hb.  ARTHUR  HILLS  inquired  of  the 
OoloDial  Secretary,  Whether  be  has  re- 
eeired  by  the  Uaifa,  which  arrived  yester- 
day, any  Despatches  from  tbe  Gorernor  of 
New  Zealand  with  respeot  to  the  war  t  and 
whether  it  is  true  that  any  proposition 
baa  been  made  to  the  Golonial  Parliament 
with  a  view  of  withdrawing  Her  Majesty's 
forces  from  the  Colony  9 

Ub.  CARDWELL  said,  it  would  be 
known  to  those  who  had  read  the  volumi- 
nous papers  whieh  had  already  beeo  pre- 
sented to  the  Bouse  upon  the  subject  of 
New  Zealand,  that  at  the  time  when  these 
papen  were  aeut  home,  the  Governor  was 
engaged  in  a  oontroversy  with  bis  advisers 
upon  the  subject  principally  of  the  disposal 
of  ^e  Queen's  troops,  and  of  the  terms  to 
be  offered  to  the  Natives  for  their  submis- 
sion and  return  to  their  allegiance.  At 
that  time  the  Governor  bad,  ou  his  own 
authority,  in  obedience  to  iostruotions 
from  home,  but  without  the  concurrence 
of  his  Ministers,  offered  terms  on  which 
the  Natives  should  be  permitted  to  return 
to  their  allegiance.  He  (Mr.  Cardwelt) 
bad  that  day  received  despatches  by  the 
mail  from  New  Zealand,  tbe  purport  of 
which  was  that  the  Governor  had  formed  a 
new  SDnistry  upon  prineiplee  which,  he 
iBsnred  him,  vere  in  oonformity  with  the 
iuBtmctionB  he  had  ree«ved  mm  home  ; 
that  the  new  Hiniatiy  eonfidently  expected 
to  enjoy  the  eonfidenoe  of  a  large  majority 
vS  Uie  Aaaembly,  and  that  they  bad  recog- 
niied  tbe  act  of  the  Governor  in  offeriog 
terms  of  submission  to  tbe  Natives,  with- 
out insisting  npon  that  which  tbe  Governor 
believed  to  be  impossible — namely,  tbe  con- 
dition of  the  universal  surrender  of  arms. 
He  further  held  in  his  hand  certain  Reso- 
lutions of  the  Assembly  of  New  Zealand, 
dated  on  tbe  6th  of  December  lait,  which 
were  to  tbe  effect — 

**  While  the  Hoosa  expiessBS  Ito  deep  statitade 
tor  tbe  gemrons  aautaiwe  rendered  tSi» 
motbar  couttay  te  tba  eoloar,  and  while  it  doss 
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not  dispute  tba  olairo  ofthe  Imperial  Govemmeat 
to  eieroise  a  retBonable  control  over  the  poliof  of 
tbfl  colonjr,  while  the  colonj  is  reeeiving  the  aid 
ofthe  Britiah  troope,  it  nevertbeleuis  resolved  to 
make  everjr  pewible  effort  to  place  itwif  in  a  posi- 
tion of  self-dafeaoe  agaiiwt  internal  aggreuioa, 
with  a  view  to  sceepting  the  altemative  indicated 
the  Home  Government— namely,  the  with- 
drawal of  Her  Majesty 'a  land  fmea  at  the  aarliast 
possible  period  eoniiatent  with  Uw  loahitanaBae 
of  ImpwM  interestaand  the  aafttr  ot  tba  edoay." 

He  had  also  beard  that  the  principal  Native 
Chief,  William  Thompson,  bad  applied  te 
the  Governor  for  an  extension  of  the  period 
during  which,  according  to  tbe  Proclama- 
tion, it  was  open  to  the  Natives  to  return 
to  their  allegiance,  assigning  reasons  whieh 
were  not  in  their  nature  unsatisfactory, 
hut  the  Governor  had  not  bad  time  to  con* 
suit  his  respoDsible  advisers  as  to  the  re- 
ception that  ought  to  be  given  to  the  pro- 
posal. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  MILLS  asked,  whether 
the  despatches  would  be  laid  upon  the 
table  at  an  early  period  f 

Mb.  CARDWELL  said,  he  waa  alwayi 
anxioofl  to  have  all  papers  laid  on  the 
table  aa  aeon  aa  posdble,  and  be  would 
take  eare  to  do  so  on  the  preunt  oeoasion. 

COURTS  OP  JUSTICE  BUILDING  BILL. 

[bill  5.]  BBOOND  RKADIKO. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  bow  read  2**.— 

{Mr.  AUomejf  General.) 

Mr.  F.  S.  POWRLL  said,  that  although 
recent  experience  ta  the  conduct  of  publio 
works  in  this  country  had  not  been  of  sneh 
a  character  as  to  induce  many  boo, 
Membera  to  take  part  in  that  discussion 
on  tbe  subject,  he  wished  to  say  a  few 
words,  partly  for  the  purpose  of  drawing 
forth  some  explanations  from  the  Go- 
vernment, and  partly  to  direct  public 
attention  to  the  qoestion.  He  hoped  they 
should  obtsuo  more  eijilaoation  than  they 
had  already  had,  with  respect  to  the 
calenlationa  upon  whieh  the  eatimate  of 
X750.000  for  tbe  eenstmction  of  tbe 
courts  was  arrived  at,  who  the  gentlemen 
were  by  whom  that  estimate  was  framed, 
and  what  was  the  oharacter  (rf  the  build- 
ings te  be  eonstmeted  for  that  sum.  It 
was  scarcely  necessary  to  remind  the 
House  how  great  was  tbe  excess  usually 
found  over  the  first  expense  when  a  publio 
building  was  completely  out  of  baad  ;  and 
be  thoaght  it  was  much  more  likely  t* 
be  so  in  the  prcoent  case,  vlien  the  price 
of  materiala  bad  been  so  greatly  enhanced 
aad  the  wages  of  workmen  »lw  ib- 
ereaaed.    He  im^iz^Kmmgi^ 
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WOdM  pay  doe  attention  to  the  conTeni- 
enoe  of  the  public*  and  to  the  reoommenda* 
tion  of  the  CommiBBioners  who  had  istoed 
the  Report  of  1860,  adTitiog  that  con- 
Tontent  access  should  be  giren,  not  only 
to  those  engaged  in  the  causes,  but  also 
to  such  persons  as  might  come  there  to 
learn,  or  to  satisfy  a  reasonable  curiosity 
and  interest.    It  had  been  rightly  said 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Ur.  Cowper) 
tbat  Ume  was  money,  but  eonTenience 
was  time ;  and  if  eonTenience  was  a  matter 
of  importuice  in  the  arrangement  of  a 
pnblie  eonrt,  an  important  snMrdinate  ele- 
ment was  ventilation.  Those  who  had  been 
called  upon  to  take  part  to  the  adminis- 
tration  of  the  public  justice  of  the  country, 
whether  as  magistrates,  members  of  the 
Bar,  or  jurors,  must  be  aware  how  poison- 
ous, dangerous,  and  almost  fatal,  was  the 
atmosphere  in  which  the  business  was  done. 
It  was  not  a  question  of  mere  comfort 
whether  there  should  be  ioiprored  ven- 
tilation or  not.    It  was  not   ctoq  a 
question  of  health.    But  it  was  a  matter 
which  had  great  effect  upon  the  efficiency 
of  the  court  when  the  energies  of  those 
engaged  in  the  transaction  of  business 
were  impaired  by  breathing  a  vitiated 
atmosphere.    He  trusted  this  would  not  be 
considered  a  premature  suggestion.  Before 
a  stone  of  the  building  was  lud,  or  the  plan 
finally  adopted,  tihe  question  of  ventilation 
must  be  settled.  If  uiey  commenced  on  a 
good  system  they  would  be  able  to  carry 
it  out  SBttsfactorily  ;  but  if  they  commenced 
on  an  imperfect  system  they  would  not  be 
able  afterwards  to  remedy  the  defect.  He 
wished  to  have  some  explanation  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  the  architect  was  to  be 
selected.    He  trusted  it  was  not  to  be 
confined  to  those  who  bad  had  offices  in 
London,  hot  that  gentlemen  in  the  country 
would  also  have  the  advantage  of  display- 
ing their  skill.    The  experience  of  the 
construction  of  courts  of  justice  in  liondon 
was  small.   In  Leeds,  Liverpool,  and 
Manchester,  noble  halls  of  justice  had 
been  constmeted.   Amongst  those  which 
bad  been  erected  none  was  so  convenient 
with  regard  to  its  arrangements,  or  afford- 
ed so  much  accommodation,  as  the  Uan- 
obester  Assise  Courts,  and  be  hoped  the 
distinguished  architect  who  constructed 
those  courts  would  have  the  opportunity 
of  sendbg  in  his  plans.    In  tbat  case  the 
Judges  had  testified  their  approbation,  and 
the  Bar  and  the  public  had  joined  in  the 
oommon  testimony.   Baron  Figott  stated, 
at  the  opeinng  or  tboM  eonrta,  that-» 
Mr.  F.  8.  PoweU 


"  Tbsra  was  not  in  ^  nnitsd  Kiiigd<Hn  maf 
pUoe  more  wortbfortbe  administration  of  jastioe 
than  that  in  which  Uiey  were  issembled,  and  thmt 
in  regard  to  the  oooTenienoe  of  the  public,  the 
Ihu-,  and  the  benofa  notbins  seemed  to  be  want- 
ing." 

In  oonstmoting  the  courts  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Lincoln's  Inn,  it  might  be 
desirable  to  bear  in  mind  the  noble  build- 
ings which  had  been  recently  erected  there 
and  in  the  Middle  Temple.  In  ranoviog 
the  oonrts  from  Westminster  Hall  it  might 
not  be  inoonvenient  to  ramemlwr  that,  see- 
ing it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  Great 
Hall  of  entrance  by  means  of  which  the 
diffsrent  courts  might  be  approached, 
it  would  be  very  desirable  to  adopt  such 
a  style  of  architecture  as  would  reproduce 
Westminster  Hall,  not  in  the  grandeur 
of  its  proportions,  not  in  historic  associa- 
tions, but  in  its  general  artistic  arrange- 
ments and  dispositions,  blending  the  future 
with  the  past— the  characteristic  of  the 
policy  of  England.  In  suggesting  to  the 
Oovemmeot  this  style  of  building,  he 
believed  that  one  comparatively  modest  in 
point  of  ornament  would  satisfy  the  de- 
mands of  good  taste.  He  hoped  they  would 
avoid  that  peonrioos  parsimony  which 
might  be  convenient  for  the  moment,  but 
would  afterwards  produce  regret.  He 
hoped  they  would  also  avoid  a  profuse  and 
lavish  expenditare,  which  tme  art  did  not 
invite,  and  which  was  tiie  greatest  enemy 
of  artistic  progress. 

Mb.  HADFIELD  also  bore  testimony 
to  the  beauty  and  convenience  of  the  Man- 
chester Assize  Courts.  Unless  care  was 
taken  that  the  inside  of  the  new  courts 
was  made  as  convenient  as  the  outside  was 
beautiful,  the  great  objects  of  the  Bill 
would  be  lost.  Better  air,  heat,  light,  and 
sound,  were  absolutely  indispensable.  It 
was  right  that  the  architect  who  built  the 
Manchester  oonrts  should  be  free  to  com- 
pete, and,  if  so,  he  would  have  a  fur 
chance  of  coming  in  for  the  priae. 

Mb.  EINNAIRD  said,  before  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  should  reply  to  the 
questions  which  had  been  put,  he  wished 
to  know  whether  his  attention  had  been 
called  to  the  subject  of  the  site.  The  site 
was  B«d  to  be  of  no  less  extent  than  seven 
and  a-hslf  acres,  and  it  was  covered  with 
a  dense  mass  of  houses  inhabited  by  the 
humbler  and  poorer  classes.  One  of  the 
most  perplexing  questions  of  the  day 
waa  how  to  provide  accommodation  for 
the  working  classes.  They  were  all 
aware  that  one  of  the  difficulties  with 
which  they  had  tc^i^ 
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bad  ariMn  from  the  railway  and  other 

Soblio  improTements  in  'London,  which 
ad  cansed  the  removal  of  large  num- 
bers of  dwellingRf  and  had  raised  rents 
to  an  incredible  degree.  Of  late  years 
there  had  been  Tery  great  diffioolty  in  find- 
ing for  them  even  commonly  decent  dvelU 
ings  at  a  moderate  rent,  and  that  diffi- 
culty was  daily  and  yearly  inoreasing.  He 
would,  therefore,  inquire  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Oentlemsn,  whether  the  Ooveni- 
ment  had  taken  into  consideration  the  great 
displaoing  of  the  working  classes  which 
would  be  caused  if  the  present  plan  were 
carried  out  in  tbe  manner  proposed,  and 
whether  they  were  preparing  any  measure 
which  might  in  some  degree  remedy  the 
great  incoQTenienee  which  would  be  pro- 
duced by  it.  The  OoTernment  ought  to 
set  an  example  in  these  matters,  and 
where  they  displaced  so  large  a  number  of 
poor  tenements  they  should  do  something 
to  supply  aeooDimodatioo  for  those  who 
were  thus  ejected. 

Mb.  H.  BAILLIB  was  glad  the  hon. 
Member  for  Perth  had  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  that  suljeet,  and  trusted,  that 
in  Committee,  clauses  would  be  introduced 
for  tbe  purpose  of  constructing  model  lodg- 
ing houses  for  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
who  might  be  displaced  by  the  new  courts. 
It  was  Tcry  discreditable  to  the  foresight 
of  the  House  that  no  prorision  of  that  kind 
had  ever  been  made  in  Railway  Bills.  A. 
very  different  course  was  pursued  by  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  in  Paris.  Wbere- 
erer  great  clearances  were  made  in  that 
city  model  lodging  houses  were  provided, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  for  those  persons 
who  had  been  displaced  in  carrying  out  im- 
proTeraents.  He  should  be  glad  to  see  a 
similar  plan  adopted  in  England. 

Mb.  G.  W.  BENTINGE  said,  he  could 
not  but  think  that  they  were  proceeding 
somewhat  hastily  on  a  sulgeet  of  (his  great 
importance.  The  BUI  had  been  ushered  in 
by  petitions  from  a  number  of  members  of 
the  legal  profession,  on  tbe  score  of  eonre- 
nience.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
utmost  convenieDce  should  be  afforded  for 
carrying  on  the  taw  business  of  the  country ; 
but  before  the  House  assented  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  it  ought  to  have 
some  clear  information  upon  the  financial 

Sirt  of  the  question.  The  hon.  and  learned 
sntleman,  in  introducing  the  measure, 
had  stated  what  the  estimates  were,  and 
the  sources  from  which  the  funds  were  to 
-  be  supplied.    He  understood  the  hon.  and 
leftmea  Gentleman  to  intimate  that  no  de- 


mand would  be  made  on  the  public  purse 
for  the  construction  of  these  buildings. 

The  ATTORNEY  general  said, 
the  outlay  would  be  only  £200,000. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BENTINCK:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  said  the  outlay  from  the 
public  purse  would  only  he  £200,000.  There 
was  no  instance  on  record  that  any  pnblie 
building  was  ever  oonstmoted  for  tbe  sum 
estimated.  There  was  no  case  in  which  it 
did  not  exceed  nearly  one-half,  and  for  Ihe 
correctness  of  that  assertion  he  might  refer 
to  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  But  it  was 
stated  the  other  night  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Evesham  (Sir  Henry  Willoughby),  that 
a  certain  portion  of  the  funds  which  had  been 
mentioned  as  applicable  to  these  buildings 
was  already  mortgaged  for  other  purposes. 
He,  therefore,  hoped  to  have  some  infor- 
mation on  that  subject.  They  all  heard  a 
great  deal  about  retrenchment  and  economy, 
but  they  saw  very  little  in  practice.  They 
were  shortly  about  to  discuss  the  efficiency 
of  our  naval  armaments,  with  respect  to 
guns  and  ships;  and,  therefore,  a  more  in- 
opportune moment  could  not  he  found  than 
the  present  for  asking  for  the  construction 
of  buildings  which  were  not  absohitely  in- 
(Uspenuble,  and  which  would  iuTolve  large 
demands  on  the  public  purse.  Be  trusted 
some  guarantee  would  be  given,  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  that  the  sum  re- 
quired from  the  public  purse  should  not  be 
in  excess  of  that  which  had  been  stated. 

Colonel  SYKES  said,  it  had  recently 
been  bis  misfortune  to  be  summoned  as  a 
witness  at  one  of  the  courts  at  Westminster, 
and  he  fortunately  met  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Tiverton  (Mr.Denman), 
who  directed  him  to  the  Queen's  Bench. 
On  arriving  there  he,  withconsiderablediffi- 
culty,  manibut  pedihuaqtiet  forced  his  way 
in,  and  again  caught  the  eye  of  his  boo.  and 
learned  friend,  who  tohl  him  that  he  was 
in  the  wrong  plaoe,  and  that  he  must  go  to 
a  seoondary  eourt  somewhere  else,  but  the 
locality  of  which  he  could  not  describe.  By 
the  assistance  of  one  of  the  ushers  of  the 
court  he  at  length  found  bis  way,  and  con- 
trived  to  get  op  to  tbe  witness-box.  After 
msny  hours*  detention  he  acquitted  himself 
of  the  duty  which  had  been  imposed  upon 
him,  and  retired  most  heartily  disgusted 
with  Her  Majesty's  courts  of  law.  It  was 
not  much  bigger  than  a  rat-trap,  and  he 
thought  such  rooms  were  a  disgrace  to  the 
country,  and  unworthy  of  the  dignity  of 
the  beneh.  To  call  them  public  courts  of 
justice  was  a  mockery  of  thei^nn,  because 
the  publiooonld  nfl^ldB? 
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milt  he  boped  these  little  dens  would  be 
removed,  uid  that  better  eonrts  would  be 
oonstmoted  on  WRno  other  and  more  eon* 
Teoient  site. 

Ub.  WALPOLE  i  One  Uffoment  in  fa- 
Tonr  of  the  measure  is  undonbtedlj  the 
great  adfantage  which  will  arise  from  the 
pnmer  concentration  of  the  courts  of  law 
and  equi^.  In  addition  to  tiiis,  I  can 
qiuto  Imiere  that,  provided  proper  care  be 
tuen  to  ceeme  oUier  dwellings  for  sueh  of 
the  working  classes  as  are  dislodged,  the 
adoption  of  the  site  proposed  would  con- 
fer great  benefit  on  that  part  of  the  town. 
Admitting  this  to  the  full.  I  still  feel  that 
there  are  strong  objections  to  this  Bill — 
objections  which  at  all  events  ought  to  be 
stated.  It  is  possible  that  these  objections 
maj  be  completelj  answered,  and  in  that 
case  nobodv  is  more  able  to  answer  them 
than  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Attomej  General.  I  know  the  Commis* 
noners  reported  that  the  site  now  selected 
was  the  best  for  the  purpose  of  these  courts. 
Perhaps  I  may  be  in  a  minority,  but  I  own 
diat  Ishould  have  doubted  whether  this 
was  the  best  site.  Your  object  is  the  con- 
eantnUon  of  the  law  ooorta.  Bat,  accor- 
ding to  your  l^esent  plan,  yon  iriU  not 
concentrate  the  eonrts.  The  Courts  of 
Appeal  are  here  at  Westminster,  and  will 
not  be  removed.  The  House  of  Lords  and 
the  Privy  Council,  the  two  great  courts 
which  control  all  the  other  courts,  are 
within  a  stone's  throw  of  this  Hoase.  It 
is  to  them  that  you  must  look  for  the  ulti- 
mate decision  of  the  law ;  and  the  beat 
counsel  will  always  be  taken  from  other 
tribunals  to  argue  before  them.  My  own 
opinion,  therefore,  would  have  been  that  if 
you  improve  the  eonrts  you  have  here,  and 
make  tbem  harmonise  with  the  megnifioent 
building  you  have  here,  adding  thereto  from 
the  Clook  Tower  another  building  reach, 
ing  all  along  the  side  ol  Bridge  Street,  and 
continuing  this  on  the  otiier  side  oi  Palace 
Tard  if  necessary,  yw  would  provide  amply 
for  the  courts  of  law  and  equity.  I  confess 
I  should  have  thought  that  that  was  the 
most  ecooomieid  plan,  and  it  would  have 
completely  concentrated  both  the  courts  of 
first  jarisdietioo  and  those  of  appeal.  That 
is  the  first  point  on  which  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friecd  on^ht  to  satisfy  the  House. 
The  second  point  is,  that  nothiug  would  be 
ao  nneconomical,  and,  therafore,  so  unwise, 
as  to  part  with  good  courts  if  yon  have 
Any  at  present.  Now,  according  to  all  the 
nidenee  taken  b^re  the  Coininissioben 
ud  the  Oommitteo  of  1861,  it  Appears  | 
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that  the  Bcdls  Court,  the  Lords  JusUces', 
and  the  Lord  Chancellor's  Courts,  and  the 
Court  of  the  Vice  Chaocellor  of  England 
are  well  adapted  for  the  purposes  of  justice. 
As  regards  the  courts  of  equity,  therefore, 
there  are  four  good  courts,  the  two  Yice 
Chancellors  alone  require  additioDal  aocoos- 
modatioD.  Asaumiug  yon  are  going  to 
build  on  the  site  selected,  is  it  wise  to 
provide  for  four  eonrts,  and  thereby  iooar 
that  increased  expense,  when  die  old  ones 
are  as  suitable  as  ean  be  deured  ?  Tho 
third  objection  is  one  of  a  graver  kind, 
and  has  reference  to  the  financial  part  of 
the  measure.  Substantially,  you  propose 
to  go  to  the  Suitors  Fund  for  £1,200,000. 
Now,  independently  of  the  question  raised 
as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  estimate,  and 
assuming  that  that  esUmate  will  not  bo  «• 
eeeded,  are  you  really  doing  what  is  just 
and  proper  with  regard  to  that  fend  ? 
That  fund  belongs  to  the  suitors,  and  has 
been  appropriated  from  time  to  time  to 
ttie  moat  legitimate  purpoae  to  which 
it  conid  bo  applied — namely,  to  that  of  re- 
ducing the  fees  paid  by  the  suitors  in 
the  Court  of  Chaneetj,  and  thus  the  admi- 
nistration of  jostiee  has  been  rendered 
much  cheaper  than  it  wonM  otherwise  have 
been.  By  taking  away  this  fund,  yon  will 
diminish  the  power  of  that  court  to  still 
further  reduce  the  fees,  and  the  suitors  will 
not  derive  that  benefit  from  it  to  which 
they  ara  justly  entitled.  Another  point  to 
which  I  beg  to  draw  your  attention  is,  that 
by  a  Return  laid  before  the  House  it  ap- 
pears that  with  the  exception  of  between 
£300  and  £400  the  fund  is  absolutely  ex- 
hausted by  the  fixed  charges.  If  that-  be 
so,  I  pot  it  to  the  House  whether  yon  are 
wilKng  to  incur  the  responsibility,  or  rather 
the  liability,  of  making  good  the  charges 
upon  the  nmd  ont  of  the  revenues  of  the 
country  to  an  amomt  beyond  that  which 
tho  necessity  of  the  ease  reqmrea.  I  admit 
folly  tiiat  you  ought  to  concentrate  the 
courts  where  necessity  compela,  but  I  deny 
that  you  ought  to  part  with  any  of  the 
existiog  eonrts  when  you  ean,  by  retuning 
them,  save  Uie  country  great  expense.  I 
further  |say  that  you  are  not  entitled  to 
take  this  fund  from  the  suitors,  to  whom  it 
rightfully  belongs,  till  the  fees  are  dimi- 
nished to  the  amount  to  whieb,  under  the 
present  regulations,  they  are  entitled.  I 
qnestton  very  much  indeed  the  policy  which 
would  recommend  this  House,  under  the 
plea  of  obtaining  this  £1,200,000  from 
the  Court  of  Chaoeory.  to  bind-the  oomtry  • 
to  inmr  the  risk  of  «^!i«gdji«6lgfiald 
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I  f«el  0Ott6deitt  will  fall  spon  the  Coiiioli« 
d«tod  Fond  if  thia  meware  be  adopted-  J 
hope  tome  MtiiCaolory  explanation  will  be 
gtvan  npon  these  points,  bat  I  really  oon- 
not  at  praaent  pereeire  how  the  diffietdties 
I  have  referred  to  ean  be  overeome, 

Mr.  UALINS  said,  the  right  bon.Mem- 
"hvc  vho  bad  jnat  lat  down  had  remarked  that 
afen  if  the  proposed  scheme  were  adopted 
there  would  lUll  be  two  piineipri  ooorta  of 
jostiee  which  would  be  at  a  distance  from 
the  rest.  Id  answer  to  that  objection,  he 
roust  reply  that  the  Court  of  Privy  Counoil 
only  sat  about  six  weeks  in  the  year,  and 
he  saw  no  reason  why  it  coald  not  be 
Mcommodated  in  the  proposed  new  building. 
The  Privy  Council  Office  had  no  particular 
ehann,  and  no  one  could  feel  anxious  to  sit 
in  the  cockpit  at  Whitehall.  The  Judges 
who  sat  there  were  chiefly  the  Law  Lords, 
and  it  would  be  quite  as  conrenient  for 
them  to  go  to  the  new  oourta.  The  objeo- 
Uon  on  that  bead,  thwefore,  of  his  right 
hfiu.  Friend  (Hr.  Walpole),  fell  to  Ibe 

Kinnd,  With  regard  to  ^e  House  of 
rdi(  he  hoped  to liTfl  to  seethe  day  when 
tbey  would  eousent  to  abandon  their  juris- 
diction of  appeal,  and  when  instead  tiiere 
would  be  a  great  oourt  of  final  appoal 
sitting  the  whole  of  the  year,  where  and 
when  justice  was  usually  administered,  and 
not  at  the  present  inoonTOnient  times  and 
plaoe.  But  supposing  the  present  system 
were  continued,  it  was  well  known  that 
their  lordBbips  seldom  heard  more  than 
one  esse  in  a  day,  and  as  they  were  invari- 
ably cases  of  the  highest  importanoe  tbey 
more  frequently  each  required  soTcral 
days.  If  UT  hon.  Member  would  go  to  the 
Bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  he  would  find 
no  more  than  six  counsel,  and  never  mom 
thu  two  iolieiton,  so  that  the  whole  num- 
ber inemiTflnienoed  woald  only  be  from  six 
to  eight  of  «  v«7  limited  although  eminent 
dass.  The  tight  hon.  Gentleman's  sngges- 
tion,  on  the  other  hand,  of  bringing  the 
courts  down  to  Westminster,  would  oblige 
every  barrister,  solicitor,  and  suitor  to.be 
put  to  the  ineonvenienee  of  running  about 
London  in  cabs,  wasting  time  and  money  in 
a  manner  which  was  discreditable  to  the 
eonotry.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman  totally 
differed  in  his  i^inion  of  a  proper  site  from 
what  was  almost  the  nniversal  opinion  of 
the  profession.  He  had  the  pleasnre  «f 
stating  to  the  House  that  the  Society  of 
Lineoin'fl  Inn*  whi^  waa  supposed  to  be 
adverse  to  the  sebeaie,  wu  now  in  Isvoor 
of  it.  The  question  waa  jesterday  brought 
before  the  Cooneil  of  the  Seeiety  of  Lio- 


coin's  Inn,  at  Fbinh  there  was  a  large  attenr 
dance,  consisting  of  thirty-five  moat  distin* 
guishad  members  of  that  body,  when  » 
motion  to  present  an  adverse  petition  was 
rejected.  He  saw  there  his  right  hon. 
Friend,  although  he  was  not  aware  whether 
or  not  be  voted  for  the  petition.  [Mr. 
Walfolb  ;  I  wai  not  there  at  all.]  The 
assembly  waa  so  unusually  large  that  it 
would  aooonnt  for  his  mistake.  It  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  been  there,  he  would 
have  greatly  modified  the  opinions  with 
which  he  had  juBt  favoured  the  House.  He 
would  have  found  the  almost  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  council  against  him,  and 
Lincoln's  Inn  might  now  be  reckoned,  not 
as  an  opponent,  but  as  a  supporter  of  the 
scheme.  With  regard  to  die  Lord  Chan- 
eellor's  and  senior  Vice  Chancellor's  Courts, 
although  they  were  not  so  bad  ss  the  rest, 
and  were  fit  to  sit  in,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  all  the  courts  of  equity  were  to- 
tally deficient  in  the  appendages  of  a  court. 
If  the  memory  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
University  of  Cambridge  had  not  become 
rusty,  he  must  have  remembered  that  the 
eourls  at  lonoolu's  lun,  beudA  being  most 
iudiffiBrent  in  themselves,  were  totally  de- 
ficient in  appendages,  without  which  it  was 
scarcely  possible  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  a  oourt.  There  was  no  accommodation 
for  the  pnblte ;  there  were  no  places  for  the 
witnesses  or  the  officers  of  the  court  to 
remain  in ;  neither  was  there  a  decent 
retiring  room  for  the  Judgea.  He  was  lorry 
the  hon.  Member  was  not  present  when 
the  Attorney  Oeneral  introduced  the  Bill 
this  day  last  week  ;  as,  if  he  had  bem,  his 
objections  to  the  finaueial  part  of  the  mea- 
sure would  have  been  entirely  removed. 
On  that  oeoasion  the  hon.  and  learned 
Qentleman  went  into  the  detuls  of  the 
qnestitm,  and  made  a  statemoit  which  tho- 
rott^ly  satisfied  the  House  that,  althourii 
the  Suitors*  Fund  might  for  the  moment  be 
subjeot  to  certain  charges,  it  would  un- 
doubtedly be  sufficient  to  reimburse  the 
Treasury  in  the  amount  which  might 
be  advanced  for  the  requirements  of  the 
Bill.  He  felt  persuaded  that  if  the  Go- 
vernment had  come  to  the  House  and  said 
they  wanted  for  the  purpose  contemplated 
the  sum  of  £50,000  a  year,  and  the 
eooutry  was  too  poor  to  give  such  a  sura, 
the  profession  to  which  he  bad  the  honour 
to  belong  would  have  been  willing  that  a 
tax  should  be  pnt  upon  the  suitors  in 
order  to  rrimbnne  the  country  the  money 
it  had  advanoed.  He  waa  smi^that  there 
would  be  ample  fiud^tom^^^V)^^ 
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and  erery  liability.  With  respect  to  the 
lite,  he  considered  that  it  was  the  beat  the 
world  eoald  afford.  It  was  the  centre  of 
the  legal  world,  it  was  the  centre  between 
the  mttreaDtile  world  and  tbe  West  End- 
it  waa  most  eooTanientlj  placed  for  the 
jariea  of  London  and  Middleaei,  being 
equally  oonfenient  for  Uie  merehants  m 
London  and  the  gentleineii  of  t^e  West  End, 
and  it  was  easy  of  aoeess  from  all  parts  of 
the  metropolis.  As  to  tbe  bnildings  which 
would  be  remofed  to  make  way  for  this 
improvement,  be  was  sure  that  every  one 
would  be  sorry  to  see  them  replaced  else- 
where. Tbeir  removal  would  confer  a  great 
benefit  on  t)ie  public,  as  it  was  one  of  the 
worst  neighboorhoods  for  iqnalor  and 
wretchedness  left  in  London.  They  could 
not  be  demolished  too  early.  When  the  new 
courts  were  erected  they  would  have  for  tbe 
first  time  in  the  history  of  this  country 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  administration 
of  justice  carried  on  in  a  suitable  building. 
The  project  did  the  Government  great 
hononr,  and  he  hoped  they  would  carry  it 
anQCMafally.  This  waa  aud  to  be  a  mo- 
ribund Parliament*  and  so  it  waa ;  but  he 
eoold  only  say  that  if  it  carried  this  measure 
It  might  die  with  honour. 

Thb  attorney  general  :  Sir,  I 
think  that  if  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  Cambridge 
(Ur.  Walpole)  had  been  present  when  tlits 
subject  was  discussed  last  Friday  evening, 
he  would  have  found  some  of  tbe  ques- 
tions which  he  has  asked  to-night  an- 
swered by  anticipation.  Nevertheless.  I 
am  very  glad  to  take  the  opportunity  of 
answering  them  again,  and  also  of  reply- 
ing to  other  objections  which  have  been 
raised  either  on  that  or  on  the  present 
occasion.  With  regard  to  the  site,  my 
right  bon.  Friend  is  evidently  eonseions 
that  the  impression  whioh  he  baa  formed 
is  different  from  that  which  is  almost 
nniversally  entertained  by  other  persons 
who  have  given  their  attention  to  the 
subject.  The  reason— independent  of  the 
want  of  space,  which  I  venture  to  think 
is  quite  conclusive  —  against  the  idea  of 
concentrating  the  courts  of  justice  and 
offices  at  Westminster  is  this  —  that  it 
would  be  perpetuating  one  of  the  most 
oonsiderable  evils  which  we  wish  to  re- 
medy by  concentration^!  mean  the  se- 
paration of  the  administration  of  justice 
in  the  Courts  from  those  parts  of  the 
town  where  barristers  have  their  cham- 
bers, in  the  Temple  and  Lioodn's  Ion, 
and  when  aolieitorB  in  general  hare  their 
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offices.  I  am  sure  that  my  right  hon. 
Friend  will  recollect  the  great  ineonve- 
nience  to  which  practitioners  in  equity 
were  subject  when  those  who  had  to  pre- 
pare pleadings  in  their  ehambera  were 
every  Term  draeged  down  to  Westminster, 
and  oblifi^  to  leaTO,  day  after  day,  bori- 
neia  of  the  greatest  importanoe,  in  whidi 
the  interests  of  laige  numben  of  suitors 
were  eoneemed.  That  business  was  de- 
layed and  postponed,  and  a  great  and 
continually  increasing  expense  arose  out 
of  each  delay  and  each  postponement.  If 
I  were  to  estimate  the  money  value  to 
equity  barristers  alone  of  the  change  which 
was  made  when  the  Courts  began  to  sit 
always  at  Lincoln's  Inn,  I  should  not  err 
in  placing  it  at  a  very  targe  annual  sum. 
But  what  was  saved  or  gained  to  the  barris- 
ters is  a  very  slight  approximation  indeed 
to  the  measure  of  what  was  saved  orguned 
to  the  suitors,  who  are  infinitely  more  eon- 
eemed in  the  ultimate  result,  and  who  pay 
for  everything  at  every  stage  of  every  cause. 
Aa  to  the  Privy  Council,  I  entirely  agree 
with  everything  that  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Member  for  Wallingfbrd  haa 
said.  There  ia  no  magie  power  in  Down- 
ing Street.  The  Privy  Council  might  have 
a  Council  Chamber  in  the  new  Palace  of 
Justice;  indeed,  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be 
provided  for  there,  and  all,  therefore,  that 
remains  ts  the  House  of  Lords.  That 
tribunal,  as  my  right  hon.  Friend  has  said, 
decides  oases  of  great  importance;  but 
the  number  of  oases  decided  in  the  House 
of  Lords  during  a  Seasion  is  compara- 
tively small,  and  the  persons  engaged  in 
each  of  them  are  comparatively  few  in 
number.  To  me,  personally,  it  would  be 
very  convenient  to  be  near  tbe  House  of 
Lords,  but  the  number  of  counsel  whose 
interests  are  involved  in  the  matter  ia  net 
large,  and  the  number  of  solicitOTS  is  pro- 
portionately small.  I  think,  therefore,  that 
no  practicd  reason  oan  be  urged  in  favour 
of  retaining  the  site  of  the  oourta  at  West- 
minster. Before  I  entirely  leave  the  ques- 
tion of  site,  I  will  make  a  few  observations 
upon  the  remarks  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Perth  and  some  other  hon. 
Gentlemen  as  to  the  population  which  we 
shall  displace  by  these  buildings.  Of  course, 
that  is  a  matter  not  to  be  left  out  of  sight 
or  forgotten  when  operations  of  this  kind 
are  undertaken.  I  believe  that  my  hon. 
Friend  has,  in  this  instance,  very  greatly 
over-estimated  the  number  of  persons  oon- 
eerned.  I  oannot  tell  what  the  population 
aetoallj  is,  buttheii^UBbeMUaftd^TOt 
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will  be  destroyed  is  about  400  ;  and,  orovd- 
ed  u  the  population  maj  be,  it  is  impossible 
that  it  shonld  approach  to  anything  like  the 
fiffnre  which  the  hon.  Oentleman  supposes. 
That  population,  howerer,  will  haTO  to  be 
proTided,  or  to  proride  itself,  with  lodgings 
elsewhere.  Now,  if  we  were  led  by  expe- 
rience to  doubt  that  the  industrioos  mem- 
bers of  that  population  would  be  able  to  do 
80»  that  would  be  a  Tery  serious  check  on 
all  undertakings  of  this  description.  But 
experience  doea  not  suggest  any  such 
doubt.  We  have  had  rery  large  and  ex- 
tenuva  uttproremente  displacing  popula- 
tions of  tne  same  character  in  Tarioua 
parts  of  the  metropolis,  and  the  public  has 
never  undertaken  to  provide  them  with  new 
habitations.  The  lav  of  supply  and  de- 
mand —  the  laws  of  nature  answer  the 
purpose  better.  The  change  does  not  take 

flace  without  notice,  nor  in  so  great  a 
urry  that  the  persons  displaced  have  not 
time  to  look  for  lodgings  or  habitations 
elsewhere.  If  that  is  so,  and  if  the  results 
of  experience  justify  us  in  relying  upon 
their  being  able  to  find  them,  I  think  we 
flan  all  look  with  satisfiiotioD  at  the  change 
which  is  now  contemplated,  because  it 
would  be  impossible  to  conoetTe  a  con- 
siderable pqnilation  ediected  U^^er  in 
any  part  vt  the  metropolis  under  circum- 
stanees  more  ^sadTantageouSj  either  to 
their  physical  or  to  their  moral  health, 
than  those  of  the  population  which  will  be 
displaced  by  these  buildings.  Everybody 
who  knows  the  district  must  lament  that 
any  part  of  the  industrious  people  of  this 
country  should  be  crammed  together  in 
such  a  space  with  so  many  temptations  to 
immorality  surrounding  them  on  all  sides. 
I  suppose  that  the  process  which  goes  on 
when  improvements  of  this  kind  are  made 
is  this  :-— Those  whose  oocupaUons  require 
that  they  should  live  in  that  particular 
part  of  the  town  find  lodgings  in  some  im- 
mediately w^oining  neighbourhood ;  while 
others,  to  whom  the  locality  of  their  dwel- 
lings is  of  less  importance,  move  further 
oflf,  and  thus  by  degrees  a  greater  number 
get  into  those  more  healwy  regions,  the 
suburbs  uid  remoter  parts  of  the  metropo- 
lis, and  have  the  benefit  of  purer  air,  freer 
space,  and  better  houses.  Therefore,  1 
do  not  think  that  we  have  reason  to  look 
with  alarm  or  dissatisfaction  upon  the  pro- 
bable result  of  this  Bill  in  respect  to  the  dis- 
placement of  the  population  in  the  districts 

Sroposed  to  be  appropriated.    I  now  ad- 
resa  myself  to  the  second  remark  made 
by  my  right  hoo.  Friend,  who  sud  that 


nothing  could  be  so  uneconomical  as 
when  you  had  got  good  courts  or  build- 
ings to  part  with  them  and  spend  money 
in  building  others.  I  doubt  a  little,  upon 
the  question  of  economy,  whether  per- 
petually patching  up  does  not  in  the 
end  coat  more  than  having  a  good  article 
at  once  i  but  I  further  differ  with  my  right 
hon.  Priend  upon  the  question  of  fact.  I 
cannot  agree  with  him  that  any  one  of  the 
courts  which  he  has  named  is  as  good  ai 
it  oi^ht  to  be.  The  hon.  HeuDer  for 
Wallingford  has  justly  sud  that  even  the 
best  of  them  is  entirely  devoid  of  all  those 
accessories  which  are  needed  to  make  a 
good  court.  There  is  no  consultation  room 
for  counsel  connected  with  any  of  the 
courts  mentioned,  except  the  Rolls'  Court. 
The  Bolls'  Court,  I  agree,  is  much  the 
best — BO  much  the  best  that  by  oompari- 
son  it  really  approaches  to  a  good  court ; 
but.  even  there,  there  is  not  the  accom- 
modation which  there  ought  to  be  for  jury 
trials.  And  really,  as  to  the  others,  I 
should  be  ashamed  <A  any  new  Palace  of 
Justice  wbioh  did  not  provide  infinitely 
better  aeeommodation  than  Uier  aflford, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  fiuit  of  the  nation 
being  tenant  at  wiH*  or  on  terma  some- 
thing like  tiiat,  to  a  private  somety — the 
Society  of  Linooln'a  Inn — a  state  of  things 
which  I  cannot  say  I  think  is  one  in  which 
the  administration  of  justice  ought  to  be 
left.  I  think  my  right  hon.  Friend  said, 
that  upon  the  inquiry  of  1860  and  1861 
everybody  was  satisfied  with  these  courts. 
If  he  will  look  again  at  the  language  of  the 
Commissionera  of  1860  and  see  bow  they 
"  damn  with  faint  praise,"  saying  that  in 
these  courts,  as  compared  with  the  others, 
the  Judges  are  accommodated  with  some 
regard  to  decency,  and  some  reasonable 
degree  of  convenience,  I  thmk  he  will  see 
that  they  by  no  means  represent  even  these 
courts  as  being  such  as  the  nation  ought 
to  be  satisfied  with.  I  now  oome  to  the 
queation  of  finance,  and  I  will  first  answer 
the  inquiry  made  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  borough  of  Cambridge  (Hr. 
F.  S.  Powell).  Hy  hon.  Friend  asked  for 
information  as  to  the  grounds  upon  which  we 
had  adopted  the  estimate  of  £750,000,  as 
one  which  may  reasonably  be  relied  on  by 
the  House  as  to  the  cost  of  these  buildings. 
I  will  tell  him,  and  I  think  they  are  as 
good  grounds  as  can  reasonably  be  desired. 
The  estimate  of  Sir  Charles  Barry,  and  the 
estimate  of  Mr.  Abraham,  who,  in  1861, 
prepared  a  detailed  plan  of  the  buildirtga, 
were  both  con^^^^i^^^^ 
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Id  1861.  tho  Lords  of  tli«  TreuDiy  thoagbt 
it  Urair  Jut;  to  laj  «  Utniite  ufom  the  table 
of  tlue  Houte,  otating  that,  vithoat  having 

Sone  iDto  the  natter,  th^  were  led  to 
istrost  the  eBtimates  of  the  probable  coat 
ttf  tfaeee  boildiDgs  wbieh  had  up  to  that 
liiDe  been  preiMtad.  Th^  atatad  from 
•oi^eetare  tiiat  tbwe  might  nry  likely 
be  ui  eioeaa  of  the  estimate  by  aa  mQoh 
u  £500,000.  That  waa  an  alarming 
— «alonlation,  I  eannot  eall  it,  for  there 
was  ne  oaleulation  —  but  an  alarming 
eonjeetare,  whioh  appeared  only  as  a 
oenjeetnre  at  that  time.  Bat  that  hav- 
ing been  done,  the  Treasury,  before 
^ey  saw  fit  to  sanction  the  prefleut  pro- 
posal, desired  the  officers  of  we  Board  of 
Worirs  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  ena- 
ble them  to  form  their  own  opinion  upon 
the  aubieet.  Accordingly,  Uie  site  was 
valsed,  honse  by  house,  this  year,  by  Mr. 
Fennethome,  of  the  Board  of  Works,  at  a 
total  anm  little  eioeeding  £700,000;  and 
last  year  Mr.  Hunt,  the  lurveyor  and 
adviser  on  snah  matters  of  the  same  Bmrd, 
went  earefnlly  into  the  matter,  and  the  re- 
mit was  that  he  was  than  aatiafted  that  the 
estimate  of  £700.000  for  the  east  of  the 
baiMing  was  one  that  m%ht  be  relied  on. 
Therefore,  every  possible  earn  has  been 
taken  to  form  a  satisfactory  opinion  upon 
that  subject.  Of  coarse,  every  one  is  aware 
that  when  yon  begin  to  build  you  may,  if 
jon  choose,  exceed  any  eetimate  whioh  can, 
onder  any  oircumstances,  be  made ;  but  I  be- 
lieve that  the  Treasory  are  fully  determined, 
as  far  aa  in  them  lies,  to  watch  narrowly 
wver  the  execution  of  theae  works,  and 
to  lake  all  proper  measaree  to  check  the 
expense,  and  to  prevent  any  extravagant 
expenditure  upon  mere  ornament  or  deoo- 
Tation,  as  distiagnished  from  actually 
oaeful  work,  without  which  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  there  will  be  no  danger 
of  the  eatimala  being  exeeoded.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  qaestion  ti  the  funds 
which  it  is  proposed  to  use  far  this  pnrpoee 
in  repayment  of  the  public  advanoes.  My 
tight  non.  Friend  has  not  thoroaghly 
nnderstood  the  proposal  which  b  made 
by  the  Government.  I  think  that  he  has 
hardly  studied  the  Bill  which  has  been  laid 
upon  the  table,  for  he  imagines  that  we 
propose  to  provide  these  funds  in  a  way 
diffareot  firom  that  which  is  really  sug- 
gested by  die  measure.  The  '*snitera* 
fund"  is  not  an  expression  which  it  is 
convenient  to  use,  unless  we  desire  that 
misnnderstandiag  sbeuld  aiiae.  The  fnads, 
whioh  done  it  ii  proposed  to  use,  aia  **  the 
3%$  AtfMmtjf  Gmim^ 


snrplns  interaat"  and  *'iba  awplot  flie" 
funds,  "  Sarplns  interest"  is  net  quite 
a  correct  exiHVBsioB,  because  the  fnnd 
arises  from  surplus  dividends  ca  etodi:, 
and  tlfeir  aecumolation.  These  stu-plus 
dividwids  and  snrplua  fees  are  the  result 
of  the  management  of  tbe  funds  in  the 
Oeort  of  Chancery  by  the  State,  undw 
Aots  of  Parliament.  They  represent  tin 
aggregate  profit  of  the  past  asuiagement 
of  the  oonrti  the  other  funds  wbieh  remun 
being  so  eomnletely  adequate  to  uuwer 
all  the  demands  of  the  suitors  that,  down 
to  this  day,  no  sale  oi  any  part  of  tiiem 
has  ever  been  required  to  meet  orders  for 
payment  of  money  out  of  court.  It  has 
never  been  necessary  for  the  purpose  oi 
paying  what  was  due  to  any  suitor  to 
touch  any  portion  of  that  fond  in  whioh  the 
suitor's  cash  has  actually  l>een  invested. 
In  point  of  fact,  ever  since  that  fund 
was  called  into  existence  in  the  middle  of 
lost  century,  only  seven  times  has  it  been 
necessary  for  any  purpose  to  sell  any  por- 
tion of  it,  and  then  not  to  meet  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  cash  standing  at  tbe  hank 
to  pay  what  waa  due  to  the  suitors,  bat 
merdy  to  Iwep  tin  bank  in  sueh  an 
amount  of  oash  aa  waa  thought  pr^ar 
for  their  reaaonahlo  remnneradon.  So 
far,  therefore,  as  tbe  guarantee  of  the 
suitors'  funds  by  the  State  is  concerned  I 
think  it  may  be  treated  as  merely  no- 
minal. Then  eomes  the  question  of  the 
charges  upon  the  income  of  these  funds 
which  I  say  represent  savings  arising  from 
tbe  management  of  the  funds  of  sottora 
by  the  court.  These  funds  in  Uie  aggre- 
gate amount  to  £1,500,000,  and  we  pro- 
pose to  take  from  them  only  £1,000.000 
stock— which  will  produce  £900,000— 
leaving  £500,000  stock.  That  sura  of 
£500,000  will  provide,  without  having 
raeoorae  to  the  publio  purse,  for  all  the 
existing  annnal  ebarges  or  compensatiaH 
on  the  fnnd  which  wo  withdraw.  These 
annual  ehafgea  to  tbe  amonat  of  £50.000, 
exceeding  therefore  the  whole  inoome 
of  tbe  £1.500,000,  consist  of  compensa- 
tions or  terminable  annuities,  which  faXi 
in  at  the  rate  of  £3,500  per  annum, 
and  which,  according  to  past  experience, 
may  be  assumed  to  expire  to  on  extent 
sufficient,  at  all  events,  to  equalise  tbe 
income  and  the  expenditure,  in  about 
eighteen  years  from  the  present  time 
if  not  redeemed.  By  Uie  Bill  we  pn^Moe 
to  give  the  Lord  Obuiorilor  power  to 
redeem  and  bny  vp  any  cf^tlmo  eMO- 
pensatioBa  wbieh  Hgfci^em^tii^t^teo 
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to  have  MmmntMl  into  b  eapital  aum ;  but, 
•Hfpeaing  that  tiiat  fower  iliould  not 
be  oalled  iote  action,  and  Mi{)po8iDg  all 
tbe  eharges,  ap  to  £45.000  per  annsn, 
the  total  iDcome  of  tbe  £1,500.000 
•lock*  to  eeotiniie  annual  oharget,  thej 
wUl  Mtorallj  eome  to  an  end,  aeoord- 
iag  to  oaloulatioBS  founded  on  ezperi- 
•noe,  in  eighteen  years.  Out  of  the 
£500.000  which  w«  do  not  ow  for  the 
direat  purposes  of  tbe  building.  w«  shall 
pvf  annuallj  the  anoont  of  ehargea  vhieh 
mnild  otherwiM  faaTo  b6«n  met  by  the 
inoome  of  the  £1.000,000  we  withdraw, 
whioh  would  produoe  in  the  Three  per 
Gents  £30,000  a  year.  There  is  a  defi- 
oieney  then,  at  the  ontset.  of  £30,000  a 
year,  to  meet  some  of  tbe  annual  oharges 
on  the  fund,  which  will  increase  in  each 
year,  until  balanced  by  the  falling  in 
of  eooipensations.  by  the  withdrawal  of 
part  of  the  remMning  principal  fund  ;  and 
we  take  the  deficiency  from  year  to  year 
«at  of  the  £500,000  we  reserve.  Ao- 
«ording  to  a  oaloalation  of  Mr.  Finlaison, 
£380,000  will  probably  provide  for  all 
theae  .terminable  annaitieB,  but  we  take 
the  nun  for  safisiy  at  £500.000*  aad  we 
ham  not  only  got  stock  to  the  amount  of 
£500.000,  bat  alio  a  farther  lam  of 
£100.000  oasb,  being  the  aeonmnlated  Bor- 
ons of  fees  which  remains  uniarested.  The 
Treasury,  therefore,  are  perfectly  satisfied 
that  tbe  half  million  of  stock,  and  the  accu- 
mulated surplus  cash  of  the  Suitors'  Fee 
Fund,  supply  a  reserre  amply  sufficient  to 
neet  the  whole  of  these  compensations  as 
^•y  fall  in.  If  it  should  turn  out  that  no  part 
of  these  terminable  compensations  should 
be  redeemed  or  bought  up  by  the  State,  but 
that  tbe  whole  shoald  annually  be  paid  out 
of  the  £500.000,  till  they  are  reduced  to 
£5,000  a  year,  the  result  will  be  that  at  the 
and  of  eighteen  years  about  £150,000 
■toek  will  remain  out  of  the  £500.000 
stock,  as  a  clear  sarplua  available  for  the 
redaetion  of  aoitora  fees.  Under  tiiese 
•irenmstaBces,  there  oan  be  no  doubt  that 
the  State  takes  on  itself  no  charge  except 
£200,000,  for  which  there  is  an  equivalent 
in  the  sites  whieh  will  remain,  and  in  the 
saving  of  rents  now  paid  by  the  Government 
for  other  offices  and  buildings.  My  right 
bon.  Friend  appears  to  think  that  the  fund 
now  proposed  to  he  taken  as  a  building 
fund  is  in  some  sense  «  fund  belonging  to 
the  suitors,  and  that  ita  only  legitimate 
appropriatioa  would  be  to  reduce  the  fees 
of  saitora.  I  hoped  what  I  Mud 
on  ft  brmar  oeeaiion,  wonUl  hare  been 


satisfaetory  en  that  subject.  The  phrase 
"  belonging  to  the  suitors,"  when  so  used, 
has  no  meaning  to  my  mind.  If  it  means 
belonging  to  a  particular  anitor,  or  to 
particular  aoitors,  then  I  oould  under' 
stand  it.  for  it  would  involve  spoliation ; 
but  it  is  clear  that  there  is  not  a  human 
being  in  existence,  uid  never  was  a  human 
being  in  exiatenoe,  who  could  pretend  to 
have  any  l^al  or  moral  right  to  one  shillug 
of  this  money.  Therefore  the  qaestion  is, 
whether  money  whieh  belongs  to  no  one 
does  not  belong  to  the  State.  If  so,  has 
the  State  made  any  appropriation  of  it 
which  it  cannot  revoke  ?  On  former  oc- 
casions the  State  has  made  af^opriations 
of  it  towards  building  oourts  of  justice, 
paying  saluies,  and  keeping  up  tbe  estab- 
lishment of  the  oourts ;  and  we  now  pro- 
pose to  apply  the  money  to  a  use  exactly 
similar  in  principle,  but  in  my  opinion 
more  important.  With  respect  to  the 
particular  question,  whether  it  would  be 
better  for  the  suitors  to  have  the  fees 
now  paid  in  Chancery  reduced  out  of 
this  fund,  or  to  see  vexatious  delays  and 
expenses  in  the  administration  of  justice 
got  rid  of.  I  may  obserre  that  the  fees 
only  amount  to  8  per  cent  of  the  eost 
of  litigation,  while  the  utmost  extent  to 
which  the  whole  income  of  this  fund  would 
rednce  them  is  less  than  half  that  amount ; 
and  all  solicitors  throughout  the  country 
agree  that  the  snitors  will  gain  a  far 
greater  amount  in  mere  money,  by  the 
benefits  whieh  will  arise  from  the  concen- 
tration of  the  courts.  My  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Cambridge 
University,  the  other  evening  said  that  the 
Report  made  last  year  by  the  Commission 
appointed  to  inquire  into  tbe  Chancery 
Funds  was  at  variance  with  this  scheme  ; 
but,  upon  that  point,  I  must  correct  my 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend,  and  to  state 
that  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Sogers,  and  Ur.  Oook- 
son,  who  signed  that  Beport,  are  among 
the  most  active  and  earnest  promoters  of 
this  measure  for  tbe  concentration  of  tbe 
courts  of  law  and  equity.  They  thought 
that  their  proposition  of  allowing  2  per 
cent  interest  to  the  suitors  on  their  cash 
balances  would,  by  causing  a  great  iocrease 
in  tbe  amount  of  cash  left  in  court  unin- 
vested, augment  instead  of  diminishing 
tbe  income  of  the  court  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  the  annuities  and  eompeosa- 
tions.  I  ask  tbe  House  not  to  allow  them- 
selves to  be  led  astray  by  any  extraneous 
argument,  hut  to  give  a  fair  and  candid 
oonaidemUoB  to         '~  t-'"^^ 
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eoafident  will  not  inToWe  any  charge  upon 
the  State  beyond  that  which  has  been 
avowed. 

Sib  FRANCIS  GOLDSMID  said,  that 
though  the  Attorney  General  believed 
that  the  effect  of  the  Govemment  soheme 
would  be  to  enable  the  poor  who  now  oeco- 
pied  tenements  on  the  proposed  aite  to  find 
better  houses  elsewhere,  the  House  might 
judge  of  its  iprobable  result  from  what  had 
taken  place  in  the  east  of  London,  where 
die  introdneUon  of  nilwaya  had  led  to  the 
removal  of  many  hooseB.  He  was  inftn-med 
by  those  who  were  acqnaanted  with  the 
subject,  that  wretched  and  crowded  as  were 
the  dwellings  which  were  swept  away  for 
the  improvements  effected  at  the  east  end 
of  London,  their  occupants  had  been  driven 
iDto  other  dwellings  still  more  wretched 
and  more  crowded.  Therefore,  he  thought 
the  House  should  not  adopt  this  change 
without  providing  a  remedy  for  thoae  who 
might  be  injuriously  affected  by  it. 

Motion  agreed  U>. 

Bill  read  2*i  and  wmnutted  for  Thunday 
next. 


COURT  OF  CHANCERY  (IRELAND) 
(No.  3)  BILL— [Bill  2S.] 

HB.WHITBSIPB  said,  that  in  moving 
for  leave  to  iotrodnoe  a  Bill  relating  to 
the  constitution,  praetioe,  and  procedure 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  Ireland,  he 
begged  leave  to  refer  to  the  fact  that  a 
Bill  on  the  same  subject  had  been  brought 
in  a  few  nights  before  by  the  Attorney 
General.  Not  satisfied  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  business  of  England,  that  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  kindly  under- 
takan  to  transact  the  business  of  Ireland 
likewise.  The  Bill  brought  in  the  other 
evening  was  nearly  a  transcript  of  the 
measure  introduced  last  Session  by  the 
then  Attorney  Oenaral  for  Ireland,  but 
which  was  not  acceptable  to  the  House — 
and,  in  fact,  utterly  failed.  Notwith- 
standing  this,  the  hon.  and  learned  At- 
torney General  had  brought  in  the  Bill 
without  altering  it  materially,  and  seemed 
determined  to  carry  it  through.  Having 
himself  opposed  that  Bill,  he  had  felt 
that  it  was  incumbent  upon  him  not  to 
content  himself  with  the  easy  task  of  ob- 
jecting to  the  propoaate  of  others,  but  to 
eiamine  the  whole  subject,  and  to  prepare 
a  Bill  which  he  believed  would  he  Accept- 
able, and  he  had  adopted  whatever  he 
might  find  to  be  osefm  either  in  the  r»> 
The  Atternejf  Cfenerai  ' 


commendaUons  of  the  Commisaioners  or  in 
the  measure  of  which  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral had  somewhat  inconsiderately  taken 
charge.  His  first  objection  to  the  scheme 
before  the  House  waa,  that  in  a  Bill  of  194 
clauses  he  had  jumbled  together  two 
things  which  ought  to  have  been  kept  die* 
tinct — namely,  the  provisions  relating;  to 
patronage  and  financial  eonuderatunSt 
which  might  ^ve  rise  to  much  difference 
of  opinion,  and  the  provisions  relatinff  to 
practice  and  procedure,  aboot  which  »ere 
ought  to  be  no  dispute,  as  far  at  least  as 
Uie  desirability  of  having  a  tribunal  at 
once  cheap,  speedy,  economical,  and  satis- 
factory in  its  working  was  concerned.  For 
this  he  did  not  blame  the  English  Attor- 
ney General,  who,  he  believed,  had  not 
bestowed  a  thought  on  the  subject;  but 
those  who  had  framed  the  Bill  had  design- 
edly abandoned  the  precedent  of  the  Eng- 
lish Chancery  Reform,  where  the  clauses 
dealing  with  the  Master's  offices  and  re* 
constituting  the  court  were  thrown  into 
one  Bill,  while  the  clauses  affecting  prae- 
tioe and  proeednre  were  eomprised  in  « 
separate  measure.  That  was  the  eleer 
end  natural  division  of  the  subject,  and  it 
ought  to  hare  been  followed  in  the  present 
case.  He  proposed  to  follow  it  himself;  and 
acoordiojgly  the  first  part  of  the  Bill  whieh 
he  askea  leave  to  bring  in  sought  to  amend 
the  constitution  of  the  Irish  Court  of 
Chancery  and  to  reduce  the  number  of 
Jndgea  in  the  Irish  Landed  Estates  Court; 
and  the  other  part  dealt  with  practice  and 
procedure.  The  object  of  the  first  part  of 
the  Bill  introduced  by  the  Govemment  was 
to  pay  off  for  the  rest  of  their  lives  four 
existing  officers,  who  were  praotioally 
Vice  Chancellors,  and  then  appoint  in 
their  stead  one  new  Vice  Chancellor,  to 
be  speedily  followed  by  a  second,  with 
a  new  set  of  Chief  Clerks  and  other 
officials.  That,  he  thought,  was  a  highly 
inetmvenient  course,  and  contrary  to  any- 
thhig  like  economy  or  the  real  ohjeots 
of  the  Commission.  The  Commission 
was  appointed  with  a  view  to  an  im- 
provement of  Uie  administration  of  the 
law,  and  they  reported  that  there  should 
be  one  Vice  Chancellor  to  transact  the 
whole  business  of  Ireland,  which  waa  now 
transacted  by  four  Masters  in  Chancery. 
But  the  Bill  of  the  Government  was  founded 
on  a  fallacy,  because  it  waa  represented 
that  the  same  abuses  existed  in  the  Mas- 
ters* offices  in  Ireland  as  had  prevailed  in 
the  Ifastera'  offices  in  En^nd,  whereas 
that  wai  not  the  Jf^ld^yDotlg)!^'' 


309      Coiuri  of  Ckmuorjf       (Fbbxuaxt  16,  1865)   {Inland)  (iVo.  2)  StU,  810 


John  Romilly  carried  through  Parliament 
an  Act  giTiDg  original  juriadictietion  in 
man;  cases  to  the  Irish  Masters  in  Chan- 
cery. Therefore,  the  Bill  of  the  Gorern- 
mont  was  not  intended  to  deal  with  the 
old  Uasters  and  with  the  abases  of  their 
offices,  bat  to  strip  these  four  gentlemen 
of  all  judicial  functions,  pension  them  off, 
and  then  appoint  a  new  Vice  Chancellor. 
Since,  therefore,  they  were  determined  to 
hare  the  title  of  Vice  Chancellor — though 
no  suitor  in  Ireland  oared  a  straw  about 
the  title  of  the  Judge,  and  only  wanted  to 
get  ODt  hia  court  as  quokly  as  posuble 
— he  said,  let  it  be  so.  He  had,  therefore, 
adopted  a  number  of  danses  from  tiie  Eng- 
lish Bill,  for  the  purpose  of  abolishing  all 
those  Ministerial  duties  which  now  belonged 
to  the  tfasters  in  Chanoenr,  and  appoint- 
ing a  Yice  Chanoellor.  ~  Then,  with  the 
four  Masters  and  the  three  Judges  of  the 
Landed  Estates  Court,  he  said  it  was  not 
just  to  the  public  to  add  to  the  number ; 
and,  therefore,  he  proposed  that  the  office 
of  Vice  Chancellor  should  be  offered  in 
Bucoesaion  to  the  Judges  of  the  Landed 
Estates  Court,  and  if  any  one  of  them  ac- 
cepted the  post,  then  that  that  court  should 
consist  of  two  Judges,  and  not  three.  The 
Bill  constructing  the  Landed  Estates  Court 
was  introduced  by  Lord  Derby's  Gorem- 
menl,  who  felt  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  find  work  in  it  for  three  Judges,  and 
proposed  that  it  should  be  eomposed  of 
two.  Howerer,  it  was  then  inusted  upon, 
he  thought,  by  Lord  John  Russell,  that 
there  should  be  three,  and  as  the  Whigs 
were  determined  on  the  point,  the  larger 
number  bad  to  be  inserted  in  Committee. 
There  had  naturally  been  a  great  falling 
off  in  the  business  of  that  tribunal.  The 
sales  which  took  place  under  it  in  the 
four  years  from  1851  to  1854  involTed 
£11,500,000  worth  of  property;  whereas, 
in  the  last  four  years  the  value  of  the  sales 
was  je5,610,000.  The  sittings  of  the 
Judges  were  now  greatly  reduced  —  last 
week  the  Judges  of  the  Court  sat  only 
two  days,  and  on  those  days  they  rose  at 
one  o'clock — and  it  eould  hardly  be  con- 
tended that  it  was  necessary  to  retain  three 
Jodges  in  that  Court.  The  actual  sales, 
as  he  had  shown,  had  diminished  by  one- 
half,  and  the  litigated  business  had  dimi- 
nished by  three-fourths,  If,  under  those 
eircum  stances,  the  Gorernment  were  of 
opinion  that  the  time  had  arrived  to  econo- 
mise, bis  Bill  would  he  found  to  be  of  uie 
to  them  in  carrying  out  that  object.  He 
■greed  with  the  Master  of  the  BoUs  that, 


unless  they  watched  the  system  of  Chief 
Clerks  closely,  they  would  have  the  Tices  of 
the  old  system  rerived.  He  had  omitted  in 
it  all  reference  to  the  office  of  Chief  Clerk, 
and  had  provided  that  the  Examiner  of  the 
Landed  Estates  Court  should  be  the  officer 
of  the  Judge.  He  had  created  no  new  place, 
and  he  could  assure  the  House  that  the  gen- 
tleman to  whom  be  alluded  would  he  better 
qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  which 
would  devolve  upon  him  than  any  Chief 
Clerk  was  likely  to  be.  If  they  took  Uie 
Judge  and  his  staff  they  would  save  the 
Treasury  £5,000  a  year.  HaTins  said  thns 
much  with  regard  to  the  first  Btu  which  he 
proposed  to  introduce,  he  should  next  ad- 
vert briefly  to  the  second  part  of  this  mea- 
sure, which  was  for  the  amendment  of  the 
practice  and  course  of  procedure  in  the 
High  Court  of  Chancery,  There  were  some 
things  in  which  he  agreed  with,  and  some 
in  which  he  differed  from  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General.  The  first  point 
in  which  he  differed  was  the  verification  of 
a  bill  or  petition  by  oath,  in  favour  of  which 
provision  the  evidence  was  very  strong, 
and  with  respect  to  which,  in  a  pamphlet 
entitled  Law  Meform,  written  by  the  pre- 
sent Master  of  the  Bolls — and  which  he 
should  recommend  to  the  consideration  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney 
General— that  distinguished  Judge  said,*'I 
never  could  nuderstand  on  what  ground 
you  make  the  defendant  answer  on  oath, 
while  you  do  not  pledge  the  plaintiff  to  the 
truth  of  his  bill.'  The  importance  of  such 
a  course  of  proceeding  in  a  poor  country 
was  that  it  put  a  stop  to  what  were  called 
"fishing  hills."  It  obtained,  he  might 
add,  in  New  York,  where  the  books  of  law 
were  as  good  as  those  which  were  written 
In  this  country,  and  he  therefore  saw  no 
good  reason  why  the  plaintiff  should  not 
be  called  upon  to  pledge  his  oath  to  the 
truth  of  his  story.  But  that  was  not  all. 
It  was  the  key-stone  of  their  system,  that 
all  statements  not  controverted  were  taken 
as  proved.  He  would,  in  the  next  place, 
ask  on  what  principle  it  was  sought  to  re- 
introduce interrogatories.  In  England  in 
1863  interrogatories  were  filed  in  1,556 
eases,  while  in  Ireland  during  tho  same 
time  they  were  filed  only  in  two.  The 
Master  of  the  Rolls  was  directly  opposed 
to  them,  and  he  could  not  understand  why 
they  should  be  restored  in  defiance  of  the 
opinions  of  the  heads  of  the  courts  in 
Ireland.  He  trusted  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  would  not  press  that  upon  them. 
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not  to  preM  demurren  apoo  IrelAnd,  which 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  pronounoed  to 
hsre  three  ebjeotioaable  propertiei : — firtt, 
they  delayed  the  enit  ;  aeooodly,  they 
wearied  out  the  plaintiff  by  unneoeasary 
expense  ;  and  thirdly,  they  took  the  money 
from  the  pooket  of  the  plaintiff,  and  pat 
it  into  the  pooket  of  the  solicitor  of  the 
defendant.  While  they  had  heen  employed 
in  England  in  sixty^nine  eases  they  were 
bad  recourse  to  in  Ireland,  dnring  the 
same  period,  not  in  a  »Dgle  inatanoe, 
and  were  not,  therefore,  requured  in  that 
eountrj.  The  next  pcnni  he  had  to  men- 
tion was  the  examination  of  witnesses 
on  paper  before  the  Examiner.  There 
were  two  Examiners  in  Ireland  appointed 
by  the  Mastor  of  the  Rolls,  of  whom  one 
died  some  time  ago,  and  he  never  would 
appoint  an  Examiner  in  hia  place.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  it  was  prodactive  of  the 
greatest  abuse  to  send  a  man  to  be  ex- 
amined before  a  person  who  possessed  little 
or  no  authority,  and  who  wrote  down  all 
the  rubbish  which  might  fall  from  the  lips 
of  awitaesB,  instead  of  allowing  him  to 
say  what  he  had  to  say  vivd  voce  in  court, 
The  Bill,  eonusting  of  two  parts,  he  slioutd 
now  tender  to  the  Attorney  General,  who 
he  doubted  not  wonld  acquaint  himself  with 
ite  oontonts  and  give  him  the  benefit  of  his 
opinion.  Harlng  resisted  the  measure 
iriiieh  was  propOBod  laat  Session,  he  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  look  into  the  matter 
during  the  Taoation,  and  to  prepare  some- 
thing deserring  eonsideration  at  the  hands 
of  the  Hoose. 

Moved,  That  leaf  e  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  alter  the  Constitution  and  amend 
the  Practice  and  Oonrse  of  Proceeding  in 
the  High  Court  of  Chancery  in  Ireland. — 
(Jfr.  vHiitMide.) 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  said, 
he  did  not  intend  to  offer  any  oppo> 
eition  to  the  Motion,  but  merely  wished 
to  guard  himself  against  the  supposition 
that  he  favoured  the  proposal.  Much  of 
what  bad  been  aaid  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  really  had  reference  to  points 
of  detail,  and  he  failed  to  eollect  fVom  his 
statement  why  he  had  tiiought  it  necessary 
to  divide  the  measure  into  two  ports.  The 
first  sought  to  introduce  a  principle  which 
was  eertainty  ratber  unusual,  and  he 
doubted  whether  it  would  be  for  the  public 
advantage  to  set  the  example  of  naming 
in  Aeto  of  Parliament  the  persons  who 
were  to  be  appointed  to  partienUv  posts 
i^ot  to  be  created,  inateu  of  toftTug  the 
Mr.  WhU4$id« 


appointments  to  the  Grown,  aoting  nsder 
the  guidanoe  of  its  responsible  advisers. 
He  did  not  tliink  it  advisable  tiiat  tbesa 
appointments  should  be  made  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  because  nothing  eould  ho 
more  invidious  than  to  invito  personal  dis- 
cussions as  to  the  fitness  of  individrnds  for 
particular  offices,  espedally  if  they  already 
filled  eminent  positions  from  which  it  was 
proposed  to  remove  them  to  the  oflieeo 
about  to  be  ereated.  At  the  present  stage, 
however,  it  wu  not  neeessary  to  enter  into 
this  matter  fblly.  He  aooepted  with  very 
great  satisfaction  the  evidenee  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  now  given  of  his 
disposition  to  approach  the  consideration  of 
the  subject  in  a  spirit  of  fairness,  and  be 
hoped  he  might  even  look  for  assiBteDoe  at 
his  hands  in  endeavouring  to  work  out  re< 
forms  in  the  Irish  Court  of  Chancery,  which 
all  parties  agreed  were  to  some  extent  ne- 
cessary. He  believed  this  end  could  best  be 
attMued  by  removing  everything  that  might 
be  objeotionable  from  the  Bill  of  ihe  Govern- 
ment rather  than  by  providing  a  separate 
measure.  Bat,  as  be  had  said  already,  he  re- 
served to  himself  the  right  of  eonudering  or 
dealing  with  tho  measure  at  a  future  stage. 

Bill  to  alter  the  Constitution  and  amend 
the  Practice  and  Course  of  Proceeding  in 
the  High  Court  of  Chanceir  in  Ireland, 
ordered  to  be  brought  m  by  Mr.  Whiieside 
and  Mr.  Gbobqb. 

Bill  prettHUd,  and  read  1>  [Bill  25.] 

BRITISH  KAFFRARIA  ANNEXATION 
BILL-[BiLL  37.] 
UtATB.    mST  READIKa. 

Mb.  CARDWELL  :  I  rise,  Sir,  to  ask 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  annex  to  the 
colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  a  small 
British  territory,  which,  though  teehnically 
and  legally  a  colony,  is  praotioally  and  in 
fact  a  portion  of  the  Cape  Colony.  The 
papers  which  have  been  laid  on  the  table 
will  show  to  those  who  have  taken  the 
paJns  to  read  them  the  reasons  which  in- 
duce mo  to  make  this  proposal  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  and  the  reasons 
which  have  rendered  it  necessary  to  deal 
with  the  question  now,  and  they  will  relieve 
me  from  the  necessity  of  troubling  the 
Houie  with  any  long  sUtement  on  the 
sobiect.  Previously  to  1847.  the  Great 
Fish  River  was  the  north-eastwn  frontier 
of  the  Cape  Colony;  bat  when  Sir  Harry 
Smith  was  Governor  ot  the  Cape,  and 
than  wen  inn^^sm^Sgi^  «> 
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that  frontier,  hs  thought  it  expedient  for 
the  safety  of  the  cdony  to  a&nez  that  por- 
tion of  the  ooontry  whieh  lies  betweeo  the 
Oreat  Fiih  Rirer  and  the  EeiBkamma,  and 
a  Proolamatiim  to  that  effisot  was  aeoord- 
ingly  issued.  In  the  year  1848  he  also 
aooexed  to  the  colony  the  port  of  East 
London,  which  is  the  port  as  well  as  the 
Boaroe  of  the  Customs*  revenue  for  British 
Kaffraria.  The  rest,  up  to  the  River  Eei, 
remained  a  military  outpost  of  the  colony, 
and  the  revenues  went  into  the  treasury  of 
the  Cape  Colony,  and  the  expenses  were 
defrayed  partly,  if  not  entirely,  from  the 
revenues  of  the  Cape.  Therefore,  from 
that  time,  that  part  of  British  Eafiraria 
remained  entirely  and  solely  a  dependency 
of  the  eoleuy.  At  the  close  of  Sir  Oeorge 
Catheart's  war,  in  1852,  the  Kei  stUl  re- 
mained the  north-eastero  boundary  of  the 
colony;  but  in  1858  there  had  been  dis- 
turbanoee  with  Kreli,  the  paiamonnt  Chief 
of  the  Kaffirs,  who  waa  driven  beyond  the 
frontier  rirer  and  across  the  Bashee,  so 
that  the  territory  between  the  Kei  and  the 
Bashee  rivers  remained  unoccupied  terri- 
tory under  British  dominion.  In  1860 
letters  patent  were  issued  constituting  the 
territory  between  the  Keiskamma  and  the 
Eei  a  separate  British  Crown  colony,  of  a 
oharaoter  so  peculiar  that  it  had  no  Legis- 
lature—the Qovemor  combined  in  his  own 
person  all  the  exeoutire  and  all  the  legisla- 
tive power.  At  that  time  it  was  Intended  to 
annex  to  this  colony — that  is  to  say — to 
British  Eaffi*aria  the  district  between  the 
Kei  and  the  Bashee.  Bat  the  Uotise  will  re- 
member that  in  die  autumn  of  hut  year  there 
was  a  sadden  alarm  that  Krell  was  assem- 
bling his  forces,  and  was  lik^y  to  cross  the 
Basbea  into  British  territory,  and  therefore 
that  we  might  not  improbably  he  engaged 
in  another  of  those  troublesome,  inconve- 
nient, and  costly  events  which  formerly 
were  familiar  to  ua  under  the  name  of 
Kaffir  wars.  Happily  for  the  colony,  that 
alarm  was  unfounded,  but  it  rendered  it  the 
duty  of  the  Government  carefully  to  con- 
sider what  was  the  value  to  Great  Britain 
ef  this  territory  brtween  the  Kei  and  the 
Bashee ;  whether  it  constituted,  in  fact,  a 
soiree  of  rapport  or  a  sonree  of  danger, 
and  wh«kher  there  was  any  pmnt  of  British 
peUcy  or  of  British  interest  rendering  it 
worth  while  to  annex  this  fronUn  territory 
to  the  possessions  of  the  Crown.  Those 
1^  have  read  those  papers  must  lisel  that 
tho  first  snggQstiou  made  to  us  emanated 
from  a  porsm  enUtled  to  great  respect-— 
Hm  ohia  of  tho  poKce— 4nd  tida  wm  that 
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Kreli  shonld  be  drivm  baek  beyond  a  fur- 
ther rivffl,  the  TTmtata ;  and  so  we  might 
have  gone  on  from  point  to  point  until  the 
whole  of  tho  territory  in  question  was  ab- 
sorbed within  the  British  dominions.  The 
Governor,  SirPhilipE.  Wodehouse.and  the 
Commander  of  the  Forces  justly  disap- 
proved  this  proposal,  and  determined  that 
it  was  not  desirable  to  extend  the  frontier, 
as  proposed  by  the  chief  of  the  police— 
and  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  said 
that  the  military  force,  maintained  at  con- 
siderable expense  in  that  colony,  would  not 
be  adequate  for  the  maintenance  of  so  ex- 
tended a  frontier  as  that  of  the  Bashee.  In 
that  view  Ber  Majesty's  Government  en- 
tirely concurred.  We  said  our  desire  was 
to  maintun  the  frontier  which  would  he  most 
likely  not  to  lead  to  hostilities,  and  would 
be  most  eaaily  defended  shonld  hostilities 
arise.  We  bslieved  the  Eei  to  be  that 
frontier*  and  we  liave,  therefore,  given 
instmotions  for  the  abandonment  of  the 
country  beyond  it.  We  further  desired, 
if  possible,  to  find  a  location  for  Ereli, 
and  the  followers  we  had  driven  to  a 
territory  in  which  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  remain,  in  consequence  of  the 
proceedings  of  other  tribes ;  because  it 
was  clear  that  if  any  restlessness  arose 
on  his  part  that  was  rather  to  be  attributed 
to  the  position  in  which  we  had  placed  him 
than  to  any  other  circumstance.  This  de- 
spatch had  been  anticipated  by  the  Go- 
vernor, who  replied  that  he  had  already 
settled  the  Chief  on  a  territory  and  made 
him  a  small  allowance  to  secure  his 
attachment  to  British  rule,  whieh  he  had 
gratefully  accepted,  and  that  the  Chief  and 
bis  people  were  quietly  taking  up  their 
abodes  on  that  territory.  There,  therefore, 
remained  only  the  very  small  territory  of 
British  Eaffraria — a  territory  too  small  to 
constitute  itself  a  British  colony,  too  small 
to  provide  materials  for  a  Government.  It 
remains  for  you  to  consider  what  you 
will  do  with  this  territory,  and  the  mea- 
sure which  I  ask  leave  to  introduce  is 
one  to  unite  it  to  Cape  Colony.  Thero 
are  other  reasons  why  the  present  oppor- 
tniuty  should  not  be  let  pass  by.  The 
Qovernor  has  jnst  closed  the  first  Parlia- 
ment held  at  Grahams  Town,  under  eir- 
cnmstaaees  which  give  very  sitisfaotory 
promise  for  that  experimenti  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Cape  Cdeny  has  determuied  to 
have  a  census  with  a  view  to  the  revision 
of  their  representative  system,  and  the 
Governor  is  of  opinion  that  after  this 
ohuigebM  be«.  ofi«^U^J^n^}5^||B^ 
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difficult  to  accompliah  the  annexation  than 
it  will  be  if  we  attempt  it  now.  It  ia  true 
that  the  measure  has  not  the  concurrence 
—the  formal  and  official  concurrence — of 
Cape  Colony.  I  cannot  aaj  that  it  has 
that  concurrence.  On  the  contrary,  I 
most  admit  that  if  we  took  no  steps  to 
cany  out  the  measures  until  Capo  Colony 
took  it  in  hand,  it  is  not  likely  it  would 
be  accomplished.  It  is  neceaaary  for  the 
voice  of  the  British  Parliament  to  carry 
it  into  effect.  One  reason  why  Cape 
Colony  ii  not  likely  to  take  the  initia- 
tire  »  this  —  that  Cape  Colony  knows 
Her  Hajeaty*B  GoTomment  could  not  leave 
a  small  colony  like  British  Eaffraria  to  its 
own  forces  in  the  erent  of  defence  being 
necessary;  and  the  Cape  Colony  cannot 
be  invaded  without  the  enemy  passing 
through  British  Kafiraria  ;  and  it  is  too 
much  to  expect  that  a  Colonial  Parliament 
should  not  take  advantage  of  such  a  state 
of  circumstances.  I  propose  to  introduce 
ft  Bill  which  will  leave  it  to  Cape  Colony 
to  make  such  arrangements  as  it  thinks  fit, 
in  conference  with  the  Governor  of  British 
Kaffraria,  who  is  both  an  executive  officer 
and  a  legislature,  as  to  the  terms  on  which 
this  union  shall  take  place  ;  but  I  propose 
that,  at  all  events,  with  the  sanction  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  British  Parliament, 
a  anion  shall  toke  place,  and  that  the  do- 
minions of  the  Queen  within  the  boandories 
of  the  Eeiskamma  and  the  Eei  shall  form 
one  territory  with  the  Cape  Colony.  This 
will  be  of  great  advantage  to  British  Eaf- 
fraria, to  Cape  Colony,  and  to  Great  Britain; 
and  I  would  observe  that,  though  the  Par- 
liament of  Cape  Colony  has  not  in  the  ag- 
gregate agreed  to  the  Bill,  the  Legislative 
Council  of  that  colony  has  expressed  its  opi- 
nion that  the  proposed  onnexation  is  expedi- 
ent. In  that  opinion  the  Governor  coincides. 
Her  Uajesty  s  Government  coincides,  and 
I  think  the  House  will  coincide.  A  Com- 
mittee of  great  weight  sat  in  this  House 
in  1861,  and  revised  the  military  expendi- 
ture of  this  country  in  our  aereral  colonial 
dependenfflM.  That  Committee  agreed  to 
a  recommendation  that  those  dependencies 
should  in  fatnre  depend  more  upon  self- 
reliauce  and  leas  upon  large  forces  main- 
tained at  the  expense  of  the  Imperial  Trea- 
sury. Hy  desire  is  to  give  just  effect  to  the 
opinions  of  that  Committee,  and  therefore  I 
am  anxioQS  that  a  small  territory,  taken  ori- 
ginally as  a  dependency  of  Cape  Colony  and 
tw  the  purpose  of  defending  it,  should  not 
be  treated  as  a  separate  colony.  Clearly 
it  ia  better,  in  the  interett  of  British  Eu- 
Jfr.  Cardtna 


fraria,  in  the  interest  of  Cape  Colony,  and 
in  the  interest  of  Great  Britain,  that  this 
small  dependency,  which  is  unable  to  pro- 
vide for  its  own  military  defence,  should 
be  annexed  to  the  colony  for  whose  defence 
it  was  thought  advisable  to  occupy  it  in  the 
first  instance.  With  this  short  explanation 
I  hope  the  House  will  see  that  the  Bill  it 
one  which  it  is  advisable  to  have  intro- 
duced. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
cluded by  movinc  for  leaTe  to  hrinff  in  the 
Bill. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  for  the  Incorporation  of  the  Teiri- 
tories  of  British  Eaffraria  with  the  Colony 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  onkred  to  b« 
brought  in  by  Ur.  Secretary  Oabdwxu, 
and  Mr.  Cbiohestbb  Fobtsboui. 

Bill  jmsenled,  and  read  1«  [Bill  27]. 

JDRIBS  IN  CRIMINAL  0A8B8  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  CouiAit  O'Loghlm,  Bill  to 
declare  and  amend  the  Law  in  relation  to  th« 
keeping  together  and  diaobarge  of  Juries  in  Cri- 
minal CaseB,  ordered  to  be  brongfat  la  hj  Sir  COL- 
HAH  O'LooHLKR  aod  Hf.  LoxorisLD. 

BUliwvwiilAi;  and  read  l"  [Bill  36]. 

House  adjourned  at  a  anartw 
befive  Ei^t  ^doA. 


HOUSE  OF  LOBDS, 

IHdag,  Ftt/nury  17, 1865. 

MINUTES.]  —  SiucT  CQwmn  —  Reportr— 
Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliamente  and  Office 
of  GeatlsDiaB  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod. 

EDUCATION— REVISED  CODE  OF 
REGULATIONS. 
PBESEMTED. 

Earl  GRANVILLB  in  pntenUng  (by 
Command) 

"  Revised  Code  of  Regulationa  inoorporating 
the  Minates  of  lltb  of  March,  186i  and  8tb 
Febmary,  1860,  with  a  Sobedule  of  all  Articles 
eanoelled  or  modified,  and  of  all  new  Articles,  hy 
tht  Lords  of  the  Comoiittee  (tf  the  Privy  Coaaeil 
on  EdneatioD," 

sud  :  My  Lords,  these  Minutes  oontun 
certain  alterations  which  are  of  a  character 
to  make  more  clear  that  which  before  was 
obsoure  ;  and  there  are  also  two  additional 
Minutes  which  have  not  yet  been  laid 
before  Parliament.  They  will  be  printed 
without  delay,  and  circulated  among  your 
Lordships.  One  of  them  relates  to  the 
diffieulty  of  deaUiy^fJ|^^^l^;^g|^ 
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of  Hbools.  A  lady,  who  has  distinguished 
herself  for  her  wide-spread  benevolence, 
proposed  a  soheme  some  short  time  ago  to 
the  Council  Office,  which  has  been  Ter; 
carefuUj  considered,  and  we  propose  now 
to  lay  on  the  table  of  the  Hoase  a  Minute 
relating  to  the  subject,  which  will  come 
into  action  in  a  month.  With  regard  to 
the  smaller  schools,  not  less  than  two,  and 
not  more  than  six,  will  be  at  liberty  to 
Doite  themsehes,  and  will  be  admitted  to 
all  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  from  the 
appointment  of  a  certificated  master,  visit- 
ing from  one  sehool  to  another  for  a  certain 
namber  of  hours  in  eaoh,  according  to  the 
number  of  soholars.  If  that  experiment 
be  carried  out,  I  bdieve  it  will  be  of  great 
advantage  to  the  poorer  schools  in  the  less 
populous  districts,  where  it  is  very  neces- 
sary that  economy  as  well  as  efficiency 
should  be  studied.  The  other  Minute  is 
one  which  is  intended  to  meet  a  complaint 
that  has  been  made  with  regard  to  evening 
schools.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  of 
the  importance  of  these  evening  schools, 
and  one  of  the  great  difficulties  complained 
of  by  the  managers  of  these  schools  is  as 
to  the  examinations.  These  examinations 
are  now  carried  on  by  the  Inspector,  at 
the  satde  time  that  he  visits  the  morning 
Bchools ;  but  when  an  Inspector  baa  been 
engaged  the  entire  day  id  the  duty  of 
examining  a  morning  lohool,  it  is  unrea- 
aonahle  to  ezpeet  that  he  aboald  be  able 
to  examine  an  evening  sehool  afterwards. 
The  rale,  therefore,  has  been  to  examine 
both  the  schools  at  the  same  time.  One- 
balf  of  the  evening  schools  also  are  ex- 
amined during  the  summer  months,  when 
the  attendance  is  limited.  It  is  proposed 
that  the  reading  of  the  evening  schools 
shall  be  tested  by  the  managers  only. 
The  other  branches  of  education  will  be 
tested  by  sending  down  papers  to  the 
school.  The  reading  will  he  judged  of 
only  by  the  managers  of  the  school ;  but 
the  answers  in  writing  to  the  papers  will 
be  sent  up  to  the  office  to  be  examined  by 
the  Inspector  :~and  I  may  observe  that 
the  Inspeetor,  if  he  ehooaea,  and  finds  it 
coDTenieDt  to  do  so,  may  attend  those 
examinaUons.  lly  Lordi,  I  sincerely  be- 
lieve that  both  these  measures  are  right  in 
principle,  and  will  be  productive  of  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  practical  good. 

THE  RSADDIO  CLERK  AND  OLEBK  OV  OVT- 

DOOB  OOHUITTEEa. 
Ths  Lord  Chanoellor  uqnaiDted  the  House, 
Ihat,  bj  virtue  of  the  Fewer  granted  to  Um  as 
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Lord  Chancellor  by  tits  Statute  5th  Goo.  IV. 
Cap.  82.  Seat.  4,  he  had  appointed  the  Honoor- 
able  Slingsbj  Bethell  to  be  their  Lordships  Reading 
Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Outdoor  Committeefl  in  the 
Room  of  Leonard  EdmundB,  Esquire,  resigned. 

Then  it  was  moved.  That  this  House  do  approve 
of  the  Appointment  of  the  Bononrable  SUn^b^ 
Bethell  as  their  Lordships  Reading  Clerk  and 
Clerk  of  ODt-docv  Committeei  in  ue  Room  of 
Leonard  Edmunds,  Esquire,  resigned. 

On  Qaestion,  Resolved  in  the  A^rmative. 

House  a4)0unied  at  a  quarter  past 
Five  o'clock,  to  Monday  next, 
Eleven  o'olook. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
IHdojff  F^ruarjf  17,  1665. 

MINUTES.]— SsLsOT  Coinorm— On  Mortgage 

Debentures,  Ao.  nominated. 
Public  Bills — Betolutioni  in  CommiUee — Pilot- 
age Order  Confirmation. 
Ordered —  Pilotage  Order  Confirmation  ;*  Civil 

Bill  Courts  Prooedars  (Ireland)  Aot  (18M) 

Amendment.* 
FHrit  Reading — Pilotage  Order  Confirmation 

[28];*  Civil  Bill  Courts  Procedure  (Ireland) 

Aot  (1884)  Amendment  [39].* 
Second  Reading — Game  Licences  (Ireland)[18] 

Dublin  International  Eihibition  (1865)  [IT].*" 

THE   BRITISH  EMBASST  AT 
WASHINGTON.— QUESTION. 

Mr.  WATKIN  said,  he  rose  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, Whether  Mr.  Burnley  Hume  is  still  in  ' 
charge  of  the  Embassy  at  Washington ;  and, 
if  so,  when  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador, 
Lord  Lyons,  may  be  expected  to  resume 
his  duties  ? 

Mr.  LAYARD  :  Sir,  I  should  very 
much  regret  if  the  Question  of  my  hon. 
Friend  inferred  any  reflection  upon  Lord 
Lyons  for  not  being  at  his  post;  hut  I  re- 
joice at  this  opportunity  of  bearing  my  tes- 
timony to  the  singular  leal,  tact,  discre- 
tion, and  ability  with  which  Lord  Lyons 
has  carried  on  the  buainesa  of  this  country 
at  Washington  during  a  most  enseal  and 
important  period.  Of  the  many  thousand 
caaei  with  whieh  Lord  Lyons  has  had  to 
deal  in  no  one  single  instance  has  he  not 
received  the  entire  approval  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government;  and  it  may,  perhaps, 
interest  the  House  to  hear  the  amount 
of  business  that  has  been  transacted  during 
the  last  three  or  four  years  by  the  Washing- 
ton Embassy.  The  correspondence  of  one 
year  fill.  sUty  ^oljo^,^eflo§le 
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Imi  than  (fane  yean  there  were  13.948 
entries  in  our  ^egUtries.  TboM  were  of 
nngle  dwpelobei.  Neerlj  all  of  them 
eontuoed  ioolMDru,  and  odb  despatch 
contained  no  leae  than  203  ineloeuree. 
It  took  the  gentlenum  who  drew  up  the 
list  of  British  claims  last  year  no  lest  than 
six  weeks  to  prepare  it,  I  think  that, 
looking  at  this  enormoas  amount  of  la- 
bour, it  is  not  surprising  that  tbe  health 
of  Lord  Lyons  should  have  broken  down. 
He  is  now  tn  this  country  on  leave  of 
absence,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  the 
House  woald  not  think  it  right  or  proper 
for  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  press 
him  for  a  decision  as  to  whether  he 
sbonld  return  to  his  post  at  Wubiuffton 
or  not.  Mr.  Bnmley  Hnme  u  eonduet- 
ing  the  buunesi  of  the  Bmbassy  at 
Washington  with  the  entire  approval  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government. 

UNION  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  (IRELAND.) 
QUBSnOM. 

Mr.  BAQWELL  said,  he  wished  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether 
Her  Majesty's  OoTernment  propose  to 
adopt  the  Resolutioo  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee of  1858,  and  place  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Irish  Unions  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  similar  Officers  in  England  and 
Scotland,  one-half  of  whose  salaries  are 
paid  from  the  Public  Revenue? 

Mr.  PBEL  said,  he  must  remind  the 
bon.  Member  that  tiiere  wwe  many  mat- 
'ters  of  payment  in  which  the  two  coun- 
tries were  not  assimikted.  He  had  no 
donbt  that  Ireland  ought  to  obtain  the 
same  relief  from  loeaT  charges  as  the 
other  portions  of  the  United  Kingdom; 
but,  on  looking  at  a  partionlar  charge  of 
this  nature,  they  must  remember  that  Ire- 
land possessed  advantages  in  regard  to 
other  local  charges.  For  example,  the 
Constabulary,  of  whom  in  England  the 
Government  defrayed  only  one-fourth  of 
the  charge,  whilst  in  Ireland  the  whole 
ehai^  fell  on  the  Consolidated  Fond. 
Besides,  there  was  a  special  grut  of 
£2U,000  for  Irish  Hospitals  and  County 
Infirmaries.  He  thought  it  could  hardly 
have  been  the  intention  of  tiie  Committee 
that  the  charges  alluded  to  by  bite  hon. 
Friend  should  be  delrayed  out  of  •  Parlia- 
mentary GranCj  butr  at  the  same  time,  he 
saw  no  reason  why,  if  one-half  the  ex- 
penses of  Medical  Officers  was  paid  in  this 
country,  the  same  arrangement  should  not 
bold  good  in  Ireland. 

Jfr.  Zajford 
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ARMT— ARMSTRONG  AND  WHITfTOBTH 

GUNS.— QUESTION. 

Sn  JOHN  HAY  said,  be  wished  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  To 
lay  the  Report  of  the  Armstrong  and  Whit- 
wortb  Committee  upon  the  table  of  the 
House  t 

Thb  MARQnBSS  OF  HARTIN6T0N 
said,  in  reply,  that  the  Report  of  the 
Armstrong  and  Whitworth  Committee 
had  not  yet  been  received ;  hut  when  the 
Committee  had  completed  their  labonrs 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  lay  the 
Report  on  the  table  of  ue  House. 

THE  BIOTS  AT  BELFAST. 
QUBSTIOM. 

Mr.  O'REILLY  said,  he  rose  to  ask  the 
hon.  Member  for  Belfast,  Whether  he  will 
proceed  with  his  Motion  relative  to  the  late 
disturbances  in  Belfast  before  the  Report 
of  the  Commission  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  subject,  which  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  has  stated  will  he  laid  upon  the 
table  of  the  House  in  a  very  few  days,  is 
in  the  hands  of  Members  ? 

Sir  HUGH  CAIRNS  said,  in  answer  to 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Longford  County,  he  had  to  say  that  the 
Notice  that  stood  in  the  paper  in  bis  nune 
was  a  Notice  to  eall  attention  to  the 
character  of  the  Commiaaton,  and  the  ex- 
pediency of  issuing  it,  and  did  not  refer  to 
the  nature  of  the  Commission  or  the  evi- 
dence to  be  taken  before  it.  He  did  not 
therefore,  think  anything  would  be  gained 
by  a  postponement  of  bis  Motion. 

INDUSTRIAL  EXHIBITIONS  —  PROTEO- 
TION  OF  INVENTIONS.— QUESTION. 

Mb.  H.  BERKELEY  said,  he  wished 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
If  Her  Miyesty's  Government  have  any  in- 
tention to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  better 
protection  of  the  industrial  classes  against 
piracy  of  their  works  of  art  at  pubKo  exhi- 
bitions ? 

Mr.  MILNER  GIBSON  said,  in  reply, 
that  his  lion,  and  learned  Friend  the  At- 
torney General  was  preparing  a  Bill  for  the 
better  protection  of  the  industrial  classes 
against  piracy  of  their  works  of  art  at  pub- 
lic exhibitions. 

COMMITTEE  OF  PUfiUC  ACCOUNTS. 
LoBD  ROBERT  MONTAGU  said,  he 
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Exoheqaer,  Why  the  Committee  of  Foblic 
Accounts  is  not  appointed  at  the  same  time 
as  tbe  other  Standing  Committees ;  and 
when  that  for  the  present  Session  will  be 
nominated,  and  will  proceed  to  business  9 
The  chancellor  of  the  SXCHE- 
QUER  said,  in  reply,  that  the  accounts 
were  not  yet  preseoted  with  which  the 
Committee  had  to  deal.  At  the  same  time, 
no  incouTenienoe  could  arise  from  its  ap- 
pointment, and  he  would  that  eming  give 
Dotiee  of  iti  nominatioD. 

MALT  FOR  CATTLE,— QUESTION. 

Mh.  FENWICE  said,  he  wished  to  ask 
the  Vice  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
Whether  it  is  intended  to  print  a  Report  of 
tbe  experiments  recently  made  by  direction 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  relatire 
merits  of  Halt  and  Barley  for  feeding 
Cattle  ;  and,  if  so,  when  we  may  expect  it 
to  be  in  tbe  hands  of  Members  ? 

Mr.  HUTT  said,  in  reply,  that  the 
Report  of  Mr,  Lawes  upon  his  experiments 
on  the  relative  merits  of  Malt  and  Barley 
for  foeding  Cattle  had  not  yet  reached  him  ; 
bat  he  understood  that  he  should  receive 
all  the  papers  in  two  or  three  d»8,  and  he 
woald  take  eare  that  ihej  shoald  1»  in  the 
hands  oF  Members  in  ample  time  for  tbeir 
consideration  before  the  debate  upon  the 
malt  tax. 

ST.  BENET,  GRACECHXIRCH  STREET, 
AND  ALLHALLOWS,  LOMBARD  STREET. 

Mb.  CRAWFORD  said,  he  rose  to  ask 
the  Member  for  Eilmarnook*  aa  a  Church 
Estates*  Commisnoner,  Why  the  removal 
of  the  Church  of  St.  Benet,  Oracechnrch 
Street,  and  the  union  of  the  BeneBee  with 
that  of  Allhallows,  Lombard  Street*  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Order  of  Council,  dated 
the  Ist  November  last,  and  published  in 
the  L<mdon  6<xztUe  of  the  4th  instant, 
has  not  been  carried  into  effect,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  said  Commissioners  ? 

Mh.  B.  p.  BOUVERIE  said,  in  reply, 
tiiat  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners 
to  which  the  Question  of  his  bon.  Frieod 
referred  were  taken  under  an  Act  of 
Parliament  passed  in  the  year  1860,  called 
*'Tbe  Union  of  Benefices  Act,"  which 
provided  that  in  certain  eases  parishes  in 
the  Ci^  of  liondon  mi^t  be  united,  and 
the  sites  of  eharchea  which  had  become 
oaaleBS  might  be  sold.  The  conditioDs 
upon  which  the  success  of  any  such  union 
rested  was  the  sale  of  the  site  of  a  useless 
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church,  because  tbe  whole  thing  turned 
upon  the  supply  of  funds  which  was  to  be 
got  by  that  site.  Tbe  scheme  for  the 
union  could  not  come  into  operation  until 
the  order  of  sale  had  been  made.  The 
site  of  the  church  of  St.  Benet,  Orace- 
church  Street,  was  exceedingly  valuable, 
worth,  he  was  informed,  not  less  than 
£30,000  ;  and  for  the  order  of  sale  there 
were  required  tbe  consent  of  no  less  than 
four  persons — namely,  the  Bishop  of  the 
dioeeie,  the  Archbishop  of  the  province, 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  and  tbe  Archdeaeon  of  the 
arehdeaoonTj — in  this  instanee.  Archdea- 
con Hale,  of  London.  For  the  sale  of  the 
church  tbe  consent  of  three  of  the  parties 
to  whom  he  referred  had  been  obtained. 
The  Archbishop  had  given  bis  consent  to 
the  proposal,  while  it  had  the  hearty 
approbation  of  the  Bishop  of  the  diocese. 
Tbe  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  had  also  given  his  sanction, 
but  the  Archdeacon  had  entirely  disapprov- 
ed of  the  policy  of  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  had,  therefore,  withheld  his  consent. 
Tbe  rasult  was  that  all  tbe  trouble  which 
bad  been  taken  in  the  matter,  the  negO' 
tiations  between  the  parties,  and  the 
correspondence  with  the  Eoclesiastioal 
Commission  were  all  in  vain,  in  consequence 
of  the  action  of  a  recalcitrant  Arebdeaoon. 
He  might  add  that  the  provision  requiring 
the  Archdeacon's  eonaent  waa  introdaced 
into  the  Bill  by  the  opponents  of  the 
Measure,  the  dansea  of  which  were  fought 
syllable  by  syllable  in  its  passage  through 
the  House,  and  that  if  the  hou.  Member 
for  London  should  propose  the  repeal  of 
the  provision  be  should  have  his  hearty 
support. 

NOTIOES  OF  MOTION  AND  ORDERS  OF 

THE  DAT.— QUESTION. 

LoBD  ROBERT  CECIL,  in  whose  name 
a  Notice  stood  on  the  Paper  to  tbe  effect 
that  Mr.  Speaker  be  requested  to  give 
directions  that  a  Copy  of  all  Notices  of 
Motion  and  Orders  of  the  Day  standing 
on  the  Order  Book  of  the  House  be  circu- 
lated among  Members  every  Saturday 
morning,  said,  it  would  perhaps  be  for  the 
oouvenienoe  of  the  House  if  he  were  to 
deal  with  the  matter  in  the  ahape  of  a 
qaestion.  He  would,  therefore,  beg  to 
ask  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  ia  the  Gbur, 
Whether  it  will  be  possible  to  adopt  in  the 
House  of  Commons  the  practice  which 
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among  Members  ererj  week  the  whole  of 
the  Notioee  and  Orders  which  itand  apoo 
the  Order  Book  of  the  House,  so  as  to 
enable  them  to  form  their  plans  not  onlj 
for  a  single  day  but  for  a  whole  week  9 

Mb.  speaker  :  I  hare  made  inquiries 
in  reference  to  the  subjeot,  which  the  noble 
Iiord  has  just  mentioned ;  I  find  that  there 
will  be  no  difficultj  on  the  part  of  the 
printers,  and  that  the  expense  will  be 
trifling.  In  the  belief  that  it  will  be  the 
wish  of  the  Honse  to  hare  the  information 
in  the  most  complete  shape,  I  shall  have 
mnch  plfluure  in  directing  that  the  No- 
tices and  Ordan  bo  henediuih  supplied  as 
dMind. 

THE  RUMOURED  EXPEDITION  AGAINST 
ASHAMTEE.— QUESTION. 

Snt  JOHN  HAY  said,  he  would  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretair  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
a  Question  of  which  he  had  given  htm  pri- 
Tate  notice.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
hod  most  probably  teen  the  statements  in 
the  papers  to  the  etSeot  that  the  Com- 
manaaot  of  Cape  Coast  Castle  was  march- 
ing with  troops  towards  the  Kingdom  of 
Ashantee.  He  wished  to  know,  Whether , 
that  officer  has  been  directed  to  take  the 
field  against  the  Ashantees;  and,  if  so, 
whether  anj  precautions  hare  been  taken 
to  preTent  a  mortality  amongst  our  soldiers 
similar  to  that  which  fcdlowed  the  last  ex- 
pedition ? 

Mb.  CARDWELL.  in  reply,  said,  no 
instructions  had  been  sent  to  the  GoTeroor 
of  the  Gold  Coast  to  march  troops  against 
the  Ashantee  territory,  and  any  proceeding 
on  his  part  of  that  kind  would  be  at 
Tariance  with  his  instructions  from  home. 
He  had,  however,  heard  that  the  Governor 
was  goin^  into  the  interior  of  the  country 
on  a  fhendly  expedition,  and  he  (Mr. 
Cardwdl)  had  it  in  a  Deqwteh  trom  the 
Ooveroor  that  he  did  not  contemplate  any 
warlike  measure,  but  he  believed  the  Go- 
vernor had  taken  troops  with  him  as  a 
guard. 

EDUCATION— REVISED  CODE  OF 
REGULATIONS. 
PBBBEKTED  BT  OOMMAIIB. 

Mb.  H.  a.  BRUOB  presented  {hj  Com- 
mand) Copy  of  Revised  Code  of  Regula- 
tions, and  said :  Sir,  I  am  desirous,  in 
aeoordanee  with  the  wish  generally  ex- 
pressed during  the  discnssioas  which  took 
plaee  on  this  qaestion  last  Session,  to  ofier 
KH»e  explanation  of  thoM  portSoul  of  tiie 
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Code  which  are  new.  Some  minnte  alter- 
ations hare  been  made  in  order  to  clear  op 
ambiguities  which  have  been  discovered  in 
the  process  of  administering  the  Code  ;  but 
two  important  changes  have  also  been  in- 
troduced, ^e  nature  of  which  the  Uoaae 
will,  I  am  sure,  learn  with  some  interest* 
Hon.  Members  are  well  aware  that,  what- 
ever success  ma^  have  attended  our  edu* 
cational  system  in  the  more  populous  dis- 
tricts throughout  the  country,  it  cannot  be 
said  to  have  exercised  the  same  degree  of 
usefuloess  in  the  poorer  and  more  thinly- 
inhabited  parishes.  That  faet  has  been 
lon^f  familiar  to  the  House,  but  it  was,  I 
beheve,  brooght  out  more  prominently  last 
SesMon  by  the  Report  laid  on  the  table  by 
the  Committee  of  Council  than  it  had  ever 
previously  been.  By  that  Report  it  appears 
that,  out  of  all  the  parishes  of  England 
and  Wales,  which  number  14,877,  8.761 
have  a  population  of  less  than  500  inhabi- 
tants; while,  out  of  the  8,761,  4,149  have 
a  population  of  less  than  200.  Three- 
fifths,  therefore,  of  the  number  of  parishes 
in  England  and  Wales  have  a  population 
of  leas  than  500.  It  also  appeared  from 
the  Report  that,  of  618  pariBlies  which 
contained  more  than  5,000  inhabitants, 
and  an  aggregate  of  10.772.623,  563,  or 
91*5  per  cent,  are  in  the  receipt  of  annual 
grants  from  the  State;  while,  of  the  8,761 
parishes  with  less  than  500  inhabitants, 
and  eontaining  an  anregate  population  of 
1,966,432,  only  8?  per  eent  received 

f rants.  In  fact,  in  the  one  case,  all  but 
per  oent  receive  State  assistance;  while, 
in  the  other,  only  8  per  cent  are  in  receipt 
of  it.  Varioas  attempts  have  been  made 
in  this  House,  and  by  the  Government,  to 
remedy  this  inequality :  I  will  now  allude 
to  them  no  further  than  to  sajr  that  they 
have,  one  and  all,  either  failed  ia  securing 
acceptance  from  the  House  or  have  broken 
down  in  the  result,  becanse  of  their  unfit- 
ness to  secure  the  object  in  view.  At- 
tempts have  been  made  to  enable  parishes 
to  unite  for  the  purpose  of  having  one  school 
for  several  parishes ;  but  the  moral  ob> 
staoles  were  fonnd  to  be  too  great  to  obtain 
for  it  BQceesa.  A  proposition  was  also 
submitted  to  our  notice — which  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen have  probably  seen  mentioned  in 
the  newspapers— by  a  lady  who  has  de- 
voted a  great  fortane  to  the  noblest  ends, 
and  who  has  led  the  way  on  many  preriotu 
occasions  in  many  good  works,  by  whieh 
the  diffieultieB  of  the  ease  might  be  met 
in  atfotber  manner,  without  departing  from 
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tbonUI  b«  given  oulj  where  the  teacher  of 
m  Bobool  waa  a  aertiSoated  master.  The 
■uggeatioo  made  bj  the  Udj  in  queetioa 
waa  that  a  maater  ahonld  be  allowed  to  at- 
tend the  Bcboola  of  a  number  of  parishes, 
and  that  the  children  attending  in  those 
■ehoola  ahould  be  examined,  and  payment 
made  aecording  to  the  results.  That  sag- 
gastioD,  4a  well  as  every  other  bearing  on 
this  important  lubjeet,  we  considered  with 
all  the  attention  which  U  deaerved.  The 
reaalt  ia  that  (he  «^y  of  the  Refiaed 
Coda  whieh  I  have  bad  the  honoar  of 
jnat  laying  on  the  table  eentaina  a  pro- 
Tiaion  ealoilated  to  eairy  this  aoggestioD 
iato  effoflt.  It  ii  provided  by  those  Mi- 
Dtttea  that  any  oomMr  of  schools,  not  being 
less  than  two  or  more  than  six,  of  which 
no  one  bos  within  a  niile  and  a  half  of  it  a 
popaUtion  of  more  than  500,  and  in  which 
the  aggregate  nuiaber  of  scholars  is  not 
less  than  forty,  may  be  united  under  the 
superintendence  of  one  certificated  master 
or  mistress,  who  must  have  been  trained 
for  not  less  than  two  years  at  a  normal 
school,  and  must  have  received  %  certifi- 
cate after  the  usual  probationary  serrice. 
The  day  scholars  of  all  the  united  schools 
must  be  assembled  for  Inspeotion  by  one 
of  Her  Ifajesty's  laspeotors  once  onrj 
year  at  some  sohool-room  under  inspeo- 
Uon.  Th^  will  be  exanined  in  the 
nmai  mannw,  and  the  pajmenti  will  be 
made  as  now  to  all  the  other  inspected 
schools.  What  tiie  result  of  this  experi- 
ment will  be  it  is  impossible  to  say.  There 
are,  no  doubt,  in  many  parts  of  England 
a  vast  number  of  small  parishes,  in  which 
there  are  no  physical  obstacles  to  its  being 
tried  and  earned  into  effeet,  and  I  am 
sure  it  is  the  wish  of  the  House  as  well  as 
ef  the  Oorerament  that  the  result  of  the 
alteration  may  be,  at  all  events,  greatly  to 
diminish  the  evils  whieh  it  is  intended  to 
remedy.  Another  proposition  which  I 
have  to  bring  under  the  nottee  of  the 
House,  is  that  relating  to  evening  schools. 
Under  the  oid  Code,  4he  assistuioe  given 
to  ereiung  seboola  was  aa  fbUows : — Boys 
Momved  6«.,  and  girla  5s.,  who  bad  at- 
tended fifty  nights  i  while  ander  the  Re- 
vised Code,  the  payment  is  2«.  €d.  on 
average  atteedance  at  the  schools,  and  5f. 
en  examination  to  every  scholar  who  has 
attended  more  than  twenty-four  nights. 
The  benefits  derived  from  this  system  have, 
however,  been  very  much  diminished  by 
the  muoer  in  which  inspection  and  exami- 
■fttioB  have  been  carried  into  effect.  The 
•dMMla  ftre  attended  only  by  thow  who 


work  during  ths  day,  and  wha»  therefore, 
can  only  be  taught  at  nigbi.  The  inspeo* 
tion  must  take  place  at  some  sebool  to 
which  the  evening  school  is  attached,  and 
it  ofteq  happens  at  an  hour  at  which  it  is 
highly  inconvenient  for  the  soholars  to  ho 
preseut.  The  resalt  has  been  found  to  bo 
that,  especially  in  the  summer  and  autumn 
seasons,  they  are  not  able  to  spw'e  time  to 
come ;  and  therefore  the  atteqdaoce  for  ex:-> 
amination  frequently  does  not  represent  the 
average  attendance  at  the  acbool.  Wo 
propose  to  remody  that  st^to  of  things  by 
haring  recourse  to  a  pl»n,  pew.  so  far  a* 
regards  these  aehools,  but  which  has  been 
successfully  tried  by  the  Department  of 
Science  and  Art.  The  qow  Uinpte^  set 
forth  that  the  manager^  of  iQspeoted 
schools  may  apply  to  be  furnished  with 
printed  papers  and  instructions  for  holding 
an  examination  on  a  day  to  be  named  in 
their  application.  Two  of  tho  applicanta 
must  pledge  themselves  to  he  present  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  examination,  and  to 
conduct  it  in  OTorv  respect  according  to 
the  iustmctions.  The  examination-p^ra 
will  be  sent  under  an  official  4eal,  and 
must  be  returned  by  next  post  under  the 
seal  of  the  two  examimng  managers  to  the 
Education  Department,  who  will  traosmit 
them  to  the  Inspector  of  the  aohooL  Tho 
Inspector  may  attend  the  examination 
without  notice,  and  hold  it  in  person.  The 
effect  of  these  regulations  would  be  that 
the  inspection  may  take  place  at  the  time 
most  convenient  to  the  school,  and  thus 
greatly  to  encourage  these  institutions— 
of  the  usefulness  of  which  tho  House  is 
well  aware,  as  well  as  of  tbeir  necessity, 
as  the  complement  of  our  system  of  ele- 
mentary education.  In  writing  and  arith- 
metic, the  examination  would  be  by  means 
of  papers  which  would  ho  transmitted  to  the 
Inspector ;  while,  in  the  case  of  reading, 
reliance  most  be  placed  on  tho  honour  of 
the  managers.  The  only  other  alteration 
of  any  importance  is  one  with  respect  to 
the  revision  of  the  Code.  Disagreeable 
discussions,  inviJving  charges  of  breach  of 
faith,  hftve  sriaoB  aa  to  the  manner  in  which 
Minotea  have  been  introduced  from  time  to 
time.  We  are  anxious  that  such  differ- 
ences should  be  cleared  away,  and  there- 
fore we  propose  to  alter  the  language  of 
the  present  Minutes  in  accordance  with 
the  sense  and  spirit  in  which  they  were 
proposed  by  my  ri^^ht  boo.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  Cambridge 
(Mr.  Walpole).   Theao  will  then  read  aa 
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"  The  Oommittefl  of  Coanoil  on  Ednoation,  in 
the  conrae  of  Mob  year,  as  ocoaaion  reqaires, 
ma;  oancd  or  modify  artlelea  of  tbe  Gwle,  of 
Dia7  establiafa  new  artioles,  bat  may  not  take  anj 
action  thureon  until  the  same  shidl  have  been 
nibmitted  to  Parliament  and  laid  on  the  table  of 
both  Houses  for  at  leaat  one  calendar  month.  In 
January  of  eaob  year,  the  Code  shall  be  printed 
in  snoh  a  fom  as  to  show  separately  all  articles 
cancelled  or  modified,  and  all  new  artiolea  ainoe 
the  last  edition,  and  shall  be  laid  on  the  table  of 
both  HoDMS  within  one  calendar  month  from  the 
meeting  ttf  ParilameDt." 

Therefore,  while  the  power  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  alter  the  Minatea  is  recognized, 
the  action  upon  them  is  restrained  until 
the  doooments  hare  been  laid  before  Par- 
liament. 

Sm  JOHN  PAKINGTON  :  I  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  established  a 
good  precedeot,  and  has  endeavoured  to 
meet  the  wish  expressed  by  the  House  last 
Session  hy  a  free  explanation  of  tbe  new 
Minutes  adopted  bj  the  Committee  of 
Council  at  the  time  of  their  being  laid  on 
the  table  of  tbe  Honse.  On  the  other 
hand*  I  think  the  eonrse  adopted  bj  tbe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  attended  with 
iome  degree  of  ineonTonienee,  and  is  some- 
what nnnsnal  in  this  respeot,  that  tbe  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  aTuled  himself  of  an 
opportunitjr— usually  one  only  of  form — 
to  enter  upon  a  statement  of  which  he  has 
not  given  any  notice.  I  am  sure  tbe  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  intend  to  do  any- 
thing irregnlar,  but  I  think  it  would  bare 
been  better  had  be  given  some  intimation 
of  bis  intention.  Under  the  circumstances, 
I  think  I  shall  best  consult  the  convenience 
of  the  House  by  deferring  any  observBtions 
I  may  have  to  offer  to  a  future  opportunity. 

Mr.  H.  a.  BRUCB  :  I  consulted  the 
Speaker  as  to  theeourse  which  ougGt  to  be 
taken,  and  he  informed  me  that  it  would  be 
altogether  irregular  for  me  to  give  notice 
of  a  statement  on  laying  these papera  upon 
the  table.  I  therefore  adopted  the  only 
course  which  lay  in  my  power,  that  of 
oommonieating  my  intention  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  others  taking  an  in- 
terest in  the  subject  of  edoeation. 

Lord  ROBERT  CECIL :  I  sbaU  not 
utter  a  word  of  comment  on  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  stated,  but  there  is 
one  qnestion  which  I  wish  to  address  to 
him  ia  elucidation  of  the  statement  he  has 
just  made.  I  wish  to  know  whether  tbe 
Minutes  to  be  laid  every  year  on  tbe  table 
of  the  House  by  the  Committee  of  Council 
are  to  be  understood  as  including  such 
legnUtioni  as  those  supplementary  rules 
introdooed  eighteen  months  agft— wnetiier. 


in  fact,  every  kind  of  regulation  affecting 
the  payment  of  managers  will  be  laid  on 
tbe  table  of  the  Eiouse  end  not  carried 
into  execution  until  one  calendar  month 
after  that  step  has  been  taken  f 

Mr.  H.  a.  BRUCE  :  These  regula- 
tions form  no  part  of  tbe  Code  ;  they  are 
laid  on  the  table  every  year  with  the  Report, 
and  I  am  not  aware  of  any  inteuMon  to 
depart  from  the  pracUoe  hitherto  estab- 
lished. I  have  been  extremely  cautions 
that  everything  hitherto  called  regulations, 
but  which  ought  to  form  part  of  tbe  Code, 
should  be  embod/ed  in  tbe  Code,  and  the 
noble  Lord  will  find  that  many  of  the 
matters  which  formed  snbjects  of  discus- 
sion during  the  last  Session  are  now  em- 
bodied in  the  Code. 

To  lie  on  tbe  table. 

SUPPLY. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 

Chair." 

RIOTS   AT    BELFAST  —  THE  ROYAL 
COMMISSION— PARTY  PROCESSIONS 
(IRELAND.)— QUESTION. 

Sm  HUGH  CAIRNS,  who  had  given 

notic^- 

*'To  adc  tbe  GUef  Seeretaiy  fix  Inland  a 
Question  relative  to  the  Commission  of  Inquiry 
into  the  reoent  disturbances  at  Bellast ;  and  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Honse  to  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  that  Commission,  and  to 
the  administration  of  the  Law  and  Processions  in 
Ireland  ;  and  to  move  for  Papers," 

said — Sir,  I  have  to  beg  the  attention  of 
tbe  House  for  a  short  time,  while  I  refer 
to  some  matters  of  detail  connected  with 
tbe  administration  of  tbe  law  in  Ireland. 
I  am  well  aware  of  tbe  tendency  of  Irish 
topics  to  engender,  in  the  course  of  de- 
bate, feelings  of  irritation  and  of  contro- 
versy. I  can  assure  tbe  Uoose  that  in 
the  proposition  which  I  have  to  make  I 
shall  desire,  and  I  hone  I  shall  be  able, 
to  avoid  using  a  single  word  whieh  can 
give  pain  to  any  peraon  who  hears  me. 
I  deplore  as  mneh  as  any  one  does  the 
extent  to  which  religious  and  political 
animosity  baa  prevailed  in  Ireland,  and 
it  is  not  my  object  to  excite  or  to  ag- 
gravate those  differences,  but  rather  to 
refer  to  a  matter  which  all  parties  and 
all  sections  ought  equally  to  have  at 
heart  —  I  mean  tbe  wise  and  impartial 
administration  of  the  law.  My  desire  ia 
to  invite,  and  I  hme  v%^thaM  obtain 
from  HerU^estj[,'||^grg^@^»C9^cei- 
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pluation  wfaich  wiQ  tend  to  oaliu  and 
rMwmre  the  publio  mind,  in  many  parts 

of  the  country  greatly  excited  and  dis- 
turbed by  the  occurrences  to  which  I  am 
about  to  refer.  I  will  ask  the  House  to 
allow  me,  in  the  first  place,  to  remind 
them  of  what  the  law  in  Ireland  at  the 
present  time  is  on  the  subject  of  public 
procesuoDB.  Before  the  year  1832  there 
was  no  statutory  euactmoDt  that  I  am 
aware  of  about  processions  in  Ireland. 
In  tbe  year  1832  the  present  Lord  Derby, 
then  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  as  the 
organ  of  the  Government  of  the  day. 
iotrodnced  into  this  House  and  passed 
through  it  the  first  statute  on  the  sub' 
jeet  of  processions.  That  statute  con- 
tinued ui  ione  from  1832  till  1844, 
being  renewed  from  time  to  time,  and  in 
1844  it  was  allowed  to  expire.  Now,  the 
character  of  that  «iaetment  was  simply 
this :— It  prohibited,  or  declared  illegal, 
processions  in  Irelsud  which  were  ac- 
compauied  by  certain  deacriptions  of  ban- 
ners and  music,  which  I  need  oot  at  this 
moment  describe ;  but  the  peculiarity  of 
the  ensctmoDt  was,  that  it  was  confined 
to  those  processions  which  took  place  for 
the  purpose  of  celebrating  either  an  an- 
niTersary  or  a  festiTal,  or  some  public 
event  connected  with  party  differences. 
It  applied  to  no  procession  of  any  other 
kind;  and  the  consequence  was  that  the 
statute  became  the  subject  of  much  remark 
during  the  time  that  it  continued  in  force, 
and  being  said  to  bear  upon  one  party  in 
the  conntrr  more  than  npon  another  in  a 
wa.y  that  had  not  been  intended  hr  the 
House,  Uiere  waa  a  strong  feeling  in  fa- 
vour of  its  being  either  repealed  or  al- 
lowed to  expire,  and  it  accordingly  ex- 

rired  in  the  year  1844.  In  the  year 
850,  after  tbe  lapse  of  six  years,  an 
eaactmeot  was  passed  to  replace  the  sta- 
tute which  thus  expired,  and  it  is  that 
enactment  which  is  at  present  in  force.  To 
the  words  of  that  enactment,  which  are 
very  short,  I  wiab,  if  the  House  will  allow 
me,  to  refer,  because  tbey  have  a  particular 
bearing  on  what  I  have  subsequently  to 
state.   That  statute  declares  that  — 

"  All  asiemblies  of  persoDs  in  Ireland  who  shall 
meet  and  parade  together  or  Join  in  proceasion, 
mod  who  ihall  wear  or  hmre  among  them  or  any  of 
tbom  any  flre-anns  or  other  oflbnsiTO  weapons,  or 
any  banner,  emblem,  flag,  or  aymbol,  the  duplay 
whereof  may  be  ealcolated  or  tend  to  provoke  aoi- 
moaity  between  diffsrent  elastes  of  Her  llbyeBty's 
SBbjeots,  or  iball  be  aocompaoied  by  aiqr  person  or 
peraona  plsylng  mnsie  or  dngiog  any  song  wUch 
ntf  be  ealmUated  or  teoA  to  jrovm  aabaaitj 


between  diflbrsnt  cIsmbs  otBtr  ISiAetifa  Bnt{}ect^ 
shall  be  unlawfhl  anemUies.**— [18  A 1 4  F&l.«.  9.] 

And,  tiien,  certain  provisions  are  made 
which  would  enable  the  magistrates  to  take 
steps  to  remove  those  matters  connected 
with  tbe  procession  which  may  be  objeo- 
tionable,  and  to  bring  to  justice  tbe  persons 
offending  against  the  law.  The  test  is  uot 
what  tbe  result  of  the  procession  will  be 
but  whether  the  banners,  music,  &e.,  are 
calculated  and  tend — not  whether  they  are 
intended — to  provoke  animosity  between 
different  classes  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects. 
At  tbe  time  this  Act  was  before  Parlia- 
ment, some  observations  were  made  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  in  his  place  elsewhere, 
recommending  the  Bill  to  the  attention  of 
Parliament,  and  those  observations  have 
an  important  bearing  on  tbe  statute,  fairly 
and  accurately  describing,  in  fact,  the  ob- 
jects with  which  it  was  passed  into  law. 
Lord  Clarendon,  on  that  occasion,  said  — 

"  I  trust  your  Lordshiu  will  give  your  assent 
to  a  Bill  which  ia  now  before  the  other  Uoose  for 
potting  an  end  to  all  prooeasions — a  Bill,  I  beg 
to  say,  wMob  ia  directed  against  no  particular 
party,  and  will  be  a  triumph  to  Done."— [8  B<m- 
sard,  oTiii.  9i9.] 

No  doubt  that  was  the  object  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  no  doubt  the  words  of  the  Act 
of  Parliament,  if  properly  earried  into 
operation,  would  have  that  efliwt.  In  call- 
ing attention  to  the  administration  of  the 
law  under  this  Act,  I  will  state  frankly  to 
the  House  my  own  opinion  tbe  opinion, 
of  course,  only  of  an  individual — that  I 
have  always  entertained  very  great  doubt 
about  the  wisdom  of  this  kind  of  legisla- 
tion. I  own  I  cau  hardly  help  being  sur- 
prised at  any  country  that  boasts  of  its 
freedom,  being  content  to  be  told  that  it  ia 
to  be  deprived  of  the  liberty  of  using  ban- 
ners, flags,  music,  dec,  of  any  kind.  I 
deprecate  the  wisdom  of  such  processions. 
I  thiuk  them  most  idle,  foolish,  and  ill- 
advised,  but  still  I  think  a  much  higher 
and  better  end  is  attuned  by  aoenstoming 
the  people  of  Ireland  to  tolerate  on  the 
one  side  and  the  other,  matters  which  eei^ 
taioly  we  in  England  look  upon  as  indiffe- 
rent. Another  great  defect  in  this  kind  of 
legislation  is,  that  it  is  very  apt  to  gene- 
rate suspicions  of  a  partial  administration 
of  tbe  law,  or  actual  partiality  in  its  admi- 
nistration. At  the  same  time  that  is  but 
the  opinion  of  an  individual,  and  Parlia- 
ment in  its  wisdom  has  passed  the  statute 
to  wbich  I  refer.  In  one  point  we  all 
agree,  that  whether  the  Act  of  Parliament 
was  wise  or  unwise,  desirable  or  undesir- 
able,  it  ia  above  aU  gfWf^g^fe 
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once  passed  it  should  be,  like  any  otbet- 
Act  of  Parliament,  firmly  and  impartially 
maintained  and  adminiatered  as  against 
not  one  only,  bat  all  sections  of  the  com- 
munity.   But  what  has  been  the  course 
that  has  b<een  taken  in  Ireland  under  this 
Act  of  Parliament  t    Since  1850  there 
liare  1>een  a  great  many  eoDTiotions  for 
offences  ander  the  Act.    They  have  been 
principi^lT  eonviotions  of  a  ferj  petty  and 
paltry  ebaraoter.    Small  assemblies  of 
boya  and  girls,  and  sometimes  of  adults, 
bare  been  round  transgressing  the  lav,  no 
doubt  haTO  been  proceeded  against,  and 
punished.    I  belieTe  there  was  a  rery  cele- 
brated ease  in  which  two  small  boys  were 
found  in  poBsession  of  a  very  bad  imitation 
of  a  drum.    They  were  prosecuted  before 
the  sessions,  and  duly  punished  for  the 
offence.    If  tbey  bad  been  convicted  of 
committing  a  nuisance,  no  one  would 
haTe  objected,  but  it  was  rather  magnify- 
ing a  very  small  offence  to  treat  it  as 
playing  music  tending  to  proToke  animo- 
sity between  difierent  elaises  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects.  I  will  bow  ask  the  House 
to  allow  me  to  mention  a  pftrtidalar  ease 
which  bas  oecmred  in  more  recent  timeB~ 
b  ease  in  regard  to  Which  I  make  no  com- 
plaint whateveri  but  to'  vhidi  I  adrert  in 
order  to  show  how  the  law  baa  been  applied. 
Sir,  in  the  samnMir  bdlnv  last  there  were 
half  a  docen  men  hi  a  town  called  Gilford, 
ooanty  Down,  in  the  north  of  Ir^and,  who 
were  prosecuted  for  walking  on  the  14tb  of 
July  in  a  procession,  which  bad  bannen  of 
the  character  mentioned  in  the  Act  of  Par- 
liamettt.  Tbey  were  oonvicted  at  the  Down- 
Patrick  Assizes,  and  sentenced  by  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Hayes  to  three  months'  imprisonttMBt 
rA  the  gaol  of  Down  for  being  seen  in  the 
crowd  1^  persons  who  walked  through  Gil- 
ford with  music  and  enhlems.  Evidence  was 
given  that  a  prooessioo  from  the  oonntry 
came  to  the  town.    It  was  not  contended 
that  the  prisoners  vKd  any  unUwfol  aot  ex- 
cept joimng  in  the  prooewion.    There  was 
no  qnarrel  or  oolliston,  nor  was  any  oom- 
idaint  made  to  any  of  the  police  by  any  of 
fler  Majesty's  tol^eets  offended  by  the  pro- 
i»aiBion.  These  prisoners  were  married  men  j 
with  children  ;  they  had  the  best  possible 
character  for  steadiness,  and  a  petition, 
estensirely  signed  by  Members  of  this 
House,  Hagtstrates,  Deputy  Lieutenants, 
and  other  persons  of  mpeotabilily  cogni- 
sant of  the  hot;  was  sent  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  praying  him  to  exercise  dhe 
prerogative  of  the  Crown  and  liberate  these 
men.   That  petition  was  r^osed.  The 
8irM%gh  CWnw 


men  were  not  pardoned,  and  they  terted 
out  their  full  term  of  three  ttoiithi.  I 
make  no  complaint  in  that  caM,  because 
these  men  bad  violated  the  law  as  it  stood, 
and  they  were  properly  tried  and  sentenced. 
Let  me  now  ask  the  Hoose  to  obserrd  the 
course  taken  with  regard  to  ptocesuons  of 
a  much  laiger  description.  There  wm 
two  laf^  processiotis  in  l)ublin-^e  in 
1861,  and  the  other  in  1862.  They  were 
both  extremely  large  in  nutaherA,  and  it 
was  tbe  common  opinion  in  the  eonntry 
that  they  were  accompanied  by  banners 
and  music  of  the  character  pointed  out  by 
the  Aot  of  Parliament.  There  also 
another  procession,  in  regard  to  the  fiacts 
of  which  there  is  no  dispute — the  proces- 
sion of  August  8,  1864,  in  Dublin.  We 
all  know  the  ostensible  purpose  of  this 
procession — it  was  to  lay  the  foundation 
stone  of  a  statue  to  a  man  whose  name 
will  largely  figure  in  the  history  of  Irdand, 
and  is  regarded  with  respect  ftnd  veneration 
by  many  Members  of  this  House.  It  was 
perfectly  right  for  these  parties  to  hare  a 
statue  and  a  procession  to  inangorate,  if 
nothing  were  done  in  violation  of  the  law. 
Wh&t  was  the  eourse  taken  by  the  Iridi 
Government  in  apprising  the  magistran 
and  the  constabulary  of  Ireland  as  to  tii«r 
duty  in  regard  to  pitoeessions  of  this  kind  ? 
In  1862,  a  drcnlar  was  issued  from  Dnblin 
Castle  to  all  the  magistrates  in  Ireland.  It 
was  coached  in  language  which  is  some- 
times used  in  Ireland,  but  which  is,  I  be- 
l!eve,  seldom  addressed  to  the  magistrates 
of  this  eonntiy— 

**  The  jwtioM  riioold  oadentand  that  It  it  tbelr 
bonoden  doty,  within  tbair  renectire  juriadictiwu, 
to  aot  upon  the  powera  vasteu  ia  them  tbe  law 
for  the  anppression  of  these  illegal  prooeedings  (to 
wit,  the  dIapUj  of  party  emhlems,  or  the  marching 
bt  prooeaaion  with  muaie  and  ooloors) ;  and  that 
thajr  will  be  bald  individually  and  eoUeotivefy  n- 
qransiUe  for  kbj  violation  of  thia  law  wbiob  nay 
ooonr  in  their  district,  of  whioh  it  ahall  be  found 
that  tbey  have  had  notioe,  and  wliere  it  ahall  ap- 
P*ar  that  they  have  not  made  ate  of  their  aatbo- 
rity  and  the  msau  at  their  disposal  to  lapptsss 
Booh  prooeedingi^  and  bring  «Imim  esnswued  to 
joatios." 

I  do  not  know  that  it  is  the  law,  as  known 
in  this  country,  although  it  may  be  the  law 
at  Dublin  Castle,  that  magistrates  are 
responsible  collectively  and  individually  if 
other  persons  break  the  law.  It  is  a  singv- 
lar  view  of  tbe  position  of  the  duty  of  a 
jastioe  of  the  peace,  and  a  somewhat  som- 
mary  proceeding.  As  to  the  oonntabolary, 
acircalar,  date!  June  21,  13^4,  was  ia- 
»od  from  the  Go«^|$||«i^li^^iiilia 
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Oii>d«.  md  signed  by  tha  CUef  OoniUblo. 
It  Mt  forth  that— 

'*  Ab7  pnrsoB  who  shall  pablioly  exhibit  or  di>- 
pUy  ,  .  .  aoy  baotiM-,  flag,  partf  emblflm.or 
qvibolt  or  vbo  iball  publicly  meet  and  parade 
vith  other  persona,  or  plajr  aoy  mnsio  lit  any 
pnhlio  street,  if  such  sets  are  dose  viirally  and 
Knowingly  in  saoh  a  manner  as  may  be  calculated 
or  tead  to  proT(dce  animoeity  between  diSferent 
classes  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  lead  to  a 
breach  of  the  ^ablio  peace,  is  ^piilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor.  Strict  ordna  hare  been  giTm  to  the 
oonstabolary  to  take  down  the  nanwi  and  resi- 
deooea  of  aU  oflbnden,  la  order  ihaX  they  jokj  be 
fwweeded  against." 

Tfaese  wore  the  orders  given,  one  to  the 
n^itmtea  voA  die  othw  to  the  eonstaba- 
lary.  At  to  the  proeeieioo  of  the  8th  of 
August,  the  Ciots  are  not  disputed.  I  hare 
taken  them  partly  from  two  newapapere 
which  s^mpatbiEe  with  the  objeots  of  the 
pTOceeeioD,  and  partlj  from  nie  words  of 
an  ejewitnesB,  and  I  state  the  faets  from 
these  sonrcee  that  th^  may  not  be  con- 
troverted— 

"The  procession  oeenpied  three  -  and  -  a -half 
hours  in  passing  any  gfiven  point,  and  was  esti- 
mated to  anonnt  to  from  60,900  to  60.000  men. 
Every  man  wore  some  ribands  of  white  and  green, 
either  a  rosette,  a  band  on  his  hat,  or  a  scarf, 
•ometimes  all  three.  The  aearb  were  of  green 
rilfc,  with  harps  on  them,  without  a  crown.  fRie 
roaettes  had  similar  harps  In  the  cratre.  There 
were  wands  carried  adorned  witJi  green  ribands. 
There  were  134  large  banners,  more  or  less  green, 
and  many  thousand  banncretes  all  green.  The 
green  banoen,  banncretes,  soarft,  and  rosettes, 
were  bone  not  only  by  the  wioos  trades,  but 
alee  by  sebotds  and  religions  orders.  The  batri- 
eade  in  Sackville  Street  was  kept  by  the  eoal  por- 
ters, oanyiog  sticks  adorned  with  green  ribands ; 
and  at  eaoh  corner  of  the  barricade  stood  a  man 
with  a  |Hke,  from  which  depended  a  bannerete  of 
freen  with  a  erownless  harp.  Some  of  the  ban- 
ners bad  the  emblem  of  a  '  sunbarat.'  There  were 
from  twenty  to  thirty  l)ands  of  mnsio  ;  and  times, 
well  known  as  party  tones,  such  as  '  Garryowen ' 
aod  the  '  White  Cockade,'  were  played," 

Now,  I  do  not  know  whether  we  shaU  hear 
from  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  that 
he  considers  there  was  nothii^  in  ^  this 
which  was  a  TtoUUon  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. I  recollect  the  right  hoo.  Banwet 
lading  once  in  this  House  that  it  was  a 
mistake  to  auppose  that  graeii  was  a  party 
colour  in  Ireland,  and  I  recollect,  also>  the 
amazement  which  that  statement  produ(»d 
in  Ireland.  But  I  do  not  desire  to  go  into 
the  question  whether  it  is  a  party  colour 
or  not.  There  are  no  such  wonu  in  tbjs 
Act  of  Parliament  as  *' party  colour it 
is  a  fdae  isano.  But  if  green  is  not  a  party 
colour,  there  is  no  sncE  thing  as  a  party 
ooloor  in  Ireland  at  all.  There  is  nothbg 
that  could  be  siiggatted  m  (he  eolov  of 


one  par^  as  opposed  to  tiie  oc^onr  of  anr 
ether.  If  the  right  hen.  Baronet  has  OTer 
had  leisure  to  peruse  the  ballad  literature 
of  Ireland— some  of  it  produoed  by  men 
of  the  greatest  talent  and  well  worthy  of 
perusal— he  will  find  sentiments  in  it  wnieh 
will  convince  him  what  the  ohuaoter  of 
that  eoioer  is  in  ^e  estimation  of  the  Irish 
people.  But  the  words  of  the  Act  of  Pav> 
liament  are  these— 

"  Any  flag  or  symbol  the  display  whereof  may 
be  cahiDlated  or  may  tend  to^ov^  uunwsii^ 
between  diflbreat  clasfiM  of  Her  Migesty's  snb* 

jects." 

We  all  know  enough  of  IreUnd,  vhetbier 
we  be  Irish  Members  or  not,  to  know  perr 
Cectly  well  opd  to  judge  for  ourselroii 
whether  the  state  of  things  which  I  hvm 
described  was  or  was  not  such  a*  waf  %\mt4 
At  by  the  Aet  of  Parliament^  and  intended 
by  the  Act  to  be  stamped  as  something 
which  ought  not  to  be  permitted.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  right  hon.  Geptlem^ 
may  not  say  that  no  breach  of  the  peeco 
occurred.  Now,  in  the  first  place^  the  Act 
of  Parliament  does  not  make  that  the  test;. 
In  the  next  place,  with  respect  to  the  ;uen 
of  Gijford^to  whose  case  ]  referred -r-tb^^ 
was  put  forward  as  a  reason  why  uerey 
should  be  shown  to  then  when  connoted, 
and  the  plea  was  not  received.  But  I 
would  warn  the  right  bon,  Baronet  of  the 
danger  of  pjvtUng  forsraiid  tffxj  defence  of 
this  kind,  heeiuuo  Mosequenee  will 
be  this.  If  you  say,  "  We  won't  tiAe 
notice  «f  breaches  of  the  Act  of  Parliaqeot 
where  collisions  do  not  teke  pl«ii9*"  yw 
tell  the  minority  that  their  only  hope  ^ 
having  the  hiw  enforoad  for  their  projte^ 
tion  IB  to  oanso  collision  w  as  to 
proToke  a  breach  of  the  peace ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  yea  tell  the  ms-jority 
that,  provided  they  ciw  bring  together  p, 
force  so  large  and  so  orervhelmiog  that 
there  would  be  no  danger  of  any  person 
interfering  wUb  them,  they  may  set  the 
law  at  defiance.  There  is  one  other 
consequence  which  I  wish  to  point  out  to 
the  right  hon.  Baronet.  The  moment  it 
becomes  known  that  the  QoTerament  will 
institute  proceedings  under  this  Act  pf 
Parliament  at  some  places  and  under  some 
circumstances,  but  not  w  others,  there  je 
an  end  of  oU  chance  of  your  ohtw^ng 
eonnetions  under  the  Act.  Th^  4^et  is 
.one  which  leares  a  considerable  ;amoni:^  of 
discretion  to  the  jury,  because  the  jury  baa 
to  say  in  the  first  plae^  whether  .any 
banner  or  symbol  has  .the  tendewv  ^fened 
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have  got  oonfieti<ma  op  to  this  tine  Tory 
falrlj  I  jurors  are  willing  to  convict.  Bat 
let  it  once  be  known  that  the  QoTemmeDt 
do  not  intend  to  apply  this  law  impartiallj. 
and  from  that  moment  the  jury  wilt  take 
the  law  into  their  own  hands,  and  will  re- 
fuse to  laj  that  any  violation  of  the  Act 
eomes  within  the  meaning  of  the  words, 
and  they  will  return  Terdiota  for  the  defen- 
dants. Nov  with  regard  to  this  particular 
case,  I  beliere  that  neither  at  the  time  nor 
after  it  was  any  oomplwnt  made  by  the 
Govemment  of  the  conduct  of  the  persons 
who  formed  the  proeeasion  in  Dublin,  or  of 
the  magistrates  who  aocompanied  it — for 
I  belieTO  there  were  magistrates  who  did 
accompany  the  prooetaion  and  take  part  in 
it — and  I  beliere  tho  OoTemmeDt  have 
treated  the  matter  from  that  day  to  this 
as  one  which  in  no  respect  infringed  the 
Act.  If  that  be  so,  I  ask  the  House  if 
they  are  surprised  at  what  is  said  in  a  pe- 
tition which  I  had  the  honoor  to  present, 
and  which  was  signed  by  many  thousand 
inhabitants  of  the  north  of  Ireland.  The 
petitioners 

"Pra;  7onr  honourable  House  to  tske  snob 
step!  as  in  jour  wisdom  shaU  seem  best  to  cause 
the  law  agMnst  partj  prooeesions  and  emblems 
to  be  inpmiall/  enforced  against  persons  of  what- 
ever creed  or  politici,  and  to  remove  from  the 
minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ulster  the  impression 
that  the  laws  in  qDeBtion,tboueh  general  in  their 
wording,  were  onij  intended  to  be  pnt  in  operation 
against  a  partionlar  olass  of  Her  Hi|jestj*s  snb- 
jeots." 

We  know  there  was  no  inch  intention;  but 
is  it  sarpriung  that  men— more  espeoially 
nneduoated  men — shoidd  adopt  the  opinion 
which  is  there  expressed,  and  shonld  arrive 
at  the  conclusion  that  the  Act  was  only 
intended  to  be  enforced  against  one  section 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  ?  But 
I  must  ask  the  House  to  go  a  little  beyond 
the  Procession  Law  of  Ireland.  The  Dub- 
lin procession  took  place  on  the  Sth  of 
August.  Immediately  afterwards  there 
occurred  an  event  which,  unfortunately, 
became  so  public  that  every  Gentleman  in 
this  House  most  he  aware  of  it — I  mean 
the  disturbances  and  riots  in  Belfast.  I 
am  sure  that  any  person  connected  with 
Ireland,  more  espeoially  with  Belfast,  would 
be  unable  to  speak  of  these  disturbances— 
certainly,  I  should  he  unable  to  do  so— 
without  feelings  of  pain  and  mortifloation 
—pain  and  morUfication  that  under  any 
eireumstances,  whatever  blame  is  to  be 
attached  to  any  party,  such  things  at  this 
time  of  day  should  have  taken  place  in  the 
Otherwise  happy  and  most  prosperooi  town 


of  Belfast.  I  am  not  gtaag  to  niggeit  at 
this  time — for  I  deure  as  nr  as  poasihie 

to  avoid  all  ground  of  controversy— how 
far,  or  whether  at  all,  these  distarhaneea 
are  to-be  traced  to  the  course  taken  by 
the  Government  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
cession in  Doblin.  There  is  not  the  least 
doubt  that  nine  out  of  every  ten  men  in 
the  north  of  Ireland  would  tell  you  that 
is  their  opinion.  But  I  do  not  desire 
to  inquire  into  the  fact.  It  is,  how- 
ever, beyond  doubt  that  the  minds  of 
men  were  so  much  excited  immediately 
after  this  procession  in  Dublin,  that  it  re- 
quired but  a  very  small  spark  indeed  to 
blow  that  excitement  into  a  full  flame. 
But  though  I  refer  to  the  disturbances  in 
Belfitst,  I  beg  the  House  to  understand 
that  nothing  ean  be  further  from  my  mind 
than  to  enter  into  any  detwis  widi  respeet 
to  these  disturbances.  For  this  reason- 
there  are  nearly  100  persons  wuttog  their 
trial  at  the  next  assises,  alt  accused  of 
having  committed  offences  in  connection 
with  these  disturbances,  and  I  should  be 
unwilling  that  a  word  shonld  fall  from  me 
which  should  in  any  way  affect  the  course 
of  justice.  But,  Sir,  what  I  want  the 
House  to  observe  is  the  course  which  was 
taken  by  the  Irish  Government  immediately 
upon  the  occurrence  of  these  disturbances. 
And  wben  I  say  the  Irish  Government,  I 
own  I  feel  myself  in  considerable  difficnlty 
in  knowing  what  the  Irish  Government  was 
at  that  time.  The  late  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  had  left  the  oountiy ;  wo  felt 
painfully  that  there  was  sufficient  reason 
for  his  doing  so,  and  we  deplore  the  subse- 
qnent  result.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  was 
also  absent ;  but  I  do  not  suggest  that  he 
also  had  not  good  reason  for  his  absence. 
The  Government  of  Ireland,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  is  generally  sop- 
posed  to  be  reposed  in  the  Lords  Justices. 
But  there  were  no  Lords  Justices.  [Sir 
RoBBBT  Febi.  :  There  was  the  Comman- 
der-in-Chief.] Oh  !  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  was  the  Government  of  Ireland  ?  I 
was  just  eoming  to  that.  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor was  absent  ;  the  Archbishop  of 
Dublin  was  not  present ;  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  Sir  George  Brown,  bore  upon  his 
own  shoolderB  the  whole  Government  oi 
Ireland  upon  that  ocoaaion^  Well,  what 
did  Sir  George  do  ?  There  was  in  Belfast 
a  stipendiary  magistrate.  Boo.  Uembers 
not  acquainted  with  Ireland  will  allow  mo 
to  remind  them  of  the  character  of  a  sti- 
pendiary magistrate  in  Ireland.  He  is 
n.«d«it  ia  a  partigiO^^^qgi^^^D 


837      Si<fU  st  BOfoi^       fFsBBVixr  17.  1865)    Tk»  Soyal  Cfowmmim.  838 


a  popnion*  town,  he  reoeireB  a  salary  from 
the  GoTemment,  and  is  appointed  becaase 
he  is  BDpposed  to  be  a  maBter  of  hia  pro- 
fewion^  and  bIbo  because,  being  always  on 
the  spot,  he  will  be  in  constant  commnni- 
cation  with  the  Irish  Exeeutire  at  Dublin 
Castle.  Well,  there  was  a  stipendiary  at 
Belfast,  and  we  may  assame  that  be  was 
in  daily  and  hourly  communication,  before 
and  at  the  time  m  the  disturbances,  with 
the  Oaatle,  which,  I  suppose,  means  with 
Sir  George  Brown.  That  was  not  all.  As 
soon  as  the  disturbances  broke  ont  the  Go- 
Ternment  sent  to  Belfast  six  other  stipen* 
diary  magistrates.  [Sir  Robekt  Feel  : 
No!]  I  beg  pardon.  I  am  sorry  to  be 
inaccurate.  Perhaps  there  were  seven. 
There  were  either  six  or  seren.  They 
were  withdrawn  from  other  parts  of  Ire- 
land, and  I  do  not  think  it  is  any  strong 
assumption  that  they  oomprised  the  flower 
of  the  stipendiary  magistrates  of  Ireland, 
who  were  to  relieve  the  local  magistracy 
from  any  trouble  or  anxiety,  and  to  per- 
form  any  duties  which  might  become  neces- 
sary. In  addition  to  this  Sir  George  Brown 
showed  great  vigour.  He  poured  troops 
into  Belfast — I  beliere  as  many  as  4,0U0 
within  forty-eight  hours.  He  Mut  down 
two  large  Armstrong  guns  with  their  Bsnal 
aecompanimenta,  and  a  considerable  body 
of  eavalry,  and  in  addition  there  was 
a  general  officer  with  the  troops,  Gene- 
ral  Haines.  A  rery  large  body  of  con- 
stabulary was  also  sent  to  Belfast  from 
the  neighbouring  country;  I  am  told  there 
were  as  many  as  1,800;  and  they  had  at 
their  head  an  officer  who  enjoyed  the 
advantage  of  being  a  magistrate  in  every 
county  in  Ireland,  having  been  made  so 
for  the  purpose  of  acting  there  in  a 
magisterial  character  whenever  there  was 
oocanon.  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  six  or 
seven  stipendiaries,  the  troops,  the  general 
oflBcer,  the  ArnutroDg  guns,  and  the 
constabulary,  I  am  sorry  to  Bay  that  no- 
thing on  earth  was  done.  The  constabu- 
lary were  waiting  for  the  military,  the 
military  were  waiting  for  the  guns,  the 
two  forces  together  were  waiting  for  the 
stipendiaries,  and  the  stipendiaries  did 
nothing  at  all.  The  result  was — and  it 
almost  excites  a  smile  when  one  thinks  of 
it  — the  riots  went  on  undisturbed  for 
eleven  or  twelve  days.  They  wore  them- 
selves out,  though,  I  believe,  some  vigorous 
action  by  one  of  those  various  bodies  must 
of  necessity  have  stopped  them  within 
twentj-four  hours.  What  did  the  Govern- 
ment do  next!  Aa  I  have  taid,  nearly 


100  men  were  arrested  for  participating  in 
the  riots  or  for  committing  offences  dnring 
the  riots  —  the  greater  number  for  the 
misdemeanor  of  taking  part  in  the  dis- 
turbances, hut  something  like  eighteen  or 
twenty  for  assaults  or  homicides,  or  offences 
amounting  to  felony.  Now,  the  Govern- 
ment had  two  oourses  open  to  them.  I 
suppose  at  thie  time  the  government  of 
Sir  George  Brown  was  approaching  to  an 
end,  and  perhaps  some  <u  the  Loras  Jus- 
tices had  arrived.  The  Government  mi^t 
have  issued  a  Special  Commisaion  to  try 
these  prisoners.  Bail,  in  the  first  instance, 
was  refused  for  almost  all.  Now,  I  wish 
to  deal  fairly  with  the  Government,  and  to 
make  fair  allowance  for  the  difficulty  they 
were  in.  In  issuing  a  Special  Commission 
tbere  would  hare  been  a  difficulty.  It 
might  be  said,  and  said  with  some  truth, 
that  it  wonld  have  been  unwise  to  send  a 
Special  Commission  for  the  trial  of  these 
prisoners  in  Belfast  when  the  excitement 
there  had  scarcely  passed  away;  and  there 
would  have  been  great  danger  of  renewing 
that  excitement  by  trying  these  prisoners 
so  soon  after  the  disturbances.  That  may 
be  a  reason,  and  a  very  fair  reason,  agaiuBt 
a  Special  Commission.  The  Government 
did  not  send  a  Oommission;  but  what  did 
they  do  t  The  riots  terminated  about  the 
20th  of  AugDst.  About  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember, or  the  beginning  of  October,  a 
certain  number  of  inhabitants  of  Belfast 
sent  a  deputation  to  Dublin,  and  requested 
the  authorities  at  the  Castle  to  send  down 
not  a  Special  Commission  to  try  the  pri- 
soners, but  a  Commission  of  Inquiry.  It 
was  a  private  application,  and  what  took 
place  at  it  I  have  no  means  of  knowing. 
But  it  was  publicly  announced  early  in 
October  by  those  who  made  the  application 
that  the  Government  had  assented  to  it; 
that  two  gentlemen  were  coming  down  as 
Commisuonera  for  the  purpose  of  inquiry; 
and  so  accarate  was  the  information  that 
the  names  of  the  Commissionen  were 
given.  That  was  early  in  October,  bnt  no 
intimation  was  made  to  any  of  the  authori- 
ties in  Belfast  until  about  the  6tfa  of 
November,  a  month  after  the  intentions  of 
the  Government  had  been  communicated 
to  the  deputation.  On  the  6th  or  7th  of 
November,  then,  it  was  intimated  to  the 
Mayor  of  Belfast  that  a  Commission  was 
issued,  and  that  it  was  to  sit  in  Belfast  to 
inquire  into  certain  matters  which  I  will 
presently  refer  to.  If  it  was  not  desirable 
that  there  should  be  a  Special  Commission 
«M  the  triU  of  priiioiiti^(il^©©l^ 
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exat«nent  then  praniling  in  the  towo, 
wu  it  deeinble  to  have  that  inreguUr 
eourt  ealled  a  Commiuioo  of  loqnirj, 
which  oonld  do  nothing  but  foment  ditaeo* 
non  and  ill  will  in  the  town,  and,  as  I  shall 
preMDtl;  show,  prejndice  the  ease  of  the 
nrisonen  who  etood  for  trial  i  But  there 
IB  more  about  the  Commission  to  which  I 
wish  to  refer.  The  two  Commissioners 
were  members  of  the  Irish  Bar,  Qneen's 
Coanselt  and  I  desire  to  speak  of  them 
with  all  respeet.  From  all  that  I  have 
beard  I  beuere  that  they  haTe  von  an 
honourable  phue  in  tbmr  profoHioo  by 
Aeir  eharaeter  and  abilities,  and  that  no 
azeeption  «an  be  taken  to  tbeir  eorapetence 
to  trautaet  any  bosineia  vhieh  might  he 
assigned  to  them.  Bat  there  was  one 
peculiarity  with  regard  to  them  which  seems 
to  me  to  baTO  been  very  anfortaoate.  If 
an  inquiry  like  this  was  to  satisfy  the 
public  mind  at  all,  surdy  it  was  of  the 
first  necessity  that  those  who  were  to  per- 
form judicial  fuootionB  should  be  above  the 
possibility  of  suspicion.  But  I  find  from 
the  Reports  of  this  Uouse  that  the  senior 
Commissioner,  Mr.  Barry,  a  gentleman  of 
great  eminence  and  ability,  appeared  as 
eoansel  before  a  Royal  Commission  which 
■at  in  Belfast  in  the  year  I85S,  and  which 
turned  upon  various  matters  of  local  in> 
terest  conneeted  with  the  present  inquiry, 
and  which  were  said,  ri^tly  or  wrongly, 
to  hare  borne  upon  these  diatnrbanoes. 
Before  the  CommissiOD  of  1858  Ur.  Barry 
appeared,  r^resenting  the  party  eonnected 
by  feelings  and  sympathy  with  those  who 
had  solicited  the  appointmeat  of  the  present 
Commission.  It  is  singular,  that  upon 
that  occasion  Mr.  Barry  protested  against 
the  inquiry  as  unoonstitotional,  though  it 
possessed,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  very 
much  greater  authority  than  this  inquiry, 
for  that  of  1858  took  place  by  virtue  of  a 
Royal  Commission,  whereas  the  other  was 
instituted  by  the  authority  of  Sir  George 
Brown.  So  much  for  what  happened 
before  the  Cemmission  sat.  But  that  is 
not  all.  Remember  that  the  Government 
itself  was  upon  ita  trial,  because  one  of 
the  very  things  which  almost  everybody  on 
the  spot  complained  of  was  that  in  spite 
of  troops,  ooostabnlary,  and  stipendiaries, 
the  Government  had  taken  no  effectual 
means  whatever  to  sopfvess  the  riota.  An 
inquiry,  therefore,  into  tbe  subject  of  the 
riots  was,  and  must  have  been,  an  inquiry 
more  or  less  affisctiog  the  conduct  and  the 
responsibility  of  the  Government.  Bat 
i*^t  have  tbe  GofecnnMnt  doM  with 
SirM^k  Cmrm 


respeet  to  Ur.  Barry,  as  to  whose  honour 
ana  eondoet  I  make  no  complaint  f  Why, 
before  tbe  Report  of  the  Commission  had 
been  presented  to  tite  House  they  have 
appointed  him  one  of  the  Law  Adrisers  of 
the  Crown.  1  say  again,  that  I  attach  no 
Uame  to  Mr.  Barry,  bat  blame  is  to  be 
attached  to  those  who  have  put  him  into  a 
false  position.  He  has  now  to  make  his 
report  upon  these  matters,  as  to  whieh 
the  Goverameot  were  upon  their  trial,  at 
the  very  time  he  is  the  Lav  Officer  of  the 
Oovemment.  and  the  Law  Adviser  of  tbe 
Castle  at  Dublin.  Suppose  it  ware  the 
opinioQ  of  Hr.  Barry  that  these  disturb- 
ances vent  to  the  pitch  they  did  by  reason 
of  some  fiulure  of  dnty  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  in  what  way,  and  with  what 
grace,  would  tbe  Law  Advisw  of  the  Govern- 
ment make  a  report  to  that  effect  ?  I 
desire  now  to  say  a  word  as  to  the  scope 
and  object  of  this  Commissimi.  I  hold  in 
my  hsnd  the  authority  nnder  which  these 
gentlemen  professed  to  act,  and  whieh  they 
said  was  their  instrnetion  for  holding  an 
inquiry  in  Belfast.  This  House  will  be  sup* 
prjjMd  to  liear  that  tbe  warrant  is  signed 
"G.  Brown,  General."  This  is,  I  think, 
the  first  time  that  a  Commissim  of  Inquiry 
has  been  b^  under  the  warrant  of  a 
General  Oflioeri  and  I  hope  that  tbe  Chief 
Seeretaiy  for  Ireland  will  explain  bow  it 
happened  that,  on  the  3id  «  Novenber, 
1864,  Sir  George  Brown  issued  a  Commie- 
stoo  of  Inquiry  iu  the  nasae  of  the  Lords 
Justices,  oouQtersi^ud  by  himself  as 
General  officer.  Bat  the  more  important 
matter  was  what  these  gentlemen  were  to 
inquire  into :  and  I  pray  tbe  House  to 
observe  bow  studiously  tbe  Government 
evaded  the  possibility  of  iaoulpatiug  them< 
selves,  and  auggested  the  possibility  of 
inculpating  seme  one  else.  Tbe  varraot 
stated  — 

"W*  do  hereby  aatboriie  and  direct  70a, 
Charles  Robert  Bury  and  Richard  Dowse,  EHrs., 
two  of  Her  Majeaty's  couniel-at-Uw,  to  bold  a 
ooart  of  inqairyat  Bel&at,  aforesaid,  on  Satnrdajr, 
the  12tb  day  of  NoTember  inatant,  and  following 
days,  and  to  iuqnire  into  tbe  existing  local  ar- 
rangements for  tbe  prsservatiso  of  tbe  poaoa  of 
that  boroDf^  the  maBagement  and  jansdiotioa 
exercised  within  it,  and  tbe  amonnt,  andoonititn- 
tioD,  and  efficiency  of  the  police  force  aiaally 
available  there  ;  the  proceedings  taken  hj  the 
magistrates  and  other  local  antboritiee  towards 
the  Novention  or  supinessioB  of  tbe  said  riots 
and  distarbsnoes  :  and  wbrther  these  autbarities 
and  tbe  existing  polioe  foros  are  adequate  to  tbo 
fiitnre  maintenance  of  order  and  tranquillity  within 
tbe  boTOQ^  ;  and  whether  any  and  what  ehangee 
ought  to  be  made  ia  tbe  loosl  jgugisterial  and 
BOliaM  iiiii^iatia&.  tuaas— t— M/arir— lahHs^ 


tkb  pabUt  poMW  and  the  pmwutien  w  pms^ 
•iipprenioD  of  riot  ud  disorder." 

So  thftt  it  appears  W  the  warrut  that  in  thU 
iaquirj  the  oause  of  the  riots,  the  means  of 
prerentiiig  them  in  fittura,  Uie  coDduot  of 
the  stipendiary  magistrates  ameaable  to 
tile  QoTomment,  tho  eondaet  of  the  Oo^ 
Temment  itself,  the  foree  mt  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  GoTomment — all  of  which,  if 
there  were  to  he  inquiry  at  all,  were  sorely 
proper  aubjeets  for  it—were  to  be  entirely 
Ignored,  and  the  investigation  was  to 
M  limited  to  the  aeta  of  the  local  police 
and  the  local  magistrates.  Thero  is  a  still 
more  singular  feature  oonneoted  with  this 
case.  Will  the  Honse  believe  that  under 
ft  Bojal  CenmiisioBi  in  1857,  iesned  by 
ihe  present  Gonnimeat»  the  identical 
natters  deaeribad  ia  this  warrant  had  all 
been  inqaired  into  and  reported  on  ?  For 
the  duties  of  the  Royat  Cenmiaaon  of  1857 
were  thos  stated — 

"To  inqaire  into  tba  loesl  axmigsmeiits  for 
tiie  preaorntioD  of  the  pesoe  and  tbs  nippramoB 
ofriotanddiMrderinBel&st,  tiie  broe  atwUlr 
avaUable  there  Ibr  such  potposes,  and  theadeqnaoy 
of  rooh  proTuioDfl  fer  the  maintenanoe  of  peace, 
order,  and  traaqaUIi^.  And,  generally,  to  m^e 
snehinqoirj  inthe  premisiflSBS  to  you  shall  seem 
preper  and  expedient.** 

So  that  the  very  same  words  used  in  refer- 
ence to  the  inquiry  last  yesr  were  the 
words  addressed  in  1857  to  the  Commis- 
sioners then  appointed,  who  inqnired  into  the 
riots  of  that  year,  the  force  at  the  disposal 
ef  the  local  magistrates,  and  the  power  of 
those  magistrates,  and  who  reported  in 
these  very  significant  words — 

"  Then  matters  lead  na  to  believe  that  in  the 
oonttitution  of  the  present  poltoe  foroo  there  are 
ierioos  errors,  catling  for  immediate  remedy — and 
to  reoommend  that  a  total  ohange  shoald  be 
effected  in  the  mode  of  appointment  and  tbe 
management  of  the  local  poUoe  of  Belfa«t,  We 
think  the  late  riots  have  made  this  step  one  that 
recommends  Itself  to  every  calm  thinking  and 
reasonable  man  in  Bdbst,  and  we  hardly  thhtk  it 
eoold  And  opponsnts  even  anuMg  the  wannest 
partisans." 

If,  therefore,  the  Chief  Seeretary  for  Ire- 
land ■hould  teU  me  that  the  Ooremmeat 
issned  tiie  Oommission  of  laat  year  to  in- 
quire into  the  constitution  of  the  police  foree, 
*  and  to  see  whether  it  was  adequate  for  the 
suppression  of  riots,  my  answer  is,  that  yon 
made  that  inquiry  before  when  a  Commis- 
sion sat  for  three  woeks,  at  the  expense  of 
many  thousand  pounds  to  the  pDblio,and  the 
Commissioners  reported  that  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  police  foree  called  for  immediate 
ebuig*.    Wliftt  did  the  OoTWnnmt  do 


upon  that  Baport  of  1857;  I  mean  the  Oo> 
Temraent  who  issued  the  Conmission } 
Why,  Aotiiing.  Nothing  from  that  day  to 
this.  Tree  it  is,  when  my  noble  Friend 
the  Member  fer  Cockennooth  (Lord  Naas) 
was  Chief  Secretary  fbr  Irehtad,  in  1858, 
be,  finding  this  Report  made  to  the  Crown, 
felt  it  his  duty  to  lay  on  the  table  a  Bill 
to  carry  out  tiie  reoommradatiMis  of  the 
Report;  and,  at  the  same  time,  proposed 
regulations  with  reapeet  to  the  police  of 
Dublin.  I  wdl  recollect  the  opposition 
given  to  that  Bill  by  those  who  were  in 
opposition  to  the  tiiea  Goremvaenti  No 
doubt  a  great  part  of  ihftt  opposition  waa 
directed  against  that  portion  of  the  Bill 
whieb  affseted  Dublin ;  but  the  result  was 
that  the  KU  was  oUiged  to  be  abandoned, 
and  the  Goremment,  who  issned  the  Com- 
mission of  1857,  and  who  again  came  into 
office  and  have  since  held  office  np  to  the 
present  time,  did  nothing  whatever  in  spite 
of  th«  Btotement  of  their  own  Gommiesron 
of  1857,  that  the  inefficiency  of  the  police 
had  been  the  cause  of  the  riots,  might  ag- 
gravate any  future  nots  in  the  town  of 
Belfast,  and  that  the  constitntiott  oS  the 
force  required  an  immediate  alteration.  So 
much  for  the  scope  of  the  inquiry  of  last 
yew,  and  now  I  oome  to  say  a  few  words 
with  respeet  to  the  proceedings  which  took 
pla«e  under  it.  After  the  issue  vi  the 
Commission,  the  Commissioners  went  to 
Belfast  aad  sat  twenty-two  daya  in  alL 
There  was,  no  doubt,  very  great  excite- 
ment in  eonsequence  ol  this  inquiry.  The 
Commissioners  announced,  inunediately 
after  commencing  their  aittings,  that, 
though  they  were  a  court  of  inquiry,  they 
did  not  propose  to  be  bound  by  any  rales 
of  evideooe,  or  to  take  evidence  on  oath. 
They  also  annonooed  that  they  had  no 
power  to  compel  any  person  to  attend  as 
a  witness  before  tiiem.  Now,  ask  the 
House  to  consider  what  the  result  of 
these  three  infirmities,  if  they  may  be  so 
called,  en  the  part  of  the  Commissioners 
mast  be.  If  wey  were  not  prepared  to 
adhere  to  any  rules  of  legal  evidenea, 
the  result  would  be  that  beanay,  gosMp, 
e^nions,  impmsions.  anything,  everything 
but  facts  would  be  repeated  to  them.  Then, 
if  they  could  not  hear  endenee  on  oath, 
there  could  not  be  the  aafeguard— one  vi 
the  greatest  protections  for  those  affected 
by  evidence  —  the  safeguard  of  an  oath, 
which  to  most  minds  at  lea^  is  a  oheok 
agamst  &Ise  witttesase,  and  erroneous 
iststMaenta.   Laetly,  and  worst  of  all,  if 
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any  vitaess,  the  reBolt  would  be  that 
thej  would  he  at  the  mercy  ef  Tolun- 
teera  and  partisans,  who  oame  forward 
with  evidence  of  little  value,  and  such  as 
might  ohanee  to  oome  before  the  Commis- 
sion; while  the  attendance  of  witnesses  who 
wonld  be  impartial,  and  their  evidence, 
therefore,  of  the  greatest  valae,  the  Com- 
mianoDers  were  unable  to  compel.  It  was 
not  surprising  that  one  of  the  first  things 
that  happened  was  this : — There  being 
nearly  100  men  viuting  for  trial  at  the 
Spring  Assises,  a  legal  gentleman,  who 
represented  a  large  number  of  them, 
handed  in  the  following  protest  :— 

«To  Mflsart.  Barrf,  4.O.,  and  Dowse.  Q.O., 
Commlssionert,  Ao. — I,  the  iuiderai^«d,  Jamea 
H'LeaOt  solicitor  for  varlona  parties  afaioat 
whom  informationi  have  been  tuen  for  aTleged 
participation  in  tbe  late  riots  in  this  town,  and  who 
are  now  either  out  upon  hail  or  in  custody  {as  the 
case  may  he),  protest  against  your  ^tromeding 
vpon  the  inquiij  now  openecl,  and  aiBign  the  fol- 
lowing reasons: — 1.  That  the  CommiBsioDers 
have  no  power  to  oompel  the  attendance  of  wit- 
DOBses,  and  consequently  that  witnesses  who 
come  forward  will  do  lo  volantarily,  and  in  many 
eases  must,  therefore,  be  tainted  with  suapioion, 
3.  That  the  Commisaionera  hare  not  the  power  to 
administer  an  oath,  and  that  false  witnesses  can- 
not, therefore,  be  prosecuted  for  pei^ury.  3.  That 
Btstementa  may  he  made  by  auoh  witnesses  affect- 
ing the  cases  of  the  persona  on  wboee  behalf  I 
protest ;  and  which  statements,  as  tbCTOOuld  not 
be  anticipated,  cannot  be  prevented  mm  b^i^ 
made  by  the  Commiaaiouers." 

That  proteat,  though  a  very  proper  one, 
was  disregarded,  and  the  Commission  was 
proeeeded  with.  Now,  as  &r  as  I  under- 
atand,  the  usual  course  pursued  in  Commis- 
■ions  has  been  for  the  Commissioners  to 
sayto  persons  coming  forward  voluntarily, 
'*  We  will  ask  yon  questions  on  points  oo 
which  we  wish  to  have  information,  but  we 
will  protect  you  from  imputations  and  cross- 
examinations."  Instead  of  this,  oounsel 
appeared  on  behalf  of  those  who  bad  asked 
for  the  Commission.  That  oounsel  did  not 
state  or  all^e  a  case  against  any  par- 
tieular  person,  but  called  witness  after 
witness  who  came  forward  as  volunteers; 
he  eiamined  every  witness  on  every  sub- 
ject, which  appeared  lo  him  interest- 
ing or  profitable  for  the  tine  being. 
I  do  not  find  fault  with  him,  as  no 
oheek  was  imposed  by  the  Commis- 
aionera. He  went  into  an  examination  of 
the  evidence  which  ia  to  be  made  the 
foundation  of  charges  of  homicide  against 
a  number  of  men  awaiting  their  trial,  and 
vritnesses  were  examined  as  to  the  acts  and 
conduct  of  a  magistrate  who  was  stated  at 
the  time  to  he  absent  ia  Italy  in  oomo 
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qnenee  of  ill  liealth,  and  who,  though  per- 
haps not  aware  ef  tbe  Commission  of  In- 
quiry, will  read  in  the  report  charge  after 
charge  against  him.  Again,  in  tbe  Com- 
mission, as  I  have  pointed  out,  there  was 
nothing  whioh  required  the  Commisaiooers 
to  go  into  the  origin  or  cause  of  the  riots. 
But  the  eridenoe  went  into  that.  State- 
ment after  statement  was  made  as  to 
gossip,  as  to  impressions,  surmise,  and 
opinion  upon  everything  connected  with 
the  riots  from  beginning  to  end,  after  the 
Commissioners  had  said  that  they  had  net 
tbe  power  and  did  not  wish  to  go  into  any 
evidence  of  that  kind.  I  ask  ih»  House, 
then — for  this  is  the  important  part  of  the 
case — to  consider  what  the  effect  of  this  is 
upon  the  prisoners  who  are  awaiting  their 
trial  at  the  Spring  Assizes.  And  what 
about  its  effect  upon  the  jurors?  The 
jurors  are  to  be  taken  from  a  panel  of  per- 
sons who  serve  on  the  Belfast  juries.  Tbey 
have  heard  a  rehearsal  for  twenty-two  days 
of  tbe  whole  of  the  events  which  are  to  be- 
come the  subject  of  the  charge  against  these 
prisoners  ;  tbey  have  heard  these  events  dis- 
cussed in  heat  and  in  partisanship  ;  they 
have  beard  them  discussed  by  volunteer  wit- 
nesses coming  forward  for  a  proceeding  that 
was  practically  ex  parte;  they  have  neaid 
them  discussed  wiUi  statements  made  not 
under  (be  sanction  of  an  oath,  statements 
made  without  any  proper  oroas-examioa- 
tiou,  statements  made  by  those  who  showed 
by  tite  very  fact  of  their  coming  forward  as 
volunteers  to  give  thm  evidence  that  they 
were  partisans  and  not  indifferent  wit- 
nesses. Now,  I  say,  how  is  it  possible  for 
jurors  to  keep  their  minds  even  and  un- 
biassed in  the  face  ef  a  rehearsal  of  that 
kind,  lasting  for  twenty-two  days  and  ex- 
citing tbe  town  beyond  measure  ?  And 
how  can  the  prisoners  have  a  fair  trial  at 
the  hands  of  juries  constituted  after  a  Com* 
mission  of  that  character  has  sat?  But 
observe  bow  it  stands  as  to  the  witnesses. 
Who  are  tbe  witnesses  who  would  naturally 
be  called  upon  tbe  trial  of  these  men  ? 
Why,  clearly  the  local  police,  the  consta- 
bulary, any  of  the  military  who  witnessed 
any  of  the  events  in  qneaUon,  and  such 
spectators  and  other  persona  as  could  give 
evidence  in  regard  to  them.  But  in  re-  * 
spect  to  these  persons,  I  do  not  say  that 
all,  but  a  very  large  number  of  them  have 
been  examined  before  this  Commission  ; 
tbey  have  rehearsed  their  evidence,  thej 
have  given  it  not  upon  oath,  not  with  a 
proper  examination,  not  with  any  attention 
(otheruleief  OT^,^,,Oo)^tlEwn 
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in  the  BligbteBt  degree  to  inabuate  that 
aoy  of  them  would  be  gailtj  of  wilful  false- 
hood, bat  I  say  tbe  humao  mind  U  so  con- 
Btituted  that,  after  an  inquiry  of  that 
deBcription  months  before,  it  beeomeB 
waiped  and  biassed  so  as  to  make  it  im- 
posuble  to  get  the  exact  tmtU  from  such 
witoesseB,  I  em  asked  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  to  wait  for  the  Report  of  the 
Commission  before  adTerUog  to  these  oir- 
onmstanees ;  but  it  seems  to  me  of  Utile 
eonsequenee  what  the  natare  of  that  Re- 
port maj  be.  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  the 
Chief  Secretary  that  the  Report  will  be 
laid  on  the  table,  though  it  may  be  said  of  it 
that  it  will  go  oat  without  antbortty  and  come 
back  without  respect.  But  in  the  mean- 
time an  incalculable  eril  will  be  done  to  the 
admioistrstion  of  justice  with  regard  to  the 
prisoners  standing  for  trial.  I  must  say  a 
word  about  CommissionB  of  Inquiry.  Where 
they  deal  with  matters  of  detail,  matters  of 
departmental  administration,  matters  where 
no  pablio  feeling  is  excited,  and  matters 
with  which  no  criminal  charge  can  be  con- 
neeted,  I  do  not  say  that  CommisBioos  of 
Inqniry  may  not  be  perfectly  legitimate 
and  extremely  useful.  But  I  maintain— 
and  I  trust  the  House  will  stand  firm  to 
the  same  opinion — ^that  whererer  you  hare 
a  Commission  of  Inquiry  whieh  obstrootB 
the  administration  m  jastiee  it  is  onoon- 
stitational.  The  only  thing  that  can  rescoe 
any  norel  Commission  of  Inquiry  from  tbe 
charge  of  being  unconstitutional  is  the  cir- 
enmstanee  that  it  can  do  no  harm.  If  it 
prejodioes  the  trial  of  indiriduals  or  inter- 
feres with  the  due  course  of  justice,  then  I 
hold  it  to  be  unconBtitutional.  I  would 
refer  tbe  House  on  this  point  to  some 
words  of  Lord  Coke,  which  I  think  ought 
to  be  borne  in  mind  by  those  who  issue 
these  Commissions.  We  have  also  the 
opinion  of  the  whole  of  the  Judges  at  the 
same  period ;  but  Lord  Coke  says,  that 
two  eenturies  and  a  half  ago — 

"  CommiHiona  were  directed  to  divers  Com- 
nui^ooera  in  nriooa  coonties  to  inquire  of  d»- 
|iopolatioo  of  hoosee,  oooTertiog  of  ar»ble  land 
into  Mature,  Ao.  But  the  Conuniasioners  sboold 
not  am  any  power  to  bear  and  determine  the 
said  oflbnoes,  but  only  to  inqnire  of  them.  And  it 
waa  resolved  kll  Uie  Jadgea  that  these  Com* 
missions  were  agsinat  Uw  for  theae  resaona 
|.unoDg  others]  : — for  thia,  that  it  was  only  to  in- 
qoire,  whioh  is  against  Uw ;  for  by  this  s  man 
ma.j  be  onjastly  aocnsed  by  perjory,  and  he  shall 
not  have  any  remedy.  Also,  the  party  may  be 
de&med  and  abatl  not  have  any  traverse  to  it." 

Bnt  if  that  be  so,  if  the  mere  chance  that 
there  may  be  a  false  aecosation  made  where 
the  penon  nakbg  U  ouaot  be  puniihed 


for  peijury,  or  that  there  may  be  a  person 
defamed  without  his  haring  any  traverse — 
if  that  be  a  reason  agunst  the  issue  of  a 
Commission  of  Inquiry,  what  is  to  be  said 
if  the  CommisBion  warps  and  perrertB  the 
course  of  justice  to  the  prejudice  of  men 
awaiting  their  trial  ?  Sir,  I  have  brought 
thiB  matter  before  the  House  becaase  I 
thought  it  oagfat  to  be  taken  notice  of. 
With  regard  to  the  papers  I  wish  to  more 
for,  I  understand  there  is  no  olneetion  to 
Uieir  production,  and  perhaps  it  will  be 
more  convenient  to  the  Hoose  if  that  part 
of  the  Uotion  is  taken  as  an  unopposed 
Motion  at  soma  other  time.  The  questions 
I  wish  to  ask  tbe  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land are — 1st,  When  are  we  to  have  the  Re- 
port of  this  Commission,  and  next,  by  whom 
the  Commission  was  issued,  whether  by 
Sir  George  Brown  or  by  the  Lords  Jas- 
tices  ?  I  have  also  laid  before  the  HouBe, 
with  no  exaggeration,  and  certainly  with 
no  desire  to  give  offence,  the  larger  ques- 
tion as  to  the  administration  of  the  law 
with  regard  to  processions  in  Ireland.  I 
greatly  fear  that  it  is  impossible  to  arrive 
at  the  coaclnsion  tbat  there  have  not  been 
in  the  administration  of  tbat  law,  and  also 
in  connection  with  this  Commission  of  In- 
quiry, some  want  of  impartiality  and  some 
want  of  wisdom  on  the  part  of  the  Irish 
Government.  I  have  heard  Members  eom- 
pUining  of  the  oharacter  of  the  legislation 
for  Ireland  whioh  springs  from  oar  Parlia- 
ments, and  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  some 
of  our  legislation  is  not  open  to  some  of 
the  charges  made  agaioBt  it ;  but  I  am 
satisfied  that  there  is  one  thing  which  is 
even  worse  than  bad  legislation,  and  that 
is  a  bad  administration  of  the  laws  whioh 
exist.  I  believe  that  nothing  is  more 
galling  to  an  intelUgent  and  high-spirited 
people  than  the  idea  that  there  is  any 
attempt  to  administer  the  law  differeotiy 
towards  different  sections  of  the  commn- 
nity.  What  Sir  John  Davis  said  two  cen- 
turies and  a  half  ago  is  true  of  Ireland 
still.  Speaking  of  his  intmsting  travels 
through  tbe  coontrj*  Sir  John  Davis  re- 
marked— 

"Tbereiaaopeoide  under  the  sun  tbat  doth 
better  like  in^flbrent  juUea^  and  will  reit  better 
aatiafled  with  tbe  szeoatini  ec  the  law,  though  it 
be  against  thsmsalvcs,  so  that  they  have  tlie  pro- 
tection aod  benefit  of  the  law  when  they  deserve 
it." 

I  trast  that  we  shall  have  in  this  matter 
some  explanation  from  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet or  the  Govemmeot.  Certainly,  if  we 
ban  not,  I  PHirt  «B|«,e*!?  Q^fe 
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khe  Mrlieit  in  my  power,  of  entering  my 
protest  against  that  which  I  cannot  avoid 
calling  a  grare  failare  and  aeriona  mis- 
carriage  in  the  administration  of  the  law. 

Sffl  ROBERT  PEEL:  Sir,  being single- 
handed  in  re^reflenUng  the  QoTemment  ctf 
Ireluid  in  thia  Honae,  I  feet  that  I  rise 
under  omuuderable  diaadrantage  to  answer 
80  able  a  apeaker  aa  Uie  hon.  and  learned 
JCember  for  Belfast,  and  for  that  reaaon  I 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Hooaa  while  I 
endeaTonr,  to  iha  best  of  m;  power,  to 
follow  the  obaerrationi  which  he  has  ad- 
dreiaed  to  aa.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  tbenght 
at  all  to  diapnte  the  right  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Uember  to  consult  what  he  no 
doubt  eoDceires  to  be  the  interest  of  his 
constitnenta  in  bringing  this  aabjeet  before 
the  Hooae  on  the  present  occasion.  Neither 
am  I  onwilling  to  acknowledge  the  tempe- 
rate manner,  upon  (he  whole,  in  which  he 
has  submitted  his  remarks  to  ns.  In  the 
oouree  of  those  remarks  be  referred  to  the 
unhappy  disturbances  at  Belfast.  I  can, 
on  behalf  of  the  Oovemment,  cordially 
concur  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
in  the  expresaion  of  deep  and  heartfelt 
regret  at  the  punfol  eiroumstanoea  and 
the  unhappy  differeneea  which  occurred  in 
that  town  last  August.  But  I  would  pat 
it  to  the  House  whether,  laying  aside  coo- 
aiderationa  of  loeal  interest,  it  would  not 
have  been  better,  upon  public  gronnda,  if 
thu  Motion  had  been  postponed  ;  whether 
Uie  Uotion  is  not  to  some  extent  premature 
and  ioopportooe.  I  ask  whether  in  the 
interests  of  all  parties  ooneemed,  in  the 
intereata  of  justice,  on  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  laid  such  atreas,  in  the 
intereata  of  that  public  order  to  which  sec- 
tarian animosities  are  so  inimical,  it  would 
not  hare  been  infinitely  preferable  to  defer 
the  bringing  forward  of  this  Moticm,  at 
least  until  the  Report  of  the  Commission- 
era,  together  with  the  eridenoe  taken  before 
them,  had  been  laid  on  the  t*ble  of  the 
House.  Now,  I  told  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  other  day  that  that  Report 
would  be  fortheoning  in  a  Terr  abort  time. 
Anparently  he  haa  not  thought  fit  to  watt 
till  that  time  arrirea,  but  in  spite  of  the 
suggestion  made  to  him  by  u  hon.  Gentle- 
man beh>w  the  gangway,  he  has  peratated 
in  entering  upon  tms  question  now.  I  do 
not  find  any  fault  with  Lim  on  that  gronnd. 
I  will  not  shrink  from  meeting  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  fairly  on  the  iaanes 
which  he  haa  placed  before  the  Houae. 
One  of  theae  issues  ia  aa  to  the  admiiua- 
tntioB  of  the  law  i^puut  proetMUU  in 
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Ireland.  I  maintain  that  the  aeUon  of  tbo 
GoTemment  has  proceeded  on  a  striotly 
conatitutional  interpretatiwi  of  the  law  aa 
it  exista.  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  ahow 
that  to  the  House.  I  hope  I  shall  be  abl« 
to  rindlcate  the  Goremnient  as  far  aa  r»- 
e^rda  that  important  paragraph  <rf  the 
notice  whioh  the  hem.  and  learned  Gratle- 
man  has  put  on  the  paper.  The  boo.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  in  the  opening  (tf  hia 
remarks,  alluded  to  what  he  ealled  the 
impartial  odminiatratioD  of  the  law,  eri- 
dently  with  the  riaw  of  leading  the  Houae 
to  beliere  that  the  preaent  Ooremment, 
as  regards  tiie  Law  of  Proeeaaiona  unee 
the  Act  of  1850,  had  not  been  impartial  ia 
their  adminiatraUon  ;  and  he  alluded  par- 
tieularly  to  the  eoae  at  Gilford  near  Belfaat, 
and  to  the  recent  O'Connell  procession  la 
Dublin.  Now,  I  should  like  to  refer  to 
the  course  of  legislation  as  regards  thia 
subject.  It  waa  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  but  one  or  two 
particnlara  were  omitted  which  it  may  be 
as  well  to  supply.  It  ia  perfectly  true  that 
before  1 832  Uie  law  in  Ireland  was  aa  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  atated— that 
is,  before  1 833  a  party  proeeesion  baling 
a  tendency  to  break  toe  peace  waa  eon- 
sida^  a  nuademeonor  at  oommoa  law  i 
but  the  magiatratea  had  great  difficulty  aa 
to  the  oonraa  whieh  they  ahonU  parane, 
and  the  queation  which  rendered  the  in- 
cerferenee  of  a  magialrate  ao  diSenlt  waa 
that  08  to  the  predse  moment  when  theae 
meetings  became  ill^al,  the  magiatrate 
should  have  the  oath  of  an  infonnw  de- 
claring his  apprehenaian  that  a  breach  of 
the  peace  would  ensue;  and  even  when 
that  oath  waa  obtained  the  magistrate  had 
to  exerciae  his  discretion  lest  he  should 
interfere  with  an  assembly  that  waa  per- 
fectly legal,  er  ahonld  admit  a  meeting  te 
continue  which  was  illegal.  That  being 
so,  the  GoTemment  of  tliat  day— Lord 
Derby  being  then  the  Whig  Secretary  fer 
Ireland— introduced  a  measure  in  1832, 
and  that  meaaure  the  hen.  awl  learned 
Gentleman  would  have  the  Honae  to  Infer 
waa  direeted  wainat  general  proeeaaiona 
of  all  kinds ;  but  the  real  truth  ii,  the 
measure  introdneed  by  Mr.  Btanley  hod 
direet  nrferenoe  to  the  Orange  proeeaaiona 
in  the  north.  What  were  the  remarks  of 
Lord  Derby,  then  the  Whig  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  in  inbvdimng  that  naaanre  f— • 

"Haaoknowladged  that  the  tiUe  of  the  Bill 
was  oaleolated  to  awaken  eoastitatiODal  jealoiujr ; 
at  the  ssma  thus,  In  the  prori^tv  gf  tba^ 
IM  thsn  waa  nelUB|;^ft|^gt^0^ 
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"To  oelobnte  tb«  UUb  of  tbs  Bofoa  and  tbt 
birthday  of  King  WiUlam  would  bare  little  efbct 
io  this  couDtiy ;  but  the  battle  of  the  Bojroe  wu 
commemorated  in  Inland  with  the  view  of  cele- 
hrating  the  deftet  of  the  Roman  Catholios.  Thero 
oould  be  no  other  object  in  view,  and  be  thereftre 
most  anxiooaly  wiahed  that  this  tource  (tf  irrita- 
tion shonld  be  pat  an  end  to."— 4*8  Smiard.  xiii. 
724.]  -1.  "I 

I  have  therefore,  I  think,  clearlj  shown 
that  the  impression  of  Parliament  at  that 
time  was  that  the  measure  was,  in  truth, 
directed  against  the  annirersary  celehra- 
tiooB  of  the  Orange  party  in  the  north  of 
Irelancl.  As  was  juatlj  stated  by  the  hoa. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  that  Bill  was 
renewed  soTeral  times.  It  continued  in 
force  for  fire  years,  bat  it  was  renewed  in 
1838,  and  again  in  1844.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  however,  fell  into  a 


■dvoeaia  of  the  most  eztnulre  politkat  liberty. 
The  ol^ofUeBmwasiiottoMterthemaDl- 
ftttation  of  politioal  opinion  in  any  wajr  whatever. 
His  Bill  was  direoted  against  party  prooeuions 
eonneeted  witii  religions  snhjeota.  and  oalonlated 
to  maintain  and  prolong  religions  animosities, 
which  moved  with  banners  exciting  angry  feelingi, 
and  which  were  not  an&eqoently  armed,  ready  to 
meet  the  confliota  ikej  provoked."— {8  Eaiuard, 
m.  717.] 

It  is  quite  evident,  therefore,  from  the  dis- 
euHion  which  took  place  at  the  time,  that 
the  object  of  the  Whig  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land of  that  day  was  directly  against  the 
Orange  processions  in  the  north.  ["No!"] 
There  oan,  I  believe,  be  no  doabt  on  the 
Sttbjeet.  There  had  been  serious  rioting 
in  the  north  in  1831,  and  the  Government 
were  therefore  indueed  to  bring  forward 
this  measure.  I  will  not  refer  to  the  pro- 
viatons  of  the  Ae^thej  ban  been  alluded 
to  by  the  bon.  ttod  leurned  Geatlnnan — 
bat  they  .are  very  distiootly  to  the  pout. 
The  Act  was  not  against  processions  in 
genml,  but  against  those  which  celebrated 
or  eommenwrated  feetivals,  anniversaries, 
aod  political  events  connected  with  reli- 
gious and  other  differences.  What  was  the 
eoarse  which  the  House  took  on  that  occa- 
sion ?  Mr.  O'Connell  was  then  in  the 
House,  and  he  most  violently  attacked  Ur. 
Stanley,  fflaiotaining  that  if  the  magis- 
trates were  not  partisans  the  law  was 
enScient  to  down  these  proeessioas,  and 
oomplaining  Uiat  the  Oovemment  allowed 
them  to  negteet  their  duties.  As  regards 
the  Orange  prooeaeions,  he  mentioned  a 
eurioas  fact: — 

"Tfa^  were  for  many  years  subject  to  no 
hind  of  jeeloosy  with  the  CstboUos;  w  the  con- 
trary, in  the  year  1783.  tto  first  vclonteer  corps 
vhioh  fired  a  salnte  before  the  statue  of  King 
William  ni.  in  DobUn  was  the  Irish  Catholic 
Brigade,  commanded  by  •  the  Marqness  Welles- 
ley.  So  fitf  from  any  jealousy  being  entertained 
with  refweaoe  to  the  eve&ta  oommcmon^  on 
that  oooasioo,  there  was  not  a  Catholic  who  did 
net  remee  to  refieot  that  King  William  snoeeeded 
and  that  King  James  was  defeated.  There  was 
not  a  Catholic  who  did  not  bold  the  character  of 
the  former  in  the  greatest  respect,  and  regarded 
the  latter  with  the  greatmt  and  most  sovereign 
coDtempfci  therefore,  there  was  do  rational  ground 
for  these  processions  being  considered  as  an  insult 
to  Uie  Catholics."— [3  Hemtard  xiii.  1038.] 

It  is,  th««fore,  quite  evident— as  I  pat  it 
to  the  House— that  the  object  of  what  was 
done  was  to  pat  down  the  Orange  proces- 
uons  in  die  nortii  of  Irdaad.  The  late 
Sir  Robert  Peel  also  spoke  in  support  of 
the  Bill,  and  perhaps  I  may  b*  allowed  to 
qoot*  a  few  lines  of  what  be  said  on  that 


slight  error  in  saying  that  the  Bill  eeased 
altogether  in  1844.  It  certainly  was  not 
renewed  ahes  the  OoTemment  of  Sir 
Robert  Fed,  but  in  the  latter  your  Sir 
James  Orabam,  thai  Home  Secretary,  in 
reply  to  a  question  as  to  the  intentions  of 
Government  with  reference  to  the  expiring 
Act  of  1832,  stated  that— 

"  Judging  from  the  experience  of  past  years,  ha 
had  reason  to  hope  that  the  Protestants  of  the 
north  of  Irdand  would,  on  the  approaching  anni- 
versaries, abstain  from  prooecnons  as  they  bad  so 
wisdy  dime  fbr  eeveral  years  past  ...  He  was 
happy  to  say  that  Government,  under  all  the 
ciroamstaDoes,  felt  justified  in  limiting  the  dura- 
tion of  both  these  Bills  (the  Secret  Societies  Act, 
and  the  Orange  Frooesiion  Act)  to  the  Slst  of 
August,  18457'— {8  Bantterd,  Uxvi.  1S7.] 

It  was,  therefore,  io  1845  that  the  Bill 
introduced  by  Lord  Derby  in  1832  fiaally 
ceased.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
referred  to  tiie  renewal  of  the  Act  in  1850, 
but  he  omitted  altogether  to  state  the 
reasons  why  the  Act  waa  then  renewed. 
In  1849  some  most  unfortunate  ocearrences 
bad  taken  place  in  the  north  of  Ireland. 
There  was  the  uohappy  conflict  at  Dolly- 
brae,  in  which  lives  were  lost,  and  in  1850 
the  Government  of  Lord  John  Russell  felt 
bound  to  consider  whether  it  would  not  be 
well  to  renew  tbe  operation  of  the  Bill  of 
1832.  The  Government  of  1850  renewed 
the  Act,  but  there  was  this  difference 
between  the  Bill  of  1850  and  that  of  ]«32, 
that  whereas  the  Act  of  1832  was  specially 
direoted,  as  I  have  said,  against  celebra- 
tions of  anniversaries  by  the  Orange  PBrty 
in  the  north  of  Ireland,  the  Bill  of  1850  had 
a  more  general  efieet.  The  Aot  declared 
diat  idl  assembliM  of  persoas  in  Ireland 
meeting  and  parading  together,  or  joinhtg 
la  f  roeeasion,  for  the  purpose^  eetebnjt- 
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ing  or  eommenioratmg  anj  festiral,  anni- 
rersary,  or  political  event,  conoeoted  with 
any  religions  or  other  diBtiootions  or  dif< 
ferencea  between  any  classes  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  or  of  demonstratiDg  any 
sQch  religions  or  other  difference  or  dis- 
tinction, and  who  shall  bear  any  firearms 
or  other  offensire  weapons,  or  any  banner, 
oublem,  flag,  or  symbol,  the  display  where- 
of may  be  calculated  or  tend  to  provoke 
animosity  between  Her  Majesty's  salgects 
of  different  reli^ons  persuasions,  or  who 
dull  he  aeownpanied  by  any  music  of  a 
like  nature  or  tendency,  shul  be  and  be 
deemed  an  nolawfiil  assembly,  and  every 
penon  present  thereat  shall  be  and  be 
deemed  to  be  guilty  of  a  nuBdemeanor, 
and  shall,  upon  coDTiction  thereof,  be 
liable  to  be  pnnished  accordingly.  Now 
the  Honse  may  not  know — and  I  say 
it  by  way  of  parenthesis — the  House  may 
not  know  what  the  music  referred  to  is.  I 
hare  therefore  to  make,  under  the  authority 
of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
the  University  of  Dublin,  a  very  curious 
and  interesting  statoment  of  what  that 
music  is.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  the  Unirersity  of  Dublin  was 
not  always  what  he  is  now.  He  once  was  a 
man,  I  will  not  say  withmore  liberal  notions, 
but  he  certainly  took  different  views  of 
things  from  what  he  does  now.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was  counsel 
for  a  man  named  Duffy.  Duffy  was  tried 
with  O'Connell,  m  1843.  and  the  right  hon. 
Mr.  Whiteside  was  his  counsel.  Ur.  Duffy 
was  the  proprietor  of  the  Nation  newspa- 
per. Ur.  Whiteside  was  then  justifying 
the  meetings  that  took  place  for  the  repeal 
of  the  Union,  and  compared  them  with  the 
Chartist  meetings  in  England,  which  he 
also  espoused.  [Mr.  WHTtssiDE :  I  deny 
that.]  The  speeches  and  the  other  pro- 
ceedings of  that  trial  are  contained  in  a 
Tolome  published  by  authority,  and  I  will 
just  quoto  a  few  remarks  made  by  the 
right  hon,  and  learned  Gentleman.  There 
had  been  at  some  of  the  demonstrations 
a  temperance  band  which  was  disapproved 
by  the  Attorney  General  of  the  day,  after- 
wards the  present  Master  of  the  Rolls  in 
Irehmd.  Well,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
•Bid— 

"  I  ihsU  now  osU  jronr  attention  to  two  or  three 
ohnnmstanoai  in  nlation  to  tbeie  meeUn(S,  The 
first  peooliarlt;  oonneoted  with  them  is  the  attend- 
anoe  of  the  temperanoe  bands.  The  Attome; 
General  (now  the  Muter  of  the  Rolls),  T.  0. 
Smith,  most  bav«  a  very  inbarmtmioiu  torn  of 
mind  if  he  objeots  to  the  Irish  people  seeking  so 
ionooent  an  amosnnent,    I  s»y  thst  it  Is  com- 
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mendaUa  in  tbem  to  do  so,  slthongh  I  esnnot  say 
tfaat  these  temperance  bands  are  verj  harmoDioui. 
Bat  did  the  bands  play  party  tones,  like  the  bands 
in  the  north  of  Ireland  t  The  good  and  loysl 
mnaio  which  they  play  is  '  The  nt>teatant  Boys 
will  carry  the  J)ij,* '  The  Boyne  Water,'  •  Down, 
down,  Croppies,  lie  down.'  These  ara  the  only 
loyal  tones  in  the  north ;  th^  deapiee  all  other 
musie,  and  many  a  broken  Imd  and  black  eye 
were  the  result  of  not  joining  with  the  loyal  bands 
who  play  these  loyal  tones.  They  nerer  play 
'  God  Save  the  Queen  '  there  at  all,  and  beoaose 
the  temperance  bands  {day  it  the  Attorney  Gena* 
tal  says  it  is  rank  treason.  I  never  heard  of  a 
fooler  or  darker  conspiracy  to  murder  harmony." 

Now,  it  is  suoh  moaic  as  that,  it  is  these 
*'  loyal  tunes  "  which  lead,  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said,  to  broken  heads  and 
black  eyes,  that  the  Act  of  1850  was  in- 
tonded  to  check;  and  I  think  yon  will  allow 
it  was  rery  ueeesaary  and  deurable  to  pnt 
a  itop  tc  oconrrraces  which  produced  anch 
seriona  breaohei  of  the  peace.  The  Act 
remained  in  force  till  1860,  and  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  opposito  omitted  to 
refer  to  the  messnre  passed  in  that  year. 
[Sir  HuQH  Caibxs  :  It  had  no  application 
to  my  question.  It  had  an  application  to 
the  meeting  in  Dublin.]  In  speaking  of 
the  procession  in  connection  with  the 
O'Connetl  monument  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  alluded  to  the  flags  with  harps 
npon  them  and  no  orowa,  and  led  the 
House  to  believe  that  it  is  against  the  law 
of  the  land  to  carry  a  green  flag.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  therefore,  im- 
plied that  those  flags  were  party  emblems. 
He  taunted  me  with  having  aud  in  the 
House  that  I  thought  green  wat  the 
national  e<donr.  I  am  adll  under  that 
impreauon,  and  am  not  aware  that  when 
any  one  wears  a  green  badge  he  ia  neeea* 
sarily  to  be  deemra  a  rebel.  At  uy  rater 
I  know  that  when  Lord  Bglintoon  came 
to  Ireland  his  hat  was  covered  with  green 
ribands,  and  he  had  a  shamrock  In  his 
buttonhole.  And  yet  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  aaid,  that  because  the  Govern- 
ment had  allowed  green  flags  to  be  carried 
they  were  much  to  blame.  In  1860,  in 
consequence  of  some  very  unfortunate 
occurrences  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  it 
became  absolotoly  necessary  to  increase 
the  power  of  the  Government  in  regard  to 
processions,  when  they  were  accompanied 
by  banners  and  flags.  Accordingly,  in 
that  year*  after  an  animated  debate,  tho 
Government  succeeded  in  pasung  an  Act 
for  five  years,  which  it  will  ^is  year  be  my 
doty  to  propose  to  the  Honse,  nther  to 
renew  or  toabandon  as  may  be  determined. 
In  order  to  riiov  how  nuueuar  ■  itwaa  that 
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SDch  a  measure  stiould  be  adopted,  I  will 
mention  one  or  two  incidents  which 
happened  in  the  north  of  Ireland.  In 
Londonderry  a  flag  was  hoisted  in  the 
cathedral  in  de&ance  of  the  Bishop.  It 
was  removed  by  one  of  the  curates,  and 
the  doors  of  the  edifice  were  locked.  The 
mob,  however,  effected  an  entrance  by  a 
back  way,  and  more  flags  were  hoisted. 
The  curates  were  sent  to  remoTe  them, 
but  they  were  opposed  and  obliged  to 
retire;  and  then  the  cathedral  bells  were 
rung.  In  County  Fermanagh,  at  Ennis- 
killen,  Ballymena,  Lisbellaw,  Tempo,  and 
elsewhere,  similar  oconrrencas  took  place. 
Fortunately,  the  Act  was  employed  to 
prevent  a  repetition  of  these  acts,  and 
the  law  is  now  very  stringent  ooneeming 
them.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Belfast  accused  the  Oovernment  of  not 
behaving  impartially  in  regard  to  the  de- 
monstrations in  the  north  and  those  at 
Dnblin.  He  made  especial  reference  to 
the  conviction  of  a  couple  of  small  boys, 
as  he  called  them,  at  Gilford,  in  the 
north. 

Sib  HUGH  CAIRNS  :  No,  that  was 
at  another  place.  I  mentioned  six  men 
at  Gilford,  who  were  described  in  the 
petition  as  married  and  having  families. 

Sir  ROBERT  FBEL :  Ah,  bat  people 
marry  so  young  in  Ireland  that  they  might 
be  boys  all  the  same.  In  &ct,  it  is 
impossible  to  know  in  Ireland  exactly 
what  a  boy  is.  I  was  talking  to  a  gentle- 
man in  Dublin  who  said,  pomting  to  some 
one  who  passed,  "  What  a  fine  boy  that 
is."  "Why,"  I  exclaimed,  "he  is  an 
old  man.'*  "Oh  ["said  my  friend,  "he 
is  a  boy  for  all  that,  and  a  broth  of  a 
boy."  To  return,  however,  to  the  pro- 
cessions in  1861,  1862,  and  1864.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  particu- 
larly referred  to  the  procession  at  the 
U'HaouB  funeral  in  Dublin  in  1861, 
and  to  the  procession  to  the  O'Connell 
monument  in  ^364.  He  had  very  truly 
sud,  there  was  no  impropriety  in  raising  a 
moonment  to  one  of  Uie  greatest  and  most 
patriotic  Irishmen  who  ever  lired ;  bnt  he 
wants  the  House  to  believe  that  the  Go- 
rentment  did  not  act  in  accordance  with 
the  law  on  that  occasion.  I  have  taken 
much  pains  to  inquire  into  the  sub- 
ject, and  hold  in  my  hand  the  opinion 
of  the  present  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land, which,  as  he  has  not  a  seat  in  the 
House,  the  House  will,  perhaps,  per- 
mit me  to  read.  The  Attorney  General 
says — 

YOL.  CLXXYH.   [xhibs  aiBiM.] 


"  With  respeot  to  tlie  proeession  whiah  took 
place  in  Dublin  upon  tlie  oecadon  of  laTiog— " 

Sir  HUGH  CAIRNS  :  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  allow  me  to  interpose 
on  a  point  of  order.  I  will  not  offer  any 
objection,  as  the  Attorney  General  is  not 
here,  to  the  reading  of  the  opinion  he  has 
given,  but  I  should  think  the  House  would 
like  to  hear  also  the  statement  of  facts 
on  which  that  opinion  was  based. 

Sir  ROBERT  FEEL  :  The  facts  were 
contained  in  the  reports  of  the  police, 
which  at  the  time  of  the  occurrences  were 
coming  in  every  half  hoar  and  boor,  and 
which  were  naturally  submitted  to  the  Law 
OflBcers  of  the  Crown  for  their  advice  as 
to  the  course  the  Government  should  pur- 
sue. The  Attorney  General's  opinion  re- 
fers to  what  took  place  in  1861,  1862, 
and  1864. 

Mb.  WHITESIDE  :  I  rise  to  order. 
I  always  understood  that  the  opinions  of 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  given  to 
the  Crown  were  private  communications. 
I  have  known  them  to  be  asked  for  on 
many  occasions,  and  always  refused  by  the 
Government.  I  have  known  Gentlemen  in 
this  House  ask  for  police  reports  and  the 
opinions  of  oounad ;  and  I  ask  you,  Sir, 
whether  this  opinion  onght  to  be  read  to 
the  House  ? 

yuoovNT  FALMEBSTON :  As  a  mat- 
ter of  Order  I  do  not  apprehend  that  there 
is  anything  contrary  to  the  Bales  of  the 
House  in  reading  or  quoting  any  opinion 
of  the  Law  Officera.  It  is  a  question  of 
discretion  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
not  one  bearing  on  the  Orders  of  the  House. 
There  may  be  occasions  when  they  may 
be  properly  read.  As  a  general  rule,  no 
doubt,  they  are  not  laid  before  Parliament, 
and  for  this  reason,  not  because  it  would 
be  against  any  Order  of  the  House,  but 
because  the  Law  Officers  would  be  more 
cautious  in  expressing  an  opinion  if  they 
knew  that  it  was  to  be  laid  before  Farlia- 
ment  and  the  public.  But,  as  I  have  said^ 
there  ma^  be  occasions,  like  the  present^ 
when  it  la  convenient  and  proper  for  the 
convenience  of  the  House  that  sneh  opi- 
nions should  be  made  known. 

Mb.  SFEAKER:  The  Orders  of  the 
House  are  not  in  any  way  involved  in  this 
proceeding. 

Sir  ROBERT  PEEL  :  I  apprehend 
that  our  object  is  the  elucidation  of  the 
truth.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
has  charged  the  Government  with  not  act- 
ing in  a  legal  and  straightforward  manner. 
I  wrote  to  the  Atto^j^3^^^^^te 
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land,  and  fae  has  sent  me  hH  opinion  in 
order  that  I  might  Bohmit  it  to  the  Honse, 
if  I  thoaght  fit.  It  is  not,  therefore,  to 
be  considered  as  an  ordinary  private  opi- 
nion giren  to  the  GoTomment  of  Ireland, 
and  r  think  it  will  help  ns  to  anive  at  the 
tmth  if  it  is  read.  The  Attorney  Gener&I 
•aya— 

"With  reipeet  to  the  procession  wfaloh  took 
pUoe  in  Dnbim  on  the  ooouioo  of  Uying  the  flnt 
stone  of  the  O'ConncU  monnmeBt,  I  han  to  ob- 
aerre  that  X  cirefolly  read  all  the  polioe  report* 
which  were  Bubmitted  to  the  GoTemment  ia 
refureDce  to  that  proceiuon,  both  before  it  took 
place,  during  its  prggms,  and  upon  its  termiaa- 
tim,  and  I  was  tlwB,  and  am  now,  desrljr  of 
nion  that  then  was  no  gnrand  whatever  for 
treating  it  aa  a  par^  woceesion  within  either  the 
Far^  Procession  or  Fartj  Emblems  Aot,  or  as 
an  aasemblf  illegal  at  oommon  law.  There  was 
BO  diqpUr  of  party  banners  or  emblems." 

Ton  will  see  this  soaroely  ooinoides  with 
the  atatement  (tf  tha  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  Aat  green  ia  a  party  colonr — 

**  There  wsro  no  par^  tones,  no  flrearais,  the 
meeting  was  peaoeAu  and  orderly,  and  no  person 
erer  swore,  or  even  tendered  an  information,  that 
*  ft  was  oalenlated  to  create  animositj  between 
diffisroit  olaases  of  Her  Mi^tj's  subjects,  or  to 
lead  to  a  breaoh  of  the  peace,'  in  the  langtuge  of 
the  Aot.  The  ezeontin  GoTemment,  therdbre, 
did  not,  and  conld  not,  legally  interfere  to  stop 
the  prooesnon  ;  tbej  took  all  proper  measores  to 
prevent  the  oonseqnenoes  which  are  ^wajs  likelj 
to  arise  from  the  gathering  of  a  great  crowd.  The 
nsolt  was  that  there  was  no  brwih  of  the  peaee, 
and  no  injury  was  done  to  person  or  property. 
The  occasion  was  a  lawful  one,  and  onlesa  every 
great  crowd  which  assembles  to  welcome  a  pnblic 
ebaraeter,  or  to  delebrate  his  memory,  is  to  be 
pfononnoed  unlawful  this  crowd  coald  not  be." 

Sm  HUGH  CAIRNS:  I  mnst  rise 
again  to  a  point  of  Order.  I  understood, 
and  I  beliere  the  House  understood,  that 
the  ri^t  bon.  Baronet  was  going  to  read 
the  opinion  given  by  the  Law  Officer  of  the 
Crown  for  the  guiduiee  of  the  Government. 
It  now  appewa,  however,  to  be  merely  a 
■tatement  made  for  the  pnrposes  of  this 
debate.  Ifay  I  aak,  Sir,  whether  the  right 
hon.  Qenilemui  is  in  oner  f 

Ub.  BPBAEBB  :  Whether  the  doen- 
meat  U  or  is  not  aueh  as  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  deseribee,  the  question  does 
not  in  the  least  degree  involve  a  point  of 
Order.  If  a  document  ia  read  in  this  Honse 
H  may  be  called  for,  and  made  a  public 
document,  but  its  production  in  this  debate 
ia  not  against  the  Rulea  of  the  House. 

Sib  ROBERT  FBEL:  It  is  quite  eri- 
dent  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
fa  actuated  by  some  motive  in  the  conrae 
he  haa  adoptad  of  andeaTonring  to  prevent 
As  zeading  of  the  doenment.  I  an  mly 
SirBoitrtPHt 


desirous  that  the  truth,  and  nothing  but 
the  trntfa,  should  be  arrived  at.  When  I 
ashed  the  Attorney  General  for  a  state- 
ment which  I  could  present  to  the  House, 
and  he  sends  me  the  one  I  am  reading,  it 
surely  most  be  the  wish  of  the  Honse  that 
that  statement  should  be  known.  I  look 
upon  it  as  a  fact  to  be  noted,  that  ui  enor- 
mous assembly  like  that  should  last  for 
three  honra  and  a  half  without  a  breach 
of  the  peace  taking  plaee.  The  Attwney 
General  thus  continues— 

"I  have  farther  to  obserre  that  the  Govern- 
ment, bymyadvioe,  adopted  predsdytSie  same 
coarse  with  remwet  tothis  proeessioa  asth^bave 
always  done  with  respect  to  Orange  preeesnons 
in  the  north."  [Namely,  complete  impwtiali^.] 
"  The  Qovenunent  haa  never  taken  npoa  itsslf— 

No,  not  even  tiie  Government  of  Lord 
Darby.  [Sir  Hush  Caibhb  :  They  brought 
in  a  Bill.]  Tes,  at  the  fag  end  of  the 
Session,  when,  of  eontae,  it  ooild  not  be 
carried — 

**  The  Government  has  never  taken  npon  itself 
to  prohibit  a  procession  except  npon  sworn  infinv 
mation  of  the  strongest  oharaoter.  The  nniform 
course  is  to  direct  we  oonitabnlaty  to  attend  in 
sufficient  nomben  to  prevent  a  breaoh  of  ths 
peace,  to  take  down  the  names  of  the  parties  at- 
tending, and  to  summon  them  In  case  there  should 
be  any  violaticm  of  the  law.  Such  were  the  in- 
strootiona  given  in  the  ease  of  the  O'Conuell  pro- 
oession  ;  bat  as  the  polioe  reported  that  there  bad 
been  no  violation  of  tiie  law,  and  aa  no  private 
individual  ventured  to  swear  Aat  he  bdievsd  there 
was,  it  is  plain  that  the  Government  conld  have 
taken  no  farther  action ;  conld  not  have  institeted 
any  prosecotioo,  and  it  is  equally  clear  that  they 
would  not  havebeen  justifled  in  iK«hibiting  alaw- 
fill  assembly,  nor  could  snoh  prohibition  hare  been 
legally  enforced.  X  may  mention  as  a  case  cteaiiy 
in  point"— 

and  to  this  I  wonld  direct  the  particolar 
attention  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man— 

"  That  opott  one  oooasion  the  Govammant  was 
asked  to  prdiiUt  and  to  proeeoate  the  nsnal  pro- 
oesdon  of  the  apprentioe  ooys  of  Derry.  The  Law 
OfBoers  were  oonsnlted  npon  the  mhject,  and  they 
advised  that  as  no  information'jiad  bem  sworn 
that  the  prooessioo  was  calonlated  to  lead  to  a 
breach  of  Uie  psMW  the  Government  oonM  net 
interfere." 

Major  KNOX  desired  to  know  who  was 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  whose 
statement  was  bein^  quoted  ? 

Sib  ROBERT  PEEL  continued— 
"  With  respect  to  the  Catholic  Universi^  pro- 
cession alt  the  above  remarks  apply  to  it.  With 
respect  to  the  M'Hanus  funeral  procession,  1  am 
fr«e  to  admit  that  It  was  of  a  v«y  objeotioaable 
ebaraeter,  and  for  a  parpesB  avowedly  soditiou, 
hot  it  was  manued  with  sack  araarsnt  vtdtr  aad 
deoomm  that  the  Govemmant  dM-  not  fijclithat 

thsr  oobM  ofMHOljr  |ii$Qi«m,^®t3g  le 
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That  is  the  opinioii  of  the  liav  Offioen  of 
the  Cromi  upon  the  three  particular  ereots 
refeixed  to  hj  the  bon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man •»  namelj,  the  If 'Manns  funeral  In 
1861,  the  Catholic  Universltj  prooession 
in  1862,  and  the  gathering  on  the  ooeasion 
of  lajring  tba  foondation  stone  of  the  O'Con- 
nell  monument  in  1864.  The  docament  I 
regard  aa  a  conclniiTe  Ttadication  of  the 
impartialitj  of  the  Ooremmeot,  as  it  clearij 
ahowa  that  in  the  case  of  the  'prentice  boys 
of  Derry,  aa  veil  aa  in  that  0  Conoell  pro- 
eeaaion  at  Dablin.  there  has  been  an  im- 
partial administration  of  the  lav.  [Major 
Ekox  repeated  bis  question  amid  renewed 
cries  of  "  Order  I*']  Having  alluded  so  far 
to  these  oocurrenoei,  I  will  now  come  to 
the  Belfast  riots,  and  I  here  claim  the  at- 
tention of  the  House,  because  the  hoo.  and  , 
learned  Gentleman  was,  contrary  to  his 
usual  practice,  not  quite  abovehoard  in  his 
statements.  In  bis  remarhs  upon  this  sub- 
jeot  be  commented  upon  the  absence  from 
Ireland  of  the  Members  of  the  GoTemment. 
Nov,  as  the  boo.  and  learned  Gentleman  is 
aware,  the  BelCsst  riots  commenced  on  the 
8th  of  August.  [Sir  Hugh  Caibkb  denied 
that  that  waa  the  time  of  thefirst  outbreak.] 
That  ii  a  proof  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman's  inaeeuraey.  It  la  true  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  was  absent.  It  ia  true 
that  I  was,  and  I  hare  nerer  eeased  re- 
gretting that  I  should  have  bera  absent 
at  the  time,  but  the  real  truth  is,  that 
domestic  matters  kept  me  away  from  my 
duty  at  the  moment.  I  hare  scarcely  during 
the  four  years  I  hare  held  office  been  down 
to  my  place  in  the  country  for  a  week  to- 
gether, but  it  must  not  be  supposed  that 
because  my  own  family  affairs  necesaitated 
my  presence  elsewhere  I  waa  therefore 

Sormit  of  what  was  gobg  on.  I  reeeif  ed 
[j  intelligence  and  waa  daily,  I  may 
lay  Bometimes  tvioe  a  day,  in  eommu' 
nieation  vith  the  anlhoritiei  at  the  Oastle 
of  DnUin,  and  assisted  with  my  humble 
adTiee  as  far  aa  I  possibly  could.  But  if 
I  had  been  in  Dublin  it  is  not  likely  that  I 
ahould  have  gone  to  the  scene  of  the  riots 
in  Belfast.  In  ease  of  the  Garibaldi  riots 
at  Birkenhead  the  Home  Secretary  for  the 
time  being  received  no  censure  for  not  going 
to  the  place,  nor  was  be  on  the  occasion  of 
the  riots  at  Birmingham  blamed  for  not 
taking  up  his  quarters  at  the  Angel  Hotel 
in  that  town,  nor  was  be,  as  a  spectator, 
present  at  the  Chartist  riots  at  Newport, 
it  is  not,  aa  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man would  infer,  the  Goremment  who  are 
to  blame,  nw  doe*  mj  chwgB  of  miacoD* 


duct  attaeh  to  the  constabulary  or  the  mili- 
tary. As  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
knows  very  well,  the  local  magistrates  en- 
tirely  failed  in  their  duty.  That  is  where 
the  shoe  pinches.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
shakes  his  head,  but  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  the  county  himself  bad  the  boldness  to 
assert  in  the  town  of  Belfast  that,  if  the 
local  magistrates  and  the  Mayor  of  Belfast 
had  remained  and  done  their  duty,  the 
thing  would  hare  been  snoffed  out  in  a  few 
houra.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  Lord 
Ghaneellor  vas  ahsent  at  the  time.  There 
vera  in  his  case  also,  I  am  sorry  to  aay, 
domeatio  reaaons  vbiob  oompelled  him  to 
be  away.  The  hoo.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man should  be  rery  careful  in  throwing  out 
these  insinuations,  of  the  Members  of  the 
Government  being  derelict  in  their  doty, 
because  he  appears  to  imply  that  we  were 
willingly  absent.  It  is  true  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  was  away,  but  my  gallant  friend 
General  Sir  George  Brown,  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  one  of  the  Lords  Justices,  was  in 
Dublin.  The  only  remaining  Lord  Jus- 
tice is  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  he  with 
the  Lord  Ohsnoellor  and  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  having  been  sworn  in  as  the 
three  Lords  Juatieei  in  the  absenee  of 
the  Iiord  liientenant — and  I  doubt  if  that 
Prelate  ooold  have  rendered  the  slightest 
assistance  if  he  had  been  present  in  direct- 
ing the  manmuTres  of  the  troops  or  quelling 
the  riots.  1  maintain,  therefore,  that  as  the 
C<mimander-in-Chief  was  on  the  spot,  the 
very  best  man  was  at  his  post.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  moreover,  insi- 
nuated that  we  were  taken  by  surprise, 
and  that  we  sent  down  six  or  seven  sti- 
pendiary magistrates  at  the  close  of  the 
disturbances,  and  when  I  said  **No,  no," 
be  treated  it  in  anything  but  the  frank 
manner  which  I  coidd  have  wished.  It 
is  all  very  veil,  but  when  I  said  that 
Sir  Geo^e  Brown  vas  tiiere  the  hon.  and 
learned  GenUeman  langbed,  and  appeared 
to  think  that  that  fiset  vas  no  eonae* 
quence.  The  real  drift  of  the  observationa 
made  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
has  been,  by  premature  and  inopportune 
remarks,  to  shift  the  responsibility  from 
the  local  authorities  of  Belfast  on  whom  it 
really  devolves  to  the  shoulders  of  the  Go- 
vernment. The  hoo.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man said,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  enter 
into  the  partionlars  of  the  Belfast  riots, 
but  he  did  so  as  fully  as  he  thought 
proper  for  his  pvrpose,  and  in  a  most  un- 
handsome manner— ["Ordet4."]—l>nt  I 
vOl  prore  it— in  a  iWitzW4!WW®§TO 
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ner  seemed  to  inBinoate  that  the  Gorern- 
meot,  by  making  one  of  the  CommiBsioners 
Law  Adviser  to  the  Grown  before  the  is- 
BniDg  of  their  Report,  bad  endearoured  to 
steal  a  march  upon  what  might  he  other- 
wise the  impartial  decision  of  the  Commis- 
uoners.  Now,  I  am  anxious  to  meet  all 
tiie  iDunnaUons  which  hare  been  thrown 
out.  The  House  will  remember  that  there 
were  two  periods  in  the  Belfast  riots.  Upon 
the  Sataraay  of  the  first  week  it  was  sup- 
posed that  the  distarbances  were  at  an 
end.  They  broke  out  again,  unhappily, 
with  greater  violence  on  the  Monday 
after,  and  this  lasted  until  the  next  Thurs- 
day. But  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Belfast  grossly  exaggerated  the  facts. 
He  said  1,800  of  the  constabulary  were 
poured  into  the  town  of  Belfast.  Now, 
the  truth  is — and  it  is  well  that  it  should 
be  known— that  the  force  of  constabulary 
sent  to  that  town  consisted  of  fifteen  eub- 
inspectors,  twelre  head  constables,  and 
899  constables  and  sub-constables — less 
than  one-half  the  number  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  sod  learned  Gentleman.  No  doubt  a 
very  large  force  was  congregated,  butarery 
large  force  was  required.  There  was  but 
one  sti^ndiary  magiata«te  atfirst.  bat  after- 
wards in  the  second  week  of  the  disturbances 
additional  magistratCB  were  sent  down,  and, 
if  I  am  rightly  informed,  two  of  them  only 
arriTed  on  the  Wednesday  of  the  second 
week.  No  doubt  there  were  six  magis- 
trates in  all  there,  but,  unhappily,  their 
presence  was  rendered  necessary  by  the 
Tiolence  of  sectariaa  animosity  which  pre- 
vailed in  that  town,  and  the  disturbaneee 
arising  out  of  which  we  bad  hoped  had  been 
quelled  at  the  end  of  the  first  week.  Well, 
now  I  come  to  the  number  of  persons  await- 
ing trial  at  the  ensuing  assizes  for  partici- 
pation in  those  disturhaQces.  There  are 
twentjr  in  custody  at  Uiis  moment,  and  there 
are  sizty-fonr  on  bail.  The  ton.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for  BelfiMt 
said  there  were  120.  [Sir  Htob  Caibns  : 
I  beg  pardon.]  Yes.  jfSir  Hugh  Caibns  : 
I  said  nearly  120.]  But  it  is  nearer  50 
than  120.  All  this  shows  the  erident 
tendency  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man to  exaggeration  in  this  matter.  With 
respect  to  a  far  more  serious  question<— 
that  is,  as  to  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Barry  as  a  Commtsaioner— I  was  aware 
beforehand  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  was  going  to  attack  Mr.  Barry 
in  this  House.  I  do  not  know  how  it 
eame  to  be  known*  bnt  things  will  look 
out,  and  in  Dublin  I  heard  that  (he  hon. 


and  learned  Gentleman  proposed  to  attack 
Mr.  Barry,  one  of  the  CommiBsioners. 

Sib  HUGH  CAIRNS:  I  stated  to  the 
right  faou.  Baronet  myself  what  I  was 
going  to  say  about  Mr.  Barry. 

Sia  ROBERT  PBEL  :  I  admit  it,  but 
I  took  it  in  confidence.  ^LattglUer.]  Yes, 
I  took  it  in  confidence.  Mr.  Barry  wrote 
to  me,  saying  that  he  bad  heard  that 
statement*  were  to  be  made  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Belfast,  and,  therefore,  he  submitted  to  mo 
this  recitation  of  what  has  proved  to  be  a 
most  unfair  attack  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Belfast.  "  It  is  quite  true,'* 
Bays  Mr.  Barry.  "  that  in  1855  there  was  a 
suit  instituted,  with  the  Attorney  General 
Keogh's  sanction,  by  Mr.  Rea  against  the 
corporation  of  Belfast  for  an  illegal  appli- 
cation of  the  corporate  funds  in  purchasing 
lands."  There  was  a  decree  against  the 
corporation  ;  and,  in  1858,  a  CommisBion 
was  issued  to  Belfast  to  inquire  whether 
the  expenditure  was  bond  fide.  Now,  let 
the  House  observe,  the  hon,  and  learned 
Gentleman  said  that  Mr.  Barry  was  mixed 
up  with  this  business.  Bnt  how  i  And 
then  let  them  ask  Uiemselvea  whether  he 
was  not  a  proper  person  to  send  as  Com- 
missioner in  1864,  or  whether  he  was  to 
be  precluded  for  ever  from  so  acting  simply 
because  he  had  once  tainted  hts  fingers 
with  anything  connected  with  the  corpo- 
ration of  Belfast.  In  1858,  Mr.  Barry  was 
a  barrister,  and  was  employed  as  junior 
counsel  by  some  opponents  of  the  corpo- 
ration, but  this  was  six  years  previous  to 
the  issue  of  the  last  Commission.  Bat 
again,  the  fact  had  been  referred  to  that  on 
that  occasion  it  was  proposed  in  writing 
to  the  Commissioners  to  go  into  certain 
evidence.  The  Commissioners  ruled  that 
the  evidence  was  irrelevant ;  a  protest  was 
handed  in,  and  Mr.  Barry  left  Belfast,  and 
tiie  Commissioners  went  on  with  the  in- 
quiry. And  that  is  why  the  hon.  and 
beamed  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Belfast 
taunts  Mr.  Barry  with  protesting  in  1858 
against  a  Royal  Commission,  and  now,  in 
1864,  accepting  the  office  of  a  Royal  Com- 
missioner. The  first  ComraiBsion  had  no 
connection  whatever  with  the  riots  at  Bel- 
fast, or  with  the  matters  which  the  present 
Commission  has  to  report  upon.  Because 
Mr,  Barry  was  six  years  ago  a  junior 
counsel  in  the  case  referred  to,  is  that  to 
be  considered  as  an  obstacle  to  his  appoint- 
ment upon  the  present  Commission,  the 
subjects  of  inquiry  being  «^,wbolly  diffe- 
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ooDoeotioQ  with  Belfast  since  1858  was 
about  two  years  ago,  when  Mr.  Lytte  con- 
sulted him  about  his  power  of  sendinff  Mr. 
Rea  to  gaol  for  abusire  language.  Now, 
as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  inquiries  of 
this  CominissioD  were  conducted  : — The 
faon.  and  learned  Member  for  Belfast  would 
lead  the  House  to  beliere  that  the  inquiry 
had  been  most  unfairly  conducted,  and  was 
most  prejudicial  to  the  persons  who  were 
awuting  their  trial.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  left  out  of  sight  altogether  the 
fact  that  Hr.  Barry  was  not  the  sole  Com- 
missioner, but  that  he  had  Mr.  Dowse  as  a 
colleague,  who  conferred  with  him  upon 
all  matters,  and  acted  as  joint  Commis- 
sioner. So  far,  however,  from  the  pub- 
lic opinion  in  Belfast  being  against  the 
Commission,  as  one-sided  or  improperly 
conducted,  we  hare  the  fact  that  the  prin- 
cipal member  of  the  corporation,  who  took 
a  most  active  part  before  the  Commission, 
testified  in  open  court  to  the  entire  fairness 
and  impartitdity  displayed.  The  Orange, 
or  ultra-Frotestuit  party,  brought  down  a 
counsel  express  from  Dublin  to  represent 
them.  [Mr.  Whiteside:  No!]  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  GenUeman  has  been 
in  Dublin  lately,  and  must  know  the  conn- 
Bel  I  refer  to— Ur.  Ezham.  [Mr.  Whitb- 
BiDB :  No  ;  I  know  it  from  nimaelf.]  I 
faave  often  noticed  that  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentlemen  is  very  inaccurate  upon 
occasions,  and  so  I  cannot  implicitly  trust 
him  now ;  but  I  appeal  to  the  hon.  Baro- 
net below  the  gangway  whether  it  was 
not  a  matter  of  common  notoriety  in 
Dublin  that  Mr.  Exham  went  down  to 
Belfast  to  represent  that  party  before  the 
Commission.  [Sir  Gouun  O'Loohlgn: 
Hear,  hear !]  He  appeared  there,  and  ex- 
pressed himself  to  the  same  effect.  Now, 
we  hare  a  numerous  if  not  select  press  in 
Ireland.  The  press  of  Dublin  represents 
all  parlies  and  all  clasaea,  and  the  Dublin 
papers  were  unanimous  as  to  the  inde- 
pendenee  and  impartiality  of  the  Commit- 
rioners.  I  put  it  to  the  House,  then,  is  the 
&et  of  having  been  concerned  years  past  in 
a  litigation  about  corporation  funds  to  be  a 
disqualification  for  investigating  facts  con- 
nected  with  Belfast  riots  !  If  that  be  so, 
then  it  is  remarkable  that  nearly  all  the 
lawyers,  and  even  nearly  all  the  Judges, 
are  so  disqualified.  Mr.  Baron  Deas^, 
who  is  to  try  the  rioters,  was  mixed  up  in 
the  suit  I  have  referred  to.  Judges  Keogh 
and  Christian  were  counsel  against  the 
corporation.  Judge  Pitzgerald,  Baron 
^^gmld,  and  Jtdga  0'Hag»  were  for 


the  corporation.  Mr.  Brewster  was  first 
against  and  afterwards  for  the  corpo- 
ration. The  present  Attorney  General 
was  for,  and  the  present  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral was  against  the  corporation.  Then, 
I  say,  the  objection  taken  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Belfast  is  un- 
worthy of  him.  He  knows  that  we  select- 
ed two  of  the  best  men  known  for  their 
impartiality,  and  whose  characters  were 
guarantees  that  they  wonld  do  their  duty 
foirly  to  all  classes  and  seotions  of  the 
community,  and  yet  he  comes  forward  with 
this  paltry  case  against  the  Chief  Com* 
missioner,  declaring  that,  because  that 
gentleman  happened  six  or  eight  years 
ago  to  be  junior  counsel  in  an  inquiry  be- 
fore a  Commission,  therefore  he  was  now 
unfitted  to  act  as  a  Commissioner.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Belfast  says 
that  the  Commission  was  after  all  without 
value,  as  it  was  signed  only  by  "  G.  Brown, 
General."  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man knew  perfectly  well  that  when  the 
Commission  was  issued  not  only  the  General 
Commanding-in-Chief,  but  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, myself,  and  the  Law  OfBcers  were 
all  in  Dublin,  and  that  the  subject  was  long 
and  anxiously  considered  by  ns,  and  when 
it  was  determined  to  iuoe  a  Commisuon 
it  was  signed  only  by  General  Sir  George 
Brown,  becanse  he  was  tho  only  Lord 
Justice  who  had  been  in  Dublin  during 
the  whole  period  of  the  riots,  and  knew 
all  the  facts ;  but  the  Commission  was 
approved  by  all  the  authorities  in  Dublin, 
by  the  head  of  the  Government,  and  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment. The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
endeavoured  to  make  the  House  believe 
that  the  Commission  was  different  from 
that  of  1857 ;  but  such  was  not  the  case. 
The  Commission  we  issued  was  precisely 
the  same ;  but  we  thought,  that  as  some 
years  had  elapsed  since  the  Beport  of  the 
first  Commisuoners,  and  as  no  action  had 
been  taken  upon  it— not  even  by  the  hen. 
and  learned  Gentleman  himself,  during  hia 
year  and  a  half  of  office — we  thou|^ht  it 
well  to  asoertun  whether  the  opinion  of 
the  Commissioners  of  1857  would  be  con- 
firmed in  1864.  The  Report  has  not  yet 
been  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House, 
but  I  understand  it  will  be  in  a  few  days, 
when  it  will  be  exposed  to  the  critical  ex- 
amination that  it  is  likely  to  receive  at 
the  hands  of  hou.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
and  1  think  it  would  have  been  far  better 
if  they  had  waited  until  itsproduction 
before  they  brong^gif|?|,^^iCfe^?^ 
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It  is  nDcloabtedlf  the  fact  that  Belfast 
has  been  long,  unhappilj  too  long,  boV 
jeot  to  these  periodical  ebullitions,  but 
you  cannot  attribnte  them  as  arising 
from  the  acts  of  this  or  that  GoTom- 
ment.  Tbej  result  from  oirenmstances 
which  it  is  impossible  to  eimtrol,  and 
wbioh  all  public  men  have  deplored  from 
time  to  time.  It  is  a  Tory  cuiioas 
thing  that  this  factious  spirit  has  shown 
itself  in  Belfast,  or  rather  m  the  pronnce 
of  Ulster,  erer  since  1788.  and  from  that 
date  until  the  present  time  Ireland  has 
been  periodically  distracted  by  feuds  which 
are  a  disgrace  to  a  cirilised  and  Christian 
community.  I  am  not  adrocating  the  cause 
of  either  party.  I  deplore,  as  much  as  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend,  the  existence  of 
this  unfortunate  spirit.  The  population  of 
Ulster  is  nearly  equally  dirided  between 
Protestants  and  Catholics — the  number  of 
Protestants  being  947,000,  and  of  Catholics 
966.000,  and  they  still  think  it  fitting  to 
celebrate  tiieir  rival  annivenaries,  which 
ought  long  since  to  have  been  forgotten. 
Is  it  right,  is  it  feir,  is  it  generous,  that 
the  anniversaries  of  ^e  Battle  of  the  Boyne 
and  the  12th  of  Jnly,  should  be  celebrated 
and  the  animosities  thereby  engendered 
kept  alive  after  the  lapse  of  17o  years  ? 
In  this  country  the  spirit  of  the  people  is 
totally  different,  for  we  have,  out  of  const- 
deration  to  the  feelings  of  others,  ceased  to 
keep  up  even  the  anniversary  of  Waterloo; 
and  in  Scotiand,  do  the  Highlanders  and 
Lowlanders  still  celebrate  Killicrankie  and 
Culloden  ?  No ;  they  are  too  wise,  too 
just,  and  too  conciliatory  so  to  do  ;  and 
woald  to  God  the  north  of  Ireland  were 
animated  by  a  similar  right  spirit  I 
have  made  myself  acquainted  with  the 

Erogress  and  the  wealth  of  Belfast,  and  I 
ave  been  astonished  that  a  eity  of  so 
much  promise  should  destroy  its  eharaoter 
by  giving  vent  to  such  animosities  as  exist 
among  its  population.  I  hold  in  my  hand 
an  extract  from  a  speech — the  first  de- 
livered hy  lir.  Orattan  in  the  House  of 
Commons  after  the  Union.  He  was  speak- 
ing on  the  Catholic  question,  and  he  said — 

"  I  do  not  wish  to  reviTO  in  det«il  th«  metnory 
of  those  rebellions  to  which  the  hon.  Member  has 
allndttd.  The  past  tronblea  of  Ireland,  the  rebel* 
lioBttf  1011,  and  the  wan  whiah  followed,  I  do  not 
wholly  ftwget ;  but  I  only  renieinber  them  to  de- 
precate the  ezunpla  and  rsnoimee  the  animosity." 
—H  Baiuanl,ij.  917.] 

I  wish  that  feeling  was  more  prevalent 
among  Irishmen  of  the  present  day,  and 
that  they  would  permit  these  animosities 
to  cool  down.   Mr.  Grattan  farther  adds — 


<*  If  all  the  blood  shed  on  those  oooaaioM,  if  the 
many  flgbts  in  the  first,  and  the  signal  battles  in 
the  wfl(uid  period,  and  the  •onseoiMnoM  of  thoM 
battles  to  the  defeated  and  to  Ute  triamphaot, 
shall  teach  oor  country  the  wisdom  of  eoneilia- 
tioD,  I  oongratalate  her  on  those  deluges  of  blood ; 
if  not,  I  snhmit  and  lament  her  fate,  and  deplore 
her  aadmtaDding ;  which  voold  render,  not  eoly 
the  ttiflssinga  of  Prondenoe,  bat  its  InTitations^ 
fruitless,  ud  transmit  what  was  the  onne  of  oor 
ftthers  ai  the  inheritanoe  of  our  ohlldren." — 
[Ibid.  S33.] 

These  words  were  spoken  sixty  years  ago. 
Unhappily  the  prophecy  of  that  great 
orator  is  fulfilled,  because  we  see  these 
senseless  and  idle  animosities  still  goln^on. 
I  do  not  believe  them  to  be  political  animo- 
sities. I  believe  that  a  mistaken  religious 
feeliog  is  st  the  bottom  of  them  all.  Mr. 
Grattan  further  states,  alluding  to  the 
various  benefits  conferred  on  Ireland  by 
certain  changes  which  he  had  been  instni- 
mental  in  effecting — 

"  I  call  my  oountrymen  to  witness  if  in  that 
bofliness  I  compromised  the  claims  of  my  ooontry 
or  temporized  with  the  power  of  England.  Bat 
there  was  one  thing  wt^oh  baffled  the  efibrta  of 
the  patriot  and  defeated  the  wisdom  of  the  Senate 
—it  waa  the  folly  of  the  theologians."— [i&u;.  937.] 

That  is  the  truth  at  the  present  time,  it  is 
the  folly  of  the  theol<^ans,  it  is  the  eternal 
strife  among  the  religions  elements  of  Ire- 
land, thatpreventa  tfaAt  country  from  keep* 
ing  pace  as  she  otherwise  would  do  with 
the  progress  of  this  country.  It  is  vwy 
easy,  doubtiess,  to  legislate,  but  yon  oan- 
not  legislate  in  a  manner  to  counteract  this 
disturbing  cause.  Maoaulay  has  very  traly 
said,  in  alluding  to  this  subject— 

"  It  is  &r  less  easy  to  eradioate  evU  passions 
tlian  to  repeal  otiI  laws,  and  that  long  aft«r  enry 
trace  of  national  and  religious  aotmosity  luts  been 
obliterated  from  the  atatate-book  naU(»al  and 
religions  animosities  oontinae  to  rankle  in  the 
bosoms  of  millions." 

This  is  precisely  the  case  of  Ireland  in  the 
present  day.  Happily  the  statute-book 
has  been  purged  of  all  those  penal  lawa 
which  once  oppreeeod  the  people;  and,  not- 
withstanding in  their  place,  mild  and  wise 
laws  have  been  passed,  we  see  that  it  is 
impossible  for  the  Legislature,  let  them  do 
what  they  will,  to  eradicate  the  evil  pas- 
sions of  violent  sectarian  animosities.  It, 
therefore,  only  remains  for  us  to  hope 
that  men  of  position  and  of  character, 
like  the  hon,  and  learned  Gentleman 
(Sir  Hugh  Cairns],  will  unite  and  use  all 
their  power  to  endeavour  to  smooth 
down  this  unfortunate  irritation.  I  have 
endeavoured,  I  fear  imperfectly,  to  follow 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentieman  through 
the  various  parte  of  his  apeech,  gartica- 
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lufy  ihoM  n^;ardui|[  the  eondDot  of  the 
OoTsramant  id  imiog  tlw  Gommttsloii. 
The  enimontiee  at  BelfMt  are  still  kept 
up,  and  we  find  that  one  partj  blamei  the 
Froteitanta  aod  aaotber  the  Roman  Ca- 
tbolioB  as  oooasioniDg  the  late  riots;  bat,  on 
whioheTor  lide  the  foult  may  lie.  I  think 
no  man  who  has  made  that  ooantry  his 
Btady  will  differ  from  me  when  I  say  that 
the  faatt  rests  upon  certain  institutions 
whioh  exist  there.  I  am  not  making  an 
attack  against  any  one  party.  I  am  merely 
■tating  that  whioh  is  truly  and  honestly  the 
ease.  There  are  institutions  in  the  north 
Ireland  whieh  the  leading  men  in  the 
eoontrj  oannot  oratrol,  and  I  find  it  stated 
that  we  leadm  of  the  Orange  societies 
in  the  north  hare  greatiy  deplored  tiie 
outrages  whioh  have  taken  ^aee  And  wish 
to  put  down  these  domonstratioiu.  The 
hon.  Hembw  nods  assent  to  that  state- 
raent;  but  I  say  as  these  institntions  can- 
not be  controlled  they  ought  to  be  depre- 
cated, becaase  their  effect  is  simply  to 
perpetuate  national  animouties,  I  say 
that  we  ought  by  all  means  in  oor  power 
to  put  an  end  to  these  demonstrations  and 
the  institutiouB  to  which  I  refer,  and  the 
feelings  I  hare  heard  of  should  be  discarded 
altog^er  by  a  Christian  eoon^.  I  shall 
trouble  the  House  with  but  one  more  quo- 
tation from  the  words  of  Bishop  Berkeley, 
a  most  eminent  Prelate  of  the  Irish  Church, 
who  was  eonudered,  I  believe,  by  all  parties 
to  bo  a  most  excellent  and  hoDourable  man, 
sod  wUeh  are  not  inapplioable  on  the  pre- 
wea%  oeearioi.  He  addressed  these  words 
to  the  Romsn  Oathdie  priesthood — 

**  B*  not  sUrtled,  renreod  Sirs,  to  find  Tonr* 
■alves  sddrMMd  by  one  of  a  dilbrent  eommuiion. 
We  are,  iodssd  (to  our  shsus  be  it  iptAea),  num 
tnelfoed  to  bate  tax  those  arUoles  wherein  we 
differ,  thin  to  love  one  uother  for  those  wherein 
we  agree.  Bat,  if  we  oannot  extinguish,  let  ns  at 
leaet  saipend  our  animosities,  and,  forgetting  ovr 
rriigiooa  fends,  consider  ourselTOs  in  toe  amUble 
light  of  eonntiTmea  and  neighboars." 

This  is  one  Irishman  speaking  to  Irish 
Roman  Oatholies,  ho  being  of  oourse  a 
Protestant.   He  eontiauei — 

"  Lei  VB  Ibr  onee  tarn  o«r  igres  w  tboae  things 
la  wbioh  we  have  one  oommea  lotwost.  Why 
sluntld  diqwtes  about  fiuth  intempt  (he  duties  of 
ciril  liie,  or  the  di&rent  roads  we  take  to  Heaven 
prevent  oor  taUog  the  same  steps  on  earth  T  Do 
we  not  inhabit  the  same  spot  of  gronnd,  breathe 
the  same  air,  and  live  nnder  the  same  Govern- 
neat  I  Vbj,  theo,shoQld  we  sot  oonspira  incite 
and  the  same  design  to  pruoote  the  cuanum 
good  of  oor  00  an  try  r' 

But  I  ttuntain,  in  oonelnding  these  re- 
marks, that  this  is  tiie  s^t  in  whieh 


we  have  endeavoured  to  administer  the 
lawa  of  IrelaDdf  for  the  eemmfm  good  <^ 
the  eonntiT  ;  and  I  fearlesely  assert  that 
there  has  been  no  desire  displayed  oo  the 
part  of  the  Irish  Executive  otherwise  than 
to  deal  out  without  fear  and  mthont  par- 
tiality even-handed  juBtiee  to  all  elaaaea 
and  sections  of  the  community. 

Lord  CLAUD  HAMILTON  said,  he 
had  never  before  risen  to  address  the 
House  under  such  feelings  of  depression 
and  alarm  as  he  then  did  in  following  that 
most  extraordinary  oration  which  they  had 
just  heard.    He  ventured  to  say  that  no 
person  ooeopying  the  important  position  ^ 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and  Iwving  the 
grave  reBponsibility  of  answering  his  htm. 
and  learned  Friend  on  this  question,  could 
be  justified  in  adopting  tiie  tone  he  had 
done.  The  r^^ht  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Bobert 
Peel)  began  in  a  tone  of  levi^  quite  un« 
suited  to  so  grave  a  subjeot,  and  beeause 
he  had  not  listened  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Belfast  (Sir  Hugh  Cairns),  and 
had,  consequently,  confused  two  stories 
together,  made  jokes  about  the  difficulty 
of  telling  what  the  term  "aboy  "  meant  in 
Ireland.    He  stood  there  as  we  represen- 
tative of  the  Government,  to  answer  a 
very  grave  charge— no  less  tiian  that  of 
malsdministration  of  justice  and  guilty 
conuivance  with  a  most  wanton  violation  m 
the  statute  whieh  had  already  deluged  one 
city  with  blood,  and  had  given  rise  to 
feelings  of  distrust  as  to  the  adminiatra- 
tiw  (tt  the  law  and  alarm  as  to  the  future 
throughout  a  ^reat  portion  of  Irdaod;  and 
it  was  not  fitting  that  he  should  reply  to  so 
grave  a  cliaive  by  such  a  speech  as  he  had 
delivered.    He  called  upon  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman,  instead  of  reading  beaatifnl 
selections  of  fine  sentiments,  to  act  upon 
the  noble  priuciples  whieh  were  enunciated 
by  the  authors.    Had  he  aoted  upon  thoae 
priuciples  ?    Had  he  not  shown  that  he 
could  not  meet  fairly  and  straightfnrwardly 
the  ease  which  was  brought  forward  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Genuemnn  as  to  the 
proeession  in  Dublin?    Haring  completely 
shirked  the  main  gist  of  that  part  of  tiio 
question,  he  wouna  up  with  a  sort  of  leotnro 
to  the  North  of  Ireland,  telliog  them  to 
avoid  that  misoondnet  wUeh,  he  said,  waa 
at  the  root  of  all  the  dtseord  Irdud. 
He  asked  tiie  right  hen.  Gentienan  next 
time  he  addressed  the  House  to  go  a  littio 
more  into  detail  and  tell  them  whether  he 
thought  that  these  aufbrtunate  ocourrenoes 
j  originated  in  the  North*  and  ibat  that 
portion  of  the  oountf^.  vu 
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than  other  parti  of  Ireland.  Was  be  so 
igoorant  as  to  think  that  there  were  larger 
bodies  of  troops  and  more  police  in  the 
Korth  than  in  other  parts  of  the  oountrj, 
and  that  the  North  was  the  soene  of  riot, 
discord,  and  tomult  ?  If  bo,  the  time 
which  he  bad  passed  in  Ireland  had  been 
spent  to  rery  little  parpose.  He  (Lord  Claud 
Hamilton)  asserted,  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction, that  BO  far  from  the  North  being 
scene  of  religioas  discord  and  aniniositj 
between  different  olusea  erer  since  the 
MMrarge  of  the  famine,  when  the  clergy  of 
all  denonunations  were  brought  into  fami- 
liar intereonrae  at  the  boards  of  relief,  and 
learnt  to  know  each  other's  Tirtaes  and 
appreciate  each  other's  good  ^alities,  the 
former  animosities  between  Protestants, 
Presbyterians,  and  Catholics  had  ceased, 
and  Protestants  and  Catholics  acted  toge- 
ther as  Poor  Law  Quardiana,  and  sat 
together  npon  mixed  juries  in  the  courts  of 
law  with  the  same  good  feeling  and  enter- 
taining for  each  other  as  much  respect  as 
was  generally  to  be  found  among  men  who 
were  wgaged  in  the  performance  of  public 
duties.  The  suggestion  that  the  Korth  of 
Ireland  was  the  scene  of  discord  and  sec* 
tarian  dislike  among  the  inhabitants  was 
an  aapenion  which  waa  both  nnfoanded 
and  nnjast.  There  waa  there  leas  crime 
uid  less  poverty,  fewer  soldiers  and  fewer 
police,  ^an  in  any  other-  part  of  Ireland; 
the  people  lived  together  in  harmony,  and 
in  consequence  of  their  right  feeling  had 
been  blessed  with  greater  prosperity  than 
was  to  be  found  among  their  fellow  subjects 
elsewhere.  Those  who  originated  that  most 
misehicTOus  procession  in  Dublin  bad  in- 
curred a  very  grave  and  serioos  responsi- 
bility. They  had  apparently  reanimated 
political  disunion,  they  had  songbt  to  revive 
and  had  partly  revived  religious  and  secta- 
rian discord,  and  one  great  city  had  already 
been  deluged  with  blood  directly  owing  to 
that  cause.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
entirely  avoided  going  into  the  real  merits 
of  that  illegal  meeting  in  Dublin.  In 
■peaking  of  it  he  bad  repeatedly  quoted 
■  letter  from  the  Attorney  General.  Did 
he  mean  the  late  or  the  present  one  ? 
[Sir  RoBEBT  Peel  :  The  present  Attorney 
Qeneral.3  He  was  glad  to  hear  that,  be* 
cause  it  would  have  been  most  improper  to 
have  committed  the  late  Attorney  General 
to  opinions  prejodieial  to  persons  whom  as 
a  Judge  he  might  now  be  called  upon  to 
try.  In  his  speech  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
was  pleased  to  describe  that  great  meeting; 
ftt  Dnblin  as  a  Catholic  procession — M  if 


it  was  a  religious  and  not  a  political  cere- 
mony. That  was  a  complete,  although,  of 
course,  an  involuntary  misrepresentation, 
as  he  would  show  by  the  words  of  the  chief 
actors  themselves.  There  was  a  most  ex- 
traordinary otganisation — drilling  and  mar- 
shalling  of  thousands  of  men  for  a  purpose 
which  certainly  had  not  been  carried  out, 
because  he  gathered  from  the  statements 
of  those  who  were  most  favourable  to  the 
erection  of  the  monument  that  no  money 
had  been  raised,  no  design  or  artist  se- 
lected, and  that  since  the  day  on  whidi 
that  most  mischieroos  meeting  was  held 
no  steps  had  been  taken  towards  its  com- 
pletion. He  quite  admitted,  however,  that 
considering  that  the  constant  boast  'of  that 
remarkable  and  distingnished  man,  Mr. 
O'Connell,  was  that  he  could  drive  a  coach 
and  six  through  any  Act  of  Parliament, 
there  could  probably  be  no  better  way  of 
doing  honour  to  his  memory  than  by  oc- 
cupying for  hours  all  the  thoroughfares  of 
the  capital  of  Ireland  with  an  illegal  meet- 
ing. [Sir  Robert  Peel  :  A  l^al  meet- 
ing.] He  would  in  a  moment  show  by 
reference  to  better  authorities  than  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  that  the  meeting  was 
illegal.  He  did  not  wish  to  go  into  the 
details  of  that  great  procession  ;  but,  ae- 
eording  to  Fremum*»  Jmtmal,  there  were 
in  it  twenty-five  hands,  some  thirty  pro- 
cessions of  trades  with  banners  of  every 
kind,  and  a  number  of  religious  fraternities 
and  other  bodies  delegates  from  different 
parts  of  Ireland,  forming  a  mass  of  he  did 
not  know  how  many  thousand  men,  carry- 
ing over  100  banners,  thousands  of  ban- 
nerets, and  sashes  innumerable — though 
be  was  happy  to  believe  that  there  was 
not  one  from  the  North  of  Ireland.  If 
these  men  had  been  seen  together  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  with  a  sash,  a  flag,  and 
a  drum  they  would  have  been  seised  by 
the  police ;  and  yet  these  tens  of  thousands 
were  arrayed  in  Dublin,  and  were  allowed 
to  stop  all  the  thoroughfares  for  hours.  If 
this  had  been  a  religions  procession,  God 
forbid  that  he  should  have  said  anything 
about  it;  but  he  would  prove  that  the  chief 
actors  distinctly  announced  that  it  was  dis- 
tinctly a  political  procession  intended  to 
rerive  the  mischievous  repeal  agitation.' 
Most  of  the  mottoes  upon  the  banners  had 
reference  to  an  organisation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  by  numbers  some  object 
which  was  only  partially  pointed  at,  bat 
which  it  was  very  evident  was  to  he  carried 
bv  force.  Mr.  O'CfUinell  alwavs  abhorred 
physical  fozoe.  an(|,ij^^^fl@o^^^- 
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^stentiy  denonnoed  it ;  but  in  the  proees- 
lion  of  his  profeased  admirers  there  were 
numerous  references  which  showed  that  it 
was  by  it  that  they  looked  to  attain  their 
objeet.    One  motto  was,  '*  Stand  together 
brothers  all."    That  recommended  combi- 
nation for  the  purpose  of  getting  united 
action.    A  rery  favourite  6gare  was  that 
of  Brian  Born,  or  Borhoimbe,  who  was  not 
R  canonised  saint,  but  a  great  warrior. 
He  was  represented  upon  a  green  flag, 
with  the  motto,  "  0  for  the  swords  of 
former  times      Against  whom  were  those 
■words  to  be  turned  ?  Another  banner  was 
«  green  flag,  haTing  upon  it  the  picture  of 
ft  man  with  a  pike.    Did  not  that  remind 
UB  of  all  the  awfol  periods  of  oivil  war  in 
Ireland  ?    The  motto  to  that  was  alio 
"  0  for  the  swords  of  former  times  I "  [Sir 
RoBBBT  Pbel:  It  is  a  line  of  Moor^s.] 
That  made  no  difference.    The  implication 
was  to  invite  combination  for  a  particular 
purpose  —  and  against  whom  were  the 
swords  to  be  tarned  ?    Another  favourite 
motto  was  '*  Self  legislation  is  the  right  of 
the  nation ;"  and  there  were  numerous 
others  of  the  same  character  all  tending  to 
invite  combination  and  union  as  against  a 
common  enemy,  and  to  provoke  animosity. 
Then  came  the  tunes  played  on  the  ocea- 
■ioD,  of  which  there  were  several,  that 
priooipally  played  being  "Garryowen," 
which  was  notoriously  a  party  tune,  and 
which  was  calculated  to  arouse  the  feelings 
of  one  section  of  the  Irish  people,  as  the 
tune  of  "  Boyne  Water"  was  said  to  be 
those  of  another.   But  he  would  show 
from  the  speeches  that  this  great  meeting 
eonstituted  an  assemblage  convened  for  a 
political  object,  and  that  to  revive  that 
mischievous  agitation  for  the  repeal  of  the 
union,  which  had  already  done  bo  much 
detriment  to  Ireland.    At  the  meeting  one 
of  the  leading  men — a  magistrate  himself, 
and  who  ought  therefore  to  be  one  of  the 
last  persons  to  glory  in  the  part  he  took 
on  the  occasion — said,  as  reported  in  the 
Freeman,  speaking  of  the  monster  meet- 
ings held  by  O'Connell— 

"  That  the  deamt  wub  of  that  distinguished 
man's  bmrt — the  le^ilatire  independence  of  bis 
oonntrj — jet  remained  to  be  insoribed  on  hia 
shield." 

It  was  clear  from  those  expressions  that 
the  Lord  Uayor  of  Dublin,  who  used 
them,  would  be  glad  to  see  something 
like  a  renewal  of  those  monster  meetings 
which  had  been  so  wisely  discountenanced. 
Ai  the  dijeuntTt  Mr.  F.  J.  Smith  spoke 
OS  follows  :— 


"  There  was  a  higher  motive  and  a  nobler  spirit 

animatiDjf  that  meeting ;  it  might  have  been  read 
in  the  crowded  gathering,  in  the  laurels  and 
rosettes,  all  green.  Thej  wanted  to  be  united 
men,  who,  if  boldly  led,  would  go  to  some  decided 
end." 

He  proceeds  to  praise  Smith  O'Brien, 
"  one  of  the  truest  patriots  he  ever  knew 
proposes  a  monument  to  him,  as  "  they 
should  honour  all  their  patriots."  Another 
speaker,  Mr.  C.  3.  Carrick,  of  Limerick, 
said — 

"  Ha  oame  from  the  old  oibf  of  Fatriok  Sars- 
fleld,  and  was  onlj  anxions  for  the  boor  when  th^ 
could  strike  a  blow  for  Ireland." 

They  were  longing  to  strike  a  blow  for 
Ireland — against  whom  ?  Against  their 
peaceful  fellow-countrymen  who  did  not 
take  the  same  view  that  they  did  ?  Did  the 
right  hoD.  Baronet  mean  to  tell  him  that 
that  was  not  language  calculated  to  excite 
alarm  ?  But  turning  from  lay  speakers 
to  the  clergy,  he  found  that  the  Bishop 
of  Ross  said — 

"I  am  firmly  resolved  to  nse  every  in&nenoe 
that  I  possess  as  a  bishop  to  further  the  principles 
of  O'Gonnell,  and  to  teach  my  flock  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  slaves,  hanging  on  the  tail  of  Eng- 
land, or  on  the  Legislatore  of  the  Sazon,  bat  to 
take  the  position  of  freemen." 

Was  not  that  a  proof  that  the  Bishop  had 
come  to  the  meeting,  not  as  a  man  of  reli- 
gion, hut  as  a  politican  ?  Then  came  the 
Archbishop  of  Cashel,  who  said,  "  the 
men  of  Ireland  never  will  be  slaves,"  an 
announcement  which  was  received  with  im- 
mense cheering.  It  was  perfectly  clear 
from  the  words  he  bad  qaoted  that  the 
men  who  took  a  leading  part  in  Uiat  mis- 
chieroua  proceeding  had  in  view  the  organi- 
zation, marshalling,  and  collecting  offerees, 
in  order  to  obtain  a  political  objeet;  that 
object  being,  beyond  doubt,  to  throw  off  the 
"yoke"  of  England.  But  he  would  now' 
pass  to  the  legal  part  of  the  question. 
He  held  in  his  hand  a  document  which 
ought  to  have  been  produced  before,  en- 
titled, "  Instructions  for  the  Guidance  of 
Hagistratea  in  Suppressing  Party  Proces- 
sions," which  had  been  issued  by  the  Irish 
Government,  and  he  would  oak  the  right 
bon.  Baronet  opposite  whether  he  had 
never  perused  those  instructions,  and  whe- 
ther he  did  not  kuow  that  a  noble  and 
gallant  Lord  who  hod  greatly  distinguished 
himself  in  the  service  of  his  country  abroad, 
but  who  was  now  settled  down  in  Ireland, 
had  been  informed,  00  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment, that  the  instructions  in  question 
were  sufficient  for  all  purposes  !  He  had 
heard  the  predeoeasor  in  office  P^^he  right 

Digitized  by  V^OOV  Ic 


hon.  Baronet  My  that  the  words  of  the  Act 
CD  the  aabjeot  of  prooessions  were  meant 
to  apply  impartially  to  all  classes  in  Ire- 
land, and  the  13th  of  Victoria  pointed  oat 
in  distinct  terms  the  offenoes  which  fril 
within  the  proTisiona  of  the  statute  ;  hat 
from  the  tone  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
way  one  would  bare  imagined  that  the  North 
otuT  was  intended. 

Sm  ROBERT  FBEL :  No,  nol  What 
I  said  was  that  Lord  Derby,  when  Whig 
8ecretai7  in  1832.  broaght  in  a  meaanre 
whieh  solely  applied,  tn  the  view  of  the 
OoTomment  of  that  day,  to  the  eUsa  of 
processions  there. 

Lord  CLAUD  HAMILTON  said,  the 
ohserratiooB  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  on 
that  point  might  hare  been  omitted,  as 
they  had  only  the  tendency  to  mislead 
those  who  did  not  hear  the  whole  of  his 
speech.  Lord  Carlisle,  dealing  in  the  first 
instance  with  the  Aot,  stated  in  his  in- 
BtmeUons  that  the  parading  agunst  irhieb 
it  waa  directed  need  not  be  in  military 
arra^.  "  Any  meeting,"  he  added,  "  and 
placing  of  persons  so  met  in  ranks  or  in 
any  o^er  of  march,  or  proooBsion,  would 
be  within  the  Act" 

**  They  (or  some  of  thepsr^)  must  ntber  bava 
anns  or  OTOMive  weapons,  or  wear  party  colonra 
or  emblenu,  or  bare  -with  them  part;  flags  or 
banners,  Ae. ;  or  tbej  muit  be  aooompanied  b; 
music' of  alike  natnie  mod  tendenoj, — that  is, 
idafing  partj  taa&t  or  linging  partjr  ■ongv.  An 
anembljr  of  persons  meeting  and  parading,  or 
joining  in  prooesaion  onder  aiqr  mm  of  the  fore- 
going oimunstaooes,  Uls  within  the  meaning  of 
tiwAot." 

Such  meetings  or  aasembliei  with  music 
and  witboot  flags,  or  with  flags  and  without 
music,  came  within  the  statnte,  and  the 
persons  taking  part  in  them  were  liable  to  a 
prosecution  and  punishment.  In  the  oir- 
oular  of  Instructions  the  jostices  of  the 
peace  were  called  upon  to  act  for  the 
suppression  of  such  illegal  processions. 
Now,  it  had  been  notorious  for  three  weeks 
or  a  month  before  the  ereot  that  these 
illegal  proceedings  were  to  take  plaee  in 
Dublin  ;  and  although  the  Lord  Mayor,  the 
chief  magistrate  of  that  city,  had  marched 
at  the  head  of  those  twenty-four  bauds, 
which  played  those  notoriously  party  tunes, 
no'atep  had  been  taken  to  indict  him. 
Waa  that  an  impartial  adouniatration  of 
justiee  ?  If  inch  an  administration  was 
to  bo  the  rule  in  Ireland,  surely  some  ac- 
tion ought  to  be  taken  in  this  matter.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Home  Secretary 
baid  something  to  do  with  the  administra- 
tion of  tho  law,  and  be  hoped  the  right 
Lord  CMMmiUM 


hon.  Qentleman  would  explain  why  he  had 
not  interfered  to  proTent  such  an  assem- 
blage or  to  prosecute  those  who  bad  taken 
part  in  it  f  The  Instructions  to  which  he 
was  referring  the  House  had  been  issued 
from  Dublin  Castle  by  tvder  of  the  liord 
Lieutenant,  for  the  gnidaoce  of  magistrates 
all  OTer  Ireland.  The  magistrates  in  the 
north  of  Ireland  had  acted  on  them,  and 
liad  carried  out  the  statute.  As  a  magis- 
trate and  a  grand  juror  he  felt  it  his  du^ 
to  put  the  law  in  force,  and  to  punish  by 
fine  and  impriaonmnt  persons  engaged 
even  in  eases  of  oomparatiTely  small 
assemblages.  Bnt  what  did  the  Instmo- 
tions  say  in  regard  of  asaemblagoi  of  mom 
than  twenty  persons  t— 

"  A  more  prompt  course  shoold  be  taken  in  the 
ease  of  prooesiions  ibrmed  of  greater  nnmbenor 
baring  an;  arnas.  The  parMS  a— aMsd  an 
guii^  of  a  misdeoManor  under  the  first  aeotiiMi 
of  the  Act ;  the  aBsembly  is  ualawful,  and  emy 
pereon  engaged  in  it  is  liable  to  proseention  1^ 
indictment.  It  is,  therefore,  competent  to  may 
magistrate  at  onee  to  issne  hit  warranton  the  spot 
to  apprehend  them,  or  any  of  them,  with  a  Tiew 
to  their  being  made  amenable  to  jastioe.  Those 
wiUi  arms,  or  cairjing  banners  or  other  emblems, 
or  drums,  shonld  in  sneb  cases  beat  onoe  ar- 
rested." 

The  magistrates  in  the  North  of  Ireland 
interpreted  the  statute  and  the  Instnietiona 
from  the  Castle  in  the  way,  as  he  thought, 
they  onght  to  be  interpreted,  and  punished 
offenders  ;  and  yet  impunity  was  giren  in 
the  capital  of  Ireland  to  persons  whose 
very,  positions  on^bt  to  teach  them  the 
necessity  of  obeymg  and  upholding  the 
law.  If  the  parties  to  the  Dublin  proces- 
sions were  not  to  be  punished  there  ought 
to  be  an  inrestigation  into  the  cases  of 
those  who  had  been  punished  in  IHster, 
with  the  view  of  giring  them  compensation. 
Bnt  in  addition  to  the  InstrueUons  issued 
to  the  magistrates,  he  held  in  faia  hand  a 
document  sent  all  over  the  North  of  Irdaod, 
six  weeks  before  this  illegal  meeting  in 
Dublin,  by  the  anthority  of  the  Inspector 
General  of  the  whole  of  the  constabulary 
of  Ireland.  This  was  a  oaotionary  notice, 
and  he  should  like  to  know  whether  its 
circulation  had  been  confined  to  the  North 
of  Ireland,    It  was  as  follows  : — 

"  CauUonary  Notioe.— Bj  the  iS  A  2i  Viet. 
0. 141,  anj  person  who  shall  pnbliolj  exhibit  or 
diipla;  upon  an;  bailding  or  place,  or  who  flhall 
wilfitl^  permit  or  ntflbr  to  bo  pablicly  exhibited 
w  displi^ed,  an;  banner,  flag,  parljr  emblem,  or 
^mbof,  or  who  shall  pttblid;  meet  and  parade  with 
other  persons,  or  pla;  an;  mnsie,  or  discharge  an; 
cannon  or  flraarm  in  an;  pobllo  street,  road,  or 
pUoa,  if  soeh  aets  are  done  wUflmjr,  and  know- 
Ingl;,  iusudia»a.^,asjig^^,|p9gf^ 
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tend  io  wovoke  animoiitf  between  diflbrral 
elajMi  of  H«r  MajMty'a  sabjoeU,  and  l«ad  to  % 
bKMh  of  tba  pnbUe  pnuw,  ia  fuUtx  of  a  misdo* 
neanor,  pnniihalde  hj  fine  and  impriBonment. 
All  perions  are  hereby  cautioned  to  abstain  from 
any  breach  or  breaches  of  the  aboTe  recited  Act. 
Strict  orderg  hftve  been  glvea  to  the  oonatabalarjr 
te  tkke  down  the  names  and  residenoei  of  aU 
offinden,  in  order  that  they  maj  be  proceeded 
ag]Unit  u  tbe  law  directs.  All  drams,  flfea, 
bannen,  Mublems,  or  symbols,  and  flre-ums, 
brought  out  and  used  on  such  ooeadons,  are  liable 
to  be  seised. — IIsiibt  John  Bbowrbioo,  Inspeetor 
Qeneral  of  Cooitabulary.  Constabulary  Offio^ 
Dublin  Castle,  31st  of  June,  1681." 

Aooording  to  a  letter  read  by  his  right 
bmi.  Friend  tbe  Cbtef  Seeretarr  for  Ire- 
land, tbe  Attorney  General  had  reeeired 
no  information  on  tbe  labjeot  of  tbe  illegal 
assemblage  in  Dublin  ;  and  how  was  that  ? 
If  the  InstractioDB  which  he  had  juBt  read 
to  the  House  had  been  issued  to  the  ood- 
stabnlary  generally,  why  had  tbey  not  ob- 
tained the  neeeasary  information  in  Dublin? 
There  was  no  use  in  eloquent  speeches 
about  the  pacifieation  of  Ireland.  What 
alone  would  pacify  that  country  was  a  well- 
founded  assurance  that  justice  would  be 
impartially  adminiitered.  He  did  not  jus- 
tify the  shedding  of  blood.  God  forbid  1 
Bot  be  asked  the  House  whether  the  fact 
of  persons  being  put  in  the  dock  and 
pnmabed  in  tbe  2Torth  of  Ireland  for  of- 
nncea  whleh  were  allowed  to  be  committed 
with  inpnnity  in  othw  parts  of  that  coun- 
try, was  not  calculated  to  inflame  the 
people  of  Ulster  with  a  burning  sense  of 
injustice.  He  had  known  a  charge  under 
the  Act  to  be  brought  against  some  men 
and  boys  in  a  part  of  the  country  where 
the  majority  of  the  constabulary  were  Ro- 
man Catholics.  The  men  and  boys  were 
charged  with  having  walked- in  procession 
and  played  fifes,  nut  without  exhibiting 
flags.  lu  reply  to  the  magistrates  tbe 
police  stated  that  tbe  accused  bad  con- 
ducted  themselres  with  good  temper,  and 
offended  no  one ;  but  the  charge  was  mado 
in  obedience  to  the  general  orders  issued 
to  the  eonstabulary.  He  bad  the  permis- 
sion of  Lord  Longford  to  read  the  following 
letter,  which  he  had  written  for  the  purpose 
of  aseertaiDing  how  matters  really  stood 
with  respect  to  these  processions  : — 

"  Fakenbam  Hall,  August  33, 1B«4. 
"  My  Lord,— Having  obaerved  that  a  party  pro- 
eestion,  to  all  appearance  illegal,  baa  been  per- 
mitted to  take  place  in  Dublin,  and  having  ob- 
aerred  that  aimilar  processions  have  been  pro- 
hibited elsewhere,  I  have  the  honour  to  request 
Uiat  yoB  will  obuin  from  the  Irish  Government 
iastrnotions  for  the  guidance  of  ma^strates,  whe- 
ther tbe  law  for  the  prevention  of  party  emblems 
and  ^ooessions  is  still  in  operation,  or  wh^her 


it  is  only  to  be  put  in  fbroe  with  refereaee  to  aaj 
partumlar  portion  of  tbe  oommanity. 

"XtOSWOMD. 

"  To  the  Lord  Castlemaine,  Tice  Lieotenanl^ 
coanty  of  Westmeath." 

To  a  letter,  enclosing  the  one  he  had 
just  read.  Lord  Castlemaiue  reeafed  ^is 

reply— 

"  Dublin  OasUe,  Sept.  d, 
*'  My  Lwd,— I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  Jos- 
ttoestoaekiiowlsdga  tbereoelpt<^7onrL(n-d«hip*a 
lettor  (^tiie  2Tth  ult.,  eneloauig  one  addressed  to 
your  Lwdship  by  the  Earl  of  Longford,  and  to 
state  that  the  ma^trates  of  Ir^and,  who  in 
every  district  receive  from  the  Government  the 
statutes  of  tbe  realm,  cannot  need  to  be  inrormed 
that  the  Acta  for  the  jwevention  of  party  proces- 
sions and  emblems  are  still  in  operation  and  ap- 
ply equally  to  erwy  section  of  the  community.  I 
am  further  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  dfrflnlte 
instructions  with  reference  to  those  Aets  and  tiie 
mode  of  their  administration  have  already  been 
given  to  the  magistracy  in  those  counties  in  which 
party  {ttwsessions  and  tbe  exhibition  of  party  em- 
blems have  prevailed,  by  a  oinnlsr  dated  the 
32nd  day  of  June,  1861." 

In  reference  to  the  obaerTatiou  that  those 
Instructions  had  been  sent  to  tbe  magis- 
trates in  those  parts  of  Ireland  in  which 
party  processions  &c.,  had  preTailed,  he 
again  asked  was  it  intended  that  the  law 
should  be  carried  out  in  one  part  of  Ireland 
and  not  carried  out  in  the  other  parts  of 
that  eountry  7  *'  I  am  to  obserre,"  the 
letter  went  on  to  say,  "that  these  Instmo- 
tions  are  ample,  precise,  and  Buffioieat  for 
the  guidance  of  every  magistrate."  Every 
one  must  agree  in  that ;  the  Instmotioni 
were  so  ample  and  precise  that  there  eould 
be  no  doubt  tbe  Act  had  been  violated  by 
every  one  who  took  part  in  tbe  procession  ; 
"  and  their  Kxcellencies,"  it  continued— 

"do  not  oonsider  that  any  new  instmoUons 
fbr  that  purpose  are  required.  Their  ExocUeDoies 
are  not  aware  that  any  party  procession  or  exhi- 
bition of  party  emblems  has  taken  place  In  the 
coanty  of  Westmeath,  and  I  am  to  add  that  if  the 
law  has  been  violated  by  tbe  procession  in  Dublin, 
to  which  the  Earl  of  Longford  has  thought  fit  to 
refer,  the  Irish  Government  would  have  been 
prepared  to  enforce  it,  and  endeavour  to  visit  its 
violation  with  the  proper  legal  penalties  ;  but  no 
information  whatever  was  at  any  time  laid  before 
the  Executive  in  Dublin,  which  would  have  War* 
ranted  it  in  deidlng  with  that  wooesdon  as  a 
violation  of  the  AeU  adverted  to.'* 

He  had  pointed  out  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
tbe  police  and  the  magistrates  to  report 
the  case  ;  and  yet  here  were  their  Excel* 
lencies  stating  that  they  bad  got  no  infer- 
mntion,  although  the  capital  town  of  Ire- 
land had  been  blockaded — be  might  say 
besieged — for  eight  or  nine  hours.  ^  Unless 
some  fair  answer  were  ^ven  ?"**^i',P3*'» 
there  must  be  an  ingots  bfAjfO^^^tlf 
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these  same  InstnietioDS  had  redlj  been 
isBoed  for  the  guidaoee  of  the  Dublin  police 
and  magistracy.  If  not,  to  allege  that 
justice  was  impartially  administered  was  a 
mere  mockery.  The  close  of  the  letter 
betrayed  some  anQoyaDce  at  the  uanoer  in 
which  the  oaie  had  been  taken  np — 

"  Their  Exoellenoiea  feel  boond  to  itat«  that 
there  do  not  appear  to  tbem  to  be  aoj  grounds 
for  the  aMortiOQ  pat  forward  by  the  Earl  of 
Longford  that  the  proceasion  in  Dublin  wag  a 
party  procenion.  Their  ExceUenoiea  are  wholly 
anaware  of  anything  which  joatiflea  is  the  least 
degree  the  assumption,  both  in  your  Lordship's 
letter,  and  in  that  of  the  Earl  of  Longford,  that 
the  Iriah  GoTemment  U  not  prepared  to  support 
the  magistraoy  in  impartially  aadfearleaaly  earry- 
ing  out  the  Aoti  of  Fariiamentt  and  they  cannot  bo  t 
regret  that  such  aa  asaomption  ahonld  hare  been 
made  by  penons  of  your  Lordship's  eminent 
position." 

He  asked  any  impartial  Englishman  to 
say,  after  the  statements  be  had  read, 
whether  it  was  possible  to  believe  that  the 
law  bad  been  impartially  administered.  A 
sensitiTe  observant  people  like  the  Irish 
would  not  foil  to  notice  that  there  bad 
been  a  failure  of  justice  and  a  deviation 
from  duty  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
in  conniving  at  and  probably  encouraging 
an  act  of  the  most  irritating  nature.  Mere 
vague  assertions  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  suffice.  Either  it  must  be 
admitted  that  the  law  bad  been  set  in 
motion  in  the  North  under  an  erroneons 
imprenion,  and  oompenaation  mnst  be 
made  to  the  parties  who  had  suffBred,  or 
else  it  mnst  ba  elearly  explained  why  a 
most  wanton  and  ostentatious  violation  of 
the  law  had  been  permitted  In  Dublin. 
The  population  of  the  North  of  Ireland  felt 
much  alarm  at  these  mischievous  agitations. 
For  himself,  he  regarded  the  last  that  bad 
occurred  as  one  of  the  most  unfortunate 
occurrences  that  had  happened  for  years. 
In  any  case,  be  trusted  prompt  means 
would  be  taken  to  prevent  a  repetition  of 
such  occurrences  which  had  sown  alarm 
and  discomfort  in  districts  hitherto  undis- 
turbed by  sectarian  violence. 

Ub.  M'MAHON  regretted  that  the  time 
of  the  House  bad  been  wasted  on  a  profit- 
less and  naelets  discossion.  Of  all  people 
in  the  world,  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Belfast  (Sir  Huj^  Cairns),  and  those 
who  sat  on  the  same  heoch  with  him,  ought 
to  have  been  the  last  to  revive  a  topic  of 
this  kind.  They  ought  to  be  content 
with  the  predominance  they  had  so  long 
enjoyed  in  Ireland — they  might  enjoy  it, 
and  sing  songs  of  triumph  abont  it  in 
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Ireland,  without  forcing  on  the  attention 
of  English  and  Scotch,  and  even  of  Irish 
Members,  so  unprofitable  a  discussion  as 
that  now  before  the  House.  Gentlemen 
above  the  gangway  ought  to  be  the  last 
to  originate  such  a  discussion.  The  late 
riots  in  Belfast  might  have  been  lawful, 
honourable,  and  profitable  riots— justifi- 
able according  to  the  letter  of  the  coostitu- 
tiou  as  understood  in  that  part  of  the 
country — those  riots  might  have  been  of 
a  different  character,  but  whether  they 
were  proper  and  constitutional  riots  was 
not  the  qneation  now  to  be  considered, 
for  it  could  not  be  satisfactorily  considered 
until  the  Report  of  the  Craimiasionera 
had  been  lud  on  the  table  of  the  House. 
He  strongly  suspected  that  the  disoossitm 
had  been  forced  on  to  forestall  and  destroy 
the  genuine  inquiry  as  to  these  riots,  and 
exhaust  the  {Mtienee  of  the  House  for 
future  investigation.  He  regretted  that 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Tyrone 
(Lord  Claud  Hamilton)  should  have  affected 
that  these  Belfast  riots  were  a  sort  of 
ofl&hoot  of  the  procession  in  Dublin.  If 
the  Dublin  procession  was  a  violation  of  the 
Party  Processions  Act,  why  were  not  any  of 
the  persons  who  took  part  in  it  prosecuted! 
The  Act  of  1860  gave  power  to  anj 
person,  without  the  leave  of  the  Crown, 
to  lay  an  indictment  agunst  any  of  the 
offenders  before  any  criminal  court  in 
Dublin.  Until  some  steps  had  been  taken 
to  proseeate  those  who  had  taken  part  in 
the  Dublin  procession,  if  it  were  unlawful, 
it  was  inexcusable  to  attonpt  to  plead  it 
in  the  House  of  Commons  as  a  justifica- 
tion for  the  transactions  at  Belfast.  He 
believed  that  all  these  profitless  debates 
about  Ireland  arose  necessarily  from  the 
exceptional  and  anomalous  manner  in 
which  Ireland  was  governed.  If  Ireland 
were  treated  as  an  English  county,  it 
would  not  hare  taken  twelve  days  to  have 
quelled  the  recent  riots.  Suppose  there 
were  no  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  hut 
a  Home  Office  eiisted  t^ere  as  it  did  in 
England,  would  not  measures  have  been 
taken  which  would  have  suppressed  these 
riots,  just  as  a  riot  in  England  would 
have  been  ?  The  Preston  riots  were  sup- 
pressed in  a  few  days;  and  when  the  riota 
occarred  at  Bristol,  the  Mayor,  who  was 
alleged  to  have  neglected  his  duty,  was 
prosecuted  for  it.  One  of  the  allegations 
against  him  was  that  he  had  not  acquitted 
himself  well  on  horseback.  But  it  waa 
ruled  from  the  Bench  that  it  was  not  neoea- 
sair  for  a  Major  t<tb«fi 
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it  bad  been  asserted,  tbese  riots  were 
attribatable  to  tbe  neglect  of  the  local 
authorities,  the  proper  means  would  be  to 
try  them  for  that  neglect  of  datj.  But 
no;  no  such  inquiry  bad  been  iustitnted, 
but  in  its  place  an  useless  preliminary 
debate  in  the  Hoaae  of  Commons.  As 
long  ago  as  1857  a  Commission  had  re- 
ported that  the  diatnrbanoes  in  Belfast 
were  in  some  degree  owing  to  the  defective 
organization  of  the  police  there.  In  eTcry 
town  in  Ireland,  except  Londonderry  and 
Belfast,  the  police  were  under  the  man- 
agement of  the  Qoremment;  in  these 
two  towns  they  were  under  the  eontrol  of 
the  municipal  attthorilies.  A  Commisaion 
had  reported  that  the  organisation  of  the 
police  in  Belfast  ought  to  be  altered,  and 
the  Gentlemen  opposite,  who  called  them- 
selres  the  Liberal  party,  and  who  had 
been  in  power  ever  since  that  time,  were 
responsible  for  the  fact  that  that  altera- 
tion had  not  been  made.  The  Goremment 
had  been  attempting  to  catch  rotes  in 
that  House  by  what  they  had  done  rather 
than  attempting  to  do  justice  to  the 
people  of  Ireland.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
GoTernment,  if  they  did  nothing  else, 
to  change  the  management  of  tbe  police 
of  Belfaat.  A  recommendation  to  this 
effeot  waa  giren  in  the  Report  issued 
in  1857.  The  GoTomment  had  been 
taunted  for  not  doing  it,  and  he  trusted 
that  00  the  appearance  of  the  coming 
Report  the  GoTcroment  would  bring  in  a 
Bill  withdrawing  the  police  from  the 
control  of  the  montcipal  corporation  of 
Belfast,  All  these  party  displays,  pro- 
cessions, and  riots  tn  the  north  of  Ire- 
land arose  from  one  cause — the  existence 
of  the  Established  Church  tn  Ireland, 
which  only  held  out  rewards,  honours, 
and  protection  to  those  exolasirely  who 
beliered  certain  theological  propositions. 
So  long  there  would  be  those  in  Ireland 
who  would  attempt  to  maintain  the  pre* 
dominance  whioh  they  had  so  long  enjoyed. 
The  only  proper  mode  of  dealing  with  the 
question  was  by  adopting  the  voluntary 
principle,  and  thus  placing  all  parties  upon 
the  same  footing.  There  was  another  thmg 
which  the  Government  should  do;  the  Go- 
vernment had  removed  over  and  over  again 
gentlemen  from  the  msgisterial  bench  be- 
cause they  thought  the  Act  of  Union  ought 
to  be  abolished,  and  they  ought  now  to 
strike  out  from  the  oommissioo  of  the 
peace  all  those  who  would  not  disavow 
any  conneeticHi  with  tbe  Orange  Society. 
If  this  'ime  done  tbb  3Miety  woi^ 


soon  sink  into  such  a  position  that  H 
would  give  no  further  trouble. 

Mb.  WHITESIDE:  Sir,  I  wish  to 
make  a  few  observations  upon  a  point 
which  has  not  been,  I  think,  sufficiently 
considered  by  those  who  have  taken  part 
in  this  debate.  I  agree  with  the  last 
speaker  that  some  profit  may  be  derived 
from  the  debate  if  we  clearly  understand 
tbe  principles  that  are  involved  in  the 
discussion.  The  clear  and  temperate  state- 
ment of  my  faon.  and  learned  Friend  (Sir 
Hugh  Cairns)  baa  pat  the  House  in  posaes- 
aion  of  the  question,  whiefa  is,  in  my  ojunion, 
one  of  the  utmost  importance  to  tbe  future 
govemment  of  a  large  kingdom.  It  is  a 
question  which  touehes  the  privileges,  or 
what  are  supposed  to  be  the  privileges,  of 
this  House.  Tbe  facts  that  led  to  this 
question  are  admitted.  A  warrant  had 
been  issued  by  a  gentleman  who  waa  de- 
scribed by  tbe  right  hon.  Baronet  as  the 
sole  Lord  Justice.  Under  what  circum- 
stances was  that  warrant  issued  ?  A  sad, 
melancholy,  and  stupid  riot  broke  out  in 
Belfast  on  the  8th  of  August — the  House, 
will  notice  the  date.  On  that  day  where 
was  the  Govemment  of  Ireland  ?  I  may 
be  told  that  Lord  Carlisle,  whom  we  all 
respected  for  his  virtues,  his  gracious  eon- 
duct,  and  his  admirable  oourtesies  in  private 
life,  was  at  that  time  disabled.  We  under- 
stood he  had  resigned;  at  all  events,  there 
was  no  Lord  Lieutenant.  It  is  admitted 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  was  absent,  so  that  the  sole 
Governor  of  Ireland  was  Sir  George 
Brown.  There  is,  not,  I  believe,  a  moi'e 
gallant  veteran  in  tbe  British  service.  It 
is  said  he  served  under  Wellington.  He 
served  in  the  Crimea ;  he  was  sent  to 
Ireland  to  enjoy  his  otium  cum  dignitate. 
And  in  all  Europe  you  could  not  find  a 
gentleman  more  innocent  of  all  knowledge 
of  the  nature,  effect,  and  tendency  of  the 
warrant  he  issued.  Let  us  consider  for  a 
moment  what  that  warrant  is;  for  I  fear 
we  have  on  more  than  one  oooasion  ad- 
dressed the  Crown  to  issue  Commisstona  of 
Inquiry,  to  whieh  Commissiona  it  was  sup- 
posed the  privileges  and  powers  of  the 
House  were  communicated.  Our  privileges 
are  vast,  bnt  they  are  ineommunicable. 
How  can  we  communicate  to  a  Commission, 
even  by  an  Address  to  the  Crown,  the 
privileges  we  possess  ?  We  may  summon 
witnesses,  pay  them,  compel  them  to  come, 
publish  reports,  and  not  allow  any  power 
in  the  kingdom  to  quarrel  with  us  for  so 

doing.  But  what  iibi5^^?>@&rf^^ 
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■ona  appirinted  u  a  Owmiiiiton  vaAwe  ao 
Addreu  to  the  Crovn  \fy  this  House  f 
Lord  Coke  hu  been  referred  to;  bat  in  tlie 
day*  of  Lord  Coke,  when  the  priooiples  of 
coostitutional  law  appear  to  hare  been 
better  andentood  than  they  are  now  upon 
the  TreaBury  Bench,  Commissions  of  In- 
quiry into  orimea  and  offeooes  wa*e  held  to 
he  roid,  because  tbey  wanted  the  warrant 
of  an  Act  of  ParliameDt,  and  the  power 
did  not  exist  OTen  in  the  Crown  to  give 
these  gentlemen  the  power  they  presome 
to  exercise.  This  question  arose  in  a  rery 
interesUng  way,  wben  O'Connell  was  at  the 
bar  of  Ireland.  The  House  of  Commons 
had  just  passed  «i  Address  to  the  Crown 
to  issue  a  Commisnon  to  inqiure  into  the 
eorporations  of  Ireknd.  Obserre  what  fid' 
loired.  There  was  no  interferesee  with 
the  criminal  law,  there  was  no  question  of 
any  trials  about  to  take  place,  and  there 
was  no  obstruction  of  public  justice.  The 
CommissioDsrs,  with  their  reporter,  risited 
Cork,  and  there  arose  the  case  which  is 
kuowu  as  the  case  of  the  "  Oolden  Loaf." 
It  arose  in  this  way.  The  Commissioners 
arrived  and  opened  their  court.  Theyealled 
npon  all  persons  who  had  any  aoeusations  to 
make  against  the  eorporate  body  to  come  in 
and  say  what  they  pleased.  Accordingly, 
a  master  baker,  having  a  grieranee,  ap- 
peared before  the  Commissionen  and  nar- 
rated it.  It  appeared  that  some  years  ago 
a  person,  whom  he  named,  was  mayor  of 
the  dty,  and  it  was  the  custom  of  the 
bakers  of  the  eity  to  give  the  mayor  a 
golden  loaf.  They,  wishing  him  to  re- 
gfhlate  in  their  favour  the  assise  of  bread, 
presented  to  him  what  contained  within  it 
that  which  was  acceptable  to  his  feelings. 
This  baker  made  bis  statement  to  the 
Oommiaaioners,  and  the  repwter  took  it 
down—- 

"  !ni«  Court :  b  there  auTtbiD;  elss  jrou  have 
to  f— Witeen  t  I  have  an  initanee  of  a  £10 
note  sUpping  into  the  maytM^s  poeket  from  off  the 
Board-room  table  of  the  Hoese  of  IttdaBti7«  and 
it  never  slipped  out  sinoe." 

The  Uayor  was  absent  from  Cwk  at  the 
time,  and  the  first  noUee  he  got  of  any- 
thing be£Di«  the  CMnmisHoiiers  waa  the 
deseriptioB  of  himself,  whioh  he  read  in 
the  newapapers.  The  reporter  who  accom- 
panied these  gentlemen  handed  the  evi- 
dence to  the  witness,  who  corrected  it, 
and  then  it  was  sent  to  the  newspapers. 
The  llayor  was  advised  by  an  eminent 
counsel  to  move  for  a  criminal  information 
against  tbe  witness,  upon  the  ground  tbat 
he  had  been  a  party  to  tb«  pibOflatiOB  of  ft 
ifr.  WMtmd» 


graas  Ub^  The  pmat  waa  ugnad  1^ 
Mr.  O'Connell  and  Mr.  Holmes,  and  it  was 
said  that  the  publieation  was  privileged  be- 
oause  it  was  a  full  and  aoeurate  report 
of  tbe  proceedings  in  a  court  of  jns- 
tioe,  or,  at  all  events,  in  a  court  of  in- 
quiry held  under  a  Resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  that  atthough  the 
statement  might  be  defamatory  and  sean- 
dalous,  yet  tbat  the  witness  was  protected, 
just  as  he  would  have  been  if  tbe  state- 
ment had  been  made  before  a  Committee 
of  tbe  House  itself.  It  was  insisted,  on 
the  ocher  side,  that  there  was  no  power  in 
the  Crown  to  issue  sooh  a  Commission,  and 
that  even  an  Addreu  of  the  Honse  ^  Com- 
mons would  not  give  it  any  validity.  The 
case  eame  by  appeid  to  BngUnd;  and  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  day,  in  delivering 
judgment,  said  that  it  was  eontended  that 
a  right  existed  to  report  truly  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  court  of  justice;  but  that  prin- 
ciple was  not  applicable  to  the  present  case, 
because  this  was  a  commission  of  inquiry 
and  not  a  court  of  justice;  it  had  not  the 
characteristios  of  one,  but  waa  preparatory 
to  some  ulteriw  measures  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inquiry  merely.  The  erideneo  was 
entirely  tm  parte,  and  the  proeeedings  bore 
less  analogy  to  those  of  a  eourt  of  joatiee 
than  to  those  before  a  poliee  magistrate  w 
at  a  coroner'a  inqoest.  If,  therefore,  Uiose 
proceedings  were  defamatory  th»  might 
tend  to  prejo^ce  the  publie  mind  «id  to 
defeat  the  ends  of  justiee  if  the  oase  were 
brought  to  trial.  And  Ur.  Jnatiee  Burton 
said  that  it  was  impossible  to  say  that 
those  proceedings  took  place  before  a  tri- 
boual  which  had  any  analogy  to  a  eonrt  of 
justiee,  for  a  oonrt  of  justioe  had  authority 
to  hear  and  determine  cases,  whereas  the 
tribunal  in  question  oonld  hear  merely;  the 
Commissioners  were  only  to  inquire  into 
certain  ^ts ;  they  could  not  give  an 
aequittal;  they  wwe  empowered  to  hear 
evidenoe.  and  that  ate  poirU — not  for  the 
purpose  of  being  commnnieated  to  the 
public,  but  of  being  returned  to  another 
place.  He  then  said  that  anything  whieh 
might  inflame  tbe  puUio  mind  where  a  man 
waa  likely  to  be  tried  waa  a  high  crime 
and  misdomeaiioar,  aod  that  to  publish  it 
waa  not  merely  unoonstitDtionat,  but  il- 
legal. Weil,  take  another  ease — a  case 
which  I  myself  argued — I  mean  that  of 
Ur.  Jardine,  a  magistrate  knd  a  man  of 
wealth — not  like  the  unfortnoate  artiaans 
of  Belfast,  who  were  not,  however,  be- 
cause they  were  poor,  to  he  deprived  of 
dwir  titlo  to  jiii%^,3|^G^I^ 
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tma^t  before  a  m&glstnita  ehargad  with 
h&ving  been  engaged  in  some  alleged 
riotous  proeeedingt ;  bat  the  charge  was 
Bet  entertuned.  He  was  brought  np  a 
■eeond  time,  but  the  magistrates  thought 
there  was  no  case.  Then  the  GoTemment 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  that  day  (the 
Earl  of  Clarendon),  ordered  a  geotleman, 
whom  I  call  an  illegal  inquisitor,  to  go 
down  and  inquire  into  the  ease.  I  deny 
his  authority.  It  was  illegal.  Where  did 
be  gat  this  aatboritj  f  Two  gen^emen 
arrind  in  a  town  and  begin  to  inquire 
into  your  eharaeter,  your  bebariour,  your 
polttioB  behind  your  baeks.  b  that  legal  ? 
lir.  Jardine  broaghC  the  matter  into  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Benoh  by  applying  for 
a  criminal  information  against  the  news- 
papw  which  had  poblisbed  the  report  of 
the  proceedings  or  this  nnconititucioDal 
tribnnal.  And  it  was  admitted  by  the 
court  that  tf  there  were  in  oonsequenoe  of 
the  report  any  prejudice  done  to  the 
indiridnal  there  was  no  justification.  The 
naatter  was  brought  before  the  House  of 
Lords  by  one  who  is  not  only  a  statesman 
and  a  poet,  bat  a  good  lawyer,  also — 
I  mean  I^i^  Derby  i  and  there  was  a  de- 
fence bj  Lord  Clarendon  to  this  effect- 
that  knowing  that  the  inquisitor  could  not 
aat  without  a  eommission  of  the  peace, 
ha  had  made  him  a  mogislriUe  befiwe 
■CBding  him  down.  But  anyone  oe- 
qoMotw  with  the  law  oonld  hare  punted 
out  that  in  doing  so  he  had  acted  with 
more  conning  than  candour,  because  the 
CommisBioaer  was  to  act  not  as  a  magis- 
trate, baring  Hr.  Jardine  before  him  on 
Bumnrans,  iMt  acted  by  virtue  of  his 
commiseioD  and  under  the  authority  oi  it. 
It  was  then  understood  Uiat  they  were  to 
hare  no  more  of  this  irregular  tribunal. 
At  a  later  period  a  ease  arose  which 
might  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House, 
ana  only  that  gentlemen  in  Ireland  are 
upon  this  sabject  quite  inoorrigible,  I 
^uld  ask  the  House  to  put  an  end  to  all 
dealings  of  this  description — dealings  which 
woold  Mt  be  tolerated  in  tiiis  country. 
Thia  was  the  ease  of  Hr.  Balle.  Mr. 
Balfe  had  taken  some  part  in  an  eleetion 
—it  was  SMd  that  he  had  personated  the 
voter,  but  that  was  not  the  fact.  Down 
went  a  Commissioner  to  know  whether  he 
had  done  this  thing.  The  Government 
had  as  much  aothwity  to  send  him  down 
to  inquire  as  to  out  off  Mr.  Balfe's  head, 
and  I  know  what  I  should  cndearonr  to 
do  in  anoh  a  ease.  The  Oommissioner, 
Hr.  DMMlafH,  wm  »  vuMt  oonrtaooa 


gentleman.  He  went  very  cautiously  to 
work,  and  said  to  the  parties,  "  Will  yoa 
consent  to  be  sworn  f "  No  doubt  the 
learned  inquisitor  thought  that  the  consent 
which  gives  the  power  of  administering 
an  oath  in  arbitration  cases  in  civil  matters 
could  be  brought  into  an  inquiry  such  as 
he  wished  to  preside  over.  The  persons 
did  consent  to  take  the  oath,  and  the 
Commissioner,  without  a  jury,  in  the 
capacity  of  an  illegal  inquisitor,  investi- 
gated the  question  of  Hr.  BiUfe's  guilt  or 
innooenee,  and  reported  that  he  was  in- 
nocent. The  matter  was  brought  brfore 
the  House  by  the  hen.  Uember  who  then 
sat  for  Portarlington  (Colonel  Dunne),  and 
the  hou.  Member  for  Liskeard  (Hr.  Bemal 
Osborne)  made  one  of  bis  spicy  speeches 
upon  the  occasion.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  late  Secretary  for  Ireland,  now 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  who  was  the  of- 
fender, with  that  gravity  that  belongs  to  him, 
said  on  that  oeoasion,  *'  How  can  you 
eomplain  f  Is  there  not  a  clause  in  the 
Act  regulating  the  constabulary  which 
enables  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  appoint 
persons  to  administer  an  oath  t*'  Hon. 
Uembers  turned  to  the  Constabulary  Act, 
and  found  there— 

"  Be  it  enaoted  that  the  Lord  Lieatenant  shall 
hare  power  to  direct  the  ^peotor  Oeneral  to 
i4>polnt  two  pwson*  to  examiiM  bito  the  oondoot 
or  miMMmdoot  of  all  persons  cwosoted  with  thai 
Tort  force,  and  to  adminiiter  an  oath." 

The  argamant  of  the  right  hon.  Oentie- 
man  was  that  beeaase  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment gives  power  to  administer  an  oath 
a  person  who  had  no  Act  of  Parliament 
in  bis  favour  oonld  do  the  same.  That 
was  the  most  unfortunate  argument  I  think 
I  ever  beard  from  so  clear-headed  a  Gentle- 
man. But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department  flew 
to  the  rescue.  I  think,  however,  his 
candour  forsook  him  on  that  oooasion,  for, 
even  when  he  seems  to  be  striving  against 
it,  I  must  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that 
despite  all  his  efforU  Us  native  cuidoar 
compels  him  before  he  sits  down  to  admit 
what  he  thinks  i  hut  la  this  ease  he  was 
obliged  to  admit  what  ha  believed,  that 
there  was  nether  lav  nor  reason  in  the 
case. 

Sir  GBORGB  GRET  :  I  used  no  such 
words— I  have  got  Uie  words  here  {[See 
3  Saniard,  civi.  1102.] 

Hb.  WHITESIDE  t  Would  you  oblige 
me  with  them?  I  wi^  to  qooM  them  oor<' 
reotly.  I  certafakly  anderatood  ^e  right 
he..  Oo-tkoiMi  ^^Mny^t^9^ 
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that  tbat  ridionlona  CommisBioii  iroald  be 
the  last  of  the  eeriea.  I  nndentood  that  to 
have  beeD  the  declaration  of  the  right  hon. 
Qentletnan.  If  I  mi^undentood  him  bo 
much  the  worse  for  him  and  his  Govern- 
ment,  because,  I  renture  to  aay,  before 
this  debate  closes  erery  impartial  man  will 
be  of  opinion  tbat  a  more  uncooatitutiona) 
act  could  not  have  been  done  than  for  Sir 
Qeorge  Brown  or  anj  other  man  to  assume 
an  authority  which  does  not  belong  even 
to  the  Sovereign  that  aits  on  the  throne. 
It  IB  said  that  this  is  a  matter  of  small  im- 
portfince.  It  is  no  sueh  thing.  Let  me 
touch  for  a  moment  upon  the  practice  of 
administering  an  oath  in  illegal  proceedings. 
We  passed  an  Act  of  Pariiament  to  forbid 
that  a  magistrate  or  anj  other  person 
should  presume  to  administer  an  oath  nn- 
leaa  in  legal  proceedinga  pending  before 
him.  In  the  time  of  a  Judge,  noTor  to  be 
named  without  respect,  for  hia  noble  cha- 
racter and  for  the  conatituttonal  priaciplea 
which  he  alirajs  ennnciated — I  mean  Lord 
Deoman — a  magistrate  presumed  to  hold 
an  inquiry  and  to  take  an  affidavit  affecting 
the  character  of  a  clergyman,  and  aent 
them  to  the  Biabop  of  Exeter.  This  eler* 
gyman  was  advised  to  indict  the  magistrate, 
who  was  indicted  accordingly,  for  adminis- 
tering an  oath  in  a  matter  in  which  he 
had  no  jurisdiction.  The  case,  known  as 
"  The  Queen  v.-  Knott,"  came  before  the 
Oourt  of  Qoeen's  Bench ;  and  when  the 
ootinsd  for  the  magistrate  sud  it  was  a 
matter  of  small  consequence.  Lord  Denman 
obaerred  that  false  evidence  might  be  given 
upon  SQch  an  inquiry,  though  the  parties 
would  not  be  liable  to  an  indictment  for 
perjury;  and  thus  a  kind  of  mock  tribunal 
was  erected  before  which  the  characters 
of  absent  persons  might  be  sworn  away 
without  relief ;  there  was  the  semblance 
of  a  judicial  proceeding  without  the  reality. 
Can  anything  be  more  clear  ?  Such 
was  the  light  in  which  Lord  Denman 
regarded  this  proceeding.  *'  A  meek  tri- 
bunal I  "  Persons  administering  an  oath 
who  have  no  legal  authority  to  administer 
iC  Tbat  is  the  case  here;  and,  therefore, 
if  even  this  were  an  inquiry  asked  for  by 
an  Address  from  Pariiunent,  whieh  it  is 
not,  I  ask  what  kind  of  tribunal  ta  that 
which  allows  the  administration  of  oaths 
without  the  power  to  punish  a  witness  for 
P^ijury,  and  without  the  power  to  protect 
him  ?  We  hare  in  England  a  beautiful 
system  of  law.  We  are  not  living  under 
an  American  President,  who  can  do  what 
he  likea.  Our  laws  are  dear  and  prewuw. 
Jfr.  WMUtide 


I  venture  to  think  that  they  are  the  b«t 
in  the  world,  and  I  desire  to  have  them 

enforced  as  they  are  found  recorded  in  the 
statute-book,  with  all  proper  safeguards  for 
liberty  and  for  character — not  as  they  are 
laid  down  in  Dublin  Castle,  even  though 
stamped  with  the  signature  of  that  veteran 
soldier  Sir  George  Brown.  There  is  ano- 
ther point  to  be  borne  in  mind.  The 
courts  of  justice  in  England  have,  through- 
out a  long  course  of  time,  been  inflexible 
in  punishing  those  who  reflect  upon  men 
not  yet  tried.  In  the  case  of  the  Brighton 
note  some  years  ago  an  innoceat  man 
was  shot  by  a  soldier  or^  a  constable. 
Before  the  trial  reflections  were  cast  by  a 
newspaper  upon  the  person  who  had  shot 
him.  The  newspaper  said  it  seemed  ex- 
traordinary that  a  town  whieh,  above  all 
others,  had  been  eonapicaons  for  its  order 
and  tranquillity  ahould  all  at  once  become 
a  scene  of  tumult,  and  a  place  for  the  shed- 
ding of  innocent  blood.  Tbat  seems  mo- 
derate ;  but  the  journal  in  which  this  lan- 
guage appeared  was  brought  into  the  Court 
of  Queen's  Bench,  and  Lord  Ellenboroagh 
said  it  had  commented  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  civil  power,  represented  the  calling 
out  of  the  military  ea  unnecessary,  and 
contained  an  ex  parie  statement  of  the 
facts,  so  that  the  rule  for  a  criminal  infor- 
mation mnst  be  made  absolute.  Nothioe 
was  more  important,  emd  thta  learoM 
Judg^  than  that  trials  shonld  take  place 
without  the  creation  of  prejudice  in  the 
minds  of  the  jury  on  one  side  or  the  other. 
Id  a  subaequent  inatance.  Lord  Ellen- 
borough  distinguished  between  cases  in 
which  comments  were  made  upon  the  eon- 
duct  of  persons  where  the  trials  were  not 
yet  begun  or  not  yet  concluded,  and  those 
in  which  both  sides  bad  been  beard  and 
the  matter  finally  determined,  where  public 
comment  is  salutary  and  must  be  permitted. 
He  said  tbat  every  one  might  be  questioned 
in  a  court  of  law,  and  called  upon  to  defend 
Ilia  character  and  life,  and  that  there  conld 
he  no  security  for  either  if  comments  were 
allowed  to  be  made  beforehand,  and  if  the 
prejudices  of  the  jury  were  thua  excited. 
1  could  multiply  opiaiona  ezpresaed  by  onr 
heat  Judges  establishing  the  same  principle, 
and  m  what  a  perfect  light  is  ear  law 
thereby  exhibited  t  Punish  a  man  with  hesi- 
tation— punish  him  severely  and  promptly  ; 
but,  even  while  the  arm  of  the  law  is  raised 
to  punish,  convince  him  tbat  yen  do  ao 
with  impartiality,  with  temperance,  and  with 
justice.  That  has  not  been  done  in  the 
ease  before  ns.  ^^  j^^i^^^t^^- 
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eiple  laid  down  hj  the  Judges.  And 
what  is  oar  complaint  ?  These  riots  occur 
in  AaguBt ;  but  from  that  hour  to  the 
present  not  one  of  the  rioters  has  been 
brought  to  justice.    [Sir  Robert  Feel  : 
Thej  could  not  be.]    The   right  hon. 
Oentleman  is  mistaken,  for  the  custom  has 
been  in  all  riots  of  this  kind  to  issue,  after 
a  certain  interval,  a  Special  Commission. 
It  is  especially  necessary  in  this  case,  be- 
cause there  are  no  winter  assizes  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  the  result  will  be  that  by  the 
end  of  March  these  men  will  have  been 
seven  months  imprisoned.    Look  at  the 
hardship  of  that   The  loose,  desultory, 
and  ragne  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
man cannot  extricate  the  Goremment  fivm 
the  eonsoqueDces  of  this  serious  state  of 
things.   For  what  are  the  facts?  Two 
Quarter  Sessions  have  elapsed  since  the 
riots ;  but,  though  some  of  the  offences 
charged  are  trifling,  and  though  gentlemen 
of  high  station  sit  at  these  sessions,  which 
are  presided  over  by  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
Counsel,  the  authorities  would  not  allow 
one  case  to  be  tried  there.  Thus,  no  special 
Commission  being  issued,  there  being  no 
winter  assizes,  and  no  trials  at  the  Quarter 
Sessions  being  allowed,  none  of  the  pri- 
soners can  be  tried  till  the  end  of  March. 
Meanwhile,  to  tlie  surprise  of  the  world, 
this  warrant  is  suddenly  issued  from  Dublin 
Caetle.    Now,  there  is  no  use  in  telling 
me  that  other  Commissions  of  Inquiry  bare 
issued.   My  answer  is  that  we  have  com- 
pluned  of  those  inquiries  ;  we  hare  brought 
them  twice  before  Parliament,  and  twice 
into  the  Queen's  Bench  ;  and  we  now  ask 
whether  the  House  of  Commons  will  sanc- 
tion the  appointment  of  this  unconstitu- 
tional iribuoal,  and  will  sanction  such  a 
usurpation  as  in  the  case  before  us.  Refer 
me  to  the  book  and  page-  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  which  authorizes  you  to  insti- 
tnle  this  court,  and  do  not  answer  me  by 
saying  that  you  can  issue  a  Commission  of 
Inquiry  into  the  fisheries,  or  other  subjects 
of  that  class.    After  a  recital  of  the  fact 
that  riots  had  taken  place,  the  warrant 
proceeded  : — "  We  do  authorize  and  nomi- 
nate "  the  Commissioners  to  bold  a  Court 
of  Inquiry ;  the  **  we  "  being  apparently 
Sir  Oeorge  Brown.   The  Commissioners 
were  to  inquire  into — 

"  The  existlDg  loool  amogonents  for  tfae 
MmtioD  of  the  peace  of  that  borongh,  the 
numsgemeDt  and  jarisdietion  exeroiaed  within  it, 
■nd  Ute  amoaot,  and  oooatitation,  snd  efflcieocy 
of  the  polioe  foroe  usiulljr  aniUble  there ;  the 
pnxModiogs  ti^n  hj  the  magistrates  and  other 

VOL.  CLXXTU.   [iFiB9  otaira.] 


local  authorities  towards  the  prevention  or  snp< 
preasion  of  the  said  riots  and  disturbuiees  ;  and 
whether  these  authorities  and  the  existing  polioe 
force  are  adequate  to  the  fnture  maiDtenanoe  of 
order  and  tranquillitj  within  the  borough ;  and 
whether  anj  and  what  changes  ought  to  be  made 
in  the  local,  magisterial,  and  polioe  jurisdiction, 
arrangemeotfl^  and  establishment,  with  a  view  to 
the  better  praserration  of  the  pnblie  psaoe  and 
the  prerentioa  or  ^ompt  sa^Mtion  of  riot  and 
disorder." 

Now,  I  will  adopt  the  hint  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  and  will  not  read  the  opening 
statement  of  the  learned  Commissioner. 
It  may  be  fancied  by  some  of  those  who 
hear  me  that  a  Judge  should  hear  the 
evidence  first,  and  state  bis  oonclusioos 
afterwards;  Imt  tfae  peculiarity  and  tfae 
novelty  faere  are  that  Mr.  Barry,  one  of 
the  Commifisioners,  begins  by  describing 
the  whole  affair,  denounces  the  rioters, 
declares  that  the  whole  oivilized  world  has 
heard  of  these  occurrences,  and.  having 
pronounced  this  opinion  upon  the  character 
of  the  riots,  says  that  he  will  now  proceed 
to  hear  the  evidence.  A  solicitor  next 
appears  before  the  Commiaaioners,  as  he 
states,  on  behalf  of  forty  of  the  prisoners; 
and  this  is  tfae  colloquy  that  passes.  Mr. 
M'Lean  asked,  whether  the  Commission- 
ers had  power  to  examine  witneaaes  on 
oath.  The  answer  was,  "No."  Then, 
he  asked,  bad  the  Commissioners  power 
to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses? 
The  answer  of  the  inquisitor  was  again 
"  No."  Then  would  a  witness  who  stated 
an  untruth  be  liable  to  proceedings  for 
perjury  ?  The  chief  inquisitor,  with  con- 
siderable animation,  said,  **  Certidnly  not.** 
Then  Mr.  M'Lean  asked,  whether  inquiry 
would  be  mode  into  the  causes  of  the  riots  ? 
The  answer  was,  "Not  directly,"  except 
so  far  as  they  bore  upon  the  points  of  in- 
quiry referred  to  in  the  warrant.  ["Hear  I"] 
I  quite  uuderstand  that  cheer — of  course 
tfae  Commissioners  did  everything  which 
they  said  at  tfaat  time  they  could  not  do. 
Now  this  gentleman  said,  "Under  these 
circumstances  I  beg  to  withdraw,"  and  he 
handed  in  on  the  part  of  certain  of  the 
prisoners  a  protest  to  tfae  effect  that  the 
inauiry,  as  condncted,  was  calculated  to 
reflect  upon  persons  about  to  be  tried,  and 
would  be  prejudicial  to  them  by  diuemi- 
nating  folse  reports  of  their  guilt  amongst 
those  from  whom  the  jury  wonld  be  taken 
who  would  have  to  tiy  them.  The  Com- 
missionera  received  the  protest,  but  they 
did  not  and  could  not  give  an  answer  to  it, 
and  the  Qoveromenk  have  given  no  answer 
to  it,  save  in  die  nneonstil 
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elaborate  ipeech  of  the  right  hoD.  Baronet 
the  Chief  Seeretarj  for  Ireland,  who  ap- 
pears to  reat  noder  the  detaaion  that  we 
ID  this  HoQse,  who  represent  amnethiDg  in 
that  eonntty,  shoald  allow  him,  who  repre- 
sents nothing  there,  to  gorem  Ireland  In 
the  fashion  he  ia  prepared  to  do,  as  indi- 
oated  in  thn  ease.  On  what  principles  was 
the  last  inquiry  at  Belfast  conducted  *  The 
Commission  sat  forty  days,  twenty-two  of 
which  were  occupied  with  the  case  of  one 
UcCormack,  who  has  been  committed 
for  murder.  The  whole  of  the  evideDce 
as  to  riots  was  brought  before  the  Commis- 
sioners in  the  case  against  that  man.  If 
the  Report  to  be  laid  on  the  table  contains 
the  same  statements  that  hare  been  com- 
municated to  me,  they  will  be  read  with 
great  pain.  The  Commissioners  asked 
whether  the  details  on  which  the  counsel 
was  entering  were  important,  and  the  skilful 
Niii  Priui  lawyer  replied  that  they  would 
be  nsefnl  to  uiow  the  time  when  the 
military  came  np.  That  was  not  it;  bat  the 
object  was  to  prqjndge  the  case  with  re- 
spect to  what  was  described  as  a  brutal 
murder,  hut  which,  when  the  accused  man 
has  the  opportunity  of  beiog  beard,  will 
receive  a  very  different  colour.  The 
Commissioners  after  hearing  numerous 
oases  of  assaults  gave  notice  that  they 
would  not  gire  any  attention  to  anything 
but  specific  charges,  so  that  the  persons 
charged  might  hare  the  opportunity  of 
appearing  before  them  and  rebuttiug  the 
accusation.  What  is  that  but  trying  the 
ease  ?  The  evideDce  was  not  on  oath, 
peijary  could  not  he  assigned,  and  charges 
might  be  made  behind  a  person's  back. 
This  is  not  English  law,  yet  it  is  justified 
by  those  who  boast  of  being  the  champions 
of  English  freedom  in  this  eowitry.  Will 

?roa  wH  me  how  the  aeensed  man,  who  is 
n  prison,  could  appear  before  the  Commis- 
sion t  He  would  be  rery  glad  to  remove 
from  the  place  where  he  is.  The  man, 
HoCormack,  is  charged,with  murder  under 
these  ciroamstances  :  —  He  went  to  the 
police-court  two  months  before  to  look  after 
a  friend's  case,  and  while  standing  there 
an  inquiry  was  made  whether  an  informant 
could  identify  a  person  accused.  At  the 
request  of  the  magistrates  a  number  of 
persons  were  placed  in  a  row,  and  the  man 
I  have  referrcH]  to  made  one  of  the  nnmben 
The  informant  looked  at  the  persons  in 
the  row,  and  aud  that  none  of  tiiem  were 
in  the  riot.  The  man  went  back  to  his 
work  in  September,  and  in  Norember  he 
wa»  arrested  on  the  information  of  the  very 


same  person  who  had  foiled  to  identify  him 
before.  The  man  applied  for  bail,  his 
master,  who  fully  beliered  his  innocence, 
offering  to  become  surety  for  him  to  the 
amount  of  £500.  An  application  to  biul 
was  made  in  tiie  Irish  Court  of  Qneen's 
Bench,  bat  it  was  resisted  by  the  Solicitor 
General,  on  the  ground  that  as  on  the 
information  he  was  charged  with  a  pmitire 
crime,  they  were  bound  to  keep  him  in 
custody,  and  the  consequence  was  that  he 
was  now  in  prison  awaiting  his  trial  for 
murder,  and  the  Court  of  Queen's  Beach 
felt  bound  to  detain  him  in  custody.  If, 
howerer,  the  information  I  hare  receired 
be  true,  not  fire  minutes  will  elapse 
after  the  learned  Judge's  charge  before 
the  jury  will  acquit  him.  I  do  not  blame 
Her  Majesty's  Goremment  for  that,  be- 
cause the  law  is  against  them;  but  what 
I  do  oomplun  of  is  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  does  not  appear  to  conceire  that 
it  is  the  publication  of  the  matter  which 
reflects  on  the  man  before  he  is  tried, 
and  hearing  his  case  behind  his  back. 
Well,  the  Commisuoneri  at  last  said  that 
they  would  not  hear  a  case  reflecting 
upon  a  person  unless  the  man  so  re- 
flected on  had  the  opportunity  of  appear- 
ing and  answering  the  statements  against 
him.  But  they  had  no  right  to  demand 
an  answer  or  to  enter  into  any  speclfio 
case,  aud  erery  step  of  this  proceeding 
shows  the  Talue  of  our  eonstitution  in 
not  allowing  new-fongled  inrentions  to 
grow  up,  and  in  proriding  that  persons 
shall  be  tried  according  to  the  good  old 
practice,  according  to  which  the  court  has 
the  power  to  hear,  to  determine,  condemn, 
or  acquit.  ICany  years  ago  a  Commission 
was  issued  on  the  pretence  that  it  was 
necessary  to  inquire  respecting  the  police 
force  of  Belfast.  I  recollect  hearing  a 
gentleman — amerchant — describe  the  town 
of  Belfast  and  its  police  force.  When  my 
friend  first  knew  the  place  it  had  only 
25.000  inhabitants,  now  it  has  140,000; 
and  it  was,  therefore,  contrary  to  common 
sense  to  suppose  that  a  police  force  which 
was  adequate  at  the  first  period  would  be 
sufficient  when  the  population  was  so  much 
increased,  and  numbers  of  persons  hare 
poured  into  the  town,  some  of  them  being 
restless  and  ill-behared.  The  police  of 
that  time  only  carried  big  sticks,  and  not 
arms;  they  appeared  in  the  market>plaoo» 
ohased  the  little  boys*  and  ptaBertM  the 
peace  of  the  town;  but  it  is  quite  erident 
that  will  not  do  now,  That-natarallriled 
to  the  inquiry  int<iP  «he^<JitaW*^^»a. 
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aod  efficiency  of  the  poiiee  force  of  Bel- 
hnt.  Well,  the  CommiBBioaen  of  1857 
iiiTeetigated  the  sttbjeot,  and  reported 
that 

"  these  nutttera  lead  na  to  believe  that  in  the 
oonstitutioa'of  the  polioe  fbroe  there  are  seriouH 
errors  oalling  for  immediate  remedy,  and  to  re- 
commend that  a  total  change  ehould  be  eifeeted 
in  the  mode  of  appointment  and  the  management 
^  the  local  pelioe  of  Bel&st." 

They  add>  at  the  end  of  the  Report,  that 
thej  vifih  that  tiro  Roman  Catholic  gen- 
tlemen should  be  added  to  the  police  of 
the  town.  The  very  first  thing  done  hy  the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  under  Lord 
Derby's  GoTcmment,  was  to  offer  the  com- 
mission to  two  Roman  Catholic  gentlemen, 
and  the  thanks  of  the  community  were 
given  for  the  measure  bo  adopted.  The 
next  step  taken  by  Lord  Derby's  GkiTem- 
ment  was  to  introdoee  a  Bill  in  reference 
to  the  formation  of  the  Belfast  police ;  and 
on  the  4th  of  June,  1858,  Mr.  (now  Judge) 
Fitsgerald  stood  up  on  the  floor  of  this 
House,  and  said  that  the  late  Government 
had  appointed  a  Commission  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  outrages,  and  that  those 
gentlemen  had  reported  a  state  of  facts 
that  would  startle  the  House ;  and  they 
said  that  the  police  force  was  plainly 
insufficient  to  protect  the  town;  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  then  Government 
to  bare  proposed  legislation  in  reference  to 
the  subject,  and  especially  as  to  the  police 
arrangements  of  Belfast,  which  were  un- 
doubtedly in  a  Teiy  unsatisfactory  state  ; 
and  he  md  that  he  did  not  tlunk  that  the 
Oovemmeot  would  do  their  doty  to  the 
people  of  Belfiist  if  they  left  the  polioe  in 
that  condition,  and  my  noble  Friend  the 
then  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Lord  Naas), 
replied  that  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  police 
of  the  towns  of  Ireland  generally  was  in 
preparation,  and  that  when  it  should  be 
seen  he  thought  that  all. the  wishes  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  be  fulfilled.  [See 
3  Hansard,  cl.  1535.]  Now,  any  hon. 
Gentleman  referring  to  the  report  of  the 
then  head  of  the  constabulary  in  reference 
to  the  Belfast  polioe  will  see  that  some 
valuable  suggestions  of  that  officer  were  em- 
bodied in  the  Bill  which  the  Govemment  of 
Lord  Derby  introduced.  [SirGsoEcrB  Orbt  : 
Not  before  July.]  Better  to  do  it  in  July 
than  not  do  it  at  all.  It  ia  eaay  to  object, 
but  not  so  easy  to  perform.  That  Bill  was 
brought  in,  and  it  was  opposed  by  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  now  sitUng  on  the  Uinisterial 
Benches.  My  right  boo.  Friend,  then  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 


ment, had  approved  that  Bill,  and  gave  ns 
his  assistance  in  preparing  it,  not  thinking 
it  unworthy  of  his  position  to  visit  us  ia 
Ireland  for  the  purpose.  If  that  Bill  was 
wrong  in  its  details,  why  did  you  not  correct 
them  ?  It  was  founded  on  a  report  and 
designed  to  meet  a  crying  evil  demanding 
an  immediate  remedy ;  and  why  did  you 
not,  when  your  own  Attorney  General  ad- 
mitted it  would  be  a  failure  to  leave  matters 
as  they  stood,  bring  in  a  measure  that 
would  have  prevented  a  repetition  of  those 
disgraceful  riots  which  the  Commissioners 
feared  would  break  out  again  if  the  poiiee 
force  wertB  not  remodelled  ?  The  BiH 
which  we  brought  in  was  not  a  party 
measure,  but  one  of  a  wise  and  prudent 
character,  intended  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  country ;  and  when  we  are  asked 
why  we  did  not  carry  it  ?  the  answer  is, 
because  of  the  nnjustiflahle  opposition  yon 
offered  to  it.  But  I  acquit  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Chief  Secretary  of  all  blame 
or  even  knowledge  as  to  that,  for  at  that 
time  he  did  not  occupy  his  present  position^ 
and  the  beet  possible  defence  I  can  make 
for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  do  it 
in  alt  sincerity,  is,  that  his  mind  was  a  per- 
fect blank  upon  it ;  he  had  not  then  been 
concerned  with  Irish  affairs.  Sir,  I  was 
surprised  to  hear  hon.  Members  below 
the  gangway  applauding  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  while  he  was  trying  to  vindi- 
cate the  policy  of  this  nnoonstitutiooat 
and  inexpedient  Commisuoir.  What  would 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  county  of 
Longford  (Mr.  O'Reilly)  think  if,  while 
his  proceedings  at  the  election  for  the 
county  which  he  represents  were  about  to  be 
inquired  into,  before  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  being  heard  in  the  House,  a  Commission 
was  sent  down  to  Longford  to  investigate 
his  conduct.  [Mr.  O'Reillt  made  a  re- 
mark which  was  not  heard.]  He  would 
remind  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  a  had  pre- 
cedent, even  though  set  against  those  from 
whom  you  differ  to  day,  may  be  set  against 
yourselves  to-morrow,  and  you  may  your- 
selves suffer  from  the  mieohievous  and 
unconstitutional  doctrine  that  you  have 
sancUoned,  What  would  he  have  said 
when  O'Connell  was  on  his  trial  if,  be- 
fore he  was  tried,  a  Commission  had  been 
sent  down  to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  the 
riots,  the  nature  of  the  assemblies,  and 
the  nature  of  the  meetings  he  summoned 
to  be  held  ?  He  would  have  been  amongst 
the  loudest  advocates  to  say  the  prisoner 
ought  to  be  tried  fairly  and  "J^gJklgJj? 
the  Constitution  —  not  by  a^Owalrigite 
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isBoed  alike  against  law,  precedent,  and 
the  Constitution.  Beware  how  yon  saoe- 
tion  anch  things.  Ireland  is  oar  coantrj, 
and  if  it  is  to  be  goveraed  by  English  law 
the  sooner  we  have  done  with  it  the  bet- 
ter. That  law  is  a  perfect  and  wise  system 
when  it  ia  not  marred  and  perrerted  by 
these  misohieTous  innoratiooa.  Let  hon. 
Gentlemen,  then,  not  be  too  elated  with 
the  result  of  this  Oommisaion*  even  though 
it  waa  founded  on  the  high  authority  of 
Sir  George  Brown.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet began  by  oomplimeoting  my  hou. 
aod  learned  Friend  upon  the  moderate 
tone  in  which  he  had  iotroduoed  this  serious 
constitutional  question  to  the  notice  of  the 
House  ;  but  by  a  strange  inconsistency  he 
bad  not  gone  far  before  be  began  to  treat 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend's  speech  as  a 
Tery  intemperate  piece  of  declamation.  I 
do  not  know  that  the  northern  blood  of  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  often  leads  him 
to  indulge  in  impassioned  invective ;  but 
we  may  be  all  open  to  this  censure  ;  and 
fortunate  is  it  for  us  all  that  we  bare  a 
Uentor  so  calm,  ao  philosophic,  so  unmoved 
as  the  right  hon.  Banmet,  to  pnnt  out  to  ua 
the  path  in  which  we  ahonld  walk,  and  not 
only  to  instruct  us  about  onr  own  eonntryf 
bnt  to  tntor  us  in  that  art  of  eloquence  of 
which  he  ia  so  great  a  master.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  hinted  that  my  ben.  and 
learned  Friend  had  mistaken  the  law,  and 
said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  law  was 
originally  pointed  against  processions  of  a 
certain  character  more  usual  in  the  Iforth. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  wrong  if 
he  meant  to  represent  that,  under  the 
5  &  Q  Will.  lY.,  nobody  could  be  prose- 
cuted unless  it  was  in  connection  with  an 
anniversary  known  to  the  Protestants  of 
Ireland.  The  Legislature  was  not  ao 
partial  as  that ;  I  deny  it  on  behalf  of  the 
FaHiament.  It  has  been  held  that  the 
walking  in  procession  with  banners  on  the 
18th  of  December  to  commemorate  the 
abutting  of  the  gates  of  Derry,  or  to  cele- 
brate ttie  retnm  of  Danid  O'Gonnell  to 
Parliament,  were  offeooea  ^^ainst  the  Act 
of  William  IV.,  and  eertun  funenUs  were 
held  to  be  iuatancea  of  the  same  thing. 
But  the  law  which  is  now  in  force  is  as 
clear  as  daylight.  I  do  not  wish  the  House 
to  think  that  1  complain  of  Parliament  for 
enacting  this  law,  still  less  of  the  Judges 
for  enforcing  it.    Because  if  you  choose  to 

£ss8  a  law  declaring;  that  nobody  in  Ire- 
md  ia  to  sneeie,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
people  to  try  and  obey  it,  aod  yon  must 
•ena  eveiybody  to  priam  who  ii  aeen  enn- 
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mitting  that  illegality.  If  you  pass  a  law 
declaring  that  no  prooessiona  shall  take 
place,  the  Judges  are  bound  to  execute 
it — they  are  bound  not  to  raise  quibbles, 
but  to  do  the  thing  which  they  are 
called  upon  to  do.  And  what  ia  that? 
It  is  admiited  on  all  hands  that  the  worda 
of  the  statute  were  adopted  for  the  veiy 
purpose  of  inclnding  all  kinda  of  proeea- 
sions  within  thmr  eeope.  These  words 
embraee-  all  assemblies  of  persons  who 
shall  meet  and  parade  together,  or  join  in 
procession,  or  wear,  bear,  or  have  with 
them  firearms,  or  other  dangerous  wea- 
pons,  or  a  flag  or  other  symbol,  the  display 
of  which  may  be  calculated  to  provoke 
animosity  between  various  classes  of  Her 
Majesty  s  subjects,  or  who  shall  play  music 
or  sing  any  song  which  may  be  calculated 
to  provoke  animosity,  &o.  I  will  not  say 
a  syllable  in  favour  of  that  law.  It  is  very 
doubtful  whether  in  a  free  country  there 
ought  to  be  such  a  law.  I  do  not  know 
why  you  should  send  to  prison  a  man  who 
thinks  fit,  it  may  be  in  his  unneceasary 
display  of  feeling,  to  say  that  he  rejoices 
in  the  Revolution,  or  in  the  advent  of  Kog 
William  III.,  or  why  yon  should  send  to 
prison  any  gentleman  who  thinks  fit  to 
meet  to  commemorate  the  life  or  charaoter 
of  Daniel  O'Oonnell.  But  that  has  nothing 
to  do  with  my  argument  now.  When  we 
come  to  consider  whether  we  should  renew 
that  law,  I  will  deal  with  that  question. 
But  what  I  say,  and  what  I  charge  the  Go* 
vemmeot  with,  is  that  the  administration 
of  the  law  in  their  hands  has  been  feeble, 
partial,  and  unjust.  Did  the  House  ob> 
serve  how  we  were  met  to-night  in  argu- 
ment ?  A  novel  and  unconstitutional 
expedient  waa  resorted  to.  A  letter  was 
produced,  written  by  the  Attorney  General 
for  thia  debate,  not  on  any  case  that  has 
been  aubmitted  to  him,  bnt  to  aerve  the 
turn  of  a  distressed  Chief  Secretary  in  a 
diflioulty.  And  that  is  the  way  in  whieh 
the  Chief  Secretary  goea  through  the 
mookw^  of  representing  Ireland  here  I 
If  he  IS  obligea  to  get  a  letter  from  his 
Attorney  General,  on  what  was  it  founded! 
Did  be  introduce  the  M'Manus  procession 
which  I  do  not  understand  any  counsel 
at  the  bar  to  say  was  lawful  ?  There  were 
many  thousands  present  at  that  ceremony, 
and  what  was  their  language  ?  Treason, 
and  nothing  more  nor  less.  Who  was  Mr. 
M'Manus  ?  I  saw  him  tried.  I  was  oon- 
cemed  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien, 
and  also  of  Mr.  Ueagber,  ofsboee  oweer 
aa  a  gennal  in  Aniei^7«^@cf«f^i!0 
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mneh.  Th»  were  tried  for  their  lives ;  ud 
I  do  not  hold  it  to  be  any  ground  of  censure 
agaioBt  me  that  I  did  appear  as  oonoBe)  for 
those  persons  who,  although  I  admit  I  did 
not  agree  with  them,  tmsted  their  lives  to 
mj  feeble  adrocacj.  I  web  not  prepared 
for  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  last  comments 
on  the  discharge  of  mj  professional  duty. 
He  has  a  right  to  criticize  as  mach  as  he 
pleases  what  I  say  here  ;  but  I  am  not  re- 
sponsible to  him  for  what  I  say  elsewhere. 
He  has  no  right  to  cut  out  the  miserable 
quotation  he  gare  ns  to-night  of  what  I 
may  have  aaii  twenty  years  ago,  when  I 
was,  perhaps,  not  as  wise  as  I  may  have 
since  beeome,  for  I  was  not  so  faroured 
then  as  I  am  now  with  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet for  my  instntetor.  But  this  man. 
If 'Huns,  was  sentenced  to  he  executed. 
He  was  pardoned  by  the  mercy  of  the 
Crown ;  for  I  make  hold  to  say  that  this 
ts  the  most  merciful  country  in  the  whole 
world  towards  those  who  attempt  to  sub- 
Tert  its  laws  and  Constitutioa.  This  gen- 
tleman was  pardoned  and  I  beliere  he  es- 
caped to  Califomia.  And  when  he  was  said 
to  have  died  there,  certain  men  holding 
his  opinion,  spoke  of  bringing  his  body 
hack  to  Dublin.  The  first  thing  we  heard 
of  was  that  the  head  of  his  own  Church 
forbade  the  body  being  brought  into  any 
church  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion, 
and  also  forbade  any  priest  appearing  at 
the  ceremony.  It  was  dear,  then,  that 
they  did  not  approve  it.  These  men  pro- 
claimed their  intention  on  a  given  day— 
the  Sabbath  day — to  perambulate  ihe 
streets  of  Dublin  in  Uie  large  numbers  to 
which  I  have  referred  —  they  commenced 
at  8.000  and  swelled  to  £0.000~with  the 
music  which  they  thought  suited  to  the 
occasion,  and  not  to  hold  the  ceremony  for 
four  or  five  hours  after  they  began  their 
march.  They  did  not  disguise  their 
object.  Tfaey  had  no  fear  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Their  object  was  revolution.  An 
American  captain  came  over  and  made 
inflammatory  speeches  to  the  assemblage. 
The  procession  turned  out  of  its  way  to 
march  past  the  Castle  of  Dublin.  The 
mMuing  of  these  acts  was,  they  sought  to 
OTertnm  the  existing  Constitution,  and  to 
establish  in  its  place  a  republic  on  the  last 
American  model.  The^  avowed  that  per- 
fiiUout  doctrine  which  inspires  every  good 
snbjeot  with  horror,  "  England's  weak- 
ness is  Ireland's  opportunity."  They  de- 
clared that  they  wanted  to  strike  down 
that  ven  Government  that  spared  them  in 
thor  folly  and  Umr  nadnnM.   That  was 


the  procession  ;  it  was  a  treasonable  pro- 
cession, and  nothing  else.  These  things 
were  the  origin  of  what  occurred  afterwards. 
"  What  t  "  it  was  said  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  *'  are  we  to  be  punished^ — we  who 
walk  and  do  nothing,  when  such  a  proces* 
siou  as  that  walked  unnoticed  before  the 
Castle  f  '*  What  an  encouragement  to 
young  men  to  adopt  revolutionary  opinions, 
and  to  break  the  law,  which  would  assur- 
edly bring  down  punishment  on  their  heads 
afterwards !  If  you  could  perserve  your 
gravity,  I  would  read  to  you  the  statement 
of  a  prosecution  which  was  sent  to  me  the 
other  day.  Here  is  the  information,  the 
indictment,  and  the  trial.  The  House 
heard  the  right  hon.  Baronet  read  from  a 
paper  that,  in  regard  to  this  great  proces- 
sion, no  information  was  laid  before  tiie 
Crown ;  bat  is  it  a  fact  that  not  one  of  the 
police  whom  we  pay  to  preserve  order  and 
peace  announced  to  the  Government  what 
they  saw  and  heard  ?  And  might  not  the 
Secretary  have  said,  "  Go  and  lay  an  in- 
formation against  the  ring-leaders?  "  Why 
did  you  not  do  so?  Because  when  that 
procession  marched  past,  yon  sat  shivering 
for  an  institution  you  ought  to  defend. 
Ton  had  not  courage  to  bring  the  law  to 
bear  upon  them,  and  left  them  to  walk 
unnoticed ;  while  every  constable,  by  a 
genera!  order  all  over  Ireland,  makes  an 
information  whenever  fae  sees  even  the 
most  trifling  violation  of  the  law.  Is  that 
the  manner  in  which  yon  would  hind  to 
yon  a  high-spirited  people  t  Be  just  and 
equal  in  your  administration,  when  the  law 
is  broken  punish— then  only  will  it  rest  on 
a  firm  basis  in  Ireland.  Look  at  this  ease. 
Three  young  men  were  diarged  with  an  of- 
fence against  the  Act.  A  constable  said  be 
saw  five  or  six  men  in  a  cart,  one  of  them 
displaying  a  sash,  while  another  had  two 
drumsticks.  They  were  all  arrested  and 
taken  before  the  magistrates.  Another  con- 
stable said  the  young  man  hid  the  sash  under 
the  seat,  and  he  found  it  there.  The  sash 
and  the  two  dromstioks  having  been  found, 
the  prisoners  were  committed  for  trial. 
And  what  were  they  charged  with  ?  He  had 
the  indictment  before  him,  and  it  ran  that 
they  "  then  and  there  wilfully,  knowingly, 
unlawfully,  and  publicly  did  meet  and  parade 
with  divers  other  persons  miknown,  and,  did 
play  music — ^to  wit,  did  beat  a  drum,  in  a 
certain  public  road  or  place  there  situate,  in 
sneh  a  manner  as  was  ealcniated  and  did 
tend  to  provoke  animosity  between  difibrent 
elasses  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects."  The 
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what  wu  the  defence  of  the  priBOnen? 
If  the  aathor  of  Tk»  Piehoiek  Paperi  were 
here,  I  think  he  ooaM  dreu  it  np  to  lome 
adrentage.  The  learned  eoonsel  for  the 
defence  urged  that  no  proceauon  bed  been 
shown,  unless  the  horse  going  first,  then 
the  drireft  then  the  csff  and  then  the  people 
bjr  the  side  of  the  car,  made  a  procesBion. 
One  car  oould  no  more  make  a  procession 
than  one  man.  The  learned  Jndge,  amid 
general  laughter,  directed  an  acqaittal. 
The  case  referred  to  by  mj  hoo,  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Belfast 
(Sir  Hugh  Cairns),  and  which  was  mistaken 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in  his  hurry, 
took  place  on  the  1st  of  August — the  date 
of  the  great  procession  in  Dublin  was  the 
8th.  On  the  Ist  of  August  the  qnestion 
was  raised  bow  many  make  a  procession. 
It  was  then  held  mat  these  three  lads 
fbrmed  a  prooession.  The  eonstahle  sud, 
"  I  have  yon  all."    There  was  another 

?rooeBBion,  It  consisted  of  ei^ht  persons, 
'hey  were  tried,  and  the  jury,  in  ohedienee 
to  the  direotion  of  the  Judge,  fonnd  the 
prisoners  guilty  ;  but  they  added  a  recom- 
mendation that  the  Judge  would  not  sen- 
tence them  to  imprisonment*  as  the  harvest 
was  ready  and  no  barm  had  been  done. 
The  Judge,  however,  would  not  listen  to 
the  reoommendatioo,  and  sentenced  them 
to  three  months  imprisonmeot.  The  word 
"calculated,"  in  the  Act,  was  of  great 
importance.  In  each  case  the  question 
was  put  to  the  jury  whether,  considering 
the  facts  proved,  and  eonsidering  what  they 
knew  of  the  conntry  and  its  inhabitants, 
they  heliered  that  the  prooessioa  was  sneh 
a  one  as  was  eentem]^ated  by  the  Act  ? 
The  Jndge  said  he  had  more  than  onee 
ezphiined  te  juries  that  it  was  of  little 
importance  whether  any  one  was  offended 
by  the  procession,  and  the  real  question 
was  whether  it  was  calculated  to  give 
offence ;  and  he  said  it  appeared  to  be 
worse  than  trifling  to  award  a  nominal 
punishment,  but  that  it  occurred  to  him  that 
three  months'  imprisonment  was  enough 
to  carry  out  the  Act  of  Parliament,  but 
that  where  mischief  arose  the  punishment 
would  be  double.  Seven  of  the  eight  men 
were  convicted,  and  suffered  three  months' 
imprisonment  for  that  trifling  procession  ; 
but  what  was  done  when  50,000  men 
marched  throogh  DaUin  on  the  8th  ef 
August,  with  buners,  mnsie,  and  mottoest 
I  do  not  Mmplain  of  the  law,  what  I  com- 

5 lain  of  is  the  administration  of  the  law, 
'be  right  hon.  Baronet  says  that  in  this 
ease  there  were  no  mottoes  whieh  would 
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have  jostafied  the  sending  (tf  the  esse  to  a 
jury.  I  can  only  say  that  a  frisnd  of  mine 
read  one  of  these  mottoes,  **  O,  for  the 
swords  of  former  days  1  **  and  I  tamed  to 
that  impartial  reporter  Smrndtn*,  a  j|ttper 
without  politics,  to  see  whether  my  friend's 
statement  was  oonfirmed.  I  found  there, 
among  the  banners  described,  the  one  I 
have  named,  "  0,  for  the  swords  of  for- 
mer days!  "  What  was  that  motto  for? 
Was  it  to  make  play  with  ?  The  right 
lion.  Gentleman  says  the  Motion  is  prema- 
ture {  hot  I  hare  ohsenred  that  that  is 
always  said  of  any  Motion  which  the  Go- 
vernment does  not  like.  They  ask  us  to 
wait  for  papers,  and  when  we  oonseot  the 
papers  are  not  forthoomiog ;  and,  in  fact, 
the  time  never  arrives  when  it  is  perfectly 
convenient  to  the  Government  to  discuss 
a  disagreeable  topie.  The  right  h«L  Ba- 
ronet when  he  went  to  Belfast,  took  a 
courageous  eonrse-— he  threw  aU  the  blame 
on  the  local  magistrates.  He  said  that 
the  Iiord  Lieutenant  of  Antrim  had  een- 
snred  tlie  loeal  magistrates.  But  where 
was  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  %  one 
would  suppose  he  was  a  friend  of  the  pre- 
sent  Government,  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  the  present  Xord  Lieutenant,  whose 
conduct  in  Ireland  has  gained  him  general 
respeot,  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  matter,  but  other  Members  of  tbe  Irish 
Government  are  certainly  open  to  reproach. 
The  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  ooDoty  of 
Antrim  took  npon  himself  to  censure  the 
magistrates ;  hot  where  was  he  himself  all 
the  timet  He  was  in  Belfast,  and  bad 
power  to  eall  out  the  military,  the  oonsta- 
bnlary,  the  entire  potM  Mmttolw  of  the 
eouoty ;  but  he  did  nothing  of  the  kmd. 
He  cMitented  himself  with  making  a  speech 
at  the  Freemasons*  dinner,  where  he  ought 
not  to  have  made  it,  and  left  the  military 
operations  to  the  direotion  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  Those  who  had  at  their  com- 
mand tbe  whole  eiril  and  military  autho- 
rity of  the  country,  and  who  neglected 
to  wield  it  for  the  preservation  of  tiw 
peace,  were  the  principal  offenders.  Upon 
iheu  ought  to  fall  the  burden  of  Uame, 
and  not  upon  tbe  loeal  magistrates,  some 
of  whom  exposed  their  lives  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties,  and  whose  case  has  yet  to 
be  investigated.  A  mayor  of  BristiA  was 
onoe  indicted— in  a  oonstitational  manner 
— for  his  eondoet  during  eertain  riots  whidi 
oeeorred  there,  but  he  vindieated  bis  eha- 
raeter  completely.  If  yea  turn  to  the 
report  of  the  proeeediogs,  you  will  find 
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Honate  trial  before  a  conttitntional  Jadge, 
eenpared  with  thecalumnieB  and  aaperBioaa 
of  an  im^lar  iD^uirj  hy  a  CommiirioD. 
I  da  net  complin  of  gentlemen  leaving 
Ireland.  It  would  seem  that  they  all  left 
it ;  and  that  the  eonntry  would  have  drifted 
out  into  the  Atlaotie  if  it  had  not  been  held 
fast  by  Sir  George  Brown.  I  suppose  the 
eivil  administratioD  of  the  island  will  now 
he  given  to  Sir  Qeorge^  while  the  Chief 
Secretary  superintenda  the  operations  at 
the  Curragh.  I  do  not  aay  that  the  re- 
apoDsible  offioials  should  never  quit  Ireland, 
bat  that,  when  they  do  go  away«  they 
•honld  leave  behind  them  some  one  ac- 
quainted with  the  cirouQutanoes  of  the 
people,  and  that  they  have  no  right  to  put 
forward  their  absence  as  an  excuse  for  an; 
difBoolties  that  may  arise  if  they  neglect 
that  preeaution.  I  have  been  b^ind  the 
ieenet  only  for  a  ^ort  time,  it  is  true  ] 
Imt  still  long  enough  to  know  that  the 
ttipendianr  magistrates  correspond  directly 
with  the  Chief  Seeretary.  The  latter  oan 
remove  them  from  one  place  to  another, 
and  can  give  them  ioBtructions  quite  inde- 
pendent of  the  local  anthoritiee,  but  which 
the  ktipeodiaries  are  bound  to  obey.  Now. 
what  i&  complained  of  by  the  men  of  all 
parties  is,  that  when  the  first  report  was 
sent  up  by  the  stipendiary  magistrate, 
explaining  the  absurd  beginning  of  the  riot 
10  Belfast  due  to  the  prooeedings  in  Dublin, 
direct  orders  were  not  sent  to  the  stipen- 
diaries to  place  patrols  on  the  streets  where 
the  disturbanees  broke  out  when  the  work- 
people were  eoming  from  the  mills.  Had 
sneh  an  wder  been  given,  farther  diffioolties 
might  have  beoi  averted.  If  the  Govem- 
nent  offieials  omitted  to  adopt  these  neces- 
sary measares,  what  right  have  they  to 
shift  the  blame  from  their  own  shotdders 
upon  those  of  the  local  OMgiatrates  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  an  attack 
has  been  made  on  Mr.  Barry.  This  is  an 
error.  No  imputation  is  made  on  that 
gentleman  personally.  All  that  is  said  is, 
that  no  person  who  is  charged  with  an 
inquiry  into  matters  affeeting  the  relations 
of  the  Government  and  the  magistrates 
ongbt  to  be  a  Government  official,  employed 
as  private  adviser  at  the  Castle  before  he 
makes  bis  report,  and  afterwards  liable  to 
be  sent  down  to  Uie  spot  to  oondnct  the 
proseeotiens.  As  to  Mr.  Sxham,  it  u  true 
that  that  gentleman  did  appear  before  the 
Cmnmianon,  but  only  as  eounsel  on  a  fiscal 
qneatiott  for  oertain  ratepayers,  who  were 
afrmid  the  reeommendations  of  Uie  Commis- 
uMian  might  iaereaseth^rbnrdeni.  Then 


oan  be  no  doubt  that  the  investigation  haf 
been  altogether  partial  and  one-sided.  Th^ 
right  hon.  Baronet,  in  addition  to  bis  own 
comments,  ^vonred  na  with  a  number  of 
ohoiee  quotations  from  Grattan,  Maoanlaj, 
Berkeley,  and  others.  It  is  saUKfaetoiy, 
of  course,  to  receive  this  proof  of  his  read- 
ing and  erudition,  and  good  quotations 
from  emioent  writers  are  always  interest- 
ing ;  he  was,  however,  hound  to  show  that 
their  opinions  were  applicable  to  the  subject, 
BO  aa  to  illumine  the  House  with  the  supe- 
rior light  of  their  intelllgenoe.  Bat  I  must 
own  that  I  ooutd  not  trace  the  bearing  of 
the  extracts  on  the  qaeBtioo  before  us.  I 
think  they  would  apply  almost  eqaally  well 
to  any  subject  that  is  likely  tooome  befnv 
the  House  during  the  next  ten  years.  Nor 
could  I  comprehend  what  the  right  hon. 
Baronet's  comments  on  the  "  fury  of  theo- 
logy "  had  to  do  with  the  present  topic. 
The  right  hon.  Banmet  eonelnded  by 
saying  that  he  stood  alone.  Now,  I 
have  a  uncera  personal  respeot  for  him, 
because  be  has  always  beeu  eonrteoue 
to  me,  and  I  have  never  beard  him  utter  an 
opinion  in  regard  to  Ireland,  whidi  did  not 
do  him  credit ;  but  it  is  really  painful  to 
liBten  to  such  an  admission.  Why  does 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  stand  alone  9  He 
lectured  the  peofde  of  the  North  of  Ireland 
on  their  violence  in  the  expression  of  opinion 
— a  violenoe  which,  it  is  obvious,  is  subsid- 
.ing  among  the  upper  and  middle  olassee— 
but  has  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  forgotten 
the  speeches  he  made  on  a  memorable  virit 
to  the  North,  which  wen  thrown  in  my 
faea  as  bmng  ao  muoh  stronger,  and  having 
more  the  true  rin^  than  any  that  had  been 
heard  for  a  long  time  f  Is  it  for  him  to 
prescribe  modention  of  language,  and  to 
asperse  the  honoBt,  industrious,  and  good 
men  of  Ulster,  who  owe  their  prosperity  to 
their  own  ability  and  activity,  and  who 
share  their  prosperity  with  men  from  whom 
they  widely  differ,  both  in  religion  and 
politics,  after  such  speeches  as  he  then 
made — after  making  such  a  declaration  as, 
that  he  did  not  care  two  pins'  points  for 
the  head  of  the  Roman  CauioUc  C^uroh  in 
Ireland?  The  present  situation  of  die 
Government  reminds  me  of  a  passage  in 
our  history,  but  which  concerns  the  noble 
Viscount  under  whom  be  serves,  gather 
than  the  right  hou.  Gentleman  himself. 
The  noble  Viscount  the  Fint  Minister  is  a 
popular  and  Baganous  statesman,  and  we 
all  admin  Hs  genial  temper,  and  his 
cheerful,  eourteous  way  of  asana^g  *he 
bonnen  of  Fariiament ;  *»H*~*K*?A?rfe 
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poBBible  for  a  If  inister  of  the  Crown  to  pass 
in  England  for  an  able,  amiable,  and 

fopular  Minister,  and  yet  to  ereate  in 
relaod  a  feeble  and  unpopniar  adminiatra- 
tioQ.  I  hare  read  in  former  times  of  an 
able  and  eminent  Miniater,  whose  opinioDs 
and  statements  were  sometimes  quoted  in 
that  House — Sir  Robert  Walpole.  Now 
that  was  a  sagaoions,  wise,  able,  and 
discreet  Minister.  It  was  even  said  that 
he  had  saved  the  coontrj.  Nerertheless. 
Walpole  Established  in  Ireland  almost  the 
worst  GoTemment  with  which  it  was  ever 
cursed — the  Government  of  a  narrow- 
minded  ecclesiastic  —  Primate  Boulter. 
Swift  saw  the  failure  of  that  GoTemment, 
and  felt  it.  He  had.  however,  the  folly  to 
suppose  that  the  vigour  of  his  genioa,  the 
power  of  his  pen,  and  the  greatness  of  his 
abilities  as  a  political  writer,  would  make 
iome  impression  apon  the  mind  of  the  great 
Minister.  Swift  aceordingly  visited  Lon- 
don—he had  an  interview  with  Walpole — 
he  told  him  that  the  Government  of  Ireland 
was  in  the  hsuda  of  a  clique — that  the 
gentry  were  excluded  from  office,  and  that 
there  was  no  sympathy  between  the  people 
and  the  Executive.  But  the  warning  voice 
of  Swift  made  no  impression  whatever  upon 
the  mind  of  Walpole,  Walpole  telling 
him  that  the  Government  of  Ireland  was 
whatever  he  chose  to  make  it.  The 
Minister  and  the  patriot  separated.  But 
what  followed  ?  The  great  Minister  over- 
rated his  powers  end  forgot  what  a  man 
like  Swift  could  do,  inspired  by  genius, 
animated  by  patrioUsm.  and  inflamed  with 
indignation.  Swift  retnrned  to  Ireland. 
He  wrote  down  the  Government,  derided 
the  Ministry,  defied  their  power,  and  t>e- 
oaroe  the  idol  of  the  nation.  That  mighty 
writer,  defipised  and  spumed  by  the  saga- 
eiouB  Minister,  became,  by  the  principles 
he  laid  down,  the  author  of  that  great  poli- 
tical crisis  of  1782.  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  has  referred,  when  Grattan,  that 
inspired  patriot,  stood  forth  as  the  genius  of 
liberty  in  the  Irish  Parliament,  and  ez- 
elained— 

"  Ton  an  no  longer  a  wr«tobed  oolong,  retom- 
isg  thinks  to  her  Governor  for  his  rspine,  ud  to 
ber  King  for  hii  oppreaiioo.  S|^rit  of  Swift  I 
Spirit  of  Moljmeux !  Your  genlns  has  preniledl 
Inland  is  now  a  nation ! " 

And  this  has  a  moral  in  it  I  warn  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  exhibition 
of  to-night  will  not  strengthen  his  admi- 
nistration. I  defy  bim  to  govern  any 
eonntry  in  the  way  he  is  endeavouring  to 
govern  mine.  Her  M^estj's  Mtnistm 
Mr,  WMtmh 


are  now  attempting  to  govern  Ireland  in  a 
manner  the  people  will  not  submit  to.  On 
behalf  of  my  fellow-eonntrymen  I  ask  to 
be  governed  by  laws  fonnded  upon  eqoitj 
and  reason.  I  ask  for  a  full  measore  of 
justice.  I  tell  the  Government  that  Ireland 
will  not  be  satisfied  with  lees,  and  I  am 
ready  to  admit  that  the  highest  ambition 
ought  not  to  covet  more. 

Sir  GEOKGE  GRET  :  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  in  bis  speeeh  to- 
night has  wandered  from  the  distinct  issue 
raised  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Belfast  (Sir  Hugh  Cairns),  and  I  hope  we 
shall  not  be  ted  away  by  bis  fervid  elo- 
quence from  the  real  subject  of  debate.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  speeeh  of  tbo 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  an  illnstration  of 
the  inoonvenienee  which  mast  attend  an 
inquiry  into  the  ooenrrenees  at  BeUast  be- 
fore the  Report  of  the  Oommiaaioners  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  them  has  been  laid 
□pon  the  table  of  the  Hoase.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  not  only 
impugned  the  appointment  of  that  Com* 
mission,  hut  has  gone  into  the  details  of 
what  he  alleges  occurred  before  it,  of  which 
the  House  can  have  no  knowledge,  and  his 
object  seems  to  have  been  to  lead  the 
House  to  believe  that  the  inquiry  was  par- 
tial and  unfair,  tending  to  interfere  with 
the  due  administration  of  the  criminal  law 
in  the  ease  of  those  persons  who  have  been 
committed  for  trial.  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
have  acted  more  impartially  if  be  bad  ab- 
stained from  the  course  which  ho  baa 
adopted  to-night;  and  would  baveexhibited 
a  conduct  more  worthy  of  the  high  poution 
he  occupies  in  the  Bar  of  Ireland,  and  in 
this  House,  if  he  had  abstained  from  pledg- 
ing his  legal  reputation  to  the  assertion 
that  a  man  who«s  now  under  chaise  of 
the  highest  crime  known  to  the  law  will 
be  acquitted,  although  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  in  Ireland  has  refused  an  appli- 
cation made  in  his  behalf  to  be  bailed. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
has  alao.  in  a  manner  unworthy  his  position, 
indulged  in  repeated  sneers— for  I  can  call 
them  by  no  other  name — against  a  gallant 
and  distinguished  officer  Sir  George  Brown. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  ia  perfcoUy  well 
aware  that  the  necessary  powers  are  in- 
vosted  in  the  Lnda  Justices  in  theabsenoe 
of  the  Lwd  Lieutenant,  and  that  one  of 
those  Lords  Justices  is  invariably  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  insinuated  that  the  issuing  of  the 
C«nmiiiioa  was  Ihe  Mt  <tf  frinUituuiiuf 
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Mting  Dpon  hia  own  rMponiibilitj  and 
without  »nj  corotDanication  with  the  Oo- 
venimeDtt  ud  hu  impnted  to  Sir  George 
Krown  eondoot  for  whieh  there  is  no  foun- 
dation.  The  itiaing  of  the  ConnDuaion 
waa  the  Aet  of  Her  Hajeat/s  Qorem- 
ment.  I  mjaelf  am  entitled  to  a  share 
of  the  blame  (if  there  be  anj),  inasmaoh 
as  I  eotirely  coDonrred  in  that  step.  I 
did  80  beoanse  I  felt  that  as  a  large  aod 
popnloos  town  like  Belfast  had  been  in  pos- 
session of  a  mob  for  sereral  dajs,  and  ten 
or  eleven  tires  had  been  lost  in  the  streets, 
and  great  injury  done  to  persons  and  pro- 
perty, it  was  the  duty  of  the  GoTemment 
to  institute  an  inqaiiy,  not  into  the  eaases 
whiob  led  to  those  distnrbaooes,  bot  into 
the  oondoct  of  the  looal  authorities  upon 
the  ocoasioD.  That  Commission  was  issued 
in  aeoordance  with  numerous  preeedents 
which  might  be  quoted.  The  inquiry  was 
instituted,  as  has  been  the  ease  with  many 
others,  for  the  purpose  of  aeeertaining, 
with  a  view  to  Iwislation,  the  actual  eon- 
dttion  of  the  poUee  and  the  magistracy. 
I  beliere  there  has  been  no  Gorernment 
within  this  last  century  which  has  not 
issued  Commissions  of  this  Ictnd.  An 
inquiry  of  a  similar  kind  was  made  some 
years  ago  by  a  distinguished  member  of 
the  Bar  into  the  conduct  of  magis- 
trates at  Birmingham.  When  complaints 
were  made  of  onnecessary  riolenoe  by 
the  police  in  suppressing  diBtorbanees  in 
Hyde  Park,  a  similar  Commission  was 
instituted,  and  the  inquiry  resulted  in 
the  prosecntioti  of  some  members  of  the 
force.  If  we  are  debarred  from  any  inquiry 
but  by  the  ordinary  methods,  I  am  afraid 
the  Bieeotife  power  most  abandon  one  of 
its  prineipal  fnnetions,  and  that  it  will  be 
powerless  to  eheek  those  abases  which  oc- 
eauonally  preT«l,  I  believe  that  when 
the  Report  of  the  Commission  is  laid  upon 
the  table  of  the  House  it  will  be  fonnd 
that  the  gentlemen  who  have  conducted 
the  inquiry  have  acted  with  prudence 
and  impartiality,  and  that  no  prejudice, 
through  their  mode  of  conducting  it,  will 
have  been  done  to  those  who  now  await 
their  trial.  The  object  of  the  Commission 
is  entirely  distinct  from  any  inquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  the  peraons  accused  of 
criminal  offences.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  confounded  two  things  very  dis- 
tinct ID  themselves ;  be  has  confounded 
Commissions  which  are  occasionally  issued 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  some 
criminal  charge  brought  against  indivi- 
duali  with  geMnl  inqoiriea  into  tho  eon- 


duct  of  police  and  magistrates.  The  first 
class  I  hare  always  held  to  be  objection- 
able, and  in  the  ease  of  Hr.  Balfti^  to 
whidi  the  ri{^t  hon.  Gentleman  has  re- 
fened,  I  said  the  sooner  tiie  practice 
of  issnnig  them  is  abandoned  the  better ; 
but  the  latter  have  frequently  been  at- 
tended m&  beneficial  results.  The  princi- 
pal charge  made  by  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  and  the  only  one  to 
which  I  attach  any  serious  weight,  is  the 
charge  of  a  partial  administration  of 
justice.  That  charge  was  brought  for- 
ward by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Belfast  (Sir  Hogh  Cairns), 
and  repeated  in  still  stronger  terms  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
UniTorsity  of  Dublin.  It  is  true  that  he 
does  not  justify  the  riots  of  Belfast,  which 
were  a  disgrace  to  any  part  of  Christen- 
dom ;  but  he  seems  rather  to  insinuate 
that  there  was  some  slight  justification 
for  the  riot  in  consequence  of  the  proees- 
sion  whIeh  took  place  in  Dublin  on  the 
occasion  of  laying  the  foundation  stone 
of  the  memorial  to  the  late  Mr.  O'Connell. 
Bat  any  intention  to  give  offence  by  that 
procession  had  been  aisarowed.  It  was 
said  that  the  Govemment  allowed  the 
O'Connett  procession  to  pass  through  the 
streets  of  Dublin  without  interfering,  or 
taking  any  measures  to  enforce  the  Party 
Processions  Act,  which  it  is  alleged  was 
violated  upon  that  occasion.  Upon  that 
subject  I  think  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland  has  given  a  complete 
refutation  of  the  charge.  It  has,  indeed, 
been  alleged,  but  the  allegation  has  been 
met  by  distinct  eontradiction,  that  party  em- 
blems were  need  upon  that  oooasion.  No 
party  mottoes  were  exhibited,  and  there  was 
nothing  to  bring  the  proeession  widiin  the 
Party  Processions  Act,  as  ealeulated  to  ere- 
ate  animosity  or  to  lead  to  disturbance  of  tho 
peace.  The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man says  there  was  one  motto  of  a  party 
character,  **  0,  for  the  swords  of  former 
times!"  but,  I  believe  that  is  the  first 
line  of  a  melody  of  Moore's  ;  and  if  that 
line  is  intended  to  excite  animosity,  then 
all  I  can  say  is,  that  animosity  is  more 
easily  excited  in  Dublin  than  it  is  any- 
where else.  Then  it  is  sud  that  there 
were  green  flags.  I  am  speaking  in  the 
hearing  of  hon.  Gentlemen  who  can  cor- 
rect me  if  I  am  wrong,  but  I  am  told  that 
the  flu^  used  upon  the  occasion  were  the 
fla|;s  belonging  to  the  different  trades' 
gnlda  whieh  formed  part  of  the  procession. 
The  right  hon.  and  lownw4^^tleiW|ii 
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talked  »boqt  flftgi  bearing  harpe  withoat 
erowva*  and  there  is  no  doubt  there  were 
noh  flaga,  bQt  these  aould  not  be  held  to 
be  party  omblemt.  Be  also  eompluns  of 
the  opinien  of  the  present  Attornejr  Gane- 
nl,  Itr.  Lawson.  that  the  processioa  did 
not  OMoe  within  the  provisioBa  of  the 
Farl^  Proeesuou  Afit ;  bnt  it  was  gifen 
after  a  oarefnl  eonsideraticn  of  the  poUoe 
reports,  and  of  the  whole  Caeta  oi  the  ease. 
I  do  not  justify  that  prooeauou,  Any 
large  assemblage  of  persona  whieh  is 
ealculated  to  proroke  a  breach  of  the 
peace  is  nnlawfol  under  the  common 
law.  Bat  it  beoame  a  matter  of  consider* 
ation  with  the  Oovernment  whether  it 
should  interfere  by  force  to  prerent  the 

ErooMsion.  and  whether  it  would  not  be 
etter  to  take  preeaDtions  to  prevent  any 
breaoh  of  the  peace*  rather  than  foroibly 
to  atop  tiie  procession.  That  question  the 
Ooremment  decided  after  careful  oonsider^ 
ation,  and  I  think  events  have  shown  that 
it  was  a  wise,  prudent,  and  proper  eourse. 
Then  with  respect  to  the  H'llanus' funeral, 
I  think  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man misrepresented  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General,  who  I  did  not  under- 
stand to  state  that  that  procession  was 
lawful.  The  right  hou.  Gentleman  does 
not  put  it  that  the  procession  at  M'Hanus' 
fbneral  was  unlawful  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Party  Processions  Act  i  but  he 
says  that  it  was  a  large  assemblage 
of  persons,  and  that  orer  the  grave  some 
speeches  were  delivered  which  contained 
treasonable  ezpressions.  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  mean  to  say,  that  if  he 
had  been  one  of  the  Law  0£Soers  of  the 
Grown,  or  that  even  now,  not  being  a  Law 
Officer  bnt  knowing  all  the  facts,  he  would 
have  advised  Uiat  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government,  eitbw  in  the  ease  of  the 
O'Oonnell  prooesaion  or  in  that  of  H'Hanus' 
fnneral,  to  have  ealled  out  the  garrison  and 
all  the  police  of  DaUin  to  stop  by  force 
those  processions  t  I  may  tell  him  that 
on  neither  of  those  oecasions  did  a  single 
breach  of  the  peace  ooonr,  but  all  passed 
off  quietly.  The  O'Connell  procession 
not  being  illegal  within  the  Party  Proces- 
sions Act,  aad  no  information  having  been 
aworo  by  any  inhabitant  of  Bnblin  that  he 
believed  it  was  calonlated  to  excite  animo- 
sity or  to  load  to  a  brasch  of  the  peace, 
the  Government  took  the  wisest  course  in 
not  interfering,  bnt  in  taking  precautions 
to  preveat  usturbanees,  whion,  happily, 
were  aueeeisfoL  I  believe  that  the  im- 
pitotion  oast  upon  the  Ooramme&t  ni  a 
Sir  QMr$9  Qrty 


partial  administration  of  the  law  is  wholly 
groundless.  It  ts  easy  for  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  although  he  is  a  law- 
yer, to  ridicule  an  indictment  framed  to 
enforce  the  Party  Prooesuooa  Act ;  but 
he  must  know  that  the  13tfa  of  July,  the 
day  on  which  the  trifling  oocnrrence  took 
plaee  about  whieh  he  amused  the  Houae* 
has  in  former  times  been  marked  by 
serious  riots,  owing  to  the  non-enforoe- 
ment  of  the  law.  Those  riots  have  ceased 
of  late,  and  surely  the  Government  is 
entitled  to  credit  for  having  maintained 
peace  by  putting  an  end  to  scenes  which 
were  disgraceful  to  Ireland.  When  the 
Report  of  the  Commission  is  laid  on  the 
table,  I  believe  it  will  be  found  that  the  pro- 
ceedings under  it  were  perfectly  regular. 
It  was  not  a  judicial  tribunal  to  receive 
evidence  upon  oath,  but  simply  to  coUeet 
informaUon  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  obtain ;  and  I  hope  the 
Report  wtU  lay  the  foundation  for  snceessfnl 
legislation  to  prevent  the  recnrrenoe  of 
such  lamentable  proceedings. 

Ub.  HAGUIRB  said,  that  had  it  not 
been  that  he  took  part  in  the  procession  of 
the  8th  of  August  he  should  not  have 
risen  upon  this  ocoaaion,  hut  it  was  only 
right  that  he  should  give  his  testimony  as 
to  the  character  of  that  demonstration.  He 
at  that  time  occupied  an  official  position  in 
the  city  of  Cork,  and  had  been  deputed 
by  the  corporation  to  attend  to  represent 
them  upon  an  occasion  when  it  was  in- 
tended to  pay  proper  respect  to  the  memory 
of  O'Cimn^l.  At  the  meetibg  of  the  cor- 
poration, when  he  waa  so  deputed,  there 
were  present  sevural  Conservative  Uem- 
bers,  who  united  with  their  Radieal  and 
Catholic  brethren  in  a  desire  to  pay  respeet 
to  the  memory  of  a  great  Irishman.  He 
oonfesaed  that  having  been  kept  seated  in 
a  carriage  for  five  hours  the  proceedings 
of  the  day  were  rather  a  bore  to  him  ;  but 
he  had  opportunity  of  watching  the  conduct 
of  the  people,  and  he  never  remembered  to 
have  seen  before  snob  evidence  of  good 
feeling  on  the  part  of  a  vast  population. 
The  people  turned  out  as  for  a  national 
holyday,  with  the  sole  object  of  paying 
respect  to  one  whom  all  Irishmen  oogbt  to 
respect.  O'Connell  had  been  dead  newly 
eighteen  years,  and  surely  now  the  ani- 
mosities m  former  times  might  be  allowed 
to  pass  away.  All  Irishmen,  however  dif- 
fenng  from  0*Connelt  in  past  times,  might 
now  properly  respect  the  greatness  of  his 
genius  and  the  splendid  achievement  of 
miaak  he  waa  the  withor.  ^-He  had  idone 
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more  for  the  peMe  <tf  Ireleod  then  any 
other  indiTidnal.    As  the  author  of  emaD* 
eiMtion,  whieh  led  to  the  breakiDg  down 
of  the  barriert  whieh  fonneriy  separated 
om  olaiB  from  tDother  in  Ireland.  0*Oon- 
nell  had  done  mneh  to  produce  that  better 
spirit  whieh  had  grown  np  in  all  parts  of 
Ireland  except  in  a  portion  of  the  northern 
provinoe.    Upon  the  oooasion  referred  to 
he  noticed  the  banners  that  were  home, 
and  he  found  thej  were  the  ordinary  ban- 
ners of  trades  and  temperance  societies, 
and  he  denied  that  there  were  any  offea- 
sire  banners  or  emblems,  although  he  ad- 
mitted that  some  of  the  wands  were  tipped 
with  green.  But  surely  no  Irishman,  what- 
OTer  his  politics,  would  say  that  green  was 
a  party  and  not  a  nstional  emblem.  Out 
of  Ireland  all  would  accept  green  as  the 
national  colour,  and  he  eoula  not  nnder- 
Btand  why  they  shonid  not  so  regard  it  in 
Ireland,  Then  it  was  said  that  party  tunes 
were  played,  and  *'  Garryowen    waa  espe* 
nally  referred  to.     But  ** Garryowen" 
was  eonstantly  played  by  the  bands  of  Her 
Majesty's  regiments  in  Dublin  immediately 
after  "  God  Save  the  Qaeeo,"  and  it  was 
also  played  at  the  theatres,  and  he  bad  never 
heard  it  objected  to  as  a  party  tone.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Belfast  by 
his  Motion  sought  to  anticipate  the  Report 
of  the  Commission ;  and,  as  .representing  a 
oonstitueaoy  which  strongly  sympathised 
with  Orange  Tiews,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  was  justified.    Hie  object  dearly 
was  to  take  off  ^e  edge  of  the  Report,  and 
to  soften  the  condemnation  that  mast  he 
woBonneed.   It  would  have  been  fairer  to 
UTe  waited  for  the  Report  and  the  eri- 
denee,  and  then  he  would  have  found  that 
there  was  no  inquiry  into  the  eriminality 
or  lonoeawe  of  indiTidoah,  and  it  would 
be  aeen  that  if  ever  a  Goremment  was 
justified  in  issuing  a  Commisaion,  such  an 
occasion  was  found  in  this  instance,  and  if , 
a  Consenratire  GoTemmeot  bad  been  in 
power  he  believed  they  would  have  taken 
the  same  course.    No  Irishmao  who  was 
worthy  the  name  of  a  freeman  would  re- 
gard these  abominable  ootrages  which  had 
occurred  at  Belfast,  otherwise  than  with 
sorrow  and  disgust.    He  wished  to  know 
whether  hen.  Gentlemen  thought  that  when 
eivil  war  had  been  going  on  for  more  than 
a  month  in  one  <^  the  provineee  of  the 
kingdom  the  Government  were  not  right 
to  mak«  an  inquiry  to  aseertain  why  suoh 
aril  WW  had  oeenrred.  why  the  civil  power 
had  been  ooai|iletely  paralysed,  aad  why 
■Mb  a  atato  of  tUaga  eiiitad  aa  braagfat 


a  blndt  of  shame  to  the  ebaek  of  arevj 
Irishman.  Last  year  h«  had  adted  the 
QovemnMit  to  legislate  upon  this  ven 
question,  and  to  suspend  a  finanoial  Bill 
until  they  had  grapiAed  irith  the  eause  of 
the  diatnrbanees  m  Belfast,  and  the  re- 
monstrances then  made  to  the  Government 
had  been  fully  justified  by  the  events  that 
had  since  occurred.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Member  asserted  that  the  riots  in 
Belfast  were  owing  to  the  demonstration  in 
Dublin  ;  but  he  felt  bound  to  deny  the 
truth  of  this  suggestion.  The  Catholics  of 
Dublin  would  have  been  the  most  ongrato- 
ful  people  that  ever  were  insensible  to 
benefits  conferred  npon*  them  had  they  re- 
fused to  pay  suae  puhlie  mark  of  respect 
to  the  memory  of  the  great  Catholic  who 
had  rendered  suoh  services  to  Uiem.  to 
their  oountry,  and  to  their  Chureh.  What 
was  there  in  their  act  whieh  should  have 
indueed  a  elass  In  Belfost  to  bum  his  effigy 
with  every  mark  Of  scorn  and  eontempt, 
to  carry  the  ashes  in  a  mod  funeral  pro- 
cession, and  to  attaek  a  charitable  institu- 
tion under  the  control  of  a  religious  body  ? 
Those  were  the  acts  that  really  gave  rise 
to  the  Belfast  riots,  for  the  gauntlet  baring 
been  once  thrown  down,  it  was  doubtless 
taken  up  by  the  Catholics,  and  then  the 
lamentable  transactions  took  place  whieh 
were  such  a  disgrace  to  the  country.  He 
thought  the  hon,  and  learned  Member  was 
afraid  of  the  eridence  that  would  eome  out 
in  consequence  of  the  Commission.  When 
asked  whether,  if  he  had  been  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  he  would  have  sup- 
pressed the  Dublin  procession,  the  hon, 
and  learned  Gentleman  did  not  say  he 
would  have  done  so,  and  he  defied  the  Go- 
vernment to  have  acted  otherwise  than 
they  had  done,  when  everything  was  con- 
ducted with  good  humonr  and  without  the 
slightest  violation  of  the  law.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  described  the 
affair  as  a  mere  wanton  ceremonial,  there 
being  neither  plan  nor  money  for  the  monu- 
ment; whereas  in  fact  there  was  no  less 
a  sum  than  £10.000  in  the  Bank,  contri- 
buted for  the  purpose  by  Catholics  of 
emiaeuce  remarkable  for  their  loyalty,  in- 
cluding several  of  the  Judges  on  the  bench. 
He  trusted  when  the  Report  was  laid  npoa 
the  table  no  pw^y  *virit  would  manifest 
itttAt  hk  that  House,  but  that  they  irould 
all  do  thar  beat  to  prevent  a  reenrranca^  of 
a  stoto  of  things  wlneh  was  a  refleotion 
upon  oar  modem  oiviibsatioD.  In  the  mean 
time  henust  say  fae -did  not  think,  ia  refer* 
enaa  to  tlui  u&appy  affair,  ^ 
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vanimentwu  open  to  tfia  charge  wther  of  • 
feeble  or  a  partial  admiiustration  of  tiie  lav. 

Mr.  HEMNESST  rose  to  addreea  a 
question  to  the  Attorney  Oeneral.  He 
saw  ofer  the  Speaker's  ehair  and  in  other 
parta  of  the  deoorationa  of  the  Hoase  green 
shields  and  a  harp  irithont  a  orowo.  Tb^ 
bad  been  told  to-nigbt  that  was  arrant 
treason*  and  be  Bboald  like  to  know 
the  Attorney  General*  whether  those  who 
bailt  that  House,  or  who  designed  the  de- 
oorationa. were  guilty  of  treason  ? 

Mb.  NEWDEOATE  said,  that  if  any 
proof  were  needed  that  the  O'Connell  pro- 
cession to  Dublin  was  of  a  party  charactor, 
it  would  be  fonod  in  the  speech  of  the  bon. 
Member  forDungarran  (Mr.  Maguire).  It 
was,  in  troth,  a  Roman  Catholic  procea- 
sion  to  mark  the  gratitnde  of  the  Roman 
Catholiea  to  O'Connell.  He  could  remem- 
ber Mr.  O'Connell  in  that  House,  and  no 
wie  who  shared  with  bim  that  recollection, 
and  remembered  the  gigantic  meetings 
cooTened  at  Tara  and  elsewhere  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  Union,  ooold  doubt  that  Mr. 
O'Connell  was  a  party  leader.  What  could 
the  people  of  B^fast  think  but  that  this 
was  a  party  procession  ?  And  the  folly  of 
wbiob  they  bad  been  guilty  showed  their 
sense  of  the  injustice  of  which  they  were 
tiie  fiotims.  A  few  foolish  lads  burnt  an 
effigy  on  a  certain  bridge  in  Belfast.  The 
people  felt  acutely  that  aJl  processions  there, 
in  memory  of  efents  to  which  they  owed 
their  freedom*  should  be  strictly  forbidden 
by  the  operation  of  the  law*  which  in 
Dublin  waa  defied  by  tiie  mere  force  of 
nnmbera.  The  result  of  that  debate  showed 
eonelnsively  that  the  ProcMsions  Act  should 
be  enibreed  erery  where  or  that  it  afaonld 
be  repealed.  The  operation  of  the  \iw  was 
to  bnog  any  Government  into  disgrace 
which  had  the  meanness  to  allow  proces- 
sions of  80,000  in  the  South,  and  yet  pnt 
it  in  force  against  proccssioDS  of  200  or 
300  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  The  fact  was 
the  idea  of  Protestant  asoendsnoy  had 
passed  away.  The  Protostonts  bad  been 
made  to  feel  that  they  were  a  minority, 
and  they  appealed  to  the  House  for  justice, 
though  what  had  passed  boded  that  they 
wonld  hare  rery  scant  justice  meted  out  to 
th«n.  Whether  this  Motion  were  well  timed 
or  not*  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
(Sir  Hugh  Ounu)  aoted  under  the  sense 
Chat  soma  of  the  inhabitonts  of  the  town 
he  represented  were  prejudged,  and  he 
oi^ht  therefore,  at  leaM,  to  be  ezeased  for 
bnnging  it  furward*  eren  if  h«  were,  as 
the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Hagwr«)  had  aaid. 


aeekinf  to  mitigate  the  severity  of^  that 
blew  which  was  about  to  be  dealt  to  those 
nnfortnnato  men  who  were  aw^tiog  thar 
trial  for  these  outrages. 

Mb.  MAOUIRE  said*  he  had  not  meant 
to  refer  to  those  who  were  awaiting  their 
trial.  He  had  alluded  to  the  party  whioh 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentieman  represented 
in  that  House. 

Mb.  NBWDEGATB  :  He  was  glad  to 
find  that  the  hon.  Member  had  thought  fit 
so  to  explain  his  words  ;  but  he  could  not 
help  thinking  that  they  naturally  meant 
that  Uie  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Bel* 
fast  was  seeking  to  mitigate  the  severity 
of  the  blow  which  seemed  to  hare  been 
prepared  by  the  issuing  of  that  Comrois- 
sion.  He  (Mr.  Newdegato)  should  add 
that  he  trusted  that  this  Report  would  not 
be  delayed,  because  if  ever  ^ere  waa  a 
document  wbieb  oog^t  to  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  House  at  ito  meeting  it  was 
one  which,  being  known  to  exist*  and  being 
based  upon  a  semi-public  inquiry,  was  cat- 
enlated  to  affect  the  verdict  which  would 
be  pronounced  upon  men  who  might  very 
soon  stood  upon  their  trial  for  their  lives. 
He  begged  to  observe  that  when  hon.  Mem- 
bers talked  about  the  Protestont  ascendancy 
in  Ireland*  it  ought  to  be  remembered 
that  they  spoke  of  that  which  had  long 
passed  away.  ■  The  Frotostonto  in  Ireland 
were  a  minority,  and  be  tmsted  that  when 
they  looked  to  their  fellow  Protestoots  in 
England  they  would  not  find  that  their 
position  as  a  minority  was  h^  to  disen- 
title them  fium  asdstanee. 

Majob  KNOX  reminded  the  noUe  Laid 
at  tiie  head  of  the  Government  tiiat  on 
the  last  day  of  laat  Session  ha  called  hii 
attention  to  the  fset  that  the  Dublin  pnn 
cession  was  about  to  take  place.  The 
noble  Lord  informed  him  that  he  knew 
nothing  about  it*  but  the  Irish  Government 
would,  no  doubt*  look  after  it.  It  now  ap- 
peared from  the  stotoment  of  the  Chief 
Secretory  that  the  Government  were  all 
away*  and  that  the  whole  matter  was  left 
in  the  hands  of  a  gallant  General,  than 
whom  certainly  no  man  more  gallant  oould 
have  been  selected  to  deal  with  it.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  suggested  that  the 
Government  should  take  into  consideration 
the  propriety  (rf  tonninating  the  farce  as 
now  enacted  in  Dnblin  Caatle.  In  his 
(Major  Knoz'a)  opinion,  that,  in  liea  of  a 
Lord  Lieutenant,  it  would  bis  advisable  to 
appoint  a  Seoretaiy  of  Stoto,  who,  from 
his  high  poution  and  eharaeter,  would  have 
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tliea  dariog  the  Session  be  in  his  place  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  the  responsible 
llinister  of  the  Crowa,  snd  at  other  times 
in  Dublin,  to  represent  Her  Majesty. 

SibHERVEY  BRUCE  said,  that  the 
light  hoD.  Baronet  the  Chief  Secretatr  for 
Inland  appeared  to  he  ignorant  of  the 
meaning  attached  to  different  colours  in 
Ireland,  fur  he  coDfounded  the  crimson 
flag  displayed  on  the  tower  of  Derry  Ca- 
thedral with  the  orange  and  blue  flags.  His 
right  rer.  Friend  the  Bishop  of  Derry, 
faTUng  into  a  aimilar  error  when  he  first 
went  to  that  city,  ordered  the  remoral 
of  the  flag,  but  upon  oommnnication  with 
the  Castle  he  was  told  to  let  it  alone,  be- 
cause  its  display  was  not  in  violation  of 
the  Party  Emblems  Act.  He  (Major 
Knox)  believed  that  the  hoisting  of  the 
crimson  flag,  in  commemoration  of  the 
glorious  achievements  of  former  days,  of  a 
nature  very  similar  to  those  commemorated 
under  the  purple  and  orange  did  not  come 
under  the  Party  Emblems  Act,  and  there- 
fore the  right  hon.  Baronet,  having  no 
power  to  proseeute,  eould  not  claim  for  his 
Government  an  impartial  administration  of 
justice  on  that  score.  In  former  times  so 
little  was  the  display  of  the  crimson  flag 
regarded  as  an  pffence  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
thfdios  that  a  Rmnan  Catholic  prelate  used 
to  wiUk  with  the  'prentice  boyi  of  Derry  at 
their  annual  commemoration,  and  did  not 
refuse  to  be  present  at  the  drinking  of  a 
chartered  toast  which  had  since  been  dis- 
continued out  of  regard  to  the  feelings  of 
the  Roman  Catholics. 

Sir  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  hoped  that 
the  Chief  Secretary  would  lay  the  Report 
of  this  Commission  npoo  the  table  on  an 
early  day,  in  order  that  the  House  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  expresung  itaopioion 
upon  all  that  had  oecurred  at  Belfast. 

POST  OFFICE— THE  THREE-PENNT 
POSTAGE  STAMP— 41UESTI0N. 

Mb.  DARBY  GRIFFITH  asked  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  be 
saw  any  objection  to  allow  the  postage 
stamp  and  rate  of  three  pence,  which  was 
now  in  ase  for  certain  foreign  and  colonial 
postage,  to  he  made  applicable  to  the  in- 
temal  postage  of  the  country  t  The  hon. 
GenUeman  said  that  he  was  in  hopes  that 
this  question  had  already  been  settled  as 
he  desired  ;  because,  in  the  course  of  ez- 

Esriments  which  he  had  recently  made,  he 
ad  sent  throngh  the  post  two  letters, 
wughing  an  onnee  and  a  quarter  each 


bearing  a  three-penny  stamp,  and  they  had 
been  delivered  without  any  overcharge. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  that  without  entering  into  any 
details,  he  migfat  inform  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  the  Post  Oflioe  and  the  Treasury 
had  under  their  conuderation  the  expe- 
diency of  making  some  modification  in  the 
present  arrangement  of  the  scale  of  post- 
age, which  would,  he  thought,  confer  great 
accommodation  on  the  public,  and  would 
include  the  change  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man denred  to  see  effected. 

UNITED  STATES— THE  REOIPROOITT 
TREATY  AND  BONDING  ACT. 
MOTION  FOB  PAPBB8. 

Mb.  WATEIN,  in  rising  to  move  an 
Address  for  Copies  of  all  Papers  in  the 
possession  of  the  Government  respecting 
the  Reciprocity  Treaty  with  America  and 
the  Boouing  Acts,  of  dates  subsequent  to 
December,  1861,  said,  that  under  the 
latter  articles  chargeable  with  doty  could 
be  sent  through  United  States  territory 
and  Canada  in  bond,  and  as  Canada  was 
for  the  present,  and  would  be  until  the 
completion  of  railway  communication  to 
Halifax  on  the  Atlantic,  eat  off  from  access 
to  the  ocean  for  five  winter  months  of  the 
year,  the  Bonding  Acts  enabled  her  com- 
merce with  the  outside  world  to  pass  un- 
impeded. The  North  Western  States  re- 
ceived in  return  corresponding  facilities  of 
access  through  Canada.  The  Reciprocity 
Treaty  included  three  essential  provisima 
— the  rights  of  fishery  on  a  shore  line  of 
1,500  miles,  the  free  navigation  of  the 
St.  LawreocOi  and  the  free  mterohan^  of 
productions  between  the  British  provinces 
and  the  United  States.  The  beneficent 
theory  of  the  treaty  was  to  make  two 
countries,  politically  distinct,  commercially 
one,  and  to  induce  the  two  peoples,  other- 
wise opposed,  to  live  in  co-operation  and 
in  peace.  The  provision  as  to  the  fish- 
eries had  settled  for  the  time  difficult 
questions  leading  in  past  days,  and  over 
and  over  again  to  dispute,  collision,  and 
sometimes  the  imminence  of  war.  The 
free  n%rig>tio"  3'-  Lawrence  and 

of  Lake  Michigan  had  removed  jealousies, 
and  fostered  the  idea  of  eommon  interests 
in  the  great  waterways  to  the  oeean,  whila 
the  results  of  reciproeal  trade  had  been  so 
happy  that  a  total  annual  intenbange 
of  commodities  of  a  value  of  nearly 
jeiO.000.000  a  year  in  amount  between 
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nov  existed.  Thej  were  now  threatened 
with  the  termination  of  this  treat/  at  the 
end  of  twelre  months,  and  no  hope  appeared 
to  be  held  out  80  far  of  an  amieable  reti- 
lion  and  eztenuon  of  its  benefits.  The 
oonseqaeneea  to  commeree  were  evident, 
and,  at  first  would  be  most  lerioas.  Trade 
at  last,  no  donbt,  would  %ik%  other  ehan- 
nda,  and  the  British  prortnees  trading  be- 
tween eaeh  other  and  the  mother  coaotrj, 
and  redneing  th^  daties  to  a  very  low 
rate,  might,  in  the  end.  be  largely  bene- 
fited at  the  price  of  a  present  loss.  But 
that  was  merely  the  money  Tiew,  and  such 
a  gain  would  he  deariy  purohased  at  the 
cost  of  hamamty  and  ciriliiatioD,  if  it  broke 
np  the  commeroial  and  social  nnion  here- 
tofore existing.  He  held  that  peace  and 
progress  and  the  future  good  relations  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
on  which  peace  and  progress  were  largely 
based,  would  suffer  by  such  an  isolation, 
and  he  would  look  with  distrust  upon  a 
prosperity  which  was  not  still  shared  be- 
tween the  people  on  each  side  of  the  border. 
He  had  trayelled  much  on  both  aides  of 
the  British  lines,  and  it  was  eheeriog  to 
see  there  how  thoroughly  the  two  people 
had  become  lociabl?  and  oommercially  one. 
Tbey  traded  together,  went  into  partner- 
ship together,  visited  together.  A  Cana- 
dian or  New  Brunswicker  would  often  hare 
a  farm  on  each  side  of  the  practically 
imaginsry  boundary  line  ;  and  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  often  lired  on  his  own, 
and  traded  or  manufactured  on  the  other 
side  of  the  border.  In  hot,  those  border 
jealousies  which  had  caused  sueh  bitterness 
and  danger  even  in  our  own  country,  had 
in  this  generation  all  but  disappeared  iu 
this  case  under  the  operation  of  high-miuded 
and  far-sighted  le^slation.  Conudering. 
therefore,  the  magnitude  of  tbe  eomuerciai 
interesta,  the  grare  queations  of  navi^ 
tion,  ocean  rights,  and  free  eommnntcation 
InTolred,  he  mast  express  tfie  most  anxious 
surprise  to  learn  taat  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
Ternment  had  allowed  the  matter  to  drift 
into  its  present  positiou.  He  was  told 
that  no  effort  whatever  had  been  made  to 
preserve  the  treaty  as  it  was,  or  as  it 
might  be  amended,  by  negotiatiobs  with 
Washington.  His  boa.  Fnend  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  had  said,  in 
answer  to  a  question  he  had  put  to  him 
in  that  Honae  last  Hay,  that  no  negotia- 
tions were  pending  as  to  the  Reciprocity 
Treaty  ;  and  that  the  Government  had  do 
official  information  on  the  subject  the 
Bonding  Act.  He  was  boand  to  take  that 
Jfr.  FoM 


I answer  as  a  correct  statement ;  and  he  then 
asked  was  it  possible  that  Her  Majestj^s 
Oovemment  could  reftiain  inactive  when  a 
trade  of  £10,000,000  a  year,  and  the  issue 
of  future  peace  or  distnrbanee  were  in  the 
balance?  Were  the  proposed  notiee  to 
terminate  ^e  treaty  any  mattor  of  sudden- 
ness, or  by  way  of  surprise,  he  mi^t 
comprehend  it ;  but  for  above  three  yean 
the  subject  bad  been  agitated  and  discussed 
in  Congress— io  Canada,  and  in  the 
Chambers  of  Commeree  in  the  North-west. 
It  had  been  notorious  to  everybody  that 
one  party  desired  isolation  irom  the  British 
provinces,  and  another  desired  the  opera- 
tion of  the  treaty  to  be  extended.  It  was, 
therefore,  a  question  to  be  diseussed  in 
advance  of  the  present  entan^ement.  And, 
as  Canada  had  no  treaty  making  power, 
the  responsibility  rested  with  tiie  Govern- 
ment at  home.  This  was  a  question  so 
serious  from  every  point  of  view,  that  the 
House  would  have  to  take  it  up  as  soon  as 
the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Govem- 
ment  laid  upon  the  table  the  notice  which 
he  had  told  them  woidd  be  given  on  the 
15th  March  next.  Then  would  be  tbe 
time  to  diseiiBs  it  fully,  and  in  all  its  bear- 
ings. His  object  now  was  to  prepare  for 
that  discussion,  by  obtaining  all  the  facts. 
The  paper  laid  before  the  House  last  week 
did  not  go  back  far  enough.  It  appeared 
that  in  the  autumn  of  1861,  the  New  York 
Chamber  of  Commerce  memorialised  Con- 
gress for  a  revision  of  the  treaty,  and  a 
committe  of  Congress  reported  upon  it  in 
February,  1862.  That  report  he  had  here. 
It  did  not  advocate  notice,  no,  it  advocated 
adherence  to  the  principles  of  free  ez- 
change  ;  and  it  proposed  that  commission- 
ers should  negotiate  an  extension  of  tbe 
treaty.  In  March,  1864.  Mr.  Ward  re- 
ported to  Congress  resolations  appointing 
commissioners  for  that  purpose,  and  ulti- 
mately the  disnadim  was  postponed  to 
December,  1864.  During  ml  1Mb  time, 
surely  eommnnication  of  some  kind  had 
passed  to  or  from  this  country  ;  and  it 
was  self-apparent  that  the  treaty  might 
have  been  revised  and  extended  before  re- 
cent causes  of  irritation  had  appeared. 
These  causes  had  led  to  much  bitter  feel- 
ing, and  it  might  now  be  too  late  to  restore 
the  princi[de  of  the  treaty  and  of  the 
Bonding  Acts  in  all  their  integrity.  He 
now  moved  for  all  papers  subsequent  to 
December,  1861,  with  a  view  to  further 
discussion  hereafter.  He  would  now  call 
attention  to  a  very  aiogular  letter,  given 
at  pagef  70  and  7ilrgi»eA9 
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lut  week.  That  letter  had  been  inter- 
oepted  hj  Oenerel  Angnr.  and  wbb  stated 
bj  Mr.  Seward  to  be  nodoabtedly  genuine. 
He  woald  ask  whether  any  ezptanation  of 
that  letter  had  been  offered  bj  his  Eroel- 
lenoT  the  Ameriean  Miaiater,  Mr.  Adams  f 
And,  if  so,  why  that  explanation  bad  not 
been  printed  ?  The  letter  was  from  a  Con- 
federate agent  residing  in  Canada,  appa- 
rentlj  to  Mr.  Seddon,  the  Confederate 
Beeretaty  for  War.  It  mast  hare  been 
written  at  the  end  of  October  last  year. 
It  stated  that  tiie  writer  had  made  an  ar> 
rangement  with  parties  "  powerfiil  and  in- 
llaential  with  tbeOoTemment  of  the  United 
States  "  to  deliver  supplies  of  taieat  in  ex- 
change for  cotton,  **  at  any  port  Mr.  Becre- 
tary  Seddon  may  designate  on  the  east  aide 
of  the  Mississippi,"  or  on  **  the  west  side," 
and  after  this  deNvery  it  was  said  that 
"the  way  was  perfectly  dear  to  deliver 
anywhere  with  General  Butler's  depart- 
ment.** Be  adds  that  he  has  made  another 
contract  with  another  Pedend  American 
citizen  "  by  which  supplies  of  meat  will  be 
furnished  at  Mobile  by  written  permission 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
the  free  pass^e  of  the  blockading  fleet  at 
that  port."  His  contraet*  he  says,  is  for 
5,000,0001b.  of  meat  in  exchange  for 
5,000,000  lb.  of  cotton.  Now.  if  this  were 
true,  it  opened  np  a  very  large  question. 
Merchants  in  England,  who  bad  mn  the 
blockade,  had  been  most  properly  censored 
for  the  practice.  Their  having  done  so 
was  naturally  matter  of  diplomatic  com- 
plaint. But  here  were  the  seal  and  the 
signature  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  himself  made  use  of  to  send  sup- 
plies to  the  enemy  on  one  band,  and  to 
give  cotton  to  the  manuiaetm'erB  of  the 
Korth  on  the  other.  He  thought  that  let- 
ter ought  not  to  have  been  printed  without 
some  comment.  If  explanations  had  been 
fairly  given  by  Mr.  Adams*  and  were  not 
printed,  the  omission  was  a  Blighty  and  he 
thought  a  good  nnderstanding  with  the 
United  States,  desired  so  sincerely  by,  be 
hoped,  the  House  at  large,  wonld  not  be 
promoted  by  its  publication. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  lesTe  ont  frmn  the  word  "  Thst "  to  the  end 
of  the  QnestioD,  in  order  to  add  the  words  "  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  Her  Mi^esty, 
that  She  will  be  xtaoiooa^  pleased  to  give  direo- 
tkms  that  there  be  laid  before  this  Houe,  Copies 
of  all  Pliers  ia  the  possession  of  Her  Uiyeet/'s 
Govemmeot,  respeotin;  the '  Reciprooltr  Treaty,' 
and  the  '  Bonding  Aot,'  of  dates  snbssqaent  to 
Baoembn-,  1801,'^(Jfr.  WaUcin) 

— Initead  thenof. 


Qnestion  proptned,  *'  That  the  Vords 
proposed  to  bo  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mb.  EINKAIBB  hoped  the  hen.  Gen- 
tleman weald  not  deem  H  neeessary  to 
press  for  the  papers  for  which  he  had 
moved,  after  the  statement  on  the  sabjeet 
to  which  they  related  wbidi  had  been  aukde 
the  other  evening  by  the  noble  Lord  at  thn 
head  of  the  Government. 

Mb.  LATARD  said,  in  answer  t»  tbe 
hon,  Qentleman,  he  had  only  to  repeat 
what  was  stated  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
other  night,  that  there  were  no  papers  on 
the  subject  of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty.  As 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  aware,  no  notice 
with  respect  to  the  treaty  had  been  given 
to  Her  Majesty's  Oovemmeut.  Resolu- 
tions on  the  subject  bad  been  submitted  to 
Congress,  but  there  had  been  no  intimation 
given  to  Her  Majesty's  Ooremment — con- 
sequently there  vere  realty  no  papers  to 
lay  on  the  table. 

Mb.  PBACOCEB  begged  to  remind 
the  hon.  OenUeman  that  no  answer  bad 
been  given  as  to  the  genuineness  of  tlia 
letter  to  which  allusion  had  been  made. 
If  the  letter  were  genuine,  it  would  show 
that,  while  British  vessels  could  not  enter 
a  blockaded  harbour  of  the  Confederate 
States,  President  Lincoln  was  endeavour- 
ing to  enable  Federal  vessels  to  enter  them 
to  procure  cotton  for  the  Federal  States. 
If  the  Government  declined  to  give  any 
information  on  the  subject,  he  trusted  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stockport  would  not  fail 
to  press  it  agun  on  their  attention  on  a 
future  occasion  in  a  more  formal  manner. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  said,  be 
would  only  make  one  observation  on  tho 
letter,  namely  this— that  it  was  quite  pos- 
sible that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
might  believe  in  the  genuineness  of  the 
intercepted  letter,  but  at  the  same  time 
might  not  be  convinced  that  all  the  state- 
ments it  contained  were  true. 

Amendment,  b^  leave,  vAiKdravm. 

Original  Question,  by  leave,  totfAdravm. 

Committee  deferr^  till  Monday  next. 

PILOTAOB  OBDKB  OOHnBHATIOK  BILL. 

Pilotage  Ordw  -  Conflmatloa  comldmvd  ht 

Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Retolved,  That  the  Chairman  be  directed  to 
move  the  Boose,  That  lean  be  given  to  bring  In 
a  BUI  for  ooaflming  a  Frovirional  Order,  made 
br  the  BoaH  of  Trade,  luder  "The  Bfovhant 
Sbimtng  Aet  Amendment  Aet,  ISeS,"  rdstlDf  to 
tbePilotageorthelUvsrTyiie.  y-.  i 
BtSatnUenr^wMd,  DigitizedbyV^OOglC 
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Bill  or^md  to  be  braoi^t  in  bj  Hr.  Bbum 
GiBMV  ind  Mr.  Him. 

Bmj)rMmfAi;aiidnftdl0CBmS8].  . 
CmL  BILL  COURTS  PBOOIDUBE  (HUELASD) 

ACT  (1864)  AHEHmcBira. 

Od  Hodtm  of  Sir  Robbbt  PsBt«  BQl  to  amend 
«arUin  irinieil  emm  in  the  CItU  BUI  Oonrti 
Prooednre  Amendment  Aet  (Irelutd).  1864,  or- 
dered to  be  brought  in  bf  8v  Rmkbt  Fno.  and 
Sir  CouuH  O'LooHunr. 

BiU;MWMi(A«;aiidzwdl°  [Bm29}. 

HoaiB  a^Qoomed  at  Tweire  o'olook 
tillHondi^  next. 


HOrSE  OF  LOBDS, 
Monday,  Fthnuuy  20,  1865. 

COURTS  OF  JUSTICE  SITE  BILL. 

KBTUIUfB. 

Thb  Eabl  of  LONGFORD  said,  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  Return  which  had  just  heen  laid  upon 
the  table  of  the  number  of  houses  to  be 
removed  and  the  persous  who  would  be 
displaced  in  coosequence  of  the  proposed 
erection  of  tbe  new  Courts  of  Justice  near 
Temple  Bar.  The  Return  professed  to 
f^n  the  number  of  inhabited  booses  to  he 
remored  at  151 »  and  of  the  number  of 
penoni  who  would  be  displaced  at  302, 
being  two  persons  to  each  honse.  It 
occurred  to  him  that  there  most  be  some 
inaceoracj  in  the  Betom,  and  he  had,  con- 
sequently, referred  to  the  Parliamentary 
agents,  whose  names  appeared  upon  the 
back  of  the  Bill,  and  they  had  stated  that 
the  Return  was  correct,  it  being  a  list  of 
the  owners  and  of  the  leaseholders  of  the 
property  to  be  taken;  and  that  the  Return 
omitted  all  notice  of  the  lodgers,  who  were 
Tory  many.  It  was  clearly  tbe  object  of 
the  House  that  a  full  Return  should  be 
made  of  all  the  persons  who  would  be  dis- 
placed, and  he  felt  sore  there  had  been 
some  misapprehension  in  regard  to  it.  He 
should  like  to  know  how  many  of  the 
working  olasses  would  be  removed  out  of 
their  houus.  He  therefore  saggeated  that 
ft  lapplementary  Return  shotdd  m  ordered, 
in  order  to  afford  the  required  informa- 
tion, which  would  certainly  be  required 
when  the  Bill  came  before  the  Honse. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  said,  that 
the  objection  of  the  noble  Earl  appetred 
to  be  wdl  foonded.   The  qoMtun  wu  not 


as  to  the  aeenraoj  of  the  Retarot  bat 
merely  whether  it  included  ftll  the  infor- 
mation required,  which,  in  his  opinion,  it 
did  not  do,  as  it  was  a  farce  to  say  that 
only  two  persons  resided  in  each  house. 
He  would  see  that  a  further  Return  was 
made,  which  would  give  tbe  number  of  all 
persons  who  would  be  displaced  bj  the 
projected  plan. 

The  Eabl  of  SHAFTESBURY  said, 
that  the  Return  was  not  in  accordance  with 
the  Standing  Orders  of  the  House,  which 
directed  that  before  the  second  reading  of 
any  Bill  involring  the  removal  of  houses 
io  the  metropolis  a  Return  should  be  made 
stating  the  number  of  Bueh  houses  required, 
with  their  oharecter  end  the  pontive  and 
actual  number  in  detail  of  the  persons  who 
would  he  dispossessed,  and,  further,  whe- 
ther there  was  any  provision  made  for 
their  accommodation.  The  Return  put  the 
number  of  bouses  required  at  151,  each  of 
which  might  be  assumed  to  contain  from 
two  to  twenty  rooms;  and  yet  it  put  the 
number  of  inhabitants  at  only  302.  This 
on  the  face  of  it  was  a  perfect  mockery  of 
a  Return,  and  did  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  pretend  to  meet  tbe  requirements 
of  their  Lordships'  Standing  Oiilers.  He 
trusted  that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on 
the  Woolsack  would  insist  npon  a  proper 
Return  beiog  made  of  the  actual  number 
of  poor  persons  who  would  be  deprived  of 
their  homoB  through  their  houses  beiog 
required  for  the  purposee  of  the  Courta  « 
Justice  Site  Bill. 

Tbb  LORD  CHANCELLOB  said*  he 
had  been  much  struck  with  the  form  of  the 
Return,  and  he  would  take  care  that  a 
Return  was  made  iu  accordance  with  the 
Standing  Orders. 

DEFENCES  OF  CANADA— REPORTS  OP 

COLONEL  JERVOIS.— QUESTION. 

Load  LYVEDEN,  in  rising  to  ask  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers  what  they  have  done,  or 
intend  to  do,  upon  the  Report  of  Colonel 
Jervois  on  the  Defences  ot  Canada,  sud, 
he  did  so  iu  the  hope  of  eliciting  some 
information  from  the  noble  Earl  the  Secre- 
tary for  War,  rather  than  thiokiog  any- 
thing he  could  say  himself  would  interest 
thmr  Lordshim ;  because  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  Report  which  had  heen  laid 
upen  the  table  woe,  to  a  eertwn  ex- 
tent, an  oflScial  indiscretion,  as  it  dis- 
closed a  sUte  of  things  which  ought  to 
have  been  kept  fram  the  public  eye  until 
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Tbere  tnigbi.  perbaps,  be  a  great  number 
of  persons,  many  of  whom  regarded  this 
country  witb  no  friendly  feelings,  as  well  as 
others  who  were  friendly  to  it,  who  were 
perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  state  of 
the  fortifications  in  Canada;  bot  that  was 
a  very  different  thing  from  prodneing  a 
document  of  this  kind,  published  under 
official  authority  and  presented  by  com- 
mand of  Her  Majesty  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  setting  forth  the  eiaot  con- 
dition of  those  fortifications.  The  Report 
of  Colonel  Jervois  was  a  sort  of  abstract 
of  a  more  detailed  Report  such  as  was  also 
made  in  1864,  which  bad  very  properly  not 
been  made  public  up  to  this  time;  but  he 
should  DOW  ask,  whether  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Oorernment  to  produce  it  for  the 
information  of  the  House  ?  By  this  act 
of  the  OoTernment  he  was  at  any  rate  ac- 
quitted of  any  indiscretion,  in  bringing 
the  matter  under  their  Lordships'  notice. 
The  Report  of  the  gallant  officer  showed 
— not  to  use  any  eqniTocal  expression — the 
ntterly  defenceless  state  of  Canada.  He 
had  been  sent  ont  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
Temment  to  inspeet  the  state  of  die  forti- 
fications; and  his  Report  stated,  in  unmis- 
takable language,  that  the  troops  sent  out 
from  this  country  and  the  local  troops 
together  could  not  defend  .the  colony.  In 
fact,  if  it  were  attacked,  there  would  be 
nothing  for  them  but  to  retreat—he  would 
not  use  a  more  ofi'ensire  term — as  fast  as 
they  could  to  our  ships;  and  it  would  be 
luoky  for  them  if  they  could  gain  them 
without  destruction.  Was  that  a  state  of 
things  which  was  pleasant  to  contemplate  ? 
Some  sanguine  or  philosophic  persons 
might  say  there  was  no  ehanoe  of  an  at- 
tack upon  Canada — that  the  Americans  had 
too  much  wisdom  to  imagine  that  Canada 
wonid  be  an  acquisition  to  them— that  any 
anch  addition  to  their  already  too  extensive 
territory  would  only  be  a  source  of  in- 
creased difficulty  to  the  American  Oorern- 
ment. Four  or  fire  years  ago  one  might 
hare  talked  of  American  wisdom ;  but 
unce  what  bad  occurred  of  late  we  must 
bare  seen  that  American  institutions  were 
quite  as  subject  to  fits  and  gusts  of  passion 
as  were  those  of  any  other  people.  Ou 
this  |)oint  he  would  quote  from  a  despatch 
of  biB  noble  Friend  the  Secretary  for  Fo- 
ragn  Afihirs,  who  ought  to  be  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  motiTes  of  the  American 
nation.  In  a  despatch  of  the  26th  of 
Norember,  his  noble  Friend  stated — 

*'  If  Hsr  M^es^i  GoTamnwDt  hsTo  not  resist- 
ed mors  strmnoudj  than  tbey  hitherto  ban  doDS 

YOL.  CLXXYU.  [xEtBD  hbbixs.] 


these  illegal  and  nnrrieodly  prooeedings,  the  canse 
ig  to  be  fonod  in  tiieir  iwliflf  that  the  pataions  and 
excitement  of  the  eoutest  have  for  a  tine  ob- 
aanred  the  seBw  of  justlee  and  respect  lav 
which  aroally  distinguish  the  United  States,  and 
that  with  the  close  of  the  contest  calm  oonaidera* 
tioQ  will  return,  and  a  Joat  Tiew  of  these  transao- 
tioDS  will  he  taken." 

It  was  quite  true  that  the  passions  and 

excitement  of  the  contest  bad  obscured 
their  sense  of  justice  and  respect  for  law; 
but  that  being  so,  it  might  possibly  happen 
that  if  a  peace  were  patched  up  between 
the  contending  parties,  passions  and  ex- 
citement might  induce  them  to  turn  their 
arms  against  Canada  and  against  this 
country.  What  was  the  lesson  which  recent 
reports  taught  us?  Had  we  to  learn  that 
peace  in  the  Union  in  America  meant  war 
against  England  9  It  appeared  to  him 
that  we  might  infsr  as  much  from  recent 
indications.  It  was  only  the  other  day 
that  tbere  was  a  report  that  peace  had 
been  patched  up,  and  the  telegram  in- 
formed na  that  this  peace  waa  founded 
on  what  waa  known  as  the  Ifonroe  doe- 
trine,  which  went,  or  might  easily  be 
pushed  the  length  isX  affirming  that  no 
European  country  should  bold  any  part  of 
the  North  American  contiaent.  In  the 
sober  correspondence  with  his  noble  Friend 
the  Foreign  Secretary  the  QoTernment  of 
the  United  States  seemed  to  be  friendly 
with  the  Gorernment  of  this  country  ;  but 
was  the  Gof  ernment  always  able  to  control 
the  people?  Let  their  Lordships  only  reflect 
on  what  must  have  followed  if  the  order 
General  Dix  had  been  followed.  In  De- 
cember that  General  gave  the  order  for  the 
crossing  of  the  boundary ;  and  yet  so  ami- 
ably disposed  towards  this  country  bad  be 
appeared  to  be  that,  writing  on  the  18th 
of  October,  Lord  Lyons  said — 

"  I  should  observe  that  General  Diz  spoke  to 
me  in  a  very  frank  and  ftiendly  manner,  and  ex- 
pressed the  most  oonciUator;  Intentions,  and  I 
Bhoald  wish  Hr.  Seward  to  be  iafonned  that  I  foel 
mnoh  obliged  to  the  QeDsral." 

Luckily,  however.  President  Lincoln  bad 
the  good  sense  to  countermand  General 
Diz'  order,  and  nothing  happened — but 
the  same  thing  might  occur  immediately 
that  the  civil  war  ceased.  He  hoped  the 
accounts  were  exaggerated  which  described 
American  hostility  to  England  as  intense, 
but  that  such  hostility  did  prevail  to  some 
extent  he  believed.  It  was  true  that  we 
had  preserred  our  neutrality  as  between 
the  combatants  ;  but  neutrality  was  always 
odious,  eTOn  those  who  remamq^  neutral 
on  political  gronnda  wi<pkte(^^4iJW)^(^ 
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distnut  and  dislike  by  both  parties ;  and 
the  amoont  of  hostility  said  to  prevail 
ID  America  against  this  country  might  he 
idiieflj  owing  to  our  mntrality.  If  this 
Wtt  «m  ataVs  of  tfainga  in  America,  if  the 
danger  was  Siibtiilnent— and  he  was  satis- 
fied that  it  was  imminent,  because  at  any 
time  tlMt  peaoe  was  patched  np  the  aims  <n 
Amdriea  might  be  tamed  against  ns— 
tfaor  Lordships  wouM  do  wellto  consider 
Vbat  was  the  condilion  of  affsirs  in  Canada. 
Were  the  defences  of  that  colony  in  a 
satisfactory  state  ?  It  appeared  that, 
aoCcordisg  to  the  latest  Returns,  the 
nmnbet  of  Tolnnteera  in  Canada  was 
21,700,  and  the  latest  reports  stated  that 
as  soon  as  the  Oovdmrnent  could  take  the 
1)ktIot  the  serrice  militia,  ezchisiTe  of 
officera,  wonld  number  88,245.  With  re- 
f^piNtt  t6  the  latter  force  one  of  the  Qn6s- 
tions  be  proposed  to  address  to  his  noble 
Friend  the  Secretary  for  War  wonld  be, 
when  wonld  the  OoTemment  be  able  to  take 
^e  ballot— beeanae  eten  after  iSiat  there 
wonld  be  a  greht  deal  to  do.  Twoyears^ 
he  ventnred  to  pnt  a  qoestaon  to  the  late 
Dnke  of  Newcastle  on  tiiis  TOiy  subject, 
and  the  answer  of  the  noble  Duke  was  a 
most  unsatisfactory  one  ;  for  he  bad  to  tell 
their  Lordships  that  the  Canadian  Parlia- 
ment was  nnwilliog  to  bestir  themselTes, 
'and  that  they  regarded  the  proposal  made 
to  them  by  this  country  on  the  subject  of 
their  defences  as  nneonstittftional  and  one 
which  they  ongfat  not  to  hare  been  called 
upon  to  adopt.  Now,  though  he  had  no 
Official  information,  he  hoped  that  a  better 
spirit  had  been  manifested  in  Canada,  and 
that  the  Parliament  of  that  country  had 
kvcetTcd  the  proposals  made  to  them  in  a 
hsT  and  becoming  spirit  in  regard  to  their 
own  defeneea.  Colonel  Jerroia  now  re- 
ported— 

"I  haTa  had  ao  oflMal  ^timatim  of  tbo 
wbMi  the  ProTineul  Goverameat  propose  to 
adopt  with  respeot  to  the  snirfrMtioiiB  which  I  had 
the  bonoar  to  anbmit  to  them ;  but  I  have  the 
beat  reuon  for  ttating  that  thef  eonctir  geoerallj 
in  the  whole  of  mj  proposala,  and  that  Ihsj  are 
ready  to  meet  the  motner-eoontry  in  a  ftit  and 
beoMnlBKS^rit  Inoarryifif  oat  Uia  meainres  which 
an  TeqauMe  fir  the  dafcaee  of  Oaaada." 

He  should  like  to  know  what  was  meant 
by  **  a  foir  and  becoming  spirit,"  and  how 
this  disposition  had  been  manifested.  Had 
anything  been  done?  Had  any  measures  of 
defence  been  agreed  upon,  or  were  Canada 
and  the  mother-country  still  fendng  with 
each  other  who  should  contribute  least  to 
the  defences  of  the  colony?  Two  years  ago, 
cartainlj,  he  wm  mm  k  thoee  iribo  wodd 
Lord  LfDidm 


have  Tcninred  to  give  what  some  might 
consider  to  be  a  bold  adYice.    He  would 
have  said  that,  if  Canada  persisted  in  re- 
fusing to  provide  for  its  own  defence,  we 
should  leave  Canada  alone.    It  was  per- 
fectly (dear  that,  in  respect  of  mere  emun- 
ment,  Canada  was  of  very  little  use  to  ns ; 
and  as  long  as  it  would  not  defend  itsdf, 
as  long  as  it  levied  difforential  duties 
against  this  country,  as  long  as  it  parsoed 
a  course  which  showed  rather  hostility 
than  friendship  towards  England,  we  were 
justified  in  saying,  "  Ton  may  provide  for 
yourself;  we  shall  withdraw  our  troops." 
Learing  our  troops  there  without  proper 
defences  meant  not  only  the  discomfortare 
of  those  troops,  but  their  destroction  and 
the  disgrace  of  this  country.    The  state  of 
affairs  had,  however,  to  a  certain  extent, 
changed  stoce  that  time,   because  the 
important  step  of  a  Confederation  of  (be 
British  Provinces    had  been  ptroposed. 
Some  said  that  a  Confederation  led  to 
separatimi.   He  hoped  it  did.    H«  hoped 
that  in  the  case  «f  Canada  it  would  lead 
to  a  happy  and  amicable  se|teration,  such 
as  ought  to  exist  between  the  mother- 
country  and  that  colony.    With  countries 
it  was  the  same  as  with  the  members  of 
families — when  the  younger  branches  be- 
came sufficiently  vigorous  to  do  for  them- 
selves they  would  no  longer  depend  upon 
the  parent.    But  it  was  to  the  immediate 
defence  of  the  North  American  Colonies, 
and  not  to  their  future  destiny,  we  must 
now  look  ;  and  he  found  that  the  gallant 
and  distingniahed  officer  who  had  reported 
on  the  defences  of  Canada,  while  stating 
the  measures  necessary  for  the  future,  did 
not  tell  us  bow  the  colony  was  to  be  de- 
fended in  the  meantime.    Above  all,  he 
did  not  tell  us  what  waa  to  happen 
on  the  Lakea.    They  had  lately  heard 
that  in  November  the  American  Oovem- 
ment  had  given  notice  that  they  intended 
to  pnt  an  end  to  the  Treaty  of  1817,  and  to 
establish  a  force  on  tlie  Lakes.    Hr.  Rns- 
sell,  In  his  able  work  on  Canada,  stated 
what  every  other  writer  on  the  subject  had 
stated  also  —  namely,  that  Lake  Ontario 
was  the  only  one  of  the  Lakes  that  we 
could  possibly  undertake  to  defend.  He 
wished  to  know,  therefore,  what  measures 
had  been  taken  for  the  defence  of  that 
Lake  —  whether  preparations  had  been 
made  fbr  putting  additional  or  any  gunboats 
upon  it  ?    The  questions  be  wished  to  put 
to  the  Government  were,  what  interpreta- 
tion they  plaoed  on  the  stops  which, had 
rebently  been  fakenidRidh  v^lM^t^^^i^ 
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l>y  the  Uaitod  State  GoTwamnt ;  wlMt 
lutd  been  dene  with  regard  to  tbe  L^m, 
«Bd  eBpeciallj  Lake  Ontario;  whetlier 
Cuwda  imld  be  able  by  any  proriMOD  to 
hnpoM  uy  ebarge  on  the  future  Confede- 
ration in  refard  to  any  outlay  they  might 
ioetir  for  ber  defeaee ;  and  what  time  it 
vonld  take  to  eumftlete  die  fortification!  ? 
H«  bad  DO  quarrel  with  anything  the  (ro- 
Tamment  bad  done  or  ouNtted  to  do ;  bat 
the  time  waa  certainly  come  when  iuB^uc- 
tiiHM  must  be  Mnt  «ut  to  Lord  Uonck  to 
Bay  at  once  to  the  Caaadian  Assembly  in 
«  peremptory  and  poMtiye,  but  not  by  Miy 
means  in  «  menaoious  manner,  that 
moat  undertake  some  proportion  of  the  ex- 
penses sf  tbeir  own  desenee,  and  that  what* 
ever  tfaey  did  woiM  be  met  by  this  eoan- 
try  in  a  his  and  Kberal  apirvt.  There  were 
bat  two  manly  wd  ngoroua  eonrses  of 
polioj  open  to  as  in  &is  matter.  One 
was  to  say  at  onoe  to  tae  Oanadians  that 
we  fowd  it  impossible  to  defend  Uiem, 
thart  we  saw  tbey  did  sot  mean  to  defend 
tbemselrae,  and  we,  therefore,  should  with- 
draw our  troops  whom  we  tUd  not  wish  to 
see  massacred  on  their  soil  ;  hut  that  we 
should  psrt  with  them  of  course  in  a 
friendly  spirit,  in  the  hope  that  when  this 
was  ae  longer  an  Imperial  question,  and 
when  the  soTereignty  af  Etogland  was 
withdrawn,  the  enmity  of  the  -United 
States,  said  to  he  based  on  these  con- 
siderations, would  be  withdrawn.  That 
wsiild  be  a  straightforward,  and  per- 
haps OB  the  whole  not  a  disbononrable 
course;  bat  ^ere  wm  another  coarse  more 
fitting  a  galkmt  and  bigb-smrited  nation, 
and  more  in  aeeordanee  with  the  courage 
of  the  British  people.  We  might  say  to 
the  Canadians,  we  consider  you  part  of 
«nr  £mpire,  and  that  your  vast  territory 
belongs  to  ns,  and  we  will  not  sufier  your 
soil  to  be  invaded.  We  will  supply  you 
with  troops  to  scatter  year  enemies,  and 
witbeat  delay  will  improre  the  fortifica- 
tions  by  which  your  country  is  defended. 
For  both  these  eonrses  there  might  be 
much  to  be  said  ;  but  the  coarse  for  which 
there  was  nothing  to  be  said,  and  which 
ot^ht  to  be  artrided  by  the  OoverDmeot, 
was,  that  intemediato  policy  wbieb  conMst- 
•d  in  tellrag  the  CaoadiaM  that  we  would 
•end  diam  troops  only  in  dribleta  —and 
that  we  woold  spend  on  taeir  fortificaUons 
jatt  as  maoh  as  we  eould  slip  quietly  into 
the  fistimates  each  year.  Thus,  we  should 
'have  been  exposed  to  the  danger  of  inva* 
aion,  and  possibly  to  the  ebanee  «f  a  fo- 
r«gD  aeeupatien,  and  in  the  meantime  wa 


might  be  loatng  the  ahueeat  of  oar  troops, 
eeasij|iMig  ouBselTes  to  etttual  inbmy  as 
a  nation,  and  be  committed  to  the  «- 
oesaire  difficulties  of  a  war  with  the  UoUad 
States,  waged  on  a  field  saoit^  disadnm- 
tageouB  to  ns,  wliico  could  only  result  in 
misery  to  both  aaUoos,  and  ooald  pro- 
duce neither  honour  nor  profit  to  «»Uwr. 

Eabl  DE  GRBT  and  RIFON:  My 
Lords,  I  quite  agree  with  tbe  noble  Lord 
who  has  just  sat  down,  that  this  question 
is  one  of  great  importance.  I  also  agree 
with  him  that  it  is  a  question  auirounded 
with  great  difficulty.  My  noble  Friend 
has  said  that  Her  Majesty's  Qoremment 
were  guilty  of  an  "  official  indiseretion  "  in 
having  laid  this  Repwt  upon  the  table  of 
both  Houses  of  Parliament.  Now,  I  wHl 
Btato  tbe  grounds  upon  wbidi  w«  taok  thai 
stop — observing,  in  the  first  iostanee,  that 
if  we  are  guilty  of  official  indiseretioo  in 
the  prodoeti<m  of  this  Report,  I  think  my 
QobleFriendhims^f  is  opentotheehargeof 
"  Parliamentary  indiscretion  ;  "  inasmuch 
as  in  his  speech  he  has  spoken  in  torms  of 
the  QoTemment  of  the  United  States,  oad 
of  the  motires  likely  to  aotuato  them  in 
certain  circumstanoes,  which  perhaps  it 
would  bare  been  as  well  if  he  had  not 
employed.  And,  moreover,  be  told  us 
certain  groaada  upon  wbieb  be  imagines 
that  the  peace  ne^ptiations  recenU^  going 
on  were  based,  whieh,  as  far  as  I  know, 
had  no  foundation,  except  m  the  telegra- 
phio  reporto  which  reach  us  from  day  ,to 
day  from  the  United  States,  foanded  on 
the  speculations  of  tbe  American  news- 
papers, and  which  are  very  frequently  not 
confirmed.  I  shall  not,  therefore,  notice 
the  speech  of  my  noble  Friend,  except  so 
far  as  it  is  associated  with  the  facta  of  the 
case.  Tbe  Report  of  Colonel  Jersoie  con- 
tains a  statement— a  statement,  no  do»bt, 
serious,  and  worthy  of  grave  oonsideration 
— of  the  real  facts  «f  the  ease  ;  but  I  must 
tell  your  Lordships  that  there  is  nothing 
after  all  in  this  Report  which  was  not 
already  perfectly  well  known  to  those  who 
bad  taken  any  intwest  in,  or  had  previously 
studied  the  subject.  In  public  dooumenta 
laid  before  other  Assemblies,  and  speeches 
made  in  other  countries,  will  be  found  all 
the  prinmpal  faeto  broadly  stated  in  this  Re- 
port. It  hardly  eont^oa  anything  but  what 
was  known  bitfore  U  eras  asde  ;  bat,  my 
Lords,  the  reason  whloh  indaeed  Her  Ma- 
jesty's  Oovemment  to  produce  euoh  a  re- 
port was  this.  We  pr^wse  to  ask  Ae 
Pariiament  of  this  eeontry,  ftOid-t^.'^Srif; 
Utive  Assembly  of  Canada,  tMfetoJg« 
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reflpeotiTe  Bhareaof  the  ezpeaditiire  neces-*^ 
atay  for  tha  defence  of  that  prorince.  Bad 
when  we  were  about  to  ask  two  Legislative 
AHomblieB  to  Tote  monej,  we  folt  that  it  was 
necessary  Uiat  we  shoald  lay  before  them 
the  groonds  on  which  we  made  the  propo- 
sition. That  is  (he  reason  wby  this  Report 
has  been  laid  before  Parliament,  to  show 
the  grounds  on  which  the  GoTemment  base 
4heir  proposed  action,  and  to  enable  the  Ca- 
nadian GoTomment  to  do  the  same  vith  their 
JLegislatore.  Therefore,  I  most  say  X  do  not 
think  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  are 
at  all  guilty  of  that  portion  of  the  indict- 
ment preferred  against  us  by  my  noble 
Friend,  which  charges  them  with  **  official 
indiscretion."  This  brings  me  to  reply  to 
the  Question  which  he  has  put.  The  Re- 
port touches  prionpally  open  two  points — 
first,  the  works  of  defenoe  to  be  erected  in 
Canada,  for  the  defenoe  of  that  territory; 
and  seeoDdly,  the  measnres  to  be  taken 
to  improve  the  organiiation  and  syatem  of 
training  of  the  Canadian  militia.  In  re- 
gard to  the  first,  my  answer  is  that  as  soon 
as  this  Report  came  into  my  hands  it  re- 
ceived the  immediate  and  serious  consider- 
ation of  Her  Majesty's  Govemment,  and 
that  we  forthwith  entered  into  communica- 
tions with  Lord  Monck,  based  upon  its 
recommendations.  We  informed  him  that 
we  should,  iu  the  Estimates  of  the  present 
year,  propose  to  Parliament  a  sum  of^  money 
for  the  improvement  of  the  fortification  of 
Quebec,  and  that  we  looked  to  the  Canadian 
Government  to  take  steps  for  the  fortifica- 
tion of  Montreal,  and  for  the  ereeUon  of 
any  works  that  might  be  necessary  to  the 
westward  of  that  important  |Uace. 

Thx  Eabl  of  derby  :  What  about 
Halifax? 

Eabl  DE  GRBT  aitd  RIPON  :  I  will 
apeak  of  Halifoz  presently.  I  am  now 
confining  my  remarks  to  my  noble  Friend's 
Question  which  related  to  Canada  alone. 
The  proposal  is  that  we  should  undertake 
the  expense  of  the  necessary  improvements 
in  the  defences  of  Quebec,  which,  as  your 
Lordships  are  aware,  has  always  been  con- 
sidered an  Imperial  fortress.  In  former 
days  that  fortress  waa  strong  and  ade<f uate 
to  the  times;  but,  like  many  other  fortifica- 
tions, it  has  grown  unequal  to  the  altered 
eiroumstanees  of  warfare  of  the  present  day, 
and  requires  alterations  and  improvement. 
That  work  we  take  upon  ourselves.  We 

Sropoae  to  the  Canadian  (JoTernment  to  on- 
ertake  the  expense  of  the  fortifioationa  of 
Montreal  and  we  districts  to  the  westward. 
The  Canadian  Government  are  well  aware 
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of  the  obligatioiu  that  rest  upon  them, 
and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  will 
place  themsdves  in  a  position  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  ease.  With  respect  to  the 
point  adverted  to  by  the  noble  Earl  oppo- 
site (the  Earl  of  Derby),  there  has  been  a 
Vote  for  the  defences  of  Halifax  for  several 
years  upon  our  Army  Estimates,  and  tbere 
will  be  a  larger  sum  in  the  Estimates  for 
the  present  year.  As  regards  the  Cana- 
dian militia,  it  is  no  doubt  true  that  some 
time  ago  the  arrangements  made  in  Canada 
with  respect  to  the  militia  were  by  no  means 
satisfactory  ;  but  my  noble  Friend  must 
recollect  that  since  the  period  of  which  he 
speaks,  and  since  the  statement  made  by 
the  noble  Duke,  whose  loss  we  all  regret, 
a  new  Govemment  has  been  formed  in 
Canada,  entertaining  mnch  wider  views 
than  its  predecessor ;  and  according  to  the 
information  we  have  received,  determined 
to  turn  thnr  attention  to  this  question,  and 
to  take  measures  for  placing  the  militia  in 
a  atate  of  efficiency.  My  noble  Friend 
asked  me  a  question  with  regard  to  the 
ballot ;  and  I  am  enabled  to  inform  him 
that  not  the  mustering  of  the  troops,  but 
the  first  process  of  the  ballot,  has  already 
taken  place. 

Lord  LTYEDEN  :  How  many  have 
been  ballotted  for  ? 

Eabl  DE  6RET  akd  RIFON  :  I  can- 
not ezactiy  aay  at  this  moment.  There  is 
no  doubt  on  my  mind  that  the  present 
Government  in  Canada  are  detennioed  to 
do  their  doty  as  regards  this  question  of 
the  militia;  and  Her  Majesty's  6ovemment» 
on  their  side,  will  be  willing  to  afford  them 
all  the  encouragement  with  respest  to  the 
formation  of  the  truning  schools  for  militia 
officers,  commissioned  and  non-eommia- 
sioned,  that  may  be  required  to  put  the 
force  into  an  efficient  state.  The  propo- 
sals contained  in  Colonel  Jerrois's  Report 
with  respect  to  the  militia  and  volunteers 
have  been  communicated  to  Lord  Monck. 
The  details  of  the  organisation  of  that 
purely  local  force  rest  necessarily  in  the 
hands  of  the  Canadian  Government,  but 
Colonel  Jervois's  suggestions  appear  to 
Her  Majesty's  Govemment  well  suited  lo 
the  circumstances  of  Canada.  In  the 
peculiar  ciroomstancee  of  Canada  the  chief 
difficulty  is  with  a  sparse  population  to 
bring  them  together  to  centralised  points, 
and  to  unite  them  for  the  purposes  of  drill 
for  a  few  weeks  or  a  month ;  but  by  the 
eombioation  of  the  volunteer  and  militia 
systems  as  existing  in  tiiis mnUi^I  think 
it  possible  to  effect  «iie6fiwiwi4Mj^Jit  of 
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the  militia  fnue  in  Canada,  without  asking 
the  men  to  submit  to  the  saerifioe  of  leaf- 
ing their  own  homes  and  going  to  long 
difltaneea  for  m  eonsiderahle  period.  I  am 
not  in  a  position  now  to  enter  more  into 
details  upon  these  ^aes^ns.  H7  noble ; 
Friend  (Earl  Granrille)  telle  me  uiat  be 
has  jast  aecertatned  that  for  88,000  men 
the  ballot  has  been  taken,  and  I  know  the 
training  of  the  officers  is  going  00  satisfac- 
torily. Eirery  B«port  I  reeeiTO  from  the 
Commander-in-Chief  in  Canada  (Sir  Fen- 
wick  Wililams)  confirms  that  statement, 
and  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  system 
of  schools  for  militia  oflScers  will  be  a  most 
useful  and  valuable  one.  The  Canadian 
Goremment  propose  to  extend  it,  and  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  on  their  part,  will 
afford  every  facility  for  so  doing.  Such, 
tiieo,  is  the  state  of  affairs.  We  think  we 
hare  duties  to  perform  in  this  matter,  and 
that  we  are  entitled  to  ask  Parliament  to 
incur  eertmn  expense  for  the  defence  of 
this  ^rtim  of  Her  Hiyesty's  dominions. 
But  at  the  same  time  we  do  not  think  that 
this  country  should  be  called  upon  to  un- 
dertake the  whole  of  the  cost.  We  think 
that  the  Canadian  Government  and  people 
ought  to  take  a  large  share  of  the  expense 
upon  themselves.  We  have  reason  to  hope 
that  they  are  alive  to  that  necessity,  and 
that  in  tiiat,  as  in  other  respects,  the  North 
American  Colonies  have  made  a  consider- 
able stride  within  a  short  time.  They  are 
showing  a  spirit  of  loyalty,  good  sense,  and 
the  leading  men  of  these  provinces  have 
exhibited  a  statesmanship  which  is  very 
creditable  to  them  and  gratifying  to  the 
eountrr,  and  to  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  colonists.  Upon  these 
prineii^ee  we  are  aetmg.  We  take  a  share 
of  the  expense  upon  onrselres.  We  ask 
them  to  take  the  larger  share.  We  believe 
that  they  will  readily  respond  to  the  call  made 
upon  them,  and  that  in  a  short  time  Her 
Majesty's  North  American  Colonies  will  be 
placed  in  a  satisfactory  state  of  defence. 

The  Eabl  op  DERBY :  My  Lords.  I 
feel  the  present  state  of  our  relations  with 
the  Federal  States  of  America  to  be  so 
eritical  that  for  my  own  part  I  should  hare 
been  desirous  of  maintaining  an  absolute 
silence,  and  leare  to  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
remment  the  responsibility  of  dealing  with 
this  diffionlt  and  delieate  question,  lest  any 
interference  on  our  part  should  tend  to  in- 
crease die  difficulty  of  their  task.  Accor- 
dingly, on  the  occasion  <tf  the  moriog  of  the 
Address  to  the  Crown,  I  contented  myself 
with  pointing  out  i^ply  what  I  beliere  to 
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be  the  Uireatening  state  of  affurs  in  North 
America— not  expressing  any  opinion  what- 
ever at  to  the  eourse  to  be  pursued,  hot 
leaving  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  the 
responsiUlity  of  the  poution  and  the  pre- 
cautions to  be  adopted.  But,  my  Lords, 
Her  Majesty's  Goremment  hare  nowtaken 
a  step  which  I  %h\nk  entirely  justifies  the 
question  raised  by  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Lyveden),  Because,  when  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  have  officially  laid  upon 
the  table  of  this  and  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  a  Report  showing  the  defence- 
less state  of  one  of  our  most  important 
provinces,  and  thereby  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  this  kingdom  and  of  foreign  coun- 
tries to  that  defenceless  state.  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Goremment  tbemselres  appear  to 
invite  a  discussion  upon  that  subject, 
and  to  ask  the  opinion  of  Parliunent — I 
do  not  mean  to  say  the  opinion  of  Farlia-  * 
lent  formally  taken,  bnt  the  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  indiridnal  Members  as  to 
the  responsibility  of  that  position.  I  can- 
not bnt  think,  however,  that  as  it  was  the 
intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Goremment  to 
enter  upon  this  large  and  critical  question, 
involving,  as  it  does,  the  expenditure  of 
largo  sums  of  money,  and  inaugurating  a 
new  course  of  policy  altogether — I  cannot 
but  think  that  the  subject  was  much  more 
worthy  of  being  noticed  in  the  Speech 
ftom  the  Throne  than  any  of  those  com- 
paratively unimportant  questions  which 
formed  the  staple  of  that  document.  I 
will  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  communi- 
cation of  this  most  unsatisfactory  Report 
of  Colonel  Jervois  is  likely  to  afford  to 
your  Lfndships,  or  to  the  American  Go- 
remment, any  bformation  which  you  were 
not  already  in  possesuon  of.  At  the  same 
time  I  think  it  is  humiliating  to  this  conn- 
try  to  set  forth  officially  the  utterly  unpre- 
pared and  defenceless  state  in  which  one 
of  our  most  important  possessions  is  kept, 
at  a  moment  when  the  question  of  peace 
and  war  depends,  not  upon  the  calm  con- 
sideration of  friendly  Governments,  but 
very  much  upon  the  excited  passions  of 
popular  assemblies  of  a  nation  which,  whe- 
ther rightly  or  wrongly,  does  entertain,  to 
a  very  great  extent,  hostile  feelings  towards 
this  country.  I  think  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, in  laying  that  paper  before  Far* 
liament,  hare  given  to  it  a  character  far 
more  important  than  if  they  had  left  the 
subject  to  the  nnirersal  knowledge  which 
exists  in  the  state  of  affiurs,  and  had  eon- 
tented  themselres  with  silentiy  and  quietly 
taking  tiie  steps  neeessaiy  >»"0^untwaot 
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the  dftngief  which  it  is  too  plain  Her  V «- 
jesty's  GoTernment  now  apprehend.  I 

do  not  complain,  and  never  bare  cotn- 
^ained,  of  the  course  of  nentrality  which 
Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  have  porsned 
betweeo  the  two  contending  Powers  of 
North  America.  But,  looking  as  I  do 
with  the  ntODOst  horror  to  the  possibility 
of  a  war  between  this  country  and  the 
Federal  States,  or  this  country  and  the 
re-United  States — if  such  a  reunion  he 
possible — I  most  say  I  think  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's GoTemment  hare  been  slow  to  take 
steps,  with  the  symptoms  of  increasing 
disflatisfaction  end  discontent  which  have 
been  brought  to  their  notiee,  end  of  in- 
oreasing  menace  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States — I  say  I  think  they  hare  been  slow 
in  making  adequate  preparations  to  meet 
the  danger,  which  now  they  confess  to  be 
one  of  a  real  and  substantial  character. 
There  is  one  point  to  which  the  noble  Earl 
did  to  Bome  extent  advert,  hut 'which,  I 
think,  deserves  more  attention  than  he  has 
given  to  it — I  mean  the  state  of  our  naval 
preparations  on  the  Lakes.  What  is  the 
state  in  regard  to  that  ?  As  your  Lord- 
ships are  aware,  there  has  hitherto  been 
an  agreement  by  which  an  absolutely  insig- 
ni6eant  naval  force  should  be  maintained 
on  either  side.  But  just  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  season,  when  it  would 
be  impoBBtble  to  take  any  derisife  mea- 
snres  on  oor  part  to  increase  ear  force, 
Bt^B  were  taken  by  the  Fedend  aothorities 
in  absolute  and  direct  violation  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  treaty.  It  is  true  that  the 
Ameriean  Government  have  declared  that 
it  is  not  their  intention  to  violate  the  treaty 
beyond  the  period  when  they  found  it  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  their  own  security. 
But  they  have  taken  upon  themselves  to 
violate  the  treaty  without  previous  notice 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government.  They  have, 
in  violation  of  the  treaty,  placed  a  force 
noon  the  Lakes,  which  menace  the  security 
of  Canada,  and  they  have  not  given,  so  far 
as  I  am  aware,  any  reasons  which  might 
seem  to  render  neeesssry  the  infraction  of 
the  solemn  conditions  of  the  tresty.  The 
American  Government  simply  say  that  they 
do  not  intend  that  this  suspension  of  the 
treaty  should  not  Isst  longer  than  the 
period  of  absolute  necessity.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  they  take  steps  which  will  en- 
able them  to  carry  on  that  period  of  sap- 
posed  necessity  as  long  as  they  think  flt, 
and  after  the  period  of  six  months  from 
notice  of  the  saspension  they  will  be  in  a 
state  of  perfect  hberty  and  of  perfect  rea- 
Th»  Mmrl  oflhrhjf 


dinest  to  plaee  upon  thsLakM  mfammnA 
of  tone  they  please,  and  Her  Hajeaty'i 
Government,  as  for  as  we  know,  have 
taken  no  measures  to  plaee  themselves  in 

a  proper  and  corresponding  conditfoa.  I 
ask  Her  Majesty's  GoTemment,  do  they 
take  credit  for  having  made  preparations 
to  meet  these  difficulties  ?  God  forbid  they 
shonld  prove  to  be  real  difficulties  I  God 
forbid  they  should  be  confirmed  in  pohit  of 
fact !  But  there  are  these  threatening  rir- 
cumstances,  these  eventnalities,  to  be  pro- 
vided against.  Her  Majesty's  Govemmmt 
admit  by  the  fact  of  coming  down  to  Pai^ 
liameot  at  the  eleventh  hour  to  ask  for  the 
means  of  erecting  fortifieations  to  snpply 
that  which  is  an  absolote  neeessity— they 
admit.  I  say,  that  they  see  the  danger,  and 
they  say  that  that  danger  can  only  be  soe- 
eessfully  encountered  by  a  large  contribn- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment and  that  of  other  Provinces.  Bnt, 
as  Colonel  Jervois  truly  observes,  men  are 
not  sufficient  without  fortifications,  and 
that  fortifications  for  Montreal  and  Que- 
bec are  objects  of  peremptory  and  press- 
ing importance.  Connected  with  this  sub- 
ject there  is  one  point  of  great  import- 
ance— namely,  that  the  Americans  shonld 
not,  in  the  event  of  a  rupture,  be  permitted 
to  have,  in  the  first  instanoe,  the  command 
of  the  Lakes.  Ton  now  ask  a  large  amoont 
of  money  for  fortifications,  whieh  yon  now 
admit  to  be  of  urgent  necessity;  bat  I  do 
not  find  that  you  turned  your  attention 
dnring  the  whole  period  that  these  nnfoi^ 
tunate  events  have  beeo  going  on,  although 
you  must  have  known  that  in  certain  events 
the  amtoahle  relations  between  this  country 
and  the  United  States  would  be  interrupted. 
Tou  have  taken  no  steps  np  to  the  present 
moment  to  provide  the  fortifieations  of 
which  you  now  speak  ;  and  even  now, 
when  we  know  there  is  a  preponderating 
American  force  on  the  Lakes,  I  do  not 
believe  any  measures  have  been  adopted  to 
place  a  force  on  the  Lakes  soffieieDt  to 
meet  that  danger.  Although  a  rupture 
might  take  place  at  any  moment  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  steps  have  been  taken  to 
meet  the  danger  by  land,  and  none  what- 
ever have  been  adopted  to  meet  the  danger 
whieh  threatens  you  by  water,  and  wbieh, 
as  I  wy,  may  come  upon  yon  at  any  mo- 
ment. As  far  as  I  understood  the  sketch 
which  the  noble  Earl  gave  of  the  intentions 
of  Her  .Majesty's  Government  it  is  Intended 
to  ask  Pariiament  for  the  sum  of  £300.000. 
I  believe  that  is  the  estimate  for  the  de- 
feneesofQnabee.  ^,^,,,,,^^CoOgk 
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Babl  BB  QRBT  AMD  BIPON :  ThM 
is  the  wholft  Mnount,  but  it  u  intended  to 
■pand only £50,000  thisjear. 

TBI  Earl  or  DBBBT :  Only  £50.000 
thiB  ye*r  t  Then  I  want  to  know  From  the 
noUe  Barl  when  be  thinkB  this  clanger 
threatens  us  ?  Is  it  Imminent,  or  is  it  one 
whioh  maj  be  apprehended  in  three  or  four 
years  1  You  ask  this  year  for  £50.000  to 
be  expended  on  the  fortifications  of  Quebec, 
and  yon  say  the  whole  will  cost  £200.000, 
and  the  Canadian  Government  are  to  ex- 
pend £400,000  or  £500.000  more  on  the 
forti6oatioDs  of  Montreal,  whioh  yon  say 
axe  more  urgent  and  more  pressing  than 
Quebec.  And  then  the  noble  Barl  asto* 
nishes  us  by  telling  us  that  seeing  this 
threatening  aspeet  <J  affsira  Her  Uajeity'i 
Government  are  about  to  ereet  works  which 
will  eost  £200,000,  but  that  they  are  going 
to  ask  for  only  £50,000  this  year.  I  do 
not  know  whether  even  £50,000  will  be 
asked  for ;  perhaps  it  may  drop  down  to 
£20.000—80  that  in  the  course  of  ten 
years  these  fortifioationa,  upon  which  the 
safety  of  the  North  American  provinces 
depends,  may  possibly  be  constructed ; 
whereas  the  danger,  if  danger  there  he, 
is  one  which  may  be  rearused  not  in  the 
coarse  of  years  bnt  of  months.  My  Lords, 
I  depreoate  as  mneb  as  any  man  can  do 
the  utteranee  of  laagnage  which  could  in- 
erease  the  exaiperation  or  any  ill-feeling 
which  may,  and,  as  I  am  afraid,  does  pre- 
vail on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to- 
wards this  eountry.  But  it  is  the  part  of 
eommon  prudence  to  be  prepared  agunst  a 
danger  absolutely  and  imminently  tbreaten- 
in^,  and  I  most  say  that  neither  in  any- 
thing that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
done,  or,  as  far  as  I  Dnderstand,  in  what 
they  propose  to  do,  have  they  taken  ade- 
qnate  steps  to  meet  that  which  they  con- 
sider to  be  a  great  argent  and  imminent 
dangev.  I  think  it  possible  that,  in  a 
peenniary  sense,  the  western  provinces  of 
Canadft  are  rather  a  drain  upon  enr  re- 
sources ;  but  the  incidence  of  this  would 
not  be  felt  if  a  large  and  powerful  federa- 
tion should  be  fimned.  If  Canada  were 
to  muDifest  a  desire  to  separate  from  this 
country  and  establish  their  indepsBdenee, 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  desirable  for  the 
modier  country— I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  for  our  honour  or  interesta  —  to  ende^ 
Tour  to  retain  her  in  unwilling  and  relue* 
taot  association  with  us.  So  \aag,  how- 
ever, as  she  is  desirous  of  remaining  in 
union  with  us  we  are  bound,  by  the  ties 
both  of  duly  and  of  honoor,  to  tbo  utmost 


of  our  power,  to  asoond  their  efilvts ;  he- 
eauaa  I  iHflhr  from  the  noUe  Lord  in  his 
estimation  of  the  value  of  our  Ammean 
possessions,  because  I  think  that  the  poa< 
session  of  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence, and  the  occupation  of  New  Bruna- 
wick  and  the  rest  of  the  seaboard  of  oar 
American  colonies  is,  to  a  maritime  eoun- 
try like  this,  of  the  utmost  importance,  and 
is  a  question  far  toe  great  to  be  conudered 
merely  as  one  of  money  and  of  eoonomy. 
Therefore  I  do  net  think  it  unimportant 
whether  this  eountry  remains  connected 
with  Canada  or  not,  and  I  say  it  would  he 
a  lasting  disgrace  to  this  country— it  wouM 
be  an  ignominy  to  which  I  trust  we  i^mJI 
never  submit— to  aUow  that,  upon  any  pre- 
text whatever,  tiiese  Frovinoes  should  be 
suddenly,  wliile  in  a  defenceless  state^ 
tamed  over  to  tb«r  own  eare,  and  eipoMd 
to  the  possible  invasion  of  a  foreign  eoun- 
try, whose  good-will  we  have  endeavoured, 
however  unsueoesBfully,  to  propitiate,  if  not 
by  strict  neutrality,  at  any  rate  by  a  aeu- 
tralitj  more  favonrable  to  the  North  than 
to  the  South-  I  say  that,  under  sucib  oir- 
cumstanees,  to  allow  that  ocilouy  to  be 
wrested  from  us  without  putting  forth  the 
full  strength  of  the  Empire  to  repel  every 
attempt  at  invasion,  would  be  a  gross  and 
lasting  disgrace  and  ignominy  whioh  I  hope 
this  eountry  would  never  suffer. 

BuL  G&ANVILLB  :  Mj  Levds.  I  fbel 
that  this  is  not  only  an  impertant  question, 
but  one  whieh  must  be  ^^irQaehod  with 
eonsiderable  delicacy.  I  eannot  help  think- 
ing that  ihe  noble  Earl  foUowing  the  noble 
Lord  behind  me  (I^ord  Lyveden).  in  charg- 
ing the  Government  with  indiaoretion  in 
laying  this  Report  before  Parliament,  h«i 
taken  a  very  exaggerated  view.  I  do  not 
see  how  it  was  possible  for  Govemmoit  to 
ask  Parliament  foe  money  unless  they 
placed  before  them  some  wcial  informa- 
tion Bueh  as  this  Report  on  which  to  base 
their  application.  My  noble  Friend  the 
Secrctalry  for  War  atated,  with  great  truUi, 
that  it  was  necessary  to  give  some  state- 
ment of  this  tort  to  enable  the  Goveremont 
of  Canada  to  make  appUoatioo  to  their  own 
Legislature.  The  noble  Em-1  opposite  says 
that  if  this  groat  and  sodden  change  of 
policy  was  to  m  adopted  by  Her  Mi^sty's 
Goremment  it  sbenld  have  been  snnonoced 
in  the  Queen's  Speech.  I  deny,  however, 
that  there  has  been  any  each  change.  This 
subject  of  the  defence  of  Canada  baa  been 
one  of  anxious  inquiry  for  sane  time  past. 
I  am  sure  there  is  no  Peer  in  this  House 
who  wiU  deny  Milfig^^Aeigie 
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take  a  part,  and  a  oonBiderable  part,  in 
proridinfl  the  defence  neecBsary  to  protect 
herself  from  the  attacks  of  a  hosUle  force. 
What  has  been  the  ease  ?  The  Oonni- 
ment  of  Canada  at  one  time  absolntelj 
declined 'to  bear  any  of  the  burden.  It  is 
mly  recently  that  we  have  had  a  Gorem- 
ment  there  with  which  we  conld  deal  at  all 
00  this  subject,  and  it  was  not  till  that  Qo- 
Tcrnment  came  forward  with  commendable 
public  spirit  that  we  could  bring  the  subject 
under  the  notice  of  Parliament,  and  ask 
them  to  grant  money  to  a  colony  which 
formerly  declined  to  put  forth  efforts  to 
protect  itself.  This  state  of  things  has 
now  been  changed,  and  I  rejoice  in  the 
proofs  of  the  good  feeliog  that  now  ex- 
ists between  the  colony  and  the  mother 
country,  i  do  not  know  that  any  greater 
proof  of  the  good  will  enttt-tMoea  towards 
ns  by  the  colony  can  be  adduced  than  the 
following  Resolution*  which  was  adopted 
at  a  Confierenoe  of  Delegates*  held  at 
Quebec  in  referenee  to  the  basis  of  the 
proposed  Confederation  :— 

"  All  engagements  that  maf  before  the  anion 
be  entered  into  with  the  Imperial  GoTemmeat  for 
the  defonoe  of  the  oonntty  ihsU  be  aisained  by  the 
general  Cronrnment." 

Nothing  can  be  more  decisive  as  showing 
the  honourable  epirit  by  which  our  fellow- 
subjects  in  North  America  are  actuated. 
With  reference  to  the  limited  naval  force  to 
be  maintained  by  the  two  Governments 
respectively  on  the  Lakes  between  Canada 
and  the  States,  there  is  no  donbt  it  is  a 
very  difBcolt  one ;  bat  it  was  not  until 
November  that  we  had  any  intimation  from 
the  American  GoTamment  of  th«r  desire 
to  put  an  end  to  that  arrangement.  The 
noble  Earl  says  there  has  been  a  very  great 
▼iolation  of  the  treaty.  That  was  a  very 
strong  expression  to  use.  The  American 
Government  may  have  gone  further  than 
they  ought  to  have  done  in  maintaining  a 
revenue  cotter  upon  the  Lakes  beyond  the 
stipulated  nsval  force;  but  they  allege  that 
they  have  committed  no  violation  of  the 
treaty.  I  am  sure  that  in  treating  these 
questions  the  wisest  and  most  patriotic 
course — one  showing  no  unnatural  alarm — 
is  to  treat  them,  in  our  discussions,  with 
(he  greatest  moderation  and  the  greatest 
oalmnesi.  I  believe  this  would  not  diminish 
onr  heartiness  in  lending  aid  to  Canada  in 
the  posaiUe  bat  terrible  alternative — which 
may  God  avert— of  onr  being  engaged  in 
war  with  the  United  States.  As  long, 
however,  as  these  strong  feelings  which 
animate  both  oarselTet  and  onr  eohmiiti  I 
SarlQrmvifk 


of  mutual  attaohment  and  affection  exist, 
and  while  the  colony  is  prepared  to  take 
her  fiill  share  of  the  exertions  and  ex- 
penses which  are  necessary  to  bar  de- 
fence, I  believe  the  mother  eonotiy  is 
bound  to  stand  by  her — I  bdieve  that  a 
great  country  like  England  is  bonnd  to 
come  forward  in  time  of  need  to  assist  the 
efforts  of  such  a  dependency. 

Lord  LTTTBLTON  wae  understood  to 
say  that,  from  the  complexion  which  eveots 
had  recently  assumed  on  the  Americaa 
Continent,  it  was  evident  that  no  time 
should  be  lost  in  putting  Canada  into  a 
proper  state  of  defence.  The  danger  which 
threatened  that  country  might  be  immi- 
nent, and  he  did  not  think  it  could  be 
maintained  that  £200,000  was  an  extrava- 
gant sum  for  the  mother  country  to  contri- 
oute  towards  placing  the  fortifieatioos  of 
the  provinee  on  a  proper  footing. 

Thb  Eabl  or  UALUESBURT :  Uy 
Lords,  if  the  Gofemment  really  are  in 
earnest  with  respect  to  these  defences,  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  snm  which  is  to  be 
devoted  to  the  defence  of  Quebec  is  really 
so  trumpery  as  to  assume  the  character  of 
a  farce.  As  I  understand  the  matter, 
j£200,000  are  required  from  us  for  placing 
these  fortifications  on  a  proper  footing  ; 
but,  if  this  sum  be  necessary  at  all,  it  must 
be  necessary  very  soon.  What,  therefore, 
is  the  use  of  dividing  this  amount  into  four 
parts  ?  I  understand,  too,  that  the  army 
is  to  be  reduced — not  by  any  very  large 
number  of  men,  it  is  true,  but  still  a 
redoction  is  to  be  made.  Now,  if  any  foree 
can  act  efficiently  in  Canada,  that  force  is 
infantry,  and  the  Canadians  ought  to  give 
as  a  guarantee  to  find  an  infantry  army, 
whatever  we  may  do  with  respect  to  ships 
and  stores.  It  seems  to  me  trifling  with 
the  question,  if  Quebec  is  to  be  fortified 
and  improved,  not  at  once  to  try  and 
obtaiu  the  necessary  £200,000  and  finish 
those  fortifications.  1  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  there  is  more  than  one  reason  for 
the  delay,  amounting  almost  to  neglect, 
which  the  GoTomment  has  exhibited  during 
the  last  four  years,  when — I  will  not  say 
everybody,  but  a  great  many  persons,  at 
all  events — foresaw  that  Canada  would  ba 
threatened,  so  soon  as  there  should  be  an 
end — as  there  now  seems  likely  to  be — 
of  the  war  which  has  raged  for  tiie  laat 
four  years  among  the  American  Statea. 
There  seems  to  have  been  an  opinion 
widely  prevalent  that  the  war  was  founded 
on  the  slave  question.    That  delnsion 
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mmd  of  erer;  one  after  what  has  occurred 
witbtn  the  last  thr«e  weeht.  What  is  the 
onljr  point  of  conteit,  aoeording  to  the  best 
information,  between  the  two  partiea  ¥  It 
ii  independenoe  on  one  ^de,  and  undivided 
dominion  on  the  other.  That  is  the  apple 
of  discord  over  whieh  they  hare  been  fight- 
ing for  the  last  fear  years ;  and  to  suppose 
that  when  the  present  war  ends,  the  Ame- 
ricans wilt  flit  down  quietly  and  disband 
their  forces,  and  that  there  will  then  be  no 
danger  to  ourselves  in  Canada,  is  a  delusion 
which,  if  it  ever  existed,  ought  by  this 
time  to  be  dispelled.  I  aincerelj  hope  that 
the  Americans  when  they  emerge  from 
this  contest  will  look  hack  upon  it  with  the 
same  feellnga  of  horror  which  it  excites  in 
HI  as  it  prMeeds,  and  that  they  will  not 
tnm  their  eyes  on  other  nations  with  a 
desire  to  continue  their  military  career.  It 
is  apparent,  however,  from  what  has  lately 
taken  place,  that  a  passion  of  dominion 
does  prevail  among  the  Americans;  and 
whether  it  be  directed  to  the  north  or  the 
sooth,  the  east  or  the  west,  the  existence 
of  that  pasrion  ongfat  not  to  be  disre- 
garded. 

ThbEablofELLENBOROUQH:  My 
Lords,  I  think  it  would  be  well  if  Her 
Majesty's  Qoveroment  would  take  into 
their  consideration  in  what  position  the 
Confederates  would  now  be  had  they  acted 
on  the  principle  on  which  the  Government 
are  about  to  proceed  in  regard  to  Canada. 
The  Confederates  immediately  set  about 
constructing  fortifications  at  Charleston, 
Mobile,  Wilmington,  and  other  places. 
The  whole  eonntry  was  at  once  covered 
with  the  works  necessary  to  assist  the 
operations  of  the  army.  If  they  had  gone 
on  the  supposition  that  there  was  plenty  of 
time,  if  they  had  endeavoured  to  do  the 
thing  by  driblets,  setting  ap  a  fort  in  one 
year,  and  one  in  another,  the  Confederate 
armies  would  long  before  now  have  been 
overwhelmed,  and  every  one  of  the  places 
they  wished  to  preserve  would  have  been 
lost.  We  are,  as  has  been  said,  in  this 
position — if  the  people  of  Canada  are  really 
deairona,  as  they  appear  to  be,  of  continued 
connection  with  this  country,  and  are  witl- 
ing to  pot  themselves  forward  for  their 
own  defence,  we  are  honnd  in  honour  to 
give  them  such  assistance  as  we  can.  I 
deeply  lament  the  position  in  which  we  are 
placed.  I  deprecate  a  war  with  America 
as  fatal  to  the  best  intnests  of  both  coun- 
tries, and  incapable  of  prodncing,  under 
any  circumstances,  the  slightest  benefit  to 
fiitiier.    Bnt  we  maj  be  oompelled  by 


honour  to  engage  in  these  hostilities.  Bnt 
the  Canadians  must  do  more  than  merely 
express  a  desire  to  remain  anited  to  this 
kingdom ;  they  mnat  do  more  than  merely 
pass  Acts  wbwh  may  ultimately  lead  to 
the  formation  of  asnflSinent  defsnnve  force. 
Unless  the  Canadians  are  prepared  to  come 
forward  as  tlie  Southemera  have  done,  by 
the  exertions  of  every  man  among  them,  to 
defend  the  soil  which  ought  to  be  most 
dear  to  them,  the  property  which  they 
possess,  and,  above  all,  the  safety  of  their 
families — unless,  I  say,  they  are  prepared 
to  go  to  that  extent,  although  honour  may 
oblige  us  to  endeavoar  to  assist  them,  any 
really  useful  efficient  assistance,  it  will  be 
impossible  for  us  to  afford.  Canada  must 
be  defended  by  Canadians.  If  it  he  not, 
we  shall  sacrifice  many  of  the  gallant  men 
sent  to  their  assistance,  and  we  shall  lose 
the  honour  of  the  eonntry  through  the  de- 
stmetion  of  the  inadequate  force  prorided 
for  the  defence  of  Canada.  These  are  my 
feelings,  and  I  hope  they  will  also  be  the 
feehnga  of  the  Canadians.  But  this  danger, 
remember,  if  it  ever  befall  us,  is  one  which 
may  come  at  any  moment.  If  the  recent 
negotiations  had  succeeded,  it  might  have 
been  preparing  at  this  hour  :  and  when  I 
feel  that  nothing  we  can  possibly  do  can 
avert  that  danger,  that  there  is  not  a  man 
in  the  country  who  does  not  see  it  and 
measure  its  extent.  I  must  say,  it  is  to 
me  almost  incredible  that  the  Government 
should  be  content  with  voting  only  jS50,000 
for  the  purpose  of  fortifying  what  must  be 
the  place  of  diaembarcatton  of  our  troops 
if  we  should  be  compelled  to  go  to  war. 
This  is  not  a  new  subject— at  least  as 
regards  fcmuer  Governments,  although  it 
may  be  so  to  the  present.  If  the  Ministera 
will  look  through  the  records  of  their  offices 
they  will  find — I  cannot  tell  exactly  in 
which  Department — some  opinions  of  the 
late  Duke  of  Wellington  with  regard  to  the 
state  of  the  defences  of  Canada,  ranging 
from  1828  to  the  period  of  bis  death.  I 
can  recollect  communications  on  the  subject 
from  the  Duke  of  Wellington  as  far  back 
as  1828,  and  I  know  it  was  one  on  which 
he  thought  very  deeply  and  strongly,  and 
on  which  be  entertained  very  decided  opi- 
nions. I  hope  tiiat  when  the  Government 
are  preparing  measures  for  the  defence  of 
Canada  they  will  not  be  satisfied  with  the 
Report  of  this  Colonel  which  has  been  laid 
on  the  table,  but  will  go  to  the  opinions  of 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  consult  bis 
wisdom  on  the  matter. 
Eabi,  EUSSBLL:  My  I**rdfc  I  own  I 
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rery  modi  regret  thai  my  noble  Friend 
{Lwd  hjweden)  hu  deemed  it  neeeuarj 
to  bring  on  this  diseassion.  Her  Majesty's 
GoTomment  are  blamed  for  publishing  a 
Report  exposing  the  weakness  of  Canada. 
Now,  the  ooorse  whieh  we  hare  taken 
is  this — baring  to  pronde  a  remedy  for 
the  weakDess  of  Canada,  we  hare  pre- 
srated  a  Report  showing  the  defects  to 
whieh  the  remedy  was  to  be  applied. 
It  ohght  to  he  remembered  that  this  is 
a  question  of  a  Yote  of  money — which 
may  not,  perhapst  be  of  a  rery  con- 
siderable amonot  at  fint.  hot  which  may 
oome  to  be  very  large  in  ftiture  years. 
In  order  to  obtmn  the  assent  of  the  House 
of  Commona  to  oar  proposal  it  is  necessary 
to  ahow  both  the  need  of  a  remedy  and 
that  the  remedy  proposed  to  be  applied 
will  be  effinent.  The  noble  Barl  opposite 
(the  Earl  of  Dnrby)  has  eomplained  very 
much  of  the  years  which  hare  elapsed 
doriDg  which  nothing  has  been  done. 
But,  as  has  been  justly  remarked,  there 
were  two  things  to  be  prored — one  was 
that  Canada  required  Improred  fortifica- 
tions, and  the  other  that  the  Canadians 
were  disposed  to  take  part  in  protecting 
their  soil  from  inrasion,  and  to  oontribute 
largely  for  that  object.  If  the  Oovem- 
meot  had  come  forward  three  years  ago 
and  asked  the  Honse  of  CommooB  for  a 
large  Vote  for  the  fortification  of  Canada, 
the  great  body  of  the  House  would  hare 
said,  Where  is  the  proof  diet  the  peo[de 
Canada  are  diapond  to  defend  tbem- 
■elrea?  Hare  they  any  militia?"  The 
anawer  most  bare  been — no,  they  hare 
none.  Hare  they  made  any  prepara- 
tion, are  they  disposed  to  make  any 
preparation,  to  share  the  expenses  we 
are  asked  to  take  upon  ourtelres  ? 
Again  the  answer  must  hare  been — no, 
they  are  not  disposed  to  go  to  any  expense 
to  defend  their  soil.  Under  these  eircum- 
atanees  could  we — coold  any  Qoremment 
— expect  to  get  a  large  aura  of  money 
from  the  House  of  Commons  f  The  noble 
Earl  opposite  said  we  ought  quietly  and 
ulently  to  bare  been  going  on  with  these 
works.  What,  spend  £200,000  quietly 
and  silently  t  I  know  not  from  what 
•ouree  the  noble  Earl,  had  he  been  first 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  eonld  hare  pro- 
owed  £200,000  qnietly  and  niently  without 
mentioning  it  to  the  Honse  of  Commons, 
keeping  it  a  secret  from  all  the  world.  It 
ia  not  easy  to  see  how  fortifications  oould 
be  erected  in  Canada  at  the  expense  of 
tbia  eonnttj  without  a  word  bring  Mid 


about  It.  Therefore  I  hofed  tiiat  Ibe 
charges  which  have  been  made  are  totally 
deroid  of  any  solid  foundation.  It  ia  said 
that  we  ought  to  hare  thoaght  oi  ^ese 
things  before.  So  we  did.  When  my 
lamented  Friend  Sir  Geroge  Cornewalt 
Lewis  was  at  the  War  Office  he  had  the 
subject  very  much  in  his  thonghta. 
The  state  and  disposition  of  Canada 
appeared  to  him,  as  to  all  those  who  hare 
held  the  office  since  the  present  Gorem- 
ment  was  formed,  to  be  material  points  for 
consideratitHi.  During  the  middle  and  end 
of  the  past  year  a  different  disposition 
has  been  manifested  by  Canada  to  what 
was  formerly  the  case,  indiffwenee  gare 
place  to  a  atrong  spirit  of  loyalty,  and 
there  ia  a  ^eeai  wish  to  form  an  eztonaire 
Confederation,  a  readineaa  to  furnish  the 
means  of  fortifying  Canada  and  of  estab- 
lishing  some  90,000  or  100,000  militia. 
When  that  disposition  appeared  the  Go- 
rerament  thought  it  was  their  duty  to  bring 
forward  the  question,  having  a  strong  case 
to  place  before  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
reasons,  which,  I  trust,  will  induce  the 
House  to  rote  freely  the  grant  proposed. 
Complaint  has  also  been  made  that  only 
£50,000  is  asked  for  now.  But,  my  Lords, 
it  is  for  the  official  persons  in  chai^  of 
the  Vote  in  the  other  House  to  explain 
why  this  amount  has  been  fixed  on,  and 
all  those  details  upon  whieh  the  propoaal 
ia  baaed.  These  details  oannot  now  be 
^aid  before  this  Hotiae,  and  the  diaenanon 
of  the  qneation  here  meat  be  abortive  as 
no  Vote  can  be  oome  to  on  it  at  present. 
1  repeat  that  it  is  to  be  lamented  Uiat  the 
diseassion  has  been  raised.  There  is,  how- 
ever, one  point  on  whieh  I  am  quite  ready, 
as  the  lubject  has  been  referred  to,  to 
express  my  opinion.  I  am  entirely  of 
opinion  with  the  noble  Earl  opposite  (the 
Earl  of  Eltenborough)  that  if  Canada  is 
ready  to  stand  by  this  country,  this  country 
is  bound  in  honour  to  stand  by  Canada ; 
and  if  they  are  disposed  to  grant  their 
resources  to  defend  their  soil  in  connection 
with  Great  Britain,  we  ought  to  be  ready 
to  expend  our  reaonreea  in  order  to  defend 
them.  That  is  a  point  not  only  of  interest, 
but  of  honour.  The  noble  Earl  opposite 
haa  said  that  we  are  perfectly  deceived  iu 
eoosidering  this  as  a  war  for  the  deatme* 
tion  of  alarery.  For  my  part,  I  have 
always  thought,  and  I  stated  the  opinion 
at  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war, 
that  on  the  part  of  the  North  it  was  a 
oonleat  for  empire ;  just  as  I  believe  our 


1783,  was  ft  eontMt  for  eapiM  wsd  for  no- 
thing else.  I  believe,  as  we  acted  then,  the 
Uniled  State*  have  aeted  now ;  and  bail 
OBT  poaitioD  been  aimitar  to  theirs,  we 
ahoold  have  acted  much  as  the  Northern 
Slates  have  done.  I  do  not  wish  to  saj 
aoything  farlbor  with  regard  to  questions 
which  uia  Dobte  Lord  opposite  seems  to 
raise  in  no  very  impartial  spirit,  with  re- 
gard to  the  attacks  that  are  made  from 
time  to  time  in  the  American  Legislature 
on  this  eountrj:  Bat  thie  I  will  say — that 
whatenr  maj  be  the  intemperance  shown 
by  certain  orators  in  the  Senate  and  Con- 
gress of  ABerioa,  whatever  maj  be  the 
violence— the  nnjnst  and  extreme  violence 
—shown  by  the  press  of  America,  I  cannot 
think  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
have  been  wanting  in  moderation  in  their 
eommonicationa  with  ns.  And  when  the 
American  Minister  says  to  me,  as  he  does, 
'*  Suppose  yon  were  at  war  with  any  Eu- 
ropean Power,  and  vessels  were  to  oome 
constantly  out  of  Kew  York  to  attack  your 
commerce  and  destroy  your  merchant  ships 
on  the  high  seas,  do  you  believe  that  the 
English  people  would  have  borne  it  as 
quietly  as  onr  Government  has  don6  ?"  I 
own  I  think  it  Bomewhat  diffioull  to  answer 
that  qoeation.  I  think»  while  in  point  of 
law  and  reason  they  have  nothing  to  say 
against  us,  yet  in  point  of  feeling  and  in 
point  of  impression  it  is  very  irritating 
and  provoking  to  them  to  consider  that  a 
friendly  Power,  a  neutral,  has  bad  ships 
fitted  out  and  crews  provided  in  tbeip  ports 
by  which  American  commerce  has  suffered, 
I  think,  as*Am6rioa  and  England  are  apt 
te  take  their  own  view  of  what  is  right 
and  wrong  in  this  matter,  it  is  but  fair 
that  we  should  now  and  then  consider 
what  would  be  onr  own  conduct  under 
similar  eircnmstanoes,  and  that  we  should 
make  some  allowance  for  a  people  engaged 
in  this  roost  dreadful  war,  and  I  think  it 
much  better  to  avoid  questions  which,  con- 
sidering the  nature  of  their  eonntry  and 
the  nature  of  this  country,  we  eonld  scarcely 
eipect  they  woold  have  altogether  avoided. 
And  now,  with  regard  to  slavery,  while  I 
quite  admit  the  North  has  been  fighting 
for  empire  and  not  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  yet  I  think,  though  you  will  give 
them  no  credit  or  praise  for  it,  it  is  a  thing 
to  be  thankful  for  that  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  by  a  majority  of  two- 
tbirdfl,  have  agreed  that  from  henceforth 
it  shall  be  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  that  no  slavery,  no  com- 
pulsory serritndo^  riuU  be  admitted  uder 


it.  I  do  not  ask  year  Lordships  to  give- 
them  any  praise  or  credit  for  that ;  but  I 
do  reyeiee,  for  the  sake  of  a  cause  id  which 
this  eouotry^  at  least  in  former  days,  took 
a  deep  interest — for  the  sake  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery,  whioh  I  believe  ooneems 
the  best  interests  of  mankind— I  do  rejoice 
that  that  law  passed  the  Congress  ch  the 
United  States;  and  that  whether  they 
become  again  a  united  peo^e,  or  whether 
they  form  a  separate  North  Amerioan 
fedwatioD,  there  will  be  a  great  State  a 
great  Republic,  on  vhidi  the  slain  of  sla- 
rety  will  not  exist. 

The  Eakl  of  DBBBT  ;  I  bare  ne  right 
again  to  address  yonr  Lordships,  and  cer- 
tainly I  am  not  aboat  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  abolition  of  slavery  is  a 
result  which  may  follow  from  this  civil  war 
— if  so,  I  shall  be  sincerely  glad  to  see  it ; 
but  I  wish  to  oal)  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  an  important  point  con- 
neoted  with  the  question  put  by  the  noble 
Lord  opposite.  I  wish  to  know  whether 
the  Government  have  taken,  are  taking,  or 
intend  to  take  any  steps  in  the  face  of  the 
pressing  and  threatening  danger  of  an 
absolute  naval  superiority  of  America  on 
the  Lakes  ? 

The  Ddzb  of  SOMERSET  said,  that 
perhaps  the  noble  Earl  was  aware  that 
notice  bad  reached  this  Government  that 
those  arrangements  which  had  hitherto 
operated  so  happily  in  favour  of  peaceful 
relations  between  the  two  countries  were 
about  to  be  put  an  end  to.  That  informa- 
tion arrived  at  the  end  of  November  last, 
and  was  to  the  effect  that  in  six  months 
from  that  time  our  relations  would  be  so 
far  changed,  that  the  American  Govern- 
ment would  be  enabled  to  put  armed 
vessels  upon  the  Lakes.  Now,  owing  to 
the  freezing  of  the  canals  and  of  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  it  would  have  been  quite 
impossiblo  for  Her  Majesty's  Government 
at  that  time  to  have  taken  any  active 
steps.  Bnt  he  (the  Dnke  of  Somerset) 
had  been  in  eommnnioation  for  two  or 
three  years  past  with  naval  officers  of  ex- 
perience upon  this  subjeet,  whose  opinions 
were  being  constantly  brought  before  the 
Cabinet,  and  he  should  be  prepared,  when 
the  proper  time  came,  to  state  the  course 
which  Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  would 
take  upon  the  matter. 

Tbe  Earl  of  LONGFORD  said,  there 
was  a  matter  of  importance  connected 
with  this  subject  which  had  not  been  men- 
tioned by  any  speaker.  He  meant  the 
opening  np  of  the  gHf^jpsK^"^^ 


489  JD^^af  fOOUHOKBl  Canada.  440 


the  Atlantio  to  the  Fa^e  upon  BritUh 
territory.  He  was  aware  that  this  was  a 
great  project,  reqairing  the  expenditure  of 
some  £60.000  or  £70,000  a  jrear.  but  it 
was  not  a  new  one,  haTiog  been  under  the 
eoniideration  of  more  than  one  Gorern- 
meat.  It  was  not,  perhaps,  necessary  for 
him  on  that  occasion  to  enlarge  upon  the 
advantages,  ciTil  or  military,  which  would 
attend  the  carrying  out  of  this  great 
nndertaking.  He  would  observe,  that 
whilst  of  British  emigrants,  during  last 
year  170.000  had  emigrated  to  the  SUtes 
and  only  19,000  to  BriUsh  prorinees,  it 
must  be  remembered,  that  for  the  defance 
of  Canada  there  were  required  strong 
hands  and  many,  and  it  was  highly  desir- 
able  that  we  should  encourage  the  stream 
of  emigration  to  onr  own  coionieB,  instead 
of  to  a  foreign  eonntry,  and  bear  in  mmd 
diat  we  had  possessions  on  the  PaeiGe  as 
wdl  as  on  the  Atlantic. 

The  Eabl  of  HARROWBT  said,  it 
appeared  from  the  Report  of  Colonel 
Jervois  that  £1,340,000  would  be  re- 
quired for  the  defences  which  he  recom- 
mended. Now,  witb  a  surplus  revenue  of 
between  £2.000,000  and  £3,000,000 
£50,000  was  a  very  small  «im  to  propose 
to  vote  during  the  present  year  ror  the 
defence  of  Canada. 

Lord  WHARNCLIFFE  desired  to  know 
whether  this  small  sum  of  £50,000  was  to 
be  eoncentrated  on  the  defences  of  Quebec, 
or  was  to  bo  dribbled  away  by  being  scat- 
tered OTer  the  defmces  of  the  entire 
ooontry.  It  seemed  to  him  absurd  to 
eonstruet  expensive  fortifications  at  Quebec 
unless  they  erected  soffioient  earthworks 
at  a  proper  distance  from  the  St.  Lawrence. 
He  wished  to  know  what  Government 
intended  to  do  with  respect  to  earthworks, 
which  were  admitted  to  be  more  eflBeient 
than  fortifications. 

Earl  D£  GRET  km  RIPON  said,  that 
as  to  the  observation  of  the  noble  Lord 
who  had  just  sat  down,  what  he  had 
suggested  was  exactly  what  the  Govern- 
ment were  going  to  do.  They  did  not  pro- 
pose to  expend  their  money  for  the  defence 
in  Canada  in  driblets  here,  there,  and 
everywhere,  hut  rather  to  concentrate  it 
npon  one  spot,  and  that  a  most  important 
position — namely,  Quebeo.  He  would  not. 
however,  enter  into  the  nature  of  the  works 
that  wonld  be  executed  there.  With  re- 
speet  to  the  amount  to  be  taken  for  them, 
it  would  be  quite  impossible,  with  the  best 
intentions  in  the  world,  to  spend  £200,000 
in  the  course  of  the  present  year.  The 
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working  season  in  Canada,  from  the  .eha- 
raeter  of  the  eUmato,  was  necessarily  short; 
and,  moreover,  at  the  commencement  of 
such  undertakings  they  eonid  not  spend 
the  same  amount  upon  them  as  they  would 
be  able  to  do  when  they  had  made  some 
progress.  Nothing  could  be  done  until 
Parliament  had  voted  the  money.  Then 
they  would  have  to  buy  the  land  and  begin 
the  works.  The  £50,000  included  in  the 
Estimates  was  the  sum  which  the  officers 
of  the  Fortification  Department  thought 
could  be  advantageously  laid  out  during 
the  ensuing  season;  but  it  would,  of  course, 
be  possible,  as  always  happened  in  these 
cases,  to  expend  larger  sums  in  subsequent 
years.  It  was  the  oinect  of  the  Govern- 
ment^'to  proceed  with  these  works  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  eonsistoitly  with  the 
due  solidity  and  permanence  of  the  fortifi- 
caticms  to  be  constructed,  and  they  would 
each  year  ask  Parliament  to  vote  soch 
sums  for  their  execution  as,  guided  by  the 
professional  advice  they  reedved,  they 
should  deem  expedient. 

Lord  LTYEDEN  said, he  did  notagree 
with  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  noble 
Eari  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Afi'airs 
upon  the  policy  of  originating  the  discus- 
sion which  had  arisen  from  his  question. 
It  was  of  importance  to  have  elicited  the 
views  of  the  noble  Lords  who  had  taken 
part  in  it,  and  if  the  noble  Earl  had  been 
in  his  (I^rd  Lyveden's)  position  it  would 
have  been  exactly  the  kind  of  discussion 
which  4ie  wonld  have  been  glad  to  provoke. 

House  ftdjoomed  at  a  qnarter  before 
Seven  o'clock,  tiU  To-morrow, 
bslf  past  Ten  o'olook. 


HOUBB  OF  COUUOirS, 

Monday,  February  20,  1865. 

MINUTES.]— Smjiot  Couarrxi— On  Public 

Accounts,  nominaUd, 
Ptmuo  Bills  —  Ordered  —  Gspital  Fnnishmenta 

within  Gaols ;  Court  of  Chancerjr  (Ireland) 

(No.  S)  *  ;  Union  Char^bilitr. 
JVr«fii«aiftn^CRpitidPaniabntenti  within  Gaols 

[30];  Union  Chargeabilitj  [31]. 
Second  Reading— BkhV.  of  Ireland  [H];  Civil 

Bill  Courts  Prooedure  (Ireland)  Act  (1804) 

AmeDdment*  [39];  Eteotion  Petitions  Act 

(1848)  Amendment*  [18];    Pilotage  Order 

Confirmation  *  [38]. 
SeUct  Committee  —  Mortgage  Debentutes,  Ao. 

Bills ;  Mr.  Hunt  added. 
Committee  —  Game  Licences  (Ireland)  •  [18]  ; 

1 Dublin  International  Exhibition  (186*)  •  [17]. 
Report— Qvaa  Licences  (Ireland)*  i  OabUn  In- 
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PRIVATE  BILLS— OHAIRHAN'S  CASTING 
VOTE.— NEW  STANDING  ORDER. 

Colonel  WILSON  FATTEN,  in  rising 
to  more  the  following  new  Standing  Order, 

"  All  qiiMU<nii  befinv  ConunlttoM  on  Frirate 
Bills  sb*U  be  d«oidod  by  %  m^orlt;  of  Totoea,  and 
irhmever  ttw  Toleea  are  mdu  tbe  question  eball 
be  reaolTed  in  tiw  n«gatiTe, ' 

Budf  that  he  took  this  courie  in  accordance 
with  a  promise  which  he  gave  the  other 
evening,  when  it  was  reBoUed  that  Private 
Bill  Committees  shoold  in  future  oonsist  of 
four  Members.  The  practice  which  he 
proposed  to  introduce  alreadj  prevailed  in 
the  courts  of  law  and  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
He  understood  that  several  Members  of 
great  experience  objected  to  the  proposal 
which  he  was  now  making.  He  brought  it 
forward  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  be  pro- 
posed the  alterations  of  Standing  Orders, 
which  the  House  adopted  at  tbe  end  of  last 
Session— namely,  with  a  view  toaftve  the 
time  of  Uembers  of  that  House,  and  beoanse 
it  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  wish  of  the 
House  that  the  proposal  should  be  made  ; 
but  he  had  himself  no  great  feeling  either 
one  way  or  the  other.  It  the  House  adopted 
this  proposition,  it  would  only  be  by  way 
of  ezpenment,  and  it  had  this  advantage, 
that  tliey  could  at  any  moment  revert  to 
the  old  practice  without  detriment  to  any 
party  who  appeared  before  Committees  of 
that  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  all  qaeatioQB  before  Committees  on  Pri- 
vate Bills  abaU  be  decided  bj  a  majoritjrof  voices, 
and  whflueTer  the  voices  are  equaJ,  the  question 
shall  be  resolved  in  the  negative." 

Mb.  B.  HODGSON  said,  he  hoped  tliat 
the  Honse  woald  not  agree  to  this  proposal  of 
the  boD.  and  gallant  Qentleman.  He  could 
not  help  thinking  that  they  were  altering 
the  Standing  Oiders  witboat  due  delibera- 
tion,  and  with  more  chance  of  doing  harm 
than  good.  Althongh  the  principle  now ; 
reeommended  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman prevailed  in  the  courts  of  law  and 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  he  had  never 
known  a  case  in  which  the  members  of  a 
Committee  of  that  House  being  equally 
divided  the  decision  had  passed  in  the  ne- 
gative. Indeed  be  had  been  informed  by 
noble  Lords  who  had  acted  as  Chairmen  of 
Committees  that  the  almost  universal  prac- 
tice in  ease  of  equality  of  voices  was  not 
to  take  a  decision,  but  to  adjourn.  He 
should  prefer  to  revert  to  the  old  number  of 
fire  membera ;  hot  if  the  number  iru  to  be 


four,  it  would  he  better  to  abide  by  the 
Standing  Order  of  last  Session  than  to  hold 
out  to  parties  and  counsel  the  temptation 
to  be  continually  fighting  to  get  the  Com- 
mittee into  such  a  fix  that  the  voices  might 
be  equally  divided.  He  should  oppose  tbe 
Motion,  and  if  he  received  sufficient  pro- 
mise of  support  would  divide  the  House 
against  it. 

Mb.  ROBERTSON  said,  that  he  should 
prefer  to  increase  rather  than  to  diminish 
the  responsibility  which  was  cast  upon 
Chairmen  of  Committees,  because  he  was 
convinced  that  it  was  by  the  former  course 
only,  and  not  by  the  latter,  that  the  pri- 
vate legislation  of  that  House  could  be  im- 
proved. He  strongly  recommended  the 
House  to  make  the  experiment  which  was 
decided  upon  last  year.  The  Chairmen  of 
Committees  who  were  chosen  for  their  fit- 
ness, had  most  onerous  and  responsible 
duties  to  perform,  and  the  House  ought  to 
strengthen  rather  than  to  weaken  their 
hands, 

Mb.  ARTHUR  MILLS  said,  that  when 
reference  was  made  to  tbe  practice  of  the 
House  of  Lords  they  ought  not  to  over- 
look the  cireumstanee  that  in  dealing  with 
the  Private  basinesa  of  that  House  great 
authority  was  left  to  be  ezereised  by  Lord 
Redesdide,  the  Chairman  of  Committees. 
In  one  instance  in  which  he  had  sat  as  the 
Chairman  of  tbe  Committee  npon  a  Bill, 
the  agent  for  the  promoters  afterwards 
pointed  out  to  him  alterations  in  about  150 
clauses,  which  he  said  were  suggested  by 
the  Lords,  and  upon  bis  inquiring  whether 
he  meant  tbe  Lords*  Committee  or  Lord 
Redesdale,  he  replied  that  in  every  instance 
be  meaot  Lord  Redesdale.  When  they 
were  asked  to  alter  their  practice  that  it 
might  conform  to  that  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  it  was  important  that  they  should 
bear  in  mind  that  thnr  Committees  had  a 
practical  anthoritj  to  eieroiae  and  work  to 
do.  Having  acted  as  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees^ be  could  imagine  the  possibility  of 
a  Committee  being  placed  in  oircumstanoei 
of  great  embarrassment  by  the  Churman 
being  deprived  of  the  authority  which  might 
lawfully  belong  to  him,  and  by  two  mem- 
bers being  enabled  to  neatruixe  his  in- 
fluence. 

Mb.  BRIGHT  said,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  there  were  two  ohjectioos  to  the  pro- 
posal of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
which  were  worth  considering.  First,  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  neutralising  the 
influence  of  the  Chairman.  They  had  been 
accustomed  to  beliOTfi^ft?ibf@»|h^'5 
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were  Tight  in  belieriDg,  thai  the  Chairman 
of  one  of  these  Committeea  on  Frirate 
Bills  generally  kneir  more  abont  the  matter 
opon  which  thej  were  called  open  to  decide 
thfui  any  of  his  eoHeagaes,  and  he  bob- 
pected  ihat  that  would  eoDtione  to  he  bo 
ereo  if  thej  were  to  rednee  Ae  nnmbCT  of 
members  to  three,  instead  or  fonr.  If  hia 
authoritj  was  neutralized  he  was  afraid  the 
Chairman  woald  feel  less  seoBe  ^  respoo- 
aibilitj  than  ho  had  hitherto  done ;  wd  there- 
fore, as  Chairman,  he  would  be  less  to  be 
relied  upon,  and  lees  usefnl  under  the  pro- 
posed change.  But  there  was  another  ob- 
jection which  seemed  absolutely  fatal  to 
the  proposition.  It  was  to  be  presumed 
that  parties  appearing  before  a  Committee 
to  promote  a  Bill  for  an;  great  pnbKo 
work,  were  engaged  in  doing  what  was 
likelj  to  be  beneficial  to  the  public,  and 
their  proposals  onght  not  to  be  sospeeted, 
or  to  he  rqected  opon  inconsiderable 
groundB.  According  to  this  proposal, 
Dowerer,  any  great  measmre  which  -miglit 
have  taken  many  months  to  prepare,  which 
might  have  inToWed  avast  expenditure  and 
engaged  the  labonrB  of  the  most  able  men 
in  many  departments  of  science,  would,  if 
two  members  of  the  Committee  voted 
against  it,  be  rejected,  although  an  equftl 
number  voted  for  it.  Id  his  opinion  the 
presumption  of  a  Committee  in  the  case  of 
equal  division  ought  to  be  in  favour  of  the 
measure  which  was  before  the  Committee, 
as  one  which  was  calculated  to  he  of  public 
advantage  ;  and  the  acceptance  of  a  con- 
trary presumption  would  be  a  manifest  in- 
justice to  the  great  engineeriag  interest, 
and  to  those  who  were  engaged  in  direct- 
ing the  enterprise  of  the  county,  as  it 
wonld  infer  that  a  measure  which  they 
sought  to  have  decided  in  their  favour,  was 
one  whiefa  a  Committee  ought  to  reject. 
In  his  opinion,  the  number  four  waa  a 
clumsy  one  to  deal  with  matters  of  this 
kind,  and  no  reasonable  argument  had 
been  given  for  having  four  members  in- 
stead of  fire,  except  that  the  House  had 
undertaken  more  business  than  it  could 
properly  carry  through.  As  the  number  was 
to  be  four  he  should  certainly  vote  against 
this  proposition  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman,  which  might  lead  to  the  rejec- 
tion of  some  great  and  useful  enterprise, 
because  two  members  out  of  the  four,  for 
some  cause  or  other,  did  not  think  fit  to 
TOte  in  its  fisvour. 

Mb.  HILNER  GIBSON  said,  that  for 
his  own  part  he  was  sorry  that  the  number 
of  the  Oommitteei  on  PriTate  Bilh  had 
Ur.Brighi 


ever  been  changed  from  five.  He  was  a^ 
strongly  in  favour  of  a  Cenunittee  of  five. 
What  was  the  position  of  the  Chairman  in 
a  Committee  of  that  iramber  ?  beoause 
the  influence  to  be  poasesied  by  the  Chalr- 
msB  was  now  Ae  qoetUon  at  iasne.  The 
Chairman  was  in  tin  pontioR  that  in  ovder 
that  his  opinion  Aonld  prevail  he  shonld 
get  two  out  of  four  Hembers  to  agree  with 
him  ;  while  in  the  case  of  a  Conuiittee  of 
four  he  must  get  two  out  of  three  to  agree 
with  him,  so  that  if  be  were  in  the  latter 
instance  to  have  only  a  ungle  vote,  ae  in 
a  Committee  composed  of  five,  the  chance 
of  hk  moral  influence  prevailing  would  be 
diminished,  inasmuch  as  lie  woiild  find  it 
more  difficult  to  get  two  men  to  agree  with 
him  out  of  three  than  out  of  four.  Mow, 
it  was  not,  so  far  as  be  oouU  see,  the  wish 
of  the  House  to  lessen  the  influence  of  the 
Chairman,  who,  as  a  general  rule,  might 
be  presamed  to  have  more  eiperieaoe  than 
the  other  Membera  of  the  Committee.  The 
question  was  how  this  inflaenee  was  to  be 
made  up  to  him.  He  saw  no  ether  way  in 
which  uiat  in&ience  oould  be  upheld  in  a 
Committee  of  four  than  by  giving  him  a 
second  vote  in  the  event  of  there  being  an 
equality  of  voices.  Therefore,  m»oh  as  he 
was  disposed  on  all  oeoasions  to  agree  with 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  he  thought 
00  the  whole  the  argument  prevvled  for 
giving  the  Chairman  a  casting  vote.  If 
in  those  cases  in  which  there  happened  to 
be  that  equality  it  was  to  he  conudered 
that  no  decision  at  all  had  been  arrived  at, 
an  obstructive  efieet  would,  he  thought,  be 
produced  ;  nor  could  be  admit  diat  when 
a  Committee  of  four  had  been  agreed  to  by 
the  House  there  had  been  any  generu 
understanding  that  the  Gfaairman  was  to 
have  only  a  single  vote. 

Mb.  CHARLBS  FORSTER  thooght 
the  hon.  Member  for  Taunton  (Mr.  Arthur 
Mills)  was  scarcely  correct  when  he  said 
that  the  Motion  had  been  brought  forward 
with  the  view  to  assimilate  the  practice  of 
the  House  of  Commons  to  that  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  it  waB  brought  forward  rather 
to  carry  into  effect  a  promise  which  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  North  Lan- 
cashire had  made  on  a  previous  ocoasion 
when  the  Motion  for  the  substitution  of 
the  number  three  for  four  was  rojecled— a 
Motion  which  be  regretted  to  say  he  did 
not  succeed  in  getting  the  House  to  adopt. 

Mb.  GATHORNE  HARDY  aaked  why 
the  Chunnan  should  not  have  a  essthig 
vote  in  the  present  instanee^  well  as  in 
the  ease  of  othefO^pneeedttgiPielgiQlw 


HouM  t  With  A  Oommittee  of  five,  if  one 
Member  tras  prevented  from  attending  the 
inqoirj  was  conducted  by  four  Hembera 
and  the  Chairman  had  a  casting  vote ;  and 
lie  did  not  see  any  reason  for  adopting  any 
oUier  ^netioe  when  four  was  the  originu 
nmnber.  If  tiiat  privilege  were  not  ac- 
corded to  him»  an  ingenious  Ohurman 
might  wear*  a  aeeision  in  accordance  with 
his  views  by  the  mode  in  which  he  might 
pnt  the  Question.  Suppose  he  were  anxious 
that  a  clause  should  stand,  and  that  he 
put  the  Question  thus,  "  That  this  clause 
be  struck  out,"  the  decision,  being  in  the 
negative  in  the  erent  of  there  being  an 
equality  of  votes,  would  be  in  his  favour. 
He  considered  three  a  better  tribunal  than 
four,  but  as  that  number  was  fixed  at  four 
he  saw  no  reason  for  departing  from  their 
usual  practice  of  {^ving  a  eaaUng  vote  to 
the  Chairman. 

Mb.  SCLATER-BOOTH  thought  it  ex- 
tremely probable  the  House  would  find  it 
expedient  to  retam  to  five,  which  was  much 
better  than  the  number  four,  or  adopt  the 
proporitiott  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Wal- 
sall (Mr.  Charles  Forster)  and  fix  the  nam- 
hcr  at  three. 

Hr.  PEACOCEE  said,  all  this  discus- 
sion would  have  been  avoided  if  the  House 
had  agreed  to  a  Committee  of  three,  and 
ho  beliered  the  Honse  had  been  induced  to 
rtnect  the  HotioD  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Walsall  on  fhe  understanding  that  the  pro- 
position of  his  hon.  and  gallant  Frieod  the 
Member  for  North  Lancashire  was  to  be 
agreed  to.  It  now  appeared,  however,  that 
whatever  tnfiuence  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  might  have  with  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  the  inflaenoe  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Birmingham  was  still 
greater,  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
seemed  to  have  departed  from  the  views 
which  he  held  on  a  former  occasion,  when 
lie  professed  to  regard  the  respective  merits 
of  three  and  four  as  a  sort  of  Schleswig- 
Holstein  question,  and  to  be  rather  in 
favour  of  such  a  proposal  as  that  under 
discussion. 

Sib  FRANCIS  GOLDSMID  was  of 
opinion  that  if  the  Motion  before  the  House 
were  adopted  the  House  would  not  be  lay- 
ing down  a  rule  for  the  guidance  of  Com- 
mittees, but  rather  raising  a  number  of 
points  tending  to  embarrass  them.  The 
result,  indeed,  would  be  that,  unless  a 
regular  code  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  proceedings  shoald  be  conducted  and 
the  Qaestiott  pnt  were  drown  np,  the  Ghair- 
nan  would  gat  back  in  an  indirect  way 


that  influence  of  which  it  was  now  sought 
to  deprive  him.  Daring  the  last  week,  he 
might  add,  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means,  under  a  power  given  him  hy  a 
Standing  Order  «  last  year,  had  isnied 
certain  regulations,  in  accordance  with 
which  he  irouM  have  a  oastbg  vote  in  the 
event  of  there  being  an  e^niHity  of  voioea 
among  the  Referees  on  Fnvate  Bitts.  If, 
therefore,  the  present  proposal  were  agreed 
to  the  House  would  be  making  inconsistent 
and  conflicting  rules  with  regard  to  the 
transaction  of  Private  business. 

CoLoSEL  WILSON  PATTEN  said,  it 
was  only  a  Chairman  utterly  unacquainted 
with  the  rules  and  nede  of  putting  Ques- 
tions in  the  House  who  would  aet  in  the 
manner  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member, 
seeing  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Chair- 
man to  he  guided  by  the  rules  of  the  House 
in  that  matter.  The  only  reason  for 
changing  the  system  of  the  House  in  these 
matters  was,  Uiat  in  practice  it  had  been 
found  by  the  Committee  of  Selection  so 
extremely  difficult  to  obtain  five  Members 
to  serve  upon  each  Committee  that  it  be- 
came necessary  to  consider  whether  it  was 
absolutely  requisite  to  adhere  to  that  nnm- 
ber.  A  great  deal  was  to  be  said  in  favour 
of  both  views,  but  the  House  last  Session 
adopted  the  Resolution  for  the  reduction  of 
the  number  by  a  considerable  majority. 
From  tho  expressions  of  opinion  now  put 
forward,  however,  it  seemed  that  there 
were  many  who  were  strongly  in  favour  of 
going  back  to  the  number  five  ;  and  if 
that  view  should  prevail,  if  hon.  Members 
thought  that  the  Private  Bills  could  not 
be  properly  entertained  by  a  less  number, 
by  alt  means  let  that  course  be  adopted. 
He  must  say.  however,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  that  their  duties 
in  framing  the  Committees  wonld  he  very 
considerably  inereased.  If  he  were  quite 
certain  that  Committees  composed  of  tliree 
Members  wonld  be  fully  attended  in  every 
case,  he  should  be  willing  to  voto  for  three 
as  a  proper  number.  But  knowing  the 
enormous  amount  of  capital  with  which  the 
Committees  were  called  on  to  deal,  be  was 
quite  certain  that  the  large  companies, 
having  enormous  interests  at  stake,  would 
not  be  satisfied  if  by  any  accident  the 
number  were  reduced  to  two.  With  two 
Members,  the  Hoose  must  bear  in  mind 
that  all  the  objectionB  urged  against  the 
casting  vote  of  the  Chairman  applied  with 
still  greater  effect.  He  entirely  diaolaimed 
any  personal  feeling  on  this  question.  His 
only  object  was  to  get  thfidB^mMgf^ 


44Y 


{OOMHOlfrB) 


44B 


aa  BatUf&ctorily  disposed  of  as  possible, 
with  the  least  practicable  expense  to  the 
parties,  and  the  least  pracUeable  iaoon- 
venienoe  to  boa.  Members. 

ICa.  BONHAM-GARTBR  stud,  the 
mass  of  PnTate  business  had  certainly 
worn  a  sufficiently  alarming  appearance  to 
jnitifj  the  hon.  and  gallant  Oentieman  in 
entertunio^  the  Biibjeet  originally,  bat  be 
was  not  without  hope  that  Uie  diflSculty 
would  prore  less  orerwhelming  than  he 
antieipated.  Hanng  to  choose  between 
two  inconveniences  arising  under  the  new 
system,  he  should  giro  bis  Toice  in  favonr 
of  the  Chairman's  easting  vote. 

Question  put,  and  negalmBd. 

Standing  Order  No.  87  read,  and 
amended,  by  leaving  out  the  words  "  Chair- 
man of  Ways  and  Means,"  and  insertine 
the  words  "  Referees  on  Private  Bills,  ' 
instead  thereof. 

Standing  Order  No.  125  read,  and 
amended,  by  leaving  out  the  words  "Chair- 
man of  Ways  and  Means,"  and  inserting 
the  words  "  Referees  on  Private  Bills," 
instead  thereof ;  and  by  leaving  out  the 
word  "  he,"  and  inserting  the  worn  ''they," 
ioBtead  thereof. 

Standing  Order  No.  128  read,  and 
amended,  by  leaving  out  the  words  "  Chair- 
man of  Ways  and  Means,"  and  inserting 
the  words  "Referees  on  Private  Bills," 
instead  thereof ;  and  by  leaving  out  the 
word  "  he,"  and  inserting  the  word  "  tfaev>" 
instead  thereof.— (CbloneJ  Wilvm  Patten.) 

THE  MARRUGE  LAW.— QUESTION. 

Sir  COLMAN  OXOGHLBN  said,  he 
would  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  If  it  be  the 
intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
introduce  this  Session  any  Measure  to 
regulate  the  Law  of  Marriage  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  or  to  institate  any  inquiry 
by  means  ^  a  Committee  of  that  House, 
or  a  Royal  Oonmission,  with  a  new  to 
future  Legislation  f 

Sir  GGOROE  GRET:  Sir,  Her  Ma- 
jesty has  been  advised  to  issne  a  Royal 
Commission  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
into  the  state  of  the  Marriage  Law. 

LEQACT  AND  SUCCESSION  DUTIES. 
QUBSTIOH. 

Mr.  LOCKE  KING  said,  he  would  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Whether  he  has  directed  the  Boara  of 

C^ontl  miwn  Fatim 


Inland  Revenue  to  take  the  evidence  of 
professional  men,  and  of  the  public  gene- 
rally, upon  any  improvements  in  the  present 
mode  of  eoUeotiog  and  assesaing  the  Le- 
gacy and  Succession  Duties ;  also,  whe- 
ther, through  the  same  sources,  he  haa 
aseertuned  if  any,  uid  what  grieTanoei 
exist? 

The  chancellor  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QUBR  said,  in  reply,  that  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  had  no  authority,  nor  could 
he  give  them  any,  to  apply  generally  for 
the  evidence  of  professional  men,  in  regard 
to  collecting  and  assessing  the  Legacy  and 
Succession  Duties.  It  would,  however,  be 
very  agreeable  to  the  Government  or  the 
Board  to  receive  the  assistance  of  any  pro- 
fessional men  who  were  likely  to  conduct 
these  inquiries.  With  respect  to  the  latter 

Eart  of  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
e  had,  no  doubt,  the  means  of  knowing 
what  were  the  grievances  complained  ot. 
The  Government  and  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  were  oognisaut  of  the  additional 
charge,  for  instance,  over  and  above 
the  duties  themselves.  They  were,  of 
course,  in  contact  with  a  body  of  profes- 
sion^ men,  whose  duty  it  was  to  conduct 
that  part  of  the  business  on  the  part  of 
their  clients,  and  it  was  probably  known  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  considerable  dis- 
cussion took  place  last  autumn  in  the  public 
journals,  which  had  the  effect  of  drawing 
general  attention  to  the  subject.  There 
was  a  certain  number  of  particular  cases 
which  were  brought  before  him  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer)  in  connection  with 
the  correspondence  inserted  in  the  public 
journals,  and  the  communications  which  he 
had  had  with  the  parties  on  the  subject  of 
their  complaints,  pretty  well  opened  to  the 
Government  the  difficulties  that  occurred 
in  the  administration  of  the  law.  That 
correspondcDoe  had  not  all  been  brought  to 
a  oonolttsion ;  but,  as  it  was  of  a  pnblie 
character,  there  would  be  no  objection,  when 
it  was  finished,  to  lay  it  upon  the  table. 
He  beliered  that  the  result  of  the  inquiry 
would  be  to  lAow  that  the  principal  part 
of  the  difficulty  was  inherent  in  the  nature 
of  the  law  and  of  such  taxes.  These 
taxes  were  more  obviously  justifiable  in 
principle  than,  perhaps,  any  others,  but  in 
their  admin  istratiou  they  were  necessarily 
attended  with  considerable  difficulty.  How- 
ever, he  entertained  the  hope  that  in  revis- 
ing a  complicated  system  of  procedure  in 
an  office  of  that  kind,  after  a  long  period 
had  elapsed  unce  sueh  a  rni^w  had  taken 
plaee.  it  might  bcb|^  tei^l^Ogliero- 
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duce  many  praotioal  improTdmenta  which 
woald  afford  some  satiBfootion  and  relief. 

HR.  GLARE'S  PATENTS^UESTION. 

.  Hr.  MAGUIRE  said,  he  wished  to  ask 

the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  To  lay  DpoD 
the  table  the  Report  of  William  Carpmael, 
the  Patent  .Ageiit,  on  Mr.  John  Clare, 
junior's,  patents,  whieh  Mr.  Clare  alleges 
to  hare  been  made  use  of  by  the  Admi- 
ralty in  the  Warrior,  and  subsequeot  iron 
ships  for  the  Royal  Navy  ? 

LoBD  CLARBKCB  PAGET  replied, 
that  the  Report  of  the  Patent  Agent  had 
been  laid  before  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
but  it  was  in  the  nature  of  a  confidential 
Report,  and  he  thought  it  vas  not  adris- 
ab^  to  lay  it  on  the  table  of  the  House. 

ARMSTRONG  TWELVE-POUNDERS— 
GUNS.— QUESTION. 

Mb.  H.  BAILLIE  said,  he  rose  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
Whether  any  batteries  of  the  present  ser- 
riee  pattern  of  twelve- pounder  Armstrong 
field-guns,  as  reconstructed  and  shortened 
since  Hay,  1863,  have  bgen  subjected  to 
the  hundred  shotted  ronods  of  ooDtiDttoue 
rapid  fire,  suoh  as  disabled  six  out  of 
twelve  guns  of  the  previouB  pattern  at 
Sliomcliffe  in  1862,  and  caused  the  above 
reconstruction  ;  and,  if  any  gun  of  the 
present  pattern,  with  an  inner  tube  of 
steel  or  coiled  iron,  has  stood  one  thou- 
sand shotted  rounds  of  rapid  fire  ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  will  lay  the  Report  of 
these  trials  upon  the  table  of  the  House  ? 

The  Marquess  of  HARTINGTON  said, 
in  reply,  that  tlie  questions  of  the  boo. 
Qcntlemaa  were  calculated  to  some  ex- 
tent to  mislead  the  House;  beeause ^though 
the  twelve-pounders  had  been  shortened 
they  had  not  been  reeonatrncted,  or,  at 
any  rate,  no  operation  had  been  performed 
to  justify  the  use  of  the  term.  The  ohauges 
of  pattern  that  had  been  made  in  these 
guns  UDce  1863  had  been  for  the  most 
part  eitremely  slight,  and  chiefly  related 
to  the  mode  of  sighting  the  guns.  The 
experiment  which  the  hon.  Member  pointed 
out  had  not,  as  far  as  be  (the  Marquess  of 
Harttogton)  was  aware,  been  tried  since 
the  experiments  at  Shomoliffe  in  1862. 
The  experiment  was  unnecessary,  because 
no  failure  of  the  twelve-pounder^had  been 
reported,  and  no  complaints  bad  been 
made,  and  because  the  gun  so  far  had 
the  entire  confidence  of  the  Artillery. 
Aa  to  the  latter  part  of  the  queationi 

VOL.  CLXXTU.  [lazBD  anun.] 


he  was  not  aware  that  the  particular  ex- 
periment indicated  by  the  lion.  Member 
had  been  tried  upon  any  gun  of  the  pre* 
sent  pattern.  A  great  many  experimenta 
relating  to  the  endurance  of  uie  Armstrong 
gun  had  beeu  made.  He  might  iostanes 
that  the  seven-inch  breecfa-loading  gun 
had  been  tried  for  endurance,  one  bun- 
dred  rounds  baTing  been  fired  with  141b. 
of  powder,  and  100  to  1,000  oylinders, 
increasing  from  1501b.  to  1.0001b.,  the 
gun  being,  at  the  conclosion  of  the  firing, 
quite  uninjured. 

Mr.  H.  BAILLIE :  Am  I  to  under- 
stand that  none  of  the  Armstrong  guns 
have  had  steel  tubes  put  into  them  ? 

The  Marquess  of  UARTII^GTON : 
1  believe  that  some  of  the  Armstrong  guns 
have  had  steel  tubes  put  into  them. 

BRITISH  PASSPORTS  TO  ROME. 
atTEBnoir. 

Ub.  H.  BARING  said,  he  wished  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  the  fee  paid  to 
the  English  Consul  at  Rome  for  obtaining 
his  vi»a  to  Foreign  Office  Passports  is 
the  perquisite  of  the  Consul ;  and,  if  not, 
into  what  fund  it  is  paid  ? 

Mr.  LATARD  replied,  that  the  fees 
paid  to  the  Consul  at  Rome  were  paid 
under  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  were  not 
the  perquisite  of  that  gentleman,  bnt 
went  into  the  Treasury,  and  were  ac- 
counted for  in  the  Estimates. 

DISINFEOTINO  FOWDEE  FOR  INDIA. 

question; 

CoLOKBt.  STKES  said,  he  rose  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  Whether 
a  requisition  has  been  received  from  the 
Bombay  Government  for  a  large  supply  of 
Disinfecting  Powder;  whether  the  applica- 
tion has  not  been  complied  with ;  and  on 
what  grounds  ? 

Sir  CHARLES  WOOD  said,  in  reply, 
that  an  application  hod  been  received  from 
the  Bombay  Government,  which  he  referred 
to  the  Sanitary  Commisuons  sitting  under 
the  authority  of  the  War  Office  for  their 
opinion.  He  did  not  feel  himself  justified 
from  their  Report  in  complying  with  the 
request. 

CONVICTIONS  UNDER  REFRESHMENT 
HOUSES  ACT.— QUESTION. 

Sir  CHARLES  DOUGLAS  said,  he 
rose  to  ask  the  SecreUry  of  Stale  for  the 
Home  Deportment.  t^,i,ffl,j5<^^8)l^|ef 
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two  men  hafing  on  the  30th  of  Jaoaar^ 
been  conTieted  at  Hiddleton  Cheney  Petty 
SesBions.  Connty  of  Northampton,  of  being 
**  drunk  and  riotoas  In  a  nublio  thorough- 
fare/* and  who  were  fined  thirty  shillings 
and  costa  nnder  the  Refreshment  Houses 
Act  23  Vict.  e.  27.  a.  40,  and,  being  un- 
able to  pay*  were  senteneed  to  three  montbB* 
imprisonment  under  Jerria'a  Aet  11  &  12 
Fiel.  e.  43,  s.  22,  Her  Majesty's  Oorem- 
ment  are  prepared  to  consider  the  case  of 
those  prisoners,  and  any  others  nnder  similar 
circumstances ;  and  if,  in  the  opinion  of 
Her  Majesty's  Govemment.  the  Act  11  &  12 
Vid,  c  43,  8.  22,  may  be  interpreted  so  as 
to  enable  magistrates  to  imprison  a  msn 
for  three  months  for  not  paying  the  pecu- 
niary penalty,  when  the  law  only  gires 
power  to  imprison  for  the  offence  itself  for 
which  the  fine  is  imposed  "  for  not  more 
than  SBTOn  days  V  He  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  in  expfanaUon.  ["Order, order!"] 
His  reason  was  because  two  men  were  now 
suffering  imprisonment.  He  would  con- 
olade  witii  a  Ifotion  if  noeesiM-y.  Two 
men  woe  now  undergoing  a  sentence  of 
three  months  io  f^l  in  oonsequence  of 
having  been  eonneted  before  two  magis- 
trates for  an  offence  for  which  they  were 
fined  a  certain  sam,  and  when  for  the 
offence  itself  tha  men  could  not  by  possi- 
bility legally  receive  more  than  seven  days' 
imprisonment.  The  case  had  arisen  under 
the  Refresliraent  Houses  Act.  The  men 
were  drunk  and  riotous  in  a  public  thorough- 
fare, and  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  magis- 
trates inder  tfae  A«t  either  to  fine  them 
forty  shillings  or  (o  sentence  them  to  im- 
prisonment for  not  more  than  seven  days. 
The  two  men  having  been  convicted,  the 
magistrates  resorted  to  another  Act  of 
Parliament,  and,  after  inflicting  a  fiue 
which  Uie  men  coald  not  pay,  sent  them  to 

Saol  fiir  three  months  under  tfae  Summary 
urisdietion  Act,  not  for  the  offence  for 
which  the  fine  was  imposed,  but  for  its 
non-payment.  It  was  true  that  under 
the  Metropolitan  Aet  parties  could  be  com- 
mitted for  such  offences  within  the  metro- 
politan district  for  one  month  if  the  fine 
were  not  paid,  and  stranze  as  it  might 
appear,  though  under  Bass  s  Street  Music 
Act  a  man  could  not  he  impriBoned  for 
more  than  three  days— for  non-payment  of 
fine  instead  thereof  parties  bad  been  com- 
mitted for  a  month.  The  clauses  of  the 
Refreshment  Aet  and  the  Hetropohtan  Act 
were  Sdentically  the  same,  but  the  Legis- 
lature at  least  never  intended  to  imprison 
a  man  in  the  ooiuiti;  for  diree  unrntoa  fi>r  I 
Sir  ChariM  Dotigku 


not  paying  a  fine  for  an  offence  which  would 
not  render  him  liable  to  imprisonment  in 
the  metropolis  for  more  than  one  month. 
He  should  conclude  by  moving  the  adjonm- 
ment  of  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  QuesUon  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." 

Ma.  SPEAKER :  This  is  the  time  for 
the  Questions.  The  Hotaon  of  the  hon. 
Qentleman  should  have  been  made  at  the 
time  of  the  Notices  of  Motion. 

Sir  OEORQE  GREY  said,  he  had  to 
thank  his  hon.  Friend  for  having  brought 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  under  his 
notice  on  Friday  last.  He  had  trans- 
mitted his  hon.  Friend's  statement  to 
the  magistrates  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  the  facts  were  reported  cor- 
rectly, and  also  to  receive  their  explana- 
tion. He  had  not  as  yet  received  their 
report,  but  he  expected  that  he  shonid 
receive  it  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday.  With 
respect  to  the  general  law,  his  hon.  Friend 
had  stated  it  correctly.  In  defitnltof  tha 
penalty  being  paid,  and  there  being  no 
means  <rf  levying  it  b^  distress,  tha  defen- 
dants might  be  imprisoned  for  a  period 
of  three  montha  unless  the  penalty  was 
sooner  paid.  That  was  the  case  gene- 
rally, unless  where  it  was  qualified  by  an 
express  profision.  In  the  Metropolitan 
Fotlce  Act  there  was  such  a  qualification, 
and  the  term  of  imprisonment  in  default 
was  one  month  instead  of  three.  This 
state  of  the  taw  required  revision,  and  be 
felt  obliged  to  his  hon.  Friend  for  having 
called  his  attention  to  the  case. 

SUPERANNUATION  IN  THE  DOCK- 
YARDS .—QUESTION. 

Sir  ARTHUR  6ULLER  asked  the 
Secretary  for  the  Admiralty  a  Question  of 
which  he  had  given  him  private  notice- 
namely.  Whether  there  is  any  truth  in  a 
rumour  which  was  prevalent  in  the  Devon- 

Eort  Dockyard,  and  he  believed  in  other 
'ockyards  also,  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Admiralty  to  propose  some  altera- 
tion of  the  present  Sopenuinnation  system 
by  substitution  of  an  increased  rate  of 
wages  or  otherwise  ? 

Lord  CLARENCE  PAGET  said,  he 
was  not  aware  of  any  snch  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  Admiralty. 

BANE  t)F  IRELAND  BILL— [Boa  H.] 
ucomi  BSAiuxa. 
mvmt,  '*  That  the  Bill  be  now  md  2>>." 
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Sib  henry  WILLOUQHBY  eiud.  lie 
undentoofl  that  this  BUI  imposed  a  slight 
ftdditional  eharge  on  the  Slate,  though  the 
first  olaqse  intimated  a  slight  rednetion. 
He  desired,  also,  information  on  another 
point.  Assuming  the  quantity  of  stock  in 
Ireland  to  be  under  £30,000.000,  £450  a 
million  was  to  be  paid  upon  it;  but  if  the 
quantity  was  abore  £30.000,000.  then  the 
payment  was  to  be  at  the  rate  of  £300  per 
miUioD,  which,  of  course,  would  be  a  rery 
considerable  reduction.  He  wanted  to 
Icnow  what  wonld  be  the  amount  of  eharge 
that  would  be  dirown  vpon  the  puUie  by 
the  Bill  ? 

Thb  chancellor  of  the  BXGHB- 
QUER  said,  the  bon.  Gentleman  was  per- 
fectly ri^lit  in  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
read  the  Bill.  It  would  impose  an  addi- 
tional el)M|^  upon  the  public,  and  on  thip 
ground.  The  Bank  of  Ireland,  at  present, 
performed  an  amount  of  work  for  the  pub- 
lic«  for  which  it  did  not  reemve  adequate 
remuneration.  A  clear  statement  would 
be  found  in  the  short  correspondence  which 
bad  taken  plsce  on  the  subject.  The  Go- 
Ternment  thought  it  but  fair  to  the  Bank 
of  Ireland  that  it  should  receive  adequate 
remuneration  for  the  performance  of  duties 
onerous  in  character,  and  which  it  dis- 
charged well.  He  invited  the  criticism  of 
hon.  Members — Irish  Members  and  others 
—but  the  Bijl,  as  it  stood,  represented 
what,  after  full  examination,  he  believed 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  was  entitled  to  receive. 
He  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
additional  payment  should  be  £4,400  a 
year.  The  reason  why  the  BiH  was  some- 
what eomplieated  was,  that  in  eonjuaetion 
with  Uie  reotifioatioD  of  the  charge  he  pro- 
posed a  reotifieation  of  form.  At  present 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  was  under  an  arrange- 
ment which  did  not  belong  to  the  present 
mode  of  making  up  the  public  accounts. 
The  Bank  of  Inland  managed  the  Irish 
National  Debt  without  any  remuneration, 
but  it  received  an  extra  remnueration  in 
consideration  of  doing  the  work  of  the 
National  Debt  for  nothing.  Instead  of 
that  it  was  now  proposed  to  reduce  the  rate 
of  interest  on  their  loan  to  the  same  rate 
as  that  paid  to  the  Bank  of  Bogland,  and 
to  pay  a  distinct  remuneration  for  the  work 
it  had  to  do  in  connection  with  the  Na- 
tional Debt.  The  effect  would  be  that  the 
whide  amount  spent  would  be  spent  in  con- 
formity to  the  rules  which  governed  the 
public  expenditure  generally.  The  bon. 
Baronet  had  asked  another  quesUon  with  re- 
»peet  to  the  amuigement  of  (he  ohaige  v  bicb 


appeared  lo  involve  an  auoraaly.  If  it  should 
happen  that  the  portion  of  the  National 
Debt  under  the  management  of  the  Bank  of 
Ireland  should  fall  bdow  £30,000,000,  it 
would  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  £450  oof 
million;  but  if  it  rose  above  £30.000,000 
it  would  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  £300  per 
million,  thereby  receiving  less  for  the 
management  of  £35,000,000  than  for  the 
management  of  £30,000.000.  That  was 
an  anomaly  of  which  he  could  give  an 
explanation.  The  nature  of  the  scale 
corresponded  with  tbat  arranged  for  the 
Bank  of  England.  In  1861,  when  h? 
proposed  to  alter  tbe  rates  for  the  arrange- 
ment of  tbe  National  Debt  under  the 
management  of  the  Bank  of  England  he 
did  not  make  an  entirely  new  arrange- 
ment, but  waa  satisfied  with  accommodating 
the  old  arrangement,  and  altering  it  only 
where  be  thought  alteration  essential;  and, 
therefore,  leaving  as  they  stood  nnder  the 
old  law  the  rates  that  were  payable  to  the 
Bank  of  England  for  the  National  Debt  at 
certain  amounts  very  much  lower  than  it 
now  stood,  he  made  a  great  reduction  upon 
the  excess  of  the  National  Debt  beyond 
£600,000,000.  In  point  of  fact,  what  he 
did  was  this — be  settled  the  practical  part 
of  the  question,  and  left  that  part  of  it 
which  was  of  little  conseqnence  under  the 
old  arrangement.  He  now  proposed  to  do 
the  same  with  respect  to  the  Bank  of  Ire- 
land. It  was  not  necessary  to  contemplate 
tbe  contingency  of  the  amount  of  the 
National  Debt  in  Irdand  being  below 
£30,000,000.  An  amount  below  that 
wonld  presume  that  the  U4»\  amennt  of 
the  National  Debt  would  be  reduced  to 
between  £600,000,000  and  £700,000.000. 
Now,  considering  that  we  bad  bad  half  a 
century  of  peace  with  only  two  years  of 
European  war,  and  had  net  succeeded  in 
getting  the  National  Debt  greatly  under 
£800,000,000— it  never  having  been  lower 
than  £760.000.000— it  was  evident  that 
we  need  not  trouble  ourselves  with  the  rato 
of  remuneration  to  be  paid  to  the  Bank  of 
Ireland  when  the  portion  of  the  National 
Debt  it  had  to  manage  should  be  reduced 
below  £30,000.000.  We  could  deal  with 
that  case  when  it  arose,  and  be  should  be 
happy  to  see  that  time  arrive.  On  the 
whole  he  beUeved  tbe  measnn  would  be 
found  to  work  aaUsfoctoiily. 

Motion  agreed  to, 

m  read  2»,  and  waaidlUd  for  2%w«- 
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CAPITAL  PUNISHMENTS  WITHIN  GAOLS 
BILL/-{Biix  80.] 
IBATS. — Fnm  RBASINa. 

Mr.  HI66ERT  mored  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  **  to  permit  capital  punish- 
ments to  be  carried  out  under  certain  regu- 
lations within  the  interior  of  prisons." 
He  did  not  intend  to  inrite  anj  aiscassion 
at  this  Btage  of  the  proceedings,  because 
the  right  bon.  Baronet  the  Home  Secretary 
had  eipressed  an  opinion  that,  as  the 
who  e  subject  of  capital  punishments  was 
now  under  the  consideration  of  a  Royal 
Commission,  it  would  be  well  to  postpone 
it  until  tbe  Report  of  that  Comiuission 
was  reomv ed.  If  he  were  allowed  to  bring 
in  the  Bill  he  should,  therefore,  defer  the 
seeond  reading  until  after  Easter. 

Sib  GEORGE  GREY  said,  that  at  the 
question  was  under  the  consideration  of 
toe  Commission  to  which  the  bon.  Member 
bad  referred,  he  could  only  consent  to  its 
introduction  on  the  condition  that  there 
was  to  be  no  diBcossion  until  the  Report 
uf  the  Commission  had  been  made. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  provide  for  the  oarrjiog  out  of 
Capital  Punishments  within  Gaols,  ordtrtd 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Hebbbrt,  Mr. 
Boxham-Cartbb,  and  Viscount  Ekfisld. 

Bill  prttmUd,  and  read  1"  [Bill  30j. 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS— COMMITTEE 
NOMINATED. 

Thi  chancellor  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER moved— 

That  tbe  Gommittee  on  Publio  AooooDts  should 
consist  ofthe  fbllowiog  Members  : — Mr.  W&lpols, 
Mr.  KoWABD  Plxtdul  Bootkrix,  Sir  StAFroRo 
Noataaoia,  Sir  HiHBr  WiLunraaBr;  Mr.  Piil, 
Lord  RosnrMoiiuso,  Mr.  Howm,  m,  Goschu,  , 
and  Ur.  PoLUBO-UaQraAST. 

Sir  henry  WILLOUHBY  remarked 
that  a  very  small  portion  of  the  public 
accounts  was  submitted  to  this  Committee. 
The  time  was  approaching  when  it  would 
be  necessary  that  there  should  be  a  more 
general  audit,  although  he  waa  afraid  it 
would  iuTolTe  a  eoroplete  revision  of  our 
finannal  system.  What  was  wanted  was 
a  sjatem  and  an  eumination  whieh  would 
put  the  House  a  clear  aoeount  of  the  way 
in  which  Uie  publio  money  waa  expended. 
He  had  had  the  honour  of  aerviog  on  this 
Committee  for  some  years,  and  he  thought 
that  the  Honae  ahoald  know  that  its 

EDwers  and  ite  uiafulnett  were  extremely 
mited. 


Thb  CHANCELLOR  op  thk  EXCHE- 
QUER assured  the  hon.  Baronet  that  the 
Government  were  as  aazioua  as  anj 
Member  of  the  House  could  be  to  see  this 
Committee  on  Public  Aocounts,  which  was 
an  institution  well  founded,  he  thought, 
on  the  principles  of  Parliamentary  govern- 
ment, made  as  e£Bcient  as  possible,  and 
armed  with  every  power  which  could  tend 
to  complete  that  efficiency.  With  regard 
to  the  imperfection  or  partial  development 
of  the  principle  of  audit  in  this  country, 
that  was  a  matter  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Government,  and  with  respect  to 
which  thej  thought  it  probable  that  they 
would  have  an  opportunity  shortly  of 
adopting  measures,  and  even  of  making 
proposals  to  the  House,  entirely  in  tbe 
spirit  of  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Baronet. 
With  re«ird  to  the  limitation  of  the 
powers  4H  the  Committee,  he  eould  only 
say  he  was  quite  sure  that  any  recom- 
mendation that  Committee  might  make, 
tending  to  enlarge  their  own  powers,  and 
supported  by  reasons  to  show  that  at 
present  their  powers  were  not  so  large  as 
they  ought  to  be,  would  come  before  the 
Government  and  the  House  with  great 
authority  ;  for  be  was  satisfied  that  those 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  had  received  such  a 
mark  of  the  confidence  of  the  House  as 
waa  indicated  by  their  appointment  on  this 
Committee  would  not  be  likely  to  make  a 
recommendation  of  that  sort  except  upon 
good  groonds. 

Motion  agrHd  to. 

POOR  LAW  SECRETART. 
BESOLimOK. 

Mr.  AUGUSTUS  SMITH  moved,  pur. 
suant  to  notice, 

"  That  the  office  of  the  one  Secretai?,  rendered 
capable  of  sitting  or  voting  u  »  Member  of  the 
Commons'  fioose  of  Parliament  hj  tiia  nintli 
danse  of  the  Vwxt  Law  Act,  latdv  vacated  ought 
to  be  abolubed." 

He  said,  that  this  was  not  the  first  time  he 
had  brought  this  subject  before  the  House. 
Wliea  the  Poor  Law  Renewal  Aot  was 
last  introduced  he  took  occasion  to  draw 
attention  to  the  small  amount  of  the  dutiet 
the  Secretary  of  the  Poor  Law  Board  per- 
formed in  that  House  and  at  the  offioe, 
and  that,  therefore,  the  post  might  very 
well  be  diipened  with.  He  then  moved 
that  at  the  next  voidance  of  the  offioe  it 
should  be  abolished  \  and  he  thought  the 
House  would,  now  the  office  was  vacant, 
agree  with  him  that  it  ihould  1^  done 
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ftway  witli.  Thej  had  two  officers  in  the 
House  to  represent  the  Poor  Lav  Board, 
the  President  and  the  Seerelary.  When 
the  Aet  whieh  eonttitoted  then  was 
pasied,  it  was  thought  very  desirable, 
as  complaints  were  frequent  and  inquiries 
inoessant  as  to  the  working  of  the  law, 
that  some  one  should  always  be  in  the 
House  to  represent  the  Board;  but  that 
necessity  had  now  passed  away,  and  one 
officer  would  be  amply  sufficient.  He 
had  carefully  looked  orer  Hantard,  and  he 
found  that  in  the  year  1864  the  Parlia- 
mentary labours  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  President  of  the  Board,  consisted 
in  addressing  the  House  abont  thirty  times, 
and  these  were  for  the  most  part  merely 
brief  observations,  or  answers  to  qnestionB  in 
reference  to  a  Bill  connected  wiUi  the  Poor 
Law  then  before  Parliament ;  and  that  was 
a  year  in  which,  owing  to  the  Lancashire 
distress,  there  were  more  than  a  usual 
number  of  Poor  Law  subjects.  But  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  Oilpm), 
the  Secretary,  was  not  ci^led  upon  to  say 
a  single  word.  In  1863  the  President  spoke 
fifty  times  and  the  Secretary  three  times, 
and  then  only  when  the  President  was  absent 
on  important  business  elsewhere.  In  1862 
the  President  addressed  the  House  about 
forty  times  and  the  Secretary  four  times, 
while  in  1861  the  President  had  reason 
to  address  the  House  only  twenty-two  times 
and  the  Secretary  not  once.  In  1860 
the  Prerident  spoke,  but  on  twenty*  four 
oeoasioni  the  Secretary  did  not  open  his 
Hps  eren  once.  So  much  For  their  Par- 
liamentary labonrs.  With  regard  to  the 
datiei  which  the  Secretary  disohai^ed 
in  hie  office,  they  were  not  easily  to  be 
ascertained  in  a  direct  way,  but  what 
they  were  could  be  judged  of  by  other 
means.  He  did  not  wish  to  mention  any- 
thing inridions  with  respect  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton,  who,  he  was 
sure,  would  not  undertake  any  duty  he 
could  not  conscientiously  perform.  But  he 
found  that  the  hon.  Member  was  an  officer 
of  other  important  institutions.  He  was 
Chairman  of  a  metropolitan  bank,  a  Di- 
rector of  a  proTident  society,  and  also  of 
scToral  railway  companies,  engagements 
whieh  most  neeesaanly  take  up  a  great 
deal  of  his  time ;  but  he  was  not  to  uame 
for  that  if  his  boaineae  at  the  Poor  Law 
Board  was  bo  light  as  to  enable  him  to 
undertake  those  duties,  and  certainly  they 
did  not  require  his  presence  in  that  House. 
The  expenses  itf  this  Department  were  rery 
faeafj.   He  regretted  Tsry  mnoh  that  the 


expenses  of  the  office  itself  were  not  ex- 
amined into  by  die  Committee  i^ppointed 
on  the  rraewnl  of  the  Poor  Law  Board. 
Thta  inquiry,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
who  occupied  the  Chair,  seems  to  have 
taken  care  was  not  entered  on.  He  must 
say  he  thought  that  Gentleman  ought 
rather  to  hare  been  present  as  a  witness 
before,  than  as  a  Member,  much  less  Chair- 
man, of  the  Committee— the  Chairman 
having  always  great  influence  as  to  shaping 
the  course  of  the  inquiries  entered  on. 
In  the  year  1835,  when  it  was  first  ap- 
pointed, and  when  its  labours  were  most 
arduous,  the  whole  eipenses  of  the  Poor 
Law  Board  were  j£42.000  a  year.  In 
1 843  they  had  reached  £56.000.  In  1853 
they  more  than  doubled  the  first  year,  bang 
near^  £90,000 ;  while  in  1865  the  ex. 
penditnre  of  the  office  idone  amounted  to 
£73.000.  He  was  sure  the  noble  Lord  at 
the  head  of  the  OoTomment  did  not  intend 
to  mislead  the  House  when  he  said  the 
other  night  that  the  Committee  reconi' 
mended  that  the  office  of  Secretary  should 
be  continued.  On  looking  at  the  proceed- 
ings he  found  that  there  were  two  Motions 
submitted  to  the  Committee  in  reference 
to  the  officers  connected  with  the  Board, 
The  first  was  that  the  Presidency  should 
always  be  held  by  a  Member  of  the  lower 
House,  hut  that  was  negatived.  The  other 
was  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Devon,  that  the  expense  of  the 
central  Board  was  excessive,  and  might  be 
reduced  by  the  abdition  of  the  office  of 
Parliamentary  Secretary,  ud  by  such  fur- 
ther reduction  as  might  be  oonsiateot  with 
the  efficient  diseharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
Board.  A  good  deal  of  discussion,  he  was 
informed,  took  place  upon  that,  and  even- 
tually it  was  allowed  to  be  withdrawn,  be- 
cause the  Committee  had  not  snffioient 
information  before  it  to  arrive  at  any  con- 
clusion respecting  it.  With  him  (Hr.  A. 
Smith)  the  saving  merely  of  a  salary  was 
only  a  secondary  consideration.  He  could 
not  help  feeling  that  for  many  years  the 
official  element  was  becoming  more  and 
more  powerful  in  this  House.  It  was  not 
only  powerful  as  regard  the  individual 
placeholders  in  the  House,  bnt  there  were 
also  the  expectants.  They  always  saw 
on  qnestiona  of  economy  the  occnpaots  of 
the  Treasury  Benehes  TOted  together,  and 
those  who  hi^ied  to  ait  on  ^ose  Benehes 
generally  •voted  with  them,  and  against 
any  fair,  reasonable,  and  sound  retreneh- 
ment.    The  fact  was,  however,  that  no 
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therefore  it  was  not  quite  fair  id  the  noble 
Viseoant  to  eaj  the  CommUtee  neom- 
mended  the  offlee  to  be  oontinaed.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  n'ndieate  itself 
agaiuBt  the  charge  made  agaimt  it  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Bxohequer,  of  being 
guilty  of  reckleBB  liberality,  and  ithad  been 
said  that  it  trotild  go  down  to  history  as 
the  prodigal  Parliament;  but*  if  the  House 
now  supported  the  retention  of  thia  siue- 
eure,  they  might  indeed  be  jaslly  charged 
with  reckless  liberality. 
Mr.  HIBBERT  seeonded  the  Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  the  offlee  of  the  one  Secretary,  rendered 
eapable  of  sitttng  or  Totia^  as  a  Member  of  the 
Commons*  House  of  Parliament  the  ninth 
Clause  (MF  the  Poor  Law  Act,  lately  racated, 
ooi^b  to  be  abolished."— (Jfr.  Avffutttu  SmiA.) 

Mb.  C.  p.  VILLIERS  said,  his  hon. 
Friend  bad  described  the  office  of  Secre- 
tary to  the  Poor  Law  Board  aa  ft  UDOoore 
which  ought  to  be  aboliahed,  but  he  seemed 
to  bare  ^rgotten  what  had  been  decided 
on  this^matter  upon  more  than  one  occasion 
by  the  House.  He  also  seemed  to  have 
forgotten  what  bo  was  understood  to  say 
at  an  earlier  part  of  his  speech — namely, 
that  he  did  not  know  much  of  the  merits  of 
the  question,  and  that  neither  he  nor  the 
Committee  upstairs  knew  what  were  the 
duties  which  belonged  to  the  Office,  and 
eiproBsed  his  regret  that  the  CtUumittee 
did  not  inquire  into  the  snbjeet. 

M&  AUGUSTUS  SMITH  eiplained 
that  what  he  stated  was  that  it  was  not  easy 
to  ascertain  what  the  office  duties  of  tht 
Parliamentary  Secretary  were. 

Mr.  C.  p.  VILLIERS  :  That  amonnta 
to  pretty  mncfa  the  same  thing,  for  it  assigns 
the  reason  why  my  hon.  Friend  haa  not 
become  informed  abont  them.  My  hon. 
Friend  said  that  the  Committee  had  not 
taken  any  eridencc.  Now,  I  beg  to  say 
that  other  penons  bare  inquired  into  this 
Office,  and  hare  collected  the  information 
that  was  necessary  to  enable  them  to  fores 
an  opinion  upon  the  subject.  This  matter 
has  been  deliberately  discussed  upon  three 
different  occasions  in  tliis  Hoiice,  and  when 
the  bon.  Member  gave  noUce  of  his  Motion  I 
presumed  that  he  had  seme  new  matter  to 
submit  to  OB.  This  Office  was  disevsscd 
when  the  Bill  by  which  it  was  created  was 
before  ^is  House.  Again,  in  the  Honae  cf 
Lords  the  question  waa  diieuiaad.  It  waa 
then  aaked  whether  a  Seeictary  of  this 
Department  ahould  be  in  Parliament,  and 
U  was  assented  to.  Bat  then  waa  a  etill 
J&.  At^uttui  Smith 


more  important  occasion  upon  which  this 
subject  waa  very  deliberately  eonudered  ; 
that  was  before  the  Committee  which  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  salaries 
of  GoTemment  Departments  in  the  year 
1850.  That  Committee  endeavoured  to 
satisfy  themselves,  first,  whether  they 
could  not  reduce  the  salaries  of  the  staff 
of  the  Poor  Law  Board,  and  next  whether 
it  was  possible  or  not  to  reduce  the  estab- 
lishment. To  conrinoe  themselves  upon 
these  points  they  called  before  them  tibc 
late  Mr.  Baines,  then  President.  A  more 
oontoientions  man,  I  beHere,  never  eat  in 
this  Housct  and  he  waa  called  upon  by  the 
Committee  to  answer  certain  questions 
with  the  conviction  on  their  part  that  they 
might  rely  npon  what  he  stated.  He  was 
aaked  — 

"  WUl  you  ezplwn  why  it  was  thought  neoes- 
sai7  to  have  two  p^d  Secretaries  instMdsf  nmo 
as  under  the  old  Conunissfon  f* 

And  he  answered  — 

"  The  Ootamttlee  wUl  ebsnre  thst  now  Uisrs 
is  practioallr  but  oue  Oommisnoner.  Fonneriy 
there  were  three,  who  divided  the  badness  amoaf 

them,  hut  the  responsibility  now  rests  upon  one 
CommissioDer  ezclusiTely  ;  and  the  same  atnonnt 
of  work  that  was  formerly  distributed  among  three 
0<MBmisatODers  and  one  Secretary  is  now  distri- 
bated  among  a  President  and  two  Seoretaties." 

"  Mr.  Bright.— Are  you  of  opiaioa,  Mr.  Baines, 
that  the  ezpenses  of  your  offloe,  most  particularly 
the  staff  of  your  Department,  could  he  diminish- 
e4  r*— "I  have  considered  tbe  matSSr  nqr  fhUy 
with  an  aaxious  wish  to  e^  a  rednctiou,  and  I 
liave  consalted  those  of  greatw  experience  than 
myself,  and  the  result  of  my  deliberation  is  that 
it  would  not  he  possible  to  do  with  less  with  due 
regard  to  the  eflSoieiioy  of  the  pnUic  servioe." 

I  do  not  know  whether  or  not  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  ia  the  House  at  that  time,  but  if  he 
will  look  at  the  eomposition  of  that  Coas- 
mittee  he  will  see  that  its  members  would 
not  have  been  satisfied  with  the  mere  opi- 
nion of  one  of  the  persons  connected  with 
the  Department  if  they  had  not  thought 
that  he  had  reason  for  what  he  said. 
They  did  not  recommend  that  the  eatab- 
lishmettt  should  be  reduced.  They  only 
recommended  that  the  aalary  ef  one  of  the 
Secretaries  should  be  redncM.  That  was 
done,  and  there  die  matter  waa  supposed  to 
end.  Last  year,  in  the  ceerse  of  the  gene- 
ral inquiry  into  the  operation  of  the  Poor 
La*a,  ao  hon.  Membw  rdsed  this  qneation 
—whether  it  was  not  possible  to  reduce 
the  establiehment  f  Nor  was  that  a  mere 
passing  notice.  The  subject  was  deliber- 
ately discussed  one  day,  and  as  it  wu 
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enough  pmenl,  or  that  the  quetiion  had 
not  been  ■aflbnently  eoiuiclend,  another  day 
was  appointed  for  the  oontinuanoe  of  the 
diMttwion.  Ob  the  leeond  ooa»ion-  tfa«re 
was  a  lAge  mnter  of  the  Committee — I 
think  aboat  6fteen  Members  i  the  sabjeet 
was  disouBsed  for  two  or  three  hoars,  and 
almost  every  Uember  of  the  Coaimittee 
was  beard.  The  argument  which  was  era- 
pbyed  was,  if  I  reoolleot  rightlj.thst  there 
was  no  reason  why  the  Secretary  of  the 
Poor  Law  Board  should  not  sit  in  the 
House  as  well  as  the  second  representatire 
of  any  other  Department— the  Under  Se- 
eretaries  of  State,  for  instance,  or  the 
Viee  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  or 
the  Vice  President  of  the  Connml  \  and  it 
waSf  aa  I  thought,  in  ooueqnenee  of  his 
eonnetioB  that  that  view  waa  a  sound 
one,  that  the  ben.  Member  who  made  Uie 

Srepontion  withdrew  it.  Has  my  hon. 
'riend  any  objection  to  that  a^nment? 
If  not,  this  Department  stands  upon  the 
ground  of  cTcry  other  Department.  It  ia 
one  where  there  ia  business  enough  for  a 
President  and  two  Secretaries,  and  I  see 
no  reason  for  excluding  the  Secretary  from 
this  House.  In  the  Committee  referred  to 
there  was  no  question  of  taking  evidenee 
on  die  matter,  nor  was  there  any  occasion 
for  it.  The  Committee  was  not  appointed 
or  controlled  by  the'  Qoremmeot :  and  I 
beg  to  say,  in  aosww  to  some  reflections 
of  the  hon.  Member  on  myself  for  pre- 
uding  en  that  Committee,  that  I  did 
■0  not  at  my  own  desire — for  I  deelined 
to  lake  the  chair — but  in  oonaeqnenoe  of 
the  wish  the  Committee.  It  is  net 
a  Twy  agreeable  post,  presiding  erer  theee 
Committees,  beeanse  othw  gentlemen  get 
tired  of  sitting  and  are  able  to  withdraw  ; 
but  the  chairman  eaanot  do  so.  Therefore, 
when  the  hon.  Gentleman  charged  me  witii 
haTing  guided  the  Committee  and  having 
forced  myself  into  the  chair,  he  was  speak- 
ing at  mndom.  I  certainly  thought  that 
after  M  the  discussion  Uiat  has  taken 
;dace  on  Uiis  Office,  which  it  was  quite  as 
open  to  bim  as  to  any  one  else  to  learo,  he 
would  have  eome  before  the  House  with 
some  fresh  information  upon  the  subject. 
If  tJie  hon.  Gentleman  soeoeeds  in  bis  Mo- 
tiim  he  will  estaUidi  an  important  preee- 
dent,  for  I  never  remember  an  ooeasion 
where  the  Howe  was  naked  to  vote  blind- 
fold as  they  are  now.  I  do  not  believe 
that  my  hon.  Friend  wishes  to  attack  any- 
one belonging  to  the  EBtablishment,  or  to 
do  anything  which  would  be  unfriendly  or 
mgraeiooa  to  the  Departnmt.   I  believe 


tiiat  he  is  moving  nn  higher  gmunds.  I 
believe  that  he  eonsiden  Uie  infloenee 
of  the  Crown  too  strong  in  this  House, 
and  that  it  onght  to  he  dimiriished,  and  to 
abolish  this  place  is  one  vay  of  doing  that. 
[Mr.  AuGDSTUB  Siuth:  Hearl]  I  am 
quite  sore  that  he  is  acting  upon  these 
high  and  general  grounds,  the  House, 
therefore,  must  bear  in  mind  wh^  are  his 
objeotB,  If  be  gets  rid  of  this  Office 
— and  he  is  wise  to  eommence  with  the 
Poor  Law  Board,  beeanse  it  is  always  easy 
to  get  up  a  cry  against  that  Department — 
how  long  will  he  be  before  be  attacks  the 
Board  of  Trade,  or  the  Privy  Counpil,  or 
some  of  the  other  Establishments  ?  I  have 
not  the  least  doubt  that  he  is  acting  oon- 
seientionsly,  bat  I  hope  that  he  will  allow 
the  House  to  exercise  freely  tiieir  judg- 
ment as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  ia 
seeking  to  aceomplish  his  objects,  or  whe- 
Uier  Uiey  are  objects  in  which  they  agree 
with  him.  I  venture  to  say  thrt  be  has 
selected  rather  an  unfortunate  moment  for 
making  his  attack  upon  the  Poor  Law 
Board.  He  would  have  had  a  greater  ad- 
vant^e  if  Le  had  done  it  at  the  time  when 
be  says  that  he  was  not  disposed  to  assail 
the  Office,  because  its  cost  was  less.  He 
has  chosen  a  time  when  the  work  of  the 
Office  is  far  greater  than  it  ever  was  be- 
fore. Since  I  have  been  at  the  Poor  Law 
Board  there  has  been  more  work  done  and 
more  imposed  upon  the  Fresideut  than 
was  ever  tbe  case  belore.  There  have 
been  the  puUio  works  u  LaacasUre,  which 
has  been  the  oeaasion  of  mneh  anxiety— 
hae  involved  the  Board  in  a  vast  amount 
of  eorrewottdeneOt  and  in  endleaa  inter- 
views with  persons  interested— there  hae 
been  the  wont  which  has  resulted  from  the 
Bill  proposed  by  the  Poor  Law  Board  for 
providing  the  aasesameot  of  pr<^rty  in 
unions — a  very  difficult  matter  and  one 
which  gives  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
and  correspondence.  Besides  all  this,  addi- 
tional permauent  business  has  been  tiirown 
upon  the  Office  by  the  transfer,  within  the 
last  two  years,  from  the  Privy  Cktnaeil  to  the 
PoOT  Law  Board  of  the  management  of  the 
education  of  ^  poor,  so  far  as  it  depends 
upon  State  grants,  wbioh  of  itself  has  pro- 
duced npwans  ef  600  Reports,  all  of  wbieh 
have  to  be  read  and  eonsidered.  I  do  not 
diink  Uiat  mj  boa.  Friend  knova  what 
the  work  of  the  President  of  that  Board 
is,  and  I  do  not  wish  him  so  ill,  as  thai  he 
shoeld  know  it  from  personal  experienee  i 
but  if  he  snooeeda  in  this  Motion,  1  asenre 
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that  the  PnsideDt  of  the  Poor  Law  Board 
ought  not  to  at  in  Parliament  andcertunlj 
not  to  hare  a  seat  in  the  Conneil.  Seeaase. 
at  present,  what  Ur.  Bainei  eaid  ia  per- 
fectly tme,  that  the  work  which  was  for- 
merly distributed  among  three  Commie* 
sioners,  now  devolres  upon  one.  There  is 
not  a  single  matter  which  is  supposed  to 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  Board  for  which 
the  President  is  not  responsible,  what- 
ever he  may  think.  The  duties  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  are  exceedingly 
beavj.  There  is  not  a  question  which 
may  arise  upon  anything  which  affects  the 
moral,  physical,  or  economical  condition  of 
the  poor  that  must  not  be  examined  into, 
and  deoided  by  him,  and  m  order  that  he 
may  giro  a  decision  he  most  read  all  the 
papers  that  bear  ap<ni  the  subject.  If  a 
medical  man  miscondacts  himself  or  neg- 
leeta  a  patient,  ao  inquiry  is  held,  evi- 
denoe  is  taken,  and  it  mast  all  be  read 
bj  the  Preudent  before  he  can  give  his 
sanction  to  the  report,  or  to  opposite  repre- 
sentation which  may  be  made.  The  same 
course  has  to  be  pursued  tn  the  case  of  tho 
chaplain  and  other  officers  or  matters  that 
are  referred  to  him.  Whaterer  receires 
the  sanction  of  the  Board,  must  be  in- 
quired into  hj  the  President.  Then,  during 
erery  Session  that  1  have  been  at  the 
Board,  thore  has  been  a  Committee,  orer 
which  I  have  had  to  preside,  occupying 
three  or  four  hours  of  the  morning,  and 
only  concluding  when  this  House  begins  to 
ait.  I  have  had  then  to  come  here  to  attend 
in  my  place  in  the  House,  and  afterwards 
to  return  to  mj  office  and  attend  to  busi- 
ness there  for  two  or  three  hours.  That 
alone  would  be  a  reason  for  having  a  Se- 
eretary  in  this  House  who  might  answer 
any  question  that  is  aiked,  or  attend  to  any 
business  that  has  to  be  done.  I  do  not 
know  how  much  the  hon.  Gentleman  thinks 
that  the  President  ought  to  do,  but  not 
having  the  advantage  myself  to  sit  for  a 
very  small  constituency,  feel  that  I  am  per- 
fectly nnable  to  do  all  that  might  be  re- 
quired of  the  President  of  Poor  Law 
Board  in  Parliament,  and,  I  do  venture  to 
say,  that  I  require  some  assistance.  And 
althongh  1  should  never  have  asked  for 
fiirther  assistance  or  complained  of  having 
too  much  work,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  if  you  abolirii  this  Secretaryship,  one 
of  the  6rst  things  wbieh  yon  must  do,  and 
that  before  a  year  ia  ont.  is  to  appoint 
another  Commissioner.  I  am  convinced 
that  if  you  inquire  into  the  matter,  with 
a  view  to  learn  the  truth,  yon  will  find  that 
Jfr.  C.  P.  FiUurt  ' 


yon  cannot  get  the  hnsioeas  done  properij 
or  satisfactorily  by  the  President  alone. 
That  is  the  resnlt  of  my  experienee.  I 
have  no  interest  in  saying  so,  beeanse  I 
do  not  suppose  that  any  one  eonld  survive 
another  year  at  that  Board  after  having 
been  there  five  years  already,  and,  there- 
fore, I  am  only  speaking  with  a  view  to  the 
fntura.  There  is  no  more  objection,  so  far 
as  I  can  see,  to  the  President  of  the  Poor 
Law  Board  being  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet, 
than  there  is  in  the  case  of  any  other  head 
of  a  public  Department ;  hot  that  would 
be  impossible,  if  the  hon.  Member  carries 
his  Motion.  You  might,  it  is  true,  have  a 
re-distribution  of  the  service  in  this  Office  ; 
and  you  might  have  another  CommissioQer 
instead  of  a  Secretary  in  this  House,  but 
there  should  be  some  more  valid  reason 
than  any  that  had  been  urged  by  my  hon. 
Friend  for  thus  abruptly  changing  the 
arrangement  that  at  present  exists,  or  to 
induce  the  Honse  to  declare  that  it  was 
wrong  in  the  decision  to  which  it  has  on 
other  occasions  arrived. 

Mr.  HIBBERT  said,  he  felt  bound 
to  support  the  Motion  of  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Truro  (Mr.  Augustus 
Smith).  He  was  happy  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  oonsoientiouB  and  able  man- 
ner in  which  his  duties  whilo  at  the 
Poor  Law  Board  had  been  fulfilled  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Gilpin),  nor  did  he  wish  to  say  a  sin- 
gle word  against  the  Department  itself. 
It  bad  well  performed  its  funetiona  in 
the  ease  of  the  people  of  Laneaahire, 
who  were  deeply  thankful  for  its  exertions 
in  their  behalf,  and  by  whom  it  was  re- 
garded with  a  higher  degree  of  fitvonr  than 
it  had  ever  been  before.  The  ground, 
then,  on  whteh  he  should  vote  for  the 
Motion  was  because  he  believed  that  it 
never  was  intended,  when  the  Act  of 
1847  was  passed,  that  there  should  be  in 
the  House  of  Commons  both  a  President 
and  a  Secretary  connected  with  the  Poor 
Law  Board.  In  the  discussions  upon  that 
Act  it  was  stated  that  the  intention  was, 
that  there  should  be  a  Secretary  sitting  in 
thst  House,  while  the  President  should  have 
a  seat  in  the  House  of  Lords;  and  the  then 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department  (Sir 
George  Gray),  in  bringing  in  the  Poor 
Law  Administration  Bitt,  said — 

"  There  will  alio  be  two  Seoretsries,  and  it  Js 
proposed  that  the  President  and  one  ot  the  Secre- 
taries ihall  have  leata  in  Parliament.  I  do  not 
saj  ther  both  shall  have  seato  in  this  Hooae,  bnt 

it  U  essential  that  the  Board  fiSbaUUbpy^we- 
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imted  in  thii  Homo  hf  either  the  Preiident  or 
SeoretuT."— 3  Bantard  xoU.  348. 

Now,  he  believed  the  fiut  to  be  that  the 
Preiident  itf  the  Poor  Law  Board  had  nerer 
^nee  the  panung  (tf  the  Aet  oecaped  a  seat 
m  the  Houn  of  Lorda,  but  that  he  had  eat, 
in  coDjuDction  with  one  of  the  Secretaries, 
in  ihB  House  of  Commons*  so  that  the  ac- 
tion of  the  GoTomment  in  the  matter  had 
acaroelj  been  in  accordance  with  the  in- 
tentions expressed  when  the  measure  was 
introduced.  That  being  so.  the  better 
course,  he  thought,  to  pursue  would  be,  in- 
stead of  filling  up  the  vacant  Office,  to  post- 
pone the  appointment  of  a  Parliamentary 
Secretary  until  the  whole  question  of  Poor 
Law  administration  came  before  the  House, 
as  it  must  do  at  a  later  period  of  the  Ses- 
aioD.  The  question  would  meantime,  he 
hoped,  be  taken  into  their  serious  conside- 
ration by  the  Government.  The  appoint- 
ment of  a  Parliamentary  Seoretary  to  the 
Board  gave  them  no  doubt  an  additional 
vote,  but  DO  one*  he  thought,  eonld  burly 
maintain  that  the  services  of  a  second  re- 
presentative of  the  Department  were  re- 
quired in  that  House.  His  hon.  Friend 
(Hr.  Augustus  Smith)  brought  forward 
the  Motion  now  for  the  reason  that  the 
Office  was  vacant.  Any  one  who  sat  in 
the  House,  or  who  referred  to  Hantmrd, 
would  soon  find  that  it  was  unnecessary 
to  have  both  the  President  and  Secretary 
sitting  in  that  House.  Indeed,  he  believed 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Northamp- 
ton (Mr.  Gilpin)  had  during  the  five  years 
he  held  office  spoken  only  five  times  on 
Poor  Law  matters,  aimply  because  in  the 
diseharge  of  hii  dntj  he  was  not  ealled 
upon  to  do  ao  oftener. 

Kb.  OILPIN  said,  he  had  not  intended 
to  take  any  part  in  the  diienssion  of  a 
Motion  which  only  very  narrowly  escaped 
being  a  proposal  for  the  abolition  of  him- 
sdf,  nor  should  he  have  risen  at  all  but  for 
the  personal  turn  which,  owing  to  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Truro 
(Mr.  Augustus  Smith),  the  debate  bad 
taken.  That  his  hon.  Friend  should  call 
the  office  of  Pariiamentary  Secretary  to 
-the  Poor  Law  Board  a  sinecure,  simply 

S roved  that  he  did  not  know  in  what  the 
uties  of  the  office  consisted.  Of  his  own 
eoadoot  while  he  occupied  the  Office  he  was 
not  about  to  enter  into  any  defence.  Upon 
that  point  he  abontd  leave  it  to  those 
Gentlemen  upon  both  aides  of  the .  House 
who  had  had  oecaaion  to  refer  to  him  for  in- 
formation upon  Poor  Law  matters,  to  form 
an  opinion:    He,  of  coone,  he  might  add. 


acquitted  bis  hon.  Friend  of  any  intention 
to  make  an  attack  upon  him  ;  but  it  so 
happened,  that  like  a  celebrated  knight  of 
old,  the  hon.  Gentleman  bad  set  hia  lanod 
in  rest  to  have  a  tilt  at  certain  things  he 
termed  abases— monsters  of  his  own  erea- 
tion— and  had  ran  against  the  Poor  Law 
Board,  which  he  thought  he  had  discovered 
to  be  merely  a  windmill.  He,  however,  who 
had  been  inside  that  windmill  as  well  as  out- 
side, oonld  inform  his  hon.  Friend  that  there 
was  good  work  done  there,  and  that  if  he 
thought  the  Poor  Law  Board  was  over- 
weighted with  officers,  he  was  greatly  mis- 
taken. He  had  heard  it  suggested  that  the 
Head  of  the  Board  might  be  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  it  was  not  improbable  that 
when  the  party  opposite  came  into  power 
that  might  be  the  case.  He  had  made 
that  remark  simply  because  there  was  in 
the  odier  House  a  noblemui  of  high  tident, 
and  in  every  way  qualified  to  be  at  the 
head  of  a  Department  to  the  business  con- 
nected with  miioh  he  had  devoted  years  of 
practical  study.  If  such  an  appointment 
were  made,  would  it  be  tolerated  by  the 
House  of  Commons  that  the  Department 
should  be  unrepresented  within  its  walls  ? 
He,  for  one,  thought  not.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Truro  had  alluded  to  his  attention 
having  been  taken  up  by  other  matters  than 
those  which  properly  belonged  to  his  office 
as  Secretary  to  the  Poor  Law  Board,  To 
that  he  would  reply  with  perfect  good 
humour  that  his  hon.  Friend  would  find  it 
very  easy  to  satisfy  himself,  by  inquiring 
whether  he  had  or  had  not  duly  perionneo 
the  duties  which  devolved  on  him  in  his 
public  capacity,  and  if  be  had,  that  it  was 
no  more  the  business  of  bis  hon.  Friend  to 
inquire  into  his  other  engagementa  than  it 
was  his  own  to  inqaire  into  his  hon. 
Friend's  relations  with  his  tenantry  in  the 
islands  of  Seilly.  He  had  no  personal  in- 
terest in  this  matter;  he  was  not  likely 
ever  to  be  again  Secretary  of  the  Poor 
Law  Board,  but  be  had  this  advantage,  at 
least,  over  his  hon.  Friend,  that  he  knew 
from  experience  what  he  was  speaking  of, 
what  work  had  to  be  done  in  the  Office, 
and  he  believed  that  if  the  House  knew  as 
well  as  he  did  the  amount  of  that  work  the/ 
would  not  (hink  that  the  office  of  Secretary 
to  the  Board  ought  to  be  abolished. 

Mb.  LTALL  said,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Committee  to  which  allosion  bad  been 
made  that  evening,  and  the  qaeation  had 
been  disenaaed  whether  the  Parliamentary 
seat  of  the  President  of  the  Poor  Law 
Board  should  be  confined  tq^he  House  of 
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GommoDS.  That  propotition  was,  however, 
negativedt  and  it  then  followed  as  a  matter 
of  o6urM  that  there  afaould  be  a  Farlia- 
tDentary  Svcretarj  ;  otherwise,  if  the  Pre- 
udent  nappaiked  to  be  io  the  oUier  Hoiu^ 
thwe  weald  be  no  one  in  the  House  of 
Ooittnioni  to  Muwer  qaestione  eonneoted 
with  the  administration  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

VisoODHT  PALMBRSTON :  I  think  the 
question  at  issue  scareely  admits  of  argu- 
ment after  the  able  statement  of  mj  right 
hon.  Friend  near  me  (Mr.  C.  P.  Villiers). 
I  wish,  howoTer,  the  House  to  conuder 
what  is  the  tendeno;  and  what  would  be 
the  probable  effect  of  the  liotion  of  the 
hon.  Heuber  for  Truro.  He  says  the  Oo> 
veroment  is  too  strong  in  this  House  ;  hut 
»  very  diffiurent  opinion  has  more  than  once 
been  exfuvsaed  by  many  hon.  Members. 
I  have  beard  eomplwits  made  that  the 
different  Pepartments  an  not  snffioiently 
represented  here,  in  order,  lue  to  faee  with 
the  House  of  Commons  to  enlain  and  ao- 
eouot  for  the  conduct  of  those  Departments. 
We  were  told  last  year  that  there  ware  too 
many  of  the  representatives  of  some  of  the 
great  Deparments  of  the  public  service  in 
the  HoDte  of  Lords,  and  that  it  was  a 
eoBBtitutional  principle  that  this  Hense 
should  have  in  it  Members  of  ^1  the 
Bzeoutive  offices  of  the  State,  in  order  that 
foil  information  with  respect  to  thun 
might  be  pnn  to  hon.  Membem  wben  tbey 
required  it.  and  defence  and  explanation 
offered  for  conduct  that  mi^t  be  impugned. 
Uy  right  hon.  Friend  has  stated  that  his 
mblio  duties  elsewhere  might  iatn'fore 
from  time  to  time  wtth  fais  Imi^  present 
here,  and  if  there  were  no  ParimnMntary 
Beeretary  there  would  tb«  be  no  person 
to  famish  that  information.  As  to  the 
opinioD  of  ny  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Augnstoa 
Smith)  that  the  Office  is  a  sinecure,  I  think 
that  the  statement  of  my  right  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  C.  P.  Villiers),  eon6rmed  by  that  of 
my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  GiljHn),  who  lately 
filled  Ihe  office  of  Pariianentary  Secretary, 
and  whose  valoeble  nssistanoe  1  regret  to 
say  we  have  lost,  eonwletd^  discloses  of 
the  all^tion  thtA  the  (iffiec  is  a  smeenre. 
There  is  no  more  reason,  in  my  opinion, 
why  diie  Secretaryship  should  bp  abolished 
than  that  eomweted  with  any  other  of  tbe 
public  D^HH^menta,  and  I  do  hope  that  as 
the  Office  is  neeesaaiy  to  the  proper  work- 
ing of  anr  eystem  of  Paiiiameatarf  reopon- 
■ibility  the  Honse  will  not  aessJe,  en  what 
I  eannot  help  thinking  insnffieieat  grounds, 
to  the  Motion  of  my  ham,  FMeod. 


Sib  henry  WILLOUGHBY  oould 
not  see  why  the  Poor  Law  Board  should 
hare  two  representatives  in  that  Honae, 
and  the  Department  of  Wooda  and  Forests 
not  one.  A  Committee  of  thnt  House  had 
reeommended  that  there  should  not  be  a 
seeond  representatiTO  of  tbe  Poor  Lav 
Board  io  that  Hovse,  and  he  thought  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
ought  to  have  taken  that  opportunity 
of  correcting — without  any  change  in  the 
number  of  office-holders  in  Parliament— 
the  anomaly  of  ^e  double  representation  of 
the  Poor  Law  Board  and  of  no  represMta- 
tion  of  the  Woods  and  Forests.  He  wi^ed 
to  see  all  Departments  represented. 

Mr.  NBWDEGATE  said,  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet the  Member  for  Evesham  had  over- 
looked this  fact,  tiiat  the  Poor  Iaw  Board 
was  a  body  controlling  the  free  action  of 
tbe  ratepayers  and  magisb'ates  throughont 
the  United  Kingdom,  and,  therefore,  oonM 
not  be  said  to  form  part  ef  the  general 
representation  of  the  kingdom,  whereas  tbe 
Woods  and  Forests  had  to  pwform  duties 
of  a  purely  economical  character.  This 
made  it  doubly  important  that  an  official 
from  that  Department  should  always  be 
present  in  the  House  to  answer  questions. 

Mr.  AUGUSTUS  SMITH  complained 
that  he  had  been  entirely  misrepresented  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  G.  P.  Vil- 
liers), and  explained  that  he  did  not  objeet 
to  the  representation  of  the  Poor  Lnw 
Board  in  that  House,  but  he  did  eom- 
plain  that  it  should  be  represented 
two  Mrasbers  j  what  be  oppoaed  waa  sn- 
perflnous  representation,  and  in  his  omnion 
one  offieer  would  be  ^te  snffieient. 
In  the  case  of  other  offioes  whieh  had  a 
double  r^rssentatien,  one  representative 
sat  in  the  other  House  of  Parliament.  At 
present  it  was  mere  largely  represented 
than  any  other  public  Depurtment  of  tbe 
Executive. 

Question  put. 

The  House  dtvtiMi.*— Ayes  17 1  Noes 
193:  Uiyorityl76. 

UNION  CHAHGEABILITT  BILL. 

[bill  31.]     LEATB.     mST  BEADtHO. 

Mb.  G.  p.  VILLIERS :  Sir,  I  rise  te 
ask  leave  to  introduce  the  Bill  of  which  I 
have  given  notioe,  the  porpert  of  whieh  ia 
properly  deseribed  in  the  terms  of  that 
notioe  aa  a  Bill  to  Mwride  for  the  better 
distribution  of  the  MiaKe  for  the  relief  «f 
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the  Amendment  which  (ha  Oorernment  in- 
tend to  propoM  in  that  braneh  of  the  law 
whieh  aflbflts  the  eettlement  and  remeval 
of  the  poor,  Oreater  purposes  hare  been 
aseribed  to  their  intention  in  another  place, 
and  it  has  been  sappoMd  that  the  object  of 
this  Bill  would  be  to  abolish  at  once  the 
laws  of  settlement  and  removal.  That  was, 
howerer,  a  gratuitous  assumption,  and  was 
not  made  upon  the  authority  of  any  Uem- 
ber  of  the  GoTemment.  1  am  not  ignorant 
of  the  evils  of  the  law  of  settlement  and 
removal,  bat  I  am  also  aware  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  dealinft  with  that  subject.  When  I 
entered  the  Office  of  tlie  Poor  Law  Board 
I  was  no  stranger  to  the  operation  of  the 
Poor  Laws,  either  as  they  existed  before 
the  Amendment  made  in  1834  or  eiuoe 
tiie  paaiing  of  that  Act.  I  was  assoeiated 
with  the  great  inqeiry  that  tooh  plaee  in 
1832.  and  I  belicTe  that  there  has  not 
been  ainee  that  time  one  tmpoitant  inquiry 
into  tile  operation  of  the  Poor  Law  in  tiiis 
Honsa  on  whieh  I  have  net  sat.  I  am, 
therefore,  acquainted  with  the  operation  of 
the  laws  of  settlement  and  removal,  and 
also,  as  I  have  said,  with  the  great  diffi- 
eultiee  of  dealing  with  that  snbject.  1  cer- 
tainly received  an  impression  during  those 
iequiries  whioh  I  have  never  seen  reason  to 
change;  which  was,  that  the  abuses,  mis- 
management, and  malpractices  which  the 
inquiry  disdosed  were,  more  or  less,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  to  be  attributed  to  the 
operation  of  the  lawi  of  settlement  end 
removaU  The  system  of  settlement,  as  the 
House  knows,  was  a  device  of  the  17th 
eontury,  that  east  the  b«rden  of  the  sup- 
port of  the  deetitnte  poor  upon  the  realised 
property  ^  the  oountry.  Having  operated 
for  a  length  of  time  with  great  injustice 
and  very  capriciously,  the  remedy  was  de- 
vised of  conferring  upon  the  parochial  divi- 
sions of  the  country  the  power  in  certain 
eases  of  removing  the  poor  that  sought  re- 
lief and  had  become  settled  in  those  divi- 
nons.  The  right  ofclaiming  relief  was  given 
to  the  poor  in  the  district  where  they  be- 
eame  destitute,  and  the  remedy  was  given 
to  the  owners  of  property  there,  subject 
to  the  conditions  of  law,  to  remove  these 
elaimants  to  some  other  district.  The  first 
enaetment  on  this  subject  was  passed  in 
the  reign  of  Elisabeth,  and  the  second  in 
the  time  of  Charles  II.,  and  the  parochial 
divisions  having  been  extended  to  all  the 
townships,  and  being  altogether  of  the 
number  of  about  15,000,  the  practical 
operation  of  the  law  <tf  settlement  and 
reneral  has  beea  for  two  eenturies  to 


array  the  arbitrary  divisions  Of  the  eoan- 
try  in  acUva  hostility  to  each  other  upoti  khia 
matter,  each  being  obliged  by  law  to  bear 
a  burden,  without  referenee  to  its  extent 
or  to  the  ability  to  bear  it,  and  each  hav- 
ing the  right,  subject  to  oerttdu  conditions, 
of  casting  the  burden  on  its  neighbours. 
That  is  the  history  —  or,  at  least,  the 
eharaoter — of  the  Poor  Law  for  two  oen- 
tunes — 15,000  arbitrary  divisions  saddled 
with  the  burden  of  relieving  the  poor  with- 
in its  own  limits,  and  each  trying  to  east  its 
burden  upon  the  other  without  the  slightest 
reference  to  the  interest,  tiie  morals,  or 
the  well-being  of  the  poor  in  any  respect. 
We  know  in  this  House  what  has  been  the 
result  of  that  system.  The  statute-book 
has  been  mcumbered  with  every  variety  of 
enaetment  to  mitigate  the  misehief  and 
correct  the  errors  ttf  the  system'.  Evwy 
one  who  is  familiar  with  the  proceedings  of 
oourts  of  jnstiee  is  aware  that  the  Law  of 
Settlemeot  and  Removal  has  been  the 
fertile  source  of  litigation,  expense,  and 
discontent.  It  would  have  been  well  if 
the  evils  of  the  system  ended  there,  but 
we  know  what  irritati&n,  discontent,  and 
disaffection  among  the  poor  themselves 
have  been  occasioned  by  the  schemes  and 
devices  invented  by  the  parochial  autho- 
rities in  order  to  escape  from  their  burdens. 
What  might  be  called  a  climax,  indeed, 
in  the  system  was  reached,  as  it  were,  in 
our  own  time.  In  1830  this  result  mani- 
fested itself  in  something  like  a  servile 
insurrection,  the  like  of  which  had  not 
occerred  for  five  eentnries  before  in  this 
eountry.  There  are  many  persons  still  liv- 
ing who  rmember  the  terror  whieh  for  the 
moment  was  produced  by  the  riots  and 
disturbances  in  the  agricultural  districts, 
and  how  universally  they  were  aeoribed  to 
the  long-oonttnned  maladministration  of  the 
Poor  Laws.  There  was,  perhaps,  one  re- 
deeming circumstance  in  these  events— 
namely,  that  they  seemed  to  hare  first 
thuvughly  awakened  the  State  to  the' 
great  importance  of  that  policy  that  pro- 
vides for  the  wants  of  the  poor  by  a  cob>- 
pulsory  system  of  relief.  These  events 
seemed  to  have  impressed  the  Government 
with  the  neceasitj  of  some  okwer  relation- 
ship of  the  State  with  the  reaporaibility  of 
a  proper  applieation  of  this  few.  It  was  a 
qvestioB,  before  that  time,  among  philui- 
tnropists  and  philosophers,  whether  a 
tern  of  e<HttpulBOTy  charity  could  be  an 
advantage  to  society,  or  to  the  poor,  and 
whether  it  was  not  dangerous  to  property. 
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fettled  oooTiction  that  thia  u  a  matter  of 
lound  polio;,  and  that  in  a  densely  peopled 
oountrjr  like  this  there  must  always  be  a 
great  number  of  persons  who,  from  a  va- 
riety of  oircamstances  —  from  sickness, 
infirmity,  and  bad  habits  of  life — most  be 
in  danger  of  experiencing  the  extreme 
consequences  of  want,  and  that  onr  present 
system  of  compnlsoTr  relief  is  deemed  a 
matter  no  less  of  wisdom  than  of  humanity. 
These  riews  led  to  the  appointment  of  the 
great  Commission  of  Inquiry  of  1832,  com- 
posed of  many  of  the  ablest  men  in  the 
kingdom,  assisted  by  gentlemen  who  went 
into  every  part  of  the  country,  and  made 
the  fullest  and  most  searching  inquiry  into 
the  operation  of  a  Poor  Law,  whien  had 
endured  for  upwards  of  tvo  centuries  and 
had  produced  sueh  disaatrous  effeeta.  1 
may  here  aay  with  eonfidenee  that  the 
first  eonelusion  to  which  all  the  Coromis- 
■ioners  came  was  that  the  parochial  system 
had  utterly  broken  down  and  failed,  and 
that  with  such  capricious  and  arbitrary 
divisions  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  an 
anthority  equal  to  the  difficult  and  delicate 
task  of  distributing  public  relief  to  the 
poor.  The  foremost  remedy  determined 
upon  then,  was  to  extend  the  area  of  relief, 
and  to  aeoomplish  this  by  a  system  of  com- 
bination or  union  of  parishes,  each  to  be 
represented  at  a  Board.  The  extension 
of  the  area  and  ereation  of  the  Board  was 
not  objected  to,  because  the  principle  of 
represeutation,  those  who  contributed  to 
the  rates,  was  reoogaised  iu  the  eouadtn- 
tion  of  the  Board.  A  home  was  then 
established  for  the  maintenance  of  those 
who  were  relieved  within,  and  officers  of  the 
union  were  appointed  to  distribute  the  relief 
to  those  who  were  to  be  relieved  without. 
The  next  Amendment  necessary  was  to 
establish  such  a  system  of  supervision  that 
would  effectually  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
all  the  great  irregularities  that  had  existed 
throughout  the  country.  A  central  autho- 
rity was  required  that  might  gather 
experience  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
enabling  them  to  frame  rules  and  regula- 
tions that  thej  might  then  prescribe  to  the 
local  hoards,  and  thua  leenre  uniformity 
and  tomething  like  %  wbe  and  proper 
administration  of  the  lav.  That  was 
effected,  and  a  great  improvement  was 
accomplished  by  the  system  that  was  thus 
established  in  aceordiince  with  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Commiaeloners. 
Bute  and  method  took  the  place  of  confusion 
and  disorder.  The  administration  of  relief 
to  the  poor  was  taken  out  of  the  haiula 
Jfr.  C.  P.  ViSUm 


of  ignorant,  illiterate,  and  irresponrible 
men,  and  placed  in  those  selected  for  th«r 
competency,  and  many  of  the  misehierous 
practices  were  put  an  end  to  that  had 
prevailed  throughout  the  country,  and  had 
been  at  the  root  of  much  of  the  riot  and 
disaffection  to  which  I  have  referred. 
The  Commissioners,  however,  at  that  time, 
were  not  satisfied  with  what  they  had 
accomplished,  because  they  had  not  com- 
pleted the  system  which  they  had  in  view, 
in  the  changes  they  proposed.  The  prin- 
ciple of  their  system  was  based  on  the 
failure  of  the  parochial  system,  and  theyeon- 
sidered  that  if  those  arbitrary  areas  were 
still  left  with  power  that  many  of  the 
objectionable  features  of  the  former 
syatem  would  re-a^pear.  But  at  that 
time  there  was  eonsiderable  alarm  among 
the  influential  ntepayers,  who  were  afrud 
of  having  to  contribute  a  greater  share  of 
the  burden  than  they  had  had  formerly. 
These  persons  were  fully  represented  in 
Parliament,  and  they  succeeded  in  pre- 
venting the  Commissioners  carrying  out 
the  plan  they  had  in  view,  which  was  to 
do  away  with  the  parochial  liablity  for 
maintaining  the  poor,  and  to  have  Union 
administration  and  Union  chargeahility 
commensurate.  I  well  reeollect  the  dis- 
appointment  of  the  Commissioners  at  being 
unable  to  carry  out  the  principle  to  this 
extent ;  and  the  faet  that  the  new  Poor 
Law,  although  it  haa  been  attended  with 
many  advantageSf  has  not  succeeded  to 
the  extent  its  great  advocates  expected,  is 
doohUflss  much  to  be  ascribed  to  tiie  failure 
of  the  Commissioners  in  this  respect.  To 
this  circumstance  are  owing  many  of  the 
malpractices  and  measnres  adopted  by 
parishes  for  reducing  their  liability,  such 
as  that  of  driving  the  poor  from  their  own 
into  adjoining  parishes,  and  the  many  evil 
results  of  that  system,  and  whioh  fall  upon 
the  poor  in  consequence.  These  hare  been 
frequently  the  subject  of  complaint  both  in 
this  House  and  in  the  columns  of  the 
press,  and  it  is  known  that  many  parishes 
have  been  overburdened  with  poor  driven 
there  by  others  to  esoape  their  fair  share 
of  the  burden.  This  is  owing  to  the  p4- 
roehial  ehargeaUIity  having  hem  continued 
in  deference  to  the  opinions  and  interests 
of  persons  in  this  House.  I  doubt,  indeed, 
if  anything  wonld  have  changed  the  sys- 
tem, but  for  what  may  be  considered  to 
have  been  accidental,  which  led  to  important 
alterations,  and  I  trust  will  form  the  ground 
for  still  further  improvement.  This  was 
in  1846.  when  t^M^^^y^Qj^^tjgJ^ 
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heniioni  that  the  landed  iDterest  might 
suffer  from  eban^e  in  our  eommeroial 
syttem,  and  in  reaisting  which,  many 
•tatements  wen  made  in  tiiis  Houae  as 
to  the  peculiar  liabilitiea  to  which  that 
doss  of  property  was  satgect.  Among 
those  liabiUties  were  partieulaiiied  the 
coDsequenoea  which  resulted  from  the 
system  of  the  removal  and  settlement  of  the 
poor.  It  was  stated  that  those  engaged  in 
trade  and  maDU&cture  induced  the  people 
to  leare  their  Tillages  when  trade  was 
brisk;  bat  when  the  trade  was  bad  the 
operatires  were  forthwith  removed  back 
to  their  parisbest  where  they  were  not  re- 
quired, and  the  burdeu  of  supporting  them 
was  thrown  upon  the  land.  The  matter 
was  then  much  diAoussed  in  this  Honse, 
and  among  sereral  other  compensations  that 
Sir  Robert  Feel  defised  for  the  relief  of 
die  landed  interest  a  perfectly  new  system 
was  proposed,  namely,  that  wherever  the 
poor  had  lired  for  fire  years  they  should 
not  be  renoTed  to  the  place  of  their  set* 
tlement.  This,  hoverer,  wu  not  felt  in 
practice  to  be  a  great  boon  to  the  landed 
mtnrest,  and,  in  mt,  the  parishes  generally 
throoghoQt  the  country  were  greatly  in- 
cumbered by  it.  The  overaeers,  acting 
in  the  full  belief  that  they  were  properly 
discharging  their  duty,  by  erery  possible 
derioe,  as  by  inducing  the  poor  prematurely 
to  accept  relief,  or  to  leave  the  pariah 
when  about  to  become  irremovable  in 
order  to  break  the  residence,  endeavoured 
more  lealoiuly  Uian  ever  to  get  rid  of 
their  poor  in  order  that  they  might 
go  before  the  expiration  of  their  five 
years'  residence.  Then  Ifr.  Bodkin, 
a  Uember  of  this  House,  proposed  that, 
inasmuoh  as  there  was  this  serious  aggra- 
vation of  the  charge  which  parishes  had  to 
bear,  that  the  charge  should  be  east  upon 
the  union  fund,  that  is  the  common  fund, 
which  had  always  been  collected  from  the 
parishes  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
their  panpers,  and  distinct  from  the  several 
parochial  funds  which  were  only  applicable 
to  the  relief  of  their  settled  poor.  But  the 
instant  tbis  was  put  upon  the  union  fund 
the  parishes  having  always  been  charged 
to  tbis  fund,  accoraing  to  the  number  of 
their  own  poor,  said,  '*  We  submitted  to 
this  regulation  i  but  when  you  put  other 
charges  upon  that  eommon  fund  than 
those  whieh  relate  to  our  own  poor,  it  is  a 
hardship  to  charge  us  upon  that  principle, 
for,  by  this  means,  those  who  nave  no 
poor  at  all  are  entirely  exempt."  When  I 
entered  upon  my  present  office,  I  became 


Cburman  of  a  Committee  which  had  sat  for 
two  years,  and  I  found  the  evidence  over- 
wheuning  as  to  the  extreme  injustice  of 
charging  parishes  according  to  the  number 
of  their  poor,  and  relieving  those  parishes 
that  had  no  poor  altogether  from  contri- 
buting to  the  establishment  charges,  whieh 
waa  ue  case  before  the  new  system  of  ir* 
removable  poor  not  settled  in  the  Union  at 
all  was  adopted.  This  Committee  then 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  tiie  whole 
system  was  faulty,  and  declared  that  the 
area  of  rating  ought  to  be  extended  to 
the  Union,  that  the  whole  cost  for  the 
poor  in  each  Union  should  be  chargeable 
on  the  common  fund  of  the  Union,  that  the 
establishment  charges  should  be  defrayed 
by  the  parishes  in  proportion  to  the  valua- 
tion of  their  property,  and  not  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  their  poor,  and  that  no 
person  should  be  removed  who  had  resided 
three  years  in  the  parish.  This  was  a 
sort  of  revolution  in  the  whole  system  of 
rating  the  property,  and  of  relievmg  the 
poor  of  the  parish,  and  the  Hoase  then, 
much  to  its  honour,  carried  a  Bill.  intro> 
doced  for  the  purpose  giving  effect  to 
this  Resolution,  whereby  every  person 
who  has  lived  in  a  parish  for  three  years, 
without  any  other  qualification,  becomes 
irremovable,  and  his  maintenance  is  to 
be  provided  for  out  of  the  union  fund,  to 
be  contributed  towards  by  everybody  ac- 
cording to  the  value  of  his  property. 
This  is  a  very  important  change,  effected 
three  years  ago,  and  which  has  been  at- 
tended with  such  remarkable  results  so 
satisfactory  indeed  in  their  nature,  as  I 
think  now  justify  me  in  asking  the  House 
to  make  a  farther  advance  and  another 
chance  in  the  same  direction.  The  general 
idea  IS,  that  if  yon  do  away  with  the  Law 
of  Remonl  particular  districts  would  be 
overwhelmed  with  paupers,  and  property 
would  be  consumed  by  the  rates.  But 
what  has  really  been  the  result  of  tbis  ex- 
periment so  far  OS  it  has  gone  ?  The  re- 
Bulta  are,  that  the  number  of  removals  has 
decreased  greatly,  the  number  of  irremov- 
able paupers  has  largely  increased,  and  the 
common  fund,  now  subject  to  the  control 
of  the  guardians,  has  been  greatly  aug- 
mented. The  House,  therefore,  has  an 
opportunity  of  cousidoring  how  far  the 
objections  which  have  been  taken  to  the 

Snnciple  of  Union  ofaargeability  are  jnat 
To  one  will  nj— even  of  those  who  con- 
tend it  is  Deceuan  — but  that  the  re- 
moval of  the  poor  is  a  verj,«oat  evil — 
these,  then,  have  didiiiiabedy  Una^gte 


475       Vmm  Ch^mimy       f  COUUONSl  Sm~Lm*,  4Tf 


number  of  poor  remoTed  was  16,546,  at  a 
cost  of  £21.500;  in  1863»  the  year  after 
this  Bill  was  pasaed,  making  them  irre- 
morable  after  three  yeart*  reiidenee,  the 
number  of  remoTala  had  fallen  to  13.601, 
at  a  cost  of  £18,717-  Of  ooune  the  paia> 
ing  of  the  Bill  led  to  an  inereaie  in  the 
number  of  irremorable  poor,  but  one  would 
hardly  have  been  prepared  to  find  that 
while  in  1861,  the  year  before  the  Act 
passed,  the  cost  of  irremorable  paupers 
waa  only  £852,372  it  had  inereased  ia 
1893.  the  year  after  the  Act  passed,  to 
£1.413,610.  ud  in  1864  to  £1.433.990. 
There  is  one  branch  of  thii  sulgect  which 
reeeired  mnoh  attention  from  my  predeces- 
sor. Mr.  Baines — namely,  the  removal  of 
the  Irish  poor.  He  was  under  much  ap- 
prehension on  this  point — indeed,  be  was 
Bo  little  prepared  to  deal  with  it,  that  be 
left  out  the  Irish  altogether,  in  a  measure 
he  had  proposed  on  this  subjeot  in  the  year 
1854.  In  proposing  the  Three  Tears*  Re- 
sidenee  Bill,  I  did  not  omit  then,  but  pro- 
Tided  for  all  i^ike  becoming  irremovable,  and 
required  that  if  they  were  reinored,  that  it 
•honid  be  done  with  hamanity  and  care,  not 
distinguishing  between  Irish  and  other  re- 
morabte  paupers.  In  theyear  Ur.  Baines 
propoiedhUBill— 1854— there  werei6.047 
Irish  remorals,  and  in  die  year  1857-8. 
10,308,  while  in  the  year  after  the  Three 
Tears'  Residence  BiU  was  passed,  there 
were  only  1,212.  The  Irish  reroovals  from 
Ltverpeol  alone,  a  great  place  for  this  class 
of  remoTsIs,  were  in  1656,  the  last  year 
we  have  had  any  account  of  them,  5,043. 
Last  year  there  was  not  one,  and  the  year 
before  the  nnmber  was  very  small  indeed 
—I  understand  something  under  twenty. 
And  I  ask.  if  any  one  supposes  that  if  these 
1.212  Irish  paupers  had  not  beeoremoTed 
in  the  year  1863,  any  evil  would  hare 
followed  from  it  ?  But  there  is  a  general 
apprehension  that  if  the  guardians  were 
allowed  to  apply  the  relief  for  the  poor 
from  so  ganeral  a  fund  aa  the  common  or 
Union  fund,  they  wodd  be  lax  in  ita  admi- 
nistration, and  relief  would  be  girea  india- 
criminatciy.  Well,  we  hare aome  means  of 
judging  of  (hat  from  what  has  already  oc- 
curred. The  total  expenditure  for  relief  in 
unions  for  the  year  ending  Ladyday  1864, 
was  £4,835,953,  of  which  £2,468.508,  or 
51  per  cent  was  charged  to  the  common 
fund.  Therefore  the  guardians  hare  been 
administering  during  the  laat  year  out  of 
this  fund  half  of  the  whole  aura  raised  fvr 
the  relief  ef  the  poor.  I  ask  wbetber  there 
are  My  pmona  in  tbia  Honao  eonrenant 


with  tho  administration  of  the  law  who 
hare  ever  heard  of  any  evils  or  misofalcfa 
that  bare  arisen  from  the  application  of 
the  fnnds  from  this  partioular  sonrea.  I 
have  made  partioular  inquiry  upon  thia 
point  among  persons  of  eiperienoe.  and 
nave  directed  the  Inspectors  to  do  the 
same,  and  the  answer  has  always  been 
thtft  there  has  been  no  more  laxity  in 
administering  this  fond  than  the  other 
whatever  \  the  only  thing  ia  that  at  pra- 
aent  there  are  two  olaasea  of  paopera 
who  come  before  the  guardians— one  oIbh 
who  are  to  be  relieved  from  the  nnioB  and 
the  ether  from  the  parochial  fnnd,  and 
there  ia  a  great  temptatiim  to  them  to  be 
more  strict  with  regard  to  their  own  fi»d 
than  that  of  the  uniAn.  But  that  is  an 
evil  which  can  be  remedied,  and  whioh 
will  at  onoe  be  cured  by  the  operation 
of  the  Bill  I  am  proposing.  But  there 
is  eridenee  of  a  general  kind  with  respect 
to  this  expenditure  for  the  irremovable 
poor  which  is  calculated  to  allay  alamu 
on  the  ground  of  profusenesa  on  the  put 
of  thegnardisns.  In  1855.  wh^  Aeeipen- 
diture  for  the  irremovable  poor  was  only 
£793,648,  the  total  cost  of  relief  per  head 
was  4s.  lid.  upon  the  population;  whereaa 
in  1864,  when  the  cxpenditDre  had  in- 
creased to  £1.433.990.  the  ratio  per  head 
waa  only  A».  whieh  waa  aetoally  leea. 
therefore,  althengb  the  expenditure  iw  the 
irremovable  poor  waa  very  much  more.  I 
ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to  these 
results,  because  it  ia  the  main  point  in 
the  diseussion  aa  to  carrying  out  this 
system  farther.  I  say,  Uien,  there  is 
no  proof  iriiaterer  that  upon  economieal 
grounds  there  is  any  danger  in  casting  the 
relief  of  the  poor  upon  the  general  fund, 
or  that  danger  will  arise  from  the  careless- 
ness of  guardians.  We  know  they  are 
particularly  careful — some  people  say,  too 
i^g><l»  ft  great  deal  — when  Uiey  have  to 
provide  for  aalariea  or  ehargea  which  fall 
upon  the  general  fund.  The  queation. 
therefore,  ia.  whether  theee  eonsideratione 
should  not  lead  you  to  carry  the  princiide 
which  you  have  already  adopted  atiU  fur- 
ther, so  as  farther  to  diminish  the  number 
of  the  removable  poor,  to  allow  them  to 
circulate,  at  least,  freely  in  the  uaiOBS,  and 
prevent  them  from  being  carted  out  of 
places  to  whioh  they  are  attached  int« 
places  to  which  they  are  hardly  known. 
I  cannot  help  thinlung  that  moral  oon- 
siderationi  connected  with  this  anbjeet  will 
weigh  with  this  House.  The  enormous 
•tU  «f  caating  off  p^p  Jin^Q90g4^k 
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hk  whiob  Ihej  have  reeided  for  a  great  part 
of  their  lirea  because  tliey  become  charge- 
able should  hare  ao  end.  It  ia  imposaiole 
to  doubt  that  the  system  of  settlement  and 
the  calcalations  which  the  poor  and  their 
emplojers  make  on  this  subject,  and  the 
means  which  parisheB  dense  in  order  to 
OMM^  from  Vbm  liability  of  lapporting 
the  poor,  produce  the  most  injariooa  Te- 
suits  upon  Uieir  conduct  and  oharaeter. 
We  have  very  high  authority  also  for  tra- 
oiDg  to  this  source  the  lamentable  want  of 
cottage  accommodation  that  still  exists  in 
the  rural  districts.  I  remember  hearing 
my  late  distiDguisbed  relative,  Sir  Qeor^e 
Lewis,  in  his  evidence  before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Settlement  and  Poor  BemOTsl  in 
1847,  speak  thus— 

"  Ose  of  tbe  priaoipal  effects  of  the  law  of 
(Parochial)  Settlement  is  on  the  building  of  oot. 
tsgea,  and  that  effect  it  has  exerelsed  ever  tince 
its  first  Introdnotion.  I  oonld  refer  tbe  Oom- 
mittee  ena  to  pages  in  ArAiur  Toimd't  Lettert, 
in  whiah  Its  deplorea  tbe  efl^  of  the  Settlement 
Law  as  leading  to  (he  demolition  of  oottages." 

And  Ur.  Bainee  said  in  this  House  ten 
yean  ago,  when  introducing  bis  Bill  on 
the  10th  of  Pebruarj,  1854— 

"  It  ii  with  regard  to  the  reudenoe  of  the  la* 
bouring  oluMi  that  the  law  ia  prodocttre  of  the 
moet  eruA  Itardship  of  ail.  .  .  .  Many  re- 
^estalrfs  witnesns  exaadned  Mtee  the  Commit- 
tee  of  1M7,  and  before  the  Motlemen  appointed 
hj  the  Poor  Imw  BMrd  io  1S48,  give  numerou 
instanoes,  within  tlieir  own  knowledge,  of  la- 
bonrm  having  to  walk  aevetal  miles  to  work 
every  ntotning,  and  u  &r  home  every  night. 

.  .  .  The  labour  whudi  the  fiumer  tbus  pro- 
owei  is  deteriorated  in  valne,  and  the  op»  psnsh 
in  whioh  he  (the  labonrer)  dwells  is  often  m  orer- 
erowded  wiet  labooren  driven  into  it  from  the 
neiritboaringelost  pariiliea  tliat  the  greateitevili, 
sooUl,  unitary,  and  moral,  are  found  to  be  the 
result." 

Let  not  people  say  this  was  ten  years  ago, 
and  tliat  the  evils  of  the  system  are  at  an 
•od.  The  evils  still  exist,  and  will  oontinoe 
to  exist  as  long  as  the  pow«r,  the  interest, 
and  the  same  motires  for  getting  rid  of  the 
poor  also  exist;  evils  that  are  de|4orabIe 
on  social,  sanitary,  and 'moral  grounds.  I 
do  not  intend  to  give  the  House  the  pain  of 
listening  to  the  details  of  the  miscliiefs 
which  I  hold  io  my  band,  becanse  I 
trnst  that  bon.  Gentlemen  are  inclined  to 

f've  a  fair  ooasideraUou  to  my  propoeal. 
will  not  state  at  present  what  I  -could 
state  on  this  subject,  and  that  from  very 
recent  reports.  I  may  refer,  however,  te 
what  is  t«  be  fenad  m  the  Census  Kb- 
turns,  whidh  would  lead  to  the  eonoloston 
that  the  dwelliMB  for  the  poor  an  being 
reduced.   I  find  in  the  Censes  Retoras 


that  In  821  agricnltnral  parishes  in  Bng- 
land  thwe  has  been  between  1851  and 
1861  a  decrease  of  houses  accompanied 
with  an  increase  of  population.  The  total 
decrease  of  houses  in  these  agricnlttwal 
parishes  within  these  ten  years  has  been 
3,118,  while  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  persona  has  been  16,497.  These  doeo- 
ments,  1  believe,  famish  proof  of  the  oon- 
tinnanee  ci  the  evils  wbieh  have  bem 
remarked  upon  long  sinee  and  lunented 
by  the  highest  anthorities.  Looking, 
therefore,  to  the  advantage  which  baa 
been  derived  ftxmi  some  modifioation  of  the 
system  of  settlement  and  removal  within 
the  last  three  years,  I  will  now  ask  the 
House  to  allow  me  to  introduce  a  for 
carrying  still  further  the  better  principle 
which  will,  1  believe,  remove  many  exist> 
ing  evils,  which  will  be  of  great  benefit  to 
the  poor,  and  will  not  impose  any  fresh 
burden  or  entail  any  hardship  upon  pro- 
perty. It  is  with  these  objects  that  I 
propose  that  the  union  fund  shall  in  future 
be  made  available  for  the  nuuntenanee  of 
all  the  poor  within  tiie  onion.  I  propeae 
to  extend  tbe  area  ef  charge  from  tbe 
parish  to  Ae  union — and  thus  to  make  the 
charge  oommenaurate  with  tbe  adminis- 
tration. When  we  have  already  proof 
that  51  per  cent  of  that  which  is  charged 
upon  the  union  ^nd  is  now  wisely  ad* 
ministered  by  tbe  guardians,  and  have  no 
proof  of  an;  evil,  but  rather  of  a  mitigation 
of  many  evils,  that  have  existed,  I  come 
forward  on  strong  grounds  to  recommend 
the  extension  of  a  system  which  this  Par* 
liament  has  already  suietioned.  The  Bill 
will  be  a  very  simple  and  short  one,  be* 
caase  all  that  is  necesaaryis  to  repMl  a 
clause  in  the  Act  4  &  5  Will.  IV.,  called 
tbe  New  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  which 
provides  for  the  retention  of  the  paroehi^ 
system  of  settlement.  Tbe  Bill  will  oast 
the  poor  upon  the  general  fund  ;  and,  what 
is  extremdy  important,  will  iransfor  tiie 
power  of  removal  from  ^  orerseera  to 
the  guardians.  These  are  the  two  princi- 
pal features  «f  the  measure  whioh  I  now 
propose.  One  of  its  effects  would  be  at 
once  the  cessation  of  all  removal  between 
parish  and  parish  in  the  same  union. 
And  then,  according  to  tbe  opinion  and 
experience  of  the  most  competent  authori- 
ties, removals  would  at  least  fall  off  one- 
half  between  union  and  nnioo.  An  over- 
seer may  be,  and  often  is,  unedacated, 
incompetent,  and  almost  irresponsible;  bat 
he  bobevee  it  to  be  bis  duty  vjup  be  finds 
a  man  in  a  pariah  nott^iUflfk^'^t^f^lt 
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to  do  all  in  hiB  power  to  shift  and  Bfaaffle 
him  off  elsewhere,  and  for  this  purpose  he 
will  take  long  joumejs  all  over  the  country 
at  the  expense  of  his  parish.  But  every- 
body who  knows  anything  of  the  guardiaos 
know  that  they  proTerbially  shrink  from 
all  the  expense  and  litigation  and  trouble 
that  anse  on  questions  of  settlement. 
1  am  very  glad  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity  of  referring  to  the  experience  of 
tiie  working,  in  a  particular  case,  of  the 
system  whioh  I  now  ask  the  House  to 
HDotioii.  The  Hoase  naturally  proceeds 
with  caodoQ  in  aaeh  matters,  and  it  is  well 
to  refer  to  experienee  in  ordw  to  ascertain 
what  is  likely  to  follow  from  the  oouree 
which  I  propose.  I  should  obsenre  that 
the  promoters  of  the  New  Poor  Law  being 
disappointed  in  not  being  able  to  accom- 
plish what  they  intended  to  be  the  general 
law,  inserted  in  that  Aet  a  prorisioD 
by  whioh,  if  the  guardians  in  a  union  were 
nnanimous,  they  could  combine  to  unite 
all  the  parishes  of  a  union  so  as  to 
make  them  one  for  Poor  Law  purposes. 
As  might  hare  been  expected,  Uiere 
has  almost  invariably  been  some  one 
or  more  disseationt ;  but  there  is  one 
ease  in  which  uoauimity  was  found,  and 
the  system  has  been  in  operation  for  a 
sufiBcient  number  of  years  to  enable  us  to 
judge  of  its  results.  There  is  a  district 
in  Norfolk,  in  which  the  guardians  were 
unanimous,  and  tiiey  formed  themselves 
into  one  union,  sooh  as  I  propose  should 
be  formed  throughout  the  whole  country 
under  this  Bill.  And  now  on  the  point  of 
economy — as  to  whether  this  measure  is 
likely  to  increase  the  expenditure  for  Poor 
Law  purposes — I  shall  state  to  the  House 
what  has  been  the  result  in  the  Docking 
Union— the  one  to  which  I  am  referring, 
lu  the  three  years  which  preceded  the 
arrangemont  of  forming  the  sereral  parishes 
into  one  for  the  purposes  of  rating  and  set- 
tlement— ^namely,  tiie  years  1846,  1847, 
and  1848,  the  average  expenditure  on  relief 
was  £9,828;  in  the  three  years  1856, 
1857,  and  1858  it  was  only  £8,773,  show- 
ing a  decrease  of  £1,055,  or  10-73  per 
eeut.  In  the  seven  unions  nearest  to 
Docking  the  decrease  during  the  same 
period  was  only  1'82  per  cent.  But  I 
have  communicated  with  the  chairman  of 
the  Docking  Union  to  know  from  him 
whether  he  is  satisfied  with  the  results  of 
the  system.  The  following  are  the  ques- 
Uon  and  answer  on  this  point : — 

"  Whetlwr  after  fifteen  ysan  have  d^sed  siooe 
tbs  Dooking  VaSm  was  oMistttated  a  union  tar 
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settlement,  4o.,  I  and  my  oollsunM  have  any 
reason  to  regret  that  our  onioD  oas  been  thus 
ooostitoted  f — For  myself,  and  also  for  those  gnar- 
diana  with  whom  I  have  been  associated  maimy,  in 
oonduottng  the  weekly  busineM  of  the  anion,  I 
can  answer  that  we  have  disoovered  no  reaaon  to 
entertain  any  Ttgt9i  that  our  anion  has  been  oon- 
stitnted  oae  pi^sh ;  but,  on  the  eoatmjj  thai 
oar  united  experianoe  hat  reaalted  in  a  oon notion 
that  mnoh  baneflthai  been  derived  frnn  itsestsb- 
lishbient." 

Now,  a  good  many  people,  whether  sincere 
or  not  I  do  not  know,  say  that  under  the 
parochial  system  a  great  inducement  is 
given  to  ratepayers  to  employ  labourers, 
and  that  many  of  the  former  zealously  look 
out  for  labourers  who  are  not  exactly  able- 
bodied  and  give  thetn  employment,  and 
that  this  Inducement  would  be  taken  away 
under  the  union  system.  On  this  point  a 
question  was  put  to  the  ehairman  of  the 
Docking  Union,  and  here  it  is  with  the 
answer — 

"  Whether  seoond  rate,  or  partially  able-bodied, 
labourers  have  fiuled  to  find  employment,  because 
no  longer  directly  oliargeable  to  Uieir  reapeetlre 
puislies  f— I  believe  this  elass  of  labourers  now 
experience  less  diffienl^  in  floding  employment, 
as  they  have  less  repugnance  to  move  about  the 
union  in  search  of  work.  But  that  whioh  to  me 
seems  of  the  most  importance  and  the  most  ralu- 
able  result  of  this  measure  is  that  the  chatmcter 
of  the  able-bodied  laboarer  is  now  much  more 
q)preeiated  himself,  from  the  kaoiriedge  that 
there  exists  no  longer  any  relnotanoe  an  the  part 
of  employeffs  to  Aim  good  and  eonstaot  work  for 
a  good,  steady,  and  industrious  man,  owne  Irnn 
whaterer  parish  he  may  in  the  union,  an  taafiofvt 
having,  in  fiMit,  a  decided  preferenoe  for  sueh  a 
labourer,  to  one,  in  his  own  parish,  of  a  doi^tAiI 
character.'* 

It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that ;  but  there 
is  another  important  point  apon  which 
there  is  a  question  and  answer— 

"Whether  removal  by  orders  of  magistimtes 
have  been  fewer  * — As  a  consequence  of  our  pre- 
sent system,  removal  orders  from  one  parish  to 
another  in  the  Dookiog  Union  have  entirely  oeaaed, 
a  not  very  inoonaiderable  advantage  ;  and  I  be- 
lieve I  am  justified  (judnog  from  the  reports  of 
our  county  sessioos)  in  adding  that  removal  orders 
to  other  unions  hare  greatly  diminished,  from  tbe 
bat  ^t  the  guardians  are  now  more  ^rigUant  in 
investigating  siu  oases  of  donbtfiil  sattUiMnfe  era 
tb^  mn  hsMiiy  into  the  expenses  entailed  by  re- 
sorting to  a  eonrt  of  law." 

The  House  will  see  that  experience  in  the 
Docking  Union  literally  verifies  what  those 
who  bad  advocated  the  systems  of  uniting 
the  parishes  of  a  union  for  rating  and 
settlement  felt  must  be  the  result  of  its 
operation,  and  this  experience  of  fifteen 
years  is  a  very  strong  recommendation  of 
tbe  general  measure  whieh  Lnow  propose. 
I  sbonld  like  to  r^tll9t9!!@49d^l9>7 
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experienced  person  who  has  lately  written 
a  paper  on  this  tubjeot.  This  gentleman, 
Ur.  J.  L.  Foster,  is  the  editor  of  a  rerj 
widelj  eiraolated  ConBerrative  paper,  and 
an  old  goardian  of  the  York  Union,  which 
inelndes  a  number  of  agricaltural  parisbea. 
I  shall  read  one  extract  from  his  letter. 
He  Mjs — 

"  One  important  result  I  anticipate  from  the 
temnsfer  of  all  relief  to  tho  oommon  fuod  ;  it  will 
bare  a  tetideiicjr  to  obliterate  an;  apirit  of  selfish- 
ness in  those  who  are  intrusted  with  the  respon- 
sible duties  of  a  Poor  Paw  Guardian,  Thejr  will 
no  longer  ftel.  ai  some  men  poselblr  do,  that  their 
prinoipal  misuon  to  the  board  room  U  to  wateh 
the  partienlar  interests  of  their  own  parish,  and 
that  thejr  have  no  oonoem  in  the  geneisl  boiinesa 
of  the  anion.  There  will  be  no  longer  an  arena 
for  confiict  as  to  ohargeabilitj  between  one  pariah 
and  another.  The  attention  of  the  guardians  will 
be  directed  to  oonsider  the  necessities  of  the 
applicants  and  the  asaistanoe  which  their  cases 
require ;  to  superrise  the  general  businen  of  the 
nnion  and  the  oonduot  of  the  ofllcers.  To  fact, 
the;  will  hare  one  object  in  common." 

Conudering  that  there  is  evidence  of  this 
character  to  be  found  as  accessible  to  every 
one  as  it  is  to  me,  and  doabtless  familiar 
to  many  in  this  Honse,  I  can  hardly 
anUoipate  any  great  opposition  to  the  Intro- 
dootion,  nor,  indeed,  to  the  passing  of  this 
Bill.  In  a  case  like  this  there  will  be  oppo- 
sition, no  doubt,  as  there  most  be  some  dis- 
turbance of  existing  charges,  and  some  peo- 
ple may  hare  to  contribute  more  than  they 
hare  done,  but  I  cannot  suppose  that  will  be 
sufficient  to  prevent  Parliament  from  pass- 
ing a  Bill  having  useful  and  general  objects. 
The  measure  which  I  proposed  on  a  for- 
mer occasion  by  which  different  parishes 
were  made  to  contribute  to  the  union 
according  to  the  value  of  their  property, 
instead  of  the  number  of  th^r  poor,  and 
which  passed  by  a  large  majority  in  this 
House,  effiscted  a  far  greater  ehange  as 
regards  redistribntioQ  of  charge  than  the 
one  which  I  am  now  submitting  to  yonr 
consideration.  There  were  instances  of 
faon.  Members  who,  though  one  of  the 
^ects  of  that  measure  was  to  entail 
considerable  sacrifice  on  their  part,  and 
though  it  was  known  at  the  time  that 
such  would  be  one  of  its  effects,  admitted 
it  was  of  so  valuable  a  character  to  the 
poor  that  they  could  not  think  of  offering 
it  any  opposition  on  personal  or  inte- 
rested grounds.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Cheshire  stated,  I  think,  that  in  several  pa- 
rishes bis  interests  were  opposed  to  it, 
but  that,  knowing  it  would  be  of  such 
advantage  to  the  pour,  be  gave  it  lus  cordial 
YOL.  CIjXXYII.   [texbb  bkrxbb.] 


support.  When  it  was  brought  up  to  the 
other  House  it  was  introduced  by  my 
lamented  Friend  the  late  Duke  of  New- 
castle, whose  interests  were  directly  op- 
posed  to  it.  Seeing,  therefore,  the  success 
of  that  measure,  and  that  this  is  likely  to 
result  in  even  greater  advantage,  seeing 
the  numerous  evils  that  will  be  removed 
by  it,  seeing  what  benefits  it  may  confer 
upon  the  poor,  and  in  promoting  good  feel- 
ing between  labourer  and  employer,  be- 
tween tenant  and  landlord,  between  servant 
and  master,  by  removing  from  their  mind 
considerations  that  spring  out  of  the  pre- 
sent system,  I  feet  great  confidence  in 
asking  leave  of  this  House  to  bring  in  this 
Bill ;  and  with  perfect  confidence  in  this 
Parliament  and  this  House  I  now  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Molted,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  **  to  provide  for  the  better  Distribu- 
tion of  the  Relief  of  tiie  Poor  in  Unions." 
—{Mr.  a  P.  FtOter*.) 

Mb.  HENLEY  sud,  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of  ofibring  any  opposition  to  the  in- 
trodnction  of  tins  Bill ;  hut  the  right  hon. 
Qentlemaa  the  Freudent  of  die  Poor  Law 
Board,  m  the  last  portion  of  his  speech, 
had  touched  on  a  matter  respecting  which 
it  would  have  been  a  great  advantage  if 
he  had  afforded  some  information— namely, 
what  the  amount  of  the  shifting  of  burdens 
would  be.  It  would  be  very  desirable  be- 
fore they  came  to  decide  the  question  that 
he  should  give  the  House  that  information, 
for,  no  doubt,  it  was  in  bis  power  to  do 
BO.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  stated  that 
the  change  made  in  the  law  as  regarded 
the  removal  of  the  poor  was  one  made  in 
the  interest  of  the  landlords  on  the  repeal 
of  the  Corn  Laws.  Now,  that  great 
boon  to  the  poor  arose  oat  of  the  ter- 
rible distroH  resulting  from  the  sending 
back  from  the  manufacturing  distrlets  in 
1840,  1841,  and  1842,  of  great  masses  of 
people  who  had  gone  to  work  in  those 
districts.  That  was  the  foundation  of  the 
change.  It  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  Corn  Laws.  The  right  hon.  Oen- 
tleman  said,  also,  that  the  riots  of  1831 
and  1832  were  owing  to  the  settlement 
laws.  He  was  old  enough  to  remember 
them;  and,  living  as  he  did  in  the  middle  of 
England,  had  seen  something  of  them, 
ana  he  never  heard  them  attributed  to  that 
oourae  before.  There  was  great  distress  in 
the  country ;  the  changes  from  tbftgreat  mta 
irore  just  working  out);g|fef5%^Ml©g+^ 
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ill  the  curreaoy  alio ;  the  sgrionltural  in- 
terest died  hard,  and  the  repeal  of  the 
beer  datjr  do  doubt  hod  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  thetu.  The;  were  "swing"  riots, 
and  took  the  form  of  breaking  machinerj. 
But  though  he  was  in  them,  be  bad  never 
before  heard  them  attributed  to  the  Settle- 
ment Laws.  The  right  boo.  Geotleman 
also  touched  upon  the  question  of  the  desire 
to  get  rid  of  people  in  cottages.  Since  the 
ner  Poor  Law,  and  since  the  different 
modes  of  settlement  had  been  done  away 
with,  a  poor  man  could  not  easily  ^et  a 
settlement  in  a  cottage,  and  he  belwTed 
that  the  right  hen.  Gentleman's  Bill,  if  it 
passed  into  law,  would  lead  to  a  rery  ex- 
tensive pulling  down  of  cottages.  Looked 
at  in  a  proprietary  view,  cottages  were  a 
dead  charge  on  the  owners  of  estates,  and 
did  not  pay  the  expense  of  keeping  them 
up  ;  and  a  system  like  the  Scotch  was 
growing  np,  he  believed,  of  letting  a  cer- 
tain number  of  cottoges  with  each  farm  for 
ft  few  labourers — such  as  carters  and  shep- 
herds— and  leaving  the  farmer  to  get  the 
rest  of  his  labourers  where  be  could,  awa; 
from  the  spot.  He  thought  that  system 
would  extend  under  this  Bill.  The  thing 
whioh  ought  to  be  kept  in  view  was  tbo 
amoant  of  shifting  of  the  burden.  He 
eould  not  understand  the  reason  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  saying  that  the 
OTcrseers,  in  whose  hands  the  remoTiUB 
were,  were  ignorant,  uneducated  men, 
for  they  were  of  the  same  class  as  the 
guardians.  A  man  who  was  overseer  one 
day  was  guardian  the  next,  and  why  lie 
should  be  educated  when  he  was  guar- 
dian and  ignorant  when  he  was  overseer 
could  only  be  explained  by  some  peculiar 
information  in  the  private  possession  of  the 
Poor  Law  Board.  The  right  hon.  Qen- 
tlenian  had  put  the  common  fund  charges 
at  51  per  cent;  and  he  hoped  he  would  be 
able  to  tell  them  how  much  of  that  £1 
per  cent  was  establishment  charges,  and 
how  much  relief  charges ;  because,  with 
all  tiie  flourish  of  trumpets  which  accom- 
panied the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Law  system,  he  beliered  the  establishment 
ehai^  were  rery  heavy.  When  the  House 
almost  unanimously  agreed  to  do  away 
with  the  remoTability  of  certain  persons 
who  had  resided  for  a  certain  number  of 
years,  the  charge  was  put  on  the  oommou 
fund,  without  any  consideration  of  the  pro- 
porttoD  in  which  the  common  fund  was 
contributed.  But  when  those  charges 
came  to  increase,  of  course  the  common 
fnnd  showed  an  ineqaalityy  and  there  wm 


greater  reason  for  complaint,  as  it  was  a 
new  charge  to  which  people  had  not  been 
liable  before.  Be  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  allow  some  time  to  elapse 
between  the  printing  of  the  Bill  and  the 
second  reading,  in  order  that  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen might  take  counsel  with  their  con- 
stituents. As  it  was  to  be  a  sbprt  Bill, 
there  was  more  reason  for  delay,  as  it  was 
the  principle  rather  than  the  details  which 
would  hare  to  be  considered.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  measure  would  not  be  undnly 
pressed  forward. 

Mr.  locks  said,  that  he  regretted 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  bringing 
in  his  Bill,  had  not  complied  with  the 
recooimendation  of  the  Committee  that 
iu  any  legislation  to  extend  the  area  of 
charge  or  management  particular  attention 
should  be  paid  to  the  requirements  of  the 
metropolis.  When  the  Bill  of  1861  was 
before  the  House  be  had  showed  tbat  so 
far  from  the  substitution  of  three  jeara 
for  five  years  being  a  relief  to  the  metro- 
polis it  would  be  a  burden  to  it,  casting  an 
extra  charge  upon  the  large  single  parishes; 
and  be  hoped  his  right  hon.  Friend  would 
in  bis  Casual  Poor  Bill  pay  particular  at- 
tention to  the  peculiar  requirements  of  the 
metropolis.  This  Bill,  like  the  three  years* 
Bill,  would  be  a  detriment  to  the  eeveral 
parishes,  especially  those  that  were  uniwa 
in  thenuelreB.  This  he  had  shown  to  be 
the  case  with  respect  to  St.  George  the 
Martyr,  in  Sonthwark.  A  statement  bad 
been  prepared  by  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  that  parish  showing  the  number  of  per- 
sons who  had  become  chargeable  as  irre- 
movable poor  there,  who,  hut  for  that  Act 
must  have  been  relieved  in  other  parishes 
where  they  had  a  settlement ;  and  tbia 
statement  he  had  the  honour  of  laying  be- 
fore the  President  of  the  Poor  Law  Board, 
when  he  introduced  a  deputation  from  the 
Guardians  of  St.  George  the  Martyr,  on 
the  subject  of  the  eqnaliaation  of  the  poor 
rates  in  the  metropolis.  From  this  state- 
ment it  appeared  that  a  great  number  of 
persons  who  had  no  legal  setdement  ih  St. 
George's  pariah  had  become  irreuorablein 
consequence  of  their  three  years'  residence, 
and  this  poor  parish  had  to  bear  the  con- 
sequent expense.  Now,  what  advantage 
did  this  Bill  afford  to  the  poor  parishes  in 
the  metropolis  ?  Wby,  none  whatever ; 
and  it  would  seem  strange  only  to  pass  a  Bill 
such  as  this,  which  left  out  of  considera- 
tion the  interests  of  the  metropolis,  con- 
sisting now  of  iMtween  three  and  Sow 
uUUions,  or  near^.g^B^^|flQ^^f^ir« 
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popoUtioQ  of  EogUnd.  Recent  legislation 
had  caat  great  burdens  upon  parishes  in 
the  poorer  parts  of  the  metropolis.  Thej 
had  passed  Bills  for  new  atreets,  new  raif- 
wjtjB  running  through  Loodon,  and  thej 
were  about  to  pull  down  a  laige  num1>er 
of  houses  for  the  oew  courts  of  law.  Now, 
the  poor  people  who  were  r«noTed  to  make 
way  for  thne  improvements  wero  driven 
across  the  water  into  districts  where  thej 
were  crowded  in  tfae  most  deplorable 
manner,  ioto  small  tenements  wlueh  had, 
some  of  them,  nine  people  in  a  room.  No 
provision  was  made  for  them  in  the 
richer  parishes  from  which  they  were  dis- 
lodged. Two  thonaand  poor  persons  were 
driven  out  when  Victoria  Street  was  made, 
and  the  dean  and  chapter,  when  asked, 
said  that  thej  had  made  no  provision  for 
them,  and  that  thej  muat  go  across  the 
water.  They  did  ao,  and  remaining  three 
jears  became  chHrgeable  there.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  great  grievances  oc- 
curred in  reference  to  the  inadequate  sup- 
ply of  cottages  in  the  rural  districta  ;  but 
the  evil  was  much  more  sovere  in  London, 
where  it  affected  thousands  instead  of 
hundreds  of  people.  The  borough  of  South- 
vark  TW  a  gridiron  of  railways,  for  there 
wie  woroely  a  street  but  was  onwaed  by 
one  or  more  of  them.  Thoro  was  the 
South  Western,  the  Brighton,  the  South 
Eastern,  and  theI««idon,  Ohatham.  and 
Dover,  which  passed  through  whole  dis- 
tricts covered  with  houses.  To  such  an 
extent  had  thia  affected  the  locality  that 
the  conatituency  even  had  decreased,  and 
of  course  the  effect  was  much  more  serioas 
npon  the  poorer  classes  who  had  no  votes. 
He  hoped  that  his  right  hon.  Friend  would 
take  this  question  into  his  serious  consi- 
deration. He  (Mr.  Locke)  had  proposed 
an  Amendment  in  Committee,  on  the  Irre- 
movable Poor  Bill  of  1861,  that  for  the 
purposes  of  that  Act  the  metropolitan 
district  should  form  one  union,  which  was 
rejected.  And  in  the  Committee  which 
concluded  its  labours  last  Sesnon,  he  had 
mored  the  raolution — 

*'  That  the  draanutaooes  of  the  metropoUs  are 
ao  peeoliar  that  in  anjr  legUaUoa  to  extend  the 
area  of  ohai;^  tax  naaagMBMit,  it  would  be  ne- 
«esHH7  to  have  legard  totboaorifeamataneaai'' 

This  rooolaUmwai  «f<D^pted  by  the  Com- 
mittee unanimously.  The  metropolis,  in 
his  opinion,  ought  to  form  one  union  only, 
for  all  the  interests  of  the  various  parU  of 
the  metropolis  were  bound  up  together.  The 
City,«f  London,  for  instance,  employed  an 
immenie  lunonpt  of  labooTj  ud  ftTMfc  pro- 


portion of  the  people  »ho  did  the  work 
lived  in  Soukhwark  and  Lambeth,  and 
these  diatricta  had  to  support  them  if  thoy 
became  chargeable,  though  the  whole  bene- 
fit of  their  labour  had  been  given  to  those 
who  carried  on  business  in  London.  In 
the  Tower  Hamlets,  also,  there  was  an 
immense  number  of  persons  who  worked  in 
the  docks,  whioh  were  owned  by  share- 
holders living  in  all  parts  of  the  town,  and 
yet  the  poor  who  became  chargeable  among 
these  labourers  had  to  be  supported  solely 
by  the  parishes  in  whieh  they  dwelt.  He 
thought  that  these  matters  called  loudly 
for  consideration,  and  he  trusted  that  when 
his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  C.  P.  Villiers) 
brought  in  his  Bill  to  continue  the  Gaaual 
Poor  Act  another  Bill  also  would  be  in- 
troduced to  carry  out  what  might  be  called 
his  promise  to  the  Committee,  who  unani- 
mously passed  a  Beaolution  that  the  metro* 
polia  was  entitled  to  peciJiar  eonsideratioQ 
in  this  matter, 
Uotion  agrud  (o. 

Bill  ordsred  to  bo  brought  in  by  Ur. 
C.  P.  VzLLiBBS  and  Sir  QioBcn  Gnn. 
BUlprweiilod;  and  read  1«.  [Bill  31.} 

House  adionnwd  at  a  quarter 
after  Eight  ^eloek. 


HOUSS  OF  XOBDB, 
Tmdoift  JPdtruary  21, 186fi, 

MINUTES.]— Pdbuo  Bill  — Krj<  lUadUig^ 
Ooont;  Courts  Equitable  Joriidietion  (9). 

COUNTY  COURTS  EQUITABLE  JURIS- 
DICTION BILL-<No.8). 
BlUt  PRS8BNTBD.    FIBflT  RBASISa. 

Thb  lord  CHANCELLOR:— My 
Lords,  in  rising  to  present  to  your  Lord- 
ships a  Bill  to  confer  a  certain  limited 
jurisdiction  in  equity  in  the  county  courts 
of  England  and  Wales,  I  have  to  state 
that  these  courts  have  at  present  a  juris- 
diction not  extending  beyond  the  authority 
exercised  by  the  courts  of  common  law. 
Your  Lordships  are  aware  that  there  is  at 
present  a  great  and  marked  difibrenco  b^ 
tween  the  sutgects  that  are  properly  within 
the  jorisdiotiOB  of  the  courts  of  equity  and 
those  which  come  under  that  of  the  courts 
of  common  law.  A  great  namher  of  mat- 
ters in  whioh  tho  poorer  «>a"V**f?!^-I'?ltf^ 
2  DigilizedbyV^OOy  It 
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rially  interested  do  not  eome  vithin  the 
range  of  the  jarisdictlon  of  the  Coun^ 
Coartt  as  at  present  estahliehet],  and  there- 
fore freqnenUy  there  is  a  denial  of  jastiee 
in  such  eaies.    One  of  the  most  frequent 
instances  of  the  denial  of  justice  under  the 
present  system  arises  in  this  wa^.  Suppose 
a  man  in  humble  circomstanoes  dies  intes- 
tate ;  his  property  may  amount  to  £120, 
or  even  £150,  ana  he  may  leave  a  widow 
and  children  ;  and  frequently  the  widow  is 
the  step-mother  of  the  children.   It  con- 
stantly happens  that  disputes  arise  among 
the  family  with  regard  to  the  division  of 
such  small  estates,  and,  unfortunately, 
when  they  do  arise,  the  only  possibility  of 
their  heing  determined  and  the  amount 
equitably  distributed  under  the  existing 
system  is  by  resort  to  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery.  Now,  although  the  expenses  of  liti- 
gation in  the  Court  of  Chancery  have  of  late 
years  been  much  diminished,  yet  when 
cases  of  snoh  small  amount  arise  they 
cannot  be  determined  in  a  court  of  equity 
unless  they  are  brought  to  London,  which 
requires  the  agency  of  solicitors  residing  in 
Loindan  and  also  of  others  in  the  country. 
An  the  necessary  communications  require 
the  concurrence  of  these  different  solicitors, 
and  all  matters  which  demand  proof  have 
to  be  proved  by  evidence  collected  in  the 
country  and  transmitted  to  London.  The 
result  of  this  system  is  that  in  such  cases 
as  I  have  supposed  of  a  small  amount  of 
property,  if  there  he  injustice,  that  injustice 
cannot  be  redressed —  and  consequently 
these  poor  families  suffer  a  denial  of  justice 
—because  there  is  at  present  no  tribunal 
which  can  take  cognizance  of  the  case 
because  it  does  not  involve  sufficient  pro- 
perty to  pay  the  expenses  ineurrod.  An- 
other source  of  great  injustice  and  incon- 
Tonieneo  to  the  poorer  classes,  and  which 
amounts  also  to  a  denial  of  justice  to  them, 
arises  in  this  way : — A  dispute  may  take 
place  between  two  tradesmen  in  a  country 
town  who  are  in  partnership,  which  may 
lead  to  a  desire  to  dissolve  (he  partnership 
and  wind  up  their  affaira  by  having  an 
account  taken  and  applying  the  property 
in  payment  of  the  joint  debts.    Now,  that 
cannot  be  done  by  the  County  Courts  under 
the  present  system,  the  only  tribunal  avail- 
able for  such  a  purpose  being  the  Court  of 
Chancery  ;  and  the  expenses  of  that  court 
are  so  great  as  to  prevent  resort  to  it  in 
small  cases  ;  and  it  practically,  therefore, 
•mounts  to  a  denial  of  justice.    There  are 
many  other  cases— such,  for  instance,  as 
smaU  mortgages — involving  the  neeesuty 

lULord  CkmesOor 
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of  a  speedy  appeal  to  some  court  where  the 
proceedings  are  not  so  expensive  nor  the 
process  so  slow  as  of  necessity  characterizes 
the  superior  tribunals.    There  again  is  an 
urgent  necessity  for  some  cheap  and  speedy 
remedy,  to  be  administered  by  tribunals 
which  ought  to  be  at  the  door  of  the  poor 
man,  and  to  which  he  might  resort  in  an 
easy  and  simple  manner.  I  will  not  weary 
your  Lordships  by  adding  other  instances 
in  support  of  the  principle  of  the  BiU, 
because  I  believe  the  neeessibr  of  the  mea- 
sure to  be  generally  admitted.    The  mea- 
sure I  now  present  to  Parliament  formed 
a  part  of  a  larger  scheme  laid  before  this 
House  last  Session.    Hy  anxiety  was  ex- 
cited very  much  at  that  Ume,  from  observ- 
ing the  great  number  of  persons  committed 
to  prison  by  the  process  of  the  County 
Courts — a  process  which  appears  to  me 
to  be  injurious  to  the  greatest  possible 
extent,  and  which  is  founded  upon  a  system 
which  leads  poor  men  into  habits  of  great 
improvidence,  makes  them  the  slave,  in  a 
great  measure,  of  the  shopkeeper,  and 
obliges  them  to  pay  a  higher  amount  for 
the  goods  which  they  have  to  purchase  for 
their  fanulies.    My  Lords,  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  my  proposal  of  last  year  excited, 
as  your  Loraships  will  remember,  very 
grave  oppoution  throaghoat  the  country, 
showing  now  extensive  and  deeply  rooted 
was  the  system  of  giving  credit,  and  the 
large  amount  of  profit  which  was  derived 
by  shopkeepers  from  the  present  system,  in 
consequence  of  the  power  which  the  County 
Courts  gave  them  to  deal  with  these  poor 
men,  and  though  I  felt  convinced  that  it 
would  have  been  a  great  bene&t  to  the 
poor  man,  your  Lordships  will  recollect 
that  I  gave  up  that  Bill.   But  I  was  in- 
duced to  do  so  in  a  great  measttre  because 
I  had  succeeded  in   otherwise  making 
some  alterations  in  the  proceedings  of 
County  Courts  which,  at  that  time,  I 
believed  would  result  in  much  relief  to 
the  poor.   I  am  happy  to  say  that  my 
anticipations  in  that  respect  have  been 
realiied,  for  I  find  that  though  the  rules 
to  which  I  refer  were  only  made  in  the 
end  of  1863,  and  did  not  eome  into  ope- 
ration till  1864,  while  the  number  of 
persons  actually  committed  to  prison  in 
1863  was  8,583,  and  in  1862  9.373,  the 
number  in  1864 — I  trust  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, owing  to  the  operation  of  the  new 
rules — was  only  6,428,  being  2,155  less 
than  the  number  in  1863.    There  is  an< 
other  alteration  in  the  practice  of  the 
County  Courts.  wl^^Jiz^  ,J^@|»fOg  l^?" 
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commend  to  the  Judges  of  these  Coarte, 
and,  though  at  first  sight  it  may  appear 
s  trifling  one,  I  think  it  is  likely  to  be 
very  beneficial  in  its  operation.  At  pre- 
sent the  order  made  by  the  Connty  Court 
Judge  may  be  carriM  into  e^t  by  a 
sale  of  the  goods  of  the  debtor,  or  by 
bis  imprisonment;  but.  io  the  first  instance, 
it  frequently  occurs  that  a  time  is  given 
for  the  payment  of  the  debt  by  monthly 
instalments.  Now,  how  does  this  work  ? 
Let  us  suppose  Uie  case  of  a  man  in 
humble  circumstances  —  a  labourer  for 
instance — who  has  been  ordered  to  pay  a 
sum  in  that  way  —  say  four  shillings  a 
month,  which  is  one  shilling  a  week.  It 
may  probably  happen  that  if  he  has  got 
a  shilltng,  or  two  or  three  shillings,  in 
bis  pocket  which  he  has  been  saving  up 
agunst  the  end  of  the  month,  when  the 
instalment  is  to  be  paid,  some  temptation 
may  arise,  some  emergency  may  occur, 
which  he  is  unable  to  restrain  himself 
from  yielding  to,  and  not  being  in  a  po- 
sition to  pay  the  next  instalment  he  is 
lent  to  prison  for  non-obedienoe  to  the 
order.  I  propose  to  recommend  to  the 
County  Court  Judges  to  introduce,  as  far 
as  they  can  do  so,  the  practice  of  order- 
ing the  instalments  to  be  paid  weekly  in- 
stead of  monthly;  and  I  have  every  hope 
that  the  result  of  this  change  will  be  to 
induce  the  poor  man  to  obey  the  order,  and 
so  to  diminish  the  number  of  commitmeuts. 
There  is  another  proposal  which  I  sought 
to  give  effect  to  in  the  Bill  of  last  year, 
but  which  is  not  in  the  measure  now  before 
jour  Lordships'  House.  Tour  Lordships 
are  aware  that  the  term  after  which  debts 
are  barred  b^  the  Statute  of  Limitations  is 
at  presMt  nx  years.  I  thought  that  term 
too  long  in  the  case  of  smaJl  County  Court 
debts,  and  by  the  Bill  of  last  year  I  pro- 
posed to  reduee  that  term  to  one  year. 
That,  however,  gave  rise  to  great  com- 
plaint. I  hope  to  introduce  some  general 
measure  with  the  object  of  reducing  the 
present  term,  and  fixing  it  at  two  years 
mstead  of  one  year — the  proposal  of  last 
Session.  There  is  another  proposal,  with 
reference  to  actions  in  County  Courts, 
which  I  intend  to  make  one  of  the  subjects 
of  a  separate  measure — namely,  that  ac- 
tions shall  not  be  brought  for  the  score  of 
ale  or  other  liquor  consumed  in  a  public- 
house.  As  to  the  Bill  which  I  am  now 
about  to  lay  upon  your  Lordships'  table  I 
hope  it  may  pau  through  Parliament,  for 
I  feel  satisfied  that  it  will  improve  our 
Conatj  Gonrt  Bjitou.  and  remove  from  it 


some  of  those  imperfections  which  are  so 
much  eomplained  of,  and  which  press  with 
severity  on  the  humbler  classes. 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  preunUd  a 
Bill  to  confer  on  the  County  Conrts  a 
limited  Jurisdiction  in  Equity. 

BUI  read  1*.  (No.  9.) 

House  atHonrDed  at  half  part  Fire 
0  clock,  to  ThnrKl»7  next, 
half  past  Ten  o'olook. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 
2\teidayt  February  21,  1865. 

MINnTES.>— Nsw  MxKBiB  Swork— Tnuo, 

Frederiok  Martin  Williams,  esquire. 

SsLKOT  OoifHiTTSi — Opes  Spaoes  (Metropfdis), 
nominated  (Lutof  Committee);  Africa,  Weateni 
Coast,  appointed  {List  of  Committee) ;  Contro- 
verted Eleotioos  appointed  hj  Mr.  Speaker  and 
nominated  {lAtt  of  Committee). 

Pdbuo  Bills — Bewlmiiime  in  Comm&tee — ^lodn*. 
trial  Exhibitions*  ;  Oonrts  of  Justice  BniUiaf 
[Deficienoief,  Ac.]  * ;  Common  Law  OOnrts 
(Fees) 

Ordered — Bankmptoy  and  Inaolrencx  (Ireland) 
Act  Amendment*  ;  Industrial  EzhibitioDs  ; 
Churob  Rates  Commotation*  ;  Borongb  Fran- 
chise Extension  ;  Libel ;  Railwajr  Construotioa 
Faoilities*. 

First  Reading — Borough  Franohise  Ezteodon 
[32] ;  Libel  [33]  ;  Bankrapto^  and  Insol- 
vency (Ireland)  Aot  Amendment*  [34] ;  Cbnrob 
Rates  Commutation  *  [30] ;  Indastrial  Exbibi- 
tioDB  *  [36]  ;  Railwaj  Construction  Faidimes 
Act  (isei)  Amendment*  [37]. 

Set&a  CbmftwfM— On  Mut^M^  Debentim%  Ac. 
Bills ;  Mr.  PoUard-Urquhart  and  Mr.  Longfield 

Committee— Civil  Bill  Courts  Procedure  (Lrdand) 

Aot  (1864)  Amendment*  [29]. 
Seport—Ciiil  Bill  Ooorts  Proeednn  (Irelaiid) 

Act  (1864)  Amendment  •  [30]. 
TTiird  Bea^no—QuM  Lioenoes  (Ireland)  *  [16] ; 

Dublin  Tntwmational  EzUbiUon  (1866)*  £171 

aztd  pasted. 

CHELTENHAM  AND  GLOCESTERSHIRE 
WATER  BILL-<&y  Order.) 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

time." 

Lord  ROBERT  MONTAGU  said,  he 
rose  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  that  day  six  months.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  was  to  divert  1,000,000 
gallons  of  water  daily  from  the  Thames, 
and  take  it  into  the  valley  of  the  Severn. 
This  would  serionaly  affecMlM  healtb. 
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eleanlineu,  and  comforts  of  all  (h«  towns 
and  villages,  including  the  metropolis,  which 
were  supplied  by  the  Thames.  They  should 
be  wamM  by  the  extent  to  which  they  had 
allowed  the  eril  to  grow  up  in  other  quar- 
ters.  The  snpply  of  water  to  the  town  of 
Cheltenham  was  entirely  insoffioient,  and 
it  wu  now  sought  to  obtain  an  additional 
supply  from  the  springs  which  fed  the 
Chum,  which,  in  its  turn,  ran  into  the 
Thames.  When  a  town  within  the  limits 
of  the  water  shed  of  the  Thames  took  water 
from  the  river  and  afterwards  returned  it, 
though  in  a  polluted  state,  the  volume  of 
watOT  in  the  atream  was  not  diminished. 
In  this  instance,  however,  Cheltenham  pro- 
posed to  take  1,000,000  gallons  of  pure 
water  daily  from  the  sources  of  the  Thames 
^d  not  to  return  a  drop  it.  The  «ea- 
seqnences  <rf  that  wonld  be  that  the  rolune 
«nd  Mooring  power  of  the  itream  bang 
dimiiUshed,  shoals  and  flats  wonld  be 
created,  and  the  proportion  of  sewage  to 
pure  water  would  be  seriously  tnoreased. 
For  these  reasons,  although  he  did  not 
wish  to  be  unfair  to  the  people  of  Chelten- 
ham, who  it  was  said  obtained  only  about 
four  gallons  of  water  per  head  per  day, 
and  who  oomplained  that  the  Severn  was 
BO  foul  that  they  eould  not  draw  a  sopply 
from  it,  be  felt  it  his  doty  to  move  that 
the  Bill  should  be  read  a  seoond  tine  that 
day  six  months. 

Mb.  NBATB,  in  secondiag  the  Motion, 
said,  that  although  he  was  not  instmeted 
by  his  eonsUtnents  to  oppose  the  Bill,  which 
probably  arose  from  their  not  being  aware 
.of  its  importanee,  he  was  informed  that 
the  University  authorities  at  Oxford  gnatiy 
objected  to  it  on  the  groond  that  it  would 
interfiire  with  the  supply  of  pure  wkter  to 
that  cit^.  The  Thames  Conservancy  Board 
had  petitioned  againit  the  Bill,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  that  a  similar  step  would  have 
been  taken  by  the  Thames  Navigation  Com- 
missioners had  it  not  been  for  the  circum< 
stance  that  they  were  in  a  state  of  bank- 
ruptcy, and  had,  in  fact,  thrown  up  their 
trust.  The  time  was  eoming  when  towns 
and  landed  proprietors  must  look  to  other 
sources  than  rivers  for  their  svpply  of  water, 
and  when  it  would  be  necessary  to  create 
in  differmt  parts  of  the  country  large  reser- 
Toirs  to  retain  the  rain  and  winter  water. 

Amendraeat  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the  Ques- 
tion to  add  the  worda  "  npoo  tbia  day  six 
montfaa." 

■  Mb.  DODSON  said,  he  mnit  admit  that 
Lord  £oh0rt  MoniOfM 


the  Bni  WBB  in  many  respeets  one  of  a 
pecoltar  eharacter,  inasmuch  as  it  took 
extensive  powers  of  water  supply  over  a 
large  area  of  ground  and  for  a  numerous 
population.  The  noble  Lord  (Lord  Robert 
Uontagu)  had  urged  that  it  would  deprive 
the  Thames  of  a  considerable  amount  of 
its  water  supply,  and  the  hon.  Uember  for 
Oxford  (Mr.  Neate)  had  taken  a  similar 
line,  but  these  statements  were  disputed 
by  the  promoters  of  the  Bill,  who  denied 
that  the  Thames,  if  at  all,  would  he  se> 
riously  affiseted.  They  asserted  that  the 
water  which  they  proposed  to  abstraet  from 
that  river  wonld  be  infiniteeimal  in  qoan 
tity,  and  in  no  way  prejudicial  to  the  towns 
and  villages  along  ita  eonrse.  With  such 
diametrioally  oppoute  itatemeota  before 
tiiem  he  thoog^t  that  the  beat  eonna  woold 
be  to  pass  the  Bill  on  to  the  Committee, 
where  alone  all  the  faets  of  the  ease  eould 
be  earefnlly  investigated. 

Mb.  BUTT  said,  that  the  Bill  involved 
some  very  important  questions  which  pro- 
bably had  hitherto  been  overlooked  by  the 
Legislature — namely,  whether  a  commer- 
eial  country  should  be  permitted  to  abstract 
from  its  streams  and  rivers  any  quantity 
of  water  that  might  be  deemed  necessary 
for  commercial  purposes,  and  without  pro- 
viding any  compensating  supply  to  those 
who  WOT©  interested  m  the  preservation  of 
the  water.  He  thought  that  such  powers 
shouM  never  be  given  lightly  or  grmtai- 
tonsly  to  any  parties  or  peraona  whatever. 
But  of  this  he  was  especially  oonTineed, 
that  the  House  would  make  a  great  mis- 
take if,  in  the  [weseot  eonditioB  of  our 
rivers  and  streams,  it  allowed  sueh  powers 
to  be  taken.  The  present  condition  of  eor 
rivers  and  streams  was  a  matter  for  very 
seiiooB  consideration,  and  perhaps  bad  not 
been  sufficiently  looked  after  by  them  whose 
doty  it  was  to  guard  and  foster  the  clean- 
liness  and  welllwing  of  the  people.  The 
comforts  and  health  of  our  population  weald 
be  seriously  compromised  if  all  persons  wbe 
were  desirous  of  establishing  water  oom- 
panies  should  be  permitted  to  divert  Nvge 
portions  of  our  water  supply  from  the  na- 
tural water  eoorses  of  the  country.  Under 
these  eiroumstancee,  he  had  Mtverymwrfi 
disposed  to  support  the  Motion  of  the  noble 
Lord,  but  having  heard  the  reasons  given 
hy  his  hon.  Priend  the  Ohairman  of  Gom- 
mitteea,  perhans  the  bMler  eonrse  wonld 
be  to  send  the  Bill  to  the  Committee, 
whose  Members  having  heard  the  opiniona 
of  the  House  would  no  doabt  give  the  main 
question  their  most  soriean  auBiMeii^afc, 
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Sib  GEORGE .  BOWYER  Baid.  as  a 
Heuiberof  the  defunct  Thames  Navigation 
CommisBion,  there  was  no  doubt  that  if 
that  body  had  not  been  in  the  nnfortonate 
condition  vhioh  had  been  described  bj  the 
faoQ.  Member  for  Oxford  (Mr,  Neate)  it 
woold  have  petitioned  i^ainat  this  Bill. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice  Fre- 
Bident  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Hutt) 
had  given  reason!  which  mast  hare  eon- 
vinoed  every  one  that  this  Bill  ought  not 
to  be  allowed  to  proceed ;  bnk»  nnfortana- 
tely,  he  had  failed  to  oonTiDce  himself.  As 
to  die  reasons  ^ven  by  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  (Mr.  Dodson)  that  the 
facta  were  eontroverted,  and  that  the  quan- 
tity of  water  to  be  taken  from  the  Thames 
wonld  be  infinitesimal,  he  (Sir  George 
Boffyer)  replied  that  he  did  not  understand 
that  the  promoters  denied  that  they  were 
aboat  to  take  1.000,000  galloDs  of  water 
a  day  from  the  Thames  ;  he  did  not  think 
that  such  a  quantity  could  be  treated  as 
en  infinitesimal  one,  and  if  it  was  infini- 
tesimal, it  eould  do  no  good  to  the  people 
of  Cheltenham.  The  state  of  the  rlrer 
Thames  was  such  that  no  water,  however 
email  the  quantity,  ought  to  be  abstraoted 
from  it,  and  therefore  the  best  thing  that  the 
House  could  do  would  be  to  reject  the  Bill. 

Mb.  J.  J.  POWELL  said,  that  the 
hankraptey  of  the  Thames  Navigation 
Oommisuoo,  altbongh  a  reason  why  it 
riioald  not  engage  in  an  eppositioa  before 
a  Oomnrittee,  was  none  why  it  should  not 
petition  against  this  Bill ;  and,  therefore 
in  the  absence  of  any  petition  from  that 
body,  he  had  a  right  to  assume  that  they 
did  not  seriously  object  to  it.  It  was  im- 
portant that  the  House  should  understand 
the  real  state  of  this  question.  Chehen- 
faam,  a  town  with  something  like  40.000 
or  50,000  inhabitants,  had  for  years  been 
suffering  severely  from  thewantof  aproper 
supply  of  water,  and  two  schemes  had  been 
suggested  for  supplying  the  deficiency. 
One,  whieh  was  put  forward  by  the  old 
water  eompany,  was  to  take  the  water  from 
the  river  Severn  ;  but  the  state  of  that 
river  wm  sueh  as  to  render  any  other 
measure  preferable  to  this.  The  Severn 
had  beeome  the  sewer  of  the  Midland  iRs- 
trict,  and  drained  an  area  of  not  less  than 
6,000  square  miles,  with  a  nopnlatioD  of 
1,000,000.  The  cities  of  CHoeestdr  and 
Worcestw,  Tewkesbury,  Kidderminster, 
Bewdley,  Shrewsbury,  and  ether  places, 
drained  into  it ;  dye  works,  tan  works,  and 
works  of  all  descrtptimis  poured  their 
abwiinfttioDi  into  the  stream,  ud  the  eon 


sequence  was  that  salmon  and  other  fish 
#ere  often  found  floating  in  it,  either  sick 
or  dead.    One  proposal  was  to  take  this 
water  and  give  it  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Cheltenham,  and  certainly  if  any  other 
scheme  could  be  suggested  it  deserved 
consideration.   Another  scheme  had  beon 
proposed,  and  it  was  to  tab^  from  the  hills 
which  surrounded  Cheltenham  a  portion  of 
the  water  which  was  found  there  In  great 
abundance  and  allow  it  to  flow  into  the 
town.    What  possible  harm  could  that  do 
to  any  one  ?   The  springs  were  on  the 
ground  of  the  promoters,  who  were,  of 
course,  anxious  that  these  works  should  be 
carried  out;  and  what  harm  could  this  mea- 
sure do  to  the  Lambeth  Water  Company, 
whose  petition  had  been  presented  by  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Robert  Montagu)  ?  The 
springs  yielded  at  present,  he  was  informed, 
166  cubic  feet  of  water  per  minute,  or  about 
l,500,000galIonB  daily;  of  which  1,000,000 
now  found  its  way  into  the  Thames.  Even 
if  this  quantity  were  abstracted  by  tlie 
Bill  the  consequence  would  be  merely  infi- 
nitesimal. At  Leohtade  there  flowed  into  the 
Thames  from  43,000,000  to  48,000,000, 
and   at   Staines  from    350.000,000  to 
400,000,000  gallons  of  water  daily  ;  and, 
therefore,  in  what  possible  manner  could 
the  Thames  or  the  Lambeth  Water  Com- 
pany be  hijnred  by  taking  1,000,000, 
gallons  B  day  to  supply  the  necessaiy  and 
immediate  wants  of  the'  people  of  Chelten- 
ham T   The  noble  Lord  said  they  were 
about  to  drain  the  Thames,  but  he  might 
as  well  aecuse  them  of  setting  fire  to  it. 
The  Vice  President  of  the  Boanl  of  Trade 
intimated  that  private  companies  ought  not 
to  be  allowed  to  take  water  for  the  supply 
of  towns  from  public  springB  ;  but  Where 
else  were  they  to  look  for  it  ?  The  principle 
of  permitting  such  application  of  springs  had 
already  been  recognized  and  acted  npon  in 
the  case  of  Swansea  aud  in  that  of  Liver- 
pool.   He  submitted  that,  however  strong 
a  oase  the  noble  Lord  and  those  who 
thought  with  him  might  make  out  before  a 
Committed,  this  was  not  a  matter  whieh 
ought  to  be  disposed  of  without  full  and 
complete  inquiry,  of  the  necessity  for  which 
a  striking  pnm  was  to  be  foand  in'  the 
incorrectness  of  some  of  &e  statements 
eontuned  in  the  petition  presented  by  the 
noble  Lord. 

Mb.  HENLEY  said,  his  eonslituenCS 
took  a  considerable  interest  in  (his  mat- 
ter. The  Bill  professed  tt>  take  Che 
Thames  water  into  the  Severn  valley. 
Th.  m.l»F.li.  ""^ErSSSF?^ 
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£3,000,000  or  £4.000,000  to  got  rid  of 
its  sewaga.  Oxford,  Reading,  Abingdon, 
and  other  towns  were  drained  into  the 
Thames.  No  man  could  tell  how  long  tho 
natural  disinfeeting  prooeaaes  foroishwl  by 
the  eardit  weeds,  aiul  fish,  would  keep  the 
water  sweet  down  to  Teddington.  whence 
we  obtained  our  drinking  water.  Ocoo- 
sionallj  even  now  the  water  eamo  to 
Teddington  in  a  state  unfit  for  use.  It 
was  said  that  the  water  proposed  to  be 
taken  bj  this  Bill  was  infinitesimal  in 

auantitf.  Bat  it  was  1,000,000  gallons  a 
aj  ;  and  if  this  were  allowed,  another 
town  would  make  a  similar  request,  and  so 
on  till  the  rirer  was  spoiled.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  laid  down  principles 
BO  sound  that  he  (Mr.  Henley)  could  not 
understand  how  he  could  support  the  Bill. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated,  with 
the  greatest  truth,  that  the  question  of  the 
pollution  of  streams  was  one  that  forced 
Itself  on  the  public  attention,  and  one  that 
most  be  deidt  with,  although  it  was  diflScuU 
to  find  a  remedy  for  the  eril ;  and,  under 
these  etreumBtanees,  the  House  ought  not 
to  permit  such  a  step  as  this,  which  might 
materially  affect  the  whole  of  the  ralley  of 
the  Thames.  If  the  Bill  got  upstairs, 
there  would  be  no  one  to  protect  the  in- 
terests of  the  public.  He  would,  therefore, 
vote  against  the  second  reading  of  tho  Bill. 

Colonel  EIN6SC0TE  said,  the  io-^ 
habitants  of  Cheltenham  were  all  hut  de> 
prired  of  water.  There  were  two  schemes 
DOW  before  the  House  for  giring  them  a 
supply,  one  from  the  SeTom,  the  other 
from  the  Thames.  Cheltenham  lay  close 
to  the  hills  in  which  rose  spriogs,  some 
of  which  were  said  to  be  tbe  source  of 
the  Thames ;  but  it  was  a  mistake  to 
•oppose  that  the  large  quantity  of  water 
mentioned  would  be  abstracted  from  the 
Thames,  for  there  were  spring  from  which 
a  supply  might  be  derired  withont  touch- 
ing the  Themes  at  all,  as  everybody  ac- 
quainted with  the  position  of  Cheltenham 
must  be  aware.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
House  would  allow  the  Bill  to  be  sent  to 
a  Select  Committee. 

Question  put,  That  the  word  **  now  ** 
stand  part  of  the  QuoBtion, 

The  House  divitMi—Aju  88;  Noes 
118;  Majority  30. 

WordB  tuLied.  Main  QoestioD  as  amend- 
ed, put,  and  €tgreed  to. 

Bill  put  of  for  ux  mcmthB. 


NEW-OROSS   ROADS  BILL.— (3^  Ordtr.) 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Mb.  ANOERSTBIN  said,  on  the  gtonnd 
that  the  promoters  of  this  measure  were 
not  quite  ready  with  all  their  facts,  he 
would  beg  to  more  that  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  which  stood  on  the  Orders, 
be  postponed  for  a  fortnight. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  npon 
this  day  fortnight." — (Mr.  Angerstein.) 

Mb.  LOCKE  said,  he  thought  the  post- 
ponement had  better  be  for  six  months, 
at  the  end  of  which  Parliament  would 
not  be  sitting.  Ho  should,  therefore,  move 
that  the  BtlT  be  read  a  second  time  that 
day  six  mouths.  The  question  involred 
was  not  one  of  those  which  it  was  neces- 
sary to  send  to  a  Select  Committee. 
Every  hon.  Member  understood  it.  It  was 
whether  they  liked  turnpikes  ?  The  opi- 
nion of  the  Hoose  bad  been  fully  expressed; 
and  one  of  the  results  was  that  idl  Uie 
turnpikes  in  the  northern  portion  of  the 
metropolitan  district  had  already  been 
abolished.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that 
a  like  act  of  justice  ought  to  be  done 
with  regard  to  the  turnpikes  on  the  south 
side.  This  turnpike  trust  would  expire 
this  year.  Its  original  period  expired  in 
1846;  but  it  had  since  been  kept  alive 
by  the  Annual  General  Turnpike  Acts. 
The  trust  extended  a  long  distance  into 
the  country,  but  the  "sinews  of  war" 
were  raised  in  tbe  metropolitan  district. 
The  gate  was  well  known  to  those  who 
wont  to  Greenwich  by  the  old  road.  Tbe 
first  gate  on  it  was  that  at  the  Green 
Man,  which  was  either  in  the  parish  of 
St.  George  the  Martyr  or  CamberweU, 
each  of  which  parishes  rntured  its  own 
roads.  This  Bill  proposed  to  do  away 
with  the  Green  Man  Gate.  The  trustees 
could  not  have  the  face  to  keep  up  a 
gate  in  a  parish  which  paid  for  its  own 
roads,  so  they  moved  the  gate  a  short 
distance  farther  to  New  Cross.  This  was 
a  perfectly  preposterous  proceeding.  The 
Surrey  and  Sussex  Road  Trust  did  not 
care  to  ask  for  a  renevral.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Greenwich  (Mr.  Angerstein) 
appeared  on  behalf  of  Deptford.  But  why 
was  Deptford  to  have  its  roads  kept  up  by 
parishes  in  its  vicinity  ?  He  could  see  no 
reason  why  the  principle  which  had  been 
adopted  on  the  north  part  of  the  metro- 
politan district  should  not  be  extended  to 
the  sonth,  ^  i 
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Amendment  proposed,  to  leare  out  the 
word  "fortnight,"  anct  InBcrt  the  vorda 
'*  six  months  *  instead  thereof. 

Hb.  ANGERSTEIN  said,  it  waa  patent 
to  the  House  why  the  hon.  Ifemher  (mpoaed 
the  Bill.  He  was  a  Member  for  South- 
wark.  The  roads  in  the  truat  in  qaestion 
were  thirtj-seven  miles  and  a  quarter  in 
length.  Originally  there  were  eighteen 
parishes  in  the  trust.  Two  of  these — 
Camberwell  and  St.  George  the  Martyr — 
had  expressed  a  desire  to  he  eliminated. 
Of  the  other  sixteen  parishes  nine  were  in 
favour  of  the  Bill  and  four  against  it,  the 
remainder  being  neutral.  What  would  be 
the  effect  if  this  Bill  were  not  passed  ; 
Deptford  would  be  taxed  to  the  extent  of 
£1,700  a  year ;  Greenwiefa,  3,000  a  year; 
Lawisham,  ^,700  a  year.  When  the 
House  eonsidered  that  a  large .  district 
would  be  punished  in  that  way  if  the  Bill 
were  not  wlowed  to  paas,  he  thought  they 
would  not  agree  to  the  Amendment,  but 
that  their  fewiogs  (Mf  Juatice  would  prompt 
them  to  permit  the  Bill  to  go  into  Oom- 
mitteOf  there  to  be  discnssea  and  decided 
upon  on  its  merits. 

Ms.  LATARD  said,  he  thought  if  any 
argument  were  required  to  reject  the  Bill, 
it  was  the  argument  of  the  hon.  Oentle- 
man  the  Member  for  Greenwich,  that  the 
parishes  he  had  mentioned  would  then  hare 
to  pay  for  their  own  roads.  He  did  not 
see  why  the  large  populations  of  Bermond- 
•ey,  Southwark,  and  Camherwell  should  be 
oaned  upon  to  pay  for  the  roads  of  Dept- 
ford and  Greeuvioh. 

Mb.  T.G.  baring  said,  it  was  agreed 
on  all  hands  that  turnpikes  within  the 
metropolitan  diatriet  were  exoeedingly  in- 
eonvenienk,  and  ought  to  be  aholisbM  as 
soon  as  possible.  That  waa  the  oourse 
taken  on  the  northern  side,  and  the  Go- 
Temmeut  this  year  bad  selected  three 
trusts — the  Surrey  and  Sussex,  the  Ber- 
mondsey  and  Rotherhithe,  and  the  Kew 
Cross  trusts,  all  unaffected  by  incum- 
brances, as  those  with  regard  to  which  a 
similar  policy  should  be  pursued.  If  the 
House  approved  of  the  principle  that  turn- 
pike trusts  ought  to  he  abolished  when  tbe 
trusts  themselTOs  were  free  from  debt,  they 
woirid  reject  this  BilL 

Qaestion,  "  That  the  word  '  fortnight ' 
stand  part  of  tbe  Question,"  put,  and 
negaUeed. 

Words  added.  Main  Question  aa  amend- 
ed, put,  and  agreed  to. 

BUI  put  qf^iax  monUut 


WIMBLEDON  COMMON  BILL. 
SBCOND  READINO  FOSTPONm 

YxsoouNT  BURY  said,  that  as  a  Select 
Oommittee  would  probably  be  appointed 
that  night,  on  tbe  Motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Lambeth  (Mr.  Doaltoo),  to  con- 
sider the  best  means  of  preserving  open 
spaces  in  the  metropolis,  he  (Viscount 
Bury)  would  postpone  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill  until  the  2lBt  of  March.  He 
would  add,  that  Lord  Spencer  felt  that 
many  of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  were 
misunderstood  out  of  doors,  and  that  fuiv 
ther  time  for  ita  oonuderation  was  re- 
quired. 

Seoond  reading  deferrtd  tiQ  ZVusdoy, 
21st  March. 

FEES  OF  PARLIAMENTART  OOUNSBU 
QUESTION. 

Ma.  DABBY  GRIFFITH  said,  he 
would  beg  to  aak  tiie  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  Whether  the  Members  of  tho 
Parliamentary  Bar  have  come  to  any  agree- 
ment, that  the  practice  before  Parliamen- 
tary Committees  shall  be  open  to  the  Bar 
in  general,  on  the  same  terms  in  regard  to 
fees  as  prevail  in  tbe  ordinary  Coorts  of 
Law  and  Equity  ? 

Mb.  MILNER  GIBSON  said,  that  he 
was  led  to  the  conclusion,  from  the  inquiries 
he  had  made,  that  a  counsel  practising 
before  Committees  of  the  House  was  at 
liberty  to  accept  any  fee  which  he  might 
regard  as  a  proper  and  adequate  remune* 
ration  for  the  duties  be  was  discharging. 
He  concluded  that  counsel  might  accept 
any  fee  that  the  Bar  in  general  might  take 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  practice. 

EXTENSION  OF  NEW  PALACE  TAKD. 

QDBsnosr. 

Sib  JOHN  SHELLEY  said,  he  wished 
to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works, 
Whether  any  decision  has  been  come  to, 
and  if  BO,  in  what  way  it  is  proposed  to 
deal  with  the  vacant  ground  between 
Bridge  Street  and  New  Palace  Yard  ? 

Mb.  COWPEB  said,  be  thought  the 
House  would  agree  with  him  that  the  large 
open  space  between  Westminster  Bridge 
and  Victoria  Street,  and  the  magnificent 
view  of  Westminster  Abbey  from  that  point, 
rendered  it  inexpedient  to  enonmber  that 
open  spaoe  with  any  buildings.  He  pro- 
posed to  lay  an  EsUmate  on  the  table  for 
laang  with  atcme  the  nofini^ed  part  of 
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{ha  clock  tower,  and  also  for  erecting 
omunental  railing  in  the  position  now 
marked  out  by  the  south  )ine  of  Bridge 
Stmt.  Aceording  to  that  plan  the  vacant 
groand  lately  ocen^ed  by  the  houRes  mrald 
become  part  of  New  Palace  Yard.  He 
thoaght  the  opportunity  onghl  to  be  taken 
of  improving  the  general  architectaral 
effect  of  St.  Margaret's  Square,  as  welt  as 
Palace  Yard,  so  as  to  giro  a  more  direct 
communication  for  carriages  between  Yic- 
toria  Street  and  Westminster  Bridge,  and 
also  between  Great  George  Street  and 
Abingdon  Street.  He  thought  if  the  open 
space  was  properly  dealt  with,  it  would  add 
to  the  convenience  as  well  as  beauty  of  the 
site,  and  make  it  one  of  the  moat  ornamen- 
tal in  the  metropolis. 

WBEOKS  ON  THE  COAST  OF 
DEVON  AMD  CORNWALL. 
QVEBTIOll. 

Mb.  KEKGWICH  said,  fae  vooU  beg 
to  aak  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trader 
Whether  hit  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  large  number  of  wrecks  which  hare 
lately  occurred  on  the  north-west  coast  of 
Devon  and  Cornwall  ]  and  whether  it  is 
tho  intention  of  the  Qovemiaent  to  estab- 
lish a  Harboot  of  Refuge  on  that  coast 
for  the  protection  of  the  shipping  ? 

Mb.  MILNER  GIBS05  said,  in  reply, 
that  no  doubt  there  had  been  many  wrecks 
on  the  north-west  coast  of  Cornwall  and 
DeTon,  but  he  was  not  aware  that  last  year 
was  an  exeepticnal  year.  It  was  not  the 
intention,  however,  of  the  Govemmont  to 
propose  any  Yote  of  money  for  the  eatab- 
mhment  of  Harbours  of  Refuge  on  that 
coast.  There  were  other  parts  of  the 
coast  where  a  greater  number  of  wrecks 
bad  taken  place,  more  espeoially  during 
the  laat  year. 

OOTEBNMENT  UFE  ANNUITY  BUL. 
QVBSTIOK. 

Miu  HODGKINSON  said,  be  would 
beg  to  ask  Ur.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, Under  what  circumstances  and  why 
the  Order  made  on  the  13th  of  February 
for  printing  the  Tables  which  were  on  the 
10th  of  February  laid  upon  Uie  table  of 
the  House,  with  reference  to  the  Govern- 
ment Life  Annuity  and  Life  Assurance 
BUI  of  last  Session,  was  BDbseqoently  dia- 
•barged  ;  aad  whether,  Mtmtbstanding 
the  disBharge  of  such  Order,  it  ie  intended 
that  such  Tables  shall  be  acted  npon  at 
the  expiration  of  thirty  days  fr«n  the  lOdi 


of  Febrdaiy,  panuant  to  the  6th  section 
of  the  Act ;  and  when  the  regulations  to 
be  made  pursuant  to  the  16th  section 
of  the  Act  will  be  l«d  opoa  the  table  of 
the  House,  as  directed  by  that  section  ? 

Thb  chancellor  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER, in  reply,  said,  he  had  no  direct 
Imowtedge  of  the  ciranmstanees  under 
which  the  Order  made  on  the  13th  of 
February  for  printing  the  Tables  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  House  en  the  1 0th  of 
February,  with  reference  to  the  Govern- 
ment Life  Annnity  and  Life  Assurance 
Act  of  last  Session,  was  discharged  ;  but 
upon  iuquiry  he  learnt  that  it  was  dis- 
charged at  the  request  of  the  Printing 
Committee,  and  for  a  very  obrious  reason. 
As  soon  as  the  Tables  reached  the  Gotem- 
ment.  the  GoTeroment  ordered  them  to  be 
put  iu  type,  and  the  printing  was  almcat 
finished.  He  believea  the  Tables  wonMl 
be  circulated  ttMnerrow  maning.  Tho 
Goremment  had  been  Tery  mrioris  to 
expedite  the  printing  of  the  TaUea  ;  bnt 
as  they  referred  to  sums  of  money  whtek 
persons  would  have  to  pay  in  return  for  a 
certain  benefit,  it  was  neoessarr  to  be 
eitremely  aeourate,  and  that  had  caneed 
the  printing  to  occupy  a  much  longer  time 
than  he  could  have  wished.  He  appre- 
hended it  was  fixed  by  law  that  the  Tablea 
would  take  effect  in  thirty  days  after  the 
time  when  they  were  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House.  The  general  regulations  of 
assurance  and  annuity  business  were  di- 
rected to  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House  ;  but  the  time  of  theeomnencement 
of  the  operation  ef  the  Act  was  not  depen- 
dent upon  the  time  when  those  regdations 
were  presented.  When  tiioso  regolatieiiB 
were  all  made  eoanplete,  and  notlring  but 
a  few  verbal  matters  remained  to  he  eeo- 
siderod,  they  would  be  laid  on  the  taUe. 

SOEENOE  AND  ART  DEFABTHENT. 

QUBsnoir. 

Mb.  potter  said,  he  wished  to  ask 
the  Yice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education,  Whether  die  Report 
of  the  Department  of  Science  and  Art  for 
the  year  1 864  will  be  issued  previons  to 
the  Estimates  for  the  Schools  of  Art  and 
the  South  Eeneington  Museum  being 
moved  for  ? 

Mb.  H.  A.  BRUCE  said,  the  Report  of 
the  Science  and  Art  Department  included 
the  Report  of  five  or  six  other  Scientific 
Institutions,  and  the  Report  of  them  had 
had  not  yet  bosB  reoeif«d>;  \mk  he  had 
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•very  rMBOn  to  beKete  tiiRt  the  general 
Report  would  be  laid  on  the  table  before 
Eaater.  The  printing;  of  the  Report  woold 
ptohsblj  occQp7  a  month  or  fire  weeks. 

KAYT— REPAIRS  OF  THE  <*ROTAL 
SOVEREIGN,"  Ae^TTESTION. 

Snt  JAMES  ELPHmSTOKE  aaid,  he 
nwe  to  Mk  the  Secretary  to  the  AdmiraUj, 
If  he  win  lay  apon  the  table  of  the  Hoese 
a  list  of  the  alterations  and  repairs  executed 
on  tho  Boyal  Sovereign,  Prince  Contort, 
and  Sopat  Alfred,  from  the  1st  day  of 
September,  1864,  till  this  time,  and  the 
eost  of  the  same,  apecifying  eaeh  item 
separately  ? 

Lord  GLABENCE  PAGET  aaid.  in 
reply,  that  he  would  have  no  oMeetion  to 
lay  npon  the  table  the  general  items  of 
the  eoat  of  repairs  and  alterations  of  the 
Hoyal  Sot>ereign  and  iVtn««  Contort. 
With  regard  to  the  Royal  At/red,  she  was 
not  complete,  and  therefore  the  Returns 
would  be  of  no  ralue.  After  her  comple- 
tion there  would  be  no  objection  to  produce 
the  Reterns  if  moved  for.  To  specify  each 
Hem  separately,  howeTer,  would  make  the 
document  very  Tolnminous,  and  he  hoped, 
tiierefore,  the  hon,  Oentlemau  would  be 
satisfied  with  the  general  items  showing 
theeoit. 


NAVT  AOOOXmrS,  Ae^UESTION. 

Low  ROBERT  HONTAOU  said,  he 
wished  to  ask  the  Seeretary  to  the  Trea- 
■ary,  io  reference  to  the  answer  which  he 
gave  on  Aiday,  Whether  (in  aeeondanee 
with  the  proTtsioDs  of  the  Act  9  A  10  Viet. 
0.  93)  the  accounts  of  the  Receipt  and 
Expenditure  of  the  Nary,  together  with 
the  Reports  of  the  Commissioners  of  Audit, 
were  laid  before  the  House  of  Commons 
within  one  week  after  the  assembling  of 
Parliament ;  whether  (in  accordance  with 
the  Act  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  93)  the  AcoonnU 
of  the  Customs,  of  the  Inland  Revenue, 
and  of  the  Post  Office,  wm  Uid  before 
the  House  of  Commons  within  one  week 
after  the  assembling  of  Parliament ;  and 
whether  (in  aeeordanoe  with  the  Act  HA 
15  Viet.  c.  42)  the  Commissioners  of  Works 
and  PubHe  Buildings,  and  the  Commission- 
era  of  Her  Majesty's  Woods,  Forests,  and 
Landed  Revenue  tnmsmitted  theh>  Aeeounts 
to  the  Audit  Office  on  or  before  the  30th  day 
November  last  past ;  and  whether  those 
Accounts,  together  with  the  Auditors*  Re~ 
porta  tfaeffloo,  were  tnunmitted  l»  the 


TreasnrT  on  or  before  the  3Ist  of  JantkATy 
last,  to  be  laid  before  Parliament  t 

Mr.  peel  said,  tn  reply,  that  the  direc- 
tions of  all  the  Acta  of  Parliament  had 
been  properly  complied  with.  The  Navy 
Accounts  had  been  presented  on  the  first 
day  of  the  Session,  the  Revenue  Aeeounts 
had  been  laid  upon  the  table  within  one  week 
after  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  and  the 
Works  and  Boitdings  and  Woods  and  Forests 
Accounts  had  been  sent  to  the  Audit  Board 
before  the  end  of  October,  and  had  been 
duly  returned  to  the  Treasury  before  the 
close  of  last  month. 

OONTROVERTED  ELECfTIONS. 
OSHBBAL  OOmmrEE  07  SLEOnOHS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Francis  Thorhhill 
;  Barimg,  Baronet,  Member  for  the  Borough 
of  Portsmouth,  Right  Hon.  Spenobr  Ho- 
ratio Walpole,  Member  for  the  University 
of  Cambridge,  Sir  Wnjj^  Miles,  Banmet, 
Member  for  the  Eastern  Division  of  the 
County  of  Somerset,  George  Ward  Hunt, 
Esq.,  Member  for  the  Northern  Division  of 
the  County  of  Northampton,  and  Johk 
Bonhah-Cartbb,  Esq.,  Member  for  th* 
City  of  Wioehester,  being  five  iti  the  Hem- 
bers  appmnted  by  If  r.  Speaker  to  aervo  ob 
tbe  General  Committee  of  Eleetions,  and 
not  objected  to  by  tbe  House,  were  swora 
at  the  Table  by  the  Clerk. 

COMMONS  AND  OPEN  SPACES. 
8XLB0T  OOHllinBB. 

Mb.  DOULTOK,  in  rising  to  move  for 
a  Beleet  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  heat 
meana  of  preserving  for  the  public  use  the 
Forests,  Commons,  and  Open  Spaces  in  and 
around  the  metropolis,  said,  that  the  ques- 
tion of  preserving  for  publio  nse  our  forests 
and  common  lands  around  the  metropolis 
had  been  so  often  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House  that  It  would  not  be  neces- 
sary for  him  to  occupy  more  than  a  few 
minutes  in  asking  for  a  Select  Committee. 
The  House  had  already  upon  more  than 
one  occasion  given  a  very  decided  opinion 
upon  this  question.  In  1863,  npon  tbe 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Maldon 
(Mr,  Peaeocke),  the  House  passed  a  Re- 
solution for  an  Address  to  Her  Majesty 
eolling  npon  her  to  eieroise  the  rights 
which  she  still  possessed  wi^  regaiv  to 
Bpping  Forest.  At  the  close  <rf  the  last  Ses- 
sion the  House,  by  a  decided  majority, 
expressed  its  opinion  that  it  was  tbe  duty 
of  the  Government  or  of  some  other  body  to 
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monB  or  open  spaoes  around  the  metropolis. 
There  was  this  one  rerr  remarfcahle  fact  in 
connection  with  these  dehates,  that  though 
there  was  naturallj  a  considerable  diverg- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  the 
course  then  suggested,  thne  seemed  to 
be  but  one  opinion  as  to  the  urgent  neces- 
sity of  a  Parliamentary  inquiry  into  the 
whole  qnesUon.  Indeed,  it  seemed  to  be 
one  of  those  questions  which  did  not  admit 
of  delay,  and  the  diflScnlUes  of  whieh  grew 
in  proportion  as  'Parliament  refrained 
from  a  full  inTestigation  : — ^indeed,  if  they 
might  judge  the  future  from  the  past, 
there  seemed  to  be  Uttle  doubt  that  unless 
Parliament  adopted  some  coarse  calcnlated 
to  lead  to  a  practical  solution  of  the  ques- 
tion, the  question  would  settle  itself,  or 
rather  there  wonid  be  few  commons  and 
open  spaces  near  the  metropolis  which 
would  not  be  disposed  of  for  purposes 
other  than  those  which  Parliament  be- 
liered  to  be  their  legitimate  use.  If  any 
hon.  Member  donbted  the  necessity  of 
inqairy,  he  would  remind  him  that  there 
bad  been  introdnced  this  Session  a  Bill 
whieh  proposed  to  deal  with  one  of  the 
most  important  and  valoable  of  the  oom- 
mona  around  the  metropolis — he  alluded 
to  Wimbledon  Common.  He  wished  to  ex- 
press no  opinion  upon  that  Bill,  but  merely 
to  say  that  it  furnished  a  strong  reason 
for  inquiry.  In  proposing  tho  appointment 
of  this  Committee  he  was  but  following 
out  the  opinions  and  wishes  the  House 
had  already  expressed.  In  order  to  prevent 
misapprehension,  he  would  say  that  it  was 
not  his  desire  for  one  moment  to  propose 
this  inquiry  with  a  view  to  enclosing  these 
open  spaces  and  commons  and  keeping 
them  as  neat  and  trimly  laid  out  parks. 
Bis  desire  was  rather  this— that  the  com- 
mons should  be  preserved  in  their  present 
wild  state,  which  he  believed  to  be  their 
greatest  charm,  and  that  those  by  whom 
these  commons  had  been  specially  used 
ahoald  still  have  them  for  that  free,  un- 
eontrolled,  and,  he  might  say,  boisterous 
enjoyment  whieh  it  was  impossible  for 
them  to  have  in  parks  under  restrictions. 
The  metropolis  was  well  provided  with 
parks.  Besides  the  older  parks,  there 
were  now  Battersea  and  Victoria  Parks,  a 
park  was  now  in  the  oonrse  of  formation 
in  Finsbury,  and  in  a  few  weeks  a  new 
rk  would  be  commenced  at  Bermondsey. 
hat  was  wanted  was  to  preserve  the 
commons  around  the  metropolis  with  all 
their  present  irr^lariUes.  There  was 
one  point  in  connection  with  this  aubject 
Mr.  DeviUm 


to  which  he  was  anxious  to  call  attention, 
and  it  was  this— that  the  expense  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  enclosed  parks  involved 
a  prodigious  annual  outlay  of  public  money. 
Last  year  a  sum  exceeding  £6,000  was 
voted  for  the  maintenance  of  Battorsea 
Park,  which  was  only  200  acres  in  extent, 
and  £6,000  was  also  voted  for  Victoria 
Park,  which  was  only  300  aeres.  Hon. 
Oentiemen  would  see  that,  while  the  ex- 
pense for  maintaining  the  open  spaces, 
which  gave  the  greatest  enjoyment,  might 
be  re^ooed  by  hundreds,  that  for  pre- 
serving  the  parks  must  be  reckoned  by 
thousands.  It  had  been  said  that  those 
who  sought  to  preserve  these  open  spaces 
wished  to  obtain  great  public  advantages 
by  the  confiscation  of  private  rights.  But 
no  such  wish  was  entertained,  and  at  all 
events  the  House  of  Commons  would  be 
the  last  to  favour  a  design  of  this  sort. 
He  wished  to  say  in  the  strongest  manner 
that  it  was  his  desire  to  respect  and  not 
to  invade  the  rights  of  property,  and  to 
give  full  value  for  any  interests  which  were 
trenched  upon.  But  other  than  private 
righto  were  ooocemed  in  this  question, 
public  rights  made  sacred  by  the  usage  of 
centuries  were  involved ;  and  be  hoped  tiie 
result  of  the  Committee  would  be  some 
suggestion  or  measure  which  would  on 
the  one  hand  preserve  for  tho  public  the 
enjoyment  of  those  open  spaces,  and  on  the 
other  to  reserve  without  encroachment  all 
private  rights.  The  hon.  Member  then 
moved  thata  Select  Committee  beappointed. 

Mb.  Alderman  ROSE  said,  he  rose  to 
second  the  Motion,  The  question  was  one 
connected  with  a  movement  now  going  tm 
the  importance  of  which  was  scarcely  re- 
cognized by  the  public  at  large  or  the 
House.  It  was  intMded  to  postpone  the 
Bill  for  the  enclosure  of  Wimbledon  Com- 
mon for  a  month  to  await  the  result  of  thia 
Committee,  and  if  the  Committee  were 
appointed  he  hoped  they  would  get  such 
inlonnation  as  would  prerent  ao  great  a 
public  outrage  as  the  eneloaure  of  that 
common  bdng  perpetrated.  It  was  nSA 
that  the  noble  Lord  who  was  interested  in 
the  Bill  (Eari  Spencer),  was  only  influenced 
by  a  desire  to  do  a  public  benefit ;  but 
Members  of  the  House  had  an  opportunity 
of  judging  for  themselves  of  the  public 
spirit  of  the  operation.  If  tbeywould  take 
a  ride  from  Battersea  Park  to  Wandsworth 
Common  the^  would  see  bow  the  latter 

Elace  was  being  appropriated  by  the  noble 
lord.    He  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  in 
the  If  propriatiM  of  Wa&^wth  Cmnoion 
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there  was  not  a  pablio  right  which  had  not 
been  Baeri6oed»  and  oontrarj  as  he  thooffht* 
to  law.  The  only  roadway  from  noru  to 
louth  vas  so  narrow  that  fbot-passengen 
were  in  danger  of  being  mn  orer ;  a  work- 
house and  anorial  ground  had  been  planted 
on  the  eraimon,  and  a  large  space  of 
groand  was  occupied  by  a  railway  com- 
pany, and  apparently  for  no  earthly  pur- 
pose. In  addition,  all  kinds  of  incongruous 
baildings — four-roomed,  six-roomed,  or  in- 
deed any  kind  were  springing  up  ;  and  all 
this  upon  land  which  a  few  years  ago  was 
pnblic  property.  This  was  how  the  noble 
Lord  showed  his  public  spirit ;  and  what 
was  done  on  Wandsworth  Common  he  now 
wished  to  extend  to  Wimbledon.  He  wished 
that  before  the  Bill  was  passed  for  this 
enclosure,  the  Committee  now  proposed 
would  have  reported  on  the  whole  subject. 

Mowd,  That  a  Select  Committee  he  ap- 
pointed **to  inquire  into  the  best  means 
of  preserving  for  the  public  use  the  Forests, 
Commons,  and  Open  Spaces  in  and  around 
the  Metropolis."— (ifr.  iMton.) 

YiaooDiiT  BURT  said,  that  being  one 
of  the  Members  who  had  ehaige  of  the 
Bill  which  had  been  stigmatized  by  the 
last  speaker  as  a  public  outrage,  he  oould 
not  remain  silent.  He  desired  to  say  that 
whatever  might  be  thought  of  the  enclo- 
sure of  Wimbledon  Common  it  was  certain 
that  Earl  Spencer  proposed  to  dedicate  to 
the  public,  rights  which  were  believed  by 
his  legal  adviser  to  be  of  very  considerable 
extent ;  and  the  noble  Lord  was  surely 
perpetrating  no  public  outrage  when  he 
took  the  only  constitutional  way  of  bring- 
ing the  subject  of  that  gift  before  the 
public.  Lord  Spencer's  legal  position  was 
such  that  he  need  not  have  applied  to  this 
House  for  power  to  do  that  which  tlie 
Enolosnre  Bill  proposed  to  do.  However 
that  might  he,  and  what^er  his  rights 
might  be,  his  Lordship  was  quite  willing 
— nay,  desired — that  the  whole  qnestton 
should  he  referred  to  the  Committee  which 
had  just  been  moved  for,  bo  that  it  might 
there  be  discussed.  Lord  Spencer  did  not 
shrink  from  inquiry— he  courted  it ;  and 
if  upon  consideration  the  Committee  ob- 
jected to  the  enclosure  the  noble  Lord 
would  no  doubt  be  prepared  to  consider 
whether  he  should  not  give  up  the  power 
of  encIoBore.  At  any  rate,  this  and  other 
qaestions  were  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee and  to  be  discussed  by  them,  and 
meanwhile  he  protested  against  the  lao- 

Siage  of  the  hen.  Gentleman,  as  to  whom 
e  Uorar  of  this  Resolution  might  well 


say,  "  Save  me  from  my  friends  !"  Having 
|»stponed  the  Wimbledon  Cominon  Bill 
in  order  that  the  Committee  miglit  decide 
upon  it,  he  oould  onlj  express  his  hope 
that  the  House  would  aceede  to  the  Hoticai. 

CoLOitEii  NORTH  Bud,  he  did  not  know 
anything  about  Wandsworth  Common,  but 
could  not  for  a  moment  agree  to  what 
had  been  said  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Southampton  (Mr.  Alderman  Rose)  as  to 
Wimbledon.  It  was  hardly  necessary  to  de- 
fend Earl  Spencer's  character,  for  everyone 
who  knew  him  would  feet  that  what  had 
been  said  of  him  by  the  hon.  Member  was 
perfectly  unjust.  He  had  himself  property 
at  Putney,  and  with  other  owners  of  pro- 
perty was  opposed  to  the  enclosure  of 
Wimbledon  Common ;  but,  however  they 
might  differ  from  Ijord  Spencer  as  to  the 
mode  of  carrying  out  his  views,  no  one 
could  have  acted  more  candidly,  fairly,  and 
liberally.  He  (Colonel  North)  was  against 
the  enclosure  of  the  oommon,  but  then 
that  was  only  hia  individual  opinion.  The 
public  had  for  years  enjoyed  Wimbledon 
Common  in  all  its  natural  wildness,  and 
he  thought  it  should  he  continued  in  that 
state  rather  than  he  converted  into  an 
ornamental  park.  Earl  Spencer  said,  that 
if  when  the  subject  came  before  the 
Committee  the  feeling  there  was  adverse 
to  enclosure  he  would  reconsider  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  he  was  sure  his  Lordship  would 
carry  out  this  promise. 

Mb.  Aldebhan  ROSE  said,  that  if  he 
had  expressed  his  opinions  in  other  than 
the  ordinary  terms  allowed  in  debate  he 
would  readily  apoligize.  He  felt  strongly 
on  the  subject,  and  if  he  had  used  unpar- 
liamentary terms  he  would  willingly  with- 
draw them. 

Mb.  JACKSON  said,  that  before  the 
Committee  Was  appointed  the  House 
ought  clearly  to  understand  whether  this 
was  only  the  beginning  of  a  further  charge 
upon  the  ConsoIidatM  Fund.  They  all 
remembered  how  that  Fund  had  become 
chargeable  in  connection  with  matters  of 
science  and  art.  No  less  a  sum  than 
{£60,000  had  been  spent  out  of  the  Im- 
perial exchequer  for  Battersea  Park  ;  and 
though  it  was  said  that  the  park  would  pay 
itself  by  the  sate  of  surplus  property,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  never  sanction  the 
Government  becoming  speculators  in  build- 
ing land.  He  trusted  it  would  be  clearly 
understood  that  whatever  was  done  by  the 
Committee  or  upon  their  Report,  there 
weald  be  no  demand  for  mone*  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund.    Digitized  by  dOOglC 
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Us.  LOCKE  Mid,  he  would  support  tb1» 
Motion  u  he  bad  Bupparted  a  liaailar  one 
l^t  y^ac,  which  carried  by  a  large  ma- 
jori^,  but  it  Mug  late  in  the  Session 
there  was  no  time  to  i^ppoint  a  Committee. 
The  duties  of  the  Committee  bow  to  be 
appointed  would  therefore  be  simplified  in< 
atmuch  as  thej  would  not  have  to  inquire 
whether  these  spaces  should  be  kept  open, 
but  where  the  monej  for  keeping  them 
open  was  to  come  fcom.  His  hon.  Friend 
waa  correct  in  auuming  this,  and  depre- 
cated any  gr^nt  from  the  pifblio  purse  for 
the  parpose.  Now.  he  did  not  agree  with 
this  Tiew«  and  was  sorry  that  his  hoii.Friend 
did  not  feel  more  for  thv  oi^ntal  of  his 
eountrj.  Hon.  Uembers  came  up  to  town 
from  uieir  oonstituenoiea  and  performed 
thar  duties  here  in  the  most  exemplary 
manner ;  but  when  they  went  down  to 
their  constituents  they  often  for|;ot  the 
enlarged  views  which  they  bad  imbibed 
here,  and  adopted  the  contracted  views 
which  were  enjoyed  by  some  persons  in  the 
country.  So  it  was  with  his  hoo.  Friend. 
His  hon.  Friend  represented  a  constituency 
far  away  from  the  metropolis.  No  man 
was  more  constant  in  gracing  the  House 
with  his  presence,  and  when  in  London  no 
one  was  more  generous  or  more  delighted 
to  enjoy  the  parks  wfaich  were  the  orna- 
ments of  the  metropolis  ;  but  when  in  the 
country  he  forgot  his  duty  to  the  capital 
of  his  country,  and  he  adopted  the  views 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Norfolk  (Ur. 
BenUnck),  and  objected  to  a  single  shilling 
of  Imperial  money  bung  laid  out  on  Lon- 
don, rieverthclesfl,  it  was  necessary  to  do 
something  more  for  the  metropolis,  to 
which  everybody  came,  than  for  every 
small  town  oat  of  London.  What  had 
been  done  with  respect  to  Battersea  Park? 
It  certainly  was  beautifully  laid  out,  but 
a  toll  was  put  on  Chelsea  Bridge,  and 
the  consequence  was  that  the  land  which 
surrounded  the  park,  and  which  otherwise 
might  be  let  to  advantage,  coutd  not  be 
let  at  all  now.  No  persons  would  take 
houses  situated  tn  suoh  a  place  that  they 
could  not  go  from  it  into  the  land  of  the 
living  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  river 
without  paying  toll,  except  on  a  Sunday, 
Christmas  Bay,  and  Qood  Friday.  The 
hon.  Member  for  West  Norfolk  was  very 
effective  on  a  former  occasion  in  objecting 
to  the  toll  being  taken  off  Chelsea  Bridge, 
on  the  pruuiple  that  the  Hooae  bad  no 
right  to  spend  anything  npon  the  metro- 
polis; but  there  would  Iwre  been  no  neces- 
aity  to  spend  public  mooey  on  BattwiM 


Park  if  the  toU  bad  been  taken  off  Ch«^ 
sea  Bridge,  for  the  had  in  th^  naigblwar' 
heod,  belonging  to  Qovemmont,  would 
then  have  become  so  valuable  that  tha 
proceeds  would  have  defrayed  all  the  ex- 
pense. He  would  not  now  go  into  thfl 
question  of  Wimbledon  Common  fui<th«r 
than  to  say  that  he  confessed  to  having  a 
strong  feeling  iguust  any  fence  lending  to 
restrict  the  eigoyment  of  the  people  beug 
set  up  in  open  spaces  ;  hut,  as  far  aa  he 
could  collect,  he  understood  (hat  the  nobU 
Lord  who  proposed  to  lay  out  Wimbledon 
Common  would  bo  re^dy  to  be  guided  bj 
tbs  decision  of  the  Committee,  now  mov^ 
for,  whatever  that  decision  nvght  he.  Ho 
trusted  tliAt  Cli^phaai  Common  would  al- 
ways b«  preserved  in  its  present  state. 
Wandsworth  Commou,  unfortunately,  had 
been  converted  into  a  moat  detestable 
place,  but  not  entirely  by  the  noble  Lord. 
A.  railway  went  through  it,  and  he  never 
understood  that  a  rulway  cutting  could 
possibly  improve  any  spot.  A  large  school 
and  prison  were  also  there;  hut  those  were 
more  public  establishments  than  aoytbing 
else,  and  be  did  not  think  that  the  nobie 
Lord  could  be  taken  to  task  entirely  for 
them,  tbot^h,  no  doubt,  he  gave  hia  cod-. 
sent  to  their  oonstmotion.  The  Comnuttee 
now  moved  for  waa  proposed  with  the  view 
of  protecting  the  rights  of  the  public 
against  invasion,  and  if  it  should  be  able 
to  lay  down  any  clear  and  jnst  principlet 
with  regard  to  these  common  lands  to  be 
embodied  in  a  Bill,  then,  so  for  from  the 
time  of  the  Gentlemen  serving  on  it  bung 
thrown  away,  a  great  advantage  would  bo 
conferred  npon  the  public. 

Mb.  BENTINCK  said,  he  did  not  object 
to  auy  amount  of  money  being  spent  on 
the  decoration  of  the  metropolis,  but  he 
contended  that  it  ought  not  to  come  out 
of  the  Imperial  purse.  He  was  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  on  what  possible  ground  of 
fairness  and  equity  a  claim  could  be  made 
by  the  metropolis  upon  the  public  purse 
for  its  improvement  and  adornment,  when 
if  any  other  city  in  the  country  made  a 
similar  claim  it  wontd  be  hooted  aud 
scorned.  He  hoped  that  as  long  as  the 
House  of  Commooi  exercised  a  control 
over  that  purse  it  would  oppote  itself  to 
these  rwacious  proceedings. 

Mb.  T0BREN3  inquired  to  what  di%* 
tanoe  from  the  metropolii  would  the  pro* 
posed  inquiry  apply. 

Mb.  DOULTCm :  Fifteen  milei. 

Mb.  COWPER  Bud,  that  lait  year, 
when  the  boo.  Member  foi||^bi^^g|^r. 
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Donlton)  brought  this  Bubject  before  ihe 
House,  be  suggested  that  be  should  more 
for  a  Seleot  Committee,  and  he  was  glad 
be  bad  acted  upon  that  suggestion.  The 
•abject  was  one  of  great  interest  and  im- 
portance to  all  residing  in  London,  bat  a 
great  deal  of  information  respecting  it  was 
required  before  it  could  be  ripe  for  legist 
lation,  and  he  believed  that  the  details 
wbiob  the  Committee  would  receive  would 
be  valuable.  At  present  London  was  pecu- 
Uarlj  fortunate,  both  as  to  the  parks  which 
were  chiefly  in  the  centre  of  it,  and  as  to 
the  large  open  ipaoes  which  snrrounded  it 
on  all  sides.  There  were  within  the  limits  of 
the  metropolis  no  lessthantwentyeigbtcom- 
mons  and  greens  opeg  freely  to  the  public. 
These  were  becoming  every  day  of  greater 
importance  to  the  people,  because  toe  rail- 
ways enabled  great  numbers  of  the  poorest 
as  weU  as  the  richer  classes  to  enjoy 
them  ;  while,  on  the  other  band,  the  rapid 
and  enormoas  growth  of  the  City  had  a 
constant  tendency  to  destroy  them.  Saff- 
ron Hill,  Rosemary  Lane,  Majfair,  and 
other  places  whose  pleasant  names  recalled 
the  memory  of  agreeable  walks,  bad  long 
Mnce  been  cngulpbed,  and  the  progress  of 
buildnig  natarally  presented  a  temptation 
to  convert  the  rights  in  commons  into 
money.  He  thought  that  the  private 
rights  over  saob  places  were  worth  being 
bought  by  a  wealthy  city  like  tbia,  and 
preserved  to  the  peo^ile.  He  agreed 
that  what  were  wanted  m  the  suburbs  of 
London  were  not  so  much  ornamental  parks 
as  open  spaces  in  their  natural  beauty 
and  native  wildness  ;  but  he  must  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  persuasions  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Soutbwark  (Mr. 
Locke),  who  seemed  to  think  that  the 
expenditure  required  for  preserving  and 
maintaining  those  places  should  come 
out  of  the  national  purse.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  expenditure  required  for 
the  preservation  of  these  suburban  places 
of  recreaUon,  was  peculiarly  local  and 
municipal,  and  had  nothing  Imperial  in 
its  character — they  were  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  residents  of  the  metropolis ; 
and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Government 
that  if  this  Committee  were  granted,  and 
they  wished  it  to  be  so  understood,  it  would 
be  a  waste  of  time  for  them  to  turn  their 
attention  to  the  question  of  meeting  the  ex- 
penditure out  of  Imperial  funds.  He  knew 
it  was  the  custom  to  say  that  the  rate- 
payers of  the  metropolis  were  already  too 
heavily  burdened,  but  there  were  resources 
•till  undeveloped ;  for  instance,  one  large 


class  of  property  did  not  contribute  du-eotly 
to  permanetnt  improvements  of  the  metro- 
polis— the  o.wners  of  the  fee  simple  of  land 
did  not  pay  in  that  capacity,  all  the  ezpen* 
diture  being  drawn  from  the  ocoupiers. 
He  thought  his  hon.  Friend  had  ma^  out 
goodgroand  for  his  Motion.  The  preserva- 
tion of  these  open  spaoes  was  important 
to  the  healtb  and  enjoyment  of  those  who 
lived  in  the  metropolis;  and  be  thought  that 
consideration  m^nt  he  osefulty  given  by  the 
Committee  to  questions  of  fact  and  law. 
and  application  of  metropolitan  faoda,  which 
might  prepare  the  way  for  future  action. 

Ha.  FEACOCEE  said,  that  where  tho 
lord  of  the  manor  and  the  homage  could 
come  to  terms  together,  it  was  unnecessary 
to  apply  to  Parliament  for  any  further 
powers  with  respect  to  enclosure  ;  but  if 
they  were  unable  to  oome  to  terms,  then  an 
application  to  Parliament  for  such  powers 
was  requisite.  The  whole  question  as  to 
Wimbledon  Common  turned  npon  whether 
Lord  Spencer  bad  the  right  to  enclose  in 
conjunotion  with  the  homage.  If  be  had 
the  right  to  do  so,  with  the  consent  of  the 
homage,  there  was  no  necessity  for  coming 
to  that  House.  If,  on  the  other  band,  the 
right  was  disputed,  it  was  only  natural 
that  he  should  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
sanction  of  tbe  Legislature  for  his  proposal. 
If  be  was  giving  up  &uy  of  his  rights  to 
tbe  pablic,  it  waa,  of  course,  very  disinte- 
rested in  him.  Some  persons  who  dwelt 
in  the  neighbourhood  said  he  had  not  these 
legal  rights.  It  was  proposed  to  refer  it 
to  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
subject,  and  ascertain,  at  all  events,  what 
primd  /ocw  case  could  be  made  out ;  and 
then,  with  tbe  Committee's  Report  before 
it,  the  House  would  be  able  to  see  what 
was  to  be  done.  If  Lord  Spencer  had 
illegally  dealt  with  Waudswortfa  Common, 
why  did  not  tbe  gentiemen  living  in  the 
neighbourhood  form  themselves  into  a  corn* 
mittee  and  club  together  for  tbe  protection 
of  their  rights  ? 

Me.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  said,  that  no 
doubt  the  last  speaker  was  right  in  saying 
that  if  the  public  bad  no  legal  right  to  be 
upon,  or  to  nse  the  commons,  the  lord  of 
the  manor  could  at  any  time,  with  the 
consent  of  the  eommoners,  enclose  a  com- 
mon. But  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  public 
had  any  rights  over  the  common,  the  lord 
could  not  enclose  without  an  Act  of  Farlia^ 
ment.  The  question  of  Wimbledon  Com- 
mon was  one  of  detail,  and  it  would,  no 
doubt,  be  brought  before  the  Committee. 
After  reading  ike  "r^^^^Sgbtedt^ 
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satisfied  that  Lord  Spenoer  hail  intended 
to  act  in  an  eitremelj  generons  Bpirit  to- 
wardH  the  pablic.  It  was  a  question  how 
far  the  noble  Lord's  Tiews  might  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  people  of  Wimbledon  ;  and 
if  he  was  dissatisfied  with  the  reeeption  it 
had  met  with,  he  might  eonsole  nimsdf 
with  the  reflection  that  persons  who  did 
generous  things  of  that  kind  did  not  always 
set  the  credit  they  deserred,  becaase,  while 
he  was  giving  np  what  might  be  of  great 
prospeotire  value  to  him,  they  were  only 
receiving  that  which  they  had  always  en- 
joyed. But ,  he  would  address  himself  to 
the  case  of  oommona,  where,  perhaps,  they 
could  not  expect  the  lords  of  the  manor  to 
be  so  generous,  such  as  those  of  Blackheath, 
Hampstead.Clapham,  and  many  others,  and 
be  believed  there  were  about  seventy  com- 
mons and  greens  of  various  sises  within 
fifteen  miles  of  London,  which  were  all 
in  jeopardy  under  the  present  state  of 
things.  The  state  of  the  law  as  regarded 
public  rights  was  very  embarrassing  and 
nasatisfootory.  and  certainly  not  sach  as 
those  who  advocated  the  cause  of  the 

Snblic  oould  desire.  Through  the  later 
ecisions  of  the  Courts  of  Law,  what  were 
recognised  at  one  time  as  the  rights  and 
customs  of  the  public  in  respect  to  recrea- 
tion had  been  almost  refined  away  to  no- 
thing. It  was  very  nnfortunate  that  that 
should  be  so  ;  and  it  wonld,  he  thought,  be 
one  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the 
Committee  to  investigate  what  the  rights 
of  the  public  really  were,  and  see  whe- 
ther rights  which  had  in  fact  been  en- 
joyed for  many  centuries  could  not  be 
restored  to  the  people.  He  would,  first 
of  all,  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
(we  of  the  first  eases  in  which  public 
rights  in  this  matter  were  acknowledged 
in  a  court  of  law.  It  occurred  in  the 
days  of  Charles  II.,  when  public  amuse- 
ments revived  after  the  duller  times 
of  the  Puritans.  The  inhabitants  of  a 
town  claimed  the  right  of  danmng  on  a 
common  in  theii  immediate  vicinity,  and 
Sir  Matthew  Hale  decided  that  it  was  a 
good  custoro,  and  tbat  it  was  necessary  for 
the  inhabitants  to  have  their  recreation. — 
{Abbottv.  Weekly,  1  Levinz't  BeportM,  176.) 
That  was  always  regarded  as  a  leading 
case  in  which  the  rights  of  the  public 
had  been  properly  determined.  But  there 
always  appeared  to  be  a  kind  of  dualism 
at  work  in  our  courts  of  law— a  contest 
between  the  opposite  principles  of  good 
and  evil—and  whenever  a  good  principle 
vas  lud  down  bj  one  JodgOt  Another 
Mr.  ahMoLefevre 


Jud^e  came  afterwards  and,  while  aeknow- 
ledgmg  the  previous  decision,  showed  how 
it  could  be  refined  away  until  nothing  of  it 
was  left.  He  wonld  point  out  how  the 
grand  principle  of  Sir  Matthew  Hale  came 
to  be  frittered  away.  Soon  after  the  ease 
that  he  had  mentioned  had  been  derided, 
another  oame  before  me  of  onr  oonrts,  in 
which  the  inhabitants  of  a  parish  claimed 
by  custom  from  time  immemorial  to  enjoy 
the  liberty  of  playing  at  all  kinds  of  lawful 
games,  sports,  and  pastimes,  at  all  season- 
able times  of  the  year,  at  tbeir  free  will 
and  pleasure.  They  also  pat  their  claim 
in  another  form,  pleading  the  same  custom 
for  alt  persons  at  the  time  being  in  the  said 
parish,  Tbe  court  aokoowledged  the  vali* 
dity  of  the  decision  which  he  Dad  already 
quoted,  but  said — 

"  It  has  been  objected  that  it  It  is  notaUeged 

that  tbe  pastimes  were  allowed  for  the  neoessar; 
recreation  of  the  inlisbitanta ;  bat  the  ease  In  I 
Levint  decides  that  it  is  necesaarj  for  the  inhabit- 
ants to  liaro  SQch  recreation  ;  if  so,  it  is  matter 
of  law.  Bat  tbe  oortom  anfolded  io  tbe  second 
plea  is  as  antenable  as  the  first  is  tenable ;  be- 
cause what  is  there  stated  may  be  claimed  b7  all 
the  inhabitants  of  England,  Customi  mait  be 
ia  tbeir  natore  oonflned  Io  indiTidoaU  within  a 
oertain  district."— <i1t(dk  v.  BaM^t^  %  &  Bl. 
398, 

That  was  the  first  entrance  of  the  evil 
spirit  which  got  rid  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  declaring  that  although  when  con- 
fined to  the  inhabitants  of  a  particular 
place  the  right  was  good,  yet  it  was  bad 
if  it  could  be  claimed  by  the  whole  public. 
Again,  in  a  recent  case,  arising  out  of  the 
disputes  of  the  turf,  the  trustees  of  the 
Jockey  Club,  who  were  lords  of  the  manor 
of  Newmarket  Heath  had  warned  off  the 
race-course  a  gentleman  who  had  made 
some  very  ugly  animadverrions  upon  them. 
The  gentleman  refused  to  go;  they  tnmed 
him  off ;  and  the  ease  was  brought  before 
a  court  of  law.  He  pleaded  an  immemorial 
custom  on  the  part  of  the  public  to  go  and 
seetfaeraeesheldatNewmu-ket.  The  court, 
in  accordance  wittv  the  decision  he  had  just 
cited,  decided  that  the  custom  having  been 
laid  in  all  the  Queen's  subjects  was  had ; 
that  the  public  had  no  right  to  be  there  ; 
but  it  Intimated  that  if  the  defendant  could 
have  claimed  as  an  inhabitant  of  New- 
market, he  might  possibly  have  maintained 
the  custom.  Another  case  occurred  in  re- 
spect to  Bppiog  Forest,  and  he  would  ven- 
ture to  read  to  the  House  what  took  place 
in  that  case,  because  ft  was  very  material, 
as  showing  to  what  the  rigbtaof  the  public, 
■cknoTledged  in  i$)^z£r^rW3>9^^ 
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been  at  lut  reduced  in  this  matter.  In 
tbat  c&te  the  manor  enclosed  was  a  portion 
of  Bpping  Forest,  and  formed  a  kind  of 
pnblic  green  in  the  hamlet  of  Woodrord. 
Tlie  people  hod  been  in  tho  habit  of  going 
there  from  time  immemorial,  and  making 
nae  of  it  for  purposes  of  reereation.  It 
vas  enclosed  by  the  lord  of  the  manor, 
and  the  inhabiunts  objected  to  the  eo- 
elosure.  Thej  laid  their  claim  as  being 
in  the  inhabitants  of  the  partienlar  Tillage. 
They  Bmt  uid  there  was  a  right  of  waj,  and 
then  that  the  inhabitant*  were  io  the  habit 
of  plajing  at  all  lawful  games  on  the 
ffroond.  In  inmmiog  up  to  the  jury  Mr. 
Joatice  Wightman  said — 

The  qaettion  is.  wheiber  there  was  a  way  over 
the  spot  where  the  hurdles  w«re  pat  up.  In  one 
sense  there  was  s  way  there  and  everywhere,  lor 
it  appears  that  the  green  was  part  of  the  anoient 
forest,  and  the  eSeot  of  the  eridenoe  is  that  people 
went  wborem  th^  liked  ;  and  so,  in  that  sense, 
tho  whole  forest  was  one  great  way.  .  .  Bat 
there  was  no  distinet  eridenoe  of  any  definite  way 
in  any  partienlar  direotion ;  and  thoagh  there 
were  tracks  from  time  to  time  which  might  last 
for  a  few  weeks  or  months,  there  was  no  beaten 
or  enduring  track  in  any  one  direction  which  had 
lasted  for  years.  .  .  .  Then  as  to  the  alleged 
enetom,  it  is  laid  in  tbe  inhabitants,  but  the  proof 
is  wider  thui  tbe  plea,  for  it  appears  that  all  tbe 
world  went  whererer  they  pleased.  It  nuy  be  a 
qnestion  whether  that  wonld  be  a  good  custom  in 
law,  and  of  coarse  if,  in  point  of  foot,  it  is  proved 
as  to  all  the  world,  it  is  proved  as  to  the  inhabi- 
tants. On  the  other  hand,  if  tho  plea  be  taken 
to  mean  thai  tbe  subject  is  only  in  tbe  inhabitants, 
it  Is  disproTsd,  for  tbe  proof  shows  it  to  be,  if  it 
eiists  at  all,  in  all  the  world." — (See  Sehwvtge  i. 
Dowell,  3  Foiter  and  Finlaim'i  Biport,  p.  815.) 

The  meaning  of  this  was  that  althoagh 
the  custom  lay  in  the  inhabitants  it 
would  not  lie  in  all  tbe  world,  and  then 
that  if  it  coald  be  prored  to  lie  in  all  the 
world  the  custom  was  bad.  It  amounted 
to  this,  that  the  eostom  of  a  Tillage  like 
Woodford  to  play  on  a  green,  when  en- 
golfed  by  a  great  town  tike  London,  be- 
came bad,  because  it  was  enjoyed  by  all 
the  public.  Now  that  was.  in  his  opinion, 
a  most  monetrouB  conclusion.  It  might  be 
law,  but  certainly  was  opposed  to  common 
tense  and  to  practice.  This  doctrine  of 
general  custom  appeared  to  hare  been  de- 
rired  from  some  blaetletter  lawyer.  In 
Fitwr'f  Abridgmgnt  it  was  stated — 

"  A  custom  which  may  be  general,  and  attend 
io  all  tbe  sotgeets  in  England,  and  Is  not  warranted 
by,  but  contrary  to  the  common  law,  Isroid." 

He  then  went  on  to  describe  what  a  good 
eostom  was,  gifing  the  following  as  a 
■peeimen  of  a  good  eoitoni  i— 
TOI..  OLXXYH.  [mBDsnaw,] 
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"In  tho  Isle  of  Man  is  a  eustom  that  if  one 
steals  a  horse  he  shall  not  be  hanged,  bat  shall  be 
fined  and  go  qnit,  becanse  tbe  owner  may  have  his 
horse  again,  and  it  cannot  be  eaten ;  but  if  one 
steals  a  hen  or  a  oapon.  he  shall  be  banged,  for  it 
shall  be  intended  that  it  was  taken  to  be  eaten, 
and  so  the  owner  could  nerer  hare  it  again.  This 
is  a  good  custom." 

Such  according  to  this  authority  was  a  good 
custom  ;  but  where  it  liad  been  the  eaetom 
for  a  whole  people  to  play  on  a  open 
common,  like  Clapham  or  Blaokheath,  it 
was  a  bad  custom.  He  thought  tho  House 
most  feel  where  such  ridieulous  doctrines 
preralled  the  proper  way  was  to  alter  the 
law  and  say  that  a  eostom  ahould  not  be 
bad  because  it  was  a  general  custom.  It 
might  perhaps  be  said,  why  not  buy  op 
the  interests  of  the  lords  of  the  manor? 
That  only  raised  the  same  question  in 
another  form,  beonuse,  if  the  public  had  no 
rights  whatever  orer  the  commons,  then 
the  compensation  would  have  to  be  giren 
for  all  these  commons  assessed  as  building 
land,  worth  from  £400  to  £600  an  acre  ; 
and  it  would  be  impossible  to  find  the 
money  for  it.  fiiit  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  public  had  rights  of  reereation,  then  a 
comparatiToly  Tery  small  sum  would  par- 
chase  tho  manorial  rights  of  pasturage, 
and  digging  sand  and  groTel.  At  any 
rate,  he  hoped  that  the  rights  of  the  poblio 
would  be  fully  discussed  in  the  Committee, 
and  that  if  neeeBsary  the  law  would  be 
altered  in  the  sense  ho  bad  referred  to. 

Mb.  marsh  hoped  tbe  object  contem- 
plated by  the  appointment  of  ibis  Commit- 
tee would  be  attained,  but  that  not  a  single 
shilling  of  public  money  would  be  expended 
upon  it.  He  altogether  objected  to  tho 
expenditure  of  public  money  for  the  ezcln- 
BiTe  benefit  of  the  metropolli.  It  was  said 
the  metropolis  was  highly  taxed  ;  but  his 
constitoents  were  taxed  quite  as  hearily  as 
the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  rery  unfair  that  tbey 
should  be  further  taied  for  the  embellish- 
ment or  reereation  of  the  Londoners. 

Mb.  cox  Boid,  that  in  1862  the  lords  of 
the  manor  of  Cbigwell,  Essex,  had  come  to 
Parliament  to  obtain  permission  to  enclose 
the  portion  of  Epping  Forest  lying  in  that 
manor,  but  on  his  (Mr.  Cox's)  Motion  tho 
Bill  was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
when  so  good  a  cose  did  the  public  make 
that  the  Bill  came  hack  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  fifty  acres  of  ground  ahould 
be  left  free  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  metropolis.  That  recommendation 
was  adopted  by  the  House ;  hqt  the  allot- 
ment had  not  yot  hi|«iem9<VnO^>l^ 
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should  like  to  bear  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Trcaaory  yrhy  the  Inclosure  Commi»- 
BioDers  had  not  jet  made  that  allotment. 
It  was  of  considerable  importance  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  should  know 
where  those  fifty  acres  were  to  be  allotted. 
An  impression  prevailed  that  the  ground 
allotted  would  be  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses useless,  consisting  of  gravel  pits  in 
one  portion  and  a  swamp  in  another.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Hr.  Feel),  how- 
ever, had  assured  him  that  such  would  not 
be  the  case ;  but,  up  to  the  present  Ume, 
no  precise  information  had  been  given  on 
the  subject.  He  would  suggest  to  bis  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Lambeth  not  now 
to  fix  any  limit  beyond  which  the  Commit- 
tee should  not  direct  their  attention.  As 
he  (Mr.  Coz)  conceived  that  point  would  be 
the  first  to  he  considered  and  settled  by  the 
Committee  with  regard  to  portionsof  Eppiog 
Forest  which  could  not  be  enclosed  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Crown,  he  admitted 
that  oonsiderable  hardship  existed ;  but 
there  was  no  desire  to  deprive  nuy  lord  of 
the  manor  or  any  commoner  of  any  right 
they  possessed.  They  might  hare  the 
whole  lands  not  heretofore  used  by  the 
public  for  recreation,  provided  only  tiie 
200  or  300  acres  which  had  been  so 
naed  were  left  in  different  parts  of  the 
Forest.  This  would  not  entul  on  them 
one  sixpence  of  expense.  No  enclosure  was 
necessary,  no  trees  need  be  cut  down,  no 
gravel  walks  made ;  the  ground  might  be 
given  in  the  same  wild  state  in  which  it 
now  was. 

Mb.DOULTON  observed,  that  the  limit 
he  should  propose  would  be  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles  around  the  metropolis. 

Motion  agreed  to     Select  Oommittee 

And,  on  March  3,  Select  Committee 
Romtttotod  as  follows : — 

Mr.  DovLTON,  Mr.  Cowpju,  VisooDDt  Bdbt. 
Sir  Ommki  WiLLotreHBT,  Mr.  Loou  Knra,  Mr. 
Dn  Cars,  Mr.  BbkbtBailub,  Sir  Johh  Sbbllbt, 
Mr.  Josn  Tollkxaobi,  Mr.  Kinnaibs,  Mr.  But- 
TiRos,  Mr.  PiAoooKt,  Mr.  Uarburt,  Mr.  Vahoi, 
Mr.  Locks,  Mr.  Ltall,  Mr.  Buxroir,  Mr.  Tobbehb, 
Mr.  Shaw  LxnTBi,  Mr.  Alderman  RosB,  and  Hr. 
Cox:— Power  to  send  for  persona,  papers,  aad 
records;  Fivs  to  be  the  qnorom. 

ARUT(BECRUITINO).— ADDRESS  FOB  A 
ROTAL  COMUISSION. 

Mb.  O'RBILLT  rose  to  call  attention 
to  the  present  mode  of  recruiting  for  the 
arm^,  not  merely  with  a  view  to  the  diffi- 
cnlties  now  found  of  keeping  up  the  strength 
of  the  army,  bat  also  of  placing  H  on  a 
sounder  and  better  fooUog  in  case  of 

Mr.  Chx 


war.  The  military  strength  of  the  na- 
tion depended  not  only  on  keeping  tlio 
army  in  a  state  of  efficiency  in  time  of 
pesce,  but  on  the  means  of  recruiting  it  to 
whatever  extent  was  necessary  in  case  of 
war.  Tbe  efficient  power  of  recruiting  was 
the  best  guarantee  for  peace,  because  it 
enabled  us  at  sbort  notice  to  be  ready  for 
war.  Every  one  who  compared  the  mili- 
tary ctmdition  of  this  country  with  that  of 
Continental  nations  must  see  that  the  ques- 
tion of  recruiting  was  considered  tbe  weak 
point  in  the  Bnglish  army.  Alone  of  all 
the  great  Powers  of  Europe  we  relied  on 
voluntary  enlistment  in  oppt^ition  to  con- 
scription. There  could  he  no  doubt  that 
every  Continental  nation  looked  with  con- 
fidence to  the  result  of  a  lengthened  re- 
cruiting as  a  considerable  difficulty  to  tbe 
commanding  streugtb  of  our  army  in  time  of 
war.  In  other  countries  where  conscription 
existed  reserve  after  reserve  could  be  called 
into  the  field.  In  France,  for  instance, 
the  strength  of  the  army  was  400,000, 
but  it  could  easily  be  increased  to  700,000. 
It  was  only  necessary  to  call  out  one  class 
after  aootiier,  and  tiie  effect  was  im- 
mediatdy  produced.  He  was  jiutified  in 
saying  that  military  men  had  great  doubts 
wheUier  the  present  system  of  recruiting 
would  be  sufficient  to  keep  up  the  strength 
of  the  army  required  for  home,  colonial, 
and  Indian  service.  In  consequence  of  the 
number  of  men  who  took  their  discharge 
on  limited  enlistments,  great  difficulty  was 
found  even  now  ;  but  the  difficulty  would 
be  much  greater  in  a  time  of  pressure  and 
of  war.  In  the  Crimean  war,  and  during 
tbe  Indian  mutiny  tbe  difficulty  of  recruit- 
ing tbe  army  was  extreme.  To  what  did 
our  system  amount  ?  Recruiting  sergeants 
were  sent  into  the  towns,  chiefly  the  great 
towns,  to  pick  up  a  casual  acquaintance 
with  the  waifs  and  strays  of  aociety,  and 
induce  them  to  enter  the  army  partly 
through  destitution  and  want  of  employ- 
ment, and,  in  very  many  instances,  through 
the  inducement  of  drink.  From  these 
sources  the  army  was  recruited  in  time  of 
peace ;  but  in  time  of  war  these  aources 
wore  soon  exhausted.  The  bounty  was 
then  raised,  and  that  enabled  us  to  get 
still  farther  the  sweepings  of  the  town;  but 
when  we  had  exhausted  that  class  we  were 
very  nearly  at  tlie  end  of  our  resources. 
We  could  not  fall  back  on  the  agricultural 
class,  whom  we  could  not  induce  to  enter 
the  army  ;  and  what  was  more,  we  found 
that  the  very  increase  of  our  JwanUes.aud 
tbe  exertimis  we  bad  mac^(p4di[@B^b@ila 
of  another  class.   The  Tim«$  gareiu  ae- 
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ooant  of  the  orgaoized  sjstem  of  enliBtment 
and  desertion  which  had  been  found  to 
eiist  in  North  America ;  bat  it  was  sup- 
posed that  nothing  of  the  kind  ever  hap- 
pened in  this  country.  That  was  a  mistake. 
Soring  the  Orimean  war  and  the  Indian 
mntiny  a  very  similar  state  of  things  pre- 
Tailed.  A  I^rliamentary  Retam  showed 
that  out  of  90,000  acddiers  enlisted  in 
little  more  than  a  year,  20.000  deserted. 
Id  fact,  the  crimps  who  kept  the  taverns 
at  which  recraits  were  obtained  pat  them 
up  to  the  trick  of  deserting,  and  the  pro- 
ceeding was  reduced  to  a  regular  sjstem. 
It  was,  however,  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  War  Office,  and  meaaarea  were 
taken  to  check  it.  The  reason  of  the  evil 
was  manifest.  It  was  snid  that  our  sjitteni 
of  enlistment  caught  oriljr  the  idle  classes 
of  the  tovrns.  In  fact  it  was,  espeeiallj 
in  time  of  war,  only  anoUier  form  of 
the  press-gang,  with  drink  as  its  instru- 
ment instead  of  violence.  Oar  system  of 
recruiting  did  not  bring  us  at  all  in  contact 
with  the  steady  agrioultnral  population,  it 
did  not  bring  home  to  their  knowledge  the 
real  position  of  a  soldier ;  and,  therefore, 
did  not  strike  its  roots  into  the  country 
from  which  the  class  we  recruited  did  not 
come,  and  to  which  they  did  not  at  the 
expiration  of  their  service  return.  Yet 
much  had  been  done  to  improve  the  condi- 
tion of  the  soldier.  At  least  a  penny  a  day 
had  been  added  to  his  pay  in  the  shape  of 
rations;  he  was  well  lodged,  well  educated, 
well  treated  in  every  way.  In  fact,  the 
position  of  a  soldier  was  really  a  very  desir- 
able one  forayoang  man  in  a  rural  district 
with  a  tarn  for  that  sort  of  life.  In  that 
eapaeitj  he  was  paid  as  well  as,  if  not 
better  than,  most  agrienltnral  labonrers. 
Bat,  notorioasly,  this  was  not  the  eommon 
bolibf.  Fathers  of  families,  and  all  the 
respeetable  part  of  the  oommanilyr  still 
looked  with  horror  on  the  army  as  a  career, 
and  the  reomitiog  sergeant  never  thought 
of  going  into  the  country  for  men,  because 
he  had  little  chance  of  getting  them  there. 
He  recollected  one  who  had  mach  practical 
experience  on  the  subject  being  asked  why 
he  did  not  seek  recruits  in  his  own  village. 
His  reply  was,  **  If  I  'listed  any  of  the 
lads,  L  should  have  to  be  off  very  quickly, 
for  the  place  would  soon  be  too  hot  to  bold 
me. "  Now  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the 
principle  of  local  enlistment,  that  is,  enlist- 
ing for  a  particular  service,  and  seeking 
reeraita  for  sach  partioular  sorrice  in  eer- 
taio  fixed  loealitieSf  is  one  already  recog- 
nised in  oar  service ;  and  whieh  has  pro- 
doeed  the  best  resnUa.  All  men  an  en- 
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listed  for  a  particular  battalion ;  and  the 
special  character  and  historic  reeolleotions 
of  each  battalion  are  carcfally  preserved. 
An  Irishman  enlists  to  be  a  Connangfat 
Ranger  in  the  88th,  or  a  Welch  Fusilier 
in  the  23rd,  or  a  Cameronian  Highlander  in 
the  79th,  and  the  value  of  forming  a  loosl 
connection  between  a  line  regiment  and  a 
eertMn  diatriet,  in  obtaining  nnmeroos  and 
good  recraits  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
anch  regiments  find  it  maeh  easier  than 
others  to  keep  up  their  numbers ;  men 
enlist  freely  when  they  know  that  their 
neighbours  or  relatives  have  gone  into  the 
regiment  beforo  them  ;  thus  certain  dis- 
tricts always  supply  recruits  to  the  Guards, 
and  he  (Mr.  O'Reilly)  knew  of  the  families 
of  small  farmers  in  the  north  of  England, 
some  of  whose  members  had  for  genera- 
tions succeeded  each  other  in  those  regi- 
ments. So,  too,  at  the  dose  of  the  Orimean 
war,  when  mony  regiments  were  below 
their  strength,  such  localized  regiments  as 
the  88th  Oonnaught  Rangera  and  18th 
Royal  Irish  numbered  1.800  and  2,000 
men.  Again,  the  principle  of  using  the 
militia  as  a  feeder  to  the  line,  eapeeially  in 
time  of  war,  is  one  whieh  we  hare  recog- 
nized and  adopted.  Napier,  the  historian* 
had  truly  said  that  the  militia  (with  the 
ballot)  was  a  conscription  with  two  links 
in  the  chain.  The  militia  was  bound  to 
the  country  by  local  ties,  its  character 
was  familiar  to  all,  and  hence  there  was 
no  reluctance  on  the  part  of  farm  labourers 
and  others  to  join  it.  Having  entered 
the  militia,  the  men  had  opportunities  of 
seeing  the  life  of  the  regular  troops, 
with  whom  they  might  he  quartered,  and 
there  was  then  no  difficulty  in  inducing 
them  to  enlist.  But  bow  were  volunteers 
too  often  proeored  ?  He  knew  one  io- 
stanoe,  aad  be  feared  it  was  far  from  a 
solitary  one,  when  a  whole  regiment  of 
militia  was  confined  to  barracks  for  a  week, 
the  men  being  discharged  from  all  duty, 
and  unlimited  supplies  of  spirits  being  per- 
mitted to  pass  into  the  barracks.  At  the 
end  of  the  time  the  regiment  gave  a  quota 
of  intoxicated  volunteers  to  the  line  ;  but 
the  means  by  whieh  they  were  obtained 
was  the  more  pernicious  and  unjustifiable, 
because  he  believed  nearly  as  many  recruits 
might  have  been  got  in  an  honest  way, 
without  any  sacrifice  of  character  on  their 
part  or  on  the  part  of  the  country.  In  an- 
other case,  the  colonel  of  a  militia  regiment 
sud  to  the  authorities,  '*  Do  not  demoralize 
my  men ;  tell  me  the  condition  of  the  regi- 
ments which  you  waDtihto  fill  op,  and  let 
me  talk  it  over  qaietiy  with  the  mbii." 
S  3 
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He  did  bo,  ond  tbe  result  was*  that  when 
the  regiment  next  paraded,  on  the  reverse 
flank  of  every  companj  stood  tbe  voIun< 
teera  readj  to  be  marched  off  to  the  regi- 
ments they  bad  chosen.  There  was  one 
other  practical  remark  to  bo  made  with  re- 
gard to  oar  present  mode  of  obtaining 
ToloDteen  from  tbe  militia  i  or  rather  the 
mode  practised  when  in  time  of  war  the 
militia  is  embodied.  Tbe  practice  was 
to  send  sergeants  from  -a  number  of  dif- 
ferent line  Foments  to  a  militia  re^- 
ment,  and  each  endeaTonred  (o  obtain 
Tolnnteers  for  hia  own  regiment ;  the  con- 
seqoence  was  unseemly  competition,  rival 
stories  ;  and  as  the  volunteers  went  in 
very  small  numbers  to  each  regiment  no 
connection  was  kept  up  with  the  militia 
regiment,  and  others  were  not  induced  to 
follow.  On  the  other  hand  the  happiest 
results  had  been  attained  where,  in  a  few 
cases,  efforts  had  been  made  to  direct  all 
the  volunteering  from  a  militia  battalion 
to  a  particular  line  battalion  ;  a  number 
of  men  had  gone  in  a  body  to  their  new 
regiment;  a  connecting  link  was  estab- 
lished, and  a  steady  flow  of  volunteers 
for  that  particular  corps  set.  Before  he 
paned  from  this  branch  of  the  inbject 
he  wished  to  notice  one  small  but  very 
important  point  which  required  amend- 
ment. If  a  militiaman  enlisted  directly 
into  the  Kne»  he  received  a  certain  sum 
of  money ;  but  if  he  deserted  and  then 
entered  the  line,  concealing  bis  connection 
with  the  militia,  he  received  18i.  more. 
He  was  aware  that,  in  the  balance  of  ac- 
counts, the  bounty  was  tbe  same  in  each 
case ;  but  it  would  be  well  to  do  away  with 
nil  misapprehension  on  the  subject,  and  to 
encourage  men  to  pass  openly  and  honour- 
ably from  the  militia  into  tbe  line.  An- 
other principal  which  had  been  deliberately 
adopted  in  our  system  of  recruiting  was 
that  of  limited  enlistment,  and  increased 
rewards  for  good  eondnot  and  length  of 
serrioa.  And  he  believed  that  it  would  be 
found  praoticalty  impossible  to  return  to 
the  twenty  years  system  altboagh  it  was 
service  for  that  term  of  years  which 
they  wanted  to  secure.  Experience,  how* 
ever,  showed  that  enlistment  for  twelve 
years  instead  of  ten,  whilst  it  did  not  chock 
enlistment,  greatly  faoilitoted  re -enlist- 
ment as  the  man  felt  he  had  served  more 
than  half  bis  time  for  pension.  He  bad 
said  that  we  reeogoised  the  principle  of 
looal  enlistment  and  local  associations,  and 
that  the  local  militia  having  its  ramifications 
throQghout  the  eonntry  should  be  a  feeder 
t9  the  line ;  and  that  we  alio  reet^niied 


the  principle  of  limited  enlistment  and  iu- 
creased  incentives  to  re-enlistment.  Now 
bis  proposal  was  this,  to  combine  and  carry 
out  these  two  principles  to  their  full  de- 
velopment, and  that  in  tbe  following  way. 
He  must  premise  that  he  would  speak  now 
only  of  tbe  infantry  of  the  line.  Let  each 
regiment  of  the  line  have  attached  to  it  a 
special  militia  re|pment.  In  point  of  fact 
this  connection  now  nominally  existed,  for 
moat  of  our  regiments  had  onginally  been 
raised  from  local  forces,  and  out  of  the 
100  regiments  of  which  our  army  consisted, 
up  to  ^6  Indian  amal|;amatu»it  eighty-four 
had  a  local  designation,  and  only  sixteen 
had  not.  Let  the  reerniting  for  the  line 
regiment  he  carried  on  as  much  as  possible 
from,  aud  throagh,  its  own  militia  regiment; 
thus,  let  tbe  Northumbrian  fusiliers  seek 
their  recruits  through  the  Northumberland 
militia,  and  so  on  ;  at  the  end  of  their 
twelve  years'  service  will  come  for  the 
men  the  question  of  re-enlistment ;  let  it 
be  proposed  to  tbem  to  re-enliat  for  five 
years  more  service  in  tbe  same  regiment 
of  the  line,  and  after  that  six  years  more 
in  their  own  regiment  of  militia,  and  that 
then  they  should  be  entitled  to  a  pension. 
It  must  be  observed  that  this  prineiple  of 
two  years  service  in  the  militia  eonntmg  aa 
equivalent  for  pension  to  one  year's  service 
in  the  line,  is  already  adopted  with  regard 
to  militia  sergeants.  The  practical  effect 
would  be  that  the  authorities  of  militia  regi- 
ments would  he  induced  to  supply  recruits 
for  tbe  line,  if  they  knew  where  tbe  men  were 
going,  and  had  a  reasonable  hope  of  their 
ultimately  returning.  As  matters  at  pre- 
sent stood,  the  interests  of  the  two  branches 
of  the  service  were  almost  antagonistic  — 
at  all  events,  they  were  certainly  not  iden- 
tical. The  officers  of  the  militia  regtsients, 
with  tbe  exception  of  the  sergeants  who 
gained  a  small  pecuniary  advantage,  had 
no  inducement  at  all  to  further  Tolnnteeriug 
into  the  line,  for  when  a  man  onee  left 
(hem,  they  could  not  trace  himj  nor  eould 
they  feel  uiy  pride  in  following  bis  flntnre 
career.  If bisplanwereadopted.he believed 
the  result  would  be  this  :  —  A  young  la* 
bourer,  artisan,  or  countryman  would  enlist 
probably  at  about  eighteen  into  liia  own 
militia  regiment ;  at  twenty  he  would  pos- 
sibly volunteer  into  the  line ;  snd  at  the 
end  of  bis  twelve  years'  service  be  would 
be  thirty-two.  He  would  re^enlist  for  fire 
years,  and  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
would  be  thirty-seven  ;  when  he  woald 
return  to  his  owo  county  and  conUnue  in 
his  own  militia  re^infiiti  ,w4Qiu»LbeT$nld 
send  up  a  saooessioii  of  rolanteenHo  tb« 
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ragtment  with  which  he  had  always  beea 
conDOOted.  A  couotir  gentleman  had 
eonnplained  to  htm  ooij  the  daj  before 
that  If  joaug  men  in  the  coantr;  wanted 
to  enlist,  they  eould  only  do  so  by  drifting 
into  the  towns,  and  eoming  into  contact 
with  the  scum  of  our  city  populations. 
This  was  the  main  proposal  he  desired  to 
bring  forward.  It  had  this  adTantage— 
that  it  not  only  afforded  an  easy  means  of 
leomiting  in  times  of  peaee,  bat  in  time  of 
war  the  whole  effi>rta  of  the  militia  regi* 
menta  wonld  be  directed  towards  keeping 
up  the  strength  of  their  regiment,  and  thus 
supporting  its  honoor  In  the  field.  He 
anticipated  two  objections  to  his  plan.  It 
might  be  objected,  in  the  first  place,  that 
it  wonld  tend  to  localize  the  regiments  too 
maoh,  and  make  them  too  clannish  ;  but 
to  this  objection  he  did  not  attach  mach 
importance.  He  believed  that  there  was 
not  a  single  Englishman  in  either  the  88tl), 
the  Gonnaoglit  Rangers,  or  the  18th  Royal 
Irish,  and  there  were  several  Scotch  and 
Irish  regiments  almost  wholly  oon«sting  of 
men  from  those  parts  of  the  United  King- 
dom. Indeed,  he  beliered  that  most  of 
(hem  came  from  partiealar  districts,  bnt  he 
did  not  know  that  any  inconrenience  had 
Misen  from  that  circumstance.  It  might 
also  be  thought  unadrisable  to  compel 
the  soldiers  to  serve  any  part  of  their  time 
in  the  militia  regiments ;  but  he  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that 
he  did  not  propose  that  this  service  should 
be  compulsory ;  simply  that  it  shoold  be 

Eroposed  to  the  man,  so  that  if  he  pleased 
e  eonid  accept  the  alternatiTe.  A  man 
might  not  unnaturally  wish,  when  grown 
vp  and  married,  to  return  to  his  militia 
regiment  for  the  purpose  of  senriog  out  the 
time  wbiah  wonld  entitle  him  to  the  receipt 
of  ft  pension.  He  wonld  now  make  one  or 
two  remarks  upon  other  obstacles  which 
hhulered  sneeessful  recrnitiog.  One  of 
these  was  undoubtedly  the  question  of  mar- 
riage. Every  officer  must  be  acquainted 
with  the  difficnlty  of  inducing  men  to  re- 
enlist.  A  man  would  generally  enlist 
about  twenty,  and  at  thirty  or  thirty-two, 
when  he  would  have  the  option  of  re-enlist- 
ing for  ten  years,  he  would  know  that  in 
allprobsbility  he  would  not  be  allowed  to 
marry  during  that  period — for  only  siz 
men  in  a  company  were  allowed  to  marry. 
The  qneation  of  allowing  men  of  good  cha- 
racter and  steady  condoet  to  marry  after 
their  re^nlistment  was  one,  he  beliem,  en- 
titied  to  considerfttion.  The  Return  of  the 
eomparative  ratea  ^  sieknesa  in  married  or 
uRaurritd  aoldieni  woold  ihow  that^on  the 


score  of  economy  itself,  an  alteration  In  the 
present  state  of  things  might  be  desirable. 
The  great  difficulty  in  the  way  of  inereasing 
the  number  of  married  soldiers  was,  of 
course,  the  question  of  transporting  the 
men  with  their  wives  and  famiUes  to  distant 
colonies  and  to  India,  and  for  that  reason 
he  did  not  press  for  any  great  alteration  in 
tiie  present  state  of  tilings  i  but,  at  the 
same  time*  it  might  be  extended  in  eases 
where  regiments  were  known  to  Iw  destined 
for  a  lengthened  home  service.  It  was 
also  well  worth  eonsideration  whether  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  increase  in 
some  degree  the  pay  of  the  re-enlisted 
men.  Many  officers  of  experience  in  the 
service  would  find  men  gmmbling  at  re- 
ceiving, after  a  service  of  twelve  years,  the 
same  pay  as  a  raw  recruit.  In  this  respect 
the  system  which  he  suggested  was  already 
at  work  in  the  navy.  He  did  not  believe 
that  the  adoption  of  that  suggestion  would 
largely  increase  the  Estimates,  while  it 
would  not  only  eneonrage  re-enlistments,  but 
would  tend  to  raise  the  character  and  sta- 
tus of  oar  soldiers,  and  improve  their  moral 
and  soeial  condition.  So  much  had  been 
done  already  to  improve  the  moral  and 
social  condition  of  the  soldier  that  he  was 
anxious  to  put  our  system  of  recruiting  on 
such  a  footing  that  these  advantages  should 
be  known  to  the  people,  and  that  recruiting 
should  not  be  left  in  the  hands  of  crimps 
and  pot-house  keepers.  He  had  no  wish  to 
enlarge  on  the  present  difficulties  of  recruit- 
ing, because  tlie  more  important  matter 
was  to  set  our  house  in  order  now  in  time 
of  peace,  ond  not  to  have  the  necessary 
changes  forced  on  us  in  time  of  pressure,  aa 
was  the  cose  during  the  Crimean  war, 
when  we  were  obliged  to  take  boys  of 
almost  any  ago  and  slae,  in  the  hope  that 
they  might  grow  into  soldiers.  Every  year 
recruiting  became  more  diffioult,  and  then 
was  one  town  in  Ireland  he  knew  where 
recruits  were  formerly  obtained  by  the 
hundreds,  bnt  where  now  only  thirty-two 
had  been  made  in  four  months.  As  the  sub- 
ject had  been  considered  by  a  Commission 
two  years  ago,  he  had  a  difficulty  in  pressing 
for  a  definitiveinquiry.buthe  felt  so  strongly 
the  necessity  of  making  the  militia  a  steady 
feeder  of  the  line,  and  the  line  a  steady 
support  of  an  army  of  reserve,  which  we 
had  not  at  present,  for  it  was  admitted 
that  the  experiment  of  the  Reserve  Foreo 
was  a  failore,  that  he  bad  ventured  to  plaee 
this  Motion  on  the  paper.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman OMMsIoded  by  '*^^>^1^^^^^^"^ 
for  a  Oommission  t0ibi<q^<i4^w*<'^^^''KfeQnB- 
jeot* 
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Couaxsb  NORTH  seeonded  tbe  Motion. 

Motion  mftde,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  Tlut  an  homble  Address  be  preMntod  to  Her 
Majeatr,  prajiog  that  Sh«  will  b«  gn«ioutl]r 
pleawd  to  luae  a  RoTal  Cominission  to  ioquire 
bto  the  nilgeot  of  BAemiting  Cor  the  Ann/." — 

Mb.  CARNEGIE,  insapporting  the  Mo- 
tion, said,  that  having  served  in  two  regi- 
ments which  bad  that  advantage^  he  was 
in  a  position  to  bear  testimony  to  the  im- 
portance of  having  regiments  eonneeted 
with  didbroDt  loealitiea.  He  knew  of  a  sol- 
dier in  one  of  those  regiments  who.  being 
minded  to  desert,  in  order  that  tbo  fact 
might  not  come  to  the  knowledge  of  his 
friends  and  relatives,  had  volunteered  into 
another  regiment  and  then  deserted  from 
that.  He  was  sorry  to  remark  a  tendenoj 
to  discontioQe  the  practice  of  allowing  par- 
ticular regiments  to  wesr  distinctive  badges 
or  ornaments.  Not  that  regiments  which 
had  not  dtstlnctire  badges  were  in  a  posi- 
tion of  inferioritj  to  the  others,  but  it  was 
a  great  thing  for  a  regiment  to  have  some- 
thing to  swagger  about.  It  was  a  help, 
too,  to  the  reeraiting  sergeant  to  be  able 
to  say,  '*  Our  regiment  is  tbe  only  one 
which  baa  a  right  to  such  and  snob  a 
badge* " — it  made  the  recruit  haej  that  it 
moat  be  a  fine  regiment  to  join,  and  it 
promoted  the  esprit  de  eorpt,  which  was 
of  such  importance  to  the  army.  He  be- 
lieved, too,  that  it  would  be  a  great  help 
to  recruiting  if  increased  pay  were  given 
to  lance-corporals. 

Colonel  NORTH  said,  he  thought  it 
impossible  to  over-rate  the  importance  of 
the  subject,  and  the  House  was  much 
indebted  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Longford 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  brought 
it  forward.  The  recruiting  of  the  army, 
he  believed,  had  now  eome  almost  to  a 
dead  lock.  The  ten  years*  service  system 
was  a  complete  failara ;  it  entailed  upon 
the  eountry  an  enormona  expense,  and 
occasioned  great  ineonvanienoe  to  all  par- 
ties eoneerned.  As  the  hon.  Member  truly 
observed,  this,  after  all,  was  a  finance 
qnestiou.  Looking  at  the  wages  which 
our  operatives  and  labourers  were  now  re- 
ceiving, it  was  impossible  that  the  soldier 
should  not  need  an  increase  of  pay.  It 
was  natural,  too,  that  the  soldier  should 
be  drsoontented  at  finding  that  at  the  end 
of  ten  years'  service,  in  which  be  was  not 
only  exposed  to  tbe  enemy's  bullet,  but  was 
called  upon  to  perform  more  arduous  duties 
in  more  deadly  climates  than  tbe  soldier  of 
any  other  European  army,  his  Hrrioei  were 
Mr.  O'JMlfy 


rewarded  by  exactly  the  same  rate  of  pay 
AS  that  given  to  the  recruit  who  had  joined 
only  the  day  before.  He  (Colonel  North) 
had  last  year  asked  For  a  Return  of  those 
men  who  were  entitled  to  their  discharge  in 
1864.  That  Return  was  refused,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  not  show  the  number 
of  those  who,  being  entitled  to,  had  not 
claimed  their  discharge.  He  had.  however, 
that  evening  given  the  noble  Lord  tbe 
Secretary  for  War  notice  that  it  was  bis 
intention  to  move  for  a  Return,  not  only 
of  those  who  were  entitled  to  their  dis- 
charge in  1864,  bnt  also  of  those  who  had 
availed  themsdres  of  tiieir  right  to  a  dis- 
charge. He  would  also  include  in  his 
Motion  a  Return  of  the  expenses  incurred 
in  bringing  tbe  discharged  men  home  from 
India  and  the  other  foreign  stations,  and 
likewise  the  expenses  incurred  up  to  the 
very  moment  of  their  discharge.  He  be- 
lieved that  tbe  people  of  this  country  were 
by  no  means  aware  of  the  enormous  cost 
which  our  present  military  system  entailed. 
He  considered  that  it  would  be  a  mneb 
more  satisfaotory  arrangement  to  extend 
the  period  of  enlistment  to  eighteen  years 
instead  of  ten,  and  to  give  the  same  pension 
at  the  ex^ration  of  that  time  as  was  now 
given  at  tbe  end  of  the  twenty-one  years* 
service.  Our  soldiers  were  enlisted  gene- 
rally at  tbe  age  of  eighteen  ywrs.  At 
the  end  of  bis  service  of  eighteen  years, 
thoogb  be  might  be  a  little  broken  down 
in  health,  he  might  yet  be  young  and 
strong  enough  for  some  civil  employment. 
In  corroboration  of  what  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  O'Reilly)  had  said  as  to  the  difficulty 
of  getting  recruits  during  the  Crimean  war, 
it  was  well  known  that  not  only  had  the 
recruiting  officers  been  told  to  take  boys 
of  any  age,  but  that  the  medical  officers 
generally  had  received  instructions  not  to 
be  too  particular  as  to  the  liealtb  of  tbe 
men  who  offered  themselves  for  the  service. 
The  eonseqnence  was  that  many  delicate 
boys  were  enlisted,  whose  healtli  broke 
down  in  tbe  first  year  of  the  Crimean 
war ;  and  in  all  parts  of  the  country  might 
be  seen  men  whose  constitutions  had  been 
thus  undermined,  and  who  had  been  dis- 
charged on  pensions  of  6d.  a  day  after 
eighteen  months  or  two  years'  service. 
These  men  were  standing  obstacles  to  re- 
cruiting. He  thought  that  if  a  man  knew 
be  was  to  be  enlisted  for  eighteeu  years 
be  would  have  no  objection  to  enter  the 
service ;  but  it  was  by  no  means  encour- 
aging, the  refieotion  that,  nftor  ten  years' 
service  be  was  entitled  to  biOd^4i$o> 
perhaps,  in  the  prime  of  life,  t^on  a 
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wretobed  pennon  of  one  Bfailling  a  dajr ! 
The  reeklesB  »d  disoreditable  marriages 
wbicb  Mldiera  were  permitted  to  enter  into 
prored  also  most  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  service.  He  thought  it  would  be 
well  if  leave  to  marrj  were  withheld  from 
the  soldier  until  the  first  ten  jears  of  his 
serrioe  had  expired.  As  he  (Colonel  North) 
had  before  obserred,  this  wss  a  finance 
question.  The  pay  of  the  soldier  should 
be  Increased  according  to  his  service  ;  for 
it  was  sheer  nonsense  to  suppose  that  men 
eonld  be  iuduced  to  expose  their  lires  to 
bullets  and  bad  oUmates  for  the  pay  of  one 
shilling  a  day  I  There  was  no  respectable 
mannMotiirer  or  other  employer  in  Ibe 
country  who  would  hesitate  for  a  moment 
to  inoreate  the  pay  of  those  who  had  faith- 
folly  served  them  aooording  to  their  length 
of  sernoe.  If  the  Gorernment  wonld  bat 
increase  the  soldier's  pay  at  the  end  of 
ten  years'  service  by  twopence  a  day,  it 
would  amount  only  to  an  addition  of 
£3  0«.  lOd.  in  the  year.  By  the  adoption 
of  such  a  system  they  would  probably  ob- 
tain the  best  men  for  the  service,  and  sacli 
as  could  be  trusted  under  any  circumstances 
whatever.  Many  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
suggestions  were  well  worthy  of  considera- 
tion, and  although  there  were  some  which 
it  would  be  difficult  to  carry  out,  in  conse- 
quenoe  of  the  length  of  time  our  regiments 
have  to  serve  abroad,  he  thought  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  entiUed  to  the  thanks 
of  the  army  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  brought  the  subject  ander  the  notice 
of  the  Honse.  The  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  HuntiDgdon  (General  Peel), 
the  late  Secretary  for  War,  last  year  called 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  injurious 
eflfects  of  this  ten  years'  service  system  ; 
and  he  bad  himself  received  letters  from 
experienced  officers  serving  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  sayiog  that  it  had  been  the  ruin 
of  their  regiments. 

Snt  GEORGE  BOWYER  said,  be 
should  like  to  suggest  a  question.  The 
three  gallant  Officers  who  bad  addressed 
the  Honsa  had  stated  that  a  great  diffi- 
onlty  was  experienced  in  getting  st^dters. 
Now,  he  thought  that  eveir  Member  of  the 
House  most  frecjaently  have  seen  able- 
bodied  men  with  medals  on  their  breasts 
sweeping  crossings,  and  filling  the  lowest 
and  meanest  occupations,  and  even  beg- 
ging— men,  too,  who  were  evidently  fit  to 
serve  as  soldiers.  He  wanted  to  know  the 
reason  of  such  a  stato  of  things.  It  was 
a  very  pMiiful  spectacle  to  any  one  who 
raspeeted  the  military  profesaioD,  and  he 


thought  it  showed  there  was  aomethlng 
wrong  in  the  system  or  these  men  would 
not  have  left  the  service,  or,  if  they  had 
done  so,  they  would  have  joined  it  again. 

Sib  harry  VERNBY  was  glad  that 
the  bon.  and  gallant  Officer  the  Member , 
for  Oxfordshire  (Colonel  North)  had  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  House  the  expense 
of  discharging  the  men  at  the  end  of  their 
ten  years  service.  The  fact  was  that  to 
bring  home  a  man  from  India  and  to  take 
out  a  recruit  cost  from  £90  to  £100.  The 
soldiers  knew  this,  snd  talked  over  in  their 
barraok-rooms  the  (nroumstanee  that  while 
the  country  only  gave  them  2d,  or  3dL  a 
day  more  for  re-enlisting,  it  was  put  to  an 
expense  of  £100  if  they  did  not  re-engage. 
Every  reason  of  economy  and  of  aoeial 
and  political  advantage  required  that  they 
should  look  this  matter  in  the  face,  and 
not  adhere  to  the  very  trifling  increase  of 
pay  which  was  given  to  soldiers  upon  re* 
enlistment.  There  were  some  points  con< 
nected  with  the  condition  of  the  soldier 
which  had  not  been  fully  brought  before 
the  House.  For  instance,  how  was  it  that 
the  marine,  although  receiving  no  higher 
pay  tlinn  the  infantry  soldier,  was  able  to 
save  every  farthiog  of  it,  while  the  soldier 
paid  from  4^d.  to  5d.  a  day  for  his  food  ? 
All  classes  of  workmen  now  received  higher 
wages  than  they  did  formerly,  and  it  was 
hut  fair  that  the  my  of  aoldiers  should  be 
inereased  also.  He  should  never  be  satis- 
fied until  the  soldier  returned  to  his  village 
upon  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service 
a  model  of  good  conduct,  and  a  man  whom 
every  respectable  person  would  be  glad  to 
welcome.  There  was  no  reason  why  sol- 
diers should  not  be  the  best  portion  of  our 
population.  Something  had  during  the 
last  few  years  been  done  towards  making 
them  so.  Some  of  the  suggestions  which 
had  been  thrown  out  in  so  agreeable  and 
sensible  a  manner  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Longford  deserved  the  best  consideration 
of  the  Houso.  He  should  be  glsd  to  hear 
that  the  Oovemment  wero  willing  to  grant 
this  Commission  ;  but  if  they  refused  it  he 
unoerely  hoped  that  they  would  direet  their 
own  attention  to  this  snbjeet,  which  was  of 
the  greatest  posuble  importanee  to  the 
country. 

The  Marqdbss  of  HARTINGTON  :  I 
do  not  intend  to  follow  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Qentieman  opposite  (Colonel  North)  into 
a  dtscuBslou  which  I  think  bad  better  be 
reserved  for  the  Army  Estimates.  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Qentieman  has,  however, 
tiiought  proper 
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military  lystetn  generftllj,  ftod  the  effect 
of  the  Limited  Eiilistment  Act.  I  do  oot 
tbiok  that  I  can  take  too  early  an  oppor> 
tnnity  of  giriDg  the  moat  emphatic  con- 
tradiction to  hifl  atatement  that  lecruting 
ia  at  a  standaUU  and  that  that  Act  has 
been  a  fulure.  Recruiting,  on  Uie  con- 
trary, ha«  been  goiDg  on  with  the  moat 
remarkable  regularity  during  the  last  twelve 
months — the  whole  number,  or  very  nearly 
Uie  whole  number,  of  reeruits  intended  to 
be  raised  during  the  year,  have  been 
obtained— and  the  Limited  Enlistment  Act 
ia  working  exactly  as  its  promoters  and  ad- 
Tocates  anticipated  that  it  would.  The  pro- 
portion of  men  who  re-enlist  after  taking 
their  discharge  remains  pretty  nearly  the 
aame  as  it  was  at  first — about  60  per  cent. 
I  beiioTe  that  when  the  Retumi  for  which 
the  boD.  and  gdlaot  Gentleman  asks,  and 
which  I  ahall  have  great  pleasure  in  laying 
on  the  table,  are  presented,  ho  will  find 
tliat  that  ia  the  real  state  of  the  case. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  was  one  that,  if 
read  by  the  class  from  which  our  soldiers 
are  drawn,  would  be  calculated  to  increase 
Uie  recruiting  which  he  informed  the 
House  had  come  to  a  standstill.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman,  whose  object,  no 
doubt,  is  to  furnish  as  plentiful  and  as 
good  a  supply  of  reeruits  as  possible,  gets 
■p  and  telle  the  class  from  wliom  they  are 
taken  that  Ae  pay  ia  totally  inadeqnale, 
and  that  any  man  who  has  any  respect 
for  hiouelf  and  ean  do  anything  else  had 
nncfa  better  not  dream  of  onliating  in  Her 
Uajesty'a  army.  I  imagine  that  he  is  one 
of  those  country  Gentlemoi  who  make  the 
Tillage  too  hot  for  the  reoroiting  sergeant 
if  he  ventures  to  show  his  face  in  it.  It 
is  a  great  pity  that  any  Member  of  this 
House  who  is  supposed  to  represent  the 
army  should  attempt  to  send  it  forth  to  the 
country  that  the  shilling  a  day  is  the 
real  pay  which  Uie  soldier  receires.  The 
hon.  Member  for  I^ongford  (Ur.  O'Reilly) 
has  pot  the  question  mora  fairly,  inae- 
mnch  aa  he  stated  that  the  adrantages 
which  the  soldier  gets  in  the  way  of  good 
food,  good  lodging,  good  clothing,  educa- 
tion, and  innameraUe  other  particulars, 
are  aoeh  that  the  pay  is,  I  think  he  said, 
fair  and  adequate.  It  is  nothing  but  a 
misrepresentation  of  the  most  mischierous 
kind  to  announce  to  tiie  working  classes 
that  the  pay  which  they  may  expect  to  get 
in  our  army  is  a  shilling,  and  a  hero 
shilling,  a  day.  I  do  not  understand  that 
tiie  hon.  Gentleman  intends  to  proH  thia 
Tkt  MsHTfiim  of  SariwgUm 
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Motion  to  a  diTinon,  or  to  urge  the  Go- 
Ternment  to  appoint  another  Commission, 
considering  how  recently  the  Ooaoussion 
which  was  appointed  in  a  former  Seauon 
has  reported  the  reanlt  of  ita  inqiniiea.  I 
quite  recognise  Uie  great  importance  of 
the  subject,  and  I  also  admit  that  the  hon. 
Member  brought  it  forward  in  a  moat 
temperate  and  able  speech.  The  sogges- 
tiooB  which  he  has  made  are  worthy  of  the 
most  attentive  oonsideration  ;  but  I  think 
that  the  House  will  agree  with  me  that 
the  time  has  hardly  arrived  at  which  it 
would  be  desirable  to  appoint  another 
Commission  to  inquire  into  a  subject  which 
has  so  lately  been  reported  upon.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Huotingdmi  (Geoend  Feel)  appotnted  a 
Commisuon,  of  which  the  noble  Lord 
oppoHte  (Lord  Hotham)  was  Chairman, 
whieh  went  very  fully  into  tiie  subject. 
Their  instructions  were  reij  wide^  ud  I 
do  not  think  prevented  tiiem  from 
sidering  any  scheme  which  might  be  pro- 
posed.  They  reported  in  the  year  18G0, 
or  1861,  and  a  great  many  of  dieir  re- 
commendations were  carried  into  effect. 
I  ean  nssura  the  House  that  the  subject  of 
recruiting  lias  not  been  lost  sight  A 
great  many  of  the  subjects  which  have 
bem  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  by  the  hon.  Member  are  under  the 
careful  consideration  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  and  altboogh  I  shall  not  have  to 
propose  any  alteration  in  the  system  of  re- 
emiting  daring  tiie  present  year,  or  any 
increase  of  pay  after  a  service  of  ten  years, 
it  may  be  found  oeeessary  to  make  come 
change  at  a  future  time.  I  will  not  follow 
the  hon.  Gentleman  into  the  details  of  the 
scheme  which  he  has  sketched,  nor  into 
the  various  objections  whieh  he  has  made 
to  our  system  of  reeroiting.  Indeed.  I 
feel  assured  that  the  hon.  Oentieman  him- 
self would  be  the  first  to  admit  how  mneh 
depends,  in  dealing  with  the  question, 
on  a  minnte  examination  of  its  details, 
both  financial  and  otherwise,  and  that  do 
opinion  worth  attending  to  can  be  pre- 
nounced  until  the  examination  haa  been 
nmde.  The  tqiening  portion  of  tiie  hon. 
Gentieman's  speeeh  was  directed  to  an 
exposition  of  the  evils  <rf  tiie  present  ra- 
cruiting  system.  He  said  that  system 
answered  furly  enough  in  time  of  peace  ; 
hut  that  great  pressure  arose  in  time  of 
war.  when  it  heeame  necessary  to  obtain 
recruits  in  large  numbers.  Now  I  quite 
concur  in  the  qtinion  that  there  are  many 
inconenienoea  ftU^|  bT^^^!^''' 
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reerDitmg  bj  boanty,  ud  that  the  money 
given  probably  does  not  do  the  reernit 
naoh  good,  and  that  men  who  enlisted 
for  money  are  probably  not  of  a  rery  good 
elass.  It  must,  bowoTer,  be  borne  in  mind 
that  one  of  the  adrantages  of  enlistment 
by  bounty  is  that  it  is  capable  of  indefinite 
extension  in  time  of  war,  and  that  when 
the  pressure  eeases  the  scale  of  bounty 
may  be  reduced ;  while,  in  the  erent  of 
the  adopUon  of  any  system  by  means  of 
which  it  might  be  songht  to  secure  a  better 
elass  men  by  giving  them  increased  pay, 
it  most  not  be  forgotten  that  inereased  pay 
to  one  aoldier  must  lead  to  giving  in- 
ereaaed  pay  to  all.  We  hare  seen  that 
the  Americana  in  their  great  emergency 
have  fimnd  it  to  be  necessary  to  resort  to 
the  system  of  boonty.  and  that  having  to 
deal  with  a  population  very  much  the  same 
aa  our  own,  engaged  in  industrial  pursuits 
and  earning  good  wages,  they  yet  hare, 
by  offering  high  bonoUes,  been  able  to  re- 
emit  the  ranks  of  their  armies  without 
resortiiig  to  any  great  extent  to  the  pres- 
sare  of  conscription.  The  hon.  Oentle- 
man  having  pointed  out  the  evils  which 
be  Uiioka  are  connected  with  the  system 
of  bounties,  went  on  to  exphun  ^e  merits 
of  his  own  scheme  by  which  the  foments 
might  bo  reemited  than  at  present.  But 
it  did  Mt  strike  me  that  although  that 
■dieme  m^ht  work  very  well  in  Ume  of 
peace,  it  eonid  be  relied  upon  to  famish  a 
soffioient  namber  of  men  in  any  sudden 
emergency  nnless  it  were  supplemented  by 
bonnties.  Without  entering  at  lengtb 
into  the  details  of  the  scheme,  I  mast 
obserre  that  it  appears  to  me  to  require 
even  fuller  explflnation  than  the  hon. 
Member  has  given  the  Hoase  that  evening; 
and  1  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  may 
with  mere  advantage  be  diseassed  in  Com- 
mittee oo  the  Army  Bstimates,  when  ex- 
pUnationa  might  be  elicited  which  it  is  not 
possible  to  obtain  at  the  present  moment. 
I  at  all  events  feel  oertain  that  tiie  hon. 
Member  doeo  not  wish  me  to  express  off- 
hand any  opinion  as  to  the  pra^eability 
of  his  propMal.  It  sfaonld  not  be  forgot- 
ten that  a  seheme  tending  in  exactly  the 
opposite  direction  has  been  very  strongly 
pressed  on  pnblic  attention  ;  and  there  can 
DO  no  doubt,  that  if  it  were  found  possible 
to  aobstitnte  a  system  of  general  for  one 
of  merely  regimental  eolietmeut,  it  would 
have  the  result  of  rendering  tho  services 
of  a  number  of  men  more  aviulable  than 
is  now  the  case.  As  matters  now  stand, 
when  a  man  has  arrived   nearly  at 


the  end  of  his  term  of  serviee  it  ii 
not  worth  while  to  go  to  the  expense  of 

sending  him  to  serve  abroad,  as  the  cost 
of  his  passage  out  and  borne  again  would 
have  to  be  paid.  The  result  is  that  he 
is  sent  to  the  depot  of  his  regiment, 
where  be  remains  practically  of  little  use 
to  the  country  during  the  remainder  of 
his  term.  If,  however,  he  had  been  en- 
listed onder  a  general  system,  as  has  been 
proposed,  his  serriees  might  be  turned  to 
aocoont  for  a  year  or  two  in  some  other 
regiment  in  which  they  happened  to  be 
required.  I  must  not,  at  the  same  time, 
be  anderstood  as  expreawng  uiy  opinion 
upon  the  eomparative  merita  of  the  two 
schemes  to  which  I  refer.  Until  we  have  had 
a  larger  experience  in  the  matter,  it  would, 
I  think,  be  premature  to  do  so,  especially  as 
the  whole  subject  is  one  which  is  under  the 
anxious  consideration  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  and  the  Secretary  of  State.  In 
reply  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dundatk  (Sir  George  Bowyer),  who  asked 
me  a  question  with  reference  to  soldiers 
being  found  engaged  in  sweeping  cross- 
ings, I  can  only  say  that  they  most  be 
men  who,  having  enlisted  for  ten  years, 
were  unwilling  to  re^enlist  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period.  Those  men,  no  donbt, 
did  very  good  serviee  daring  the  ten  yean  j 
bat  then  the  bon,  and  learned  Member 
would  scarcely  contend  that  they  oaght  to 
get  a  pension,  to  whioh  they  were  not 
entitled.  It  is  sometimes  said,  I  may 
add,  that  the  olats  of  men  who  enter  the 
army  at  present  is  not  of  a  very  respect- 
able character.  I  quite  admited  that  auoh 
is  the  ease.  Our  system  of  enlistment  has, 
I  believe,  swept  to  a  great  extent  the 
refuse  of  large  towns  ;  but  I  am  not  sure 
that  it  is  desirable  oar  array  should  be 
composed  of  a  very  aoperior  matnial. 
The  sweepings  of  onr  cities  having  been 
subjected  for  a  time  to  severe  discipline,  a 
very  good  artide  is  in  my  opinion  tamed 
out,  and  better  members  of  the  community 
might  be  almost  dirown  away  if  employed 
in  doing  that  which  the  men  whom  we 
obtained  did  so  well.  Bverybody,  he 
thought,  concurred  in  tiie  opinion  that  oar 
army,  as  an  army,  was  as  efficient  as  that 
of  any  of  the  Continental  nations,  and  if 
the  system  secured  the  sweepings  of  large 
towns  and  turned  them  into  good  soldion, 
there  was  not  muoh  to  complain  of  on  that 
ground.  I  have  only  to  say,  in  eonclusion, 
that  1  hope  the  House  will  tbiok  the  ex- 
planation which  I  have  offsred  aaffieient 
to  show  that  it  is  n^^^ 
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another  Commission  on  this  snbjeot.  At 
the  same  time,  I  tender  mj  thanks  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Longford  (Mr.  O'Reillj) 
for  the  manner  in  v^h  he  haa  brought 
the  inbjeot  forward. 

Sir  JAUES  FBROUSSON  said,  he 
did  not  imagine  that  much  good  was  likely 
to  arise  from  prolonging  the  discoBsion,  nor 
did  he  think  that  a  praotioal  remedy  for 
the  erils  complained  of  iras  to  be  found  in 
the  iasne  of  a  new  Commission.  He  felt* 
howcTer,  called  upon  to  deprecate  the 
manner  in  which  the  noble  Marquess  (the 
Marquess  of  Hartington)  had,-in  some  re- 
apeetSt  treated  the  Motion ;  because  the 
House  might  be  led  to  beliere  that  no 
great  apprehension  was  felt  bj  officers  in 
the  army  with  regard  to  the  operation  of 
the  Ten  Tears'  Enlistment  Act.  Every 
officer  in  the  anny  knew  that  the  very  re- 
Terse  was  the  case.  That  sort  of  treat- 
ment of  a  Motion  whieh  ipoke  of  Aoits 
workiiig  well,  and  of  Returns  to  be  made 
on  some  futare  day,  did  rery  well — as  the 
phrase  went — for  the  House  of  Commons  ; 
but  there  were  many  officers  sincerely  de- 
sirous for  the  welfare  of  the  army  who 
would  be  much  disappointed  at  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Lord.  It  was  perfectly  no- 
torious that  numbers  of  the  best  men  who 
had  arnved  at  the  end  of  their  term  of 
■erriee,  when  they  were  of  the  ^^reatest 
use  to  their  eountry,  were  leaTing  the 
army  in  great  numbers  to  the  great  regret 
of  Uieir  eommanding  officers  who  saw  no 
means  tiX  retaining  them.  He  had  heard, 
iridi  regret,  that  the  noble  Lord  had 
thought  fit  to  meet  the  candid  statement 
of  an  hon.  and  gallant  Qentleman,  who  was 
only  known  in  wat  Houae  to  be  respected, 
wiw  remarks  of  a  character  which  he  (Sir 
James  Fergosson)  must  say  were  rery  ill- 
directed  towards  him.  The  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Officer  who  sat  behind  him  (Colonel 
North)  had  devoted  considerable  time  and 
attention  to  this  subject  for  a  long  series 
of  years,  and  no  one  of  greater  experience 
in  that  House  than  the  noble  Marquess 
would  hare  so  for  mistaken  the  purport 
of  the  observations  made  by  that  gallant 
Officer.  There  was  nothing  in  the  remarks 
of  his  hon.  and  galUnt  Friend  whioh  would 
bear  the  interpretation  whieh  the  noble 
Lord  had  pnt  upon  them.  All  that  he  had 
done  waa  to  point  out  how  much  more 
valuable  men  at  the  expiraUon  of  ten  years* 
aervioe  must  be  than  were  recruits,  and 
how  desirable  it  consequently  was  to  offer 
them  inducements  to  remain.  And  it  was 
vain  for  the  noble  Lord  to  assure  the  House 
Th$  Marpuii  of  SarUitgtm 


and  the  public  that  there  was  economy  in 
turning  adrift  the  drilled  soldier;  even 
though  he  might  hare  the  figures  on  hia 
ude,  there  was  a  more  than  equivalent  loss 
in  efficiency.  The  noble  Lord  pointed  ont 
that  if  the  pay  of  these  men  were  once 
raised,  it  oould  not  be  lowered  again.  But 
there  was  no  need  to  lower  it  again.  It 
would  not  be  a  temporary  measure  prompted 
by  necessity,  like  the  mcreased  bounty  in 
time  of  war,  but  an  act  of  justice  to  men 
rendering  services  of  additional  value  to 
the  country,  because  of  tbe  experience 
which  they  had  gained.  Tbe  noble  Lord 
oould  hardly  be  satisfied  with  his  own  argu- 
ments. He  had  pointed  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  especially  to  America,  to  illus- 
trate the  facility  of  increasing  armies  in 
times  of  emergency  by  means  of  bounties. 
The  example,  however,  of  Ameries,  whe- 
ther groanmg  under  the  debta  mtailed  hj 
Uiis  unhappy  war,  or  resorting  to  the  ex- 
pedient of  repudiation  to  get  rid  of  tbnn, 
was  not  one  whioh  could  be  recommended 
with  confidence  to  England.  If  tbe  noble 
Lord  had  searched  through  the  world  for 
a  warning  against  depending  on  a  system 
of  high  bounties  he  could  not  have  found 
one  more  directly  to  the  point  than  the 
case  of  America.  We  bad  experienced  the 
difficulties  arising  from  the  necessity  of 
recruiting  an  army  in  time  of  emergeney, 
and  we  should  not  forget  the  consequenoas 
of  a  British  army  being  suffered  to  fall  too 
low  in  time  of  war.  Only  reemtiy  they 
had  heard  by  means  of  toe  telegrafA  oX 
shiploads  of  negroes  having  been  bought 
ana  imported  by  tbe  Governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts for  serviee  in  the  war.  He  thought 
we  ought  rather  to  try  and  keep  these 
men  in  our  ranks,  who  did  a  credit  to  the 
service,  rather  than  to  have  to  look  danger 
in  the  face  and  repeat  the  enl  rtsolta  of 
our  want  of  providence. 

Mr.  SCULLY  sud,  he  was  very  much 
inclined  to  give  to  Irishmen  about  to 
enlist  in  the  British  army  the  same  advice 
which  Mr.  Punch  once  gave  to  persons 
about  to  marry,  and  that  was  "Don't." 
Until  they  received  better  treatment  than 
at  present,  they  would  be  wrong  to  do  so. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentieman  who  had 
last  apoktti  seemed  to  ignnv  the  drain 
whieh  emigration  was  oauung  from  Ireland. 
That  drain,  which  was  at  the  rate  of 100,000 
annually,  if  it  continued,  mi|^t  soma  day 
lead  to  the  importation  w  ahtploads  of 
white  niggers  from  Germany.  That  was 
plain  spesking,  but  it  was  not  the  less 
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100,000  annnal  departares  were  in  nnltty 
equal  to  double  that  number,  because  they 
went  over  to  the  enemy.  He  stated  these 
things  in  the  interestB  of  England.  He 
knew  that  in  making  these  statements  he 
exposed  himself  to  a  storm  of  ridicule,  and 
to  the  attacks  of  scurrilous  scribes  in 
Star  newspaper.  But  it  was  the  part  of 
a  true  friend  to  point  out  defects,  and 
the  best  mode  of  remedying  them.  It 
was  better  not  to  mince  matters  ;  and  for 
his  part,  he  never  held  one  language  in  the 
lobby  and  another  in  the  House.  The 
sooner  the  British  people  knew  that  the 
beet  mode  of  recruiting  for  the  British 
army  waa  by  stopping  the  drain  of  emigra- 
tion from  Ireland  the  better.  Under  the 
existing  qralem  Irishmen  were  not  fairly 
treated.  Gientlemen,  perhaps,  remembered 
at  the  opening  of  the  Indian  mutiny  tliat 
an  artilleryman  was  stated  to  have  highly 
distinguished  himself  in  Delhi  by  blowing 
up  the  poirder  magazine  there  when  it  was 
about  to  he  seized  by  the  mutineers.  Tbat 
man  was  called  in  the  newspapers  "  Gimner 
Scully,"  and  what  reward  had  he  reeeiTed  ? 
He  cot,  of  course,  his  shilling  a  day  uotil 
he  blew  himself  up,  and  since  then  some 
of  his  children  had  been  put  into  a  Pro- 
testant proselytizing  asylum,  where,  being 
Catholics,  they  were  now  being  brought  up 
in  what  was  considered  the  orthodox  faith 
of  the  State,  Until  there  was  absolute 
equality  between  English,  Sootoh*  and 
Irish  i  no  Irish  soldier  wonld  enter  the 
British  serrioe  with  his  whole  heart  and 
soul,  notwithstanding  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Longford. 

Mr.  WHALLEY  said,  there  were  one 
or  two  isolated  qnestions  conoeoted  with 
this  subject  which  might  well  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  House.  One  question  was 
this — How  far  might  Roman  Catholics 
in  the  British  army  be  relied  upon  in  cer- 
tain emergencies  for  their  allegiance  to  the 
Crown,  in  spite  of  that  higher  allegiance 
whieh  they  were  called  upon  to  yield  in 
religious  matters  to  a  higher  authority  ? 
The  Duke  of  Welliogtou,  ^though  he  was 
the  means  of  passing  the  Catholic  Eman- 
eipation  Act,  would  not  allow  a  single  Ro- 
man Catholic  to  be  entered  upon  one 
particular  branch  of  the  army— the  artil- 
lery. ["No,  not"]  But  he  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  fact, 
that  while  in  the  last  fire  years  the  num- 
ber of  Catholics  and  Protestants  in  the 
army  generally  continued  in  the  same 
proportion — that  was  to  say,  about  half 
and  half— the  Boman  Catholio  loldiera  in 
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the  artillery  increased  from  2,300  to  8,700. 
He  thought  it  right  to  call  attention  to  this 
remarkable  fact. 

Mr.  0'R£ILLY,in  reply,  said,  he  wished 
to  advert  to  two  points  which  had  been 
raised  in  the  discussion.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Peterborough  (Mr. 
Whalley)  had  stated  boldly  that  Roman 
Catholio  soldiers  were  not  to  he  trusted  on 
their  allegiance.  Now,  he  felt  he  should 
lower  himself  and  degrade  the  House  if  he 
wasted  its  time  in  answering  such  a  charge. 
He  would  say  for  himself  that,  as  a  Roman 
Cathdie,  he  would  yield  to  no  man  in  at- 
tachment to  his  religion  and  in  his  respect 
for  every  one  of  its  precepts,  and  in  obe- 
dience, so  far  as  their  authoritj  extended, 
to  the  heads  of  that  religitm.  He  wished 
to  make  no  species  of  reserve  for  himself 
— such  as  was  sometimes  made  by  persons 
like  the  hon.  Member  for  him.  He  was  a 
Roman  Catholic  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
and  he  yielded  in  a  faithful  observance  of 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  no  man  of  any 
religion.  The  hon.  Member  had  unwit- 
tingly uttered  what  he  would  not  call  a 
calumny,  but  which  was  certainly  a  state- 
ment very  injurious  to  the  memory  of  a 
great  man,  the  late  Duke  of  Wellington. 
He  would,  on  another  oeeasion,  talu  an 
opportunity  of  asking  some  one  competent 
to  answer  on  the  part  of  the  Govemment 
whether  it  was  tme  that  any  order  was  is- 
sued or  now  existed  by  whieh  Roman  Ca- 
tholies  were  excluded  from  any  branch  of 
Her  Majesty's  service.  If  any  such  order 
existed  he  would  scorn  an^r  Roman  Catho- 
lio who  entered  a  service  m  any  branch  of 
whieh  he  was  held  nnworthy  to  serve.  The 
noble  Lord  (the  Marquess  of  Hartington) 
had  inaccurately  represented  him  as  depre- 
ciating the  e^ot  of  bounties  in  securing 
a  large  enlistment  in  time  of  war.  His 
objection  was  to  that  system  of  enlistment 
which  soagbt  our  recruits  solely  in  the 
great  towns  and  through  the  attractions  ot 
the  giushop.  The  noble  Lord  told  the 
House  that  the  sweepings  of  the  towns 
were  good  enough  for  the  army,  and  that 
they  made  good  soldiers.  While  he  did 
not  think  it  desirable  to  recruit  the  army 
from  the  apper  or  middle  classes,  or,  in- 
deed, from  the  skilled  classes,  he  yet 
thought  that  the  army  was  an  honourable 
profession  for  the  young  men  of  the  la- 
bouring classes,  and  it  was  to  the  honest 
and  respectable  members  of  that  class  to 
whom  they  should  look  to  fill  the  ranks  of 
the  army.  He  wonld  not  press  his  Motion 
to  a  diyision,  being  pi^p^p^oeQ^yg|if 
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pnfouh,  whioh  irere  nev,  were  founded 
in  trntb,  they  would  ^prftduallj  make  their 
way  and  be  adopted  id  time.  Lait  year 
he  pointed  oat  four  bnwcbei  of  the  Esti- 
mates on  which  he  thought  retrenehment 
might  be  carried  out.  He  did  not  preu 
bit  riewB  to  a  diriiioD*  bat  he  saw  by 
the  Estimates  this  year  that  a  reduction 
bad  been  made  in  each  of  those  four  points. 
He  should  be  emboldeuedby  that  experience 
to  leave  what  he  bad  said  to  be  considered 
fay  the  GoTemment  and  by  the  House, 
and  he  would  now  ask  leafe  to  withdraw 
his  Motion. 
MoUon,  by  leare,  withdrawn. 

AFRICA  (WESTERN  COAST). 
MOTION  rOR  A  SELIOT  OOiaOTIBB. 

Mb.  ADDEKLEY,  in  moTing  for  a  Se- 
lect Committee  te  consider  the  state  of  the 
British  Establishments  on  the  Western 
Coast  of  Africa,  said,  that  it  was  a 
country  notoriously  unfit  for  occupation  by 
the  Anglo-Sazon  race — a  country  which 
bad  been  lately  described  by  the  highest 
authority  as  being,  from  one  end  of  it  to 
the  other,  a  hotbed  of  disease,  the  oeoupa- 
Uon  of  whioh  by  us  eoold  mly  be  jnstified 
by  the  highest  and  most  dinnterested  mo- 
tives— he  would  even  tay  by  the  attein- 
ment  of  the  objeets  in  new  compensating 
for  the  enormous  saerifiee  of  life  and 
treasnre.  And  jet  in  this  unhealthy  spot, 
to  aay  nothing  of  the  large  naval  estab- 
lishment, costing  this  country  nearly 
£1,000,000  a  year,  we  had  no  less  than 
four  settlements.  The  first  was  establish- 
ed long  ago  for  the  object  of  promoting 
the  slave  trade.  Of  late  years  it  had 
been  maintained  for  the  opposite  object  of 
sopprossing  the  slave  trade,  and  for  sub- 
stituting legitimate  eommeree  and  civiliaing 
the  Nslives  of  that  eoast.  Two  hundred 
years  were  spent  by  us  in  inflicting  moral 
and  physical  injury  on  that  oonntry,  and 
the  last  fifty  years  we  had  apent  in  at- 
temptinff  something  like  repwation.  He 
wished  for  inquiry  in  order  to  see  whether 
these  settlements  aa  settlemente  were  well 
ordered  uid  regulated,  and  whether  they 
attained  their  object,  or,  on  the  contrary, 
did  not  rather  obstruct  it.  On  the  first 
point  he  thooght  there  was  sufficient  reason 
for  inquiry,  from  the  reeent  experienee  of 
one  of  those  settlements.  It  was  only  last 
Session  that  the  House  was  filled  with 
alarm  and  anxiety,  and  some  Members  of 
it  exposed  to  the  bitterest  nffering,  owing 
to  the  Oovemor  of  tiie  Odd  CoHt— 


one  of  these  settlementi — having  neariy 
mn  ns  into  a  third  war  with  tiie  Aahu- 
teea,  the  moat  wariike  <tf  the  Afinean 
tribes.  Governor  Pine  uid,  "  The  nlenee 
of  the  King  of  Ashautee  most  be  broken 
by  some  stops  token  on  our  part," 
Troops  were  reluctontly  furnished  to 
that  Governor,  and  many  gallant  lives 
were  lost,  not  in  conflict  with  any  enemy, 
but  by  contact  with  this  pestilential  cli- 
mate, and  through  being  brought  into 
that  contact  without  due  preparations 
having  been  made.  The  troops  were  with- 
drawn only  in  time  to  save  them  from  utter 
deatraotion,  and  in  order  to  prove  that  the 
war,  whieh  was  not  preeipitoted  by  their 
withdrawal,  eonld  not  have  ealled  for  their 
presence  at  all.  They  were  told  by  the 
same  Governor  that  wars  and  eommotiona 
of  this  kind,  when  they  occurred,  involved 
a  total  snspension  of  the  objects  for  whieh 
these  settlements  were  made.  He  said 
that  the  seaboard  of  his  extensive  govern- 
ment lay  exactly  outside  the  ernising 
ground  of  the  squadron,  so  that  whenever 
war  took  plaoe  the  squadron  had  to  be 
withdrawn  from  the  croiiing  ground  in 
order  to  maintoio  the  war.  The  Govemw 
also  steted  that  these  wars  most  be  ex- 
pected in  the  neighbourhood  of  such  tribes, 
from  time  to  time,  if  Englishmen  would 
seUle  thwe,  and  tiiat  whenever  ^y  did 
ooenr  this  eoontry  must  be  prepared  to 
bear  all  the  hmnt  of  sneh  wars,  both  in 
men  and  money.  "  For,"  said  the  Gover- 
nor, "  my  government  is  not  a  colony  but 
a  protectorato,  so  that  I  cannot  call  upon 
the  Natives  or  the  inhsbitento  to  supply 
either  their  labour  or  their  money.'*  The 
Governor  added  that  he  had  neither  hope 
nor  heart  to  press  the  people  for  any  tax, 
and  he  had  recently  run  the  settlement 
almost  into  a  revolution  by  proposing  even 
a  licence  duty  on  the  sale  of  rum.  Not 
only  was  it  impossible  to  levy  a  tox  upon 
the  Natives,  hnt  also  their  servioes  eonld 
not  be  made  nae  of,  inasmuch  as  the  GoW 
Coast  Artillery,  the  only  Native  fbreewhioh 
had  been  rwsed,  had  Meome  mntinons  and 
insubordinate,  and  has  since  been  dis- 
banded. That  was  the  local  corps  that 
was  considered  by  liord  Grey  as  an  essen- 
tial part  of  the  system  which  he  esta- 
blished for  the  oonsolidatitMi  of  our  go- 
vernment. The  Governor  went  on  to 
describe  his  own  position  as  auomalons 
and  unteDable,for  whenever  war  threatened, 
as  was  almost  oontinoonsly  the  ease,  his 
authority  as  civil  Governor,  beeam^  snt- 
pmded,  the  sole  ^p9i^^l(l^M^«pon 
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the  mUitar;  eomnuader,  irith  whom  he 
had  qnarreled  and  held  do  oommanicatioD 
whateTer.  The  military  commander  had 
beeo  removed  from  the  colony  since  the 
period  referred  io»  and  the  danger  which 
then  existed  had  ceased,  but  the  Colonial 
Secretary  told  the  House  only  last  Friday 
that  C<^onel  Conran,  aecompamed  by 
troopi,  was  at  this  monent  making  a  mili- 
tary progress  among  the  neighbounQg 
warlike  tribes  for  the  pnrpose  of  open- 
ing a  friendly  intercourse  with  them,  which 
was  not  unlikely  to  replace  the  Ghnrem- 
ment  in  its  usnal  eonfosion.  He  sav  by 
the  papers  that  the  residents  considerea 
Colonel  Conran  nnderstood  their  interests 
ht  better  than  the  civil  Governor,  and 
the  measures  he  had  adopted  were  cer- 
tainly more  likely  to  promote  the  specula- 
tions of  the  settlers  than  the  objects  for 
which  civil  Qovemors  were  put  there  by 
this  coQDtry.  He  might  mention,  lastly, 
that  the  Government  of  the  Dutch  settle- 
ment at  Elvina,  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood, were  now,  and  bad  always  been, 
vofriendly  to  this  eountry,  and  were  always 
in  intimate  alliance  with  our  constant  ene- 
mies the  Ashantees.  Under  such  circnm- 
stances  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the 
government  of  the  Gold  Coast  oonld  not 
be  entered  into  a  moment  too  soon  by  a 
Committee  to  be  appointed  for  the  purpose. 
Did  the  other  three  settlements  present 
less  ground  for  inquiry  f  What  did  they 
bear  as  to  Sierra  Leone,  the  most  im- 
portant of  all  our  settlements  on  the  West 
Coast  of  Africa,  and  which  ought  to  be 
the  very  centre  of  improvement  ?  What 
was  the  result  of  a  century  of  philanthropic 
efforts  here,  begun  by  Clark  and  Wilber- 
foree  f  A  high  authority  had  recently  de- 
scribed  Sierra  Leone  in  these  words — 

"  The  peo]^«  are  the  rorj  pests  of  the  neigh* 
bonrbood.  The  Sierra  Leone  people  are  deterted 
wheiwer  ^ejr  go,  and  always  in  bad  odonr  with 
every  one.  The  miednoBted  tribee  on  the  eoaat  are 
&r  more  intelUgeot,  and  the  Natires  do  more  work 
where  the  white  oian  has  not  settled." 

That  was  not  a  very  satisfsetory  descrip- 
tion certainly.  He  saw  also  from  the  Re- 
ports before  the  House  tliat  exporta  and 
imports,  taking  the  matter  in  relation 
to  the  commercial  value  of  the  settle- 
mmt,  were  steadily  declining.  The  exports 
and  imports  at  Gambia  were  also  declioiDg, 
and  Governor  D'Arcy  stated  that  the  whole 
of  the  neighbourhood  was  in  a  constant 
state  of  einl  war.   He  went  on  to  say — 

"  It  Is  very  dHBeolt  to  avoid  bring  mixed  m 
with  t!b»  trooUes  of  oer  nsighboors.  The  bdli- 


gerent  tribes  seise  cattle,  ignorant,  in  all  the  ex- 
citement of  war,  of  the  property  being  BriUih< 
Onr  tr&ders  make  repriaala,  or,  in  apite  of  my  for- 
bidding it  under  penalties,  take  service  under  the 
opposing  ohiefii.  The  merobaots  claim  onr  proteo* 
tion  up  the  river.  Where  if  this  to  oease  V' 

As  .regarded  Lagos,  Governor  Freeman 
said— 

"  From  the  lawlessneas  of  the  Egbas,  the  state 
of  allUra  is  going  from  bad  to  worse.  I  have  re- 
called from  Abbeokflta  all  persons  elaimlng  British 
proteetioB.  The  missionaries,  however,  reflue  to 
pay  me  any  attention.  1  only  get  <^o^tun  from 
the  British  merohants  and  residents  in  Abbookota. 
My  infloeDce  is  ondermiiied.'' 

He  tells  the  elders  of  Abbeokuta  their 
anarchy  cannot  be  allowed;  "England  is 
alow  to  anffer,  bat  will  requuv  aatisfoe- 
tion  at  last.  '  At  this  moment,  insisting 
on  reparation  to  a  Benin  merchant,  M. 
Henry,  for  a  very  questionable  wrong,  he 
has  imposed  a  fine,  which  being  refused. 
Her  Majesty's  ships  are  again  withdrawn 
from  this  cruising  ground  to  blookade  the 
trade  of  the  Benin  until  the  fine  is  paid. 
Such  was  the  state  of  the  four  set- 
tlements in  Western  Africa,  and  having 
thus  described  their  present  condition,  he 
would,  with  permission  of  the  HousOt 
very  briefiy  advwt  to  their  past  history. 
The  Gold  Coast,  6r8t  ooeapied  by  the  Forw 
tuguese,  and  then  by  the  Dutch,  came 
into  the  possession  of  this  country  by  the 
Treaty  of  Breda  in  1672,  when  Parliament 
placed  it  ander  the  control  of  the  African 
Company,  with  a  subsidy  of  from  £13,000 
to  £20,000  per  annum,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  on  the  slave  trade.  It  re- 
mained in  their  hands  until  1821,  when 
the  Crown  assumed  the  government, 
the  slave  trade  having  five  years  pre- 
viously been  abolished.  Hardly  had  the 
Crown  taken  upon  itself  the  manage- 
ment of  the  settlement  before  it  was 
plunged  in  two  Ashantee  wars,  the  first  of 
whieh  was  the  most  disastrous  that  this 
conntry  had  everentend  into  with  a  savage 
tribe.  The  Crown  waa  aoon  weaiy  both  of 
the  expense  of  the  wars  and  oi  ^  ewso- 
quently  declining  commerce.  Mid  in  1827 
they  handed  over  the  government  of  tho 
settlement  to  a  company  of  meroliants  who 
received  a  subsidy  of  £4,000  to  carry  on 
the  government,  they  being  informed  that 
if  they  refused  those  terms  the  settlement 
would  be  abandoned.  At  that  time  a  protec- 
torate had  been  assumed  over  the  neigh- 
bouring tribes  which  had  led  to  many  com- 
plications, and  a  magisterial  jurisdiction 
had  been  set  up  over  the  nath^i,  wf^* 
jndieial  amisor  at  it)|gj?«Brtf^M8^^^ 
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what  Lord  Grey  described  as  the  singular 
office  of  dispensing  rade  laws  among  un- 
oivilized  tribes.  The  company  being  found 
inadequate  to  conduct  the  QoTornment, 
the  Grown  resamed  the  conduct  of  the 
settlement  in  1843,  and  in  1864,  by  an 
Order  in  Connoil,  it  had  been  placed  under 
the  coQBtitation  of  a  Goremor  and  a  Le- 
gislatire  and  Ezecatire  Conncil.  In  1850 
the  Gold  Coast  was  aeparated  from  the 
GoTemment  of  Sierra  Leone,  and  Lord 
Grey  pnrohaaed  ikt  neighbouring  Danish 
Forte,  and  eatabliahed  the  QwA  Coast 
Local  Artillery,  and  otherwise  extended 
and  eoDsoUdated  the  Protectorate.  Sierra 
Leone  was  ceded  to  this  country  in  1787 
as  a  settlement  for  free  negroes.  Since 
that  period  a  very  large  territory  had  been 
annexed  to  the  colony,  as  was  usaalty  the 
case  with  our  settlements  there.  It  was 
now  used  as  a  convenieDt  place  for  holding 
the  Mixed  Commission  court  for  adju- 
dicating prize  slarers,  and  was  the 
centre  of  the  efforts  made  by  mission- 
aries in  the  oftuse  of  West  African  cifi- 
lization.  Lord  Grey,  in  bis  work  on 
Colonial  GoTemment*  1853,  pronounces 
Sierra  Leone  to  be  a  failure.  Gambia, 
by  a  patent  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign, 
had  its  trade  granted  to  British  merchants, 
and  a  eompany  was  formed  in  the  year 
1618,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the 
slare  trade.  In  1814  Gambia  became 
exclusively  British,  the  French  taking 
Senegal  and  Goree.  In  1816  the  slave 
trade  was  by  law  abolished,  and  this  set- 
tlement was  used  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
merce and  suppressing  slare  trade.  It 
was  separated  from  Sierra  Leone  by 
Letters  Patent  1843.  Lagos  only  as- 
sumed the  position  of  a  separate  colony 
in  1862,  after  ten  yeara  previous  occupa- 
tion, and  it  was  expressly  occupied  for 
three  pnrposea  — the  snppression  of  the 
slave  trade,  the  promotion  of  legitimate 
trade,  and  the  benefit  of  the  tribes.  He 
might  also  mention  that  the  free  Republic 
of  Liberia,  originally  established  inl816by 
an  American  Colonisation  Society  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  free  coloured  people 
from  America,  though  it  had  languished 
as  a  colony,  had  served  as  an  effectual 
barrier  to  the  carrying  on  of  the  slave 
trade  in  that  country.  He  had  referred 
to  these  matters  to  show  how  far  this 
country  was  engaged  in  the  occupation  of 
West  Africa  and  in  obligations  with  the 
various  chiefs  in  the  neighboarhood  of  our 
settlements.  The  possession  of  any  of 
Uie  territory  for  the  purpose  of  prerenting 


slave  exportation  entailed  a  necessity, 
moreover,  of  constant  extension,  for  sup- 
pression of  export  was  nugatory  unless 
our  measures  for  suppression  could  be 
exercised  along  the  whole  coast.  This 
WAS  the  consideration  on  which  our  set- 
tlements had  perpetually  increased,  and 
under  the  present  system  most  eoatinoe 
to  increase.  In  1850,  when  Lord  Gr^ 
made  pnrchase  of  Banish  territory  «i 
the  Gold  Coast  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
solidating British  strength,  he  contem- 
plated the  purchase  of  the  Bnteh  terri- 
tory also,  that  all  might  be  voder  the 
protection  of  the  Government  of  this 
country.  On  the  extension  of  territory, 
he  would  quote  the  opinion  of  an  officer 
of  high  authority— 

"  We  have  made  a  great  mistake  in  aeqairing 
territory  round  Lagos.  I  was  the  fint  that  ever 
entered  the  river,  uid  some  twelve  jrears  ago  took 
ponessioo  of  the  eastern  point  in  the  nasw  of  tha 
Government,  for  trading  purpotas.  I  was  ordered 
to  give  it  np  again,  aa  the  Qovemment  did  not 
wish  to  enlarge  their  possesaions.  But  what  have 
we  done  sinoe  f  Taken  the  whole  laland  of  Lagoe, 
with  territory  many  miles  up  the  Lagoon,  aa  irell 
as  OD  the  sea  coast,  which  hat  led  us  into  serious 
broils  with  the  Native  Cbiels.  All  bat  the  island 
ahootd  be  given  op  at  oooe,  keeping  the  oostonu 
of  the  river  with  a  coo  sal  and  a  staamer.  We 
have  no  bnainesB  to  establlah  oursrivea  about 
powerful  ohieft  and  tell  them  to  do  exaetly 
what  we  bid,  or  we  shall  blockade  or  bom- 
bard their  towns.  We  have  not  the  means  of 
carrying  oat  sach  threats,  and  are  only  Unghed 
at.  I  woold  likewise  ^ve  np  all  Gambia  bat  ooa 
fort  and  the  Gold  Coast  protectorate.  Wa  do 
no  good  i  it  brings  no  return,  but  does  moch 
harm." 

He  believed,  as  the  Government  of  the 
day  had  told  that  officer  twelve  years  ago 
that  they  did  not  intend  to  enlarge  their 
possessions,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  would  no  doubt 
repeat  uie  same  statement  which  be 
made  last  year,  that  his  policy  was  a 
similar  one.  And  no  doubt  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  broadly  liud  down 
that  policy ;  bnt  whatever  miAt  be  his 
policy,  whatever  might  be  his  intenticou, 
he  ooold  not  help  extending  the  node  of 
settlement  we  now  followed  on  the  African 
coast.  He  woold  now  state  what  had 
been  done  in  the  way  of  inquiry  into  this 
subject.  On  two  occasions  there  had  been 
Royal  Commissions,  but  he  did  not  think 
much  had  followed  from  them.  An  inquiry 
into  the  subject  of  the  British  settle- 
ments on  the  African  coast  was  made  in 
1842  by  a  Committee  over  which  Lord 
Stanley,  now  the  Sari  of  B^by,  praaided. 
The  ground  of  tbg|{ti!l|Wrij^C^4^fc 
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alraadj  Hlladed  to,  that  on  the  Oold 
Coast,  which  waa  then  in  the  hands  of  a 
companj,  Brittsh  merchants  residing  there 
were  in  the  habit  of  snppljring  the  slarera 
of  Spain  and  other  friendly  Powers  with 
equipments  for  carrying  on  that  trade,  for 
the  suppression  of  which  this  country  alone 
mMntaiiied  those  settlements.  The  Go- 
Temora  eonfesied  their  inability  to  snp- 
press  that  practice,  and  such  being  the 
caae,  the  Committee  to  which  be  had 
already  referred  came  to  the  oonclnsion, 
and  the  Hoose  aeted  upon  the  Report,  that 
the  Onnrn  should  resume  the  goremment 
of  the  settlemaits,  and  of  eaeh  under  a  Be> 
parate  Goremor.  But  the  question  now 
was,  whether,  the  Crown  baTiog  resumed 
that  goTomment,  the  mischief  which  took 
place  before  bad  ceased ;  or  whether  it  was 
not  the  case — as  he  beliered  it  was — that 
a  large  body  of  merchants  there,  whose  in- 
terests were  opposed  to  our  public  policy, 
had  BO  much  influence  in  the  goremment 
of  those  settlements  that  they  still  inter- 
fered with  the  action  of  the  Oovernment  in 
effectually  carrying  out  the  sole  object  with 
which  that  House  had  established  them 
there.  The  Committee  of  1848-9,  presided 
OTer  by  Mr.  Hutt,  and  in  1850  the  Lords' 
Committee,  presided  orer  by  the  Bishop  of 
Oxford,  both  had  in  Tiew  the  more  general 
objeet  of  the  best  means  for  suppressing 
the  slave  trade.  In  1863  the  Committee 
'  presided  orer  by  Ur.  Home — and  of  which 
he  himself  was  a  Member — was  appointed 
to  consider  how  far  the  treaties  for  the  sup- 
pression of  that  trade  between  this  country 
and  Spain  and  Portugal  were  carried 
out,  and  whether  the  large  sums  which 
had  been  voted  to  those  countries  for 
their  consent  in  putting  down  the  slave 
trade  bad  been  spent  for  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  voted.  The  snbject  of 
the  settlements  on  the  African  coast  only 
incidentally  came  under  the  notice  of 
those  Committees.  But  so  far  as  they 
did  they  appeared  to  them  of  very  qnes- 
tionable  use  in  snppresiion  of  the 
slave  trade.  The  Committee  of  1853 
made  it  clear  that  the  chief  diminution 
of  the  slave  trade  arose  A'om  the  stop- 
page of  demand  from  Brasil.  For  his 
part  he  considered  that  the  principle 
which  was  found  to  operate  in  ordinary 
commercisl  matters  applied  also  to  the 
slave  trade—namely^  that  the  supply  was 
regulated  by  the  demand.  A  blockading 
sqaadrion  might  add  to  the  difficulty  and 
cost  of  earrying  on  the  trade,  bnt  eonld 
not  stop  it.   That  wai  in  fact  b^ginmng  at 


the  wrong  end.  The  way  to  put  down  the 
trade  effectually  was  to  operate  on  the 
demand  for  slaves.  As  long  as  there 
was  a  demand  for  any  commMity,  what- 
ever it  might  be,  there  would  be  a  supply ; 
and  even  if  a  wall  were  built  round  Africa 
there  would  not  be  a  stop  put  to  slave 
trade  any  more  than  there  was  to  Bri- 
tish commerce  by  Berlin  decrees.  He 
was  happy  to  say  that  there  had  been  a 
diminution  in  the  slave  trade  ;  hut  it  had 
been  from  a  diminution  in  the  demand. 
The  demand  for  ^ves  vai  now  confined 
to  one  spot — Cuba— and  if  pressure  were 
put  upon  Spain,  which  winked  at  the 
trade,  without  oeasing  on  the  coast  of 
AAiea  to  prevent  the  supply,  we  might 
hope  for  the  speedy  and  complete  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade.  That  was  the 
coarse  which  the  Kioff  of  Dahomey — who 
seemed  to  understand  the  principles  of 
trade  more  clearly  than  Earl  Russell — 
suggested  when  urged  to  assist  in  stopping 
the  export.  In  the  instructions  given  by 
Earl  Russell  to  Captain  Burton  last  year, 
when  that  officer  was  about  to  proceed  on 
a  mission  to  Dahomey,  he  said— 

"  Remind  tbe  Kiog  that  he  himself  saggested 
to  Commodors  Wilmot  tfatt  'if  we  wished  to  put 
a  stop  to  tiie  alave  trade  we  iboiild jwerent  white 
mea  from  coming  to  ba^  them.'  Toa  will  state 
that  Her  Majesty's  Goremment,  hariog  deters 
mined  thst^he  traffic  shall  eease,  will  take  steps 
to  prerent  eflbetnal]/  the  export  of  stares." 

It  appeared  to  him  tiut  the  King  of  Da- 
homey took  the  more  sensible  view.  What 
did  Commodore  Bruce  say  on  the  snbjeet 
as  the  result  of  his  experience  f — 

"  If  the  stare  trade  could  be  sappressed  for  100 
years  it  would  break  out  again  in  iiz  months  after 
tbe  rsnonl  of  the  suppressing  torn," 

What  waa  tbe  omnion  of  Commodore 
Wilmot  ?— 

"  The  olimate  is  against  all  military  operations, 
ibr  which  reason  we  sboold  exert  obiefljonrmwal 
power,  holding  UtUe  ooontry  for  trading  pnnioses. 
Oar  present  aneeesa  is  not  worth  Uie  blood  and 
toeasare  yearly  saorifloed  for  it.  The  sqoadron  I 
hare  great  faith  in,  bat  it  most  hare  more  ressels, 
and  some  of  pecnliar  speed  and  stoirage.  The 
monotony  of  the  blockade  is  killing  to  offloera  and 
men.  You  can  form  no  ooneeption  of  what  they 
hare  to  undergo.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  « 
their  oondoot  under  snob  trying  circumstances — 
for  months  at  anchor,  rolliog  terribly ;  thermo- 
meter 86  degrees  ;  no  ohaage  of  oompanions ;  no 
supplies  of  fresh  stock,  except  at  long  interrala. 
We  hare  not  sufficient  vessels  to  insare  certain 
relieft.  I  bc^  yon  will  give  taj  testimony  to  tbe 
merits  of  <mars  and  men,  for  thsy  rlddy  dussi  re 
it." 

Depend  npon  it  thoDi|JJ^d  ^igie^^^ 
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the  King  of  Dahomej  will  be  found  the 
roost  effectual  in  aehiering  the  extinction 
of  the  slave  trade,  and  may  tpeedily  lu- 
persede  those  preventire  measures  adopted 
at  great  expense  bj  this  country.  He 
(Ur.  Adderley)  believed  that  before  many 
yean  the  Qovemmeats  of  Amerioa, 
France,  and  England  would  combine  to 
put  a  pressure  upon  Spain  that  ahe  could 
not  resist,  and  that  their  efforts,  which  had 
been  long  and  ineffectually  made  for  the 
sappresMon  of  an  ioAunous  traffic,  would 
bo  followed  by  a  ooarse  which  in  one 
hour  wonld  be  erowned  with  aneoess.  He 
was  glad  to  obserre  that  the  Spanish 
Minister  at  Madrid  was  reported  to  have 
said  the  other  day  to  the  Cortes  that 
stringent  measures  were  about  to  be 
adopted  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade.  If  that  promise  were  cMried  out, 
the  day  was  not  distant  —  a  day  they 
would  all  rejoioe  to  see  —  when  the  cul- 
minating hope  of  philanthro(Hsts  would 
be  attuned,  and  the  slave  trade  would 
for  ever  cease  to  exist.  But  suppose  that 
that  day  had  arrived,  it  was  well  to  con- 
sider now  with  what  other  object  the  four 
settlements  to  which  he  referred  should 
be  maintained.  Two  other  objects  had 
been  assigned.  One  was  for  the  promotion 
of  Ultimate  commerce,  and  the  other  for 
the  eiviliiation  of  the  Native  raees.  With 
regard  to  the  first,  he  would  appeal  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Manchester,  and  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  lately  resumed 
his  seat  in  this  House  for  Salford  (Mr. 
Cheetham),  representing  as  they  did  the 
trade  associations  of  Manchester,  and 
the  plans  which  Manchester  had  formed 
for  opening  a  cotton  field  in  Western 
Africa,  whether  they  were  of  opinion  that 
the  Governments  on  that  coast,  conducted 
as  they  now  are,  were  likely  to  promote  or 
to  obstruct  the  objects  they  had  in  view. 
The  last  quotation  which  lie  would  make 
was  with  regard  to  the  infiueneo  of  onr 
West  African  Governments  upon  com- 
merce, and  it  was  as  follows  : — 

"There  is  probabljr  more  trade  (n  palm  oil  in 
the  Bights  of  Benin  and  Biaffra,  ud  in  ground 
nut  on  tiie  coast  between  Sierra  Leooe  and  the 
Gambia,  wbere  no  eolooj  exieta,  than  in  all  the 
British  aettlements  put  together." 

Indeed,  there  was  pretty  good  proof  that 
as  the  Governments  were  conducted  now, 
they  were  ohstrncting  rather  than  promot- 
ing commerce.  Colonel  Gonran,  trailing 
the  British  fiag  round  the  territories  of 
warlike  chiefs,  gave  bad  encouragement 
to  peaoef  at  trade.  Now,  m  to  the  leeond 
Mr.  AdderUg 


object,  civilisation,  he  doubted  whether  ii 
was  right  to  tax  this  country  for  cirilixa- 
tion,  even  for  the  high  object  of  civilising 
barbarous  tribes  in  Africa.  If  the  efforta 
hitherto  made  had  been  successful,  perhaps 
nobody  in  that  House  wonld  be  found  to 
complain.  But  had  we  any  enoourage- 
ment  to  hope  that  the  oiviliaation  of  Africa 
would  be  effected  through  the  agency  of 
that  Honse  ?  The  missionary  work  was 
noble,  but  it  was  not  snbsidilEed.  Volon- 
tary  action  bad  been  to  a  great  Oxtent 
Bueeesaful,  but  govemments  had  done  littie 
to  help  it,  and  mneh  to  disturb  it.  It 
was  the  opmion  of  an  eminent  misaionary 
who  belonged  to  the  most  liberal  and 
devoted  misuon  upon  the  West  Coast 
— namely,  the  Swiss  mission  of  Basle, 
which  snbscribed  larger  funds  than  any  of 
the  English  missionary  associations — that 
the  Governments  maintained  by  Great 
Britain  upon  that  coast,  as  now  condueted, 
were  no  assistanee  to  the  efforta  of  the 
missionaries  for  the  civilisation  of  the 
country.  If  that  was  the  case  what  was 
to  be  done?  He  thosght  it  qoite  clear 
that  we  must  either  go  on  or  go  back,  that 
we  must  do  a  great  deal  more  or  a  {preat 
deal  less  than  at  preimt.  We  mnst  either 
render  every  Government  seoore  by  largor 
forces,  open  up  the  eonntry,  make  rous, 
and  extend  our  power  in  order  to  make  it 
efficient  for  good,  or  else  stand  ont  of  the 
way  of  the  Native  ehiefs,  who,  if  we  were 
not  there,  would  have  a  mach  greater 
control  over  their  own  sobjocta.  Our 
commerce  will  find  its  way  there  without 
any  civil  or  military  establishments  to  pro- 
tect it,  and  will  indirectly  civilise  the 
country.  The  Committee  of  1842  had 
led  to  a  separation  of  the  settlements, 
and,  by  maldng  four  little  Governments 
instead  of  ono  great  Government  of 
Sierra  Leone,  they  had  deprived  the 
country  of  the  mriees  of  eompetent 
men,  for  now  no  salary  was  given  which 
could  indoce  an  able  man  to  remain  there 
long.  The  omiseqnenoe  waa  that  we 
were  pretty  certain  to  get  Governors 
of  an  inferior  stamp,  and  who  would 
be  jealous  of  each  other,  who  would  be 
acting  one  against  another,  each  having  a 
policy  of  his  own,  and  each  eoanteracting 
the  policy  of  his  neighbour.  Another 
eooaequenee  of  onr  present  West  African 
policy  was  territorial  encroachments  and 
territorial  entanglements.  Now,  the  ques- 
tion for  the  Committee  would  be,  whether 
the  experience  we  had  ha4  1842 
and  the  neir  eiinp«»»«9^0ie$l<l>*^ 
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sinee  arisen  would  not  lead  us,  at  all 
eTenU.  to  concentrate  oar  pover  there, 
to  contract  our  engagements  and  the  re- 
sponsibilitieB  which  to  had  entered  into  ; 
and  whether  the  new  means  we  had  at  our 
disposal  and  the  Bteun  power  we  eould  now 
eommand  might  not»  bjwise  oombinations, 
enable  us  to  eeonomiie  our  strength,  and 
to  make  a  smaller  force  far  more  effi- 
cient. Certainly  the  aspect  of  the  times 
and  the  state  of  the  world  do  not  invite 
us  needlessly  to  scatter  our  forces  on 
Qoixotte  errands.  He  had  stated  the 
grounds  opon  which  he  asked  for  an 
inquiry.  Upon  the  grounds  upon  which 
these  establishments  were  founded  and 
are  maintained  —  in  the  cause,  namely, 
of  the  suppression  of  the  slare  trade,  of 
the  promotion  of  legitimate  commerce, 
and  of  the  civilization  of  Africa  —  he 
demanded  inquiry,  whether  upon  all  these 
great  objects  our  present  system  of  go- 
vernment on  the  Western  Coast  of  Afriea 
was  working  satisfactorily. 

Mr.  CAVB,  in  seconding  the  Resolu- 
tion, said,  he  did  not  wish  to  be  understood 
as  concurring  in  all  the  obserrationa  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  If,  howoTer,  he 
had  orged  no  other  reason  in  support  of 
his  Motion  than  the  length  of  time  that  had 
elapsed  since  inquiry  had  taken  place,  he 
thought  he  was  entitled  to  carry  it.  The 
inrcstigation  which  took  place  in  1842  was 
held  with  a  different  object  from  that  now 
on  Tiow,  when  the  idea  was  all  but  uniTcr- 
sally  entertained  that  no  amount  of  money 
was  too  great  to  expend  for  tbeclviliaation 
of  the  African.  A  feeling,  however,  now 
prevailed  that  this  attempt  was  somewhat 
Quixotic,  and  that  to  tax  this  country  bea- 
Tily  for  each  a  purpose  was  rather  going 
beyond  the  proper  dut^  of  the  House.  He 
quite  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
that  the  question  of  the  slave  trade  was 
one  of  supply  and  demand.  Ac  the  same 
Ume  an  important  element  which  had  not 
been  alluded  to  entered  into  the  question, 
namely,  that  of  price.  The  present  price 
of  slaves  was  the  only  obstacle  to  the  de- 
mand for  them,  being  ten  times  as  great 
as  formerly.  He  believed  that  if  the  block* 
ading  squadron  were  removed,  if  the  set- 
tlements were  suddenly  taken  away,  the 
price  of  slaves  would  fall  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  demand  from  Cuba  would  enor- 
mously  inerease,  and  the  supply  follow ; 
and  that  the  QoTemment  of  Spain,  which 
be  hoped  was  eontemplating  a  different 
policy,  would  find  the  temptation  to  allow 
a  continuance  of  the  trade  too  strong  for 
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them  to  resist.  There  could  bo  no  doubt 
that  the  settlements  were  in  an  unsBtisfac- 
tory  state,  and  he  believed  they  had  been 
conducted  upon  false  principles  from  the 
beginning.  Under  the  influence  of  the 
Anti-slavery  Society,  crowds  of  recaptured 
Afrieans  were  maintuned  in  idleness  at  the 
public  expense,  at  a  time  when  labourers 
in  this  country  were  only  able  to  obtain 
precarious,  and  in  man;  cases  insufficient, 
means  of  livelihood.  The  Committee  of 
1842  recommended,  indeed,  that  thoy 
should  be  induced  to  emigrate  to  the  West 
Indies,  but  they  seemed  half  afraid  of 
making  such  a  reasonable  recommendation, 
so  strong  was  the  feeling  in  this  country 
against  even  the  appearance  qf  forced 
labour.  He  agreed  with  his  right  hon. 
Friend  that  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade  was  to  be  accomplished  rather  by 
concentration  of  means  than  by  spreading 
them  over  a  large  surface.  There  was  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  slave  trade  was 
not  going  on  along  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa,  but  there  were  no  captures  because 
the  fastest  vessels  on  the  coast  were  the 
slavers.  The  greatest  speed  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's cruisers  was  eight  knots,  while  the 
slavers  eould  make  perhaps  sixteen  knots. 
He  could  not  go  so  far  ns  to  say  that 
these  settlements  should  be  done  awny 
with  ;  it  might  have  been  wrong  to  place 
them  there  in  the  first  instance,  and  tliey 
might  have  been  badly  administered,  and 
many  of  the  evils  alluded  to  were  caused 
by  faults  in  administration,  not  by  any 
necessary  or  inherent  defect;  but  it  would 
be  imposeible  suddenly  to  suppress  them. 
If  they  were  suppressed  the  loss  of  pres> 
tige  would  he  Tory  great ;  other  na^ons 
would  probably  take  them  up,  and  it 
would  not  be  wise,  ho  thought,  to  give  to 
France,  for  instance,  a  greater  share  of 
power  on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa ;  for 
France  was  not  to  be  trusted  in  the  mat- 
ter of  stave  trading.  Alt  these  settle- 
ments had  a  considerable  revenue,  and  be 
did  not  see  why  with  better  administration 
they  might  not  be  self-supporting.  Sierra 
Leone  had  a  revenue  of  £30,000  a  year, 
but  the  expendituro  was  very  great,  the 
salaries  alone  having  risen  from  £17,000 
in  1860  to  £20.000  in  1862.  There  was 
a  mixed  commission  there,  it  was  true,  but 
it  was  a  bad  plaee  for  a  mixed  ooinmis- 
sion ;  vessels  had  to  beat  op  to  it,  and 
few  cases,  therefore,  had  been  taken  thero 
for  adjudieation.  One  of  the  subjects 
which  the  Committee  woidd  have  to  inTas- 
tigato  was  the  reasoftigtlMl^b^TWWMgtt? 
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ports  and  exports  from  the  whole  of  the 
coast  had  increased  From  £3,000,000  to 
£4,000.000  the  commerce  of  the  British 
settlements  had  decreased.  It  had  been 
asked  what  would  be  the  use  of  the  occn- 
pation  of  these  stations  if  the  slave  trade 
was  at  an  end.  He  would  answer  that 
thej  were  useful  for  the  prevention  of 
pirnoj  and  for  the  protection  of  British 
Tosseis,  even  on  other  parts  of  the  coast. 
He  wished  to  make  one  suggestion,  that 
was  that  care  should  be  taken  to  obtain 
competent  practical  witnesses.  The  Com- 
mittee of  1842|  whteh  was  founded  upon 
a  CommisuoD,  examined  among  a  great 
many  witnesses  Dr.  Madden,  who  was 
the  principal  Commissioner  who  had  olB- 
ciallj  visited  these  settlements  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  collecting  evidence,  and 
a  number  of  naval  and  mititarj  officers 
who  had  been  out  on  the  coast  iu  ques- 
tion ;  and  it  would  be  a  great  pitj  if  this 
inquiry  should  be  conducted  without  suffi- 
cient witnesses  of  the  best  kind,  and  should 
fail  in  consequence  of  obtaining  only  specu- 
lative evidence.  He  gladly  seconded  the 
Uotion  for  the  Committee. 

Moted,  That  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed  "  to  consider  the  state  of  the 
British  Establishments  on  the  Western 
Coattof  Africa."— AdderUy.) 

Lord  ALFRED  CHURCHILL  said, 
that  after  the  very  able  and  elaborate  state- 
ment of  his  right  hon.  Friend,  it  would  ill 
become  him  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  to  any  great  extent  by  enlarging 
upon  what  had  been  already  stated.  Ho 
must,  however,  express  his  satisfaction 
that  his  right  hon.  Friend  had  redeemed 
the  pledge  that  he  ^ve  at  the  end  of 
last  Session  in  movmg  for  this  Com- 
mittee at  so  early  a  period  of  the  present 
year,  because  he  believed   that  there 
were  ample  materials  to  occupy  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  for  a  very  consider- 
able part  of      Session.    The  unfortunate 
Aahantee  war,  which  loit  year  was  the 
oanse  of  so  much  pain  in  the  House,  was 
of  itself  anffieient  ground  for  a  Committee, 
but  there  were  other  reasons  why  an  in- 
quiry should  be  now  undertaken.  The 
aUte  of  affairs  on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa 
was  now,  and  had  been  for  a  considerable 
period,  most  unsatisfactory.    Without  any 
mtention  to  pr^udice  the  present  occupiers 
of  the  Colonial  Office,  he  must  say  that  that 
matter  had  been  the  hiU  noir  of  the  De- 
partment.  The  uohealtbinesa  of  the  oli- 
mate  and  Tariona  other  caiiMB  of  that 
Jfr.  Cavt 


nature  had  militated  in  a  great  measure 
against  the  full  development  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  country  immediately  border- 
ing upon  the  British  settlements.  Cape 
Coast  Castie  was  one  of  the  oldest,  if  not 
the  oldest,  British  settlement.    It  was  in- 
stituted about  150  years  ago,  when  Eng- 
land was  a  slaveholding  Pow«',  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  us  to  procure  slaves  to 
send  to  our  settiements  m  America.  It 
had  been  computed  that  before  the  slave 
trade  wu  abolished  we  had  exported 
960,000  slaves  from  tho  African  coast  to 
America,  and  we  had  thus  incurred  an 
enormous  responsibility  ;  and,  as  a  Chris- 
tian country,  we  were  bound  to  make  good  in 
some  way  to  the  unfortunate  peopleof  Africa 
our  depredations  there.   Therefore  the  idea 
of  giving  up  any  of  the  settiements  on  the 
coast  would  not,  he  thought,  6nd  favour  in 
England,  and  he  did  not  understand  the 
Uover  of  the  Committee  to  make  any  such 
suggestion.    All  he  understood  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  say  was  that  the  pre- 
sent method  of  government  required  in- 
quiry, and  that  we  must  either  increase  our 
responsibilities  by  occupying  and  forming 
a  colony  of  the  protected  territory,  or  we 
must  reduce  our  responsibilities  by  limit- 
ing the  iu«a  over  which  we  now  professed 
to  exereise  protection.    The  climate,  tho 
right  hon.  Oentieman  had  stated,  waa  noto- 
riouslj  unfit  for  the  Angto-Saion  race,  and 
that  was  the  reason  why  more  had  not  been 
done  there.    It  had  been  difficult  to  get 
men  of  a  superior  class  to  undertake  tho 
charge  of  government  on  that  coast,  but 
he  believed  it  would  be  quite  possible  to 
locate  the  Government  officers  on  the  higher 
grounds  of  the  hills.    The  same  objection 
was  made  to  JamMca  and  our  West  Indian 
colonies  till  it  was  found  out  by  going  to 
the  top  of  the  hills  the  amount  of  sicknesa 
was  very  much  reduced,  and  on  the  West 
Coast  of  Africa  there  were  very  high  hills 
indeed,  where  a  climate  might  be  found  in 
which  the  health  of  Englishmen  would 
not  suffer  at  all.    We  had  been  at  a  charge 
of  £1,000,000  to  support  tho  alave  trado 
squadron,  but  he  oonenrred  with  the  right 
hon.  Oentieman  that  where  there  was  a 
demand  there  would  always  be  found  a 
supply.    He  thought  one  question  for  the 
Committee  would  be  whether  it  was  pos- 
sible that  England  might  be  induced  to 
make  the  protected  territory  into  a  colonj 
which  would  be  self-supporting,  seeing  tliat 
at  present  we  exercised  little  or  no  control 
over  the  Native  chiefs,  and  had  done  nothing 
by  edneatioD  beyoi^  J^^^i^n^gt^of 
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misBionaries,  or  hj  making  roads  whioh  bpr 
opeDiag  out  ftvsheonnti7,  would  giro  focili* 
ties  for  their  cultiration.  He  did  not  mean  to 
saj  that  he  was  prepared  to  adopt  that  rietr 
at  once,  but  inquiry  might  be  made  in  that 
direction.  There  were  others  who  thought 
it  much  better  that  we  should  giro  up  the 
whole  of  the  protected  territories,  and 
simplj  retain  the  forts  as  places  where 
there  might  be  stationed  smalt  executive 
Goremments  and  a  few  soldiers,  hut  he 
did  not  think  if  we  simpIj  did  that  we 
abould  be  exeroising  the  same  control  over 
the  slave  trade  that  we  did  now ;  whereas, 
if  we  made  a  colony  of  the  proteoted  terri- 
ton,  he  beUcTed  the  free-grown  eottoo, 
coffee,  and  other  tbingSi  which  woald  be 
brought  into  eompetition  with  the  slave- 
growii  produce  of  other  eountries,  would 
tend  to  reduce  the  value  of  slave  labour. 
So  fullj  alive  were  the  natives  of  Cape 
Coast  Castle  to  the  inquiry  ahout  to  be  in- 
stituted, that  they  had  subscribed  large 
sums  for  the  purpose  of  sending  over  here 
witnesses  of  their  own  to  place  thetr  case 
clearly  before  the  Committee.  At  tlie 
present  moment,  too,  there  was  in  this 
country  Uie  able  representative  of  the  Basle 
liiasionary  Society,  which  adopted  ^e  plan, 
while  instructing  the  Natives  in  the  Chris- 
tian faiih,  of  teaching  them  the  occupa- 
tions of  eivilized  life — such  as  carpentry, 
blacksmith's  work,  and  other  useful  em- 
ployraentB— and  by  these  means  they  led 
the  Natives  much  more  easily  than  did  the 
simple  missionary,  who  confined  his  ope- 
rations exclusively  to  religious  teaching. 
It  was  unfortunate  that  in  Gambia  trade 
bad  been  falling  off.  While  the  number 
of  English  vessels  had  considerably  dimi- 
nished, there  bad  been  a  corresponding 
increase  among  the  French.  He  thought 
it  was  a  fit  subject  of  inquiry  as  to  whether 
our  system  of  govemmeot  had  or  had  not 
in  any  way  suppressed  the  energy  of  our 
merchants  in  trading  to  that  country. 
There  was  no  doubt  we  bad  on  the  coast 
of  Africa  enormous  resources,  capable  of 
supplying  this  country  with  raw  material 
for  our  manufactures.  He  believed  that 
last  year  we  imported  to  England  from 
Cape  Coast  Castle  fifty  tons  of  cotton  of 
a  superior  kind  to  most  of  the  Auatie  cot- 
ton. Therefore,  by  giving  fair  and  proper 
encouragement  to  the  trade,  we  should  no 
doubt  enable  them  to  increase  the  produce 
of  this  superior  article,  and  thus  to  com- 
pete with  slave-grown  cotton.  He  could 
only  further  express  a  hone  that  the  inquiry 
wonU  leftd  to  great  resaUafor  the  nwlerial 


and  moral  iniprorement  of  that  part  of 

Africa. 

Lord  STANLEY  :  The  noble  Lord  has 
improved  the  occasion  for  the  purpose  of 
advertizing  his  missionary  society.  I  do 
not  object  to  that,  for  if  the  accounts  we 
have  are  correct,  it  stands  in  considerable 
need  of  soma  such  support.  But  that  is 
not  my  reason  for  rising,  I  think  my 
right  bon.  Friend  (Mr.  Adderley)  has  done 
good  service  in  bringing  this  subject  before 
the  House  ;  and  I  do  not  at  all  regret  that 
that  other  and  larger  question,  the  African 
squadron,  is  not  at  least  in  form  made  port 
of  the  inquiry.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  pos- 
sible altogether  to  leave  that  oat  of  the 
question.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  possible 
to  go  into  one  part  of  the  sulneet,  of 
our  relations  with  the  West  Coast  of  A^ioa, 
without  dealing  also  with  the  rest.  But  it  is 
quite  large  enough  for  a  separate  investi- 
gation ;  and  as  we  have  borne  wiih  that 
remarkable  English  enterprise  for  so  many 
years,  we  may,  I  think,  very  well  endure 
it  for  some  time  longer.  For  my  own 
part,  I  do  not  wish  to  conceal  my  opinion 
tliat  if  the  people  of  this  country  knew 
what  has  been  and  what  is  the  waste,  I 
do  not  say  of  money  merely  but  of  what 
is  much  more  important,  valunble  lives  on 
that  coast,  that  African  squadron  would 
very  shortly  be  numbered  with  the  things 
of  the  past.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a 
year  or  even  a  month  that  passes  in  whioh 
the  service  on  that  coa^t  does  not  put 
an  end  to  some  life  among  our  officers, 
which,  measured  by  any  rational  stan- 
dard of  comparison,  is  worth  moro  than 
the  merely  animal  existence  of  a  whole 
African  tribe.  But  that  matter  may 
very  well  stand  over.  What  I  wish  to 
urge  on  the  right  boo.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Cardwell)  is  not  simply  tliat  he  should 
sanction  this  inquiry,  wbich  I  believe  he  is 
prepared  to  do,  but  to  allow  the  order  of 
reference  to  be  made  wide  enough  to  cover 
that  which  is  the  real  question  at  issue. 
If  we  are  merely  to  go  into  the  question 
of  civil  and  military  expenditure  to  sco 
whether  it  be  possible  to  keep  up  theso 
establishments  at  somewhat  less  cost  than 
we  incur  at  present,  that  is  altogether  an 
insignificant  matter.  The  real  question  is 
whether  there  are  not  some  at  least  among 
these  settlements  which  involve  us  in  great 
outlay  and  risk,  and  the  maintenance  of 
whicli  serres  no  useful  purpose.  When  I 
say  they  serve  no  useful  purpose,  I  mean 
that  they  do  not  answer  the  end  of  pro- 
moting ^our  Wadei^.bj«a^eQ(^ 
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nobody  imegiaes  that  ire  inorease  our  poli- 
tical influence  or  our  military  power  by 
retaining  them.  No  enemy  is  likely  to 
attack  our  aettlements  on  the  African  coast; 
and  if  he  did  be  would  soon  find  that  the 
attempt  brooffht  its  own  punishment,  he 
would  be  Uk^  to  lose  his  army  ^om 
disease  and  to  take  nothing  from  his 
eonquest.  And  as  to  Chat  other  point 
raised  by  the  noble  Lord  who  preceded 
me — that  which  I  may  eall  the  philan- 
thropic part  of  the  question — I  think  we 
are  io  that  respect  acting  in  some  degree 
under  a  delusion.  Whenever  that  matter 
is  ditcussedf  either  in  the  press,  in  this 
House,  or  at  public  meetings,  it  is  con- 
stantly assumed  that  in  some  way  or  other 
we  are  responsible  for  the  fortones  and 
dosUny  of  the  African  race.  Now  I  con- 
fess I  do  not  see  that  that  is  in  any  manner 
the  case.  I  can  quite  understand  how  an 
impression  of  that  kind  should  have  eiisted. 
The  feelings  of  this  country  thirty  years  ago 
may  well  be  excused.  Every  great  move- 
ment ^ves  rise  to  strong  feelings ;  and  it 
is  quite  natural  that  the  men  who  put  an 
end  to  the  slave  trade,  and  had  just  soo- 
eeeded  in  abolishing  slavery,  and  who  hod 
the  evils  of  those  two  systems  strongly 
impressed  upon  their  minds,  should  have 
felt  chat  some  reparation,  some  compensa- 
tion, was  due  to  those  whom  we  had  injured. 
But,  after  all,  we  must  look  at  the  case  as 
it  really  is.  The  slave  trade  was  not 
created  by  England  or  by  any  European 
ooaotry.  Ton  may  carry  back  its  exist- 
ence in  Africa,  I  believe,  to  a  period  ante- 
rior to  any  recorded  history.  We  do  not 
know  of  any  time  when  it  did  not  exist  in 
the  interior  of  Afriea.  Englishmen  found 
it  there  and  used  it ;  and  l  do  not  deny 
that  they  agg^vated  its  evils.  Bat  they 
did  not  mrieinate  it,  they  only  took  it  up  as 
it  stood.  And  now,  thirty  years  after  the 
extinction  of  slavery,  and  sixty  years  after 
the  legal  extinction  of  the  slave  trade,  I 
think  we  may  fairly  bold  that  whatever 
debt  we  owed  to  the  people  of  Africa  has 
b^  this  time  been  paid  off.  If  we  talk  of 
civilizing  the  Africans  I  am  afraid  we  had 
better  first  look  at  home.  We  have  not  to 
go  five  miles  from  the  place  in  which  we  are 
sitting  to  find  plenty  of  persons  who  stand 
as  much  in  need  of  eivilising  and  who  have 
as  little  done  for  them  as  the  negro.  There- 
fore,  Isay,weoughtto  view  this  simply  as  a 
matter  of  trade  ;  and  then  the  question  is 
Tery  mueh  narrowed.  We  have  only,  or  at 
least  m«nly,  to  consider  whether  the  trade 
that  is  carried  on  at  these  various  points 
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which  we  occupy  is  increasing  or  diminish- 
ing, and  whether  there  is  any  reason  to 
think  that  at  any  point  it  would  be  greater 
or  less  if  our  occupation  were  to  cease.  I 
have  looked  at  the  statistical  returns,  and 
although  the  returns  of  the  revenne  and 
those  oif  imp<nts  and  exports  do  not  pre- 
cisely agree  as  to  the  inferenee  which 
they  suggest,  and  although  there  may 
he  an  increase  of  trade  at  Sierra  Leone 
ond  the  Gambia  River,  yet  in  one  place 
at  least — at  the  Qold  Coast — there  is  a 
very  considerable  falling  off.  We  have 
to  ascertain  whether  that  falling  off  is 
likely  to  be  temporary  or  permanent ; 
we  shall  also  do  well  to  compare  the 
amount  of  trade  at  the  ports  occupied 
by  the  British  Government  with  the  im- 
mensely increased  trade  which  has  taken 
place  along  the  coast  generally ;  and 
upon  that  comparison  it  will  be  for  the 
Committee  to  express  its  opinion  as  to 
whether  the  English  occupation  has  really 
created  or  fostered  commerce.  As  to 
morality,  I  apprehend  that  there  is  no 
evidence  to  show  that,  at  Sierra  Leone  at 
least,  the  oldest,  the  longest  occupied,  and 
the  most  important  of  these  settlements, 
we  have  attained  any  great  success  in  that 
particular.  On  the  contrary,  it  might  be 
found  that  we  had  produced  a  race  the  most 
worthless  of  any  in  the  world.  One  word  only 
upon  the  question  of  the  expense  of  these 
settlements.  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  bear 
whatever  is  to  be  said  in  their  defence  ; 
and  it  may  be  stated  that,  as  far  as  civil 
government  goes,  they  cost  Tory  little,  and 
that  even  their  military  expenses  are  not 
very  considerable.  As  to  civil  govern- 
ment, I  would  point  out  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Imperial  forces,  which 
stand  in  a  difiSsrent  class,  these  are  the 
only  colonies  which  entail  on  us  any 
charge  whatever  for  their  civil  govern- 
ment, excepting,  perhaps,  one  or  two  of 
the  smaller  West  India  Islands.  With 
respect  to  military  expenditure,  in  the  first 
place  the  defence  of  these  establishments 
is  mainly  naval,  and  it  is  difficult  to  esti- 
mate what  is  the  porticular  amount  of  naval 
force  you  are  maintaining  on  the  coast 
for  that  special  object.  In  the  next 
place,  their  military  cost  is  not  to  be 
measured  by  the  extent  of  the  force  yon 
keep  up  there.  The  real  burden  is  the 
responsibility  yon  have  undertaken,  and 
the  limit  of  which  yen  do  not  know  and 
nobody  knows.  Beeollect  how  the  mat- 
ter stands.  Tou  cannot  aAiid  to  isend 
out  ks  gorernors^  'p^M^WU^^mty 
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in  these  coIoDies,  in  any  eense,  your  best 
men.  No  man  will  go  out  to  Africa  who 
eaa  find  emplojroont  elsewhere.  I  do  not 
speak  with  reference  to  the  present  ocou- 
pantB  of  tlieie  offiees— I  do  not  know  who 
thej  are ;  bat  jon  mast  take,  not  the 
men  whom  700  would  choose  for  such 
situations,  but  the  men  whom  you  can  get. 
Commnnication.  although  improred,  is  not 
TCry  frequent,  the  distance  is  considerable, 
and  iu  the  hands  of  these  men.  placed  there 
with  no  influence  brought  to  bear  upon 
them  such  as  a  large  Britisli  population 
can  always  bring  to  bear  on  those  who 
govern — m  the  hands  of  men  chosen  as  I 
have  mentioned,  surrounded  by  negroes, 
having  ererything  their  own  way  about 
them,  yon  are  compelled,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, to  leave  the  power  of  peace  and  war, 
and  an  anthority  the  exercise  of  which 
may  at  any  moment  involve  the  sacrifice 
of  thoDsands  of  lives  and  many  millions 
of  money.  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  in- 
ferred, from  what  I  haTo  said,  Uiat  I  am 
ready  to  commit  myself  at  mee  to  the 
abswnte  abandonment  of  these  posts.  But 
I  think  there  is  aprtmd  fade  case  made 
out  for  int^uiry  as  to  wbetber  they  are 
worth  retaining.  And  holding  that  opi- 
nion to  some  extent  with  regard  to  them 
all,  I  think  it  does  more  particularly  apply 
to  that  one  of  which  we  know  the  leaat, 
and  with  which  the  business  we  do  appears 
to  he  decreasing,  the  Gold  Coast,  where, 
in  a  country  extending  over  some  300  miles, 
joa  are  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  utterly 
sarage  and  warlike  tribes,  and  have  con- 
stituted yonrselves,  so  to  speak,  the  head 
of  a  ooDiedenoy  over  which  yon  hare  vei^ 
little  material  power.  That  settlement  is 
in  so  peeulisr  and  so  anomaloos  a  position 
that  I  think  it  might  deserre  to  be  made  a 
Bpecial  subject  of  inquiry. 

Hr.  CARDWBLL  :  I  have  Tcry  great 
pleasure  in  acceding  to  the  Motion  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite.  It  is  quite 
right  that  there  should  be  an  inquiry  into 
this  subject,  and  I  am  perfect!;  prepared 
to  answer  the  appeal  made  by  the  noble 
Lord  as  to  tho  order  of  reference,  and  to 
say  that  I  shall  not  seek  to  limit  the 
form  of  it.  It  appears  a  perfectly  fair 
subject  of  inquiry  how  far  these  settle- 
ments have  attained  the  ends  for  which  this 
country  instituted  and  mwntaincd  them. 
But  I  tmst,  I  may  say,  without  offence  to 
the  noble  Lord,  that  I  did  hear  with  some 
regret  the  exjHWsions  which  fell  from  the 
noble  liord  with  regard  both  to  mission* 
aries  and  the  efforts  which  this  ooontry 


has  made  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade.  I  hold  in  the  highest  esteem  the 
labours  of  those  men  who,  denying  them- 
selves the  comforts  and  happiness  of  home, 
leave  their  own  country  and  devote  them- 
selves to  spread  the  Gospel,  in  whieh  they 
sincerely  lwlieve,among  the  most  benighted 
and  miserable  inhabitants  of  any  portion  of 
the  Globe.  [Lord  Stahley  :  I  sud  nothing 
against  them.]  I  certainly  most  willingly 
retract  what  I  have  said  if  the  noble  Lord 
thinks  it  unjust,  because  I  sbould  sincerely 
welcome  his  accceasion  to  the  sentiments  I 
myself  entertain.  [Lord  Stahlbt  :  I  ex- 
pressed no  opinion  on  the  subject.]  The 
noble  Lord  certainly  said  the  noble  Lord 
behind  me  (Lord  Alfred  ChurcbiU)  had  ad- 
vertized his  missionary  society,  and  it  stood 
greatly  in  need  of  such  an  adverdxemeut. 
It  was  that  expression  that  led  me  to  make 
the  remark  I  did.  Now,  with  regard  to  the 
efforts  we  have  made  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  bade,  I  own  I  do  not  know  a 
nobler  or  a  brighter  page  in  the  history  of 
our  country,  following,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
upon  a  darker  or  more  discreditable  page 
than  that  which  begins  with  the  abolition 
of  the  African  slave  trade,  which  was  oon* 
summated  by  Lord  Derby  and  the  Govem> 
nient  of  1833  in  the  total  exUnction  of 
elaverjr  throughout  tbe  British  dominions, 
and  which  is  continued  in  tbe  efforts  we 
are  making  to  inculcate  on  other  countries, 
and  enforce  by  our  efforts  on  the  Coast 
of  Africa  the  removal  of  that  great,  that 
worst  of  all  the  curses,  that  have  ever 
afflicted  humanity.  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  noble  Lord  that  the  slave  trade  can  be 
traced  back  anterior  to  the  time  of  history, 
and  that  it  did  not  originate  with  the  Eu- 
ropean raoe.  I  believe  tiiat  the  slave  trade, 
of  which  we  all  speak  in  the  terms  of  hor- 
ror which  it  deserves,  was  instituted  ori- 
ginally between  the  Spanish  colonies  in 
America  and  tbe  Coast  of  Africa,  and  in  it 
unfortunately  Great  Britain  for  many  years 
bore  a  large  and  disgraceful  part.  I 
agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Adderley)  in  quoting  tbe  language  of  the 
King  of  Dahomey,  that  if  the  white  man 
had  not  been  there  to  buy  the  slave  the 
African  slave  trade  would  not  have  been 
carried  on  to  tbe  extent  it  has  been.  But, 
thus  fully  agreeing  in  tho  propriety  of  this 
inquiry,  and  not  at  all  disposed  to  limit  its 
scope  and  object,  I  must  say  I  regretted  to 
hear  one  portion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's Bpeeeh.  Knowing  as  he  did  that  we 
were  perfectly  prepared  to  8'*P***^2Jp^'T^, 
mittee,  it  was  not  n«wssa#3Fynr>Q^gtC 
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poM  lie  bad  io  viov  to  refer  in  terms 
of  reproach  to  those  holding  the  Gorem- 
ment  offices  on  that  coast.  When  about 
to  enter  on  an  inquirT  which  we  are  wil- 
ling ehonld  be  full,  nree,  and  aoarehlng, 
ve  had  better,  I  think,  go  into  that  in- 
quiry in  a  dispassionate  spirit,  not  haring 

Ereviouslj  condemned  those  who  are  to 
e  brought  before  it,  but  prepared  to 
henr  all  that  may  be  Mid  on  both  side*, 
and  reserve  our  ultimate  judgment  till 
we  know  what  eridence  will  be  brought 
before  us.  Now,  with  regard  to  Oorer- 
nor  Pine  of  the  Golden  Coast.  I  mnch 
rcjrret  the  remarks  that  have  been  made 
with  reference  to  him,  and  mnst  say 
when  the  hon.  Baronet  onposite  (Sir  John 
Hay)  brought  forward  nis  Motion  last 
year  it  was  not  as  a  personal  attack  on 
the  Governor.  On  the  contrary,  sueh 
an  attack  waa  pointedly  and  repeatedly 
disoli^nied,  I  am  not  now  going  to 
enter  into  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
called  a  second  Ashantee  war  with  him. 
I  will  not  enter  into  the  charges  broaght 
against  Mr.  Fine.  He  has  expressed  his 
desire  to  appear  in  this  country.  I  am 
giving  him  permission  to  do  so.  He  will 
have  the  opportunity  of  appearing  before 
the  Committee.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  have  the  opportunity  of  asking 
him  what  questions  he  likes,  and  Mr,  Floe 
will  have  the  opportunity  of  making  what 
answers  he  thinks  fit.  But  what  I  do 
wish  is  the  opportunity  of  making  on  his 
part  a  simple  explanation  with  regard  to  a 
matter  which  gne  him  great  pain  last  year, 
and  which  I  was  not  then  in  a  position  to 
explain.  There  was  an  impression  last 
year  that  he  left  the  Colony  in  the  BaUU- 
nojfce  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  without 
having  made  with  Colonel  Conran  the 
arrangements  oeeesssry  for  the  welfare  of 
his  troops.  That  statement  caused  him 
great  pain.  But  I  have  since  been 
informed  that  he  had  made  with  Colonel 
Conran  the  arrangements  necessary  for 
the  welfare  of  the  troops  before  he 
left  the  coast  in  the  RattUsnakt  for 
the  benefit  of  his  health,  and  I  must  say, 
whatever  judgment  we  may  form  of  his 
conduct  when  we  have  heard  his  evidence 
before  the  Committee.  I  feel  qaite  certain 
that  he  is  a  person  who  in  diffienlUes  would 
not  be  dispoaed  to  spare  himself  or  throw 
the  burden  on  others.  Having  said  that 
with  regard  to  the  inquiry  and  Governor 
Fine,  I  will  just  say  what  I  think  has  been 
the  object  of  these  settlements.  I  am  glad 
to  find  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  seems 


in  the  main  to  agree  with  me.  Certainly, 
the  object  is  not  eoloniaation.  Id  that 
olrmate,  under  those  circumstances,  no  man 
living  would  wish  to  see  the  Anglo-Saxon 
raoe  emigrate  and  settle  there.  Colonisa- 
tion, in  tne  proper  meaning  of  the  name, 
is  wholly  and  entirely  foreign  to  the  pur- 
poses of  those  settlements.  For  what,  then, 
were  they  intended  f  The  main  objects  were 
first  that  they  should  be  ancillary  to  our 
other  efforts  for  the  extinction  of  the  slave 
trade  and  its  attendant  cruelties,  next  that 
they  would  tend  to  the  prevention  of  those 
horrors  which  the  Committee  of  1842  and 
former  inquiries,  partly  now  forgotten, 
brought  to  light — I  mean  human  sacrifices 
and  various  other  abominations  which  pre- 
vailed on  the  const  of  Africa ;  and,  lastly, 
the  introduction  of  legitimate  trade.  These 
were  the  objects  which  the  country  had  in 
view  in  establishing  these  settiements. 
Now  it  is  for  the  Committee  to  inqnire, 
and  I  will  not  express  my  opinion  till  I 
have  heard  the  evidence,  how  fiir  these 
four  settlements  are  ancillsry  to,  and  do 
subserve  these  objects.  But  this  I  do  say, 
that  whereas  that  range  of  coast  from 
Gambia  on  the  north  to  Lagos  on  the 
south  was  the  great  nest  and  focus  of 
the  slave  trade,  it  is  now  almost  en- 
tirely free  from  the  slave  trade,  and  the 
squadron  is  enabled  to  eonfine  its  opera- 
tions to  a  few  points  where  the  slave  trade 
is  still  unfortunately  carried  on.  As  an 
instance  of  this  we  have  heard  that  for 
some  time  past  there  has  been  a  slaver 
waiting  at  whydah  to  take  off  a  cargo, 
but  so  dose,  vigilant,  and  effective  has 
been  the  guard  of  the  squadron  that  she 
has  not  been  aUe  to  leave.  This  Mnm 
the  ease.  I  Ihinlc  it  a  very  fair  subject  m 
inquiry;  and  I  shall  be  very  glad  that  it 
is  inquired  into  how  far  these  settlements 
do  and  how  far  they  do  not  promote  the 
objects  for  which  they  were  establiriied. 
The  remarks  I  have  to  add  will  be  fewj 
but  I  am  bound  to  say  when  I  go  on  to 
consider  the  <|ueBtion  in  detail  ute  same 
difficulties  which  struck  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  present  themselves  strongly  to 
my  mind.  It  appears  to  me  worthy  of  all 
serions  consideration  whether  if  you  bed 
one  object  or  policy  in  riew  it  was  wise 
to  have  four  separate  eatabllsbments.  En- 
tirely dissociated  from  one  another  in  Oo- 
vemment  and  a  total  atwenee  of  eommoni- 
cation  between  them,  might  they  not  lead 
to  four  separate  policies  where  there  ought 
only  to  have  been  one  f  Instead  of  the 
expense  of  four  Govenitnents,  Utey 
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not  be  uoiled  under  oae  administration, 
where  greater  economy  vonld  have  been 
introduced?  Woold  notfotirmilitarj forces, 
■epsratefrom  each  other,  naturolly  tend  to 
make  eaeh  governor  desirous  to  carry  his 
own  military  foree  to  the  maximum,  to  be 
prepared  for  all  emerffennei,  and  thna  pro- 
clnoing  a  eonalant  tenaenor  to  inerawe  the 
fintn  OB  tiie  coast  f  Wonld  not  having  four 
govemora  bo  likely  to  onoonrogo  the  re- 
enrreneo  of  four  diffienltiea  at  the  aame 
time,  whweas  nnder  one  governor  he  would 
temporiie  and  dispose  of  one  before  be  got 
into  another.    I  think  these  are  fair  and 
legitimate  objects  of  inquiry.  I  find,  in  point 
of  fact,  there  has  been  a  considerable  in- 
crease of  late  in  the  number  of  troops  kept 
on  the  coast,  and.  instead  of  that  increase  of 
force  having  satisfied  the  demand  for  force, 
the  demand  for  force  was  itill  increasing. 
It  appeared  that  if  the  foree,  which  con- 
sisted of  two  regiments,  were  retained,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  trouble  Parliament 
with  a  demand  for  money  to  ereet  build- 
ings for  their  recepUon,  the  present  build. 
inga  b«ng  insaffinent  for  the  purpose. 
That  was  a  point  upon  whieh  I  conld  not 
ddar  eomiDg  to  a  eonclnsion,  for  rithw 
the  buildings  must  be  provided,  or  at  the 
approaoh  of  the  next  rainy  season  the 
troops  must  be  removed.    The  conclusion 
to  whieh  my  noble  Friend  the  Secretary 
for  War  and  myself  came  was,  therefore, 
not  to  ask  the  House  pending  the  inquiry 
we  knew  would  take  place  for  an  increased 
Vote  for  buildings,  but  to  diminish  the ' 
force.     As  to  the  general  qnestion,  it 
seemed  to  me,  after  the  notice  that  was 
given  by  the  right  boo.  Gentleman  and  the 
weighty  opinion  expressed  by  the  noble 
Loni  opposite  and  others,  that  it  would  be 
nore  satisfactory  to  the  Hoose  and  the 
eonntiTt  that  thwe  shonld  be  an  inquiry 
than  that  the  lulgeot  should  be  dealt  with 
by  anticipation,  without  inquiry.    But  I 
have  another  atnng  reason  for  desiring  the 
assiataoee  of  a  Select  Committee.    This  is 
not  a  new  question.    The  establishment  of 
these  separate  settlements  in  their  present 
form— I  do  not  apeak  of  Lagos,  which 
was  a  recent  affair,  but  of  the  Gold  Coast 
and  Gambia— dates  from  an  inquiry  by  a 
Committee  of  this  House,  of  uunsual  au- 
thority— a  Committee  on  which  sat  Lord 
Derby,  then   Colonial  Secretary;  Lord 
Bnssd),  ex-Colonial  Secretary;  yon.  Sir, 
and  other  Uembers  of  influenee.    It  was 
on  timr  oxpress  reoommendation  that 
separate  govemnMnts  were  establi^ed. 
I  think,  Iberafore,  it  is  right  we  ahoBM 


now  hnvo  tlic  nulhority  of  a  freph  Commit' 
tee  and  further  evidenoe  in  order  to  decide 
what  should  be  done.    As  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  given  notice  of  his  Motion 
for  a  Committee  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
prepare  for  It  during  the  recess.    I  there- 
fore requested  General  Ord,  Governor  of 
Bermuda,  who  was  at  home  on  leave,  but 
was  willing  to  ondertake  the  dnty,  and 
baring  twice  before  folfilled  missions  to  the 
Coast  of  Africa  was  peeoliarly  fitted  for 
it,  to  visit  the  setdements  in  question.  He 
has  done  so.  and  has  retumea.   When  the 
Committee  meets  the  instruotions  under 
whieh  he  went  out  and  the  report  he  has 
made  will  be  the  first  documents  laid  be- 
fore it.    I  cannot  state  the  contents  of  that 
report,  as  I  have  not  yet  received  it.  But 
from  conversation  with  General  Ord,  I  un- 
derstand he  will  inform  the  Committee  that 
the  settlements  are  important  ancillaries 
for  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  in- 
tended, but  that  many  suggestions  may  be 
made  for  inoreaaing  their  efficieney  ond 
diminishing  their  expense.    It  is  entirely 
in  accordance  with  his  opinion  that  mj 
noble  Friend  the  Seoretary  fbr  War  and 
myself  have  taken,  or,  rather,  are  about 
to  take,  the  step  of  reduoine  the  force 
now  employed  on  the  Gola  Coast.  I 
have  thus  shown  the  views  the  Govern- 
ment entertain.     In  conclusion,  I  can 
only  say  that  I  shall  enter  upon  this  in- 
quiry with  the  greatest  willingness  and 
pleasure,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  the 
result  will  be  not  only  increased  eflSciency 
and  economy  in  such  settlements  as  you 
may  think  it  expedient  to  maintain  on  the 
Coast  of  Africa,  bat  I  also  earnestly  trust 
that  you  will  go  into  this  Committee  in  the 
spirit   in  which  I  understood  my  hon. 
Friend  has  moved  for  it — not  a  spirit  of 
desire  to  withdraw  from  the  noble  efforts 
to  suppress  the  slave  trade,  but  a  desire 
that  those  efforts  slmuld  be  real  and  effi- 
cient.   I  know  no  enterprise  more  noble 
in  whieh  this  eonnlry  has  ever  engaged, 
and,  looking  around  at  what  is  passing  in 
other  nations,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
this  is  not  the  moment  to  flinch  from  the 
task.    There  are  signs  of  promise  In  the 
sky,  and  there  is  on  earnest  desire  to 
abolish  this  infamous  traffic  amongst  civil- 
ised and  homaue  countries  such  as  has 
never  been  seen  since  the  day  when  Bog* 
land  herself  abolished  slavery. 
Motion  agretd  to. 

Select  Committee  appomUd.  *'  To  con- 
sider the  state  of  the  British  Bstablishments 
on  the  Western  Coasfc^ij^f^^s^OOgle 
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And  on  March  3,  Sdeet  Committee 
nomiMitod  M  foUowB: — 

Mr.  Cabdwsll,  Mr.  CKiontam  FoBnicm, 
Sir  FuKCH  Bauro,  Lord  Stavlit,  Mr.  Set- 
MOim  PiTMIBALD,  Sir  JoHR  HlT,  Mr.  BtrZTOR. 
Lord  ALPmu  CBinHHiLL,  Mr.  Abtbub  Mnxi, 
Mr.  Baxtib,  Mr.  WnxuM  Edwabd  FoRsitB. 
Mr.  Gbxgobt,  Mr.  Cbbbthim,  Mr.  Catx,  and 
Mr.  ArasBLBT :— Power  to  lead  fbr  pmoni,  p*- 
pm,  and  newdi ;  Five  to  bs  the  qoonm. 


BOROUGH  FRANCHISE  EXTENSION 
BIU..  [BiuSS.] 

IBATB.    FntSY  BBADDTS. 

Vs.  BAINES :  I  have  to  aric  the  per- 
miasion  of  the  Hoase  to  introduce  a  Bill 
for  the  pnrpose  of  extending  the  elective 
franchise  in  boroughs  in  England  and 
Wales.  As  I  underetand  that  this  Motion 
is  not  to  be  opposed,  I  shall  of  course 
follow  the  usual  ouatom  of  the  House  bj 
not  making  any  obBervations  upon  the 
merila  of  the  qneation  on  the  present 
occasion,  but  leave  those  remarks  to 
be  made  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill.  I  maj,  however,  state  that  mj  ob- 
ject is  to  give  a  moderate  and  yet  sub- 
atantial  and  valuable  extension  of  the 
franohiae  to  classes  who  constitute  the 
great  bulk  of  the  people,  and  who  are  now 
eotirelj  excluded  from  the  privilegea  of  the 
Conatitution.  I  propoao  to  do  thia  by  the 
iimpleat  of  aU  means,  and  in  a  manner 
that  has  been  proposed  in  ibis  House  on 
high  authority — namely,  by  lowering  the 
borough  franchise  from  an  oceopation  of 
£10  to  an  occupation  of  £6.  I  believe  I 
may,  without  provoking  disoussion  at  the 
present  lime,  ask  the  Government  and  the 
House  to  do  me  the  favour  of  giving  their 
consideration  to  one  important  question 
before  this  matter  is  diseussed— aropl;  and 
fairly,  as  I  hope  it  will  be,  on  the  second 
reading— and  that  is  this  : — This  is  the 
last  Session  of  the  preaeot  Parliament, 
and  it  ia  precisely  with  that  knowledge 
that  this  qneation  of  the  alteratiou  of  the 
frauehiae  ooght  to  he  diseuised  and  aettled. 
I  believe  they  will  find  there  are  many 
reasons  in  favour  of  this.  The  whole 
country  would  be  saved  the  trouble  and 
the  cost  of  one  general  election,  if  a  ques. 
tion  of  this  nature  were  settled  at  the  end 
instead  of  being  settied  at  the  bejpnoing  of 
a  Parliament.  If  we  have  a  great  ezten- 
•ion  of  the  franchise,  it  is  obvions  there 
most  be  a  dissolution  immediately,  in  order 
to  allow  the  now  voters  to  exercise  the 
friBohiae  to  which  Uiey  will  ha  entitled : 


and  having  regard  to  the  pnblio  intenat, 
having  regard  to  justice,  having  regard  to 
the  position  of  the  Government  and  tho 
Uembers  of  this  House,  I  appeal  to  yon 
to  consider  if,  in  this  present  Session  of 
Parliament,  it  might  not  be  the  most  wise 
as  well  as  the  moat  just  coarse  to  make  an 
extension  of  the  franchise  to  the  country, 

Mb.  ATRTON,  referring  to  the  absence 
of  the  Government  at  the  moment,  Mr. 
Brand  being  the  only  ofiScial  Member  pre- 
sent, swd,  it  was  due  to  the  country  to 
take  notice  of  the  condition  of  the  House 
on  this  ooeaaioD.  It  was  not,  perhaps,  to 
be  expected  that  hon.  Qentlemen  on  the 
other  side  should  gr«ce  Uie  House  with 
their  presence  at  that  time.  It  did  happen, 
indeed,  that  a  Member  of  the  lato  Admi- 
nistration (Ur.  Adderley)  was  present,  but 
that  was  due  to  the  accident  that  a  Motion 
in  which  be  was  interested  had  just  been 
disposed  of.  It  was  natural,  however,  that 
there  should  be  some  curiosity  to  learn  the 
views  of  the  Government  on  a  question  of 
such  importance.  Not  long  before,  there 
were  some  Uembers  of  the  Government 
present,  but  when  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Leeds  rose  they  all  fled  from 
the  Treasury  Bench,  as  if  they  were  going 
to  he  reminded  of  some  crime  they  had 
committed.  No  doubt  it  must  be  most 
painful  to  them  to  see  his  hon.  Friend 
introducing  this  question,  and  to  which  a 
few  years  ago  they  were  pledged,  and  to 
which  they  professed  to  attach  so  much 
importance,  that  they  thought  it  their  duty 
not  to  allow  the  present  Opposition  to  re- 
tain office  a  moment  after  the  beginning  of 
the  present  Parliament.  If  there  were 
any  Members  of  the  Govemmeot  in  or 
about  the  House  they  ought  to  be  in  their 
places ;  but  even  those  wbo  were  in  at- 
tendance carefully  avoided  the  Treasury 
Bench.  This  waa  a  curious  illustration  of 
the  way  in  which  the  Government  re- 
deemed the  solemn  pledge  on  which  they 
came  into  office.  The  present  atato  of  the 
House  was  a  most  distressing  condition  of 
things,  and  he  thought  it  ought  to  be 
known,  in  order  that  it  might  be  under* 
stood  throughout  the  country  what  were 
the  feelings  of  the  Qoveroment  on  the 
very  question  on  which  they  came  into 
office, 

Ub.  J.  J.  POWELL  obserred,  that  there 
were  man^  Members  deeply  interested  in 
this  question  who  were  not  present  because 
they  understood  there  was  to  be  no  debate. 
He  need  scarcely  remind  the4i<m>  Member 
for  the  Tower  Hiw^|MMi'»©g4(^« 
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Hoosd  and  not  on  the  6nt  routing  of  a 
Bill  that  the  GoTOrnment  and  other  Mem- 
bers discussed  the  principle  of  the  measure* 
and  declared  their  riews  concerniag  it. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  the  remarks  of 
the  boa.  Gentleman  were  uncalled  for.  At 
the  same  time,  he  trusted  to  hear  a  full 
statement  of  the  opinions  of  the  OoTom- 
ment  on  the  next  stage  of  the  Bill. 

Uh.  BAINE3  explained  that  it  was 
perfectly  understood  between  the  GoTorn- 
ment  and  himself  that  there  was  to  be  no 
diHuision  that  erening. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  extend  the  Bleotire  Franchise  in 
Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  hj  Hr.  Baines,  Ur.  Baz- 
i£T,  Ur.  SCHOLEFIBLD,  and  Ur.  Wiluau 
Edwaad  Forsteh. 

Bill  pruented,  and  read  1"  [Bill  32]. 

LIBEL  BILL.  [BulSS.] 
LEAVE.       FIRST  BEASINa. 

Sm  COLUAN  OXOGHLEN  moved 
for  leere  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
law  of  libel,  and  for  more  effectualtj  se- 
curing the  liberty  of  the  press.  The 
labjeet  of  legislation  upon  the  law  of  libel 
was  no  noTeItT  in  that  House.  In  the  last 
oenturj  a  BilC  known  as  Fox's  Act,  made 
a  great  obange  in  the  law  of  libel,  and 
introdooed  many  Taluable  improTements, 
From  that  time  down  to  the  year  1843, 
though  TariouB  attempts  for  the  purpose 
bad  been  made,  there  was  no  substantial 
change  in  the  law.  In  the  latter  year,  how- 
erer,  on  the  recommendation  of  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  nn  Act,  commonly 
known  as  Lord  Campbell's  Act,  was  passed, 
and  since  then  the  law  had  remained  unal- 
tered. He  (Sir  Colman  O'Loghleo)  did  not 
intend  to  alter  the  law  as  to  what  should 
be  held  to  be  a  libel,  but  to  introduce  snch 
alterations  in  it  as  would  conduce  to  the 
public  advantage  and  to  the  liberty  of  the 
press.  There  was  an  anomaly  in  the  pre- 
sent law,  differing  from,  as  it  did,  most 
other  remedies  for  wrongs  in  that  respect, 
that  the  person  complaining  of  libel  had 
the  power  either  of  resorting  to  a  criminal 
eonrt.  or  bringing  an  action  for  damages. 
Uany  persons  who  had  considered  the 
•nbjeot  had  recommended  that  the  power 
of  proceeding  in  a  criminal  court  should 
be  taken  away.  No  snob  power  existed  in 
Scotland.  He,  however,  was  not  prepared 
to  abolish  criminal  proceedings  tor  libel, 


but  he  tboa|[ht  they  ought  to  be  regulated, 
and  for  this  purpose  he  proposed  that 
no  indicLment  should  be  allowed  to  be 
sent  up  for  libel  without  the  consent  of 
the  Attorney  General  or  Solicitor  General. 
That  provision  would  prevent  the  power  of 
indictment  being  abused,  whilst  it  would 
not  take  away  what  he  considered  a  salu- 
tary provision  in  the  present  law.  He  also 
proposed  that  on  the  trial  of  an  indictment 
the  defendant  dionld  be  admissible  as  a 
witness.  These  were  the  two  principal 
changes  he  proposed  to  make  in  criminal 
proceedings  in  libel.  With  respect  to  civil 
proceedings  the  House  was  aware  that, 
according  to  the  presoDt  law,  newspaper 
proprietors  were  liable  for  any  defama- 
tory matter  appearing  in  a  report  of  a 
public  meeting,  the  person  uttering  such 
defamatory  language  being  neither  civilly 
nor  criminally  answerable.  That  was  a 
state  of  the  law  which  ought  no  longer  to 
exist.  If  a  man  came  deliberately  to  a 
publio  meeting,  knowing  that  reporters 
were  present,  and  there  purposely  made  a 
defamatory  speech  against  another  person, 
he  ought  to  be  considered  as  gnllty  of  a 
libel  as  if  he  had  written  and  published  what 
he  said,  and  the  after  publisher  of  it  ought 
not  to  be  responsible  for  the  defamatory 
language  used.  He  (Sir  Colman  O'Logh- 
len),  therefore,  proposed  that  if  a  person  at 
a  public  meeting  made  a  defamatory  speech 
agMUst  another  ho  should  be  criminally 
and  civilly  answerable  for  so  doing.  No 
action  should  be  brought  against  newspaper 
proprietors  for  publishing  such  a  speech, 
but  the  person  making  it  should  alone  be 
liable.  This  would  not  affect  the  privilege  of 
Parliament,  or  of  the  courts  of  juatice,  or  of 
any  bodies  to  which  the  privilege  as  to 
reports  extended.  It  was  impossible  for  re- 
porters at  public  meetings  always  to  decide 
what  was  or  was  not  defamatory  matter. 
They  sent  off  their  slips  with  the  greatest 
possible  baste,  and  they  were  printed  with 
the  same  haste,  and  be  bought  that  it  was 
monstrons  that  the  newspaper  proprietor 
should  be  liable  for  the  pnblioation  of  de- 
famatory matter  uttered  In  a  speech  at  a 
publie  meeting,  when  the  person  who  made 
the  speech  was  not  liable.  If  a  man  of 
straw  should  make  such  a  speech  ho  (Sir 
Colman  O'Loghlen)  would  enable  the  party 
libelled  to  proceed  criminally,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Attorney  General,  cither 
against  the  proprietor  of  the  newspaper  or 
against  the  party  who  made  the  speeob.  He 
also  proposed  to  make  another  alteration 
with  regard  to  what  ^^^^i^^^^^h 
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ft  ehftrgo  of  libel.  At  prment  the  troth  of 
a  )il»el  wai  the  only  or  at  least  the  chief 
defence  known  to  the  law,  hut  there  were 
oases  10  which  a  hond JIde  belief  in  the  troth 
of  a  Btatement  ought  to  be  a  defence,  pro* 
Tided  defamation  wat  not  intended;  snch  as 
}t  the  pohlioation  wai  for  the  public  benefit, 
and  he  had  prepared  a  daoae  to  that  effect. 
Aeeording  to  the  preaent  law,  newspaper 
projniators  were  lODjeot  to  most  Toxatioas 
aetion8|  and  everj  part  of  a  jastifieation 
mult  be  proved,  and  though  the  partj  did 
not  reeoTor  more  than  40f.,  each  partr  had 
to  pay  his  own  ooats.  He  proposed  that  if 
the  party  did  not  reeorer  more  Uian  20«., 
he  uoald  not  only  pay  his  own  ooata,  hot 
the  ooats  of  newspapers  against  which  the 
action  was  brought,  and  that  if  he  did  not 
leeoTor  more  than  40«,  be  should  not  be 
entitled  to  a  larger  amount  of  oosta. 

MoUon  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  of  LihtA,  and  for 
more  effeelnally  aeonring  the  liberty  of  the 
Press,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir 
CoLKAv  O'LooHLXM,  Ut.  LoKaFiBLD,  and 
Ur.  HxvsnasT. 

Bill  pMtMtad,  and  iwd  1"  [BiU  33]. 


BAiLirAT  oomTRVonoir  faodjtibb  act 

(1864)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Hr.  WauxsT,  Bill  to  repeal  to 
maeh  of  the  Aot  ttf  tin  tTenty-Mrmith  and 
twenty-eighth  jrears  of  Viotoria,  chafer  one  bwB< 
dred  and  twenty  ooe,  entiUed  "The  Railway 
ConstniotioD  Faoilitiei  Aot,  1864,"  ai  prennta 
the  Board  of  Trade  from  prooeediog  on  the  appli- 
oatioD  of  promoters  in  eaaea  where  any  Railway 
or  Oanal  Cmnpaiv  affeated  In  any  way  by  tlw 
propoeod  nndertakmg  may  lodge  notiee  of  oppori- 
don,  ordermi  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Waaiunr 
and  Mr.  M'Mahoh. 

BlUivwenlad;  and  lead  X*  [Bm  87], 

BANKEUPTOT  AND  IHSOLTENOT  (IRBLAKD) 

AOT  AlCENDUENT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Rowkt  Pxml,  Bill  to  amend 
"The  Irish  Bankrupt  and  IniolTent  Ao^  18fi7," 
vrdmd  to  he  broeght  In  Sir  Boaiat  Pan,  Hr. 
Miuna  Gnsoir,  au  Sir  Couuir  O'Loenuw. 

Waprmnttd,  and  xMd  10  [BiU  M], 

ZirD0STItIAL  BXHIBITIOira  BILL. 

Basolntion  muidmd  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Amo^— That  the  Chairman  be  directed  to 
more  the  House,  That  leave  be  giren  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  fcr  the  Proteotion  of  Inventions  and  DeaQnu 
nhibited  at  oartaU  ladaMrial  EiUUtioos  in  the 
United  Kinfdoiu. 

Ke«olntkm  rtp«rUd. 

BiU  ordertd  to  be  brcuht  ia  by  Mr.  DoHoa, 
Hr.  BfiuiiB  Oiuoif,and  }ir,  AnoanrGanaia. 
BUI  jvffmled,  and  read  1*  [BfllM]. 

Sir  Oehum  (yiegJIim 


OHDBOR  RATES  OOMXUTATIOH  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Ur.  Nbwsioatb,  Bill  kr  tbe 
oommutatioQ  of  Cbnreh  Ratea,  ordertd  to  be 
broogbt  in  by  Mr.  Niwdioatz  and  Lonl  R<mBX 

HOMTAOIT. 

mi  pmented^  and  read  1*  [BiU  85}. 

fionae  adjourned  at  a  miarter  befiwe 
Eleron  o'eloek. 


HOUSE   OF  00MM0K8, 
fTediMday,  Fthruartf  22,  1865. 

MINtTTES.]  — Public  Bnxj  — £«Mfu<»0M 
portsd  —  Courts  of  Jnetioe  Building  [DeBei- 
enoias,  Ac]  *  i  C<nnmon  Law  Courts  (f«s*)*. 

Ordered— Common  Law  Courts  (Fcm)*; 
AflSnnations  (Sootland)  *  r4H 

I  Reading  —  Court  of  (Jnuiaeix  (bnUnd) 
(No,  S)»[a8]. 

Sewnd  Reading— FtintiB  BUI  Costs  m;  Fe- 
lony and  Hiidomaanor  Evideoee  and  raetioe 
[31]. 

SeUet  Commttt*?— Prirale  BUI  Costs  app^»Ui 

{lAtt  of  UemAert). 
Contidered  OM  ammdtd—fAaX  BUI  Courts  Pro> 
oedure  (Ireland)  Aot  (1864)  Amsndment  •  [S9]. 

PRIVATE  BILL  COSTS  BILIr--(BaL  Y.} 
SEOOin)  BBADINa. 

Mr.  SCOURFIBLD.  in  moving  tbe 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  said,  that  ho 
had  introduced  it  in  eonieqnenoa  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  orer  wbidi  ho 
presided  last  year.  He  made  a  snggeaUon 
to  that  Committee  which  did  not  go  so  fisr 
as  to  recommend  the  immediate  introdoe- 
tion  of  a  Bill;  but  the  Committee,  at  the 
instance  of  Ifr.  Hassey — than  whom  ho 
ooold  name  no  higher  authority — agreed  to 
a  recommendation  that  a  Bill  should  be  in- 
troduced for  giring  eosts  in  eertain  eases. 
At  the  same  time,  it  was  right  that  ha 
should  state  that  he  was  thorooghlj  coo- 
rinced  of  tlie  juatiee  <^  the  measure,  id 
fsToor  of  which  there  was  a  great  weight 
of  authority.  In  1853  a  Committee,  which 
was  preaided  OTor  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
nan  now  Seoretary  of  State  for  Uie  Colo- 
nies (Ur.  Cardweil),  reeommended  "thai 
provisioD  ahonld  be  made  for  the  payment 
of  costs  in  oases  where  the  proceedioga  of 
any  party  shall  appear  to  bare  been  illn- 
Bory,  Toiatioas.  or  unwarrantable."  When- 
ever the  snhjeet  had  been  disonsied  tha 
prinoiple  had  been  admitted,  and  the  laat 
Committee  on  railway  mattera  had  nnani- 
monsly  reported  in  favoor  of  a  measare  of 
this  kind.  Laat  year  he  preaented  to  the 
Home  a  BiU,  onbi||s?3j>9f|>5(!JgP0'" 


«1m  the  nftine  of  the  Ute  Chuirman  of 
Oommittecft,  Hr.  Haasej;  bot  in  conse- 
qoenoe  of  the  lateness  of  the  period 
of  the  SoMion  at  which  it  was  iatro- 
daoed,  he  iru  induced  to  withdraw  it. 
He  wai  determined  that  no  each  objeetion 
should  exist  this  year,  and,  therefbrOt  he 
had  brought  in  this  Bill  at  the  very  com- 
meneement  of  the  Setsion.  There  was 
nme  differenee  of  opinion  as  to  the  lan- 
guage whteh  ihould  be  used  to  describe  the 
eases  in  whioh  ooata  ahoold  be  allowed. 
Besides  the  worda  **illaM»ry,"  "vexatious/* 
'*  nnwarrantab1e»"  it  was  suggested  that 
there  should  he  inbwloeed  soeh  words  as 
*' unfoQoded,"  "unsuitable,"  and  **un- 
neoessarj."  That  might  be  considered 
in  Committee.  He  did  not  care  what 
words  were  used  so  long  as  they  attained 
the  object  whioh  he  had  in  view,  which 
was  to  diaoourage  a  class  of  persons  who 
might  be  generally  described  as  people  who 
get  into  other  people's  way  merely  for  the 
sake  of  being  paid  te  get  out  of  it.  When 
peo^  got  into  your  way  on  the  pavement 
they  were  removed  by  the  police,  and  last 
year  the  hon.  Member  for  Derby  (Hr. 
Bms)  induced  the  House  to  pass  a  mea- 
sure for  tho  removal  of  persons  who  got 
in  the  way  of  others  by  the  performance 
of  nisie.  Now  whatever  mflRsrenee  of 
opinion  there  might  he  as  te  the  pleasnre 
to  be  derived  from  musical  performances 
in  the  streets,  there  could  be  none  as  to 
the  character  of  persons  who  got  in  the 
way  merely  for  the  sake  of  being  paid  to 

S;et  out  of  it.  In  the  first  instance  the 
eeling  of  the  Committee  was  in  favour  of 
giving  costs  only  to  the  opponents  of  Bills ; 
but  upon  further  eonsideration  they  thought 
that  the  Hooae  would  hardly  be  disposed 
to  agree  to  a  one  sided  measure,  and  that 
it  would  be  fair  to  give  costs  in  cases 
in  whieh  parties  had  opposed  Bills  upon 
what  might  be  omriderM  colonraUe  and 
Mse  grounds.  The  only  ease  in  which  he 
eovld  oone^re  a  Committee  would  give 
eoats  would  be  when  the  proeeednigs  were 
TOiatiouB  and  oolourable;  but  if  any  one 
came  forward  bond  fide  to  defend  his  rights, 
of  oourse  he  would  not  be  made  to  pay 
eosts.  The  wording  of  the  clause  was  a 
matter  of  d'ffculty  and  delioaey,  and  he 
would  be  glad  of  any  suggestions  in  Com- 
mittee on  that  pointt  but  what  he  intended 
was  substantially  to  prevent  unnecessary 
and  vexaMous  proposals  or  oppositions. 
Mb.  CRAWFORD  seconded  the  Motion. 
MoMd,  «*  Thftt  the  Bill  bo  now  read  2*." 
—{Mr,  ScomslUU.) 


Mk.  DBNMAN  said,  he  had  read  the 
Bill  carefully,  and  believed  it  would  be  a 
very  valuable  piece  of  legislation  so  far  as 
its  spirit  and  principle  were  concerned.  Ko 
one  eould  have  attended  these  Committees 
as  counsel,  or  sat  upon  them  as  a  Member 
of  the  House,  without  feeling  that  there 
was  a  vast  amount  of  unreasonable  and 
unnecessary  litigation.  But  the  Bill  as  it 
stood  was,  ho  thought,  a  little  too  largo  in 
its  terms,  as  it  gave  a  power  to  throw 
costs  upon  any  party  if  nnanooesafiil  i  but 
tnmt  of  sneoess  was  no  proof  either  of 
vexations  or  nnreosonablo  proeeedinga.  If 
the  hon.  Member  would  alter  the  words  so 
as  to  give  power  to  the  Committee  to  award 
costs  whenever  the  scheme  or  the  opposi- 
tion was  "  unreasonable  or  vexations  "  the 
Bill  would  then  really  meet  the  case  he 
supposed  the  hon.  Member  had  in  view. 
He  should  therefore  support  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  by  voting  for  the  second  read- 
ing ;  but  in  Committee  it  would,  he  thougbt^ 
be  desirable  to  alter  the  terms  ao  as  to 
define  more  aoenrately  what  was  meant. 

Mb.  PUGH  said,  that  the  Bill  was  an 
even-handed  measure  in  this  respect- 
that,  as  bad  been  stated  by  his  hon.  Friend 
who  introdneed  it*  it  dealt  equal  iostteo  to 
both  sides,  and  mulcted  eqnally  tnote  who 
improperiy  opposed  as  wul  as  those  who 
improperly  promoted  railway  projeeta.  But 
he  hoped  that,  in  any  legislation  that 
might  take  place,  care  would  he  taken 
not  to  throw  difficulties  in  the  way  of  those 
who  were  engaged  in  introducing  railways 
into  those  parts  of  the  country  that  stood  in 
great  need  of  them.  If  they  looked  at  a 
railway  map  they  would  observe  that  the 
heart  of  the  country  was  covered  wiUi  a 
network  of  railways,  while  other  parts  were 
still  comparatively  unprovided  with  them  { 
although,  as  had  been  truly  said,  nearljr 
X400,000,000  had  been  expended  in  rail- 
way eonstmetion.  Ho  would  instanee  that 
part  of  the  eonntty  with  which  he  ma 
most  eoBoeeted— Wales ;  also  a  great  part 
of  Devonshire,  Cornwall,  the  West  of  Ire- 
land, speaking  generally,  and  the  West 
of  Scotland.  There  the  railways  are  few 
and  far  between.  It  might  he  said  there 
was  a  reason  for  this ;  that  the  dietrioti 
to  whioh  he  had  alluded  were  less  popu- 
lous, less  wealthy,  and  more  distant  fr«m 
the  great  marts  of  commerce  and  maua- 
faotnras.  Bnt  if  that  were  so,  inasmoeh 
as  it  was  a  matter  of  pnblie  policy,  and 
of  great  importance,  that  every  part  of 
the  oonntnr  should  be  aeee^fe  by  rall- 
wayi,  so  that  tho  Hippies  ifW^gW 
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solidsted,  or  coiled  op,  it  would  be  wtee 
not  now  at  the  eleTenth  hour  to  increase 
the  difficulties  of  those  who.  bj  reason  of 
their  natural  position,  had  alraady  sufficient 
to  contend  with ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
would  be  well  to  give  them  every  assist- 
ance and  encouragement  on  all  occasions. 
He  said  this  particularly  with  reference  to 
that  part  of  the  country  to  which  he  be- 
longed, in  the  welfare  of  which  he  was 
especially  interested. 

Hb.  TORRENS  hoped  that  the  prin- 
oiple  of  the  Bill  introduced  by  the  boo. 
Hember  for  Haverfordwest  (Mr.  Seourfietd) 
would  be  favourably  received  by  the  House, 
and  would  be  passed  into  lair  with  any 
alterations  that  might  be  required.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  he  regretted  that  it  did 
not  go  further  and  contemplate  giving 
Committeee  power  to  award  coats  in  all 
Private  Bills.  He  would  take  ^at  oppor- 
tunity of  l^niiK  one  instance  ont  of  many 
of  hardship  inflicted  on  opponents  by^  pro- 
moters of  Private  Bills  other  than  Railway 
Bills.  Last  Session  a  Bill  was  introdncetl 
by  the  Belfast  Waterworks  Commissioners 
for  the  better  supply  of  water  to  that  town. 
This  water  was  to  be  taken  from  the 
streams  which  supplied  the  inhabitants  of 
Carrickfergus,  which  town  he  represented, 
with  water  for  agriculture,  manufacturing, 
and  domestic  purposes.  The  Bill  was  op- 
posed by  the  inhabitants  of  Carrickfergus, 
and  in  order  to  raise  the  money  necessary 
for  the  opposition  to  this  a  rate  was  levied 
on  the  inhaintants  and  a  considerable  ei- 
penditnre  was  incurred.  The  Bill  was 
withdrawn.  But  the  outlay  incurred  led 
to  no  good  \  for  again  this  Session  the 
people  of  Belfast  sought  hv  Private  Bill 
legislation  to  deprive  Carrickfergus  of  its 
supply  of  water,  and  a  similar  expense 
would  be  necessary  to  oppose  it  again. 
This  was  only  one  instance  of  what  was 
daily  occurring  during  the  Session,  and 
was  referred  to  to  show  that  great  hardship 
and  injustice  could  be  inflicted  by  promoters 
by  introducing  Bills  of  other  kinds  than 
Railway  Bills.  As  the  Bill  onder  considera- 
tion related  to  oosta  of  Private  Bills,  he 
hoped  it  would  not  be  out  of  place  to  ex- 
press surprise  that  those  Members  who  had 
to  deal  with  the  subject  did  not  take  the 
further  reduction  of  ooata  in  Private  Bill 
legislation  into  eonsideration.  He  held  in 
his  hand  a  printed  list  of  chargea  in  Pri- 
Tate  Bill  matters  under  the  Act  of  1847, 
and  to  show  how  easy  it  would  he  to 
reduce  expenditure  on  this  acconnt  be 
woold  refer,  among  others,  to  Uie  ebai;ge 

Mr.PugK 


for  petitions  of  opponents.  One  petition 
was  allowed  for  an  agent,  one  for  a 
solicitor,  and  three  for  counsel.  Taking 
tiiese  five  eopies  at  6d.  per  folio,  the 
authorized  charge  for  the  five  eopiea  of 
a  tolerably  long  petition  would  be  about 
j£4  16«.  But  if  a  petition  of  the  same 
number  of  words  were  printed,  twenty- 
five  copies  could  be  furnished  for  about  a 
guinea.  Printing  is  most  advantageously 
used  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  has 
greatly  reduced  expense.  Affidavits  and 
briefs  and  other  documents  in  that  Court 
are  now  printed.  He  trusted  that  those 
who  had  the  authority  to  do  bo  in  this 
House  would  more  foU^  introduce  printing 
in  Private  Bill  legislation.  By  so  doing  a 
very  great  saving  would  accrue  to  parties 
who  are  too  often  unwillingly  dragged 
before  Parliamentary  CommitteeB,  and  put 
to  enormous  expense. 

Mb.  BOBBUCK  said,  the  Bill  was  a 
very  admirable  uid  curious  apedmen  of 
British  legislation.  Under  its  preTisiona 
costs  might  be  given  at  the  discretion  of 
Committees  in  the  case  of  Railway  Bills  and 
none  others.  But  if  that  power  were  given 
to  Committees  on  railways,  why  not  give 
it  to  Committees  sitting  upon  all  Private 
Bills  ?  If  they  granted  the  power  in  the 
case  of  railways,  they  could  not  deny  that 
it  was  right  to  give  it  to  a  Committee  in- 
quiring with  reference  to  Water  Bills.  He 
suggested  this  consideration  to  the  Home 
Secretary,  in  order  that  they  might  not 
be  laughed  at  oot  of  doors  en  acconnt  of 
their  j^dltn^  and  inconsistent  lej^lation. 
When  the  Bill  came  into  Committee  he 
would  press  npon  lus  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Seourfield)  the  suhstttution  of  the  wwds 
*'  every  Private  Bill "  for  the  words  *'  ereir 
Railway  Bill." 

Mr.  RICHARD  HODGSON  said,  he 
also  was  of  opinion  that  the  measure  should 
be  extended  to  all  Private  Bills ;  but  he 
thought,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  mea- 
sure was  too  comprehensive,  and  that  somo 
limitation  should  be  put  on  the  power 
which  it  was  proposed  to  give  to  Commit- 
tees in  that  case.  He  could  soareely 
imagine  that  the  promoters  of  a  Bill  would 
enter  on  an  undertaking  which  was  abso- 
lutely unfounded  and  vexatioua ;  bnt  if  they 
should  press  a  Bill  which  had  been  ngected 
in  a  preceding  Session  he  would  give  the 
Committee,  if  thcty  should  be  unanimous, 
the  power  of  awarding  eoats.  In  the  eaae 
of  the  opposition  to  a  Bill  he  would  invest 
the  Committee  with  a  similar  power,  if  the 
oppoution  .hoald  he  rraewe^to^ 
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after  it  hftd  be«n  uuneeeasfiillj  proseented 

in  the  other. 

Mb.  MILNER  GIBSON  said,  be  did 
not  think  that  queatioo  of  coats  had  been 
carefully  considered  bj  anj  of  the  Com- 
mittees. The  Committee  of  1863  had 
taken  some  erideDOO  upon  the  subject ; 
but  on  that  eridence  they  had  not  thought 
fit  to  reeommend  anj  legislation,  and  tbej 
were,  on  the  whole,  adferae  to  the  adoption 
of  Bueh  a  step.  He  did  not  tfalnk  that  any 
auloff  J  could  be  draws  between  the  oases 
tried  Mfore  the  eommon  law  eonrts  and 
those  whieh  were  brought  before  B^lwa; 
Committees.  If  a  man  fatted  in  a  common 
law  court  he  must,  in  all  probability,  hare 
been  prosecuting  an  illegal  claim.  Besides, 
ererybody  knew  or  was  presumed  to  know 
the  laws  of  the  land.  That  was  a  state 
of  things  which  could  hardly  be  said  to 
prevail  In  the  caae  of  the  promotera  or  the 
opposera  of  a  Private  Bill.  Many  of  the  pro- 
jects for  which  the  aanctioo  of  Parliament 
was  demanded  must  at  first  have  appeared 
more  or  less  extravagant  or  illusory  ;  but, 
as  tbey  became  better  known,  and  as  the 
public  requirements  increased,  they  ulti- 
mately met  with  universal  approral.  The 
very  earliest  of  all  the  great  Railway  Bills, 
the  LiTerpooI  and  Manchester,  was  at  first 
thrown  out,  and  was  only  passed  on  a 
second  application  to  Parliament.  The 
London  and  Birmingham,  and  the  Great 
Kortheru  were  also  at  first  unsuccesBful, 
and  the  Grand  Junction  from  Birmingham 
to  Liverpool  and  Manchester  had  to  be 
brought  several  tiraea  before  Parliament. 
In  all  these  cases  it  would  be  manifestly 
unadvisable  that  these  promoters  should 
only  have  been  able  to  make  their  second 
application  for  a  Bill  with  the  fear  of  cost* 
before  their  eyes.  It  waa  also  proposed  by 
the  measure  that  the  opponent  of  a  Bill 
should  be  subjected  to  the  payment  of  costs 
if  bis  opposition  abonid  be  thought  un- 
founded and  rexatioos  ;  but  he  did  not  see 
why  a  landowner,  for  instance,  should  be 
liable  to  have  oosta  thrown  npon  him  if  he 
nnsucceaafully  opposed  a  acheme  which 
would  interfere  with  hia  property.  He 
thought  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Carmarthenshire  (Mr.  Pugh)  had  said 
some  very  reasonable  things  on  the  subject. 
He  said  we  must  take  care  not  to  throw 
unnecessary  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the 
progress  and  extension  of  railways  in  dis- 
tricts where  tbey  do  not  now  exist,  or  to 
prerent  the  undertaking  of  works  which 
were  for  the  poblic  benefit.  Those  Bills 
to  which  he  (Mr.  Uilner  Oibson)  had  re- 
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ferred,  whieh  had  been  thrown  out  at  first, 
but  which  were  carried  by  perseverance^ 
bad  conferred  great  and  unquestionable 
public  advantages.  After  the  expression 
of  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  House,  he  did 
not  think  it  would  become  him  to  oppose 
the  second  reading  (tf  tbe  Bill ;  but,  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  saw  no  objection,  he 
would  propose  that,  after  the  second  read- 
ing, the  Bill  be  referred  to  a  Select  Com* 
mittee. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  MILLS  was  of  opinion 
that  any  words  whieh  it  was  deemed  de- 
sirable to  insert  in  the  Bill  might  be 
adopted  in  Committee,  The  principal 
reason  which,  to  his  mind,  showed  the 
necessity  of  the  Bill  was  that  we  were  in  a 
position  in  which  Private  Bills*  Committees 
must  either  be  strengthened  or  abandoned 
altogether.  He  thought  they  needed  to 
be  strengthened,  and  therefore  he  proposed 
that  the  power  of  giving  costs  ahootd  be 
vested  in  the  Committees.  He  wished  to 
avoid  unneceasary  delay,  and  the  needless 
expenditure  of  the  time  of  Parliament,  and 
the  money  of  capitatiata.  At  present,  a 
Committee  was  powerleaa  to  stop  expendi- 
ture. If  a  Chairman  expostulated  with 
counsel  on  going  into  nnneoessary  detail, 
the  reply  was,  that  he  wai  the  best  judge 
of  bis  own  ease.  If  the  promoters  and 
opponents  of  a  Bill  knew  that  summary 
power  was  rested  in  the  Committee  to 
award  costs,  it  would  prevent  many  of  the 
evils  complained  of,  and  great  strength 
would  be  added  to  the  Committee,  He 
should  give  his  cordial  sopport  to  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  LOWE  said,  he  was  Tery  aorry 
that  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  should  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  throw  hia  personal  and 
official  weight  into  the  scale  against  the 
Bill,  for  bis  speeeh  waa  one  against  the 
Bill,  although,  in  deference  to  the  general 
opinion  of  the  House,  he  bad  coneluded  bis 
remarks  by  reoommending  that  it  should  be 
sent  to  a  Select  Committee.  It  had  been 
found  by  experience  in  all  conntries  tiiat  it 
was  expedient,  in  order  to  protect  the 
time  of  courts  and  also  the  time  and 
money  of  those  who  were  obliged  to  rindi- 
cate  their  rights  against  others,  to  visit 
the  unauccesaful  party,  under  certain  limi- 
tations, with  the  cost  of  the  proceedings. 
His  right  hon.  Friend,  however,  drew  a 
distinction  between  what  he  called  ques- 
tions of  law  and  matters  of  expediency, 
and  seemed  to  think  that  it^*w 
proper  that  the  nnauei^yite5^G^Pt 
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law  eonrti  ahould  be  fisited  with  eoBts. 
heeaau  ef erjbodj  knew  the  law,  while  it 
would  be  quite  wrong  to  impose  costs  when 
the  point  at  issue  was  one  of  ezpediencj, 
for  of  that  nobodj  ought  to  be  presumed 
to  be  a  judge.  Now.  he  entirely  differed 
from  the  view  taken  bjr  his  right  hon.  Friend 
in  that  respect.  A  man  was  verj  often  in 
eotire  ignorance  of  the  law  in  many  oasos 
in  which  he  had  to  paj  costs,  whereas 
Providence  had  given  as  all  more  or  less 
the  oapabilitj  of  arriving  at  some  right 
notion  upon  questions  of  pnblic  expedi- 
ency. There  was,  moreover,  another  fallacy 
in  the  argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, for  ne  had  spoken  of  courts  of  lav 
as  if  they  decided  nothing  but  questions  of 
hiw ;  whereas  it  was  the  application  of 
the  law  to  a  new  state  of  facts  which  rery 
frequently  cmstituted  their  great  diffieulty 
in  arriving  at  a  sound  oonelusion.  Indeed, 
in  nine  eases  out  of  ten  the  real  cootro- 
Tcrsy  in  our  eoorts  was  as  to  matters  of 
fact  rather  than  of  law,  and  he  could  not, 
therefore,  understand  the  distinction  which 
was  sought  to  be  drawn  between  proceed- 
ings taken  before  them,  and  those  insti- 
tuted before  Parliamentary  Committees. 
His  riffht  lion.  Friend,  be  might  add,  had 
argued  as  if  the  Bill  were  entirely  one- 
sided, and  as  if  the  costs  under  its  opera- 
tion would  always  fall  upon  the  eompaoies 
by  which  schemes  were  promoted ;  but  it 
uonld  be  borne  in  mind  that  if  the  pro»- 
peet  of  having  to  pay  ooata  was  caleukted 
to  defer  individuals  in  some  cases  from 
offering  a  veutious  opposition  to  a  Bill, 
a  umilar  prospect  might  also  prevent 
powerfiil  companies  from  improperly  prose- 
cuting private  persons.  Was  it  patting 
an  imaginary  case  to  ask  if  an  individual 
did  not  often  give  up  rights  which  he  bad 
successfully  defended  before  a  Parliament- 
ary Committee  rather  than  undergo  the  con- 
stant drain  on  bis  resources  consequent 
upon  being  called  upon  to  maintain  them 
year  after  year  ?  If  the  present  Bill  were 
passed,  it  would  place  the  individual  more 
on  a  level  with  a  company,  and  thus  sub- 
stantial justice  would,  so  far  as  lay  in  the 
power  of  the  House,  be  done  between  the 

Earties.  The  question  at  issue  was  one, 
e  thought,  which  eould  be  very  well  dis- 
posed «  by  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  and  he,  therefore,  hoped  the  Bill 
would  not  he  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, to  be  again  debated  when  it  came 
back,  but  that  his  right  hon.  Friend  would 
deem  it  to  be  bis  duty,  as  a  great  progres- 
sive Reformer,  not  lo  throw  dilBooltiM  in 


the  way  of  a  measure  the  obje^  of  which 
was  to  do  equal  justice  between  all  Her 
Miyesty'B  sumeota,  to  save  the  time  <rf 
tribunals  which  were  already  OTerfanrdenedf 
and  to  prevent  parsons  being  nnjoatly  ex- 
posed to  great  expense  as  the  result  of 
vexations  proceedings. 

LOBD  HOTHAU  said,  that  as  he  was 
a  Member  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  this  subject,  be  was  prepared 
to  avow  his  readiness  to  take  his  share 
of  the  responsibility  of  its  recommenda* 
tioua.  He  had  waited  with  anxiety  to 
hear  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  hut  he  \tm  astonished  to 
hear  several  things  which  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  had  uttered.  It  was  impossible 
that  any  one  who  bad  ever  sat  upon  me 
of  these  Committees,  or  who  had  attended 
as  a  Bpeetator  of  their  proceedings,  oould 
have  nuled  to  see  the  vices  of  the  present 
system.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr, 
Milner  Gibson)  said  that  the  same  measure 
was  often  brought  forward  three  or  four 
times  in  succession,  and  eventually  suc- 
ceeded ;  and  he  quoted  that  as  showing 
that  the  present  Bill  was  founded  on 
a  wrong  principle.  The  right  bon.  Qen- 
tleman also  referred  to  the  formation  of  the 
Manchester  and  Liverpool  Railway,  and 
other  railways  in  that  district,  and  to 
the  Committeea  before  which  their  merits 
were  canvassed;  but  that  waa  going  very 
far  back — to  a  time,  indeed,  when  some 
Members  of  the  present  House  were  not 
bom.  The  right  Imn.  Gentleman  seemed 
to  have  fDn^otten  that  at  the  time  to 
which  he  r^rred.  Committees  were  very 
differently  constituted.  At  that  time,  the 
Member  bringing  in  the  Bill  named  the 
Committee.  Any  other  Member  could  then 
move  that  "  all  who  come  shall  have 
voices,"  which  opened  the  Committee  to 
tho  Whole  House  ;  and  he  (Lord  Hotham) 
remembered  that  when  the  vote  on  the 
Preamble  of  one  of  the  Bills  to  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  referred  was  taken, 
between  fifty  and  sixty  Members  voted 
on  each  side.  That  was  a  time  when 
railways  were  in  their  infancy,  and  when 
no  one  knew  anything  about  them;  and 
therefore  ho  thought  that  if  the  right 
hou.  Oendeman  eonid  offer  no  better 
arguments  than  such  as  were  based  upon 
what  was  done  thirty  years  ago,  there 
did  not  seem  to  be  much  ground  for 
objecting  to  this  Bill.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  also  spoken  of  the  elasti- 
city of  the  present  system,  in  allowiiw  a 
Bill  to  be  broaght^fonrud(iBna^kar 
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eoDMenliTo  times.  Now,  he  would  give 
the  HoQW  en  ioitanee  of  how  that  elasti- 
mty  was  uied.  He  had  boon  infonned  hj  a 
geolleman  that  he  had  had  for  two  or  three 
years  followine  to  come  before  a  Commit- 
tee to  defend  bis  property  from  the  assaults 
of  a  certain  railway  company.  After  the 
Bill  wiB  once  more  rejected  be  was  met  in 
the  lobby  by  one  of  the  promoters  of  tbe 
Bill,  who  asked  him  what  was  tbe  use  of 
his  opposing  the  Bill,  and  how  hnig  he 
thought  he  oonld  stand  against  the  seven 
millions  of  the  company.  That  was  an 
eiample  of  tbe  elasticity  of  that  system 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  thought 
justified  parties  in  coming  year  after  year 
Wbre  Parliament  in  proseootiog  their 
•ehemes.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  also 
objected  to  giving  power  to  a  Committee 
to  deal  with  questions  of  law.  But  what 
more  important  questions  of  law  could  Iw 
dealt  with  than  those  which  came  before 
Election  Committees?  Fewer  was  given 
to  those  Committees  to  vote  that  tbe  op- 
position  to  the  petition,  or  that  the  petition 
itself  was  frivolous  and  vexatious,  and  that 
not  merely  by  an  unanimous  decision  of  the 
Committee  such  as  the  Bill  oootemplated, 
but  by  a  mere  majority  of  voices.  The 
hon.  Member  who  had  charge  of  this  Bill 
did  not  ask  for  so  much  as  that,  but  that 
tbe  decision  of  the  Committee  should  be 
unanimous;  so  tiiat  he  (Lord  Hotbam) 
thought  that  the  objection  of  the  right  hon. 
Ooiueman  with  regard  to  1^1  questions 
was  sufficiently  disposed  of.  The  Bill  had 
been  brought  forward  to  remedy  a  gene- 
ally  admitted  grievance,  and  be  thought 
that,  with  the  guarded  provision  oontoined 
in  the  Bill — namely,  the  unanimity  of  the 
Committee  to  tlirow  costs  on  either  party, 
the  House  ought  not  to  throw  any  objec- 
tion in  tfie  way  of  its  passiug.  The  pro- 
fessional knowledge  of  tbe  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Tiverton  had 
enabled  him  to  suggest  an  alteration  in  tbe 
wordiag  of  tbe  Bill,  which  he  (Lord  Ho- 
tbam) felt  sure  his  hon.  Friend  having 
charge  of  the  measure  would  gladly  adopt, 
seetuff  that  it  only  tended  to  carr^  out 
the  object  with  which  it  had  been  intro- 
duced. The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Sheffield  suggested  that 
the  provisions  of  the  measure  shmild  be  ap- 
plicable not  only  to  Railway  Bills  but  to  all 
Private  Bills.  He  (Lord  Hotbam),  as  at  pre- 
sent advised,  saw  no  reason  why  that  should 
not  be  done ;  but  that  was  a  question  for  tbe 
Committee,  and  not  for  the  House  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.   He  hoped  the 
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House  would  read  the  Bill  a  aeoond  time* 
and  when  in  Committee  it  would  be  enn- 
petent  for  any  hon-.  Member  to  move 
Amendments  with  reference  to  its  details. 
The  proposition  as  at  present  framed  seemed 
exceedingly  fair  and  reasonable;  be,  there- 
fore, saw  no  need  for  any  reference  to  a 
Select  Committee,  as  had  been  proposed, 
snd  which  would  look  rather  like  an  ex- 
cuse for  shelving  the  Bill.  At  the  same 
time,  if  the  feeling  of  tbe  House  were  in 
favour  of  such  a  reference  ho  should 
not  oppose  any  suggestion  made  with 
tbe  object  of  seooring  for  the  subject  the 
fullest  consideration. 

Mb.  HADFIELD  said,  he  did  not  ob- 
ject to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  but  thought 
its  clauses  required  grave  eoDsideratien. 
Proprietors  of  land  ran  snffisient  risks  al- 
ready, without  having  the  liability  to  pay 
costs  superadded. 

Sib  GEORGE  GREY  said,  the  Ques- 
tion before  the  House  was  whether  the 
Bill  should  be  read  a  second  time,  and 
to  tbat  there  did  not  seem  to  be  any 
opposition.  Tbe  House  would  then  have 
to  consider  whether  the  BUI  should  be 
sent  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  charge  of  the  Bill  would, 
after  the  second  reading  was  passed, 
have  an  opportunity  of  stating  whether 
be  consented  to  that  course  or  not.  It 
was  impossible  to  deny  that  there  might 
be  cases,  other  than  those  of  Railway 
Bills,  where  Committees  might  usefully 
award  eosts ;  then,  as  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Sheffield  hod  said, 
vhy  limit  tbat  power  to  Rwlway  Bills? 
Now,  tbat  was  a  question  that  might  be 
better  considered  in  a  Select  Committee 
than  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 
There  were  other  questions  also  to  be  con- 
sidered, and  he  was  struck  with  tbe  observa- 
tion of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Taunton  that  there  wore  cases  where 
tbe  original  promotion  of  or  opposition 
to  a  Bill  might  be  perfectly  hand  fidtt 
hot  where  tbe  proceedings  might  be  un- 
necessarily prolonged  by  the  examination 
of  witneas  after  witness.  In  such  eases 
if  tbe  power  of  giving  costs  were  sane* 
tioned,  it  ought  to  be  a  power  the  ezernse 
of  which  was  proportioned  to  the  eonduot 
of  tbe  parties ;  whereas,  aeeordio^  to 
the  present  proposal,  tiie  Committee 
were  either  to  give  the  entire  costs  or 
none  at  all.  Questions  such  as  these 
might  be  advantageously  considered  by 
a  Select  Committee,  which  was  not  aug- 
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woald  not  be  necessary  for  the  Comnaittee 
to  take  anj  evidence,  and  thetr  Report, 
therefore,  might  be  'agreed  npon  in  a  rerj 
few  days.  The  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lor^ 
Hotham)  bad  referred  to  Election  Commit- 
tees ;  but  tlie  cages  were  rery  rare  indeed, 
probably  not  more  than  one  in  100  or  200, 
where  Election  Committees  decided  that 
a  petition  waa  frirolous  or  Texations,  and 
that  costs  ought  consequently  to  be  given. 
It  deserved  oonsideration  whether  Com- 
mittees, under  the  proposed  system,  ought 
to  be  pledged  to  any  form  of  words  speci- 
fied in  an  Act  of  Parliament,  or  whether, 
if  npon  due  consideration  of  the  facts,  they 
arrived  at  a  conclusion  that  the  whole  or 
a  portion  of  the  costs  should  be  borne 
by  the  promoters  or  opponents,  they  should 
make  a  Special  Report  to  the  House  of 
the  grounds  for  their  decision.  These  and 
other  points,  be  believed,  could  best  be 
considered  in  Committee,  as  his  right  hon. 
Friend  (Hr.  Milner  Gibson)  had  suggested. 

Hotion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2°. 

Mowd,  That  the  Bill  be  committed  to 
a  Select  Committee. — {Mr.  Milner  Qihaon.) 

Mr.  SCOURFIBLD  said,  he  wished 
to  be  guided  in  this  matter  by  the  feeling 
of  the  House.  As  to  the  proposed  en- 
largement of  the  powers  of  the  Committee, 
he  could  only  say  that  he  for  one  had  no 
objection  to  it ;  but  in  framing  bis  Bill 
he  had  been  guided  by  a  desire  only  to 
ask  for  that  which  would  be  likely  to  re- 
ceive the  assent  of  the  House,  and,  more- 
over, by  the  feeling  that  as  the  Order  of 
Reference  to  the  Select  Committee  waa 
confined  to  Railway  Bills,  he  might  seem 
to  have  travelled  out  of  the  record  had 
he  suggested  any  wider  power  of  award- 
ing eosts.  He  did  not  think  the  measure 
could  he  eharged  with  anything  like  a 
tendency  to  cheek  railway  enterprise; 
but  railway  and  all  other  enterprises  ought 
to  be  conducted  in  accordance  with  prin- 
ciples of  justice.  He  trusted  the  Select 
Committee  to  whom  the  Bill  was  to  be 
referred  would  net  take  evidence,  because 
in  that  event  the  passing  of  the  Bill  must 
be  inde6nitely  postponed.  And  in  any 
cnse,  as  the  House  would  reserve  to  Itself 
the  privilege  of  debating  the  Bill  anew 
when  it  returned  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, nil  that  could  be  gained  by  the 
reference  was  a  slight  addition  of  autho- 
rity. Ho  thanked  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  (Mr.  Roebuck)  for  the  soggestion 
which  he  Itad  made,  aasared  him  it  ahonld 
have  hia  best  consideration,  ud  returned 
Sir  Gewgt  Qrejf 


his  acknowledgments  to  the  House  for 
the  favourable  consideration  which  they 
had  so  far  extended  to  the  mearare. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Select  Committee. 

And  on  February  24»  Select  Gouuiuttfle 
nominated  as  follows 

Mr.  SoouRnxLD,  Mr.  Hruns  Gmoir,  Lord 
HoTBAM,  Golooet  WtLfloir  Pattxit,  Mr.  Lowx. 
Mr.  RoiBnoK,  Mr.  Diinuif,  Mr.  PoaB,  Mr.  Guod, 
and  Mr.  Abihob  UnjA  : — Five  to  be  th«  qaorom. 

FElONT  AND  MISDEMEANOR  EVIDENCE 
AND  PRACTIOE  BILI^^Biu  SI.] 

sKooim  KEAsnte. 

Mb.  DENHAN,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  said,  that  it  consisted 
of  two  parts,  and  that  the  object  of  the 
first  part,  contained  in  clause  2,  was  the 
same  as  that  of  the  Bill  which  he  intro- 
duced on  the  subject  in  I860.  That  BHI 
passed  through  that  House,  and  had  re- 
ceived general  approval,  having  been  sup- 
ported by  the  preaent  Lord  Chancellor,  then 
one  of  the  Law  Officers  in  this  House, 
and  by  Lords  Brougham,  Campbell,  and 
Chelmsford  in  the  Honae  of  Lords ;  but 
had  been  dropp^  on  its  return  to  that 
House,  in  consequence  of  an  alteration 
which  had  been  introduced  in  its  progress 
through  the  other  House,  which  seemed  in- 
consistent with  its  spirit.  That  was  a  pro- 
viso that  it  should  be  discretionary  with 
the  judge  in  each  particular  case  whether 
to  allow  or  disallow  the  right  to  sum  up 
the  evidence.  The  object  of  this  part  of 
the  Bill  was  to  assimilate  the  practice  in 
criminal  cases  to  that  which  prevailed  in 
civil  cases  ;  and  to  allow  counsel,  whether 
for  the  prosecution  or  the  defence,  to  sum 
up  the  evidence.  Another  provision  of  the 
Bill  had  reference  to  the  discrediting  of 
witnesses  by  the  party  producing  them. 
The  elanse  would  not  allow  a  party  to  dis- 
credit hia  own  witness  by  general  evidence 
of  bad  character ;  but  enable  him,  under 
certain  circumstances,  to  offer  evidence  to 
prove  that  he  has  made  at  other  times  a 
statement  inconsistent  with  his  present  tes- 
timony. Proof  might  also  be  given  of  con- 
tradictory statements  of  adverse  witnesses 
under  the  same  circumstances  which  render 
such  statementa  admissible  in  civil  cases. 
There  was  also  a  provision  as  to  cross- 
examination  with  reference  to  a  previous 
statement  made  in  writing  or  reduced  to 
writing,  without  requiring  such  writing  in 
the  first  iniUuoe  to  b«  shown  to  .him. 
He  MW  DO 
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enst  between  eivU  ftod  criminal  easei  in 
that  reepeet.  The  next  proriuon  of  the 
Bill  was  one  making  a  certificate  of  a  eon- 
TtetioD  for  felony  or  misdemeanor,  evi- 
dence of  the  fact  that  a  witness  had  been 
BO  conrioted,  without  requiring  the  formal 
and  expensive  proof  now  required  in  crimi- 
nal cases.  He  proposed  that  it  should  no 
longer  be  necessary  to  call  the  attesting 
witnesses  to  prove  the  validity  of  any  in- 
strument to  uie ralidityof  iHiieli  attesta- 
tion is  not  requisite.  He  saw  no  reason 
why  the  erimmal  law  should  not  be  as- 
^milated  to  the  law  in  civil  proceedings 
in  this  respect.  He  also  proposed  to  per- 
mit a  dispated  writing  to  be  compared  by 
a  witness  or  by  the  jury  with  any  writing 

E roved  to  the  satiafaction  of  the  jadge  to 
a  genuine.  In  cases  of  forgery  tt  was  of 
the  otmost  importance  not  only  that  the 
opinions  of  experts  should  be  had  as 
to  the  character  of  the  writing,  but  that 
witnesses  and  the  jury  should  be  allowed 
to  see  and  compare  the  documents.  He 
once  happened  to  be  arbitrator  in  a  case 
in  which  he  had  to  decide  whether  a  certain 
handwriting  was  or  was  not  a  forgery.  It 
waa  said  to  be  the  handwriting  of  a  de- 
ceased bishop.  It  related  to  the  receipt 
of  a  sum  of  £2.000  said  to  have  been 
handed  to  htm  in  his  lifetime.  To  teat  the 
genuineness  of  the  alleged  receipt,  twenty- 
two  letters  written  by  the  bishop  were 
put  into  his  hand,  and  experts  gave  an 
opinion  that  the  handwriting  was  genuine. 
But  these  letters  had  been  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  party  who  got  up  the  receipt, 
and  he  had  an  opportunity  of  copying  them. 
On  the  other  side.  111  genuine  letters  were 
put  in,  and  the  result  of  a  careful  com- 
parison was  to  satisfy  him  beyond  all  pos- 
sibility of  doubt,  that  the  disputed  docu- 
ment was  not  genuine.  The  very  exaotness 
of  the  reaemblance  of  each  word  in  the 
disputed  docnment  to  the  same  word  in 
some  oue  or  other  of  the  twenty -two 

Seonine  documents  which  had  been  in  the 
efendant'a  possesstoa,  and  the  total  ab- 
Mnee  of  that  sort  of  resemblance  In  the 
111  to  which  he  had  had  no  access,  was 
next  to  eonelusive.  Yet,  had  a  profeention 
for  forgery  been  instituted,  as  the  law  now 
•tood,  no  such  comparison  could  have  been 
made.  In  a  case  tried  before  Baron 
Channell  at  the  last  Winter  Assizes,  though 
evidence  of  a  precisely  similar  character 
would  have  been  in  the  last  degree  im- 
portant in  determining  whether  particular 
checks  were  or  were  not  forgeries,  the 
learned  Judge  was  obliged  to  oireet  that 
VOU  CLXXVU.  [thxkd  amiB.] 


soeh  light  as  this  kind  of  evidence  might 
throw  upon  the  case  could  not  be  received. 
He  had  not  been  aware  when  framing  the 
Bill,  that  these  very  clauses  were  at  the 
present  moment  law  in  Ireland.  The  boo. 
and  learned  Member  for  Clare  (Sir  Colmau 
O'Loghlen)  had  drawn  his  attention  to  the 
19  &  20  VieLe.  102,  s.  25-30,  which 
contained  these  identical  provisions,  and 
the  Report  of  the  English  and  Irish  Law 
and  Chancery  Commission  of  1863  actually 
recommended  that  in  these  very  respects 
the  law  of  England  ahbuld  be  assimilated 
to  tiiat  of  the  sister  country.  The  only 
hesitation  whieb  he  felt  in  bringing  forward 
the  Bill  in  its  present  aluipe  was,  that  the 
proposition  as  to  summing  up  the  evidence 
was  virtually  embodied  in  the  measure 
brought  forward  by  the  hen.  and  learned 
Member  for  Bast  Suffolk.  On  carefully 
reading  over  both  the  Bills,  however,  he 
hod  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
better  to  leave  that  clause  in  the  present 
Bill,  inasmuch  as  he  observed  that  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  had  varied  the  language 
considerably;  and  with  a  view  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  measure  be  thought  it  better 
to  adhere  to  the  very  words  in  which  this 
House  and  the  House  of  Lords,  with  the 
exception  of  the  proviso  before  alluded  to, 
had  paased  the  same  measure  in  1860.  As 
to  the  rest  of  the  Bill  it  had  nothing  in 
common  with  Uiat  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
explained  that  the  wording  of  the  cUnses 
made  them  only  applicaUe  to  eases  of 
felony  and  misdemeanor,  but  that  he 
thought  it  convenient  to  adopt  the  pro- 
vision of  19  &  20  net.  c.  102,  s.  98, 
which  extended  the  evidence  clauses  of  this 
Bill  to  all  courts  and  all  oases,  and  he 
would  so  alter  the  wording  in  Committee 
as  to  carry  oat  that  view.  He  concluded 
by  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mowd,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2o.— 
{Mr.  Demnon.) 

Mb.  BOEBUCK  said,  this  Bill  afforded 
an  admirable  apecimen  of  Bnglish  legisla- 
tion. A  rule  had  been  estohlislied  in  civil 
cases  which  bis  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
desired  to  extond  to  criminal  cases  ;  but 
instead  of  saying,  in  so  many  words,  that 
all  the  rules  of  evidence  now  applicable  io 
civil  cases  should  in  future  be  applicable  to 
criminal  cases,  he  felt  it  necessary  to  re- 
peat every  one  of  the  clauses,  thereby 
moombering  the  statute-book  with  an  un- 
necessary mass  of  verbiage.  Hiq^  appealed 
to  the  right  hon.  O^s^ssw^  ^^feg+t 
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tarj  of  State,  whether  the  plan  he  had 
Bnggatod  vaa  not  the  shorteat,  the  most 
effiaotive,  and  eertunly  the  most  scientific 
V»  of  offiBctiog  the  alteration. 

Sn  GBORGB  ORBT  said,  that  hia 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney 
General,  if  present,  would  have  given  his 
assent  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
and  on  the  part  of  the  GoTeroment  he  (Sir 
George  Grey)  now  gave  that  assent.  He 
thought  it  would  prove  a  very  useful  mea- 
sure. With  the  exception  of  one  clause, 
which  was  different  in  its  wordtug,  he 
thought  the  auggestion  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member^  Sheffield  (If  r.  Roebuck) 
might  be  acted  npon  by  simply  deolariog 
that  the  enumerated  sections  of  the  Com- 
mon Law  Procedure  Act  should  apply  to 
criminal  cases  as  well. 

Ub.  LOWE  said,  it  struck  him  that  the 
BUggeition,  though  very  plausible,  could 
not  safdy  be  acted  upon.  One  of  the 
reanlts  would  be  that,  as  in  civil  suits,  all 
admissions  given  by  the  prisoner  under 
any  oiiffumstaooea  would  be  admissible 
aguoat  him. 

UotioD  agre4d  to ;  Bill  read  2o. 

On  Question,  "That  this  Bill  beeom> 
mitted," 

Mr.  DBNMAN  said,  that  the  sngges- 
Uon  that  had  been  thrown  out  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  fw  Sh^dd  had 
oeenrred  to  himself,  hut  he  had  reftrained 
from  taking  that  oonrse,  fearing  he  ihonld 
he  met  with  the  objeotion  that  it  was  a 
highly  inconvenient  mode  of  legislation  to 
pass  an  Act  of  Parliament  referring  to 
another  Act.  In  a  court,  or  elsewhere,  the 
other  Act  might  be  sent  for,  when  it  might 
be  found  not  to  contain  what  was  wanted, 
and  become  necessary  to  refer  back  to 
another  Act.  The  most  convenient  plan 
was  to  put  down  in  black  and  white  the 
alteration  that  it  was  intended  to  make, 
copying,  if  deurable,  the  clauses  from  the 
ezuting  Acta. 

Motion  agrMd  to;  Bill  commttfwi  for 

AF7IIUIATI0N8  (SOOTLAKD)  BIIX. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Eowabd  Cbadtciu),  Bill  to 
allow  Affirmationi  or  Declarations  to  be  made 
inatead  of  Oaths  in  all  Civil  and  Criminal  Fro- 
esedinga  in  SooUand,  mUred  to  be  bnrasbt  in  1^ 
Mr.  Enwaan  CucrtwD  and  Mr.  Dmuw. 

HoosB  a^joomed  at  a  qurter 
after  Two  <roloDk. 


HOTTSE  OF  LORDS, 
2W«%,  FAruary  23, 186£. 

HINUTE3J— PoBLio  Bills— fVrst  Reading 
Dublin  Intomational  Exhibition*  (ISOff)  (13)  ; 
Game  lioenoes  (Ireland)*  (11). 

DISTRESS  IN  THE  COTTON  MANUFAC 
TURINa  DISTRICTS— MR.  FABNALL. 
0BSSBTATI0M8. 

Eabl  FORTBSCUB  said,  that  when, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  cotton  famine 
in  Lancashire,  he  heard  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Famall  to  the  office  of  Spe- 
cial Commissioner  for  the  Lancashire  and 
Cbeabire  Districts,  which  practically  super- 
seded an  able  and  valuable  Inspector  who 
for  some  Ume  past  had  had  charge  of  the 
district,  he  very  much  regretted  it;  beoanse, 
during  the  two  yeara  he  had  the  honour  of 
holding  the  office  of  Parliamentary  Secre- 
tary to  the  Poor  Lav  Board,  the  omnion 
he  then  formed  from  eiperience  of  Uia 
manner  in  which  the  Inspectors  discharged 
their  duties  led  him  to  think  that  the 
pointment  of  Mr.  Famall  to  the  cotton 
famine  districts  was  by  no  means  a  desir- 
able choice,  particularly  as  the  officer  who 
had  been  snperseded  was  a  meritorious  and 
valuable  one.  And  his  worst  apprehensions 
were  confirmed  by  the  speeches  made  and 
the  tone  taken  by  Mr.  Famall  in  that  dis- 
trict. He,  however,  waa  rather  consoled 
by  the  reflection  that  the  scarcely  leu  im- 
portant metropolitan  district,  which  for 
some  time  had  been  under  Mr.  Famall's 
charge,  would  probably  be  placed  under 
some  one  else's  charge;  and  be  knew  from 
experience  that  it  was  neoeasarr  to  place 
the  metropolitan  district  under  the  charge 
of  a  man  possesung  soundness  of  judg- 
ment and  kindliness  of  feeling.  But  the 
case  which  recently  occurred  in  one  of  the 
parishes  within  one  of  the  metropolitan 
districts — he  woold  not  say  one  of  the 
workhouses— and  a  number  of  other  cases, 
ehowed  what  constant  care  and  vigilance 
was  required  from  an  Inspector  in  charge 
of  that  important  district.  He  observed 
the  other  day  that  Mr,  Famall  had  con- 
ducted an  investigation  into  the  case  of 
Timothy  Daly;  and  within  a  very  short 
time  of  Uiat  inquiry  he  observed,  from  r»* 
ports  in  the  newspi^wn  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  General  Committee  in  jLaneasliire, 
that  Mr.  Farnall  had  still  Tory  important 
functions  to  perform  in  connection  with 
the  diitreised  districts  in/^iuieuhins  and 
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Oheihirft.  He  wiabtd,  thmfere,  to  u& 
l^e  noble  Earl  the  President  of  the  Conn- 
oil,  to  whieh  of  those  distriotB  Mr.  Famsll 
was  at  present  attached  ?  or  whether  be 
was  performiDg  the  double  function  of  at- 
tending to  the  important  district  oF  the 
metropolis  and  dealing  with  the  eiceptional 
ciroomstanees  of  the  cotton  districts  ?  IF, 
as  be  fMred,  Mr.  Famall  was  a  pluralist, 
he  desired  to  ask  the  noble  Earl  what 
was  the  amount  oF  the  pay  and  allow* 
anees  made  t«  Mr.  Farnall  for  the  douUe 
dotj  whieh  he  had  vndertaken  to  per- 
form f 

Eabl  GRANVILLE  said,  he  should  be 
able  to  satisfy  their  Lordships  that  the 
noble  Earl's  anticipations  of  Mr,  Famall's 
position  were  qnite  inaconrate.  Their 
Jjordsfaips  would  all  remember  the  great 
alarm  wnich  was  created  by  the  calamity 
caused  by  the  failure  of  employment  in 
the  cotton  districts.  Mr.  Famall  wna  then 
selected  as  a  person  who,  from  his  manner 
and  knowledge  and  other  advantages,  was 
most  likely  to  be  useful  in  assisting  the 
local  aatborities  in  Lancashire.  He  was 
sent  down  there,  and  when  the  committee 
was  formed  the  corporation  of  Liverpool 
applied  to  the  President  of  the  Poor  Law 
Board  to  allow  Mr.  Farnall  to  be  appointed 
a  member  oF  it.  His  right  hon.  Friend  at 
first  hesitated,  but  afterwards  consented  to 
his  appointment;  and  the  noble  Earl  oppo- 
site (tne  Earl  of  Berby)  would  bear  him 
out  in  saying  that  Mr.  Famall  had  dia- 
chai^ed  his  duties  there  in  a  most  excellent 
manner.  The  committee  passed  a  vote  oF 
thanks  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  for 
the  appointment;  and  some  months  after- 
wards Colonel  Wilson  Fatten,  gave,  in  the 
House  oF  Commons,  the  strongest  evidence 
as  to  the  advantages  which  Mr.  Famall's 
serrices  bad  conferred  on  the  distressed 
districts.  Last  year  the  President  oF  the 
Poor  Law  Board  proposed  to  withdraw  Mr. 
Farnall;  and  again,  he  might  appeal  to  the 
noble  Earl  opposite  whether  he  did  not 
give  his  decided  opinion  that  it  was  unde- 
sirable to  withdraw  bim  at  that  time.  Be- 
fore that,  too.  there  had  been  a  question 
of  withdrawing  him,  and  Lord  Edward 
Howard,  who  had  taken  a  great  part  in 
the  relief  of  the  distress,  strongly  urged 
that  no  such  withdrawal  should  take  place. 
It  was,  however,  absolutely  settled  that 
Mr.  Famall  should  be  recalled  in  Septem- 
ber last,  when  the  distress  suddenly  in- 
creased, and  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
continue  his  services  for  a  time.  Latterly 
ho  had  only  been  down  into  the  district 


once  a  month,  and  at  Lady  Day  he  waa  to 
be  definitively  withdrawn.  The  President 
of  the  Poor  Law  Board  had  authorized 
him  to  state  that  be  never  knew  a  man 
better  fitted  for  the  duty,  or  more  anxious 
to  undertake  any  amount  of  work.  During 
the  last  two  years  he  bad  gone  through  an 
enormous  amount  of  work,  and,  through 
the  assistance  which  had  been  given  him 
by  his  colleagues,  no  part  of  the  metro- 
politan work  had  gone  into  arrear.  As  to 
his  remnneration,  Mr.  Faraall  had  reeeired 
absolutely  nothing  for  his  serriees  in  Lan- 
cashire, except  an  allowance  for  personal 
expenses  calculated  on  the  usual  Treasury 
scale  of  £1  per  day. 

Tub  Eahl  of  DERBY  said,  having  been 
appealed  to  by  the  noble  Earl  opposite,  he 
had  not  the  slightest  hesitation  m  stating 
that  the  services  of  Mr.  Farnall  in  Lancashire 
had  been  of  the  most  valuable  character 
during  the  whole  period  of  the  distress. 
The  assistance  of  the  Poor  Law  Board  had 
been  most  useful  to  the  various  local  com- 
mittees, for  the  accounts  kept  by  both 
parties  had  been  a  mutual  check  upon  each 
other,  and  it  had  materially  assisted  in 
administering  the  relief  in  the  satisfactory 
manner  it  bad  been.  He  regretted  to  hear 
that  it  had  been  definitively  settled  that  Mr. 
FaraalFs  serrices  were  to  cease  at  Lady 
Day  next.  He  hoped  with  the  commence- 
ment of  the  summer  the  labours  of  the 
execntive  committee,  if  not  terminated, 
would  be  suspended  probabW  in  the  early 
part  of  Ma^.  It  was,  therefore,  a  matter 
of  considerable  regret  to  find  that  tho  pub- 
lic services  of  Mr.  Farnall  in  Lancashire 
would  cease  six  weeks  before  that  time, 
and  the  executive  committee  lose  the 
benefit  of  Mr.  Famall's  assistance  for  that 
time.  The  suspension  of  the  committee's 
labours  would  be  of  the  character  oF  an 
experiment,  and  they  would  regret  during 
the  next  six  weeks  to  lose  the  benefit  of 
Mr.  Famall's  serrices.  It  was,  he  thought, 
desirable,  as  there  was  a  prospect  of  tho 
executive  committee  coming  to  the  end 
of  its  labours  at  the  beginning  or  middle 
of  May,  that  Mr.  Famall's  services  should 
be  conthued  to  the  close.  He  suggested 
that  the  President  of  the  Poor  Law  Board 
should  he  asked  to  continue  Mr.  Farnaira 
services  until  the  executive  eommittee 
had  terminated  their  labours. 
,  Earl  GRANVILLE  said,  the  sngges- 
Uon  of  the  noble  Barl  woold  no  doubt  be 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  President 
of  the  Poor  Law  Board. 
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NORTH  WEST  TERRITORT— BRITISH 
NORTH  AMERICA. 

QUB8TI0M, 

LoBD  WHARNCLIFFK,  io  Asking  Her 
Majesty's  GoTentmeat,  What  is  the  Posi- 
tion of  the  Question  of  the  BetAblishment 
of  a  CroiTD  Colony  in  the  North  Weat  Ter- 
ritorj  of  British  North  America,  and  when 
Bome  Report  thereon  will  be  made  to  the 
Honse,  Baid»  Uiat  before  he  pnt  the  Ques- 
tion to  the  noble  Earl  he  would  address  a 
few  remarks  on  the  growing  importance  of 
the  subject.  Some  fifteen  years  ago  he 
travelled  through  the  country,  and  might 
claim  therefore  to  hare  some  personal 
acquatntaoee  with  the  subject  he  was  about 
to  bring  under  their  Lordships'  notice. 
The  question  of  the  future  position  of  this 
large  tract  of  country,  tying  between  Up- 
per Canada  and  the  Rocky  Mountains,  was 
one  of  great  importance  at  this  moment, 
for  many  reasons.  Our  other  North  Ame- 
rican colonies  had  recoitly  taken  steps  for 
erecting  themselTes  into  a  great  Confede- 
ration, and  ve  must  therefore  assume  that 
the  tie  between  those  cdoniea  and  the 
mother  country  would  no  longer  be  so  close 
as  it  had  been.  Another  reason  why  it 
appeared  to  him  sensible  that  the  Question 
anontd  not  be  passed  over,  was  the  proba- 
bility of  a  dispute  arising  between  this 
country  and  the  Western  States  on  a  ques- 
tion of  frontier  and  population,  and  it  was 
desirable  that  ererything  should  be  done 
by  Her  Majesty's  Goreroment  which  should 
tend  to  prerent  such  a  collision.  The 
territory  was  of  sneh  a  character  as  to  be 
likely  to  become  a  most  important  colony. 
Captain  Pallisir  had  been  sent  oat  by  the 
GoToroment  to  report  upon  the  oenntry 
which  lies  between  the  western  boundary 
of  Canada  and  the  Rocky  Momitaini,  aud 
in  bis  Report  spoke  thus  of  the  Red  River 
Settlement — 

"  Th«  toil  ii  that  of  an  aooient  lake  bottom, 
ooaaiitinf  of  varioailj  raoportioned  miztares  of 
eUj,  loom,  and  msri,  wtUi  a  mnsrksUa  defioienc; 
of  saod.  It  is  oTerlaid  by  a  great  tUokneM  of 
TCgataUs  mould,  -nxjiaa  front  two  to  foar  or 
flro  feet  in  depth.  Tbe  chief  wealth  of  the  igri- 
oaltariet  woold  be  derlTed  from  the  rearing  of 
cattle,  large  qnaotitiei  of  Tery  Dotritioas  grauee 
aboondiog  everywhere,  togetber  with  hemp,  Sax, 
sad  hope,  which  grow  admuably." 

Of  the  lower  part  of  the  valley  of  the 
Aasineboine  he  said — 

'*Tbe  lower  paH  of  tbe  TaUey  of  the  Atuna* 
biriiWk  tat  SBTCBty  miles,  before  it  joins  Bed  River, 
aflbrds  land  of  sarpaising  riebness  and  ftvtility  to 
the  otaitoramantl  hnndnd  tbonssad  aerss." 


And  of  the  Tallej  of  the  Saskatehewan  be 
said — 

"There  are  often  to  be  fbond  areas  of  land  of 
floe  qaality,  while  tbe  whole  distanoe,  eometimas 
equal  to  thirty  miles  betwera  the  hUls  and  tbe 
river,  is  fine  graxiog  land,  and  as  it  all  liet  with- 
in tbe  limit  of  tbe  partially  wooded  belt  of  oonn- 
try,  there  are  '  bln&  *  that  irill  aflbrd  shelter  to 
Btock.  Tbe  rioboess  of  the  natural  putnre  in 
ouny  [daoes  on  tbe  prairies  of  the  second  levd 
along  tbe  North  Saakatohewao  and  its  tribBtaiy, 
BatUe  River,  can  hardly  be  exaggerated.  Its 
Tsloe  does  not  consist  in  its  being  tank  or  in 
great  qoantity,  bat  from  its  fine  quality,  oompria- 
ing  notritioos  ipeeies  of  grasses  and  carices,  aloog 
with  oataral  vetches  in  great  variety,  which  re- 
main throagbont  the  winter  soond,  juicy,  sad  flt 
for  tbe  noorishment  of  stock." 

It  was  hut  two  years  ago  that  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  had  transferred  their  rights 
to  another  Company  for  a  very  consider- 
able sum  of  money,  he  believed  £1,500,000. 
Tbe  administration  of  the  old  Hndaon'a 
Bay  Company,  no  doubt,  had  been  a  great 
obstacle  to  the  colonization  of  this  traet  of 
country,  on  aeeonnt  of  their  trading  en- 
tirely in  fura.  In  regard  to  that  large 
tract  of  country  two  methods  only  eonid 
possibly  be  pnrsned,  and  one  would  be 
right  and.tiie  other  wrong,  and  he  wonld 
first  refer  to  that  which  he  beliered  wonld 
be  tbe  wrong  one — namely,  a  proposal  to 
unite  that  enormous  territory  with  Canada ; 
but  the  right  course  to  follow  would  be  to 
erect  that  large  tract  of  country  into  a 
separate  eolony,  witli  a  jurisdiction  of  its 
own.  As  regarded  its  union  with  Canada, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  Montreal  was 
at  least  one  thousand  miles  from  tbe  fron- 
tier of  that  territory,  and,  therefore,  tiiere 
would  be  the  greatest  difficulty  in  inain> 
taining  a  good  system  of  government  at  so 
great  a  distanise  from  tiie  Ezecntire  officers. 
There  was  another  point  which  was  also 
one  of  considerable  importanee — namely, 
the  recent  proposed  federation  between  the 
different  North  American  edoniee— •  fede- 
ration framed  upon  the  basis  of  allowing 
due  representation  to  be  given  to  the  ' 
various  elements  composing  the  Confede- 
ration. He  believed  that  that  basis  waa 
that  a  certain  number  of  representatives 
should  be  given  to  Lower  Canada,  in  such 
a  manner  that  at  no  time  should  there  be 
any  preponderance  on  tbe  part  of  the  Pro- 
testant and  more  active  eommonities  of 
Upper  Canada,  to  the  diaadrantage  of 
Lower  Canada.  In  connection  with  that 
point  he  would  quote  the  remark  of  a  gen- 
tieman  who  was  well  aequainted  with  that 
country  and  with  the  feefinga  td  its  in- 
halntanta,  io  nfintnoe  tO/Ae  erei^n  of 
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this  large  tract  of  country  into  a  colonj  tii 
coDDeotion  with  Canada.  That  gentleman 
■ud— 

''SiMh  aBMunre  would  crfooorM  enable 
Osoada  to  rule  over  and  dettnqr  the  indiTidnali- 
ntioa  of  Lower  Caiuda.  Therefore  it  wu  thai 
•11  Frenoh-tpeaking  Canadians,  and  a  lai^  nam* 
ber  of  the  most  lo7al  people  in  both  seotions  of 
the  province,  opposed  a  eha&ge  leHdlng  ineritabl^ 
to  uoivenal  au&ase  and  the  extinction  of  the 
political  inflnenoe  of  an  ednoated  minority.  Now, 
u  the  Hndson'i  Bay  territory  were  added  to  Up- 
per Canada,  that  portion  of  the  provinoe  would 
overbear  tbe  remMnder,  and  w3l  tbe  old  oonteila 
of  race  and  lannue  would  bo  rerived,  even,  per^ 
luqM,  to  the  ma  of  tMl  war." 

Such  was  the  statement  of  Mr.  Watkin, 
who  from  his  connection  with  the  Grand 
Tmnk  Ratlwsjr  of  Canada,  and  several  years' 
residence  in  the  country,  was  well  quali- 
fied to  speak  upon  the  suhject.  Looking 
to  both  of  these  points*  the  distance  from 
Uontreal,  and  the  disturbance  it  wonld 
create  in  the  balance  of  the  constitution  of 
British  North  America,  he  (Lc^d  Wliarn- 
eliffe)  eonld  not  bot  nguA  m  proposal  to 
make  the  tenitoiy  a  edony  dependent 
apon  Canada  an  unwise  one.  His  decided 
opinion,  theref(H«,  was  that  diis  large 
tract  of  country*  capable  «(  vast  improTe- 
ment,  should  be  erected  into  a  separate 
colony.  One  of  the  most  important  points 
eonneoted  with  that  plan  was  to  be  found 
in  tbe  fact  that  it  was  across  that  tract  of 
country  that  a  telegraph  line  eould  he  most 
conreniently  run  nvm  Lake  Saperior  to 
the  Pacific.  The  facility  and  Uie  profitable 
nature  of  snch  an  enterprise  oould  be 
imagined  from  the  fact  that  the  line  from 
St.  Louis  to  San  Francisco  cost  only  £26 
per  mile,  and  the  whole  cost  of  construc- 
tion was  repaid  in  one  year.  The  distance 
from  British  Columbia  to  Ijake  Superior 
vas  not  ao  great  as  m  the  instanee  he  had 
giTon,  and  if  telegraphie  eommnnieatien 
were  established,  it  wouhl  be  of  the  greatest 
adrantage  to  this  country,  and  would  also 
prove  a  souroe  of  considerable  profit  to  those 
by  whom  it  was  carried  out.  At  the  present 
time  the  Russian  Qovemment  had  organized 
telegraphic  communication  from  the  River 
Amoor  to  St.  Petersburg,  and  were  pre- 
paring to  cross  Behring  s  Straits,  having 
asked  permission  to  run  the  line  through 
British  Columbia,  whence  they  proposed 
carrying  it  to  San  Francisco.    It  was 

?uite  evident  that  the  line  he  had  suggested 
rom  Lake  Superior  to  the  Pacific  would 
be  a  much  more  practicable  one,  and  would 
have  the  advantage  of  being  under  the 
coatrol  of  the  Bri^  GoTerameDt.  Aihe 


bod  already  stated,  it  was  most  desirable 
to  avoid  all  chance  of  collision  or  complica- 
tion with  the  American  Govommeot.  At 
present  it  appeared  that  there  was  a  large 
number  of  refugees  frnn  the  Northern 
States,  who  had  erossed  the  fivntier,  some 
being  desiroos  of  aroiding  taxation,  others 
seeking  to  evade  eonseriptlon,  and  another 
class  of  persons  who  were  attracted  by  tlio 
discoveries  of  gold  upon  the  eastern  slopes 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  He  had  had  sent 
to  him  a  pamphlet  written  by  Mr.  Watkin, 
which  contained  the  report  of  Mr.  Bridges 
of  those  gold  discoveries.  That  report 
stated — 

"  There  is  no  doabt  whatever  of  this  gold  hav- 
ing been  washed  from  the  sand  In  the  Saskatche- 
wan, and  there  appears  to  be  no  donbt  whatever, 
that  in  the  rivers  which  take  tbeir  rise  in  the 
mountains,  gold  will  be  foond,  and  that  the  whole 
slope  of  tbe  Rooky  Mountains,  on  both  sides,  will 
be  found  to  be  prodootiTe  gold  mines.  It  appears, 
among  parties  interested,  to  be  tbe  settled  oj^nion 
that  gold  exists  ;  and  M'Kay  told  me  that,  until 
this  year,  for  several  years  there  had  been  parties, 
numbering  upwards  of  100  each  spring,  who 
hare  come  to  Fort  Garry,  and  getting  gaidee 
there,  have  ^one  aoross  the  country  to  tbe  Rocky 
Mountains  in  seamb  of  gold.  There  were  none 
this  year  owing  to  the  Indian  war  in  lUnoesota. 
Governor  Dallas  says  that  last  year  upwards  of 
300  persons  went  across.  Tbe  settlement  round 
Fort  Garry  is  said  to  be  increasing,  by  an  influx 
of  Canadians,  Englishmen,  Sootcbmen,  and  Ame- 
ricans. It  is  expected  that  a  good  many  of  tbe 
settlers  will  proeaed  ttom  Fort  Qmaj  next  year  to 
the  Rooky  Moontalns  in  seanb  of  gold.** 

The  Question  which  be  had  brought  before 
the  House  was  one  of  great  importance, 
involving,  as  it  did,  not  only  the  well-being 
of  this  country  in  case  of  any  collision,  but 
also  tbe  retention  to  the  British  Crown  of 
one  of  the  greatest  inheritanoes  of  which 
Her  Majesty  was  in  possession.  To  earry 
out  snch  a  plan  as  he  tngj|eited,  there 
might  be  some  expense  to  maintdn  a  sepa- 
rate jurisdiction ;  but  if  we  sent  out  a 
Governor,  and  gave  him  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  officials  conversant  with  the  country* 
who  would  keep  him  informed  of  all  that 
was  going  on  in  the  country,  and  also  give 
him  a  sufficient  number  of  properly  edu- 
cated military  men,  non  -  commissioned 
officers,  for  ihe  purpose  of  training  the 
half-breeds  who  inhabit  that  country,  and 
who  were  warmly  attached  to  tbe  British 
Grown,  no  other  defence  eould  be  required 
there.  He  hoped  their  Lordships  wonld 
excuse  him  for  trespassing  upon  tbeir  no- 
tice at  such  length,  but  the  subject  was 
of  great  importance,  and  he  desired  to  ask 
of  Her  U^eaty's  Oovemment Jifhat  is  the 
Foaition  of  tbe  QneilifjPzSf  d^ae^g^^BK 
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taent  of  a  Crown  Colony  in  the  North 
West  Territory  of  Briti&h  North  Ame- 
rica ;  and  when  ■ome  Report  thereon  will 
be  made  to  the  House  ? 

Eabl  GRANVILLE  :  I  can  assnre 
the  ooUe  Lord  that  he  need  not  apologise 
for  haring  introduced  this  aubject,  or  for 
the  atatoment  which  he  has  made.  The 
nohle  Lord,  from  hia  favTeU  ia  the  country 
to  which  he  refers,  and  the  interest  he  has 
taken  in  it,  has  made  himwlf  completely 
master  of  tho  snbjeot.  I  am  i^raid,  how- 
OTer,  that  my  answer  will  not  he  in  all 
respects  satiafaotory  to  the  noble  Lord. 
There  is  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  troth  of 
the  noble  Lord's  statement  as  to  the  im 
portance  of  some  arrangement  being  made 
m  respect  to  these  territories.  After  the 
Committee  of  the  Houae  of  Commons, 
which  sat  in  1857.  there  was  a  correspon- 
dence with  Canada  on  that  subject.  In 
1863.  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  them- 
leUes  submitted  to  the  QoTemment  the 
importance  of  establishing  a  settled  boun- 
dary between  thetr  territory  and  Canada, 
and  they  made  a  proposal  for  that  end. 
The  proposal,  howerer,  inToUecl  an  enor- 
motts  chaive  upon  the  Treasury  at  home, 
and,  there»)re,  it  was  not  a  proposal  which 
Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  thought  them- 
aeWes  justiSed  in  submitting  to  Parliament. 
Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  afterwards 
made  a  eonnter  proposal,  by  which  an 
indemnity  to  the  Company  should  be 
obtained,  not  by  imposing  any  positive 
charge  upon  the  Treasury,  but  by  the 
sale  of  lands  in  the  territory  ceded.  That 
plan,  however,  was  declined  by  tho  Hod- 
son's  Bay  Company.  While  those  negotia- 
tions were  pending,  application  was  made 
to  die  Canadian  Government  to  join  in  the 
arrangement,  hut  they  did  not  choose  to 
do  so.  More  recently,  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  has  made  another  proposal  to  the 
Colonial  Office,  and  that  proposal  the 
Secretary  of  State  has  sent  to  Canada, 
urging  upon  the  Qovomment  there  to  take 
part  in  settling  the  boundary  between  their 
own  territories  aad  those  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  and  suggesUog  to  the 
Canadian  Government  to  make  some  pro- 
posal of  their  own.  No  answer  has  yet 
been  reoeiTed  to  this  communication,  hut, 
I  think,  notwithstanding  what  the  noble 
liord  has  said,  that  in  the  present  state  of 
the  negotiations  for  a  confederation  of  the 
different  oolonies  of  North  America,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  Her  Majesty's 
Goremment  to  advise  the  ostabliriimeot  of 
a  purely  separate  juriidiotion  by  the  eroo' 
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tion  of  the  territory  referred  to  by  the  noUe 
Lord  into  a  Crown  colony. 

The  Eabl  of  SHAFTESBURY  ten- 
dered his  thanks  to  the  noble  Lord  f<»- 
bringiog  forward  this  most  interesting  and 
important  question,  and  hoped  that  H» 
Majesty's  Government  would  give  doe 
attention  to  his  statements.  He  siocerelpr 
hoped  that  the  younger  Members  of  their 
Lordships'  House  would  follow  the  example 
of  the  noble  Lord,  who  had  introdoeed  Ais 
subject  to  Uieir  Lordships'  in  so  able  a 
manner,  and  more  frequently  take  part  m 
their  discussions.  If  they  did  so,  tiM 
would  greatly  add  to  the  credit  and  effi- 
ciency of  that  House  of  Parliament. 

The  Eabl  op  AIRLIE  said,  that  much 
of  the  territory  referred  to  by  the  noble 
Lord  was  very  fertile,  and  capable  of  sup- 
porting a  targe  population  ;  but  it  vras  not 
at  all  surprising  that  the  development  of 
the  country  should  not  make  any  very 
great  progress  while  it  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  Company.  He  would  gladly  welcome 
any  proposal  wbieh  would  have  the  eflfect 
of  drawing  a  line  between  Canada  and  the 
North  Western  territory  and  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  and  also  that  the 
land  should  be  thrown  open  as  far  aa  poo* 
siUe  to  settlers,  and  encouragement  given 
to  emigration.  Before,  however,  acceding 
to  the  proposed  formation  of  the  Crown 
colony,  the  Government  ought  seriously  to 
oonaiUer  the  obligations  which  they  would 
be  undertaking.  Such  a  course  would 
entail  not  only  expense  upon  this  conntiy, 
but  would  pledge  as  to  the  defence  of  the 
colony  in  case  of  war ;  but  that  defence 
would  be  found  exceedingly  difficult  from 
its  isolated  position.  Before  we  incurred 
the  responsibility  of  erecting  a  colony  in 
that  part  of  the  world,  we  onght  to  tako 
great  eare  not  to  fen^eet  the  honour  of  the 
oonntry  to  engagementa  which  it  might  be 
found  difficult,  iS  not  impoeaible,  to  fnWI. 

Houae  adioumed  st  a  qnartfir  before 
Six  o'clock,  tin  To-momw, 
half  past  Ten  o'clock. 

HOUSE  OF  COMUONS, 
Hmtdajft  Filbrwuy  38,  1665. 

MINUTES.}— SiLicT  CoiauTTKU— On  Contro- 
verted Eleotioni.  nominaied  ;  Litt  of  Cmwn<C- 
<M;  Courts  of  Jnatice  Coneentration  (Sita) 
[ii]:  c^ipoimttAi  LUt  of  UawA«r». 

FoBuo  Bnjj  —  (Mavwi  Writs  Bagistimtioii 
(SflotUDd). 

FInt  Anaftn^^-Conmon  Law  ConrU  [Fees)  • 
~  '(sB«l^M«9t4eDtbnd)[Bili  41]. 
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A«MM<iftM(t^V— Ooortaof  JnitlMCiHi«entntloQ 

(Site)  [111;  Bulk  Notes  luoe  [131;  British 

Kaffimnm*  [3?]  ;  Bankruptof  and  IiiBoWeno7 

(Ireland)  Act  Amendment*  p4]. 
Rtferrett  to  Select  Committee— Oow^  of  Joatioe 

CoDoentntioD  (Site)  [111 
CommittM      Court!  of  Joatioe  Building  [S] ; 

Bank  of  Ireland  *  [U]  ;  Eleotion  PeUUoni  Act 

(1848)  Amendment  [19]. 
Jtnwrt— Courts  of  Jottiee  BaiIdillg[0];  Bank  of 

Ireland*  [U];  Election  Petitions  Aot  (1848) 

Amendment  [19]. 
Third  lUading  —  Civil  Bill  Coorts  Frooedore 

(Irelaod)  Aot  (1864)  Amendment*  [39],  and 

patted. 

CONTROVERTED  ELECTIONS. 

Sir  Fbanois  Bardto  reported  from  the 
General  Committee  of  Elections ;  That 
thej  had  selected  the  following  Hemberi 
to  be  the  Chairman's  FaneU  and  to  serve 
as  Chairmen  of  Election  Committees  during 
the  present  Session : —Wxlliah  Bdvabd 
Baxter,  Esq.;  Jakes  Wektwobth  BuLLin, 
Esq.  (Devon.  N.) ;  Edward  C.  Eoebton. 
Esq.  (MscclesGeld)  ;  Thomas  Wiluah 
Evans,  Esq.  (Derby,  S.);  Jaues  Milhes 
Oaskell,  Esq.  ;  Bobbbt  LonqfieU),  Esq. 
Report  to  lie  npon  the  table. 

PICOAPILLT  AMD  PARK  LANE  MEW 
BOAD  BILL-(^  0»ter-) 

8B0OND  ftBADIHO. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made*  and  Question  pn^sed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  leeond 
time." 

Sa  JAMBS  FERQUSSON  rose  to  ask 
for  some  explaoation  from  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works 
and  from  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Works 
with  respect  to  this  sehemo.  The  evil  to 
be  met  hj  this  measure  was  one  of  so  long 
standing  and  snch  ^reat  magnitude,  and 
was  ao  gsnerallj  admitted,  that  any  change 
proposed  ought  to  be  of  tiie  most  oompre- 
hensive  and  effeetive  deeoription.  He  con- 
tended, therefore,  that  this  Bill  ought  to 
be  considered  in  the  Whole  House  on  its 
merits  and  ought  not  to  be  sent  to  a  Select 
Committee  in  the  ordinary  eourae,  because 
Boeh  a  tribunal  would  be  precluded  from 
considering  the  merits  of  rival  schemes, 
and  confined  to  the  investigation  of  that 
which  was  presented  to  them  by  the  pro- 
moters, the  alteration  of  Hamilton  Place 
and  its  eooneetion  with  Park  Lane.  It 
was  only  by  implication  thak  other  plans 
eoald  eo8M  before  it.  Now*  there  were 
not  wanting  gentlemen  of  great  sxperienoe 
who  aud  that  this  seheiDewaf  not  the  best 


which  had  been  suggested,  that  it  would 
give  very  inadequate  and  unsatisfisotory 
acoommedation  to  the  public,  and  would 
entail  evils  that  other  plans  would  avoid. 
Mr.  NelsoDi  who  bad  taken  a  great  interest 
in  the  sobjeot  had  pointed  out  in  a  letter 
that  had  appeared  in  a  newspapor  that 
morning,  tiiat  Hamilton  Place,  the  road- 
way of  which  was  only  thirty-three  feet 
broad  at  the  widest  part^  and  was  consider- 
ably leas  at  the  upper  part,  vould  be  ut- 
terly inadequate  to  aeeoromodate  the  traffic 
whieh  now  choked  np  Park  Ejane.  and  l^at 
there  would  be  eonsuerable  danger  in  hav 
ing  two  streams  of  tr^e  oonverg^ng  in 
Park  Lane  at  a  short  distance  from  Picca< 
diUy.    He  said  that  there  were  other  more 
natural  and  convenient  channels,  and  sug- 
gested that  the  object  which  the  Metropoli- 
tan Board  had  in  view  might  be  better 
attained    by  prolonging  South  Audley 
Street  to  Picoadilly,  continuing  Clarges 
Street   northwards,  and  widening  Park 
Lane  at  the  Piccadilly  end;  and  he  stated 
that  the  expense  of  this  alteration,  which 
would  give  a  wide  and  convenient  thorough- 
fisre,  would  not  be  greater  than  that  of  the 
alteration  of  Hamilton  Place.   There  were 
two  questions  which  he  should  like  to  have 
answered.    Some  years  ago  a  BUI  was 
introdneed  by  Lord  Llanover,  then  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Works,  similar  to  tiie 
present;  but  it  was  abandoned  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
— the  present  Lord  Chancellor  and  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England — having 
given  their  opinion  that  its  provisions 
would  violate  the  rights  of  the  Crown 
tenants.    He  should  like  to  ask  the  Chief 
Commissioner  how  it  was  that  this  mea- 
sure was  better  worthy  of  support  than 
that  which  waa  then  abandoned.    It  vras 
true  that  since  that  time  Parliament  had 
sanotioned  an  interfereaee  with  the  rights 
of  Crown  tesaeea  in  the  case  of  the  Thames 
Bmbankmentg  but  in  that  instance  great 
ooneeasions  of  land  were  in  return  made 
to  the  Crown  tenants;  and,  even  If  that 
had  not  been  the  case,  it  could  hardly 
have  been  argued  that  becaose  the  rights 
of  such  persons  had  been  interfered  with 
in  one  case  they  were  ever  afterwards  to 
be  entirely  disregarded.    He  should  fur- 
ther like  to  know  why  the  Chief  Commis* 
sioner  of  Works  had  since  lost  year  changed 
bis  mind  upon  this  suWeet.    In  a  letter, 
dated  Jnly  2,  1864,  and  addressed  to  the 
Metropolitan  Beard,  the  right  hon.  Ocntie- 
man  objected  to  the  traasfo(mationjof 
Hsnihon  Phuie  iiiloi*g1ib««««dl!&0O§te 
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gronnd  that  it  was  not  wide  eoongh  to 
aecommodftte  the  traffic  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  carry  throogh  it,  and  that  the 
alt«mtion  would  be  an  ezpennre  and  nn- 
eeonomical  measure.  He  should  like  to 
know  whether  Hamilton  Place  bad  grown 
wider  since  last  jear,  or  why  the  riffht  hon. 
Gentleman  had  changed  his  mind.  The 
estimate  upon  whioh  this  Bill  was  formed 
eonld  not  be  depended  upon.  The  expense 
was  by  the  promoters  takea  at  £16.000; 
but  the  genUeman  whose  anthority  he  bad 
already  quoted  sud  that  the  uteration 
eontemplated  would  not  be  made  for  less 
than  £60,000.  He  believed  that  the  He- 
tropolttan  Board  of  Works  had  been  goaded 
into  doing  something,  and  had  taken  up 
this  seheme,  not  from  any  unanimous  or 
strong  belief  that  it  was  the  best  which 
oould  be  proposed,  but  rather  ftom  adesire 
to  avoid  the  imputation  of  doing  nothing. 
If  the  House  refused  to  encourage  a  plan 
which  waa  so  crude,  unpromising,  and  in- 
adequate, there  was  no  doubt  that  the 
promoters  would  on  some  future  oceasion 
present  one  which  was  more  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. In  order,  therefore,  that  they 
ml^tt  befbro  asaenting  to  the  aeeood  read, 
iog  of  the  Bill|  reeeive  some  explaiiation  on 
Uie  pwnts  he  had  alluded  to,  he  mored  that 
it  should  be  read  a  aeeood  time  that  day 
iizmootha. 

Amendment  proposed.  To  leaTe  out 
the  word  "  now/*  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  "  upon  this  day 
■iz  Donths." — {Sir  Jamaa  Fwgtusom.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  now*  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mb.  TIT£  said,  he  did  not  wish  to 
enter  into  a  diseussion  of  estimates,  whioh 
he  admitted  were  matters  of  considerable 
nnoertainty ;  but  the  hon.  Baronet  had 
admitted  the  noeesiity  which  eztited  for 
some  improvement  of^  Park  Lane,  and  he 
(Hr.  Tito)  wpealed  to  the  ]^ain  aoise  of 
the  House,  whether  it  was  not  obvions  that 
the  alteration  of  Hamilton  Place  with  its 
six  houses  on  one  side  and  two  on  the 
other  most  be  a  cheaper  operation  than 
if  they  took  the  line  of  South  Audley 
Street,  and  pulled  down  some  of  the  finest 
houses  in  Piccadilly,  or  whether  Ham- 
ilton Place  would  cost  as  much  as  Qlou- 
Mster  House.  Four  plans  had  been  sug- 
gested for  meeting  the  evil  which  the  Bill 
ion^t  to  remedy.  One  was  that  the 
Ghief  Commissioner  of  works  should,  with 
the  autiiority  of  the  Crown,  permit  carriages 
to  pass  through  the  Vm,  thw  getting 


rid  of  the  difficulty  without  cost ;  but 
that  proportion  the  right  hon.  Gentieraan 
had  refused,  and,  he  thought,  properly 
refused  to  permit,  inasmuch  as  that  part 
of  the  Park  was  quite  as  much  used  by 
the  democracy  as  by  the  aristocracy.  The 
second  was  the  extension  of  South  Andlaj 
Street  into  Piccadilly.  But  if  any  one 
looked  at  the  map  he  would  see  that  the 
line  of  South  Audley  Street  not  oidy 
destroyed  Holdemess  House  but  equally 
required  the  purchase  of  Gloucester  Hooao, 
and,  therefor^  such  an  alteration  oould 
not  be  made  at  a  cost  of  leas  than 
£300.000  or  £400,000;  besides  whioh 
the  nortiiem  entrance  to  Audley  Street 
was  a  qoarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Harble 
Arab  at  which  the  traffic  ^m  the  Oxford 
Road  converged  with  that  from  the  Edg- 
ware  Bead,  which  was  the  great  ac- 
cess to  the  Great  Western  Railway,  from 
which  came  the  great  bulk  of  the  traffic 
that  now  crowded  Park  Lane.  On  these 
and  other  grounds,  therefore,  the  Metre* 
politan  Board  abandoned  the  idea  of  pro- 
longing Sontii  Audley  Street.  There  re- 
mained then  two  plans,  one  for  the  opening^ 
up  of  Hamilton  Place,  and  the  othw  for 
widening  the  sondi  end  of  Park  Lane,  It 
[  was  true  that  Qjmiilton  Plaee  was  narrow  at 
the  upper  end,  hut  by  the  purehaao  and 
nbuildmg  of  two  houses  on  the  right  hand 
it  might  be  widened  at  no  great  expense, 
and  there  would  be  a  return  in  the  in- 
creased value  of  the  land  now  unbuilt 
upon  ;  this  would  carry  the  street  direct 
into  Park  Lane  by  a  large  and  wide 
avenue.  On  the  jother  band,  according  to 
the  estimates  which  had  been  made,  the 
widening  of  Paik  Lane  woold  involve  a 
sacrifice  of  at  least  £100.000  of  public 
money.  It  was  a  very  difficult  thing  to 
carry  out  all  the  improvementa  which  were 
wanted  and  which  must  be  nndaiakeo. 
The  main  dninage  had  eost  £4,000,000. 
the  Thames  Binbankment  and  the  new 
street  into  the  City  would  involve  an  ex- 
penditure of  £2,000.000 1  there  was  a 
new  street  at  the  east  end  which  would 
cost  £120,000,  and  there  were  other 
improvements  of  coouderable  extent  which 
must  be  made.  It  was  impossible  that  all 
these  works  could  be  carried  out  if  the 
Uetropolitan  Board  were  indiftrent  as  to 
the  amount  whioh  they  expended  upon 
particular  works.  Bowing  in  mind  the 
large  amount  of  taxation  already  borne  by 
the  ratepayers  of  the  metropolis  for 
improvements,  be  put  it  to.  the  House 
whether  it  waa  do^nhhDykiidtid^  a 
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great  further  outlay.  In  Chelsea  the 
rateB  were  5*,  in  the  poand  upon  the  rack 
rent  The  Bill  eontaiDed  ample  proriaion, 
bj  the  ineorpontioD  of  the  Landa  Clauses 
Act,  for  making  compensation  to  anj 
peraouB  who  might  be  injured*  and  as  the 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  lived  io 
Hamilton  Place  would  have  a  locui  tkmdi 
before  the  Committee,  by  whioh  tribunal 
all  ^neations  in  dispute  would  be  fully  in- 
Testigated,  he  trusted  that  the  House 
wonla  rejaet  the  Hotioa  of  the  bon. 
Baronett  and  read  the  Bill  a  leoond  time. 

Gbmuul  FBBL  said,  ha  did  not  know 
under  what  eironmstanoes  the  U etropolitan 
Board  bad  taken  npon  themselves  the  ex- 
pense of  this  improvement ;  but  everybody 
woold  admit  the  iooonvenienee  and  danger 
of  the  present  state  of  Park  Lane.  There 
were  other  parties,  however,  ivho  were  to  be 
considered  beside  the  inhabitants  of  Ham- 
ilton Place — and  these  were  the  constitu- 
ents of  the  Metropolitan  Board.  If  this 
was  to  be  taken  as  a  precedent  for  the  ez> 
penses  of  all  improvements  being  thrown 
on  that  Board*  and  for  this  House  having 
the  dntj  forced  upon  it  of  judging  what 
the  ezpensea  shuald  be,  he  woiud  advise 
the  ratepayen  of  London  to  look  sharply 
after  their  own  interests.  He  had  no 
great  con6denoe  io  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works,  but  it  most  be  presumed  that 
they  had  well  considered  this  Bill,  and  it 
would  be  a  very  strong  measure  indeed  to 
refuse  it  a  second  reading.  The  hon. 
Baronet  bad  quoted  an  authority,  who  said 
that  the  cost  of  widening  Hamilton  Place 
and  extending  it  to  Park  Lane  would  be 
£60,000 ;  but  he  had  seen  a  statement 
that  the  expense  of  taking  down  Gloucester 
House  would  be  £180,000,  and  that  of  the 
prolongation  of  South  Audley  Street  up- 
wards of  £200,000.  It  would  not  be 
right  to  prevent  the  Bill  going  to  a  Com- 
mittee, nor  was  it  potuw  for  the  House 
properly  to  examine  the  details,  the  con- 
sideration of  vbieh  was  neeeasary  to  the 
formation  of  a  sound  judgment  npon  the 
questions  which  it  involved. 

Mr.  HARVET  lewis  said,  tho  fact 
was  that  matters  in  Park  Lane  had  come  to 
B  dead  lock,  and  if  the  character  of  the 
traffic  were  examined  it  woold  be  seen  that 
the  most  dangerous  portion  of  it  was  com- 
posed of  very  heavily-Iadea  waggons,  which 
eame  and  went  in  the  direction  of  the 
Great  Western  Railway.  His  own  opinion 
waa,  that  a  road  ought  to  be  oarried  across 
Hyde  Park  to  the  SerpenUoe.  By  this 
mMnt  FtA  Lmw  woold  be  rvliered  more 


effectually  than  by  any  other  scheme.  He 
did  not  intend  to  offer  any  opposition  to 
the  Bill ;  but  he  regretted  that  the  Select 
Committee  would  not  have  an  opportunity 
of  examining  [other  plana  than  uiat  con- 
tained in  the  Bill. 

Mb.  miller,  as  a  Member  of  the 
Board  of  Works,  said  that  many  sugges- 
tions had  been  made  to  them  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  they  had  fully  considered  the 
question  of  compensation.  If  then  were 
any  demand  for  eompensation  under  die 
plan  proposed,  it  arose  from  Uie  fact  that 
when  the  leases  of  the  hoaaes  in  Hamilton 
Place  were  granted,  there  was  an  nnder- 
standing  that  the  place  should  remain  a 
oul  de  attc.  But  since  that  time  the  popu- 
lation of  the  metropolis  had  been  increas- 
ing at  the  rate  of  40,000  a  year;  besides 
which  two  railways  had  been  opened  in 
the  neighbourhood  which  were  perpe- 
tually sending  their  traffic  the  one  to  the 
other  through  this  locality,  and  accidents 
were  continually  occurring  owiog  to  the 
crowded  state  of  the  traffic.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Baronet  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  had 
called  attention  to  the  question  whether 
.  the  improvement  shonld  ne  made  in  Park 
Lane  itself  at  an  expense  of  £180,000,  or 
in  Hamilton  Place  at  a  cost  of  £15,000, 
without  including  compensation.  He  would 
not  support  an  interference  with  private 
rights  without  compensation,  but  there 
were  times  when  private  rights  moat  give 
way  to  the  public  advantage.  According 
to  the  scheme  contained  in  this  Bill  only 
two  houses  need  be  taken  down. 

Mb.  COWPBR.  having  been  so  pointedly 
alluded  to  by  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
(Sir  James  Fergusson),  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  in  reply.  He  felt  veir  strongly 
that  the  existing  state  of  Park  Lane  was  a 
disgrace  to  all  those  in  whose  power  it  lay 
to  provide  a  remedy.  Park  Lane  was  the 
only  direct  thoroughfare  which  lay  be- 
tween the  north  and  south  of  the  district 
which  extended  from  Church  Lane,  Ken- 
sington on  the  west,  to  Berkeley  Street 
on  the  east.  The  traffio  which  passed 
through  it  was  to  a  great  extent  that  of  two 
great  railways,  which  was  forced  through 
a  passage  not  more  than  eighteen  feet 
wide,  so  that  two  large  vans  were  sufficient 
to  block  it  np  completely;  while  not  moro 
than  three  ordinary  vehicles  could  occupy 
a  parallel  line.  His  opinion  was  that 
the  best  course  to  adopt  with  a  view  to 
remedy  the  inconvenience  was  to  widen 
Park  Lane;  hot  the  Metropolitan  Board, 
who  seemed  to  b«T«i9i4|b^t«!£®i(^W$ 
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to  a  lenae  of  their  dutj  in  the  matter*  were 
of  opinion  tfaatthe  enlarging  of  the  south- 
era  end  would  inTolve  a  larger  eipenditure 
than  thej  ought  to  undertake.  He  himself 
thought  the  Board  was  rather  too  timid  in 
this  matter;  but  the  majjority  haring  de- 
eided  against  the  adoption  of  the  plan 
which  he  had  just  metttioned*  the  alterna- 
tive laj  between  doing  nothing  at  all  and 
aeoepting  the  proposaleontainu  in  the  Bill 
under  discussion.  The  Uetropolitan  Board 
had  asked  him  whether  he  could  hold  out 
any  hope  that  traffic  might  be  allowed  to 
pass  through  the  Park  between  Stanhope 
Gate  and  Hyde  Park  Comer;  but  he  said,  in 
reply,  that  he  could  not  hold  out  the  slightest 
expectation  that  such  an  arrangement  could 
be  made.  It  would,  he  felt,  be  considered 
highly  objectionable  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  metropolis  generally  that  heavily  laden 
vehieles  should  be  allowed  to  go  through 
that  part  of  the  Park  which  was  at  present 
not  soffi^eiently  large  for  those  by  whom  it 
was  freqaented,  and  it  would,  moreover, 
diminish  the  enjoyment  of  those  who  came 
there  for  qniet  and  reereatioD.  It  had 
then  been  suggested  to  him  that  that 
portion  of  the  Park  might  he  taken  for  a 
roadway  which  was  at  present  included  in 
Hamilton  Gardens,  and  although,  no  doubt, 
ooosiderable  injury  would  be  doue  to  those 
gardens  if  that  proposal  were  carried  into 
effect,  yet  as  the  Metropolitan  Board 
had  undertaken  this  plan  for  the  publte 
convenience,  he  deemed  it  right,  as  far 
as  possible,  to  meet  their  views.  The 
traffic  through  Hamilton  Gardens  would 
be  admitted  to  be  productive  of  incon- 
venience to  the  inhabitants  ;  but  it  should, 
on  the  oUier  hand,  be  borne  in  mind 
ihat  the  Bill  must  provide  eompensatiou 
for  any  peeuniarj  loss  they  might  sus- 
tain. Under  those  oiroamstanees,  he  had 
intimated  that  he  would  not  oppose  the 
introd  notion  or  second  reading  of  the 
Bill.  Being  of  opinion  that  the  different 
propositions  for  improving  this  part  of  the 
metropotiB  ought  to  be  thoroughly  dis- 
euased,  the  Government  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  thnt  the  Bill  ought  to  be 
referred  to  a  Committee,  while  they,  of 
course,  reserved  to  themselves  the  power 
of  reconsidering  it  after  the  decision  of  the 
Committee  was  pronounced.  He  hoped, 
tiierefore,  the  hon.  Baronet  would  not  ob- 
ject to  allowing  the  Bill  to  be  sent  before  a 
Committee,  where  its  provisions  wonld  be 
fhoronghly  sifted.  The  bon.  BaiwMt 
asked  what  had  occurred  in  1856.  Hii 
predeeessor  (Sir  Benjamin  Hall)  m  offiM 


contemplated  snoh  a  Bill  as  that  before  the 
House,  and  it  was  then  considered  that  aa 
the  Crown  was  the  landlord  of  Hamilton 
Place  it  was  not  competent  for  the  Crown 
to  alto-  the  eireomstances  under  which  the 
leases  were  granted.  The  tenants,  how- 
ever, had  not  beeii  aUe  to  prove  that  there 
was  anythingwhieh  guaranteed  to  them  Uia 
present  position  of  Hamilton  Plaee,  and 
now  that  the  proposal  had  come  from  those 
who  represented  the  metropolis,  it  wonld 
not  be  a  proper  exercise  of  the  authority 
of  the  Crown  to  prevent  Parliament  from 
considering  a  measure  brought  forward  for 
the  purpose  of  public  improvement. 

Mr.  BENTINCK  said,  the  real  turning 
point  in  the  case  had  never  yet  been 
touched.  Neither  his  hon.  Frimd  who 
raored  the  rejection  of  the  Bill,  nor  any 
subsequent  speaker  had  gone  to  the  real 
question  in  the  ease.  It  turned  upon  one 
point.  He  was  not  going  into  the  qnes- 
Uoo  whether  it  was  wise  legislatitm  to  aeiie 
the  property  of  private  individuals.  That 
was  not  the  point.  The  whole  question 
was,  whether  the  House  would  or  would 
not,  tm  the  convenience  <rf  the  poeketa 
of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works, 
sanction  a  deliberate  invasion  of  privet 
property.  If  so — and  that  it  was  so  there 
was  the  admission  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bath  (Mr.  Tite) — no  man's  property  would 

Mb.  JACKSON  remarked,  that  in  1859 
he  presided  over  a  Committee  in  which  it 
was  recommended  that  a  measure  resem- 
bling the  Bill  now  before  the  House  should 
he  introduced  ;  and  Sir  Benjamin  Hftll 
introdnced  a  Bill  to  carry  the  project  into 
execution.  It  was,  therefore,  not  a  new 
measure.  It  had  been  before  the  House 
for  ten  years,  and  it  was  one  that  in  hii 
opinion  ought  to  be  carried  out. 

Sir  JAMES  FEBGUSSON,  after  what 
he  had  jnst  heard  from  the  First  Commis- 
sioner of  Works,  said  be  would  not  further 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Amendment,  1^  leave,  wstAdnnoii. 

Main  Question,  pat,  and  ctgrted  (o. 

Bill  read  2",  and  committed. 

GREENWICH  UNION— OASES  OF  MARY 
MORIARTT.  JULIA  HAMNON,  AND 
OTHERS.— QUESTION. 

Mr.  MAGUIRB  asked  the  President  of 
the  Poor  Law  Board,  Whether  his  attention 
baa  lieen  drnwu  to  the  aoU  of  iUegalitj 
brought  home  to  the  paldyofficen  of  the 
Oreanwieh  Union  ciatbeeaiiMit&Qgl^ 
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eue»of  Mary  MitrUrtj,  Jnlit  HaonoD,  and 
oUmts  ;  and,  if  bo,  irbether  any  and  irbat 
o&ei»i  oogniiaooe  has  been  taken  by  the 
Poor  Lav  Board  of  the  oonduot  of  the 
officen  conoerned ;  and,  whether  th*e  oir- 
eamstancee  conneoted  with  these  aod  aimi- 
Ur  caaei  of  removal  to  Ireland  do  not 
mil  for  an  Amendment  of  the  Law ;  and, 
if  so*  whether  the  Qovernment  are  pre- 

Sued  to  propose  such  Amendment  without 
elay? 

Ma.  0.  P.  VILLIERS  said,  the  hon. 
Uember  bad  nored  for  papers  relating  to 
these  two  cases,  and  they  would  rery 
Portly  be  lud  on  the  taUe  of  the  House, 
but  he  wu  enabled  to  answer  a  great 
portion  of  the  questions  at  once.  The  at- 
tenttoD  of  the  Poor  Law  Board  bad  been 
drawn  to  this  parttoulai'  case,  and  he  was 
able  to  tell  the  hon.  Gentleman,  as  the 
oases  involved  some  hsrshoess  and  inliu- 
manity  to  some  poor  persons,  that  it  arose 
from  violation  of  the  law,  and  not  from 
defeat  of  the  law.  The  House  was  aware 
that  of  late  years  there  bad  been  an  ear- 
nest wish  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature 
to  mitigate  the  hardships  atteuaing  the 
removal  of  the  Irish  poor,  and  that  there 
hod  been  several  Amendments  of  the  law 
for  that  purpose.  The  law  a  short  time 
since  enabled  overseers  of  any  parish  in 
England  to  deport  Irish  paupers  to  the 
shores  of  Ireland  and  there  deposit  them. 
In  1862  the  law  was  altered,  and  the  over- 
seer was  obliged  to  convey  the  pauper  to 
the  union  house  nearest  the  place  of  desti- 
natioo,  and  to  be  liable  for  the  expense  of 
oonveying  him  to  that  destination.  This 
was  not  found  to  answer;  and,  in  1863. 
it  was  enacted  that  the  paupers  should  be 
oonv^ed  under  the  charge  of  some  effi- 
«eot  person,  who  if  he  neglected  to  do  so 
was  liable  to  a  penalty  of  £10,  or  six 
months'  imprisonment.  The  particular 
eases  in  question  arose  in  eonsequenee  of 
the  parochial  authorities  having  neglected 
to  observe  Uie  laat  enactment,  and  think- 
ing thej  aatisfied  the  law  by  removing  them 
to  the  eoast.  There  was  more  than  one 
violation  of  the  law,  because  it  was  pro- 
vided that  women  and  children  should  not 
be  deck  passengers  in  the  winter.  In  this 
ease  «  woman  and  child  were  placed  on 
deck,  in  December,  to  be  taken  to  the 
city  of  Cork,  though  their  destination  was 
beyond  it,  and  the  relieving  officer  gave 
the  woman  an  adequate  sum  to  convey  her 
onward.  She  iras  conveyed  to  Cork. 
When  the  authorities  of  Cork  saw  that 
her  destination  mu  Killarnej  thej  sent  her 


back  to  England  and  took  the  proceedings 
pointed  ont  by  the  Act.  The  officer  was 
convicted  at  the  Middlesex  Sessions,  but 
was  found  to  be  only  another  pauper,  who 
had  been  employed  by  the  relieving  officer, 
and  it  became  absurd  to  think  of  his  pay- 
ing either  £10  or  his  being  imprisoned  ; 
but  the  Assistant  Judge  who  presided  did 
offer  the  severest  reproof  possible  to  all 
those  who  fa&d  been  concerned  in  the  affiur, 
especially  the  guardians,  for  having  allowed 
it ;  warned  £em  against  its  recurrence, 
and  that  he  should  say,  if  sneh  a  thing 
occurred  agftin,  that  &ay  vrould  be  utterly 
nnwortbj  of  their  position  as  guardians 
of  the  poor.  The  guardians  admitted  the 
justice  of  the  Judge's  observation,  and 
passed  a  resolution  sbortiy  afterwards  pre- 
cluding the  possibility  of  its  recurrence. 
He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  would  see  that  the  present  law  was 
calculated  to  protect  these  poor  people 
when  they  were  removed,  and  that  wlieo 
it  was  violated  due  notice  was  taken  of 
the  offence  by  the  authorities  here.  The 
hon.  Member  asked  about  another  case. 
With  regard  to  that  one,  he  had  not  yet 
received  the  depositions  from  Ireland,  but 
he  knew  that  it  was  one  of  precisely  simi- 
lar character.  The  poor  woman  bul  been 
illegdly  treated,  and  redress  had  been 
given  m  conseqoence.  Any  further  par- 
ticulars with  respect  to  it  he  should  be 
able  to  give  at  a  future  time  when  the 
papers  were  before  the  House. 

MADRAS  IRRIGATION  OOMPANT. 

QUESTION. 

Mb.  SMOLLETT  asked  the  Secretary 
for  India,  Wli&t  is  the  present  position  of 
the  Madras  Irrigation  Company,  and  what 
is  the  amount  expended  in  irrigation  works 
up  to  the  last  aocouot  received  from  ludia. 
And.  whether  any  prospect  existed  of  the 
repayment  of  the  interest  guaranteed  upon 
the  capital  of  tiie  Company,  or  of  a  partioi* 
pation  by  Oovenuuent  in  the  enormous 
profits  which  it  was  said  that  works  under- 
taken by  the  State  invariably  produced  in 
every  district  of  the  Madras  Presidency  ? 

Sia  CHARLES  WOOD  said,  with  re- 
gard to  the  position  of  the  Company,  they 
were  carrying  on  their  works.  The  sum 
which  thev  had  raised  was  about  £790,000, 
and  the  sum  spent  about  £717,000.  He 
understood  that  about  the  month  of  July 
next,  there  would  be  10.000  acres  under 
irrigation.  Though  he  had  never  enter- 
tained any  extravagfp|^^^^^(iy^gf^ 
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regard  to  the  matter,  be  beliered  there 
vas  eTery  proepect  Uiat  the  QoTennnent 
would  be  repud  the  mon^  which  thej  had 
adranoed. 

PRISONERS  IN  NEWGATE. 
QusmoH. 

Ur.  LOCKE  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department.  Whether 
his  attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
treatment  of  persons  confined  in  Newgate : 
Whether  it  is  trne  that  all  persons  appre- 
hended in  the  City  of  London  on  suspicion 
of  any  offence  are  (regardless  of  their 
antecedents)  lodged  in  Newgate  Qaol  and 
treated  aa  criminals  :  Whether  such  per- 
■ODS  have  to  clean  out  their  own  cells,  and 
whether  they  are  deprired  of  proper  sleep- 
ing aecommodation  and  a  proper  kiufe  with 
which  to  eat  their  food:    Whether  all 

CBnoDS  remanded  on  snapieion  are  pro- 
ibited  from  seeing  their  wires  and  chil- 
dren, except  through  a  double  iron  grating, 
and  in  the  presence  of  a  gaoler :  Whether 
persona  so  treated  and  ultimately  acquitted 
or  discharged  hare  any  and  what  redress  : 
And,  whether  persons  charged  with  lees 
serious  offences  are  treated  the  same  as 
persons  charged  with  murder  ? 

Sm  GEORGE  GREY  said,  that  no 
complaint  had  been  made  to  him  with 
respect  to  the  treatment  of  prisoners  in 
Newgate.  Persona  committed  for  trial  or 
apoo  remand  were  treated  as  prisoners,  but 
not  as  persona  eonfioted  of  crime.  For 
instance,  they  were  permitted  to  have  their 
food  daily  sent  to  them  by  dieir  friends  ; 
hot  they  were  snbjeet  to  the  ordinary 
prison  regalations,  had  to  clean  out  their 
cells,  and  were  not  allowed  any  instruments 
by  which  damage  might  be  done  to  them- 
selves or  others.  He  had  been  informed 
that  they  were  prorided  with  snitable  and 
proper  bedding  both  for  summer  and  winter, 
and,  though  they  only  saw  their  friends 
through  the  double  grating  and  in  presence 
of  one  of  the  officers  of  the  prison,  that 
rule  did  not  applyto  interviews  with  their 
legal  advisers.  With  regard  to  the  latter 
part  of  the  Qnestion,  he  should  say  if  any 
illegal  act  were  done,  the  prisoners  would 
be  entitled  to  redress,  not  otherwise.  Per- 
sons eommitted  on  a  charge  of  murder  were 
pUeed  under  special  superrision  not  appli- 
eaUe  to  other  priaonen. 

SCOTCH  llEDIOAL  PRAOTITXONERS. 
QUKSnOX. 

Ub.  black  asked  the  LordAdTOoate, 
SirCMet  JfM 


If  the  penalty  wfaiob  is  inourrable  by  the 
Medical  Practitioners  of  Scotland,  under 
the  4l8t  Section  of  the  Act  17  &  18 
Vtct.,  0.  80,  is  repealed  by  the  14th  Sec- 
tion of  the  Act  23  &  24  Vtet.,  c.  83; 
and,  if  not,  does  he  intend  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  procure  a  repeal  of  that 
enactment,  and  so  place  the  Medical  Prac* 
titioners  in  Scotland  on  a  footing  of  equa- 
lity with  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  t 

The  lord  ADYOCATE  :  In  rogaid 
to  the  first  part  of  the  Question,  I  hare  to 
answer  my  hon.  Friend,  that  the  clause  lie 
refers  to  is  not  repealed,  though  Uie  strin- 
geuoy  of  the  penalty  has  been  consider- 
ably relaxed.  In  regard  to  the  latter  part 
of  the  Question,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  do  not 
propose  to  introduce  any  measure  on  the 
subject. 

REGENT'S  PARE— BRIDGE  OVER  TIIE 
CANAL.— QUESTION. 

Mr.  HARYET  lewis  asked  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works,  When  the  new 
Bridge  leading  to  the  Regent's  Park,  over 
the  Canal,  will  be  completed  and  opened 
to  the  public  ? 

Mr.  COWPER  replied,  that  the  bridge 
was  nearly  completed,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  opened  to  tiie  public  before  the 
end  of  next  month. 

OOWES  TRINITT  PILOTS. 

QDESnOV. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty,  Whether  he  has  re- 
ceived a  memorial  from  oertun  Cowea 
Trinity  Pilots  complidoing  of  improper  in- 
terference with  th«r  avoeation  by  Govern- 
ment Pilots;  and  whetiier  he  will  issae 
orders  to  prevent  the  raeorreaee  of  aneh 
interference  ? 

Lord  CLARENCB  PAGET  presumed 
the  hon.  Gentleman  alluded  to  the  com- 

E taint  made  by  the  Cowes  Pilots  that  %hvf 
ad  not  been  allowed  to  pilot  the  Turkish 
squadron.  The  complaint  had  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  authorities  at  Portsmooth  for 
verification,  and  it  would  then  be  laid 
before  Uie  Trinity  House  to  ascertain  what 
were  the  regulations. 

TATERTORKS  AND  RESERVOIRS. 
QUBsnoir. 

Mr.  FERRAND  inqaired>:jniethei|  the 
OoTemmant  inten4ii^z4ni^«iM&Cm@ti 
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Sewion,  to  introdiioa  anj  measure  for  the 
proteotioQ  of  life  and  propertT  from  unae- 
cora  ftnd  daoffennu  wetervorks  ? 

Sm  OEORGB  ORET  replied,  that  the 
dnvFt  of  a  Bill  had  been  prepared  eon- 
tainiog  olauBes,  vhicfat  if  expedient,  might 
be  inserted  in  all  PriTate  Bills  relating  to 
the  oonstmotion  of  roBerroin.  This  was  a 
matter  rather  within  the  province  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  he  had  accordingljr 
referred  the  matter  to  his  right  hon.  Friend, 
and  the  Bill  was  at  present  under  his  eon- 
uderation. 

COURTS  OF  JUSTICE  BUILDING  BILL. 
[Bill  S.]  COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chftir.' — (Jfr.  Attomei/  General.) 

Sia  HENRY  WILLOUGHBT  said,  he 
wilted  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  necesMtjr  of  having  some  iuformatioD 
on  which  to  ground  this  very  important 
measure.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
the  House  had  not  received  some  suoh  in* 
formation  in  the  eloquent  speeches  of  the 
Attorney  Qeneral,  but  it  appeared  to  him, 
with  respect  to  the  fioanoial  portion  of  the 
question,  that  some  statement  was  required 
n:om  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
also  that  some  documents  ought  to  be  laid 
on  the  table  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  the  funds  alluded  to  in  the  preamble 
of  the  Bill  were  forthcoming.  The  House 
should  bear  in  mind  that  the  expenditure 
would  commence  by  Totes  of  money  to  be 
provided  by  Parliament,  and  some  future 
House  wotud  have  to  vote  very  consider- 
able  sums  on  aecount  of  the  proposed  ex- 
penditure. In  the  year  1863  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  made  some  obser- 
vations which  ought  to  have  great  weight 
with  the  House.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man made  a  distinction  between  this  sort 
of  application  for  money  and  the  ordinary 
applications  for  money  for  the  army,  navy, 
and  miscellaneous  Estimates;  and  he  said 
that  the  latter  Estimates  were  produced  on 
the  responsibility  of  the  Government,  but 
that  in  questions  of  this  kind  the  responsi- 
bility  rested  on  the  House  of  Commons. 
With  that  opinion  he  entirely  agreed,  and 
he  therefore  invited  the  House  to  consider 
whether  they  were  justified  in  passing  the 
preamUe  of  (his  Bill,  or  in  allowing  it  to  go 
into  Committee  nntil  there  waa  snffioient 
evidenee  on  the  table  to  snstain  the  state- 
menta  set  forth  in  that  preamUe.   As  to 


the  question  of  concentration,  his  own 
opinion  was  in  harmony  nith  that  of  many 

gentlemen  in  the  legal  profession.  The 
on.  ftnd  learned  MemW  for  Walling- 
ford  (Hr. '  Halins)  was  one  of  the  first 
who  deotared  tiiat  the  equity  courts,  ex- 
cept with  r^ard  to  two  of  the  Yiee 
Chancellors*  Courts,  fully  answered  their 
porpose,  and  there  was  no  necessity  for 
a  change.  He  was  quite  ready  to  admit 
that  the  law  courts  did  require  some  better 
building,  but  contended  that  the  more 
economical  course  would  be  to  leave  the 
equity  courts  as  they  were  at  present, 
merely  supplying  the  deficiency  to  which 
he  had  alluded.  He  would  not  enter  fur- 
ther into  that  matter,  bat  would  limit  his 
observations  to  the  financial  port  of  Uie 
question,  and  submitted  that  there  never 
was  a  ease  in  whieh  the  Honse  had  been 
so  blindly  ealled  upon  to  enter  into  such 
a  very  serious  expenditure.  It  might  be 
contended  that  tne  ezpenditnre  would  be 
limited  to  £1,500,000,  but  he  did  not  be- 
lieve a  word  of  that,  and  was  of  oinnion 
that  £2,000,000  would  be  below  the  requi- 
site sum.  Experience  of  the  past  justi- 
fied this  opinion.  The  money  must  be  pro- 
vided by  the  House  of  Commons,  and  a 
future  House  of  Commons  might  have 
much  to  deplore  if  a  false  step  were  now 
taken.  The  credit  or  discredit  would  be- 
long to  the  House  and  to  nobody  else. 
There  were  three  sources  of  revenue  men- 
tioned in  the  preamble  of  the  Bill  from 
which  the  money  required  was  to  be  pro- 
duced. Take  the  first.  Nothing  was 
known  of  the  value  of  the  sites  of  the 
buildings  to  be  giiea  up.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cambridge  (Mr.  Powell)  had  moved 
for  certain  Returns  oalcolatra  to  throw 
light  on  the  snt^eot.  but  they  had  not  yet 
been  presented.  Again,  nothing  was  known 
of  the  saving  to  be  effected  in  respect  of 
the  rents  now  paid  for  public  offices  and 
buildings.  Therefore,  be  might  say  that 
as  to  £200.000  of  the  £1,500,000  pro- 
posed to  be  expended  the  House  had  not 
an  item  of  information.  Then,  as  to  the 
second  source;  there  was  £1,000,000  of 
stock  which  was  said  to  be  available;  but 
it  appeared  to  him  that  that  fund  was  en- 
tirely forestalled,  and  be  called  upon  the 
Hoose  to  look  into  the  matter,  and  ha 
asked  the  Government  to  answer  tiie  plain 
statement  which  he  should  make  without 
any  ambiguity,  and  which  would  he  con- 
tained in  a  sentence.  The  inoome  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  arising  from  the  Fee 
Fund,  aooording  to  the  last  amont  which 
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liAd  been  pablUfaed,  was  £162.054,  and 
the  expenditure  £161,700,  leaving  the  ba> 
laneeof  X354.  Now,  was  it  true  that  the 
wh(^  tit  the  moDoy  waa  actually  foraatalled, 
and  that  the  magnifieent  balance  <tf  £354 
was  the  eol;  duposaUe  anwaot  %  But  it 
woa  said  that  these  charges  were  merely 
salaries  and  oompensationa;  that  was  only 
partly  true.  A  large  portioo  of  the  lunaey 
expenses  had  been  thrown  on  the  fund,  and 
there  were  other  charges  amonnting  to 
nearly  £40,000  which  mast  be  suppued. 
Now,  if  they  were  to  lay  hold  of  the  prin- 
cipal, the  interest  of  which  furnished  the 
income  reoeiTed,  he  wished  to  know  how 
there  could  he  any  available  surplus.  Not  a 
single  documeat  had  been  produced  relatisg 
to  the  aoeounta  of  the  Chancery  for  the  year 
1864.  nor  any  Return  to  show  whether 
even  that  imall  som  of  £354  eonld  be  oh- 
t^ned.  But  there  was  slso  this  very  grave 
qoestion— whetbw  they  had  any  right  to 
toneh  the  Fee  Food  at  all.  By  the  5  & 
6  FteC,  e.  84,  it  was  provided  that  all 
the  monies  that  came  from  and  formed 
the  Fee  Fund  should  be  apphed  for  the 
relief  and  better  security  of  the  suitor. 
Kow,  how  couU  they  turn  round  and  say 
they  would  seiae  that  money,  and  not  apply 
it  to  the  relief  of  the  suitor,  but  build  law 
courts  for  the  whole  kingdom  ?  He  did 
not  see  how  that  diflSculty  was  to  be  got 
over.  Then  there  was  another  important 
question.  Food  "B"  was  guarantee  for 
the  stock  "A,"  bat  some  suspicion  ap- 
peared to  be  entertained,  for  the  Kll  pro- 
vided that  the  Consolidated  Fond  might 
be  called  upon  to  pay;  and  if  the  stock 
were  to  fall  te-mwrow  to  80  there  would 
he  a  deBeien^  in  the  stock  "  A'*  to  the 
extent  of  £174,000,  so  that  the  guarantee 
of  Fund  "  B"  to  the  stock  "  A"  was  a 
'  solid  guarantee.  The  real  question  was, 
whether  the  whole  money  waa  already  ex- 
pended, and  DO  ingenious  calculator  could 
make  oat  how  these  obligations  could  be 
satisfied,  bearing  in  mind  that  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  expenditure  was  not  such 
an  expenditure  as  would  vanish  as  lives 
dropped.  At  all  events,  these  funds  must 
come  out  of  some  source  or  other,  and  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  only  real  source 
was  the  Consolidated  Fund,  or,  in  other 
words»  tiie  porse  of  the  conntiy.  On  the 
fint  point  the  House  waa  without  any  in> 
formation.  The  second  source  was  a  very 
doubtful  one,  and  it  was  doubtful  if  there 
was  anything  to  apply  except  the  £354, 
which  he  had  before  referred  to.  With  re- 
spect to  the  third  source  of  supply,  the  fees 
upon  law  proceedings,  that  app«u«d  to  bo 
Sir  Mmrp  WtUM^h^ 


a  very  serious  matter,  ud  qrnte  caaivary 
to  the  legislaUon  of  laodera  days,  which 
had  been  rathw  to  release  amtora  from  hm 
than  to  increase  tiiom.  He  Aoi^ht  Ae 
Honae  would  agree  with  him  in  thinking 
that  there  were  never  three  more  sneertain 
sources  of  revenue  than  those  invested  in 
the  preamble  of  the  Bill.  Ho  hoped  the 
House  would  pause  until  it  received  more 
information,  in  order  that  every  Member 
might  judge  for  himself  whether  or  no»  as 
any  deficiency  of  means  mutt  be  supplied 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  he  waa  givi^ 
a  wholesome  financial  vote,  and  he  there- 
fore begged  to  move  an  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  from 
the  word  '*  That"  to  the  end  of  the  Ques- 
tion, in  order  to  add  the  words  '*  this 
House  will  upon  this  day  month  resolve 
itself  into  the  said  Committee,"  instead 
thereof.— (i^tr  Bmry  WilUmghbjf.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  park  of  the 
Question." 

Ths  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  hoped 
that  the  hon.  Baronet  would  not  persevwe 
in  offering  opposition  to  the  progress  of 
this  measure,  which  was  the  result  of  as 
much  deliberation  as  had  ever  been  given 
to  any  measure  with  which  he  was  ac- 
quainted. It  was  discouraging  to  those 
who  had  charge  of  it  that  Uiree  times 
over  they  should  be  reqaired  to  make  the 
same  explanation  to  the  Honae.  The 
hon.  Baronet  complained  that  soflMent 
information  had  not  been  given  with  re- 
gard to  the  principal  fund  mentioned  in 
the  preamble,  and  upon  which  they  pn^ 
posed  to  go  for  one  million  of  tiie  money. 
Now,  if  ever  there  was  a  subjeet  oom- 
pletely  exhansted  by  inqntry  and  by  the 
information  which  had  been  affarded,  it 
was  the  history,  nature,  liabilities,  and 
amount  of  that  fund.  The  Commission 
of  1860  investigated  the  subject,  not  for 
the  first  time,  and  examined  all  the  deal- 
ings of  Parliament  respecting  it ;  and  the 
existence  of  that  fund,  with  the  maximum 
amonnt  of  the  charges  to  which  it  was 
liable,  waa  as  certain  as  the  existence  of 
the  Kationid  Debt.  A  dear  exphtnation 
had  been  given  aa  to  the  mode  in  which 
the  fund  vreuld  he  made  available.  It 
was  tree  that  there  waa  a  large  amount 
of  annual  charge  upon  the  million  of 
stock ;  but  there  waa  another  fund  of 
£500,000  more  which  stood  in  exactly 
the  same  position,  and  which  the  Oovem- 
ment  did  not  profess  to  touch  for  the  pur- 
pose of  this  bntldingf  hot  whieh  th^y  did 


605         Contit  ffJuttm  [Febbvut 


23,  1865) 


606 


rdy  apOD  to  uswer  the  ohargoB  upon  the 
million.  Ths  inoome  ariavig  from  the 
£1.500,00a  was,  of  coarse,  j&45,000  a 
jear.  Now,  thecharges  upon  the  fund  eom- 
priied  Mm*  £50,000  of  termiaable  eompeo- 
t^ions — life  annnities  whieh  were  falling  in 
from  year  to  year,  and  would  all,  accord- 
ing to  reliable  oaleulations,  expire  in  about 
eighteen  years  if  not  redeemed.  The  Go- 
vernment proposed  to  reserre  this  half 
million  in  order  to  meet  these  charges, 
either  by  redeeming  them  or  by  paying 
the  amount  which  from  time  to  time  might 
be  required.  Mr.  Finlaison,  the  accountant 
of  tbe  Treasury,  had  made  an  eiact  valoa- 
tion,  by  whieh  it  appeared  that  to  buy  up 
the  whole  of  the  £50,000  oF  compensation 
anniuties  would  require  £437,936. 

Sib  henry  WILLOUGHBY  asted, 
whether  this  dooument  had  been  hud  on 
the  table. 

Thb  attorney  general  said,  it 
had  no^  bttt  he  had  stated  on  a  former 
ofloasion  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  gi?e 
the  exact  details  of  the  calculation.  Even 
without  such  an  estimate,  howerer,  hon. 
Members  could  satisfy  themselves,  aa  he 
had,  that  the  £500,000  would  be  eaough 
to  answer  this  charge  of  £50.000,  because, 
reckoning  the  deficiency  of  income  at 
£30,000  a  year,  and  assuming  tbe  truth 
of  the  calculation  that  these  annuities 
wonid  run  out  In  eighteen  years,  there 
would  remain  a  surplns  of  not  less  than 
£150.000.  As  to  the  estimate  of 
£200.000  for  the  value  of  public  sites 
now  occapied  by  courts  of  justice  and 
offices,  or  for  which  tbe  public  paid  rent, 
that  estimate  was  within  the  mark.  These 
sites  were :— 1.  The  courts  and  offices  at 
Westminster.  2.  Offices  (rented)  for  the 
Common  Law  Courts.  3.  Offices  at  Doc- 
tors' Commons  attached  to  the  Court  of 
Probate  and  Divorce.  4.  Offiees  in  Doc- 
tors* Commons  for  Registry  of  Court  of 
AdminJty.  5.  Offices  in  Sontbampton 
Buildings  (formerly  the  Masters*  Offices, 
now  used  for  Patent  business  and  for 
Registrars).  6.  Offices,  &c,  of  the  Rolls 
Court  and  Examiners,  and  Petty  Bag 
Office  in  Rolls  estate,  4c.  7.  Common 
Lav  Judges*  Chambers.  8.  Insolvont 
Debtors'  Court  (new  Land  Registry  Offioe) 
in  Portugal  Street.  9.  Registries  of  Deeds 
by  Uarned  Wommi  and  of  Joint-stock 
Cempauies.  The  enumeration  of  these 
sites  would  satisfy  hon.  Members  that 
the  sum  of  £200.000  was  a  moderate 
one.  It  was  proposed  to  charge  the  fees 
so  as  to  afl^t  the  suitors  as  lighUy  as  pos- 
sible ;  and  it  was  ascertained  by  the  pub- 


lished judioial  statistics  that  an  additioa 
of  upon  each  writ  issned  from  the 

common  law  courts,  and  of  6s.  Sd.  upon 
every  ^rant  of  probate  or  letter  of  acuni- 
mstration,  or  a  peroentage  of  3d.  upon 
everything  above  £100,  aa  it  might  he 
determined,  would  be  sufficient  to  pay  the 
whole  contribution  required  from  the  com- 
mon law  courts  and  the  Court  of  Probate. 
This  would  he  an  almost  imperceptible 
charge  upon  the  suitors.  As  far  as  the 
Q-overnment  were  aware,  the  members  of 
everj  branch  of  the  profession  connected 
with  tbe  common  law  courts  and  the 
Probate  and  Divorce  Court  desired  the 
passing  of  this  measure,  and  were  satisfied 
that  it  should  pass  upon  these  terms  ;  and 
he  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  House  would 
not  assent  to  the  Motion. 

Question,  "  That  tbe  words  proposed  to 
be  left  out  stand  part  of  tbe  Question," 
put,  and  agrud  to. 

Mun  Question  put,  and  agreed  (0, 
Bill  GOimdertd  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Comnuttee.) 
Clause  3  (Advances  to  be  mode  by  the 
Paymaster  CKueral.) 

Mb.  ROLT  said,  he  wished  to  draw  at- 
tention to  the  necessity  of  providing  some 
access  from  the  Temple  to  the  new  courts, 
without  persons  being  obliged  to  cross  the 
crowded  thoroughfares  of  Fleet  Street  and 
the  Strand.  He  had  no  doubt  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Oovemment  to  give  such 
access,  and  if  so  he  hoped  that  words  would 
be  introduced  into  the  clause  for  that  pnr- 
pose. 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  said, 
that  important  object  would  be  kept  in 
view,  and  he  thought  that  the  words  of  the 
clause  were  sufficient  to  enable  what  tbe 
hon.  and  learned  Oentieman  suggested  to 
be  done. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Remaining  Clauses  agreed  to* 

Thb  ATTORNEY  OENERAL  moved 
the  following  New  Clause  :— 

"  The  plan  upon  whieh  the  said  baildings  shall 
be  erected,  and  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
the  proper  and  oonTenient  acoommodation  of  all 
the  oourtB  and  offices  to  be  provided  for  therein, 
shall  be  determined  upon  the  Treasury,  with 
the  adrice  and  eoncnrrenoe  of  inch  persons  as 
Her  Uaies^  shall  think  fit  to  aatborise  in  tiiat 
behalf ;  and  after  the  completion  of  the  said  build- 
ings Iler  Mi^sty  may,  by  Order  in  Oounoil,  from 
time  to  time  nominate  and  appoint  such  persona 
as  She  shall  think  fit,  with  suoh  powers  to  super- 
intend and  regotate  the  nli  *""^^?f2?|f>9^ 
videibr  thepw^oareaad  mainwwtnelfqffw, 
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and  abo  (if  it  ahall  be  found  neoMMiy)  to  vary 
from  time  to  time  the  internal  arnugements  of 
the  said  boildings,  and  the  parpoaee  to  or  for 
which  anj  part  thereof  n»f  be  used  or  appro- 
plated,  as  to  Her  Majesty  shall  seem  proper  and 
•xpodient.  Provided  alwajs  tiiat  no  order*  or 
TSguUtions  requiring  any  ezpenditore  of  poblio 
money  shall  be  made  by  snob  persons  without  tiie 
eoDsuit  of  the  Treasury." 

Mb.  fiOLT  said,  that  although  this 
meamre  bod  not  been  mooh  diseiused  in 
the  HouM,  ita  proTi^ns  had  been  very 
carefullj  conudered  bj  those  who  were 
ioterested  id  the  question  out  of  doors.  A 
proof  of  that  was  to  be  found  in  the  part 
of  the  present  clause  which  provided  for 
the  establishment  of  a  Commission  to  toper- 
intend  and  regulate  the  oew  buildings. 
The  Society  of  the  Temple,  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  suggested,  in  a  petition 
which  they  presented  to  the  House,  the  ne- 
cessity for  such  a  prorision,  and  attbough 
this  clause  had  not  been  framed  exacUy 
in  the  form  which  they  recommended^  he 
admitted  they  could  not  ask  for  more. 

Su  HENRT  WILLOUOHBT  aaked, 
whether  the  Treasury  was  to  have  power 
to  spend  mooer  upon  these  courts  without 
coming  to  Parliament  ? 

The  ATTORNBT  GENERAL  ex- 
plained that  the  clause  did  not  authorize 
the  Treasury  to  spend  money,  but  provided 
that  the  persons  who  should  have  the  care 
of  the  building  should  not  hare  power  to 
make  any  order  without  the  consent  of  the 
Treasury.  If  the  Treasury  consented  to 
any  order  iuTolving  an  expenditure  of 
money,  they  would  hare  to  apply  to  Par- 
liament for  the  funds  in  the  usual  nunnw. 

CUuse  agrud  to. 

Kll  reportedt  as  amended  to  be  consi- 
dered on  MimAa/g  next. 

COURTS  OP  JUSTICE  CONCENTRATION 
(SITE)  BILL-[BiLLll.j 
8E00ITD  BEAOmfi. 

Mootd,  That  the  BUI  be  now  read  2*.— 
{Mr,  Cowper.) 

Ur.  BOLT  said,  he  thought  it  would  be 
right  to  insert  some  words  meeting  the  dif- 
ficulty to  which  he  had  alluded,  and  recog- 
nising tlie  necessity  of  forming  means  of 
access  to  the  courts  when  coostruoted,  as 
apart  of  the  scheme.  In  that  view  he 
shoald  j^re  notice  of  an  Amendment  which 
voold  have  the  effisot  of  providing  suitable 
access  from  the  Temple  to  the  new  courts. 

Mb.  cowper  said,  that  by  the  Bill 
only  BO  much  of  the  site  was  taken  as  was 
absolalely  necessary  for  the  building.  It 


was,  tliereforei  not  posuUe  by  diBt  BiU  to 
obtain  power  to  make  a  bridge  over  tha 
street,  or  a  tnnnd  under  it,  ont  the  Qo- 
veroment  would  be  very  glad  if  the  hen. 
and  learned  Gentleman's  legal  aenmen 
would  enable  them  to  insert  anyAing  which 
would  secure  to  the  GoTcmment  the  poww 
of  doing  either  of  tbose  thbgs. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2«,  and  eoamittod  to  a  Select 
Committee. 

And,  on  February  24,  Select  Committee 
nominated  as  follows : — 

Kr.  Oowpu,  Mr.  Sklwtm,  Mr.  CuwroaDj 
Mr.  Hdbbat,  and  three  Members  to  be  Dominatod 
by  the  OommittM  of  SeleetinL 

BANK  KOTES  ISSUE  BILL.-CB1U  IS.] 

SBOOKD  RKADIHe. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time. ' ' — (Mr.  Chaneellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said :  The  present 
Bill  oootemplatea  no  object  of  sufficient 
importance  to  compensate  for  the  disap- 
pointment that  will  be  felt,  when  it  is  known 
it  is  all  that  is  to  be  expected  aa  a  subsU- 
tute  for  a  Urger  measure  of  banking 
reform.  It  may  have  been  a  mistake ; 
and,  if  so,  I  do  not  wish  to  attach  undue 
importance  to  it,  but  oertMoly,  in  the  dis- 
cussion on  Scotch  banks  last  Seasion,  it 
was  understood  to  have  been  announced  by 
the  right  boa.  Gentleman  the  ChanceUor  of 
the  Exeheqnw,  that  the  banking  STstom 
of  England  wenld  be  reconsiderea  and 
amended,  preUminarj  tO  umilar  measarM 
applicable  to  Scotland  and  Ireland.  Since 
that  announcement  was  made,  much  io- 
tercst  has  been  exoited  in  various  quarters, 
and  particularly  in  the  burgh  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  represent.  It  was  seen  that 
no  beneficial  change  in  the  banking  of 
Scotland  could  be  made,  except  in  cw- 
formity  with  any  change  of  law  and  system 
to  be  adopted  in  England.  Hence  the  whole 
policy  of  the  Acts  of  1844  and  1845  have 
been  keenly  canvassed,  and  more  especially 
the  important  question  has  been  raised — 
should  there  be  one  bank  only  invested 
with  the  exolusive  privilege  of  issue,  or 
shoald  thore  be  Tariona  eompeting  banks  t 
It  is  a  disapp<^tment,  and  will  be  as 
soeh  in  nutny  qnartMs,  that,  instead  of  a 
comprehensive  measare,  this  small,  and  in 
some  respects,  objectionable  Bill,  has  been 
introduced.  No  doubt  it  provides  a  remedj 
Ck  riitrictioBB  andi 
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banki  of  i«ae  are  now  plaeed.   There  can 
be  no  objeetion  in  principle  to  sneb  com- 
panies being  allowea  to  pay  their  notes  in 
London,  and  to  issue  them  agaia  within 
three  miles  of  the  same  centre  ;  nor,  so  far 
as  those  companies  themseWos  are  con- 
cerned, can  there  be  any  objection  to  their 
allowing  to  the  Government  whatever  per- 
centage on  their  issues  they  may  consider 
to  be  a  fair  eqaivaloDt  for  their  extended 
priTilegee.    But  in  the  interest  of  the  pub- 
lio  an  important  <|ue8tion  arises— Are  bank 
issues  a  fit  subject  for  taxation  f  and  if 
they  are  to  be  held  ai  a  right  or  privilege 
which  the  State  may  eonfer  or  refuse  at  its 
pleasnre,  and  ^erefore  mapr  sell  at  aach  a 
price  as  can  be  obtained, »  there  not  in- 
enrred  a  oorrelative  obUgation  that  the 
State  shall  guarantee  the  issues  which  it 
taxes  ?  In  regard  to  the  expediency  of  the 
proposal,  it  is  obvious  enough  that  taxing 
bank  issues,  though  primarily  a  tax  on 
bankers,  is  in  reality  a  tax  on  the  trade 
and  industry  of  the  country.    It  is  a  funda- 
mental principle  of  our  commercial  legisla- 
tion that  the  raw  materials  of  manufacture 
should  not  be  charged  with  import  duties. 
On  the  same  principle*  capital,  which  may 
he  regarded  as  the  indispensable  raw  mate- 
rial of  all  commercial  undertakings,  and 
which  according  to  its  value  affects  the 
cost  of  whatever  is  produced,  should  be 
exempted  from  taxation.  Bat  the  question 
of  priuoiple  is  more  important  aUU.  If 
Parliament  eonaents  to  a  Government  tax 
on  issues,  it  admits  that  sueh  issues  are  a 
property  belonging  to  the  Stale— that  they 
may  be  withheld  or  conferred  at  the  sole 
pleasure  of  the  Minister — who  is  thus  in- 
vested with  the  absolute  control  of  the 
banking  system  of  the  country.  According 
to  bis  pleosure  he  may  contract  or  expand 
issues,  and  thus  affect  the  value  of  all  pro- 
perty.   Such  a  power  is  not  only  capable 
of  abuse,  but  is  contrary  to  every  soond 
economical  principle.    Something  may  be 
said  for  the  interference  of  Government 
with  banks  of  issue,  so  far  as  to  require 
them  to  give  security  for  notes  issued  to 
^e  public  by  a  deposit  of  Consols  or  other 
Government  stocks,  and  perhaps  some 
other  regnlatifHia ;  but  it  is  eontran  to  all 
experience  to  aasnme  that  the  rigid,  nnin- 
telligentf  ansoientific  rule  of  State  agency 
can  be  advantageously  enbstitnted  for  the 
free  action  of  competing  banks.  Free  com- 
petition is  the  only  security  that  the  public 
will  be  fully,  cautiously,  and  economically 
supplied  with  bank  notes,  and  these  notes 
based  on  many  stocks  of  gold,  instead  of 
VOL.  CLXXVIL  rxsmnuB.] 
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one  only,  wonld  be  more  certainly  conver- 
tible in  a  period  of  alarm  than  they  can  be 
regarded  to  be  at  present.  If  the  principle 
is  wrong  it  ought  to  be  resisted.  It  almost 
seems  that  the  small  gain  to  the  Exche- 
quer has  been  the  leading  object  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.    He  is  anxious  to 
introduce  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge,  and 
step  by  step  to  subject  all  bank  issues  to 
taxation.    Now  is  the  time  to  resist  tlie 
principle.    No  doubt  the  Act  of  1844  has 
provided  that  the  profita  on  lapsed  issues  of 
country  banks  taken  op  by  the  Bank  of 
England  should  be  accounted  for  to  the 
State  ;  but  notwithstanding  of  that  prece- 
dent in  a  Bill  which  was  avowedly  only 
temporary  in  its  provisions,  the  right  of 
the  State  to  make  a  charge  on  issues  has 
not  hitherto  been  admitted,  and  the  present 
Bill  fairly  raises  the  question.     At  all 
evenip,  if  the  State  is  to  derive  profit  on 
issues,  it  should  certainly  afford  a  guarantee 
to  the  noteholders.    In  so  far  as  the  pre- 
sent Bill  bears  on  the  principle  of  the  Act 
of  1844  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  objects 
of  that  statute.    Without  doubt,  and  al- 
most by  distinct  admission,  the  framers  of 
that  Act  contemplated  that  there  should 
ultimately  be  only  one  bank  of  issue 
throughout  the  kingdom,  and  that  by  de- 
grees the  privileges  of  all  other  banks 
should  be  withdrawn  and  vested  in  the 
Bank  of  England.    Bat  the  present  Bill  is 
a  step  in  the  opposite  direotion.  Issuing 
banks  in  oompetition  with  the  Bonk  m 
England  are  now  to  be  bronght  into  Lon- 
don for  all  purposes  of  banking  except 
issue,  and,  as  regards  issue,  they  may  now 
approach  within  three  miles  of  the  same 
centre,  instead  of  sixty-five  miles  as  at  pre- 
sent.   Country  banks  may  also  unite  and 
amalgamate,  and  private  banks  may  in- 
crease their  number  of  partners,  retaining 
their  respective  authorized  issues.  There 
is  thus  a  machinery  provided  by  which  large 
banks  may  be  enabled  to  compete  with  the 
Bank  of  England,  in  so  far  as  that  can  be 
done  at  a  distance  of  three  miles  from 
London.   This  will  be  no  objection  to  those 
who  dislike  the  Act  of  1844 ;  but,  whether 
intended  or  not,  the  ^liey  of  that  Act  is 
assuled  by  the  provisiona  of  the  present 
Bill.   It  fumost  leema  as  if  all  other  con- 
sequenoei  have  been  disr^arded  in  die 
eager  denre  to  tax  issues.    But  the  great- 
est objection  to  this  Bill  is,  that  it  must  be 
regarded  as  postponing  the  consideration  of 
the  general  policy  of  our  present  Bank 
Acts,    Bonks  of  issue  are  empowered  to 
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Janaarj,  1890.  No  doubt,  there  is  a  pro- 
Tisioo  for  granting  compensation,  abonld 
that  right  be  withdrawn  at  an  earlier 
poried.  But  to  a  considerable  extent  the 
present  Bill  will  obstmet  new  arrange- 
ments, raise  questions  with  the  metropo- 
litan joint-stock  banks,  and  complicate 
the  anomalies  which  alreadj  exist  to  snch 
an  extent  as  will  probablj  result  in  the 
postponement  of  all  improToment  in  oar 
banking  sjstem  for  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
To  maoj  that  prospect  is  alarming.  A 
large  and  inoreasing  number  of  persons, 
whose  experience  entitles  their  opinions  to 
wei{^t.  regard  the  present  Bank  Acts  as 
most  injorioas  to  tiie  pablie  interest.  Thej 
beVere  that  the  expenenee  of  twenty  years 
has  eondemned  these  Acts,  and  ^at  a  re- 
consideration of  the  principles  on  which 
Uiey  are  based  is  nrgently  demanded.  The 
■tate  of  the  world  is  different  from  what 
it  was  twenty  years  ago.  The  more- 
meats  of  commerce  are  not  only  greater 
but  much  more  active.  Steam  and  the 
telegraph  hare  made  Earope,  India,  and 
America  one  and  the  same  for  financial 
purposes ;  and  no  demand  for  capital  arises 
within  that  vide  area,  hat  Uie  impnise  is 
oommanicated  to  its  oenire  from  its  farthest 
extremity.  Are  the  few  millions  of  gold 
in  the  Bank  of  England  eqnal  to  bear  these 
constant  demands  ?  What  wonder  is  there 
that  its  dffoetors,  tied  np  by  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  with  their  capital  invested 
in  n  Ooremment  loan,  should  be  in  con- 
stant alarm,  and  commanieate  their  fears 
to  the  pnblio  by  spasmodie  action  in  their 
rates  of  discoant!  But  this  is  not  all. 
Those  adrerse  exchanges  which  frequently 
arise,  and  which  the  bank  directors  are 
expested  to  redress,  proceed  from  causes 
orer  which  they  have  no  control.  The 
joint-stock  banks  and  the  large  discount 
houses  issue  credit  money  to  ten  times  the 
amount  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  their 
cheques  and  bills  as  effectually  stimulate 
prices  and  depreciate  the  currency  as  an 
OTor  issue  of  notes.  But  those  parties 
who  thos  derange  the  exchanges  are  re- 
lieved from  all  responsibility  for  tbeir  own 
acts.  A  drain  for  gold  causes  tiiem  no 
inconvenience.  They  devolve  that  on  the 
Bank  of  England  and  the  pnblro.  The 
obvious  remedy  for  this  evil  would  be  msny 
banks  properiy  constituted,  each  provided 
with  stocks  of  gold  sufficient  for  its  own 
Uabilites ;  and,  as  sure  as  there  is  econo- 1 
mica]  truth  in  the  doctrines  of  free  trade,  a 
sufficient  remedy  would  be  found  for  exist- 
ing evils.  I  would  maeh  rather  that  some 
Mr,  Su^aium 


other  Ifember  <tf  the  Honie  riionld  take 
action  in  this  matter,  but  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  move,  an  Amendment  to  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill— 

**  Thst  it  is  expodient  to  inqaire  into  the  work- 
ag  and  •ffrat  of  the  7  &  8  Vkt.  o.  S3,  and  the 
8  A  9  Via.  e.  88,  for  rmUtiag  banks  of  Ihm  in 
the  U^ted  Kingdom,  aaa  Uiat  ia  the  mesntioie 
the  second  reMioe  of  the  BUI  bow  befim  the 
Bonee  be  postpoaea.'* 

Amendment  propoiBed, 

To  leftve  cot  from  the  wwd  "  That"  to  the  end  of 
the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words  **  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  inquire  into  the  working  and  eflbote  of 
the  Acta  7  A  8  Vic.  o.  S3,  and  8  A  9  Vic.  o.  38, 
regulKttng  Banks  of  Issue  in  Ae  Dnited  Kingdom, 
mi  tlimt,  in  the  meantime,  the  Seoond  Reading  of 
the  BiU  before  the  House  be  poetpsned,"— (Jfi*. 
Buchanan,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  words 
proposed  to  In  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

Question." 

Mr.  BAXTER  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  the  various  provisions 
of  this  Bill,  but  rather  to  put  a  question 
to  tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He 
certainly  understood  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man last  year  to  say  that  he  would  be 
prepared  this  Session  to  bring  forward  a 
comprehensive  measure,  or.  at  all  events, 
to  enter  on  an  inveslimtion  of  a  eompra- 
hensive  character.  The  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  eoold  not  hare  forgotten  the 
speech  delivered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  the  seoond  reading  of  the  Bill  in- 
troduced by  him  (Sir  John  Hay),  Thcj 
were  then  told  that  the  whole  system  of 
tlie  law  with  respect  to  banking  required 
consideration  and  amendment,  and  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  objected  to  that 
Bill  on  the  ground  that  it  legislated  for 
Scotland  before  there  had  been  any  legisla- 
tion for  England  or  the  United  Kingdom  ; 
and  that  the  time  was  fast  approaching 
when  the  attention  of  Parliament  would 
necessarily  be  directed  to  this  important 
subject.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
cluded his  speech  in  these  words  — 

"  The  time  must  come  when  it  will  be  neoer 
sarj  for  the  Government  to  propose  tbe  adoption 
of  some  wdl-eonsidered  leheme  for  the  fbrther 
devetopoieat  and  advancement  of  several  of  tbe 
ptovisnns  of  tbe  Aoto  of  18U  and  1846." 

He  wished  to  know  whether  they  were 
to  consider  this  Bill  as  the  fulfilment  of 
that  promise.  If  the  measure  now  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  was  tbe  only  one  he 
was  prepared  to  produce  after  the  declara- 
tion made  last  year  there  would  be  a  feel- 
ing of  very  g«ien4,,^|r^^^^S 
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a  veiy  luge  aortifiii  of  tiM  menantiU 
eommmritjr  of  SiBod«nd.  With  regard  also 
to  tlHi  Bill,  lie  hoped,  if  tlie  feeond  read- 
ing Tare  passed,  whieh  he  sttppoted  it 
would,  the  right  hon.  Geatleman  woald  re- 
eoDBider  the  1 3th  elatise,  ginng  compoDsar 
tiens  in  eases  of  bankniptoj,  sod  which  he 
thought  liable  to  rerj  great  objeetioD, 
before  going  into  Committee. 

Mb.  white  said,  he  thought  piece- 
meal legiriatien  on  this  question  altogether 
inexpedient.    The  time  had  arrived  when 
tbej  engfat  to  address  themselres  to  a  full 
inqoiry  into  the  Banking  Acts  affeettng 
not  only  England,  but  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land.   He  quite  admitted  that  the  5th 
elanse  of  the  proposed  Bill  dealt  with 
ft  real  grievance ;  that  the  restriction 
on  the  nvmber  of  partners,  in  the  ease 
of  banka  of  issue,  was  a  preminm  on 
vnsonndnesB,  and  that  the  prohibitiOM 
f^m  baring  a  bouse  in  London  or  within 
sixtjr-fiTO  miles  was   a   piece  of  eicep- 
tkmal  legislation  whtcb   shoald   be  ro- 
moTod  ;  bat  after  the  deelarntion  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  last  year  that 
the  whole  qnestion  should  engage  the  early 
attention  of  the   Qoremnient   and  the 
House,  he  thought  they  should  postpone 
legislation  to  a  more  fitting  period,  or 
rather  till  a  full  inquiry  had  taken  place 
into  the  operation  of  the  Bank  Acts  of 
England,  IreUud,  and  Scotland.  When 
he  said  this,  he  was  quite  aware  that 
the  present  Fariiament  was  so  near  the 
term  of  its  legal  duration  that  it  would 
not  he  expedient  that  a  Committee  of  that 
House  shoald  be  appointed.   And,  indeed, 
with  all  respect  for  that  House,  he  was 
scarcely  of  o[Hiiion  that  a  Select  Com- 
mrttee  of  that  House  was  the  best  body 
for  eottdueting  the  inquiry.     He  should 
prefer  that  a  Royal  Commission  should  be 
appointed,  and  he  thought  Uiere  would  be  a 
peculiar  fitness  in  issuing  a  Commission  of 
Inquiry  now,  seeing  that  the  Government  of 
France  had  just  appointed  a  Commission 
to  inquire  into  the  same  subject.   He  could 
assure  the  Ghaneellor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  there  was  a  popular  belief  that  the 
operation  of  the  Cnrreaey  Aet  tended  to 
make  the  rieh  richer  and  the  poor  poorer. 
When  the  last  Committee  sat  there  was 
bat  a  partial  inquiry,  but  be  would  read 
the  following  extract  from  the  Report  of 
that  Committee 

"  Witboat  en  taring  Into  anj  question  respect- 
ing the  Israe  of  amoll  notes  on  the  credit  of 
the  Bute,  tbe  Committee  desire  it  to  be  ooder- 
stood  as  thrir  opinion  that  tbe  snl^  of  tbe 


issat  of  smati  M)tes  io  Irebwd  and  Sotfland  sad 

of  prirate  Issttea  genersllj  in  the  UnUed  King- 
dom shoald  be  reserred  for  tbe  fntnre  oonudera- 
tien  of  Parilsment  without  ^jodloa." 

That  was  en  July  30. 1858.  Kearly  seven 
yean  bad  elapsed  since  that  period,  and 
no  inquiry   whatever  bed   taken  place. 
Again,  since  that  period  the  principle  of 
limited  liability  had  been  aanotioned  by 
legislation,  not  only  in  banks  but  in  other 
industrial  undertakings.   He  need  not  say 
(hat  this  was  a  novel  feature,  and  tbe  effect 
which  it  might  have  en  our  monetary  rela- 
tions certainly  demanded  investigaticm  ; 
besides  whieh  thwe  bad  risen  up  gigantic 
financial  corporations,  boUi  in  England  and 
the  Continent,  whieh  made  an  inqniry 
the  more  argent.   The  sunportara  <^  tha 
Banking  Act  of  1844  told  them  that  tbe 
objeet  of  it  was  to  prevent  fluetnations  in 
the  value  of  money  ;  but  what  bad  been 
the  effect  ?    Last  Session  Lord  Overstooe 
moved  for  a  Return  of  tbe  miniouiin  rate 
of  discount  charged  by  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land from  the  passing  of  the  Bank  Act  of 
1844  to  the  5th  of  May  in  last  year,  and 
from  that  Return  be  found  that  in  1 858there 
were  six  changes  in  the  rate,  whieb  varied 
from  2\  per  cent  to  6  per  cent ;  ie  1859 
there  were  five  changes,  and  the  rate  varied 
from  2\  per  cent  to  4|  per  cent ;  ia  1860 
there  were  eleven  changes,  and  the  varia- 
tion was  from  3  per  cent  to  6  per  cent ;  in 
1861  there  were  eleven  changes,  and  the 
variation  was  from  3  per  cent  to  8  per 
cent;  in  1862  five  changes,  from  2  per  cent 
to  3  per  eent  j  in  1863,  there  were  twelve 
changea.  and  tbe  variation  was  from  3  per 
cent  to  8  per  eent.    The  year  1864opened 
with  tbe  rate  of  7  per  eent  and  closed  at 
6  per  cent,  and  during  the  year  there 
were  the  unju'eoedented  number  of  fifteen 
changes  io  tbe  minimum  rate  of  discount 
cbai^d  by  the  Bank  of  England.  In 
tbe  first  quarter  the  rate  vsried  from 
6  per  eent  to  8  per  cent  ;  in  the  second, 
from  6  per  cent  to  9  peroent ;  io  the  third 
from  6  per  cent  to  9  per  eeot,  in  the 
fourth,  from  6  per  ceot  to  8  per  cent. 
No  one  of  these  changes  was  less  than 
1  per  eent,  whilst  the  aver^  rate  of 
the  year  exceeded  7  per  cent.   Mo  Act 
of  Parliament  eoald  prevent  finctnationa 
in,  or  determine  the  value  of  moneyi  hot 
s^l  he  did  Aink  when  a  law  had  been 
put  to  the  test  and  had  signally  fisiled 
that  the  time  bad  arrived  when  it  riMHrid 
be  inquired  into.     In  his  opinion  it  was 
entirely  owing  to  ^e  remarkable  saga- 
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iMt  antuinDt  tlut  thej  cHd  not  have  a 
recnrrenee  of  the  dtaastera  of  former 
panics  ;  but  then  they  oould  act  always 
be  Bure  that  the  same  wisdom  end  fore- 
sight would  prevail  in  the  management,  and 
hence  the  necessity  for  some  other  seenrity. 
It  bad  been  said  tiiiat  the  Act  of  1844  was 
intended  to  check  speculation.  ["  No  !"] 
At  any  rate,  whatever  the  intention  of  the 
Kciy  it  was  undeniable  that  speculation  is 
now  more  rampant  than  ever.  When  they  re- 
flected on  the  wealth  and  inexhaustible  re- 
Boorces  of  tha  eonntry,  Uiey  mnat  see  that 
matters  were  not  in  a  soand  state  when  the 
transfer  of  a  few  millions  prodaeed,  if  not 
a  panic,  at  least  oneasiness  aod  distress. 
It  was  clearly  an  nnhealthy  symptom  that 
the  pnrohase  of  a  million  of  gold  should 
raise  the  rate  of  loanable  capital  1  per 
cent.  In  support  of  his  viewa  he  might 
cite  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Tooke» 
the  founder  of  the  Political  Economy 
Olab,  and  a  high  authority  on  such  questions 
who  said  that  the  Act  of  1844  was  one  of 
the  most  wanton,  ill-adrised,  pedantic,  rash 
pieces  of  legislation  he  ever  knew,  and  that 
in  its  consequences  it  had  proved  a  lament- 
able failure.  Mr.  John  Stoart  MtH'aopinion 
was  also  on  bis  side.  Bis  own  conviction  was 
that  any  Icfpslative  interference  with  hank- 
ing was  onjust  and  injurious.  There  were 
no  reasons  why  banking  should  be  ex- 
empted from  the  operation  of  those  prin- 
dples  of  free  trade  which  had  been  so 
Buccessfnl  in  other  cases.  A  formw  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  James  Wilson, 
vsed  to  say  he  could  never  nnderstand 
how  persona  calling  themselves  free  tra- 
ders could  think  of  ezcludiog  banking 
from  the  application  of  their  favourite 
principle.  The  banking  abuses  wfaioh 
occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  this  cen- 
tury were  not  attnbatable  to  anything  in- 
herently wrong  in  the  system,  but  to  the 
legalized  and  long  continued  suspension  of 
cash  payments  (from  1797  to  1821)  by  the 
Bank  of  England,  aod  to  legislative  restric- 
tions as  to  the  number  of  partners  in  each 
bank,  aod  other  obstmctiTe  enactments.  In  , 
Scotland,  banking  before  1845  was  con- 
ducted on  the  principle  of  nuicstricted 
competition  and  without  any  Government 
interferoicc  whatever;  and  it  was  for  that 
system  be  pleaded  now.  In  China  there 
was  perfect  free  trade  in  banking,  and  tiio 
Oovernment  had  found  that  the  less  they 
meddled  the  better  it  was  for  all  conoerned. 
The  ooDsequenee  was  that  there  were 
thonsands  of  bankers  in  ChioB.  In  Shang- 
hai alone  there  were  probiUrly  three  or 
Mr.  WkiU 


foor  times  as  many  as  in  Londm.  Nobody 
ever  heard  of  a  British  merchant  losing 
money  by  the  notes  of  a  Chinese  banker  ; 
but  of  course  a  selection  was  made  of 
paper  for  acceptance.  In  Scotland  the 
system  he  advocated  had  been  found  to 
work  well,  and,  as  had  been  truly  said, 
although  two  joint-stock  Scotch  banks  had 
failed,  the  creditors  all  received  20«.  in 
the  pound.  He  held  that  the  time  bad 
arrived  for  a  fair,  full,  and  comprehen- 
sive inquiry  into  the  sobject ;  but  in 
asking  for  that  he  wished  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  he  did  not  seek  to  alter  the 
convertibility  of  our  paper  Issaes.  He 
was  a  bullionist  in  the  strictest  sense. 

The  chancellor  of  xhb  EXCHE- 
QUEE  :  I  rise  new  to  remove  a  misappre- 
hension from  the  mind  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Glasgow.  He  says  that  last  year  I, 
as  well  as  some  other  Members,  and  in 
particular  a  Gentleman  of  high  authoritj 
on  such  matters — the  Governor  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  whose  absence  to-night 
we  all  regret — expressed  the  opinion  that  it 
would  be  desirable  for  Parliament,  at  a 
period  which  was  approaching,  to  revise 
the  Acts  of  1844  and  1845,  with  a  view 
to  the  further  developmeut  of  some  of 
their  provisions.  My  hon.  Friend  says 
these  words  excited  an  expectation  in 
Scotland  that  the  Government  would  this 
year  propose  to  legislate  on  the  currency. 
Now,  in  the  first  place,  my  words,  as  they 
are  reported,  contain  no  reference  what- 
ever to  the  present  year.  In  the  second 
place,  what  I  said  was  not  construed  at 
the  time  by  any  hon.  Member  as  having 
reference  to  the  present  year,  and  if  such 
a  construction  had  been  pot  on  them  I 
should  at  once  have  pointed  out,  what  must 
be  obvious  to  all,  that  there  could  not  pos- 
sibly be  a  worse  season  for  legisIaUng  on 
the  currency  than  the  last  Session  of  an 
expiring  Parliament.  That  being  the  case, 
it  is  plain  that  the  present  Bill  is  not  the 
fulfilment  of  any  supposed  pledge  made 
by  me  last  year.  The  present  Bill  arose 
out  of  a  proposal  essentially  practical. 
Certun  parties,  heiog  in  possession  of  a 
portion  of  the  privilege  of  issue,  proposed, 
that  npon  placing  their  issue  on  terms 
more  favourable  to  the  State,  and  agre^ng 
to  hold  it  for  a  limited  instead  of,  as  at 
present,  an  indefinite  period,  they  should 
be  released  from  certiun  restrictions  npon 
their  business.  Hy  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  St.  Ives  (Mr.  Panll),  who 
communicated  with  me  on  the  government 
of  the  National  gn|^^|»^,@^bBt^. 
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would,  I  apprehend,  have  been  perfeotlj 

i'aitified  in  aubmittiag  a  proposal  of  that 
iind  to  the  House,  quite  irrespective  of 
the  wider  oonaideratioDS  inTolred  in  the 
question  of  issue.  It  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  at  this  moment,  bj  the  Act  of 
1844,  the  freedom  of  the  banking  trade  is 
restrioted,  in  a  certain  degree,  on  account 
of  the  privileges  held  bj  tbHoub  parUea  in 
regard  to  issne.  There  I  hare  drawn  a 
distinotiwi  that  mj  hon.  Friend  who  last 
rooke  will  Bcarmlj  admit.  Uj  hon. 
Friend  there  ought  to  be  perfect 

freedom  of  trade  in  banking.  I  agree 
with  him  ;  but  when  my  hon.  Friend  ex- 
plains what  he  means  bj  perfect  freedom 
in  banking,  we  learn  that,  as  he  under- 
stands it,  it  implies  that  every  banker 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  issue  as  many 
promissory  notes  as  he  pleases.  My 
answer  is  (whether  my  hon.  Friend  be 
right  or  wrong,  and  as  to  that  I  have  a 
very  decided  opinion) — my  answer  is  that 
this  is  not  a  question  of  free  trade  in 
banking.  Banking  is  one  thing,  issue  is 
another  thing.  Half  of  the  misunderstand- 
ings that  prevail  on  the  anhjaot  arise 
that  inexplicable  confiuion  m  tiie  minds  of 
men  vhim  leads  them  to  suppose  that  the 
isBoe  of  promissory  notes  is  etaentially 
and  properly  part  of  the  business  of  a 
banker.  1  do  not*  of  course,  deny  that 
there  is  some  connection  between  the  two, 
or  that  in  Scotland  they  are  so  closely 
united  in  the  minds  of  the  people  that  it 
will  be  long  before  they  separate  them 
even  in  the  abstract.  But  legislation  in 
this  country  bos  proceeded — the  Act  of 
1844  proceeded — all  who  understand  the 
■nbject  proceed  on  the  principle  that  issue 
is  one  tbiug  and  banking  another.  With 
respect  to  the  speeches  of  my  hon.  Friends 
the  Members  for  Glasgow  and  Brighton 
(Mr.  Bnehanan  and  Mr.  While),  I  may  be 
■Uowed  to  say  that  I  hope  I  may  be 
pennitted  to  deprecate  any  general  dis- 
cnssion  on  thia  oeea^on  on  the  working 
of  the  Act  of  1844,  or  the  manner  in 
which  that  Act  has  withstood  the  strain 
and  pressure  of  last  autunm.  I  do  not  at  all 
object  to  take  a  discussion  on  that  subject 
in  this  House  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of 
hon.  Members  to  entertain  it,  and  I  do 
not  know  that  such  a  discussion  would  not 
be  attended  with  benefit,  since  I  believe 
it  would  show  that  the  Act  of  1844, 
being  as  it  was  admirably  administered 
by  the  Bank  during  the  crisis,  rendered 
eaaential  aenrice  to  the  country.  That, 
however,  is  not  the  qnestiim  et  the  preeent 
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moment.  The  question  now  is  whether 
we  are  justified  in  refusing  the  applica- 
tion of  bankers,  who  are  issue  bankers, 
but  who  desire  to  obtain  freedom  in  bank- 
ing which  they  do  not,  under  existing 
droumstanees,  possess,  and  who  are  will- 
ing, in  consideration  of  tlie  freedom,  to 
fix  the  term  at  which  their  right  of  issue 
shall  absolutely  cease,  and  that  the  re- 
newal of  that  right,  if  it  take  place  at 
all,  shall  be  the  resnlt  of  the  delihentte 
action  of  Parliament.  I,  for  one,  do  not 
think  we  should  be  justified  in  refusing  an 
application  so  made.  I  am  of  opinion  tiiat 
bankers  who  are  disposed  to  act  on  a  plan 
of  that  kind  ought  to  be  permitted  to  do 
BO,  and  that  it  is  much  better  if  this  is  to 
be  done  that  it  should  not  be  done  for  one 
bank  alone,  but  that  that  which  is  desired 
by  particular  banks  should  be  open  to 
others.  Why  do  we  desire  this  Bill  should 
pass  ?  To  promote  freedom  of  trade  in 
banking,  not  to  promote  freedom  of  trode 
in  issue.  Is  it  desirable  when  an  almost 
absolute  necessity  drives  banking  establish- 
ments throughout  the  eountry  towards  this 
great  centre  of  the  money  operations  of  the 
world  that  those  establiwments  should 
be  hampered  by  arbitrary  provisions,  and 
should  be  obliged  to  pass  thar  bnuneia 
through  the  hands  of  agents  ?  The  main 
question  is  whether  permission  required  to 
transact  their  business  shall  be  given  to 
banks  now  holding  the  privilege  of  issue — 
and  if  given — being  good  in  itself, — on  con- 
ditions good — in  themselves.  I  do  not  say 
that  Parliament  is  bound  to  any  particular 
policy  in  future  in  regard  to  the  issues 
placed  under  the  operation  of  this  Bill,  but 
Parliament  will  have  its  hands  nutied  in 
respect  to  those  issues.  The  effect  of 
the  conditions  will  be  that  as  regards 
all  issues  placed  under  the  operation  of 
the  Bill  Parliament  shall,  after  a  fixed  pe- 
riod, become  perfectly  free  to  deal  with 
them  on  consideration  of  puUie  poliej 
alone,  without  being  bound  and  restrained 
by  a  numbw  of  undetermined  questions, 
having  relation  to  the  nature  of  the  rights 
possessed  by  particular  parties.  I  think  it  is 
better  that  I  should,  on  this  occasion,  avoid 
entering  into  the  details  of  the  Bill.  My 
wish  is  that  ample  opportunity  should  be 
given  to  the  country  and  to  those  persons 
more  especially  interested  in  its  provisions 
to  consider  well  its  scope  and  object  before 
it  goes  into  Committee.  With  that  view, 
after  the  Bill  has  been  read  the  seoond 
time,  I  should  propose  that  tiie  Committee 
on  the  Bill  ■houldD|i|,H)ftfi^(§gf?w 
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weeks.  It  is  iritbin  mj  knowledge  that 
the  attention  of  bankers  and  others  have 
been  drawn  to  the  Bill  from  the  moment  of 
its  introdnetion,  and  I  feel  eertaia  diat 
within  the  period  I  have  just  named  we 
iball  be  placed fiilljin  posseBsionof  tbeviews 
of  those  persons  who  are  beat  qualified  to 
give  us  eofrnsel  on  the  aabjeet,  Md  to  point 
out  whether  they  think  their  own  interests 
or  tboae  of  tlie  publie  are  likelj  to  be  be- 
neficially or  injuriously  affected  by  the 
operation  of  the  Bill,  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Uember  for  Glasgow  (Ur.  Boehanan),  while 
admitting  that  the  prioeiple  of  the  Bill  is 
■oand,  ebjeets  to  it  oa  the  growd  that  it 
would  eontinue  the  aystem  of  having  a  large 
■amber  of  banks  of  issue  insteae  of  one. 
There  ara  those  who  think  that  it  is  tlie 
tendency  ef  a  measure  of  this  kind  to  stop 
the  extinction  of  priTate  issues  which  is 
sensibly  advanced  under  the  operation  of 
the  Act  of  1844,  and  it  is  desirable  that 
the  House  should  know  what  has  been  the 
operation  of  that  clause  of  the  Act  whiob, 
nodonbt,  did  contemplate  the  extinction  of 
priTate  issues  in  England  and  Wales. 
Taking,  then,    three   periods  of  seven 

J ears  each  between  the  years  1844  and 
865,  I  find  that  in  the  first  period  of 
seven  years  £440.000  of  private  issues 
were  absorbed  ;  the  amount  in  the  second 
seven  years  being  £214,000,  and  in  the 
third  £166,000.  If.  then,  the  absorp- 
tioB  of  tboae  isnes  were  to  proceed  at 
the  same  »te,  th«  would  be  disposed  of 
in  England  and  Wales  in  about  250  years 
from  the  present  time;  but  inasmuch  as  pri- 
vate issues  are  disappearing  at  a  rapidly  de- 
creasing rate,  I  think  it  more  likely  that  400 
years  must  elapse  before  Parliament  would 
find  itself  in  a  position  to  approach  the  sub- 
ject with  hands  perfectly  free.  My  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Brighton  (Mr.  White) 
is  very  anxious  for  legislation  on  this  qaes- 
tion  of  the  currency,  but  bis  own  good  sense 

Glints  out  that  not  only  we  cannot  legis- 
te  in  the  (msent  Session,  but  that  we 
cannot  even  inquire.  He  deprecates  the 
appmntment  of  a  Committee,  and  urges  the 
issue  of  a  Cnnmiasion  to  eumine  into  the 
qnestioD,  and  I  oonfeia  I  ma  mther 
startled  at  the  proposal.  1  have  great 
doabti  whether  in  the  eaae  of  anoh  a  aab- 
jeet as  the  eorrency,  the  adoption  of  so 
novel  a  coarse  aa  to  withhold  even  partially 
from  this  Hoose  the  investigation  of  ao  deli- 
eate  a  question  would  be  aeeeptable  to  Par- 
liament or  the  country,  and  wbedier  it 
would  not  retard  those  prospects  of  legis* 
lation  which  my  hon.  Friend  deairn  to 
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advance.  Ky  lu».  Friend  ralomd  parti- 
eolarty  to  omt  of  the  clauses  of  the  BiU, 
that  which  relatei  to  banks  being  enabled 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  in  respect  of  their  leasehold  ioteresta 
in  tbe  event  of  bankruptcy.  Now,  that 
is  not  a  clause  to  which  I  feel  myself  par- 
ticularly bound.  I  look  upon  it  aa  a  ttix 
and  equitable  clause,  but  it  is  not  one  whl^ 
is  pressed  for  by  tbe  parties  interested,  and 
if  hon.  Members  should  deem  it  anaeee^ 
aary  to  retain  it,  they  may  by  all  means  dia. 
pense  with  it  in  Committee  if  they  please. 
But  the  main  object  of  the  Bill  ia  to  set 
the  bttsineaa  of  banking  free,  and  to  plaee 
the  issues  on  an  improved  footing  natil 
Ruch  period  aa  Parriament  may  entertain 
on  purely  publie  grenads  the  importsnC 
question  which  has  never  been  decided  en 
its  merits -—whether  it  is  desirable  to  con- 
centrate the  whole  of  the  issues  of  Bnglaad 
and  Walea  in  the  hands  of  Um  Bank  of 
England,  or  to  make  use  likewise  of  tbe 
agency  of  other  banks.  I  qaite  concur 
with  my  hra.  Friend  the  Uember  for  Glas- 
gow, that  if  tbe  tssaes  are  taken  ia  baad 
by  the  Bank  of  England  it  becomes  its 
duty  to  lodge  aeeurity  tn  respect  of  them. 
Il  does  not  appear  to  me,  I  may  add,  ia  tbe 
present  state  of  things,  and  in  the  preaent 
condition  of  Parliament,  poasibletopropoee 
a  final  and  absolute  settlement  of  this  ^na^ 
tion.  It  must  depend  open  the  degree 
of  witlingneaa  amongst  all  partiea  inter- 
ested  to  eome  to  a  aettlement  oa  tbe  oab> 
jeet ;  but  I  am  not  warranted  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  in  propoMng  any  measure  of 
that  kind  on  the  part  of  the  Oevemmeiit. 
Undw  the  provisiwa  of  this  Bill  the  pri- 
vate  issues  of  tbe  eonntry  will  be  better 
aecored  than  at  present ;  for  the  Bill  ad- 
mits the  transfer  of  issues  from  one 
bank  to  another.  The  sellen  will  be  the 
banks  that  an  weak,  and  the  pnrohasen 
tbe  banks  that  an  strong  and  able  to  ma- 
nage the  issuea  with  the  greatest  effect 
and  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  country.  I 
propose.  Sir,  a  Bill  that  meeta  fairly  aad 
in  a  manner  beneficial  to  the  oonntrj,  the 
jnst  elaima  of  eertain  partiea— eUimi  ao 
joat  that  it  is  diffimlt  to  rotoa  tham— 
and  meet  them  in  a  manner  that  doea 
not  effect  a  final  adntion  of  the  qnea- 
tion  respecting  the  private  issues,  jet 
leads  the  way  to  such  a  solution  without 
prejudicing  the  opinion  of  PaHiamant. 
As  to  whether  the  Oovernment  takes  a 
right  view  of  the  percentago  to  be  paid, 
or  the  particular  lease  to  be  given.  thea« 
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for  eomidoration ;  bnt  I  ihould  be  aorrj  if 
the  Honie  ahoiild  paas  th«  BUI  1b  a  uvm 
Un  faToonble  to  the  parties  iatereatad 
than  that  in  vhieb  it  nov  atands.  It  will 
be  perfeetly  eompatible  with  the  graeral 
Mm  of  the  Bill  that  its  particular  prori- 
sioBs  dioold  be  oooftidered  by  the  House, 
and/  if  thought  deairable,  should  be  modi- 
fied in  a  fur  and  beneficial  direction.  At 
any  rate,  I  Bhould  wish,  for  my  own  part, 
to  have  the  advantage  on  a  question  of  tliis 
kind  of  all  the  conuderation  that  can  be 
giren  to  the  details  of  this  Bill  during  the 
interval  that  will  elapse  between  the  seeond 
reading  and  the  lime  at  which  I  sliall  move 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Com- 
nittee  imon  the  Bill ;  and  I  would  pro- 
pose soon  an  interval  as  shall  afford  a 
most  convenient  Of^ortsnity  for  ample 
OMisideration  by  all  the  partlM  interested. 

Sm  BDWARD  COliEBROOEE  must 
•zpreas  his  diaappointnient  (hat  his  right 
boo.  Fri«id  liad  not  kept  the  promise  he 
was  understood  to  have  held  out  of  his 
readiness  to  consider  the  question  of  the 
Bank  Act.  He  was  within  the  reoolleo- 
tion  of  the  House  whether  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  did  not  last  Session  state 
his  willingness  to  consider  boldly  the  whole 
question  of  the  Bank  Act.  That  oonsider- 
able  disappointment  should  be  felt  at  so 
meagre  a  measure  was,  therefore,  inevi- 
table. He  regretted  that  the  right  faon. 
Gentleman  had  not  taken  notice  of  the 
impwtanl  question  on  which  bis  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Glssgow  had 
spoken— namely,  the  taxing  of  issues  upon 
the  principles  of  tiiis  Bill.  He  thought 
the  seeond  reading  ought  not  to  have  bees 
moved  until  the  piutlic  had  had  more  time  to 
CMuider  the  bearings  of  the  question.  It 
should  be  remembered  in  the  discussion  of 
this  aobjeet  that  the  relation  of  these  banks 
to  the  Govemnent  was  very  different  from 
that  of  the  Bank  of  England.  Nearly  the 
whole  of  its  capital  being  lent  to  the  Go- 
vemment,  its  relation  to  the  Government 
was  so  eloee  that  if  the  Bank  fell  into 
diflieulty  the  Government  would  feel  a 
degree  of  responsibility.  In  placing  small 
banka  under  the  proposed  restrictions, 
Parliament  would  be  patting  the  Govern- 
ment in  a  poaition  of  obligation  towards 
them.  If  the  Government  taxed  the  issues 
of  any  private  bank  they  debarred  it  from 
holding  a  proportional  amount  of  securities 
whieh  it  eould  realise  in  time  of  difficulty. 
He  would  advise  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr, 
Buobanan)  to  reserve  the  question  he  had 
ruMd  for  lepant*  diNnwou,  but  eeuld 


he  not  do  so  should  be  prejMU^  to  support 
him. 

Mb.  HUBBAJID  waa  ready  to  admit 
that  it  was  imposuble  during  (be  wesent 
Session  to  appunt  a  Committee  to  investi- 
gate the  operation  of  the  curreney  laws. 
But  when  he  found  Gentlemen  from  the 
north,  and  gentlemen  from  the  south, 
united  in  their  opposition  to  the  present 
currency  law,  yet  widely  differing  from  one 
another,  he  could  not  but  feel  that  it  would 
be  desirable  that  the  question  should  be 
fully  diBOUBsed.  He  trusted  that  the  sub- 
ject would  be  thoroughly  investigated  in 
the  ensuing  Seswon,  and  that  the  hon. 
Members  for  Glasgow  and  Brighton  would 
find  seata  in  the  next  Parliament,  and  thus 
have  an  opportunity  of  testing  their  opi* 
nions  and  reooncUing  their  differences. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  had  uttoed 
a  dogma  with  whioh  be  entirely  agreed— 
namdy,  (bat  there  was  nothing  more  im- 
portant than  to  determine  whethtf  it  was 
right  or  not  to  tax  private  bank  issues. 
Upon  whom  was  the  assumed  tax  supposed 
to  fall.  He  thought  it  was  levied  upon 
the  noteholders  ;  and,  if  so^  the  tax  of 
£2  5$.  per  cent  proposed  in  this  Bill  would 
be  levied  upon  those  who  were  paying  a 
heavier  tax  at  the  present  moment.  There 
was,  however,  this  differenee  between  the 
existing  and  the  proposed  tax.  The  tax 
tliat  was  proposed  would  be  paid  to  tiie 
State  for  the  advantage  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. But  who  had  the  advantage  of 
the  tax  that  was  now  levied  ?  8o  far  as 
the  issue  of  Scotiand  was  oonoerned,  the 
tax  levied  upon  the  community  through  the 
iuues  of  paper  money  was  leried  for  tiia 
advantage  of  Sootoh  banks.  This  diseus- 
sion  raised  the  importsnt  question  —  in 
whom  resided  the  right  of  levying  or  creat- 
ing a  revenue  by  the  issue  of  paper— that 
was  to  say,  by  converting  an  article  value- 
less in  itself  into  an  article  of  very  great 
value  ?  It  had  always  appeared  to  him 
that  if  it  were  the  proper  function  of  the 
State  to  provide  the  people  with  a  safe 
and  convenient  currency  it  ought  not  to  be 
limited  to  one  form  of  curreney.  If  it  were 
the  duty  of  the  State  to  proTide  a  safe 
currency  of  gold,  silver,  and  copper,  why 
not  also  of  paper  ?  When  they  converted 
gold  into  eoin  they  merely  gave  a  form 
and  name  to  that  which  was  of  equal 
value  previously.  When  they  eonverted 
silver  roto  cob  they  gave  it  an  additional 
value  of  10  per  cent ;  when  they  ooined 
copper  they  added  100  per  cent  to  ita 
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ereated  a  pmitiTe  value  oat  of  that  which 
wai  iatriDBioally  TiJaelesB.  Nov,  •appos- 
ing the  paper  earrency  of  Scotland  to  be 
£3.000.000.  aod  Rapposine  the  bankers  to 
lend  it  at  £5  per  eeot,  uiey  woald  levy 
£150.000  a  year  upon  the  eommnnity. 
That  was,  in  fact,  the  tax  which  the 
Seotoh  bankers  levied  upon  the  Scotch 
eommunity.  Now,  if  that  currency  had 
been  subject  to  the  tax  proposed  in 
this  Bill,  half  of  that  sum  woald  have 
gone  into  the  Exchequer,  and  would 
have  formed  part  of  the  aecruiog  snrplus 
which  would  have  been  available  in  dimi- 
nishing the  duty  on  tea,  coffee,  sugar, 
and  even  malt.  If  the  question  was  ever 
to  be  brought  to  a  satisfsctory  issue,  Partia- 
ment  must  affirm  the  right  of  the  State  to 
provide  a  valid  and  convenient  currency, 
and  to  seeure  for  the  pnblio  advantage 
whatevOT  profit  may  aoome  upon  the  pnbtie 
eiraalation  of  credit  paper  money.  There 
would  then  be  no  longer  any  confusion 
between  banking  and  coining  paper  money, 
and  banking  would  be  free  to  every  one. 
He  did  not  on  this  occasion  want  to  go 
into  a  dtsonBaion  of  the  currency  laws, 
or  of  the  working  of  the  Bank  Charter 
Aot  of  1844  ;  but  whenever  a  Committee 
should  be  appointed  to  consider  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Aot  he  looked  forward  with 
confidence  to  the  result  of  the  inquiry, 
being  convinced  that  it  would  establirii 
not  only  the  wisdom  of  the  law,  but  also 
the  discretion  and  judgment  with  which  it 
had  been  carried  out.  With  regard  to  the 
measure  before  the  House,  if  be  had  any 
scruple  it  did  not  arise  from  any  difference 
with  the  Government  as  to  the  principle 
that  ought  to  lie  at  (he  bottom  of  a  eur- 
reney  Bill.  All  be  feared  was  that  the 
Cbanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  deriaU 
ing  from  those  principles  which  ought  to 
guide  him  upon  the  question  of  the  cur- 
rency. The  compromise  which  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman  proposed  might  have  the 
effect  of  postponing,  and  possibly  of  frustra- 
ting, the  inclusion  of  the  whole  paper  money 
of  the  eountry  in  one  uniform  character 
and  expression.  There  was  a  positive  in- 
convenience in  the  use  of  conflicting  expres* 
sionsof  value— an  inoonvenienoe  which  was 
daily  felt  in  the  clearing-house  In  Lombard 
Street,  where  they  had  not  only  to  deal 
with  gold  and  Bank  of  En^alid  notes,  but 
with  the  notea  of  farioui  eouitry  Iwnks 
and  bills  of  exchange.  The  oonntry  notes 
suffered  from  the  Bank  itf  England  notes, 
snd  the  Lombard  Street  banks  occupied  a 
otmsiderable  portion  of  the  (ima  appointed 
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for  the  elearing  in  sorting  the  various 
country  notes  and  including  them  in  the 
adjustaients  of  the  day.    Moreover,  these 

Erivate  notes  were  mimh  more  eapable 
sing  the  subject  of  theft.  Bank  of  En{^ 
land  notes  were  registered,  and  it  was  easy 
to  trace  them — ^bnt  there  was  no  registra- 
tion of  these,  and  if  a  man  slipped  one  in 
his  pocket  it  could  be  as  easily  stolen  as 
a  sovereign,  for  it  ooald  not  be  followed. 
This  brought  bim  to  what  appeared  to  him 
to  be  the  principal  defect  of  the  measure 
before  the  House.  It  was  said  that  the 
country  banks  of  issue  had  hitherto  been 
working  under  certain  disatHlities  from 
which  they  should  be  relieved.  But  on 
what  terms  ?  One  would  soppose  by  giving 
security  for  the  payment  of  their  notes, 
but  they  were  not  to  be  asked  to  do  so, 
they  were  only  asked  to  pay  a  certain  per- 
centage upon  their  cireulation.  The  Chan- 
eeltor  of  Uie  Exchequer  was  willing  to  be 
a  partner  in  th«r  profits,  hot  he  would  not 
participate  in  their  promise  to  pay.  He 
thought  that  if  any  measure  was  proposed 
on  the  subject  of  the  currency  laws,  it 
should  be  directed  to  rendering  it  more 
seoare.  In  saying  this  be  would  be  under- 
stood as  not  throwing  the  slightest  shadow 
of  suspicion  either  on  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  chiefly  concerned  in  the  Bill  before 
them,  or  on  those  of  other  powerful  corpo- 
rations who  exercised  the  privilege  of  issue. 
What  he  wished  to  convey  was  bis  opinion 
that  unquestionable  security  should  be 
given  for  the  redemption  of  notes  whieh 
cireulated  as  the  eqtuvalent  of  emn.  The 
Bill  repeiUed  the  restrietinis  with  regard 
to  die  number  of  partaers,  and  with  regard 
to  the  establishments  of  Itenks  within 
the  sixty-five  miles  distance  from  London. 
Tfaiswoutdbeadvantageons  to  thosecoming 
within  its  operation ;  but,  looking  at  the 
distinction  which  the  right  hen.  Gentle- 
man himself  had  drawn  in  so  very  pro- 
miuent  a  manner  between  issue  and  bank- 
ing, he  doubted  whether  in  a  measure  for 
granting  banking  facilitiea  they  ought  to 
insert  provisions  for  sanctioning  and  per- 
petnating  tbe  practice  of  private  issue, 
even  for  the  sake  of  a  share  of  the  profit. 
He  thought  that  tbe  two  aulyects  ought  to 
be  kept  distinet  from  each  other.  Again, 
there  was  a  provision  for  pwmitting  lunke 
to  be  merged  into  each  onier.  Now,  as  it 
ought  to  be  the  object  of  tlie  L^ilatnre 
to  bring  oor  currency  to  the  most  seeure 
and  perfect  form,  he  was  opposed  to  fscili- 
ties  being  given  for  the  amalgamation  of 
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Uon  of  those  banki  fell  from  Tarioui  oaiuei, 
and  the  weakest  of  them  would  die  away 
onder  the  present  system ;  but  if  the  law 
allowed  the  privilege  which  they  now  en- 
joyed to  be  made  a  matter  of  barter  and 
sale,  the  more  uncertain  the  position  of  any 
of  them  holding  that  priritege  the  more 
oertainly  would  they  endearonr  to  turn  it 
to  aeoount  by  effecting  a  sale;  and  there- 
fore the  more  precarious  of  those  banks, 
which  in  a  few  years  mightdie  away,  would 
he  perpetuated  by  this  power  of  amalga- 
mation. The  position  of  the  country  banks 
at  the  present  moment  was  hardly  one  of 
so  fixed  and  stable  a  oharaeter  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  represent  it  to  be. 
On  reading  the  Aek  of  1856,  he  did  not 
think  it  put  them  in  a  better  position  as 
regarded  permanency  of  their  privilege 
than  that  which  they  had  enjoyed  under 
the  Act  of  1844,  for  the  second  and  last 
section  of  the  enactment  of  1856  stated 
that  the  composition  should  be  continued 
for  the  future,  "  unless  Parliament  should 
otherwise  provide."  Therefore  *'  the  wilt 
and  pleasure  of  Parliament  *'  was  before 
the  eyes  of  the  country  issuers  as  that 
which  at  any  time  could  terminate  their 
powers.  He  should  not  say  more  on  the 
subject  at  present,  for  if  the  House  went 
into  Committee  on  the  Bill  the  time  would 
tiien  eome  for  commenting  on  the  Tarious 
elansea ;  bot  he  trusted  that  an  Act  in- 
trodoced  apparently  for  a  Tory  diffisrent 
purpose  night  not  become  the  medinm  of 
effseting  saeh  eonseqnenoes  as  those  to 
which  he  had  jost  r^erred.  If  his  right 
hon.  Friend  persevered  with  the  Bill  in  its 
present  shape,  instead  of  proTiding  what 
was  so  desirable — an  uniform  system  of 
currency — it  would  be  the  means  of  per- 
petaating  a  system  which,  however  advan- 
tageous to  the  private  issuers,  was,  as  re- 
gards the  community,  defective  both  in 
security  and  oonveoieoce,  and  deprived  the 
public  of  the  gain  derivable  from  the  cir- 
culation of  paper  based  on  public  credit. 

Ua.  THOMSON  HANECT  said,  that 
be  agreed  in  much  that  had  fallen  from  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken.  He 
eonenrred  in  the  main  principle  of  the  Bill. 
Entirely  exeluding  the  issue  of  paper 
money,  there  were  diffioalties  affsctmg 
those  who  carried  on  the  trade  of  joint- 
stock  banks  ;  and  he  thought  that,  as 
far  as  possible,  all  those  diflBculties  ought 
to  be  removed.  But  be  could  not  see 
why  a  measure  for  their  removal  should 
be  accompanied  by  a  provision  continuing 
what  he  reigwded  M  a  miiMhief  for  ft  poriod 
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of  twenty-five  years.  He  would  give  every 
man  the  power  of  establishing  a  bank 
wherever  he  pleased  for  conducting  all 
banking  operations,  properly  bo  called,  but 
making  an  exception  as  regarded  the  power 
of  issuing  notes,  which  he  did  not  look 
upon  as  a  necessary  part  of  banking  opera- 
tions. He  objected  to  Parliament  being 
asked  to  shackle  itself  with  an  engage- 
ment to  last  over  twenty-five  years,  which 
would  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  action 
being  taken  by  Parliament  during  that 
period,  even  though  it  should  be  thought 
desirable.  He  would  ereate  no  new  lease 
in  the  ease  of  issuing  baitX>i  bnt  would 
leave  Parliament  free  to  pnt  an  end  to 
isauea  of  promissory  notes  whenever  it 
might  be  thought  desirable  to  do  so.  The 
more  he  considered  the  subject  the  more 
oonvinced  he  became  that  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  of  1844  was  a  sound  one— > 
that  principle  being  that  there  should  be 
no  issue  by  any  company  unless  such  issue 
was  based  upon  sound  security.  On  that 
very  basis  let  them  extend  the  principle 
in  any  way  they  could  ;  and  let  the  Go- 
vernment get  any  profit  they  could  get  by 
a  new  arrangement,  if  their  arrangement 
with  the  Bank  of  England  did  not  give  them 
profit  enough.  He  believed,  however,  that 
their  arrangement  with  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land was  a  profitable  one,  and  that  any 
other  would  be  a  greater  expense  to  the 
State.  But,  be  that  as  it  might,  there  was 
no  good  reason  for  confirming  UiQ  existing 
rights  of  issues  for  a  period  of  twenty>fiive 
years— a  measure  which  would  interfere 
with  the  aoUon  of  Parliament  hereafter.  He 
did  not  think  the  country  banks  had  any 
hem  tUxndi  when  they  asked  for  such  a 
provision,  because  in  previous  legislation 
it  had  been  contemplated  that  it  should 
be  competent  to  Parliament  to  take  the 
matter  into  consideration  whenever* it 
thought  fit ;  and  those  banks  would  have 
no  right  to  complain  if  Parliament  put 
an  end  to  the  privilege  altogether.  He 
hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  reconsider  this  portion  of  his  Bill 
which,  if  passed,  would  put  this  mattw 
beyond  the  control  of  Parliament  for 
twenty-five  yeara,  and,  therefore,  prevent 
it  from  being  debated  hereafter  by  many 
in  that  House  who  took  a  great  interest  in 
the  sobjeot. 

Mb.  MALINS  oonoorred  in  the  obser- 
vation of  the  hon.  Member  for  Bnckingham 
(Mr.  Hnhbard)  that  all  money— ^all  gold, 
silver,  and  copper— ought  to  be  issued  by 
the  State ;  oni  on^,^^iM(gipyip/g|^ 


(FmxiusxSS,  1866) 


637  BmAJr^iet  {COICKOITS} 


thoi^ht  DO  paper  money  ^onld  be  isaaed 
eieept  on  tbe  authority  of  the  OoTemment, 
thej  making  themeuvea  respmsible.  In 
otMf  words,  aiijthiDg  issued  to  the  pnblio 
in  the  way  of  money  should  he  eert«n 
and  fixed,  and  the  pnblic  ^uld  not  he 
inoouTenieaeed  1^  the  failnre  of  private 
hanks.  The  hos.  Uember  for  Brighton 
(Mr.  White)  had  done  a  publie  serrice  by 
drawing  attention  to  the  working  of  the 
Act  of  1844.  Now,  if  it  was  the  doty  of 
the  State  to  provide  roooey,  it  was  also  its 
duty  to  provide  it  in  sufficient  quantity,  and 
the  great  question  ss  to  tlie  Act  of  1844 
was  whether  did  provide  useable  mooej 
in  sufficient  quantity.  Nobody  pretended 
that  there  was  any  want  wealth  or  of 
oaintal.  The  ezperienoe  of  last  year  had 
eonSrmed  the  ezperienoe  of  former  years 
in  which  there  were  periods  when  there 
was  an  absolute  scarcity  of  useable  money, 
or  the  apprehension  of  it.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Brighton  had  drawn  attention  to 
the  faet  that,  nnder  the  Aet  of  1844,  then 
had  been  eonstant  fluotuations  in  the  rate 
of  discount.  He  told  them  that  in  1864 
there  were  fifteen  changes  in  the  rate  of 
discount  by  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
the  question  naturally  arose,  what  was  the 
cause  ?  The  principle  of  the  Act  of  1 844 
was  to  have  a  perfectly  oonvwtible  bank 
note.  There  was  not  gold  in  the  Bank  at 
all  times  to  insnre  that  convertibility,  and 
therefore  the  Aet  anthwiaed  the  issue  of 
£14,000,000  of  notes  not  represented  by 
gold,  opon  the  faith  of  the  debt  due  by  the 

Eahlio  to  the  Bank  of  England.  Now, 
ow  did  it  happen  that,  in  ue  autumn  <^ 
iMt  year,  the  rate  of  diaconnt  was  at  9  per 
sent,  whieh  wu  praetioally  a  panio.  How 
Muld  the  Ghaneellor  of  the  Eseheqner 
aeoouBt  for  the  fset'that  in  September  and 
October  the  rate  of  discount  was  at  9  per 
certt,  when  the  gold  in  the  Bank  averaged 
£12,000.000.  generally  £13.000,000,  and 
■ometimes  £14,000,000,  and  the  reserved 
notes£7. 000.000 ;  and,  nnder  the  same  cir- 
enmstancee,  on  former  ocoasiws,  the  rate 
was  never  higher  than  6  percent?  Was  the 
panic  of  last  autumn  created  by  the  public 
wants,  or  by  operations  in  the  Bank  parlour? 
He  had  heard  an  hon.  Oentleman  deelare 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  last  autumn 
was  singulariy  wise,  cautions,  and  discreet, 
and  yet  there  was  a  great  puUie  dinster. 
He  bad  a  strong  opinion,  whieh  was  par- 
ticipated b  by  many,  that  the  uoeauneos 
whieh  had  prevailed  thraoghont  the  oonntry 
had  been  canned  by  what  had  been  done  in 
the  Bank  parlour.  Tboogh  Dota  eoauBaraal 
Mr.  Maim 


man  himself  he  had  watched  those  mattwa 
very  closely,  and  he  asked  himself  why 
should  England,  the  greatask  oommernal 
country  in  the  world,  hxn  its  rate  of  dis- 
count \\  per  cent  on  an  average  higlier 
than  that  of  any  other  country  ?  Why, 
when  eom  waa  so  minonsly  low,  was  the 
rate  of  discount  so  high  %  Why  in  Eng- 
land should  money  be  dearest,  the  effect 
being  to  make  tbe  rich  richer,  and  the  poor 
poorer?  The  Act  of  1844  gave  tbe  rich 
the  power  of  grinding  the  poor.  ["No,  no]"] 
He  repeated  it.  Every  small  trader  was 
dinLressed  last  year,  while  the  rich  could 
obtain  abundant  interest.  The  greatness 
of  Eitglsiid  was  not  made  np  by  its  large 
traders,  but  by  its  general  prosperity,  aad 
general  prosperity  conld  not  exist  nnlesa 
the  small  traders  were  prosperous,  and 
that  could  not  be  under  these  peipetnal 
fluctuations.  There  was  Bot  a  small  capi< 
talist  who  did  not  take  up  the  newspaper 
with  fear  and  trembling.  But  the  Bank 
of  Enghmd  never  seemed  perf^y  h^y 
unless  they  were  varying  the  rate.  He 
saw  a  phalanx  of  bankers  and  bank  direc- 
tors opposite,  and  they  knew  very  well  that 
the  public  had  been  kept  last  autumn  in  a 
state  of  intense  anxiety.  He  had  met  die 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  London  mw 
morning  last  autumn  in  Hyde  Park,  whwe 
they  all  resorted,  and  he  had  taken  the 
liberty  to  tell  him  that  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land bad  been  most  reprehensible  for  not 
having  lowered  the  rate  of  disoount,  whieh 
was  at  8  per  cent  at  that  time.  Wu  it 
a  small  thing  that  in  a  commercial  country 
like  this  we  diould  have  thoae  fiwqnent 
changea?  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were 
free  traders  in  everything  but  money.  The 
principle  of  the  Aet  of  1844  might  be  tbe 
soundest  in  the  world,  but  there  waa  a 
defeot  in  its  provisions,  and  he  would  ven- 
ture to  tell  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchfr> 
quer  that  lie  would  not  discharge  his  duty 
unless  he  took  an  early  opportunity  ef 
remedying  it.  In  1847,  and  again  in*1857. 
the  Act  bad  been  riolated  ;  the  Govern- 
ment authorised  its  violation,  and  em- 
powered the  Bank  to  issue  notes  bey<md 
the  £14.000.000,  and  when  the  limit  waa 
passed  the  excitement  and  alarm  of  the 
public  at  once  passed  away.  Directly  the 
famons  letter  of  the  25th  of  Oetober,  1847, 
was  issaed,  the  rata  of  cUieonnt  wmt  down 
from  8  per  eent  to  5.  In  1857  tlie  Bank 
Aet  was  again  suspended  ;  and  again  the 
pressure  was  relieved,  and  tbe  rate  within 
a  few  months  went  down,  he  believed,  to 
3i Wh».P«M«g^f,^ 
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wuM9i  in  1807»  1m  (Mr.  IfftliM}  wgcd  Um 
GhueoUor  of  the  SiobMoer  to  tak*  a 
power  ontfaeriiing  the  Bonk  of  England  to 
go  beyond  £14,000,000.  Last  aotamn, 
when  the  rote  of  diaoount  woe  9  per  oent, 
there  had  been  a  poww  of  dwng  by  law 
1  at  which  npon  two  emergenoiei  had  been 
done  eootrary  to  law,  the  late  panio  would 
hare  been  prerented.  Bet  as  long  as  the 
law  remained  in  its  present  state  we  should 
have  a  reourreooe  of  those  panies,  wbiob 
might  eooM  on  next  month,  or  at  any  time 
this  year.  A  man  may  enter  into  an 
engagement  when  money  is  ot  4^  per  cent, 
bat  when  be  baa  to  falfil  bis  engagement 
be  may  hofo  to  pay  10  per  oeni.  Every 
one  knew  when  money  was  obondant,  if  o 
man  wont  with  a  bundle  of  bills  to  be 
discounted  the  banker  would  gladly  lake 
tbem,  bat  if  the  rote  was  at  8  or  10  per 
«ent  he  woold  turn  huk  perhaps  half  of 
tiiem.  If  the  bank  had  the  power  of 
going  beyond  the  £14,000.000  plus  the 
gold,  then  the  contioaous  apprehenBiona  in 
the  eommersial  world  would  eeass.  In 
reading  the  City  artiele  in  The  Tine*  or 
any  of  the  newspapers  one  might  light 
npon  such  an  annooneement  as  this : 
'*  Yesterday  £100,000  of  gold  was  taken 
out  of  the  Bank.'*  Was  it  not  ridiculous, 
was  it  not  contemptible,  that  a  great  coun- 
try like  this  sfaeaM  have  its  oommercial 
men  frightened  at  the  thought  of  £100.000 
In  gold  being  taken  ont  of  the  Bank,  just 
as  n  all  their  operadons  wore  to  depend  on 
whether  there  wore  one  or  two  milKons  more 
or  less  in  the  Bank  t  He  eoold  not  nnder- 
stand  wh;  Sir  Robert  Peel  6xed  upon  the 
magical  number  of  £14,000,000  ;  but  if 
there  was  magio  in  it  at  that  time  be 
asked  bow  it  oould  be  sufficient  in  1865, 
when  the  commeroial  transactions  of  the 
eoantry  had  nearly  doubled  ?  It  was  the 
doty  or  the  State  to  provide  a  suflSoient 
quantity  of  money — paper  money  equally 
with  coin— fw  the  ezigeneiee  of  society, 
and  if  'at  any  time  it  was  found  that  the 
quantity  waa  not  auffieient,  the  State  ought 
to  take  steps  to  seemre  that  it  should  be 
■0.  He  did  not  eontond  for  tbo  ineonver- 
tibility  of  the  note  i  tbo  dofleioniries  of  the 
Aot  of  1844  might  be  remedied  without 
touebiog  on  that  p«nt.  However  right 
that  Aot  might  be  in  principle,  ezperienee 
showed  thst  the  working  of  its  maehinery 
was  continually  putting  the  coootry  into 
a  state  of  distress,  and  the  time  had  come 
when  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Ooremment 
to  take  measures  which  would  seeoro  its 
nlaiatfam  in  tunea  of  preMuru. 


Kb.  OOSCHBN  said,  be  would  nofcflntar 
into  a  consideration  of  the  Bank  Act  of 
1844,  because  that  would  lead  to  an  inter- 
mmable  discussion.  But  in  reply  to  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Wallingford, 
he  would  observe  that  bis  hon.  Friend  had 
held  it  to  be  the  doty  of  the  SUte  to  pro- 
vide a  sufficient  quantity  of  useable  money. 
But  it  was  plain  that  by  useable  money  his 
hon.  Friend  meant  money  that  somebody 
wanted  to  borrow.  The  State,  therefore* 
according  to  bis  hon.  Friend,  was  tosupplj 
all  the  money  which  anybody  wanted  to 
borrow.  But  he  would  put  it  to  the  serious 
connderation  of  hon.  Members  whether  this 
was  not  a  monstrous  proposition.  Any  two 
men  might  sit  down  m  a  room  and  draw 
half  a  million  sterling  in  bills,  and  then  Ua 
hon.  Friend  said  it  was  a  great  hardship  if 
they  could  not  get  ready  money  for  them. 
His  boa.  Friend  failed  to  draw  the  neces> 
sary  distinction  between  money  and  capital. 
Now,  the  circulating  medium  was  the  only 
thing  with  which  the  Government  had  any- 
thing to  do.  It  was  monstrous  to  suppose 
that  the  State  was  to  supply  capital.  His 
ban.  Friend  had  talked  of  the  numerous 
fluctuations  in  the  rate  of  discount.  His 
(Mr,  Qoschen's)  wonder  was  that  the  fluo- 
tiistions  were  not  even  greater  than  they 
were.  The  fact  was  that  the  rate  of  dia> 
count  depended  solely  on  tko  demand  for 
loanable  eapital.  If  the  number  of  borrow- 
ers exeeeded  tbo  number  of  londert,  the  rate 
of  interest  roae;  if  it  was  lees,  the  rale  feU, 
The  flnetoatioaa  wore  not  in  the  circulat- 
ing medium,  but  in  the  value  of  loanable 
eapital.  It  was  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
with  that  state  of  things  the  State  had 
anything  to  do;  and  be  regretted  to  hear 
an  hon.  Member  of  position  in  the  House 
affirm  that  the  effect  of  the  Act  was  to 
make  the  rich  richer,  and  the  poor  man 
poorer.  It  would  be  a  publie  miafortuno 
if  small  traders  who  could  not  go  deeply 
into  these  matters  should  get  an  impression 
that  the  Act  had  that  tendenoy.  There 
were  difficulties  in  the  question,  no  doubt; 
bnt  he  thought  it  was  a  fnndameotal  prin- 
ciple that  t^  prioe  (rf  an  artiolo  must  de- 
pend open  the  lawa  of  demand  and  auj^ly. 
The  prinotple  of  fireo  trade  waa  to  give 
the  greatest  freedom  to  tbo  means  of  sop- 
ply.  The  Bank  of  England  had  no  more 
power  to  oontiwl  the  rate  of  disooont  tiian 
any  other  establishment.  If  it  asked  too 
high  a  rate  it  would,  o(  eourse,  lose  its 
business.  What  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  seemed  to  be  aaking  for  was 
that  what  WM  Na»«^Ji^^^e/lh^ 
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Tbe  BaDk  had  do  power  to  eetablish  the 
rate  of  discount ;  and  the  advocates  of 
change  who  wished  to  make  money  artifi- 
cially cheaper  in  times  of  scarcity,  simply 
opposed  themselves  to  a  natural  law.  If 
an  article  was  scarce,  the  natural  remedy 
was  to  put  a  dear  price  upon  it,  and  thus 
attract  supply.  IVben  money  was  scarce, 
the  capitiuiBt  came  in  and  equalized  the 
demand.  It  followed,  therefore,  that  fluc- 
tuations must  occur,  and  the  more  these 
fluctuations  followed  their  natural  course 
the  better.  When  the  faon.  Member  spoke 
of  ten  changes,  be  (Mr.  Ooschen)  only 
wondered  there  were  not  twenty  or  thirty 
in  the  same  period.  If  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land had  no  maximum  limit  of  issue,  did 
anybody  snppose  that  money  would  al- 
ways M  at  4  or  5  per  cent?  The  rate 
would  fluctuate  much  more  than  it  did 
now,  and  perhaps  it  would  be  better  that 
it  should  do  so.  He  thought  it  most  essen- 
tial that  the  question  of  the  circulating 
medium,  which  was  the  sole  object  of  the 
doty  of  the  State,  should  be  kept  separate 
from  that  of  capital,  with  which  the  State 
had  nothing  to  do,  and  nothing  cnnld  be 
more  lamentable  than  when  talented  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  informed  the  public  that 
the  Aet  of  1844  pressed  sererelj  upon  the 
poor  of  thie  eountry. 

Mb.  T.  baring  agreed  and  disagreed 
with  much  that  bad  been  said  on  both 
■idea.  He  did  not  agree  with  bii  hon. 
and  learned  Priend  mIow  that  money 
ehoold  be  famished  to  everybody  who 
wanted  it,  nor  did  he  agree  with  the  opi- 
nion expressed  by  his  hon.  Friend  opposite 
as  to  the  fluctuations  in  the  value  of  money. 
His  hon.  Friend  said  it  was  right  that  the 
interest  of  money  should  vary  like  the  price 
of  any  other  commodity,  but  the  rise  and 
fall  in  the  value  of  money  regulated  the 
value  of  everf  other  commodity.  There 
was  nothing  so  important  for  a  commercial 
community  as  to  have  the  rate  of  interest 
permanent  and  stable,  because  upon  that 
people  could  only  base  their  calculations. 
A  variation  in  the  rate  of  what  hia  hon. 
Friend  called  loanable  capital  was  different 
from  a  variation  in  any  other  commodity. 
A  variation  in  tiie  price  of  cotton  did  not 
affsot  other  artielw,  but  the  value  of 
money  acted  upon  every  other  oommo* 
dity.  He  confessed  that  he  did  not  be- 
lieve the  Act  of  1844  to  be  perfect,  for 
nothing  human  was  perfect.  At  the  same 
time,  be  should  be  lorry  to  see  in  an  Act 
of  this  kind  ehangea  mode  which  yen  could 
not  base  upon  preriooi  ezperienee  or  adept 


upon  evidence  of  their  neeessity.  Bis  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  London  seemed  to 
see  great  adrantages  from  these  eooatant 
variations  and  commotions,  but  he  believed 
that  a  constantly  varying  rate  of  money 
was  a  positive  disadvantage  to  the  pro> 
gross  of  trade  in  any  country.  Tet 
under  what  measure  had  the  rate  of 
currency  ever  varied  more  than  under 
the  Act  of  1844?  The  convertibility 
of  the  note  had  been  maintained  under 
other  Acts,  but  it  had  been  some- 
times endangered  under  the  Aet  of  1844, 
and  a  prominent  defect  in  the  Act  was 
that  it  had  been  neoeasary  to  repeal  it 
twice  within  twenty  yean.  With  regard 
to  the  present  Bill,  as  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  said  it  would  he  advisable 
to  consider  the  necessity  of  changes  in  the 
Bank  issue  department,  he  ask^  whether 
it  would  be  well  to  adopt  a  measure  which 
in  certain  cases  could  not  be  altered  for 
twenty-five  years,  and  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  to  let  the  Bill  stand  over 
until  the  whole  subject  was  considered, 
and  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  seemed 
to  think  it  would  be,  in  the  firat  Sesuon 
of  the  new  Parliament. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  mthdraum. 
Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  2«,  and  commiUtd  for  ITiun- 
daj/,  16kb  March. 

ELECTION  PETITIONS  ACT  (1848) 
AUENDMENT  BILL.— [Box..  19.] 

oauaiTBB. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Moved,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do 
now  leave  the  Chair."— (iSVr  Oohum 
O'JjogUen.) 

Mr.  AYRTON  called  attention  to  the 
Act  of  1848,  and  to  the  procedure  under 
it.  by  which,  if  any  miatake  were  made  in 
complying  with  the  numerona  provisions  of 
the  Act,  the  whole  proceedings  upon  an 
election  petition  became  void.  This  was 
analogous  to  the  practice  of  our  law  courts 
400  or  500  years  age,  when,  if  at  any 
stage  of  his  case  a  mistake  were  made, 
the  suitor  had  to  bring  a  new  action.  Why 
should  not  the  procedure  upon  an  election 
petition  be  amended  as  our  legal  proce- 
dure had  been,  and  liberty  be  given  to 
amend  in  case  of  an^  technical  error  ? 
Some  years  ago  a  petition  failed  in  oonse- 
qoence  of  an  error  m  the  form  of  the  recog- 
nisances, and  then  a  Bill  wm  brought  in  to 
cure  the  defect  i^i^^Qcl^P^nt* 
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Now,  bewuM  m  one  owe  Mmelodjr  luul 
made  a  mistake  about  the  sitting  of  a 
Committee,  another  special  Bill  was  brought 
in.  He  did  not  thiuk  that  an  expiring 
Parliament  was  the  best  to  deal  with  these 
matters,  and  he  would  suggest  that  the 
Speaker,  together  with  the  learned  Gen- 
tleman who  advised  him  upon  these  sub- 
jects, might  devise  a  comprehensire  Bill  to 
cure  all  the  known  defects  of  the  present 
law,  and  giving  the  House  power  to  take 
steps  to  secure  the  trial  of  all  election 
petitions  npon  their  substantial  merits. 
He  therefore  appealed  to  his  hon,  and 
learned  Friend  whether  he  would  now 
proeeed  with  the  Bill. 

Sir  COLHAN  0*LOOHLEN  said,  it 
was  true  that  he  introdoeed  the  Bill  in 
eimaeqaenoe  of  a  tedinieal  error  whiob 
ocenrrad  in  the  ease  of  the  Lishnm  Eleo- 
tion  Petition  last  Session.  But  his  Bill  went 
somewhat  farther  than  that  case,  for  it 
gave  power  to  revive  a  Committee  or  to 
appoint  a  new  one.  The  Bill  had  the 
approval  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown, 
and  he  must  proceed  with  it. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  oonfidffvd  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported without  Amendment ;  to  be  read  3** 
to*morrow. 

WRITS  REGISTRATION  (SCOTLAND). 
LEAVE.     FIBST  BEAJHITQ. 

Thb  lord  advocate  moved,  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  alter  and  amend 
the  system  r^istration  of  writs  relative 
to  land  in  Scotland.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Lord  said  the  Bill  was  similar  to  one  he 
had  introduced  last  year,  and  its  object  was 
to  Bobstitate  one  general  register  for  the 
doable  registration  now  required.  He  un- 
derstood that  an  hon.  Friend  intended  to 
propose  a  measure  whereby  the  eounty 
reguters  would  be  the  sole  registers.  That 
would  fairly  raise  the  question,  and  upon  it 
the  point  at  issue  could  be  discussed. 

Mb.  DTJ^LOP  said,  he  should  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  asking  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  make  the  eounty  register  the 
sole  register  of  writs  relating  to  uind. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  uter  and  amend  the  system  of 
the  Recistration  of  Writs,  relative  to  Land 
in  Seouand,  ordered  to  he  brought  in  by 
The  Lord  Adtocate,  Sir  QsoEftE  Gabt, 
ud  Sir  WiLLLUC  Dtwbar. 

BiU  premUad  ud  read  1«.  [Bill  41.] 

House  a4joanMd  at  half 
after  Eigbto'oloefc. 


HOTTSE   OF  LORDS, 

^Hdajf,  Fsbmarf  24, 1865. 

MINUTES.]  —  Sat  Fint  in  ParKametU  —  Tbe 
Lord  Ozonford,  after  the  Death  of  his  Fsthsr. 
Fttbuo  Bols  —  Firii  Reading — Attorneys  and 
SoUeitors'riff);  OivUBUl  Oonrtl  Procedure 
(Ireland)  Aot  (18M)  Amsndmeat*  (16); 

ATTORNEYS  AND  80U0IT0RS  BILL. 

[h.l,"]   frebehted.   first  reaoiho. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR,  in  pre- 
senting a  Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating 
to  Attorneys  and  Solieitors,  said :  My, 
Lords,  the  present  principle  of  rerooDerat- 
ing  attorneys  uid  soKators  ia  one  which 
requiries  amendment,  and  is  one  of  the 
instances  of  the  old  and  absurd  praotiee  of 
the  law  interfering  to  r^ulate  the  rights 
of  labour  and  of  determining  the  manner 
in  which  the  person  employed  shall  be  re- 
munerated.  According  to  the  present  sys* 
tern,  when  an  attorney  is  employed  by  a 
client  his  remuneration  is  governed  by  cer- 
tain fixed  rules,  from  which  it  is  impossible 
for  either  party  to  depart.  For  instance, 
supposing  a  solicitor  be  employed  to  collect 
and  distribute  the  assets  of  a  debtor  among 
his  creditors  on  the  terms  of  receiving  one- 
sixth  of  the  sums  so  distributed  as  his  re- 
muneration, such  a  contract  would  not  be 
legal,  and  oonld  not  be  enforced  between 
the  parties.  Another  objection  to  the 
present  system  is  that  the  charges  are 
based  on  a  most  mischievous  seale.  Take, 
for  example,  a  deed,  Tbe  remnneration 
for  preparing  a  deed  is  regulated  by  the 
quantity  of  writing  required;  so  that,  in- 
stead of  being  remunerated  according  to 
the  skill,  care,  time,  and  labour  expended 
in  drawing  it,  the  solicitor  is  paid  by  the 
yard.  In  proportion  to  tbe  number  of  words 
used  so  is  the  remuneration.  The  practice  is 
most  mischievoas,  as  it  leads  to  a  great  deal 
of  that  verbosity  and  tautology  whichoharao- 
terizes  legal  documents.  The  consequence 
of  the  practice  is  to  throw  a  great  oppro- 
brium on  a  numerous  and  honourable  body  of 
practitioners.  The  Bill  proposes  to  deal  with 
these  defects  by  a  very  simple  remedy — 
namely,  by  allowing  the  attorney  and  bis 
client  to  enter  into  a  contract  speeifying 
tbe  remnneration  to  be  given  for  the  work 
to  be  performed.  Of  eonrse  the  Bill  is  one 
which  requires  to  be  looked  at  with  eare 
and  attention,  and  I  feel  assured  that  I 
shall  have  the  assistance  of  yonr  Lord- 
.hip..  «d  mor.  -P-Wl,  rf  ^gg.g»|>J 


learaed  Friencls,  in  mj  eodearoDr  to  ac- 
eompltah  thii  great  nhjeet.  It  *»  singular 
that  until  I  brought  forward  mj  Bill  last 
Session  n*  attnapt  dMMiU  haTe  been  made 
to  remedy  the  acknovledged  and  admitted 
4efec(e  I  bare  referred  to. 

Bin  to  amend  tlie  Lav  relating  to  At- 
torae^a  and  Solieiton  —  praetUed,  and 
read  l\—{n$  LtrdCktmodtor)  (No.  15.) 

PATENT  RIGHTS. 
mPiLBS's  FATBHT  HIX— WBZQHX's 
PAIBIT  BILL. 

LoBD  BEDBSDAIiB  said,  he  had  peaU 

?oned  the  second  reading  of  the  Shepard's 
atent  Bill  and  Wright's  Patent  Bill~ 
both  prifBte  measnres — mitil  Monday  next, 
when  he  should  draw  their  Lordships'  atten- 
tion to  their  terms.  These  Bills  invoWed 
tiie  serions  question  whether  patentees  who 
.had  allowed  their  patents  to  expire  throngh 
not  ha  ring  paid  (be  fee  of  £100  at  tbe 
end  of  the  first  seven  years,  should  be  al- 
lewed  to  bring  in  Prirate  Bills  to  remedy 
a  neglect  of  which  tbe  patentees  tdemselrea 
had  been  gailty.  If  there  shoirid  be  any 
alteration  of  the  law  of  patents  it  woald  be 
well  to  insert  a  olanse  in  refer enoe  to  this 
partieolar. 

Thb  lord  chancellor  said,  the 
House  was  very  mtieh  indebted  to  the  nobte 
Lord  the  Chairman  of  Committees  for  har- 
itig  brought  (he  subject  under  their  notice. 
At  present  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  a  cer- 
tain discretion  of  relaxing  the  law  in  oases 
where  he  might  think  it  reasonable  to  do 
so.  In  the  Bill  which  he  hoped  to  be  able 
to  submit  to  the  House  for  amending  the 
law  of  patents  this  would  be  one  of  the 
matters  included;  and  if  the  clause  relating 
to  it  should  be  agreed  to  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  the  Commissioners  of  Patents  in 
equitable  cases  to  relax  the  mles  of  law. 

Lord  REDESDALB  said.  thedifBoulty 
was  to  know  wliere  the  line  should  Iw 
drawn  in  relaxing  the  law  —  whether  it 
riionld  be  eonfined  to  eases  the  lapse  of 
a  few  days,  or  extended  to  cover  the  lapse 
of  three  months.  He  thoeght  that  if  the 
patentees  did  not  pay  the  £100  at  the 
proper  time  there  should  be  a  further  time 
allowed  to  them — say  one  month;  and  that 
they  should  be  required  to  pay  the  penalty 
of  £200  or  £300. 

Lord  STANLEY  op  ALDBRLEY  in- 

anired  in  whst  manner  the  neeessity  of 
iiese  BiHs  had  arisen  ? 
Lmo  RBDESDALE  said,  it  wu  called 
*'in«dTOTteDee."  In  om  eaae  the  eaiue 
2U  £ord  ChattctOor 


allied  was  st^nass  in  tha  yatantoe** 
SsmUy,  and  be  waa  dtspoaed  ta  thiiA  it 
waa  an  honest  ease  of  inttdrertenee. 

The  Bail  or  BLLENBOROUGHaaked 
whether,  if  tbe  nwn^  was  not  paid  at  the 
proper  time,  the  patent  did  not  lapse  ?  In 
that  caae  the  Bill  was  not  to  eoatimn  ike 
patent,  but  to  rerire  it.  And,  what  be 
asked,  was  to  be  the  position  of  those  wfao^ 
in  the  tntenral.  knowing  the  patent  had 
lapsed,  had  appropriated  the  inrentien  t 

hoKD  CRANWORTH  soggested,  that 
tbe  BUI  ahont  to  be  introdo^  might  eon- 
taia  a  olanse  making  1^  Bill  reireapee- 
tire,  if  the  Lord  Chaneellor  abonld  tbkk 
6t  in  tbe  particular  oases  for  whieh  Prtrcle 
Bills  -were  bow  before  Ae  House. 

Lord  REDESDALB  thought  that  a 
Sxed  rule  oaght  to  be  laid  down  te  meet 
all  casea  of  lapsed  patents,  and  that 
nothing  oaght  to  be  left  to  ^o  diseretieH 
of  the  Lord  Chancelhv  or  the  GbairflBan  of 
Committees. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  said,  the 
question  for  their  Lordships  to  consider 
was,  whether  they  wonid  permt  these  j>nss 
legia  to  be  brought  in  in  partimbr  oases 
to  relieve  men  from  the  forfwlure  which 
tbej  had  incurred  by  reason  of  their  not 
obserriog  a  well  known  law.  If  they  per- 
mitted it,  then,  of  eourse,  their  Lordsh^w 
mast  he  satisfied  by  the  same  proofs  of  the 
fact  as  would  be  required  by  a  Court  of 
Equity,  and  that,  of  course,  would  haTe  to 
be  obtained  by  referring  the  Bill  to  a  Select 
Committee.  The  difficulty  suggested  by 
the  nuUe  Earl  near  him  (tbe  Ear4  of  Ellen- 
borough)  was,  no  doubt,  a  very  important 
one.  Tbe  moment  a  patent  ceased,  tbe 
invention  became  public  property,  and  if 
their  Lordships  interfered  to  set  np  a 
patent  again,  how  were  they  to  eorer  tbe 
interrsl  between  the  lapse  of  the  patent 
and  the  time  when  the  Bill  received  the 
Royal  Assent.  No  doubt  great  ioconveni- 
enoe  would  be  produced,  and  he  eould 
hardly  see  how  a  eonrt  of  jnstiee  eonld  give 
a  remedy  in  sneb  a  ease. 

METEOPOUTAN  SEWAGE— aEFOET 
OF  THE  SELECT  OOMMITTSE. 
OOSIBTATIOXa.  QVEBnOK. 

The  Earl  of  LONGFORD,  in  rising  to 
call  attention  to  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  upon 
Metropolitan  Sewage  of  laat  Session  ;  and 
to  ask  if  it  is  intended  te  take  any  ateps 
ta  earn  enb  the  Maommm^ons  of  tbe 
Coannttee,  aaid,  ^S^ykivdiSgl(Ae 
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Seleet  Committee  appointed  by  the  other 
HooM  dnring  the  mst  SeirioB  of  Fult*- 
ment,  were  Int  directed  to  the  general 
miijeot  of  the  vtiliaation  of  the  sewage  of 
London  and  other  large  towns.  Their 
ioqahies  were  directed  afterwards  to  the 
general  subject  of  the  pollutioQ  of  rirers. 
Daring  late  jears  the  subject  of  the  dispo^ 
mU  of  town  refuBe  bad  Berioaaly  ooeapled 
the  attention  of  the  public  generally,  and 
especially  of  the  local  boards  who  had  the 
charge  of  the  interior  police  of  cities.  The 
old  and  imperfect  system  of  scavenging  and 
house  drainage,  had  gradually  been  super- 
seded by  other  systems,  which,  howerer, 
were  oot  DDiTersally  allowed  to  be  improre- 
mentfl,  inaimaeh  as  some  obstinate  persons 
appeared  to  be  of  opinion  that  these  mangea 
had  not  always  been  in  the  right direetion. 
The  advantage,  howcTeri  right  or  wronc, 
wo  hare  the  present  system  to  deal  with, 
with  ita  advantages,  and  widi  its  defecta, 
was  the  rapid  removal  of  the  refuse,  which  it 
was  desirable  to  get  rid  of.   Its  defect  was 
that  the  nltimate  disposal  of  this  refuse 
had  never  been  satisfaietorily  provided  for. 
The  works  constructed  for  drainage  had 
had  the  effect  of  only  partially  remedying 
the  one  great  evil,  whioh  required  imme- 
diate treatment,  at  the  eipense  of  creat- 
ing another,  the  conseqaences  of  which, 
though  perhaps  at  some  distant  date,  were 
nevertheless  sure  to  ensue.    JNo  outlet 
for  this  large  systemattc  sewerage  had  been 
considered,  except  into  the  nearest  water, 
whether  auch  water  were  the  sea,  a  large 
river,  a  pond,  or  a  eanal  with  scarcely  any 
flow  of  water  through  it.    The  result  was 
thit  within  a  very  few  years  after  our  im- 
proved sanitary  arrangements  have  come 
into  operation,  it  is  found  that  the  shores 
of  watering  places  to  which  the  public 
resorted  for  health  and  pleasure,  were 
foul   with   every  kind  of  abomination  ; 
and  further,  oar  water  supply  was  tainted 
in  many  of  its  sources,  fish  were  killed, 
and  a  large  store  of  valuable  manure  was 
not  only  wasted,  but  converted  into  poison. 
The  first  matter  which  came  before  the 
Committee  of  last  year,  was  the  different 
plans  snggested  for  dealing  with  the  Lon- 
don sewage.    The  officials  of  the  Meuopo- 
litan  Board  of  Worb^  and  many  gentlemen 
scientifiodly  and  commereially  interested 
in  the  qaestien,  were  examined  before  the 
Committee,  which  eotleeted  a  great  amount 
of  very  rahiable  information  on  the  sabject ; 
but,  as  might  have  been  expected  in  a  pro- 
ject ae  new  and  of  such  great  extent,  a 
great  deal  of  this  testimony  was  very  eon- 


flicting.   The  qneition  thga  beeaan  oom- 
{dioated  by  referenoea  to  aome  deatiaga 
entered  into  by  the  Board  of  Worka  with 
eootraets  and  eontraetors,  whiefa  were  not 
the  direct  snbjects  of  the  inquiry.  The 
Committee  reported  shortly  as  to  that 
part  of   the  inquiry,  that  more  might 
have  been  done  by  the  Board  of  Worka 
towards  the  profitable  disposal  of  th« 
sewage  of  London ;  and  they  added  the 
opinion  that,  ereo  if  &  pecuniary  benefit 
were  not  to  be  procured,  such  a  considera- 
tion ou^t  not  to  deter  looal  authorities 
from  taking  all  possible  »tep9  to  ntiliaa 
the  sewage  from  towns  and  oitiea.  He 
understood  that  Ae  Board  of  Woi^s  was 
no  longer  open  to  tba  ehai<ge  of  being  slow 
in  taking  meana  to  abate  this  evil,  inaa* 
much  as  diey  bad  proviuonally  accepted  a 
tender  for  the  dispow  of  the  sewage  upon  a 
certain  tract  of  land  to  be  redaimed  from 
tbeaea,  and  the  project  waa  now  before  the 
Parliament  for  approval  dnring  the  pro* 
sent  Session.     The  plan  had  bis  best 
wishes  as  a  great  national  experiment,  the 
result  of  which  may  be  a  great  national 
benefit.  The  Comimttee  then  inquired  into 
the  value  of  the  sewage  as  an  agricultural 
manure.    On  that  subject,  too,  there  was 
a  variety  of  opioions.  The  result,  however, 
was  that  in  the  opinion  of  some,  the  farm- 
ers would  be  safe  in  giving  a  bat^enny  a 
ten  for  this  matter.    Other  authorities, 
however,  thought  it  was  worth  at  least 
double  that  amount.   T  he  ratepayera  natu> 
nA\j  adopted  the  higher  estimate,  and 
were  so  well  pleased  to  bear  that  the  sewage 
of  the  metropolis  was  worth  £2.000,000 
a  year  that  they  were  considering  how 
they  would  expend  that  money.  Exrperi- 
ments  of  all  kinds  had  been  made  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country  to  determine  its 
agricultural  value.    He  himself  had  made 
a  small  experiment,  and  though  he  had  not 
tabulated  the  results  in  a  sientific  manner, 
be  was  well  satisfied  with  them.  The 
Committee  were  able  to  satisfy  themselves 
as  to  the  value  of  sewage,  and  to  report 
that  such  undertakings  as  he  had  referred 
to  might  be  made  to  result  in  a  profit  to 
those  who  embarked  in  them.    If  this  can 
be  realiaed  the  nation  most  gain  by  the 
increased  prodnctivenees  of  the  soil ;  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  good  percentage 
on  his  enlarged  buriness  will  remain  with 
the  farmer.    It  had  been  snpnosed  that 
landowners  would  object  to  the  ate  of 
sewage  npon  their  lands  ;  but  that  ap- 
prehenuon  had   been  removed  by  tbo 
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they  wovld  not  ol^eot  to  the  improre- 
ment  of  their  landa  bj  the  tue  of  sewage. 
The  Committee  next  proeeeded  to  eonsider 
the  important  question  of  tiie  poQation  of 
iiTers,  upon  whieh  they  took  much  endenoe. 
Upon  this  point  the  witnesses  were  unani- 
moas ;  residents,  inspectors  of  fisheries, 
doctors,  all  coneorred,  in  the  opinion  that 
the  watercourses  were  exposed  to  the 
greatest  possible  injary.  The  Committee 
reported  according  to  that  evidence,  that 
the  puIlutioD  of  the  watercourses  by  the 
deposit  of  sewage  was  most  detrimental 
to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  towns 
and  cities,  and  that  it  was  highly  necessary 
that  sneh  a  praotiee  sfaontd  be  diseontinued. 
The  Committee  then  consulted  the  lawyers 
ibr  an  explanation  of  the  state  of  the  law 
nnder  which  such  an  abuse  could  continae, 
but  got  little  eomfbrt  from  those  gentlemen. 
They  were  told  that  there  were  many  laws, 
beginning  in  rery  aneient  times,  and  com- 
ing down  to  the  last  Health  of  Towns  Act ; 
but  although  these  Acts  provided  remedies 
for  nnisanoes,  yet  they  were  inoperative, 
because  of  the  difficulty  of  putting  them 
in  force.  The  Committee  summed  np  their 
labour  by  the  expression  of  this  opinion — 

"  That  whereas  it  had  baen  deoided  that  it  was 
a  naiaanoe  in  cotnmoD  law  to  disobarge  an7  sew- 
age into  rivers,  nevertbeless  the  law  was  inope- 
rative from  the  want  of  powers  to  enforce  it." 

And  tbey  recommended  the  establishment 
of  some  authority  with  jurisdiction  over 
the  catchment  basins  of  each  river  and  its 
tributaries,  with  powers  to  make  and  to  en- 
force regulations  for  the  protection  of  the 
watereonrses.  The  principle  is  already 
admitted  in  several  Acts  imposing  penal- 
Ues  for  injury  to  watereonrses  by  manu- 
facturing ref^  or  other  noxioos  matters; 
but  from  defective  machinery  these  Acts 
do  not  give  the  protection  they  promise. 
It  was  clear  that  the  time  had  now  ar- 
rived when  Parliament  should  show  itself 
disposed  to  legislate  upon  this  subject, 
and  to  prove  to  those  having  the  ooDtrol 
over  the  construction  of  the  sewage  works 
Chat  they  could  not  be  permitted  to  create  a 
nuisance  beyond  their  own  boundaries. 
A  great  offender  in  this  matter  had  recently 
been  found  at  Windsor  Castle,  where  a  new 
and  costly  system  of  drainage  had  been 
constructed  to  pollnte  the  Thames.  It  was 
to  be  regretted  that  the  Office  of  Works 
had  lost  an  excellent  opportunity  of  setting  a 
better  example  to  the  rest  of  the  country  by 
the  eonsCruetien  of  model  works  in  this  case, 
for  imitation  in  other  localities  similarly  sit- 
uated. He  hoped,  however,  tiiM  it  wMtHH^ 
JU  Earl  of  loHgftrd 


as  had  been  stated,  that  local  authnitiei 
were  now  convinced  of  the  importanoe  id 
this  anbject;  and  that  when  sncn  an  autho- 
rity as  the  Committee  had  reeommanded 
should  be  established,  its  duty  would  be 
rather  to  assist  than  to  coerce  local  bodiea 
to  adopt  the  best  means  of  disposing  of  the 
sewage  and  of  purifjing  the  watercourses. 
Although  he  had  no  special  knowledge 
upon  this  subject,  yet  he  felt  it  was  so 
important  to  the  whole  country  that  he 
hoped  their  Lordships  would  excuse  him 
for  baring  brought  it  under  their  notice. 
The  noble  Earl  coneloded  by  asking. 
Whether  it  is  intended  to  take  any  steps 
to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  npM 
Metropolitan  Sewage  ? 

The  Eakl  or  ESSEX  said,  that  hav- 
ing had  eonaiderable  experienee  on  die 
subject  of  sewage  as  applicable  to  land  for 
agricultural  purposes,  he  could  not  allow 
that  opportunity  to  pass  without  ezpreaa- 
ing  his  satisfaction  at  seeing  this  most 
important  question  occupying  the  serious 
attention  of  Parliament,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  oountry  at  large.  Kot  only  in  the 
metropolis,  but  in  alt  of  the  great  towns, 
large  sums  of  money  were  expended  in 
disposing  of  the  sewage,  some  of  them 
with  the  simple  sanitary  object  of  removing 
it,  others  with  the  more  enlarged  views  of 
utilising  it.  Looking  at  the  subject  in  a 
sanitary  point  of  view,  he  thooght  that  if 
anything  could  be  dona  to  prevent  our 
rivers  and  streams,  which  should  he  sources 
of  health  and  pleasure,  from  further  pi^- 
lutiott,  it  wonld  be  a  great  public  ben^t. 
But,  beyond  that,  if  what  had  been  a 
nuisance  eonld  he  converted  into  a  aonrce 
of  profit  to  the  ratepayers  and  to  the 
agriculturists  an  advantage  beyond  all 
calculation  could  be  conferred  upon  the 
whole  country.  It  had  been  ascertained 
by  men  eminent  in  science  who  had  closely 
analysed  the  sewage  of  towns  that  it  con- 
tained all  the  elements  necessary  for  the 
fertilization  of  land.  That  being  a  set- 
tled point,  it  became  a  mere  engineering 
question  as  to  what  were  the  best  means 
by  which  (his  valuable  substance  could  be 
brought  to  and  distributed  over  the  land. 
He  believed  that  if  any  of  their  liordships 
having  land  in  the  nmghbeurhood  of  large 
towns  coald  proenre  the  sewage  of  those 
towns  to  be  brought  upon  their  land  at  a 
cost  of  Id.  per  ton,  ndtber  they  nor  tiieir 
tenants  would  hare  any  cause  to  regret 
the  ootiay.   It  eost  him  about  l^d  per 
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satisfied  irith  the  resnlt  of  his  operatioDS 
during  the  last  ten  years.  If  the  results 
were  not  so  satisfactory  as  they  ought  to 
have  been,  it  arose  not  from  any  inherent 
fault  in  the  system,  but  because,  like  all 
pioneers,  he  bad  suffered  from  imperfect 
knowledge  and  want  of  experience.  Those 
persons  who  would  now  adopt  the  system 
would  hare  the  benefit  of  all  past  expert- 
neots,  and  would  avoid  many  of  the  dis- 
appointments which  at  first  presented 
themselTes.  He  bad  suffiared  at  first  be- 
cause  be  had  been  under  an  erroneous 
impraaaion  as  to  the  amount  of  sewage 
necesian'  to  be  apfdied  to  a  given  area  of 
land.  He  had  calculated  that  the  amount 
of  sewage  at  his  disposal  would  be  suffi- 
eieut  for  230  acres,  but  he  had  since  found 
that  the  utmost  be  could  obtain  would  only 
suffice  for  seventy-fire  acres.  He  would 
venture  to  say  to  all  who  might  be  dis- 
posed to  enter  upon  this  field  of  enterprise 
—avoid  small  dressings  upon  large  areas 
—but  on  the  contrary,  hold  to  large  dress- 
ings on  small  areas.  The  first  system  will 
entail,  I  think,  heavy  outlay  and  small 
returns,  the  latter  a  comparative  small 
outUy  with.  I  believe,  abundant  and  satis- 
factory resnlts.  He  was  glad  the  subject 
had  been  brought  under  their  Lordships* 
notice,  and  he  was  eonvineed  the  greatest 
benefits  would  accrue  to  the  country  from 
the  general  utilisation  of  the  sewage. 

Eabl  GRANVILLE  was  understood  to 
Bay,  that  their  Lordships  must  have  derived 
Dueb  pleasure  from  the  speeches  which  had 
been  delivered  by  the  two  noble  Lords,  who 
had  directed  not  only  theoretical  but  practi- 
cal attention  to  the  subject.  His  answer  to 
the  question  of  the  noble  Earl  opposite 
would  be  a  very  simple  one,  for  he  was 
happy  to  say  that  the  noble  Lord  who  had 
presided  over  the  Committee  with  great  in- 
dustry and  ability  iu  the  other  House  (Lord 
Robert  Montagu),  was  himself  prepared  to 
introduce  a  Bill  upon  the  subject  into  Par- 
liament. He  was  afhtid  that  the  House  of 
Commons  would  hardly  consent  to  the  mea- 
sure in  its  present  form;  but  the  Home 
Office  was  at  this  moment  in  communica- 
tion with  that  noble  Lord,  and  the  resnlt 
would,  be  hoped,  lead  to  the  framing  of  a 
Bill  which  would  commend  itself  to  the 
adoption  of  Parliament. 

House  a^ioorned  at  Six  o'clock, 
tiU  HoDds7  next,  Bteven 
o'clock. 


VOL.  GIiXXTIL   [xhied  iniii.] 


HOUSE  OP  COUHOKB, 
Irida^t  Fsbruarj/  24,  1866. 

MINUTES.]  —  Niw  HxusiB  Swoait  —  Henry 
William  Sotmeider,  esquire,  for  Lancaster 
Borough. 

Ssuot  Comunn — Ob  VjUosUod  of  Lands  and 
Heritages  (ScotUod)  empointed;  Bankruptcy 
Aet ;  Mr.  K.  Hodgran  dudt,,  Mr.  Danlop<i<«lBi2. 

Ordered — Game  (Ireland)  *  ;  Sheep,  Ac.  Protec- 
tion (Ireland)  *. 

FirH  iZftititn^— Affirmations  (Scotland)*  [40]; 
Writs  Registration  (Scotland)*  [II]  ;  Game 
(Ireland)  *  [43]  ;  Sheep,  <kc  Protection  (Ire- 
l»Bd)*[48]. 

Select  CammiUee— On  Conrts  of  Justice  Conoen- 
trstion  (Site)*  [11]  nominaUd;  Private  BiU 
Costs  *  [7]  nominaied. 

Committee — Bankruptoy  and  Insolvency  (Ireland) 
Act  Amendment*  [34]  ;  Felony  and  Wsde- 
meanor  Evidenoe  and  Practice  *  [31]. 

Report  —  Bankruptoy  and  Insolrenoy  (belaod) 
Act  Amendment*  [34]  ;  Felony  and  Hisds- 
mssaor  Evidence  and  Practice  *  £S1]. 

LIVERPOOL  UOENSINO  BILL. 

{hjf  Order) — second  BzADma. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time/' 

Mr.  LAWSON,  in  rising  to  more  the 
Amendment  <^  wbieh  he  hu  given  notioe, 

**  That  the  granting  of  Hoenees  for  the  sale  of 
intucieatiog  liquors  is  a  subject  which  ought  not 
at  present  to  be  dealt  with  hj  a  private  BiU," 

said,  that  it  might  be  considered  an  extra- 
ordinary course  to  oppose  a  Private  Bill, 
but  the  fact  waa,  it  was  an  extraordinary 
Bill,  It  was  substantially  the  same  mea- 
sure which  came  before  the  House  two 
years  ago,  when,  although  two  Cabinet 
Ministers  spoke,  and  eighteen  Members  of 
the  Administration  voted  in  its  favour,  it 
was  rejected  by  a  msjority  of  sixteen — and 
he  hoped  a  similar  course  would  be  pursued 
on  the  present  occasion.  Moreover,  he  did 
not  see  now  it  could  be  called  a  Private  Bill, 
seeing  that  it  dealt  with  the  taxation  of  the 
country ;  and  there  were  olanses  which, 
as  they  provided  for  an  increase  of  the 
rate  to  be  paid  for  licences,  could  not, 
he  tliooghtf  properly  form  part  of  a  Private 
Bill ;  but  as  u»  Speaker  had  informed 
him  that  they  must  nnder  any  eircum- 
fttanees  be  eonsidered  by  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  he  would  not  press  his 
objection  upon  that  point.  The  promoters 
of  the  Bill  were  the  Licensed  Victuallers* 
Association  of  Liverpool,  and  they  had  in 
their  speeches  and  in  the  papers  which 
tbey  bad  oircuUted  declared  that  they  had 
de«fl^ed  it  a.  •  m<»^,J^,e|gei5^t 
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great  draDkenneBS  and  oonseqaent  miBer; 
which  at  present  existed  in  Lirerpool,  and 
prerailed  amoag  the  niddle  and  higher 
as  well  as  the  lower  olaases.  They  eom- 
plaiaed  thai,  tlie  au^stfates^  had  graated 
ifrOM  |6ar,  at  Ae>  last  Uimsnig  Mseion, 
149,  and  in  fire  years  no  less  than  345 
new  fioences,  and',  as  a  conBeq,aence,  they 
alleged  that  drunkennasa  was  nore  rife  in 
liiferpoal  thui  in  my  etkar  town  in  fia^ 
land.  It  had  been  strted  that  tiiis  nea- 
anre  carriri  out  the  reeomroandationa  of 
the  CoBamittes  of  tiiat  House,  which  was 
presided  over  by  the  present  President  of 
"the  Poor  Lvw  Board  some  Inrdve  yeam 
ago ;  bttt  that  was  not  exactly  the  ease. 
The  proTisions,  which  were  in  harmony 
with  tho  recommendations  of  that  Com- 
mittee were,  Ibafe  there  should  be  an  uni- 
fom  Iwenoe  for  all  houaes  for  the  sale  «l 
intoxicating  drinks,  pntting  beerTiooaes  and 
public-houses  upon  the  same  fdoting ;  that 
a  person  ebtaininff  a  licence  sbonld.  give  a 
bond  for  his  good  oehaviour;  that  the  pur- 
chasers of  drink  at  unlicensed  boases,  as 
well  as  the  aellers,  should  be  liable  to  puo- 
ishmeai  ;  that  the  fee  for  a  licence  ahonld 
be  raised  to  £Z0 ;  and  that  the  rigfata  and 
privili^gea  of  evetia^  Ueenee  faoldera  ahoald 
be  lawd  for  a  penod  ef  fonrteen  yeara. 
Thaaa  pnmsuna  had  aH  been  aaggested 
^  tiM  Gennitte&  The  eemmittee,  bow- 
ever,  alln  leeemimnded  the  appointment 
of  B|)eeial  inspeotors  for  pnblic-boosefl,  the 
eloemr  for  all  bnt  four  hours  on  Sundays, 
and  tne  desing  of  pubKe-houBes  every 
night  at  eleven  o'clock.  No  snch^  provi- 
sions were  indnded  in  this  Bill,  and  there- 
fore it  came  before  t#»e  House  as  a  very 
diffiBrent  plan  from  that  reoommended  by 
the  Committee  of  1863.  The  Bill  also 
eontained  a  clause— which  is  entirely  their 
own— -woviding  that  no  licence  should  be 
granted  te  any  house  which  was  not  rated 
to  the  poor  at  the  amount  of  £50  a  year 
—a  regulation  which,  if  carried  out.  he 
should  be  disposed  to  regard  as  beneficial. 
If  that  had  been  the  whole  of  the  measore 
he  ehooM  not  have  opposed  bet  it  con- 
tained other  proTieions  which  were  noet 
objectionable  and  inadmissible.  It  took 
away  the  only  protection  whieh  tlte  people 
now  had  against  the  establishment  of  these 
houses.  At  present  a  disoretion  was  vested 
in  the  magistratea  as  to  the  granting  of 
licences  (o  new  faooeos,  and  that  discretion 
the  Bill  took  away.  In  addttnon  to  thia, 
there  wma  a  most  extraordinary  daase, 
vhieh  he-conld  best  eiplaitt  by  reading  a 
■ntenee  ftom  the  pMBphl«t  of  ICr.  Bwy 


Booth,  a  Liverpool  magistratew  The  Bill 
propoeed  to  exempt  from  its  operation  all 
axiatrng  public-faoitses  for  fonrteen  years  ; 
and,  aa  the  gross  amount  at  present  paid 
far  lioenceB  was  £30,000  a  year,  it  followed 
that  if  the  prices  were  doubled,  existing 
paUfa-housea  would  have  an  annual  ex- 
emption to  the  amount  of  £30,000  a  year. 
Mr.  Booth  called  this  "a  eondliatron 
bonus."  Now  be  (Ur.  Iiawson)  saw  no 
reason  why  that  Hocbo  aboiUd  vote  a> 
"eonmUation  bonaa"of  £30,000  a  year 
to  the  lioenaed  viotnallen  at  Liverpod, 
nMwa  oapedally  when  it  waa  remembered 
that  there  were  among  them  200  or  300 
who,  according  te  the  atatementa  of  the 
licensed  victuallers  themselves,  conducted 
;  their  buBinesa  in  so  diBreputable  a  manner 
that  they  would  not  permit  t^em  to  be 
members  of  their  association.  Let  the  Bill 
^be  as  good  as  it  might,  however,  he  ob- 
jected to  a  great  public  question  being 
;  dealt  with  by  a  Private  Bill.  However 
unwilling  that  House  might  be  to  diaeasa 
the  question  of  the  regulation  of  the  ade 
of  intoxicating  drinks,  there  was  no  doubt 
it  was  one  in  which  people  oat  of  doors 
felt  the  greatest  iatwest ;  and  when  ho 
.brought  forward  a  measure  open  the  lob- 

S'  ethe  did  not  intradnee  it  as  a  Private 
ill,  bnt  openly  ud  frankly  as  a  Public 
one.  Woud  the  House  now  eetablish  the 
principle  that  any  five  or  six  men  in  any 
town  who  eodd  scrape  together  £500  with 
which  to  hire  barristers  to  explain  their 
views  might  carry  out  in  legidation  any 
principles  as  to  whieh  they  could  satisfy  a 
Committee  of  four  upstairs  ?  The  hon. 
Member  for  Huddersfield  (Ur.  Leatham) 
Bccoaed  the  promoters  <^  the  FermisBive 
Bill  of  aoUng  unooostttationally,  and  of 
aAtempUng  to  deal  with  this  aacred  subject, 
the  sale  of  drink,  in  a  manner  which  waa 
not  in  accordance  with  the  coatom  of  Par^ 
liameot.  What  would  he  say  to  this  Bill, 
by  which  it  i^peared  to  him  Uiat  an  at- 
tempt was  hdng  made  to  amnggle  a  great 
pahlie  qvedjon  through  the  Hense  by 
means  of  a  private  measure  ?  He  hop^ 
that  the  House  would  not  be  induoed, 
dther  by  the  respect  which  was  dne  te  the 
two  boo.  Gentlemen  who  had  charge  of  the 
Bill,  or  even  by  the  influrace  of  the  Qo- 
vemment,  if  they  should  be  so  unwiae  as 
to  exert  it,  to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time. 
In  conctuaion,  he  be^^ed  to  move  that 
"  the  granting  of  licences  for  the  aale  of 
intoxicating  liquora  ia  a  subject  which 
ought  not  at  present  to  be  dealt  with  hj 
any  Private  BiM/'oigitizedbyGoOgle 
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AuMndBMnt  propose^ 

To  l«m  out  from  Um  wont."  Thatj"  to  dw 
eod  of  the  Qoastion,  in  ordsr  to  add  tiie  wwdi 
"  the  gntntiog  of  UoenoM  for  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
ofttiDg  liquora  ia  a  aabjoot  wbioli  ought  not  at 
prasent  to  bo  dmlt  wita  b]r  mj  FriTato  BiU,"— 
\Mr.  Leaimn,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Motion  made,  and  Qneatioo  proposed, 
'*  Tbat  the  words  proposed  to  he  left  out 
atand  part  of  the  Qaestion." 

Hr.  HORSPALL  said,  that  he  was 
■oqirised  that  the  hon.  Hemher  for  Car- 
lisle (Hr.  Lawson)  shoold  hsTO  tdten  this 
coorse.  Last  year  that  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  introduced  a  measure  called  the 
PermisBive  Bill,  bj  irhioli  he  intended  to 
eheek  intemperance,  and  now  when  another 
Bill  was  brought  in  having  the  same  ob- 
ject, hut  not  adopting  his  machinery,  he 
thought  it  right  to  oppose  it.  The  Bill 
was  subataDtiallj  the  same  as  that  of  1863. 
but  it  was  a  mistake  to  say  it  was  sup- 

E)rted  solely  by  the  licensed  Tiotuallers  of 
iTorpool.  Petitions  in  its  favour  had  been 
presented  from  the  magistrates,  town-coun- 
cil, and  select  vestry  of  Liverpool,  the 
Board  of  GhiardiaDs  of  the  West  Derby 
Union  (the  largest  Union  in  England),  and 
the  Tozteth  Park  Board  of  Guardians. 
The  only  provisions  of  the  Bill  which  were 
not  to  be  found  iu  the  Bill  of  1863  were 
the  clauses  whose  object  was  to  check  the 
licensing  of  public-houses  in  neighbour- 
hoods where  they  were  not  wanted,  by  fix- 
ing a  ratable  value  to  houses  below  which 
licences  should  not  be  given,  which  fixed 
the  licence  at  the  increased  sum  of  £30 
a  year,  and  made  it  uniform  for  all  bouses, 
thus  abolishing  the  distinotioa  between 
pnblio  -  hooses  and  beershops;  while,  as 
bad  been  stated,  it  carried  out  as  many 
as  seven  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  of  1853.  There  was  no  town 
in  the  kingdom  in  whieh  greater  efforts 
had  been  made  to  provide  for  the  recrea- 
tion and  the  moral  and  social  improvement 
of  the  people  than  in  Liverpool,  and  yet, 
notwithstanding  tbat,  there  was  no  other 
town  in  which  intemperance  prevailed  to 
BO  great  an  extent.  It  appeared  from  the 
Beport  of  the  Chief  Constable  of  Police 
that  the  number  of  cases  of  drunkenness 
in  Liverpool  were  in  the  year  1861,9,834; 
in  1862,  12,076;  in  1863,  13,912;  and 
in  1864,  14.002.  Adding  the  coses  of 
assault  ariung  from  drnnkenness  the  num- 
ber would  be  17,265;  and  of  27,000  cases 
of  dnukenness  id  Lanoashire,  as  neariy 
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aa  poseiUe  one-half  oecurred  in  Liverpool. 
It  might  be  said  that  the  presence  of 
sailors  acconnted  for  the  excess;  but  com- 
pared with  other  seaports,  that  town  showed 
equally  unfavonrably.  It  had  been  stated 
in  print  that  there  were  in  Liverpool,  in 
proportion  to  the  population,  six  times  aa 
many  eases  of  drunkenoesa  as  in  Hull, 
seven  times  as  many  as  in  London,  and 
fourteen  times  as  many  as  in  Bristol.  He 
doubted  whether  that  statement  wonU  ha 
borne  out  by  faets;  but  he  was  eonrineed 
that  there  waa  three  or  four  tamea  as  mueh 
dmnkenneas  in  Liverpod  as  in  any  other 
town  in  the  kingdom,  Uoreover,  Br.  Bu- 
chanan, who  was  last  year  sent  by  the 
Government  to  inquire  into  an  epidemio 
which  was  raging  in  Liverpool,  reported 
that  intemperance  was  one  of  its  main 
causes;  and  Mr.  Nugent,  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic chaplain  of  the  gaol,  traced  tbe 
crimes  of  seven-tenths  of  the  prisoners  to 
the  same  source.  He  hsd  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  a  great  portion  of  this  state  of 
things  arose  from  the  system  of  unrestrict- 
ed licensing.  It  was  easy  to  Uame  the 
magistrates;  but  hon.  Members  must  re- 
member that  in  great  towns  ^ere  was  ft 
targe  body  of  magistrates,  and  it  could  not 
be  expected  Uiat  they  should  all  Mtertain 
the  same  views  upon  this  sobjeot.  Some 
of  them  were  favourable  to  granting  U- 
oenees,  others  were  opposed  to  it;  and  the 
consequenoe  was  that  there  was  the  great- 
est discrepanoy  in  the  number  of  liceneee 

f ranted  m  each  Session.  In  tbe  year 
861,  when  those  who  desired  to  restrict 
licences  were  in  a  majority,  only  twenty- 
eight  licences  were  granted;  but  next  year 
a  superior  number  of  the  other  side  were 
present,  and  they  granted  124  licenees. 
In  the  following  year,  when  the  friends  of 
the  resteieting  system  were  again  in  the 
majority,  only  thirty-six  licenees  were 
given;  bat  last  year,  when  tbe  other  sec- 
tion prevailed,  the  number  rose  to  147. 
It  could  not  be  said  that  the  magistrates 
did  not  punish  with  sufficient  aeverity  the 
offences  of  persons  who  held  licences.  In 
1861,  363  penalties  were  inflicted,  amount- 
ing to  ^0213  ;  in  1862,  383,  amountinfr  to 
£268;  in  1863,  397,  amounting  to  £506; 
and  io  1864,  600.  amounting  to  £957. 
Was  there  not  a  case  for  legislation,  and 
what  were  the  objections  nrgwl  against  it? 
They  were  told  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  l^islation  ought  to  be  by  an  Imperial 
and  not  by  a  local  measnre.  Bnt  bow  long 
were  they  to  wait  for  this  Imperial  logi^ 
y  J  A^iz  WOO^^t 
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Oommittee  made  ita  Report,  and  no  Botion 
had  beeu  taken  upon  it.  The  opposition 
to  this  Bill  proceeded  from  the  licensed 
Tictnallers  of  London,  and  at  the  confer- 
ence at  Derby  the  representatives  of  that 
bodj  objected  not  to  local  legislation,  but 
to  anj  legislation  at  all.  He  eamestlj  ap- 
pealed to  the  House  not  to  rejeot  this  mea- 
sure, but  to  allow  it  to  go  before  a  Com- 
nuttee,  by  whom  every  clause  tnij^t  be  con- 
udered  and  reported  upon  to  that  House. 

Ub.  W.  £.  FORSTEB  saidi  that  he 
■honld  Tote  aguiut  the  seeond  reading  of 
this  1^11,  not  because  it  wai  opposed  by 
the  lieoised  ntuallera  of  London,  bat 
heeanse  tvo  public  pmmples  of  immense 
importance  were  IttTolred  in  it — ^tbeabolition 
of  the  discretion  of  magistrates  in  granting 
licences  and  putting  all  licences  upon  the 
same  fooling  ;  and  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  House  to  apply  socb  principles  to 
Liverpool  without  feeling  itself  pledged  to 
extend  them  to  the  whole  country.  If  the 
changes  proposed  were  good  for  Liverpool 
they  were  good  for  the  rest  of  the  country, 
and  therefore  he  thought  the  House  ought 
not  to  acquiesce  in  the  present  measure.  At 
the  same  time  he  must  admit  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  (Mr.  Horsfaira)  eonatituents 
had  much  reason  to  complun  of  the  Go- 
TommeDt  for  neglecting  to  legislate  on  the 
Bobject.  That  uie  measure  presented  two 
Tears  ago  waa  supported  from  the  Treasury 
Bench  and  waa  rejected  by  the  House,  not 
npon  iti  merits,  but  beoanse  they  could 
not  paw  sneh  a  Bill  for  a  particular  town, 
was  a  very  strong  reason  why  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  kept  their  promises  and 
brought  in  a  general  licensing  Bill,  and  he 
could  not  conc«vo  why  that  had  not  been 
done.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment was  ready  with  a  Bill,  but  afterwards 
declined  to  produce  it.  That  refusal  could 
not  have  been  occasioned  by  the  merits  of 
the  licensing  question,  but  must  have  rested 
upon  other  grounds.  Acting  in  obedience  to 
the  feelings  of  the  country  might  be 
earned  too  far,  and  a  Ministry  might  for- 

SBt  th«r  duty  in  considering  whether 
ills  would  be  acceptable.  The  Cabinet 
onght  not  to  have  been  deterred  by  any 
eleoUoneering  considerations  from  intro- 
ducing a  general  licensing  measure,  and 
if  they  had  adopted  that  course  the  wants 
of  the  great  towns  would  have  been  met, 
and  it  would  not  have  been  necessary  for 
Liverpool  now  to  ask  for  what  oonld  not 
be  conceded. 

Sib  GEORGE  GREY  said,  that  when 
the  Bill  was  before  &e  House  two  years  ago 


he  supported  it,  and  he  intended  to  take 
the  same  course  on  the  present  occasion. 
The  Bill,  in  hia  opinion,  was  founded  ujKin 
right  principles.  It  was  founded  mamly 
upon  the  principles  recommended  by  the 
Committee  which  sat  some  years  ago,  and 
of  which  the  President  of  the  Poor  Law 
Board  was  the  Chairman,  namely,  that  of 
placing  the  licences  to  all  houses  for  the 
sale  of  iutoiicating  liquors  on  the  same 
footing,  taking  away  the  discretionary 
power  of  magistrates,  and  substitutiuff 
other  regulations  and  conditions  which 
might  be  more  effiactual  in  preventing  lin 
evils  that  now  existed.  His  hon.  Friend 
who  had  moved  the  Amendment  however, 
objected  that  tills  was  introduced  as  a 
Private  Bill,  and  not  as  a  general  measure 
—that  it  applied  to  Liverpool  and  not  to 
every  other  part  of  the  country.  No  doubt 
some  inconvenience  might  arise  from  bring- 
ing this  forward  as  a  Private  Bill ;  but  he 
would  remind  hon.  Members  of  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  Liverpool.  There  the 
magistrates  had,  for  several  years  past, 
adopted  a  course  of  action  which  they  had 
a  right  to  pursue,  because  the  law  had 
vested  in  them  a  discretion  in  the  matter, 
and  finding  it  impossible  to  constitute  them- 
selves judges  of  the  wants  of  a  particular 
neigbbonrhood,  in  regard  to  the  opening  of 
poblic-honaes  in  the  ease  of  such  an  im- 
mense community  as  that  with  which  they 
had  to  deal,  granted  lieenoes  in  all  cases 
where  they  were  satisfied  that  the  appU- 
cant  was  not  a  man  of  bad  character. 
The  result  had  been  an  enormous  increase 
in  the  number  of  public-houses  in  Liver- 
pool — attended,  no  doubt,  with  some  de- 
crease in  the  number  of  beerhouses, 
because,  when  poblie-honse  licences  wero 
so  easily  obtainable,  there  was  not  the  same 
motive  for  applying  for  the  beerhouse 
licence,  and  there  had  been,  there  was  no 
doubt,  a  great  increase  of  drunkenness.  No 
doubt  there  were  peculiar  eironmstanees  in 
a  seaport  town  which  led  to  a  great  amount 
of  drunkenness,  but  still  that  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  account  for  the  great  increase  of 
it  in  Liverpool.  There  was  nearly  abso- 
lute unanhnity  on  the  part  of  the  great 
pnblie  bodies  of  the  town  in  desiring  that 
the  Bill  should  pass.  Was  the  House, 
then,  prepared  to  refuse  those  who  brought 
the  Bill  forward  the  opportunity  of  going 
to  a  Committee  to  establish  their  case  ? 
With  reference  to  what  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Bradford  (Mr.  Forster)  had  said 
About  a  general  Bill  not  having  been 
brought  forward,  he  (Sir  George  Grey) 
could  only  say  he  WM  doMrons  m  dealing 
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with  the  queatioa  ;  but  be  would  appeal  to 
the  Hon.  iCemher  for  Carliile,  who  was  as 
Bincere  as  any  man  in  that  House  in  his 
desire  to  ebeck  drunkenneBS,  whether  be 
was  promoting  the  object  he  had  in  view 
br  obstructing  a  measure  in  tti  progress 
through  the  House,  which  propned  to 
place  a  local  check  on  intemperance,  and 
might  lead  to  a  general  Bill,  becanse  it  was 
not  ezaotly  according  to  bis  own  views. 
The  influence  of  the  licensed  vietnallers 
tfarongbont  the  eoantir  was  wwj  power- 
tn\ ;  and  he  need  only  to  refer  to  what 
took  place  at  Derby  to  show  their  determi- 
nation to  oppose  a  general  measure  of 
this  kind.  He  had  asoertained  that  under 
present  circumstances,  when  it  was  not 
likely  that  the  influence  of  licensed  vic- 
tuallers would  be  less  powerful  than  for- 
merly, it  would  be  impossible  to  propose 
a  general  Bill  of  this  nature  with  any 

Srospeofc  of  snooess.    He  supported  the 
lill  because  be  beliered  it  would  lead  to  a 
general  measure. 

Mr.  roebuck  said,  it  was  not  bis  in- 
tention to  endeavour  to  defend  the  oon- 
JBBtenoy  of  the  ben.  Member  for  Carlisle, 
or  to  attack  the  Bill,  but  ho  was  really 
going  to  put  it  to  the  Homo  Secretary 
whewer  he  was  doing  his  duty?  This 
was  really  a  Public  Bill— let  them  remem- 
ber tiiat— and  it  was  enpported  by  the 
lig^t  hon.  Gentleman  because  be  fancied 
that  by  it  he  would  get  in  the  thin  end  of 
the  wedge,  and  that  by  and  by  he  would 
be  able  to  carry  out  generally  the  principles 
of  the  Bill.  What  were  those  principles  ? 
The  Legislature  had  thoogbt  fit  to  put  a 
certain  class  of  dealers  under  the  ntneU- 
lance  of  the  magistrates — for  that  was  the 
real  situation  of  the  licensed  victuallers  in 
this  country.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
believed  that  in  one  town  that  mrveillanoe 
had  not  been  effective,  and  therefore  he 
wanted  to  alter  the  general  law  of  the  land. 
But  any  alteration  of  tha  general  law  of 
the  land  ought  to  be  made  oy  the  House 
of  Commons.  Beeolleet  what  they  were 
about  to  do.  They  were  about  to  make  an 
alteration  of  the  general  law  of  the  land 
by  means  of  four  Members  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  Now  that  sppeared  to  him 
to  be  a  dastardly  mode  of  proceedinff — and 
he  distinctly  accused  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man of  a  deritiction  of  doty.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  Home  Secretary,  if  the  prin- 
ciple of  this  Bill  were  right,  and  if  he 
thought  it  should  be  a  Public  Bill,  to  have 
brought  forward  a  proposition  to  that  effect 
without  reference  to  the  notion  that  it  was 
likelj  to  be  defeated  by  the  licensed  Tieta- 
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allers  I  Imagine  a  Secretary  of  State 
saying  that,  he  was  likely  to  be  de- 
feated by  the  licensed  victuallers  !  Then 
there  was  the  Chancellor  of  the  Bz- 
cbequer.  He  (Mr.  Roebuck)  bad  been 
waited  upon  by  persouB  pro  and  wm 
with  reference  to  this  Bill,  and  had 
heard  mysterious  whiBpers  about  the  effect 
of  the  inflnenoes  that  bad  been  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  But 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  an  honest 
man,  who  did  not  pretend  to  have  any  con- 
nection with  either  the  licenaed  nctnallera 
or  the  magistrates  of  Liverpool.  The 
object  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  to  govern  the  country  as  it  should  be 
governed,  and  he  appealed  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  as  well  as  to  the  Home 
Secretary,  whether,  this  being  a  Fublio 
Bill,  it  was  for  the  interests  of  the  country 
that  its  object  should  be  acoomplished 
through  private  legislatioo.  They  could 
sum  up  one,  two,  and  three,  and  takia  the 
result ;  but  it  required  a  man  of  thought 
and  power  to  draw  general  conoIoaionB 
from  particular  instances.  He  appealed  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  say 
whether  he  was  unable  to  draw  a  general 
coocluBion  from  these  individual  insteneei 
of  pressure  upon  the  magistrates ;  beeanse 
this  was  really  the  woi^  of  the  magiafratea 
of  Liverpool.  In  their  petition  these 
gentlemen  in  faot  confirmed  their  inability 
to  perform  the  duty  which  the  general  law 
of  the  land  imposed  upon  them.  In  that 
case  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  bring  in  a  general  law.  Nothing  was 
more  dangerous  to  the  whole  country  than 
this  piecemeal  legislation.  The  present 
Session  had  been  distinguished  by  legisla- 
tion of  this  sort.  He  supposed  it  was 
thought  that  the  Parliament  was  dying, 
and  that  it  was  right  to  impose  upon  it 
duties  which  could  not  be  imposed  upon  it 
in  its  youth.  He  was  an  old  man  both  in 
fact,  and  Parliamentarily  speaking  ;  but  if 
he  w««  a  young  man  to-morrow,  he  would 
oppose  anything  like  an  attempt  to  make 
the  House  of  Commons,  by  private  legisla- 
tion, do  that  which  ought  to  be  done  by 
general  action.  Therefore  he  appealed  to 
the  House  and  to  the  Treasury  Bench 
whether  they  were  not  doing  anyuiing  but 
their  duty  in  allowing  a  Private  Bill  to 
take  the  position  of  a  public  measure,  and 
be  appealed  also  to  the  Speaker  whether 
this  was  not  really  a  Public  Bill  smuggled 
in  under  the  name  of  a  Private  Bill. 

Ma.  NEWDEGATE  said,  that  having 
supported  the  object  of  the  hon.  Members 
for  LiTerpo<d  leet  Sewion,  he  regretted 
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that  he  eonld  not  rapport  than  on  the  I 
present  oecaiion.  No  one  «M  more  «on- 
Mwns  tlian  lie  was  frf  the  erila  which 
qipreseed  LdTerpool.  It  was  in  evidence 
befnre  a  Committee  that  in  two  large 
towDi,  Lirarpool  and  Wolverhampton,  a 
system  of  free  trade  in  Ilceniing  had  been 
tried.  He  was  a  Member  for  an  island 
oounty,  and  be  knew  that  the  sTStem  had 
been  attended  with  the  same  erils  in  Wol- 
Torhamptonas  in  Liverpool.  He  regretted 
that  he  could  not  support  this  Bill  becaoBe 
he  saw  olearlj  that  in  doing  so,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  the  Home  Secretary,  he 
should  be  striking  a  blow  at  the  principle 
of  local  self-government  which  bad  been 
found  effeetnu  in  every  place  except  those 
two.  The  remedy  songht  by  his  hon. 
Friend  by  this  Bill  rested  with  the  magis- 
trataa  of  Liverpool,  who  seemed  to  be 
wanting  in  earoestaess.  Let  the  magis- 
trates of  Liver|K>ol  adopt  a  system  of  sob- 
division  of  districts  ;  let  them  combine  and 
organise  as  the  magistrates  in  Middlesex 
and  other  counties  did,  and  be  believed 
they  would  find  that  the  remedy  was  in 
their  own  hands. 

Lord  STANLEY  said,  he  felt  very 
strongly  the  objection  urged  against  the 
Bill  on  the  ground  that  it  proposed  to  in- 
trodoce  a  law  for  Liverpool  different  from 
that  whieh  prevailed  elsewhere.  In  the 
iwsition,  however,  in  which  Liverpool  was 
placed,  its  inhabitants  liad  only  a  choice  of 
diffionlties.  He  should  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  on  two  grounds — first, 
beeause  it  was  supported  by  a  very  large 
majority  of  all  elasses  within  the  town  it- 
self ;  and  secondly,  Jmause  be  knew 
enough  of  this  qaeatioo  to  feel  that  it  was 
impossible  things  could  go  on  there  in  the 
way  in  which  they  had  been  doing  for  the 
last  few  years.  They  bad,  in  fact,  come 
to  a  dead  lock.  There  was  oao  party — 
he  believed  a  majority — among  the  magis- 
tracy which  held  that  all  licences  ought  to 
be  granted  or  withheld  without  reference 
to  anything  hut  the  character  of  the  person 
applying.  There  was,  however,  a  coneider- 
able  minority  holding  a  contrary  opinion  ; 
and  accordingly  when  a  licensing  session 
was  held  it  was  mere  chance  whether  the 
inineiple  of  restriction  or  that  of  free  trade 
waa  acted  en.  Bo^  sides  were  in  earnest 
— o^tber  would  give  way.  He  had  known 
eases  where  appeals  were  rejeoled  upon 
one  day  by  a  majority  of  magirtmtes  who 
were  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  restric- 
tion, and  on  the  very  next  day,  the  majority 
being  the  other  way,  eray  appesf  waa 
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granted.  Uie  eases  being  preosely  ideotieal 
with  those  n|jeeted  on  tte  famer  oeeasion. 
That  was  a  state  of  things  notimlyini- 
satisfactory,  but  aheolutely  discreditable, 
and  it  was  one  for  which,  white  the  present 
law  contioned,  be  saw  no  remedy.  It  waa 
a  mere  toss  up  whether  the  licence  was 
obtained  or  not.  Supported  as  the  propo- 
sition for  a  change  ttu  by  the  <^nion  of 
the  people  of  Liverpool,  he  did  not  think 
the  Bill  could  be  correctly  described  as  an 
iafringemeot  of  local  self-government.  He 
might  be  of  those  who  desired  thai  a 
general  measure  on  the  aubjeet  ahenld  be 
brought  in  and  carried  ;  but,  as  a  measure 
had  not  been  brought  in,  it  became  *  qnes- 
tion  whether  what  couU  not  be  done  ever 
the  whole  country  might  not  be  done  in  one 
part  of  it  experimentally.  A  great  deal  of 
drunkenness  undoubledly  existed  m  Lirer- 
pool ;  but  that  had  not  any  necessary  eon- 
neotion  with  the  principle  on  which  liees' 
ees  were  granted.  Liverpool  possessed  an 
immense  seafaring  population,  and  every 
one  knew  what  sailors  were  on  shore.  In 
Liverpool,  also,  there  were  above  100,000 
Irish  labourers,  who,  for  the  first  tkns 
probably  in  their  Uvea,  fonnd  themselves 
in  reo^pt  of  high  wages,  and  among  whom, 
therefore,  it  was  natural  that  a  more  than 
ordinary  degree  of  intoxication  should  pre- 
vail. In  agreeing  to  the  Bill  in  its  present 
shape  he  wotdd  remind  the  House  that 
they  were  not  adoptmg  it  finally;  they 
would  have  another  opportunity  of  eon* 
aidering  it  when  it  came  from  the  G«n- 
mittee  ;  and  all  they  were  asked  at  preoent 
to  do  waa  to  say  that  a  suffinmt  prUi^ 
faoia  ease  had  been  made  out. 

Hb.  ATBTON  aaid,  the  reasons  as- 
signed by  the  noble  Lord  were  valid  reasons 
for  making  changes  in  the  commisuon  «{ 
the  pesce  in  Liverpool,  but  not  for  passing 
or  rejecting  the  Bill.  As  an  appeal  had 
been  made  to  the  Speaker  for  his  opinion, 
he  should  like  to  put  before  him  this  view 
also.  This  was  a  Bill  affecting  the  Way* 
and  Means  of  the  year,  for  it  proposed  to 
alter  the  revenue  payable  into  the  Bxcbe- 
quer,  and  to  impose  a  new  tax  on  certain 
persons  in  Liverpool,  ratsing  thur  contri- 
butions from  £3  to  £^0,  Now.  he 
should  like  to  know  whether  a  Bill  of  thi« 
nature  could  be  farovght  in  1^  prirato  Mem- 
bers? If  BO  onrfinaneeavoiild  beinavary 
extraordinary  positteo,  beoauee  every  Mem- 
ber would  hare  a  right  to  introdooe  mea- 
sures affecting  the  taxaUon  of  the  boreoglu 
they  represeoted.    Now,  whatever  might 
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Hmbo,  Jm  laU  Msoed.  iroaM  never  kIIow 
taiatien  to  be  regaUted  ^indy  awording 
to  the  wi^eB  of  oertoin  -pereons  apeakiog 
through  a  Member  of  Uiirt  iEoute.  He 
proteetod  agaiiut  the  aMmmptnn  that  in 
oppoeiog  the  present  Bill  he  was  in  any 
nMtj  (^Mn  to  the  anajMcton  of  bnng  In- 
fliiMeed  hy  leeli&gs  eiwh  ai  had  been  »ng- 
geated.  Tbe  coane  be  bad  alwaja  taken 
in  that  Hoaae  shoved  that  be  was  not 
Jikely  to  be  swayed  bj  any  ioflaenoe  which 
the  puUicans  oould  bring  to  boar.  H« 
partioaUrly  wished  to  oall  attention  to  the 
«xtraorduaiy  position  asmmed  by  tbe  right 
hoD.  Geatlenum  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
tbe  Home  Department.  It  was  true  that 
a  Report  was  made  some  years  ago  on  the 
anbjeet  of  lioeosti^ ;  bat  tbsit  Report  had 
never  been  disoussed,  and  lliere  had  nerer 
hem  any  opp<H-tuni^  for  the  House  to  owb 
firm  or  to  reject  its  principle.  Wab  a  lub- 
jetA  of  aoch  great  itnpertanee  to  he  P^>Hd 
•ver  hy  a  ude  wind,  and  wore  they  bHodly 
to  adut  the  whole  polioy  diadowed  ont  in 
that  dooamentf  It  was  impossible,  he 
maintained,  to  uphold  the  principle  on 
whioh  that  B^Mtrt  was  based,  for  it  pro- 
eeeded  on  the  absurd  proposition  that  be* 
cause  a  man  pud  £30  be  would  take  out 
a  licence.  He  would  pay  tbe  £30  as  a 
matter  of  course  —  it  was  only  so  mnch 
more  water  put  into  the  beer— 'and  the  tax 
would  not  anect  either  the  number  of  hoosea 
or  Uie  property  covered  by  the  licences.  It 
would,  howeTor,  aggrovato  tbe  present  sys- 
tem, becanse  men  would  toke  measnras  to 
mdfunuily  tbemaelves  for  the  demands  of 
the  Oorernment,  at  whose  door  they  woold 
1»  the  Uama  of  all  these  irregularities, 
fie  objected  to  allow  so  great  a  questioD 
to  he  di^Miod  itf  in  tin  manner  aow  pro- 
posed, for  the  benefit  oroonvenienoe  of  any 
Secretary  of  State. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  In  answer  to  tbe 
appeal  made  to  me  on  a  point  of  form,  I 
have  to  say  that  this  Bill  was  brought  in 
in  tbe  ordinary  manner  upon  petition — 
whether  for  the  benefit  of  a  community  or 
«f  an  individual  is  the  same  ia  principle.  I 
must,  of  coarse,  draw  a  distmetion  between 
tbe  form  of  the  BiU  and  the  subjcot-matter 
of  the  Bill  before  the  House.  It  does  not 
appear  to  me  that  there  is  anything  con- 
trary to  form  in  the  manner  in  which  this 
Bill  has  been  introduced.  But  the  ques- 
tion wbeUier  the  subject-matter  of  tbe  Bill 
is  proper  for  a  Frivato  BiH  ia  the  point 
now  BMor  the  conaidenition  of  the  House, 
and  it  is  for  the  House,  uid  not  for  myself, 
io^To  uMiwer  on(lMtp<^ 


Mb.  FACKB  said,  this  was  the  fint 
instanee  in  his  reooHeotion  in  wUoh  it  waa 
Boo^t  to  pass  as  a  Private  Kll  a,  maaanro 
affeetmg  the  public  intemta  «f  an  ontiro 
oommnnity. 

Mb.  WAUEM9iUB  ■ud.-ttnttf.thiaBill 
bad  really  been  Imnght  forward  aa  a  pnUie 
moasore  the  ugomonts  in  its  favour  would 
have  bera  quito  oonolosive.  But  though 
this  was  brought  in  aa  a  Frivato  HII,  it 
involved  one  of  the  gravest  matters  the 
House  had  to  consider  —  whether  ihey 
would  allow  'H  te  be  proceeded  with  in  that 
form,  seeing  that  it  involved  important 
public  considerations.  He  recollected  per- 
fectly well  that  when  the  Manebester  Edu- 
cation BiU  vraa  before  ^e  Hoose  he  took 
exception  to  ita  appearing  in  the  form  of 
a  Private  Bill,  because,  though  it  might  be 
so  introduced,  H  involved  matteca  of  nueh 
important  psblic  oonsideratim  that  lie 
thonght  the  Hoase  ^cold  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  dealing  with  it  publicly.  And 
the  House  ^^ed  with  Mm  ia  that  view. 
Tbe  prinoiplea  «f  that  BiU  were  attempted 
te  be  introduced  afterwards  in  a  public 
measare;  but  the  House  rejected  them. 
Bnt  tSiat  was  not  aH.  The  pneaent  mea- 
sure, «B  tbe  bon.  Member  for  tbe  Tower 
Hamlets  (Mr.  Ayrton)  had  ponntod  ont, 
involved  a  question  which,  if  admitted, 
would  affcot  the  whole  constitutional  fune- 
tions  of  the  Hense  of  Oommona— the  prin- 
ciple tiiat  this  Honse  has  the  eontrol  of 
the  taxation  -and  expenditure  of  jtaUie 
money.  Tfaoae  mnttars  wera  considered 
of  Bn<^  moment  that  they  we  no  re^bed 
to  be  introduced  in  a  Cominittea  the 
Whole  House.  But  if  they  were  to  havn 
qaeations  of  that  aatoM  iairodnoed  h  « 
Private  BiU  and  aent  uiwtiurs  te  a  Oom- 
mitteo  of  fstir  Hembers,  thoae  four  Mem- 
bers would  be  deoi^g  a  qnestion  wfaiob 
involved  important  financial  considerationa. 
When  any  matter  was  referred  te  a  Seleot 
Committee,  and  the  Members  were  onani- 
msns,  when  it  was  aapported  bya  mBjority, 
the  deeisien  -of  tbe  Committee  was  gene- 
rally snppoFted  by  tbe  Honso.  But  if  the 
present  Bill,  or  any  measure  of  a  similar 
krad,  were  sent  to  a  Conunittee,  and  if 
tbe  ifeur  beat  and  most  «X|)«rieneed  Mens- 
hers  of  the  Houss  eonld  be  picked  ont  and 
charged  with  the  coDBideratioa  of  the  Bill* 
it  woold  still  be  necessary  when  it  «ame 
down  from  them  to  ^diaonaa  its  fmMmim 
as  a  paUso  awasare ;  and  tbna  ime  Iseiing 
of  the  House  wouU  bo  -hrooght  to  ktm 
upon  the  very  oenidoMtiew  lhat  It  wata 
aow  oaniiM  to  withdraw  from-  th^r  «og- 

Digitized  byV^OOQlC 


655 


Zietrpoei 


(COIOIOKS} 


666 


Bisuce.  For  the  parpoM  of  preeerring 
the  proper  action  of  that  Honw  irith  re- 
ference to  matters  of  great  paUie  policy, 
he  hoped  the  Bill  wonld  not  be  allowei]  to 
proceed. 

The  OHANCELLOR  op  the  EXCHE. 
QUER  said,  he  wished,  io  reference  to  the 
constitDtional  qoestion  which  bad  been 
raised,  to  state  exactly  how  the  matter 
stood  in  reference  to  the  Ezcfaeqoer.  The 
Bill,  as  sabaitted,  eontaioed  no  olaase 
whaterer  relating  to  taxation.  ^"  Oh ! "] 
That  was  the  fact.  It  cerUinlj  did  contain 
a  clause  in  italics,  which  was  an  indication 
of  what  the  promoters  intended  to  ask  for; 
hat  that  olaase  the  Committee  on  the  Bill 
woald  have  no  power  to  adopt  ontil  the 
meaanre  had  paiaed  through  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  Hooae.  The  prerogatiTe  of 
the  Hoase  aa  to  load  taxation  would,  there- 
fore, be  preaerred  entire.  It  was  a  matter 
of  fireqaent  occurrence  that  taxes,  partiea* 
larly  those  imposed  by  stamps,  were  of 
necessity  dealt  with  by  Frirate  Bills,  and 
they  were  dealt  with  under  cover  of  a 
special  authority  given  by  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House.  That  removed  the  ob- 
jection of  the  hoo.  Member  for  the  Tower 
Hamlets  (Mr.  Ayrton).  Then,  as  to  the 
objection  taken  by  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man  (Ifr.  Walpole)  that  the  House  was 
DOW  dealing  with  a  matter  of  public  policy, 
and  one  which  ought  not  to  be  dealt  with 
by  a  Private  Bill  — he  wonld  say  that  all 
qneations,  in  a  certain  sense,  were  matters 
m  public  policy.  In  the  case  of  the  Man- 
flhwter  and  Salford  Education  Bill,  to 
whieh  the  right  boo.  Qentleman  bad  re- 
ferred, the  House  was  asked  to  deal  with 
matters  of  the  rery  bigheat  policy  in  a 
Private  Bill,  and  it  was  then  held  to  be 
utterly  impossible  to  deal  with  it  without 
prejudging  the  case  for  the  whole  country. 
["  Hear ! "]  Bat  was  that  the  case  in  re- 
gard to  the  present  Bill.  ["Hear  I"]  He 
beard  strong  cheers,  not  exclusively,  but 
specially  from  that  quarter  of  the  House 
whieh  was  so  powerfully  manned  by  metro- 
politan Members.  There  was  no  question 
at  all  that  the  House  often  treated  ques- 
tions of  police  on  different  grounds  from 
questions  of  public  policy.  They  dealt  ex- 
perimentally with  questions  of  pdice  in 
parUoular  placet.  If  those  experiments 
were  not  tueceasfnl,  the  Legialature  waa 
not  bound  to  recognise  and  adopt  tbem  for 
the  eoantry  at  large.  These  matters  of 
police  were  r^;ulations  bowing  upon  the 
morality  of  the  oommuDity,  and  yet  they 
were  not  deemed  unfit  to  be  dealt  with  by 
J6-.  Walpote  ' 


a  Private  Bill.  He  did  not  say  that  there 
were  not  objeotiona  to  this  Bilf,  whieb  had 
been  stated  with  fumeis  by  the  noUe  Lord 
(Lord  Stanley).  It  waa  a  balance  of  diffi. 
culty.  Supposing  that  the  Government 
had  neglected  its  duty — which  he  did  not 
admit  —  was  that  a  reason  why  this  great 
local  evil  and  mischief  shoald  continue? 
It  was  a  great  evil  and  mischief  as  re- 
garded the  pabticans  of  Liverpool,  who 
were  suffering  under  the  injurious  conae- 
qoences  of  the  two  systems ;  for  on  the 
one  hand,  they  were  all  liable  to  be  flooded 
by  new  competition  ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  there  was  none  of  that  permaDont 
change  of  the  aystem  that  would  enable 
them  to  purchase  the  heary  good-will  they 
were  obliged  to  pay  on  aaaaming  these 
bnwneasea.  Who  were  the  beat  jodgea  in 
this  matter  {  Surely  the  local  anthoritiae. 
The  town  oennsd,  the  majority  of  the 
borough  magis^tea,  the  vestrr,  the  guar- 
dians of  the  West  Derby  Union,  whidi 
included  one  part  of  Liverpool,  and  the 
guardians  of  the  Tozteth  Park  Union, 
which  represented  the  other,  were  in  ftivoar 
of  this  Bill.  Why  had  all  these  partiea 
come  into  the  field  ?  Not  because  they 
had  entered  into  the  abstract  principles  on 
which  the  licensing  system  should  be  dealt 
with  ;  but  because  they  saw  the  grossly 
injurious  moral  and  social  consequencea 
arising  from  the  present  state  of  things, 
and,  seeing  their  way  to  a  remedy,  they 
asked  the  House  to  adopt  the  present 
measure.  He  thought  that  the  balance  of 
practical  eonsideratioua  was  in  fitvour  of 
Bonding  the  Bill  to  a  Committee,  and 
he  should  therefore  vote  for  tiw  aeeond 
reading. 

Mb.  OATHORNE  HARPT  said,  that 
the  ejection  taken  by  his  right  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Walpole)  as  to  the  public  revenue 
was  snswered  by  the  Chauoellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  had  no  doubt  truly  said 
the  Committee  would  have  no  power  to 
consider  the  clause  printed  in  italics,  and 
that  this  most  be  submitted  to  the  House. 
But  that  clause  was  the  main  foundation 
of  the  Bill.  In  the  reasons  given  by  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill,  the  addition  to  the 
public  revenue  by  the  high  datiea  imposed 
was  the  very  groond  on  which  they  rested 
their  olaims ;  and  waa  the  House  to  send 
this  Bill  to  a  Cmnmittee  of  four  Gentlemen 
who  were  to  have  no  power  to  diaeass  the 
foundation  of  the  Bill?  When  the  Bill  eame 
down  again,  of  course  the  whole  disonsaion 
most  be  renewed.    The  prinmple  of  this 
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former  oeoasion.  He  eoald  not  agree  that 
the  OoTemnient  irere  not  in  fault  in  not 
bringing:  id  &  public  measure  on  the  subject. 
In  1857  a  promise  was  held  out  by  the 
right  hoD.  Oentleman  the  Seoretarj  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  that  he  would 
consider  the  question  in  the  thea  ensuing 
recess.  Id  1859  the  right  hon.  GeDtleman 
was  again  id  office  in  compaoj  irilh  the 
President  of  the  Poor  Law  Board,  who  was 
ChMrmaD  of  the  Committee  of  1854,  aDd 
he  had  now  been  id  office  six  years  without 
attempting  to  do  anj  thine,  althongh  two 
years  ago  be  said  that  a  Bill  was  ready. 
The  HoQse  was  now  told  two  things — that 
Liferpool  was  an  exceptional  ease,  aad 
next  that  Liferpool  was  to  be  made  an 
example  to  the  whole  eomitry.  With  re- 
spect to  Liferpool,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
it  was  nothing  but  the  coDduct  of  the  ma- 
gistrates that  had  brought  about  the  neces- 
sity of  some  legislation.  Tell  him  that  the 
magistrates  haid  no  power  to  exercise  dia* 
cretion  id  graDting  licences  I  There  were 
in  Liferpool  1,800  publio-houses,  while 
there  were  less  than  500  io  Manchester. 
There  were  also  900  beerhonses  Id  Lifer- 
pool ;  BO  that  there  was  a  drinking-hoose 
in  Liferpool  for  erery  forty  of  the  male 
inhabitants  abofe  fifteen.  The  magistrates 
most  hare  known  they  were  overdoing  it, 
and  yet  they  asked  the  Honse  to  pass  a 
Bill  for  fonrteen  years  which  wonld  leaf e 
matters  in  the  present  state,  and  wonld 
eradone  Cfeiything  the  magiatratea  had 
done.  Eren  now  they  had  power  to  take 
away  some  of  the  licences.  He  woald  ad- 
mit that  the  licensing  system  throughout 
the  country  had  got  into  suoh  a  condition 
that  Parliament  ought  to  interfere,  but  it 
ought  not  to  legislate  by  a  side  wind.  Let 
the  House  hare  the  whole  question  before 
it.  He  agreed  with  his  noble  Friend  (Lord 
Stanley)  that  there  were  objeetiona  to  the 
present  system  of  licensing,  bat  the  true 
remedy  was  not  to  be  found  in  this  Bill. 
There  would  be  neither  example  nor  ad- 
vantage in  perpetuating  an  ofil  which  tiie 
nagtatrates  of  Liferpool  had  efen  now  the 
power  of  remedying. 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Question," 
put,  and  negatived. 

Words  added.  Main  QaestioD,  as 
amended,  pnt,  and  agreed  to, 

Saolved,  That  the  granting  of  Lioenoes  for  the 
sale  of  Intoxioating  liqaor»  ii  a  sabjeot  whioh 
ongfat  not  at  present  to  be  dealt  with  hj  anr 
PiifateBUl. 


INDU— NATIOATION  OF  THE  OODA. 

VERY— QUESTION 
Mb.  SMOLLETT  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India,  Whether  aoy  Despatches 
hare  receotly  been  receired  regardiDg  the 
works  proposed  for  opening  up  the  nafiga- 
tion  of  the  rirer  Oodafery  ;  and  if  he  will 
lay  the  same  npon  the  table  of  the  House  ? 
And  whether  a  flotilla  on  the  Oodarery 
was  now  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the 
State ;  and  whether  the  Gofernment  of 
India  was  still  resolred  to  persevere  in 
carrying  oni  the  projects  of  the  local  en- 
gineers, and  at  what  estimated  cost  ? 

Sm  CHARLES  WOOD  said,  that  two 
Despatches  had  been  receired  in  the  course 
of  last  year  regarding  the  works  proposed 
for  opening  up  the  nafigation  of  the  river 
Godarery,  and  he  should  have  no  objection 
to  lay  them  npon  the  table  of  the  House. 
With  reference  to  the  second  part  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  question,  he  might  state 
that  four  steamers  were  at  all  times  main- 
tained and  employed  on  the  Godarery  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  stores  vp  and  down 
the  rirer. 

THE  RIVER  PLATE— BRAZIL  AND 
URUGUAY.- QUESTION, 

Mb.  MAGUIRE  asked  the  Under  Seere. 
tary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  he  has 
receired  any  information  as  to  the  Go- 
remment  of  the  Repnblic  of  Uroguay  bar- 
ing sent  Commissioners  to  Paris  to  solicit 
the  protection  of  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  against  the  Brazilian  troops  now 
besieging  MoDteYideo;  whether  aoy  similar 
aid  has  been  asked  from  Her  Majesty's 
Goremmeot ;  and,  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Goremment  has  received  any  information 
by  the  French  packet  as  to  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  the  river  Plate,  especially  in 
reference  to  the  threatened  blockade  of 
Monte  Video,  and  the  action,  if  any,  taken 
by  the  Gorpi  Diplomatique  at  MoDte  Video 
respecting  such  menace  ? 

Mb.  LATARD  said,  with  regard  to  the 
first  part  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  question. 
Her  Majesty's  Goremment  had  receired 
information  that  the  Goremment  of  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  had  been  requested 
to  mediate  between  the  Governments  of 
Monte  Video  and  Brazil.  No  such  request 
had  been  made  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. With  regard  to  the  third  part  of  the 
question,  Her  Majesty's  Goremment  had 
been  informed  that  the  city  of  Paysandu, 
after  a  gallant  resistance,  had  fallen  into 
the  huda  of  the  ooffl|f?^bf@f5t)gt^ 


*  -         .  THE  BAILOT.— QTJBSTIOir. 

ItR.  BERKELEY  atked  the  Home 
Secretaij,  Whtttfaer  it  ■■  the  intsntiDa  of 
Uie  Goremment  to  hnng  forward,  thk 
SeBsion,  anj  stringent  and  ^ciure  mea- 
uire  for  the  pre?eiition  of  oorroptun  and 
the  protectioD  of  Electors  at  Farl'tameottrj 
Elections  ? 

Sir  GEORGE  GRBT  said,  the  Oorera- 
ment  did  not  intend  to  propose  a  Bill  opon 
that  subject  daring  the  present  SessioD. 

Ub.  BERKELEY  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  in  that  case,  propose  a  Resolution 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  protection  to 
voters  at  Farliamentarj  Eleetions  in  the 
shape  of  a  Balktt  Bill. 

IRELAND— RIVEa  SHANNON. 

CoLOina.  FRENCHasked  Uie  Saonttarr 
to  the  Treasurj,  When  he  will  be  prepared 
to  state  what  steps  Ooveznment  mean  lo 
take  in  eonseqoence  of  Ur.  Batenmn^s 
Report  of  the  River  Shannon  ? 

Ub.  feel  said,  the  Question  was  one 
of  considerable  importanee,  the  object 
being  to  determine  whether  the  Gorem- 
ment would  execute  at  the  pohUo  ««et 
works  in  the  Shannon  whieh  would  prevent 
the  river  from  overflowing.  It  was  oon- 
tended  that  it  was  the  dutj  of  the  Oovm*- 
ment  to  execute  those  works  in  cense^weaea 
of  the  works  executed  for  improving  At 
navigation  some  twenty  years  ago  not 
having  suoeeeded  in  preventing  the  flood- 
ing of  the  rivw.  Althevgfa  t£e  ShanMm 
Commiuionen  hnd  made  a  eeriei  of  Re- 
poru  between  the  years  1840  and  1848, 
and  they  had  Ur.  Bateman's  report  diow> 
ing  at  what  cost  the  works  oeald  be 
exeonted,  the  Government  were  still  with- 
out information  on  this  important  pmirt— 
what  would  be  the  imfuvvenent  to  the 
land  of  private  owners,  supposing  that  the 
overflowing  were  prevented.  He  (Ur. 
Feel)  hoped  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight  to 
be  able  to  state  what  course  the  Treaaniy 
would  take  on  this  subjeot. 

IGNITED  STATES— PASSPORT  SISTEIL 
QDESnOK. 

Ub.  WATKIN  asked  the  SeenUrf  of 
State  for  the  Ooloniea,  Whether  any  aad 
what  represent^ons  bare  been  made  to  or 
Tecened  Ann  the  Oowi  Dnent  of  or  the 
Ambassador  from  the  United  States,  in 


Genml  Oomea  and  his  primHpal  o£Bcera 
had  mrrendered ;  and  tbs*  the  aeaeoal 
iras  shot  down  in  eold  Uoed.  The  eom- 
buMd  armies  under  Flores  bad  advanoed  on 

Uonte  Video,  but  no  information  had  been 
received  that  the  plaee  had  been  attacked. 
Instroetions  had  been  sent  out  to  our  Con- 
sul to  afford  all  possible  protection  to  life 
and  property.  There  was  no  intention  on 
our  part  to  tiJce  any  ahare  in  the  contest. 


RATING  OF  MINES  AND  TIMBER. 

QDESnOH. 

Ub.  LYALL  asked  the  Frosident  of  the 
Foot  Law  Board,  Wb^er  he  would  bring 
in  a  Bill  this  Session  for  the  rating  of  aU 
Utnes  and  Timber  Y 

Ub.  C.  F.  VILLIERS  said,  that  he  did 
not  intend  at  presoit  to  propose  any  legis- 
lation on  the  sul^eet.  He  bad,  indeed, 
recuved  a  request  fron  the  Chi^man  of 
the  Commission  appwnted  to  inquire  into 
the  eondiUon  of  the  people  working  in 
metal  mines,  requesUag  that  he  (Mr.  C.  F. 
Villiers)  would  propose  no  legislation  on 
the  subjeot  until  the  information  to  be  con- 
tained in  their  Repert  was  Vtfore  the 
House.  There  was  perfiapa  less  necessity 
for  baste  in  legislation  on  this  matter,  as 
he  understood  that  since  the  pasung  of  the 
Umon  Assessment  Act  there  bad  arisen  so 
much  dissatisfisetion  at  the  early  decision 
that  had  rendered  mines  and  timber  exempt 
from  ratoB,  that  it  was  not  unlikely  that 
the  question  would  be  brought  again  before 
the  Courts.  The  exemption  did  not  uist 
mtber  in  Seotland  at  Irwuid.  He  did  not 
•ee  why  collieries  shoold  rated  and  other 
mines  exempted. 


CAPTAIN  SATER'S  UFEBOAT. 
qirsnioH. 

Sib  JOHN  HAY  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty,  Whether  it  is  tbe  in- 
tention of  tbe  Admiralty  to  give  any 
further  trial  to  Captain  Sayer*s  Lifeboat, 
whieh  seems  a  valuable  invention  for 
saving  life  ? 

Lord  CLARENCE  FAGET  ssid.  that 
the  Admiralty  bad  fully  considered  tbe 
meriu  of  Captain  Sayer's  lifeboat,  whieh 
was  undoubtedly  a  very  ingeairaa  inven- 
tion, and  might  possibly  bo  hetieaftar  use- 
fnl  in  time  of  war  ;  but  it  was  not  thought 
necessary  at  present  to  proceed  with  any 
further  experiments. 

Jfr.Xoyer^ 
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«tlier  mgalatMni  tending  to  non-inter- 
oonrM,  intvodueed  by  mder  of  hS/r.  Sotrard, 
on  the  Canadian  Frontier,  and  vhicb  regu- 
lations were  still  being  enforced  at  the 
date  of  the  last  adviees  from  Ameriea  ? 

Mb.  CARDWELL  said,  ihe  Question 
might  more  properly  be  addressed  1o  his 
hoD.  Friend  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Formgn  Affairs,  but  he  vaa  ready  to 
answer  it.  The  regulations  in  question 
bore  date  December  1 7.  They  were 
issued,  no  doubt,  in  riew  of  the  i^rm  in 
America  at  the  measores  taken  by  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States  on  the  Cana- 
dian frontier.  These  regalatitma  had  en- 
tailed great  ineonvenienoe  both  on  the 
oitisem  of  the  United  States  and  on  Uie 
enbjeeta  of  Her  Majesty.  Her  Majesty** 
Gofemment  hoped  that  when  the  misehief 
eeased  the  remedy  wbieh  had  been  applied 
would  ceue  also.  No  official  represeata- 
tions  had  yet  been  made,  aa  it  had  not  yet 
been  tboagbt  expedient  to  make  them. 

SUPPLY. 
Order  for  CommHtee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Qawtion  proposed, 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leafe  the 
Chair." 

SXATE  OF  IRELAND. 
•BxaoLVTVcm, 

Mb.  HENNES3Y  rose  to  more  the 
Amepdment  of  whiefa  he  had  given  no- 
tice— 

"That  this  HoDie  obnrres  with  regret  the 
decline  of  the  popaUtion  of  Ireland,  and  will 
readilj  napport  Her  M^yesty's  GovenimentiD  any 
well  derised  meaaure  to  stimulate  the  proBtable 
etnplojrment  of  the  people :  and  that  aa  Address 
to  the  Crown  be  propowd,  fbcnded  on  the  fore- 
goiag  Raaolotion." 

And  aaid,  that  during  the  recess  the 
Chaneellor  of  the  Ezefaeqner  made  a 
speech  on  pubno  affairs,  in  the  cooTBe  of 
which  be  said  that  the  condition  of  Ireland 
was  deplorable ;  and  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
tlemao  bad  been  corroborated  during  the 
present  Session  by  two  English  Gentlemen 
vho  had  visited  Ireland  during  the  recess, 
the  bon.  Members  for  Chippeobam  (Mr. 
Long)  and  for  Poole  (Mr.  Henrr  Sey- 
mom*),  the  former  of  whom  said  ne  was 
horrified  at  its  condition,  while  the  latter 
said  tbe'siate  of  Ireland  was  a  disgrace  to 
Ae  Britiid)  Goreraraent.  The  time,  he 
thoQghtt  had  now  come  for  inqniry  to  what 
extent  Ireland  was  reafly  a  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  Sixty-four  years  ago, 
Mr.  Fitt  expressed  his  ofunioa  that  an 


muted  kinglem  was  a  kingdom  ovitad  in 

laws,  in  intereBts,  and  in  prosperity,  and 
that  shared  the  aame  social  and  commenual 

fwegrees.  Was  that  a  description  of  Ire- 
and  and  Ch-eat  Britain  S  Did  Ireland  ahare 
the  prosperity  of  Great  Britain  ?  Before 
saying  anyl^iBg  as  to  the  proepertty  of 
Ireland  or  her  want  of  prosperity,  be  would 
point  oat  certain  other  differences  between 
the  two  eeuntriea  ;  and  firstly,  as  to  legis- 
latioQ.  This  was  called  an  united  Parlia- 
ment, bat  what  had  it  been  doing  atoce 
the  Union  ?  It  had  passed  smoe  the  Union 
more  Acts  relating  to  Ireland  alone  ^an 
were  passed  by  the  Parliament  of  Ireland 
in  the  ux^-four  years  before  the  Union. 
At  Ikis  moment  nearfy  one  half  of  tba 
Goremment  Bills  whieh  •ppeared  en  the 
Order  Book  of  the  House  related  to  Iretand 
exclusively,  and  a  large  number  of  the 
rest  to  Great  Britain  exclusively^  Not 
many  evenings  back,  the  President  of  the 
Poor  Law  Board  brought  in  a  Bill  wbiob  was 
not  to  apply  to  Ireland,  while  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  brought  in  a  Bill  which 
was  to  apply  to  Ireland  only.  In  respe^ 
of  legislation,  then,  the  United  Kingdom 
did  not  fulfil  the  conditions  wliich  eminent 
statesmen  at  the  time  of  the  Union  thought 
was  neoessary.  It  was  not  merely  that 
the  Aets  of  Parliament  relating  to  Irebuid 
and  England  cKfiered  —  they  differed  in 
their  very  esse  nee.  When  Lord  John 
Russell  brongbt  in  hia  Poor  Law  BiU  fiw 
IreUnd.  he  sud  it  was  founded  on  a  prin- 
ciple diametrically  the  reverse  of  that 
contained  in  the  English  Poor  Iaw  BilL 
When  the  Minister  for  Education  proposed 
a  seheme,  he  said,  "  In  Ireland,  the  prin- 
ciple of  public  instruction  is  directly  the 
reverse  of  what  prevails  here."  So  it  was 
in  almost  everything  else— one  principle 
and  one  law  prevailing  in  England,  and  in 
Ireland  a  different  principle  and  a  different 
law.  Take  the  question  of  the  tenure  of 
land~there  was  one  law  in  England,  an- 
other law  in  Ireland.  In  describing  the  dif' 
fereut  systems  whieh  prevailed  in  the  two 
eoantries.  Lord  Devhy  said — 

"  Conld  it  be  denied  ttiat  dpon  a  vast  space  of 
the  BorfiMM  of  IreUnd  there  was  immeose  room 
for  impiOTement  to  be  effected  bj  labour,  and 
that  there  was  a  vast  amount  of  superabundant 
labour  seeking  for  and  desirons  of  emplojnwnt, 
but  the  emploTment  of  whioh  was  oheoked  te- 
oanse  there  was  no  oertaintf  of  a  rotarn  for  the 
Ujing  oat  of  oapit^  I  la  EnglaDd  the  right  of 
the  tenant  was  secured  not  oolj  bj  law  but  hj 
.  the  custom  of  the  country,  whioh  was  equivalent 
to  law ;  that  right  was  capable  of  being  pleaded 
in  a  eoort  of  law,  and  eompeniation  wa«  awarded 
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BiiBWt  ot  flu  laindkird,  bnt  If  nwdt  without  adE^ 
big  Ui  Imtc  fiir  ft  rio^  one  of  them." 

Jadge  LoDgfield,  throogh  whose  hands 
one-third  of  the  whole  property  of  Ireland 
had  passed,  speaking  in  the  presence  of 
the  Lord  Lientenant,  the  Chief  Secretary, 
and  the  Lord  Cbanoellor,  suggested  that 
this  difference  of  usage  should  be  remedied 
bjr  a  legislative  enactment,  and  he  proposed 
a  seheme  precisely  similar  to  one  pot  into 
his  (Mr.  Hennessy's)  hands  by  the  West- 
meath  Farmers'  Club,  and  which  he  put 
before  the  House  in  1860.  If,  said  Judge 
Longfield,  the  landlord  reftued  to  enter 
into  a  eotttraot  for  allowing  compeDWtion— 

"In  soeh  oaiBs  the  tmant  ongfat  not  to  be 
without  a  remedy.  He  ought  to  niiTe  a  tight  to 
tomoton  the  landlord  before  tbe  ooort  of  quarter 
Mwiona,  and  there  g«t  an  order  for  libert;  to 
make  the  improTeakeots,  aolesa  the  landlord 
•howed  good  cause  to  the  contrary.  It  is  not 
Ukelf  that  this  resort  to  legal  prooMdinsa  wonld 
often  be  neeowarj.  The  ezistenoe  of  ue  right 
would  prerent  the  neoestit7  of  its  ezerriie." 

There  were  two  other  differencea  existing 
between  the  two  countries  which,  at  first 
sight,  teemed  to  tell  in  favour  of  Ireland. 
The  first  was  that  when  properly  drained 
the  soil  of  Ireland  was  absolutely  more  fer- 
tile than  that  of  Great  Britain.  The  late 
Ur.  M'CuHoch,  Professor  Lowe,  and  Pro- 
fessor Johnstone  were  all  of  this  opinion ; 
ud  Sir  Robot  Kane,  Direotor  of  the 
Ifaaenm  of  Iiiah  Indostry,  and  a  Iiigh  an- 
thoritj  on  the  industrial  resonrees  of  hts 
eoutttrj,  eonfirmed  it,  giving  various  cal- 
enlations  made  hy  varions  aatberities,  the 
resnlt  being  that,  taking  the  mean  value 
of  an  acre  of  land  in  England  at  16.  it 
was  14  in  Scotland,  and  in  Ireland  17^. 
These  calculations  presupposed  in  each 
case  an  equal  amount  of  drainage.  Again, 
the  second  difference  was  this,  that  not 
only  was  the  soil  of  Ireland  more  fertile 
than  that  of  Great  Britain,  but  the  labour- 
ing population  of  Ireland  possessed  physical 
qualities  greater  than  those  of  a  similar 
class  in  England  and  Scotland.  Professor 
Forbes,  of  Edinburgh,  corroborated  the 
statement  of  Professor  Qoelelet,  of  Brossels, 
who,  as  the  result  of  a  long  series  of  ex- 
periments, found  that  the  avera^  strength 
in  pounds  of  an  Englishman  was  4031b.;  of 
a  Scotchman,  4231b. ;  and  of  an  Irishman, 
4321b.  Another  high  authority,  Hr.  Field, 
of  liondon,  arrived  substantially  at  the 
same  conclusion.  Physically,  therefore, 
Ireland  aoemed  to  have  certain  natural  ad- 
vantages over  England  ;  but  she  had  also 
several  disadvantages.  The  first  was  that 
die  mining  wealth  of  Bagland  WM  ftbnw- 


mallj  great,  while  that  of  IreUnd  was 
ahnormallj  small.  Another  diffinenee  was 
in  the  physical  geography  and  climate 
of  the  two  countries,  which  had  much 
influence  on  the  agriculture.  In  Great 
BritMn  the  land  in  the  centre  of  the  island 
was  elevated.  In  Ireland,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  mountain  ranges  were  round 
the  coast,  the  central  regions  were  remark- 
ably  flat,  and  Ireland  had  to  rely  for  drain- 
age on  the  Shannon  and  other  great  rivers. 
In  Ireland  arterial  drainage  was  a  rital 
question.  There  were,  then,  many  dif- 
ferences between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland; 
and  the  difference  he  had  just  adverted  to 
was  well  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the 
Government.  While  it  appeared  on  the 
most  unquestionable  aatnoritr  that  the 
material  prosperity  of  Ireland  had  of  late 
years  hwa  continually  decreasing,  and 
while  they  were  told  by  two  English  Mem- 
bers that  the  state  of  Ireland  was  dis- 
graceful to  the  British  Government,  tbej 
heard  from  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
what  he  might  call  the  old  story  that  Ire- 
land presented  symptoms  of  great  improve- 
ment and  prosperity.  Since  the  first  night 
of  the  Session  a  speech  had  been  delivered 
in  Ireland  to  a  few  facts  in  which  he  would 
now  call  attention.  It  was  a  speech  de- 
livered on  the  1  Ith  of  the  present  month, 
at  the  half-yeariy  meeting  of  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  RaiTvay — the  great 
trunk  rulway  of  that  eonntiy.  The  mir- 
man  explained  how  it  happened  that  the 
dividends  of  that  railway,  which  went  from 
Doblin  to  Cork,  and  constituted  a  great 
indoz  of  the  prosperity  or  want  of  pros- 
perity of  Ireland,  bad  fallen.  He  said — 

"  I  flhall  not,  however,  attempt  to  oonoeal  from 
70a  the  great  disappointment  that  I  ftel  as  to  the 
state  of  onr  traffic— espeetally  for  some  months 
past.  I  ftilly  oalonlated  that  after  two  good  har- 
vests had  beeo  seourod  in  mooenion  we  might 
reasonably  hare  expected  some  reaotion  from  the 
dreadfol  state  of  depression  under  irhiohthis  oom- 
panj  has  now  laboared  for  five  yean  ttaok  ;  bat, 
on  the  contrary,  sinoe  October  last  onr  traffle  has 
rather  dimioished.  I  find  by  reference  to  official 
doeoments  in  the  Audit  Office  that  we  have  lost 
in  goods  during  the  last  six  months,  compared 
with  the  oorrespondiog  period  of  188S,  not  lets 
than  8,342  tons  of  goo£.  In  eattlewe  lost  9,S17 
bead,  and  in  sheep  13,1S3  head.  Now,  taking 
those  different  items  at  the  rates  whioh  we  receive 
for  their  conveyance— namely,  8».  6jd.  per  ton 
for  goods,  S#.  per  head  for  oatUe,  and  It.  per  head 
for  shee[K— they  will  amonot  for  the  half  year  to 
tbesnm  of  JUfiWt.  If  yoa  eompare  1804  with 
1868,  aod  take  tbe  same  data,  the  MastowMobwe 
have  been  subject  xaier  these  differoit  beads  ie 
£9.800.;  If  yon  compare  1864  wiUi  186S,  tbe  Ices 
will  be  not  leas  than  £31,600,  m  considerably 
more  th«>  ods^sIT  ^^^^^Q^^^^, 
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W«  kMt  40/)00  toni  of  good!  in  thfl  last  two  TMVi. 
I  will  DOW  bring  Mim  beti  before  yoa  oomiMted 
with  cattle,  which  I  think  70a  will  say,  when  70a 
have  beard  them,  are  not  only  of  very  great  im< 
portanoe  to  this  aompany,  hut  also  to  the  oonntrj 
at  large.  "Vho  decrease  in  oar  cattle  traffic  for  the 
last  six  moBths— when  I  speak  of  eattU  I  noean 
oxen,  bomed  eatUe— baa  ban  91  per  cent,  and 
in  sheep  the  deoreaae  has  been  17  per  cent." 

Such  was  the  statement  of  the  ohair- 
roan  of  the  principal  railway  company  in 
Ireland,  and  in  their  report  the  directors 
stated  their  regret  that  the  expectations 
of  increased  prosperity,  which  they  calcu- 
lated on'  in  their  last  report,  had  not 
been  realised  ;  the  traffic  had  diminished, 
and  they  were  unable  to  offer  a  satisfac- 
tory solution  of  that  lamentable  result ; 
but  they  beliered  a  similar  diminution 
bad  been  experienced  in  all  other  Irish 
railways.  It  might,  perhaps,  be  said  that, 
tboQgh  nulway  traffic  had  declined,  traffic 
in  Ireland  bad  increased  in  another  direc- 
tion. But  ^6  returns  of  the  City  of 
Dublin  Steam  Packet  Companir,  the  steam 
company  connected  with  the  Chester  and 
Holyhead  line,  and  the  Cork  Steamship 
Company,  and  of  the  Great  Canal  which 
ran  from  Dublin  to  the  centre  of  Ireland, 
told  the  same  story.  With  regard  to  the 
steampackets,  the  chairman  of  the  railway 
he  had  just  mentioned  stated — 

"  Now,  I  have  been  fiiToured  by  retams  from 
the  City  of  Dublin  St«am  Packet  Company,  and 
from  the  Hteam  oompany  oonneoted  with  the 
Chester  and  Holyhead  line,  and  also  from  the 
CoA  Steamship  Coinpaiv,  and  I  am  anthorized 
to  make  nse  of  them  at  this  meetbg.  By  those 
returns  I  And  that  there  is  a  decrease  in  cattle 
shipped  from  Dublin  during  the  last  six  months 
of  17,200,  and  a  decrease  in  sheep  of  S1.47ff.  The 
decrease  from  Cork  is— cattle,  18,333:  sheep, 
18,819;  making  a  total  decrease  from  those  two 
ports  of  75330  beadofoattle  and  dieep.  I  hsTO 
also  been  fitvoured  with  returns  of  the  percentage 
of  loss  from  both  Dohlin  and  Cork,  and  also  from 
Waterford.  Within  the  last  six  months  the  de- 
crease of  cattle  shipped  from  Dublin  was  17  per 
cent,  and  the  decrease  of  sheep  19  per  cent.  The 
decrease  from  Cork  was  60  per  cent  of  cattle,  and 
46  per  cent,  of  sheep.  The  decrease  from  Water- 
ford  was  SO  per  cent  cattle,  and  45  per  eent 
sheep.  Now  thesa  are  very  strong  bets,  and  well 
worUiy  of  consideration.  WhatistheqaesUonwe 
then  naturally  ask  oursetves  ?  We  are  told  on 
all  hands  that  the  tillage  of  Ireland  has  been  de- 
oreasing  for  years,  and  that  the  pasture  land  has 
been  increasing,  and  yet  we  find  neyond  all  ques- 
tion that  the  quanti^  of  cattle  and  dieep  pro- 
dooed  for  a  nnmber  of  years  fit  for  the  monut  is 
less  than  it  used  to  be.'* 

lo  the  corn  circular  of  Messrs.  J.  and  C. 
Sturgo,  of  February  5,  1864,  it  was 
sUted— 

"  Tnndog  to  IreUnd,  we  find  ftbat  eonntry  im- 
ports Iwcadatwtb  nsarly  aa  large  aa  em,  while 


the  process  of  *  sdUng  np^*  to  whieb  we  have  be* 
fore  alluded,  eontinuas  en  nniob  the  same  soole 

as  in  the  three  rast  years,  the  diminution  in  stock 
having  been  23.716  horses,  426,125  cattle,  298,411 
sheep,  and  112,803  pigs.  The  area  of  wheat 
grown  was  only  264,766  aeres,  or  31,505  less 
than  in  the  mTioos  year,  and  about  a  similar 
extent  of  land  seems  to  have  gone  altogether  out 
of  culti ration.  ^Hiis  selling  off  of  ftm  stock  and 
the  diminution  in  deposits  at  the  different  banks, 
referred  to  in  Dr.  Banoook's  report  to  the  Go- 
remment,  to  a  great  extent  explain  what  bad 
been  so  puisling  a  problem  to  many  in  the  trade 
— namely,  how  Ireland  paid  for  her  large  impor- 
tations of  00m." 

That  was,  Ireland  was  using  her  capital 
to  supply  the  shortcomings  of  her  income 
— a  fatal  system.  Messrs.  Sturge  said 
that  21,000  acres  had  gone  out  of  cultira- 
tion  ;  but  that  was  an  under-statementi 
for,  according  to  the  agricultural  statistics 
on  the  table  of  the  House,  there  had  been  in 
1864,  as  eompared  with  1863,  an  increase 
in  Ireland  of  bog  and  waste  nnenltivated  to 
the  extent  of  58,000  acres,  and  the  cereal 
and  green  erops  also  had  greatiy  deeUned. 
The  picture  was  a  sad  one,  and  it  was 
made  more  sad  when  this  decline  of  pros- 
perity, instead  of  being  ^nkly  acknow- 
ledged by  the  GoTemment,  was  denied. 
Neither  were  the  symptoms  of  improreraent 
and  prosperity  referred  to  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  be  foaod  in  the  Emigration 
Returns.  In  June,  lost  year,  he  (Mr. 
Henneasy]  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
emigration  from  Ireland  was  going  on  as 
rapidly  as  in  1863  ;  hut  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
dented  the  accuracy  of  that  statement,  and 
assured  the  House  that  at  the  end  of  the 
year  the  emigration  would  be  found  to  be 
less  than  that  of  the  year  preceding.  But 
he  (Mr.  Hennesaj)  found  in  the  Govern- 
ment statistics  which  had  recently  been 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  the  following 
statement  of  Mr,  Donnelly,  Registrar  Oe- 
neral : — 

"  The  number  of  emigrants  from  each  proviooe 
during  the  flnt  seren  months  of  1864  compared 
with  the  same  period  in  1863  is  given  at  page  30. 
According  to  the  retams  received,  84,586  persons 
left  Ireland  this  year  up  to  the  Slst  of  Joly,  who 
stated  it  was  their  intention  not  to  return,  being 
an  increase  of  4,080  on  the  number  for  last  year. 
The  entire  number  of  emigrants  since  the  date 
when  their  enumeration  st  the  several  porta  of 
Ireland  commenced,  1st  of  Hay,  1851,  to  the  Slst 
of  July  last,  amounted  to  1,499,643  persons." 

What,  again,  said  Lord  Wodefaouse,  speak- 
ing at  the  Lord  Mayor's  banqaet  in  Dunlin  f 
His  Lordahip  stated— 

'*  While  this  emigration  is  so  Uu«e  I  must  tell 
yon  it  is  not  diminishing.   There  is  a  large  in- 
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aition  of  a&r  agrioaltanl  toaOkry  and  ootuiittt  it 
Fw  be  it  fiom  m«  to  that  ont  from  oonsidermUoa 
tke  dutjr  of  sndeaTonring  to  aUp  tbu  enufntion 
bir  opeaiof  saw  loimM  of  wqilQynwBt  m  the 

There  were  two  admisriom  in  that  speech 
—  first,  that  emigration  was  goioe  on  ; 
and,  aeeoodljf,  that  it  wo*  tlie  dtitj  of  those 
who  had  thtt  power  to  ohoek  it  hy  opeaing' 
Bov  toaraea  ef  enplojBenl.  They  were 
told  knt  Session  that  emigration  was  the 
aafetf -valVe  oC  Ireland ;  and  yet  the  Chief 
Secretary,  speaking  at  the  Royal  DoUiu 
Society,  said — 

"  I  do  not  sdnit  mjwlf  that  migration  ought 
to  be  oouidered  the  «fet;>valve  of  Ireland.  I 
want  to  see  that  empkmnent  fiv  the  urieultnral 
labounn  whieh  vlll  do  away  with  all  this  talk 
about  emigration  being  the  safety-raJve  for  Ire- 
lud,  and  liow  can  we  do  tiiia  but  bj  loeh  irorfca 
aathehoa.  QenUwnan  jointed  out  t" 

The  works  in  qaestton  were  mainly  works 
of  arterial  drainage.  He  most  congratu- 
late the  Chief  Secretary  upon  baring  made 
this  admission,  that  emigration  onght  not 
to  be  considered  the  safety-vahie  of  the 
country,  and  that  they  ought  to  check  it 
if  they  had  power  to  do  so.  From  the 
"^Money  Artiole"  in  Ttmw  of  that 

day  it  appeared  that  some  gentlemeo  were 
afniid  of  a  drain  of  gold  to  Spain.  When 
a  drain  of  gold  was  apprehended  means 
were  taken  to  check  it  by  a  rise  in  the 
tBte  of  diseoant.  There  was  now  going 
on  from  Ireland  a  drain  of  the  population* 
who  wwe  more  precious  to  this  oountr^  than 
gold  or  silrer,  and,  as  be  thought,  it  was 
the  doty  of  the  QoTemment  to  cheek  it  by 
atimalating  the  profitable  employment  of 
the  people.  How  was  that  employment  to 
be  stimalated?  A  faw  minutes  ago  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Roscommon 
(Colonel  French)  asked  a  question  about 
iko  works  upon  the  Shannon — a  subject 
to  whieh  he  himself  called  attention  last 
June.  It  appeared  that  in  consequence 
of  the  ezeoutioii  of  oertoin  Goremment 
works  upon  that  rirer  thousands  of  acres 
along  its  banks  which  were  once  fertile 
land  were  now  every  year  cofcred  with 
walor.  According  to  the  report  of  Mr. 
Ba toman  the  expenditure  of  a  sum  of 
about  £280.000  would  relieve  the  banks 
of  the  Shannon  from  the  snperabnndant 
water,  and  woqU  reclaim  somethiag  like 
30,000  acres  of  land,  whieb  might  produce 
food,  Md  the  coltiTation  of  which  would 
furnish  employment  for  Uie  people.  This, 
howerer,  was  but  a  small  part  of  the  qoes- 
tioa.  The  Marquess  of  Glaoricarde,  one 
of  the  ablest  and  moot  ■oriam  hu 


countrymen,  who  bad  stadiod  tkis  sobjeol  - 

most  careftHly,  had  had  a  correspondenee 
with  the  Chief  Secretary  which  appeared 
to  terminate  all  eontroversy.  Lord  Clan- 
riearde  read  the  speech  made  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Royal  DubKn  Society,  in  a4tiob 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  not  only  said  that 
the  people  ought  to  be  employed,  but  went 
on  to  give  advice  to  the  Opposition  in  that 
House,  saying  — 

"  We  hare  a  strong  bodj  in  Parliament.  Ejerj 
oonnty,  aa  the  hon.  Gentlemao  has  said,  has  its 
repreeentative  to  advooate  its  interetts.  What  I 
Aoold  like  to  see  would  be  a  meaiure  preiead 
upon  the  GoTemment  pressed  upon  the  Impe- 
rii] Government  and  upon  Parliament  bj  that 
legitimate  Parliamentary  inflneoce,  that  fiir  and 
bonoorable  co-operation  and  preamre,  whicb 
would  result  in  the  earrTing  of  nioh  a  miasure — 
a  measure  vhidi  would  hare  the  effect,  in  mj 
mind,  of  greatlj  reUering  the  agricultural  in- 
terests b7  the  &ir  and  just  granting  of  pubUe 
monef  for  the  purpose  of  draining  in  tliifl  ooontrj. 
I  maintain  that  this  is  a  great  Imperial  question. 
I  look  npon  the  drainage  of  those  vast  traets  ia 
Ireland  as  a  question  whioh  ought  to  be  dealt 
with  hj  the  Imperial  Legiilatore.  Indiridnal 
proprietors  cannot  grapple  with  it — eTei7  one 
admits  that.  Look  at  what  the  Imperial  Legis- 
lature spent  npon  the  Caledonian  Oanal  in  Seot- 
laad.  Look  at  what  the  Imperial  Padiuneot 
spent  upon  Uie  Ottawa  Rirw  naflgation  wnks 
in  Canada-H)ver  a  million  sterling  for  133  mOea. 
And  then  look  at  onr  magnifloeot  Shannon, 
spreading  over  200  miles  of  this  country,  running 
tliroagh  ten  oouatiea,  and  liariog  a  popalation  en 
its  immediate  borders  of  ever  a  miUiwi  of  people. 
Does  not  that  rureaent  smnetiiu^  worthy  of 
the  support  of  the  Imperial  FariianMnt  f 

Struck  by  that  speech,  Lord  ClanrieardB 
addressed  to  the  Chief  Secretary  the  fol- 
lowing letter • 

«<  PortmBoa,  Nov.  96, 1894. 
"  dear  Feel, — I  read  with  great  saUsfiMtion 
and  pleasure  javr  speeoh  at  the  Royal  Dublin 
Sooietf .  I  am  glad  that  jou  think,  as  I  do,  that 
the  most  immemate,  obrious,  and  practteal  im- 
provement  to  be  effeoted  in  this  eonntry  is  to  be 
made  by  drainage  on  a  latge  seale,  saeh  as  Um 
districts  of  the  Sock  and  Shannon  require ;  and 
I  rejoice  that  you  justly  consider  the  drain^  of 
the  extensiTe  districts  to  be  'an  Imperial  qves- 
tion.'  I  should  be  sorry  to  ask  yon  any  premature 
qnestions,  but  whenerer  you  can  tell  me  that  the 
Gorerament  have  taken  the  matter  in  hand  se- 
riously I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  yon  will  do  so, 
beeauae  I  am  at  present,  at  my  own  ocwt,  taking 
iriiat  I  beUere  to  be  the  best  opinion  in  the  king- 
dom npon  a  great  portion  of  the  Shannon  and  its 
works,  with  a  view  to  the  contest  which,  until  I 
read  yonr  speech,  I  feared  was  ineritaUe — I 
am,  Ac,  "  OumnouDa." 

To  that  oommnaicfttioD  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet sent  this  reply — 

"  Dublin  CasUe,  Nov.  97, 1801. 
"  My  dear'  Olanrioarde, — I  am  pleased  to  find 
that  yoB  appiwvs  the  rsmaria  i^gh  I  te^  oooa- 
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Dublin  8oeiety ;  and  inssnocb  u  the  vorks  al- 
nadj  exoeated  under  the  general  designaticm  of 
Shannon  knprovementi  hare  had  the  effect  of 
dlminnbing  the  value  of  the  flooded  lands  adjoin- 
ing that  river,  I  am  utiafied  that  the  drainage  of 
the  ShaoDOD,  doriDg  its  course  of  140  miles,  is  » 
ntyaot  of  natienalioiportanoe,  towards  wbiob  the 
revennea  of  the  State  laight  rerr  fa\r\j  be  oalled 
upon  to  oontribote.  Certun  it  is  that  this  is  a  work 
vbieh  can  never  be  exeonted  at  the  oost  of  the 
partiss  who  are  owners  of  the  flooded  lands,  and 
that  it  onght  not  to  be  at  their  cost,  Saoh  are 
uj  honest  oonviotions,  not  as  a  partj  man,  bat 
as  a  pablio  maOf  having  given  some  attention  to 
the  sabjeot,  and  hj  expressing  rather  tiian  oon- 
eealiof  thnn  any  longer  I  ieol  I  nwy  be  dobig 
MBw  Mnio*  to  bdana. 

The  qneitioiif  therefore^  wu  now  m  a  wrj 
difiwent  poBition  Awn  that  whieli  it  ottra- 
pwd  tut  year.  Last  jear  the  people  of 
Irelaod  were  told  that  mast  do  every- 
thing themselveB  ;  arterial  drainage  might 
be  wanted,  birt  the  proprietors  mast  uader- 
t(^e  iV— DOW  ^ey  had  the  Iri^  Gh>verQ- 
ment  supporting  Lord  Clamiearde,  and 
sapporttng  thosa  who  had  for  years  been 
calling  attention  to  this  subject,  in  the  view 
that  the  Imperial  Paiiiament  oaght  to  take 
some  steps  in  the  matter.  It  was  possible 
^t  the  Government  might  have  been  to 
some  extent  iufluenced  by  the  evidence 
which  was  taken  by  the  Select  Committee 
presided  over  Inr  his  bon.  Friend  the  Uem- 
ber  for  QoMn  s  Coaa^  (Gohmel  Panne). 
Vr.  Senior,  a  gentleman  who  had  resided  in 
Ireland  for  twenty  yean  as  a  Poor  Law 
Cemmimoner.  and  who  wat,  he  believed^ 
called  to  give  evidence  en  beiialf  of  the 
Goveniment,  was  asked,  "  Do  you  believe 
that  the  best  thing  that  eoald  be  done  for 
Ireland  would  be  to  drain  it  ?"  And  his 
reply  was,  "  I  do."  That  was  his  own 
opinion.  Whatever  the  Oovemment  or  that 
House  could  do  to  stimulate  the  profitable 
employment  of  the  people  ought  mainly  to 
he  directed  toivardsdrMDage.  The  bon.  Ba- 
ronet who  was  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
under  Lord  Serif's  Ooremment  (Sir  Staf- 
ford Northcote),  and  therefore  an  authority 
on  fioanee,  presented  a  dran|^t  Beport  to 
the  aame  Committee,  which  aontained  this 
passage:— 

"Drainage  being  the  improTsmant  of  whioh 
Ireland  ebiefly  stands  in  need,  yov  Committse 
recommend  this  qaestion  to  the  &vonrabl«  oom^ 
deration  of  the  Govenunent." 

Suoh  were  the  views  of  the  best  anthori- 
tias;  in  Ireland  the  best-iofonned  practi- 
cal' men  like  Lord  Clanriearde;  in  the  Go- 
veronMnt,  the  Chief  Secretary  ;  and  in 
Select  CtmmitteeB,  some  of  the  ablest 
and  mort  mCeHigant  Meoibm.  of  tkat 
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House.  He  had  seme  faalt  to  find  with 
the-  Chief  Secretary,  because  when  last 
year,  in  catling  attention  to  a  kindred 
subject— the  reclamation  of  waste  lands 
—  he  stated,  upon  the  authority  of  Sir 
Richard  Griffith  (who  fixed  the  amonot  at 
3,377,000  acres),  that  there  were  in  Ire- 
land 3,500,000  acres  of  land  at  present 
uncaltirated  which  were  susceptible  of  aoo- 
nomical  ealtivalabai  tiie  right  hon.  Baronet 
aaid — 


**  Instead  of  the  8,000,000  acres  wluoh  the 
bon.  Member  alleged.  Own  mas^  I  tUnk,  be  leas 
than  on»lnlf  that  qtumtt^  now  available  tat  Im^ 
[provamsat." 

Daring  the  recess  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  bad  looked  into  the  snbject,  and  had 
not  only  adopted  the  figures  which  he 
(Mr.  Hennessy]  bad  used  in  that  House, 
but  had  added  to  tbem.   He  sud — 

"  Whj  do  not  the  OovemmeDt  come  forward 
now  and  treat  an  Imperial  ^oMtton  like  this  as  it 
ought  to  be  treated  r 

Que  vrauld  think  that  it  was  an  agitator 
and  not  a  Privy  Councillor  who  was  ad- 
dressing the  people. 

"  Wh7  do  not  the  Govemmmt  come  forward 
DOW  and  treat  aa  Imperial  qpestion  like  this  as 
it  ought  to  be  treated  ?  Sir  Biobard  Grifilth  has 
told  OS  that  there  is  no  bog  land  in  Ireland  that 
oanoot  be  drained.  Sir  Buhard  CMffith  tells  ns 
that  it  is  a  ver;  agreeaUe  refieotion  that  you  maj 
drain,  I  will  not  aay  the  very  worst,  bnt  some  of 
the' worst  land  in  Ireland,  tat,  I  think,  £7,  or  cer- 
tainly  £7  lOi .  an  acre,  and  that  in  two  years  after- 
wards that  land  woidd  he  worth  30>.  an  acre. 
Therefore,  considering  that  we  have  in  this  coon* 
try  about  4,000,000  acres  of  land  in  tbe  eoodltion 
which  we  have  referred  to,  and  eonsidering  that  in 
the  ojunion  of  Sir  BielMrd  Griffith  it  could  be 
brought  into  a  valuable  condition,  I  do  think  that 
this  question  is  well  worthy  of  tbe  attention  of  the 
pubtto.*' 

As  to  the  extent  of  land  he  was  willing 
to  adhere  to  the  figures  which  he  placed 
before  the  House  last  year,  with  this  pain- 
ful addition,  that,  as  would  be  seen  from  tbo 
Report  of  Mr.  Donnelly,  since  be  apoke. 
58.000  acres  which  were  in  cultivation  in 
1863  bad  become  unoccupied  and  waste. 
It  therefore  appeared  without  question  that 
there  were  in  Ireland  between  3,000,000 
wad  4,000,000  acres  of  waste  land  which 
were  susceptible  of  economical  cultivation. 
As  to  the  number  of  families  for  whom  the 
improvement  of  those  lands  would  provide, 
he  would  quote  an  authority  that  oouhl  not 
be  said  ta  be  prejudiced  in  favour  of  Ireland. 
The  special  agricultural  correspondent  of 
The  TirnM,  writing  from  Dublin  in  Ootober, 
1861,  laid—  (^r^f^n\r> 
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"  TUiadditfonof  4,000,000 M»M  to  UwUboar- 
iwoJtng  ana  woold  {woride  -mark  for  800,000 
men,  r^rewnting  u  heads  <^  fiuniUM  probably 
8,800,000  inhaWUnU." 

Sir  Robert  Kane,  the  Director  of  the  Mu- 
seom  of  Irish  Indastry,  said  that  there 
existed  in  Irelaod  milliona  of  acres  of  land 
perfectly  well  adapted  for  caltiTation,  but 
which  had  never  yet  sapplied  a  morsel  of 
food  for  man  ;  that  the  oaltiTatioo  of  these 
wastes,  if  reclaimed,  as  had  been  proved 
by  deciBive  practical  eridenoe,  would  give 
remaQerative  employment  to  a  popolattoo 
far  exceeding  that  which  Ireland  possessed 
before  the  years  of  famine.  As  to  Ireland 
being  OTer-popnlated,  hon.  Mennbers  woold 
do  well  to  rnd  the  esuy  written  by  Mr. 
Blacker,  who  reeeiTed  m  medal  for  it  from 
the  Royal  Dublin  Society,  and  who  was 
the  manager  of  the  largest  estate  in  the 
county  of  Armagh.  In  that  essay  the 
writer  made  the  extraordinary  calculation 
that  with  a  good  system  of  arterial  drain- 
age. 37,000,000  of  people  might  be  main- 
tained in  Ireland.  When  Ireland  had 
8.500,000  of  inhabitants,  it  exported  food; 
whereas  now,  with  only  5.000,000,  she  had 
to  import  it  and  pay  for  it  oot  of  her  capi- 
tal. It  was  often  said,  especially  by  the 
Scotch  Hembera,  although  he  was  not 
certain  that  it  was  perfectly  acoarate,  that 
Ireland  was  more  than  half  a  eentary 
behind  Scotland ;  but  assuming  theacouracy 
of  that  assertion,  would  the  Seoteh  Ifem- 
bers  do  for  Ireland  now  what  the  Imperial 
Parliament  did  for  Seotland  more  thao 
hidf  a  eentnry  ago  ?  He  would  give  the 
House  a  few  foots  relating  to  a  great  work 
carried  out  in  Scotland,  for  which  public 
money  was  voted,  withoat  one  shilling  of 
it  ever  being  returned  by  that  country. 
He  referred  to  the  Caledonian  Caoal,  which 
was  undertaken  to  promote  inland  nariga- 
tion.  In  the  first  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners it  was  stated  that  that  canal  was 
not  only  useful  for  inland  navigation,  but 
stilt  more  usofal  for  drainage  purposes. 
Well,  the  returns  showed  that  the  sum 
expended  on  that  work  from  1803  to 
1834  was  £953.000.  He  had  also  seen 
the  Estimates  for  the  six  years  between 
1841  and  1847,  and  he  found  that  in 
eaeh  of  those  years  the  Scotch  Hembers 
manued  to  get  £50,000  voted  for  the 
Caleoonian  Canal,  making  a  total  of 
£1,200,000  granted  for  a  work  which 
might  have  been  beneficial  to  Scotland 
itself,  bat  which  could  not  possibly  be 
treated  as  a  work  of  Imperial  necessity. 
Bat  that  was  not  all.   They  had  alio  roled 
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large  sams  of  public  money  for  makiiiff 
roads  and  bridges  in  Scotland.  He  wonid 
not  speak  of  the  expenditure  of  £241,000 
for  military  roads.  &c.,  in  Scotland,  be- 
cause that  might  be  called  an  Imperial 
matter ;  but  upon  ordinary  Scotch  roads 
and  bridges,  which  were  in  no  sense  Impe- 
rial, Parliament  had  lavished  since  1803 
the  sum  of  £250,000.  not  one  penny  of 
which  came  back  to  the  Exchequer.  Then 
again  for  canals  in  Canada,  the  Imperial 
Pariiament  had  voted  £977.000.  AU 
these  snms  were  voted,  not  for  Imperial 
purposes,  but  to  promote  the  development 
of  local  traffic.  If  the  Scotch  Members, 
therefore,  were  nndw  the  impreinMi  that 
Irdand  was  half  a  eentary  behind  them, 
he  thought  they  might  ^re  th«r  sapport 
to  a  Motion  like  that  which  he  had  jdaeed 
on  the  paper,  and  which  clearly  pointed  to 
some  action  being  taken  by  the  Government 
in  the  direction  indicated  by  the  speech  of 
the  Chief  Secretary.  Indeed,  his  Motion, 
as  the  House  woold  perceive,  did  not  go 
as  far  as  the  speeches  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary. It  b^n  by  expressing  the  regret 
which  he  thought  they  all  felt  at  the  de- 
cline of  the  population  in  Ireland ;  and 
then  went  on  to  declare  that  the  House 
would  readily  support  Her  Majesty's  Oo- 
vemmeut  in  any  well  devised  measures  for 
stimulating  the  profitable  employment  of 
the  people.  He  had  pmnted  out  that  by 
expending  money  in  the  reclamation  of 
waste  Iwds,  and  in  the  inteodootion  of 
a  good  system  of  arterial  drainage,  not 
only  could  the  Oovemmeut  give  remunera- 
tive employment  to  the  people,  but  they 
could  also  affect  the  climate  of  Ireland. 
The  difference  in  the  physical  geography 
of  Qreat  Britwn  and  Ireland,  to  which  he 
had  referred,  was  not  owing  simply  to  the 
configuration  of  the  sister  island,  but  Ire- 
land was  somewhat  more  moist  than  Eng- 
land, owing  to  her  greater  rainfall ;  and 
everybody  knew  that  the  effect  of  rain  upon 
the  soil  was  very  different  from  the  action 
of  the  water  which  lay  upon  and  underneath 
the  soil.  Land  saturated  with  standing 
water  was  not  suitable  for  the  produotion 
of  crops ;  whereas  the  rainfall  brought 
down  upon  well-drained  land  ammonia  and 
other  ingredients  which  were  highly  bene- 
ficial to  cultivation.  As  for  as  rain  vas 
eoneemed,  the  people  of  Ireland  had  no* 
thing  to  complain  of ;  but  they  did  com- 

Slain  that,  owing  to  the  want  of  artoial 
rainage,  there  was  at  eotain  seasons  of 
the  year  a  coldness  of  the  swl,  which 
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woold  otherwise  be  produced.  He  beliered 
that  by  some  such  measures  as  he  had 
suggested,  thej  oould  do  something  to 
cheek  the  emigration  from  Ireland,  and 
that  they  could  do  it  precisely  in  the  direc< 
tion  iudioated  by  the  Chief  Secretary.  In 
moTiDg  the  Besolation  which  he  had  placed 
on  the  paper,  he  was  sure  the  House  iroutd 
do  him  tiie  justice  to  believe  that  be  was 
not  aetostea  by  party  spirit,  but  wished  (a 
unite  the  general  feeling  of  the  House  in 
an  expression  of  regret  at  the  condition  of 
Ireland,  and  a  determination  to  support 
any  effort  which  the  Government  might 
make  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  that 
country. 

Colonel  FRENCH,  in  seconding  the 
Motion,  said  he  felt  deeply  grateful  to  his 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
the  boldness  and  manliness  with  which  he 
had  avowed  the  opinions  which  had  thot 
ntght  been  quoted.  With  regard  to  that 
magnificent  river,  the  Shannon,  some 
thirty  years  ago  a  Commission  reported 
that  £600,000  would  be  required,  not 
only  to  carry  out  the  improvement  of  its 
navigatiout  out  to  deepen  it  bo  as  to  admit 
the  drainage  of  the  ten  counties  through 
which  it  passed.  In  1835  an  Act  was 
brought  in  for  the  execution  of  these 
Vorks.  one-half  of  the  cost  to  be  defrayed 
by  public  grant,  and  the  other  half  to  be 
defrayed  by  tolls.  In  case  the  tolls  were 
not  sufficient,  a  levy  was  to  be  made  on 
the  adjoining  counties.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  Commissioners  proceeded 
to  act.  Plans  and  sections  were  laid  on 
the  table  ;  and  the  first  step  it  might  have 
been  thought  would  have  been  to  advertize 
for  contracts.  But  no— the  Commissioners 
not  only  planned  the  works  and  prepared 
estimates,  but  undertook  to  execute  them. 
Had  there  been  contractors,  proceedings 
might  hare  been  taken  agunst  them  for 
non-exeention.  Bat  the  Commissioners 
did  not  eren  execute  the  wwks ;  they 
altered  th«r  plans  and  made  themseWes 
judges  as  to  how  they  were  executed.  The 
wo»s  completed  and  everything  sought 
for  obtained,  now  they  said  they  must  pro- 
ceed to  deal  with  repayments.  They  made 
allotments,  and  £300,000  was  levied  on 
the  adjacent  counties.  The  county  he 
represented  paid  in  principal  and  interest 
£100,000,  and,  instead  of  improrements, 
they  had  unfinished  works.  After  repeated 
solicitatioo,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excbe- 
qoer  had  sent  a  hydraulic  engineer  of  emi- 
nence, Mr.  Batenun,  to  exannne  the 
works.   He  went  over  the  works,  made  a 
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report  that  they  had  not  got  ralue  fur 
their  £300,000,  and  that  to  carry  out  the 
works  would  require  a  fnrther  sum  of 
£280,000.  There  were  two  boats  engaged 
in  the  navigation  drawing  six  feet  water, 
and  instead  of  having  boats  built  to  suit 
the  river,  the  river  was  to  be  made  six  feet 
deep  to  suit  the  draught  of  the  two  that 
now  plied  upon  it.  The  work  was  important 
as  a  work  of  drainage,  but  not  of  naviga- 
tion. But  not  only  did  they  complain  of 
contracts  unfulfilled,  but  various  sums  had 
mysteriously  disappeared,  and  no  account 
could  be  had  of  them.  He  did  not  go  so  far 
as  his  hon.  Friend  with  reference  to  recla- 
mation of  waste  lands.  When  the  late  Lord 
George  Bentinck  brought  forward  his  Bill 
for  railways  in  Ireland  a*  sum  was  to  be 
advanced  by  the  Government  for  reclama- 
tion ;  but  the  Government  would  not 
accede  to  that  measure.  Then  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Stroud  (Mr.  Horsman) 
brought  in  a  Bill  on  the  subject ;  but  it 
was  not  deemed  desirable  to  carry  it  out. 
The  statements  made  by  different  persons 
on  this  subject  as  to  the  enormous  amount 
of  waste  lands  in  Ireland  were  exaggerated. 
The  bog  waste  lands  were  erery  year 
being  reclaimed  by  the  population  around 
them.  Every  person  wno  bad  gone  into 
the  subject  knew  that  very  erroneous  esU- 
mates  had  been  made  on  the  subject  of 
the  expense  of  reclamation.  He  was  glad 
to  learn  that  one  portion  of  this  subject 
was  under  the  consideration  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  that,  in  the  course  of  a  week, 
they  might  expect  some  intimation  on  the 
subject. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  leavo  oat  from  th«  word  "  That "  to  the  and 
of  the  QnestioD,  in  order  to  add  the  words  *'  this 
House  observes  with  regret  the  decline  of  the 
population  of  Iieland,  and  will  readily  support 
tier  Va^ift  GovemmeBt  in  Any  well-devued 
measure  to  itimulate  the  profitable  Mapbyment 
of  the  peo^/'— (ifr.  Eemeitjf,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Thb  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Sir,  1  do  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  traversing  the  very  extended  field  that 
appears  to  be  opened  to  the  notice  of  the 
House  by  the  Motion — not  in  the  form  in 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  brought  it 
before  us,  but  in  the  terms  in  which  he 
orisnnally  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
raise ^the  qaestion;  WtldT^OS^Sgfe 
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■aj  a  few  words  both  on  that  aspect  of  the 
question  that  ma;  be  thought  most  to  eon* 
corn  mr  own  department,  and  likewise  on 
some  of  the  poiots  touched  bj  the  Merer 
and  Seconder.  lo  the  first  place,  mj  hon. 
Friend  who  seconded  the  Motion  will  not 
eipcot  me  to  enter  on  the  rerj  important 
question  of  the  drainage  of  the  Shannon. 
As  respeots  the  history  of  that  subject,  it 
will  be  treated  with  much  more  knowledge 
and  fulness  of  detail  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  for  Ireland;  and  as 
regards  a  portion  of  it  my  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  is  alreadj  aware  that  it  is  nnder 
the  (onudention  of  the  Qovernment. 
Turning  to  the  spaeeb  of  the  hen.  Uorer 
I  frankly  answer  the  appeal  he  made  to 
the  House  whaif  he  said  be  hoped  this 
would  not  be  considered  as  in  any  sense  a 
party  Motion.  Most  certainly  it  would  be 
a  great  misfortune  if  a  question  affecting 
the  general  eondition  of  Ireland,  the  de- 
cline of  its  population,  the  happiness  or 
suffering  of  lis  people,  should  come  before 
this  House  aa  a  party  question.  I  entirely 
acquit  the  hon.  Gentleman  of  baling  any 
object  in  Tiew  in  bringing  forward  this 
Ifotion  apart  from  the  benefit  of  his 
eoantry.  I  do  not  well  know  if  there  be 
any  intention  to  take  a  rote  on  the  Motion, 
of  the  terms  of  which  we  hart  only  been 
pot  into  posaaaaion  this  OToning.  I  advert 
to  that  aubjeot  becauao  the  ntM,  Member 
baa  not  distinctly  stated  his  intention  in 
the  apeocb  he  has  made;  but  I  assume  that 
he  has  no  intention  to  call  on  the  House 
for  the  expression  of  an  opinion  by  dirision, 
for  two  reasons — first,  he  will  obserre  that 
it  will  be  a  proceeding  highly  inconveuieDt 
as  regards  toe  business  of  the  House  if  we 
were  to  be  called  to  decide  by  a  rote 
on  propositions  comprehending  matters  of, 

Seat  importance,  the  exact  terms  of  which 
d  been  placed  before  the  House  only  in 
the  moving.  Bol  not  only  is  such  a  prac- 
tice to  be  shanoed  on  the  grounds  of  re- 
gnlarity  and  precedent,  but  likewise  he  will 
see  that  it  requires  very  great  eonwderation 
on  the  part  of  the  House  to  deal  properly 
with  the  terms  in  which  it  shall  record  its 
impression  and  sentiments  with  respect  to 
ao  inportant  a  sahjeot  as  the  oonditbn  of 
Irelaad.  The  hoa.  Oeatleman  in  his  Mo- 
tion calls  on  the  House  to  say  that  "  thia 
HoBse  ohseries  with  regret  the  decline  of 
the  population  of  Ireland."  That  is  the 
first  Waneh  of  his  Motion.  Nodeobt.it 
is  the  natural  impotse  <rf  the  mind  to  view 
that  decline  of  the  population  with  great 
i^iroti  bat  to  feel  that  sentiment  for  oar- 
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selves  is  one  thing,  and  to  record  it  as  the 
judgment  of  a  great  deliberative  assembly  is 
another  thing.  I  must  say  we  ought  well  to 
consider  and  examine,  in  a  manner  which  we 
have  now  no  power  of  examining,  as  to  the 
whole  social  and  economical  bearings  of 
that  remarkable  movement  of  the  popula- 
tion now  taking  place  in  Ireland  before  we 
venture  to  record  any  opinion  whatever 
regarding  it  hy  the  House.  Then,  I  mutt 
say,  adverting  to  the  cbaraetor  of  the 
speech  of  the  hon,  Qentleman,  that  it 
would  be  most  nndeurable  that  the  House 
should  express  vi^nely  and  indefinitely  its 
rea^noss  to  anpport  Her  Mqesty's  Qo> 
vemment  in  any  well  devised  measure  to 
stimulate  the  profitable  omploymoDt  of  the 
people."  I  do  not  say  that  sentiment  is 
unreasonable;  but  a  sentiment  of  that  kind 
is  one  thing  in  the  speeches  of  individual 
Members  and  another  thing  in  the  formal 
records  of  the  House.  You  must  consider 
the  expectations  which  you  raise  when  the 
House  of  Commons  puts  on  record  such  an 
opinion,  and  the  bitter  disappointment 
which  will  follow  if  it  is  afterwards  found 
that  you  have  matured  nothing  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  you  will  give  effect  to  your 
benevolent  feelings,  and  that,  in  fact,  you 
have  been  misleading  people  under  a  spon- 
taneous impulse  of  benevolonee.  I  cer-* 
tainly  feel  it  would  be  highly  inezpodieat 
and  would  tend  to  defeat  the  doetnne  laid 
down  by  the  hon.  Oentieman  that  we  should 
avoid  to  impart  to  this  discussion  any  cha- 
racter of  party,  if  we  should  be  called  upon 
to  give  a  vote  open  this  Motion — a  vote 
which  would  be  misconsiraed  by  the  people 
of  Ireland,  and  would  form  a  very  inade- 
quate vehicle  for  the  expression  of  the 
feelings  and  judgment  of  the  Hoose.  The 
hon.  Member  says  it  is  the  practice  in  thia 
House  to  deal  with  England  and  Ireland  on 
opposite  principles.  I  will  not  enter  into 
a  review  of  tiie  illustrations  he  haa  eited 
in  illustration  of  that  proposition.  If  then 
bo  SQi^  eases  they  reqniro  to  he  justified 
on  strong  and  peeuliar  groaads.  Wbm 
we  speak  of  the  Union  of  Bogland,  Scot- 
land, and  Ireland,  and  of  the  th««e  as 
oonstitutiog  the  United  Kingdom,  we 
thereby  give  a  solemn  pledge  to  apply  to 
one  and  all  of  the  three  countries  the  prin- 
ciples of  equality  and  justice,  and  nothing 
but  cireumstancea  of  a  special  and  impera- 
tive character,  or  else  oaiwea  that  are 
entirely  beyond  our  eontrol,  can  warrant 
our  deviating  from  the  ap(^eation  of  those 
nrincinlea.    The  idea  of  "jostieo  to  Ire- 
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tfaa  JxmA  Jide  and  loyal  application  to  that 
country  of  the  very  Bane  principle!,  but 
Hot  neoeesarily  in  every  imtanoe  in  the 
Tery  same  form  which  are  applied  to  the 
goTemment  of  the  rest  of  Her  Uajeety'a 
attbjeete.  The  hon.  Glentleman  retorted  to 
one  illiutraUon  npon  which  I  cannot  aroid 
■aying  on*  wwd — I  mean  the  iUnatratioii 
he  drew  from  the  case  of  Scotland.  Kow 
I  most  My  I  do  not  think  Scotland  and 
the  Scotch  are  open  to  the  animadverdons 
of  the  hon.  Hember.  I  do  not  know  that 
it  has  been  in  former  timet — I  am  certain 
it  is  not  now— the  characteristie  of  the 
people  of  Scotland  or  of  their  representa- 
tires  to  make  any  speoial,  and  what  may 
be  called  peculiarly  Scotch,  calls  on  the 
funds  of  the  nation.  One  illustration 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  bronght  forward 
wae  the  military  roads.  [Mr.  HEiniBSBT : 
"  No !"]  Well,  it  is  not  worth  going  into 
it.  What  Bngland  did  to  a  conquered 
eountiT  in  regard  to  military  roads  can 
aearcefy  be  ealUd  an  mdne  faTour  to  Scot- 
land. Then  the  hon.  Qentlemao  spoke  of 
tiia  rote  for  Highland  roads  and  widgei.^ 
That  is  a  Tery  toirial  ease.  The  history' 
of  the  Tote  may  be  traced  back  to  a  ^e 
when  Ten  different  relations  subsisted 
between  Bngland  and  Scotland  from  those 
of  the  present  day.  In  the  next  place, 
did  the  Scotch  Members  object  to  the  with- 
drawal of  that  ?ote  ?  On  the  contrary, 
tiie  Scotch  Members  oheerfnlly  oonsented 
to  the  withdrawal  of  the  Tote  when  the 
pleasnre  of  the  House  was  declared.  But 
that  rote  was  not  a  simple  grant  from  the 
Imperial  treasury  to  Scotland.  At  that 
time  the  OoTemment  bad  a  mail  service  to 
perform  over  those  roads,  and  when  the 
praetiee  of  pasung  that  vote  was  given  up 
the  GoTemment  fmrfnted  its  right  to  free 
transit  over  tbe  roadsj  and  it  was  found  to 
be  in  tbe  power  of  the  Scotch  eonnUes  to 
impoee  charges  to  the  amount  of  a  very 
laive  portion  of  the  sum  which  had  been 
wittidrawn  from  the  roads.  The  thing 
came,  therefore,  to  ranch  the  same  in  the 
end.  This  was  a  very  insignificant  affair 
to  form  an  article  in  a  great  national  in- 
dietment.  The  instance  to  which  the  hon. 
Qentleman  attached  most  importance  was 
tbe  Caledonian  Canal.    He  told  ns,  to  my 

Srfect  astonishment,  that  the  Caledonian 
nal  was  not  an  Imperial  work,  but  was 
imdertaken  for  the  promotion  of  inland 
navigation,  and  exceedingly  beneficial  to 
the  drainage  of  ScoUaad.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman dearly  has  nerer  been  through  tbe 
CaMoniaD  Oa«d.    If  be  bad  been  he 


would  know  that  there  is  no  line  of  eounfay 
to  which  nature  has  been  more  lavish  in 
facilities  for  spontaneous  drainage  than  the 
district  of  this  Canal.  I  suppose  that  the 
acres  of  arable  land  on  its  banks  may  be 
counted  by  hundreds,  perhaps  by  tens.  Pre- 
cipitous monntains  wall  it  in  on  each  side, 
Ben  Nevis,  no  donbt,  is  much  indebted  to 
the  hon.  GenUeman  for  his  anxiety  that  it 
should  be  well  drained.  Bnt  this  was  not 
a  question  of  drainage  or  inland  navipi- 
tion.  The  Canal  may  have  been  a  mis- 
taken work— I  am  afrud  it  was ;  but  if 
ever  there  was  a  work  thorooghly  and  ab- 
solutely Imperial  it  is  the  Caledonian  Canal. 
It  was  made,  not  for  Scotch  purposes,  but 
ezclosively  under  the  expectation  that  it 
would  save  the  shipping  of  the  kingdom 
what  was  deemed  the  dangerous  sea  pas- 
sage round  Cape  Wrath.  I  desire  to  ob- 
serve impartiality  in  regard  to  all  olums 
for  one  or  other  of  tbe  three  countries  on  the 
public  purse,  bnt  with  regard  to  the  pre- 
sent, and  even  with  r^ard  to  tho  past,  I 
am  bonnd  to  say  that,  on  the  whole,  Scot- 
land comes  into  court  with  clean  hands  in 
this  respect.  The  hon.  Gentieman  has  not 
shown  any  well-adjusted  scheme,  or  even 
the  elements  of  a  scheme,  for  remedying 
the  evils  he  speaks  of  which  would  justify 
the  vote  he  asks  under  present  circum- 
stances. The  Seconder  of  the  Motion 
himself  does  not  venture  to  claim  a  vote 
for  draining  the  basin  of  the  Shannon,  or 
to  follow  the  Mover  in  regard  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  money  on  waste  lands.  In 
^t,  it  would  not  be  worthy  of  the  position 
of  the  hon.  Member  or  of  the  dignity  of 
the  House  to  pass  a  vote  based  on  the  idea 
of  a  general  improvement  of  waste  lands 
by  the  Government  in  the  present  state  of 
the  facts.  To  whom  do  these  waste  lands 
belong  ?  They  are  not  tbe  property  of  tbe 
State~^they  belong  to  somebody!  and 
there  ought  to  be  a  ftill  and  carefnl  inves- 
tigation on  these  and  other  points  before 
any  proposal  is  made.  I  do  not  say  the 
plan  is  impossible  ;  but  I  am  sure  that 
further  inquiry  is  needed  before  the  House 
is  placed  in  the  altematire  of  affirming  a 
a  Motion  to  reclaim  the  waste  lands  at  tbe 
expense  of  the  Imperial  Treasury,  or  of 
exposing  itself  to  the  risk  of  being  deemed 
by  the  Irish  peo{de  indifferent  to  their  inte- 
resu  if  it  reject  tbe  vote.  The  main  pro- 
position of  thebon.  Gentieman.  of  course,  is 
that  a  certwn  amount  of  the  public  funds 
should  be  applied  to  the  siweial  benefit  of 
Ireland.  I  do  not  make  that  ^ffSj^^ 
of  charge  agabst  *biitfe*»tty  WDIPPit 
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I  do  not  Mj  that  it  i«  a  proposition  obvi- 
ously  on  tho  face  of  it  noreasonable,  but 
I  sbonld  think  it  highly  ODreaaonable  if 
tbe  House  were  compelled  to  giro  such  a 
rote  before  the  proper  time  and  in  rague 
terms.  But  I  think  tbe  proposition  is  one 
which  deserres  fair  consideration  at  the 
hands  of  the  House.  Tbe  appointment 
of  the  Select  Committee  last  year  on 
Irish  taxation  was  understood  to  be  the 
prvlnde  to  a  elaim  on  tbe  part  of  Ireland 
to  be  placed  on  a  footing  somewhat  diffe- 
rent from  abaolnle  equality  in  regard  to 
her  eontribntions  to  the  public  Treasury. 
I,  for  one,  am  not  sfaoeked  in  principle  at 
the  idea  of  drawing  some  distinction  (pro- 
Tided  it  be  not  unsoand  hot  justifiable  in 
principle,  and  not  detrimental  in  character) 
between  Ireland  and  Great  Britain  in  that 
respect.  Let  ue,  howerer,  consider  the 
modes  in  which  there  is  apparent  on  the 
part  of  Ireland,  either  in  the  proceedtugs 
in  Parliament  or  elsewhere,  a  disposition 
to  claim  special  privileges.  In  the  first 
place,  there  is,  I  think,  a  tendency  to 
claim  that  public  expenditure  in  Ireland 
■hall  not  be  limited  strictly  to  the  amount 
required  for  the  purposes  in  view,  or  fixed 
to  the  spot  which  ia  deemed  most  for  the 
general  eoDTenienee  and  efficiency  of  the 
pnblie  serrice  |  but  that  it  dball  be  applied 
nr  tbe  benefit  of  a  partieular  locality  and 
in  a  fixed  degree.  Against  that  principle 
and  every  modification  of  it  I  entirely 
protest.  Nothiog  could  in  my  opinion  be 
more  detrimental.  It  might  be  proposed 
in  perfect  good  fwth,  but  it  is  noTertbeless 
a  principle  A*augbt  with  erery  kind  of  mis- 
chief to  Ireland  herself  as  well  as  to  the 
country  at  large.  What  is  the  public  ex- 
penditure i  What  is  a  tax  ?  It  is  money 
taken  by  the  Government  out  of  tbe  pockets 
of  the  people.  What  right  have  the  60- 
remment  to  take  that  money  ?  Simply 
the  necessity  which  exists  to  satisfy  the 
public  wants.  And  if  they  proceed  to 
satisfy  the  public  wants  are  they  not  bound 
to  do  so  in  the  best,  most  effleient,  and 
at  the  same  time  most  eeonomio  manner 
in  thnr  power?  If  these  principles  are 
true  and  elementary  they  oat  at  the  root 
of  the  whole  idea  of  geographical  expen- 
diture, and  of  the  argument  that  any  par- 
ticular province,  or  county,  or  parish  pos- 
sesses a  right  to  have  expended  within  its 
limits  a  share  of  the  general  expenditure 
of  the  country  corresponding  to  its  taxa- 
tion. I  should  like  to  know  what  would 
be  thought  if  Scotland,  through  her  repre- 
lentfttires,  made  a  olaim  snch  as  is  ■ome* 
Tht  Ohanoellor  oftheExch*^ 


times  made  on  behalf  of  Ireland — that 
the  amount  of  taxation  raised  in  Scotland 
should  be  laid  out  within  the  limits  of 
Scotland  atone.  Is  it  not  true  that  from 
the  very  necessity  of  the  case  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  public  expenditure  of  a 
nation  must  take  place  in  its  metropolis, 
wherever  situated  ;  and  that  there  are  rea- 
sons which  determine  the  expenditure 
connected  with  our  military  and  naval 
establishments  altogether  incapable  of 
being  reduced  auder  the  operation  of 
any  geographical  lavf  And  now  let 
me  ask  what  is  the  proportion  which  Uie 
expenditure  in  Scotland  bears  to  her  tax^ 
lion  ?  I  doubt  whether  a  quarter  of  the 
revenue  of  that  country— and  it  is  but 
right  to  say  I  am  now  speaking  without 
basing  the  statement  on  any  minute  or 
accurate  calculation — ts  spent  within  her 
borders.  That  is  my  b^ief ;  and  does 
Scotland,  I  would  ask,  suffer  owing  to 
that  fact,  or  regret  it  ?  Does  she  suppose 
that  her  prosperity  would  be  greatly  pro- 
moted if  we  were  to  adopt  the  unsound 
and  injurious  principle  of  pouring  back 
taxation  on  the  spot  from  which  it  pro- 
ceeds t  I  venture  to  say,  without  the 
slightest  imputation  on  the  good  &iih  of 
those  who  advoeate  tho  elaims  of  Irdand 
in  this  respect,  that  she  would  be  unwise 
if  she  did  ;  and  I  am  quite  certain  that  to 
attempt  to  regulate  the  public  expendi- 
ture on  any  other  principle  than  tliat  which 
proceeds  upon  the  plan  of  taking  from  the 
subject  the  smallest  amount  sufficient  for 
our  purposes,  and  spending  the  money  so 
obtained  in  the  manner  which  will  cause  it 
to  go  furthest  in  the  attainment  of  the 
public  objects  in  view,  would  be  to  proceed 
on  an  erroneous  system.  I  make  do 
secret  of  tbe  opinions  which  I  entertain  on 
this  quesUon,  for  I  believe  it  would  be  to 
be  gailty  of  an  act  of  folly  and  cruelty 
towards  Ireland  herself  to  adopt  in  her 
case  any  other  priutnple  than  that  for 
which  I  am  contending.  I  now  eome  to 
another  branch  of  the  subject,  and  that  is 
whether  any  favour  ought  to  he  extended 
to  Ireland  by  means  of  certain  exemptioas 
from  taxation.  In  dealing  with  that  point 
I  must  be  allowed  to  draw  a  distinction. 
Every  exemption  from  taxation  in  favour 
of  a  particular  country  ought,  in  my  opi- 
nion, to  be  regarded  in  tbe  light  of  a  grant 
of  public  money  to  that  country,  and  set 
down  in  the  national  account  accordingly. 
All  exemptions  accorded  to  classes,  instt- 
tatioas,  and  individuals  mavba  justified, 
bat  theyamoant,  wm^^W^^^^ 
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in  (hat  partioolar  direction  of  public 
money.  Now  I  find  that,  in  the  case  of 
Ireland,  she  ib  free  from  all  taxes  on  eon- 
Teyancea.  Her  railwaya  pay  no  tax,  nei- 
ther do  her  coaches  nor  her  hackney  carri- 
u^,  except,  I  believe,  in  Dublin,  Nov, 
that  freedom  from  taxation  is,  so  far  ai  it 

gws,  a  grant  from  thii  ooontry  to  Ireland. 
0  I  complain  that  enoh  is  theoase  ?  No. 
I  do  not  think  that  taxes  on  conTeyancea 
are  in  theroaelres  desirable.  I  look  upon 
them  as,  in  a  great  degree,  taxes  on  industry 
and  production,  and  I  should  not  be  sorry  to 
see  England  rid  of  them.  I  hare  no  wish 
therefore,  that  they  should  be  imposed 
upon  Ireland,  but,  without  saying  that 
there  is  nothing  in  her  condition  that  may 
not  for  a  time  justify  this  exemption,  I  think 
it  right  that  we  should  take  care  that  the 
exemptions  made  are  such  as  are  likely  to 
be  beneficial  to  the  classes  which  stand 
most  in  need  of  them,  and  on  that  point  I 
do  not  feet  satisfied.  I  come  next  to  the 
hoose  tax,  but  that  I  shall  pass  om— and 
deal  with  those  taxes  which  are  more  popu- 
larly known  as  the  assessed  taxes — uiose, 
for  instance,  imposed  in  the  ease  of  ser- 
Tants,  horses,  and  prirate  carriages.  Now, 
I  never  heard  it  said  by  any  one  that 
exemption  from  such  taxes  as  these  was 
that  of  which  Ireland  stood  in  need. 
Those  persons  who  keep  horses,  carriages, 
and  servants  in  Ireland  are  as  well  able  to 
pay  for  them  as  the  corresponding  class  in 
this  country.  The  small  farmers,  the  pea- 
sant, the  struggling  shopkeepers,  constitute 
the  class  in  whose  behalf  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  pleads,  and  I  do  not  see  how 
their  position  is  improved  by  those  exemp- 
tions. Then  there  is  exemption  under  the 
income  tax — because  it  must  also  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  income  tax  is  levied  in  a 
more  mitigated  form  on  the  land  in  Ireland 
than  on  the  land  in  England.  The  land  in 
Ireland  is  taxed,  not  upon  the  rental,  but 
upon  the  Poor  Law  valuation,  which  is 
considerably  less.  I  would  venture  to  say 
to  Irish  Members  that  all  these  eiemptions 
from  taxation,  which  are  in  reality  pecu- 
niary favours  bestowed  by  the  country  at 
large  on  a  particular  part  of  it,  deserve  to 
be  examined  with  great  jealousy,  not 
merely  by  those  who  are  the  guardians  of 
the  public  treasury,  but  by  those  who  re- 
ceive the  money  themselves  ;  for  it  is  no 
paradox,  but  a  truism,  that  equality  in  the 
general  distribution  of  the  pnblie  burdens 
is  an  absolute  condition  of  real  political 
equality,  and  that  the  country  or  class 
which  consents  to  accept  pecuniary  favours 


puts  in  hazard  the  fall  and  equal  posses- 
sion of  the  dignity  and  rights  of  freemen. 
Having  said  thus  much  on  the  subject  of 
exemptions  and  expenditure,  I  come  to 
deal  with  another  mode  in  which  it  has 
been  8U«^ted  that  assistance  might  be 
given  to  Ireland — and  here  I  cannot  help 
referring  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Irish  Taxation  of  last  year.  I  perceive 
that  that  Committee  closed  its  proceedings 
by  putting  on  record  that  a  Motion  ought 
to  be  made  for  its  re- appointment  in  the 
present  Session.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that,  if  it  should  be  re-appointed,  we  ought 
to  hare  from  it  a  distinct  expression  of  its 
views  on  the  important  and  difficult  subject 
into  which  it  met  to  inquire  ;  for  we  are, 
as  it  is,  somewhat  bewildered  by  finding 
that  the  zeal  and  ability  and  eloquence, 
not  only  of  the  Churman,  but  of  so  many 
members  of  the  Committee,  have  resulted 
in  the  production  of  a  large  family  of  sepa- 
rate draught  Reports,  while  the  Committee 
itself  has  arrived  at  no  definite  conclusion. 
Now,  so  far  as  I  have  studied  t^ose  draught 
Reports,  I  confess  I  have  somewhat  of  a 
preference  for  that  which  was  drawn  by 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Stamford 
(Sir  Stafford  Northcote.)  He  has,  I  think, 
laid  down  with  great  clearness,  and  upon 
the  whole  with  great  fairness,  the  prin- 
ciples on  which,  in  his  opinion,  the  United 
Kingdom  ought  to  proceed  with  respect  to 
any  pecuniary  difficulties  in  the  case  of 
Ireland.  I  wish  in  the  present  instance 
especially  to  advert  to  the  31st  and  32nd 
paragraphs  of  the  Report  of  my  hon. 
Friend,  which  relate  to  the  subject  of 
advances.  The  first  of  those  paragraphs 
is  as  follows  :— 

"  As  regards  whftt  ma;  be  called  reprodactive 
expenditure,  somewhat  different  ooiuiderations 
apply.  It  maj  be  desirable  to  advance  public 
money  to  promote  the  improvement  of  partioular 
districts,  io  order  to  render  those  districts  ulti- 
timately  more  capable  of  adding  to  the  national 
wealth.  A  good  deal  has  alreuy  been  done  la 
this  way  for  Ireland.  It  appears  from  a  table  in 
the  Appendix  to  this  Report  that  between  1817 
and  1863  advances  to  the  amount  of  £13,959,126 
had  been  made  for  public  works  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, of  which  snm  £7,608,602  principal  and 
£3,305,286  interest  had  been  repaid.  In  the 
same  pwiod,  £26,893,867  bad  been  advanced  for 
public  works  in  Ireland,  of  which  lom  only 
£12,347,299,  principal  and  interest  together,  had 
been  repaid.  These  stuns  are,  as  yonr  Committee 
understand,  distinct  from  the  grants  whiob  have 
at  various  times  been  made  to  Ireland." 

I  do  not  refer  to  these  words  for  the  pur- 
pose of  condemning  the  polioy  which  has 
been  pursued,  but  I  think  ih«y  serve  ,to 
show  that  the  legiil§leEeb9Mbi><P^lBd 


{GOUXONSl       JrOMi-Smhi^  684 


Kingdom  \xm  not  proeeaded  in  a  niggardly 
■pirit  in  reference  to  this  inbjeAt.  Tfau 
U  the  Boooad  paragraph 

"  Tenr  OommlttM  do  not,  howerar,  im  mioa 
for  objeethig  to  tbit  ex^nditor*.  On  tbo  eon- 
tntry,  tliej  w«  of  opiatoa  that  an;  nManiiM 
whieh  CM  aalUj  bt  taken  fiv  Autharing  sneb 
adruiees  will  b«  deilnble.  Tbeir  atteotioa  baa 
been  eallad  to  tbe  aystem  upon  which  loans  are 
now  nada  for  Iba  parpoaaa  (tf  dminaga,  and  to 
the  fbrtbar  fiwilitlea  wbioh  ara  Mid  to  be  denrad. 
Dninaga  being  tbe  improvement  of  which  Ireland 
obieflj  Btanda  in  neea,  yonr  Committee  reoom- 
mend  this  qaeation  to  tbe  &Toanible  oontideration 
of  tbe  QoTmuDMit." 

I  do  not  intmd  to  touch  ad?melj  on  the 
aoatter  refoired  to  by  the  hon.  and  galUuit 
Uember  for  Bweommon  (Colonel  ^eneh) 
with  regard  to  the  Shannon.  We  haye  no 
parttcQlara  before  ni  to  decide  whether  or 
not  there  is  anything  to  justify  a  grant — 
I~  nse  the  word  at  distinguished  from  an 
adranee  of  public  money — in  regard  to  that 
river.  The  principle  which  I  understand 
to  be  involred  in  that  case  is  a  prineiple 
whieh  wonld  have  to  be  admitted,  prorid- 
ing  the  facia  are  proved  in  any  part  of 
the  couBtrj.  The  definition  attempted  to 
be  given  to  it  is  that  of  a  claim  arising 
out  of  previona  and  unfulfilled  obligations. 
Tbe  first  qnestioo  is,  whether  that  claim 
eaa  be  made  good.  Undoubtedly,  I  should 
Mj  that  tbe  principle  of  advance!  is,  as  a 
general  role,  the  prinwpio  on  which  the 
Uberality  of  Parliament  to  Irdand  can 
best  be  eiereised.  In  Bngland  or  Soot- 
huid — I  except  the  case  of  the  Lancashire 
distress — we  rarely  lend  money  save  at  a 
high  rate  of  interest ;  and  the  reason  is, 
not  that  we  deure  to  make  a  great  profit 
by  the  transaction,  but  tbat  we  feel 
we  onght  not,  as  a  rule,  to  go  into  tbe 
money  msrket,  and  compete  with  private 
persons  having  money  to  lend,  but  rather 
that  we  sbonld  reserve  our  interference  for 
exceptional  cases,  abstaining  from  becom- 
ing general  offerers  of  money.  But  in 
Ireland  we  have  always — or  rather,  I  wilt 
lay,  alwajn  since  the  attration  of  the  pre- 
•ent  Ghivemment  has  been  directed  to  the 
■ubjeot — been  willing  to  proceed  on  a  dif- 
ferent principle,  and  to  lend  noim  with- 
out the  slightest  view  to  profit.  We  have 
feh  ourselves  justified  in  announcing  and 
acting  upon  that  rule  in  virtue  of  the  dis- 
cretion vested  iu  the  Executive.  It  would 
be  possible  for  Farlianmit  to  go  even 
further,  and  to  lend  money  to  Ireland  upon 
terms  of  interest  so  low  that  it  would  cease 
to  be  remnnerstire ;  in  which  ease,  of 
Morse,  it  would  be  necessary  for  part  of 
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the  expense  to  be^borne  by  tbe  Imperial 
Treasury.  To  that  view  I  am  not  disposed 
to  shut  the  door,  in  esse  good  and  sufEcient 
cause  were  shown.  It  is,  necessary,  how- 
ever, to  exercise  very  great  caution  and 
discrimination  in  all  such  cases,  because  ai 
every  one  knows,  where  money  is  given 
away  the  first  claim  may  be  economically 
and  morally  a  good  one,  but  the  inevitable 
tendency  will  be  to  raise  up  fifty  other 
claims,  many  of  them  altogether  bad,  hat 
nearly  impossible  to  be  distingaished  from 
those  having  oonsiderations  to  recommend 
them.  It  is  always  better  when  money  ii 
asked  for,  that  it  should  entail  some  obli- 
gation of  repayment  whieb  may  act  as  a 
check  upon  the  undue  readiness  to  put 
forth  further  requests,  which  is  so  apt  to 
creep  up  in  human  nature  whenever  oppor- 
tunity is  once  afforded.  I  do  not  think  it 
will  be  requisite  for  me  to  enter  further 
into  this  matter.  I  hope  the  opinions  I  have 
expressed  on  tbe  part  of  the  Government 
with  respect  to  the  financial  aspect  of  this 
question  will  not  seem  to  shut  the  door 
to  the  fair  claims  of  Ireland,  partieularly 
when  any  special  grounds  can  be  advanced 
and  substantiated.  Farther  than  this  it 
would  not  be  becoming  in  me  to  go.  The 
proposiUoo  in  the  shape  in  which  the  boo. 
Member  produced  it  is  not,  I  think,  one 
on  which  we  can  fairly  be  asked  to  give  a 
vote.  Considering  the  oatwe  of  the  sab- 
ject,  it  wonld,  I  think,  be  anjost  to  tbe 
Hoose — I  do  not  say  anjntt  to  we  Govern- 
ment,  because  upon  a  matter  of  this  nature 
I  do  not  want  to  recognise  a  distinction  be- 
tween one  political  party  and  anotbei>— 4t 
would  I  say,  be  unjust  to  compel  us  to  involve 
ourselves  in  the  difficulties  attendant  npon 
an  equivocal  and  undigested  declaration, 
or,  on  the  other  hand,  to  appear  before 
the  people  of  Ireland  as  exhibiting  indif- 
ference to  the  interests  of  that  country. 
But  we  may,  I  trust,  cherish  the  hope  that 
the  diffieulties  under  which  Ireland  Uboured 
recently  are,  owing  to  the  favoarable  cir- 
cumstances of  last  year,  at  present  nnder- 
going  considerable  diminution. 

Ua.  BAGWELL  said,  tbat  the  Govern- 
ment need  he  nndw  no  arorehenuon  that 
they  would  be  sospected  of  acUng  in  any 
Ariendly  way  towards  Ireland.  The  right 
bon.  Gentleman  had  alluded  to  the  assessed 
taxes,  but  be  forgot  to  point  out  that  the 
remission  of  these  constituted  an  induce- 
ment to  persons  to  reside  in  Ireland.  The 
burden  of  bis  speech  bad  been  diat  IreUud 
was  poor  and  wretched ;  Hut  he  conveyed, 
almost  in  m  ma^g.^»j)^^|f)^^at 
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the  em  wu  hy  \aonta\ng  her  taxntioti. 
What  bad  been  the  effsei  of  EngUsh  legie* 
latiott  already  t  A  flonriafaing  com  trade 
onoe  existed  in  Ireland  t  that  had  been 
destroyed  by  dw  free-trade  polioy.  Large 
distilleries  furnished  remuneratiTo  employ- 
ment to  the  people ;  these  had  been  stopped 
by  the  equalisati«i  of  the  duties.  Ko  man 
passing  any  portion  of  his  time  in  Ireland 
oould  doabt  tbat  the  people  were  in  very 
deep  distress.  Tme,  the  oconpiers  of  the 
land  were  not  so  maoh  distressed  as  was 
tbe  oase  same  years  ago  ;  bnt  what  of  the 
inhabitants  of  towns  8  There  was  a  prae* 
tieal  eessation  of  trade  —  artifieers  and 
meohaiuos  were  without  employment,  and 
the  results  were  perfectly  appalling.  One 
reason  for  tbe  existing  state  of  things  was 
to  be  found  in  the  mania  for  throwing  their 
land  into  large  farms  which  had  seised 
upon  tbe  proprietors,  stune  of  whom  drove 
away  thnr  tenantry  without  the  slightest 
regard  for  their  feelings,  while  others  al- 
lowed matters  to  take  a  more  natural 
course  and  assisted  tbe  poor  people  to 
leave.  What  was  now  taking  place  in 
Ireland  was  a  repetition  of  what  occurred 
in  England  300  years  ago.  In  the  reign 
of  Henry  Ylil.  a  petition  was  sent  forward 
compluning  of  the  system  of  encroachment 
under  which  ten,  tweWe,  foorteen,  and 
sixteen  farms  eame  into  one  roan's  bands, 
so  that  only  one  homestead  was  kept  up 
where  before  every  farm  bad  its  own  good 
hoasoi  and,  perhaps,  three,  6re,  or  six 
cows  I  and  the  petition  ended  by  saying 
that     twenty  or  thirty  townlands  were 

i'oined  together,  and  required  but  a  neat- 
lerd  and  sheiriierd,  instead  of  giving  sup- 
port to  fonr-Bcwe  people."  This  was 
literally  what  was  taking  plaoe  in  Ireland. 
Lai;ge  tracts  of  land  were  being  laid  down 
under  grass,  and  the  poorer  residents  on 
those  plots  were  driven  into  tbe  towns, 
where  being  unable  ,to  gsin  a  livelihood 
they  only  help  to  swell  tlie  previous 
misery.  Since  1841  the  decrease  in  the 
number  of  small  holdings  was  no  less  than 
293,835,  and  when  these  were  multiplied 
by  die  nomber  of  persons  who  derived 
their  snhsistence  from  them,  the  number 
grew  to  something  enormout.  The  popu- 
lation thus  driven  from  agrieultural  pursuits 
had  nothing  to  fidl  bMk  upon.  There 
were  no  great  mannfaotores  in  Inland, 
and  there  were  no  materials  out  of  whieh 
they  eonid  he  created.  During  the  last 
few  years  stock  had  decreased  4i  percent, 
which  was  far  firom  supporting  the  state- 
uienta  they  had  beard  tbat  the  country 
waa  impTOTiiig.   It  had  been  riiown  Uwt 


in  1845,  through  the  landowners  ejeotintf 
the  poor,  the  towns  were  overcrowded,  and 
that  disease,  misery,  and  vice,  were  pre- 
valent among  the  nnmhera  thus  gathered 
t<^etber  without  neana  of  axistenoe. 
The  regulations  of  the  Poor  Law  prevented 
such  a  dreadful  state  of  thing  from  exist- 
ing at  tbe  present  time,  but  there  was  still 
much  misery  and  want  among  the  people. 
Where  were  they  to  seek  for  remedies  for 
such  evils  ?  The  President  of  the  Poor  Law 
Board  of  England  spoke  feelingly  the  other 
night  of  the  hardship  of  working  men  in 
England  having  to  remove  from  their  homes 
and  find  others  at  long  distances  from  their 
work,  and  he  sought  to  remedy  the  evil  by 
bringing  in  a  BhI  by  which  the  areas  of 
rating  were  to  be  rery  much  extended, 
and  una  remove  one  direct  and  pecuniary 
reason  from  the  landowner  for  driving  the 
people  away.  Why  was  not  that  benSoial 
provision  to  be  extended  to  Ireland  t  Why 
was  an  evil  in  England  always  redressed 
while  oiring  wrongs  in  Ireland  were  dis- 
regarded f  Nothing,  however,  but  the 
settlement  of  the  land  question  would  ever 
keep  the  people  in  Ireland,  and  this  was  fl 
point  which  the  people  of  England  did  not 
seem  to  understand.  He  had  no  doubt 
tbe  time  would  come  when  some  great 
statesman  would  declare  in  that  House 
that  it  was  neeessary  that  Ireland  should 
he  put  in  a  different  position  from  England 
with  respect  to  land.  Ireland  was  Aim* 
tinotly  and  entirely  an  urieoltural  country, 
and  what  was  reqwred  for  its  prosperity 
waa  not  that  the  peasantry  should  till  the 
waste  lands,  bnt  that  they  should  be  In  a 
position  to  till  the  good  huid,  so  as  to 
enable  them  to  live  hi  the  country  and 
render  it  again  an  exporting  country.  In 
every  other  agricuUnral  country  in  Europe 
— in  Qermany,  in  Belgium,  and  in  Swit- 
Borland,  the  Oovemment  had  taken  the 
land  question  into  their  hands,  and  bad 
made  such  regulations  with  regard  to  pro- 
perty as  had  rendered  tbe  people  satisfied 
and  the  oonotries  prosperous.  The  Ger- 
man Ministers,  Stein  and  Hardenberg, 
had  settled  the  question  in  that  country  ; 
and,  if  so,  why  could  not  some  of  our 
statesmen  grapple  with  it  heref  Ire- 
land, instead  of  pn^pfessiog,  as  she  wouM 
have  done  if  this  question  bad  been  aatie* 
faetorily  settled,  had  gone  asany  Ihonsands 
of  years  back  within  the  last  fifty  years, 
as  tbe  number  of  Mrea  in  gnus  was  rapidly 
increasing,  white  the  number  of  stock  and 
of  people  and  the  wealth  of  the  eemttry 
was  continsatly  decreasing.  So  dis^atitfied 
were  the  people  with  this  state  of  t}^fft 
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that  be  did  not  believe  there  was  the 
sligbteat  feeling  of  loyalty  in  Ireland  to- 
wards this  couDtry.  The  mtsgoTernmeat 
of  the  people  had  driTen  everj  spark  of 
lojaltj  out  of  tbarbreoatSt  had  made  them 
look  upon  the  Engliah  as  their  oppresaorBt 
and  towards  America  as  the  land  of  free- 
dom, plenty,  and  happiness.  It  was  a  very 
serious  thing  for  5,000,000  people  to  be 
not  only  discontent^  but  utterly  disaffected 
towards  Government,  and  although  they 
might  at  present  hear  only  the  faint  mur- 
murings  of  such  feelings,  still  the  time 
might  come  when  the  result  would  astonish 
this  country,  and  might  affsot  the  whole  of 
Europe. 

Mr.  DAWSON  observed,  thatquestions 
of  such  scope  and  importance  had  been 
raised  in  this  debate  that  it  becaroo  the 
duty  of  Irish  Members  to  offer  their  opin- 
ions upon  them.  He — a  resident  in  Ire- 
land—did not,  like  the  hon.  Members  to 
whom  thej  had  just  listened,  despair  al- 
together M  the  regeneration  of  the  coun- 
try. He  did  not  wink  the  present  eondi* 
tion  of  Ir^and  entirely  satisfaototy,  and 
considered  the  troubles  of  that  country  were 
a  eause  for  great  anxiety  and  deep  consider- 
ation, but  at  the  same  time  be  did  not  re- 
gard them  as  arising  from  any  errors  of 
Government,  but  rather  from  a  number  of 
adverse  circumstances  caused  by  a  series 
of  unfortunate  seasons.  Last  year,  al- 
though, perhaps,  an  improvement  upon 
other  years,  was  still  not  very  favour- 
able, the  summer  being  too  dry,  and  the 
autumn  being  too  wet  made  it  bad  bar- 
Testing  weather.  Great  stress  has  been 
IiUd  in  previous  debates  on  the  increased 
breadth  of  land  sown  with  flax,  and  in  his 
own  district— Londonderr/— 33,000  acres 
were  sown  with  this  erop  last  year.  Owing 
to  the  inferior  quality  of  the  prodace,  and 
to  the  buyers  combining  to  keep  down  the 
prices,  a  large  quantity  had  remaiiwd  un- 
sold, although  the  poorer  growers  had  been 
compelled  to  dispose  of  their  produce  at  an 
nnremunerative  rate,  though  it  was  largely 
imported  at  the  time  into  the  harbour  of 
Belbst.  He  was  not  so  much  pleased  with 
this  extension  of  the  culture,  as  he  was 
afraid  that  the  poorer  classes  would  neglect 
all  other  crops  for  flax,  which  although 
more  remunerative  for  a  time,  was  the 
most  exhausting  to  the  land  that  could  be 
grown.  The  extension  of  flax  cultivation 
promised  to  be  beneficial  to  the  small 
farmers,  and  the  climate  was  farourable 
to  its  proper  onltiTation,  especiallv  in  tiie 
north.  Several  districts  of  Ireland  laboured 
under  excessive  disadvantages,  engendered 


by  the  humidity  of  the  climate,  in  regard  to 
many  of  the  productions  of  the  soil.  In  the 
north-east  and  north-west  the  wheat  crop 
would  scarcely  ripen,  and  the  crops  of  oats 
and  barley  were  so  late  that  tbe  tempes- 
tuous weather  of  the  equinoxes  set  in  and 
rendered  the  saving  of  the  grun  very  diffi- 
cult. He  had  not  nnfrequently  seen  com 
in  the  fields  in  the  month  of  November, 
and  even  so  late  as  the  beginning  of  De- 
cember, and  this  arose  from  causes  against 
which  no  foresight  could  guard.  These 
drawbacks  ought  to  be  taken  into  account 
when  national  burdens  were  imposed  npon 
tbe  people.  It  was  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  make  grants  for  arterial 
drainage,  and  certainly  the  welfare  of  the 
country  depended  on  getting  rid  of  the 
superabundant  water.  This  Government 
drainage  might,  however,  be  bought  at  too 
great  a  price.  He  would  recommend  any 
district  applying  for  Government  aid  for 
drainage  to  obtain  some  guarantee  that  tfae 
drainage  should  be  made  complete  and 
effective,  or  otherwise  a  heavy  repaynoent 
might  crush  the  energies  of  the  county,  as 
had  happened  in  a  case  within  his  own 
knowledge,  for  in  reference  to  the  drainage 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Loch  Neagfa,  be 
could  say  that  five  counties  had  been 
most  ruinously  taxed  by  an  expendi- 
ture by  Government  officials,  whilst  the 
drainage  bad  been  but  little  improved. 
It  was  often  said  that  tbe  lands  in  Ire- 
land ought  to  be  turned  into  permanent 
pasture,  and  almost  exclusively  devoted 
to  the  breeding  and  rearing  of  cattle, 
and  that  root  crops  should  be  also  encou- 
raged. In  the  north  and  north-west  of 
Ireland,  however,  it  was  impossible  to 
keep  the  land  in  permanent  pasture, 
for  the  moss  engendered  by  the  constant 
damp  overpowered  and  destroyed  tfae 
finer  grasses.  Sheep  farming  waa  also 
recommended,  hut  the  climate  of  the 
north  was  too  rigorous  for  the  more 
valuable  breeds  of  sheep,  which  could 
not  be  exposed  during  tbe  earlier  and 
later  parts  of  the  year  to  the  external  at- 
mosphere, and  mutton  was  always  dear. 
There  was  another  drawback  to  sheep- 
farming,  which  English  Members  would 
hardly  expect,  and  which  was  not  un- 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  It 
appeared  from  a  Return  laid  before  the 
House  that  in  the  year  1863  no  less  than 
7,000  sheep  were  destroyed  by  doga. 
There  was  no  fiscal  impost,  tbe  effect  of 
which  was  to  limit  the  nunsber  of  degs  io 
Irehud,  and  be  tnpteA  t^UlQCdgJif^on. 
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QeDtleman  wonid  support  any  measure  b; 
which  this  great  nulsauce  would  be  lesseo- 
ed.  It  most  be  recollected  that  Ireland  was 
shut  oat  from  all  the  advantages  derived 
from  the  preservation  of  game,  and  there 
was  no  letting  of  shooting  which  in- 
creased the  wue  so  mneh  of  land  in 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  With  regard 
to  emigration,  it  appeared  to  him  likelj 
to  continue  so  long  as  so  great  a  dia- 
paritj  existed  between  the  rate  of  wages 
in  Ireland  and  in  a  country  so  easily 
reached  as  America  now  was.  A  cessation 
of  emigration  under  such  circumstances 
could  neither  be  expected  nor  altogether 
desired,  although  it  might  be  greatly 
checked  by  the  encouragement  of  public 
works  and  by  the  clwm  of  Ireland  to  a 
share  of  the  national  expenditure  equal  to 
that  afforded  to  other  parts  of  the  king- 
dom. He  ga?e  the  Government  credit  for 
good  intentions  in  making  provision  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Royal  dockyard  at  Cork, 
and  trusted  that  this  vote  would  receive  the 
support  of  every  Irish  Member.  He  would 
support  the  introduction  of  capital  and  in- 
dustry  in  any  form.  The  occasional  pre- 
sence of  Royalty  in  Ireland  would  be  desi- 
rable, but,  above  all,  it  was  to  be  wished 
for,  that  there  should  be  a  diminution  of 
that  spirit  of  party  rancour  which  had  been 
the  bane  of  Ireland  for  centuries.  The 
only  course  for  a  Government  to  pursue 
was  one  of  unvarying  impartiality,  vindi- 
cating the  majesty  of  the  law  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, and  avoiding  even  the  sem- 
blance of  a  suspicion  that  the  position  of 
the  offender,  however  high  it  might  be, 
eould  save  him  from  prosecution  and  dis- 
grace. He  would  appeal  to  every  Mueere 
well-wisher  of  Ireland  whether  in  tiie  place 
of  the  revival  of  a  new  aasociation  it  was 
not  more  desirable  that  there  should  be  a 
cessation  of  party  and  religious  dissension. 
Why  should  not  Roman  Catholics  and  Pro- 
testants join  hands  in  the  service  of  a  com- 
mon country,  ond  their  children  be  brought 
up  and  educated  together  in  goodwill  and 
unity  ?  Why  should  there  not  hencefor- 
ward be  such  a  community  of  feeling  and 
concurrence  of  classes  in  Ireland  as  would 
soon  deprive  the  name  of  the  country  of 
its  unenviable  notoriety,  and  render,  by  its 
prosperity  and  improvement,  the  passage 
in  the  Queen's  Speech  perfectly  free  from 
cavil  and  complaint  ? 

Sib  PATRICK  O'BRIBN  begged  to 
thank  his  hon.  Colleuae  for  bringing  for- 
ward his  Motion.  He  complimented  the 
hon.  Member  who  brought  forward  this^ 
Motion  upon  the  temperate  language  in' 


which  he  had  addressed  the  House,  and 
which  he  thought  did  not  deserve  the' 
strictures  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Bxche- 
quer.  He  denied  tiiat  his  hon.  Friend  had 
put  himself  in  the  position  of  a  mendicant ; 
but,  finding  his  country  in  au  ezceptiond 
position  of  deep  distress,  he  had  called  upon 
the  Government  to  take  some  steps  to 
remedy  it.  He  lamented  deeply  the  emi- 
gration which  was  now  going  on  from 
Ireland,  and  which  he  feared  would  become 
much  greater  if  the  American  war  were 
to  termiuate.  What  position  did  the  Irish 
peasantry  occupy  at  this  moment  ?  The 
way  in  which  his  material  wants  were  dealt 
with,  caused  the  peasant  to  draw  distinc- 
tions between  his  treatment  in  America 
and  in  his  native  country,  and  his  object 
was  to  endeavour  to  induce  as  many  of  his 
relatives  as  he  possibly  eould  to  join  him 
withont  delay.  As  for  drainage,  he  be- 
lieved his  hon.  Colleague  had  suggested 
it  as  one  means  by  which  employment 
might  be  given  to  a  largo  masa  of  the 
labouring  classes  in  Ireland,  on  terms 
remunerative  to  the  landlords  and  withont 
drawing  on  the  means  of  the  State.  By 
the  adoption  of  a  proper  system  of  drainage 
the  present  drawbacks  to  that  useful 
uudertaking  might  be  got  rid  of,  and  the 
State  might  be  recouped  to  the  full  for  any 
advances  made  by  way  of  loan'  to  the  Irish 
proprietors.  But  drainage  would  not  re- 
lieve the  small  farmers  or  remove  their 
discontent.  There  was  a  strong  feeling  in 
Ireland  on  several  questions,  including  that 
of  the  Established  Church ;  but  the  land 
question  was  the  one  in  which  the  agricul- 
tural population  waa  most  deeply  interested. 
Withont  r^ecting  upon  indiriduals,  he 
must  say  it  was  notonous^  that  many  pro- 
prietors ejected  tenants  from  their  holdings 
withont  giving  them  the  eompeusation  to 
which  they  were  entitled.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber concluded  by  expressing  bis  opinion 
that  the  question  which  really  agitated  the 
breast  of  every  man  in  a  thatched  house  or 
a  cabin  in  Ireland,  was  that  of  the  tenure 
of  laud,  and  by  expressing  a  hope  that  the 
Government  would  not  adopt  the  ungra- 
cious course  of  refusing  to  acknowledge  a 
Motion,  the  truth  of  the  proposition  con- 
tained in  which  every  one  must  acknow- 
ledge, and  which  proposition  only  bound 
them  to  the  intention  to  do  what  they  could 
to  mollify  in  some  degree  the  distress  at 
present  existing  in  Ireland. 

CouvBL  DUNNE  believed  Aat  there 
was  not  a  man  of  the  whole  Irish  nation 
that  had  not  felt  the  utmoat  surprise  when 
it  was  annoonoed  in  [lb«zSped^^^3*^ 
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Tlirone  tbst  Ireland  wm  proiperous.  He 
was  happy  the  assertion  was  not  actually 
put  into  Her  Majesty's  own  mouth.  Erery 
one  who  knew  Ireland,  while  admitting 
that  in  many  places  there  was  a  good  bar- 
Teat  last  year,  yet  regretted  that  there 
waa  DO  progress  towanis  material  or  per- 
manent prosperity  made.  The  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant had  made  lately  a  speech  at  the 
dinner  given  to  him  by  the  Lord  IfayoTt  in 
which  he  showed  that  there  was  some 
small  increase  in  the  trade  of  Dublin  and 
in  that  of  Belfast,  but  the  remark  did  not 
apply  to  Ireland  generally.  Ho  thought 
the  Chanoellorof  Uie  Bxobeqoer  had  led 
tibe  House  away  from  the  question  before 
them.  The  right  bon.  Gentleman  had 
commented  rather  on  the  Committee  which 
last  year  considered  the  taxation  of  Ire- 
land, of  which  Committee  he  had  the 
honour  to  be  Chairman,  than  on  the  Motion 
of  the  Member  for  the  King's  County. 
He  had  not  been  prepared  for  those  com- 
ments. Bat  notwithstanding,  he  felt  it 
neoesaary  to  make  some  obwrvatious  on 
the  speeoh  of  the  right  hon.  Oentleman. 
Separate  reports  had  been  drawn  up  by 
himself,  and  four  other  Irish  Members  of 
the  Committee,  and  another  report  by  an 
English  Member  (Sir  Stafford  Northcote); 
and  though,  taken  altogetho',  the  four 
reports  expressed  the  news  the  Irish 
Members'  Committee  and  b  effeet  differed 
little,  no  document  had  been  adopted  as  the 
Committee's  Report.  He  had  not  made 
any  suggestion  to  remedy  the  erils  of  Ire- 
land; bis  object  had  been  to  show  the 
financial  relations  between  the  two  conn- 
tries.  In  moving  for  the  Committee,  and 
in  suggesting  the  Orders  of  RefereuoOf 
he  had  asserted,  that  for  sixty  years  no 
fair  account  had  been  kept  between  the 
eoantries,  and  that  in  eonsequence  of  that 
circumstance  Ireland  bad  been  charged,  on 
debt  and  other  reaponsibilities,  for  what 
she  was  not  chargeable.  By  the  evidence  of 
the  Government  officials  be  had  clearly  and 
entirely  proved  that  proposition.  He  had 
asserted,  likewise,  that  the  aeeonnts  of  the 
taxation  of  Ireland  was  not  in  accordance 
with  the  Act  of  Union.  He  hod  proved  it. 
He  had  asserted,  also,  that  Ireland  was 
not  taxed  according  to  her  ability  to  pay 
taxation.  He  thuvght  do  one  could  doubt 
that  even  by  the  evidence  «f  Mr.  Senior  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioner,  an  Englishman, 
and  not  over  complimeotary  to  Irdand,  be 
hod  proved  it.  The  Irish  Members  did  not 
shrink  from  having  the  qnestion  discussed. 
If  further  information  was  desired,  he  waa 
ready  te  mova  the  re-appqintiMat  of  the 


Committee.  He  denied  that  Ireland  was  a 
province  of  England.  As  an  Irishman  he 
repudiated  any  such  doctrine.  Ireland  waa 
a  kingdom  bound  by  close  ties  to  England, 
and  no  man  was  more  anxious  than  he  that 
those  ties  should  be  drawn  as  dose  as  pos- 
sible, but  this  must  be  done  with  a  due 
regard  to  josUce.  The  Irish  were  not  to 
be  govemfrd  for  the  advantage  of  England. 
He  agreed  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer that  the  object  of  taxation  onght 
to  M  to  draw  as  littto  as  posMble  from  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  and  that  it  waa  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  administer  it 
with  the  utmost  eeooomy.  If  this  teat 
was  applied  to  Ireland  it  failed.  The  only 
right  England  had  to  tax  Ireland  waa 
given  by  the  Treaty  of  Union,  and  the 
United  Parliament  eould  only  exercise  that 
right  in  virtue  and  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  that  (reaty.  But  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Treaty  of  Union  were  violated; 
not  only  was  Ireland  not  taxed  in  aeoord- 
anoe  with  them,  and  in  pn^rtion  to  her 
ability  to  bear  taxation,  hut  Ireland  waa 
not  even  taxed  in  equal  proportion  with 
England.  To  prove  this  he  took  the  fignrea 
supplied  to  him  by  the  Qovemment  officials. 
By  a  Return  moved  for  by  Sir  Bdvrard 
Grogan,  it  appeared  that  Ireland  paid  6t. 
3|d.  while  England  paid  only  4».  0)d,  un 
their  total  Talnadons,  including  those  for 
local  and  income  tax  porposes,  being  a  dif- 
ference of  2m.  2\d.  against  the  poorer  coun- 
try; and  agun,  tn  Ireland  the  looal  taxation 
amounted  to  5i.  7id.on  the  valuation,  while 
in  England  it  was  only  2«.  3^.  Irish  Mem- 
bers, therefore,  had  a  right  to  complain, 
and  the  only  way  to  get  rid  of  the  inequal- 
ity was  by  proving  it  before  a  Committee 
of  the  House,  and  that,  be  had  contended, 
he  had  done.  Bnt  he  must  repeat  again 
and  again.  Parliament  had  no  right  to 
tax  Ireland  equally  with  England,  for  ao- 
cording  to  the  7Ui  article  of  the  Aet 
of  Union  she  was  to  be  taxed  only  ae- 
eording  to  her  ability.  Under  cwtain 
fflrcomatanoes,  Irish  taxation  waa  per- 
mitted to  be  eqoal  to  English  taxation  bnk 
these  drcumstancea  had  never  arrived. 
An  argument  for  equal  taxation  in  each 
country  had  been  attempted  because  it  waa 
asserted  that  a  roan  in  Ireland,  of  an  in- 
come  of  £500  a  year,  did  not  suffer  more 
than  would  a  man  of  £500  a  year  in  Eng- 
land by  taxation  of  equal  amount,  and  no 
doubt  thia  was  true.  But  it  was  not  the 
teMotship  and  the  iadiridual  that  vaa 
complained  of,  but  the  national  wealtii  that 
waa  diminiahed  when  a  lannra|Bount.  The 
aggngftto  of  Ux«i|»M>A»Oe^^ 


698 


{VnmAXt  %At  1865 J     S-ekn^-^oluiion.  694 


^riduU*  wM  Mot  out  of  th«  conntrj  and 
apent  elsewhere.  B;  this  proceBt  the  capi- 
ta of  Ireland  waa  diminiahed  and  each  iodi- 
vidoal  u  U  anffered,  at  least  indireotlj. 
Soeh  were  the  answers  he  would  give  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exoheqner,  who  verj 
naturallj  preferred  to  take  the  Report  of 
the  hun.  Memher  for  Stamford  rather 
thao  those  which  had  been  prepared  by 
the  Irish  Members  of  the  Committee.  But 
the  hon.  Member  for  Stamford  had  in  hia 
Report  not  given  half  ihe  figures  which 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Bxcheqaer  seemed 
to  approve;  but  had  left  a  blank  to  be 
filled  in  with  Government  figures,  what- 
ever they  might  be,  and  those  were  ez- 
aotlr  the  figures  which  be  (Colonel  Dunne) 
might  be  inclined  to  controvert  when  they 
i^tpeared,  for  even  to  this  moment  the 
treaaoty  officials,  bowenr  diligent  ho  know 
them  to  be,  had  not  laid  the  aoooonta  ho 
moved  for  on  the  table  of  the  House. 
But  this  question,  raised  by  the  Ohao- 
oellor  of  the  Rxchequer,  was  not  the 

JuestioD  put  before  the  Hooae  by  the  hon. 
[ember  for  the  King's  County ;  it  was 
the  abstract  proposition  that  this  House 
regretted  the  emigration  from  Ireland. 
The  right  hon.  Qendeman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  an  objection  to  the 
piopoaition  that  the  loss  of  2,000,000  of 
people  in  Ireland  were  to  be  deplored  ;  hut 
would  bo  affirm  the  converse  ?  Would  he 
affirm  that  the  House  rejoioed  at  it  ?  If 
votes  were  taken  by  ballot  that  might  he 
the  opinion  recorded  by  some  in  that 
House  who  njoioed  in  die  depreasion  of 
Ireland — hot  he  did  not  thiuk  any  one 
would  openly  say  it.  It  eoold  not  he 
doubted  that  the  reason  the  Irish  people 
weot  abroad  was  because  they  could  not 
exist  at  home  ;  and  why  ?  Because  the 
Government  drained  Ireland,  not  of  water, 
but  of  people  and  of  money.  An  answer 
had  been  attributed  to  an  Englishman,  a 
Lord  Lieutooant  of  Ireland,  who  when 
asked  "  Why  do  you  not  drain  the  park  ?" 
replied,  that  they  were  too  much  en- 
gaged io  draining  the  rest  of  the  country. 
It  bad  been  said  what  matters  it  that 
j65.000.000,  as  in  the  case  of  the  fortifi- 
cationa.oven  £10,000.000  taken  from  Ire- 
land should  be  spent  in  England  ;  but  he 
flould  not  tee  that  if  they  drew  money  from 
one  country  to  spend  it  in  another  they 
made  the  country  from  which  it  waa  taken 
the  riehor  by  the  process.  They  had  drawn 
the  wealth  of  Ireland  away  in  every  shape 
and  form,  and  all  that  Irish  Members 
aaked  was  to  got  back  their  owni  WhoD 


the  hoD.  Member  for  Sheffield  ateted  ther 
came  begging  (o  that  House,  he  denied 
that  they  asked  for  any  boon.  The  Shan- 
non drainage  was  an  instanee  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  England  governed  and  robbed 
Ireland.  It  was  stat^  io  the  first  reports 
made  on  the  subject  that  Government  ex- 
pected that  it  would  repay  itself,  and  did 
not  ask  for  a  guarantee  from  the  neighbour^ 
ing  counties,  but  it  was  soon  found  it  waa 
an  illusion  of  their  own  engineers.  When 
the  Shannon  drainage  was  undertaken,  the 
works  were  carried  on  upon  so  bad  a  prin- 
ciple that  part  of  the  country  was  inun- 
dated which  was  not  inundated  before.  It 
was  said,  indeed,  that  navigation  waa  the 
object,  but  it  was  oertoinly  only  a  se- 
oondary  objeot  and  not  incompatible  with 
drainago.  Finding  the  work  wonM  not 
pa^,  aota  wero  then  passed  imposing  ta^ 
ation  fbr  tbmr  oompletion  on  the  oonatiea, 
and  thej  wero  said  to  have  laid  that  tax- 
ation on  them  noequally  and  nnfurly.  It 
was  stated  that  the  counties  adjoining  the 
Shannon  were  not  taxed  so  much  aa  the 
counties  which  wero  remoto.  Even  the 
Isles  of  Arran,  out  in  the  Atlantic,  were 
toxed  aa  well  as  the  counties  through 
which  the  Shannon  ran.  In  what  possible 
way  could  these  islands  benefit  by  the 
Shannon  navigation  ?  But  all  that  Irish 
Members  asked  was  that  the  works  which 
were  undortokon  should  be  earned  out, 
according  to  the  first  engagement,  but 
which  if  loft  in  their  present  state  by  a 
private  person  who  contracted  for  ^ir 
completion  wonhl  make  him  liable  to  an 
action  at  law.  Self-relianee  waa  recom- 
mended aa  the  grand  coro.  Solf-roliaoee 
with  capital  no  donbt  was  a  very  good 
thing,  hut  if  all  the  money  was  taken 
away  self-reliance  would  not  enable  specu- 
lations to  be  carried  on  with  sncoess.  True, 
they  had  had  a  good  harvest  in  Ireland,  but 
the  prices  were  low;  the  oonsequeoce  of 
free  trade  in  com.  and  a  country  totally 
agricultural  could  not  expect  to  gain  much 
from  free  trade  in  its  productions.  It  had 
not  benefited,  therefore,  owing  to  a  mea- 
sure framed  for  the  special  benefit  of  the 
manufacturers  of  this  country.  The  in- 
jury which  would  be  done  to  Ireland  by 
free  trade  in  eoni  was  admitted  when  that 
measure  passed ;  and  that  was  the  reason 
why  the  late  Sir  Robert  Peal  admitted 
that  the  taxation  of  Ireland  should  be 
different  from  that  of  England.  No  doubt 
the  owners  of  cattle  received  hurgo  prioes, 
but  they  were  only  the  large  farmers,  aud 
the  .f  ■»d««d,(™^Q^ 
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into  thou  for  feediog  eattle,  on  whidi  few 
huidi  were  nqmred,  neoenitated  the 
emigmtion  of  the  pei^.  No  man  coold 
rear  cattle  on  a  imall  nrm ;  and  if  no  price 
were  gifen  for  agricultural  produce  he  must 
^▼e  it  up  and  go  away.  Thas  free  trade 
m  com  was  the  primary  cause  of  emi- 
gration from  Ireland.  The  attempt  to 
BaTC  Ireland  by  promoting  the  growth  of 
flaz  to  a  large  eitent  anywhere  but  in  the 
north  waB  the  greatest  nonsense.  The 
more  flaz  was  grown  in  the  south  the 
greater  would  be  the  supply  thrown  into 
the  market,  and  the  more  its  Talue  in 
the  north  would  he  diminished.  If  the 
importation  of  cotton  reached  (required) 
the  amount  formerly  imported  from  Ame- 
rica, the  price  of  flaz  would  be  redoced, 
and^  Ireland  in  a  worn  position  than  she 
was  now.  There  was,  however,  one  good 
whioli  the  growth  of  flax  m^ht  do,  and 
that  would  be  effeeted  if  the  peqile  made 
of  it,  as  they  Used  to  do.  clothes  for  them- 
selves at  home  and  never  came  to  Man- 
cheater  for  them  ;  and  these  home  made 
clothes,  made  of  flaz  and  wool,  or  both 
mized,  were  far  better  and  more  durable 
than  the  gaudy  cotton  rags  of  Manchester. 
Hanohester  should  be  left  to  herself  as 
the  natural  enemy  of  Irish  industry.  This 
year  flaz  had  been  grown  to  an  eitent 
that  would  not  pay  for  its  cultivation. 
There  seemed  to  be  an  attempt  to  persuade 
this  country  that  Englishmen  knew  Ire- 
land better  ^an  the  Irish  themselves. 
Englishmen  told  them  that  Ireland  was 
prosperous.  An  bon.  Friend  of  his  had 
tmvelled  from  Qalwa^  to  Cork — part  of 
the  way  by  an  ontaide  ear,  which  was 
the  nsoal  style  of  potttieal  observers  and 
qnaeks  from  England  of  studying  the 
condition  of  the  country — and  because  he 
saw  sundry  national  schools  and  coast- 
guard stations,  he  immediately  published 
a  letter  proclaiming  that  Ireland  was 
prosperous  and  only  required  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Lord  Lieutenancy  ?  But 
it  was  the  duty  of  Irish  Members  when 
they  heard  such  things  to  stand  up  and 
declare  that  the  prosperity  of  Ireland  was 
a  total  fiction.  He  would  vote  for  the 
proposition  of  the  hon.  Qentleman,  though, 
in  fact,  the  aflSrmation  of  it  wonid  not  he 
of  mneh  value,  nor  would  the  Irish  people 
care  very  maoh  about  it,  for  it  was  a 
mere  abstract  or  omianon  of  sympathy 
to  which  alone  they  wonId  attribute  but 
little  sinoerity,  accompanied  by  some  prac- 
tical evidence.  The  Government  ought 
to  hold  out  some  hopea  that  measiires 
Coiond  J)uim$ 


wonkl  be  taken  to  inprove  the  condition 
of  Ireland. 

Sib  FREDERICK  HBYGATB  ex- 
pluned  that  the  reason  why  the  Committee 
on  Irish  tazation  did  not  make  a  report 
last  year  was  the  lateness  in  the  Session 
at  which  they  had  coudnded  their  labours, 
and  not  any  want  of  ability  to  arrive  at  s 
conclusion.  He  took  exception  to  some  of 
the  statements  made  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Ezchequer  with  regard  to  the  income 
tax  and  assessed  taxes.  As  to  the  former, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  there  waa 
an  allowance  in  favour  of  Ireland,  because 
great  part  of  the  country  was  rated  upon 
the  Government  valuation,  and  was  there- 
fore rated  under  its  true  value.  But  bis  own 
ezperienee  was  that  in  Ulster,  at  all  events, 
no  advantage  was  enjoyed  on  this  score, 
and  there  were  very  few  landlords  who  did 
not  pay  income  taz  upon  a  sum  which  they 
did  not  receive.  As  to  the  alleged  ex- 
emption enjoyed  by  Ireland  under  the 
assessed  tazes,  it  appeared  from  a  return 
presented  to  this  House  that  the  number 
of  inhabited  houses  in  Ireland  of  the  value 
of  £20  and  upwards  which  would  be  sob* 
jeeted  to  the  house  duty  of  9d.  supposing 
such  a  taz  ezisted  in  Ireland,  was  only 
33.763,  and  these  would  produce  about 
£20,000  a  year.  A  duty  on  horses  in 
Ireland  would  amount  to  about  £30,000  a 
year,  so  that  the  total  ezemption  in  Aivonr 
of  Ireland  under  these  two  heads  amounted 
to  the  magnificent  sum  of  £50,000  a  year, 
while  from  these  sources  £1,280,000  was 
drawn  in  England.  The  number  of  ser- 
vants who  would  be  liable  to  duty  in  Ire- 
land was  very  small.  As  to  the  duty  on 
hair  powder,  he  woold  leave  other  hon. 
Hembers  to  state  the  value  of  this  ezemp- 
tion, hut  he  decidedly  differed  from  those 
who  thought  the  ezemption  of  Irish  dogs 
from  duty  was  a  boon  to  the  country.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  also  stated  that 
Ireland  escaped  tazatton  in  Schedule  B  ; 
but  this  was  a  fallacy.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Chippenham,  who  had  recently  visited 
Ireland,  said  he  was  horrified  to  see  the 
wretched  condition  of  the  cabins  and  farm 
buildings,  and  at  once  jumped  to  the  oon- 
elusion  that  it  was  Uie  duty  of  landlords  to 
pot  these  buildings  into  good  repair  and  to 
erect  good  houses.  Here,  however,  the 
hon.  Member  fell  into  an  error  whieh  was 
common  to  a  superficial  observer.  It  was 
his  own  opinion  when  he  first  went  to  that 
country,  hot  afterwards  he  aaw  that  it 
would  be  a  useless  ezpenditure  to  build 
«>tUg<»  fcr  .TO»M»^«g^f^lT 
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obtun  rerj  irregular  emploTment  on  the 
land*  and  who  would  be  mnoh  better  away 
from  the  locality.  Again,  what  was  the 
use  of  patting  up  farm  buildings  on  small 
farms,  many  of  which  were  not  more  than 
from  five  to  ten  acres  in  extent?  The 
hon.  Member  for  Dunganran  (Mr.  Maguire) 

Eroposed  a  remedy  for  the  evils  of  Ire- 
ind  in  the  shape  of  ninety-nine  years 
leases,  bat  before  these  could  be  had,  there 
most  be  Csrmi  of  a  proper  sixe  and  farmers 
with  proper  capital.  Bat,  apart  from 
leases,  he  did  not  nnderstand  hew  it  eould 
be  assamed  that  landlm^  were  so  blind 
to  their  own  interest  as  not  to  secure  a 
good  tenant  when  they  got  one.  In  Ulster, 
tenant-right  had  no  aonbt  worked  well  on 
the  whole  ;  but  the  well  being  of  the  pro- 
Tinee  and  the  security  which  was  felt  there 
were  attributable  far  more  to  the  superior 
energy  of  a  very  active  race  than  to  the 
prevailing  custom  of  tenant-right.  Was 
it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  any  amoqnt 
of  tenant-right  would  suffice  to  retain  a 
tenant  on  a  farm  of  five  or  ten  acres  with 
the  present  low  prices  for  agricultural 
produce  ?  The  fact  was  that  great  part 
of  the  evils  from  which  Ireland  was  now 
suffering  arose  from  free  trade.  He  was 
never  anything  but  a  Freetrader,  and  free 
trade  was,  no  donbt,  greatly  to  the  interest 
of  England.  But  in  the  case  of  a  poor 
eonntry  like  Ireland,  which  eould  receive 
little  compensation  from  free  trade  in  the 
towns,  and  had  a  large  proportion  of  the 
people  dependent  upon  the  land,  deriving 
a  precarious  living  from  it  at  the  beat, 
owing  to  the  influences  of  climate  npon  the 
grain  crops,  the  great  revulsion  of  prices 
must  prove  generally  injurions.  They  were 
now  told  to  put  the  land  down  in  grass. 
Supposing  that  could  be  done,  which  he 
dented,  the  resnlt  must  be  to  give  a 
great  stimulus  to  emigration,  and  in 
ulster,  for  example,  they  must  get  rid 
of  two-thirds  of  the  people  who  farmed 
land  ander  twenty  acres  in  extent.  If 
this  was  not  to  be,  and  he  should  not 
like  aueh  a  wboleai^e  emigration,  what 
were  they  to  do  f  There  was  very  little 
trade  or  commerce  in  Ireland,  and,  there- 
fore, however  beneficial  free  trade  might 
be  to  a  great  manufactnring  country  with 
great  capital  at  its  disposal  and  immense 
advantages  in  the  shape  of  machinery,  to 
a  poor  country  like  Ireland  it  was  anything 
bat  a  blessing.  It  was  said,  "  Why  don  t 
you  take  to  trade?"  Now,  he  had  seen 
persons  try  to  set  up  in  Ireland  some 
raanofaotore  which  would  employ  tiie  peo- 


ple of  the  neighbourhood,  and  directly  they 
were  found  to  be  doing  well  some  man 
came  over  from  Scotland  or  England  and 
imported  the  same  articles  at  a  lower  price 
than  they  could  be  produced  for  on  the 
spot,  so  that  the  trade  was  destroyed.  Oar 
eolontes  had  found  this  out,  and  Canada, 
Australia,  and  New  Zealand  had  been 
obliged  to  defend  themselves  by  putting 
protective  duties  on  English  manufactures. 
The  United  States  did  so  too  ;  and  these 
countries  had  only  aeted  on  the  principle 
which  he  maintamed — namely,  that  it  waa 
impossible  for  a  eomparatirely  poor  and 
rising  country  to  establish  mannnctnres  in 
the  face  of  the  enormous  competition  which 
great  command  of  capital  and  of  machinery 
gave  to  another  nation.  Those  who  spoke 
of  the  large  amount  of  Irish  emigration 
forgot  that  there  had  been  a  large  migra- 
tion from  the  English  counties  to  English 
towns  ;  while  in  Ireland,  owing  to  the  want 
of  local  trade,  the  country  people  had  been 
unhappily  forced  to  cross  the  Atlantic.  It 
was  difficult  to  get  from  the  Census  returns 
a  reliable  decision  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
migration  of  the  parely  agricultural  popu- 
lation in  England,  beoause  in  almost  every 
English  county  there  waa  a  large  town 
which  partly  destroyed  the  ci^onlation. 
But  in  Cambridgeshire  the  decrease  of  the 
agricultural  population  between  1851  and 
1861  was  9,435 ;  in  Norfolk.  7,292  ;  in 
RutUnd,  1,124 ;  and  so  in  Suffolk  and 
Wiltshire.  The  state  of  the  population  in 
London  alone  showed  how  great  this  mi- 
gration was,  for  out  of  its  2,700,000  in- 
habitants more  than  a  million  were  not 
born  in  London,  and  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  them  no  doubt  came  from  the 
country  districts.  Such  a  migration  bene- 
fited the  town  and  did  not  injure  the  coun- 
try, but  it  was  very  different  with  regard 
to  Irish  emigration.  A  good  deal  had 
been  said  about  the  cultivation  of  flax  in 
the  north  of  Ireland ;  but  the  conelasion  of 
those  best  qualified  to  judge  was  that, 
while  within  the  last  two  years  the  pro- 
duction of  flax  had  doubled  in  Ulster,  its 
gross  value  remuned  pretty  much  what  it 
was,  and  the  small  farmers  bitto-ly  re- 
pented that  they  had  not  taken  the  advice 
which  had  been  given  to  them.  As  cures 
for  the  evils  of  Ireland,  growing  grass, 
getting  rid  of  tillage,  and  growing  flax 
were  fallacies.  He  was  afraid,  however, 
that  be  mast  come  to  the  same  conclusion 
as  the  Committee.  They  found  all  the 
evils,  but  when  they  oame  to  ihe  remedies 
no  two  people  ^re^^,,.  J^^l@(j*^ 
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nothing  to  reoommend — be  wu  eqully  at 
ft  loH  to  nggMt  a  oBie.  Ho  regntted  at 
mneh  aa  tlw  hon.  Membtr  for  the  Eing'a 
Ooonty  tho  deeline  of  the  popalation  of 
Ireland,  and  he  regretted  that  there  tboald 
be  that  want  of  employment  which  had 
caased  the  decline.  He  took  ezoeptioo  to 
tho  words  "  stimolate  the  employroent  of 
the  people,"  in  the  boo.  Gentleman's  Mo- 
tion, for  Btimnlanta  were  not  wholesome 
either  for  nations  or  indiTidoals.  If  any 
well  derised  measure  to  remedy  the  erils  of 
Ireland  were  brought  forward,  the  Gorem- 
ment  oonld  need  no  indaeemeut  to  lead  their 
sapport  to  it.  It  was  the  interest  of  every- 
body  in  the  eonntry  to  do  so ;  for  when 
Ireland  or  any  other  member  of  the  body 
eorpermte  was  eiek  all  the  rest  of  the  body 
unst  feel  it  He  eonld  not  sapport  the 
hen,  Qentlenan'i  Motion. 

Hr.  BENTINOK  Mid.  that  one  of  tho 
oomplaints  urged  1^  hon.  Members  con- 
neeted  with  the  sister  eonntry  was  that 
Bnglishmen  took  no  interest  in  Irish  quei- 
tioDS.  Kow,  he  mast  be  exempted  from  that 
charge,  for  he  was  for  many  years  oon- 
neetM  with  Ireland  by  the  ties  of  pro- 
perty; and  for  forty  yean  he  had  liiited 
one  part  or  another  of  tbe  eonntry.  There 
were  one  or  two  remarkable  oireomstaoces 
connected  with  tbe  present  discussion.  An 
admission  had  been  made  by  more  than 
one  Irish  Member  that  tbe  great  cause  of 
the  porerty  and  diitrOH  of  that  country 
bad  ariseo  from  what  waa  eommonly  ealled 
free  trade.  He  beared  that  opinion  to 
be  perfootlj  correct.  But,  if  he  had  made 
aa  assarUon  of  that  kind,  he  ^ald  have 
been  aeonsed  of  ravring  die  ghost  of  Fro- 
teotion.  He  remembered  that  when  the 
qnestions  of  free  trade  and  protection  were 
under  discussion  it  was  said  that  tbe  late 
Mr.  O'Counell  foresaw  the  difficulty,  and 
that  he  so  folly  anticipated  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  what  was  called  free  trade,  more 
pMiicularly  in  tbe  south  and  west  of  Iro- 
land,  that  he  paused  for  some  considerable 
time  before  be  made  up  bis  mind  to  throw 
the  seventy  votes  which  were  at  his  eom- 
maud  into  the  scale  of  free  trade.  He, 
however,  did  so,  and  the  motive  imputed 
to  him  at  the  time  was,  that  the  effeet  of 

trade  in  Ireland  would  be  to  rain  the 
ffmt  majority  of  the  landowuen,  and  in 
nrtheraaea  of  that  object  he  was  willing 
to  risk  the  rain  of  the  eultivatm  of  the 
mhI.  He  briieved  that  the  subtraction  of 
£5,000,000  a  year  derived  by  Ireland  from 
the  monopfrfy  of  the  Koglisb  com  market, 
had  been  tbe  (Aief  cause  of  Uw  diitrMied 
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state  of  that  eonntry.  One  of  the  grei* 
micfortonoo  of  Ireland  iraa,  what  be  might 
call  the  idf-^eloHon  nnder  tfUdt  tbe  peo- 
ple of  that  country  Ubonred,  and  the 

principal  of  these  delusions  be  held  to  be 
what  was  called  the  land  questioe  \  but 
what  was  more  eommonly  known  by  the 
name  of  tenant-right.  His  attention  had 
been  much  directed  to  that  question,  and 
be  would  frankly  say,  that  the  only  eon- 
elusion  at  whidi  be  could  arrive  on  it  waa, 
that  if  it  were  possible  to  pass  a  mea- 
sure of  what  was  ealled  tonant-rigbt, 
it  must  be  one  of  two  things-— it  mueft 
either  be  a  dead  letter  and  a  waste  sheet 
of  paper,  or  it  mnat  be  an  aet  of  •enfiiea' 
tion,  the  transfer  of  the  land  from  tiw 
landlord  to  the  tenant.  It  waa  a  great 
misfortone  to  the  masa  of  Ao  popalMieD 
of  Ireland  that  they  should  be  led  to  be- 
lieve that  there  wai  in  store  for  them  some 
measure  based  on  that  foundation,  whieh 
would  be  beaofioial  to  them.  It  was  with 
nations  as  with  men,  and  when  men  eZ' 
pected  to  derive  assistanoe  from  a  col- 
lateral source,  nothing  tended  so  much  to 
paraljie  their  energies  and  ezertione,  and 
he  would  venture  to  say  that  they  were 
aoythiog  but  friends  of  Ireland  who  wished 
to  persuade  the  Irish  people  that  tenant 
right  could  work  bene6oiatly  for  then. 
There  was  another  remarkable  peculiarity 
with  regwrd  to  Ireland,  and  that  was  the 
great  attention  that  was  pMd  to  i^itotora 
and  demagognea  of  every  deeoription.  It 
was  tme  uat  there  were  demagognea  and 
agitators  in  England,  hnt  the  difference 
between  tho  two  eountriea  waa  tbia—that 
in  England  th^  were  gmerally  paid  oKher 
directly  or  by  what  was  ealled  a  teatimo- 
nial  for  preaching  their  ineeodiary  doe* 
trines,  and  they  were  received  with 
very  llttie  attention  except  by  the  packed 
audiences  who  were  prepared  to  cheer 
them.  But  in  Ireland  that  was  not  the 
case ;  there  was  an  amount  of  fisitfa  in 
agitators  whieh  had  the  same  dangerooa 
consequences  as  that  which  he  attri- 
buted to  flow  from  tbe  doctrine  of  free 
trade.  It  led  tb«n  to  hope  for  something 
to  eome  whieh  was  pernetiy  impossible, 
not  to  trust  to  their  own  energiee,  bnt  to 
look  into  the  dondi  for  aomeuiag  to  do 
that  work  which  they  ought  to  do  for  them- 
■elvee.  Having  veotnred  frankly  to  at^ 
his  ofMnion  as  to  their  miseeneeptiim  of 
their  own  condition  and  iotereste,  he  wouM 
say  that  he  believed  they  bad  a  great  and 
Borioos  ground  of  eemplaint,  ran  he  be- 
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hftd  nevCT  Iwen  fairly  or  jaitlj  goveroed 
for  the  Ust  forty  or  fifty  yean.  Ireland 
had  ufbrtanately  been  made  the  betde- 
field  of  Bn^Uh  politioB,  aad  every  desorip- 
tion  of  meaoa  had  beeo  retorted  to  in  order 
to  raise  Irith  paasiona  for  the  perpoie  of 
forwarding  Engliah  political  ohjeota.  He 
was  not  dealing  witli  ihia  aa  a  party  qnea- 
tioD,  bat  he  contended  that .  the  whole 
teodeneyt  and  the  whole  policy,  of  what 
waa  eommonly  called  Liberal  GoTemmeot 
in  Ireland  for  many  years  paat  had  been 
to  ereate  oonfaaion  and  disorder  io  that 
eoantry.  And  for  thia  reason.  They  had 
inTariuly  for  their  own  political  objeeta 
enoonraged  one  portion  of  the  population, 
not  the  most  orderly  or  the  meet  quiet ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  they  had  diaoon- 
ra^ed  and  oppreaied  many  of  the  most 
qniet  and  orderly  people  in  Irdand.  The 
Liberal  gOTCrnment  of  Ireland  had  been 
at  times  a  perfeet  faroe.  Uany  hon.  Mem- 
ben  wonld  reeollect  two  or  three  remark- 
able faota  in  oonneotioQ  with  the  goTem- 
ment  of  Ireland,  One  diatioguisned  re- 
preeentative  of  Royalty  in  that  eonntry, 
when  an  attempt  waa  made  to  npset  the 
law  of  the  land  aa  it  then  stood,  called 
npon  the  people  of  Ireland  to  "agitate, 
agitate,  agitate  I**  He  eipreeaed  no  opi- 
nion aa  to  the  merits  of  the  qaestion  re- 
specting which  they  were  to  "agitate." 
Another  diatinguished  man  in  the  same 
poaition,  by  way  of  keeping  ap  soda!  order 
in  Ireland,  aaaooiated  himaelf  with  a  news- 
paper of  BO  disoreditable  a  charaeter  that  it 
wai  a  di^;raee  to  any  mriliaed  oonntry, 
and  the  reaaon  g^ren  tm  that  aaaonirtioa 
waa  that  that  remarkable  jenrnal  had  un- 
dertaken to  write  np  the  caoae  of  law  and 
order.  Another  Lwd  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land took  upon  him  one  day  to  celebrate 
some  great  anniTersary  by  taming  forth 
the  whole  refuse  of  the  gat^s  of  the  country. 
That  waa  considered  a  popular  meaaure. 
When  attempts  were  made  to  obtain  that 
description  of '  popularity,  by  those  who 
ought  to  represent  the  law  and  authority 
of  the  oonntry,  and,  moreorer,  when  the 
law  was  not  in  all  oases  fairly  and  justly 
admioiatered,  he  contended  that  so  long  aa 
diaunion  and  diaeord  eziated  in  that  conn- 
try,  the  Ooremnent  ^  whom  the  kw  waa 
mal-adminiatsred  muat  be  oonaidered  r»« 
Bponaible  for  that  state  of  thinga.  He  had 
heard  many  grieraneea  put  forward — aome 
of  ^em  of  a  more  vagne  eharaoter  than 
others,  hot  he  had  never  heard,  with  one 
exoeptiao,  a  remedy  enggealed.  That  re- 
nodj  waa  the  one  inpliM  in  tha  Motion  ti 


the  hon.  Uomber  for  the  King's  County, 
and  it  amovnted  in  plun  English  Io  this 
— that  the  House  enonld  sanction  a  loan 
to  Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  earrytng  on 
publio  works.  Now,  he  did  not  helieve 
that  the  plan  proposed  would  be  either 
condaciro  to  the  welfare  of  Ireland,  or  an 
act  of  jusUoe  towards  the  people  of  Eng- 
land. He  desired  to  aee  the  prosperity  of 
Ireland,  hot  he  was  at  a  loss  to  understand 
on  what  ground  the  House  could  be  asked 
to  levy  a  large  amount  of  taxation  on  a 
portion  of  the  eonntry  in  order  to  assist 
another  portion.  He  had  constantly  en- 
deavoured to  resist  attempts  to  benefit  one 
locality  at  the  ezpeose  of  another ;  and  on 
these  grounds  eonU  not  give  his  vole  for 
the  Uotion. 

Mb.  MONSBLL  regretted  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Norfolk  had  introduced  hito 
the  debate  a  number  of  exciting  subjects. 
The  hon.  Member  considered  that  free 
trade  had  been  the  destruction  of  Ireland. 
Now,  if  he  would  take  the  trouble  to  look 
at  the  Devon  commission  he  would  find 
that  five  gentlemen  of  the  highest  intelli- 
gence had  reported  that  the  Irish  people 
were  the  worse  clothed,  the  worst  fed,  and 
the  worst  housed  people  in  the  universe. 
That  was  the  happy  condition  of  the  people 
under  the  old  state  a!  things.  With  regard 
to  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  re- 
specting the  Liberal  Qovemmaat,  no  doubt 
that  Oovemment  had  many  faulta,  but  he 
could  tell  the  hon.  Member  what  it  bad 
done— it  had  delivered  that  country  from 
the  admonitions  and  aseeadancy  of  men 
like  the  hoD.  Gentleman— men  who  d»> 
dared  against  the  agitation  for  Oatholie 
emancipation,  and  who  prevented  that 
country  from  obtuning  a  single  balcony 
by  way  of  loan.  Passing  from  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member,  he  came  to  that  of 
theChaneellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  right 
hon.  Qentieman  had  entirely  mistaken 
the  object  and  scope  of  the  Resolation 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  King's  County. 
What  the  hon.  Qentieman  desired  to  do 
was  to  repeat  his  Motion  of  last  year — to 
state  that  Ireland  waa  at  the  present  time 
in  so  degraded  and  lamentable  a  condition 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Qovemment 
end  of  the  House  to  adopt  some  exeep- 
tional  measures  to  assist  her  to  eseape 
tnm  that  deplorable  eondiUon.  The  nAt 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chaneellw  of  An  Bx- 
obequer  objeeted  to  the  Motion,  heeanse  it 
was  likely  to  exette  expeetatieoa  thatoeold 
never  be  reafiaed,  and  tbna  bo  the  menna 
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the  people  of  Ireland.  But  in  answer  to 
that  he  could  quote  the  words  of  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Goremment,  who 
last  Session,  in  a  debate  upon  a  Hotion 
similar,  if  not  exaotiy  identical,  aud — 

"That  ba  hoped  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
brongbt  forward  th«  Hotioo  woald  be  eonteDt 
with  the  expreaaion  of  feeling  which  he  had  eli- 
cited from  ah  aides  of  the  Honae,  uid  not  diride, 
u  it  wu  the  intention  of  the  Gorenumiit  to  bring 
forward  tome  aaoh  uMMaresaa  thoM  iadwatod  hj 
the  hon.  Gentlemui.'* 

And  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Mem< 
ber  for  Cambridge  (Hr.  Walpole)  on  the 
isne  occasion  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the  King's 
CoQtttj  wonld  not  pnu  the  Hoase  to  a 
dtTiaion  prMiaely  for  the  lame  reasons. 
He  said  the  hon.  Member  on|;ht  to  be 
perfeetlj  satisfied  with  the  opinions  which 
bad  been  expressed  in  the  House,  and 
that,  in  fact,  be  had  bj  the  discussion 
gained  his  point.  Under  these  circum- 
stances was  it  quite  fair  for  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  now  to  come  before  the 
House  and  say  that  this  was  a  new  thing, 
to  which  the  QoTcmment  had  not  had 
time  to  gire  attention,  and  that  therefore 
the  Motion  ought  to  be  withdrawn  ?  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  he 
wanted  to  apply  bond  JmU  equal  justice  to 
England  as  well  as  to  Ireland,  and  it  was 
on  that  'assertion  that  he  (Mr.  Monsell) 
would  take  leave  to  rest  all  the  obsenra- 
tioDS  he  had  now  to  make.  He  wonld, 
consequently,  put  ihu  question  to  erery 
OenUeman  in  the  Hoase,  he  did  not  care 
whether  he  was  English,  Scotch,  or  Irish 
— namely,  supposing  the  whole  empire  was 
now  in  the  state  in  which  Ireland  was, 
would  the  inaction  of  the  Qovemment  be 
tolerated  for  one  moment.  Supposing 
England  and  Scotlsod,  the  population  of 
which  in  1841  was  18,000,000.  had  dwin- 
dled as  Ireland  had  done  since  1841 — 
that  was  to  say,  the  population  of  Ireland 
had  fallen  from  8,100,000  to  5.600.000 
and  the  decrease  in  England  and  Scot- 
land, in  the  same  ratio,  would  be  from 
18,000.000  to  13,000,000  — would  the 
House  permit  the  Ooveniment  for  one 
single  instant  to  remain  idle?  Would 
they  consent  to  see  Great  Britain  reduced 
to  a  second-rate  Power  in  Europe  without 
making  a  single  effort  to  discorer  what 
was  the  reason  for  such  a  lamentable  state 
of  things  ?  That  was  what  they  the  Irish 
Members  really  felt  in  the  matter.  He 
could  not  conceive  any  Irishman  who 
did  not  feel  the  prwent  eondition  of  hit 
Mr.MomeU 


country  with  the  deepest  sorrow  and  r^ret. 
It  was  perfectly  true  that  those  peoplo  who 
were  miserable  and  half  employed  here  ^ 
well  to  seek  eountries  where  they  escaped 
from  their  misery  and  found  abundance  of 
employment ;  but  would  not  they  be  much 
better  satisfied  if  they  could  discover  some 
means  whereby  they  might  be  employed 
and  comfortable  in  their  own  country  ?  He 
understood  the  hon.  Member's  Motion  to 
be  directed  to  that  end.  The  hon.  Member 
aud  '*  here  is  this  lamentable  st^  of 
things ;  is  it  posaible  for  the  House  to  re- 
move any  obstacle  to  development  of  the 
industry  of  Ireland  ?"  The  hon.  Member 
had  not  at  his  disposal  the  means  of  infor- 
maUon  possessed  by  the  Goremment,  and 
wonld  bia  content  if  by  any  means  what- 
ever  these  obstacles  were  removed.  The 
hen.  Member's  object  was  the  substance  of 
the  Motion,  and  not  the  means  snggested 
in  his  speech.  He  (Mr.  Konsell)  was  qnite 
aware  (and  he  believed  he  was  almost  quot- 
ing the  words  of  the  late  Sir  Robert  Peel), 
that  it  was  impossible  to  place  Ireland  in  a 
right  state  by  any  one  measure — it  waa  ne- 
eeesary  to  have  a  series  of  measures  for  that 
purpose.  He  hoped,  however,  the  sogges- 
tions  he  was  about  to  offer  would  assist  the 
object  they  had  in  view — that  object  being 
to  keep  their  people  at  home  in  comfort 
and  employment,  instead  of  allowing  them 
to  be  miserable  and  idle  at  home,  or  com- 
pelling them  to  seek  employment  and  com- 
fort in  another  country.  But  before  he 
went  into  Uiose  questions  he  would  ask  the 
House  to  allow  him  to  show,  on  nndovbted 
anthority,  what  was  the  condition  of  that 
part  of  the  country  in  which  he  (Mr. 
Monsell)  lived.  He  quoted  the  deliberate 
opinion  and  judgment  of  a  gentleman  em* 
ployed  by  an  i^uential  body,  the  intelli- 
gent manager  of  a  bank  in  the  county  with 
which  he  (Mr.  Monsell)  was  connected,  in 
a  Report  addressed  by  him  to  the  London 
directors  with  a  view  to  guide  these  gen- 
tlemen in  the  course  they  'were  to  pursue 
with  regard  to  the  monetary  transactions 
of  the  hank.  In  the  first  place,  he  stated 
that  with  regard  to  wheat,  oats,  and  bar- 
ley, the  crops  were  extremely  good,  and 
thikt  of  potatoes  excellent  —  indeed  far 
better  Uian  for  a  namber  of  yeara  past ; 
and  then  he  described  the  condition  of  the 
farming  class.  This,  it  moat  be  remem- 
bered was  not  a  description  of  them  in  a 
year  of  famine  or  in  a  md  season,  but  at  a 
time  when  the  crops  were  good  and  the 
harvest  beyond  the  average  even  of  eood 
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were  ?ery  well  off,  but  the  small  liolders, 
who  ticpciided  mainly  on  their  tillage,  were 
daily  becoming  poorer,  and  loaing  gradually 
but  eurclj  all  their  capital.  The  labouring 
classes,  he  said,  uerer  had  regalar  unploj- 
moDt,  and  never  received  fair  and  proper 
wages;  that  as  a  class  tbey  were  neglected 
and  sufieringi  that  the  small  farmers  and 
shopkeepers,  as  fast  as  they  could  procure 
the  means,  were  leaTing  the  country,  and 
that  under  eiisting  eirenmstaneea,  the  tide 
of  emigration  was  more  likely  to  continue 
than  to  cease,  unless  arrested  by  the  intro* 
ductioQ  of  manufactures  or  the  employment 
of  capital  for  the  improvement  of  the  cul- 
tivatioD  of  the  land.  The  hoo.  Qentleman 
who  spoke  last  complained  of  "  agita- 
tion," and  insinuated  that  capital  was 
not  safe  in  Ireland.  Bot  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  would  confirm  what 
he  (Ur.  Honsell)  said  when  he  asserted 
that  at  this  moment  in  the  agricultural 
districts  there  was  no  crime  at  all ;  that 
the  country  was  as  quiet  as  any  country 
in  the  world,  and  ,that  it  was  quite  safe 
to  invest  capital  in  almost  any  county  at 
this  moment.  Take,  besides,  the  case  of 
the  mannfaoturera.  He  had  been  mt  the 
trouble  to  obtain  reports  from  Cork,  Water- 
ford,  Limerick,  and  Pablin,  and  he  was 
assured  by  the  large  manufacturers 
whom  he  had  consulted,  that  they  never 
bad  the  slightwt  difficulty  with  their 
workmen  ;  that  there  were  no  strikes  or 
turbulence,  and  that  they  had  never  had 
the  slightest  difficulty  in  fulfilling  their 
contracts  and  completing  works  which  they 
had  aodertaken.  It  was  a  remarkable 
fact  as  regarded  Ireland  that  under  the 
very  trying  oircumstances  of  the  last  three 
or  foar  years,  during  which  the  number  of 
power-looms  employed  in  the  manufacture 
of  linen  bad  increased  from  3,700  in  1861 
to  10,000 — an  inoroase  which,  no  doubt, 
had  thrown  oat  of  employment  multituda 
of  band-loom  weavers,  there  had  not  been 
a  single  strike  or  difficulty  in  that  trade. 
And  therefore  so  far  as  obstaolcB  and  im- 
peiliments  by  violence  to  the  employment 
of  capital  was  concerned,  there  were  none; 
end  if  he  were  incHoed  to  draw  invidious 
comparisons  with  what  had  taken  place  in 
'this  country  onl^  within  the  last  few 
months  as  to  strikes,  he  might  say  that 
capital  waa  not  only  as  safe,  but  safer  in 
Ireland  than  it  was  in  England.  He  now 
Game  to  the  point,  by  what  means  were 
they,  the  Parliament,  able  to  assist  in  any 
way  in  promoting  the  employmeot  of 
boor,  and  of  bettering  the  industrial  le- 
YOL.  CLXXVII.   [XHZED  smixB.] 


sources  of  the  country  ?  With  respect  to 
drainage  and  the  extension  of  arterial 
drainage,  he  Agreed  with  the  hon.  Member 
that  those  would  be  most  important  aids, 
for  which  they  need  only  ask  that  loans 
on  liberal  terms  should  be  given.  He  did 
not  refer  to  the  disputes  respecting  the 
Shannon,  as  tbey  turned  altogether  on 
other  considerations ;  but  were  there  no 
other  remedies  f  He  would  not  say  any- 
thing about  the  reclamation  of  waste  lands, 
as  he  was  not  qoite  so  sangnine  on  that 
Bubjeot  as  his  hon.  Friend.  He  recollected 
very  welt,  towards  the  expiration  of  last 
Session,  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
now  Mr.  Justice  O'Hagan,  laid  great 
stress  indeed  upon  the  importance  of  pass- 
ing throDgh  the  House  a  Bill  for  the  better 
security  of  title.  He  was  sorry  to  hear 
that  the  Government  did  not  intend  to 
proceed  with  that  measure  this  Session. 
But  the  bearing  of  that  Bill  on  this  qaes- 
tion  was  obvious — It  was  most  germane  to 
the  subject  now  before  the  House.  There 
was  amongst  a  certain  class  of  farmers 
aoonsiderable  amount  of  capital.  Though 
the  small  fimnera  were  in  a  bad  eondition, 
there  waa  a  considerable  amount  of  capital 
on  deposit  receipts  at  tibe  banks.  This 
would  be  evident  if  they  observed  the 
enormous  sums  given  for  tlio  acquisition 
of  land  on  very  short  leases  indeed.  In 
his  own  immediate  neighbourhood  he  knew 
of  a  farm  of  100  acres  lot  on  a  seven  years* 
lease  at  £2  6f.  Gd.  per  acre,  and  £1,500 
was  paid  for  the  interest  of  the  out-going 
tenant  in  that  farm.  Would  it  not,  there- 
for, be  of  the  greatest  possible  importance 
to  simplify  in  every  way  the  transfer  of 
land,  and  to  allow  companies  to  purchase 
targe  estates  and  sell  them  out  in  smaller 
lots  like  the  farm  he  liad  mentioned,  and 
by  that  means  enable  the  farmers  to  be- 
come proprietors  ?  The  effect  that  would 
produce  lu  Ireland  hon.  Qentlemen  not 
connected  witii  that  country  would  hardly 
be  able  to  understand.  It  would  instil  into 
the  people  a  spirit  of  hope,  and  develope 
their  natural  industry.  It  would  stimulate 
them  to  scrape  money  together  that  they 
might  no  longer  pay  rent  to  a  landlord,  but 
become  themselves  possessors  of  land. 
He  believed  that  if  this  were  done,  even 
on  a  small  scale,  the  result  would  be  one 
of  enormous  importance.  He  did  not  think 
the  House  was  at  all  aware  how  qutetiy 
the  Irish  people  were  swayed  by  considera- 
tions such  as  that,  and  a  measure  of  such 
a  nature  would  inspire  them  wj^  a  hone 
that  the  6oTenuneuti^itQ4d  ^adV«gl@g4te 
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last  were  willing  anil  anzioas  to  assist 
them  by  remoring  every  obstacle  to  their 
industry,  and  that  the  end  of  their  diffi- 
oalties  and  distresses  was  not  far  distant. 
The  oration  delivered  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Norfolk  would 
Iiavo  been  more  in  character  ten  years 
since,  for  he  could  assure  him  that  the 
people  of  Ireland  did  not  want  confisca- 
tion but  the  realization  of  the  scheme  of 
Judge  Longfield,  either  that  the  landlord 
should  provide  permanent  baildings  for  the 
tenant,  or  that  if  the  latter  erected  them 
that  lie  should  hare  an  occupation  for  such 
a  number  of  years  as  would  enable  him  to 
compensate  himself  out  of  the  produce  of 
the  iMttd,  or  that  if  the  landlord  wished  to 
get  rid  of  him  he  should  be  compensated 
for  them.  A  drainage  scheme  snch  as 
that  suggested  by  his  hon.  Friend  would 
confer  great  benefit  on  Ireland,  as  would 
also  the  development  of  the  railway  scheme 
in  that  country  ;  and  he  knew  of  no  ({aes- 
tion  of  greater  importance  that  could  be 
entertained  by  that  House  than  a  measure 
that  would  tend  to  derelope  the  resources  of 
Ireland  by  means  of  railway  communication. 
Some  twenty-five  years  ago  great  distress 
prevailed  in  Belgium,  and  one  of  the  first 
things  that  was  done  in  that  country  by 
U.  Rosier  to  mitigate  its  severity  was  the 
establishment  of  uieap  transit  through  the 
country  by  mMna  of  railway  communica- 
tion.   He  wM  informed  that  the  Belgium 

f rices  were  one-third  less  than  those  in 
reland,  and  yet  the  Belgium  railways 
were  in  a  flourishlDg  condition.  In  Ire- 
land the  prices  of  transit  were  not  regulated 
according  to  the  cireumstances  of  the 
country,  but  they  were  assimilated  to  the 
high  prices  of  the  English  railways,  and, 
therefore,  the  establishment  of  a  system 
that  would  give  control  over  the  Irish 
railways  would  be  attended  with  benefi- 
cial results  to  Ireland.  In  1841  tho 
manufacturing  distress  that  prevailed  in 
Belgium  was  met  by  the  establishment 
of  schools  for  the  edueation  of  manu- 
facturing apprentices.  The  schools  were 
cMablished  very  generally  tliroughoot  the 
conntry  at  an  expense  of  between  £4,000 
and  £5,000  during  that  year,  and  they 
were  the  means  of  giving  instruction  to 
about  3,000  apprentices,  and  the  result 
was  according  to  the  official  report  of  the 
inspector,  that  they  had  largely  answered 
the  object  for  which  they  were  established, 
not  only  Ay  the  performance  of  good  work, 
but  by  the  introduction  of  new  kinds  of 
mauafaetures  hitherto  anknown  in  the  die- 1 


tricta  where  they  had  been  established. 
He  had  no  doubt  but  that  her  Majesty's 
Government  could  suggest  far  better 
measures  than  he  could  propose  for  the 
benefit  of  Ireland  if  they  were  only  de- 
termined to  grapple  with  the  subject 
and  exert  themselves  with  a  determi- 
nation to  meet  the  difficulties  that  hod 
been  pointed  out.  He  felt  certain  that  if 
Her  Majesty's  Government  would  only 
improve  on  his  suggestions,  and  move  in 
that  direction,  that  their  exertions  wouM 
be  attended  with  results  of  the  greatest 
possible  benefit  and  adrantoge  to  Ireland. 
The  people  of  this  country  most  not  delude 
themselves  with  the  idea  that  as  the  popu- 
lation of  IreUnd  diminished  the  residue 
became  happy.  At  the  last  census  the 
number  of  inhabited  houses  was  divided 
into  four  categories,  and  it  was  then  found 
that  the  first  and  second  class  houses  had 
increased  more  rapidly  between  1841 
and  I85I  than  between  1851  and  1861, 
and  if  they  referred  to  the  writers  of 
the  last  century,  and  especially  to  Dean 
Swift,  they  would  find  that  when  the 
population  of  Ireland  was  only  2,300,000, 
and  when  there  was  hardly  any  tillage 
going  on  in  that  country,'  the  population 
was  described  as  the  most  miserable  that 
existed  on  the  ^we  of  the  earth.  It 
did  not  follow  necessarily  that  with  the 
diminnUon  of  the  population  the  misery  of 
those  that  would  be  left  behind  would  be 
diminished  in  proportion.  He  wished  he 
could  receive  an  assurance  from  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government  that 
he  would  himself  take  the  matter  up,  for 
he  should  then  feel  confident  that  some- 
thing would  be  done  for  the  permanent 
prosperity  of  Ireland.  He  recollected 
the  energy  which  the  noble  Lord  »• 
hibited  daring  the  Russian  war,  and  if  he 
would  only  devote  the  same  attention  to 
and  thought  for  Ireland  which  he  at  that 
time  bestowed  for  the  honour  of  this 
conntry— if  he  would  really  attempt  to  re- 
move the  plague  spot  from  that  country- 
he  was  sure  lie  would  succeed,  for  in  so 
doing  the  noble  Lord  would  be  met  by  the 
grateful  feelings  of  the  Irish  people,  and 
the  knowledge  that  he  was  making  on 
effort  in  that  direction  would  inspire  hope 
in  the  breast  of  every  Irishman. 

Sib  ROBERT  PEEL  :  Sir,  I  am  glad 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  following  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down,  because  he  has  touched  on  one  or 
two  topics  which  I  desire  to  notice.  My 
right  hon.  Friei4iD||?3(fij^^^^(*e 
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Exchequer  bai  antvered  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  Hennessj)  aa  to 
the  eoune  wbieh  the  QoTemment  intend 
to  talte  nith  reference  to  the  Motion  on 
the  paper ;  bat  I  am  not  Borry  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  taken  the 
earlieit  opportanit;  of  acting  on  the  notice 
which  ho  gare  on  the  first  night  of  the 
Session,  that  he  would  bring  before  the 
House  the  state  of  Ireland  ;  and  I  shall 
eiideaToor,  without  exaggeration  or  any 
undue  coloortng,  to  allude  to  the  several 
topics  which  constituted  tlie  main  features 
of  his  speech.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman entered  largely  into  statistics  in 
order  to  support  his  arguments  ;  and,  at- 
tbongh  the  hour  is  getting  late  for  that 
purpose,  yet  I  admit  that  it  is  from  that 
soarae  more  than  any  other  that  our  con- 
elusions  muat  be  drawn,  and  that  we  can 
derive  a  fair  insight  into  the  state  of  the 
country,  both  as  regards  its  present  posi- 
tion and  its  future  prospects.  In  the 
course,  therefore,  of  the  observations  I 
have  to  submit  to  the  House,  I  shall,  with 
tlicir  permission,  quote  a  few  figures  to 
establish  roy  own  conclusions;  and  I  do  so 
because  they  furnish  facts,  the  stndy  of 
which  is  a  matter  of  primary  importance, 
as  not  only  pointing  the  attention  of  Gen- 
tlemen in  this  House  to  what  I  conceive 
to  be  the  real  interests  of  the  country,  but 
as  also  exhibiting  in  their  proper  light  some 
of  those  crroneoni  notions  which  are  so 
confidently  put  forth  on  occasions  in  order 
to  support  opinions  which  I  beUeve  are 
not  justified  by  fiicts.  The  bon,  and 
learned  Gentleman  adverted  to  certain  ob- 
servations of  the  Chairman  of  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway,  and  at- 
tempted to  show  that  the  state  of  Ireland 
was  undoubtedly  one  of  decline ;  and 
several  other  Gentlemen  who  have  spoken, 
among  others  the  hon.  Member  for  Clon- 
met,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Londonderry, 
and  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
the  King's  County,  all  mniutsined  that  the 
condition  of  that  country  did  not  warrant 
the  allusion  made  to  it  in  the  Speech  from 
the  Throno.  Wei),  1  am  prepared  to  vin- 
dicate that  allusion,  and  I  trust  the  House 
will  give  me  credit  for  seeking  to  do  so 
without  any  exaggeration.  I  cannot  agree 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  C1onmel,(Hr. 
Bagwell),  who  said  that  the  state  of  Ire- 
land was  one  of  appalling  distress  ;  far 
less  can  I  agree  with  the  remark  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  King's  County  (Mr. 
Hennessy)  that  its  condition  was  absolutely 
distressing  ;  that  it  was  great  nonsense  to 


talk  about  the  enltivation  of  fiaz,  and  that 

every  one  he  had  conversed  with  was  in  no 
way  satisfied  with  the  paragraph  in  the 
Speech.  Dealing  first  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  I  must  say  I  was 
struck  with  the  observations  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Railway,  and  took  occasion  to  make  in- 
quiries with  regard  to  them.  It  is  essential 
that  this  matter  should  be  placed  before 
the  House  in  its  proper  light.  The  Chair- 
man of  that  important  railway,  which  one 
hon.  Member  aaid  was  a  great  index  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  country,  argued  that  be- 
cause the  carriage  of  cattle  on  railways 
had  decreased,  therefore,  the  number  of 
cattle  in  Ireland  must  be  less.  Now,  if 
yon  compare  the  receipts  by  this  railway 
for  the  carriage  of  cattle  from  1859  to 
1863  with  the  number  of  cattle  in  the 
country  as  given  in  the  agricultural  sta- 
tistics, you  find  that  die  receipts  from  the 
carriage  of  cattle  increased  each  year  that 
the  number  of  cattle  in  Ireland  diminished, 
and  that  1864— the  first  year  since  1859 
in  which  cattle  were  ascertained  to  have 
increased — was  the  first  year  since  1859 
in  which  the  receipts  upon  cattle  dimi- 
nished. That  certainly  is  a  convincing 
proof  that  the  argument  used  by  the  Chair- 
man of  this  railway  company  was  most 
erroneous.  The  real  truth,  say  what  yon 
will,  is  that  cattle  nnd  sheep  have  both 
considerably  increased  during  the  past 
year.  Cattle  have  increased  during  the 
past  year,  compared  with  the  year  pre- 
ceding, by  113,u78  head  ;  and  the  number 
of  sheep  has  increased  by  54,864.  That 
is  a  very  considerable  increase  under  Aose 
two  heads.  But  the  Chati-man  of  tbis 
railway  company  went  on  to  say — 

"  B7  Returns  it  appesn  that  there  is  a  decrease 
of  cattle  Bbipped  from  Dublin  daring  the  last  six 
monthi  of  17,309,  and  a  deereaae  of  sheep  of 
31,470.  The  deereue  from  Gork  Is— csttie, 
18,333  ;  sheep,  18,819  ;  making  b  total  deorease 
from  these  two  ports  of  75)836  head  of  cattle 
and  sheep.  Within  the  lost  six  months  the  de- 
orease of  cattle  shipped  from  Dublin  was  17  per 
cent,  and  the  deorease  of  sheep  18  per  oent.  The 
decrease  from  Cork  was  60  per  cent  of  cattle^ 
and  46  per  oeat  of  sheep.  The  deorease  from 
Waterfbni  was  60  per  oent  of  cattle,  and  40  per 
oent  of  sheep," 

But  I  have  shown  that  both  cattle  and 
sheep  in  Ireland  have  undoubtedly  in- 
creased in  number.  In  July,  1863,  there 
were  3,144,231  cattle  in  Ireland;  and  in 
July,  1864,  there  were  3,257,309.  The 
number  of  sheep  in  July,  1863,  was 
3,308.204  J  and  in  July,  1864,  there  were 
3,363,068.  I  should  like  very  mdiHy*' 
2  A.  2 
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ask  the  churman  of  this  imilway  oompanj 
wbetber  he  eannot  UDdenUod  wb;  uiere 
•bould  have  been  a  ditaination  in  the  ex- 
porUUon  of  cattle  last  jear.    It  is  quite 
dew  that  in  England  there  was  a  far 
mator  aearrifr  a!  hav  and  winter  keep 
Uian  in  Ireland.    And,  more  than  that, 
the  imall  farmers  in  Irdand  have  been  in  a 
stale  of  snffering  and  Astreia  for  manj 
years ;  bnt  last  jrear  there  was  an  acknow- 
ledged increase  of  orer  100,000  head  of 
cattle,  and  they  would  OTidently  be  desirous 
of  retwoing  their  cattle  in  Ireland,  when 
the  keep  in  Englaad  was  uot  anoh  as  to 
induce  purchasers  to  send  for  them  to  the 
former  ooontrj,  and  when  a  larger  number 
of  farmers  in  England  were  able  to  rear 
and  fatten  for  themselres.    I  think,  then, 
that  so  far  from  this  iodioating  a  diminution 
of  prosperity  on  the  part  of  the  farming 
intereat  of  Ireland,  it  does  quite  the  rererae. 
Ton  may  fairly  judge,  therefore,  that  the 
inerease  of  cattle  in  Ireland  is  a  symptom 
of  steady  noovery  from  that  pressure  that 
nisted  in  1861,  1862,  and  1863 ;  and 
that  is  a  result  with  which  wa  oagfat,  I 
think,  to  be  gratified.   The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  refbrrred  to  oertain 
Returns  as  regards  emigration,  and  he 
found  fault  with  me  for  having  last  year 
oTerstated  the  diminution  in  the  number  of 
persons  who  were  leaving  the  country. 
Now,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  re- 
ferred to  Returns  for  seven  months  only, 
whereas  I  referred  to  an  entire  year ;  and 
1  still  maintun  that  although,  perhaps, 
in  the  seren  months  the  diminution  has 
not  been  so  apparent,  yet  on  the  whole 
twelve  months  of  1864  there  has  been  a 
certain  deereaae  in  the  number  of  persons 
leaving  the  country.    The  number  who 
left  the  eoontry  in  1863  amounted  to 
1 17,000,  wberaas  in  186i  therv  were  only 
114.000 ;  so  that  there  was  an  aetnal 
diminution  of  about  3,000.  That,  I  admit, 
is  not  much  ;  bat  when  1  hear  it  said  that 
people  are  leaving  the  country  in  continued 
numbers,  I  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  1 
have  here  tho  stattstieal  Returns  which 
hare  Just  been  completed,  nod  I  find  that 
comparing  the  month  of  January,  1865, 
with  that  of  January,  1864,  there  is  a 
very  considerable  decrease — to  the  eitent 
of  2,389;  that  is  to  say  —  in  January, 
1865,  there  were  only  2,874  who  left  Ire- 
land stating  their  intention  not  to  return  ; 
hut  in  the  corresponding  month  of  1864 
there  wm  as  many  as  0,263  who  stated 
(hat  thoy  did  not  intend  to  return.    I  was 
right  therefore,  in  saying  that  a  very  con- 
Sir  Robert  PmI 


siderable  decrease  was  manifesting  itself  in 
the  number  of  persons  leaving  the  oonniiy. 
Bnt  a  vast  variety  of  reasons  have  been 
given  why  those  persons  are  leaving  the 
country.  Dorinf;  the  last  autnmn,  the 
nvhla  Lord  the  Uember  for  King's  Lynn 
(Lord  Stanley)  visited  IreUnd,  and  stated 
at  a  pnblie  dmner  at  Tippenry  tiiat  he 
believed  the  emigration  from  Ireland  waa 
owing  to  the  Ameriean  war.  Bnt  there 
were  people  in  Ireland  who  entertained  a 
totally  different  opinion,  and  who  say  di- 
rectly that  war  closes  there  will  be  a  very 
considerable  increase  in  the  emigration. 
That  view  may  he  right  or  wrong  ;  but  of 
this  I  am  eertmn,  that  there  are  two 
reasons  which  in  my  mind  to  a  very  con- 
siderable degree  aeeoont  for  this  drain. 
One  is  the  want  of  adequate  emi^ymeut 
in  the  eoontry  for  this  class  of  persons,  and 
the  other  was  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Norfolk  (Hr.  Bentioek)— the  iU 
lusioo  that  exists  with  regard  to  the  sees- 
rity  of  tenure  and  the  want  means  of 
enforcing  eompensation  to  tenants  for  im- 
provements.  I  think  a  great  deal  (rf  mis- 
chief has  been  done  by  what  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Norfolk  jnstly  called  vision- 
ary schemes  upon  that  subject,  and  which 
I  entirely  agree  with  him  can  lead  to  no 
practical  good.  I  hold  in  my  band  an 
extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
for  Inquiring  into  the  Condition  of  the 
Poorer  Classes  in  Ireland  in  1836,  and  it 
represents  what  is  really  the  condition  of 
the  people.    The  Report  states — 

"Then  is  not  in  IreUad  the  dirision  of  Ulwnr 
that  exists  in  Great  Britain ;  the  hoij  of  tho 
labouring  class  look  to  agriouttaral  employment, 
and  to  it  onl/  for  support.  The  suppl/  of  a^- 
oaltural  labour  is  thus  so  ooasidanible  as  greatlf 
to  exceed  tiie  dnaaBd  for  it,  Imiee  eome  smalt 
earnings  aad  wide  ipnsd  miserj." 

That  is  preeisdy  the  reason  why  at  pre- 
sent the  condition  of  tho  poorer  classes  in 
Ireland  is  not  such  as  those  who  take  an 
intorest  in  their  welfare  wish  to  see;  but  st 
the  same  time  I  am  bound  to  admit,  al- 
though 1  regret  to  see  those  persons  leaving 
the  country,  they  all  go  buoyed  up  with 
expectations  of  doing  better  elsewhere; 
and  there  being  no  adequate  employment 
for  their  labour,  it  is  the  interest  of  them- 
selves and  then:  families  that  they  find  la- 
bour elsewhere  when  thoy  eannot  get  it  at 
home.  I  own  I  was  astounded  at  one  ob- 
servation that  fell  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member,  when  he  said  with  reference  to 
the  diminution  of  population  that  lie  be- 
lieved the  area  of  Ireland  jweold  support 
37,000»000.  [McigffinmitsxeQgEei 
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only  quoted  Blteker  to  tfaet  effiwt.]  I 
eertaiolj  understood  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  to  adopt  the  authority  he  quoted. 
["  Ko."]  Well,  at  all  erents.  he  cwjaetted 
with  it.  When  I  qnote  an  opinion  m  this 
House  I  adopt  it,  unless  I  state  to  the  con- 
trary. The  hon.  and  learned  Qentleniao 
now  says  he  merely  quoted  **  Blacker." 
Who  is  "Blacker?"  Just  obserre  what 
would  be  the  consequence  if  the  "  Blacker" 
Bystera  prerailed  in  Ireland,  There  is  no 
country  in  Europe  which  has  a  population 
exceeding  246  persons  to  the  square  mile. 
Ireland  at  this  moment  has  a  population 
of  about  151  or  156  per  square  mile;  but 
if  the  ealeolation  of  "  Blaoker"  were 
adopted  we  should  actoallj  see  a  state  of 
things  in  Ireland  in  which  there  would  be 
more  than  1,000  persons  per  square  mile 
over  the  whole  area  of  Ireland.  It  was 
quite  evident  that  that  gentleman  knew 
nothing  of  the  oountry.  At  all  events, 
there  would  be,  according  to  *'  Blacker," 
many  thousands  who  would  be  planted  in 
bog,  without  any  possibility  of  maintaining 
their  existenoe.  BoTOrting  to  what  is 
ealled  the  insecnrity  of  tenure  in  Ireland, 
it  has  been  said  that  tenants- at- will  are 
synonymous  with  insecurity  of  tenure.  But 
sorely  the  landlords  of  Ireland  would  not 
he  so  dishonest,  or  actuated  by  sneh  base 
uotiTes,  that  if  a  tenant  did  his  duty  to  the 
fend  they  would  ejeet  him,  or  that  ss  a 
general  rale  he  would  be  under  the  appre- 
hension that  liis  tennre  vas  ineeeure.  I 
do  not  helieve  that  that  is  the  case,  and  I 
regard  the  adroeacy  of  the  doctrine  known 
as  tenant  right  as  calculated  to  do  a  great 
deal  of  miacbief;  it  would  bring  no  benefit 
to  the  occupier  of  the  land,  and  has  the 
effect  of  leading  him  to  form  risionary 
hopes  and  expectations  which  never  could 
be  realised.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the 
Return  I  hold  in  my  hand  does  not  bear 
oat  the  gloomy  statements  of  hon.  Mem* 
hers  on  this  branch  of  the  sobject.  I 
am  happy  to  say  there  is  a  great  im- 

CVTOment  in  Uie  relations  hteween  land- 
rd  and  tenant  in  Ireland.  This  is 
shown  bgr  the  diminutiim  in  tlie  number 
of  erietions  that  hare  taken  plaee.  In 
1849  the  nnmber  aetnally  evietra  for  non- 
payment oS  rent  amounted  to  72,065  per- 
sons; in  1850,  to  74,171;  but  in  1864  the 
number  was  7,889,  and  in  1863,  7,883. 
The  diminution  is  really  not  only  roost  sa- 
tisfactory but  most  remarkable.  My  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Londonderry  said 
he  believed  the  Returns  last  year  with  re- 
ference to  the  eropa  wera  mneh  oremted. 


In  antioipation  of  this  Motion,  I  have  taken 
the  pains  to  aseertain,  by  eveiy  means  in 
my  power,  from  poor-law  inspectors  in  the 
different  districts,  and  others  well  ae- 
quainttsd  with  the  condition  of  the  poor, 
what  was  tho  general  feeling.  The  harvest 
returns  afford  very  interesting  topics  of 
consideration.  The  right  hon.  Member 
for  Limerick  observed  that  the  potato  crop 
had  been  of  extraordinary  magnitude.  The 
rate  of  produce  of  potatoes  last  year  was 
actually  double  that  of  the  unfavourable 
Tears  of  1860, 1861.  and  1862.  Itwasalso 
higher  than  the  rate  for  the  higlily  favour- 
able years  1856,  1857.  1858,  and  1859. 
The  total  produee  of  potatoes  last  year 
was  4,312,367  tons,  or  a  million  tons 
more  than  in  1863.  The  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  for  Queen's  County  (Colonel 
Dunne)  spoke  disparagingly  of  the  increase 
of  the  growth  of  flax  in  Ireland,  but  I  re- 
gard the  matter  in  a  different  light.  The 
Qovemment  had  been  urged  by  gentle- 
men interested  in  the  welfare  of  Ireland 
to  encourage  the  growth  of  flax  in  that 
country,  and  they  had  accordingly  sent 
qualified  persons  into  different  counties 
to  instruct  small  farmers  in  the  cullivstion 
of  that  crop.  The  result  was  that  an 
enormous  return  had  been  derived  from  it 
daring  the  last  year.  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  fbr  Dnngarran  and  oUien  de- 
serve much  credit  for  their  exertions  m 
promoting  tiie  eztenuoo  of  ihin  useful 
erop.  When  I  stated  at  the  opening  of 
the  Session  that  the  value  of  the  flax  erop 
in  Ireland  last  year  was  over  £4,000,000, 
my  estimate  was  questioned;  but,  on  in- 
quiry, I  learn  from  Sir  Robert  Kane  that 
the  amount  is  nearer  £4,600,000.  We 
have  now  87,843  acres  more  than  in 
the  year  before  last  under  cultivation  for 
flax.  In  1864  the  number  of  acres  was 
301,942.  while  in  1863  it  was  only 
214,099,  Then,  again,  the  wheat  erop 
shows  a  satifactory  rate  of  pro^ss.  The 
produce  fell  off  very  mneh  m  tho  wet 
BOflsons  of  1861  and  1862;  but  last  year 
it  wM  higher  than  the  average  of  the 
four  good  years  1856  to  1859  inelusire. 
The  estimated  average  produce  of  wheat 
per  statute  acre  is  also  grati^ing.  Thus, 
we  flud  potatoes,  wheat,  and  flax,  all 
showing  an  increase  compared  with  the 
yield  in  the  provioos  year.  In  fact,  the 
only  crops  which  last  year  in  any  way 
disappointed  the  expectations  entertained, 
were  hay,  which  was  below  the  average, 
and  oats,  whieh  was  not  so  fiivoorable  as 
in  1863.    On  ihf>^^Mh}(M^t 
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aubmift  tliat  the  ooDditioa  of  Ireland 
jutifiea  that  paragraph  in  the  Queen's 
Speech  to  which  alluiion  had  been  made, 
and  that  the  Btatistics  show  that  there 
is  a  satisfactory  improTemeDt  in  the 
atate  of  Ireland.  A  diminution  of  offences 
is  also  observable  in  the  crimlDal  statistics. 
Agrarian  murders  for  instance,  which  used 
to  be  so  numerous  in  I835-37>  being  then 
eighty,  seventy,  and  fifty  in  a  year,  last 
year  amounted  to  only  two.  I  am  willing 
to  own  that  in  two  districts  in  the  part  of 
the  country  represented  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  spoke  last,  and  in  Qalway 
there  has  been,  and  still  is,  considerable 
diitresB;  but  the  rest  of  the  island  is  in  a 
far  better  condi^on  than  formerly.  On 
the  6raC  night  of  the  Session,  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Marylebone  (Lord 
Fermoj)  startled  as  by  declaring  that  the 
poor-rate  in  Oalway  was  llf.  in  the 
pound,  but  on  inquiry  I  find  it  is  only 
2t.  Id.  That  shows  how  cautions  we 
should  be  in  making  or  accepting  hasty 
atateraents  of  that  kind.  I  am  glad  to  be 
able  to  say  that  the  savings  banks  also 
show  an  advance.  According  to  latest 
atatistios  rendered  in  October,  1864,  there 
are  not  less  than  £8,000,000  of  savings  in 
the  National  and  in  the  provincial  banks 
in  Ireland,  and  in  the  eight  principal  banks 
the  aggregate  amount  of  private  balances 
ia  over  £14.000.000.  There  is  a  very  in- 
teresting aeeount  in  the  report  of  the  Post- 
master General  of  the  Post  Office  Banks  in 
Ireland.  More  than  £160,000  ia  now  in- 
rated  in  these  institutional  and  that  be- 
tokens the  prevalence  of  a  thrifty  spirit 
among  the  people,  which  it  is  to  he  hoped 
will  continne  to  spread,  I  might  refer  to 
the  trade  of  Belfast  and  Dublin,  as  illus- 
trative of  the  general  improvement.  The 
linen  trade  of  the  north  ol  Ireland  was  last 
year  conspicnous  for  the  snccess  which  it 
enjoyed.  Notwithstanding  the  high  rate  of 
discount  and  the  failures  in  England,  there 
was  not  a  single  failure  of  any  importance 
in  that  branch  of  industrial  enterprise  in  Ire- 
land, The  fishery  retuma  of  Dublin  Bay  are 
also  most  satiafaelory.  I  have  received  a 
letter  from  a  gentleman  competent  to  judge 
of  the  state  of  the  fisheries,  and  he  assured 
me  that  daring  many  mentha  of  the  last 
year  the  receipts  of  the  fiaheriea  in  Dablin 
Bay  alone  amounted  to  £40,000  a  month. 
1  may  point  to  tlie  private  Bills  as  another 
indication  of  the  generally  prosperous  state 
of  Ireland.  About  fifty  Bills  come  this 
Session  from  Ireland  for  gas,  railway,  and 
Other  works.    For  the  reaioii  atated  by 


my  hon.  Fri«td,  the  Ohaoeellor  of  the 
Eichequer,  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Oeu' 
tieman  oppoute  mnnot  be  aoeeded  to.  and 
I  trust  he  will  not  press  it  to  a  division.  I 
frankly  own  that  the  state  of  Ireland  is 
not  all  that  could  be  desired.  I  should 
like  to  see  it  prospering  more  than  it  is, 
but  there  is  great  progress.  I  quite  admit 
with  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  there  are 
districts  which  have  not  shared  the  prospe- 
rity we  see  in  other  districts,  hut  I  would 
put  it  to  hon.  Members  and  to  the  country 
whether,  from  the  statisiics  which  I  have 
submitted,  and  which  I  have  endeavoured 
to  lay  before  tlie  House  without  exaggera- 
tion, there  are  nut  some  grounds  for  a  feel- 
ing of  lati^^ion  at  the  improvemept  of 
the  country.  And  this  improvement  in- 
dieates  not  only  present  results,  but  future 
progress.  The  hon.  Gentleman  taunted 
me  with  entertaining  the  belief  that  there 
was  a  better  time  coming  for  Ireland.  I 
do  believe  that  there  is  a  brighter  future 
for  that  country.  Let  us  at  all  events  hope 
and  believe  that  there  is.  You  may  blame 
the  Government  if  you  please  for  the  course 
of  legislation.  You  may  say  that  the  Go- 
vernment has  not  done  all  that  it  could  have 
done;  bnt  I  do  say  that  when  you  aee 
education  extending  throughout  the  coun- 
try; when  you  see  trade,  manufactures, 
and  industrial  enterprise  gaining  ground, 
I  am  justified  in  saying  that  the  country 
has  made  progress.  I  do  not  like  to  hear 
it  said  that  the  people  of  Ireland  are  de- 
baaed  and  disaffeeted.  I  will  not  share  in 
that  language.  For  my  part,  I  look  for 
better  times,  and  I  think  tiiey  are  comiug, 
but  if  in  the  opiuion  of  some  I  shonld  be 
thought  too  sanguine,  at  least  I  think  the 
House  will  give  the  Government  the  credit 
of  endeavouring  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  country.  The  Liberal  party  has 
for  a  great  number  of  years  held  the  reins 
of  power.  For  thirty-four  years,  with  slight 
interruptions,  they  have  administered  the 
affairs  of  the  country,  and  they  are  asked 
what  have  they  done.  Well,  Uie  Govern- 
ment may  point  to  a  number  of  measurea, 
especially  that  great  one  of  education 
passed  during  that  period,  ehurch-rate  tax- 
ation abolished,  tithes— a  source  of  so  much 
strife  and  bloodshed— placed  on  the  land 
proprietor,  the  Irish  Poor  Law  establislied, 
and  by  successive  amendments  rendered 
more  liberal  and  beneficial  in  its  operation. 
From  this  enumeration  I  think  the  IIouso 
will  not  deny  to  the  Government  the  credit, 
if  no  more,  of  an  honest  and  earnest  endea- 
vour to  bring  abc^^tfl 
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many  diflSouhies  with  which  ne  have  been 
SDiTOunded,  that  stale  of  things  which  re- 
preUDts  the  material  and  permanent  ioi- 
prorement  of  the  coontrj. 

Lord  R0££BT  CECIL :  Brer  since 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  has  filled  the  office 
vhieh  he  has  ooenpied  with  so  mnoh  edifi- 
eation,  and  I  am  bonnd  to  say  also  with  so 
mneh  amusement,  to  the  House — ever 
siooe.  I  say  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
given  the  House  the  pleasure  of  his  ser- 
vices in  that  post  —  I  have  observed  that 
every  year  we  have  had  a  somewhat  ani- 
mated conflict  between  him  and  the  Irish 
Members,  and  the  plan  of  the  conflict  has 
always  been  this: — The  Irish  Members 
have  come  to  the  House  and  have  said, — 
"  Our  constituents  are  starving.  We  have 
the  testimony  of  the  priests,  who  know  tbe 
people,  that  they  are  starving.  We  live 
among  our  constituents  ourselves,  and  we 
know  their  distress."  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Chief  Secretary  has  replied,  "  I  assure 
jon,  mj  hon.  Fnends,  that  you  are  en- 
tirely wrong,  and  that  if  the  people  of  Ire- 
land think  they  are  starving  they  make  the 
greatest  mistake  in  the  world.  I  have  been 
sitting  in  my  office  and  studying  columns 
of  figures,  and  I  can  assure  yon  that  the 
Irish  people,  whatever  their  stomachs  may 
seem  to  represent  to  them,  really  are  not 
starving.  The  hon.  Members  for  Queen's 
County  and  Cionmel  may  talk  of  the  dis- 
tress of  their  constituents,  but  I  have  been 
in  Dublin  Bay,  I  have  been  oorresponding 
with  tbe  fishermen,  and  I  know  that  tbe 
fisheries  in  Dublin  Bay  are  first-rate  ;  and 
as  long  as  the  fisheries  in  Dublin  Bay  are 
first-rate'  Queen's  County  and  Ch>nmel  can- 
not starve."  I  am  going  to  do  a  very  bold 
thing.  Id  the  few  omervations  which  I  shall 
address  to  the  House  I  intend  to  assome 
that  when  the  Irish  people  believe  the 
testimony  of  their  stomachs,  and  disbelieve 
the  testimony  of  the  Chief  Secretary's 
figures  they  are  right  and  be  is  wrong.  I 
am  bonnd,  however,  to  say  that  although 
he  spoke  in  a  confident  tone  I  suspect  that 
a  suspicion  of  the  truth  crossed  the  mind 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  because  after 
a  short  and  mysterious  communication  with 
the  more  practised  wisdom  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Ezobeqner,  just  towards  the 
elose  of  his  speech  be  addressed  to  us  a 
kind  of  appeal  that  if  his  sanguine  ho^es 
as  to  the  prosperons  eondition  of  the  Irish 
people  were  an  illusion,  at  all  events  we 
should  not  dispel  that  delusion.  Now,  1 
confess  that  I  wish  for  Ireland  aometliing 
better  than  the  Barmeeide'a  feast  to  which 


tbe  hon.  Gentleman  desires  to  introduce 
her.  He  has  acknowledged  one  fact  which 
no  delusion  can  alter.  He  has  acknow- 
ledged the  fact  that  the  population  of  Ire- 
land is  draining  awaj  year  by  year ;  that 
those  who  In  any  future  complications  in 
which  this  country  may  be  involved  would 
be  looked  to  fight  her  battles  are  going 
away  at  tbe  rate  of  an  army  a  year,  and 
are  going  away,  I  am  afraid  in  too  many 
instances,  to  fall  into  the  ronks  of  our  most 
hitter  and  most  determined  enemies.  But 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  tells  you  with 
much  frankness,  "  I  admit  that  human 
beings  are  diminishing,  but  at  all  events 
sheep  are  multiplying."  and  as  be  congra- 
tulates himself  with  the  thought  that  the 
produce  of  Ireland  in  future  days  is  to  be 
what  it  has  been  in  the  past,  be  no  doubt 
looks  forward  to  a  period  more  peaceable 
and  more  comfortable  for  himself,  when  it 
will  be  sheep  and  not  Irishmen  over  whom 
he  will  have  to  mle.  An  hon.  Friend  of 
mine  makes  an  observation  which  ought 
not  to  be  lost,  that  under  those  circum- 
stances he  will  probably  be  able  to  fleece 
them  more  easily.  I  did  not  rise  so  much 
to  reply  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  to 
say  a  word  with  reference  to  his  remarks 
upon  the  subject  of  tenant-right.  I  feel 
that  between  the  position  of  tbe  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tbe  Member  for  Limerick  (Mr. 
Monsell),  who  has  advanced  doctrines  wbich 
he  will  find  it  difficult  to  persuade  any 
House  of  Commons  to  adopt,  and  tbe  cari- 
catured assertion  of  the  rights  of  landlords 
which  has  fallen  from  the  month  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  Robert  Peel),  it 
wOt  be  somewhat  difficult  for  a  humble 
Member  of  this  House  to  steer  his  way. 
My  own  impression  is  that  any  measure 
which  alters  Uie  existing  state  ot  property 
as  between  any  two  men,  be  they  landlord 
and  tenant,  or  any  one  else,  must,  disguise 
it  how  you  may,  partake  of  the  nature  of 
confiscation.  On  the  other  hand,  I  cannot 
agree  with  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
tbe  state  of  land  tenure  in  Ireland  is  all 
that  could  be  desired.  You  must  remem- 
ber this,  the  distinguishing  point  between 
tbe  state  of  Ireland  and  that  of  this  coun- 
try— that  in  the  former  leases  are  very 
rare.  Why  are  leases  more  rare  there  than 
here  f  Because  it  has  not  been  the  custom 
of  the  country  to  give  them.  And  how  did 
Uiat  custom  of  the  country  emne  about  ?  X 
fear  from  the  penal  laws  which  forbade  the 
granting  of  leases  to  the  members  of  tbnt 
futh  to  which  tiie  great  hodv  of  the  pea- 
santry of  Ireland  belong.   TbeiMfud  jwrs 
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hare  been  abolished,  but  if  that  u  the  caae. 
thoDgh  joa  must  presenre  with  the  most 
nunA  iwpeet  the  rights  of  the  landlords, 
■till  U  becomes  yon  to  inquire  with  eare 
whether  anjthiog  ean  be  done  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  the  peasantrj,  which  is,  to 
some  extent,  the  result  of  former  legisla- 
tion. It  seems  to  me  that  a  great  deal 
might  be  done  bj  altering  the  presumption 
of  the  law.  In  England,  where  it  is  the  cus- 
tom to  ftrant  leases  and  there  is  no  sgree- 
ment,  there  is  no  presumption  in  favour 
of  compensation.  In  a  country  like  Ire- 
land, where  the  custom  is  in  the  opposite 
direction,  it  seems  lo  me  that  the  pre- 
sumption might  be  in  faronr  of  compensa- 
tion. However,  I  only  throw  that  out  as 
an  idea  which  occurs  to  me,  and  I  do  not 
Tenture  to  put  my  own  opinion  against 
that  of  persons  who  know  the  country 
better.  I  am  most  anxiona  to  aay  a  few 
worda  with  referenee  to  the  doctrines 
which  we  heard  earlier  in  the  evening 
from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
He  seemed  to  lay  down  doctrines  with  re- 
spect  to  the  granting  of  aid  to  Ireland 
which,  though  undoubtedly  they  were  in- 
spired by  the  most  patriotic  desire  to  spare 
the  national  purse,  seemed  to  me  loo  hard 
and  too  theoretical  for  the  actual  condi- 
tion of  Ireland  on  the  historical  foots  to 
which  that  oonditioo  is  due.  The  prin- 
ciple of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  as  I 
understood  it,  was  diia-^that  you  have  no 
right,  except  under  very  exceptional  eir- 
eumataneea,  to  make  any  gift  to  the  people 
^  Ireland  for  which  yon  must  seek  re- 
sources in  the  taxation  of  the  rest  of  the 
people  of  the  eonntry.  That  was  the 
principle  by  virtae  of  which  I  understood 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  deprecated  the 
nndertaking  of  public  works  specially  de- 
voted to  Ireland,  exemptions  from  taxa- 
tion specially  bestowed  upon  Ireland,  and. 
lastly,  any  considerable  system  of  arterial 
drainage,  such  as  was  recommended  by 
my  hon.  Friend.  Before  yon  can  decide 
what  is  the  remedy  for  Irish  distress, 
you  must  aseertain  what  is  its  cause. 
Sxeept  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Chief 
Secretary,  we  all  admit  that  Ireland  is  dis- 
tressed. From  what  docs  that  distress  arise? 
What  is  the  reason  tiiat  a  people  with  so 
bountiful  a  aoil,  with  such  enormous  re- 
aoorees,  lag  so  far  b^iud  the  English  in 
the  raoe  f  Some  say  thst  is  to  be  found 
in  the  oharacter  of  the  Celtic  race  ;  but  I 
look  to  France  and  I  see  a  Celtic  race 
there  going  forward  in  the  path  of  prospe- 
rity with  most  rapid  strides ;  I  believe  at 
ZordMert  CmI 


the  present  moment  more  rapidly  than 
England  herself.  Some  people  say  it  is  to 
be  found  in  the  Roman  CathoUe  religion ; 
bat  I  look  to  Belginm  and  I  find  there  s 
people  second  to  none  in  Europe,  exeept 
the  English,  for  industry,  singularly  pro- 
sperous, considering  the  small  space  of 
country  that  they  occupy,  having  improved 
to  the  utmost  the  natursl  resources  of  that 
country,  but  distinguished  among  all  the 
peoples  of  Europe  for  the  earnestness  and 
intensity  of  their  Roman  Catholic  belief. 
Therefore,  I  cannot  say  that  the  cause  of 
tiie  Irish  distress  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Roman  Catiiolic  religion.  An  boo.  Friend 
near  me  says  that  it  arises  from  the  Irish 
people  listening  to  deroagogves.  I  have 
as  much  dislike  to  demagogues  as  he  has, 
but  when  I  look  to  the  Nortiiem  Stalea 
of  America  I  see  there  a  people  who 
listen  to  demagogues,  but  who  undeebt- 
edly  have  not  been  wanting  in  material 

Erosperity.  It  eannot  be  demagogues, 
Romanism,  or  the  Celtic  race.  What, 
then,  is  it  ?  I  am  afraid  that  the  one  thing 
which  has  been  peenliar  to  Ireland  has 
been  the  Government  of  England.  The 
comparison  between  the  condition  of  Eng- 
land and  that  of  Ireland  is,  no  doubt,  a 
very  painful  spectacle,  but  when  did  the 
vast  prosperity  which  England  now  enjoys 
arrive  ?  She  bos,  no  doubt,  been  prepar- 
ing for  it  tbrougliout  her  history,  but  its 
great  apring  took  place  aimnltaueously 
with  the  great  advance  in  meehaoicu 
knowledge  which  we  may  plaee  in  the 
middle  en  the  last  eentary.  What  was 
then  the  condition  of  Irdand  with  respect 
to  England?  When  I  heard  the  elo- 
quent speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  and  the  rigorous  doctrines  he 
seemed  to  be  laying  dowu,  I  could  not 
help  remembering  words  which  fell  from 
tiie  mouth  of  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer not  inferior  lo  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman in  fame,  which  seemed  to  me  to 
diminish  very  materially  the  force  of  his 
observations.  They  were  the  words  of 
Mr.  Pitt  uttered  on  the  22nd  of  Febmsry, 
1785,  when  he  was  lajing  the  foundation 
of  the  present  intercourse  between  the  two 
coantries.  In  his  speeoh  on  that  occasion 
he  described  what  nod  been  tho  legisla- 
tion of  England  with  rq^rd  to  Iraand, 
and  what  restrietions  hi^  been  imposed 
upon  the  latter  country  ;  and  I  think  that 
when  you  hear  those  restrictions  described 
in  his  words  yon  will  be  at  no  loss  to 
point  to  the  cause  ot  the  inferiority  in 
commeroial  proapegt|  wbK|Qg|Qg|^w 
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exhibits.    Tbete  Are  the  words  of  Mr. 

Pitt:— 

"Tbtt  House  would  recolleot  that  from  the 
ReToloUon  to  aperlod  withio  the  memoi?  of  ererj 
iBMi  who  beard  bfaH,  the  eifrtem  h«d  been  that  of 
Mmniag  ^oIukI  Aim  tbe  enjojmeat  Mid  nee  of 
ber  ovn  rewHuvee ;  to  muLe  tbe  kingdom  oom- 
pletelj  labserrieiit  to  tbe  interesta  ftnd  opulence 
of  this  countrjr,  without  eafllBring  her  to  share  in 
the  bounties  of  natore,  in  the  indnstty  of  ber 
eitiMDff,  or  Baking  then  oratribute  to  tbe  general 
intaietta  and  ttrmglli  of  Ota  onpiro,  TUa  sys- 
tem of  onwl  and  woninable  reatraint  had,  how* 
ever,  been  exploded.  It  was  at  onoe  harsh  and 
Di^juat,  and  it  was  as  impolitic  as  it  was  oppres- 
rire :  for,  bowerer,  neeenarf  it  might  be  to  the . 
partial  beneSt  of  distriota  in  Britain,  it  promoted 
not  tiie  real  prosperity  and  strength  of  the  empire. 
That  which  bad  been  tbe  system,  oounteraoted  the 
kindness  of  ProTldeooe,  and  suspended  the  indus- 
try and  tbe  enterprise  of  man.  Irriand  was  pat 
nndw  snob  restraint  that  she  was  ifaiit  oat  mm 
every  species  of  oommeroe;  was  restrained 
from  sending  the  produce  of  her  own  soil  to  foreign 
markets ;  and  all  correspondence  with  the  colonies 
of  Britain  was  prohibited  to  ber,  so  that  she 
•ould  not  derife  their  commodities  bat  tlirough 
^  neAnm  of  Britain."— [Amsoni;  Fart,  mi- 
luy,  xxr.  SIT.] 

That  is  Mr.  Pitt's  account  of  tbe  state  of 
Irelnad,  and  can  yon,  let  me  ask,  nov 
fiiirly  apply  to  that  oouotrj  your  hard 
mazims  of  political  economy?  Can  yon 
tell  her  that  the  race  is  open  to  al),  that 
there  is  a  hit  field  and  no  favonr,  and  that 
she  must  be  dealt  vith  on  the  same  prin- 
ciples as  tbe  rest  of  tbe  United  Kingdom, 
seeing  that  yon  tn  past  generations  deprived 
her  0?  her  capital,  ond  that  the  means  on 
which  ber  prosperity  might  be  built  up, 
were  made,  as  Ur.  Pitt  says,  snhservient 
to  tbe  interests  of  Oreat  Britain  f  It  is  a 
mere  mocltery,  first  to  bind  her  hand  and 
foot,  and  then  to  tell  her  to  ran  a  race 
with  other  countries  which  depend  on  their 
own  resources.  If  you  had  treated  her 
Isirir.  and  had  not  preriously  deprived  ber 
of  the  power  of  rivalling  you  in  the  race, 
then  I  shoold  say  (hat  the  maxims  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  were  perfectly 
applicable  and  just.  But  jou  mast  hea'r 
in  mind  that  capital  once  taken  away  from 
ft  eonntry,  is  difficult  to  get  back  ;  that  the 
■nperiorily  in  trade  secured  by  snoh  places 
>B  Idverpoid  and  Uanehester,  eannot  easily 
be  wrung  from  them  again ;  that  it  is  hard 
to  revive  industry  once  killed,  and  that  you 
who  have  brought  about  these  evils — 
though  it  may  be  in  former  times — though 
you  are  no  longer  morally  responsible  for 
them,  and  thoogh  yoor  own  Government 
of  Ireland  has  heen  benignant,  and  kind, 
and  just  — we  bound  to  repair  the  erils 
joor  ffttban  hftve  done^  and  u  lar  u  pos- 


sible to  contribute  to  the  restoration  of  that 
happiness  and  prosperity  which  by  their 
action  was  destroyed.  These  are  the 
general  principles  on  which  I  think  you 
should  proceed,  and  T  advance  them  only 
to  meet  what  seem  to  me  to  be  the  too 
harsh  and  restrictive  principles  of  (he  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.  As  a  practical 
question  I  see  all  the  difficulties  by  which 
the  subject  is  surrounded.  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  with 
respect  to  the  danj^r  which  accompanies 
anything  in  the  shape  of  an  absolute  gift, 
and  as  to  the  risk  that  that  which  was 
intended  for  the  deserving  and  industnous; 
should  in  reality  fall  to  tbe  lot  of  the  idle 
the  rapamoos,  and  the  corrupt.  Great 
difficulties  will,  no  donbt,  be  incident  to 

Sour  action  in  tbe  matter,  but  still  I  be- 
eve  that  much  might  be  effected.  I  am 
of  opinion  that  such  general  improvements 
as  those  which  have  been  pointed  out  by 
my  hon.  Friend  near  me,  may  be  safely 
afforded  by  the  Government,  while  I  think 
that,  by  lending  its  aid  it  would  be  taking 
a  course  calculated  to  rescue  Ireland  from 
her  present  state  of  distress,  to  increase 
the  general  strength  of  the  empire,  and  to 
remove  something  like  a  moral  slur  from 
tbe  honour  of  En^and. 

Ub.  OBBGORY  said,  that  althoagh  he 
represented  a  part  of  Irebtnd  in  which  the 
utmost  misery  and  discontent  prevailed,  he 
was  hound  to  admit  that  if  the  Cbancellttr 
of  the  Bxchequer  were  to  gin  him  eoitc 
blanehe  in  the  matter  of  expenditure,  to  d« 
what  he  thought  best  for  tbe  good  of  the 
coontry,  he  should  feel  he  was  in  a  most 
difficult  position,  for  although  he  might  he 
enabled  to  alleviate  the  distress  for  the 
moment,  the  production  of  a  permanent 
effect  by  the  mere  expenditnre  of  a  grant 
of  money  would,  he  felt,  be  beyond  hts 
power.  He  said  so  because  there  were 
other  than  mere  physical  causes  at  work 
in  Ireland.  These  were  moral  evils  which 
rankled  and  festered  throughout  the  whole 
social  body  of  Ireland,  and  till  these  were 
removed  palliations  would  he  of  little  use. 
Where  general  discontent  existed  there 
was  a  dislike  of  the  laws,  and  a  popa- 
lation  sympathising  with  the  breakers 
the  law.  and  the  consequence  was  that 
capital  fled,  and  with  the  absence  of  capi- 
tal of  course  eame  want  of  employment 
and  the  destitution  resulting  from  snob  a 
slate  of  things.  To  improve  tbe  condition 
of  Ireland  various  remedies  were  proposed. 
An  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  of  his  seemed 
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people  to  adopt  woald  be  to  barn  all  Ibe 
Hancbeiter  nianufaotures  and  to  dotbe 
themnlTea  in  linaejwoobej,  wbile  tbe  bon. 
Uembw  for  tbe  Seng's  Gonntj  argued  in 
faroor  of  the  reclamation  of  waste  lands. 
For  hia  own  part,  he  objected  to  anjr 
Bch«ne  in  wbieb  the  Gofernment  was  to 
enter  as  a  partner,  and  be  wished  to  lajr 
•o  tbe  more  diatinetly  beoause  he  had  seen 
in  local  newspapers  articles  written  to 
enforce  the  view  that  tho  Government 
ought  in  some  way  to  encourage  manu- 
facturers in  Ireland.  If  tbey  did,  it  would 
proTO  a  costly  failure.  Now,  everybody 
was  aware  that  manufaetnres  depended 
on  capital,  and  that  that  eonld  be  attracted 
only  by  the  hope  on  the  part  of  the  indi- 
Tiduals  possessing  it  to  find  remnnerative 
employment  for  their  money.  While, 
howeTer,  he  was  on  Uie  tnhject  of  manu* 
&etareB  he  wished  to  say  a  word  on  what 
seemed  to  be  a  wide-spread  opinion  in 
England,  that  it  was  impossible,  owing  to 
physical  considerations — such,  for  example 
as  the  absence  of  coal — to  establish  manu- 
factures in  Ireland.  He  bad  the  other 
day  attended  an  interesting  lecture  which 
had  been  delivered  in  Dublin  by  Sir  Robert 
Kane.  He  bad  estimated  the  cost  of  the 
motive  power  in  English  maQufaetoriea  at 
1|  per  cent,  wages  at  30  per  cent,  and 
interest  on  capital  at  10  per  cent.  In 
Ireland  the  cost  of  coal  might  amount  to 
2{  per  cent,  or  1  per  cent  more  than  Eng- 
}uM,  but  that  would  have  been  eounter- 
baluced  by  tbe  wages  being  less.  Be 
that  as  it  might,  everybody  eonfenant 
with  Ireland  anew  there  wu  something 
ra^nlly  wrong  in  her  condition,  hut  how 
a  remedy  was  to  be  pronded  was  a  qnes- 
tion  by  which  all  were  more  or  less  puz- 
zled. If,  however,  Ireland,  insteaa  of 
being  placed  to  tbe  west  of  England  had 
been  located  midway  between  England  and 
France,  he  believed  she  would  be  either 
the  best  governed,  most  prosperons,  and 
most  contented  portion  of  Her  Majesty's 
deminions,  or  one  of  the  best  governed, 
most  prosperous,  and  most  loyal  depart- 
ments of  the  French  empire.  As  it  was, 
in  DO  countn  in  Europe,  except  perhaps 
Poland  or  Turkey  waa  there  such  wide- 
spread miieiy  and  diseontent  as  were  to 
M  fonnd  in  Gdway  and  Limeriok ;  no- 
where Buefa  disaffeedon,  for  that  waa  the 
proper  word,  as  in  the  sister  kingdom  of 
the  richest,  beat  governed,  most  loyal 
kingdom  of  the  world.  It  was  east  in 
ibeir  teeth  that  it  was  their  own  fault, 
and  that  there  was  aomething  inferior  in 
Ur.  (S^wy 


the  Celtic  race.  Tbe  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Robert  Cecil)  had  dealt  rightly  with  that 
assertim  He  denied  that  the  Celtie  race 
was  the  cause  of  Ireland's  misery.  He 
did  not  believe  that  Frovidenee  had  or- 
dained that  that  race  should  be  great 
and  prosperons  in  other  lands,  but  that 
in  Ireland  it  should  oontinne  to  grovel 
in  wretchedness  as  long  as  the  sun  and 
moon  endured.  That  reasoning  might 
go  down  in  England,  but  foreign  coon- 
Irics  were  of  a  different  opinion,  as  tbey 
shotted  us  in  their  literature,  if  not  in 
their  diploroatie  despatches,  when  tbey 
advised  us  not  to  try  to  remove  the  mot« 
from  their  eyes  while  the  beam  remained 
in  our  own.  They  hid  us  look  at  Canada 
and  other  countries,  where  Irishmen  ad- 
vanced to  wealth  and  station  as  merch- 
ants, men  of  letters,  and  statesmen.  They 
piMnted  out  that  in  Canada  the  Irish  people 
were  loyal  and  contented — a  remarkable 
instance  of  what  a  change  of  eouutry 
would  effect — and  tliat  in  the  event  of  a 
war  with  America  they  would  be  the  first 
to  resist  an  invasion — prompted,  as  tbey 
would  be  and  bad  been,  by  tbe  Roman 
Catholic  prelates.  At  the  time  of  tbe 
Trent  difficulty  with  the  United  States 
addresses  were  issued  to  their  flocks  by 
two  Roman  Catholic  prelates  -in  Canada 
inculcating  loyalty  to  the  British  Throne, 
for,  said  they,  under  no  form  of  government 
could  they  find  greater  freedom  or  more 
equal  laws  than  nnder  the  British  role  as 
tbey  experienced  it  in  Canada.  Does  any 
bon.  Member  think  that  in  case  IreUud 
waa  menaced  by  an  invasion  from  France 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  prelates  could 
with  truth  or  justice  issue  such  an  address? 
He  hsd  no  intention  of  attacking  the  Go- 
vernment, neither  did  be  accuse  them  of 
any  act  of  atrocity  ;  but  be  did  say  that, 
with  the  exception  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  the  Chief  Secretary,  the  Govern- 
ment appeared  to  ignore  the  very  existence 
of  the  country.  The  right  bon.  Gentle- 
man said,  that  for  thirty-four  years  tho 
Liberal  party  had  been  doing  their  best 
for  Ireland,  Tbe  Irish  were  not  generally 
considered  an  ungrateful  people,  yet  littm 
evidence  of  their  appreciation  of  tlie  benefits 
eonferred  npon  them  by  tbe  Liberal  [wrtj 
would  be  afforded  by  the  state  of  the 
Ministerial  benches  after  tbe  next  general 
election,  when  scarcely  an  Irishman  would 
take  a  seat  where  a  few  years  ago  numbers 
of  enthusiastic  Irish  Members  were  to  bo 
found.  A  few  Irish  Members,  supported 
by  territorial  oonneeUon  or^.ffccAt,#opu- 
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krity,  viight  itiU  remaia  od  the  Goreni- 
ment  side,  but  the  hoik  of  the  others 
mnat,  if  thej  would  sare  themselves,  dis- 
ftTOW  all  eonneetion  with  that  part/.  That 
was  a  pretty  state  for  a  Liberal  GoTeroment 
to  brioff  itself  to.  He  wished  eompletelj 
and  fally  to  exonerate  his  right  hon.  Friend 
Sir  Robert  Peel  from  any  animadTeraions 
which  bad  been  directed  against  the  Go- 
Teroment, for  he  believed  a  more  lahoriona 
or  more  earnest  man  had  never  filled  his 
office.  He  believed  the  right  bon.  Gentle- 
man often  obtained  his  information  from 
wrong  quarters,  but  he  was  eonvinced  of 
his  anxious  and  earnest  desire  for  improv- 
ing the  condition  of  the  country  although 
he  had  not  the  power  to  carry  out  lits 
good  intentions.  He  (Mr  Gregory)  had 
always  said  in  debates  in  this  House  that 
Buocessive  Governments  had  adopted  a 
low,  mean  principle,  of  governing  Ire- 
land. They  thought  they  could  quiet 
it  by  patronage.  They  thought  that  by 
getting  hold  of  some  vehement,  perhaps 
welUmeaning  lawyer,  and  by  stopping  his 
mouth  with  a  good  plaee,  they  might 
quietly  sit  down  as  the  benefactors  of 
the  country — might  "  rest  and  he  thank- 
ful.** But  to  attempt  to  govern  Ireland 
by  the  mere  distribution  was  a  great 
mistake.  Every  one  would  admit  that 
for  many  years  there  had  not  been  so 
good  a  feeling  towards  England  as  there 
was  during  the  viceroyalty  of  Lord  Eg- 
lington.  Well,  that  certainly  had  not 
ariaen  from  the  noble  Lord's  adroit  nse  of 
patronage,  for  in  his  time  the  fructifying 
stream  ran  only  in  one,  and  that  a  very 
narrow  channel.  Neither  had  it  proceeded 
from  any  tampering  on  his  part  with  the 
extreme  PWty,  nor  from  his  lending  him- 
self to  the  designs  of  the  ultramontane 
Roman  Catholics.  The  antecedents  of  the 
noble  Lord,  moreover,  had  been  against 
him,  for  it  was  ho  that  had  destroyed  the 
Bill  for  establishing  diplomatic  relations 
with  the  Pope,  by  introducing  a  clause 
that  the  papal  emissary  should  not  be  au 
ecclesiastic.  Nevertheless,  the  Irish  peo- 
ple saw  in  Lord  Eglington  a  determined 
honest  man  who  had  set  his  heart  upon 
the  material  improvement  of  the  country, 
and  who  was  determined  either  to  carry 
onthis  plans  or  to  leave  Dublin.  More- 
over, they  saw  tlut  he  had  not  only  the 
will  but  the  power ;  the  cabinet,  to  their 
honour,  being  disposed  to  listen  to  his 
BUggestioDB.  This  created  a  spirit  of  con- 
fidence in  the  Qovernmentf  and  had  Lord 
B^iugton  contmned  Lord  Lieatenant  there 


would  have  been  a  great  and  favourable 
change  in  the  general  treatment  of  Ire- 
land. He  (Mr.  Gregory]  would  now  ad- 
vert, as  each  person  was  advocating  his 
own  nostrum,  to  matters  with  which  he  was 
specially  eanneeted.  There  were  two  snb- 
jeots  which  specially  interested  them  in  the 
west— one  vras  the  oonstmeUon  of  a  har- 
bonr  of  refuge,  and  the  other  was  the  drain- 
age of  the  Shannon.  He  overheard  an 
hon.  Member  say  that  he  was  coming  to 
the  Galway  Contract.  His  bon.  Friend  was 
perfectly  right,  he  was  just  about  to  refer 
to  it.  He  did  uot  believe  that  any  measure 
had  been  given  to  Ireland  for  many  yenre 
which  had  created  snch  a  general  feeling 
of  satisfaction  as  that  bad  done.  It  was 
not  a  mere  boon  to  a  western  city,  for  it 
had  called  into  play  the  energies  of  many 
other  cities,  and  bad  been  hailed  with  joy 
in  Waterford,  Belfast,  and  Dublin.  That 
contract  failed,  partly  through  gross  mta. 
management  and  parUy  through  the  strin- 
gent eottditiona  attached  to  it;  but  if  it 
had  eonUnued  he  should  not  have  been 
there  that  night  with  any  complaints  from 
Galway.  For  he  had  never  seen  in  his  life 
such  a  revolution  effected  in  so  short  a 
period  08  took  place  in  Galway  during  the 
short  time  the  contract  was  in  force.  What 
the  Galway  people  wanted  was  an  advance, 
and  some  small  concession  in  the  shape  of 
a  reduction  in  the  rate  of  interest ;  and 
here  he  could  not  help  remarking  on  the 
manner  in  Irhich  they  had  been  treated 
by  tb.e  Exchequer  Loan  Oommissionen. 
When  they  applied  for  money,  the  Exche- 
quer Loan  Commissioners  expressed  a  fear 
lest  they  should  make  a  graving  dock  at 
Galway  large  enough  for  Transatlantie 
steameni,  and  so  lead  to  a  revival  of  the 
annual  grant.  Of  course  they  wished  to 
have  such  a  dock,  for,  even  if  they  got  no 
grant,  they  cherished  the  hope  of  some 
day  having  a  line  of  steamers  of  their  own. 
But  when  the  people  of  Galway  wished  to 
borrow  money  and  offered  to  give  ample 
security  for  the  purpose  of  improving  their 
harbour  and  making  a  graving  dock  capable 
of  receivin|;  the  largest  Atlantic  steamers, 
the  Commissioners  were  instructed  to  look 
very  closely  into  the  details  of  the  pro- 
posed undertaking,  as  the  people  of  Galway 
might  have  some  ulterior  views  in  the 
matter.  But  was  not  sueh  a  proceeding 
on  the  part  of  Government  a  low,  mean, 
dirty  mode  of  treating  such  an  apnlieation  f 
Was  it  any  wonder  that  it  rankled  in  the 
minds  of  the  Irish  people  ?  With  regard 
to  the  Shannon  drainage  qnealion.  all  diat 
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tbe  Jnnh  people  vera  anzioaa  for  wai  that 
the  plnns  of  1837,  on  the  faith  of  which 
they  had  been  taxed  and  had  paid  the 
ntteimoat  farthing,  thonld  he  carried  oat 
b  their  entirety.  Tear  by  year  they  had 
flndeannred  to  bring  H  to  a  sneoeBsful 
iune,  and  year  by  year  they  bad  had  erery 
coBceiTable  difficnfty  thrown  in  their  way. 
He  was  not  prepared  then  to  enter  into  the 
far  deeper  qnestion  of  diBContent.  As  far 
as  the  physical  condition  of  the  country 
was  concerned,  it  wai  evident  that  Ireland 
was  passing  through  a  transition  state. 
From  an  agricultor^,  it  was  cbanging  to  a 
pastoral  country,  and  the  prooeas  naturally 
entniled  disaster  upon  many  of  the  smaller 
occupiers.  Freetrader  as  be  had  alwa^ 
been,  God  forbid  that  he  should  now  utter 
a  word  iu  derogation  of  that  policy  i  but 
remembering  that  Ireland  alone,  of  all 
Her  Majesty's  dominions,  had  eufibred 
depression  in  eonseqoenoe,  there  were  ob- 
liously  reasons  for  dealing  in  a  fiberal 
spirit  with  any  just  request  that  might  be 
put  forward.  He  trusted  the  Qoremment 
woold  take  these  things  seriously  to  heart, 
and,  having  heard  in  that  debate  the  ei- 
pression  of  a  vast  amount  of  discontent, 
would  endeaTonr  to  bring  about  a  sounder 
state  of  feeling,  thereby  making  Ireland 
tbe  right  hand  of  England's  strength  in- 
stead of  a  sonree  of  weakneas  aa  at 
present. 

Mb.  UAGUIRE  moved  the  adjonm- 
nent  of  the  debate.  There  were  mora 
than  a  dozen  Gentlemen  evenly  distribnted 
at  both  sides  of  the  House  who  wera  anx- 
ious to  take  part  in  a  diBonsuon  of  aneh 
moment  to  tbe  country. 

Motion  made,  and  Qnestion  proposed, 
*'  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjonmed"— 
(Mr.  Jfagmre.) 

TuoouRT  FALMERSTON:  I  think 
the  proposal  of  tbe  hon.  Gentleman  is 
rather  prematura.  It  is  only  a  quarter 
past  eleven  o*elock.  We  onght,  at  all 
events,  to  have  tbe  advantage  of  hearing 
two  or  three  additional  Members  before  we 
adjourn. 

Mb.  UAGUIRE  said,  he  should  press 
bis  Motion  to  a  division. 

But,  on  Mr.  Sfkakeb  having  put  the 
Question,  and  declaring  that  in  his  opinion 
the  Noes  have  it,  a  Division  was  not  called 
for. 

Motioii  MyofiMd. 
Debate  rawHAl, 


Mb.  MAGUIRE  explained  that  he  had 
not  troubled  the  House  to  divide,  as  be 
bad  been  given  to  understand  privately, 
that  after  twelve  o'clock  the  adjoominent 
of  the  debate  would  not  be  opposed.  Ho 
felt  boand  to  repudiate  the  absurd  doctrine 
which,  according  to  tbe  Member  for  Qal* 
way,  some  newspaper  writers  in  Ireland 
had  laid  down,  that  the  Government  ought 
to  assist  privote  enterprise  in  commercial 
and  manufacturing  undertakings.  For  bis 
own  part,  he  most  say  that  he  never  knew 
of  any  such  doctrine  put  forward  in  Ireland, 
either  in  writings  or  speeches;  and,  were 
it  put  forward  in  his  presence,  he  would 
be  the  first  to  repodiate  it,  as  false  and 
fatal — fatal  to  all  spirit  of  self-relianee. 
But  he  did  not  conceive  that  there  was 
any  loss  of  dignity  or  self-respect  on  the 
part  of  the  Irish  representatives  in  asking 
the  Administration  to  discharge  the  ordi- 
nary duties  of  government  by  aiding  in 
every  legitimate  manner  the  entOTprise, 
energy,  and  resolution  of  tbe  people  them- 
selves. In  the  city  of  Cork  there  was  uo 
desire  that  a  representative  should  oome 
to  London  and  appeal  to  Parliament  m 
JbrmA  pauperis.  On  the  contrary,  he 
should  regard  any  material  aid  from  the 
State,  in  a  mere  matter  of  private  enter- 
prize,  as  a  bar  to  its  success.  But  the 
Government  had  their  own  dotiea  to  dis- 
charge, duties  from  which  they  ought  not 
to  shrink ;  and  if  they  discharged  those 
duties,  they  might  then  fairly  leave  the 
rest  to  the  people  of  Ireland  themselves. 
He  hoped,  however,  that  when  any  Mem- 
ber of  the  Qovemment  nut  rose  to  speak 
upon  this  subject  he  would  borrow  some- 
thing of  the  tone,  manner,  and  feeling 
which  bad  distinguished  the  speedi  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Stamford  ;  for 
he  was  sorry  to  say  that,  except  when  the 
Treasury  Bench  bad  some  pet  scheme 
which  they  wished  to  carry,  there  was  a 
coldness  in  all  that  they  said  or  did  with 
regard  to  Ireland,  which  exereised  a  very 
ehilling  etbot  npon  the  people  of  that 
country.  Aversion  an4  dislike  wera  never 
long  in  being  reciprocated  ;  and  be  ahonid 
not  be  speaking  the  truth  if  he  did  not 
corroborate  tbe  statementa  mnAm  by  iht 
hon.  Members  for  Cloninel  and  Galwaj  as 
to  the  feeling  of  disaffection  at  present  in 
Ireland.  Scarcely  ever  in  the  history  of 
the  country  bad  that  fMling  been  so  str^mg, 
and  remembering  tbe  ezistwce  of  that 
general  distress  and  depression,  as  to  whidi 
every  Member  taking  part  in  tbe  debate 
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at.  When  trarelling  about  u  moDth  af^o 
with  a  Romoo  Catholic  bishop— one  of  the 
mut  dittingaished  prelatei  of  hn  Choroh, 
a  man  whose  ability  was  onljr  equalled  by 
his  amiability  of  character— that  emineDt 
man.  who  waa  a  deep  obaerver  of  paising 
efents,  auored  Mm  in  prinrteeonversation 
ibat  tn  ike  portion  of  the  country  with 
which  he  was  intimately  a«)uaialed  bo 
never  remembered  anything  like  the  pre- 
TDlcnt  feeling  of  disaffection,  which  was 
not  confined  to  the  labouring,  or  even  the 
farming  classes,  but  extended  to  those 
above  them.  Thero  was  a  feeling  of  utter 
recklessness  as  to  anything  that  might 
happen.  Now,  he  contended  that  was  not 
a  state  of  things  which  would  justify  the 
paragraph  in  the  Queen's  Speech  respect* 
ijig  the  existmce  of  peace  and  prosperity 
in  that  country.  But  Uie  right  hon.  Baro- 
net, the  Irish  Seoretary,  made  a  desperate 
effort  to  vindicate  the  truth  and  the  wisdom 
of  that  laudatory  paragraph.  Thus,  for 
tnstuoe,  he  endeaToared  to  prove  that 
emigration  was  falling  o£    How  did  he 

Itrore  it  f  By  comparing  the  o amber  that 
eft  Ireland  this  January,  as  compared  to 
the  proTiouB  January.  But  he  should  bear 
in  mind  that  during  the  mouth  when  storms 
raged,  and  the  coasts  of  these  islands  were 
fringeid  with  wreeks.  nearly  6,000  persons 
left  the  shores  of  Irelsnd  for  America. 
His  hon.  and  loHrned  Friend  (Ur.  Heo- 
neesy)  called  upon  the  GoTemment  to  as- 
sist the  arterial  drainage  of  the  country. 
The  QoTemment  were  bound  to  do  so 
on  two  grounds.  In  the  first  place,  they 
had  made  a  serions  blunder  in  their 
engineering,  which  had  done  injury  rather 
than  good  ;  and.  in  the  second  place,  the 
quesUon  of  arterial  drainage  was  one  that 
usamed  ao  Imperial  rather  than  a  local 
character.  As  to  the  reolamntioa  of  the 
waste  lands  of  Ireland  he  would  express 
no  opinion  at  present ;  it  was  one  of  those 
subjects  which  did  not  press  for  an  imme< 
diate  solution,  and  it  could  afford  to  wait 
till  another  time.  But  he  would  say  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  assist,  by 
wise  legislation,  in  the  improvement  of 
those  lands  which  were  not  waste,  but 
which  were  laid  out  in  farms  and  encircled 
by  boundaries,  lie  confessed  bo  thought 
more  of  the  16,000,000  acres  of  lands  in 
actual  occupation,  than  of  the  4,500,000 
oeresof  lands  which  were  said  to  be  partly 
reolaimable.  He  waa  sorry  to  hear  the 
disoouraging  allosiona  made  by  the  boo. 
Baronet  to  the  siibjeot  which  oocupied  the 
thoughts  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  to 


which  every  other  question  was  held  sub- 
ordinate. The  right  bon.  Gentleman  talked 
of  erroneous  notions  and  impracticable 
theories  with  respect  to  the  occupation  and 
tenure  of  land.  It  waa  absurd  for  the 
Oovemment  to  aay  that  they  eould  not 
legislate  upon  the  land  queation.  Qovem* 
ments  bad  over  and  overt  within  the  last 
twenty  years,  brought  io  measures  dealing 
with  the  land  of  Ireland,  and  interfering 
with  the  relations  between  the  landlord  and 
the  tenant  in  that  country  ;  and  it  was 
now  too  late  for  any  Minister  to  sa^  that 
this  question  could  not  be  dealt  with  by 
Parliament.  Four  years  ago  the  then  At- 
torney General  introduced  a  measure  on 
this  subject.  He  was  warned  that  his  Bill 
was  of  too  restrictive  and  cumbrous  a  cha- 
racter ;  but  it  passed --because  no  popular 
Member  dared,  under  the  penalty  of  mis- 
representation, refuse  his  support  to  it, 
whatever  its  defects.  The  Government, 
therefore*  oould  not  aay  that  the  principle 
of  giving  oompenaation  to  tenants  was  re- 
volutionary. The  Bill,  however,  had  not 
worked,  and  it  waa  now  the  duty  of  the 
Honae  to  deal  with  the  land  question  in  a 
liberal  spirit.  It  may  have  seemed  strange 
to  English  Members  that  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers differed  so  widely  in  their  remedies 
for  the  ills  of  Ireland.  He  believed  that 
various  remedies  were  required  ;  but  to  an 
agricultural  country  good  land  laws  were 
primarily  essential.  Therefore,  he  would 
suggest  one  practical  remedy.  He  gave 
notice  that,  on  the  earliest  possible  day. 
he  should  ask  the  Government,  by  a  special 
Motion,  to  refer  the  Landlord  and  Tenant 
Bill  and  the  Compensation  Bills  of  1860 
to  a  Seleot  Committee.  That  Committee 
should  hare  power  to  eall  before  it  not 
"  agitators,"  not  demagogues,"  not  men 
of  impracticable  theories  or  violent  notions, 
but  such  men  as  Judge  Longfield,  Baron 
Dessy,  Justice  O'Hagan,  and  men  of  that 
class.  If  there  was  a  fair  representation 
of  the  country  on  that  Committee,  and  if 
they  fully  considered  its  wants  and  its 
present  position,  he  should  be  compelled  to 
be  satisfied  with  its  report  as  to  how  the 
existing  law  could  be  amended  so  as  to 
work  beneficially,  and  the  Government 
eould  then  deal  with  the  question  on  the 
information  and  evidence  before  them.  The 
Goveniment  might,  if  they  pleased,  call 
those  who  desired  to  see  a  fair  settlement 
of  a  vital  question,  agitators  or  dema- 
gogues ;  but  he  would  tall  them  it  would 
Sue  them  on  the  hnathigs,  and.  it  'mU 
determine  their  positiaieitMHitHaVJiShdg^ 


731 


State  of 


tho  votes  token  in  its  lobbies.  It  was  no 
party  question,  and  he  did  not  speak  as  a 
party  man  ;  but  ibis  be  did  say— that  if 
fifty  Irish  Hehabers  took  up  an  independent 
posittoDt  whatever  QoTernment  might  be 
in  power  would  be  only  too  ready  to  come 
forward  with  measures  of  relief  and  re- 
dress, not  alone  in  this  but  on  other  ques- 
tions affecting  the  welfare  of  their  country. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  his  measure 
would  prore  a  pauacea  for  the  ills  of  the 
country,  and  he  did  not  disregard  any 
remedy  whatever.  Judicious  plans  of  ar- 
terial drainage,  promoted  or  aeaiBted  by 
the  GoTornment  would,  no  doubt,  be  bene- 
ficial ;  but  be  believed  that  the  ei  tension 
of  drainage  by  tho  farmei-s  themseUes 
on  their  own  farms  would  do  more  for  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  than  any  Qorern- 
roent  drainage  through  tho  Shannon  or  the 
Barrow.  Ireland  demanded  the  tender 
sympathy  and  regard  of  this  country,  and 
he  would  tell  them  why.  Sver  since  the 
Union  Ireland  had  been  losing  £4,000.000 
a  year,  which  had  been  drained  out  of  the 
country  by  Irish  absentees.  If  that  sum 
were  multiplied  by  the  number  of  years — 
sixty-four — that  since  elapsed,  it  amoutited 
to  the  enormous  sum  of  £250,000,000, 
not  one  penny  of  which  bad  ever  gone  back 
to  the  country  again.  This  was  a  ruinous 
drain  from  a  poor  country  which  it  im- 
poverished, and  a  stream  of  wealth  to  a 
rich  country  which  did  not  need  it ;  and 
that  rich  and  powerful  country  that  was 
benefited  at  the  expense  of  that  impover- 
ished country  should  not  be  content  with 
taunting  it  with  want  of  aelF'relinnce,  but 
should  aid  its  efforts  in  that  direction. 
The  Irish  Secretary  took  credit  for  tlie 
extension  of  flax,  and  for  having  sent  in- 
structors through  the  southern  provinces. 
It  was  a  prudent  thing,  no  doubt,  to  teach 
those  who  had  forgotten  it,  to  cultivate  a 
valuable  crop  with  care  and  skill ;  but  the 
extension  of  flax,  and  the  promotion  of 
manufactures,  depended  not  upon  the  Go- 
vernment, but  upon  individuals.  Tlie  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  had  their  own  responsibility 
in  the  matter,  and  he  would  call  upon 
every  Qentleman  to  use  his  influence  to 
extend  manufactures  throughout  the  south, 
eaat,  and  west  of  the  country,  irithout 
which  Ireland  could  not  prosper.  The 
Secretary  for  Ireland  had  taken  credit  for 
a  diminution  of  4,000  last  year  in  ihe 
namber  of  emigrants,  but  as  the  population 
was  diminishing  every  year,  and  the  emi- 
gration remained  the  same,  the  drun  must 
be  greater  as  compared  with  the  popula- 
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tion  of  the  country.  Nor  let  it  be  imagined 
that  the  emigration  was  composed  of  the 
idle,  the  dissolute,  and  the  impoverished. 
If  hon.  Gentlemen  would  stond  on  the  pier 
of  Queenstown,  as  he  had  done,  the^  would 
see  that  it  was  the  Tery  bone  and  smew  of 
the  country  that  waa  now  leaving  it,  the 
same  class  who  were  the  hope  and  the 
strength  of  other  eonntries.  If  the  land 
question  were  settled,  he  believed  it  would 
tend  to  stop  a  stream  of  emigration  which 
the  new  Lord  Lieutenant  himself  said 
ought  now  to  be  checked.  Let  them,  by 
good  laws,  enable  the  farmers  in  every 
district  to  improve  the  country,  and  they 
would  soon  feel  a  difference  in  Ireland. 
The  tenant  would  employ  that  labour,  or 
give  that  employment,  which  Lord  Wode* 
bouse  considered  the  most  effectual  check 
to  emigration.  It  hsd  been  stated  that  he 
had  said  that  the  panacea  for  Ireland  was 
a  ninety-nine  years  lease ;  but  he  bad  said 
nothing  of  the  kind,  and  had  only  instanced 
some  estates  in  Cork  were  fleearitj  of 
tenure  had  been  recently  afforded  to  ite 
tenante  by  means  of  leases,  and  said  that 
those  leases  were  for  ninety-nine  years. 
His  opinion  was  that  shorter  leases,  pro- 
vided there  were  compensation  for  un- 
exhausted improvements,  would  work  great 
benefit.  Those  who  advocated  fixity  of 
tenure  were  charged  with  promulgating 
revolutionary  doctrines ;  but  m  the  north 
of  Ireland,  where  the  principle  existed,  the 
landlord  was  secure  of  his  rent,  and  surely 
the  same  system  that  worked  well  in  one 
portion  of  the  country  might  safely  be  ap- 
plied to  the  rest  of  Ireland.  Of  course,  it 
could  be  so  fenced  round  and  guarded  as 
to  protect  the  interests  of  the  owner.  The 
great  eril  of  that  eountry  was  that  the 
tenant  had  no  seonrity  for  eompensatlon 
for  the  improvements  which  he  made.  His 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the  King's 
County  had  been  taunted  with  committing 
himself  to  Colonel  Blocker's  opinion  as  to 
the  population  which  could  be  supported 
on  the  soil  of  Ireland  ;  but  there  was  tho 
authority  of  Sir  Robert  Kane  for  saying 
that  Ireland  could  support  double  the  po- 
pulation that  dwelt  in  that  country  at  the 
time  Sir  Robert  was  writing,  and  at  that 
\  time  the  population  was  8,200,000.  If 
!  Ireland  conld  support  16,000,000,  or  even 
\  8,000,000.  a  fortMrit  she  ought  to  be 
able  to  support  her  present  popu1atton» 
,  which  was  only  about  0,500,000.  It  was 
a  shoeking  reproach  to  the  GoTerDment 
_  that  they  did  not  endeavour  to  makei  con- 
tented in  their  onlsland  people^^  wten 
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tliejr  emigrated,  became  prosperous  and 
eontented  elsewhere.  If  the  House  could 
seo  the  letters  which  were  sent  home  by 
Irish  emigrauts,  thej  would  fiud  that  those 
letters  breathed  a  hitter  and  nndjring  spirit 
of  hostility  to  England.  IF  any  presiden- 
tial election  or  great  gorernment  crisis 
shoold  happen  in  America,  they  would,  to 
conciliate  the  Irish,  hold  oat  a  promise  of 
invasion  of  Ireland  ;  and  if  a  war  arose, 
and  only  10,000  filibusters  should  land 
there,  one  half  of  the  people  would  rise  in 
rebellion  against  this  eonotrj.  He  should 
regret  that,  for  he  believed  a  rebellion 
would  retard  the  progress  of  Ireland  and 
send  her  half  a  century  back ;  but  there 
was  no  statesmanship  in  relying  on  a  few 
peddling  figures,  attempting  to  prove  a  case 
of  prosperity  by  triumphantly  declaring 
that  there  were  100  pigs  more  in  Ireland 
this  year  than  there  were  last.  The  ques- 
tion to  be  considered  was  this — was  there 
more  discontent?  There  was  no  one  in 
Ireland  worthy  of  the  name  of  a  man  who 
was  satisfied  with  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment  townrda  that  country.  It  was  a 
mean  and  a  cowardly  ^licy ;  tt  was  a  policy 
of  denial,  and  glossmg  over  distress  and 
misery ;  it  waa  a  policy  of  wuting  open 
Providence  for  a  gleam  of  annshiner  or  a 
chance  harvest.  It  was  a  policy  nnworthy 
of  statesmen,  or  of  those  on  whom  rested 
a  grave  responsibility ;  and  if  before  the 
general  election  there  was  not  a  distinct 
and  honest  declaration  of  quite  a  different 
policy,  the  present  Ministry  would  not  be 
long  on  the  Treasury  Bench.  He  would, 
however,  rather  conciliate  than  threaten. 
\_lroni&d  eriei  of  "  Hear,  hear  !  "]  He 
repeated  it ;  but  he  felt  that  the  Irish 
policy  of  the  GovemmeDt  was  a  disgrace 
to  England  and  a  weakness  to  the  Empire. 
He  supported  the  Motion  of  his  hon.  Friend, 
and  repeated  hie  demand  for  a  Select 
Committee  to  hear  the  evidence  of  impar- 
tial and  competent  men  as  to  how  the  land 
laws  could  be  safely  and  beneficially 
amended.  He  asked  the  Government  for 
simple  justice,  and  he  felt  convinced  that 
a  policy  of  justice  to  Ireland  would  not 
only  be  for  the  interest  and  advantage  of 
that  country,  but  would  tend  to  strengthen 
and  secure  the  Empire  at  large. 

Then,  on  the  Motion  of  The  O'Cokob 
Don, 

Debate  adjowm^  till  Monday  next. 

TALUAnOK  OP  LANDS  Aim  HUUTAOKB 
(SOOTLAND). 
Sflleet  Committee  appointed, "  to  inqairs  into 


th«  pnssDt  sjstem  of  valnaUon  of  Lands  and  Hoi- 
tagfls  in  Scotland  tot  the  impoeiUon  of  Local 
Itates,  and  to  report  their  opinion  whether  an^, 
uu),  if  any,  what  alteration!  may  with  advantage 
be  made  therein  ;  and,  in  partioular,  whether  it 
would  be  advisable,  on  the  one  hand,  to  provide 
that  Poors*  Rates,  now  leviable  on  a  net  valua- 
tion, should  benedbrth  be  leviable  on  the  gross 
rental,  or,  on  the  other  band,  whether  all  loeol 
Rates  should,  like  the  Poors*  Rates,  be  leviable 
00  the  net  rental,  and  one  uniform  system  of  as- 
oertotning  the  some  established."— (jVr.i)iMiop.) 

And  on  Sbtoh  8  Select  Committee  nombiated. 


6AHE  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Hbrvst  Bbdci,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  regaUtios  the  shooting  and  sale  of  Game 
in  Ireland,  or^redto  be  bron^  in  bj  Sir  Hbbvbt 
Bbuoi,  and  Colonel  Foam. 

BiUprvMfftAj;  and  read  1«  [BiUAS]. 

SHEEP,  ETC.  FBOTEOTION  (IRELAND)  BILL, 
On  Motion  of  Sir  Fbidibiok  Ustoui,  Bill  for 
the  farther  proteetion  of  Sheep  and  other  Pn>< 
perty  from  Dogs  In  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  broogfat 
m  by  Sir  Fbksibios  Hxtoati,  Mr.  Lbadbb,  and 
The  O'GoMOB  Don. 
Bill  pretemted,  and  read  1°  [BiU  13]. 

Hoose  adjourned  at  a  Quarter 
after  Twelve  o'clock  till 
Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  LOttDS, 
Monday,  February  27,  1865. 

ROACH  RIVER  FISHERY  BILL. 
SECOND  KBADINO. 

Movid,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\ 
The  Marqcess  of  CLAXRICARDE 
presented  a  Petition  from  owners  of  oyster 
beds  in  the  river  Roach,  and  others,  pray- 
ing that,  if  Ibeir  Lordships  should  think  fit 
to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time,  it  should 
be  considered  by  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  because  they  were  too  poor  to  bear 
the  expense  of  opposing  it  before  a  Private 
Bill  Committee.  The  noble  Marquessaaid, 
that  be  did  not  ol^ect  (o  this  Bill  upon  its 
merits,  but  it  formed  one  of  a  olaee  for  the 
creation  or  development  of  oyster  fisheries 
which  ought  to  be  carefully  watched,  lest 
they  should  lead  to  the  establishment  of 
rights  which  might  clash  with  general 
legislation  upon  the  sabjeet.  He  would 
now  pot  the  question  of  which  he  had 
given  notice — Whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  Her  Majesty's  Govemmeat  to  introduce 
a  Fiaheiy  Bill,  regulating  the  Usages  and 
Creations  of  Oyster 
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Stuioaf  and  whether  the  Prirate  BiUt 
now  before  Parliament  had  been  examined 
and  approTed  b;  the  Board  of  Trade  or 
other  Qorernment  authority  I 

Earl  GRANVILLE  aaid.  that  the  Go- 
Tmoient  did  not  intend  to  introdoee  anj 

general  Fishery  Bill  thia  Seseion.  They 
ad  giren  their  eonaent  to  thia  and  other 
Billa  of  a  similar  nature  that  were  bot 
hirfbre  Parliament,  eontingent  on  their 
passing  through  Puliunait. 

liOBD  BBDESBALE  said,  it  was  an 
argument  in  foToar  of  these  Bills,  that  the 
enpplj  of  oysters  did  not  in  any  degree 
equal  the  demand,  and  the  formation  of 
new  beds  of  oysters  wonld  be  of  consider- 
able adrantage  to  the  pnblte.  The  object 
of  the  Bills  was  tlie  protection  ef  beds 
upon  which  a  large  sum  of  money  would  be 
required  to  be  laid  out.  Many  prirate 
Bills,  no  doabt,  teqatred  fall  inrestigation, 
but  he  really  believed  the  object  of  these 
Bills  WAS  unobjectionable. 

Thb  Mabqubss  of  CLANRICABDB 
said,  all  these  BiUs  gave  rery  eonuderable 
rights  upon  shores,  and  therefore  required 
to  be  looked  at  very  closely  for  the  public 
interest,  especially  as  in  unopposed  Bills 
of  this  description  no  one  wu  watching 
them  on  behalf  of  tb«  public  or  the  Admi- 
ralty. 

The  Marquess  of  BATH  said,  that  in  a 
Committee  on  a  Bill  of  a  somewhat  similar 
description,  counsel  had  been  beard  in 
opposition  on  behalf  of  other  companies 
and  of  the  fishermen.  Either  the  Board 
of  Trade  or  the  Admiralty  had  laid  down 
several  stringent  rules  for  the  observance 
of  such  companies  as  these  Bills  proposed 
to  invest  with  certain  shwe  rights. 

Motion  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  2*. 

SEWAGE  MANURE— EEPORT  OF  THE 
SELECT  COMMITTEE.— EXPLANATION. 

The  Eau  op  ESSEX  said,  that  on 
Friday  night  he  had  been  somewhat  mis- 
understood. What  ho  wished  to  express 
ou  that  occasion  was  his  decided  conviction 
that  if  sewage  was  to  be  usefully  employed 
in  agriculture  it  must  be  applied  in  Ivge 
quantities  to  small  areas,  and  not  in  small 
qutntiUes  to  extended  areas.  The  latter 
system  required  considerable  expense  to 
bo  incurred  for  pipes,  labour,  and  steam 
power,  and  the  results  would  be  invariably 
poor  and  fflsagre ;  while  the  ether  system 
at  a  small  cost,  wonld  givo  a  neat  aatis- 
faetory  return.  Hia  ezperionce  proved 
I%e  if<trqiiM8  of  CSanrMwie 


that  where  the  sewage  was  in  a  proper 
condition,  and  the  land  in  a  fit  state  to  re- 
ceive it,  it  was  difficult  to  estimate  the 
large  quantity  of  the  manure  that  might 
be  employed  with  advantage. 

PATENT  RIGHTS. 

msPARD'e,  Wright's,  and  spbkceb's 

patents  bills. — 0B8EBTATI0HS. 

Lord  REDESDALE,  referring  to  Shep- 
ard's,  Wright's,  and  Spencer's  Fatcmt 
Bills,  said,  he  did  not  propose  to  moire 
their  second  reading.  Their  object  was  to 
remedy  the  neglect  of  the  patentees  in  not 
having  paid  the  stamp  duties  withra  the 
period  required  by  law.  He  did  not  think 
a  discretionary  power  to  remedy  such  de- 
faults would  bis  of  advantage,  as  most  pro- 
bably the  dishonest  man  who  made  a  spu- 
rious statement  would  obtain  a  renewal  of 
bis  patent,  whereas  the  honest  man  who 
spoke  the  truth  might  suflFer.  It  would  he 
belter  in  cases  of  default  of  payment  within 
the  specified  time,  for  the  patentee  to  pay 
double  duty  when  a  week  behind  time,  and 
treble,  when  a  fortnight  behind.  He  left 
the  matter  in  their  lionlships'  bands,  and 
unless  otherwise  advised,  he  should  not 
move  the  second  reading. 

Loud  CHELMSFORD  thought  their 
Lordships  were  mueb  indebted  to  the  noble 
Lord  for  drawing  attention  to  the  prindple 
involvftcl  in  these  Bills,  which  might  other- 
wise have  passed  as  a  matter  of  ooorae. 
He  did  not  wish  to  act  harshly  towards 
patentees,  but,  at  tho  same  time,  the  law 
upon  the  subject  ought  not  to  be  forgotten. 
Previous  to  the  Act  of  1852,  an  inventor 
oonld  not  patent  his  ioventira  except  at 
a  heavy  expense ;  bat  by  that  Act  very 
easy  terms  were  given  to  patentees  who, 
if  their  inventions  were  of  any  vidne,  ought 
after  the  lapae  of  three  or  seven  years,  to 
be  in  a  position  to  pay  tho  stamp  duties. 
But  that  statute  expressly  provided  that 
where  pateoteeo  neglected  to  pay  such  feeo 
within  a  certain  specified  time  their  rights 
l^ed,  and  the  patent  became  the  property 
of  the  public.  In  the  present  cases  the 
I  patentees,  through  tlmr  own  default,  had 
forfeited  their  patents,  which  were  now  the 
property  of  the  public,  and  they  asked 
their  Lordships  by  these  Bills  to  take  away 
the  rights  of  the  public,  and  to  revive  those 
of  the  pateuteea.  Under  such  circum- 
stances be  should  decline  to  recommend 
their  second  reading. 

Earl  GRANTIIlB  eiMQsaed  his  oob- 
eurrenee  in  these  s'^i^  byLiOOglc 
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TBANSPORTATIOK  TO  ATJBTRALU. 

PSTITIONS. 

XoiiD  TAUNTON,  in  presenting  peti- 
tions from  tbe  eitjr  of  Melbourne  and  other 
places  in  the  colony  of  Victoria,  praying  for 
the  immediate  and  permanent  abolition  of 
the  transportation  of  conTiets  to  Australia, 
said,  that  these  petitions,  which  were 
more  than  thirty  in  number,  came  from 
every  part  of  tlie  colony  of  Vietoria,  and 
he  beliefed  that  never  had  any  petition  to 
their  Lordships*  House  expressed  more  fiiith- 
Ailly  the  ananiinous  feeling  of  the  commu- 
nity from  which  thoy  came.  The  petitions 
were  couched  in  the  most  respectful  lan- 
gnage,  and  the  petitioners  expressed  their 
confidence  that  their  Lordships  were  always 
ready  to  hear  and  prepared  to  redress  any 
grierance  which  afflicted  any  portion  of 
Her  Majesty's  subjects.  He  could  state 
the  places  from  which  the  petitions  oame, 
hut  as  the  names  were  not  Tery  familiar  to 
their  Lordships,  he  should  gain  nothing  by 
toking  that  coarse;  bat  he  would  refer  to 
the  petition  from  Helhoame,  as  it  was  one 
of  great  moment,  aa  expressing  the  senti- 
ments of  the  leading  oolonists  and  of  the 
mass  of  the  eolonial  population.  It  eman- 
ated from  a  public  meeting,  and  was  signed 
by  the  mayor  and  all  tho  municipality, 
the  Bishop  of  the  Church  of  England,  tbe 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  the  heads  of  the 
Presbyterian  body,  and  those  of  the  other 
religious  communities  in  the  colony,  the 
Chief  Justice,  and  other  high  functionaries. 
He  was  happy  to  find  that  he  was  relieved 
from  the  necessity  of  going  into  the  subject 
at  the  length  which  he  should  have  done 
as  Her  Majesty's  Governdient  had  already 
adopted  in  substance  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners;  for  he  understood  from  the 

Sapors  presented  to  Parliament  that  the 
uTemment  had  determined  that  the  sys- 
tem of  transportation  to  Western  Australia 
should  cease  in  the  coniparatively  short 
period  of  three  years.  He  thought  the 
GoTemment  had  consulted  true  dignity  and 
wisdom  in  taking  that  course,  and  the 
reasons  which  they  assigned  were  such  as 
well  became  the  Government  of  England, 
a  country  which  had  possessions  in  every 
part  of  tbe  world.  The  reason  they  gave 
for  their  resolution  to  give  up  the  present 
system  was  because  they  found  that  it  was 
opposed  to  the  ananiraous  opinion  of  the 
colonists  theroselres.  His  own  belief,  how- 
ever, was,  that  the  system  of  transportation 
to  Weatern  Anatralia  might  pMsibly  have 
been  eontinned  for  lome  Ume  longer,  al- 
TOL.  GLXXyn.   [thibd  8XBIBS.] 


to  AuOralia.  738 

though  it  was  viewed  with  great  jealousy 
by  the  other  colonists,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  Report  of  the  Commission  appointed  to 
consider  this  question.  They  reported  that 
it  would  be  not  only  right  to  continue  the 
system  of  transportation  to  Western  Aus- 
tralia, but  to  extend  it.  The  alarm  and. 
apprehenaion  which  that  Report  created  in 
Australia  it  was  quite  impossible  to  over- 
state, and  although  the  colonists  placed 
oonfidenee  in  the  good  intentions  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  country,  they  at  the 
same  time  expressed  their  belief  that 
the  Report  of  the  Commission  had  been 
adopted  in  ignorance  of  the  feelings  and 
opinions  of  the  colonists.  He  believed 
that  transportation  to  a  colony  was  in- 
compatible with  the  well  -  being  of  the 
free  colonists.  The  petition  from  Mel- 
bourne was  signed  by  5,000  persona,  and 
it  showed  a  well-founded  feeling  on  tho 
part  of  tho  colonista,  and  of  men  who  were 
not  all  likely  to  lend  themselves  to  mere 
popular  clamour.  The  public  meeting  at 
Melbourne  was  presided  over  by  the  Mayor, 
and  he  and  the  whole  of  the  municipality, 
together  with  tho  Bishop  of  the  Church  of 
England  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop, 
the  heads  of  tho  Presbyterian  Chareh,  tho 
members  of  other  Churches,  tho  Chief  Jus- 
tice, and  all  the  other  Judges — men  of  all 
others  the  most  likely  to  form  a  sound 
opinion  upon  the  subject,  and  of  the  effect 
of  the  convict  system  upon  a  community — 
signed  the  petition.  The  President  of  the 
Coancil  and  the  Speaker  of  tho  Assembly 
also  signed  the  petition.  The  petitioners 
alleged,  amongst  other  things,  that  West- 
ern Australia  acted  ns  a  sort  of  conduit 
pipe  in  bringing  convicts  into  tbe  colony  of 
Victoria,  and  that  there  were  now  3,000 
persons  who  had  been  conviotB,  and  who 
hod  found  their  way  to  the  other  Austra- 
lian colonies,  and  they  stated  that  the 
effect  of  this  influx  of  criminal  population 
wna  to  cause  an  increase  of  crime  and  an 
expenditure  of  money  for  police  and  other 
charges  to  the  amount  of  ten  times  as 
much  in  proportion  as  it  did  in  this  country. 
Tiiey  stated  that  not  only  were  ordinary 
offences  committed  by  these  convicts,  but 
that  they  perpetrated  crimes  from  tbe  men- 
tion or  thought  of  which  the  mind  recoiled 
with  horror.  He  believed  in  the  contro- 
versy which  had  been  carried  on  between 
the  colonists  and  tho  Government  that 
upon  the  whole  the  colonists  had  acted  as 
every  Englishman  would  have  done  if  he 
had  been  placed  in  the  same  position.  He 
thought  that  the  QniitmniiMUaiOi^^ 
3  B  ^ 
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wiselj  in  the  oonne  irbioh  they  had 
adopted,  for  it  roust  be  remembered  that 
not  Vietoria  alonet  bat  the  whole  of  our 
Aiulialian  eolonies— with  the  exception 
of  the  small  aettlement  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia—comprising a  million  and  a  half 
of  people,  who  raised  one  onanimous 
Voice  against  baring  the  system  of  trans- 
portation inflicted  on  them.  The  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  and  New  Zealand  in  for- 
mer days  had  also  shown  the  same  re- 
pugnance, and  he  hoped  that  any  of  their 
Lordships  who  took  an  interest  in  the 
question  of  criminal  puuishment  would  at 
once  dismiss  from  their  minds  the  anticipa- 
tion that  any  colony  could  be  found  which 
would  consent  to  reoeire  onr  criminal  popu- 
lation. Not  that  there  were  not  places 
where  we  might  send  oar  crirainalB  to  be 
employed  on  public  works,  such  as  Gibral- 
tar and  Bermuda,  but  we  should  not  find  a 
eolony  whieh  would  consent  to  receive  and 
absorb  our  criminals  in  the  hope  of  making 
them  at  any  time  a  useful  part  of  the 
population.  The  same  causes  which  had 
induced  the  Australian  colonies  to  object 
to  the  reception  of  criminals  would  also 
induce  other  colonies  to  take  the  same 
course.  He  rejoiced  exceedingly  at  the 
rcrooTal  of  this  cause  of  difference  between 
the  oolonies  and  the  mother  country.  The 
Australian  colonists  were  os  loyal  a  body 
of  men  as  could  be  found  in  any  part  of 
the  Empire,  they  valued  highly  the  connec- 
tion with  the  mother  country,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  connection  might  be  continued 
with  mutual  advantage  to  both. 

Earl  GRANVILLE :  My  Lords,  I  en- 
tirely agree  with  what  my  noble  Friend 
has  statM  as  to  the  feelings  and  eonduot 
of  the  colonists.  But  I  think  the 
question  being  now  settled,  it  would  ho 
idle  and  unbecoming  in  any  one — much 
mora  in  any  one  connected  with  the  Go- 
vernment— to  rake  up  any  of  the  objec- 
tions which  might,  perhaps,  at  one  time 
have  been  taken  to  certain  portions  of  their 
conduct.  I  agree,  too,  with  my  noble 
Friend  that  the  strong  feeling  unanimously 
expressed  by  the  colonists  was  founded 
on  some  of  the  highest  feelings  of  hu- 
man noturo.  My  noble  Friend  says  he  re- 
grets the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mission which  sat  two  yesrs  ago.  That 
Commission  was  powerfully  composed ; 
it  was  presided  over  by  Lord  Grey,  and 
comprised  persons  having  great  legal  and 
judicial  knowledge.  Their  conclusion 
was  arrived  nt  not  on  selfish  views  as  re- 
gards the  mother  country ;  but  was  fonnd- 
Zor4  Tatmton 


ed  on  a  great  deal  of  evidence  as  to  the 
desire  of  Western  Australia  to  receive 
convicts.  But,  as  my  noble  Friend  has 
pointed  out,  facta  have  come  to  light 
since  which  bear  differently  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  advantage  which  transportation 
would  be  to  Western  Australia.  With  re- 
gard to  the  feelings  of  the  other  colonies 
the  Commission  took  very  little  evidence. 
The  Government  entirety  disagreed  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Commission  that 
transportation  should  he  increased  ;  they 
thought  that  with  certain  modifications  the 
same  amount  of  transportation  to  Western 
Australia  might  be  continued ;  but  the 
feeling  in  the  colonies  grew  stronger  and 
stronger,  and  the  evidence  of  the  different 
Governors  showed  how  sound  and  genuine 
that  feeling  was.  At  the  same  time  there 
came  news  of  the  discovery  of  a  fertile 
tract  of  eonntry  dose  to  Western  Australia. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  want  of  ferUle 
land  was  the  real  cause  of  the  want  of 
success  of  that  colony ;  its  iron-bound 
coast  and  the  poor  quality  of  the  soil  have 
been  a  great  disadvantage  to  the  colony. 
Before  the  introduction  of  convict  labour 
it  was  in  a  lamentable  state,  but  since  then 
the  population  and  the  imports  and  exports 
have  increased.  When  this  fertile  land 
was  discovered  it  was  decided  that  it  would 
be  desirable  to  exclude  convict  labour  from 
it,  and  it  was  of  course  impossible  to  con- 
tinue a  double  system  in  the  same  eolony, 
admitting  convict  labour  into  one  part  of  it 
and  excluding  it  from  another.  This  being 
the  case,  and  receiving  a  unanimous  state* 
ment  from  the  colonists  of  thnr  depreca- 
tion of  what  they  deemed  to  he  a  curse 
which  would  be  sure  to  increase  as  com- 
munication became  more  easy,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  not  the  slightest 
hesitation  in  deciding  to  put  an  end  to 
transportation  altogether.  With  regard 
to  the  particular  question  my  noble  Friend 
has  put,  the  words  of  the  Despatch  aro 
given  without  the  slightest  double  meaning. 
Three  years  were  specified  as  the  time 
necessary  to  make  all  the  required  ar- 
rangements, the  principal  of  which  is  the 
providing  additional  prison  room  in  this 
eonntry.  Our  great  wish  is  to  do  this  ai 
soon  as  possible,  hot  brfore  it  is  done  Par- 
liament must  be  consulted  in  one  ibape  or 
another.  I  bare  no  doubt  that  we  shall 
be  able  to  bring  the  subject  before  Parlia- 
ment either  in  the  way  of  a  vote  or  other- 
wise in  the  course  of  the  present  year. 

Loud  CEANWORTH  said,  (hat  in  tbo 
absence  of  hi.  noble  Friei,gg^^^) 
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wlio  had  preuded  orer  the  Commiuton  that 
had  beeu  referred  to,  he  wiobed  to  explain 
the  reaioiia  whiefa  bad  induced  die  Com- 
miaiion  to  come  to  the  almost  ananimoos 
reeonunendation  that  not  onlj  ought  tran- 
sportation to  Weitem  Australia  to  ha  oon- 
tioned  bat  he  extended  to  the  full  extent 
of  the  capability  of  the  colony  to  absorb 
convicts.  There  was,  in  fact,  no  conflict 
of  eTidenee  upon  the  subject ;  all  the 
witnesses  who  camo  before  the  Commission 
agreeing  in  the  opinion  that  it  waa  essen- 
tial  for  the  interest  of  the  colony  that  the 
system  of  transportation  should  he  con- 
tinued and  extended.  They  bad  no  doubt 
heard  a  sort  of  rumour  about  the  other 
Australian  colonies  being  adverse  to  it ; 
but  they  had  no  evidence  a>  to  it;  and 
considering  that  the  distance  from  Western 
Aostratia  to  Sydney  by  sea  waa  greater 
than  from  Cork  to  the  Coast  of  North 
America,  and  aa  it  was  impossible  for 
coovicts  whose  time  had  expired  to  cross 
the  eonntry  by  land,  there  seemed  less 
chance  of  their  reaching  New  South  Wales 
than  there  was  of  men  in  similar  circum- 
stances resching  New  York  from  England, 
He  thought  there  would  be  no  second 
opinion  as  to  this,  that  for  tho  convict 
himself,  the  best  punishment  which  he 
could  undergo  was  that  which  enabled 
him  to  be  absorbed  into  a  society  in  which 
he  might  be  able  to  redeem  bis  character. 
Evidence  had  been  laid  before  them  which 
went  to  show  that  in  Western  Australia 
convict  labour  was  on  some  grounds  pre* 
ferred  to  free  labour ;  but,  perhaps,  in 
their  anxiety  to  keep  the  eonTicts,  the 
witnesses  rather  exaggerated  tbat  point. 
The  Commission,  therefore,  eame  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  be  beneGoial  to 
this  eonntry,  beneficial  to  the  colony,  and 
beneficial  to  the  convicts  themselves  that 
transportation  should  be  continued.  He 
did  not,  however,  mean  to  dispute  that  in  the 
altered  state  of  circumstances  there  might 
be  reasons  why  the  recommendations  of  the 
Commission  ought  not  to  be  carried  out. 

Lord  RKDESDALE  thought  it  would 
be  an  advantageous  compromise  for  both 
countries  If  ticket-of-leave  men  were  sent 
out  to  the  colony.  U  would  be  better  tliey 
were  there  than  allowed  to  roam  at  large 
in  this  country, 

PUBUC  RECORDS  RELATING  TO 
IRELAND— THE  CAREW  AND  CARTE 

records^uestion. 
Tbb  Habqdess  of  OLANRICARDE 
rose  Co  call  attention  to  «  solyeet  of  con- 


siderable importance  in  connection  with 
Irish  history.  By  the  exertions  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  in  England,  a  large 
maas  of  most  Taloable  State  Papera  1^ 
lonsing  to  this  country  had  been  calendared 
ana  rendered  accessible  to  the  student  of 
history.  Very  little  had  been  done  in  that 
respect  in  Ireland.  As  far  baek  as  July, 
1862,  he  had  called  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  had  communicated  with  the  Mas> 
ter  of  the  Rolls,  who  concurred  in  think- 
ing that  some  steps  should  be  taken  to 
arrange  the  records  relating  to  Ireland.  In 
the  great  fire  which  occurred  at  Dublin 
Castle  in  1711  all  the  Government  State 
Papers  were  destroyed,  hut  a  most  valuable 
collection  of  documents  bad  been  made 
by  Sir  George  Carew,  afterwards  Earl 
of  Totaess,  which  collection  was  now  in 
Lambeth  Palace.  A  smaller  eollection, 
known  as  **  the  Carte  Uanoscripts,"  waa 
in  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford,  and 
it  would  be  of  the  utmost  importance  if 
those  papers  were  calendared  and  ren- 
dered available  for  tho  purpose  of  throw- 
ing light  upon  the  many  obscure  passages 
in  Irish  history.  Finding  no  steps  were 
being  taken  to  that  end  he  had  again  com- 
municated with  the  Government,  who  ad 
mitted  the  importance  of  the  subjet;  and 
ultimately,  in  July,  1863,  the  Master  of 
tlie  Rolls  deputed  the  Deputy  Keeper  of 
the  Rolls  and  Mr.  Brewer  to  examine  and 
report  upon  the  papers  in  the  Carew  Col- 
lection at  Lambeth  and  in  the  Carte  Col- 
lection at  Oxford.  Those  gentlemen  pre- 
sented a  report  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls. 
That  Report  was  made  at  the  end  of  1863, 
but  waa  only  made  public  at  Uio  end  of 
last  Session.  As  the  subject  was  one  of 
great  intereat,  ho  wished  to  know  whether 
anything  was  to  he  done  to  render  these 
papers  available  for  public  information.  He 
desired  to  ask,  Whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  act  upon 
the  Report  of  Mr.  Hardy,  Deputy  Keeper 
of  the  Rolls,  and  Professor  Brewer,  re- 
specting the  Carew  and  Carte  Manuscripts 
in  the  Lambeth  and  Bodleian  Libraries? 

Eaxl  GRANVILLE  said,  he  waa  pleased 
to  be  able  to  give  the  noble  Marquess  a 
stronger  assurance  of  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  than  he  seemed  to  anticipate. 
It  had  been  decided  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment that  the  reoommendations  of  Mr. 
Qardy  and  Mr.  Brewer  should  be  eurled 
out  —  namely,  that  the  papers  refuted  to 
should  be  indexed  and  oalendarad,  and  that 
copies  of  such  as  related  to  Ireland  should 
he  made  and  forwarded  to  the<proMvofficM 
2  B  3  DigilizedbyVjOOy  It: 


74$  Great  Tam9U^  JCOMMONSl        Bwovgh  Sfc,  Bill.  744 


in  that  0000117.  It  had  also  beeo  amoged 
that  Mr.  Brewer,  who  had  had  great  prao- 
tiee  in  calendaring  State  documents,  and 
Ur.  Bulten,  who  had  been  speeiallj  recom- 
mended for  fhe  parpose,  ehould  undertake 
the  necessftry  duties  in  relation  to  those 
papers.  He  hoped  that  when  the  work  was 
completed  the  noble  Marquess  would  enter 
the  lists  with  the  noble  Earl  on  the  cross 
benches  (Earl  Stanhope)  as  a  bistoriao  and 
author  of  a  nev  and  more  perfoct  history 
of  Ireland. 

OPPOSED  FBITA.TE  BILLS. 

ketoivfd,  Tbst  no  Petitioners  agunst  any 
FriTate  Bill  In  either  of  the  Claaasi  mntioned  in 
Standing  Order  No.  178.  and  origbiBting  in  this 
IlouM,  shall  be  beard  before  the  Committee  on 
ttie  Bill  anleu  their  Petition  shall  bare  been  pre- 
sented to  thin  House  by  baving  been  deposited  in 
the  Private  Bill  Office  on  or  before  the  Seventh 
clear  Day  after  the  Second  Reading  of  anoh  Bill ; 
and  with  Kipeet  to  Bills  brought  from  the  Hooso 
of  Commons,  and  Bills  originating  In  this  Hoose, 
and  referred  to  the  Judges,  or  Approved  by  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  no  PeUtionen  shall  be  beard 
before  the  Committee  on  any  such  Bill  anless 
their  Petition  be  deposited  in  the  Private  Bill 
OfBoe  on  or  before  the  Fifth  Day  on  which  the 
Ilonse  shall  sit  after  the  Day  on  which  sncb  Bill 
shall  have  been  read  a  First  Time,  except  where 
tbo  Petitioners  shall  complain  of  any  14atter 
which  may  have  arisen  after  the  Expiration  of 
the  Time  allowed  for  depositing  such  Petitions ; 
and  every  such  Petition  •shall  be  deposited  in  the 
Private  Bill  Office  before  Three  o'Clock  in  the 
Afternoon : 

This  Order  shsil  not  apply  to  any  Petition 
against  any  KU  which  has  dmo  already  read  a 
Seeond  Time  if  noh  Petitiim  shall  be  Resented 
to  the  Houae  by  a  Lord  on  the  last  Day  allowed 
as  aforesaid  — (  The  Ckairman  of  Committee$. ) 

House  adjourned  at  a  qnarter  past 
Six  o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 
halfpastlta^eloek. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMOKS, 
Mmdajft  February  27,  1865. 

MINUTES.>-Nbw  Msubib  Sworn— Nicholas 

Daniel  Murphy,  oflonire,^  Cork  City. 
Som-T — emitdered  in  Committ4« — Committee— 

B.F. 

Public  Bills — Ordered— Iom  of  Court. 

^irtt  Heading — Inns  of  Conrt*  [44]. 

Seemd  Headtng—lndaatrial  Exhibitions*  [36]; 
Common  Law  Courts  (Fees)  *  [3D}. 

Be/erred  to  SOeet  (kmmUtee  —  Pilotage  Order 
OonArmatiott*t38];  Private  BiU  Costs*  [7], 
Mr.  Watkin  added. 

Contidered  at  amended — Courts  of  Justice  Build- 
ing *  [11] ;  Felony  and  Misdemeanor  Evidence 
andPnetiee*  [31]. 


^Atnl/ZtfadtK^Bankof  Irriand*[l4];  Bank- 
mptey  and  Insolvency  (Ireland)  Act  Amend- 
ment* [84];  Election  Petitions  Act  (1848) 
Amendment*  [lOJ,  and  ptated. 

GREAT  TARMOUTH  BOROUGH,  HATEN, 
AND  PORT  BILL  — (By  <Mer.) 

SSOOHD  BEADtNa. 

Order  fbr  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now^  read  a  second 
timo." — (Sir  Henry  Stracey.) 

Mb.  WABNEB  said,  he  hoped  to  he  able 
in  a  Tory  short  time  to  conTinoe  ^  Honse 
that  the  BiU  ought  to  be  r^'ected  on  the 
second  reading.  In  tiie  leign  of  Charles 
II.  a  Commission  was  estahlkhed  for  the 
coneerrancy  of  tiie  navigation  of  the  pnn- 
cipal  rivers  in  the  counties  of  Norfolk 
and  Saffolk,  and  also  of  the  port  of 
Great  Yarmouth.  The  Commissioners  had 
twice  had  their  powers  extended,  and 
at  present  they  were  twelve  in  number 
— three  appointed  by  the.  justices  of 
Norfolk,  three  hj  the  justices  of  Suffolk, 
three  by  Norwich,  and  three  by  diffe- 
rent parties  in  Great  Yarmouth.  These 
Commissioners  had  hitherto  discharged 
their  duties  very  satisfactorily  to  all  the 
great  interests  concerned.  But  the  Cor- 
poration  of  Yarmouth,  without  advancing 
any  reason  for  so  doing,  had  taken  upon 
itself  to  ask  Parliament  to  alter  the  Com- 
misnon,  to  increase  the  number  of  Com- 
missionerB,  and  to  gjve  to  Yarmouth  a 
preponderating  influence  which  would 
override  all  the  other  interests  concerned. 
Hon.  Members  looking  at  the  printed 
Bill  would  be  altogether  unable  to  under- 
stand its  real  object.  There  were  clauses 
authorizing  the  making  improvements  in 
the  haven,  according  to  deposited  plans  ; 
but  tiieso  improvements  had  been  aban- 
doned, and  the  promoters  now  oame  to 
Parliament  simply  to  extend  the  influence 
of  Yarmouth  in  the  Commission.  The 
whole  drift  of  the  Bill  was  to  increase 
the  number  of  Commissioners  from  twelve 
to  eighteen,  and  to  g^ve  the  extra  nx 
to  Yarmouth,  so  that— instoad  of  har- 
ing  three  out  of  twelve  —  Yarmouth 
would  have  nine  out  of  eighteen,  or  just 
one  half ;  and,  inasmuch  as  the  CMnmis- 
sion  sat  in  Yarmouth,  that  place  would, 
of  course,  have  a  working  majority  of  Com- 
missioners. The  counties  of  Norfolk  and 
Sufiblk  were  opposed  to  the  Bill ;  and 
Norwich  had  vAso  petitioned  against  it 
Norwich  was  deepJ^^,^U|^«@t>©g*^ 
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question,  and  wonld  be  aeriouBly  iDjored 
if  the  Bill  were  allowed  to  pass.  Hitherto 
Iforwioh  had  had  ita  share  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  navigation.  They  had 
two  outlets  to  the  sea,  one  at  Tarmonth, 
the  other  at  Lowestoft.  If  this  Bill  should 
pass,  the  new  Commismon  wonld  have  the 
power  to  establish  preferential  legislation 
in  favour  of  Yarmouth,  by  which  Norwich 
would  be  deprived  of  Lowestoft  as  an  out- 
let far  her  goods.  The  Corporation  of  Yar- 
mouth, the  onl^  promoters  of  the  Bill,  had 
not  allied  against  the  present  Commisnon 
my  default  of  dufy.  They  simply  came 
before  Faitiament  asking  tlut  tbeir  present 
fourth  share  in  the  Commission  might  be 
converted  into  a  practical  majority.  He 
should  therefore  move  that  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  be  postponed  for  six 
months. 

Amendmoit  proposed,  to  leave  out  tiie 
word  "  now/'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Ques- 
tion to  add  the  words  "  upon  this  day  six 
months."— (Jfr.  JTamer.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
<  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Sa  HEITBY  STBACEY  said.it  was  true 
that  the  Bill  was  promoted  by  the  Corpo- 
ratioD  of  Great  Yarmouth,  but  they  repre- 
sented the  entire  shipping  and  mercantile 
interest  of  the  port ;  they  were  the  owners 
of  the  port,  and  they  proposed  by  this  Bill 
to  give  np,  after  ten  years,  the  Corporation 
dues.  He  was  not  the  advocate  of  the 
promoters  or  opponents  of  the  measure,  but 
he  saw  no  diance  of  a  reconciliation  be- 
tween the  parties  without  some  interven- 
tion, and  both  sides  having  applied  for  the 
intervcDtion  of  ^e  Board  of  Tirade  he 
hoped  that  the  Bill  would  be  allowed  to  go 
to  a  Committee,  upon  whose  recommenda- 
tions the  Board  of  Trade  coiUd  act  in  the 
arrangement  of  difSoulties  wbidi  were  at 
present  a  crying  evil.  The  shipowners 
and  merdumts  of  Yarmouth,  who  paid 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  dues  of  the  haven, 
were  all  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  and  con- 
sidering that  the  present  Commission  was 
appointed  200  years  ago,  it  was  scarcely 
to  be  expected  that  changes  in  it  were  not 
needed.  The  objection  to  the  Bill  was, 
that  it  sought  to  alter  the  constitution  of 
the  Commission.  Well,  it  did  so.  In 
consequence  of  some  of  the  Commissioners 
rending  at  a  distance  from  Yarmouth,  tiie 
Bill  proposed  to  introduce  two  represen- 
tatives of  the  fishing  and  merchant  shipping 
interests  of  the  borough.  At  a  large 
meeting  which  took  plaw  on  Tuesday  last 


it  had  been  agreed  to  withdraw  the  clause 
relating  to  fish  wharves,  which  he  under- 
stood was  the  only  point  upon  which  ob- 
jection would  be  token.  The  entrance  to 
the  haven  was  so  dangerous  uiat  constant 
accidents  were  occurring.  In  one  week, 
a  short  time  since,  there  were  ten  vessels 
dami^ed,  and  when  it  was  rememhensd 
that  one  vessel  sunk  in  the  haven  would 
dose  the  entrance,  it  would  be  seen  how 
important  it  was  that  there  should  be  local 
men  at  hand  to  inperintend  the  navigation. 
WhatevOT  mig^t  be  the  f^nnion  (df  hon. 
Hembors  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  Commission  should  be  oonstitnted,  he 
thought  the  prudent  course  would  bo  to 
send  the  Bill  before  a  CommiMee. 

Ur.  HOWES  said,  that  Yarmouth  had 
brought  in  the  Bill  without  the  consent  of 
the  other  parties,  but  the  Commission  ox- 
tended  not  only  to  Tarmonth,  but  to  100 
miles  of  river  in  the  counties  of  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk.  Who  paid  the  dues?  It 
was  said  the  shipowners,  but  ultimately,  of 
course,  the  consumers  paid,  and  they 
ought  to  have  a  voice  in  the  matter.  It 
was  said  that  the  Commission  was  an  old 
one.  Undoubtedly  this  was  the  case,  but 
it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  its  powers 
were  altered  as  lately  as  1847.  By  this 
Bill,  Yarmouth,  whidi  ori^nally  aj^tointed 
one-firarth  of  the  Commissioners,  was  to 
have  a  practical  majority  in  all  cases, 
while  the  other  parties,  at  present  appoint- 
ing three-fourths,  were  to  be  swamped. 

Kb.  HILNER  GIBSON  said,  the  Board 
of  Trade  had  been  willing  to  mediate  be- 
tween the  parties,  a  request  to  that  effect 
having  been  addressed  to  them.  The 
promoters  were  willing  to  abide  by  the 
decision  of  the  Department,  but  the  oppo- 
nents would  not,  and  so,  of  course,  the 
attempt  to  settie  the  matter  amicably  fell 
to  the  ground.  He  did  not  think  the  Bill 
one  which  ought  to  be  thrown  out  on  the 
second  reading,  for  the  matters  of  detail 
which  it  involved  could  be  i^vadtageoady 
considered  in  Committee. 

Question  put.  The  House  dwid«d:— 
Ayes  129;  Noes  17:  Kqorifyll2. 

Uain  Question  put,  and  offreti  to* 

Bill  read  2**,  and  eommitM. 

NUMBER  OP  THE  ABMT. 

aiTESTIOK. 

CoLOim.  OILPIN  said,  he  wished  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  Stot«  for  War 
Whether  the  Nnm^tof  dfenaM^eilOg  m 
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first  day  of  the  present  month  was  not 
below  the  proper  estabUshment  by  the 
uamber  of  four  thoasand  men  ? 

The  KiBQVESs  oi'  HARTINQX0I4^,  in 
reply,  said,  it  was  quite  true  that  on  the 
Ist  of  the  present  month  of  February  the 
number  of  the  army  was  four  thousand 
below  the  number  in  the  Estimates  of  last 
year.  But  he  must  remind  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  that  the  Bstabliahment 
was  exactly  that  which  it  waa  pnqtoeed  to 
retain  during  tiie  present  year  aooording 
to  tibe  Balimates  jtut  laid  on  the  table. 

PRISON  LIBBAKIES.— QUESTION. 

Mb.  HABDCASTLE  said,  he  would  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Under  what  prison  regulation 
George  Victor  Townley,  sent  from  Bedlam 
to  Pentonrille  as  an  ordinary  prisoner 
nnder  sentence  of  penal  servitude  for  life, 
waa  there  allowed  access  to  books  of  enter- 
taining literature  such  as  Silvio  Pellieo 
and  0*1  BUu} 

Bm  GEORGE  6BET  said,  in  reply,  that 
by  tho  rules  no  books  were  allowed  *to  be 
read  prisoners,  except  those  contained 
in  prison  library  approrod  by  the  Di- 
rectors of  Conxict  Prisons.  On  the  re- 
cent appointment  of  a  new  (Joremor  of 
PentonviUe,  he  fonnd  that  a  practice  had 
grown  up  nnder  his  predecessor  of  de- 
parting from  that  mle,  and  in  certain 
cases  allowing  prisoners  to  receive  books 
sent  them  by  their  fnends  if  not  disap* 
proved  of  by  the  CSiaplain.  This  practice 
was  immediately  pnt  a  itop  to. 

TITLES  TO  LAND  REGISTRATION 

(IRELAND).— QUESTION. 

Mb.  SCULLY  said,  he  would  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether,  in  the  absence  of 
any  Irish  Law  Officer,  it  is  intended,  on 
ike  part  of  Her  M^esty's  Government, 
that  a  Bill  to  Register  the  Titles  to  Lands 
in  Ireland  shall  be  introdnoed  during  the 
present  Session,  either  by  the  Attorney 
Genend  in  this  House  or  by  the  Lotd 
Chancellor  in  the  Hoose  of  Lords  ? 

Sa  GEORGE  GREY:  It  ia  the  ioteu- 
lion  of  Uie  Lord  Chancellor  to  introduce 
into  tiie  House  of  Lords,  at  an  early  period, 
a  Bill  for  the  registration  of  Titles  to  Land 
in  Ireland. 

SUBSIDY  TO   THE  AFRICAN 
UBRCHANTS'  COMFANT.— QUESTION. 

Mb.  WHITE  said,  he  wonld  beg  to  ask 
C9kn4i€filpiH 


Mr.  Chanodlor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment to  propose  the  grant  of  a  subsidy 
to  the  Company  of  African  Merohants 
(Limited)  to  enable  them  to  pat  trading 
steamers  on  tiie  River  Kiger  ? 

Thb  CHAI^CELLOR  ov  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  in  reply,  that  after  the  re- 
commendation made  by  Earl  Russdl  last 
year  the  Government  considered  the  ques- 
tion and  found  it  surrounded  with  very 
considerable  difflonlty.  They  thought  it 
desirable  to  give  all  parties  the  baufit  of 
being  heard  heton  eoming  to  anydeointm, 
and  also  to  give  Parliament  tiie  poww  of 
considering  the  matter.  They  haid,  them> 
fore,  dnriug  the  last  Session  prodnoed  all 
the  papers  in  their  possession,  and  he  was 
not  aware  that  the  project  had  been  re- 
vived since  that  time.  So  far  as  the 
Treasury  was  concerned,  the  subject  was 
not  now  before  them,  nor  was  it  their  in- 
tention to  proceed  further  in  the  matter 
unless  sufficient  grounds  wore  laid  to 
satisfy  them  that  ti^y  ought  to  do  so. 

SEA  FISHERIES.— QUESTION. 

Mb.  M'HAHOK  said,  he  would  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
Whether  he  expects  the  Report  of  the 
Special  Commission  on  Sea  Fisheries  to  be 
presented  in  time  to  enable  him  to  carry 
in  this  Session  a  Bill  fonnded  on  their 
recommendations  ? 

Mb.  MILNER  GIBSOK  sud,  in  reply, 
that  the  Gommissioners  expected  to  con- 
clude thmr  inquiry  at  Easter,  and  that 
their  Rrawt  m^t  be  expected  to  be  laid 
before  the  Hoose  in  May  or  June.  He 
did,  however,  not  think  it  probable  tiiat 
Parliament  would  be  able  to  h^iishite  on 
the  ml^eet  this  Sesoon. 

IRELAND— THE  BREHON  LAWS. 
Qnasnoir. 

Mb.  M'HAHOK  said,  he  wished  to  ask 

the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  When 
the  Brehon  Laws  will  be  published,  and 
whether  he  is  about  to  take  any  steps  for 
transmittiog  to  the  Dublin  Record  Office 
copies  of  those  parts  of  the  Sngliah  BoUb 
relating  to  Ireland  } 

Mb.  peel,  in  reply,  said,  he  understood 
it  was  intended  very  shoiily  to  publish 
the  two  first  volnmee  of  an  edition  of  the 
Brehon  Laws,  and  he  believed  that  one 
volume  would  be  published  in  the  course 
of  next  month.  Witiiregu^to  the  other 
part  of  tho  i^@K9^nt 
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ihongfat  the  papers  which  were  of  the 
most  biBtorioal  interest  to  Inland  were 
the  Carew  papers  in  the  Lambettk  library, 
relating  to  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  and 
Queen  Elizabeth,  and  the  Carte  papers  in 
the  Bodleian  Library,  extending  from  the 
Reformation  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
George  I.  It  was  intended  to  proceed 
almost  immediately  with  the  oal^aring 
of  the  Carew  papm. 

REFRESHMENT  HOUSES  ACT. 

Snt  CHABLES  BOTTOLAS  said,  he 
wonid  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  If  he  has  re- 
oeired  any  communication  from  the  magis- 
trates of  the  ICiddleton  Cheney  Petty  Ses- 
sions xelatiTe  to  the  oommittal  of  two  men 
for  three  months  who  were  unable  to  pay 
ft  fine  of  SOs.  for  b^ng  drank  and  riotous 
in  a  public  thoroughfare  ? 

SiK  GEORGE  GREY,  in  reply,  said,  it 
was  quite  clear  that  the  magistrates  were 
under  the  impression  that  the  hon. 
Member  had  imputed  to  tbem  a  violation 
of  the  law.  No  doubt  the  letter  of  the 
law  sanctioned  the  course  which  the 
magistrates  had  adopted.  Under  what 
was  called  Jerris's  Act  they  had  the 
power,  where  a  penal^  was  imposed  and 
there  were  no  means  of  distress,  of  com- 
mitting for  any  term,  not  exceeding  three 
months,  in  default  of  payment.  In  the 
two  oases  brought  before  them  the  men 
had  bem  previously  oonTioted.  The 
mf^listrates  believed  they  had  the  means 
of  paying  the  penalty,  and  in  &ot  one  of 
them  paid  the  penalty  within  fout  days, 
and  was  then  discharged.  It  was  in  ihe 
discretion  of  the  magistrates  to  impose  a 
penalty,  but  be  thought  that  the  spirit  of 
the  Act  would  be  contravened  if  a  penalty 
were  imposed  which  it  was  known  could 
not  be  paid,  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
subjecting  pNurties  to  imprisonment.  It 
was  clear  that  such  was  not  the  case  in 
the  present  instanoe. 

DUCHIES  OP  SCHLESWIG  AND  HOL- 
STEIN.— QUESTION. 

SiB  HARRY  VERNEY  wished  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
'Whether  the  following  passage  {torn  a  De- 
spatch of  Earl  Bnasdrs,  of  January  27. 
which  has  bem  published  in  some  English 
papers,  and  ccmunented  upon  by  certain 
foreign  newspapers^  is  anthentic,nafflelj: — 


"  If  Austria  ahoDld  aUow  Prastis  to  diipoM  of 
the  Daohies  m  sb«  pleawi,  lerioas  oomplioatious 
would  be  brought  on  in  Earope,  the  reiponsibilitjr 
for  which  would  naturally  fall  on  Aottria ;  and 
further.  Oat  the  deitinjr  of  the  Duohiei  ou  onl^ 
be  li«aUr  MtUed  by  the  ConfedBteUoa,  and  that 
Power  whioh  should  asoi^  Ibr  itself  ^  disposi- 
tion of  them,  witlioat  Uieir  consent,  vonld  oom- 
mlt  a  moat  arttitrsty  act." 

Ub.  LA  yard  replied  that  he  was  much 
obliged  to  his  hon.  Friend  for  giving  him 
the  opportunity  of  statiog  that  the  de- 
spatch was  a  pure  invention.  No  such 
despatch  had  been  written,  nor  any  de- 
spatch similar  or  approaching  to  it 

NAVT  ESTIMATES.-QUESTIOM. 

Sn  JOHN  FAKIKGTOir  said,  he 
wished  to  inform  the  noble  Lord  tba  Se- 
cretary to  the  Admiralty  that  before  tiie 
House  proceeded  to  discuss  the  details  of 
the  Navy  Estimates  he  should  ask  for 
some  explanation  on  oertaiu  poiuts  con- 
nected with  the  Navy ;  and  he  wished  to 
know.  Whether  it  would  be  more  con- 
venient to'do  so  on  the  Question  that  Mr. 
Speaker  leave  the  Chair,  or  after  the  noble 
Lord's  usual  statement  ?  He  wished  also 
to  ask — as  his  remarks  might  probably 
lead  to  some  debate — whether  au  arrange- 
ment could  be  made  by  which  the  House 
might  know  with  certainty  when  the  Navy 
Estimates  would  come  on } 

LoKD  CLARENCE  PAGET  said,  he 
thought  that  the  most  convenient  course 
for  the  public  senice  would  be  to  allow 
him  to  make  his  statement  first.  With 
regard  to  the  second  Question,  he  proposed 
to  ask  the  House  to  allow  him  to  make 
his  statement  that  night,  if  he  oonld  do  m 
before  ten.  o'clock. 

SUPPLY- 
STATE  OF  IRELAND-RESOLUTION. 
APJODRHED  DBBATB  BESDUED. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  moposed  to  Ques- 
tion [24th February],  "That  Ur.  Speaker 
do  now  leave  the  Chair;"  and  whioh 
Amendment  was. 

To  leare  ont  from  the  word  "  That "  to  the  end 
of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words  "  this 
Hook  obserres  with  regret  the  deoliae  of  the 
popolatioo  of  Irdand,  and  will  readily  snpwnt 
Her  Miyestjr's  Goremment  la  anj  wdt-derlsed 
measure  to  stimulate  the  profltabie  empb^mmt 
of  the  people,"— <ifr.  fennwy*) 

— ^instead  thereof. 

Digitized  by  LjOOg IC 


7«l 


StaUof 


iCOmiONB]  Ireland— BMoUtHon.  752 


QaeBtioiL  again  proposed,  "That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question."   Behate  returned. 

Hb.  roebuck  :  I  hare  listened  with 
considerable  interest,  bat  with  still  greater 
curiosity,  to  the  debate  of  last  Friday  as 
carried  on  by  Irish  Uemhers  on  Irish 
afl^rs.  Now,  I  think  I  may  say  of  my- 
BtAf  that  for  many  years  past  I  haTO  been 
what  is  called  a  mend  of  Ireland.  There 
has  been  no  diBonssion  in  this  House  with 
respect  to  her  liberties  or  her  people  which 
I  have  not  supported.  On  ttiis  occasion 
I  have  not  been  disappointed,  for  my  ex- 
pectations were  not  raised,  but  I  have 
heard  wiUi  sorrow  a  number  of  Gtontiemen 
who  fbr  thirty  years  past  have  enjoyed 
l^liamentary  and  constitutitmal  Govern- 
ment, advaneing  such  statements  as  I 
heard  upon  Friday  night  with  reqieot  to 
Ireland.  The  hoo.  Member  (ICr.  Hen* 
nessy)  who  opened  the  debate,  deserves, 
I  think,  the  approbation  of  the  House 
for  the  manner  and  temper  with  which 
he  executed  the  task  he  had  undertaken. 
There  was  an  utter  alwence  of  all  party 
and  declamatory  matter.  There  my  ap- 
proval ends.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
speech  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  made 
which  probed  to  the  bottom  the  mischiefs 
which  now  surround  Ireland  —  nothing 
which  suggested  anything  like  a  remedy. 
Beally,  Sir,  the  whole  thing  firom  the 
beginning  to  the  end  on  the  part  of  the 
Irish  Uemhers  was  a  sort  of  moan  of  a 
b^gar— 8  sort  of  mendicant  whine,  for  I 
may  so  call  it,  without  any  thorongh  un- 
derstanding or  appredation  of  w^t  an 
independent  man  ought  to  be.  The  hon. 
Member  who  opened  the  debate  began  by 
stating  two  things  with  regard  to  Ireland 
which  I  am  not  going  to  contest.  One 
was  that  Irishmen  as  a  body  were  much 
stronger  than  Englishmen  or  Scotchmen ; 
and  the  next  that  Ireland  as  a  oonntry 
was  very  much  more  fertile  than  England 
or  Sootland.  Well,  one  would  have  sup- 
posed that  the  necessary  oondusioa  from 
that  would  be  &at  the  Irish  people  would 
be  more  thriving  and  more  happy.  Then 
comes  the  next  proposition  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  whieh  is  really  nothing  more 
than  a  compUint  of  the  Goremmmt  of 
Ettghud.  As  to  the  proposal  that  the 
House  "will  readily  support  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  in  any  well-devised 
measure  to  stimulate  the  profitable  em- 
ployment of  the  people,"  any  statesman 
would  know  that  it  was  mere  idle  verbiage 
and  misobieroiu  TorluBge.  But  tho  ml 


point  of  the  whole  debate  was  that  Ireland 
was  miegovemed  by  England.  One  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  Ireland  would  be 
resoned  from  her  miseries  if  the  Shannon 
were  drained.  The  hon.  Member  for 
the  O^ieen's  County  (Colonel  Donne)  sa3rB 
that  England  has  been  droiniag  Ireland 
for  many  hundreds  of  years,  and  that  the 
drain  was  still  going  on.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Dungarvan  (Mr.  Maguire) 
had  his  small  means  of  remedying  the 
misohief,  and  that  was  a  Tenant  Right 
Bill.  But  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Stamford  said  that  any  attempt  to 
introduce  a  Tenant  Right  BUI  was  a  mere 
matter  of  confiscation.  Then  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  oounty  of  Galway  (Mr. 
Gregory)  said  that  the  great  mischief  was 
what  took  place  with  respect  to  the  Galway 
oontraet  I  mnt  to  know  whether  there 
was  ever  such  a  collection  of  little  things 
about  a  great  subject.  Then,  Kr.  if  tUs 
be  the  ease  with  x^gatd  to  Irish  Members, 
I  may  be  asked  what  I,  as  an  English 
Member,  think  about  the  present  state  of 
Ireland,  and  I  will  state  it  fully  and 
fairly.  It  has  been  said  time  out  of  mind 
— ever  since  I  have  been  in  this  House — 
that  "  something  must  be  done  "  for  Iro< 
land.  Now,  I  have  a  horror  of  that  phrase. 
If  a  man  tells  me  that  something  must  be 
done,  I  know  he  is  prepared  to  do  noting. 
If  a  man  intends  that  something  should 
be  done  he  points  out  what  it  is.  But 
will  any  man  look  me  in  the  fooe  and 
tell  me  that  the  present  emigration  and 
the  miseries  by  which  the  Irish  populo- 
Uaa  are  snnonnded  would  be  rdieved  1^ 
the  drainage  of  the  Shannon?  Now,  I 
will  ask  what  is  the  present  state  of  Ire- 
land—and tJiis  goes  to  the  real  difficulty — 
the  country  is  divided  against  itself.  The 
first  great  party  in  the  country  is  that  old 
party  that  for  many  centuries  domi- 
neered cruelly  over  Ireland — I  speak  of 
the  great  Protestant  parly.  They  are  said 
to  be  represented  in  ttus  House  by  my 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  —  for  X 
hope  ho  will  allow  me  to  call  him  so — 
the  Member  for  the  University  of  Dub- 
lin (Mr.  Whiteside),  and  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Belfast  (Sir  Hugh  Cairns).  The  next 
party  ia  the  Catholic  party,  who  were 
Inoi^^t  into  political  histo^  in  the  year 
1829.  And  then  there  is  a  third  party, 
whieh  ia  also  r^resented  in  this  House, 
the  Bevabliean  party  of  Ireland,  who  call 
themsuves  Fenians — not  Athenians — Fe- 
nian^ and  who  want  to 
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from  England,  and  to  set  np  as  a  national 
goToninwnt  for  tAwmselveB.  Nov,  the 
first  two  parties  I  can  discoss  the  question 
with.  I  can  deal  with  them  as  to  the 
oondition  of  Ireland,  and  oonsolt  with  them 
as  to  the  modes  of  remedyiog  it.  But 
with  the  third  I  hold  no  parley  whatever. 
Their  efforts  are  directed  to  so  vitally 
different  an  end  that  nothing  can  settle 
the  question  if  they  hare  the  power  but 
the  sword.  It  comes  to  that— it  means 
rebellion,  it  means  separation  from  Eng- 
land, and  so  long  as  I  sit  in  this  House  I 
am  prepared.  Sir,  to  put  them  down — aye, 
with  the  sword  if  necessary.  Now,  the 
first  party  of  which  I  spoke—the  old  Pro- 
testant party  of  Ireland — ^in  opinion 
have  made  a  great  mistake,  lliey  have 
not  aeo^ted  ueir  mission,  but  have  in- 
variably tamed  their  batteiy  since  he  has 
been  in  office  against  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
tleman  the  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir 
Bobert  Peel).  Now,  I  think  there  can  be 
nothing  more  unfair  than  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding, I  heard  the  debate  upon  the 
riots  in  Belfast.  The  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man  the  Uember  for  Dublin  University 
(Mr.  Whiteside)  and  the  hon,  and  learned 
Gentleman  (Sir  Hagh  Cairns)  really  seem 
to  be  the  representatives  of  the  little  dirty 
boys  in  Belfast,  boys  who  got  up  a  row 
which  led  eventually  to  the  disastrous 
turbulence  in  Belfast  because  the  people 
of  Dublin  had  been  allowed  to  walk  in 
prooession  in  honour  of  Hr.  O'Connell. 
Now,  we  ate  very  often  asked  what  has 
been  done  for  Iioumd.  I  will  tell  what  I 
beUeve  has  been  done  in  my  time.  At 
the  Wginniwg  of  this  century  Ireland  was 
as  ill  governed  a  oounfay  as  Poland  is  now. 
There  was  the  curse  of  horrid  bigotry  upon 
that  country;  there  was  cmdty,  there 
was  misery,  there  was  every  sort  of  mis- 
chief predominant  in  that  land.  In  the 
year  1829  a  light  broke  over  us,  and  the 
emanoipatiou  of  the  Catholics  was  granted. 
From  that  time  to  the  present  the  House 
has  been  endeavouring  with  all  its  earnest* 
neas  and  all  its  power  to  do  justice  to  that 
ooontry.  Now,  what  has  bwn  the  reanlt  ? 
Why,  that  Irdand  now  at  this  present 
moment  is  as  well  governed  as  any  one  of 
the  three  Ungdoms.  I  defy  an  answer  to 
that  assertion.  la  not  law  administered 
tiiere  with  as  much  jusfaoe  and  honour  as 
in  England  andSootland?  Can  yon  find 
a  body  <tf  men  more  upright  and  respected 
than  the  Judges  of  IreUnd  ?  Does  any 
man  whisper  wtinst  them  that  they  are 
pirtiwiiii^  eni^  w  Ingoted,  and  an  not 


the  lai^  number  of  them  Gathdios  ^ 
this  present  time  ?  Ll  foo^  there  is  no 
distimstion  between  man  and  man  on  ac- 
count of  his  religion.  As  far  as  law  is 
concerned  then  Irdand  is  well  governed. 
Well,  then,  coming  to  the  administration 
of  Ireland,  I  ask  ia  there  anything  in  it 
cruel  or  unconstitutional  ?  Is  anything 
done  in  that  country  to  controvert  the 
right  of  any  one  individual,  and  is  not 
the  voice  of  his  complaint  heard  in  this 
House  directly?  Do  we  not  do  our 
utmost  to  do  justice  to  evenr  human  being 
in  Ireland }  Well,  then,  I  say  that  Ire- 
land is  as  well  governed  as  any  of  the 
three  kingdoms.  But  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  the  Member  for  Queen's 
County  (Cobnd,  Dunne)  aa^  you  are 
draining  Ireland.  Now  let  me  consider 
that  point.  Take  a  peasant  and  a  man  of 
£1,000  a  year  in  Ireland.  Do  they  pay 
one  farthing  more  in  taxation  than  persons 
of  the  same  class  in  England  ?  Does  the 
man  with  £1,000  a  year  in  Ireland  pay 
more  for  his  horses,  his  servants,  or  hu 
house?  Does  he  pay  more  income  tax 
than  he  would  pay  in  England  ?  Then 
look  at  the  indirect  taxes.  Do  people  pay 
more  in  Ireland  for  their  sugar  and  their 
tea  than  they  pay  in  Enghmd  ?  If  not, 
howis  Ireland  "drained?"  It  is  all  very 
well  to  give  us  figures  and  facts ;  I  long 
ago  found  that  figures  and  facts  will  prove 
anything.  But  the  test  I  have  just  iq»pUed 
is  one  which  yon  cannot  answer.  Tax- 
ation in  Ireland  ia  no  higher  than  in  Eng- 
land. As  B  matter  of  Btate  neceeoty-  you 
are  obliged  to  tax  the  people  of  au  the 
three  ki^;dom^  bat  in  doing  so  no  ftvonr- 
itism  is  shown  to  an  Englishman  or  a 
Scotchman  above  an  Irishman,  Then, 
again,  is  not  an  Irishman's  career  quite  as 
safe  in  England  as  that  of  an  Englishman  ? 
Though  we  know  he  is  an  Irishman  by 
his  peculiar  manner  in  talking,  do  we  care 
for  that  ?  Do  not  we  recmve  him  every- 
where as  a  brother  and  a  inend  ?  Is  there 
any  difference  in  our  treatment  of  him  ? 
No,  and  ^et  Irishmen  indulge  in  tbis  con- 
stant whining,  which  they  have  sucked  in 
firom  old  nurses  from  a  poo^  whom  oar 
grandfathers  oppressed.  They  are  the 
mwe  disciples  of  any  tAA.  woman  who 
ohooses  to  talk  to  than— but  it  is  only 
talk — of  the  difEsrenoe  between  the  two 
coontries  and  the  wrongs  of  Ireland.  Now 
let  me  again  advert  to  the  right  hon.  Geo- 
tleman  the  Seoretuy  for  Ireland  (fiit 
Bobert  Feel).   He  is  in  a  veiy  difiUolt 
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most  important  in  the  Government  next 
to  that  of  Lord  Russell.  I  say  this  ad- 
visedly. And  what  has  he  to  do?  He 
has  to  deal  with  the  combustible  mass 
that  I  have  described.  If  he  faroors  the 
Catholics,  or  does  them  a  kindness,  up 
jumps  the  bon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
(Sir  Hugh  Cairns)  or  my  right  bon.  and 
learned  Friend  (Mr.  "Whiteside),  and  ac- 
cuses bim  of  doing  an  injury  to  Ireland. 
If,  on  the  otber  hand,  he  does  a  good* 
natnred  thing  to  the  Protestants,  he  is 
foimd  &ult  with  by  the  Catholics.  Now, 
to  my  mindf  it  marks  the  goodneas  of  the 
rig^t  hon.  Goitleman's  goTemment  tSiat 
it  is  thus  found  fimlt  wiQi  by  both  sides. 
What  18  he  to  do  in  this  dii&eulty  ?  Why, 
pursue  the  Btraigtforward,  manly  course 
which  an  Englishman  placed  in  that  po- 
ntion  oug^t  to  pursue.  Go  straightfor- 
ward in  Ihe  path  of  truth  and  honour,  and 
do  whaterer  truth  and  honour  tell  him  to 
do.  I  sincerely  belieTO  that  the  faults 
which  belong  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
are  rery  much  the  faults  of  the  people 
among  whom  he  dwells — he  is  too  im- 
pulsive and  he  talks  too  much.  If  he 
would  practise  the  art  of  silence — and  a 
great  art  it  is — if  he  would  learn  to  shake 
his  head  with  gravity  and  use  "  wise  saws 
and  modem  instanoes  " — I  think  he  would 
be  a  more  effective  Secretary  for  Ireland. 
Still  I  cannot  hide  ftvm  myself  that  an 
injustice  has  been  done  to  we  right  hon. 
Gentieman.  He  has  done  what  he  be- 
Herea  to  be  for  the  good  of  Irfdend ;  he 
has  tffonght  a  kind  heart  and  gennous 
hand  to  that  oonntry,  and  the  people  who 
turn  upon  him  and  &nd  fault  with  almost 
every  act  of  his  administration  cannot 
know  how  difflciUt  it  is  to  govern  Ireland 
aright.  Then,  what  do  I  propose  for  Ire- 
land ?  A  Government  grant  ?  Not  at  all. 
I  think  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer that  wdl -devised  schemes  may  pos- 
sibly receive  with  advantage  Government 
aid.  But  the  mischiefs  of  Ireland  lie 
deeper  than  that.  The  evil  is  that  they 
qnarrel  among  themselves,  and  when  I 
see  men  in  the  prominent  position  occupied 
by  the  two  hon.  and  leuned  Gentlmuen 
pandering  to  small  prq'ndioes  among  ¥iO' 
teatantSi  and  doing  what  the^  oan  to  alarm 
all  the  old  women  in  the  kingdom,  I  say 
there  is  litUe  to  expect  f^m  that  party. 
Then  I  torn  to  the  CatboUes.  They  are 
led  by  their  priests.  Beootlect  the  posi- 
tion in  which  the  priests  are  now.  The 
prints  have  tanght  the  people  unUl  at 
wngth  the  people  have  gone  beyond  their 
Hr.JMuek 


teachers.  The  late  election  at  Tralee 
gives  a  curious  instance  of  the  dedrasion 
of  priestly  power  in  Ireland.  And  I  am 
very  curious  to  know  what  will  occur  at 
Tipperary,  because  there  we  have  a  clear 
case  of  the  Catholic  cleigy  pitted  against 
what  is  called  "  Young  Ireland."  The 
fact  iB,  that  the  Catholic  clergy  have  gone 
beyond  their  mark.  This  does  not  sur- 
pnse  me.  Napoleon  said  that  if  yon 
scraped  the  varnish  of  civilization  from  a 
Kussian  you  came  upon  a  Kalmuck.  So 
I  sa^  if  you  scrape  off  the  varnish  of 
civilization  from  the  Irish  priest  he  be- 
comes the  Irish  peasant.  The  Irish  priest 
has  all  tiie  passions  and  pr^udices,  all 
the  narrow  ^m^atliies  and  contracted 
views  of  the  Indi  peasant.  It  is  the 
blind  leading  tbe  blind,  and  that  they 
should  both  tumble  into  the  hole  does 
not  surprise  me.  To  both  parties,  then, 
I  say,  "Break  dovm  the  prejudices  that 
have  beset  yon  for  ages."  I  know  that 
England  has  been  a  cruel  stepmother  to 
Ireknd.  I  say  so,  and  have  sud  so— up 
to  the  year  1829.  But  from  that  time  to 
the  present,  I  defy  anybody  to  show  me 
anytiiing  in  our  L^slation  that  you  can 
0nd  reasonable  fault  with,  except  the  Co- 
ercion Bill  for  Ir^nd,  which  was  about 
the  last  trait  of  cruelty  manifested  by  this 
House.  From  1829  to  the  present  hour, 
with  that  exception,  the  great  object  of 
the  House  has  been  to  do  justice  to  Ire- 
land, to  make  her  people  h^py,  to  give 
them  the  power  of  governing  themsdvos, 
to  make  them  in  all  things  as  far  as  pes* 
sible  the  equals  of  Englishmen  and  Scotch- 
men. It  now  only  remains  for  the  leaders 
of  opinion  in  Ireland  to  set  an  example  of 
Uie  same  sort;  and  if  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  will  tell  their  friends  that  the 
time  for  Protestant  domination  has  ceased 
for  ever,  that  henceforth  all  Irishmen  must 
be  equal  before  the  law,  that  the  law  must 
be  paternal,  kind,  and  good  to  all  alike, 
and  that  all  party  domination  must  cease 
for  ever,  they  will  have  done  a  great  deal 
to  soften  down  the  animosities  on  their  side, 
so  disastrous  to  their  counti?.  To  the 
Catholics  and  priests  of  Iruand  I  say, 
"  Accept  your  pomtion.  Ireland  is  not  a 
province  of  England.  It  is  one-third  part 
of  the  ^at  Empire.  The  people  of  the 
three  kingdoms  are  all  equal.  We  want 
Irishmen  to  be  as  well  governed  as  our- 
selves. You  are  our  equals.  We  want 
yon  to  be  as  happy  as  ourselves.  V^e 
want  Toa  to  be  one  with  r~'  ' 
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one  m  greatneM,  one  in  Tirtne,  sod  one  in 
honour."  I  say  that  until  Irishmen  break 
down  their  petty  prejadices  and  animosi- 
ties they  will  be  condemned  to  be  vhat 
they  are  now.  It  is  not  £100,000  or  a 
million  of  pablio  money  that  will  lift 
them  from  their  present  condition.  Th&j 
must  aooomplish  this  for  themselres.  It 
is  not  enough  to  tell  me  t^t  the  centre  of 
Irelaiid  is  lower  than  the  shores ;  that  is 
not  thfi  oanae  of  tiie  misery  of  Ireland. 
It  is  not  enough  to  tell  me  that  we  have 
ooal  and  they  have  little  or  none;  that  is 
not  the  cause  of  the  misery  of  Ireland. 
The  misery  of  Ireland  comes  from  her 
own  children.  It  is  their  own  weakness, 
their  own  prejudices,  their  own  narrow 
views,  their  own  hostility  to  each  other, 
that  has  created  and  will  continue  to  create 
the  misery  of  Ireland.  1  say  once  for  all, 
that  until  that  is  done  away  with  there 
will  be  no  hope  for  Ireland. 

Lord  DUNEELLIN  could  assure  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  who  had  just 
sat  down,  that  he  was  not  going  to  add  one 
note  to  that  wretched  whine  for  money  of 
whioh  he  had  spoken,  but  when  the  case  of 
wretchedness  and  misery  of  Ireland  was 
brought  before  the  ^ose,  he  thought  that 
it  would  hare  been  well  to  hare  kept  to 
the  facts  on  which  a  hearing  was  de- 
manded. In  the  debate  which  had  taken 
place,  he  denied  that  there  had  been  any 
whiniog  for  public  money;  and  although 
several  Members  had  spoken  of  advances 
by  which  Irish  enterprise  might  be  stimu- 
lated, it  was  by  loans  to  be  repaid.  He 
had  heard  no  proposal  of  grants  in  any 
way  that  could  fairly  be  called  a  whine  for 
public  money.  Among  all  the  panaceas 
whioh  had  been  propounded  for  the  cure 
of  Ireland,  he  h&i  listened  in  rain  for 
those  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Qentieman. 
He  (Mr.  Boebuck)  had  admitted  that  evils 
did  exist,  and  that  there  were  dissensions 
unongat  Irishmen,  but  he  (Lord  Dunkellin) 
could  not  allow  Uiat  the  latter  were  the 
caose  of  fke  former.  In  speaking  of  dis- 
tress, he  was  referring  ezelasiTely  to  the 
west  and  souOi  of  Ireland,  for  he  admitted 
that  the  north  witli  its  mannfoctures  was 
flourishing ;  and  it  was  probably  from  the 
happy  condition  of  the  north,  that  statistics 
were  derived  whioh  led  the  right  hon. 
Saronet  to  infer  the  general  prosperity  of 
the  country.  He  believed  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  and  the  Government  relied  too 
much  on  statistics  in  the  matter.  Sta- 
tistics were  very  useful  in  their  w^, 
but  they  could  not  supersede  the  expo- 
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rience  which  a  man  obtained  by  the 
exercise  of  his  own  senses.    The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  introduced  that  Motion 
(Mr.  Hennessy)  had  referred  to  the  speech 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Great  Soathnn 
and  'Western  Railway,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  the  traffic  in  oatUo  had 
greatly  decreased  along  that  Hue;  but 
the  nght  hon.  Baronet  qnoted  returns 
in  reply,  with  a  view  to  sbow  that  the 
number  of  oattle  in  Ireland  had  eotuidly 
iuOTeased,  and  he  then  infbned  that  if 
there  was  a  diminished  traffio  under  tiut 
head,  that  oircnmstance  must  be  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  cattle  were  kept  in 
the  oountry  for  consumption  or  other 
purposes.   But  the  south  and  .west  of 
Ireland  formed  an  essentially  agricultural 
district,  and  it  would  be  idle  to  imagine 
that  their  condition  was  improving,  while 
one  of  their  chief  products  was  less  exten- 
sively exported.   The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  also  stated  that  there  had  of  late  been 
an  increase  in  the  deposits  of  the  Irish  Sav- 
ings Banks,  but  he  (Lord  Dunkellin)  should 
feel  much  surprise  if  that  increase  had 
taken  place  in  the  southern  and  western 
portions  of  tiie  ialand.   He  would  next 
refer  to  the  important  and  painful  question 
of  emigration.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  tiM  than  that  the  nnmbw  of  emi- 
grants from  Irehtnd  in  1863  was  117,000, 
while  in  1864  it  was  114,000.  Now 
these  figures  no  doubt  showed  a  slight 
diminution.    But  it  should  be  remembered 
that  in  the  later  case  the  number  was 
taken  from  a  smaller  population,  and  there 
was,  therefore,  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
per  centage  of  emigration  to  population 
remained  almost  unaltered.    It  was  cer- 
tainly impossible  to  look  with  unmixed 
regret  on  a  movement  which  must  be  sup- 
posed to  affOTd  some  advantage  to  the 
people  who  immediately  engaged  in  it. 
But  it  was  ft  swiouB  evU  that  it  was  the 
sick,  the  pauper,  and  the  aged  that  were 
left  at  home,  wldle  the  men  who  emigrated 
belonged  to  that  class— heads  of  families, 
strong  and  stalwart  men— which  he  should 
like  to  see  remun  in  theeountiT,  Itim 
this  circumstance,  more  than  the  amount 
of  the  emigration,  that  had  occasioned 
alarm.    Some  said  that  the  cause  of  the 
emigration  was  the  inability  of  the  people 
to  live  on  the  land  where  they  were  located. 
That  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  sources 
of  the  distress  existing  in  the  west,  and 
also,  he  believed,  in  the  south  of  Ir^and. 
The  population  there  were  essentially 


tCOHUOKS)       ^vkatd—SMekUat.  760 


759  SM*of 

of  agiicoltuial  operationa  they  were  able 
to  earn  a  sufficient  amount  of  wages,  yet  in 
the  winter  they  were  unable  to  get  wages 
enough  to  provide  themselTes  with  tiie 
means  of  living.  The  oonsequenoe  was, 
that  during  vrinter  the  people  of  the 
agricultural  districts  orowded  into  the 
different  towns  of  the  neighbourhood  in 
search  of  food  or  relief,  the  towns  became 
over  orowded,  and  the  work  which,  was 
sought  for  coidd  not  be  obtained.  In  the 
town  (Oalway)  he  had  the  honour  to  re- 
present, there  were  hundreds  of  honest 
men  who  were  anxious  to  obtain  any  kind 
€^  employmenti  by  whidi  they  could  earn 
a  fair  day's  wagea  to  take  home  for  the 
support,  of  thdr  familiei^  but  who  were 
unable  to  obtain  it.  It  was  while  these 
people  were  poutively  starving,  that  the 
country  was  pained  by  reading  in  the 
newspapers  that  in  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  a  feeling  of  congratulation  was 
expressed  on  the  prosperity  of  Ireland. 
The  result  of  the  want  of  capital  and  the 
means  of  employment,  was  forced  idleness, 
and  that  produced — not  disloyalty — dis- 
trust aijd  dissatisfaction.  Why  ^d  that 
dissatu&otion  and  diateust  exist  ?  He  be- 
lieved it  was  because  during  the  whole 
seven  years  that  the  present  Government 
had  been  in  office,  they  had  never  con- 
snlted  the  feeling  of  the  oountry  on  any 
subject,  or  undertaken  any  work  of  im- 
potianoe  for  its  adrantage.  It  was  easy 
to  that  Uie  Iridi  pe^^  were  always 
grumbling  and  alw^  making  requests; 
oat  why  was  that  so?  Because  their 
grumbling  and  their  requests  were  never 
attended  to.  The  Chancellor  of  the  £x- 
ehequer  had  taken  great  pains  to  guard 
himself  against  being  supposed  to  hold 
out  any  hopes  of  assistance  to  Ireland,  and 
had  spoken  of  certain  exemptions  which 
she  enjoyed  in  respect  to  taxation.  With 
regard  to  the  income  tax,  the  right  hon. 
O^tleman  ai^ed  that  Ireland  had  some 
advantage  in  the  mode  of  valuation.  Yet 
whether  the  valuation  was  high  or  low, 
the  landlord  had  to  pay  his  income  tax  on 
a  ^ound  before  he  received  it  But  he 
maintained  that  the  impodticm  of  the  in- 
oone  tax  at  all  (m  Irehmd,  was  nnftiir 
towards  that  country.  When  the  late 
Sir  Bobert  Peel  imposed  that  tax  on  Eng- 
land in  1842,  he  did  not  extend  it  to  Ire- 
land, but  he  sabjected  her  to  two  other 
additional  burdens  which  he  r^arded  as 
an  equivalent  for  that  exemption.  He 
laid  on  a  duty  of  1«.  per  gallon  on  spirits 
nonnfaotured  in  Ireland,  jukd  he  also 


raised  her  stamp  duties,  a  tax  which,  he 
said,  was  to  some  extent  a  tax  on  property, 
to  the  same  level  as  the  English  stamp 
duties.    Well,  how  did  matters  stand  with 
Ireland  in  1865,  when  it  certainly  could 
not  be  said  that  her  condition  had  greatiy 
improved  ?   Why,  when  Sir  Bobert  Pad 
placed  the  extra  shilling  on  Irish  spirits, 
the  tax  was  augmented  to  only  3«.  Sil.  per 
gallon,  and  since  then,  the  Irish  spirit  duty 
had  been  more  than  doubled.    The  in- 
creased stamp  dnty  also  remained ;  and  in 
addition  to  that  tiiey  had  been  burdened 
with  the  income  tu  itself,  which  they 
were  foreed  to  pay  before  tiiey  got  their 
income.   That  was  the  state  of  things, 
forsooUi,  mider  which  tiiey  had  the  ^m 
satiafootaon  of  bong  eongratnlated  by  the 
Chancellw  ot  the  Exchequer  on  tiieir 
immunity  from  taxation.  When  he  blamed 
the  Government  for  their  conduct  towards 
Ireland,  he  did  not  include  the  Chief 
Secretary  (Sir  Bobert  Peel)  in  his  censure, 
because  although  they  found  foult  and 
took  liberties  with  that  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, they  were  all  willing  to  own  that 
he  was  actuated  by  a  desire  to  do  his  duty, 
to  help  the  countiy  and  push  forward  its 
material  prosperity ;  but,  unhappily,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  only  one  among 
many,  and  the  Treasury,  which  was  the 
real  controller  of  every  public  outlay,  was 
always  unwilling  to  afford  any  assistance 
to  Ireland.  He  sud  that  the  tendency  of 
thdr  flwnnoial  poli^  had  been  to  destroy 
mihet  than  to  stimulate  the  industry  of 
Ireland ;  and,  no  matter  what  might  be 
the  cause,  it  was  painfiil  to  see  such  large 
numbers  of  able  bodied  men  leaving  ^e 
oountry.    It  was  said  that  it  was  easy  to 
get  up  a  cry  of  distress,  without  attempt- 
ing to  devise  a  remedy.   No  doubt  it  was 
hf^  to  devise  a  remedy,  but  it  was  surely 
incumbent  upon  those  who  governed  the 
countxy  rather  than  upon  a  private  Mem- 
ber to  attempt  to  do  so.    He  did  not  wish 
to  adopt  the  whine  of  a  mendicant,  but  he 
might  say  that  there  was  an  idea  prevalent 
in  the  country  that  great  good  might  be 
done  if  a  stimulus  were  given  to  public 
works.   A  great  deal  of  good  mignt«  he 
thought,  be  done^  if  fodlities 
in  Irebmd  for  flie  carrying  out  of  us^l 
puhlio  works,  sooh,  for  instance,  as  tliat 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Shannon,  and 
that  for  a  system  of  arterial  drainage  on 
the  western  part  of  the  island,  and  that 
for  improving  the  harbour  of  the  town 
(Ghdway)  wUch  he  had  the  honour  to 
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Bohemei  as  those  would,  although  they 
might  not  affect  the  whole  of  the  country, 
yet  afford  oTidenoe,  at  all  events  on  the 
part  of  the  GtoTemment,  of  a  desire  to 
meet  its  wante  and  requirements.  It  was 
not  wise,  he  maintained,  by  refusing  to 
take  some  snoh  course,  to  alienate  the 
people  of  Ireland  from  the  Liberal  party. 
It  should  rather  be  the  endeavour  of  the 
GoTenunent  to  conciliate  their  good  will, 
which  might  easily  be  secured  by  a  policy 
of  kindness  and  conciliation,  for  th^  were 
a  warm  hearted  and  generous  race.  In 
other  oonntriee  money  was  fireely  expended 
in  I3ie  development  of  the  national  re- 
sources, and  he  did  not  see  why,  in  the 
case  of  Ireland,  so  good  an  example  should 
not  be  imitated.  He  put  it  to  his  hon. 
Friend  whether  the  better  course  wonld  not 
be  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  result  attained 
by  the  Motion  as  it  stood,  than  to  press  it 
to  a  division ;  and  in  that  event,  he  trusted 
the  attention  of  the  Government  having 
been  called  so  forcibly  to  the  subject,  they 
might  see  their  way  to  adopt  some  mea- 
surra  tending  to  diminish  the  destitation 
and  misery  unhappily  so  prevalent  in 
Ireland. 

Sir  HTTGH  CAIRNS :  Sir,  I  have  no 
intention  of  entering  into  the  various 
questions  into  which  this  debate  has  wan- 
dered. The  House,  I  am  sure,  heard  with 
pleorare  the  careftil,  calm,  able,  and  in- 
teresting statement  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Uember  for  the  King's  Goant^,  who  pro- 
posed this  Amendment,  and  I  own  it  appear- 
ed to  me  that  the  topics  which  he  brought 
forward  were  well  worthy  the  considera- 
tion, and,  if  necessary,  the  further  inquiry 
of  the  House.  Bat,  at  the  same  time,  if  I 
were  called  on  by  recording  a  vote  to 
pledge  myself  to  the  proposition  which 
appears  on  the  paper  I  should  have  diffi- 
culty in  affirming,  at  all  events,  the  first 
part  of  it,  knowing  how  very  different 
interpretations  the  early  words  of  his 
Amendment  most  be  susceptible  of.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  asks  the 
House  to  affirm  that  it  observes  with  re- 
gret the  decline  of  the  population  of  Ire- 
land. 17ow,  OS  an  ahauact  proposition  I 
entirely  concur  in  that  statement,  and  I 
am  sure  we  must  aU  r^rot  very  much 
that  circumstances  should  have  existed 
leading  to  a  decline  of  the  population. 
We  all  must  regret  that  it  has  occurred. 
Of  course,  wherever  there  is  much  emi- 
gration from  any  country  the  youngest  and 
strongest  and  most  energetic  go,  an4  those 
who  are  not  so  young  or  so  eneigetio 


remain  behind.  Bui  if  I  am  adced  to 
say,  taking  Ireland  as  it  is,  and  taking 
into  account  all  the  oircnmstanees  of  Ire- 
land, that  I  regret  there  are  not  3,000,000 
or  4,000,000  more  inhabitaDts  in  the 
oountiy  than  there  are,  I  must  own  that  I 
do  not  regret  it.  However  we  may  lament 
the  state  of  Ireland,  I  believe  that  we 
should  have  to  lament  it  very  much  more  if 
the  population,  instead  of  being  something 
over  5,000,000,  were  Itetveen  8,000,000 
and  9,000,000.  But  I  rise  not  so  much  to 
obsrare  on  these  points  as  upon  some  com- 
ments made  by  the  hon.  and  leamedMember 
for  Sheffield  (Jb.  Boebndk)  who  sits  below 
the  gangway.  There  is  a  very  exoellent 
and  wholesome  Bule  of  this  H^nse  which 
has  been  often  enforced  by  you,  Sir,  from 
that  seat — that  it  is  not  convenient  or 
regular  that  in  any  debate  reference 
should  be  made  to  what  has  passed  in 
another  debate.  We  had  a  debate  a  very 
few  nights  ago,  not  on  the  general  con* 
dition  of  Ireland,  but  on  certain  isolated 
and  separate  matters  of  administration 
connected  with  the  law  in  Ireland,  with 
reference  to  which  certain  distinct  and 
'specific  oha^s  were  made  against  the 
Government,  which  received  firom  the 
Government  such  answer  as  they  had  to 
give.  The  hon.  end  learned  Member  for 
Sheffield  either  was  or  was  not  in  his 
plue  on  that  ocoaaon.  If  he  was,  and 
thought  these  charges  ill-founded,  I  ven- 
ture to  think  the  Goremment  would  have 
received  with  open  arms  an;y  assistance 
from  him  or  any  other  English  Member 
who  ventured  to  rise  in  his  place  and  say, 
while  there  was  a  capability  of  answering 
him  as  to  the  facts,  what  he  has  said  to* 
night.  If  ho  had  risen  then  I  should  not 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  replying  to 
him ;  but  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
the  University  of  Dublin,  to  whom  he  has 
referred  so  plentifully  to-night,  would 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  answering. 
And  had  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Sh^Md  repudiated  as 
nonsense  the  statements  put  forward  in 
debate,  treating  these  as  mere  disputes 
about  some  Mle  boys — ^had  ha  then  sud, 
"  You  do  not  mean  to  allege  tiiat  there  is 
any  charge  against  the  Government  with 
respect  to  the  administration  of  the  law, 
any  partiality  in  its  administration,  or  any- 
thing more  than  what  kind  words  addressed 
first  to  one  side  and  then  to  the  other 
would  prevent,"  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  would  have  discovered — ^what  he 
is  too  old  a  taetioan  ©ll^^e 
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— ^that  there  was  behind  a  cnuhing  and 
eondunve  reply  to  all  snoh  observations. 
^Hut  was  a  disoussioD,  not  seeking  any 
new  let^lation,  not  desiring  the  aid  of  the 
Hcnue  to  fbrtfaer  the  whine  of  a  mendi- 
cant, it  was  a  debate  in  which  specific 
chaigee — whether  those  charges  were  right 
or  wnmg  I  am  not  going  to  argue  now — 
specific  charges  of  partiality  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law  were  brought 
against  the  Oovenypent.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Sheffield  either  does 
not  apprehend  the  nature  of  that  debate, 
or  his  singular  reference  to  it  to  night  can 
only  be  explained  by  assuming  that  he  had 
not  the  courage  to  say  on  a  former  occasion 
what  he  knew  could  then  be  answered  and 
disproved.  Bat  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  ShefiSeld  has  appeared  to-night 
in  a  new  character.  He  comes  forward 
to  explain  what  were  really  the  evils  of 
Ireland,  and  how  they  ought  to  be  cured. 
And  it  seems  it  is  not  through  the  Shannon, 
the  Oalway  oontraot,  the  land  question, 
nor  any  of  the  o&er  matters  which  have 
been  aUuded  to  in  this  debate,  that  any 
ameliwation  or  satisfhctoiy  settlement  is 
to  be  looked  for ;  what  Ireland  wants  is 
a  few  kiud  words,  a  little  good  feeling  and 
harmony,  and  gentleness  of  expression  be- 
tween the  various  classes  of  which  the 
country  is  composed.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  is,  we  know,  an  adept  at  pour- 
ing oil  on  the  troubled  waters ;  but  he  has 
never  probably  shone  with  such  triumphant 
splendour  and  lustre  as  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. Because  observe  what  he  does; 
he  dirides  Ireland  into  three  classes.  The 
first  class  he  called  the  Fenians,  and  sug- 
gested that  they  were  represented  in  this 
House  very  largely;  for,  though  he  did 
not  mention  any  names,  he  pointed  in 
Tarious  directions,  indioating  tiiat  an  in- 
credible number  of  Uembera  were  returned 
by  tiie  inflnenoe  of  that  body.  And  what 
would  he  do  with  these  Fenians  ?  Say  a 
few  kind  words  to  them?  He  would  ex- 
terminate them  with  the  sword.  Nothing 
short  of  that;  he  would  hold  no  parley, 
no  conversation  with  them.  Then  as  to 
the  other  two  classes — with  them  he  would 
hold  conversation.  I  am  sure  they  are 
Tory  much  flattered  by  the  condescension 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman;  but 
let  us  find  a  specimen  of  the  honied  words 
he  thinks  they  should  address  to  one  an- 
other. He  takes  the  most  numerous  class, 
the  Roman  Catholic  population  of  Ireland; 
and  what  does  he  teU  them  }  He  speaks 
of  them  and  of  their  spiritual  advisers  in 


the  same  breath,  and  he  says  they  are 
"  blind  leaders  of  the  blind."  adding  that 
he  shall  not  be  mnch  surprised,  and  hint- 
ing that  nobody  need  very  much  regret,  if 
they  both  &11  into  a  deep  hole  and  are 
lost  sight  of  together.  He  speaks  next  of 
the  Froteatants,  and,  reverting  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  century*  says 
those  were  times  of  oppression,  of  rapine, 
and  plunder,  all  of  which  he  ascribes  to 
the  desire  for  Protestant  ascendancy,  and 
he  quietly  and  good-naturedly  su^ests  of 
the  Protestant  population  that  their  heart- 
felt desire  is  not  to  live  in  harmony  with 
their  fellow  subjects,  or  in  the  enjoyment 
of  the  equal  protection  of  the  law,  but  to 
revive  Uiose  very  times  which  he  calls 
times  of  rapine,  of  plunder,  and  oppres- 
sion. Those  are  the  honied  words  in  which 
he  addresses  the  Protestants  of  Ireland ; 
and  illnstrates  and  inforces  his  doctrine 
that  all  which  Ireland  needs  is  a  little  kind 
speaking  on  tiie  part  of  the  difierent  classes 
towards  each  other.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Qentlemau  also  gives  some  advise  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  SecTetazy 
for  Ireland  (Sir  Bobert  Feel).   He  stm 
lie  went  over  to  Ireland  with  a  sincere  de- 
sire to  do  good  to  the  country—  to  which 
I  say  that  I  believe  every  word  of  that 
statement;  he  says  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  shown  great  courtesy  in  his  ad- 
ministration of  the  duties  of  his  office, 
and,  from  my  own  experience,  I  most 
gladly  bear  testimony  to  the  accuracy  of 
that  assertion.    But  tiien,  he  says,  he  has 
one  fault,  he  is  too  much  like  the  people 
he  governs,  he  is  too  impulsive,  too  mnch 
in  &e  habit  of  saying  kind  things  first  to 
one  side  and  then  to  tho  other.    The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  not  only  gives  the 
Chief  Secretary  advice  —  he  sets  him  an 
example.   And  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man chooees  to  follow  t&t  example,  and 
to  use  the  tme  and  luigna^  whieh  are 
held  out  as  the  modd  aoeording  to  which 
he  should  demean  himself,  I  only  hope 
that  some  of  ns,  who  have  occasionally 
expressed  surprise  at  the  doings  and  say- 
ings of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  will  be 
present  on  the  occauon  that  he  puts  in 
practice  the  lessons  of  conciliation  ac- 
quired from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Sheffield.    The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman in  his  observations  to-night  has 
done  me  tho  honour  to  refer  to  me  as  the 
representative  of  the  Protestant  population 
of  Ireland.   I  venture  to  think  that  in 
this  House,  and  especially  near  that  part 
of  it  where  the  right  hon.  G«ntleman|him- 
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Bolf  sits,  he  will  find  a  ecore,  or  moretiuui 
a  score,  of  Mombera  who  haTO  as  much 
right  as  myself  to  represcoi^  and  who  do 
equally  represent,  the  Froteatant  population 
of  IreUind.  But  I  dieavow  alt(^ether  the 
claim  which  the  hon,  and  learned  Gentle- 
man has  set  up  on  my  behalf.  I  deny 
that  I  represent,  exclusively  the  Protestant 
population  of  Ireland.  I  represent  a  town 
comprising  Proteatants  and  Roman  Catho- 
lics; and  that  town  has  done  me  the 
honour  to  send  me  to  this  House ;  and  I 
stand  here  as  much  to  represent  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  aa  I  do  the  Protestant  popu- 
lation of  that  town.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  says  the  Irish  Members  are  in  the 
habit  of  coming  to  this  House  with  men- 
dicant whine  aaking  for  public  money.  I 
repudiate  the  assertion.  And  I  can  tell 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  aometiiing 
more.  Speaking  not  merely  with  reference 
to  the  present  year,  when  the  north  of 
Ireland,  and  more  particularly  the  part 
with  which  I  am  connected,  ia  happily 
enjoying  unusual  prosperity,  partly  arising 
from  the  state  of  mannfaotures,  and  partly 
also  from  the  favourable  harvest  of  last 
year,  but  speaking  also  of  very  different 
times,  when  manufactures  were  not  thriv- 
ing and  harvests  were  not  good,  I  deny 
that  at  any  moment  the  north  of  Ireland, 
the  portion  of  the  country  with  which  I 
am  best  acquainted,  came  to  thia  House 
with  mendicant  whiJie,  or  with  any  whine 
at  all,  or  ever  asked  fbr  a  shiUiog  of  pnblio 
money,  or  fbr  assiBtance  of  any  kind.  And 
rejoicing  aa  I  do  at  the  prosperity  of  the 
north  of  Irdand,  I  rejqiceuie  more  be- 
cause I  know  it  to  be  owing  to  the  unaided 
exertions  and  energy  of  Uie  people,  and 
not  to  any  aid  or  asaistance  of  the  Govern* 
ment.  But  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man tells  me  that  all  that  is  wanting  in 
the  north  of  Ireland  is  that  I  should  tell 
the  people  of  the  north,  that  tho  days 
of  Protestant  ascendancy  are  passed,  and 
that  there  ia  for  the  future  to  be  equality 
of  law  and  impartiality  of  Government 
for  all  clasaes  of  the  community.  I 
have  not  the  experience  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  but  I  have  some  ex- 
perience of  Ireland ;  and  I  will  say  that 
in  my  lemembranee  I  never  heard  of  a 
public  man  in  the  north  of  Ireland  on  any 
occasion,  public  or  private,  who  ever  hinted 
that  he  desired  to  see  any  system  prevail 
in  Ireland  except  one  which  would  secure 
a  true,  impartifd,  and  just  administration 
of  the  law  for  all  parties.  I  go  farther, 
and  say  that  I  never  yet  beard  any  puhlio 


man  in  the  north  of  Ireland  who  did  not 
exhort  all  classes  to  live  peaceably  together 
as  Mends  and  fiBUow-labonrers  in  the  great 
work  of  r^nerating  and  improving  their 
country.  I  go  further  still,  and  I  tell 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  there  is 
not  a  constituency  in  the  north  of  Ireland 
who  would  tolerate  language  of  a  different 
description  coming  from  any  person  who 
sought  to  address  them.  I  am  happy,  Sir, 
to  Uiink  that,  as  regai^  myself  and  my 
conduct  here,  my  character  is  in  tiie  hanoa 
of  the  Houae,  and  the  House  will  say  whe- 
ther I  have  ever  asked  for  anything  but  a 
just  and  impartial  administration  of  the 
law.  Sir,  as  to  the  mode  of  addressing 
my  constituents,  I  will  neither  ask  the 
advice  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
nor  follow  his  example.  Bat  vhen  he 
says  I  ever  in  this  House,  as  an  Iridi 
Member,  asked  as  a  whining  men^oant 
for  pubHc  money,  or  that  I  ever  out  of 
this  House  have  addressed  my  constituents 
in  language  implying  that  I,  or  they,  de- 
sire anything  but  impartial  justice,  the 
suggestion  is  not  more  reckless  than  it  is 
without  foundation. 

Mb.  LOWE :  I  hope  tiie  House  will 
allow  me  to  recall  its  attention  for  a 
few  moments  to  the  more  immediate  de- 
bate of  to-night,  although  the  subject 
may  be  less  exdting — and  certainly,  as 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  in  very  inferior 
hands.  The  question  is  one  which  has 
hitherto  been  unsolved,  and  is,  perhaps, 
insoluble ;  but,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  the  House,  I  spent  last  ymra  great 
part  of  my  time  in  investigating  tdie  ff^ev- 
ances  and  complaints  o£  beland,  and  my 
reflection  on  the  matter  has  IsA  me  to 
certain  conclusions  which  I  ask  pennismon 
to  lay  briefly  before  the  Houae.  I  quite 
agree  with  tiie  hon.  and  learned  GeuUc- 
man  who  has  just  sat  dovra  in  what  he 
has  said  with  regard  to  the  first  proposition 
before  us  to-night,  which  calls  on  us  to  la- 
ment the  decrease  of  the  population  of  Ire- 
land. In  the  abstract,  no  spectacle  can  be 
presented  to  the  human  mind  more  melan* 
choly  or  lamentable  than  a  nation  declining 
in  population;  and  if  anything  can  increase 
the  melancholy  of  such  a  prospect,  it  is 
that  the  decline  of  popolation  is  not  slow 
or  gradual,  but  effected  by  a  great  die- 
plaoement  of  the  people,  a  great  transfer 
of  human  bmngs  frina  one  part  of  the 
world  to  another,  which  cannot  take  plaoa 
witiiout  great  and  grievous  phjsiral  suf- 
fering, and  laceration  of  the  best  fedings  of 
humanity.  But  the  hon.  and  learned  Ita- 
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ber  for  the  Sing's  Conntj  (Iffr.  Hennessy) 
does  not  lay  before  us  an  abetract  propo* 
sitioD.  His  proposition  is  with  respect  to 
a  particular  state  of  tilings.  It  is  with 
respect  to  the  existing  state  of  the  Irish 
population  that  he  calls  on  this  House 
to  lament  its  decline— that  is,  the  emi- 
^tion  which  is  undoubtedly  thinning 
its  numbers.  That  is  not  to  be  taken 
in  the  abstract,  but  t(^ther  with  the 
oiroumstancea  Burronnding  it.  Now,  what 
aie  the  present  oronmstancea  of  Irdand  ? 
I  gather  them  from  Msh  If  embers  who 
hare  taken  part  in  the  debate.  They  have 
stated,  and  I  fn  one  give  implicit  credit 
to  the  statement,  as  coming  from  Gentle- 
men  entirely  to  be  relied  on,  and  well 
knowing  about  what  they  speak,  that  there 
does  prerul  in  many  parts  of  Ireland  rery 
great  distress,  poverty,  misery,  great  dis- 
content, and  I  fear,  some  disaffection. 
That  is  the  condition  of  things  in  Ireland ; 
and  I  ask,  if  that 'statement  is  true,  if 
there  be  among  the  population  of  Ireland 
so  much  misery,  poverty,  destitution,  and 
discouragement,  ought  the  House  to  lament 
that  under  Providence,  the  scientific  dis- 
coveries of  the  age,  increasing  intelligence 
from  schools  and  other  similar  causes,  have 
opened  to  them  and  led  them  to  the  means 
of  escape  from  a  destiny  bo  fu'lom  i  Ought 
we  to  lament  that  they  are  able  to  find  a 
place  in  another  country  where  they  may 
atbiin  that  employment,  that  comfort,  that 
hope  for  the  future,  which  they  are  unable 
to  find  at  home  ?  I  can  only  regard  this 
emigration,  unpopular  as  the  sentiment 
may  be,  as  a  double  good — a  good  to  those 
who  go  and  to  those  who  remain — to  those 
who  go  because  they  are  lifted  out  of  abject 
misery  and  dependence  into,  I  hope,  a 
condition  of  comparative  comfort,  and  to 
those  who  remain  because  the '  diminu- 
tion of  competition  mast  necessarily  leave 
the  wages  funded  to  be  divided  among 
a  smaller  number,  and  so  far  amelio- 
rate their  oondition.  I  admit  the  draw- 
backs that  exist,  the  great  miseiy,  and 
laceration  of  feelii^  that  most  occur. 
They  are  the  best — not  the  poorest— who 
go,  and  they  carry  their  capital  with  them ; 
Imt,  still,  looking  to  the  matter  as  a  na- 
tional movement  conducted  on  a  great 
scale,  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  admit  that 
it  is  not  a  good  to  those  who  go  and  a 
relief  of  misery  to  those  that  remain. 
Therefore,  I  find  myself  unable  to  agree 
to  the  first  proposition  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. The  noble  Lord  who  spoke 
a  little  while  ago  relbiced  to  the  causes 
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of  this  emigration,  and  said  that  he  did 
not  care  what  those  causes  were.  I 
do  care,  and  I  think  it  well  worth  while 
for  the  House  calmly  and  dispassionately 
to  consider  what  are  the  causes  which 
have  led  to  this  unparalleled  phenomenon; 
how,  in  a  country  divided  only  by  a  narrow 
strait  from  this  great  and  opiUent  country, 
we  should  see  our  fellow-subjects,  for 
whom  we  would  do  all  in  our  poww, 
reduced  to  such  a  state  of  misery  as  to 
quit  their  homes  and  seek  new  ones  with  a 
distant  and  not  very  friendly  Power.  The 
question  is  one  whidi  must  not  be  dis- 
oossed  in  heat  or  anger,  but  calmly  and 
dispassionately,  and  if  so  considered  I 
think  it  is  possible  to  arrive  at  a  right 
conclusion.  The  solution  of  the  matter 
most  frequentiy  put  forth  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  last  year  was  this — the  cause  of 
the  miseries  of  Ireland  is  to  be  traced  to 
her  over-taxation ;  she  is  ground  down  by 
an  ffliormous  taxation,  and  utterly  unable 
to  stand  up  under  it.  The  principal 
argument  stated  before  the  Committee 
was  that  the  taxation  of  Ireland  was  simi- 
lar to  the  taxation  of  England ;  tiiat  Ire- 
land was  poor  and  England  rich,  and  there- 
fore that  Ireland  could  not  bear  the  same 
taxation  as  England  could  bear.  That 
ailment  would  be  Tery  good  if  taxation 
were  adjusted  on  a  oast-iron  principle,  if 
every  square  mile  of  ground  in  ^land 
and  every  head  of  the  population  were 
chained  with  the  same  amount  as  in 
England.  But  I  always  thought  that  our 
taxation  was  regulated  on  a  very  different 
principle — that  allowing  for  the  roughness 
incidental  to  such  a  process,  every  man  in 
Ireland,  like  every  man  in  England,  was 
taxed  according  to  his  ability.  He  either 
pays  a  certain  percentage  on  his  income 
according  to  his  pover^,  or  aoowding  to 
his  abundance ;  or,  in  the  taxes  on  com- 
modities,  it  entirely  depends  upon  his  ex- 
penditure what  he  pays,  and  thus  taxation 
was  adjusted  to  the  oironmstanoes  of  in- 
dividuals. It  appears  to  me  also  that 
when  we  speak  of  apoor  conntnr  we  use  a 
fallacy.  It  is  not  England  or  beland  the 
mere  geographical  divirion  that  pays,  but 
Irishmen  and  Englishmen.  The  propo- 
sition comes  to  this,  that  a  rich  man 
living  in  a  poor  counti7  ought  to  be  more 
lightly  taxed  than  a  man  of  equal  riches 
who  happens  to  live  in  a  rich  country ; 
and  no  proposition  can  be  more  absurd 
than  that,  especially  as  the  probability  is 
that  the  man  who  lives  in  apoor  country, 
wiU  find  hia  nu^^^  ©i^^G^the 
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other.  If  we  look  at  the  incidence  of 
our  taxation,  now  so  admirably  adjusted, 
it  is  impoesible  to  say  Uiat  it  has  prevented 
that  rapid  inorease  of  capital,  the  want  of 
which  18  one  great  evil  of  Ireland.  Take 
the  case  of  the  manufacturer.  There  is  no 
tax  on  raw  material — he  is  merely  taxed 
on  his  profits  returned  by  himself.  Take 
the  case  of  the  peasant.  The  material  of 
which  his  cabin  is  built,  the  clothes  be 
wears,  and  his  food  are  all  free  from 
taxation.  The  only  form  in  which  the 
taxgatherer  approaches  him  is  in  re- 
speot  of  the  whisky,  tobacco,  tea,  and 
sugar,  which  he  consumes;  and  he  con- 
Bumw  very  little  of  the  two  latter.  Of 
course  Iruand  would  be  rioher  if  she 
did  not  pay  these  taxes ;  bat  it  appears 
impossibM  to  say  that  it  is  the  inoidence 
of  taxation  that  has  ground  down  tJie 
people  of  Ireland.  I  asked  the  witnesses, 
very  intelligent  gentlemen,  who  came 
before  the  Committee,  what  they  would 
propose  in  the  way  of  remisson.  They 
proposed  Uie  reduction  or  abolition  of  the 
income  tax.  "What,"  I  said,  "in  order 
to  stimulate  trade,  or  relieve  tiie  suffering 
poor  of  Ireland?  "  "Tes;"  they  said.  "And 
if  thatwBsnot  done,  whatnext?*'  I  asked. 
"  Lower  the  duty  on  whisky,"  they  sud, 
in  order  that  what  they  called  a  necessary 
of  life  may  be  had  cheaper  than  at  present. 
This  is  a  sample  of  the  sort  of  argu- 
ments addressed  to  us,  and  I  must  say 
that  those  Gentlemen  who  have  submitted 
Beports  have  done  well  in  not  insisting 
mnoh  on  this  part  of  the  evidrace.  Then 
it  is  said  that  absenteeism  has  brought  Ire* 
land  to  her  present  state.  But  abs^teeism 
is  not  an  evil  peculiar  to  Ireland.  Many 
counties  in  England,  Wales,  and  Scotland, 
have  absentee  proprietors.  The  colonies, 
also,  have  suffered  from  the  same  cause. 
There  is  hardly  an  Australian  colonist 
who  comes  to  this  country  who  does  not 
leave  landed  property  behind  him;  and 
yet  they  all  continue  to  prosper  in  spite  of 
absenteeism.  Without  denying  that  ab- 
senteeism is  an  evil,  it  is  obviously  quite 
inadequate  to  account  for  the  present 
state  of  misery  and  destitution  in  Ire- 
land. Then  I  go  further,  and  take  the 
tenure  of  land.  It  is  said  that  if  tenants 
eonld  only  get  compnlsorr  power  of 
recoming  fat  improrements  made  by 
thorn,  that  would  ruieve  the  distress.  But 
it  is  sud,  also,  in  the  same  breath,  that 
there  is  a  great  want  of  capital  in  the 
country,  especially  among  farmers.  How 
are  improvements  to  be  nude  .by  persons 
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deficient  somewhat  in  skill,  and  very 
much  indeed  in  capital  ?  Then  there  is 
against  that  also  the  argument  that  there 
is  nothing  more  fatal  to  the  progress  of 
agriculture  and  civilization  genenUIy  than 
a  compulsory  partnership  between  two 
persons  on  the  same  land,  such  as  we 
have  here  experience  of  in  copyholds 
and  tenures  of  that  kind.  It  appears 
to  me  to  be  quite  impossible  to  attri* 
bute  the  distrtns  to  tiie  want  of  a  law 
of  fixity  of  tenure,  or  compensation 
for  improvements,  which  is  entirely  un- 
known in  England.  Then  the  noble 
Lord  ttie  Uember  for  Stamford  (Lord 
Bobert  Cecil)  said  that  one  thing  was 
peculiar  to  Ireland,  and  that  was  the 
English  Government.  In  aiuwer  to  tiiat, 
I  would  refer  to  what  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Sheffidd  (Mr.  Boebnck) 
so  eloquently  said,  that  wherever  an  Irish* 
man  went,  however  much  he  might  better 
his  physical  condition*,  he  would  not  ex- 
change his  government  for  a  better.  The 
last  suggestion  was  thatof  th6  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sheffield  himself.  He  blames  the 
unhappy  discords  and  divisions  in  Ireland, 
but  it  is  impossible  to  maintain  that  it  is 
the  discords  and  divisions  in  that  coimtry 
which  make  the  increase  of  capital  so 
small  that  it  is  barely  able  to  maintain  its 
population.  We  have  seen  other  countries 
torn  b^  the  most  dreadful  contests — tiie 
Bepubhcs  of  South  America,  &r  instanoe; 
the  United  States;  or  even  our  own 
country,  in  former  days ;  and  yet  during 
all  these  periods,  in  all  these  countries, 
and  I  might  enumerate  many  others,  while 
there  was  discord,  even  to  the  diedding  of 
blood,  capital  went  on  accumulating,  civi- 
lization went  on  developing — not  so  quickly 
as  if  these  things  had  not  existed,  but 
still  with  a  certain  progress  and  without 
the  onward  current  being  arrested.  And 
Ireland  has  tbis  advantage,  that  we  are 
there  to  act  as  peacemakers,  to  prevent 
any  serious  breaches  of  the  peace.  In  my 
own  experience,  however,  I  may  say 
these  riotings  are  not  peciUiar  to  Ireland. 
Even  the  Irishmen  who  emigrate  to  Aus- 
tralia keep  up  the  practice.  I  recollect 
they  used  to  send  chaUenges  to  eadi  other 
to  meet,  not  singly,  but  in  large  munbers, 
and  fight  it  out  with  deadly  weapons,  and 
we  wwe  obliged  to  introcnioe  the  Party 
ProoessionB  and  Party  Emblems  Aot  on 
the  other  nde  of  the  world.  Yet  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  though  that  was  so  the  Irish  in 
Australia  were  eminently  prosperous. 
Whatever  might  ^  ^^^'^J^'^^^^f^ 
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attached  to  them  in  their  own  land,  when 
they  got  to  the  Antipodes  they  throve  as 
well  as  any  other  race.  Having  noticed 
these  different  points,  I  wish  to  state  what 
I  think,  after  mnch  reflection,  is  not  the 
solitary  bat  the  principal  cause  of  the 
erila  of  IreUnd — and  it  can  be  stated  with- 
out offence  to  any  man  or  party.  We 
have,  I  believe,  nndervalued  altogether  the 
climatio  influences  in  Ireland.  We  speak 
of  it  as  if  it  had  the  same  elimate  as 
England,  only  a  litUe  modifled  by  geogra^ 

!»bical  sitnatiott.  I  beliere  the  tme  ana- 
ogy  to  the  elimate  of  Ireland  is  to  be 
sought  rather  in  the  long  belt  of  islands 
which  stretch  along  the  coast  of  Scotland 
up  to  the  northern  point  of  Lewis,  and 
which  form  a  breakwater,  as  it  were,  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  and  Great  Britain. 
In  these  islands  there  was  once — in  Skye 
there  is  still — a  lai^  population  stni^ling 
to  subsist  on  agriculture,  subject  to  peri- 
odical famine,  and  reduced  to  misery. 
And  this  was  without  any  fiiult  of  their 
own,  for  tiiey  had  excellent  land  to  till, 
and  every  assistance ;  hot  they  were  un- 
able, on  account  of  the  extraordinary  hu- 
midity of  the  air,  as  well  as  the  heavy 
falls  of  rain,  to  raise  their  crops.  The  in- 
fluence of  climate  is  not  so  bad  iu  Ireland 
because  it  lies  farther  to  the  south;  but, 
from  what  I  have  myself  obserred,  and 
hare  been  told,  something  Tery  nmilar 
is  the  ease  in  that  country.  Ireland, 
though  from  the  moistness  of  the  cli- 
mate fit  principally  for  pasturing  cattle, 
unfortunately  relies  upon  agriculture,  and 
upon  agriculture  in  the  form  in  which  it 
is  most  dangerous  in  respect  of  such  a 
calamity  as  the  feilure  of  the  crops— agri- 
culture carried  on  by  small  cultivators 
growing  grain  and,  worse  still,  potato  crops 
on  small  patches  of  ground.  Add  tH  the  dis- 
advantages of  climate  and  division  of  the 
soil  the  acts  of  the  British  Government. 
We  chose  to  impose  artifical  impediments 
in  the  way  of  the  importation  of  foreign 
com,  and  raised  up  and  fostered  in  Ire- 
land the  factitious  iodustiy  of  growing 
cereals  for  which  the  climate  is  not  adapt- 
ed. An  immense  pppnlation  mm  thus 
brought  up  dependent  on  an  industry 
which  the  oapnoe  of  the  climate  must 
render  eminently  uncertain  and  fluctuat- 
ing. Horeorer,  the  people  grew  up  sub- 
ject to  a  contingency  which  would  a^ra- 
vato  the  failure  of  crops  owing  to  the 
badness  of  a  season.  This  contingency 
was  that  the  English  people  should  come 
to  their  senses  at  lasi^  aoo^  the  doctrines 
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which  science  and  common  sense  combined 
to  demonstrate — the  doctrine  of  free  trade, 
and  remove  all  impediments  in  the  way  of 
importing  foreign  produce.  Unfortunate- 
ly,  both  these  things  fell  on  Ireland  at 
once.  There  was  a  failure  of  the  crops  at 
the  same  time  that  the  Com  Laws  were 
repealed,  and,  however  jnstiBable  that 
measure,  it  was  a  heavy  blow  to  be  dealt 
to  a  oootttiy  in  the  condition  of  Ireland, 
and  it  has  proved  much  heavier  than  anpr 
<me  was  aware  of  at  the  time.  But  it  is 
not  right  to  say  that  the  evil  vas  caused 
byfreekade.  It  was  oansed  by  protection, 
which  fostered  a  vioioas  and  ftctitaons 
system,  and  provoked  an  inevitable  re- 
action. We  all  know  the  misery  that 
ensued.  A  little  gleam  of  light  came  out 
after  a  time,  and  Ireland  recovered  in  some 
degree  from  her  distress,  but  I  fear  the 
warning  was  not  sufficient,  and  that  there 
is  still  a  disposition  to  cling  to  the  pre- 
vious style  of  agriculture — ^the  cultivation 
of  cereals  and  potatoes.  We  have  had 
dmilar  experience  in  England.  In  some 
parte  of  Uiis  country  people  are  not  fully 
alive  to  the  propriety  of  discontinuing  the 
kind  of  cultivation  which  the  Com  Laws 
had  fostered  and  teking  to  that  for  which 
the  climate  is  better  fitted— the  raising  of 
stock.  Bat  the  had  seasons  which  have 
ocourred  since  1859,  and  the  experience 
that  followed,  hare  led  Irish  pn^etors 
very  much  to  the  oonvietiai  that  it  is 
vain  to  go  on  fasting  Ireland  as  a  purely 
agrioultural  country.  They  feel  that  if 
the^  wish  to  derive  any  r^  profit  from 
their  estates  they  must  convert  them  more 
or  less,  according  to  circumstances — and, 
of  course,  some  parte  of  the  country  must 
be  treat»i  differently  from  others— into 

Sasture  grounds.  That  is  the  change,  on 
as  been  already  remarked  in  this  debate, 
which  is  teking  place  in  Ireland.  It  is 
passing  from  uie  condition  of  a  com- 
growing  into  the  condition  of  a  pastoral 
country.  The  change,  no  doubt,  is  a 
melancholy  one,  because  it  involves  the 
displacement  of  an  immense  quantity  of 
labour  ;  but  if  it  be  true,  as  I  beKeve  it 
is,  that  the  eounfay  is  unidile  to  bear,  un- 
d»  the  conditions  of  ite  climate,  the  popa- 
lation  which  has  been  raised  np  by  bad 
laws  and  misdirected  indnstiy,  then  the 
change  is  ineviteble,  and  one  for  which  no 
€h>verament,  no  party,  no  individual,  or 
af^TOgato  of  individuals,  can  be  held  in 
any  way  answerable.  This  being  the  steto 
of  Ireland,  the  people  are  sul^ect  to  the 
infiuenoeofeoonou^^^i^^f^^^i 
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sequence  is  that  any  political  party,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  not  in  office  finds  itself  in 
opposition  not  merely  to  its  antagonistsi 
but  to  the  person  who  represents  HerUa- 
jesly  in  Ireland.  Thus  the  people  are 
taught  by  this  rice  of  the  Constitution, 
which  we  persist  in  sanctioning,  to  identify 
the  ezecntive  Goremment  wiSi  the  odium 
which  attaches  more  or  less  to  each  politi* 
oal  party,  and  to  direct  their  energies  not 
so  much  to  replace  the  statesmen  in  whom 
they  have  no  confidence  by  others  in  whom 
they  do  place  confidence,  but  to  the  injury 
and  damage  of  the  executiTe  Government 
itself.  That  is  another  cardinal  Tioe  the 
system.  These  are  evils  which  even  if 
checked  would  not  pataa  end  to  the  distress 
of  Ireland,  but  they  are  a  grave  aggraTatim 
to  a  lot  which,  from  its  misery  an^  bitter- 
ness, needs  no  aggravation  whatever.  I 
have  now  explained  my  bumble  views  as 
to  the  causes  of  the  present  misery  of  Ire- 
land. I  approach  the  more  difficult  part 
of  the  sabject — the  saggestion  of  a  remedy. 
Some  of  the  mischief  cannot  he  remedied 
at  all,  some  can  be  cured  only  by  Ireland 
herself,  and  some  litUe  good  can  be  done 
by  this  House.  It  is  competent  for  the 
House  to  take  into  consideration,  if  it 
choose,  the  question,  of  the  Irish  Chnrch. 
Of  course  it  is  competent  for  the  House, 
if  it  think  fit,  to  adopt  the  colonial  plan 
of  apportioning  the  rerenne,  set  adde  for 
puhbo  worship  to  each  denomination  in 
the  pnnwrtion  of  its  numbers  to  the  aggre- 
gate of  the  pqtnlation.  It  is  competent 
also  for  the  House  to  remove  the  evil  of 
exposing  the  head  of  the  Government  in 
Ireland  and  the  representative  of  the  Qneen 
to  the  odium  and  abuse  which  is  directed 
against  any  political  party  by  its  opponents. 
Tbe  House  can  do  these  things  if  it  please, 
and  I  hope  some  time  or  other  it  will  do 
them.  But  more  than  that,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  it  is  impossible  for  it  to  do.  It  is 
impossible,  in  justice  to  the  whole  of  the 
Empire,  that  we  should  enter  on  the  track 
suggested  by  the  noble  Lord  the  Hember 
for  Galway  (Lord  Dunkellin).  It  seems 
to  me  quite  out  of  tbe  question  that  we 
can  give  subsidies  to  the  people  of  Ireland 
undw  the  name  of  public  works.  Indeed, 
tbe  very  case  he  mentioned— that  of  the 
Shannon — illustrates  this.  The  effect  of 
these  improvements,  paid  for  out  of  tbe 
public  money,  is  obviously  to  improve  the 
value  of  private  estates.  Rashly  to  undv- 
take  great  pubUe  works  upon  Ooveniment 
responsibility  wond  be  unworthy  of  this 


they  act  fln  the  will  of  men,  are  as  certain 
to  assert  themselves  as  the  laws  of  nature. 
If  numbers  of  these  small  ftnuers  and  other 
agrienltural  labourers  are  disphioed  they 
must  find  other  empl<^ent.  Ireland 
offers  them  no  other  choice.  In  England 
there  is  a  perpetual  emigration  from  the 
agricultural  districts  to  the  large  towns, 
and  statistical  inquiries  show  that  other- 
wise the  population  of  the  laiige  towns 
would  die  out.  But  Ireland  has  not 
tills  resource.  Ireland  has  no  manufac- 
tures in  whieh  the  displaced  agricultu- 
rist can  seek  refuge,  and,  therefore,  when 
a  man  is  driven  from  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil  he  has  no  altttnative  but  to 
starve  or  to  se^  a  home  elsewhere.  I  can 
iiuagine  no  condition  more  irritating.  de< 
pressing,  and  discouraging  than  that  It 
18  deserving  of  our  utmost  qrmpathy  and 
comiuanon,  and,  if  it  be  in  our  power,  of 
alleviation ;  but,  unhappily,  that  is  b^ond 
our  power.  We  eon  only  deplore  tiiat 
tiiere  has  been  so  &tal  a  misoalcidation  of 
the  ospaoities  of  Ireland,  and  that  tbe  in- 
dustry of  the  country  has  been  fostered  on 
an  unsound  and  deceitful  basis.  When 
protection  ceased,  Ireland  found  heraelf 
unable  to  keep  on  growing  cereals  in  com- 
petition with  countries  more  favourably 
situated,  and  that  cannot  be  helped.  But 
are  there  not  causes  which  aggravate  the 
present  painful  state  of  things  ?  I  do  not 
believe  the  taxation  of  Ireland  to  be  one  of 
the  grievances  of  the  country ;  but  there 
is  a  kind  of  voluntary  taxation  which  must 
be  particularly  irritating  to  the  people  of 
Ir^and  —  the  taxation  which  the  people 
out  of  their  misery  and  destitution  are 
obliged  to  impose  on  themselTes  for  tiie 
maintonanoe  of  the  ministers  ot  their  re- 
ligicHtu  I  cannot  conceive  anything  more 
TBZotions  to  ft  nation  than  to  find  them- 
selves by  the  working  of  economical  laws 
which  tittey  probably  do  not  understand, 
and  for  wluch  they  not  unnaturally  blame 
the  Government,  exposed  to  great  misery, 
called  upon  to  contribute  to  the  main- 
tenaooe  of  their  clergy,  while  at  the 
same  time  they  see  other  clei^men,  who 
however  exemplary  in  life  and  character, 
are  not  of  their  faith,  and  have  small  or  no 
congregations,  living  in  comparative  ease 
and  luxury  on  public  funds.  Another  un- 
neoeesory  evil,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  way 
in  which  we  govern  Ireland.  Quite  con- 
trary to  the  sound  practice  in  England,  we 
identify  the  head  of  the  exeentive  Govern- 
ment in  Ireland  with  the  political  party 
whieh  is  fitr  tin  time  ia  power.  TIwooop 


House.   We  an  asked  to 
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-money  of  the  TJmted  Kingdom  and  expend 
it  in  Ireland,  bidding  against  the  labour 
.market  of  Amerioa^  in  order  to  retain  the 
people  of  Ireland  bj  employing  them  on 

Sublio  works.  'Was  there  ever  a  plan  so 
opeless  as  that?  In  the  first  place,  yon 
cannot  compete  with  the  labour  market  in 
America.  What  you  would  do  would  be 
to  derange  the  whole  system  of  priTate 
employment  of  labonr  and  throw  thiags 
into  confusioD.  As  to  stopping  the  exodus 
from  Ireland  saoh  means,  the  thing  is 
rimply  impossible.  If  I  am  right,  and 
the  present  state  of  things  is  due  to  the 
oha^  fhmi  an  agriooltural  to  a  pastoral 
country,  tiien  the  xesult  must  neoeiBarily 
be  that  time  and  eonstant  ranigration  can 
abne  relieve  Ireland.  Tou  cannot  go  on 
spending  money  on  public  works  in  Ire- 
land. The  expenditure  must  be  very 
large  if  it  ia  to  produce  the  slightest 
effect,  and  then  it  cannot  be  continuous. 
The  result  of  that  foolish  contest  with 
the  labour  market  in  America  would  be 
that  we  should  have  to  give  it  up,  and 
that  the  people  would  go;  and  in  the 
meantime  we  should  have  wasted  much 
money  and  retarded  the  only  means  of 
rcliering  the  distress  of  the  country  — 
namely,  by  sending  away  the  snrplns  popu- 
lation to  a  country  where  they  would  be 
able  to  live  and  be  happy,  instead  of  stay- 
ing at  home  and  starring.  There  is  one 
other  topic,  and  only  one,  to  which  I  wish 
to  allude.  No  doubt  the  miseries  of  the 
present  state  of  things  in  Ireland  would 
Bava  been  oonrideraUy  lightened  if  Ire- 
land had  hadtiiose  manufiutnTes  and  those 
great  works  of  different  kinds  which  exist 
in  England,  and  which  form  so  conTOnient 
a  refuge  in  times  of  agricultund  distress. 
But  to  have  these  Ireland  must  have 
capital.  That  capital  she  has  not  in  suffi- 
cient abundance  at  the  present  time,  but 
it  abounds  in  England  beyond  all  meaanre. 
In  Australia  we  were  deluged  with 
Euglish  capital.  It  became  a  nuisauce. 
The  superfluity  of  English  capital  fos- 
tered a  spirit  of  foolish  and  disgraceful 
speoulatioD.  Half-a-dozen  banks  were  set 
up,  which,  owing  to  the  keenness  of  com- 
petition, lent  money  to  disreputable  per- 
sons, who  were  ouly  too  willing  to  take 
the  money  thus  forced  upon  them,  and 
who  failed  and  paid  little  or  nothing.  Yet 
here  is  Ireland,  only  divided  from  us  by 
an  arm  of  the  sea,  hungeriug  and  thirsting 
for  vut  of  money,  and  capital  will  not 
go  there.  Well,  Sir,  hon.  Qentlemen  may 
be  very  eloquent,  but  capital  cannot  m 
3ff .  Lom 


cajoled.  They  may  menace,  but  capital 
cannot  be  coerced.  She  is  a  very  coy, 
discreet,  and  retiring  nymph.  She  flings 
herself  into  the  arms  of  the  industrious 
citizen,  but  she  shuns  the  embrace  of  the 
fiery  and  brilliant  agitator.  In  this  case 
Ireland  must  minister  unto  herself.  It  is 
the  fault  of  the  Irish  nation  that  tiiose  who 
have  the  disposal  of  English  capital  do  not 
feel  secure  in  investing  it  in  Ireland.  It  is 
for  those  who  can  influence  Irish  opinion 
to  remedy  this  state  of  things.  When  this 
is  done  <me  great  means  of  amelioration 
will  be  open  to  her.  I  thank  the  Hoose 
sincerely  for  the  attenticm  with  which  it 
has  listened  to  me.  It  is  impossible  to 
exaggerate  the  importance  of  this  sab^ect. 
Time  mi^  have  hem  when  Irish  subjects 
were  treated  with  indifference ;  but  to  me 
this  is  the  question  of  questions  for  this 
Empire.  Our  foreign  policy,  owing  to  late 
events,  has  somewhat  receded  into  the 
background.  As  to  our  domestic  policy, 
we  are  so  happily  situated  iu  this  country 
that  we  can  hardly  get  up  a  point  of  first- 
rate  importance  upon  which  we  have  any 
serious  difierenoe.  But  as  to  Ireland  it  is 
different.  She  is  bound  to  us  by  an  in- 
dissoluble tie.  She  is  not  like  the  colonies, 
in  whose  welfare  and  advancement  we  may 
feel  pride,  satisfiBCtion,  and  interest,  but 
whom,  after  all,  we  merely  regard  as  young 
nations  whom  tre  are  training  to  t^e  their 
own  course  in  the  world,  and  to  separate 
from  the  parent  connection,  rather  than 
as  integral  and  perpetual  parts  of  the  Em- 
pire.  It  is  not  so  with  Ireland.  Vox  good 
or  evil,  for  better  or  for  worse,  she  is 
bound  to  us  by  a  tie  which  wo  would 
perish  rather  than  allow  any  one  to  break. 
That  being  so,  how  unspeakably  important 
will  it  be  if  any  thing  can  be  devised  by 
our  efforts  of  conciliation  to  place  her  in 
a  position  something  like  that  occupied  by 
Scotland!  The  increase  of  the  force  of 
the  Empire,  onr  dignity  abroad,  our  self- 
respect  at  home,  and  our  influence  in  all 
quarters  of  the  globe — no  one  can  tell  the 
augmentation  they  would  receive  &om  such 
a  happy  change.  She  is  the  only  single  drop 
of  bitterness  in  the  cup  of  our  otherwise 
over-flowing  prosperity.  It  is  for  us  to 
see  whether  there  are  no  means  possible 
by  which  we  can  alleviate  the  stote  of  Ire* 
lutd— not  by  attempting  to  arrest  the  pre- 
sent exodus — ^bnt  by  avoidingin  this  House 
all  topics  calculated  to  irritateand  «oite  the 
feelings,  by  expressing  our  sincere  wishes 
for  her  wel&re,  and  by  t^ing  to  heal  the 
wonnds  of  oenturies  of  misgOTemmenti  ^ 
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Hb.  0*BEILLY  said,  he  had  heard, 
with  surprise  one  reputed  so  great  an 
eoonomio  anthority  aa  the  right  hon. 
Member  far  Calne  enoiiciating  tiie  meet 
common-place  and  palpable  fallacies  on 
the  subject  of  Ireland.  The  right  hon. 
Ooitleman  said  he  sat  apon  the  Committee 
of  last  year  upon  the  taxation  of  Ireland, 
and  he  had  argued  that  one  country  could 
not  be  more  heavily  taxed  than  the  other, 
seeing  that  the  tues  paid  by  the  two 
countries  were  identical.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  however,  foi^t  that  the  far 
greater  part  of  the  tuation  of  these 
flountries  being  indirect,  it  necessarily 
pressed  more  heavily  upon  the  poorer 
country.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  also 
said  that  there  was  no  tax  whatever  upon 
the  raw  material  of  mannfoctares  in 
Irdand,  bat  he  forgot  that  the  raw  ma- 
terial was  taxed  np«m  one  of  the  princi- 
pal among  her  few  manufiiotuxes— 'paper 
— not  by  the  legislation  of  this  bnt  of 
other  countries.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man added  that  the  Irish  tenants  had  no 
capital  to  invest;  but  "labour,"  aa  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  find  in  any 
hand  book  of  political  economy,  was  one 
of  the  principal  elements  of  capital,  and 
they  were  ready  to  invest  in  abundance 
their  capital,  which  was  their  labour,  in 
the  improvement  of  the  soil.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  ^inted  out  how  the 
Com  Laws  had  faotitionsly  fostered  the 
Ottltivation  of  cereal  crops,  and  he  jumped 
to  a  fallacy  in  regard  to  agrioultuTB.  He 
seemed  to  think  there  was  no  medium  be- 
tween the  cultivation  of  cereal  crops  and 
taming  the  whole  oountry  into  pasture 
land.  But  the  whole  course  of  agrionltore 
was  tending,  not  to  the  ooltivation  of 
cereal  orops  exelusiT^y  or  the  tnroing  of 
land  into  pasture,  but  to  the  cnltivation 
of  roots  and  grain  suitable  for  the  raising 
of  cattle  and  stock.  To  preach  to  the 
whole  people  of  Ireland  that  the  necessary 
destiny  of  their  country  was  that  it  should 
be  turned  into  pasture  was  reversing  the 
whole  science  of  agriculture.  Cereal  crops 
alone  woold  not  pay.  There  was  where 
the  mistake  of  the  Irish  people  lay ;  but 
it  would  be  quite  as  great  a  mistake  to 
adopt  pasture  exclusively.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  there  was  one  species 
of  taxation  which  pressed  heavily  upon 
Ireland — the  voluntary  taxation  of  the 
people  for  the  support  of  the  Catholic 
cle^,  and  he  contrasted  it  with  the  en- 
forced taxation  for  the  Chnroh  of  the 
minority.   The  serions  miachief,  howevw, 


{80fitmd  HiffM).  778 

was  not  in  the  voluntary,  but  in  the  in* 
voluntary  taxation — the  one  was  home 
cheerfully,  the  other  was  a  monstioaa 
grievance.   But  the  remedy  was  not  to  be 

found  in  pensioning  the  Catholic  clergy ; 
neither  themselves  nor  their  flocks  desired 
it.  What  they  wished  was  a  £Eur  field 
and  no  favour,  to  take  away  the  Establish- 
ment, and  to  leave  erery  one  to  support 
his  own  cle^.  If,  as  they  were  told, 
nine-tenths  of  the  wealth  of  the  whole 
country  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Protes- 
tants, the  less  reason  had  they  to  shrink 
from  the  support  of  their  Church,  when 
ttie  great  majority  of  the  people  out  of 
their  poverty  freely  supported  tiieir  own 
pastors.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Sheffield  (Mr.  Boebuck)  held  up  one 
topic  to  admirati(m,  if  not  imitation,  and 
clothed  it  in  the  roseate  hnea  of  faia 
own  brilliant  imagination,  and  tiut  ww 
the  oondnot  of  the  right  hon.  Ctentle- 
man  the  Secretary  for  Ireland,  who  was 
his  model  man.  But  he  (Mr.  O'Reilly) 
conld  not  help  thinking,  when  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  spoke  of  the 
'*  kind  heart  and  generous  hand  **  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  brought  to  Ire- 
land, tiiat  one  of  the  first  of  his  acts— 
an  act  which  had  excited  so  much  obloquy 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
live  long  should  he  survive  it — was 
his  persevering,  and,  unhappily,  but  too 
successful  effort  to  pennade  the  people  of 
England  that  there  was  no  distress  in  the 
sister  island,  when  there  was  in  reality 
grievous  misery.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
was,  unfortunately,  but  too  sncoessfrtl  in 
arresting  the  tide  of  charity  which  would 
othnwise  ham  flown  from  Eng^d  fbr 
the  relief  of  Irish  distress.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  then  turned  to  his 
store  of  dark  colours,  and  none  were  too 
black  when  he  wanted  to  paint  the  Boman 
Catholic  clergy  of  Ireland.  He  told  the 
House  that  one  had  but  to  scratch  the 
priest  to  find  the  peasant.  If  by  thatthehon. 
Gentleman  meant  that  the  priests  were  of 
the  people,  and  sympathized  with  them  in 
their  joys  and  sorrows,  be  (Mr.  O'BeiUy) 
would  have  readily  accepted  the  statement. 
But  the  hon.  GenUeman  described  them  as 
peasants  in  ignorant  bigotry,  in  rancour, 
and  ill-will ;  and  from  that  character  he 
(Mr.  O'Beilly)  confidently  appealed  to 
history  for  their  vindication.  It  was 
written  in  history  that  when  oppression 
Modnced  insntrection  in  1798,  the  Boman 
Gathotio  hierarchy  and  clergy  vera  mainly 
instramental  is  dheoking  ui0~>moTemMtt 
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and  limiting  its  extent;  and  in  1848, 
when  the  spirit  of  insarreotion  again  rose, 
it  was  well  known  that  every  bishop  in 
Ireland,  and  almost  every  priest,  resolutely 
opposed  it,  and  if  blood  was  then  shed  but 
by  drops  it  was  doe  to  the  active  exertions 
of  the  Catholic  clergy.  He  challenged  the 
hon.  Member  to  produce  anything  from  the 
public  writings  or  speeches  of  the  Catholic, 
bishops  or  clergy  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
with  which  he  (Ur.  O'Keilly)  was  well  ac- 
c^iainted,  which  would  show  that  they  were 
either  disloyal  themselves  or  encouraged 
distoyalty  or  revolntion  in  others.  There 
was  not  a  single  exception  among  the 
hdshops,  there  were  hardly  three  exceptions 
among  the  priests,  and  of  these  it  had  bean 
remarked  that  one  who  had  made  himself 
remarkable  for  his  sympathy  with  such 
moveiDents  had  ceased  to  exercise  his 
ministry  in  Ireland.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Sheffield  might  recollect  when 
he  undertook  to  preach  his  new  gospel  of 
peace  that  the  best  way  to  propagate  his 
message  among  six  millions  of  Roman 
Catholics  was  surely  not  the  indiscriminate 
abuse  and  detraction  of  their  clergy.  He 
felt  confident  that  tiiis  was  not  the  senti- 
ment of  Englishmen  generally.  He  had 
no  wish  to  attribute  to  England  any  desire 
during  the  period  that  had  transpired  since 
the  Emancipation  Act  to  do  otherwise  than 
to^  place  Ireland  on  a  footing  of  equality 
with  England.  Such  a  position  tiie  Irish 
nation  would  accept^  but  not  an  in&rior 
one ;  and  they  did  not  oonnder  that  they 
were  placed .  in  that  equal  pomtion  when 
they  found  in  their  midst  the  church  of 
an  infinitesimal  minority  in  point  of  num- 
bers supported  by  Parliament  against  the 
wishes  of  the  whole  community. 

Thb  LOKD  advocate  said,  he  had 
listened  to  the  debate  with  the  greatest 
possible  interest,  and  if  he  ventured  to 
present  himself  to  the  House,  it  was  not 
only  because  of  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject to  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  but  be- 
cause there  had  always  beoi  in  Scotland 
a  very  kindly  and  warm  feeling  of  interest 
towarids  Ireland.  There  vas  a  great  deal 
in  common  between  the  two  ootintries, 
and  Scotland  was  by  no  means  so  deeply 
reqwnsible  for  the  misgoTemment  of  Ire- 
land as  the  rister  Idngdom,  becaose  many 
of  the  evils  of  Ireland  were  at  an  end 
before  Scotland  was  united  to  England. 
There  were  many  circumstances,  too,  in 
the  position  of  Scotland,  analogous  to  those 
of  Ireland.  Scotland  had  a  dimste  almost 
exactly  similar,  and  die  had  a  loige  Oeltio 
Mr.  O^BnU^  * 


popnlation,  which  in  descent,  in  language, 
in  manners,  and  in  genend  tendeneies, 
were  very  similar  to  their  brethren  in 
Ireland.  Fot  all  these  reasons,  it  bad  oc- 
curred to  him  at  this  stage  of  the  debate 
to  throw  out  a  few  sug^stions.  There 
was  one  thing  which  struck  him  very 
forcibly  in  this  debate,  and  that  was  the 
unanimity,  or  almost  unanimity,  with 
which  the  Iridi  Members  had  described 
the  existing  state  of  Ireland ;  and  unquea- 
tionably  no  one  could  list«n  to  that  de- 
scription unmoved.  He  would  not  enter 
into  the  qnestion  whether  the  mnnion  of 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Beeretaiy 
as  to  the  returning  proqierity  of  Irdand 
was  well  founded  in  statistioa  or  not.  The 
two  things  were  prafeotly  ooiuistent. 
There  might  be  a  return  of  general  pros- 
perity, accompanied  with  a  great  deal  of 
local  distress.  He  did  not  intend,  how- 
ever, to  enter  upon  that  sulgeot  at  all. 
His  object  was,  assuming  the  distress,  to 
see  where  a  remedy  was  to  be  found,  and 
how  far  it  might  lie  in  the  direction  which 
had  been  pointed  ont.  The  second  thing 
which  stouck  him  in  the  debate  was  the 
utter  inadequacy  of  the  causes  to  which 
the  distress  was  attributed,  and  of  the 
remedies  which  were  suggested  to  meet 
that  distress.  In  the  first  plaee,  it  waa 
said  that  Ireland  was  in  distress  because 
oapital  which  ought  to  he  applied  to  agri- 
culture yrn  withdrawn  nnreasimable 
taxation,  and,  in  the  next  plaoe,  tiiat  the 
Government  did  not  do  its  duty  by  under- 
taking large  woAs  in  Irdand,  and  paying 
well  for  them.  It  ooonrred  to  him  to  ask 
how  Scotland  stood  in  these  respects.  He 
was  not  there  to  make  any  complaint  on 
the  part  of  that  country — uie  Scotch  did 
not  want  Government  money,  nor  did  they 
complain  of  the  taxation.  But  how  did 
ScoUand,  a  smaller  country  than  Ireland, 
with  a  population  of  3,000,000  against 
5,000,000,  with  a  soil  inferior  to  that  of 
Ireland,  and  which  had  had  to  struggle 
by  itself  for  many  years,  and  had  not 
struggled  without  success,  stand  with  re- 
spect to  taxation  and  the  expenditure  of 
pnblio  mouOTin  the  ooantryr  The  tax- 
ation of  Scotland  yielded  in  nond  numbers 
about  £6,250,000,  the  taxation  of  Ireland 
£4,007,000.  The  result  of  which  was— 
if  that  was  a  correct  way  of  stating  the 
matter — that  a  much  greater  amount  of 
capital  in  proportion  to  uie  population  was 
withdrawn  from  Scotland  than  from  Ire- 
land.   The  land  valuation  of  Scotland 
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hmd  Taliution  of  InUod  wa8£12,000,000; 
from  wbioh  it  followed  that  laod  in  Scot- 
land wai  more  raloable  than  land  in  Ire- 
land. Bat  how  had  it  become  so  ?  Simplj 
by  dint  of  the  labour  of  the  people,  for 
Ireland  had  originally  a  more  fertile  soil. 
And  what  was  tiie  proportion  of  taxation 
returned  to  Scotland  oat  of  the  £6.260.000 
she  paid,  compared  with  Ireland  ?  Taking 
the  anms  from  the  Ciril  Serrioe  Estimates, 
vhich  afforded  only  an  appnmmation, 
bnt  a  i^etty  accurate  approximation,  Scot- 
laud  received  back  about  £400,000,  and 
Ireland  more  than  £1,600,000  a  year. 
He  did  not  complain  even  that  Ireland  re- 
ceived  a  part  of  the  produce  of  the  SoottiBh 
taxation,  and  he  was  mre  he  was  dmng 
no  injustiee  to  the  general  feeling  of  the 
people  of  Scotland  when  he  said  that  if 
the  ills  and  evils  and  miseries  of  tiuit 
oonntry  could  be  cured  by  the  af^Koation 
of  public  money  few  of  his  countrymen 
would  grudge  it  to  her ;  but  he  had  quoted 
these  figures  to  show  that  the  cause  of  the 
evils  of  Ireland  oould  not  be  that  so  much 
d^tal  was  subtracted  from  the  country  by 
taxation,  because  so  much  more  was  drawn 
from  what  was  naturally  a  poorer  country, 
and  at  the  same  time  Ir^and  received  from 
the  national  treasury  four  times  as  much 
AS  Sootiand  did.  There  must  be  some 
other  reason  for  the  distress  which  was 
complained  of.  It  had  been  suggested  that 
pubuo  woria  shoold  be  undertaken  by  the 
Chtvemment  He  was  not  aware  that 
Scotland  had  derived  much  benefit  from 
woAb  of  that  kind.  The  reference  to  the 
CUedonian  Canal  had  been  disposed  of  by 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chancellor  of 
the  ^chequer.  No  one  could  pretend 
that  the  prosperity  of  Scotland  was  due 
to  the  Caledonian  Canal ;  and,  although  the 
Highland  roads  were  useful  to  the  parts 
of  the  country  through  which  they  passed, 
it  would  be  idle  to  refer  to  them  as  having 
contributed  to  the  general  good  of  Scotland. 
Scotland  had  flooruhed  from  no  reason  but 
this — that  she  had  trusted  to  her  own  re- 
sources. He  admitted  that  she  had  had  a 
happier  histtny  than  Ireland;  that  she 
had  not  had  to  struggle  i^ainsfc  the  injus- 
tice and  oppression  wMohhad  been  praotued 
on  the  sister  kingdom;  and  if  we  wen 
now  reaping,  and  perhaps  undeservedly 
reaping,  Uie  fhiits  of  what  our  fore&thers 
sowed  in  Ireland,  it  was  only  the  natural 
and  very  common  result  of  long  years  of 
miamle  and  injustice.  But,  as  to  public 
works — did  any  man  imagine  that  a  sub- 
ndy  to  drain  the  Shannon,  or  for  arterial 
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drainage  in  Ireland,  would  stop  the  tide  of 
emigration  ?  Did  any  one  imagine  that 
the  cause  of  the  real  evils  of  Ireland  did 
not  lie  deeper  than  that  ?  Until  the  people 
of  Ireland  acquired  a  spirit  of  real  self- 
relianoe  all  such  dandling  and  fondling  of 
the  country  would  cause  positive  injury. 
You  might  employ  a  few  hundreds  or  even 
a  few  thousands  of  people  for  a  time ;  but 
if  you  attempted  to  counteract  social  and 
economic  laws — which,  as  his  right  hon. 
Friend  had  said,  were  as  certain  in  their 
operation  as  the  laws  of  nature — if  you 
attempted  to  counteract  those  laws  by  arti- 
ficial means,  the  evil  was  only  inoreasod ;  it 
might  be  put  off  for  a  time,  but  it  was  only 
tbs  more  certain  to  arrive,  because  a  remedy 
was  supposed  to  have  been  fimnd  for  it. 
In  the  relations  of  landlord  and  tenant, 
many  important  principles  were  undoubt- 
edly involved;  butthereiffeBentativesof  Ire* 
land  themselves  were  not  agreed  upon  that 
question ;  and  he  did  not  think  that  it  was 
fair  to  charge  upon  England  and  Scotland  all 
the  diflSculties  which  beset  the  settlement 
of  that  question.  Surely  it  was  not  rea- 
sonable to  attribute  the  feelings  towards 
this  country  which  the  Hon.  Uember  for 
Clonmel  (Hr.  Bagwell)  had,  he  hoped  not 
quite  accurately,  ascribed  to  the  Irish 
people,  eithw  to  the  tenant-right  or  to  the 
Iri^5l  Chnroh.  The  question  of  tenant- 
right  was  one  which  was  much  debated 
among  Irish  Members  and  the  Irish 
people  themselves,  and  he  knew  of  no 
proposition  for  its  settlement  which  had 
been  obstmoted  hj  Enghmd  or  Scotland. 
As  to  the  Irish  Chnroh  he  would  say  no- 
thing, exoept  to  express  his  regret  tbat  in 
a  del»te  upon  the  grievances  of  Ireland  so 
little  prominenoe  should  in  some  of  the 
speeches  have  been  given  to  that  sub- 
ject. It  would  have  been  satisfactory 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  opened  the 
diaoussion  had  asked  the  noble  Lord  the 
Uember  for  Stamford  what  was  his  opi- 
nion upon  liie  subject  of  the  Irish  Church. 
The  House  would  probably  have  received 
some  important  b^^t  upon  the  subject 
from  the  answer  which  would  have 
been  returned.  But  when  he  heard  it 
said  that  there  was  in  Ireland,  for  rea- 
sons which  had  been  stated,  a  strong 
feeling  against  this  crantry  and  against 
the  present  Government,  he  oould  not  but 
remember  what  had  been  the  history  of 
Ireland  and  the  history  of  rnrty  during  tho 
laat  thirty  years.  Hon.  Gentlemen  said 
that  the  Iridi  looked  up(HL  the  Liberal 
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to  whom  their  evils  were  attributable. 
That  was  a  statement  which  he  oonld  not 
entirely  credit.  Did  thej  foi^t  who 
maintained  the  cause  of  Ireland  in  its 
darkest  hour?  As  far  back  as  1806  the 
Whigs,  under  Fox,  had  to  leave  office  on  the 
Catholic  question  alone;  and  for  thirty 
years  their  riews  on  that  question  bad 
excluded  them  from  power.  After  that 
came  the  triumph ;  but  were  the  old  de- 
fenders of  true  principles  to  be  forgetten 
rimply  because  the  victory  had  been 
gained  ?  From  that  time,  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  spoke  last  had  candidly 
confessed,  the  nuers  of  this  countiy 
had  oonstantlT  striven  to  find  out  how 
to  govern  Ir^and  justly.  If  they  had 
gone  wrong  it  had  been  from  no  want 
of  good  will,  but  owing  to  the  difficulties 
of  tiie  position.  And  if  the  Irish  Church 
was  a  grievance  that  pressed  upon  the 
people,  he  was  old  enough  to  recollect 
the  Appropriation  Clause,  and  the  ques- 
tions that  arose  at  that  time.  He  knew 
who  were  the  friends  of  the  Irish  Church 
on  that  occasion,  and  who  wished  if  they 
could  to  remove  the  grievance  which  then 
existed.  He  hod  made  these  observations 
because  in  Scotland  there  was  nothing 
which  the  Liberal  party  had  more  at 
heart  than  the  amelioration  and  benefit  of 
Ireland.  When  he  firat  began  to  think 
about  |»olitics,  the  question  of  Catholic 
Emancipation  was  exciting  the  deepest 
interest  among  the  labwd  party  in 
Scotland,  and  even  difibrence  of  reUgion 
made  little  difibrenoe  amimg  them  upon 
the  subject  TLb  rememberad  a  meeting 
whieh  was  held  in  1839,  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  which  both  I^.  Chalmers  and 
another  of  the  most  celebrated  divines 
of  the  Scotch  Church  took  part,  and  Dr. 
Chalmers  delivered  a  glowing  oration  in 
fitvonr  of  Emancipation.  It  was  a  littie 
hard  that,  because  evil  times  had  come 
upon  Ireland  —  because  famine  had  af- 
flicted her,  and  the  fruits  of  the  earth 
had  not  prospered  —  these  things  should 
be  forgotten.  He  did  not  believe  that  they 
were  forgotten.  The  Irish  were  a  gratefhl 
and  a  generous  people,  and  he  was  cer- 
tain that  their  hearts  were  too  true  to 
allow  such  thing!  to  pass  oat  of  their 
minds,  would  only  lay  <me  word 
more  on  the  sulject  of  emigration.  A 

Ctnt  Gentleman    opposite  (Colond 
ne)  said  that  few  people  would  be 
heard  to  say  that  they  did  not  regret 
the  emigration  from  Ireland.    He  would 
speak  plainly  and  wonld  aay  he  did  not 
m  Lord  AdvocaU  1 


think  tiiat  onigrataon  vaa  a  thing  to  be 
r^retted,  from  whatever  part  of  the  oonn< 
tty  it  might  take  place.  The  population 
of  the  West  Highlands,  a  coguate  raoe, 
labouring  under  similar  evils  to  those  com- 
plained of  by  the  Irish  people,  had  emi- 
grated in  large  nnmbers ;  but  he  did  not  re- 
gret emigration  there.  When  education  was 
introdu(»d  into  those  districts  and  a  man 
became  able  to  speak  English  fluentiy,  be 
emigrated  to  the  Lowlands,  at  all  events, 
and  frequently  to  the  colonies.  No  doubt 
the  sentiment  was  a  sad  one.  It  was  sad 
to  see  old  ties  and  old  associations  broken 
up ;  but  in  these  cases  emigration  was  to 
be  regarded  as  the  operation  of  a  social 
and  economic  law  vhidi  in  itself  was  be- 
nefioial.  Instead  of  deploring,  we  should 
rcijoice  when  an  outlet  was  afforded  for 
an  overflowing  p<^alation  whose  means 
of  snbristenoe  had  diminished  at  home. 
The  descendants  of  old  Highland  families 
and  the  names  of  Chieftcuns  were  to  be 
found  in  Canada ;  but  in  the  result  was  it 
not  better  for  tiiemselves  and  their  re- 
tainers }  At  the  time  of  the  discovery  of 
the  goldfidds  in  California  and  Australia 
considerable  danger  was  apprehended  from 
the  overflow  of  our  lai^e  towns,  whero  la- 
bour was  beooming  too  plentifid.  But  the 
danger  was  removed  by  the  outiet  thus 
created,  and  our  population  was  now 
reduced  to  a  numl»r  that  waa  able  to 
obtain  remunerative  wages.  Instead  of 
regretting  further  emigration  from  Ire- 
land the  friends  of  tbit  oonntry  might 
rest  assured  that  it  would  regulate  itself 
— they  might  be  eertain  that  emigration 
was  not  a  thing  to  be  regulated  by  legis- 
lation, and  was  quite  beyond  the  ooutrol 
of  this  House,  and  that  it  was  not  desi- 
rable tiiat  the  House  should  attempt  to 
ooutrol  it.  It  would  equalize  itself,  and 
it  might  be  that  increased  enterprise  and 
energy  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  people 
might  bring  about  a  period  of  prosperity 
in  Ireland  making  it  better  to  stay  in  that 
country  than  to  go  away.  As  long  as  it 
was  better  to  go  the  people  wo^d  go, 
and  would  not  stay.  It  might  be  that 
increased  energy  and  enterprise  in  Ire- 
land would  one  day  make  it  better  for 
men  to  stinr  there  tiian  to  leave  the 
conntiy.  TJntil  tiiat  was  so,  howevo'. 
Irishmen  would  continue  to  flnd  a  new 
field  for  their  labour.  With  regard  to 
the  Kesolntion,  he  did  not  think  it  wise 
to  express  re^et  in  the  abatraot  at  the 
existence  of  emigration ;  and,  in  the  next 
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infinitenmal  in  its  .eflbot  upon  tiie  well- 
being  of  Inland  that  it  was  not  fitting 
for  House  to  put  it  in  the  foreground, 
as  though  it  could  be  a  remedy  for  evils 
vhiuh  lay  much  deeper,  and  which  could 
only  be  remedied  by  the  display  of  energy 
and  intdligenoe  on  tiie  part  of  the  Iiuh 
people. 

Ma.  H'MAHON  said,  it  would  be  a 
source  of  sorrow  and  dissatisfactioa  to  the 
people  of  Ireland  that  all  the  hon.  Gen* 
tlemen  who  hod  addressed  the  House  oo 
the  MiniBterial  side  seemed  not  to  regret 
tiie  drain  of  the  Irish  people.  The 
learned  Lord  Advocate,  judging  by  the 
tenor  of  hia  roeeoh,  oug^t  to  have  moved 
•a  an  Amendment,  "That  this  House 
ngoioei  at  the  deMrtare  of  the  Irish 
people        ibelana."  It  seemed  to  be 
Assumed  tliat  emigration  there  was  the 
necessary  result  of  existing  eoonomio  laws 
which  could  not  be  altered  by  legislation. 
But  he  (Mr.  M'Mahon)  apprehended  that 
the  present  miserable  condition  of  the 
Irish  people  anwe  from  a  direct  interfe* 
rence  with  and  violation  of  the  well- 
known  rules  of  political  economy,  and 
was  directly  attributable  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country.     The  people  of 
Ireland  possessed  a  fine  soil,  the  source 
of  all  wealth ;  and  if  they  had  only  the 
liberty  to  till  it  for  their  own  benefit,  they 
would  be  a  wealthy  peo|de,  and  need  not 
come  to  that  House  with  the  whine  of 
mendicants,  as  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Sheffield  had  expressed  it.  But 
^bs^  were  not  aUowed  to  aoenmnlate  in 
their  own  country  the  results  of  Umrown 
ene^.    How  oonld  a  country  prosper 
when  £4,000,000  a  year  went  in  absentee 
rents,  and  £8,000,000  were  taken  away 
in  tues,  without  the  slightest  return 
excepting  in  stamp  receipts  ?     It  was 
impossible  that  a  country  could  thrive 
wMle  such  a  system  continued,  and  it  was 
therefore  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
see  if  something  could  not  be  done  to 
amend  such  a  system.   He  did  not  think 
that  anything  oonld  be  done  by  means  of 
grants  for  public  works.  He  did  not  want 
any  violation  of  economical  laws  in  Ireland. 
The  Irish  did  not  want  any  help  to  stimu- 
late their  industry ;  they  only  required  to 
be  let  aLsne ;  although  where  the  Govern- 
ment had  done  injury,  as  it  had  done 
tiirongh  the  Irish  Boud  of  Works  in  the 
ease  of  raising  the  levd  of  the  Shannon, 
it  was  but  Mr  that  that  injury  should  be 
redressed.   But  the  whole  oonrse  of  recent 
l^lidatiott  had  been  adverse  to  the  ooun- 


try.   Ireland  was  esaentialfy  an  agricnl- 
tartH,  while  England  was  a  mannfartnring 
country.   And  what  had  been  the  course 
of  legislation?    Since  1842  taxes  had, 
been  remitted  upon  the  manufactures  of 
England  to  the  extent  of  £25,000,000  or 
£80,000,000.  Bat  during  the  same  period 
laws  had  been  passed  against  the  staple 
products  of  Ireland.    Thus,  instead  of 
reducing  the  spirit  duties,  they  had  been 
laigely  increased  since  1842,  and  the  re- 
sult was  that  in  those  parts  of  Ireland 
where  oats  and  barley  used  to  be  grown 
large  tracts  of  land  were  now  turned  into 
pasture,  the  result  of  which  was  that  the 
land  went  back  alnu»t  into  a  state  of 
nature.    It  might  be  supposed  that  as 
there  was  sow  more  grass  land,  more 
sheep  and  cattle  were  maintained  in 
IreUmd  than  used  to  be  produced  there. 
But  tiie  &ot  was,  tiiat  a  smaller  number 
were  actually  reared.    Would  it  not  be 
right  to  inquire  into  the  operation  of  the 
spirit  duties  ?     Might  they  not  &irly 
expect  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  apply  his  surplus  in  part  to  the  re- 
duction of  those  duties  ?  fie  did  not  want 
exceptional  legislation  in  this  matter,  for 
he  thought  the  laws  of  the  two  countries 
should  be  identical.   The  malt-tax  was 
another  burden  that  the  Legislature  should 
remove  firom  Ireland.     In  tiie  county 
he  represented  (Wexford)  the  hardship  of 
that  tax  was  deeply  felt.   The  abolition  or 
reduction  of  that  tax  would  act  as  a  starong 
stimulant  to  Irish  farmers  to  grow  barky, 
instead  of  allowing  their  land  to  d^ene- 
rate  into  pasture.   "Ho  held  in  his  hand  a 
letter  from  a  Mr.  Bowley,  a  person  emi- 
nently qualified  to  give  an  opinion  upon 
this  point,  in  which  he  stated  that,  having 
been  in  treaty  for  a  farm  in  Ireland,  he 
gave  up  the  idea  of  taking  it  in  conse- 
quence of  the  conviction  that,  with  free 
importation  and  with  the  malt-tax,  agri- 
culture could  not  be  carried  on  in  Ireland; 
and  that  unless  the  malt-tax  were  repealed 
the  land  would  be  put  out  of  cultivation. 
In  that  opinion  he  (Mr.  M'Mahon)  entirely 
concurred  and  he  felt  sure  if  that  tax 
were  repealed,  the  idea  that  for  thir^ 
years  had  been  prevalent  as  to  Ireland 
being  suitable  for  a  pastoral  and  not  for 
an  agrieultural  eonntiy  would  be  proved 
to  be  erroneou.   At  any  rate  they  could 
not  say  so  until  they  had  allowed  the 
country  fair  play.  Another  matter  he  Mt 
bound  to  advert  to  was  that  in  1830,  the 
cultivation  of  tobacco  in  Ireland  produced 
£60««70p„«r^.«na,ggf^gf.^ 
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nomiii^  notoontent  with  ludi  prosperity, 
found  it  desuvble  to  pass  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament in  tito  Iflt  of  William  lY.,  prohi- 
Inting  tiut  enltiTatum.  It  was  sai^  that 
theprohilntiondid  nohann,  as  thetobaooo 
grown  in  Irehuid  coaM  not  oompete  with 
the  foreign  prodnoe.  Evon  if  that  wm 
so.  why  was  not  a  mere  Exeiae  duty 
laid  npon  the  Irish  tobacoo,  which  oonid 
then  have  been  left  to  take  its  ohance 
according  to  its  quality }  The  cultivation 
was  totally  stopped,  and  the  growers  re- 
ceived compensation  for  the  one  year's 
crops  only,  but  nothing  for  the  loss  they 
snstained  in  consequence  of  being  depriv^ 
of  such  a  remuDerative  mode  of  cultivat- 
ing ^eir  land.  If  they  repealed  that 
enactment  it  would,  at  any  rate,  look 
something  like  a  return  to  eoonomio  laws. 
Again,  until  1833,  the  Irish  fiirmer  could 
manufacture  sugar  from  beet-root  &ee 
from  dnty;  bat,  now  the  Irish  £urmer 
must  sell  hia  grain  in  competition  with 
all  the  world,  but  he  was  not  allowed  to 
oompete  with  anybody  in  making  beet-root 
sugar.  The  Frenchman,  Fruanan,  Kua- 
sian,  and  Amoioan,  oonld  make  thmr  own 
sugar,  whilst  the  English  and  Irish  far- 
mers could  not  turn  their  land  to  that 
oidtiTstion.  In  1833  Parliament  imposed 
a  duty  upon  the  manufacture  of  beet-root 
sugar;  but  the  mannfiicture  increased, 
until,  in  1853,  aa  much  as  £1,500  duty 
was  paid  in  one  place.  In  that  year, 
however,  the  tax  was  increased  to  the 
amount  of  the  duty  upon  foreign  sugar, 
and  the  whole  manu&ctnre  waa  ruined. 
The  tax,  howereFf  was  not  so  heavy  upon 
the  foreigner  aa  npon  the  grower  at 
home,  beeanae  the  forugner  paid  dnty 
only  upon  the  sugar  he  sent  here,  while 
the  Inahman  paid  upon  every  pound  he 
made.  He  maintained  it  to  be  the 
dnty  of  OoTOnment  to  reoonnder  tiiese 
laws  which  had  so  largely  contributed 
towards  changing  Ireland  into  a  pastoral 
country.  How  was  it  that  in  that  House, 
where  the  landed  interest  was  paramount, 
so  little  attention  was  paid  to  land,  and 
tiiat  the  only  persons  thought  of  were 
the  traders  and  the  manufacturers  to  the 
exolunon  of  the  farmers  ?  It  was  in  the 
interest  of  the  traders  and  the  manufac- 
tnrers  that  ships  were  employed  on  dis- 
tant shores  to  foroe  commerce  npon  un- 
willing nations,  and  that  colonies  were 
fbundM.  There  was  a  Board  of  Trade  to 
lo^  after  the  eommerdal  interest— why 
diookl  therei  not  be  a  Board  of  Agrioul- 
tue  to  look  after  tiie  farmer's  intereat? 


Did  the  right  hon.  and  hon .  Gentlemen  who 
had  spoken  on  the  liinisterial  side  of  the 
House  believe  that  the  Irish  peoj^e 
would  remain  in  Ireland  if  they  were  to 
believe  that  England  could  do  noflui^ 
to  improve  th«r  present  conation }  The 
resolt  of  our  legiaLation  had  been  already 
to  reduce  Ihe  population  of  Ireland  in 
fifteen  years  from  8,000,000  to  a  litUe 
above  5,500,000  ;  and  if  Ireland  were  to 
become  a  pastoral  country  4,000,000  more 
of  her  people  would  have  to  leave,  for 
1,500,000  would  be  sufficient  for  pastoral 
purposes.  If  the  American  war  were  to 
terminate,  he  saw  nothing  to  prevrat  emi- 
gration increasing  at  such  a  rate  that  in 
ten  years  the  island  would  be  entirely 
depopulated.  He  did  not  think  such  a 
resnu  would  be  desirable,  even  for  the 
pecuniary  interest  of  this  country,  and 
far  less  for  ita  honour.  England  required 
men  for  her  armiea~where  could  i£eget 
them  so  cheap  or  so  good  as  in  Ireland  ? 
Baring  the  Crimean  war  we  had  felt  the 
difficnlky  of  procuring  men  witttoat  raising 
the  rate  of  wages  in  the  mann&cturing 
distriote.  Bat  he  had  raid  two  or  three 
times  already,  and  he  had  been  censured 
for  BO  saying,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
have  peace  and  contentment  in  Ireland 
until  the  Established  Chnroh  was  got 
rid  of.  The  Lord  Advocate  had  cited 
Sootland  as  a  contrast  to  Ireland ;  but 
Scotland  had  not  the  disaster  of  having 
the  Church  of  the  minority  dominant  The 
Bootchman,  after  making  his  money  abroad, 
oould  retain  to  his  country  without  being 
subjected  to  the  disadvantage  of  having 
the  Church  of  the  minority  over  him. 
Fratestant  asoendancy  met  a  Cath^  at 
erwy  at^  in  Ireland  and  that  jneveDted 
Oatbdioa  who  had  made  fertonea  ela»> 
where  from  gnng  home  to  spend  thor 
money  in  thor  own  eountr^.  He  be- 
lieved that  a  great  deal  of  mischief  aroae 
from  having  a  distinct  Administration  ia 
Ireland,  and  that  if  the  Lord  Lieutenancy 
were  abolished,  and  Irfdand  governed  aa 
England  was,  a  great  improvement  would 
be  effiMted  in  that  country.  The  separate 
system  of  government  was  an  evil  of  con- 
siderable magnitude.  He  hoped  that  the 
House  would  not  refose  to  adopt  that  part 
of  the  Besolution  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  King's  County  which  expressed 
regret  tot  the  great  decrease  in  the  popa- 
lation  of  Ireland.  When  an  Irish  ques- 
tion waa  nsder  coiiades«ti<m  tlm  Liberal 
English  Members  TOT  addom  voted  rightly 
— theyalwajB  Toted  witb-tte  Uioistry, 
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and  ru&nx  aflbrdad  any  aaoitanee  to  Ire- 
land— and  this  aooonnted  for  the  reliiet> 
anee  of  Iiiih  ISjsabea  to  asairt  the  Eng- 
lish Idberala  to  the  octent  they  otherwise 
would  assist  them.  As  so  many  English 
Liberals  had  already  spoken  against  Ire- 
luid  daring  this  debate,  he  hoped  matters 
would  be  relieved  by  a  number  of  Eng- 
lish Members  voting  for  the  Baaolution 
before  the  House. 

Ua.  SUITLOF  said,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  hsd  just  sat  down  (Hi, 
U'Mahon)  in  oomparing  Ireland  with 
Scotland  had  said  that  Scotland  had  this 
advantage  over  Ireland,  that  in  Scotland 
the  Established  Church  was  not  the  Church 
of  the  minority.  In  this  he  was  quite 
mistaken — ^it  was  the  Church  of  the  mine* 
rity  though  not  to  so  prepostwous  an  ex- 
tMit  as  in  Ireland..  He  would  ta^  the 
portunity  of  confirming  the  statement  of 
his  right  h(m.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Lord  Advocate  l^at  there  had  always 
been,  as  tbere  onght  to  be,  a  very  kindly 
feeling  on  the  Tpart  of  Sootchmen  towards 
Ireland.  Soo^nd  and  Ireland,  in  many 
respects,  stood  in  a  similar  position  to- 
warda  England,  and  Scotchmen  had  always 
shown  themselves  anxious  to  assist  in  the 
amelioration  of  Ireland.  Shortly  after  he 
entered  Parliament  he  sat  for  three  months 
on  a  Committee  which  wai  engaged  in 
considering  Irish  Landlord  and  Tenant 
HUb,  and  since  that  time  he  had  taken 
a  deep  and  hearty  interest  in  Irish  qaes- 
tions ;  but  he  could  not  go  with  the  Irish 
Kembers  in  presung  the  Oovemment  for 
postal  snbridies  and  suoh  like  ob|ecis  He 
thong^it  tibat  Hoe  Irish  people  might  take 
a  lesson  fit>in  the  porition  SooUuid  now 
held,  as  compared  with  Ireland,  which 
might  do  them  a  service.  If  they  would 
look  at  Scotland  closely,  they  would  see 
that  the  two  countries  stood  very  much  on 
the  same  footing.  The  climate  of  Scotland 
was  not  so  good  as  that  of  Ireland ;  the 
land  of  the  former  was  poorer  than  that  of 
the  latter ;  the  natural  harbours  and  the 
rivers  of  beland  were  snperior  to  those  of 
Scotland.  Ireland  had  her  Parliament 
taken  from  her;  Sootland  had  lost  her 
Parliament  also,  and  she  had  also  the 
Court  of  the  Sovereign  taken  from  her ; 
■0  that  Scotland  had  all  these  oaoses  of 
absenteeism  in  quite  as  great  strength  ea 
they  existed  in  Irdand.  How  was  it, 
then,  that  Sootland  was  prosperous  in 
manafaotnree  and  oommeroe,  and  resident 
gentry  ?  How  was  it  that  not  only  the 
Seotoh  pnqpdetm  were  not  weaned  away 
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from  their  country,  and  had  their  homes 
and  eatahlishmento  ther^  looked  aStat  their 
peotde  and  enconraged  their  maniUhotnresi 
but  that  English  noblonen  bought  estates 

in  Sootland  and  spent  part  of  theirtime  and 
part  of  their  wealth  there?  How  was  it  that 
these  marked  oontraats  occurred  }  He  did 
not  mean  to  go  back  to  days  long  past  and 
enter  at  length  into  the  original  causes  of 
the  different  state  of  oiroumstances  that 
existed  in  the  two  countries  as  compared 
with  each  other.  Were  he  to  go  back  bo 
far,  he  would  in  one  sentence  state  two 
causes.  He  would  say  it  was  because 
Ireland  hsd  no  Bannookbuni  and  Soot* 
land  had  no  priests.  But  coming  to 
Uie  present  time,  he  would  endeavour  to 
account  fbr  the  difBsrence  by  two  reasons. 
In  his  opinion,  the  first  cause  of  the  dif- 
ference was,  that  the  Scotch  were  a  quiets 
orderly,  peaceable  people,  among  whom 
men  dwelt  in  sB&ty,  among  whom  English- 
men or  Irishmen  might  bring  their  capital 
with  a  oonsoioQsness  of  peirfeot  security ; 
but  though  he  was  happy  to  hear  that 
crime  in  Ireland  was  diminishing,  still 
it  took  a  long  period  of  settled  order  to 
create  confidence,  and  things  had  been 
done  there  within  the  last  half-year 
which  were  not  caloulated  to  encourage 
men  to  invest  their  capital  or  take  up 
their  residence  in  that  country.  The 
other  and  more  important  cause  was  that 
the  Irish  as  jet  had  not  learnt  to  stand 
upon  their  own  legs — to  tmst  to  them- 
s^ves,  and  not  to  lean  on  the  Oovem- 
ment, not  to  think  that  everything  ia  to 
be  d(me  by  an  advance  of  Govemment 
money.  The  Seotoh  did  not  oome  to  Par- 
liament fbr  postid  snbddies,  far  a  rtgium 
dcnumj  for  S£oyal  dockyards,  fi>r  improved 
drainage.  They  trusted  to  themselves  for 
these  tilings.  Along  the  Clyde  there  wss 
town  after  town  —  Greenock,  the  third 
port  in  the  kingdom  in  point  of  Customs 
revenue,  and  Glasgow  among  tho  nnm- 
ber,  all  full  of  manufactories  and  ship- 
building yards,  and  none  of  them  owing 
their  prosperity  to  Govemment  grants. 
That  river  now  bore  vessels  of  1,000  tons, 
coming  from  the  East  and  West  Indies  and 
all  parts  of  the  world;  and  yet,  at  the 
end  of  last  century,  only  one  -  masted 
lighters,  drawing  two  feet  of  water,  were 
able  to  |et  up  it.  How  had  the  de^oiing 
of  the  nver  been  effinted  ?  I^ot  by  grants 
of  puUio  money,  but  entirely  bjr  the  oier- 
gies  and  ezertione  of  the  inhabitants  and 
merchants  of  Glasgow  and  other  towns  in 
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vhidi  Ten  Inoiight  fiirwardio  uutnoe  the 
OoTemmoit  to  nnctaon  the  grant  of  pnb- 
Uo  moDoy,  to  be  Buccessfol  would  really 
enoonrage  the  very  disease — the  mond 
disability — whioh  it  was  desirable  to  core. 
What  was  wanted  was  to  make  Irishmen 
stand  on  their  1^^  and  every  speech  calling 
for  Government  aid,  £very  laudation  of 
Lord  Lieutenant  E^linton  merely  for  en- 
conragiog  a  wretched  affair  which  brought 
many  to  ruin  without  doing  good  to  one 
human  being  had  no  other  effect  hut  to 
encourage  Uie  mischievous  leaning  on 
others  which  was  the  bane  of  Irishmen. 
If  th^  oonld  only  be  weaned  from  a  re- 
liance on  the  cenlxal  Government,  he  had 
no  doubt  Ireland  would  become  as  pros- 
pOTOOB  as  Scotland,  which  had  reUed  only 
oa  her  own  energies.  The  hon.  Ifember 
fbr  the  county  of  Galway  (Hr.  Gregory) 
seemed  to  threaten  the  Liberal  party  with 
total  desertion  by  the  Boman  Catholic 
Kembers ;  but,  for  his  part,  he  should  not 
be  sorry  to  see  all  those  Members  sitting 
on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House.  He 
thought  ^at  the  Gk)vemment  had  been 
led,  by  the  desire  to  get  their  votes,  to  do 
many  things  which  it  ought  not  to  have 
done,  and  the  best  cry  for  the  Govern* 
ment  in  a  new  eleoticm  would  be  an  appeal 
to  the  English  and  Scotch  constitaencies 
to  shield  them  from  a  dependanoe  on  the 
representaixTes  of  the  Irish  priesthood, 
whose  views  of  foreign  and  domestic 
poliOT  were  irreconcilable  with  those  of 
the  Liberals  of  Great  Britain.  He  should 
look  with  greater  confidence  to  the  future 
prosperity  of  IreUoid  if  Qie  people  there 
(mly  ad(mted  a  more  healHiy  tone  than 
■ome  of  theor  reiwesentatiTes,  and  trusted 
entirely  to  their  own  ezertions. 

Mb.  LEFROY,  while  he  congratulated 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  King's  County  on 
the  tone  of  moderation  in  which  he  had 
brought  this  subject  forward,  and  on  the 
great  amount  of  information  which  he  had 
brought  to  bear  upon  it,  r^;retted  that  he 
oould  not  give  his  vote  in  fisvour  of  the 
Motion.  He  should  not  follow  the  hon. 
Gentieman  who  had  introduced  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Established  Church  into  the 
debate.  Were  it  necessary  to  drag  that 
subject  before  the  House,  it  would  not  be 
diffleolt  to  Aow  that  Ireland  would  re- 
oeive  little  benefit  if  die  wm  deprived 
of  the  remdenoe  there  of  tfae  bishops  and 
clergy  of  that  Cbnndi.  That  he  believed 
was  the  opinion  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
Irish  people.  But,  following  the  example 
of  other  hon.  ManberSfhe  would  avoid 
Ur,lhmUp 


anything  which  m^t  introdnoe  rdipooa 
animosity  and  bad  fbding  into  the  debate. 
The  Motion  might  be  divided  into  two 
parts.  The  first  was  that  in  which  the 
House  was  asked  to  express  its  regret  at 
the  decline  of  the  population  in  Lreland. 
Now,  there  was  no  one  who  would  not 
regard  with  regret  the  decline  of  the  pop- 
ulation under  general  circumstances;  but, 
if  he  (Mr.  Lefroy)  were  asked  to  vote  for 
the  proposition  that,  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  Ireland,  he  was  to  regret 
the  diminution  of  the  population,  he  must 
confess  that  he  could  not  conscientiously 
support  it  He  was  of  opinion  that  tiie 
great  distress  in  Ireland  was  caused  by  the 
humidity  of  the  climate,  and  that  it  was 
better  to  coincide  with  the  ordering  of 
Providence  tiias  to  seek  to  quarrel  with  His 
wise  purposes.  He  (2b-.  L^oy)  rgoiced 
that  those  who  could  not  support  them- 
selves at  home  were  going  abroad,  where 
they  could  work  for  themselves  and  fami- 
lies, and  send  lusistance  to  those  they  had 
left  behind.  This  second  part  of  the  pro- 
position required  explanation.  The  House 
was  asked  "to  support  Her  Majesty's 
Government  in  any  well  devised  measure 
to  stimulate  the  profitable  employment  of 
the  people."  He  considered  that  expression, 
"to  stimulate,"  a  moat  onfortunato  one, 
for  it  must  mean  that  the  people  were  to 
depend  on  Government  aid.  He  (Mr. 
Le&oy)  did  not  think  that  the  welfare 
of  Ireland  was  to  be  promoted  by  as- 
sistance given  in  that  way.  He  had 
seen  ud  bviahly  givm  to  it  in  the  time  of 
famine,  but  there  were  evil  consequences 
which  followed  that  he  did  not  wish  to 
have  repeated.  Another  subject,  as  yet 
untouched,  was  in  respect  to  the  Insh 
railways.  He  knew  nothing  more  impor- 
tant than  that  the  railways  should  be  in 
some  way  under  the  control  of  Govern- 
ment, BO  that  they  might  be  managed  with 
safety  and  at  diminished  expense,  and 
that  the  people  should  be  encouraged 
to  send  their  cattle  to  market  by  railway. 
These  were  subjeots  of  importance  tat  the 
consideration  of  the  Government;  and  he 
was  glad,  and  he  rejoiced,  that  in  this 
temperate  debate  a  decdre  had  been  uni* 
verMlly  expressed  that  eveiy  matter  whioh 
mig^t  be  advantageous  to  Ireland  shoold 
be  brought  under  flu  eonsideratiim  of  Go- 
vernment. As  to  the  distress,  said  to  be  ex- 
isting in  Irdand,  he  could  not  admit  that 
this  last  year  there  had  been  a  wonderful 
or  oonsidenble  decrease  in  the  prosperity 
of  Inland.  He  had  bear>i^;i^^rd. 
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and  Sligo,  and  Xeitrim,  and  Louth,  and 
oiher  oonnties,  and  he  had  not  heud  in 
any  of  Uioae  counties  of  anjr  ^^eat  diatreas.* 
As  soon  as  he  knew  that  this  debate  was 
to  oome  on  he  wrote  fo  several  of  the 
priooipal  agents  in  those  coontaes,  and 
he  had  their  aathority  for  sayiog  that 
the  crops  last  harvest  were  much  bet- 
ter, and  that  the  great  excellence  of 
the  crop  of  potatoes  was  quite  sufficient 
to  set  the  people  altogether  free  from  ap- 
prehension of  famine.  The  cause  of  the 
large  emigration  from  Ireland  had  been 
attributed  to  the  cruelty  of  the  landlords. 
By  way  of  answer  to  this,  he  must  aak 
permusion  to  read  an  extract  from  a  letter 
from  an  Irish  land  agent  onthesubjeot: — 

**I  ou  instance  Urge  eatatw,  under  tbe  most 
popniar  Undlordi,  from  whieh  tbm  has  been  as 
much  emigration  as  from  anjr  other  estates  in 
Ireland.  There  are  few  landlords  in  IreUnd  that 
bear  a  higher  obaraoter  for  kindness  and  liberality 
to  their  tenants  than  Lord  Palmerston.  He  gives 
large  emptoTtnent  on  his  eitenslre  estates  in 
Sllgo.  He  expends  large  aams  ereiy  year  in  the 
inprorement  of  his  property  and  in  the  improre- 
ment  of  the  dwellings  and  homesteads  of  his 
tenants.  He  scarcely  erer  turns  oat  a  tenant — 
indeed,  I  may  well  say  he  carries  this  rule,  if  pos- 
sible, to  a  fault ;  and  yet  we  hare  every  year  a 
large  number  of  tenants  emigrating,  and  leaving 
the  property,  and  seeking  to  improve  their  proe- 
perity  io  other  lands.  I  feel  oonAdent^  Uierefbre, 
that  harsh  conduct  on  the  part  of  landlords  is  no 
oanie  why  so  many  people  leave  this  eonntry." 

He  (Ifr.  Lefroy)  could  not  support  the 
Uotion ;  but  as  the  Goremment  had  heard 
tiiat  there  were  certain  circumstances  under 
which  relief  might  be  given  to  the  distress 
of  the  country,  it  would  be  well  if  the 
noble  Lord  (Viscount  Palmerston)  would 
take  into  consideration  what  the  Ckimmittee 
of  last  year  had  recommended  to  the  Go- 
vernment at  the  end  of  the  Session,  in 
order  that  it  might  he  asoertained  whether 
something  could  not  be  done  beneficial  to 
Ireland  utogether  different  from  the  cha- 
rity bestowed  in  former  years. 

Mk.  POLLARD-TJKQUHART  thought 
that  a  ttme  of  too  great  despondency  had 
been  indulged  in  in  that  debate,  as  if  the 
evils  under,  which  Ireland  was  sufferiug 
were  permanent  rather  than  temporary. 
The  famine,  indeed,  spoke  for  itself,  but 
the  present  distress  was  owing,  in  his  opi- 
nion, to  a  concatenation  of  adverse  or 
difficult  circumstances,  among  the  first 
of  which  was  tbe  enormous  and  profligate 
Imperial  expenditure  occurring  during  a 
Buccession  of  bad  harvests.  Next  he 
was  bound  to  sa^  was  to  be  included  the 
unfortunate  and  impolitic  legiolatixm  of  the 


Chancellor  of  ttie  Exdieqaer  in  regard  to 
the  spirit  duties.  C<mtraiy  to  our  geneni 
fiscal  polu^,  purmed  since  1842,  the  i^ht 
hon.  Gentleman  had,  instead  of  substitnt- 
ing  direct  for  indirect  taxation,  increased 
both  direct  and  indirect  taxation  in  lie- 
land,  and  the  result  had  been  the  de- 
structiou  of  one  of  the  few  branches  of 
manufacture  carried  on  in  that  country — 
distillation.  Still  he  believed  that  the 
late  evils  were  not  greater  than  those 
which  occurred  in  what  had  been  referred 
to  as  the  palmy  days  of  protection  and 
Irish  prosperity.  The  hon.  Member  pro- 
ceeded to  quote  passages  from  the  Heports 
of  Sir  J.  Newport's  Committee  of  1819, 
where  reference  is  made  to  "numerous 
bodies  who,  pressed  by  want  and  seeking 
relief,  have  fatally  contributed  to  the 
diffusion  of  disease;"  of  Lord  Mouteagle's 
Committee  of  1823,  in  whioh  the  eondi- 
tiott  of  fhe  wogie  is  described  to  be 
"wretched  and  oalamitouB  in  the  I^ghest 
degree;"  and  from  the  evidence  l^ore 
the  Committee  of  1830  of  Dr.  Doyle, 
who  said  it  would  be  impossible  for  lan- 
guage to  convey  an  idea  of  the  state  of 
distress  to  which  the  ejected  tenantry  have 
been  reduced,  or  of  the  disease,  misery,  and 
even  vice  which  they  have  propagated  in  the 
towns,  from  Mr.  Carlyle's  latter  days  pam- 
phlets ;  and  the  Address  issued  by  the  Irish 
agent  of  the  broiler- in-law  of  the  noble  Lord 
the  Hember  for  North  Leioestershire  (Lord 
John  ]lf  annmv) ;  and  what  he  had  heard 
from  Hr.  Stewart,  who  managed  lai^ 
estates  in  various  parts  of  Irdend,  stating 
that  rants  in  various  plaoea  were  higher 
than  they  were  twen^  years  ago  ;  and 
this,  he  urged,  was  adverse  to  an  impres- 
sion that  Ireland  was  alto^her  in  a  de- 
clining condition.  He  nncerely  hoped 
that  ue  noUe  Lord  the  Member  for  North 
Leicestershire  would  impress  these  Suits 
upon  his  friends  who  maintained  that 
the  repeal  of  the  Com  Laws  had  ruined 
Ireland.  As  to  tbe  taxes  in  Ireland, 
there  was  no  doubt  that  when  Uie  poor 
rates  were  very  high— as  high  as  3«.  in 
the  pound,  as  was  the  case  some  years 
back,  contemporaneously  with  an  income 
tax  of  16d.  in  the  pound,  the  pressure 
was  severely  felt— especially  by  the  dei^y 
of  the  Established  Church,  and  tbur  case 
ought  to  have  the  consideration  of  the 
Government.  He  did  not  deny  the  ex- 
istence of  severe  distress.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  King's  County  had  suggested  one 
remedy  that  distress  to  whi&  he  could 
not  agree,  and  tiiat  ma  puhlu  worka. 
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He  vasqirite  oertuntibat  ^  paUie  wtnks 
of  1846  and  1847  did  a  great  deal  of  mie- 
oliief,  indooiDg  the  people  to  betiere  that 
w<n^  must  Im  provided  for  tiiem.  The 
feilure  of  that  tptem  had  diaooaraged  a 
gnat  many  landlords  mnoe  from  improTiog 
their  estate,  and  be  hoped  the  experiment 
would  not  be  tried  again.  Another  objec- 
tion to  public  works  was  that  the  money 
most  be  raised  by  additional  taxation  or 
withdrawn  from  industry  and  enterprise 
of  different  kinds.  Now,  if  GoTeroment 
did  auytfaingto  cripple  indiutry  and  enter- 
prise great  numbers  of  people  who  were 
now  earning  their  livelihood  in  England 
would  be  sent  back  to  their  parishes,  and 
l^eir  last  state  would  be  worse  than  their 
first.  But,  on  the  whole,  he  did  not  think 
that  (Jovemment  had  done  all  that  th^ 
mig^t  have  done.  Lord  Aberdeen's  Bill 
of  1853  would  have  stopped  a  great  deal 
of  distress.  Or  if  they  were  unable  to 
carry  tiiat,  an  extenaiou  of  the  compen- 
sating period  of  Ur.  Caidwetl's  Bill 
I860  would  have  been  most  beneficial. 
One  of  the  best  remedies  that  could  be 
applied  to  Ireland  would  be  a  return 
to  the  Estimates  of  1853,  and  if  Irish 
Members  would  unite  and  put  the  screw 
on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  per- 
haps he  would  not  refuse  them  some  re- 
medy of  ^at  kind. 

Sis  HERYET  BRUCE  regretted  that 
he  could  not  support  the  Resolution  of  the 
hon.  Ifember  for  the  King's  County,  be- 
cause, instead  of  deploring  the  causes 
which  led  to  emigration,  the  Resolation 
deplored  the  emigration  itself.  Now  he  (Sir 
Hervey  Bruce)  could  not  deplore  it  when 
it  was  taking  his  snffaring  and  poverty- 
stricken  eoontrymen  to  plaoea  where  they 
could  not  only  procnxe  comfort  but  affln- 
ence.  He  had  been  much  pleased  with 
tiie  remarks  of  some  of  the  English  and 
Scotch  Hembers  who  had  taken  part  in 
the  debate,  and  who  had  shown  a  lively 
interest  in  the  affiiirs  of  Ireland,  bnt  it 
certainly  was  amusing  to  hear  the  remarks 
of  some  hen.  Gentlemen  who,  after  a  tour 
of  a  week  or  a  fortnight  in  Ireland,  came 
down  to  lecture  Irish  Members  who  were 
probably  equal  to  them  in  intellect— 
certainly  equal  to  them  in  the  interest 
which  they  took  in  Irish  matters — and  far 
superior  to  them  in  the  experience  of  what 
was  beneficial  to  their  coantry.  An  amus- 
ing instance  of  that  kind  of  teaching  was 
given,  when  th^  were  told  that  the  Irish 
were  a  debased  and  mutilated  people.  He 
denied  that  Uiey  were;  but  if  th^y  had 

Mr.  PoUard-  JTrquhaH 


been  debased  what  tended  to  eanie  it? 
,The  manner  in  which  England  proeued 
the  Union,  and  old  Englidi  laws  jffdiilnt* 
ing  trade  in  Ireland.  Ilie  oonniliatmy 
speech  of  the  hem.  and  learned  Mnnba 
for  Sheffirid  had  reomved  a  sniBoient 
answer.  The  right  hon.  Member  for 
Galne  (Mr.  Lowe)  who,  in  his  calm  and 
measured  tones,  tdd  the  House  that  he 
was  going  to  introduce  nothing  of  an  irri- 
tating nature,  said,  the  only  remedial 
measures  for  Ireland  were  the  destruction 
of  the  Irish  Chureh  and  the  abolition  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenancy.  The  hon.  Oentie- 
man  also  said  Uiat  capital  was  ooj  and 
difficult  to  find,  and  that  yet  it  had  been 
showered  on  disreputable  people  is  some 
of  our  colonies.  But  he  thought  the  ri^t 
hon.  QenUeman  was  in  error,  because  be 
nndentocd  that  tiie  banks  of  the  country 
inhabited  by  these  disreputable  people  wara 
paying  20  per  cent.  But  these  observap 
tions  were  of  secondary  imp<ntanoe  to 
those  of  the  ChaneelltHr  m  the  Exchequer, 
who  gave  his  reaaraiB  for  not  supporting 
the  Motion.  Firstly,  the  objection  was 
that  the  Resolution  had  only  been  a  short 
time  befere  the  House,  and  there  was  force 
then  in  that  objection.  An  objection, 
however,  which  almost  led  Irish  Memben 
to  suppose  he  was  about  to  consider 
their  claims.  But  then  came  the  ob- 
jection that  the  adoption  of  the  Resolu- 
tion would  lead  the  Irish  people  to  think 
that  the  Government  was  going  to  do 
everything  for  them.  The  ri^t  hen. 
Gentleman  farther  laid  down  the  broad 
proposition  that  any  exemption  from  tax- 
ation was  of  necessity  a  gut,  unless  time 
were  countervailing  ciroanutanees.  Now* 
were  there  no  oonntervailing  nrcnmstances 
with  r^ard  to  Irekmd  to  teing  her  under 
the  fovourable  oonndoation  of  the  Impe- 
rial Government }  It  had  been  stated 
Ireland  bore  the  same  position  to  the  Im- 
perial Cbvemment  that  Scotland  did ;  but 
this  he  denied,  becaose  between  Ireland 
there  was  a  sea  as  turbulent  in  its  ways  aa 
Irishmen  themselves  were  reported  to  be, 
while  no  such  element  existed  between 
England  and  Scotland.  The  gentry  d 
Scotland,  too,  possessed  many  more  in- 
ducements to  spend  Uieir  money  nearer 
home  than  did  the  Irish.  He  did  not 
purpose  to  defend  absentemsm,  but  it  could 
not  be  denied  that  many  biidi  genUemen 
who  visited  London  found  superior  attrao- 
tions  in  that  dty  to  those  whi^  thsir 
native  country  ooold  hold  «at  to  ttism. 
When  (lie  noble  Locd  tha  Member  for 
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Stamfeid  (Lord  Robert  Gedl)  nllnded  to  tiw 
fact  that  trade  and  commerce  had  been 
repressed  in  Ireland,  he  could  perceive 
that  the  Gtovemment  sneered  at  the  state- 
ment, but  it  was  neTertheless  true.  No 
one  would  deny  that  in  olden  times  trade 
and  commerce  were  adrisedly  repressed  by 
the  laws  of  England.  What  was  the  opi- 
nion of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  'West 
Biding  of  Yorkshire  (Sir  Francis  Crossley), 
no  mean 'authority  on  that  Hnbject  ?  That 
hon.  Gentleman  said  he  could  not  agree 
in  the  opinion  that  manufactures  could  be 
disseminated  throughout  Irfdand  —  that 
they  were  of  alow  growth,  anj  took  a  long 
lime  to  establish— that  they  were  ooncen- 
trated  in  the  north  of  England,  and  had 
also  taken  root  in  the  north  of  Ireland. 
Ho  was  afriud  that  was  not  the  case.  Oreat 
stress  had  been  laid  on  the  cnltivation  of 
flax,  and  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Leicestershire  (Lord  John  Manners)  had 
advised  his  constituenta  to  cultivate  that 
article.  Bat  its  growth  was  a  most  pre- 
carious thing.  It  would  not  suit  large 
farmers  until  the  difficulty  of  working  it 
was  removed,  and  was  only  suitable  for 
small  farmers.  It  could  never  become  a 
source  of  wealth  to  the  country,  even 
though  the  scarcity  of  cotton  ought  to 
have  that  effect.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
he  should  be  told  that  Uie  Irish  were  not 
taxed  for  their  police.  That  this  was  tiie 
case  he  granted,  but  it  should  also  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  Irish  police  did  not 
at  all  resemble  the  body  employed  in  Eng- 
land under  that  name.  The  so-eall^ 
police  force  of  Ireland,  though  undonbt* 
edly  a  body  of  very  fine  men,  was  nothing 
more  or  less  than  an  army  of  occupation, 
and  if  England  thought  it  right  to  send 
an  army  of  occupation  she  ought  not  cer- 
tainly to  call  upon  the  people  to  contribute 
to  its  support  out  of  the  local  taxation. 
Now,  what  did  Ireland  pay  that  was  not 
paid  in  England  ?  The  Irish  paid  a  much 
heavier  sum  out  of  their  local  rates  than  the 
boasted  assessed  taxes  of  England  could  pro- 
duoe  in  Ireland,  for  they  paid  one.half  the 
charge  for  medtoal  officers  in  the  unions 
out  of  the  rates,  and  also  for  schoolmasters 
and  mistresses.  In  England  these  charges 
were  paid  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
The  Chanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
made  one  statement  which  he  eoold  not 
nndorstand.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman 
■aid  that  whenever  money  was  advanced 
to  Ireland  it  was  at  a  lower  rate  of  in- 
terest than  the  rate  of  money  in  Bi^Jand. 
KoT,  mon^  fox  the  drainage  of  land 


oonld  be  borrowed  in  England  as  well  as 
in  Ireland,  and  the  amount  paid  in  Ireland 
was  exactly  the  same  as  in  this  country. 
He  would  not  say  that  his  own  counti^- 
men  were  not  in  fkult,  for  they  were  dis- 
tinctly in  fault  in  one  partioular.  They 
showed  too  great  a  pride  with  regard  to 
engaging  in  bnde  end  commerce ;  and  on 
that  point  he  quite  oononrred  in  some  ob- 
servations made  by  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Limerick  (Mr.  Monsell)  a  short  time 
ago.  The  right  hon.  Gentieman  said  that 
the  middle  classes  did  not  give  that  prac- 
tical education  to  their  children  which  they 
ought  to  do;  that  the  rich  farmra  never 
thought  of  educating  his  sons  for  tradoi 
but  wished  to  make  them  lawyers  or  doc- 
tors ;  that  rieh  merohtnts  never  thought  of 
risking  a  few  thousands  in  a  ftotory ;  that 
they  regarded  mannfeoturing  pnrsaits  as 
low  and  vulgar ;  tlutt  tiie  greatest  of  the 
obstacles  to  Ireland  was  pride,  the  miser- 
able feeling  that  there  was  something  low 
and  degrading  in  industrial  pursuits. 
Whilst  the  Qovemment  were  spending 
magnificent  sums  on  the  education  of  the 
people  they  did  not  give  the  people  of 
Ireland  that  useful  and  practical  education 
which  was  likely  to  qu^fy  them  for  trade 
and  commerce.  In  the  schools  for  the  poorer 
classes  the  children  were  brought  up  in 
a  manner  superior  to  the  poation  in  life 
they  might  be  expected  to  occupy.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  pupils  were 
not  well-grounded,  for  the  contrary  was 
tiie  case ;  but  its  character  was  not  such 
as  would  tend  to  raise  the  people  from  the 
cmidition  into  which  the^  had  now  feUen. 
He  must  say  a  word  with  respect  to  tiie 
(Thief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  He  was 
convinced  that  no  man  ever  went  to  Ire- 
land more  desirous  to  win  a  name  and  repu- 
tation which  would  emulate  those  of  his 
predecessors,  or  more  anxious  to  do  his  best 
for  the  credit  of  his  Goremment ;  but  he 
did  not  go  to  work  in  the  right  way.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  studied  interesting 
statistics  more  than  real  facts,  and  de- 
pended more  upon  official  returns  than 
upon  the  information  which  he  could  have 
readily  obtained  flnm  men  of  all  sides  in 
politics,  and  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Irish  affairs.  He  said  this  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  with  all  kindness,  for  he 
had  ever  Bzpmenced  tmoi  him  the 
greatest  oonrten^  and  attention.  The 
noble  Lord  flie  Membnr  fbr  Stamford  (Lord 
Robert  CeoU),  had  also  made  a  most 
able  speech ;  bat  in  that  speech  the  noMe 
Lord  had  made  a  statement  ^^^^j^^ 
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could  not  permit  to  pass  undiaUenged. 
The  noble  Lord  said  diat  the  ohief  cause 
of  the  evila  of  Ireland  vaa  tiie  land 
tenure,  and  that  leases  were  leas  common 
in  Ireland  than  in  England.  The  noble 
Lord  was  wrong  when  he  laid  it  down 
almost  as  a  problem  that  the  absenoe  of 
leases  was  one  of  the  canses  of  Ireland's 
want  of  prosperity.  He  wanted  to  know  the 
authority  for  that  statement — he  wanted 
to  know  if  there  was  any  county  in  Eng- 
land in  undoubted  prosperity  on  account 
of  long  leases,  and  another  which  was  not 
prosperous  for  lack  of  them.  It  was  easy 
enough  to  make  statements,  but  he  (Sir 
HerreyBmce)  wanted  to  have  it  shown  Uiat 
the  quesUon  of  leases  affected  prosperity  in 
any  case.  It  was  said  that  the  ^fference 
between  Ulster  and  the  south  of  Ireland 
was  the  diffisrenoe  of  tenant-right  and  no 
tenant-right.  Smne  hon.  Ctentlemen  ap- 
peared to  have  extraordinary  ideas  of 
tenant-right.  They  thought  that  by  it 
the  landlord  had  to  g^ve  money  to  the  out* 
going  tenant  for  bnildinga  or  improTe- 
ments  carried  out  at  the  expense  of  the 
tenant.  It  was,  however,  no  such  thing. 
The  man  who  improTed  his  land  was  quite 
as  anxious  to  stay  with  his  landlord  as  the 
landlord  was  to  keep  him.  It  was  the 
man  who  wasted  the  land  so  that  ho  could 
no  longer  live  on  it  who  wanted  tenant- 
right  enactment.  In  the  part  of  the 
country  where  he  lived  it  prevailed  to  a 
great  extent,  and  he  knew  that  this  was 
the  fact.  It  had  also  been  said  that 
tenant-rig^t  exceeded  the  fee-simple  with- 
out even  a  sorap  of  a  lease;  but  that  was 
never  the  case,  although  some  landlords 
allowed  their  tenants  to  sell  their  rights 
to  anybody  who  liked  to  buy  them.  He 
did  not  wish  to  run  down  tenant-right, 
but  he  believed  that  that  had  nothing  to 
do  either  with  prosperity  or  the  lack  of  it. 
In  1846  and  1 847^  when  Ireland  was  so  dis- 
tressed and  every  one  was  getting  money  to 
drain  their  land,  he  (Sir  HerveyBrnce)  did 
the  same,  and  began  to  drain.  The  tenants 
were  all  against  it,  but  they  had  no  leases, 
and  he  said  it  must  be  done.  It  was  done, 
and  the  tenants  very  soon  saw  that  it  was 
to  their  benefit  as  undoubtedly  as  if  they 
had  the  longest  and  best  of  leases.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Galway  (Mr.  Gregory) 
like  a  modern  Atlas,  only  less  ambitious, 
would  move  Ireland  a  little  further  south  ; 
that  perhaps  would  ripen  the  crops  and 
fruits  a  little  sooner,  but  he  doubted 
whether  they  would  not  then  lose  "  the 
right  to  be  called  the  Emerald  Tsle."  He 
Sir  Servey  Sruce 


was  glad,  however,  to  find  that  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  this  morning  corrected  the 
report  of  hia  apee^  in  Zm  Times  that  if 
a  foreign  foe  landed  on  our  ahorea  the 
Roman  Gatbolie  Prelates  would  not  be 
loyal  to  their  Queen  and  country.  He  had 
heard  that  observation  fall  from  s  Gentle- 
man representing  essentially  a  Roman 
Catholic  oounty  with  great  regret,  and 
he  was  very  glad  to  see  that  he  had  now 
amended  his  speech.  He  had  heard  the 
observations  which  fell  from  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Bungarvan  (Mr. 
Maguire)  with  deep  regret  A  Gen- 
tleman so  well  known  for  his  philan- 
thropic vieWs  must  on  calmer  reflection 
feel  that,  however  eloquent  his  observa- 
tions, they  would  not  lead  philosophto 
minds  to  consider  what  was  best  for  the 
regenwation  of  his  country  and  her  resto- 
ration to  that  poution  to  which  the  in- 
dustry, intelligence,  and  loyalty  oi  the 
mass  of  her  peoide  so  justly  entitled  her. 

Sib  0E0BG£  GBEY:  Sir,  I  have 
listened  to  this  debate  with  tiiat  interest 
and  attention  which  I  think  it  demands, 
as  deeply  affecting  the  welfare  and  happi- 
ness of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  Although  it  has  lasted  for  a 
considerable  time,  I  do  not  think  that 
time  has  been  thrown  away.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  who  moved  the 
Amendment  on  the  Motion  for  going  into 
a  Committee  of  Supply — although  I  differ 
from  him  in  some  of  the  opinions  he  ex- 
pressed and  the  remedies  he  suggested  for 
the  present  condition  of  Ireland — intro' 
duced  the  subject  in  an  able  and  tempe- 
rate speech,  of  which  no  one  has  a  right 
to  complain,  and  the  debate  haa  been  con- 
ducted for  the  most  part  in  the  lame  spirit ; 
and  whatever  may  be  the  immediate  ranit 
of  the  Motion— whether  or  not  it  be  preaaed 
to  a  divirion — the  debate  cannot  fiul  to  have 
a  beneficial  influence,  having  elicited,  as  I 
think,  facte  of  great  importenoe  with  re- 
gard to  the  actual  condition  of  Ireland, 
and  the  causes  of  that  condition,  from  men 
of  weight  and  authority  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  that  countiy,  opinions  which 
cannot  foil  to  lead  the  inhabitante  to  look 
for  a  remedy  for  the  evils  we  all  deplore, 
not  so  much  to  the  Government  and  Par- 
liament as  to  their  united  energies,  and 
their  own  resources.  I  say,  "  evils  we  all 
deplore,"  because,  without  entering  into 
minute  criticism  on  the  state  of  Ireland, 
without  questioning  the  accuracy  ckT  the 
description  of  her  miseries,  or  stopping  to 
dwell  on  the  hopeful  signs,  of  iinwt>Te- 
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ment  Tinble  in  many  directions,  there  is 
quite  enough,  every  one  must  admit,  to 
excite  the  STmpathy  whioh  will  be  readily 
accorded.  But  not  only  will  this  subject 
tend  to  excite  feelings  of  sympathy,  the 
motlTC  even  of  self-interest  would  induce 
us  to  look  at  it  with  deep  attention  and  a 
desire  to  apply  any  remedy  we  could  devise 
to  the  evils  we  deplore  ;  for  the  interests 
of  Ireland  cannot  poasibly  be  severed  from 
ftose  of  the  whole  Empire.  Ireland  rich, 
prosperoDS,  and  contented,  must  add  im- 
mensely to  the  greatuess  and  strength 
of  the  Empire ;  whereas  Ireland  poor, 
distressed,  and  disoontented,  mnst  essen- 
tially detract  firom  onr  greatness  and 
8tre^:th.  It  is  therefbre  the  interest  of  ns 
all,  u  we  had  no  other  cause,  to  examine 
clceeh^  the  state  of  bdand,  and  see 
whether  it  be  in  the  power  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  or  of  Parliament  to  apply  any  per- 
manent and  efficient  remedy  to  evils 
under  which  she  is  allied  to  suffer. 
Now,  wi^h  regard  to  the  state  of  the 
country,  such  very  different  statements 
have  been  made,  that  it  is  difficult,  if 
we  view  them  superficially,  not  to  con- 
clude that  many  of  them  must  be  wrong. 
But  in  reality  they  are  by  no  means  in- 
consistent  with  each  other.  Just  as  in  the 
case  of  England,  there  are  counties  where 
industry  has  been  paralyzed,  or  the  har- 
vests have  failed,  and  yet  the  general 
oottdition  of  the  country  is  satisfactory; 
to,  speaking  of  Ireland,  statements  have 
been  made  strictiy  true,  and  based  on 
personal  observation  as  to  the  prevalence 
of  great  destitution  and  distress  in  some 
disbiots,  while  there  were  other  parts  of 
the  country,  as  described  by  tiie  hon.  and 
leaned  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Belfast 
(Sir  Hugh  Cairns)  in  glowing  terms,  en- 
jo^ng  prosperity  and  abounding  in  indus- 
trial occupation.  StUl,  I  say,  there  is  quite 
enough  in  the  state  of  the  country  for  us 
seriously  to  deplore,  and  induce  us  from 
every  motive  of  humanity,  sympathy,  and 
self-interest  to  apply  a  remedy,  if  a  re- 
medy can  be  devised.  I  think  a  great 
deal  of  light  has  been  thrown  on  the 
causes  of  the  distress  in  Ireland  by 
this  debate.  It  was  admitted  even  ^  the 
hon.  and  learned  Uember  for  the  !l£ng's 
County,  that  a  good  deal  of  the  distress 
in  Ireland  was  occasioned  by  circum- 
stances altogether  beyond  the  reach  of 
Parliament.  He  stated  that  much  of  it 
anee  firom  the  physical  geography  and  con- 
figoration  of  the  country,  whion  placed  it  at 
a  disadvantage  as  compared  witn  England 
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and  Scotland.  The  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber also  spoke  of  dimate,  and  hon.  Gentie- 
men  on  both  sides  of  the  House  confirmed 
what  he  said — namely,  that  the  climate 
of  Ireland  was  unsmted  for  cereal  crops, 
and  that  it  was  important  for  the  perma- 
nent welfare  of  the  country  that  its  staple 
produce  should  not  be  crops  of  grain,  but 
that  it  ought  rathw  to  be  a  pastoral  and 
grazing  country.  It  was  quite  dear  tiiat 
in  effecting  this  change  there  must  be  a 
great  displacement  of  labour,  and  there  was 
always  distress  wherever  that  took  place, 
wheuier  it  was  in  Ireland  or  Englwd.  The 
hon.  and  learned  GenUemon  in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  speech  referred  to  tiie  want  of 
nninnmity  in  legislation  as  one  of  the 
evils  afieoting  Ireland.  No  doabt  a  great 
many  Acts  had  been  passed  rinoe  the 
TTnion  applicaUe  only  .to  Ireland,  and 
there  is  a  dissimilarity  still  between  many 
Acts  of  Parliament  applicable  to  Ireland 
and  those  applying  to  the  rest  of  the 
kingdom.  But  I  may  remind  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentieman  that  of  late  years 
the  tendency  of  legislation  has  been  to 
assimilate  as  far  as  possible  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  two  countries.  There  are  oir^ 
cumstances,  however,  which  render  it  im- 
possible to  apply  in  all  cases  the  same 
principles  and  details  of  measures  to  each 
part  of  the  United  Eii^^m.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  was  rather  unfortunate 
in  the  illustration  he  seleoted,  when  he 
referred  to  the  Poor  Law  BiU  proposed  the 
other  night  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
President  of  the  Poor  Iaw  Board.  He 
said  that  Bill,  which  was  received  with 
genwal  approval,  was  one  of  great  im- 
portance, but  it  applied  to  £ngIan^d  alcme ; 
thereby  implying  that  Ireluid  had  to 
oomplun  tlut  the  measure  did  not  appl^ 
to  tbat  part  of  the  country.  But  if 
it  did  not  apply  to  Ireland  neither  did  it 
apply  to  Scotland,  because  the  circum- 
stances of  those  two  countries  were  very 
different  from  England  as  regards  Poor 
Law  administration.  Its  object  was  to  miti- 
gate the  evils  of  the  law  of  setUement,  and 
to  enlai^e  the  area  within  which  labour 
might  circulate ;  but  if  applied  to  Ireland, 
it  would  have  introduced  into  tiiat  coun- 
try for  the  first  time  the  law  of  settie- 
ment,  and  some  of  those  resMotions  whioh 
in  England  we  are  gradually  getting  rid  ot 
That  is  an  instance  in  whidi  identity  of 
legislation  is  impossible.  But  while  the 
hoc.  and  learned  Gentieman  was  com- 
plaining of  the  want  of  uniformity  of 
kg^ation,  he  himsd^  in  the-yay  nest 
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tweatti,  pwpoeed  iperaal  legjdstion  fbr 
Inland  wh^  woold  not  be  tolerated  fw 
England.  He  asked  for  a  law  hy  which 
a  tenant  may  make  improTements  without 
the  consent  and  against  the  wiahea  of 
his  landlord,  and  draiand,  on  giving  np 
the  holding,  compensation  for  those  im- 
prorementa.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  law 
which  would  give  a  tenant  snoh  a  claim 
in  England.  Bnt  that  is  what  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  as 
to  land  tenure  amounted  to.  The  diffo- 
renoes  which  exist  are  caused  not  by  want 
of  unifmnmity  in  the  laws,  so  mudt  as  by 
want  of  uniformity  ui  the  pradaoea  and  h^ 
bits  of  the  people.  'What  is  the  case  in 
England  in  r^;ard  to  improrements  ?  The 
tenant  will  not  take  a  Cam  if  the  fanildiogs 
an  not  put  into  good  tenantable  oonditiou. 
If  the  tenant  nfterwazda  wants  other 
bnildini^  he  applies  to  tiie  londlnd  or  his 
agea^  and  if  his  demand  is  teanmable 
thCT'  are  made  at  the  expense  of  tlie  land- 
Ind,  the  tenant  paying  an  increased  rent 
hy  way  of  interest  on  the  sum  expended. 
The  same  is  done  with  rq;ard  to  drainage 
— enormous  sums  have  been  laid  out  at  the 
expense  of  the  landlord  beoause  they  add  a 
pOTmanent  value  to  his  estate;  but  the 
tenant  pays  interest  in  addition  to  his 
rent,  in  return  for  the  profit  he  derives 
during  his  occupation  from  the  improve- 
ments.  All  these  things  are  matters  of 
agreement  between  landlord  and  tenant, 
and  I  cannot  see  what  theie  is  to  pre- 
vent similar  agreements  bang  made  in 
Ireland,  or  what  law  is  required  or  could 
be  benefidal  whioh  should  supersede  mu- 
tual ammgements  of  that  kind,  and  plaoe 
everybody  under  the  oonstrmnt  of  an  un- 
varyingnile.  In  Kigland  no sooh principle 
would  be  tolerated  for  a  moment,  and  the 
hon.  and  launed  Genflenum  in  advocating 
its  adf^tion  f<ff  Irdand  asks  ns  to  do  the 
Tsry  thing  he  omdemns— to  make  an  essen- 
tial difference  by  law  on  a  most  important 
subject  between  England  and  Ireland.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentieman  has  spoken  of 
the  decrease  of  population  in  Ireland,  and 
desires  a  remedy  for  it.  He  did  not  ven- 
ture to  charge  the  Govwnment  with  being 
the  cause  of  Uiat  depopulation.  I  have 
littie  to  say  in  addition  to  what  has  already 
been  said  on  the  subject ;  bnt  as  it  is  ex- 
pressly referred  to  in  the  Besolution  the 
matter  must  be  looked  at  in  all  its 
bearings.  I  entirely  agree  with  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Belfiut  (Sir 
Hugh  Cairns),  and  my  right  hon.  Friend 
Aim  Ifomber  for  Calne  (ICr.  IiOwe)i  in  de- 
8ir  Qmtrgi  Qrejf 


ploring  that  the  Qumnutaoees  of  Ireland 
should  be  sudi  as  to  induoe  a  la^  portion, 
and,  in  some  respects,  the  beet  portion,  of 
the  population  to  leave  thecotrntry;  bnt 
before  we  endeavour  to  check  that  emigrar 
tion  we  must  inquire  whether  it  is  alto- 
gether an  unmixed  evil.  It  is  obvious 
that  emigration  is  governed  by  the  ordi- 
nary laws  of  nature  and  the  motives  whioh 
inflnenoe  human  actions.  If  a  labouring 
man  finds  that  he  cannot  make  more 
than  I«,  a  day  in  Ireland,  but  that  at  the 
expense  of  a  few  shillings  he  can  trans- 
port himself  and  his  fiunify  to  Liverpotd 
or  Olasgow,  where  he  «m  earn  Si., 
or  even  more  per  day — can  you  wonder 
t^at  he  should  resort  to  so  simple  a 
means  of  improving  his  otmdition  ?  Vonld 
it  be  right  to  prevent  him  ?  Wdl,  tin 
aame  remaric  arolies  to  the  Vnitsd  Statea. 
Cironmstanoes  have  lately  caused  an  un- 
natural rise  of  wages  in  the  States.  Facili- 
ties  of  intercourse  are  now  very  great,  and 
at  the  cost  of  a  few  pounds  i^man  can 
convey  himself  and  family  to  America, 
where  wages  are  four  or  five  times  as  high 
as  in  Liverpool  or  Glasgow.  Is  it  for  his 
benefit  that  he  should  stop  in  Ireland? 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  tells  us 
we  ought  to  follow  tlie  example  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  whioh  raises  the  rate  of 
discount  in  order  fo  chedc  a  drain  of  gold 
from  this  country.  Does  he  mean  to  eay 
that  the  Government  should  raise  the  oost 
of  conveyance  between  Ireland  and  Soot- 
land  and  England,  or  between  Irdand  and 
Am»ioa,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Irish 
people  from  doing  what  is  for  their  ad- 
vantage and  seeking  higher  wages?  I 
gather  from  the  debiUe  that  although  the 
House  regrets  that  any  necessity  should 
exist  fax  a  large  portion  <tf  the  Irish  pec^Ie 
quitting  thmr  oonntry,  it  is  not  prepared 
to  express  that  the  emigration  imder  the 
cironmstanoea  is  an  unmixed  eviL  The  se* 
eond  partof  the  hon.Oentlanan'sBeeolntion 
pledges  the  House  to  support  the  Govern- 
ment in  any  well-devised  plan  for  provid- 
ing remunerative  employment  for  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland,  in  order,  I  presume,  to 
induoe  them  to  stay  at  home.  I  believe 
all  desire  for  free  grants  of  publio  money 
for  this  porpose,  with  one  sli^t  exoeption, 
has  bera  disavowed.  The  idea  seems  to 
be  that  advanoes  should  be  made  from  the 
public  Treasury  to  the  landlords  for  the  im- 
provement of  their  eetates,  and  fbr  the  em- 
ployment in  that  way  of  the  people.  That 
plan  would  be  free  frmn  the  olgeotion 
ai^lioatde  te      Goremment  nndertakiag 
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large  paUio  mnta  naclsr  thdr  own  man^e- 
menti  aa  we  were  oompelled  to  do  dnriDg 
the  famine,  but  wliioh  our  experience  then 
^Duld  deter  ua  from  doing  again,  except 
under  rery  prMaiag  and  special  drcum- 
itancet.  But  if  adranoes  were  made  to 
the  landlords,  Uie  Government  would,  to 
aooompUsh  the  objeot  in  view,  hare  to 
enforce  a  fixed  rate  of  wages.  XTnless  that 
is  done  the  object  will  not  be  obtained.  If 
you  do  not  give  more  than  the  ordinary 
rate  of  pay,  labourers  will  still  go  to 
the  quarter  where  the  remuneration  is 
hig^.  If,  on  tiie  othw  hand,  you  do 
give  higher  pay  yon  diiplaoe  labour  in 
every  oUiw  part  of  the  country,  and  draw 
it  away  from  many  ooonpationR  where  it 
is  being  paid  for  at  tiie  ordinary  market 
rate.  Ifo  sptem  of  that  kind  can  cure 
the  evils  of  Ireland,  It  may  be  a  pallia- 
Uve,  it  ma^  mitigate  the  sitflbringa  of  a 
partioular  time  or  j^laoe,  and  as  a  tempo- 
rary measur*  it  nu^f  if  a  oarefnlly  prepared 
plan  were  laid  before  Parliament  be  enter- 
tained ;  but  it  is  very  important  that  we 
should  guard  agunst  any  scheme  which  is 
sure  to  produoe  a  reaotim  and  aggravate 
the  voy  evils  we  desire  to  cure.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
I  venture  to  think,  have  not  dealt  ^uite 
fairly  with  the  Government  on  this  subject. 
The  Ghanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  laid  down 
certain  principles  as  applicable  to  grants  of 
public  money,  which  no  Goveniment  ought 
to  lose  sight  and  of  which  I  hope  this 
House  will  never  lose  sight.  £ut  my  right 
hon.  Friend  went  on  to  say  what  has 
been  totally  overloc^ed  except  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Dublin  Uiuversity 
(ICr.  Lefroy)  —  that  these  prindplM  did 
not  preclude  our  entertaining  any  reason- 
able propodtiai  for  tempwary  reUef.  On 
the  oontrary,  the  right  hon.  Oentlsman 
■aid  with  r^ard  to  Shannon,  for  in- 
atanee— "PMve  yoor  oaae;  show  that  the 
banks  of  the  nver  hare  been  injured 
through  the  non-ftUfllment  of  an  obligation 
undertake  by  the  Govemmoit,  and  we ; 
admit  your  principle  and  will  consider 
your  claim,"  If  tempwary  relief  for 
local  dia^ess  is  to  be  given,  said  my 
right  hon.  Friend,  the  Government  is 
of  opiniea  that  advanees  on  security  suffi- 
cient to  insure  repaymuit  form  the  best 
mode  in  whidi  relwf  can  be  afEbrded.  He 
added  that  the  Qovonment  was  not  un- 
prepared, if  a  suffioient  case  were  made 
ont,  even  to  depart  from  the  nsnal  rule  as 
to  interest,  and  to  fiimish  nunuj,  whidi 
vonld  cockle  laadlnds  to  gire  employ- 


ment to  the  people  at  a  low  rate  of 
interest  After  that  the  noUe  Lord  tiu 
Member  for  Stamford  (Lord  Bobnt  Cecil) 
was  not  justified  in  Uie  tannts  he  oast  upon 
my  right  hon.  Friend  on  account  of  the 
harshnesp  of  his  [Hrinoiples.  Of  course 
my  right  hon.  Friend,  could  not  encourage 
applications  for  grants  of  money — it  would 
have  been  wrong  for  him  or  any  Miuiater 
to  do  so ;  but  he  said  that  if  good  grounds 
were  shown  for  advaooas  of  money  by 
way  of  loan,  there  was  no  indisposition  on 
the  part  of  tiie  Government  to  examine 
the  subject  carefully.  The  noble  Lord 
advocated  grants  of  money  to  Ireland  on 
the  ground  cS.  the  description  of  her  con- 
dition givui  by  Hr.  Pitt  in  a  speech  made 
eighty  yeus  ago,  speaking  of  a  system 
which  evw  thai  lu  said  was  exploded; 
bat  aa  that  system  applied  to  Uie  co- 
loniea  aa  well  as  to  Irelandi  the  prinr 
ciple  <tf  a  gimnt  would  ivpiy  equally  to 
the  ookmiea.  I  oannot  that  st^ea- 
manship.  It  is  only  pandering  to  publie 
rapectati(m  in  a  wa^  that  must  lead  to 
mischief  and  disappointment.  No  House 
of  Commons,  I  am  satisfied,  would  tolerate 
the  application  of  eooh  a  principle  to 
Ireland  or  the  colonies,  or  permit  the 
reckless  expenditure  of  public  money 
from  which  no  permanent  remedy  is  to 
be  seeored.  For  permanent  improvement 
of  Ireland,  I  think  the  present  debato  has 
proved  that  the  Irish  ought  to  look  to 
themselves.  They  must  rely  upon  their 
own  exertions  and  resources  rather  than — • 
as  they  are  too  apt  to  do  exdnsively 
upon  tiie  Government  and  Parliament  to 
assist  them  in  dealing  with  oironmstanoea 
which  have  uiaen  not  from  any  acUw  on 
the  part  of  the  Govemmmt,  but  firom 
causes  over  whieh  neither  Government  nor 
Parliamwt  have  any  control.  I  do  not 
adopt  the  tone  or  laiiguage  of  the  htm.  and 
learned  Member  for  8heffidd(lCr.Boebaek), 
but  his  speeches  are  always  worth  listening 
to,  and  in  the  condosion  of  his  speeeh  on 
this  occasion  there  was  muoh  wholesome 
advice  to  the  Irish  people.  For  my  own 
part,  I  can  only  say  that  if  the  Iridi,  in- 
stead of  allowing  tiieir  religious  animosi- 
ties  to  sever  t^uoi  from  one  another,  were 
to  nnito  for  tiie  common  good  of  their 
country,  to  acoommodato  themselves  to 
oicounutaoces  instead  of  striving  against 
nature,  to  avail  themselves  of  all  Uieir  own 
resonroes,  and  then  oome  to  Perliameot  or 
the  Government  with  any  reasonable  claim 
for  assistance,  I  feel  assured  they  would 
find  ndther  Cadiament  nw  Qorem- 
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ment  di^Mued  to  r^eot  their  dainu  with- 
out &Toiira,ble  oonaidenttion. 

8iB  STATTORD  NORTHCOTE  said, 
he  thought  the  hon.  and  learned  Uember 
for  the  £ing*8  County  might  be  congratu- 
lated, in  the  first  place,  on  the  tone  and 
temper  with  vhich  he  had  introduced  to 
the  notice  of  the  House,  an  important  sub- 
ject; and,  in  the  next  place,  npon  the 
effect  whioh  the  debate  seemed  to  have 
produced.  Whatever  might  be  the  imme- 
diate result  of  the  discuasion,  his  hon. 
Friend  would,  he  thought,  be  entitled  to 
take  credit  to  himself  for  having  performed 
an  important  service  to  his  country.  In 
some  of  the  criticisms  to  whidi  hu  Kotion 
had  been  sn^eoted,  be  was  not  disposed 
to  cmcnr.  Ha  ooiUd  not,  for  instoace, 
agree  with  the  rig^t  hon.  QenUflman  who 
had  jost  spoken  (Sir  Geo^  (3frej)  that 
the  question,  whether  the  emigration  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  aoross  tiie  Atlantic 
was  to  be  viewed  witti  regret,  depended 
wholly  upon  the  circumstance  of  their  being 
better  or  worse  for  the  change.  There 
were  other  considerations  to  be  taken  into 
account,  beyond  the  mere  consequence  to 
the  individuals  who  left  their  native 
shores.  It  was,  no  doubt,  a  pleamng  re- 
flection to  thii^  that  there  was  a  large 
number  of  our  fdlow-countrymen  who, 
having  been  in  a  state  of  great  misery  and 
distress  at  home,  were  now  placed  in  a 
position  of  comparative  comfort.  But 
the  question  was  not  only  individual 
but  national ;  and  we  must  not  look 
only  to  the  condition  of  those  who  were 
gone,  bot  to  that  also  of  those  who  re- 
mained behind.  We  must  look  not  only 
to  physical,  but  to  moral  oonsidentions, 
■ad  taking  that  view  of  the  sol^eo^  ask 
ourselves  whether  England  and  Ireland 
have  beoi  suoh  gainers  by  the  emigration 
firam  the  latter,  as  anne  hon.  Gentlemen 
seem  indined  to  bdien.  He  assented 
to  the  pn^Mwition  that  those  who  attained 
better  wages  in  England  and  America, 
were  benefited  by  the  change,  but 
be  did  not  admit  that  they  necessarily 
benefited  those  whom  they  left  behind 
them.  The  right  hon.  Gentieman  the 
Member  for  Calne  (Ur.  Lowe)  in  bis  ez- 
tr«nely  able  and  very  instructive  speech, 
seemed  to  take  it  for  granted  that  mat  of 
whioh  Ireland  chiefly  stood  in  need,  was  to 
be  relieved  of  her  surplus  population,  and 
that  the  greater  the  number  of  those  whom 
she  was  unable  to  support  left  her  shores, 
the  better  was  it  for  those  who  stayed, 
iaaimnoh  as  wages  would  th»  be  diatri- 

8vr  Qwrge  Qr«^ 


bttted  ovOT  a  smaller  number,  and  each 
person  as  a  consequence,  would  get  a 
larger  amount.  Kow,  he  did  not  know 
whether  hon.  Uembers  had  looked  over 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Irish  Tax- 
ation which  sat  last  Session ;  but  if  they 
had  not  done  so,  he  could  assure  them 
that  in  it,  amid  much  that  was  technical 
and  uninviting,  relating  to  the  accounts 
between  the  two  countries,  they  would 
also  find  much  that  was  extremely  valu- 
able ;  and  he  would  direct  their  attention 
especially  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Edward 
Senior,  who  vas  an  Englishman,  who  had 
resided  in  Ireland  in  an  official  capacity 
for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  who  was 
the  head  of  the  Poor  Iaw  Department  in 
that  anmtrjf ,  and  who  spoke  very  fbUy  ■> 
to  its  oonditim.  Mr.  Suiiw  was  asked  ia 
refermoe  to  emigraticai  thefidlowingquea- 
tion: — 

"  Do  you  think  emifntioD  Ins  bad  any  eSboi 
upon  the  proBperity  ve  ottmirise  of  Ivdand  t  ** 

His  answer  was :  — 

"  I  think  it  tends  to  ftaUttate  xdtinutelr  a  bet- 
ter t7stem  of  agrionltore ;  it  tends  to  benefit 
nltimatelf  the  labouring  cU—ea  who  iwuub; 
bat  I  have  no  doubt  that  ita  immediate  aetion  is 
an&Tourable ;  ita  immediate  action  most  ba  to 
throw  the  snpport  of  the  aged  and  infim  upon 
the  poorer  and  a  smaller  olaas  of  the  oommnnitf . 
The  large  amount  taken  by  emigrants,  to  that 
extent  diminishes  the  oaptal  of  the  oonntr]r. 
If  the  emigration  eonsisted  entirely  of  the  poor 
it  might  be  beneficial,  but  it  is,  to  a  oertun  ez- 
tent,  at  present  a  oai^taUst  nnlgratiMi.  Sooear^ 
as  I  OBO  oalonlate  it,  the  amount  of  annual  Iocs 
from  emigntion  at  this  moment  eannot  ba  mneh 
less  than  three  qaarten  of  a  million." 

Mr.  Senior  went  on  to  show  that  be  ar- 
rived at  that  result  by  taking  the  amount 
of  mon^  which  the  emigruts  carried 
with  than,  including  their  passage-money 
and  cost  of  outfit,  and  then  dedmSng  from 
it  the  amount  of  the  remittanoea  whii^ 
they  afterwards  sent  back  to  Lrnland. 
Kow,  it  appeared  to  be  the  opinion  of 
those  who  had  most  oarefhlly  studied  the 
question,  that  one  of  the  causes  of  the 
distress  which  prevailed  in  Ireland  was 
the  want  of  capital  to  develope  her  re- 
sources, and  it  might  therefore,  he  thought, 
very  fairly  be  argued  that  the  emigration 
of  small  capitalists  might  be  to  her  a 
source  of  injury  instead  of  an  unmixed 
benefit.  But  there  was  anotiier  considera- 
tion which  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  in 
considering  the  question  of  emigration, 
and  to  which  the  right  hon.  Monber  iiur 
Calne  had  briefly  alluded,  whoi  he  said 
that  whatenr  view  we  mi^t  take  of  emi- 
gration, when  it  waagiadrnd^we  oonldaot 
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shut  oar  eyes  to  the  misery  whicli  was 
ocoamoned  by  the  sadden  and  violent 
diaplaoement  of  a  large  maas  of  human 
beings.  When,  moreover,  the  emigration 
was  in  character  not  bo  much  a  movement 
of  attraction  as  of  repulsion,  not  so  much 
the  result  of  the  project  of  great  advan- 
tagea  to  be  obtained  elsewhere,  as  of  the 
oonscioaBneu  that  a  livelihood  could  not  be 
secured  at  home,  it  was  impossible  not  to 
feel  that  it  was  calculated  to  produce  great 
fluffering.  Then  there  were  the  moral  and 
politioal  features  of  the  subject,  and  he 
would  ask  hon.  Membera  with  what  aenti- 
menfa  peraons  leaving  their  native  land 
under  auch  oinntnutances  as  those  to  which 
he  referred  were  likely  to  regard  ttte  ooun- 
tiy  which  they  had  abandoned.  It  mi^ht 
be  quite  possible  that  some  philosophic 
histoiian,  looking  back  upon  ^eland  after 
tAie  lapse  of  years,  might  arrive  at  the 
conclusion  that  the  present  emigration  had 
done  her  much  good ;  bnt  we  could  not, 
while  the  process  was  taking''  place  before 
our  eyes,  look  upon  it  in  that  calm  philo- 
aopbio  spirit — we  could  not  shut  our  eyes 
to  the  misery  which  must  be  oecadoned  by 
the  sudden  and  violent  dispersion  of  great 
bodies  of  people ;  and  we  should  remem- 
ber that  the  emigrants  are  easily  led  to 
entertain  feelings  of  hostility  to  the  Go- 
vernment under  which  they  had  found  it 
necessary  to  abandon  their  early  homes. 
Were  wa  to  do  so  we  should  be  gnilt;^  of 
a  error.  We  might,  by  pursuing 
Hut  coone,  be  sowing  tiie  seeds  of  future 
we^en  to  thia  country,  and  that  con- 
rideration,  as  well  as  the  others  to  which 
he  had  adverted,  oi^t,  in  his  opinion, 
materially  to  colour  ttie  satisfaction  with 
which  some  hon.  Qentleroen  appeared  to 
view  the  progress  of  emigration  in  Ireland. 
Bnt  to  ^al  with  the  wh<de  qaestion  of 
the  condition  of  the  country  as  raised  by 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member,  he  must 
say  that  he  perceived  with  great  pleasure 
throughout  the  debate  the  prevalence  of  a 
better  tone  than  sometimes  characterized 
disonssions  on  that  subject,  although  even 
now  there  was  by  no  means  an  entire  ab- 
sence of  language  calculated  to  give  pain 
to  the  Irish  Members,  and,  what  was  of 
more  importance,  to  the  Irish  people,  who 
received  by  retail,  and,  perhaps,  not  always 
in  a  shape  likely  to  convey  the  most  fa- 
vourable impression,  the  report  of  what 
was  said  in  the  House.  In  his  own  opi- 
um t^e  subject  was  one  which  Parliament 
oonld  hardly  be  said  to  approach  with  clean 
hands.  It  mighty  indrad,  be  contended. 


as  it  had  been  by  the  hon,  and  learned 
Member  for  Sheffield  (Mr.  Koebuck),  that 
Ireland  had  of  late  years  been  extremely 
well-governed ;  bat  it  was,  nevertheless, 
an  undoubted  fact  that,  in  years  gone  by, 
the  legislation  and  policy  of  England  to- 
wards her  was  of  a  character  materially 
to  injure  her,  and  to  render  her  much  less 
able  to  bear  the  burdens  at  present  im- 
posed upon  her.  When,  therefore,  hon. 
Members  apoke  of  England  having  burdens 
to  bear  as  well  as  Ireland,  they  must  not 
forget  that  the  two  countries  were  like 
two  bodies,  one  of  which  had  been  de- 
prived of  a  limb,  and  which,  as  a  conse- 
quence, ought  not  to  be  supposed  capable 
of  supporting  as  great  a  weight  as  Qie 
ot^er.  Thus  Ireland  having  been  crippled 
by  tiie  action  of  fiigland  in  fbrmw  times, 
we  ought  to  i^proaoh  the  question  of  her 
condition  in  a  spirit  of  tenderness  and 
sympathy  towards  her,  and  to  endeavour 
to  aid  her  as  far  as  possible  in  her  distress, 
without  chai^ng  her  with  assuming  a  whin- 
ing tone.  It  was,  of  course,  impossible  for 
us,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentieman  the  Member 
for  Calne  had  said,  to  bid  against  the  la- 
bour market  in  America  wil£  the  view  of 
keeping  the  Irish  people  at  home ;  bnt 
then,  if  anything  could  be  done  to  check 
the  tide  of  emigration — not  by  raising  the 
passage  money,  because  any  attempt  of 
that  Und  would  do  more  harm  than  good 
— but  1^  making  the  condition  of  the 
Irish  labourer  ao  comfortable  at  home  that 
he  would  have  no  desire  to  emigrate,  we 
should,  in  his  iminion,  not  only  be  adding 
to  the  wealth  and  strength  of  the  Empire, 
but  doing  that  whidi  was  right  as  well  as 
potitio  adopting  such  a  course.  It 
would  be  well,  he  might  add,  to  bear  in 
mind  that  the  tide  of  emigration,  which 
had,  during  the  last  twenty-five  years,  so 
reduced  the  population  of  Ireland,  had 
also,  to  some  extent,  simultaneouely  pre- 
vailed in  England,  whose  population  had 
notwithstanding,  during  the  same  period, 
increased  instead  of  diminished.  Twenty 
years  ago  great  distress  existed  in  Eng- 
land, and  it  was  the  opinion  of  many  per- 
sons that  the  country  was  overcrowded, 
and  that  to  emigration  she  must  look  to 
be  relieved  from  her  surplus  popnlation, 
which,  according  to  the  Census  of  1641, 
was,  he  found,  about  16,000,000.  Twenty 
years  later,  in  1861,  the  population  (n 
England  andWaleah^  risen  to  20,000,000, 
and  although  at  tiie  former  period  it  was 
said  that  ^g^and  was  over-populated,  and 
that  it  was  neoeasary  foribo  teaming  mil? 
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ll<»u  to  seek  anploymeDt  for  thdr  labour 
on  other  thores,  jet  those  eomplaints  liad 
now  oeaaed  and  the  conntrj  haa  passed  to 
B  state  of  great  prosperit}'.  The  popula- 
tion of  England  had  augmented  during 
those  years  by  25  or  26  per  oent  The 
population  in  Ireland  meanwhile  had  do* 
creased  at  the  rate  of  over  30  per  oent., 
and  emigration  was  still  going  on,  yet  the 
people  had  been  reduced  to  a  state  of  great 
misery.  These  were  facts  over  which  the 
Irish  people  would  natnrally  meditate, 
asking  to  what  extent  their  condition  of 
oomparatiTe  snflbring  would  go,  and  why 
fhrir  land  should  stul  be  orer  populated, 
and  their  countrymen  flyiog  from  its 
shores.  If  they  asked  hon.  Gentlemen 
oroosite  to  what  the  impiored  condition 
M  affidrs  in  England  was  owing,  they 
vonld  get  a  shwt  and  na^  answer. 
Th^  would  be  told,  '*  In  fiigland  we 
hsTfi  porsned  a  course  of  benddal  im- 
provements ;  our  l^jslafion  has  been 
founded  on  the  wisest  possible  principles  ; 
we  hare  reduced  taxation  on  t£e  raw  ma- 
terials of  mannfeoture;  we  hare  increased 
commerce ;  we  have  done  away  with  pro- 
tection ;  and  we  have  given  an  enormous 
development  to  trade."  He  would  make 
no  objection  to  that  statement.  The  Irish 
people,  however,  wonid  be  struck  with 
this  laot,  that  these  measures,  though  of 
ultimate  advantage,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  to 
fhe  United  Kingdom,  had  all  proved 
largely  and  immediately  for  the  benefit  of 
England,  while  to  Ireland,  for  the  time,  at 
least,  they  had  been  productive  of  much 
loss  and  snffering.  In  these  transactions 
there  had  been  two  partners,  and  England, 
the  stronger  partner,  reaped  the  principal 
beoufit,  wlule  Ireland,  the  weaker  partner, 
reoeived  the  greater  portion  of  tiie  blows. 
He  was  not  arguing  in  the  sense  of  a  ^o- 
teotionis^  or  saying  a  word  against  free 
trade,  but  it  had  been  admitted,  even  on 
the  high  authority  at  the  right  hon. 
Oentieman  the  ICember  tat  Calne  tiiat  the 
[lopalation  of  Ireland  had  suffered  mate- 
rudly  from  the  repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws  and 
tiie  introduction  of  tne  trade.  He  did 
not  know  whether  hon.  Gfenllemen  had 
seen  a  vwy  interesting  paper  by  Hr.  fienoe 
/ones,  an  English  gentieman,  which  was 
lately  repnUished  from  Tile  Gardener^ 
Chronicle,  giving  an  account  of  that  gen- 
tieman's  experience  in  Ireland.  It  was  a 
papor  which  he  (Sir  Stafford  Korthcote) 
earaeetiy  hoped  would  be  read  by  Gentio- 
men  who  felt  an  interest  in  the  condition 
of  Ifeland,  and  in  which  irare  to  be 
Sir  8taford  ffortiMU 


found  many  tldngs  that  appeared  to  have 
been  unknown  to  hm.  Hembers  who 
had  taken  part  in  that  debate.  It  showed, 
among  other  things,  how  by  a  liberal 
application  of  capital  and  skill  in  its 
direction  land  might  be  cultivated  witii 
profit  to  Jibe  owner  even  in  districts  the 
most  unfavourably  sitnated,  and  with  a 
marked  increase  in  the  comfort  and  con- 
tentment of  the  resident  population.  But 
his  special  object  in  now  referring  to  it 
was  to  call  attention  to  a  particokr  fea- 
ture in  tiie  present  condition  of  the  coun- 
try—the want  of  money.  Mr.  Jones  pointed 
out  what  a  wonderful  social  change  took 
plaoe  in  b^and  at  the  time  of  tiie  great 
potato  fomine,  and  illustrated  this  by 
reference  to  what  occnmd  in  the  neifj^ 
bonrhood  of  Skibbereen.  Before  that  time 
there  was  soaroely  any  need  for  money  in 
the  transaetions  befcwoen  tenant-formna 
and  their  labouma,  as  a  complete  tnuk 
system  prevailed.  Labouran  were  paid 
by  having  their  cabins  found  fx  tiiem, 
with  fuel,  potato  ground,  and  seed  to  plant 
it.  Oraaa  was  allowed  for  a  certain 
number  of  sheep,  the  wool  from  which 
was  woven  by  the  women  of  the  fomily, 
and  partiy  nude  up  into  olothee.  But 
when  the  potato  fomine  happened  the 
state  of  things  jnst  described  was  swept 
away,  and  everytiiing  dependiog  upon  the 
cultivation  of  tiie  potato  was  annihilated. 
A  demand  grew  up  for  that  which  did  not 
exist — namely,  money,  and  the  demand, 
aooording  to  itr.  Jones,  led  to  the  hreakuig 
up  of  an  immense  number  of  farm  estab- 
lishments. Labourers  having  no  longer 
the  potato  to  depend  uptm  were  obliged 
to  demand  money  from  their  empk^era, 
the  tenant-farmns,  who  bad  no  money  to 

S've.  It  was  only  by  the  employment  of 
r.  Jones's  capital,  and  by  the  patiaioe 
and  doll  with  which  he  oonteodra  agidnat 
difflcnities,  that  better  times  wen  brong^t 
round  in  Ms  district.  And  what  had  thoa 
taken  {daoe  at  Skibbereen  was  a  foir  illus- 
tration of  what  occurred  in  other  parta  of 
Ireland.  That  being  so,  hon.  Uembera 
from  Ireland  not  nnfoirlycome  forward 
and  say  to  England, — "  Inasmuch  as  this 
state  of  things  is  to  a  certain  extent  the 
result  of  yonr  legislation,  and  of  the  con- 
dition into  which  you  allowed  Ireland  to 
get  before  those  changes  took  place,  can- 
not you,  who  benefited  so  greatiy  by  those 
changes,  assist  us  to  what  we  so  urgentiy 
require  }"  Another  oUim  put  forward  by 
tile  people  of  Ireland  had  been  alluded  to 
l^  the  right  hxm.  GentIemuL.the  Hember 
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tor  Oahe  (Hr.  Lowe).  They  ai^:ued  that 
at  the  TOiy  moment  when  capital  was  of 
ntoh  vital  importance  to  them  it  was 
carried  away  by  an  inoreaae  of  taxation. 
The  light  hon.  Gentleman  and  he  could 
not  undaatand  tiie  oomplun^  hdding  that 
it  nude  no  difElsraioe  to  a  rieli  mm,  from 
vhom  a  oextain  portion  of  hia  "^AaUh  was 
takem,  wfaeUisr  lu  vas  Uving  at  the 
moment  in  Sngland  or  in  Ireland.  It  was 
qnite  tme  as  far  as  the  indiridiial  was 
conoemed,  tiiat  it  made  no  differeoee ;  bnt 
he  would  ask  hia  right  hon.  Friend  whether 
it  did  not  make  idl  the  difference  to  the 
country  in  whiidi  he  liTod,  where  the  por- 
tion of  hia  income  so  abstracted  would 
otherwise  hare  been  spent.  No  doubt  a 
rich  man  in  Ireland  was  indiridually  as 
veil  able  as  a  rich  man  in  England  to  pay  a 
tax  ;  bnt  the  result  of  subjecting  bun  to 
the  impost  wss  to  create  a  ikr  greater  de- 
fioienoy  in  the  cafdtal  available  for  the 
empkr^ant  of  labour  than  that  which  was 
creatM  in  a  richer  country  sudi  as  Eng- 
land.  In  such  a  case  as  Uiat  in  wbidi 
Hr.  Benoe  Jones  could  only  improve  his 
land  by  the  liberal  application  capital, 
did  not  the  removal  of  appreciable  ^rtiona 
of  l^t  oa^tal  toe  the  purposes  of  imperial 
ezpenditiue  inflict  a  blow,  under  what- 
ever name  it  mig^t  be  diegoiaed,  in  lessen- 
ing the  ftmd  a]q»Iioable  to  the  payment  of 
labonr.  Last  year's  B^Hni  of  the  Taxa- 
tion of  Ireland  Committee  made  it  dear 
that  within  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years 
the  taxation  of  the  whole  country,  but  es- 
pecially of  Ireland,  had  rapidly  increased ; 
and  withont  troubling  the  House  by 
raiding  the  paragraph  of  the  draft  Be- 
port  which  he  laid  before  the  Committee 
of  last  year,  he  might  state  that  the 
upshot  of  our  present  system  of  taxa- 
tion had  been  to  increase  the  taxation  of 
the  United  Kingdom  within  that  period 
something  like  20  per  cent,  and  they 
would  ^rther  find  that  whereaa  the 
taxation  of  England  had  increased  <mly 
17  per  oentf  tiiat  of  Ireland  had  inonased 
no  leas  than  fi2  pet  osnt  between  the  years 
1861  and  1861.  llus  dis^portion  had 
been  bronght  about  by  laying  npon  Ire- 
land the  burden  (tf  the  income  tax  and  by 
heavily  increasrag  tiie  spirit  duties,  making 
use  at  the  same  time  of  tiiese  ^o  great 
engines  of  taxation  to  relieve  the  United 
Singdom,  bnt  more  especially  England,  of 
particular  fiscal  impositions.  He  was  not 
prepared  to  challenge  the  eoorse  pursued 
by  Parliament  either  in  respect  of  the 
taxation  laid  «i,  or  of  that  taken  off; — 


neither  was  he  advocating — tiiough  some  of 
his  remarks  might  appear  to  have  that 
tendency— any  change  in  regard  to  our 
free  trade  polioy  or  any  return  to  a  potioy 
of  proteotum;  but  taxation  in  these  two 
points  having  pressed  so  heavily  up<m  tiie 
people  of  Ireland,  it  vm  inoumbent  upcHi 
the  people  of  England  to  take  into  aoeonnt 
the  necessity  of  relieving  Ireland  in  any 
way  they  could.  With  this  object  in 
view,  what  metliods  were  open  to  them  ? 
He  might  say  at  once  uiat  he  was 
decidedly  opposed,  and  he  believed  all 
tme  Mends  of  Ireland — certainly  all 
who  reflected  npon  the  interests  of  the 
United  Kingdom — would  be  equally  op- 
posed to  any  measure  having  for  its  ob- 
ject to  introdnoe  discriminating  taxation 
between  the  two  countries.  The  mischief 
of  carrying  discriminating  taxation  be- 
yond the  point  to  which  it  at  present 
existed  would  overbalance  the  advantages 
that  Ireland  might  derive  in  that  respect. 
With  regard  to  expenditure  in  the  draught 
Eepori  which  he  had  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  Committee,  and  to  which  he  had  al- 
ready alluded,  he  had  expressed  his  opinion 
that  it  would  be  most  unwise  and  impru- 
dent to  inonr  national  expoiditnre  in  any 
particular  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  creating  emplo^- 
mmt  in  that  looalitr,  unless  the  expradi- 
tore  were  of  a  req^muctive  oharaoter.  But 
there  were  two  points  to  which  it  was 
very  necessary  that  more  attention  should 
be  given  than  had  yet  been  practicable. 
One  was  whether  the  people  in  Ireland 
enjoyed  the  full  advantt^s  of  those  aids 
to  local  taxation  which  were  poBseased  by 
England.  That  question  required  more 
attention  than  it  had  hitherto  received,  it 
had  been  opened  before  the  Committee 
last  Sesrion,  but  not  fully  investigated. 
The  other  point  was,  whether  any  publio 
aid  or  facilities  could  be  given  for  the 
employment  of  the  publio  money  in  works 
of  a  r^^oduotive  character.  They  ap- 
peared to  be  all  of  opinion  that  to 
spend  money  an  what  were  called  pub- 
lic wnks  would  be  unwise  and  nut- 
chievous,  as  the  pec^le  to  whom  the 
expenditure  was  intmstad  by  tite  Govern- 
ment, having  no  direct  interest  in  t^ 
matter,  would  probably  be  waateftil  and 
mischievous.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
system  which  had  been  pursued  to  a  oon- 
siderable  extent  already,  of  making  ad- 
Tanoes  to  proprietors  and  others  for  the 
improvement  of  their  land  might,  he 
thooght,  be  encouraged  and  extoided.  The. 
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tone  of  the  speeohes  that  had  been  de- 
livered 1^  fhoee  Uemben  of  the  Govern* 
mfint  who  had  Bpoken  in  this  d^te  led 
him  to  tlunk  t£at  it  was  not  altogether 
imposnUe  that  man^  pmnts  ocnmeoted  with 
the  adTanoo  of  pnUio  mon^  would  receive 
some  farther  oonaideraUon.  The  position 
in  which  they  stood  was  this.  The  Com- 
mittee of  last  Sesmon  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  Taxation  of  Ireland  sat  for  the 
greater  portion  of  the  Session  and  took  evi- 
dence, but  it  made  no  report.  He  nnder- 
stood  that  it  was  probable  the  Committee 
would  be  re-appointed  this  Session — after 
that  debate  he  did  not  see  how  it  could 
be  otherwise — when  he  thought  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  Dublin 
should  be  followed,  and  the  Committee  be 
directed  to  report  on  the  mode  in  which 
advances  of  public  money  should  be  made. 
Of  course  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  call 
upon  the  Committee  to  undertake  to  say 
how  mucAi  money  should  be  expended,  or 
what  improvements  Ireland  stood  most  in 
need  of;  but  he  hoped  the  Goremment, 
on  the  re>appointment  of  the  Committee, 
would  have  no  objeotim  to  eictand  the 
order  of  referrace,  so  as  to  allow  the  Com- 
mittee to  take  into  its  oonsideration  the 
whole  system  of  public  advances  and  re- 
tnyments.  He  trusted  that  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  King's  County 
(Mr.  Hennessy)  would,  in  that  case^  con- 
sider his  object  more  folly  gfuned  after 
the  debate  Uiat  had  taken  place  than  if 
the  House  were  to  pass  an  abstract  reso- 
lution. If  his  hon.  Friend  should  elect 
to  go  to  a  division  upon  the  question  as  it 
now  stood,  he  would  only  confuse  the 
minds  of  the  public,  because  Gentlemen 
who  agreed  t<^ther  in  the  main  would  be 
found  in  different  lobbies^  and  the  hon. 
Member  would  be  undoing  some  of  the 
good  that  would  otherwise  be  effiscted  by 
ue  debate  he  had  originated. 

Mn.  CAIBD  said,  that  tiie  questicm  of 
emigration  was  cme  of  the  most  important 
that  conld  engi^  the  attonfioa  of  the 
Honae^  as  would  be  seen  when  it  appeared 
tiiat  one-third  of  tiie  pc^ohition  of  the 
rister  kingdom  and  one-tenth  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  United  Eingdom  had  emi- 
grated. Allusion  had  been  made  to  the 
question  of  tenant-right  as  bearing  on  the 
present  distress  of  Ireland.  Now  it 
appeared  that  XTlster,  where  tenant-right 
prevailed,  had  contributed  to  the  whole 
emigration  during  the  last  ten  yean  27 
per  orat,  while  Gonnanght,  in  which  no 

Sir  8Uiffitrd  IMimU 


tenant-rig^t  existed,  had  only  oontribnted 
U  pw  coit.  So  fliat  th^  must  not  look 
to  the  establishment  of  tenant-right  in 
a  remedy  for  the  ills  of  Ireland.  IHiai, 
with  r^wct  to  puUio  e^miditnre.  In 
no  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  had 
the  money  of  the  country  been  more 
lavishly  employed.  Very  large  sums  had 
been  expended  in  Ireland,  and  in  many 
oases  with  great  advantage,  and  yet 
the  expenditure  had  not  prevented  em- 
igration. He  could  not  quite  agree  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Lowe) 
as  to  de  simplicity  of  the  change  required 
— from  an  agricultural  to  apastural  system. 
He  agreed  that  the  climate  was  not  suit- 
able to  the  cultivation  of  the  wheat  crop 
on  a  large  scale ;  but  an  immense  extent 
of  cereal  crops  was  raised  in  Irdand,  and 
to  say  that  the  sister  country  ought  to 
adopt  a  syatem  entirely  of  pasture  would 
be  a  more  fatal  error  than  to  continne  the 
present  system  of  agriculture.  Last  year 
the  cereal  produce  of  Ireland  amonnted  to 
10,600,0000  qnarten  of  com,  chiefly  oats. 
Tlut  was  one  third  of  the  total  oereal 
produce  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Another 
artiole  <tf  prodnoe  upon  whioh  he  i^reed 
Ireland  had  placed  too  much  dependanoe 
was  the  potato.  The  failure  of  that  erop 
no  doubt  led  to  much  of  the  evil  and 
misery  that  existed  in  Ireland.  But  the 
climate  of  Ireland  being  moist  was  ex- 
tremely favourable  to  tiie  cultivation  of 
that  esculent,  and  within  proper  bounds  it 
was  a  crop  of  very  great  value.  The 
produce  of  potatoes  was  not  less  than 
3,400,000  tons  last  year,  and  the  value  of 
these  cereal  and  potato  crops  last  year  was 
not  much  less  than  £20.000,000  sterling. 
In  many  parts  of  Inland  and  Scotland 
the  fanners  were  producing  less  com  and 
more  stock  and  dairy  produce  than  they 
ever  did  before,  yet  without,  at  the  same 
time,  lessening  the  employment  of  laboor. 
They  were  oultinting  green  cn^  and  root 
crops  instead  of  oereal  orc^  to  a  consider^ 
able  extent.  After  land  had  been  laid 
down  in  pasture  in  so  moist  a  climate  it 
required  to  be  broken  up  to  prevent  the 
growth  of  moss.  There  was,  tiierefore, 
no  incompatibility  between  a  system  of 
agriculture  that  nused  more  catUe  and 
stock  and  the  employment,  to  a  large  ex- 
tent, of  the  labour  of  the  country.  And 
so  in  Ireland,  while  he  deprecated  any 
sudden  change  from  one  system  to  another, 
he  thought  they  might  advantageously 
diminish  their  cereal  produce  and  increase 
the  stock  and  dairy  ^odae^^^and  it  must 

Digitized  by  LaOOg IC 


817 


aUOeof 


{Fkbbuabt  37,  1865}     Irelani-^BMolwtitM.  818 


be  zemembered  that  in  tiie  latter  they  had 
not  to  oompete  vith  the  foreigner.  He 
was  told  by  a  gratieman  acquainted  with 
Ireland  that  tiie  rate  of  wages  had  acaroelyf 
if  at  all|  inoreaaed  even  in  the  districts 
whtte  emigration  had  beat  most  rife ;  so 
lhat,  while  the  rate  of  wages  was  low, 
the  opportunity  of  employment  had  not 
inoreaaed.  Fifteen  years  ago  he  visited 
Ireland,  and  saw  the  posilaon  in  whidi  the 
dense  agricultural  population  was  placed. 
It  was  not  to  be  foand  in  the  richer,  bot 
in  the  poorer  parts  of  Ireland,  on  the  edges 
of  bogs,  and  on  bleak  hill  sides,  where  in 
England  a  large  population  could  scarcely 
grow  up.  No  one  could  go  to  Ballinaaloe 
and  see  the  cattle  brought  to  the  &ir  with- 
out being  certain  that  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  good  land  in  Ireland.  But  tiiere 
was  also  a  vast  deal  of  poor  land  in  the 
couotry.  Would  any  one  desire  that  the 
population  of  the  poorer  and  denser  parts 
of  Ireland  should  remain',in  their  wretch- 
edness? He  had  seen  the  same  class  of 
people  in  ^e  Western  States  of  America, 
and  he  found  them  mddy  and  rich,  getting 
on  well,  and  sending  for  their  Maids  to 
join  them.  He  said  it  was  not  desirable 
they  diould  be  prevented  frmn  improving 
Uieir  condition.  The  loss  of  so  many  in- 
habitants waa  not  a  loss  to  Ireland  rimply ; 
it  was  a  national  loss.  The  bon.  Kember 
for  Greenock  (Ur.  Dunlop)  had  spoken 
with  too  much  complacency  of  the  oom- 
parative  welfare  of  Scotland.  The  fact 
was,  Ireland  depended  solely  upon  her 
agricultural  resources ;  Scotland,  like  Eng- 
land, had  rich  mineral  wealth,  which 
encouraged  and  sustained  the  population 
which  was  drifted  into  her  towns.  The 
hon.  Member  had  spoken  with  great 
propriety  of  the  great  advances  which 
the  town  with  which  he  was  connected 
had  made,  and,  pointing  to  Ireland, 
said,  "  Why  can't  you  do  so  too  ?"  Bat 
Ireland  had  not  rich  mineral  districts  to 
faeA.  her  manofooturea.  That  was  the 
great  distinction  between  Ireland  on  the 
one  hand  and  England  and  Scotland  on 
the  other.  What  he  woold  derire  to  see 
was  the  bonds  of  nnion  drawn  closer  be- 
tween Ireland  and  the  rister  kingdoms, 
that  Ireland  should  really  become  an  in- 
tegral part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
that  her  counties  should  be  as  it  were 
English  and  Scotch  counties.  If  the  pre* 
sent  condition  of  Ireland  were  looked  upon 
as  a  national  loss,  he  had  no  doubt  tiiat 
they  would  be  able  to  come  to  an  under- 
standing as  to  the  remedy.  He  agreed  witii 


what  had  fallen  frum  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Kember  for  Stamford  (Sir  Stafford 
Korthcote)  in  the  kter  part  <rf  his  speech 
—that  there  was  great  room  for  extensive 
improvements.  Tiitj  had  a  preoedent  in 
this  country  for  offermgreprodnotive  louu 
for  purposes  in  wMoh  it  could  be  shown 
that  benefit  would  arise.  He  would  not 
speak  of  the  waste  lands.  He  did  not 
agree  with  the  hon.  Member  for  the  King's 
County  (Mr.  Henneesy)  that  there  were 
any  waste  lands  in  Ireland  which  by  an 
expenditure  of  £7  could  be  made  worth 
30«.  an  acre.  If  the  hon.  Member  could 
show  him  such  lands,  he  (Mr.  Caird)  would 
engage  to  get  plenty  to  take  them  in  hand. 
When  the  hon.  Gentieman  said  that  56,000 
acres  had  gone  out  of  ooltivation  last 
year,  that  fact  showed  that  there  was 
plenty  of  good  land  which  could  be  improv- 
ed, and  if  loans  were  properlj  applied  to 
it,  on  the  conditions  upon  which  ^ey  had 
been  applied  in  England  and  Scotland,  so 
that  the  money  should  be  repaid,  he  had 
no  doubt  whatever  that  it  might  be  done 
with  great  publio  advantage.  "Sa  was 
quite  sure  that  this  connt^  would  cor- 
dially agree  to  uy  measnre  which  diould 
be  for  l£e  benefit  of  beland. 

Me.  PEACOCKE  oongratnhited  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  King's  Connty,  inasmuch 
as  his  speech  bad  exacted  from  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  for  the  Home 
Department  an  acknowledgment  of  that 
wMoh  had  been  denied  by  the  Secretary 
for  Ireland — namely,  that  some  diBtress 
prevailed  in  that  country.  Every  hon. 
Gentieman,  he  believed,  acknowledged  the 
existence  of  that  distress,  except  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland.  The  right  hon. 
Gentieman  the  Secretary  for  the  Home 
Department  and  the  right  hon.  Gentieman 
the  Member  for  Calne  (Mr.  Lowe)  had 
both  thought  proper  to  attack  his  noUe 
Friend  (Lord  Bobert  Cecil),  and  to  cha^ 
him  witii  saying  what  he  had  never  said 
— that  the  present  distiress  was  owing  to 
the  Government.  But  what  his  noble 
Friend  had  said  was  that  this  country  had 
incurred  a  heavy  debt  to  beland  for  her 
past  misgovemment,  and  that  Parliament 
ought,  therefore,  to  depart  from  the  strict 
application  of  economical  rules  in  her  fa- 
vour. He  (Mr.  Feaoocke)  was  very  much 
inclined  to  partially  endorse  this  view, 
because  he  believed  that  the  policy  of  this 
country  for  years  had  been  that  of  in- 
creasing her  own  manufactures  at  the 
expense  of  thoee  of  Ireland.  Nor  had 
Ei^Sland  bean  oontrat  with  endeavonring 
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fo  (lMtn>7  tiie  Irish  mainilbctiiTei^  for  she 
had  also  endearoured  to  render  the  oulti- 
Tation  of  the  Boil  of  Irdand  impoamble. 
Some  of  the  disabilities  under  which  we 
had  placed  l^e  population  of  Ireland  were 
of  the  moat  extraordinary  and  utgnet  cha- 
racter. One  of  the  statutes  of  Queen 
Anne,  passed  4th  Ttaj,  1704,  and  called 
an  Act  to  proTcnt  the  farther  growth  of 
"Bopery,  actually  said  that  no  Catholic — 
and  Catholics  comprised  at  the  time  six- 
serenths  of  the  population  —  should  be 
capable  of  purchasing  land  in  Ireland, 
that  no  Catholic  shotdd  enjoy  a  lease  of 
land  fbr  more  than  thirty-one  years,  and 
fhrther,  that  if  the  profit  arising  from  any 
Hrm  should  exceed  one-third  of  its  rent 
tiie  interest  of  the  GatboUo  should  cease, 
and  it  should  become  the  property  of  the 
Protestant  who  should  make  the  ducovery. 
Was  not  any  snoh  leg^shrtion  enough  to 
lender  Uie  emtivation  of  the  soil  hopeless 
and  impossible  ?  He  woald  repeat,  then, 
that  there  was  a  heavy  debt  doe  on  the 
part  of  this  oountry  to  Ireland.  He  would 
read  to  the  House  the  omnion  of  an  emi- 
nent authority,  Arthur  xonng,  given  on 
this  subject  in  1788.   He  said— 

"  The  &ot  ii,  the  profenon  of  tb«  'Ci.thoIic 
religion  are  onder  auob  diKonngement  that  thej 
esDDOt  enme  in  aoy  tmde  which  reqnirei  both 
ladwtry  aaimpUti.  V  tiwj  ■ososed  sad  make 
a  fortaat,  what  are  thar  to  do  irith  it  t  They 
oan  Deither  buy  land  oor  take  a  mortjnce,  dot 
sreii  fine  down  the  rent  of  a  lease.  Where  is 
then  a  pec^e  In  the  world  to  be  finud  indtu- 
trioQi  onder  snsh  dnmnutaoess  I** 

Aad  again — 

**  I  have  ooDTflrsed  on  the  inljeet  with  the  most 
dittiogniabed  ebaraoten  of  the  kingdom,  and  I 
eanuot,  after  all,  bat  deolare  that  the  eoope,  pur- 
port, and  aim  of  the  laws  of  dlseorerjr,  as  exe- 
onted,  are  not  againet  the  OathoUo  rellgioo,  which 
looraaiefl  adder  them,  but  aninit  tbe  indnatrjr 
and  proporty  of  whoever  pnnosMi  that  religioD. 
la  vain  naa  It  been  said  that  eonsequenoe  and 
power  follow  property,  and  that  the  attack  ia 
,made  in  order  to  wound  the  doctrine  throng  its 
property.  If  nich  was  the  Inteatioo,  I  reply  that 
ninety  years'  esperienoe  prores  the  foUy  and  fiiti- 
UtyoTiL  Those  laws  bare  crushed  all  the  in- 
dutrv  and  wrested  most  of  the  property  from 
the  OftthoUoa,  bat  the  religion  triumphs,  and  is 
theogbt  to  inerMse." 

That  was  the  opinion  of  an  unbiassed  and 
most  intelligent  witness;  and  when  they 
looked  to  histonr  they  found  from  the 
time  of  Cromwell  to  the  Union  tiie  action 
of  this  country  towards  Ireland  had  been 
<me  continued  process  of  baibarit^  and 
injaatioe,  and  he  believed  that  in  the  pre- 
sent disaffootion  of  the  Irish  popn^ 
Bnijlaiid  mn  reaping  titat  harrest  of - 

Jfr.i^NSOdts 


which  she  had  soattMed  broadest  orar 
the  land.  But  the  practical  qneetim  fbr 
the  House  now  was  whether  the  Ifotion 
of  his  hon.  Friend  was  calculated  to  dis- 
obey the  debt  which  was  due  from 
England.  He  believed  it  was  not.  Tha 
Hotion  proposed  that  the  Government,  by 
a  system  of  public  advances,  should  step 
in  and  give  employment,  in  other  words, 
artifiotally  to  keep  at  home  a  supply  of 
labour  beyond  the  natural  demand  for 
it.  But  the  natural  consequence  of  sti- 
mulating the  supply  of  any  article  be- 
yond i^  legitimate  demand  was  to  de- 
premate  its  value.  If,  then,  they  wore 
to  stimulate  the  supply  of  labour  be- 
yond the  legitimate  demand,  they  would 
depreciate  its  value.  But  that  was  not 
what  his  hoB.  Friend  desired.  If  Ireland 
was  to  be  regenerated  at  all,  it  would  not 
be  by  a  systoa  of  Gorcniment  grants  voBl 
loans,  hot  by  the  indostiy,  the  energy, 
and  the  self-relianoe  (tf  its  own  popiUa- 
tion. 

Ms.  BXAXB  said,  that  at  that  late  hour, 
and  after  so  protracted  a  debate,  he  would 
not  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  House, 
but  would  reserve  for  another  occasion, 
which  he  believed  would  soon  offer,  more 
lengthened  observations.  He  was  denrous, 
however,  of  setting  the  House  right  on  a 
few  matters  which,  owing  to  remarks  of 
two  of  the  last  speakers,  tbey  might  adopt 
erroneous  opinions  about,  llie  Secretary 
of  State  for  tiie  Home  Department  had 
oompkuned  that  "  while  the  Uover  of  the 
Besolution  expressed  a  desire  for  equal 
laws  fbr  England  and  Irdand,  still  uut 
he  sug^ted  a  law  for  Ireland  relative  to 
the  tenure  of  land  which  would  not  be 
tolerated  in  England."  Fcartonately  Aar 
Eiu^d,  the  rdAtiona  between  landlonl 
and  tenant  in  England  did  not  render  suoh 
a  law  necessary ;  and  his  hiHi.  ^ond  only 
wished  that  in  Irdand  that  should  obtain 
the  force  of  law  which  custom  and  public 
opinion  really  made  law  in  Bngland.  The 
state  of  things  which  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet described  as  existing  in  EngUnd  had 
unfortunatdy,  with  few  exoeptions,  no 
parallel  in  Ireland.  All  that  he  and  those 
who  aoted  with  him  desired  was  to  have 
it  80,  and  the  House  would  not  be  troubled 
with  their  oomplaints.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Stirling  had  drawn  attention  to  the 
foot,  that  in  the  province  of  Ulster,  where 
tenant-right  existed,  there  was  274  per 
AMif  nf  emigration  by  last  return,  and  only 
"  Connaugfa^  vrtiarB  then  was  bo 
\t.   The  reason  was  vory  easy 
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ofeipliiuitioii.  The  latter  proriaoe^  owing 
to  ito  nunmtidiioiu  charMter,  was  more 
thinl  J  pmnlated,  and  had  nriSlsred  most 
daring  the  fbmiae  years.  Death  from 
itamtioii  had  swept  a.'wa.y  the  iptopla  there 
in  tens  of  thooaandB ;  in  the  years  foUow- 
ing  as  many  emigrated  as  could  do,  and 
few  were  left  who  ocnild  afford  to  leave. 
It  should  also  he  home  in  mind  that  not 
more  than  half  the  Ulrter  counties  had 
tenant-right  in  operation,  and  some  of 
them,  like  Donegal,  were  very  poor.  The 
emigration  that  took  place  from  the  coun- 
ties having  tenant-right  in  operation,  con- 
sisted, in  a  great  degree,  of  young  men, 
sons  of  people  of  fair  means,  for  whom 
there  might  not  be  room  to  get  on  as  satis- 
&ctorily  at  home  as  the  elder  portion  of 
the  f&mily,  and  therefore  wished  to  push 
their  fortunes  elsewhere,  being  usually 
provided  with  good  means  to  do  so.  They 
resembled  the  German  onigrauts  very 
much.  Ireland  was  now  rednoed  to  nearly 
five  milUons  of  inhabitants— once  it  had 
(dose  on  nine.  Under  ih»  present  land 
system  hft  believed  it  eooM  not  ftiily  sup- 
port more  than  three  millions,  and  to  that 
it  was  ftst  coming.  CSompetent  authorities 
declared  that  the  land,  under  a  proper 
mrstem  of  coltnre,  could  support  four  times 
that  number.  It  was  manifntly  the  duty 
of  Parliament  to  ascertain,  so  far  as  they 
could,  if  such  was  the  fact,  and  if  so,  to 
devise  means,  consistently  with  the  rights 

property,  to  develope  properly  t^e  re- 
Bonrces  of  the  soil.  He  believed  it  would 
be  Ibund  that  the  real  way  to  do  that 
wonld  be  to  give  the  cultivator  due  pro- 
tection for  a  fiur  share  in  the  improved 
value  which  his  labour  conferred  on  the 
soil.  Tbe  hon.  Member  for  Dungarvan 
would  in  a  fow  weeks  pn^ose  to  the  House 
to  ^pnnt  a  Select  Committee  to  oonnder 
til  me  Land  Bills  which  had  passed  the 
Hones,  witti  a  view  d  devising  one  prac- 
tioal  KIL  In  jnstiee  fliey  ought  to  o<m- 
eede  that.  If  his  htm.  Friend  pressed  his 
Motion  to  a  divimon,  he  would,  of  eourse, 
vote  with  him ;  but  he  hop^A  the  Qovem- 
ment  would  make  some  Uat  propoation  to 
prevent  the  necessity  of  his  doing  so. 

VisooOTT  PALMEB8T0K :  Sir,  what- 
ever differences  of  opinion  ma^  have  been 
expnssed  in  the  course  of  t^is  discussion 
with  reference  to  particular  details,  every- 
body mnst  agree  that  the  subject  is  one 
of  the  deepest  possible  interest ;  and  also 
in  ^e  fact,  that  I  am  happy  to  observe, 
that  the  debate  has  been  conducted  in  the 
most  tenqpente  and  creditable  manner. 
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The  hon.  Member  fag  the  King^i  Ooimty, 
who  moved  the  Ammdmen^  set  tiie  ex- 
ample and  it  has  been  fidhmed  by  those 
who  Iwve  swweeded  him ;  and  (dthough  it 
often  happens  that  in  this  Honse  debates 
npon  Irish  questions  are  ccmdncted  with, 
perhaps,  more  effervescence  than  may  be 
considered  fitting,  this  is  certainly  an  ex- 
ample to  the  contrary;  and  I  trust  that 
from  henceforward  our  discussions  on  Irish 
affairs  will  be  conducted  with  the  same 
temper  and  moderation  as  have  been  ex- 
hibited on  the  present  occasion.  Sir,  the 
objects  of  the  Amendment  are  twofold — 
first,  it  asks  the  Honse  to  lament  the  di- 
minution of  tiie  population  of  Inland; 
and,  next,  it  seeks  to  pledge  the  House 
and  the  Gbvemment  to  teke  steps  to 
remedy  this  state  of  things.  The  founda- 
tion of  the  Motion  is  the  assumption  that 

nt  distress  prevails  in  IreUmd.  Un- 
itedly there  is  distress,  in  many  parts 
ci  the  country ;  but,  at  the  same  timoi  I 
would  beg  the  Honse  to  recollect  that  fbnr 

Jean  ago  everybody  was  congratulating 
imself  upm  tlie  progressive  improvement 
of  IreUnd,  that  it  lus  only  been  the  oe* 
onrrence  of  three  yean  of  bad  and  nnfii- 
vonrable  aeasons  which  has  thrown  ttie 
country  back  and  occasioned  a  period  of 
much  distress,  and  that  although  that  re- 
sult has  unfortunately  oocumd,  it  mnst 
nnquestionably  be  admitted  that  the  last 
year  was  one  of  a  different  character,  and 
in  some  degree  recovered  Ireland  from  the 
distress  from  which  it  had  suffered  in  the 
preceding  yean.  I  do  not  wish  to  over- 
state anything  oonnected  with  the  reviving 
gleam  of  proeperiiy  iu  Ireland.  We  will 
admit — which  cannot  be  denied  —  that 
then  is  in  the  condition  of  Ireland  much 
to  be  dnilored,  and  which  we  should  wiah 
to  be  able  to  remedy.  As  to  the  firat  part 
of  the  hon.  Qentieman's  Motion,  lament- 
ing the  decline  in  tiie  number  of  the  popu- 
lation, nnquestionably  in  the  ftbstaut  it 
mnst  be  a  sourceof  r^iret  to  see  the  peo^e 
of  any  conntry  flying  from  their  native 
shores  and  seeking  ^whera  those  advan- 
tages which  they  are  unable  to  find  at 
home.  Sut  some  yean  ago  the  great  evil 
of  Ireland  was  represented  to  be  a  too 
redundant  population,  and  the  chief  remedy 
which  was  then  universally  recommended 
was  an  extensive  emigration.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly painfiil  to  contemplate  the  causes 
which  lead  to  emigration.  Emigration  in 
itself  is  no  evil.  If  those  who  emigrate 
find  in  another  country  a  better  condition 
than  thqr  Mtjc^ed  in  tiieir  own,  they  be- 
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eome  ha^i^ur.  tiidr  wel&re  is  increaBed, 
and,  bendeB  thaly  the  oonditaxm  of  those 
vho  stay  bdimd  u  improved  by  the  cir- 
eonutaiioe  that  a  smaller  number  of  per- 
sons are  left  to  eigoy  the  advantages  which 
their  natire  oouitr^  may  possess.  That 
which  we  lament  with  regard  to  the  emi- 
gration ifl  that,  nnfortaoately,  the  condi- 
tion of  Ireland  is  such  that  the  people  are 
able  to  find  elsewhere  a  better  state  of 
things  than  exists  at  home.  Son.  Gen- 
tlemen have  assigned  varioas  reasons  for 
this  unfortunate  state  of  things.  I  belioTe 
that  one  great  and  almoat  paramount 
reason  is  that  which  has  been  assigned  by 
my  light  hon.  Friend  behind  me  (Hr. 
Love)— the  peculiarity  of  the  elimate. 
IreUmd  is  said  by  many  to  be  a  most 
fertile  country.  No  doubt,  there  are  in  it 
great  tracts  of  very  fertile  land — land  far 
more  fertile  than  many  parts  of  either 
England  or  SooUand.  I  know  land  in 
Irdand  m  which  it  is  said  thai  grain 
on^  hare  been  raised  tcfr  sixtem  yean  in 
sneoession,  which  cannot  be  said  of  any 
|»art  of  Gnat  Britain.  But  time  are  also 
in  Ireland  great  quantities  of  land  which 
are  wholly  unprodnctrre — bog  and  moun- 
tain—  and  tluit  ought  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  when  yon  calculate  the  popu- 
lation which  the  superficial  area  of  the 
island  is  able  to  support.  You  cannot 
expect  that  any  artifiuial  remedies  which 
legislators  can  invent  can  counteract  the 
laws  of  nature,  and  keep  in  one  country  a 
population  which  finds  it  to  its  advantage 
to  emigrate  to  another.  It  is  impossible. 
ThingB  will  find  their  level ;  and  until  by 
some  means  or  other  there  shall  be  pro- 
vided in  Ireland  the  same  remuneration 
for  labour,  and  the  same  indnoements  to 
remain  which  are  afforded  by  other  coun- 
tries, yon  cannot  by  any  laws  which  you 
can  devise  prevent  the  people  from  seeking 
elsewhere  abetter  oon&tini  oi  things  than 
exists  in  tiieir  own  country.  We  are  told 
that  tenant-right  and  a  great  many  other 
filings  will  do  it  None  of  these  thbgs 
will  have  the  slightest  effisot  As  to 
tenant-right,  I  may  be  allowed  to  say 
tiiat  I  think  it  is  equivalent  to  landlords' 
wrong.  Tenant-right,  as  I  understand  it 
to  be  proposed,  would  be  little  short  of 
confiscation;  and  although  that  might 
cause  the  landlords  to  emigrate,  it  cer- 
tainly would  not  keep  the  tenants  at  home. 
The  real  question  is,  how  can  you  oreate 
in  Ireland  that  demand  and  reward  for 
labour  which  would  render  the  people  of; 
Ireland  willing  to  nmain  at  home,  instead 


of  emigrating  to  England  or  Scotland  on 
the  one  han^  or  to  tiie  ITorth  American 
States  on  the  ottwr  ?  WeU,  in  my  mind, 
nothing  can  do  that  except  the  influx  of 
capital.  Ireland  has  many  advantages  for 
the  profitable  employment  of  capital,  but 
hitherto  manufactures  have  taken  but  little 
root  there.  It  is  said  that  in  Ireland 
there  is  no  coal ;  but  there  is  coal  there— 
not  in  great  abundance,  bat  enough  to 
supply  manufactories  to  a  certain  extent. 
There  is  also  a  great  deal  of  water-power 
in  Ireland,  and  we  all  know  that  water- 
power  is  for  many  purposes  better  and 
cheaper  than  steam.  What  is  it,  then, 
which  has  hitherto  prevented  the  influx 
of  capital  into  Irdand  ?  Why,  it  is  the 
doable  notion,  first  that  Ireland  does  not 
afford  the  same  means  for  the  profitable 
employment  of  capital  that  exist  in  Eng- 
land and  ScotUnd;  and,  secondly,  that 
there  is  not  the  same  seourity  for  its  saGs 
employment  in  Irdand.  Therdinre,  the 
eoni^nding  observations  of  my  hon.  and 
learned  S^iend  the  Uember  for  Sheffield 
(lb.  Boebuok)  ong^t  to  rink  deep  into 
the  mind  of  every  Irishman.  Hitherto, 
the  political  and  religious  feuds  which 
have  prevailed  in  Irekind  have  created  ex- 
aggerated  notions  in  this  country  of  the 
insecurity  which  attends  the  employmeot 
of  capita  in  Ireland.  If  the  capitalists 
of  England  and  Scotland  could  be  wdl 
persuaded  that  th^  would  find  in  Ireland 
not  only  cheap  labour  and  the  means  of 
working  their  machinery,  but  the  same 
security  for  themselves  and  their  capital 
which  exists  in  this  country,  there  could 
be  no  reason  why  capital  which  seeks  em- 
ployment in  the  most  distant  regions  of 
the  earth  should  not  go  over  to  Ireland 
and  there  find  profitable  employment  for 
itself,  and  also  improve  the  condition  of 
the  people.  There  cannot  bO  a  greater 
mistake  than  to  suppoae  that  ctnnmeroial 
capital  cannot  be  profitaUy  and  securely 
employed  in  Irdand ;  and  whenever  thi^ 
oonviotiim  shall  implant  its^  deeply  in 
the  minds  of  capituists  one  great  sonroe 
of  the  povwty  of  Ireland  will  be  removed, 
and  from  that  time  we  may  date  a  pro- 
gressive advancement  in  the  condition  of 
the  people.  The  improvement  of  agricul- 
ture cannot  prevent  emigration,  because 
one  source  of  the  poverty  of  Irdand  is  to 
be  found  in  the  minute  subdivision  of  hold- 
ings. What  improvement  can  a  man  make 
upon  his  land  who  holds  only  five,  six,  or 
ten  acres,  and  has  no  c^tal  exoemt  his 
own  labour  and  that  of  Us.|unily  r  No 
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great  imprOTonent  can  be  made  in  the 
ocrionltnre  of  Ireland  vithont  the  dis- 
pkcement  of  ^art  of  the  population,  and, 
tlierefore,  agnooltoral  improTement8»  bo 
far  from  nu^riallj  checking  emigration, 
vould  in  some  respects  contribute  to  its 
increase.  Nevertheless,  much  additional 
employment  maj  be  found  for  the  people 
in  some  parts  of  the  country  by  the  appli- 
cation of  additional  capital.  If  by  pnvate 
enterprise,  these  improToments  can  be 
made ;  if,  by  means  of  advances  to  be  re- 
paid in  a  certain  number  of  years,  land- 
owners can  be  enabled  to  undertake  opera- 
tions for  which  their  existing  means  will 
not  provide,  any  such  proposal  would  be 
one  which  it  would  be  very  desirable 
should  be  considered,  and  if  it  were  adopt- 
ed in  a  shape  free  fimn  objection,  it  must 
nndonbtedly  have  a  very  boieficial  effect 
upon  the  condition  of  Ireland.  At  the 
same  time  I  would  humbly  remind  land- 
lords that  the  power  of  borrowing  is  one 
wUeh  it  is  veiy  tempting  to  employ,  bat 
that  tiie  lime  for  repayment  must  eome ; 
and '  therefine  my  landowner  yrwM  do 
well  to  oonsider  carefully  what  are  ibo 
prospects  of  a  remunerative  return  upon 
the  capital  to  be  employed  before  contract* 
ing  a  debt  either  with  the  Oovemment  or 
with  any  private  company.  With  regard 
to  the  first  part  of  the  Resolution,  there- 
fore, I  say  that  it  is  impossible  to  adopt 
the  naked  assertion  that  we  lament  the 
decline  of  the  population  of  Ireland.  That 
is  a  complicated  question.  "We  lament 
that  the  population  of  Ireland  should  find 
it  more  to  their  advantage  to  emigrate 
than  to  remain  at  home ;  but  if  that  is 
the  result  of  a  state  of  things  such  as  I 
have  described  we  cannot  lament  that 
those  who  are  in  a  bad  condition  at  home 
ehoold  find  a  better  state  of  things  by 
emigration.  With  regard  to  fhe  second 
part  of  the  Besolution,  as  to  grants— I 
think  l^t  the  fbding  of  the  Hoose  baa 
been  decidedly  ei^reased  against  gratni- 
tons  advances  of  money  by  the  State  fbr  tiie 
purpose  of  local  improvements.  With  ref- 
erence to  advances  to  be  repaid,  there  are 
companies  which  have  been  established  for 
the  very  purpose  of  making  loans  for  agri- 
cultural improvements ;  and  I  apprehend 
that  if  good  security  were  offered  to  them, 
and  a  fair  prospect  were  shown  of  the 
remunerative  employment  of  capital,  from 
these  private  companies  much  assistance 
might  be  obtained.  The  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Stamford  (Sir  Stafford  North- 
cote)  suggested  that  the  Committee  of  last 


year  should  be  re-appointed  fbr  the  pnrpoBe 
of  inqniring  how  hr  reproductive  aanmoes 
from  the  public  ftinds  might  be  extended 
in  Ireland  to  purposes  of  local  improve- 
ment. I  am  not  prepared  to  give  a  de- 
cided opinion  upon  a  proposal  of  this  sort 
until  I  see  the  parbonlar  terms  of  the 
order  of  reference  proposed,  and  the  Go- 
vernment are  able  to  understand  exactly  its 
bearings.  But  it  is  a  proposal  fairly  en- 
titled to  consideration.  I  can  only  say 
that  the  Government  fully  share  the  feel- 
ing of  deep  interest  and  sympathy  that 
has  been  expressed  towards  Ireland  by  all 
who  have  spoken  in  this  debate.  It  is 
impoesible  for  any  man  to  know  anything 
of  the  Irish  peojw  without  wishing  them 
every  hairiness  which  can  be  conferred 
upon  them.  They  are  a  light-hearted  and 
a  warm-hearted  race;  th^  are  most  in- 
dusbrioxis  too,  wherever  they  can  see  Hie 
prospect  that  by  indostry  they  wiU  get 
the  rewud  to  which  industry  entitles  men. 
It  is  quite  a  mistake  to  anppoee  tiiat  the 
Irish  are  an  idle  rao^  nnwiUing  to  labour, 
and  not  prepared  to  make  |;reat  exertions 
fbr  the  sake  of  aooomplishmg  any  legiti- 
mate object.  They  are  a  people  for  whom 
every  man  who  knows  them  must  entertain 
the  utmost  sympathy  and  must  feel  the 
strongest  desire  that  they  should  enjoy 
every  advantage  which  can  be  conferred 
upon  them  by  legislation  or  by  any  arti- 
ficial arrangements  which  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  GU>vemment  or  of  Parliament  to 
make.  Therefore,  it  is  unnecessair  for 
me  to  say  that  the  Government  of  this 
country  would  be  most  anxious  to  consider 
any  proposals  that  were  founded  upon 
a  reasonable  prospect  that  they  vould 
tend  to  improve  the  condiUon  of  Ireland. 
Though,  undoubtedly,  much  that  has 
passed  in  this  debate  must  inspire  pain  to 
those  who  have  heard  it — ^I  mean  as  &r  as 
relates  to  the  un&rtnnate  omdition  of  many 
parts  of  Ireland,  and  the  distiesa  whiw 
we  cannot  doiy  exists  there— atill,  I  think 
tlut  no  man  can  look  at  Ireland  without 
entertaining  feelings  of  hope.  It  is  de- 
monstrable that  if  you  compare  the  state 
of  the  country  now  with  what  it  was 
thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  there  is  a  great, 
a  visible,  and  a  general  improvement,  and 
tiiat  improvement  is  calculated  to  inspire 
a  reasonable  hope  that  in  the  course  of 
time  that  progress  will  be  accelerated 
and  rendered  more  rapid  than  it  has 
hitherto  been.  I  imagine  that  tiie  hon. 
Member  who  made  thu  Motion  will  not 
think  it  neoessary  to  divide  njton  it  1 
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think  the  debate  vhudi  has  taken  ^aoe 
most  satbftr  him  of  the  feeling  both  w  the 
House  and  of  the  Ooveniment  <m  thie 
question,  and  probably  ho  wiU  rest  iatisfled 

with  having  elicited  opinions  vhioh  in 
many  respects  coincide  with  those  tempe- 
rate views  which  he  has  himself  expressed. 
If  the  hon.  and  gallant  llember  (Colonel 
Donne)  or  any  other  Uember.  should  pro- 
pose to  re-appoint  the  Committee  of  last 
year,  with  a  view  to  a  more  eztenstre 
range  of  inqoiry,  we  shall  be  ready  to 
consider  sooh  a  proposal.  Of  oourse*  oar 
adoption  of  it  ^11  depend  opon  the  word- 
ing of  the  reference ;  but  we  shall  ocmaider 
socb  a  proposal  with  an  earnest  desire  to 
find  in  it  some  way  of  remedying  the 
existing  evils,  or,  I  should  rather  say,  of 
assisting  Ireland  in  extricating  herself 
fimn  the  ocmdition  in  whioh  ahe  is>  too 
tmlyt  I  fear,  represmted  by  many  penooa 
M  now  being. 

losD  JOHN  UAKNBBS  said,  h^  had 
heard  the  concluding  words  of  the  noble 
Lwd  with  great  pleasure,  and  hoped  the 
House  mi^t  infer  thwefirom  that  the  Go< 
vwoment  aooeded  to  the  proposal  made  by 
his  hon.  Friend  (Sir  StdFord  N<Hthcote}. 
If  this  was  so,  he  coold  only  hope  that 
the  hon.  Kember  (Mr.  Henness^}  would 
be  satisfied  with  the  peaceable  victory  he 
had  gaioed,  not  over  the  Qovemmeot,  hot 
a  debate  whioh,  daring  its  progress, 
acted  opon  Gentlemen  who  had  assembled 
to  hear  it  without  the  least  reference  to 
party,  and  with  the  sole  object  of  devising 
some  means  of  remedying  evils  which  all 
acknowledged  and  whioh  all  deplored. 
He  hoped  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 
not  press  the  tfotioo  to  a  division. 

Ke.  HENNJeSSY  asked  whether  the 
noble  Viscount  accepted  the  interpretation 
just  put  upon  his  speech  by  the  noble  Lord, 
and  whether  the  Govwnment  would  con- 
sent to  the  re-mpmntment  of  the  Oom< 
mittee  on  Dish  Taxation  with  tiie  addition 
of  such  an  order  of  referenoe  as  was  de- 
scribed hy  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Stamford. 

Viscount  PALMEBSTON:  What  I 
meant  to  say  was  that  if  an^  hon.  Kemb« 
would  propose  the  re*appoiDtment  of  the 
Committee  and  would  state  the  order  of 
reference  proposed,  we  should  look  at  such 
a  Motion  with  a  strong  disposition  and 
desire  to  adopt  anything  which,  while  it 
did  not  eoamit  Urn  Goverameot  to  any 
peouniaiT  obligation^  held  oat  the  pros- 
pect of  devising  means  likely  to  i«pK0T« 
the  condition  Ireland. 

VUcwmt  AAMTtfeN 


1CB.HEN17SSSY  did  not  dearly  undei?- 
atand,  firom  irtiat  the  noble  Visooant  had 
just  said,  tiiat  Her  Hajes^s  Government 
would  agree  to  the  propoaai;  andthmfiwe 

he  must  divide. 

Qaestion  "  That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  left  oat  stand  part  of  the  Qoeation," 
pat. 

The  House  divided  ;<— Ayes  107 ;  Noes 
31 :  Majority  76. 
Main  Question  put,  and  i^rMi  to* 


Angarst^  W. 
AntTobua,  E. 

kjrUm,  A.  8. 
Bftriag,  T.  G. 
Baxter,  W.  E. 
Baxl«7,  T. 
BMumont,  fF.  B. 
Beamnonti  8.  A. 


Bentioflk,  O.  W.  P. 
BUek.  A. 
BUokbom,  P. 
BoaluuD'Carter,  J. 
Bofle.  hoD.  G.  F. 
Briscoe,  J.  I. 
BruM.  rt.  bon.  H.  A. 
BtuUiB,  G. 
Caird,  J. 

CardveU,  rt.  hon.  E. 
Cbllden,  H.  C.  E. 
Cliflbrd,  0.  0. 
CUfton.  Sir  R.  J. 
Oliw,  G. 
Collier,  Sir  R.  P. 


ATE3. 

X.^wd,  A.H. 
LMbrre,  G.  J.  8. 
Lefrof,  A. 
Lee.  W. 

Lowe,  rt.  hon.  B. 
Miller.  T.  J. 
MoDoroifl^  rt.  hen.  J. 


Padmore,  R. 
Pafet,  0. 
Paget,  Lord  0. 
Palmer,  Sir  R. 
Palmerrton,  Vieet. 
PeaooeIu,O.M.W. 
Pad,  rt  bon.  Sir  B. 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  F. 
Peel,  J. 

Feto,  Sir  S.  H. 
Pllkington,  J. 
Potter,  E. 
Pritotari,  J. 
Ridlej,  Sir  M.  W. 


Cowper,  rt.  hon.  V.  F.  Roebaok.  J.  A. 

Crawford,  R.  W.  Rassell,  A. 

Dalgliah.  R.  RaueU,  Sir  W. 

Dare;,  R.  Sohneider,  B.  W. 

Denmao,  hon.  G.  Soonrfleld,  J.  H. 

DodaOD,  J.  G.  Selwyn,  G.  J. 

Douglas,  Sir  C.  Sejmour,  H.  D. 

Duff,  Mount.  E.  Q.  Seymour,  A. 

Dunbar,  Sir  W.  Smi&,  A. 

Danlop,  A.  M.  Smith.  J.  A. 

Enfleid,  Viwonnt  StaufeU,  J. 

EwiDg,  H.  E.  C.  Steel,  J. 

Fane.  CoIoDol  J.  W.  Stuart,  Lteot.-C<d.  W. 

Pitsror,  Lord  P.  J.  Syket,  Colonel  W.  H. 

Foley,  H.  W.  Tite,  W. 

Gibion.  rt,  boo.  T.  H.  ToUemaehe,  J, 

QtadBtooe,  rt.  hon.  W.  Tracy,  hon.  C.  B.  Dl  O. 

Gosoben,  G.  J.  ViUien,  rt.  bon.  C.  P. 

Grey,  rt.  boo.  Sir  G.  ViriaD,  H.  D. 

Gordon,  B.  WaldegraTe-Ledio, 
Garoey,  S.  hon.  G. 

Uankey,  T.  Walsh,  Sir  J. 

Uartin^D,HarqQesiof  Warner,  E. 

Berrey,  Lord  A.  White,  hon.  L. 

Beadlam,  rt.  hon.  T.  E,  WUliamsoD,  Sir  H. 

HendereoD,  J.  WinolDgton,  Sir  T.  E. 

Henley,  Lord  Wood.  rt.  hsn.  Sir  Q. 

Howes,  E.  Wytd,  J. 

Uott.  rt.  bon.  W.  Torke,  S.  B. 
Ingham,  R,  launs. 

Johnstone,  Sir  J.  Bimnd,  hm.  H.  B.  W. 

Kionaird.  boa.  A.  F.  Knatahbdl-Hagsassn, 
Lsooa,  Sir  £.  E^ 
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HOES. 


AnoMl^(  OoU  IknuH. 
Beamish,  F.  B. 
BUk«,  J.  A. 
Bowjer,  Sir  G. 
Cecil,  Lord  R. 
Conrtanaj,  Lord 
Cox,  W. 
Piuner.  S.  D. 
Doolton,  F. 
Dnnne,  Colonel 
Fleming,  T.  W. 
Garin,  Miyor 
George,  J. 
Gregorj,  W.  H. 
GmiUe,  Colond  F. 
Haward,  M. 
Leader,  N.  P. 
LemioXf  Lord  G.  G. 


Iioter.  J.  0, 
Lonfffleld,  R. 
MaoEror,  E. 
Moor,  H. 
Marph^,  N.  D. 
Neale,  0. 
O'Brieo,  Sir  P. 
O'lUIUy,  M.  ir. 
Pollard-Urquhart,  W. 
RuMoU,  F.  W. 
Start,  Lt^l.  N. 
Totteiiluun,Lt^CoLO.G, 
WatkiD.  E.  W. 

nuuna. 
HeniMm,  J.  P. 
LoBcW. 


8CPPLT. 
Sovnr  eaimJfreil  in  Gonmittee. 

HooBO  rewrned. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  mt  again 
on  WM^uiag. 

INNS  OF  COURT  BILL. 

lEATE.     HBST  BBISDTQ. 

Sm  OEOBQE  BOWTEB,  in  moving 
tor  leaTe  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  the 
Benchers  of  the  Inna  of  Court  to  appoint 
Judicial  Committeea  in  certain  caaea,  and 
to  give  the  neceeiary  powers  to  such  Com- 
mitteea, said  this  BiU  was  in  subetance, 
with  two  exceptions,  similar  to  the  Bill 
he  introdaoed  last  year.  The  first  of 
those  exceptions  was  that  he  made  this 
Bill  permissiTe ;  the  effect  of  which  would 
be  that  the  Benchers  of  the  Inns  of  Court 
would  form  a  sort  of  grand  jnryi  and  would 
decide  whether  the  partioular  case  ought 
to  go  before  the  Jadiual  Cinninitteeornot 
TIu  other  alteration  was  that  he  now 
omitted  the  last  clanae  of  the  Bill,  whiofa 
enabled  the  person  chafed  with  any 
offence  to  give  the  go-bj  to  the  Benchers 
of  the  Iim  of  Court  to  which  he  belonged, 
and  to  go  at  ones  before  the  Judges.  He 
propoeed  to  give  ample  time  for  the  dia- 
cuseion  of  the  BiU,  and  he  beliered,  from 
rumours  he  had  heard,  that  there  was 
rathw  a  change  of  i^inion  among  the 
Sormet  opponenta  of  the  BiU. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  enaUe  the  Benchers  of  the  Inns 
of  Court  to  appoint  Judicial  Committees  in 
certain  cases,  and  to  give  the  necessary 
powers  to  such  Committees,  ordered  to  he 
brought  in  by  Sir  Gxoxex  Bowtkr  and 
Ur.  HxanssT. 

BiU^fVMiM;  and  read  1«.  [BiU  44.] 


AORXOULTURAL  PARISHES^-^OTION 
FOR  RETURNS. 

Uh.  ENIGHT  mored,  according  to  no- 
tice, that  there  be  laid  before  the  Souse— 

"  Retoms  ■hewing  the  names  the  811  Agri- 
coltnral  Parishes  ^tted  aa  baTung  deonased  la 
bouaaa  and  inoraassdin  ^opolatlon  betwasn  ISffl 
and  1661,  and  the  eosntaas  in  which  snohpiridM 
are  sitnated : 

"  Showing  the  namber  of  Inhabitants  and  In< 
habited  Hotuee  is  eaoh  of  the  said  parishea  in 
eaob  Oeaani  from  1801  to  1891 : 

"  And,  ihowiDg  what  Manufiwtorea  or  llinet, 
if  an;,  are  earried  on  w  worked  la  each  of  tbs 
■aid  pariahas  if  ths  Csasas  eoobilns  snsh  infivma- 
tion.'* 

B«  eonsidwed  sooh  a  Betuni  would  be 
of  great  serrice  in  oonaideriBg  a  Tery  im- 
portant measure  proposed  to  be  carried. 

Ur.  C.  P.  VILIiIEBS  said,  the  first  part 
of  the  Betnm  moTcd  for  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  reference  to  a  statement  which 
he  (Ur.  Yilliers)  had  recently  made  in 
moving  for  the  appointment  of  a  Commit- 
tee to  consider  uie  condition  of  the  irre- 
moTable  poor,  as  to  the  decrease  in  the 
houses  and  increase  of  the  population  of 
821  agricultural  parishes.  That  statement 
was  made  not  upon  the  authority  of  the 
Census,  but  from  a  report  upon  which  he 
could  place  the  utmost  reliance.  As  to 
the  latter  part  of  the  Motion,  there  was 
no  particular  &onlty  in  the  Poor  Law 
Board  for  Aimishii^;  information  anymore 
than  existed  in  any  other  public  De^nrt- 
ment,  and  it  would  be  most  inconvenient 
for  the  Poor  Law  Board  to  have  such  an 
amount  of  work  imposed  upon  it  aa  tiie 
hon.  Gentleman  proposed  by  his  Motion. 

Return  ordered,  "ihowing  the  names  of  the 
831  Agrioaltaral  Pariahea  stated  as  haring  de- 
creased in  houses  and  increased  in  popnlation 
between  1851  and  1861,  and  the  oonnties  in  irtiich 
such  parishes  are  sitnated." — {Mr, Knight.) 

Mb.  knight  then  moved  for  the  pro- 
dnotioQ  of  the  connlading  portion  of  the 
Betnnu.  Ha  was  very  scary  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  lefused  the 
Return  when  so  important  a  measure  was 
being  brought  fbrwmrd ;  and,  in  foot,  the 
refosal  at  aooh  a  time  aweared  rather  sos- 
pioions,  and  made  one  doubt  tiiat  if  pro- 
duced the  Betnms  would  bear  out  the 
inferences  drawn  from  them.  When  he 
was  on  the  Irremovable  Poor  Committee 
the  right  hon.  Qaotleman  was  the  Chair- 
man, and  many  of  his  witnesses  stated 
that  cottages  had  been  pulled  down  in 
certain  dose  pariahes.  He  insisted  upon 
the  namea  of  those  j^Mwishea  being  given, 
in  whioh  the  Committee  supported  him, 
and  he  was  then  enabled  to  give  evidence 
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vhioh  upset  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  OenUeman's  witnesses  alt<^i:ffther. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  exceedingly 
Tend  fay  their  testimony,  and  refused  to 
hare  the  evidence  printed ;  bnt  on  appli> 
cation  b^ig  made  to  him,  the  S^teaker, 
with  his  Tunal  oonrtesy>  ordered  it  to  he 
printed. 

Uotion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  thme  b«  laid  before  this  Home.  Retariu 
ihowing  the  nninber  of  InhsUtsnts  utd  Inhabited 
Houses  in  eaeh  of  the  831  Agrienltnral  Parishes 
stated  as  having  decreased  in  honses  and  ioonssed 
in  popnlatioD  between  1851  and  1891,  in  each 
Censua  from  1801  to  1661  : 

And,  sliowing  what  ManQbotnres  or  Mines,  if 
aojr,  are  carried  on  or  worked  in  each  of  the  said 
parUhes,  if  tbe  Census  ocmtaiiu  sneh  infimnation." 
—{Mr,  Knight.) 

Kb.  C.  p.  YILLIEBS  observed,  that  he 
had  not  called  any  witnesses  on  the  occa- 
sion  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
whose  version  of  what  bad  occurred  in  the 
Committee -room  was  not  correct.  His 
great  objection  to  prodnoing  the  Returns 
was  on  uie  ground  of  the  expense. 

Ma.  ENIGHT  said,  he  should  divide 
the  House  upon  tbe  Motion. 

Mb.  C.  p.  VILLIEIIS  said,  that  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  postpone  bis  Mo- 
tion for  a  day  or  two  he  should  make 
inquiries  as  to  whether  tbe  figures  be 
wuhed  for  were  in  the  Poor  Law  Office. 

Mb.  knight  consented,  nuder  these 
circumstances,  to  pos^ne  his  Motion. 

Debate  ad/mmed  till  Tihmorrvw. 

Btnm  a^oonwd  at  a  onarter 
afkar  Twelve  o  dock. 


HOUSE  OF  LOBDS, 

TVmAiy,  Rhrtmy  38,  1865. 

HIMUTES.}— PcBUO  "RtLL—Seeottd  Beading— 
OiTil  Bill  Conrte  Prooedura  (Ireland)  A«t 
(1864)  AsMndment*  (16)  (Cnnmittee  nega- 
Hved). 

Their  Lordships  met :  And  having  gone 
throogh  the  Bosiness  on  the  Paper,  with- 
out Debate, 

Hoose  a^joiinied  at  a  quarter  past 
Five  o  oloek,  to  Thorsdajr  next, 
half  past  Ten  o  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
JWsnisy,  FOnuuy  38,  1865. 

MINUTES.]— SxLBCT  Cojotimi — On  Education 
appointed  {Litt  of  Committee,  p.  9M). 

Mr.  Knight 


METROPOLITAN  SEWAGE  AND  ESSEX 
RECLAMATION  BlLI^Sy  Order). 
SEOOin)  BSADIKO. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Sn  WnXIAK  BUSSELL,  in  moving 
that  the  KU  be  now  read  a  seeond  timi^ 
said,  that  file  Committee  whidi  sat  last 
year  on  the  sewage  qnestion  received  a 
large  amount  of  evidence,  and  several 
schemes  were  brought  under  their  notice. 
He  (Sir  William  Bussell)  sat  upon  that 
Committee,  and  after  carefully  investigat- 
ing the  whole  snbject,  the  conviction  at 
which  he  arrived  was  that  the  only  prac- 
tical scheme  was  the  one  which  proposed 
to  utilize  the  sewage  of  the  metropous  by 
by  gravitation  alone.  There  were  other 
schemes,  some  of  which  suggested  pnmping, 
others  the  use  of  tanks;  bat  the  evidenoe 
tended  to  show  that  wherever  pumps  bad 
been  used,  even  to  a  small  degree,  Uie  ex- 
penses had  been  so  enormous  tiiat  they  had 
to  abandon  this  plan  and  nltimately  reetnrt 
to  gravitation.  At  Croydon  they  lost 
£10,000  b J  the  use  of  tanks  and  other 
means,  and  at  last  had  to  reswt  to  gravita- 
tioa.  In  hia  ojnnion,  the  only  praotioal 
scheme  before  them  was  the  one  saQotioned 
by  the  UetropoUtan  Board  of  WoAa ;  and 
believing  this  be  appeared  in  this  House  to 
advocate  the  adt^tion  of  the  present  BiU. 
Ho  conld  not  but  believe  that  every  Mem- 
ber  of  the  House  was  fiiUy  impressed  with 
the  local  and  national  importance  of  this 
question.  It  was  locally  important  because 
it  had  become  necessary  for  the  health  of 
tbe  metropolis  that  some  measnres  should 
be  taken  for  removing  from  the  Thames, 
and,  if  possible,  for  utilizing  the  sewage. 
Formerly  it  used  to  pass  into  the  river  in 
di£^nt  parts  and  in  small  quantities,  and 
it  was  even  then  very  iiyurions;  but  it 
was  now  still  more  injurious,  because  it 
had  all  been  concentrated  at  Barking. 
After  having  spent  vast  sums  of  money  in 
connection  with  this  qnestion,  tbe  Metro- 
politan Board  had  now  brought  the  sewage 
down  to  Barking,  and  unless  steps  ware 
taken  to  carr^it  on  from  there,  and,  if 
possible,  to  utilise  it,  there  would  be  greet 
danger  and  injuiy  to  the  metropolis.  There 
should  be  no  delay,  it  was  abaolntely 
necessary  that  whatever  stepe  were  taken 
should  be  taken  at  once.  He  could  not 
commend  too  highly  tbe  noble  Lord  who 
presided  over  the  Committee  of  last  year 
(Lord  Bobert  Montagu)  for  the  put  he 
had  taken  and  for  the  Bill  he  had  intro- 
duced to  deal  with  the  general  subject  of 
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tha  pollution  of  riven.  The  metoq^oliB 
and  Uie  Thamei,  however,  fanned  a  di»- 
tinot  case  ftom  tiiat  of  oflier  paita  of  the 
ooantr7.  In  other  diatriots  ^ej  had  tiie 
proper  points  of  ontfall  to  determine,  the 
rights  of  fisheries,  and  nameroos  other 
questions  to  consider;  but  with  the  metro- 
polis  they  had  a  result  arrived  at,  and  this 
was  the  natural  and  necessary  corollary 
to  it.  The  Metropolitan  Board,  with 
the  ooncnrrence  of  the  City  of  London, 
had  deposited  the  whole  of  the  sewage  at 
Barking,  and  from  there  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  it  should  be  removed.  The 
eonaiderations  invidved  in  any  country 
case  did  not,  therefore,  arise  in  the  consi- 
deration of  the  metropolis.  In  judging  of 
this  question  there  were  three  points  to 
which  he  wished  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  House,  and  these  were  the  primary 
prinoiples  which  dioold  be  kept  in  view 
in  dealing  with  the  sewage  ctf  the  mete>- 
polis.  The  first  p<nnt  was  to  divert  die 
sewage  from  the  Thames ;  tiie  second  was 
to  render  it  innocuous  by  its  application  to 
growing  crops ;  and  the  third  was,  how 
they  were  to  realize  the  greatest  amount 
of  money  for  the  ratepayers  of  the  metro- 
polis, and  as  compensation  for  the  risk  of 
those  who  undertook  the  experiment.  He 
believed  no  one  disputed  the  necessity  of 
the  first  two  points.  The  scheme  now 
before  the  House  proposed  to  fulfil  all 
three  requirements,  to  remove  the  sewage 
from  the  Themes,  not  at  any  cost  to  t£e 
inhabitants  of  the  metropolis,  but  it  was 
proposed  that  the^  should  receive  half  of 
any  profits  that  might  arise.  If  the  scheme 
were  not  a  profitable  one  for  the  im>moters, 
at  any  rate  the  inhabitants  of  die  metro- 
polis would  be  gainers,  for  one  thing  woa 
certun — that  the  sewage  after  it  had  once 
left  the  Thames,  could  never  return;  it 
waa  carried  away  forty  miles,  and  then 
sent  into  tiie  sea  if  it  could  not  be  made 
profitable.  That,  he  considered,  must  fulfil 
the  first  requirement.  He  hoped  they 
would,  however,  see  it  used  most  profit- 
ably on  its  journey.  When,  therefore,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  were  told 
that  the  sewage  would  be  carried  forty 
miles  away  and  the  Thames  effectually 
purified,  and  that  this  was  not  to  be  done 
at  their  cost,  and  that  if  Hiere  was  any 
profit  they  were  to  receive  one-half,  he 
thought  Uiey  must  see  the  advantage  of 
this  scheme.  With  regard  to  the  second 
poin^  OS  to  rendering  it  innocuous  by 
utiliring  it  on  growing  crops,  the  sobeme 
now  before  the  House  proposed  to  make  a 
YOU  CLXXYII.   [THniD  sbrhs.] 


number  of  openings  in  the  large  culvert 
1^  which  it  wonhi  be  oarried  down  to 
Barking,  to  enable  &rmen,  if  willing  to 
take  the  sewage,  to  obtain  it.  Thia  plan 
would  command  an  area  of  80,000  acres, 
and  farmers  would  be  able  to  receive  it  in 
those  seasons  when  it  would  be  most  profit- 
able to  them.  The  great  di£Bonlty  of  the 
qneetiim  was  in  dealLig  with  the  everyday 
supply  of  the  other  seasons  of  the  year  to 
u^ze  that  and  make  that  profitable— -for 
the  House  must  remember  that  as  there 
were  10,000,000  cubic  feet  of  liquid  pass- 
ing down  the  ten-foot  culvert  every  day, 
provision  must  be  made  for  it  at  all  times, 
and  during  the  winter  when  the  farmers 
were  unable  or  unwilling  to  receive  it. 
Moreover,  during  wet  weather,  when  the 
farmers  vr&ee  unwilling  to  receive  it,  the 
supply  was  the  largest,  and  it  was  abao- 
lutuy  necessary  to  find  meana  to  utilize  it 
during  these  timea.  Thia  scheme  propoaed 
a  meana  of  utilizing  it  to  a  profit  duriujir 
that  period ;  and  that  was  by  employing  it 
in  converting  8,000  acres  of  sea  sand  into 
grass  land  similar  to  the  Craigentinny 
meadows  near  Edinburgh.  About  the 
necessity  of  the  first  two  requirements 
there  was  no  dispute— and  this  scheme, 
he  believed,  fully  satisfied  both  these — and 
the  only  point  was  the  third  one,  as  to 
how  they  were  to  realize  the  greatest  pos- 
sible money  value.  There  were  two 
methods  proposed.  The  one  proposed  by 
the  scheme  now  before  the  House,  and  the 
other  a  scheme  for  pumping  to  Hamp- 
stead,  Highgate,  and  Harrow,  and  btm 
there  using  tiie  hose-and-jet  system  over  a 
large  area — 500,000  aoes — which  scheme 
was  supported  by  the  authorities  of  the  City 
of  London.  Both  these  schemes  were  before 
the  Committee  of  last  year,  and  thw  wen 
most  carefully  investigated ;  and  he  thought 
it  was  pretty  clearly  shown  to  that  Com- 
mittee that  wherever  the  hose-and-jet  and 
pumping  systems  had  been  used  it  had 
been  found  so  enormously  expensive  that 
it  had  been  abandoned.  The  lato  Duke  of 
Northumberland  tried  it,  and  had  to  aban- 
don the  scheme  because  of  its  great  ex- 
pense. At  Croydon  they  found  the  gravi- 
tation system  the  only  profitable  one,  and 
they  are  now  realizing  a  lai^  return 
adopting  that  principle.  The  country 
traversed  by  the  culv^  proposed  in  this 
scheme  was  much  more  suitable  for  the 
purpose  than  that  selected  by  the  scheme 
of  the  City  of  iKradon.  There  would 
be  strong  objectiona  in  thiok^populated 
districts  like  Hampiteod  and-Snrrowv.to 
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make  the  open  gnmnd  then  a  reoeptaole 
for  the  sewage;  and  it  was  only  in  a 
thinly-populated  district  like  EsBez  that 
it  coold  be  used  without  exciting  oppo- 
sition. The  qneetion  now  was  whether 
the  largest  possible  sum  conld  be  obtained 
by  the  plan  before  the  House.  He  him- 
self belioTed  that  it  was  the  only  plan 
which  voald  realize  anything  whaterer. 
His  hon.  Friend  the  MemW  for  the 
City  (Ur.  Orawford)  proposed  that  the 
Bill  shonld  be  postponed  for  six  weeks  in 
order  to  obtain  farther  information  on  the 
Bnbject;  but  he  (Sir  William  Bossell) 
would  remind  the  House  that  there  had 
been  five  Committees,  two  Boyal  Commis- 
lixma,  and  twenty-seven  ottier  inquiries  on 
this  Bubjeot,  prododog  an  amonnt  of  eri- 
denoe  which  filled  ten  lai^  blue-booka  and 
forty  odd  pamphlets,  published  onder  aa- 
thonty.  ^eMetropoutan  Board ofWorks 
had  been  considering  the  sabject  for  years, 
and  they  had  oome  to  an  almost  unanimous 
deoimon  in  favoar  of  this  scheme.  If  the 
House  delayed  this  Bill  for  six  weeks  it 
wonld  be  virtually  throwing  over  the  sub- 
ject for  another  year.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  House  would  send  the  BiU  to  a 
C!ommittee  n|»tairs,  where  the  scientific 
and  other  evidence  on  the  aubject  oonld  be 
Ailly  investigated. 
IfK.  DOULTON  seconded  the  Kotion. 

Hotion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (iS^tr  William  RtuuU.) 

Un.  CRAWFOBD'aaid,  he  had  been 
requested  by  the  Corporation  of  the  C^ty 
of  Lmdon,  by  the  ratepayers  of  several 
wards  and  paiidies  in  the  City,  and  also 
by  several  ratepayers  without  the  City,  to 
move  that  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill 
be  pos^oned  witii  ipeoial  referenoe  to  the 
inquiry  of  the  Committee  to  be  proposed 
by  the  noble  Lord  the  Uember  for  Hun- 
tingdon (Lord  Bobert  Montagu).  This 
was  not  a  question  of  oontention  between 
the  Board  of  Works  and  the  City  of  London, 
as  had  been  alleged,  for  he  believed  the 
opposition  to  the  Bill  at  its  present  stage 
would  receive  the  support  of  several  re- 
presentatives of  metropolitan  constituen- 
oies.  He  hoped  the  House  would  consider 
that  this  was  a  qneetion  on  which  differ- 
ences of  opinion  might  fairly  exist,  and 
Thioh  might  he  reasonably  discussed, 
without  supposing  that  private  infln«icee 
or  privi^  feelings  aetnated  either  the 
City' of  London  or  tiie  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works  in  the  matter.  The  h<m.  Gmi- 
Sir  William  BrnteU  1 


I  tieman  who  moved  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  (Sir  William  Bussell)  deprecated 
tho  practice  of  intercepting  Private  Bills 
on  the  second  readine; ;  but  he  (Mr.  Craw- 
ford) believed  the  House  wonld  not  part 
with  the  opportunity  of  disonseing  impor. 
tant  principles  which  might  be  involved 
in  Private  Bills.  There  were  many  incon- 
venienoes  attending  an  inquiry  of  tiiis  kind 
before  a  Private  Bill  Committee.  In  the 
first  place,  the  conduct  of  the  business 
before  the  Committee  was  almost  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  professional  gentlem^ 
whose  object  was,  not  to  elicit  tiie  tath, 
but  to  achieve  a  victoiy  for  the  party  for 
whom  they  were  retained.  He  appre- 
hended, under  those  oircnmstanoes,  that 
where  matters  involved  impwtant  prinoi- 
pies  that  Hoose  and  not  a  Select  Craunit- 
tee  was  the  tribunal  by  whieh  tiaedemnon 
shonld  be  pronouneed.  His  htm.  fHend 
said  that  the  question  ttf  metropolitan 
sewage  and  the  plan  of  Messrs.  Hope  and 
Napier  had  already  been  sufficiently  dis- 
OTieeed.  Upon  that  point  various  differ- 
ences of  opinion  existed,  and  he  was  told 
that  one  -authority  of  the  highest  eminence 
in  all  matters  of  agriooltuial  chemistry — 
Baron  Liebeg  —  had  declared  that  the 
scheme  of  Messrs.  Hope  and  Napier  was 
visionary,  and  that  it  conld  not  be  attended 
with  any  profitable  result,  and  the  readers 
of  The  Standard  of  yesterday  would  be 
aware  of  a  second  letter  from  uiat  enunent 
man  eufbrcing  the  same  point.  It  was 
under  these  circumstances  that  he  asked 
the  Hxtuse  to  refer  tiie  examination  of  the 
prinuple  which  this  Bill  involved,  not  to 
four  Gentlemen  selected  because  they  were 
supposed  not  to  have  any  special  aoqnaint- 
anoe  with  or  intersst  in  ue  snlgeo^  but 
to  such  a  Committee  as  tlutt  which  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Huntingdon 
was  shortly  to  ask  the  House  to  appoint, 
where  the  whole  question  conld  be  tho- 
roughly discussed  without  the  interference 
of  gentlemen  whose  objeet  was  to  distract 
the  Committee  and  to  achieve  a  victory 
for  their  own  side.  The  conrse  which 
he  asked  the  House  to  take  was  not 
without  precedent.  The  othw  night  the 
House  refused  to  read  the  Liverpool  Licen- 
sing BiU  because  it  involved  an  impcntant 
principle  which  ou^t  not  to  be  referred 
to  the  decision  of  a  Prints  Committee. 
Again,  in  the  oaaetrf  the  ease  of  the  Wim- 
bledtm  Endosnre  Bill,  which  invtdved  an 
important  prinoiple  relative  to  ttie  open 
spaces  about  tiie  metropolis,  the  seoond 
leadinc  mm  postponed, 
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roferred  to  the  detenninBtion  of  the  Com- 
mittee which  WB8  Bubseqnently  moved  for 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Lambeth  (Mr. 
I^alton).  Seeing,  therefore,  that  thia 
qneatton  involTed  ooDBequeneei  of  the 
most  momentona  character  to  the  rate- 
payen  of  the  mebvpolii,  and  that  per- 
uaa  of  hi^  authority  thooght  that  the 
value  of  tiie  sewage  of  the  metropolis 
was  infinitely  larger  than  what  was  pro- 
posed to  be  given  in  the  Bill,  he  hoped 
the  House  woold  postpcme  it  in  the  mean- 
time. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the  Ques- 
tioa  to  add  the  words  "  upon  this  day  six 
weeks."— (Jfr.  Crauiford.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  TITE  said,  tiie  proposition  before 
the  Hooee  was  whether  thia  Bill  should  be 
read  a  second  time  and  sent  to  a  Committee 
upstairs,  and  he  idutuld  support  the  Motion . 
llie  question  of  the  utiliaation  of  the  aew- 
age  had  been  hmg  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Board  of  Works,  and  in  1862  they 
had  advertized  fbr  tenders  and  began  to 
oousider  various  plans  and  schemes;  but 
their  action  had  been  interrupted  by  the 
inquiries  instituted  by  the  House  in  the 
Committees  of  1863  and  1864.  The  matter 
lay  in  a  very  small  compass.  The  propo- 
sitions reported  upon  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Boaid  were  twelve,  but  they  finally 
culminated  into  two.  One  was  the  sug- 
gestion or  proposition  of  Mr.  Ellis,  and 
tiie  otho*  was  that  of  Messrs.  Hope  and 
Kapier.  In  1862,  ^he  latter  gentlemen 
had  taken  the  pains  and  gone  to  the  ex- 
pense of  iatrodneiDg  a  Bill  supporting 
war  system ;  but  Mr.  Ellis,  he  beUered, 
had  never  taken  any  steps  at  all  in  the 
matter.  'Die  qneation  was  a  very  simple 
one,  bat  it  turned  upon  very  grave  and 
important  questions.  Id  the  evidence  be- 
fore the  Committee  they  had  the  most  ex- 
traordinary difiTerenoes  of  opinion.  On  the 
one  band  it  was  said  that  it  would  require 
500,000  or  600,000  acres  to  utilize  the 
sewage  of  London,  amounting  to  the  enor- 
moos  quantity  of  80,000,000  gallons  in  the 
twenty-four  hours ;  a  very  eminent  gentie- 
man  on  the  other  side  stated  that  30,000 
acres  would  be  quite  sniBcieot;  and  the 
Committee  itself,  over  which  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  presided,  shrank  from 
coming  to  any  oonolusion.  In  the  mean- 
while the  Metropolitaa  Board  of  Works 
reKdved  to  judge  to  tiunaelvM,  wd  Chej 
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appointed  a  large  deputation,  whkh  vinted 
Kugby,  Croyden,  Cariisle,  and  other  plaoea 
where  sewage  had  been  ntiliied.  T\aisj 
fbund  that  the  mort  lOfioesafol  utilisation 
of  aewa^  waa  at  Craigentinny  meadows, 
near  Edinbuigji,  where  common  sea  sand, 
not  worth  3«.  an  acre,  was  now  rated  at 
£22.  The  'proposition  of  Messrs.  Hope 
and  Napier  involved  the  enclosing  of  a 
very  laige  extent  of  sand  in  the  ordinary 
way  of  embankment,  and  so  to  utilise  the 
sewage  over  that  sand.  The  Metropolitan 
Board  had  adopted  that  scheme,  for  this 
reason  amongst  others,  that  it  would  re- 
move the  sewage  fbrty  miles  further  down 
the  river,  to  the  ocean ;  whereas  Mr.  Ellis 
proposed  to  take  the  sewage  at  the  point 
whero  it  was  to  flow  into  the  Thames,  and 
pump  it  back  again  to  Hampstead  and 
Shooters  Hill ;  and  it  did  appear  to  the 
Metropolitan  Board  that  after  having  spent 
£4,000,000  in  taking  the  sewage  down 
to  the  river  it  would  be  inconsistait  to 
bring  it  back  again.  Witb  regard  to  the 
question  of  tha  value  of  the  aewage,  the 
Metropolitan  Board  had  aecnred  by-  an 
agreement  with  Messrs.  Hope  and  Kapia-, 
after  payment  of  5  per  cent  on  the  outlay, 
half  of  whatever  profit  might  accrue  from 
the  utilization  of  the  sewage,  and  there 
would  also  be  a  power  of  resuming  the 
right  conceded ;  whereas  Mr.  Ellis  pro- 
posed that  he  should  have  a  monopoly  of 
the  sewage  for  an  unlimited  period  in 
return  for  half  profits.  On  the  question 
of  the  value  of  tiie  sewage  vwy  different 
opinions  were  entertained.  Mr.  Bawlinson, 
one  of  the  principal  engineers  of  the  Oo- 
vemment,  told  the  Committee  point  blank 
that  no  money  value  could  be  obtained 
from  it,  and  that  anybody  embarking  in  a 
laige  speculntioB  that  kind  would  be- 
come a  bankrupt  He  (Ifo.  Tite)  oould 
not  say  whetiier  Mr.  Bawlinson  was  right 
or  wrong  in  his  opinion,  but  it  appeared 
to  the  Metropi^tan  Board  that  the  eneri- 
ment  might  be  more  reasonably  and  nirly 
tried  by  the  adoption  of  the  proposal  by 
Messrs.  Hope  and  Kapler  than  l^  the 
adoption  of  any  othw  scheme,  and  on  that 
ground  they  sopported  the  Bill.  Notwith- 
standing the  statement  of  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  City  of  London  (Mr. 
Crawford),  that  it  was  not  a  questi<m  aa 
between  the  Corporation  of  London  and 
tiie  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  he  feared 
that  it  was,  and  the  violent  way  in  which 
the  Metrop<4itan  Board  had  been  8p<^en  of 
was  oaloolated  to  lead  one  tMhink  that 
some  jeahmiy  ndat^l^  js^^^^^^C^W 
3ES  *^ 
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Board.  However,  if  the  Sill  went  before 
a  Committee  ups^irs,  that  matter  would 
be  properly  eifted,  and  the  Corporation  of 
Iiondon  iikve  a  loeut  ttandi  to  appear  be- 
fore that  Committee.  If  ihe  Bill  were 
poatpoiwd  six  weekfl,  it  was  quite  dear 
that  notiung  would  he  done  tiiis  year  in 
re&renoe  to  sewage.  "He  trusted,  there* 
fbie,  the  House  would  read  liie  Bill  a 
second  time,  and  allow  it  to  be  laid  before 
a  Select  Committee  in  flie  usual  way. 

Hb.  CA.ntD  said,  the  qu«tion  before 
the  House,  as  submitted  by  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Uember  for  the  City  of  London 
(Hr.  Crawford),  appeared  to  him  to  be 
this — whether  the  House  would  put  a  stop 
to  the  only  practical  soheme  that  had  yet 
been  submitted  to  any  Committee  of  that 
House  for  the  profitable  and  useful  disposal 
of  the  sewage  of  the  City  of  London.  The 
Committee  which  sat  last  year,  presided 
over  by  the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
Robert  Montagu)  had  censured  the  Ue- 
tropolitau  Board  of  Works  for  their  inac- 
tirity  in  not  taking  steps  for  utilizing  the 
sewage  of  London,  and  it  wfu  in  conse- 
qnence  of  the  passage  which  appeared  in  the 
BeportofthatCommittee,  animadverting  on 
the  conduot  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  this 
matter,  that  that  Board  at  last  made  great 
efforts  to  extend  their  iuTestigation  of  this 
subject,  the  result  of  whidi  had  been  the 
adoption  hy  them  of  the  measure  now  be- 
fore the  House.  The  first  question  whidi 
the  House  had  to  consider  in  connection 
with  the  sewage  of  the  metropolis  was 
how  they  were  to  get  rid  of  that  which 
had  become  so  dangerous  to  the  health  of 
the  people.  It  had  been  proved  in  eridenoe 
that,  owing  to  the  refiux  of  the  tide  and 
between  the  action  up  and  down,  the  whole 
progress  made  by  the  sewage  in  the  course 
of  twenty-four  hours  towards  the  sea  was 
but  one  mile.  It  thus  followed  that  from 
London  to  GraVesend,  a  distance  of  about 
thaty  miles,  they  had  thirty  days'  sewage 
going  baokwards  and  forwards  in  the 
Thames;  and  it  became  a  question  of  the 
greatest  necessity  fbr  the  House  to  consider 
in  what  way  they  could  entirely  rid  the 
river  of  that  abomination.  Now  the  Bill 
before  tiie  House  would  remove  the  sewage 
of  the  north  side  of  London,  entirely  out 
of  the  valley  of  the  Thames,  and  deliver  it 
into  the  German  Ocean  at  a  point  where 
it  conld  no  longer  prove  obnoxious  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  metropolis.  As  to  the 
question  of  the  value  of  tiie  sewage,  which 
was  of  very  great  importance,  whatever 
di&rent  opinions  there  might  be  among 
Mr.  TiU 
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such  eminent  chemists  as  Liebeg,  Lawes, 
and  ofiiers,  on  minor  points,  there  was  no 
difference  that  the  value  of  the  ingredients 
of  the  sewage  of  London,  as  compared  with 
the  value  of  guano,  was  something  under  2d, 
per  ton.  Mr.  Lawes  stated  that  he  should 
be  happy  to  pay  2d.  a  ton  for  the  use  of  this 
sewage  for  kta  form,  provided  he  could  get 
it  at  any  time,  and  only  in  such  quantify 
as  he  chose  to  take  it ;  but  that  he  would 
not  give  a  half-  penny  a  ton  for  it  if  he  woo 
obliged  to  take  it  at  every  season  of  the 
year,  and  in  quantities  tax  too  large  for 
the  uses  to  which  he  had  to  apply  it.  The 
necessity  of  having  to  take  it  during  the 
heavy  rains  of  winter,  when  the  lands 
were  saturated  with  moisture,  would  be 
an  injury  instead  of  being  a  benefit;  and 
that  was  the  point  upon  which  the  dif- 
ference had  arisen  a?  to  the  value  of  this 
article.  The  preponderance  of  evidence 
was  in  favour  of  the  application  of  sewage 
for  the  production  of  grass.  The  most 
successful  application  of  sewage  had  been 
made  at  a  place  near  Edinbui^h  referred  to 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Bath  (Mr.  Tite). 
I^iere  were,  however,  other  cases,  as  st 
Bugby,  where  the  conclusion  arrived  at  was 
Uiat  to  use  the  sewage  profitably  it  must  be 
supplied  at  the  lowest  cost  of  tronsmisnon. 
It  had  also  been  applied  at  Croydon  at  the 
rate  of  something  like  4,000  tons  an  acre, 
and  the  price  paid  for  it  was  £1  an  acre. 
At  Alnwick  when  the  late  Duke  of  Nor* 
thumberland  endeavoured  to  utilize  the 
sewage,  the  fanners  would  not  take  it. 
Another  point  was  the  necessity  of  provid- 
ing for  the  constant  and  increasing  supply 
of  the  sewage  of  city  like  London, 
which  exhibited  so  vast  an  increase  of  po- 
pulation annually.  Essex  had  the  advan- 
tage of  being  the  only  county  into  which 
the  metropolitan  sewage  could  be  carried 
quite  clear  of  the  valley  of  the  Thames 
until  it  reached  the  German  Ocean.  It 
was  also  the  least  residential  county  near 
London,  and  the  sewage  might  therefore 
be  conveyed  and  applied  with  the  least 
injury  to  the  population.  Otgeotions  had 
beion  made  to  ue  length  of  the  culvert 
through  which  the  sewage  would  have  to 

EBSs  on  its  way  down  to  the  sea.  The 
ingth,  however,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
great  advantage.  It  extended  between 
forirjr  and  fifty  miles,  having  on  each  side 
of  it  an  extensive  area  over  which  by 
gravitation  it  would  be  possible  to  extend 
tiie  useful  application  of  the  sewage  either 
in  small  doses  or  in  any  other  manner  found 
to  be  most  oAn^^^(^^^^ 
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ttiat  after  a  few  yean  rery  litUe  manare 
would  ever  reach  the  other  end  of  the  cul- 
Tert.  Itappeared  to  him,  without  at  present 
ezpresaisg  any  opinion  on  the  Bill,  that 
the  proposal  of  the  promoters  to  deduct 
8  per  cent  for  the  interest  of  their  money 
before  any  part  of  the  profits  was  divided, 
was  fair  and  moderate.  He  wished  he  could 
■ee  as  good  and  as  usefol  a  scheme  pro- 
posed for  the  south  side  of  the  Thames  as 
this  for  the  north.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  allow  tiie  Bill  to  go  before  a  Com- 
mittee, so  that  it  might  be  folly  oonii- 
ridered  on  its  engineering  and  financial 
merits.  He  eoold  not  help  bearing  his  tes- 
timony to  tiie  Taloable  serrioes  of  tiie  noble 
Xord  opporite  (Lord  Robert  Uontagu), 
and  the  perseverance  with  which  he  had 
conducted  this  question.  If  it  had  not 
been  fbr  the  nobw  Lord's  Committer  and 
the  decision  to  which  they  had  come,  the 
Honee  would  not  now  have  before  it  this 
nsefiilBill. 

LoBD  ROBERT  UOirrAOXT  said,  the 
real  difficulty  in  the  case  this — that 
they  had  deputed  to  two  different  bodies 
the  performance  of  one  and  the  same  func- 
tion. It  was  for  this  reason  that  they  had 
only  one  seheme  before  them,  which  they 
must  either  accept  or  reject.  They  had 
told  the  Ketropolitan  Board  of  Works 
that  the  sewage  was  tiieirs  to  gire  away ; 
but  they  had  not  giren  them  the  neces- 
sary powers  to  carr^  out  the  works ;  they 
had  to  come  to  Parliament  for  these.  And 
it  was  not  worth  while  for  mj  promoter 
to  go  to  the  expense  of  making  snrreys 
and  coming  before  Parliament,  unless  the 
Uetropolitaii  Boud  bad  conceded  the 
sewage  to  him.  Cnueqnently  the  Board 
had  acted  as  a  mere,  and  had  strained 
oat  every  promoter  and  erery  sdieme  ex- 
cept one,  and  they  were  saying  to  Uessrs. 
Hope  and  Napier,  ""We  cannot  g^ve  you  the 
power  to  carry  out  the  work,  but  we  will 
allow  no  other  promoter  except  you  to  go 
before  Parliament  in  order  to  obtain  tiiose 
powers."  The  oonoession  of  the  sewage  was 
in  their  hands ;  they  had  given  it  to  the  pro- 
moters  of  this  Bill,  who  had  made  a  surrey, 
and  were  now  before  the  House.  The 
House,  therefore,  had  no  opportunity  of 
choosing  any  scheme  which  might  be  more 
advantageous  to  the  metropolis.  With 
reqiect  to  the  rivalry  on  the  part  of  the 
City  Corporation  which  had  been  alluded 
to,  he  must  express  his  firm  conviction 
tint  no  snob  rivalry  existed.  The  object 
of  the  hon.  Uemberforthe  Oity(Mr.  Craw- 
find),  as  well  ai  of  the  hon.  and  learned 


Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlefi  (ICr.  Ayr- 
ton),  was  to  eoiuider  all  sohemes  for 
utilizing  the  sewage  of  London,  so  that 
the  ratepayers  might  receive  the  greatest 
value  for  their  manure.  How  was  it  that 
the  tfetropolitan  Board  of  Works  had  so 
pertinaciously  fixed  on  the  only  scheme 
which  had  been  placed  before  the  House. 
This  scheme  had  been  quite  Protean  in  its 
varied  aspects.  At  first  it  came  out  as  a 
plan  for  reclaiming  20,000  acres  of  quick- 
sands in  the  German  Ocean.  It  then  had 
for  one  of  its  features  the  utilization 
of  the  sewage  over  12,000  acres  in  Essex, 
before  it  reached  the  quicksands.  Now 
the  sewage  was  to  be  spread  over  no  less 
than  105,000  acres  of  good  land  in  Essex; 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Stirling  (Mr. 
Caird)  seemed  to  doubt  whether  the  sewage 
would  ever  reach  the  sands  at  all ;  he  was 
of  opinion  that  it  woold  be  exhausted  on 
the  land  before  it  could  arrive  at  the  sea. 
The  reclamation  of  thesands  was  thwefore 
now  less  relied  upon  than  ever.  Thia 
was  oertainly  a  great  improvement  on  the 
scheme  which  had  before  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Board.  It  had  been  gradu- 
ally more  and  more  assimilated  to  the 
sohemes  which  had  been  rejected.  But  he 
(Lord  Robert  Montagu)  did  not  regard 
the  scheme  as  yet  perfect.  It  would  pro- 
bably appear  to  the  Committee  that  t^ere 
were  other  plans  superior  to  it,  and  which 
would  bring  in  a  larger  income.  In  the 
first  place  the  oulvort,  he  thought,  was 
placed  too  near  the  river.  It  was  like 
a  ooast  railway.  Besides,  the  culvert  was 
of  enormous  length ;  it  would  almmt  reach 
from  London  to  Hastings.  In  the  second 
pkce,  it  had  been  admitted  by  Kr.  . 
Thwaitee  that  the  sewage  conld  only  be 
ntiUzed  npon  that  land  in  Essex  during 
fire  mmt^  in  tiie  year,  and  that  during 
seven  months  of  the  year  it  would  have 
to  run  into  the  Thames  as  it  did  now. 
This  he  stated  to  the  Committee  in  answer 
to  Questions  S09  to  326.  How  was  it, 
then,  that  the  Board  of  Works  had  so 
pertinaciously  fixed  upon  this  scheme? 
The  Metropolitan  Board  had  doubtless  felt 
that  they  would  have  placed  themselves 
in  a  very  absurd  position  if,  after  spend- 
ing £5,000,000  to  take  all  the  sewage 
of  the  vast  metropolitan  area  to  the  east, 
they  had  allowed  a  company  to  spend 
£5,000,000  more  to  conduct  it  back  to 
the  west.  He  thus  accounted  for  the  obsti- 
nate support  which  the  Metropolitan  Board 
had  always  given  to  a  scheme  which 
posed  to  ieike  the  sewage  fiApnles  farther 
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mat — nameljt  to  the  Uaplin  Qnickaands, 
and  osred  not  whether  it  were  utiUaed  on 
105,000  eons,  or  on  12,000  aoree,  or  on  no 
lend  at  all  betreen  London  and  the  Qniok- 
aaada.  The  sewage  of  the  nOTth  ^de  of 
London  ought  to  have  bem  used  cm  the 
land  on  the  north  mdeby  gravitaticm;  and 
the  sewage  of  the  west  in  the  same  way 
upon  the  west  side.  Jn  this  way  only 
the  sewage  of  the  lowest  lerel  wonld  have 
had  to  be  pnmpedf  and  a  Tast  expense 
wonld  have  been  saved.  He  could  not, 
however,  admit  that  the  Metropolitan  Bourd 
had  shown  any  harry  in  dealing  with 
this  question.  Bo  late  as  1864  Mr.  Thwaites 
stated  in  answer  to  Questions  249,  294, 
398,  349,  352,  that  Hhe  Board  had  not 
yet  considered  the  Talae  of  the  sewage 
which  they  had  to  sell,  nor  the  proper 
extent  of  area  over  which  it  diould  be 
utilised ;  moreover  liie  Board  had  not  op 
to  that  time  visited  a  sin^  town  where 
the  sewage  was  ntiUied.  The  Board  bad 
gone  to  Tariona  towns  last  November,  at 
the  very  wcnnt  tame  of  year  for  judging  of 
the  effects  of  the  sewage,  and  had  reported 
that  which  every  one  elae  had  known  be- 
fore. He  thought  it  very  desirable  to  send 
this  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee,  beoauae 
he  believed  that  some  plan  might  be 
adopted  greatly  preferable  to  the  present 
scheme  in  a  financial  point  of  view. 

Mb.  ATRTON  trusted  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  City  (Mr.  Crawford)  would  not 
press  his  Motion  to  a  division.  It  was 
impossible  for  the  Hoose  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  the  sewage  of  London  on  that 
oocassion — it  had  only  to  consider  how  it 
oould  deal  practically  with  the  Bill,  and 
he  submitted  that  it  should  appoint  what 
was  called  "  a  hybrid  Committer"  some 
of  the  Members  bmng  sdeoted  on  aoooont 
of  their  special  taste  for  sewage  questions, 
tiie  othwB  being  appointed  in  the  ordinary 
manner  of  Qentlonen  who  where  porfeotly 
dirintnested  and  hnpartial.  Sooh  a  Com- 
mittee as.  that  he  proposed  in  the  Amend- 
ment of  which  he  had  given  notice  would 
form  the  beet  possible  tribunal  to  which 
to  refer  the  subject,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
itwould  arrive  at  satisfisctory  results.  If 
they  were  to  have  any  real  practicd  in- 
quiry, the  sooner  the  better,  and  he  thae* 
fors  objected  to  the  proponl  of  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Crawford)  to  postpone  the 
•eeond  reading  for  six  weeks.  Without 
going  into  the  merits  of  the  question,  he 
trusted  the  House  would  adopt,  aa  it  had 
done  in  other  similar  cases,  uie  «dy  prao- 
tieal  way  of  wwldng  out  tiie  iol^eeti  and 
LordBobtrtMonUigH 


th^  mig^t  then  hope  to  airive  at  a  oon- 
closiai  wUoh  would  be  sati^ujtory. 

Mb.  *Tt.«>»,>»  B08£  denied  that  this 
waa  a  question  between  tiie  City  of  Lon- 
don and  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Worbs^ 
as  alleged  by  the  non.  Member  for  Bath 
(Mr.  Tite).  It  was  a  question  whioh 
concerned  the  ratepayers,  whom  the  M&> 
tropolitan  Board  had  an  unlimited  power 
of  taxing.  It  had  been  alleged  by  soien- 
tifio  men  that  this  sewage  was  a  most 
valuable  commodity,  and  the  Metropolitan 
Board,  in  their  wisdom,  had  taken  a  great 
deal  of  time  to  determine  what  was  the 
fit  and  proper  mode  of  dealing  with  it. 
But  that  ^liberation  seemed  now  to  be 
compensated  \xj  their  excessive  hurry  in 
deciding  upon  a  contract  which  was  to 
shut  up  this  question  for  a  period  of  fifty 
^ears.  What  he  ai&ed  for  was  farther 
inquiry;  and  that  not  for  the  City  of 
London,  but  for  thoae  who  were  paying 
£4,000,000  of  money  to  whioh  they  had 
be^  rated,  to  carry  oat  a  system  of  drsin- 
age  now  incomplete,  inasmuch  as  the  low- 
level  sewer,  which  was  to  be  the  principal 
channel  by  which  the  system  was  to  be 
carried  out,  had  only  jnst  been  b^un.  A 
short  delay,  therefore,  with  respect  to  a 
Qoheme  which  one  of  its  supporters  had 
stated  to  be  moat  chimerical  would  not  be 
unreasonable.  [Mr.  Caied  :  I  called  it  a 
problematical  sdbeme.]  Well,  then,  sup* 
pose  this  problematical  scheme  were  to  get 
half  way  through — suppose  the  sewi^ 
had  been  carried  half  way  down  to  £e 
Maplin  Sand^  and  then  they  were  induced 
to  pump  back  again  a  commodity  which 
Baron  Liebeg  and  other  great  authorities 
had  stated  to  be  ao  vahiable^  what  would 
be  thought  of  it?  He  waa  of  (pinion 
that  the  ^nae  on^tto  take  Bome  tune  to 
oonaider  the  plan. 

Un.  COWFEB  submitted  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  London  had  not 
made  out  such  %primd  faewoaaeaa  would 
induce  tiie  House  to  depart  from  the  or- 
dinary  course  of  referring  the  Bill  to  a 
Committee.  Though  the  hon.  Member 
had  only  proposed  a  delay  of  six  weeks, 
that  plight  be  taken  to  mean  six  months, 
and  in  fact  the  year  would  be  entirely 
lost.  The  matter  was  one  of  the  most 
pressing  importance.  The  main  aewers 
would  be  soon  completed,  the  northern  uid 
middle  levels  might  this  year  pour  th«r 
contents  into  Barking  Creek,  and,  there- 
fore, what  our  odsting  state  of  knowledgfl 
showed  to  be  beat  ought  to  be  done  at  eneo;. 
In  boi,  the  Metnqpolituk  ^wcd,  instead 
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of  having  piuhed  the  matter  too  rapidly^ 

hail  delayed  it  too  long.  There  Tag  strong 
primd  facie  evidence  in  &Tour  of  the  Bill. 
First  of  all,  inatead  of  the  sewage  heing 
poured  out  into  the  river,  where  it  would 
be  returned  by  the  tides,  it  provided  for 
its  bein^  carried  much  farther  down — it 
would,  in  fact,  be  conveyed  into  the  Ger- 
man Ocean.  And,  in  the  next  place, 
proviaion  was  made  to  prevent  waste, 
because  it  was  proposed  to  distribute  the 
sewage  on  the  way  for  agrioultural  pur- 
poses. Whether  &e  proposed  method  were 
profitable  or  not,  at  all  events,  the  main 
object,  that  of  removing  the  sewage  from 
the  vioinity  of  London,  would  be  attained. 
What  the  House  wanted  was,  that  this 
matter  shoold  be  fully  and  carefully  in- 

a aired  into  by  a  Committee;  but  as  to 
le  details  of  the  measure  the  House 
was  not  called  upon  to  expKps  an^ 
opinion.  It  appeared  to  him  that  if 
the  measure  proposed  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Hember  for  the  Tower  Hamlets 
were  adopted,  it  would  exactly  meet  the 
views  of  the  House.  He  hoped  that  the 
hon.  Hember  for  the  City  of  London  would 
withdraw  his  opposition  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  Bill  should  be  referred 
to  a  Committee,  such  as  tiiat  suf^sted  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Oentleman. 
Hn.  NOBRIS  said,  that  the  whole 
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question  of  the  utilization  of  the  sewage 
was  beset  with  difficulties  and  unootaiQ- 
ties.  There  wen  many  plans  proposed, 
and  he  altcwetimr  olgeeted  to  this  House 
being  tied  &wu  to  tibe  consideration  of 
one  plan  and  no  other.  He  ht^ed  the 
House  would  refiiae  to  read  the  ISSSX  a 
second  time  at  present. 

Ma.  CBAWFOBJ)  said,  he  would 
withdraw  his  Uotion  on  the  understand- 
ing that  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets 
should  be  accepted. 

Sib  WILLIAM  BUSSELL  also  said, 
that  he  was  willing  to  acoeptit. 

Amendment  by  leave,  iwfjUinnm; 

Uein  Question  put,  and  agnei  to ; 

Bill  lead  2«,  and  emauUtd  to  a  Seleot 
Oommittee  of  Ten,  half  to  be  nominated 
hy  the  Hons^  and  half  by  the  Committee 

of  Beleetion. 

Ordered,  Th»t  it  be  an  Inatmotlon  to  the  Oom- 
mittee on  the  BUI,  to  ioqnire  Into  the  moit  niefdl 
sod  profitable  meuia  of  disposing  of  the  MeUo- 
p<riitMi  Sewsge  oa  tbe  north  side  of  tbe  Thaows. 


UlLITIA.  TRAVELLING  ALLOWANCES. 

anssnoH. 

Sib  HE;NBT  8TRACEY  said,  he 
wished  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  Whether  the  Royal  War- 
rant of  2Ut  November,  1864,  giving  the 
Officers  of  tbe  Army  when  travelling  with- 
out troops  the  following  allowances  — ■ 
namely,  General  Officers,  20t.;  Field  Offi- 
cers, 15i. ;  and  Captains  and  Subalterns, 
\0$.  per  diem — applies  in  like  manner  to 
Officers  of  Militia,  no  intimation  to  that 
effect  having  yet  reached  them  } 

The  MAEftHBss  of  HARTINaTOBT  said, 
in  reply,  that  the  Warrant  referred  to  by 
the  hoD.  Baronet  did  not  apply  to  Miiiti« 
Officers,  whMO  allowances  were  fixed  ao- 
cording  to  the  Militia  Regulations.  K'o 
Circular  issued  from  the  War  Office  Jbr 
tile  government  of  Officers  in  the  Army 
applied  to  Militia  Officers  unless  there  waa 
a  special  direction  to  tba{  effect. 

THE  HERRING  FISHERY  (SCOTLAND.) 

Mb.  H.  BAILLIE  said,  he  would  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  he  had  received  a 
communication  from  Mr.  Caird  in  Novem- 
ber last  respecting  a  close  time  for  Her- 
rings in  Scotland,  and  whetiier  any  steps 
have  been  taken  in  the  matter,  and,  if  so, 
what  steps  ? 

SiB  GEORGE  OBEY,  in  rraly,  said, 
he  had  received  a  letter  fkvm  Mr.  Caird 
as  Chairman  of  the  Eisbery  Commission, 
and  he  had  oommnnioated  with  the  Lord 
Advocate,  who  would  give  notice  of  a  Bill 
to  carry  out  tiie  reoommendationa  of  the 
CommiaiioD. 

THE  SLATE  TRADE.— ftUESTION. 

Mb.  CAYE  said,  he  wished  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, Whether  the  atteotion  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  has  been  drawn  to  th  e 
debate  in  the  Spanish  Senate  on  the  23r  d 
of  last  month,  on  the  question  of  declar- 
ing tbe  Slave  Trade  piracy,  and  whether 
any  Instructiona  have  beoa  sent  to  Her 
Majesty's  Minisiw  at  Madrid  on  the  aub- 
ject? 

Mb.  LAYABD,  in  reply,  said,  the  at- 
tention of  the  Government  had  been  called 
to  this  debate,  and  they  rejoiced  to  find 
that  there  were  Spaniah  statesoMn  who 
were  alive  to  the  enormooa  evils  which 
resulted  iSn»n  the  continnaooa^rf  the  i 
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trade  in  Caba,  and  that  theee  Btatesmen 
were  willing  that  some  means  should  be 
adopted,  if  possible,  to  pat  an  end  to  the 
slave  trade  in  that  island,  and  check  the 
praotioe,  unfortonately  too  common  in  that 
conntrv,  of  connivanoe  on  the  part  of  the 
Spanish  authorities.  The  Government  had 
entered  into  e<Hnmnnication8  with  the 
Spanish  Oomnment  (m  the  nilgeot 

COURTS  OF  OOHHON  LAW  (IRELAND.) 
arssnoK. 

Ub.  BTJTT  said,  he  wished  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  Whether  it  is 
intended  in  the  present  Session  to  act  on 
the, recommendation  of  the  Common  Law 
and  Chancery  Commission,  by  introducing 
a  Bill  to  amend  the  practice  and  procedure 
of  the  Irish  Courts  of  Common  I^w  ? 

Sib  EGBERT  PEEL  said,  in  reply, 
that  at  present  the  Government  had  two 
Law  Bills — one  in  the  Lords  and  the  other 
in  this  House — and  it  would  not  be  con- 
venient to  introdnoe  a  tiiiid  measure  at 
the  present  mommt 

EDUOATION— 
MOTION  »>&  A  8KIACX  COUCHTEB. 

Sm  JOHN  PAKINGTON:  Sir,  I  rise 
to  move,  pursuant  to  notice,  for  a  Select 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  Constitution 
of  the  Committee  of  Conntil  on  Ednoation, 
and  ihe  system  under  which  the  bmdness 
of  the  offloe  is  conducted.  I  feel  bound  to 
imevinthe  present  Sesdon  tiie  Motion 
I  made  last  year,  in  the  shape  of  an 
Amendment  to  a  Ifotion  fbr  another  Com- 
mittee^ and  again  to  make  an  appeal  to 
the  Government  and  the  House  whether 
the  time  has  not  arrived,  when  they  ought 
to  consider  the  present  consUtution  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education,  aud 
whether  it  is  such  as  to  enable  it  satisfac- 
torily  to  discharge  the  important  duties 
devolving  upon  it.  In  making  this  Ifo- 
tion, I  think  it  only  respectful  to  the  House 
to  state  what  are  uie  objects  which  I  have 
in  view,  and  what  objects  I  have  not  in 
view.  Neither  in  the  observations  I  now 
address  to  the  House,  nor  in  the  proceed- 
ings before  the  Co*nmittee  I  pn^fme  to 
appmnty  have  I  a^  deure  to  re-open  the 

Jpestions  of  the  Bevised  Code,  or  of  the 
nspecton'  Beports,  or  of  the  Endowment 
IGnnte,  or  any  othw  of  the  variooa  mat- 
ters connected  with  the  education  of  the 
people,  which  have  from  time  to  time  been 
the  subjects  of  discussion  and  debate  in  this 
House.  I  have  two  objects  in  view,  and 
two  only.   The  first  is  looh  a  le-organixa- 1 


tion  of  the  Department  intrusted  with  the 
superintendenoe  of  tiie  education  of  the 
people,  as  may  mske  it  better  adapted  than 
it  is  now  for  uie  important  functions  it  has 
to  perform.  My  second  object  is,  that 
this  Department,  ^if  it  is  to  be  re-oi^anized 
—  as  I  Chist  it  is— will  be  so  constituted 
88  to  carry  oat  that  which  now  it  does  not 
even  attempt— namely,  to  extend  the  as- 
sistance now  given  for  educational  pur> 
poses,  which  goes  now  only  to  the  more 
favoured  and  nuwe  wealthy  districts  whidi 
now  enjoy  the  benefits  of  national  aid,  to 
the  wh(de  of  England.  I  am  not  aware 
that  there  has  ever  been,  in  tiie  whole 
range  our  system  of  government,  any 
Department  of  the  State  at  all  organized  on 
such  principles,  and  in  such  a  manner  as 
this  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
now  is.  In  my  opinion,  the  organization 
of  that  Department  is  so  defective,  both  in 
principle  and  theory,  that  it  is  open  to 
very  grave  objections,  and  that  it  cannot 
possibly  act  with  that  degree  of  effloiency, 
and,  above  all,  with  that  sense  of  respon- 
'  sibility,  which  we  have  a  right  to  expect 
in  every  Department  of  the  Executive.  It 
is  very  true  that  at  present  we  have  three 
Departments  governed  by  what  are  called 
"  Boards."  Wisely,  we  have  lately  got  rid 
of  a  fourth  Board,  nameW,  the  Board  of 
Control — but  we  have  a  Boaurd  of  Admi- 
ralty, a  Board  of  Trad^  and  a  Fon  Law 
Board.  Not  one,  however,  of  those  Boards 
— wheflier  they  are  in  themselves  good  or 
not— not  one  of  them  affinrds  any  preoe- 
doit  for  such  an  establishment  as  ttie  Com- 
mittee of  Council  on  Ednoation.  The 
Board  of  Admiralty  has  a  responsible  Mi- 
nister at  its  head,  and  although  the  Board 
acts  as  a  Board,  every  member  of  it  is 
charged  with  some  duty  immediately  con- 
nected with  the  Department  to  which  he 
belongs  ;  he  is  not,  as  we  find  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  of  Education,  a  Member 
of  the  Government,  charged  with  other 
most  important  duties  of  a  totally  different 
character.  Bo  with  regard  to  Uie  Board 
of  Trade ;  the  constitution  of  that  Board 
has  been  frequently  objected  to,  and  was 
considered  ratiier  as  a  warning  to  be 
avoided  than  an  example  to  be  followed. 
We  see  in  this  House,  for  instanoe,  tiie 
President  and  the  Tice  President  of  the 
Board,  sitting  side  by  side,  equal  in  rank, 
equal  in  salary ;  and  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  difference  between  them,  except  that 
one  occasionally  speaks  and  the  other 
never  does.  But  the  Board  of  Trade, 
although  open  to 
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conducted  by  two  Uembran  of  the  QoTeni- 
ment  of  equal  rank,  still  v»  not  open  to 
those  objeetiona  which  attach  to  the  con- 
duct of  a  great  pablio  Department  bj 
means  of  a  Boaid.    I  iememb«r  that  in 
the  Committee  vhidi  inqoired  into  the 
coniHtntion  of  the  War  Department,  the 
late  Sir  James  Graham  said  that  the  only 
manner  in  which  yon  oonld  manage  a 
Board  snooessfbUy,  was  to  make  it  as  on- 
like  a  Board  aa  possible ;  and  in  the  Board 
of  Trade,  although  I  beliere  there  are 
high  officers  of  State  members  of  that  body 
they  never  take  any  part  in  the  conduct  of 
its  boBinesB.    So  witii  regard  to  the  Poor 
Law  Board,  we  have  that  Department 
extremely  welt  conducted.   And  why? 
Because  the  business  of  that  office  is  in- 
trusted to  the  sole  management  of  a  single 
If  inister,  the  President  of  the  Board — he 
is  not  enonmbered  by  the  assistance  of  a 
Vice  President  on  an  equal  footing  with 
himself ;  and  although  in  that  office,  as  in 
the  Board  of  Trade,  there  are  certain  high 
officers  of  State  who  are  theoretically  mem- 
bers of  the  Board,  tiiey  never  interfere 
with  tSie  Krendent,  or  take  any  part  in 
Poor  Law  bosmesa.   Therefore  flie  Pora 
Law  Board  finms  no  precedent  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  Edncation  Depart- 
ment is  conducted,  and  it  is  practi<MdIy, 
though  not  theoretically  free  from  the 
objecttons  I  have  stated.    In  the  year 
1856  Lord  Oranville,  who  was  then, 
as  he  is  now.  President  of  the  Council,  ac- 
ceded in  a  manner  which  was  highly 
appreciated  by  myself  and  others,  to  a 
wish  repeatedly  expressed  in  this  House 
that  the  management  of  the  public  educa- 
tion should  be  intrusted  to  some  Minister 
qieciall^  responsible  for  that  Department ; 
and  he  introduced  a  Bill  to  create  the  £du- 
catiou  Department  as  we  now  find  it.  But 
I  beg  to  state  that  when  Lord  Oranville, 
in  1856,  created  the  Edncation  Depart- 
ment in  the  shape  in  which  it  now  stands, 
he  by  no  means  met  the  wishes  eilher  of 
myself  vc,  I  beUeTe^  of  other  Gentlemen 
who  niged  the  i^ointment  of  an  Ednoa- 
tion  Uinister.   The  object  I  for  one  had 
in  view  in  urging  that  appointment,  and 
the  object  also,  I  believe  of  others,  was 
that  the  great  duty  of  superintending  the 
various  branches  connected  with  the  De- 
partment of  Education  should  be  intrusted 
to  some  one  responsible  Minister— some 
Minister  who  should  be  regarded  as  a  State 
officer  of  high  authority,  who  should  have 
the  sole  oonduot  of  that  Department,  and 
solely  reajMHUtblc^  who  diould  devote  hia 


time  and  energy  to  its  duties,  and  who 
should  himself  be  a  member  of  the  Cabinet. 
That  was  the  intention,  I  believe,  of  aU 
those  who  at  the  time  advocated  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Minister  of  Education,  and  wedid 
not  by  any  means  oontem^te  tiiat  that  ob- 
ject would  be  gained  1:^  an  arrangement  bo 
unsatisfiiotory  as,  I  venture  to  think,  ia 
the  mere  addition  of  another  officer  v£  the 
Privy  Council  to  the  Department  as  it  id- 
ready  existed.  And  here  let  me  remind 
the  House  who  are  the  parties  that  consti- 
tute the  Committee  of  Council  on  Educa- 
tion. They  are  the  Lord  President,  the 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
the  Foreign  Secretary,  the  President  of  the 
Poor  Law  Board,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  the  Yice  President  of  the 
Committee.  Now  I  do  not  wish  to  speak 
with  any  disrespect  of  those  high  function- 
aries, but  it  appears  to  me  nothing  lesa 
than  absurd  to  suppose  that  statesmen  in- 
trusted witii  these  offices  can  have  time 
and  leisure  to  give  assistance—which  as- 
sistance onght  not  to  be  required — to  those 
who  fill  t^  offlk»  of  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  CoimciL 
In  this  case  it  is  not  the  fact,  as  in  the 
Poor  Law  Board  and  the  Board  of  Trade, 
that  these  statesmen  are  merely  nominally 
members  of  the  Committee  of  Council,  and 
that  they  never  attended  its  sittings.  On 
the  contrary,  we  see  from  time  to  time  in 
the  newspapers  that  they  do  attend, 
that  they  do  come  down  to  the  Education 
Office  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings ;  and 
if  my  memory  does  not  deceive  me,  the 
day  18  not  long  past  on  which,  when  it  was 
supposed  that  a  very  important  practical 
question  was  at  issue,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exdiequer  and  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  did  come  down  to  assist  in  the 
delibraatione  of  the  Committee.  H^e 
Chajtcbliob  of  the  Exohxqubb:  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Trrasnrr  was  present]  I 
mention  the  name  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiral^  advisedly,andIdonot  remember 
theFiiatiiordof  theTreasorybdngpreeeut. 
Now,  I  have  some  experience  of  the  office 
of  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  duties  of 
that  office  are  sufficient  to  occupy  all  his 
time  without  taking  any  part  in  the  deli- 
berations of  any  otiier  Board.  Of  course, 
in  all  Departments  of  the  State  there-will 
arise  questions  of  gravity  with  regard  to 
which  the  Cabinet  will  hAve  to  give  advice 
and  to  exercise  control ;  but  I  cannot  think 
that  it  IB  deaixable  there  eho^  be  this 
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deaoriptioa  of  Gatnnet  within  the  Cabinet, 
the  only  praetioal  nralt  of  which,  in  my 
opinion,  u  to  remove  th^  zentonnbili^ 
imdw  which  that  Department  ci  the  State 
on^ht  to  be  etmdnetea.  Vitii  these  viewa, 
it  u  a  aatiafiwtion  to  me  to  find  that  I  by 
no  means  stand  alone  in  my  opinion.  When 
Lord  Orannlle  introdaoed  the  Bill  of  1856 
a  debate  arose  on  the  second  reading  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  some  of  the  most 
eminent  statesmen  of  all  parties  in  that 
House  stated  upon  that  occasion  their 
strong  and  decided  objections  to  the  plan 
adopted  in  the  Bill.  I  always  thought, 
and  I  still  think,  that  the  Goremmentof 
1866  made  a  Tory  great  mistake  in  not 
availing  themselres  of  the  opportunity  of 
placing  the  Department  of  Education  on 
an  entirely  new  and  more  appropriate 
footing.  Will  the  House  allow  me  to 
repeat  the  langnage  then  used  by  Lord 
Derby  f   The  noble  Bail  said— 

"It  IbatfoM  liadarriTsd  Ar  eturring  r  rMpon- 
iflile  MtiatUr  with  tbs  dntiM  of  uitruotiOD,  it 
iftpeued  to  him  wall  worthy  of  ooiuiderstion. 
whether  it  would  not  bo  weU  to  sapenede  the 
FriTjr  Conncil  altogether  in  this  nutter,  and  to 
hmre  a  Minister  as  the  head  of  a  Department  who 
■honld  hare  no  other  duties  to  perfOTm,  and  who 
ihoald  be,  in  respmtnbU  nir  the  ednoation 
of  the  people." — [8  Santard,  oxl.  815.] 

Lord  Ellenborough  spoke  exactly  in  the 
same  sense.   He  said — 

**If  Omj  wished  to  ban  a  Departmaot  w^ 
oondnotod  thir  should  rather  plaoe  it  in  the  bands 
of  one  than  WT  two  ministers,  however  ahle ;  and 
he  oertunly  did  hope  that  this  KU  vis  Intended 
to  delegate  all  the  duties  oonneeted  with  Edo- 
•atlon  ■abstaotlally  to  the  one  offioer  who  was  to 
represent  the  Board  in  the  Hoose  of  Oonunons. 
It  was  quite  enough  -work  for  one  man,  and  that 
work  would  never  be  well  done  until  it  wu  con- 
fided to  one  man  only."— [8  Scauard,  oxl.  819.] 

Earl  Grey  exprened  a  similar  (minion.  He 
df^recated  the  constitution  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Oonnoil;  he  deprecated  the  di< 
Tiding  of  the  responnbilily  between  the 
President,  the  Vice  President,  and  a  num- 
ber of  other  offloers  of  State,  who  oonld 
not  be  auppoeed  to  have  leianre  to  take 
aiijr  aotiTe  ^vt  in  the  duties  of  an  office 
whiflh  more,  almost,  than  any  other  was 
deroted  to  matters  of  detail  that  required 
oonstuit  attention  to  enable  any  man  to 
be  oonrersant  with  them.  Lord  Monteagle 
nioke  strongly  in  the  same  sense.  When 
the  Bill  came  down  to  this  House  there 
was  not  much  discussion  ;  but  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  took  occasion  to 
make  a  speech  in  which  he  expressed 
sinular  views  to  those  of  Lord  Derby  and 
the  other  Hembera  ^the  House  of  Lords 
Bit  JMm  PMngtvn  I 


to  whom  I  have  referred.  The  pnrpmrt  of 
his  language  was  that  the  proposed  con- 
stitntion  ^  the  Education  Department 
was,  to  a  certain  extent,  analogonB  to  that 
of  the  Board  of  Trade;  that  so  &r  as  it 
reseml^  that  Board  it  waa  bad,  and  waa 
following  one  of  the  worst  constituted 
Departments  of  the  State.  While  these 
objections  were  steted  by  men  of  eminence 
on  constitutional  grounds  to  the  method 
on  which  the  education  was  formed,  let 
me  call  attention  to  the  practical  opinion 
of  the  man  who  perhaps  more  than  any 
other  must  be  regarded  as  a  good  judge  of 
the  working  of  the  Department — I  mean 
Ur.  Lingen,  who  has  for  many  years  been 
the  most  active  and  able  Secretary  of  the 
Department.  He  gave  his  evidence  before 
the  Commisdon  of  which  the  late  lamented 
Dnke  of  Kewoastle  waa  the  hrad.  He 
■ud^ 

'•  I  think  that  if  7«a  w«r«  to  ftDow  ort  the 
present  system,  with  Its  loeal  and  dsDominational 
anbdirtsion,  and  with  its  detuled  approprialaons, 
it  would  break  down  at  its  centre  onless  you  pro* 
Tided  a  mooh  greater  estaUisbment  than  ritber 
Parliament  or  the  country  would  be  wUUof  In  tbo 
long  ran  to  agree  to." 

Hr.  Chester,  another  hig^  authority,  gava 
evidence  to  Vaa  same  ^ect  before  tho 
Commisrion.  With  this  weight  of  autho- 
rity against  the  present  constitution  of  the 
Board,  I  know  of  no  authority  upon  the 
other  side,  and  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
answer  that  can  be  made  to  these  objec- 
tions. The  only  answer  I  ever  heard  waa 
that  this  Committee  of  Council  was  never 
intended  to  superintend  the  whole  educa- 
tion of  the  country.  I  remember  Lord 
John  Russell  stating  in  this  House,  when 
the  Committee  of  Council  was  established 
in  1839— at  a  time  when  the  annual  Vote 
for  education  did  not  exceed  £30,000 — I 
remember  Lord  John  Bnasell  stating  upon 
that  ooeaaimL  that  it  was  not  inten&d  the 
Gonnoil  should  snpetintend  tiie  whole 
edoMtion  of  the  oonntry.  But  I  must 
decline  to  accept  such  a  statranent  as  that 
as  an  authori^  at  the  present  moment. 
It  is  too  late  to  meet  objections  to  the 
oonstitntion  of  the  Department  by  saying 
it  is  not  intended  to  educate  the  whole  of 
the  country.  I  say  that  it  ought  to  be  so 
intended ;  and  it  is  now  too  kte  to  give 
any  such  answer.  We  are  now  every 
year  voting  a  very  large  sum  of  money — not 
less  than  irom  £700,000  to  £800,000^ 
for  the  education  of  the  people;  and  I 
think  no  one  will  contend  that,  raised  as 
that  anm  is  from  taxes  paid        pmia  of 
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the  oountry,  it  ought  to  he  expended  for 
the  benefit  of  one  portion  only.  I  contend 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Education  De- 
partment to  consider  that  they  are  acting 
for  the  whole  eonntty,  ana  that  they 
ought  to  eudeavoar  to  extend  ednoation  to 
the  whole  ooontry.   And  if  If  r.  lingen  is 
ri|^t — and  I  beUoTe  him  to  he  right — 
tlutt  the  Department,  constituted  as  it  now 
is,  must  he  held  to  be  unequal  to  that 
duty,  Ur.  Liogen  fbrnisheB  me  with  the 
strongest  possible  argument  to  prove  that 
the  present  conntitution  of  the  Department 
is  defective  and  insufficient.    But,  if  the 
constitution  of  the  Department  is  theo- 
retically objectionable,  do  we  find  that  in 
the  practical  working  of  it  there  is  any- 
thing to  reconcile  us  to  its  theoretical 
defects?   On  the  contrary,  without  in- 
tending in  the  slightest  degree  to  make 
any  otrjeotion  to  the  manner  in  which  dif- 
ferent right  hott.  Gentlemen  have  fulfilled 
the  duties  of  the  office,  I  must  say  I  think 
there  has  been  something  in  mo  way  in 
whioh  the  bnriness  has  heea  oradooted 
that  renders  it  ver^jr  deniable  that  Boms  I 
ehaoge  shoidd  be  introduoed.   I  think  it 
is  impossible  to  deny  that  throughout  the 
lengUi  and  breadth  of  the  oountry  a  feel- 
ing of  great  dissatisfaction  and  distrust 
has  arisen  with  regard  to  the  mode  in 
whioh  the  Department  is  administered. 
I  remember  having  said  last  year,  and  I 
now  repeat,  that  those  complaints  have 
arisen  not  so  much  from  any  fault  on  the 
part  of  the  Ministers  who  have  held  office 
in  the  Department  as  from  the  defective 
constitution  of  the  Department  itself.  As 
one  illustration  of  the  unsatiafactory  work- 
ing of  the  Department,  I  will  refer  to 
what  took  place  in  the  case  of  the  Ee  vised 
Code.   I  do  not  mean  to  enter  into  a 
diaoiuami  of  the  Bevised  Code.   I  betieve 
that  £]»  moat  other  Codes  it  eontatned  a 
good  deal  to  be  approred  of  and  a  good 
deal  Uiat  was  objeottonaUe,   But  I  allude 
to  it  now  as  an  illuBtration  of  the  working 
of  the  Department.   I  believe  that  a  very 
general  suspicion  exists  in  the  public  mind 
—and  I  must  oonfess  that  I  share  in  that 
Bospiaion— that  the  Berised  Code  was  not 
framed  so  much  with  a  view  to  improve 
or  extend  the  education  of  the  people  as 
with  a  view  to  diminish  the  amount  of 
the  annual  grant-    And  I  find  that  it 
succeeded  in  that  object.  In  the  year  1 863 
the  grant  amouoted  to  £840,000;  it  was 
nduoed  in  the  following  year  to  £800,000 ; 
and  last  Tear  it  was  only  £705.000;  show* 
ing  a  zednctioa  of  nearly  £140,000  in  the 


course  of  the  three  years.  I  am  not  an 
advocate  of  any  lavish  expenditure  of  the 
money  voted  by  the  House  for  the  pro- 
motion of  education ;  but  I  have  always 
felt  persuaded  that  we  must  hare  extra- 
vagant expenditure  mate  or  less  so  long  as 
the  Deparbnent  is  oentralixed  as  this  is, 
for  the  centraliKation  of  a  Department  is 
sure  to  lead  to  more  or  less  of  extravagance. 
I  will  not  enter  into  an  examioatiou  of 
the  question  whether  that  £140,000  has 
been  saved  judiciously  and  without  injury 
to  the  education  of  the  people — if, it  has 
been,  I  admit  that  it  ought  to  have  been 
saved — but  I  deny  that  you  ought  to  have 
diminished  the  grant ;  on  the  contrary, 
I  maintain  that  so  long  as  you  have  a 
large  portion  of  the  people  deriving  no 
benefit  from  the  money  voted  by  the 
House  for  the  promotion  of  education, 
your  doty  was  to  have  expended  those 
£140,000  in  the  neglected  districts  of  the 
countiy.  I  will  give  another  illustrataon 
of  the  wfffking  of  the  Committee  of  Oonnoil 
derived  bom  tiiat  mueh  disputed  anl^eot 
— the  "  ocmsoienoe  cUnse."  ICy  opinions 
upon  that  subjeot  are  well  known,  and 
I  am  not  now  about  to  ent«r  into  any 
disottsrion  as  to  whether  the  conscience 
clause  was  or  was  not  a  good  enactment. 
But  every  one,  whether  he  approves  of 
the  clause  or  not,  will  admit  that  it  was 
founded  on  a  principle  of  the  greatest 
importanoe ;  and  I  must  say  that  I  think 
the  Education  Department  would  have 
done  better  if,  before  they  proceeded  to 
enforce  that  olan&e  on  the  managers  of 
schools,  they  had  submitted  it  to  Parlia- 
ment, and  taken  the  opinion  of  Parliament 
upon  the  subject.  I  do  not  say  there  was 
any  intention  of  doing  wrdng  by  the 
manner  in  which  the  clause  was  adopted 
and  acted  upon ;  but  I  think  that  it  was 
a  very  serious  mistake  to  adwt  it  without 
otmsttltii^  Fariiament ;  and  I  will  Air- 
ther  and  say  that  my  firm  opinion  is  Out 
if  there  had  been  a  real,  resp<ninble,  sole 
Uinister  at  the  head  of  the  Department, 
he  would  never  have  brought  that  oen- 
soienoe  clause  into  operation  in  the  manner 
that  has  been  done.  I  would  say  the 
same  thing  with  regard  to  the  Endowment 
Uiuute  —  also  a  matter  of  the  fiirst  im- 
portance. I  will  not  now  discuss  that 
subject — right  hon.  Friend  near  me, 
will,  I  beheve,  soon  give  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  it.  But  surely  no 
responsible  Mini't^*'  would  ever  have  in- 
troduced so  great  a  change  as  that  in  the 
manner  in  whioh  it  was  doiie-?^  duuige 
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aflboting  not  less  than  between  28,000 
and  29,000  ednoational  endowments,  large 
and  Bmall,  mread  over  the  eoantnr.  Bj 
a  Minute  of  only  seven  words,  laid  in 
silence  upon  the  table  of  the  Honae,  a 
change  was  made  in  the  manner  in  which 
education  was  asHisted  in  connection  with 
that  Tast  number  of  endowments.  It  is 
very  true  tliat  during  one  month  it  was 
competent  to  any  hoa.  Member  of  this 
House  to  raise  objecdons  to  that  Mi- 
nute ;  but  I  Bay  that  is  not  the  way  in 
which  a  public  Department  ought  to  e£feot 
80  great  a  change;  and  I  believe  that  if 
there  had  been  a  responsible  Minister  he 
would  have  introduced  it  in  a  very  diffe- 
rent and  a  far  more  public  manner.  The 
last  instance  I  will  give  of  what  Z  r^iard 
as  tiie  defectiTe  working  of  this  most  oh- 
jeotionably  oonatitated  Department  relates 
to  that  la^  ^rtion  of  the  country  which 
is  now  nnasButed  hj  onr  public  grants. 
And  here  I  leave  to  thank  the  right 
hon.  GenHeman  opposite  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Committee  of  Council  for  the 
statement  he  introduced  into  tiie  Report  of 
the  Committee  last  year  with  regard  to 
the  number  of  unassisted  parishes.  When 
I  say  I  thank  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  I 
am  bound  to  add  that,  under  the  present 
constitution  of  the  Committee  of  Council, 
I  cannot  feel  sure  whom  I  ought  to  thank 
or  whom  I  ought  to  blame  far  anything; 
and  it  is  only  by  inference  I  presume  I  am 
to  thank  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  that 
very  valuable  information.  I  attribute  it 
to  him  because  it  appears  in  the  first 
Beport  that  bears  his  siguature,  and  be- 
cause we  had  not  befbre  been  ftaTnished 
with  a^  intelligence  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion. It  is  a  statement  which  divides  the 
parishes  of  England  into  fbnr  groups,  the 
first  comprising  parishes  with  a  j^pulation 
of  above  5,000 ;  the  Beo<nid,  parishes  with 
a  population  between  1,000  and  fi,000; 
the  third,  parishes  with  a  population 
between  500  and  1,000 ;  and  the  fourth, 
parishes  with  a  population  under  500.  I 
find  that  in  the  first  of  these  groups  there 
are  53  unassisted  parishes ;  in  the  seooud, 
1,006;  in  the  third,  1,969;  and  in  the 
fourth,  7,996 ;  the  general  result  being 
that  out  of  this  whole  15,000  parishes  in 
England  there  are  not  less  than  11,024 
receiving  no  advantage  whatever  from  the 
large  grants  annually  made  by  Parliament 
for  the  promotion  of  education.  I  cannot 
aeoertain,  with  equal  aoonrat^,  what  is  the 
population  of  this  large  m^ority  of  our 
parishes.   I  am  ready  to  acbnit  that  that 
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m^ority  of  parishes  contains  a  connder- 
aUe  minority  of  the  populaixon.  The  only 
iray  in  whioh  I  can  oome  to  any  conclusion 
in  the  matter  is  by  ^viding  the  aggregate 
population  of  each  group  by  the  number 
of  the  parishes — of  course,  I  can  in  that 
way  only  arrive  at  an  approximation ;  but 
the  result  is,  that  there  are  6,000,000  of 
people  in  these  11,000  parishes  who  derive 
no  benefit  whatever  from  our  annual  Votes 
for  education.  Surely  this  shows  a  state 
of  things  which  requires  some  attention 
from  this  House,  and  that  the  Department 
is  such  as  gives  us  no  confidence  that 
they  can  carry  out  the  education  of  the 
whole  country.  I  think  we  have  lately 
had  a  remarkable  proof  of  this  fact,  for 
within  the  last  few  days  the  r^ht 
hon.  Gentleman  qppodte  has  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House  a  new  Ifinute  pro- 
posing to  enable  oomlonations  of  two 
and  not  more  tium  six  parishes,  having 
small  schools  near  to  each  other,  to  have  a 
certificated  teacher  between  them.  But  to 
whom  are  we  indebted  for  this  proposal } 
Why,  we  are  indebted  for  it  to  the  pub- 
lic suggestion  of  a  well-known  and  most 
benevolent  lady.  Miss  Bnrdett  Contts.  All 
honour  to  Mus  Burdett  Coutts  for  the 
suggestion  she  has  made,  which  only  adds 
another  to  the  long  list  of  her  noble  deeds. 
I  feel  much  obliged  to  her  for  it ;  but  what 
are  we  to  say  for  the  Committee  of  Privy 
Council  ?  What  are  we  to  say  for  the 
Education  B^wrtmeut,  which  has  been 
slumbering  in  inaction  for  the  last  twen^- 
six  years,  leaving  all  this  laige  district  of 
England  to  take  care  of  itself?  At  last 
it  ooeurred  to  them  to  do  something  for 
these  n^leeted  distzicti;  but,  after  all* 
the  scheme  was  not  one  of  thor  own 
discovery— it  vras  st^gested  to  tiiem  by 
this  benevolent  lady  that  in  this  way  they 
might  do  sometiiing  to  deal  with  the 
neglected  districts.  I  think  I  could  not 
adduce  a  stronger  proof  of  the  necessity 
of  some  reform,  in  order  to  make  the  De- 
partment efieotive  for  the  objects  for  which 
it  was  instituted.  In  the  Bisport  to  whioh 
I  have  referred,  it  is  stated  with  somethiog 
like  tutw»  simplicity  that  they  have  no 
power  to  oombine  parishes.  With  r^ard 
to  the  merits  of  Uiss  Burdett  Coutts's  ang- 
gestion,  I  think  there  are  localities  in 
which  it  mm  be  a  very  available  plan ; 
but  I  own  I  think  a  for  more  valuable 
plan,  if  carried  out,  would  be  to  group 
paridiee  together  which  had  no  good 
BohooL  It  woidd,  no  doubt,  be  a  ques- 
tion of  the  aisa  of  thei&^itrishee.i  la 
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some  cases,  perhaps,  Uisa  Bnrdett  Goatts's 
plan  wonld  be  best;  in  others,  oomblnmg 
two  or  three  parishes  for  one  school 
would,  perhaps,  be  more  effective.  Bat 
the  right  hon.  Gentieman  says  he  has  no 
power  to  combine  these  pansfaes.  I  am 
quite  aware  he  has  no  power  to  combine 
parishes ;  but  why  has  he  not  ?  I  say 
if  yon  had  a  vigorous  and  effeotire  Mi- 
nister at  the  head  of  the  Department,  he 
would  hare  sought  and  obtained  the  power 
to  combine  these  parishes  years  and  years 
ago ;  and  it  ought  not  to  naTe  been  left 
to  tlte  rig^t  hon.  Gentleman  to  complain 
that  he  has  not  power  to  oombine  pazuhes 
for  this  poipoae.  If  yon  hsd  resorted  to 
local  Botton  or  done  anything  la  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Boyal  CWmission,  you  would 
not  have  had  to  put  this  paragraph  in  the 
Beport— that  you  have  no  power  to  com- 
bine these  parishes.  Before  sitting  down 
I  wish  for  a  moment  to  allude  to  the 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem< 
ber  for  Berkshire  (Ur.  Walter),  who  in- 
tends to  move  an  addition  to  Ihe  Motion 
with  which  I  shall  conclude.  I  am  bound 
to  say  I  think  there  are  very  few,  if  any. 
Members  of  this  House  who  are  better 
entitied  to  an  active  part  in  this  interest- 
ing subject  of  education  than  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Berkshire ;  and  if 
it  had  not  been  that  I  was  aware  of  bis 
intention  this  Session  to  move  for  a  Com- 
mittee to  consider  tiie  subject  of  the  pro- 
posed Amendment  I  should  myself  have 
included  it  in  my  Ifotion  in  temt  nearly 
identical  with  tiiose  used  by  my  hon. 
Friend.  But  when  I  fonnd  he  intended 
to  introduce  the  subject,  and  when  he  in- 
timated to  me  at  the  beginning  of  the  Ses- 
sion that  he  wished  to  move  the  words 
not  as  a  separate  Motion  but  in  the  shape 
of  an  Amendment,  I  gave  my  distinct  as- 
sent to  the  addition  which  he  proposed  to 
make.  But  I  trust  he  will  understand, 
and  the  House  will  understand,  that  in 
assenting  to  that  addition  I  do  so  in  the 
full  sense  of  the  words,  and  not  with  any 
intention  or  view  of  carrying  ont  any  one 
particular  plan,  but  with  the  desire  that 
the  Committee  may  consider  any  mode 
by  which  that  most  desirable  object  of 
"extending  the  benefits  of  Government 
inspection  and  the  ParUamentary  grant  to 
schools  at  present  unassisted  by  the  State" 
may  be  oatried  into  eflbet  I  tnut  the 
Government  will  agree  to  the  Motion  with 
which  I  now  conclude,  and  to  the  addition 
pro^Kwed  by  my  hon.  Friend,  earnestly 
hopug  that  the  remit  may  be  to  extend 


the  benefits  of  the  to  all  portions  of 
the  kingdom. 

Motion  mad^  and  Qoestion  proposed, 

"That  a  Seleot  Oommittee  be  appointed,  to 
inqnire  into  the  OontUtntion  of  the  CommittfO  of 
Connoil  od  Edaoation,  and  the  ijttem  nndw 
wMoh  the  buinew  of  (he  idBoe  is  eondneted."— 

{Sir  /oAn  PaHngion.) 

Mb.  WALTEB,  who  had  given  notice 
to  move  an  Amendment  to  add,  "and 
also  into  the  best  mode  of  extending  Uie 
benefits  of  Government  Inspection  and  the 
Parliamentary  Grant  to  schools  at  present 
nnaasiBted  by  the  State,"  said :  I  rise,  Sir, 
to  move  the  Amendment  which  stands  in 
my  name  to  the  Motion  of  my  right  hon. 
Fnend  who  has  just  sat  down.  It  was 
my  original  wish,  and  probably  would, 
in  some  respects,  have  been  more  satisfac- 
tory to  the  House  that,  instead  of  a  branch 
of  inquiry,  my  Motion  should  have  formed 
the  substance  of  a  separate  reference.  But 
it  appeared  to  me,  considering  the  extra- 
ordinary pressure  of  business  at  this  time 
of  the  year,  that  I  should  scarcely  suc- 
ceed in  inducing  the  House  to  grant  two 
separate  Committees  to  be  worHng  toge- 
ther at  the  same  time  on  two  branches  of 
the  subject  of  education ;  and,  therefore, 
seeing  the  Notice  given  by  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet the  Member  for  Devonshire  (Sir 
Lawrence  Falk)  for  the  grouping  of  small 
parishes  into  disbiots,  I  thought  no  time 
was  to  be  lost^  end  the  best  thing  I  conld 
do  was  to  confer  vith  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  and  see  if  I  conld  persuade  Mm 
to  adopt  my  Amendment  as  an  addition  to 
his  Motion.  He  was  kind  enough  to  sig- 
nify his  assent,  and  1  have  beeu  given  to 
understand,  I  believe  on  the  best  autho- 
rity, that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  offer  any  oppo- 
sition to  this  branch  of  the  inquiry  being 
undertaken  by  the  Committee.  If  that 
be  so,  I  have  to  thank  them  by  anticipa- 
tion for  this  act  of  courtesy,  and  I  diall 
endeavour  to  repay  it  by  abstaining  from 
any  lengthened  argument  or  statement  of 
my  own  views,  except  so  far  as  to  notioe 
some  objections  which  have  lately  been 
raised  to  them.  I  shall  best  discharge  my 
duty  by  stating  very  shortiy  the  reasons 
which  led  me  to  take  the  coarse  I  now 
adopt  as  the  most  proper  for  myself  to 
propose,  and  most  deserving  the  sanction 
of  the  House. 

I  shall  begin,  if  the  House  wOl  allow 
me,  by  recapitulating  very  briefly  the 
history  of  the  system  down  to  the  present 
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reamns  for  moving  for  a  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  best  mode  of  extending 
it.  I  ask  the  Honae  to  be  bo  good  as  to 
bear  in  mind  one  thing — as  to  the  use 
that  may  be  made  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
ooBsion  of  the  tenns  trained  teacher/' 
and  "  certificated  teacher."  They  are  not 
conrertibie  terms,  but  totally  distinct  and 
ind^endent  of  each  other.  Some  persons 
are  very  apt  to  confound  tiiem  for  the 
purpose  of  throwing  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  tiiose  who  entertain  views  similar  to 
what  I  hold.  But  the  House  will  bear  in 
mind  that  the  two  things  are  quite  dis- 
tinct A  "  trained  mastw"  does  not  neoes- 
saxily  imply  the  poaseasionof  a  oertifieate; 
and,  on  the  other  band,  a  "oertificated 
master"  does  not  necessarily  imply  that 
be  has  been  brought  up  at  a  training  col- 
lege. I  also  beg  to  observe  that  in  con- 
formity with  the  views  which  my  right 
hon.  I^end  has  expressed,  I  have  studi- 
ously framed  my  Amendment  in  terms  so 
extensive  as  to  embrace  any  proposal 
.which  has  for  its  view  to  extraid  inspec- 
tion and  grants  to  unassisted  schools ; 
for,  though  I  do  not  lose  sight  of  the 
views  I  have  expressed  on  other  occasions, 
I  think  any  other  plan — suoh  as  that  of 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Devon* 
shire — should  be  included,  with  a  view 
to  see  which  is  the  most  practicable  and 
most  likely  to  meet  the  object  we  all  have 
in  view. 

'  I  may  remind  the  House  that  during  a 
period  of  fourteen  years,  from  1846  to 
1659,  the  efibrts  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment—that Mtoblishment  as  it  defines 
itoelf,  which  administers  the  sum  annually 
voted  by  Parliament  towards  the  education 
of  the  country — were  chiefly  confined  to 
creating  and  paying  for  certain  teaching 
machinery.  There  were  no  capitation 
grants,  except  to  a  very  limited  extent, 
during  the  whole  of  that  period.  During 
fourteen  years  a  sum  of  nearly  £4,000,000 
in  round  numbers,  was  distributed  by  that 
esteblisbment  for  educational  purposes, 
and  ei^nded  in  the  following  manner : — 
On  pupil  toaohers  about  £1,400,000  ;  on 
school  buildings,  £1,000,000;  in  the  aug- 
mentation of  nlaries  of  oertifioated  teach- 
ers, £400,000;  upon  training  coU^es, 
£400,000;  and  towards  the  building  of 
normal  colleges,  £160,000;  making  in 
all  £3,350,000,  besideB  tiie  establishment 
charges.  That  was  the  way  in  which  Uie 
mnney  was  spent  during  the  fourteen 
years  between  1 846  and  1 860 — all 
<m  the  machinery  trf  teadiiiig.  About 
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I860,  the  House  will  remember,  people 
began  to  entertain  some  mi^vings  as  to 
the  results  of  all  this  expensive  and  la- 
borious machinery,  and  a  Commission  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  actual  con- 
dition of  the  assisted  schools.  The  Com- 
missioners reported,  among  other  things, 
that  they  had  overwhelming  evidence  that 
not  more  than  <me-foiirth  of  the  children 
educated  at  these  schools  received  a  good 
education.  They  also  reported  that  the 
tame  had  arrived  when  an  efibrt  should 
be  made  to  hold  out  farther  induoementi 
to  masters  to  educate  their  scholars  to  a 
certain  standard.  Partly  in  consequence 
of  Uut  Bepm%  and  still  more,  I  believe 
in  consequence  of  the  overwhelming  trou- 
ble in  which  the  Department  found  itself 
involved  through  having  to  look  after  an 
army,  as  these  30,000  to  40,000  school- 
masters and  pupil-teachers  were  termed 
by  my  hon.  Friend  the  late  Vice  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  Lowe)  the  Government  deter- 
mined to  abandon  the  principle  of  pro- 
viding and  paying  for  the  machinery  of 
education,  and  to  concentrate  all  Uieir 
assistance  under  the  name  of  the  capita- 
tion grant — a  grant  which  was  to  be  made 
to  the  managers  of  schools  chiefly  on  the 
principle  of  results.  When  I  sot  "  chiefly," 
I  do  so  for  the  purpose  of  mowing  uat 
I  do  not  loee  sight  the  foot  that  one- 
third  was  paid  for  attendance — a  plan 
which  I  bweve  to  be  unwise,  accept  in 
the  case  of  children.  The  remaining  two- 
thirds  of  the  grant,  however,  were  cer- 
tainly paid  on  the  proof  of  results  in  read- 
ing, writing,  and  arithmetic;  because  if 
you  deduct  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
grant  when  those  resnlto  are  not  fortii- 
coming,  and  give  it  when  they  are  found, 
you  certainly  make  that  payment  for  re- 
sulta.  That  is  the  system  at  present  in 
vogue — and  I  wish  the  House  to  bear  in 
mind  its  practical  effect  upon  a  proportion 
of  the  schools  which  receive  asastanoe 
from  the  country.  The  grant  is  essentially 
confined  to  town  schools  and  large  parishes; 
for,  whatever  the  reason  may  be,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  practically  it  has  been  found 
impossible  to  bring  the  grant  within  the 
reach  of  small  country  schools,  and  to  that 
foot  I  would  partieulariy  call  the  i^toition 
of  the  House.  In  the  Bqtort  of  last  year 
my  hon.  Friend  the  present  Tioe  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  H.  A.  Bruce)  laid  before  tbe 
House,  in  a  tabular  form,  the  resnlto  of 
the  administration  of  tiie  grant  as  regards 
four  difierrat  classes  of  parishes.  From 
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616  pariifaet  with  upwards  of  5,000  in* 
habitants,  giving  a  total  population  of 
10,772,623,  and  of  these  panshes  H  per 
cent  were  withoat  an  annual  grant.  The 
next  class  of  parishes  were  those  whose 
population  number  less  than  5,000  and 
more  than  1,000.  Of  these  parishes  there 
are  2,624,  containing  a  population  of 
5,250,000,  and  of  these  38*3  per  oent 
were  without  the  grant.  The  next  table 
showed  that  there  were  2,874  parishes, 
containing  less  than  1,000  and  more  than 
500  inharatanta,  giving  a  total  popnlataon 
of  3,017,81S»  and  of  these  68|  par  oent 
were  without  the  grant  The  finmh  dasB 
inoladed  the  parishes  with  less  than  500 
inhabitants,  and  showed  that  out  of  8,761 
parishes,  containing  a  total  p9pulation  of 
nearly  2,000,000,  91-2  per  oent  were 
without  the  grant.  I  do  not  know  what 
could  be  the  object  of  drawing  up  the 
table  unless  it  was  intended  to  show  how 
very  large  a  proportion  of  the  population 
received  the  annual  grant ;  but  if  you  add 
tt^ther  the  three  last  columns — in  other 
words,  separate  those  parishes  containing 
a  population  of  more  than  5,000  inhabi- 
tants frcMn  those  which  have  less— you 
will  find  that  out  of  14,259  parishes,  with 
a  population  of  9,291,170  inhabitants,  66 
per  osnt  are  without  the  grant.  This 
being  the  ease,  I  tiiink  it  was  not  un- 
rewmable  if  I  or  any  other  Member  sug- 
gested that  this  state  of  things  oug^t  not 
to  continue,  and  that  some  plan  should 
be  devised  for  bringing  tiie  rural  schools 
within  the  readi  of  the  annual  grant.  As 
the  House  will  recollect,  I  proposed  in 
1863,  and  in  the  following  year,  a  Reso- 
Intion  which  would  have  had  the  effect  of 
extending  the  Parliamentary  grant  to  all 
schools  which  should  satisfy  the  require- 
ments of  the  Inspector,  without  enforcing 
the  provision  far  the  employment  of  cer- 
tificated masters.  My  view  of  the  ques- 
tion was  not  adopted  by  the  House,  though 
the  Motion  was  lost  in  the  former  year  by 
only  a  small  majnity ;  and  I  have  thought 
it  better  on  the  present  occasion  to  request 
the  Hotwe  to  empower  the  Committee 
moved  for  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
John  Fakington)  to  deal  with  any  scheme 
which  might  oome  befiwe  them  for  their 
ooiuideration.  It  has  bean  the  praotiee 
of  the  Department  to  ignore  the  merits  of 
these  unuristed  schools,  and,  witii  a  view 
to  show  that  they  are  unworthy  of  support, 
instances  have  been  addnoed  in  this  House 
of  schools  krot  in  garreto  and  tumble- 
down hovels  by  one-armed  or  cme'l^ged 


ma8t«n.  That  species  of  alignment  is 
what  I  now  wish  to  dispute.  As  the 
result  of  some  examination  into  the  ques- 
tion, I  believe  I  am  in  a  position  to  show 
that  there  are  a  great  many  schools  in 
this  country  entitied  in  ev^  respect  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  grant,  but  which  are  never> 
theless  unable  to  do  so,  in  conseqnenee 
of  not  employing  certificated  teachers. 
If  the  House  will  allow  me,  I  will  quote 
from  two  or  three  letters  which  I  have 
received  &om  diocesan  Inspectors  whom 
I  have  ctmsolted  upon  this  ratgeot,  and 
it  will  be  seen  that  I  have  not  over* 
stated  my  case.  I  will  b^^  witii  a  re- 
markable instanoe.  I  have  a  letter  from 
the  Bev.  Robert  Hey,  incumbent  of  Bd- 
per,  and  Prebendary  of  Lichfield.  This 
gentleman  has  been  diocesan  Inspector 
of  Schools  for  ten  years,  in  the  rural 
deanery  of  AKreton,  Derbyshire,  and  has 
annually  inspected  about  twenty -four 
schools.  He  has  been  for  the  same  period 
general  secretary  to  all  the  rural  deans 
of  Derbyshire,  nineteen  in  number.  He 
states  that  out  of  218  schools  fully  re- 
ported in  his  last  Beport  to  the  Bishop. 
173  are  pronounced  to  be  "very  good." 
or  "good;"  thirty  "moderate;"  fifteen 
"bad;"  the  whole  of  the  173  would,  in 
his  opinion,  be  able  to  earn  grants  under 
the  Bevised  Code,  and  satisfy  its  require- 
ments in  every  respect ;  but  only  107  have  ^ 
certificated  teadturs— hraoe  nearly  seven^  * 
schools  are  delved  of  the  assistaiioe  whitm 
they  ought  to  recnve.  He  oonld  xuime 
some  whidi  are  conducted  by  nncertifloated 
teachers  which  are  better  tuigM  than  oQier 
schools  under  certificated  teachers,  and ' 
thinks  it  a  great  hardship  that  these  should 
be  debarred  from  a  share  of  the  public 
money.  He  oondudeB  hia  letter  u  fol- 
lows : — 

"  Though  I  am  ■  ■treonotti  adrooate  in  fiiTonr 
of  trained  teachers  —  for  I  am  on  the  oommit- 
mittee  of  two  training  institntions — ^jet  I  oaoQOt 
•ee  the  jastioe  of  withholding  help  from  tboM 
■ohools  which  can  prodooo  rasolta  tqvai,  if  not 
•npniw.  to  tiiose  prodnoed  hj  owUfioatsd 
teaobers." 

Another  dioeesau  Inspector,  the  Bev.  C. 
F.  B.  Baylay,  of  Eiikby  rectory,  Horn- 
castle,  says — 

"  There  are  three  sohools  in  107  dittriot,  wluoh 
wonid,  I  think,  now  tatis^  tlio  reqnirementa  of 
tiM  Revised  Code  with  regard  to  examination. 
One  vt  tbem,  needing  the  grasi,  would,  I  lielien^ 
pan  aa  high  a  pereeotage  aa  the  beat  telwol  onder 
oerti&catad  maaten.  Two  vftre  school*  might,  I 
think,  be  brought  up  to  the  mark,  if  enoouragad 
bj  the  proapect  of  reoeiring  a  grant.  I  be«  *• 
remark  that  I  have  rmentir  attended  th*  Id^so- 
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tion  of  a  Ui«e  and  ireU-«ondaoted  fohool  by  a 
GoTernmeot  Incpeator.  I  am,  therefore,  enabled 
to  Bpeak  more  oonfldeotly  than  I  ahoold  otherwiie 
haT«  Tentured  to  do." 

The  Ber.  Herbert  Bree,  diocesan  Inspeotor 
for  Samford  Deaneiy,  Norwich,  who  has 
twenty-five  parishes  in  his  distriot,  twenty- 
two  of  which  have  sohoob  to  wluch  he  is 
admitted,  says — 

**  It  is  mj'  0|Hoi0Q  that  a  eoouderable  propor- 
tion of  the  nnaiaisted  aohocda  In  this  dhtilot  imgbt 
H^efjr  tb«  requiremente  of  tbe  Rertied  Cme. 
There  are  bat  etx  pariibM  wbioh  reeeive  GoTem- 
mflot  grants  and  ItaTe  oertiflcated  teachers,  and 
tbeee  bare  \>j  no  means  the  best  schools.  In  boi, 
in  mj  last  Report,  I  phused  bat  one  in  tbe  flrst, 
and  two  more  in  tbo  lowest  of  the  three  classes 
into  «hicb  mj  schools  are  dlrided  in  tbe  Retam 
which  I  make  to  the  BUhop.  Bj  &r  tbo  best 
■ohools  in  tbe  deanery,  with  one  ezoeption,  hate 
BO  assistanoe  from  Goremment,  and  are  untor  ez- 
oellent  bntonoertifioated  teachers." 

That,  I  think,  is  certainly  a  strong  case. 
The  Bev.  E.  F.  Yaughan,  diocesan  Inspec- 
tor, Wraxall,  near  Bristol,  says  in  hia 
Report — 

"  I  woold  agun  express  a  hope  that  GoTem- 
ment  will  not  oontinae  to  insist  on  the  emfdoy- 
ment  of  a  oertiflcated  teaober  as  a  oondition  for 
reoriTinf  its  idd.  Tbm  ate  inimy  ssbocda  In 
your  lorasbii^a  dioeesa  onJUrly,  I  think,  shut  oat 
from  all  GoTcmment  help,  beoanse  tfaej  bare  not 
tbe  lands  to  employ  a  owtifloatod  teaclter,  and 
thus  they  are  punished  for  their  porerty.  tf  tbe 
principle  of  the  RoTised  Code  Im  aid  aoeording  to 
resalts,  sorely  GoTenunent  sboold  leare  Ibe  ma- 
nasers  of  lUiools  at  liberty  as  to  tbe  means  Iqr 
wbleh  tiiey  will  obtain  an  effleient  sebool.  If  oar- 
tUteated  teachers  generally  prodooe  tiie  best  re- 
■olta  they  will  generally  be  employed,  and  if  not 
they  onght  not  to  be  employed.  The  attempt  to 
force  managers  to  employ  them  ii,  I  think,  both 
anwise  and  anfiur." 

I  have  received  a  curions  letter  from  the 
Bev.  ICr.  Stretch,  oorate  of  Hnish  Champ- 
flower,  Somerset  in  which  the  writer 
•ays— 

"  Oar  parish  is  one  of  many  in  wbieb  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  are  tenants  of  small  fltrms  and 
the  whole  expense  of  tbe  school  is  defrayed  1^ 
the  rector,  with  the  assistance  of  a  few  sabscrip- 
tions  from  non-reaident  landowners.  A  tafflcient 
saUry  for  a  oertiflcated  master  cannot  be  raised, 
BO  we  have  an  nncertiBoated  one,  who  is  oeatwt 
whb  Us  oottage,  £30  a  year,  and  the  children's 
peno^say,  £10  more.  Some  years  ago  the  rec- 
tor pat  himaeir  to  some  expense  to  get  his  sohool- 
master  'certificated,'  bat  immediately  he  heard 
of  a  larger  salary  lo  be  obtainad  dsswhare  he  gave 
tbe  rootor  notice  to  leaTe." 

This,  then,  is  the  encooragement  which 
has  attended  tlie  efforts  of  the  rector  to 
provide  himself  with  a  certificated  master. 
I  can  podnce  many  letters  to  the  same 
effect,  oat  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  do 
so  now.  This  I  can  promise  the  Honse, 
Mr.  Walter 


that  when  the  Committee  is  granted,  Tety 
many  of  a  nmileff  nature  wiU  be  laid  be- 
fore them. 

I  told  the  House  I  riionld  feel  bound  to 
notice  some  objections  lately  made  to  the 
proposal  of  allowing  schools  without  cer- 
tificated masters  to  be  assiated,  and  I  see 
my  old  antagonist,  Ur.  Korris,  had  a  fling 
at  me  to-day.  I  will  quote  to  the  Hoose 
some  of  his  objections.    He  says— 

"  The  object  of  the  Parliamentary  grant  is  not 
merely  to  pay,  bnt  to  improTO  the  schods  of  the 
coantij." 

That  is  one  ofajeotitm.  He  goes  <hi  to 
say— 

"  The  chief  ■  resalt'  which  the  natltm  e^eots 
from  a  school  is  to  torn  foolish,  diaordetly  chil- 
dren into  obedient,  sensible  children  oompared 
with  this,  those  other '  results '  of  reading,  writings 
and  ariUimetic,  are  of  secondary  importaBae." 

He  says  thirdly,  &at  if  my  Uotion  be 
carried— 

"  ETei7  Mdiool  In  the  eonntry,  good  or  bad, 
will  obtain  something  oat  t^tha  polwe  pane." 

He  says,  farther,  t^at — 

"  An  Inspector's  imjweesion^  after  spending  a 
few  boars  in  a  school  oooe  in  the  year,  cannot  be 
a  saffloieot  test  of  tbe  moial  aoitaUMMSB  of  the 
teaober  for  his  office.'' 

And,  lastly,  he  adds  that — 

"In  Franoe.  Holland,  Switterland,  and  Ger- 
many, it  is  thought  necessary  to  make  aoertifleate 
of  this  kind  a  tine  gttd  non  condition  of  the  pablic 
recognition  of  a  teacher." 

With  regard  to  the  last  objection,  that 
certificates  are  indispensable  in  Franoe, 
Germany,  Ifolland,  and  Switserland,  I  do 
not  see  what  that  has  to  do  with  the  sub- 
ject. I  muntain  that  in  this  oonntry  we 
are  perfectly  able  to  educate  children  up 
to  ten  or  eleven  years  of  age  without 
copying  tbe  system  of  foreign  countries. 
We  have  not  yet  arrived  at  the  consum- 
mation the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  John 
Fakington)  seems  to  desire  ;  we  have  not 
yet  a  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  and 
I  confess  I  am  not  very  fevourable  to 
such  a  proposal.  We  must  bear  in  mind 
that  ours  is  a  voluntary  system,  and  that 
the  Education  Department  is  only  a  ma- 
chine for  administering  a  certain  grant  of 
public  money — tbe  first  line  of  the  Beviaed 
Code  tells  us  so ;  and  I  would  rather  see 
the  whole  thing  knocked  on  the  head 
than  see  the  volontary  system  abandoned. 
Therefore,  do  not  let  us  pmnt  to  France^ 
Holland,  Germany,  or  Switnrland.  What 
is  done  thoe  may  be  rig^t  w  wnng — 
will  not  aigae  that  point  at  this  moment 
— bnt  bt  us  detnmiiie  ^^^rn^f^^^,?^'' 
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Belm,  as  we  are  perfectly  oompetent  to  do, 
partiotilarl^  vhen  a  great  weight  of  opinion 
already  exuts — I  rner  now  to  the  diocesan 
Inspeetors — in  fimmr  of  throwing  open 
the  schools  to  ennpetition.  With  regard 
to  the  objection  taken  by  Kr.  Norris  to 
the  inadequaoy  of  the  impressions  formed 
by  the  Inspector  after  a  few  hours  ^ent 
in  the  school,  and  his  assertion  that  this 
cannot  be  a  sofflcient  test  of  the  moral 
suitableness  of  the  teacher  for  his  office, 
let  me  ask  how  are  you  to  judge  r 
What  test  is  the  certificate  of  the  moral 
snitableneas  of  the  master }  I  have  no 
doubt,  from  many  hints  let  drop  in  the 
course  of  this  oontroTorsy,  that  the  mas- 
tor's  certificate  does  Tery  much  operate 
as  an  inducement  to  careless  inspection. 
The  Inspector  feels  that  a  great  ded,  of 
the  work  is  done  for  him  by  having  a 
certificated  master,  and  he  does  not  pay 
the  same  attention  to  the  school  as  if  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  mastw's  aoteoedents, 
and  had  to  jud(^  for  himself.  I  maintun 
that  no  intelligent  Inspector  eaa  pass 
three  or  four  h^urs  in  a  school  without 
acquiring  a  very  good  insight  into  the 
oonditum  of  that  whool,  moral  as  well  as 
intelleetnaL  In  proof  of  that  asserti<m  I 
have  here  a  Qoreroment  Inspector's  Re- 
port of  a  school,  unassisted  and  teught  by 
an  unoertiAoated  master: — "The  condi- 
tion of  this  school  is  very  good,  reflecting 
the  highest  credit  on  the  master."  That 
Be^rt,  according  to  Mr.  Korris,  is  worth 
nothing.  How  did  the  Inspector  ascertain 
the  facts  npon  which  he  reported  ?  The 
master  had  no  certificate,  and  yet  the  con- 
dition of  the  school  was  "very  good." 
This  is  in  dear  eontradiotioa  of  Kr.  Nor- 
lis's  theoiy.  We  must  not  lose  sight  of 
the  farther  fact  that  we  are  dealing  with 
rural  parishes,  which,  the  House  will 
recdlect,  differ  totelly  in  their  c<mdition 
from  town  parishes.  In  the  towns  the 
|>roportion  of  the  population  to  the  cle^ 
IS  Toy  large ;  probably  you  have  4,000  or 
5,000  persons  to  every  olei^yman.  Ton 
must  have  lai^  adiotut,  therefore,  want- 
ing a  vei^  Bupwior  kind  of  oiganintion 
and  the  highest  class  of  masters  that  can 
be  got.  The  clergyman  can  devote  very 
little  time  to  the  sohods,  so  that  every- 
thinjf  practically  is  left  to  the  master. 
But  in  rural  panshee  where  the  population 
is  under  500  or  1,000,  what  on  earth  has 
the  oleigyman  to  do  ?  In  some  oases  he 
takes  to  hunting  if  it  be  wintw,  and  in 
summer  to  oroquet,  in  order  to  kiU  time. 
Why  shffldd  m  not  pass  anne  portion  of 
TOL.  CLXXTn.  [nmB  amis.] 


his  time  in  tite  ichods,  and  why  shonld 
he  be  bound  to  employ  a  ontifloated  mas* 
ter,  instead  <tf  taking  the  madhinoy  that 
he  finds  leadieat  to  his  hand— a  dever 
woman  to  teach  sewing  to  the  girls,  and 
a  OMspetent  master  to  teach  reading,  writ- 
ing, and  arithmetic  to  the  boys — machinery 
that  would  be  ample  for  its  purpose  when 
watched  over  by  the  olergyman  himself  ? 
At  this  point  Hr.  Iforris's  great  argument 
comes  in — 

"The  chief  reniH  irhioh  the  nation  expects 
from  ft  Bohool  is  to  tarn  foolish,  disordsTlj  ohil- 
drmt  into  obediml,  MDBiblo  ohiJdreo ;  oMnnured 
wUh  thii,  UioM  other  neolte  of  roMliag,  wmisg^ 
ftnd  uithniflUc  are  of  BSOOnduy  importaooe." 

AU  this  is  to  be  aooompUshed  by  a  certifi- 
cated master,  who  is  to  go  up  to  be  ex- 
amined, pass  a  very  easy  examination  in 
order  to  get  bis  degree,  and  then  to  con- 
duct the  school,  which  is  to  be  twice 
inspeotod,  with  an  inter^  of  one  year 
between  the  inspections,  before  he  gets 
his  certificate.  So  tiiat,  after  all,  Uie 
schoolmaster's  own  certificate  depends 
much  more  on  the  inspection  of  the  school 
than  on  the  examination.  Well,  but  every 
one  does  not  agree  with  the  a^ument  that 
morality,  ohe^oce,  discipline,  order,  and 
all  the  other  good  qnaltties  are  to  be  found 
only  in  schools  conducted  by  certificated 
masters.  I  have  a  letter  hwe  from  a 
cleigyman,  the  Bev.  Hr.  Goodwin,  who 
sends  me  a  long  list  of  good  8oho<^  un- 
assisted in  his  district.  His  letter  oon- 
cludes  in  the  fi^wing  words  :— 

I  wooldaddtbatl  believe  theio  to  be  a  grow- 
ing feelioi;  among  the  gentty,  &men,  and  Siargf 
ofthii  deanerj,  against  the  neir  sprang  up  race 
of  oertiBoated  teachers,  in  that  (at  all  eventa,  in 
agrionltnral  districts)  they  unfit  the  children  for 
their  natural  position  and  probable  calling  in  life, 
withoat  fitting  them  for  ai^  other ;  and  ^t  they 
make  discipline,  good  conduot,  obedience,  menu 
tone  and  training,  second  to  (what  is,  after  all, 
among  three*fboruis}ft  imattenng  of  many  things, 
a  pro&clen«y  in  Bone,aBd  ereo  Uiat  fallowed  vf 
a  speedy  fijrgetfalneis  of  almost  alL" 

I  qnoto  tiiis  gentioman's  letter  to  riiow 
ttiat  the  vesult  at  his  axperienoe  has  led 
him  to  eonolusions  very  diflbrent  from 
those  arrived  at  by  Mr.  Norris.  The  case 
then,  of  the  rural  schools  is  this : — Ton 
have  the  ecolesiaBtioal  machinery  ready 
provided,  in  the  shape  of  the  parish  clergy- 
man who  must  have  obtained  a  d^ree  in 
order  to  take  holy  orders.  Bnt  according 
to  tiie  existing  sjrstem,  his  character  and 
ptwition  go  for  nothiog,  in  comparison  with 
the  certificate  obteined  by  the  schoolmas- 
ter— a  man,  perhaps,  twenty  years  of  age, 
who  has  just  left  a  training  ooUege.  SoielT 
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it  is  an  insult  to  tell  him  that  he  is  not 
quiUified  to  look  after  the  edaoation  of  the 
school  ohildran— «  matter  which  he  pro- 
bably regards  as  of  the  very  highest  im- 
portance  1  What  is  thwe,  I  would  Bik, 
whioh  on^t  to  prevent  any  gentleman 
taking  an  interest  in  the  poor  of  his  pa- 
rish, tnm  looking  after  the  parish  school, 
and  from  making  himself  personally  re- 
Bponsible  for  its  propm:  conduct  ?  There 
are  inatanoeB,  we  know,  of  great  person- 
ages,  men  filling  the  highest  social  posi- 
tion, who  hare  condescended,  or  been 
obliged,  to  undertake  the  office  of  school- 
master. The  late  King  of  the  French  was 
obliged  to  earn  his  living  for  a  time  as  a 
schoolmaster  in  Switzerland.  Had  he 
sought  to  teach  the  children  of  some  hnm- 
ble  school  in  England,  that  eminent  per- 
sonage to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the 
PHvy  Council,  must  have  passed  an  exa- 
mination as  to  his  fitness  for  the  duties. 
If  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment, through  the  vicissitudes  of  life, 
were  ever  induced  to  take  up  the  position 
of  a  8cho<dmaster,  all  his  vast  npehence 
would  go  for  nothing ;  he  must  be  exar 
mined  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic 
bdbre  ICr.  Lingen.  A  very  carious  in? 
stance  in  point  is  included  in  last  year's 
Edneationai  Beport,  and  I  was  much  struck 
on  reading  the  statement  which  a  contained 
in  Mr.  Warburton's  Beport  as  to  Boyne 
Hill,  an  establishment  managed  by  Mr. 
Gresly,  a  gentleman  who  is  very  well 
known  by  name,  I  dare  say,  to  many  Hem- 
bers.  Mr.  Warbnrton  says  : — 

"  At  Boyno  BiU,  (he  bOTi'  sohool  is  still,  u 
hitherto,  in  good  order,  and  Btt«nded  hj  an  intel- 
ligent cUss  m  boys,  ind  I  am  glad  to  si^  that 
there  is  every  reason  to  sappose  that  from  this 
time  forth,  girl's  sobool  vill  be  regnlarly  in- 
Bpeoted,  the  lady  who  Tolanteers  as  teaoher  hay- 
ing made  up  her  mind  to  go  throngh  the  examina- 
tion in  order  to  poBsesi  herself  of  a  certificate, 
that  the  school  may  enjoy  the  same  advantages 
with  renwct  to  GoTemmait,  aa  If  U  were  not  so 
peenliar?  oironmstanoed  as  it  is,  wider  her 
care." 

This  statement  is  pot  forward,  the  House 
will  observe,  with  the  utmost  complaoracy, 
as  if  it  were  a  natural,  usual,  and  proper 
thing  for  a  ludy  to  go  up  and  be  OKamined 
in  rwdiug,  writing,  and  arithmetio  by  the 
Privy  Council.  I  thought  it  a  remarkable 
instance  of  humility  and  condescension. 
We  have  beard  of  cases  of  ladies  in  some 
new-fangled  religious  establishments,  con- 
descending to  very  singular  acts  of  humi- 
lity; and  the  matter  having  been  stated  as 
a  fact  by  Her  Majesty's  Inspector,  it  was 
not  till  tiio  other^y  umtBomeoorreipond- 
Jfr.  WaUtr 


ence  with  3fr.  Gredy  raised  any  doubt 
about  it  in  my  mind.  I  then  wrote  to 
ICr.  Gresly,  asUng  whether  it  was  not 
true,  as  reported  ^  ICr.  Warburton,  that 
tMs  lady  went  up  and  submitted  to  the 
ordeal  ot  inspection,  in  order  to  earn  the 
grant;  and  Mr.  Gieely  wrote  aa  fbllowa 
in  reply : — 

"  The  lady  in  qoestloa  did  not  go  ap  fiw  axaai- 
naUon.  Whra  the  Goveniment  grant  to  the  h«y^ 
school  was  redaoed  by  the  new  regulation,  the 
offered  to  do  so ;  bnt  I  thought  she  should  first 
ask  her  nlations,  and  they  did  not  quite  approve, 
BO  it  was  not  done." 

I  certainly  am  not  surprised  that  the  rela- 
tions of  any  lady  in  such  a  position  should 
think  it  unbecoming  for  her  to  go  to 
the  Privy  Ck>undl  Office,  and  be  examined 
as  to  whether  she  knew  how  to  read,  writer 
and  cipher,  and  consequently  I  am  not 
astonidied  to  hear  that  die  declined  to  do 
so.  I  will  add  a  word  w  two  as  to  the 
alternative  presmited.  It  is  admitted  that 
the  case  of  the  nnasmsted  schools  is  a  hard 
one,  and  that  some  means  aboald  be 
adopted  to  meet  their  wants;  and  amid 
the  perplexities  in  which  they  are  invcdved 
it  is  not  surprising  that  the  Committee  of 
Council  should  grasp  the  first  friendly  hand 
held  out  to  asBsist  them.  Acoordiugly, 
we  have  a  new  Minute,  of  which  we  may 
truly  say  dux  femina  faeti.  We  are  in- 
debted to  the  benevolent  lady  to  whom  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  has  referred,  for  the 
well  meant  scheme  which  the  Government 
has  adopted  with  so  much  alacrity.'  I 
confess  tiiat  I  have  doubts  as  to  the  success 
of  the  scheme.  I  think  there  are  difficul- 
ties in  the  way.  In  the  first  place,  yon 
must  get  three,  or  four,  or  five,  or  six 
squires  and  parsons  in  the  neighbouring 
parishes  to  join  together.  That  is  not 
always  to  be  done.  You  may  get  two  or 
three  to  join ;  bnt  to  get  five  or  six  is  a 
consummation  not  to  be  expected  to  occur 
frequoitiy  on  this  side  of  tiie  millamiom. 
Even  if  you  do  get  half  -  a  dosen  sqoirea 
and  ole^ymen  to  agree,  they  may  fitll 
out  aftor  a  time,  and  tiioi  liie  wlude  scheme 
comes  to  the  ground,  and  there  must  be  a 
new  master.  Then  what  sort  itf  a  master 
are  yon  to  get  ?  Indeed,  it  appears  that 
he  will  be  more  of  a  sub-inspector  than  a 
schoolmaster,  as  he  is  only  to  devote  two 
hours  8  week  to  each  school,  and  being  a 
trained  master,  with  a  cotificate,  such  a 
man  could  not  be  got  for  less  Uian  £80  or 
£90  a  year,  '^en  the  expense  is  di- 
vided between  three  or  four  poor  schools, 
perhaps  only  receiving  each  some  £15  of 
the  Government  grant,  fh^  clergy  will 
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hesitate  about  adopting  this  adiieine,  nnleu 
th^  think  they  can  obtain  a  larger  share 
of  aasiBtanoe.  Besides,  as  I  Bud  before, 
these  masters,  or  sab'inspectors,  are  only 
to  devote  two  hours  per  week  to  each 
school,  and,  therefore,  I  would  ask  why 
the  clergyman  of  the  puish  oould  not  do 
the  same  thing.  Why  is  hia  snperrision 
not  to  be  respected  by  the  State  ?  Why 
should  not  a  school  under  his  snperTision 
receive  ChiTernmeot  aid  like  a  school  under 
a  certificated  master  ?  I  do  not  object  to 
the  scheme — I  do  not  object  to  any  scheme 
which  tends  to  confer  the  benefits  of  the 
Qovemment  grant  upon  all  good  schools ; 
but  I  think  it  hard  Uiat  it  should  at  once 
invest  certain  schools  with  privileges  which 
are  not  to  bo  enjoyed  by  other  schools, 

Serhaps  better  schools,  but  which  do  not 
link  it  right  to  adopt  this  particular  ma- 
chinery. 

I  need  not  farther  trespass  upon  the 
indulgence  of  the  House.  I  am  indebted 
to  the  House  for  the  patience  witti  whi<^ 
it  has  listened  to  me,  and  I  truly  hope  the 
result  of  this  inquiry  if  granted,  as  I  he* 
lieve  it  will  be,  may  lead  to  a  solution  of 
the  difficulties  whioa  we  all  know  to  exist 
in  the  present  state  of  our  educational 
arrangements. 

Amendment  proposed,  at  the  end  of  the 
Question,  to  add  the  words — 

"  And  also  into  iha  bort  mode  of  extending  the 
beneflti  of  GoTerninent  Xnspeotion  and  the  Par- 
limmentarr  Gnut  to  Schools  at  present  nuaatisted 
by  the  State."— (Jfr.  JFaUer.) 

Mb.  LOWE :  Sir,  I  know  not  whether 
I  should  not  do  more  wisely,  and  certainly 
I  should  best  consult  my  own  inclinations, 
if  I  were  to  allow  this  question  to  pass  in 
ulenoe  on  my  part.  But  I  am  anwilling 
altogether  to  see  what  I  cannot  but  regard 
as  uie  commencement  of  the  undoing  of 
the  work  that  has  been  recently  accom- 
plished, and  which  I  regud  with  great 
utraes^  witiiout  interponng  a  few  words 
to  punt  out  to  the  House  what  I  think  it 
oomd  Bcareely  have  gaUiered  from  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet — ^tiie 
exact  propontion  that  is  before  us.  But 
before  dwng  so  I  would  first  say  a  few 
words  in  answer  to  the  hon.  Hember  for 
Berkshire  (Mr.  Walter).  Without  follow- 
ing that  hon.  Hember  into  all  the  details 
whioh  he  has  placed  before  the  House,  I 
will  just  state  over  again  very  briefly  what 
is  the  principle  to  whioh  the  Committee  of 
Council  has  hitherto  adhered — the  prin- 
ciple of  extending  no  assistance  except  to 
Buiools  under  cmtificated  masters.  The 


first  duty  of  GoTcniment  in  asdsting 
voluntary  effi>rts,  whklh  is  the  essence  of 
our  Bystem,'iB  to  see  that  tiie  school  assisted 
is  a  good  one ;  and  the  fint  el«nent  of  a 
good  school  is  a  good  teacher.  The  first 
duty,  therefore,  in  the  (pinion  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  from  the  time  they 
undertook  to  assist  schools  farther  than  by 
building  grants  —  their  most  important 
duty  was  to  bo  sure  that  the  assistance 
given  by  Government  was  given  to  schools 
which  had  good  teachers.  That  is  the 
foundation  of  the  whole  system ;  it  has 
always  been  so  regarded,  and  never  up  to 
this  moment  has  tiie  Committee  of  Council 
swerved  from  that  principle.  It  is  quite  a 
mistake  to  suppose  that  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil ever  intended  by  introducing  what  is 
called  "-payment  for  results,"  to  waive  tlds 
primary  and  all  important  condition.  Iiet 
the  House  remember  that  schools  ocist 
not  merely  for  the  benefit  of  the  children 
who  pass  the  Inspectcor's  examination,  but 
also  for  those  cAiildmi  whose  tender  tige 
and  backward  state  of  instruction  preclude 
their  being  presented  to  the  Inspeetor's 
notice.  It  u  all-important  that  those 
children  should  be  placed  under  tiie  care 
of  persons  in  whom  the  Government  have 
confidence,  as  far  as  they  can  possibly 
judge,  as  being  proper  instructors.  It  u 
taking  a  poor  and  narrow  view  of  educa- 
tion to  limit  it  to  reading,  writing,  and 
ciphering.  There  is  much  to  be  learnt 
at  school  besides  those  elements,  and  it  is 
quite  as  important  that  children  should  be 
trained,  civilized,  made  tractable,  and  obe- 
dient,  and  even  if  their  education  is  deficient 
upon  some  of  those  points  by  which  the 
Government  grant  is  regulated,  still  much 
has  been  gained  if  these  things  are 
secured.  I  hold  that  the  Government 
would  be  utterly  inexcusable  if  it  were  to 
give  public  money  to  assist  what  is  in- 
tended to  be  a  good  and  sufficient  educa- 
tion without  taking  all  the  securities 
within  its  power  to  insuie  that  the  schools 
which  ore  asdsted  were  under  teachers  to 
whom  the  care  of  the  rising  generation 
of  the  poorer  dasses  can  ^  safoly  in- 
trusted.  Another  reason  equally  powerful 
is  that  the  schoolmaster  under  the  existing 
system,  and  as  long  as  it  is  allowed  to 
continue,  will  be  virtually  an  agent  for  the 
distribution  of  public  money.  It  is  upon 
the  returns  he  makes,  the  records  that  he 
keeps  of  the  attendance  of  children,  that 
the  amount  of  grant  is  calculated,  and  in 
that  manner  large  sums  of  public  mone^ 
are  distributed.   The  proposition  whioh  u 
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to  be  mbinitted  to  the  Oommittee  by  the 
hon.  Ifanber  amomitB  in  eflbot  to  Hob 
—tint  tiuee  dntieei  npon  the  peiflmnuioe 
of  which  the  diitribiUion  of  Inge  amoants 
oi  pabUo  moiiegr  depend,  an  to  be  intout- 
ed  to  penons  vi  vbom  the  OoTCnunent 
will  know  abeolately  notiuog.  If  noh  a 
principle  -were  tolenUed  it  would  amount 
to  a  raokleesneaB  in  the  raqwnditare  of  the 
pablio  money  which  would  be  disoreditable 
to  any  QoTCTiment.  Anotiier  effiset  of 
rach  an  arrangement  would  be,  that  the 
gnmts  would  no  longer  be  given  on 
aoeonnt  of  the  effidenoy  of  echoolfl,  bat 
all  sohoola  would  get  a  little  of  the  public 
money.  Erery  mjuooI  can  produce  a  few 
children  who  can  read  and  write  tolerably, 
however  defectiTe  their  general  teaching 
may  be.  In  such  cases  to  make  a  grant 
would  be  to  throw  away  money.  Tfaeae 
rBBa(ms  haTo  been  frequently  stated  in 
this  House,  but  I  oonceive  they  are  of 
very  great  wei^t,  for  I  b^eve  we  shall 
saerifioe  the  c«ner-stone  of  oar  system  of 
edooation  if  we  gire  wi^  in  thia  matter. 
The  Uame,  of  eonne,  resfs  with  the  eystna 
which  ia  viduntary,  and  a  rolnntary  system 
Mumot  be  nniretsal,  or  it  ceases  to  be  Tcdon- 
taiy.  There  most  be  a  point  beyond  which 
the  wmditioiu  nptm  whidi  schools  may 
ToceiTe  Ooremment  asristanoe  cannot 
be  relaxed,  for  if  you  go  beyond 
that  p<dnt  you  abandon  the  revenue  to 
indiscriminate  plunder  by  anybody  who 
oalls  hiouelf  a  scfaoolmaster,  or  sets 
up  what  he  may  choose  to  call  a  school. 
It  is,  of  course,  a  question  where  the  line 
should  be  drawn.  I  say,  draw  it  here — 
give  no  assistance  to  sidiools  of  the  oha- 
raoter  and  qualifications  of  whose  masters 
you  are  absolutely  ignorant  — -  whether 
their  morel  or  tiieir  intellectual  qualifi- 
cations. It  ifl  not  Buffioient  that  a  cwtain 
number  of  diildren  should  be  brought 
togetbw  Ml  one  day  in  the  year  for  ex- 
anunation — children  who,  as  &r  as  the 
Oovemment  could  tell,  might  never  have 
attended  the  school  at  ail— that  is  not 
auffioieni  to  justify  the  grant  of  pubUo 
m<niey.  Oovemment  are  bound  in  duty 
to  the  taxpayers  to  obtain  all  tiie  knoW' 
ledge  we  can  possibly  get  to  r^idate  the 
diq^oaal  oi  public  money,  and  mm  is  no 
ezeoae  tot  wilAil  ignoranoe. 

I  now  turn  to  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Banmet  (Sir  John  Pakington)  and  I 
do  so  the  more  earnestly  as  I  am  sure  the 
Honae  is  not  aware,  fran  the  terms  of  the 
Motion  as  it  stands  upon  the  paper,  and 
to  which  it  seema  the  Oovemment  are 
Jfi*.  Zowe 


willing  to  agrefr— the  Honse  is  not  amre 
of  the  real  object  in  view.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  has  given  notioe  of  a  UoBon  for 
an  inquiry,  in  tiie  first  plaoe,  into  the 
oonatitnti<m  of  the  Committee  of  Gonndlt 
and  next  an  in^ry  into  the  ^stem  nnder 
whidi  flw  bnamesB  of  the  <nBoe  is  eon- 
dooted.  That  part  relatiog  to  the  consti- 
tution of  die  Committee  ot  Conndl  is 
plain  enough;  bnt  what  would  anyone 
think  the  right  hon.  Baronet  meant  by 
the  other  branch  of  his  Uotion  ?  Would 
it  not  be  that  he  had  some  observatioiu  to 
make  upon  the  mode  of  transacting  busi- 
neas — ^t^t,  perhaps,  there  was  too  much 
writing,  too  many  forms,  or  too  great 
delays?  Would  any  one  suppose  that 
under  those  words  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
meant,  as  I  will  show  he  does  mean,  to 
propose  to  the  House  to  appoint  a  Com- 
miUee  to  consider  the  propriety  of  sweep- 
ing away  the  present  syston  of  education, 
and  substituting  an  entirely  new  system  } 
I  would,  in  the  first  plaoe^  remark  that 
when  an  hon.  Oentleman  asks  for  a  Com- 
mittee upon  any  seixoaa  qnestiMi,  and 
eepecially  a  Comrnittse  a£ncting  a  de- 
partaimt  of  the  Oovaniment,  it  ii  usual 
for  him  to  show  tbai  thwe  ia  information 
to  be  had  which  ia  not  already  in  tlie 
possession  of  the  House,  and  which  ean 
be  obtained  by  the  inquiries  of  a  Com- 
mittee. Bnt  has  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
done  that  ?  Is  it  possible  to  ims^ne  a 
subject  upon  which  more  information  is 
accessible  to  the  Honse  than  the  o^ani- 
sation  and  the  mode  of  transacting  ba- 
nness  by  the  Committee  of  Coancil  on 
Education?  In  1858  there  was  a  Com- 
mission, under  the  presidency  of  the 
Duke  of  Newcastie,  which  inquired  into 
the  whole  subjeet  of  national  education. 
The  inquiry  was  general  in  its  terms, 
but  the  real  gist  of  it  was  an  inquiry 
into  the  Committee  of  Council,  the  manaw 
of  tnuuacting  its  badness,  und  the  o(hi- 
ditions  upon  which  it  diatiibnted  ita 
grants.  That  inquiry  laate^  for  three 
years.  During  that  period  liie  Commit- 
tee of  Council  was  perpetually  under  ex- 
aminatiim.  The  Secretary  was  «xaniined, 
re-examined,  and  again  enmined.  In- 
^eetwa  were  examined ;  the  heads  of  re> 
l^gioas  denominations  in  o«itaet  with  the 
Committee  of  Council  were  examined;  many 
managers  of  schooU  were  examined  ;  and 
ciroulars  were  sent  to  a  vast  number  of 
persons  whose  replies  were  duly  tabulated. 
A  vast  mass  of  statistics  waa  procured; 
and  the  rcault  wa^  that  in  1661  there 
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fl^pemd  lix  octavo  Tolumds,  one  of 
vuch  ii  taken  up  by  the  Beport,  which 
u  chiefly  devoted  to  an  analysis  of  the 
whole  lystem  and  working  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Connoil.  Kor  was  the  Commit' 
tee  of  Council  itself  idle,  for  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  rii^t  hon.  Owtleman 
the  Uember  for  North  Staffordshire  (Hr. 
Adderley)  the  Committee  undertook  the 
praiseworthy  task  of  digesting  all  its  oon< 
tents  and  bringing  them  wi^in  the  com- 
pass of  a  sinj^le  volume.  In  1860  they 
were  again  digested  and  reduced  to  the 
form  of  a  Cod^  and  in  1863  they  were 
re-digeated  and  wwe  redueedto  180  abort, 
nm^  pR^nsitions.  Besides  that,  we  have 
had,  from  theb^;inmngof  1862,  continual 
dianusionsin  Parlianattnpon  every  ques- 
tion Hiat  oonld  be  raised,  ^rdl^r  a  day 
passed  without  some  question  being  put 
to  the  representatives  of  the  Depart- 
ment; while  no  less  than  eighty  pam- 
phlets were  written  upon  the  Bevised 
Code.  The  Committee  of  Privy  Coun- 
cil, too,  have  made  annual  Beports,  each 
filling  a  thick  octavo,  and  every  ^riog 
an  immense  mass  of  etatistios  has  been 
laid  before  the  House.  I  do  think,  there- 
fore, that  it  was  incumbent  on  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  before  asking  the  House  to 
nant  a  Committee  which  would  cause  the 
department  enormous  trouble  and  incon- 
venienoe,  to  point  out  to  us  what  informa- 
tion he  desired  to  have  which  was  not 
already  aoceanble  to  him  from  all  those 
Bimorti  and  statistics. 

But  pasnng  firom  these  connderationB, 
kt  me  follow  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in 
Ids  wramination  ot  tu  conatitaticn  (tf  the 
Department.  He  takes  exc^ti(m  to  its 
constitution,  first,  on  theoretical,  and,  next, 
on  practical  grounds.  His  theoretical  ob- 
jection seems  to  be  this^tbat  there  is  not 
one  Uinister  who  is  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  these  grants.  That  is 
his  main  objection.  I  can  only  meet  that 
—as  fu  as  I  can  be  deemed  to  have  any 
infonnation* —  by  a  direct  contradiction. 
There  is  one  Minister  responsible,  and 
that  Uinister  is  the  Lord  President  of 
the  Coonoil.  There  is  no  divided  respon- 
sibility, one  Kinister  is  responsible  for 
every  administrative  act  oi  the  Com- 
mittee of  Coondl.  The  person  who  re- 
presents the  Department  in  this  House 
IS  appointed  by  an  Aet  of  Parliament — so 
plain  are  all  the  proceedings  oonneoted 
with  it— and  that  Act  says  that  he  is  to 
bo  nnder  the  direction  of  the  Lord  Presi- 
dent, sad  to  Mt  for  him  in  his  absenoe. 


As  I  have  always  read  tJie  Act  it  sets 
him  in  a  position  neither  more  nor  less 
than  that  of  an  Under  Secretary  of 
State.  He  is  a  Privy  Councillor,  beoinse 
all  the  prooeediogs  take  place  in  the 
name  of  a  Committee  of  I^vy  Council, 
and  it  is  thOTefbre  necessary  that  he 
should  be  such ;  but  bis  position  is 
not  a  bit  more  than  that  of  an  Uiider 
Senetary  of  State.  The  responsibility  is 
one  and  undivided,  and  no  new  change 
can  make  it  more  so.  The  Department 
does  not  consist  wholly  of  a  President  aiui 
a  Yice  Pnudent;  thne  is  also  a  Commit- 
tee ctf  the  Conndl.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman olijects  to  that,  bwause  it  does 
something — it  meet^  deliberates,  and  de- 
cide^ while  other  Committees,  sndi  as 
the  Board  of  Trade,  do  nothing.  That 
Committee  is  a  Committee  of  the  Cabinet, 
with  the  single  addition  of  the  Vice 
President.  So  that  the  constitution  of 
the  Privy  Council  is  this:— There  is  a 
legislative  body  which  is  composed  of  a 
Committee  of  the  Cabinet,  of  which  the 
Lord  President  and  the  Tioe  President  are 
members;  and  then  the  administrative 
power  is  vested  in  the  Lord  President, 
assisted  by  the  Yioe  President,  who  is 
under  his  directum.  I  want  to  know 
what  fault  can  be  found  with  suoh  a  con- 
stitution as  this.  As  fiur  as  I  know  it 
seems  to  me  a  ranarkably  good  one.  You 
have  there  an  advantage  which  you  have 
not  in  any  other  Department,  except  in 
the  Indian  Council — that  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  regnlatioiu  and  mudng  of 
Minutes  it  is  clothed,  sab<ndinate  to  the 
control  of  Parliament  with  a  certain  kind 
of  l^islative  power ;  smd  that  power  is 
not  inhrusted  wlu^y  even  to  officers  of 
suoh  high  dignity  as  the  Lord  Prosi^t, 
much  less  to  an  inferior  subordinate  like 
the  Vice  President,  but  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Cabinet,  who  hear  the  reasons  which 
are  adduced,  who  deliberate,  and  within 
my  experience  exeroiae  great  influence  on 
the  decisions  which  are  arrived  at.  I  see 
no  objection  to  placing  the  offloe  in  the 
hands  of  the  Lord  President,  beoanse, 
though  at  present  that  offioe  is  held  m 
comnmdam  with  the  leadership  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  the  otiier  duties  oonneoted 
with  it,  BO  far  as  they  are  of  an  offidol 
nature,  are  not  very  onerous,  and  the  Lord 
President,  therefore,  has  always  iiiU  time 
— has  alwavs  found  time  —  fbr  the  dis- 
cha^  of  the  duties  ol  the  Department. 
I  see  no  reason  why  these  dutm  should 
not  be  in  his  hands.   Ha  it*^embevrof 
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the  Oabinet,  a  high  officer  of  State,  who 
can  advocate  his  views  with  inflaenoe  among 
his  colleagues,  and  who  can  vindicate  tiie 
Department  whenever  its  measures  are 
questioned.  I  see  also  great  b^efit  in 
there  being  a  snbordinate  officer  to  repre- 
sent the  Department  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  it  is  quite  right  tltat  the  De- 
partment diould  be  represented  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  Four-fifths,  I  believe, 
of  ib»  money  voted  is  expended  on  schools 
in  connection  with  the  Church  of  England. 
In  that  the  Bishops  undoubtedly  feel  great 
interest  They  are  the  natural  represen- 
tatives of  the  Church  in  this  matter,  and 
it  is  perfectly  right,  and  only  treating  the 
Churoh  with  proper  respeoi^  that  tSiere 
should  be  a  rapreeentative  in  the  House 
'  of  Lords  to  answer  for  tiut  Department, 
and  to  explain  to  the  Bidwps  anytliing  of 
which  th^  may  think  th^  have  a  right 
to  complain.  The  misfortune  of  the  De- 
partment is  this — that  it  has  a  lore  of  its 
own ;  and  such  is  the  extraordinary  diffi- 
culty and  complexity  of  its  regulations 
that  you  cannot  expect  any  statesman  who 
is  not  praotloally  acquainted  and  connected 
with  Uie  Department  to  master  them.  I 
canuot  see  timt  there  is  anything  bad  in 
having  the  Department  represented  here 
by  a  person  whose  business  it  is  to  answer 
for  it.  It  gives  the  House  of  Commons 
the  opportunity  of  getting  any  explanation 
it  may  wish ;  there  is  always  somebody 
here  to  move  the  Estimates,  which  could 
not  so  well  be  done  by  any  person  who  was 
not  praotaoally  acquainted  with  the  De- 
partment and  the  House  of  Commons 
wu  obtains  a  valoable  and  pnmer  cen- 
tred ow  the  managranent  of  this  large 
ram  of  money.  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  to  show  me  when  he  comes  to 
reply  in  what  req[»eet,  in  theory  at  least, 
ke  bas  subatantii^  any  grave  objection 
agfunst  the  organization  of  the  Depart- 
ment. I  know  not  in  what  respect  yon 
could  amend  it.  I  am  sure  that  if  you 
were  to  have  a  Uinister  in  this  House 
whose  sole  business  it  was  to  be  really 
responmble  for  the  actions  of  the  Depart- 
ment, you  would  do  the  cause  of  education 
a  great  mischief.  So  long  as  the  educa- 
tional grants  are  made  on  their  present 
basis  their  ol^ect  is  to  assist  voluntary 
effort  The  Department  has  no  initiative ; 
it  merdy  follows  the  lead  of  voluntary  and 

Erivate  enterprise.  The  person  who  would 
old  such  a  subOTdinate  position  as  the 
bead  of  this  Department  would  never  be  a 
Uember  of  the  Cabinet,  bis  views  vonld 


not  be  represented  in  the  Calnnet^  he 
would  not  have  the  opportunity  of  bringing 
his  measures  before  the  Cabinet,  and  the 
Cabinet  not  feeling  themselves  committed 
to  his  measures,  they  would  be  liable  to  be 
abandoned  on  the  smallest  show  of  opposi- 
tion. So  mnoh  for  the  themetieal  olgeo- 
tions. 

The  right  hon.  Baronet  next  proceeds 
to  enforce  his  praotioal  objections,  and 
sets  himself  to  prove — ^what  to  my  mind 
would  be  much  more  cc^nt — that  the 
Department,  owing  to  its  present  organiza- 
tion, has  fcdied  in  its  duty.  Indeed,  the 
right  hon.  Banmet  brings  against  it  rathor 
a  contradictoi^  charge;  tar  while  he  re- 
proaches it  with  having  bronght  fbrvard 
the  Bevised  Code  with  a  view  to  reduce 
the  annual  grants,  in  the  same  breath  he 
says  that  being  a  centralized  Department 
it  is  necessarily  guilty  of  gross  extrava- 
gance. In  the  first  place  he  quotes  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Lingen,  who,  be  says,  told 
the  Commission  "that  if  the  present  system 
of  appropriating  grants  were  allowed  to 
continue  the  Department  must  break  down 
at  the  centre ;  and  then  he  says  tiiat  Mr. 
Lingen  disapproves  the  organization  of 
the  Department.  Any  one  who  considers 
the  subject  will  see  that  Ifr.  Lingen  was 
roeaking  of  an  entirely  different  state  of 
things  from  the  present.  We  used  to  pay 
every  grant  separately — not  a  capitation 
grant  for  the  whole  8oho(d,  but  so  much 
for  the  pupil  teachers,  so  much  for  attend- 
ances, BO  much  for  augmentations  to  the 
masters  of  schoolB,  and  so  on  separately. 
This  necessitated  an  immense  rad  oom- 
plicated  mass  of  oonesp<mdenoe  and  ac- 
counts. But  liuit  state  of  things  has 
happily  been  altered.  So  long  as  it  lasted 
Hr.  Lingen  said  truly  that  if  this  compli- 
cated system  were  oonUnued  it  would 
break  down  at  the  centre — not  that  the 
President  and  Tice  President  would  break 
down,  but  that  as  it  was  necessary  that 
the  system  should  be  conducted  on  one 
homogeneous  plan,  and  that  everything 
should  be  done  under  the  eye  of  a  siogle 
Secretary,  if  this  complexi^  and  multi- 
plicity of  accounts  were  not  removed  it 
would  be  impossible  for  a  single  Secretary 
to  do  the  work.  It  was  not  the  Parlia- 
mentary centre  which  vrould  be  over- 
worked, but  the  official  and  permanent 
centre.  Then  the  right  hon.  Baronet  says 
that  if  the  Department  had  been  better 
o^[anized  the  wh<de  country  would  have 
been  brought  under  its  ednoatitmal  system. 
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to  ezteod  edwatum  all  orer  the  oountry ; 
bat  I  ooald  not  gather  from  the  right  hon. 
Baronef  8  q»eech  that  he  was  aware  of  the 
Cut  that  the  Bystem  on  which  the  educa- 
tion grants  are  admtniatered  is  a  voluntary 
BjBteni,  and,  being  a  Tolontary  system, 
mast,  of  oonrse,  extend  just  bo  far  as 
Tolantary  efforts  will  lead  it.  It  has  no 
initiatiTe;  it  can  originate  nothing — it 
can  only  assiat  by  grants  of  public  money 
those  who  are  wiUiug  to  found  schools. 
That  is  a  necessary  condition  of  a  volun- 
tary system.  Is  it  possible  by  any  change 
in  the  construction  of  the  Department — so 
long  as  it  is  compelled  to  administer  the 
system  whioh  exiata-- to  enable  it  to  create 
Bchoola  where  there  have  been  no  volun- 
tary efforts,  to  make  public  money  go  into 
places  where  the  first  condition  of  a  grant 
of  public  money  has  not  been  fulfilled? 
The  right  hon.  Oentleman  may  say  that 
the  system  ought  to  be  changed ;  bat  the 
■ystem  is  not  w  creation  of  the  Pteadent 
and  Vice  Frendent  Therefore,  the  com- 
plaint of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  this 
— ^thot  the  organisition  the  Department 
is  foolty,  and  on|^t  to  he  changed,  beoanse 
it  does  not  create  that  from  the  creation  of 
which  Parliament  has  expressly  withheld 
it.  Of  a  similar  nature  is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  next  objection.  He  says  that 
the  Department  ought  to  have  united  two 
or  three  pannes  together.  But  what  good 
would  it  have  been  to  onite  two  or  three 
parishes  if  there  had  been  no  schools  in 
those  parishes  ?  What  power  has  the  De- 
partment to  create  schools  t  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  think  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Department  to  create  schools. 
I  so  &r  agree  with  him  that  I  wish  it  was 
in  the  power  of  the  Department  to  take  a 
wide  and  statesman-like  view  of  the  mat- 
ter; to  inquire  not  where  the  beet  schools 
are— for  tiiose  which  are  the  beet  are 
goierally  those  which  want  the  assistance 
bast— bnt  where  this  money  is  most 
needed— where  it  will  do  most  good.  But 
tiiat  is  not  the  condition  nivler  which 
Parliament  or  the  Church  of  Eng^d  has 
assented  to  this  system.  It  is  p^ectly 
monstrous  to  blame  the  Department  for 
not  doing  that  which  it  is  prevented  by  its 
very  constitution  from  doing.  Therefore, 
though  the  right  hon.  Gentieman  may  be 
qaite  right  in  his  doctrine  with  respect  to 
tiie  power  whioh  he  would  wish  to  see  tiie 
Department  exercise,  he  is  quite  wrong 
when  he  blames  the  Department,  which 
takes  the  system  not  because  it  is  one  of 
its  own  choice,  bat  beoanse  it  is  the  system 


which  the  will  and  Tdeasoie  of  Birliamen 
has  determined  shaU  be  administered  in  its 
present  shape. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  Airther, 
that  the  great  mistake  made  by  the  De- 
partment would  not  have  happened  if  the 
Department  had  been  properly  oiganized — 
namely,  that  we  proceeded  to  enforce  &e 
"conscience  clause"  without  consulting 
Parliament  on  the  subject.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  does  not  speak  without 
knowledge  on  the  subject;  for  the  other 
day,  mn^  to  his  honour,  he  made  a  motion 
at  Worcester  to  induce  them  to  accept  this 
clause  there.  But  will  the  House  believe 
me  when  I  teU  them  that  up  to  this 
moment  the  Council  has  never  enforced 
this  clause?  The  basu  on  which  the 
right  hon.  G^tieman  endeavours  to  make 
good  this  charge  has  no  fonndation  ex- 
cept in  his  own  imagination.  I  wish 
the  clause  had  been  enforced — ^I  think 
it  would  be  mnch  wiser  to  enfivoe  it  at 
once  than  to  keep  the  mattcx  in  a  state 
of  ancertainty;  but  that  has  never  been 
don^  and  I  think  that  when  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  comes  to  make  a  case  against 
the  D^Kurtment  he  should  inform  hunself 
on  the  simple  and  familiar  matter  of  fact 
whether  or  not  we  have  enfiuced  this 
conscience  dause. 

Another  great  grievance  is,  that  we  in- 
troduced the  Ifinute  whioh  declared  that 
the  endowment  should  be  deducted  from 
tiie  amount  of  the  grant.  That  was  bad 
work ;  and,  worse,  we  tried  to  enforce  it 
in  seven  words ;  and,  worse  still,  we  laid 
it  on  the  table  of  the  House.  Well,  Sir, 
it  is  the  practice  to  lay  our  Minutes  on 
the  table  of  the  House,  and  I  was  not  be- 
fore aware  that  it  was  considered  any 
defect  in  a  document  that  it  should  be 
short— that  it  should  conmst  of  as  few 
words  as  possible.  This  Minute  was  laid 
before  the  Council,  which  formerly  oim- 
ridered  and  adopted  it;  it  was  agreed  to 
by  the  Lord  President,  and  having  been  so 
considered  and  ado^t^,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House,  in  accordance  with  the 
invariable  practice  of  the  Department. 
Therefore,  what  there  is  to  com^ain  of  in 
that  I  can  not  conceive.  Again,  Miss 
Burdett  Gontts  makes  a  su^estion  to 
which  the  Department  gives  effect.  See- 
ing that  the  suggestion  did  not  emanate 
from  auy  Inspector  or  any  schoolmaster, 
or  any  one  in  connection  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council,  one  would  not  have 
beoi  much  surprised  if  the  Department  had 
rqeoted  it ;  but,  not  lookiiwat  it  in  ttiat 
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nurit,  mnoh  to  his  hononr,  taj  right  htm. 
friend  (Hr.  H.  A.  Braoe)  adopted  it  and 
htonght  it  out  in  a  shape  in  wkidh  I  tiiink 
it  wul  do  mndi  good.  However,  beoonae 
the  Department  was  sennUe  enough  to 
aoo^  ue  suggestion  of  a  benerdent  ladjr , 
this  is  made  a  charge  against  it,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says,  "Why  did 
yon  not  find  it  out  before?"  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  has  been  inveighing  on  this 
snbjeot  for  many  years — why  did  he  not 
find  it  out  ?  The  fact  is,  Sir,  invention  is 
one  of  those  commodities  which  are  rarely 
found  in  public  offices  and  still  more  rarely 
in  their  critics. 

Sir,  I  have  gone  through  the  right  hon. 
Baronet's  objections,  and  I  think  I  have 
shown  that,  even  if  he  be  right  in  his 
Tiew,  he  has  the  most  abundant  informa 
tion  in  his  hand  to  enable  the  House  to 
make  any  change  whioh  he  may  wish  to 
propose  in  the  system.  I  have  shown  Uiat 
the  Department  is  presided  over  by  tiie 
Iiord  Brasidait.  and  I  have  fiirther  diown 
that  Ur.  Lingen's  remark  did  not  apply  to 
tiie  ocmdnot  of  the  Department ;  that  his 
observations  were  direoted  to  what  is  per 
manen^  and  not  to  what  is  ^rliamentary. 
I  have  shown  that  in  the  eonsoienoe 
clause  the  right  hon.  Baronet  attributes 
to  the  Deparibnent  conduct  whioh  they 
have  not  adopted.   There  is  not  one  of 
those  auctions  against  ua  whioh  has 
even  the  colour  of  foundation,  except 
this  one — that  we  have  given  rise  to  a 
great  deal  of  discontent  and  dissatis&o- 
tion.   And  now  as  to  this  ai^meni  I 
think  it  is  impossible  for  me,  wishing  as 
I  do  to  deal  candidly  with  the  Honse, 
to  Aeaj  this  charge.    In  1861  the  Office 
finmd  itself  j^ao^  in  a  position  of  un- 
earam^ed  diffloolty.   A  Boyal  Commis- 
non  of  great  weighty  after  a  oonsidera- 
lion  of  tiid  salgect  of  national  education, 
made  leoonunendations  which  it  was  im- 
poasihle  to  carry  out  without  giving  mortal 
oflbnee  to  the  partus  eonoemed.  They 
reported  that  eduoation  was  d  the  most 
daieotive  kind ;  that  not  <me<fonrth  of  the 
ehildren  were  properly  ednoated.   In  eon- 
■equenoe  of  that  Beport  we  made  a  sweep- 
ing withdrawal  of  grants  to  schoolmasters, 
and  we  introduoed  examinations — ohanges 
which  woe  most  disagreeable  to  tiie 
parties  eoncemed,  parties  with  whom  it 
was  most  dangerous  for  any  Department 
to  interfere.    Had  the  Department  fol- 
lowed a  rnle  whioh  has  been  adopted 
in  other  and  somewhat  rimilar  cases 
it  would  have  diaqtprored  the  Bepurt 
Jfr.  Zmm  I 


which  bore  so  strmgl^  t^m  tlie  system 
it  was  administering ;  it  wonU  have  lued 
tlie  whole  of  its  maehinoy — and  this  is 
not  small — ^to  protect  the  system — to 
prove  that  the  attaoks  upon  it  woe 
exaggerated,  and  tiiat  it  was  not  open  to 
the  objections  made  by  the  Commisssionera 
— it  would  have  sheltered  itself  under  a 
cloud  of  vested  interests.   But  the  Cun- 
mittee  of  Council,  to  its  honour,  or  ratiier 
the  Lord  President  at  the  head  of  it,  did 
nothing  of  the  kind.   It  applied  itself 
boldly  to  the  difficulties,  and  most  manfully 
set  about  making  the  changes  which  were 
required.   I  am  not  going  into  details, 
but  let  me  say  in  general  terms  what  it 
did.    It  swept  away  the  vested  interests 
of  some  10,000  teachers,  who  bad  began 
to  consider  themselves  as  Government 
mphjfit,  having  a  claim  to  augmentation 
grants  for  the  remainder  of  their  life ;  it 
altered  the  relations  between  the  Govun- 
ment  and  some  7,000  or  8,000  mani^;««, 
who  from  that  &ne  reeaived  in  a  nmple 
grant  paynwnts  whioh  had  before  then 
been  made  to  them  in  a  enmplicated 
form.    It  made  the  grants  not  morely 
an  aid  to  efficient  stAods,  but  a  powerfiil 
levOT  to  nuse  the  inefficient  sdiools  to  a 
position  of  efficiency.    While  I  was  con- 
nected witii  the  Department,  it  introduced 
into  this  country,  or  at  least  familiarised 
the  oountnr  with  a  doctrine  which  is  now 
generally  known  as  that  of  "  payment  by 
results."   We  got  rid  of  the  enormous 
incnbns  of  some  ld,000  pupil-teachers  who 
were  receiving  grants;  we  reformed  the 
training  oolites,  putting  tiiem  on  a  foot- 
ing b^  whieh  tiuee  burins  on  the  State 
are  limited,  and  arranged  so  that  the 
money  u  cmly  pud  for  work  actually 
performed— and  (dl  this  while  the  number 
of  ohildren  went  on  steadily  inoresnng— 
and  is,  I  believe,  but  of  course  I  no  lo^ga 
sgeek  wiUi  official  authority,  £300.000 
more  than  it  was  whu  tiie  ehange 
begun.    The  Department  with  whidi 
the  right  hon.  Baronrt  finds  so  mudi 
&nlt  ^  all  tiiese  things,  and,  though  I 
do  not  say  it  has  not  much  raised  the 
standard  of  the  highest  classes,  it  has 
quired  on  the  lower  so  that  they  have 
reached  a  point  of  efficiency  whidi  tikey 
had  never  arrived  at  before.  We  made  the 
grant  what  it  never  was  before — not  merely 
an  assistance  to  the  teaching  of  clever 
children,  but  an  incentive  to  make  the 
teachers  Kmlj  themselves  to  the  more 
backward  children.   We  placed  the  grant 
in  that  positiiHi  whioh  auU«e  the  House 
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to  lower  it  whenerer  tb^  think  proper, 
and  to  raise  it  when  th^  think  tiiu  they 
can  do  so  with  advantage.  We  dispelled 
the  ohaovrity  which  surrounded  the  sub- 
jeot,  and  made  comprehensible  that  which 
had  been  inoompr^ensible  before  to  all 
bat  the  initiated.  This  has  been  done 
under  the  &alty  oonstitation  and  imperfect 
machinery  of  which  the  right  bm.  Gentle- 
man  complains.  I  want  to  know  if  yon 
had  a  machinery  ever  so  perfect  what  more 
oonld  have  been  done  with  the  system  ? 
And  I  ask  the  Hooee— I  ask  any  Gentle- 
man— in  £umeBa  and  candour,  whether  it 
■WBB  possible  for  airy  Department  to  under- 
take and  aooomplish  inch  a  labour  without 
incurring  great  disoontent  and  great  dis- 
satis&ction.  We  were  in  a  position  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  any  ottier  Department. 
In  effecting  thoae  ohuiges  we  stmok  di- 
rectly at  the  pockets  of  hon.  Gentiemen  in 
thia  House,  and  at  the  pockets  of  the  whole 
oommunity,  as  any  refavnohment  made  in 
the  amount  of  the  paUio  grant  would 
come  upon  the  managers  in  the  sh^  of 
an  increased  subeoription ;  we  took  from 
the  Boboolmasters  considerable  payments 
which  they  had  been  reoeiTing  from  the 
OoTemment,  and  thus  many  derer  men 
over-educated,  men  scattered  pretty  equally 
all  over  the  country,  were  provided  with 
a  grievance  against  Uie  Department.  Was 
not  that  an  element  of  disoontent  P  Then 
the  clergy,  on  whom  this  system  mast, 
I  think,  press  with  very  undue  weight, 
beoeoae  ^isy  have  not  from  their  richm: 
lay  nei^ibourB  that  assistance  which 
may  ought  to  receive  —  they  did  not 
attiibnte  the  blame  to  those  who  ought  to 
bur  it,  beoanae,  I  suppose,  it  waa  mote 
easTf  to  aioribe  it  to  the  Committee  of 
Ednoatioii.  Therefore,  I  think  it  is  not 
wonderfiil  that  there  should  be  diasataafito* 
tioQ  and  disoontent  with  the  Bepartnmt. 
It  could  not,  under  the  circumstanoes,  be 
otherwise.  But,  oonndering  what  this 
Department  has  done  by  force  of  reason, 
and  not  by  party  m^orities,  I  confess  I 
think  it  strange  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
shonld  urge  tbat  in  doing  this  enormous 
public  serrio^  the  fiwt  of  the  Department 
incurring  some  transitory  dissatis&otion 
from  the  public  is  a  ground  of  reproach. 
I  think  it  is  an  honour  to  the  Deputment 
to  have  eome  fimrard,  as  it  has  done,  and 
sacriftoed  itself  for  the  publu  interest. 
When  I  moved  the  Eduoatitm  Eetiraates 
in  1859  the  amount  of  the  grant  which  I 
proposed  waa  £840,000,  and  the  amount 
vonld  haTa  gone  on  iimeaaing  up  to  the 


preaoit  moment  at  the  rate  of  £100,000 
per  annum  as  was  predicted  by  Sir  John 
Kayo  Shuttlewortb,  but  for  uie  change 
which  was  introduced,  so  that  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Conncil 
would  have  had  to  ask  thia  Session  for  a 
sum  of  £1,300,000  instead  of  £700,000, 
which  was  the  amount  asked  for  last  year. 
And  this  saving  has  been  effected,  be  it 
borne  in  mind,  although  not  without  great 
friction  and  pressure,  simultaneously  with 
a  great  sim^iflcation  of  the  machinery  and 
a  great  improvement  in  the  quantum  of  in- 
starnotion  communicated  to  the  children. 
Such  has  been  the  career  and  conduct  of 
this  Department,  which  has  always  been 
quite  roady  to  render  an  aooount  of  its 
prooeedings  to  Parliament  when  called 
upMi;  and  I  oonfbss  I  think  it  hard  fhkk, 
having  inourred  nnpof|nlarity,  and  laiaed 
dissatufiuttion  by  the  introd^iotioa  of  re- 
fwma  which  were  carried  by  ibo  fbn»  of 
good  aenae  and  reason,  it  sluald  be  aban- 
doned as  a  victim  to  the  storm  which  it 
created  in  the  endeavour  to  do  its  duty  to 
the  public.  The  House  is  probably  not 
aware  of  the  evils  which  must  result  from 
granting  the  proposed  Committee.  As 
regards  the  Department,  it  is  calculated 
to  produce  enormous  mischief.  The  De- 
partment is  overladen  with  work.  You 
will  throw  everything  out  of  gear  by  this 
inquiry.  The  Department  has  been  under 
an  inquisition  of  one  kind  or  other  for  the 
last  seven  years,  and  you  are  now  naked 
to  subject  it  to  a  fresh  ordeal  on  1^ 
itrengw  of  the  reasms  which  have  been 
xagei  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  Toa 
should,  however,  remember  that  a  fly  can- 
not always  live  under  a  microscope,  nor  a 
toad  under  a  harrow;  and  unless  thia  De- 
partment has  some  superhuman  vitality 
distinguishing  it  from  other  public  Depart- 
ments, it  must,  I  think,  ultimately  break 
down  under  the  treatment  which  it  reoeivea 
out  of  doors  as  well  as  in  this  House. 

There  is  another  consideration,  also,  to 
which  I  should  wiah  briefly  to  advert,  and 
that  is,  that  there  are  a  great  number  of 
interests  which  we  hoped  had  been  ad- 
justed by  the  Bevised  Code  which  will  if 
you  proceed  as  is  purposed  raise  their  heada 
again.  People  were  b^iinning  to  settle 
down  under  the  new  system,  not  because 
the^r  liked  it,  but  because  they  deemed  it  to 
be  inevitable,  and  no  wtnrse  service  can  be 
done  to  tiie  cause  of  education  than  to  hold 
out  a  hope  that  there  may  be  a  reTWsal 
of  policy.  Now,  the  Motion  of  the  right 
bon.  Baronet  poinU  diieotly  to  tha  nvenal 
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of  your  present  polioj,  inasmuch  as  he 
told  DB  that  the  second  object  which  be 
had  in  view  was  to  condder  the  means  of 
extending  education  to  the  whole  of  the 
country.  That  may  be  done  by  the  system 
of  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  is  the 
professed  advocate  —  the  system  of  main- 
taining schools  by  local  rates.  That  may 
be  a  much  better  system  than  the  present; 
but  what  I  want  to  point  oat  to  the  House 
ia  that  it  can  only  be  reared  on  the  rains 
of  the  present  system.  That  is  what  I 
oomplain  of  as  being  the  scope  of  a  Motion 
the  words  of  whidi  simply  point  to  an 
inquiry  into  the  mode  of  traiuacting  the 
business  of  ttie  Office.  The  rij^t  hon. 
Baronet  ai^  the  House  to  grant  a  Com- 
mittee to  TBTolatiomze  the  whole  system 
of  education  in  this  oountry  —  a  system 
which  has  been  establiflhed  after  so  much 
turmoil  —  to  raise  hopes  whioh  were  be- 
ginning to  die  away^  and  to  destroy  as  far 
as  possible  all  that  has  been  effected  by 
the  wisdom  of  Parliament  and  the  labours 
of  the  Department  within  the  last  four  or 
fire  years.  Another  evil  resolt  of  the 
oonrse  whioh  the  right  hon.  Baronet  wishes 
to  see  adopted  will  be  tiiat  it  will  lead  the 
schoolmaster  class  to  think  that  the  time 
has  arrired  for  a  fresh  struggle.  It,  under 
all  these  circumstances,  seems  to  me  that 
I  nerer  since  I  had  the  htmoar  of  haTing 
a  seat  in  this  House  knew  a  Motion  to  be 
submitted  to  our  ooosideration  so  utterly 
unsupported  as  this  by  an^  valid  reasons, 
or  whose  tendency  is  so  injurious.  What 
are  the  advantages  which  are  likely  to  flow 
flwm  its  adoption  I  know  not.  If  the  ri^t 
hon.  Baronet  is  prepared  to  propose  a  sys- 
tem to  carry  eduoatum  fhrongh  the  whole 
oountry,  let  him  do  so,  and  take  tiie  opi- 
mtsu  of  the  House  upon  it.  But  why  most 
tiie  entire  question  be  reopened — hi^ply 
settled  as  we  all  thought  it  was,  at  least 
for  some  time  to  come  ~  mer^y  for  the 
purpose  of  ventilating  a  theory  whioh  we 
know  when  it  comes  to  the  teat  of  exami- 
nation will  never  be  received  by  the  House? 
Education  in  this  oountry  has  taken  ita 
rise  in  religious  sentiment— it  is  based  on 
a  denominational  feeling.  But  if  you  have 
a  syatem  of  local  education  by  means  of 
rules  it  would  follow  that  the  rate- 
payers would  not  tolerate  a  great  number 
of  educational  schools,  and  would  insist 
on  the  children  of  the  different  denomina- 
tions being  taught  together.  Now,  tiiat 
may  be  a  better  ^stem,  but  it  is  not,  at 
ell  evmts,  the  present  system,  upon  wUch 
large  sums  of  mon^  have  bem  qpe&t  Is 
Jfr.  Zmw 


it  wise,  then,  I  would  ask,  to  shake  oar 
confidence  in  things  as  they  stand,  unless 
you  have  a  reasonable  prospect  of  supply- 
ing something  more  efficient  ?  But,  after 
what  has  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Berkshire  (Mr.  Walter),  it  would  appear 
that  I  am  ai^oing  upon  a  matter  in  respect 
to  whioh  a  foregone  conclusion  has  been 
arrived  at.  I  ought,  therefore,  perhaps  to 
apologize  to  hon.  Members  for  having 
trespassed  upon  their  attention  at  such, 
length ;  but  no  man  likes  to  see  the  woric 
to  whioh  he  has  devoted  so  much  time  and 
trouble  placed  in  suoh  peril  as  I  conceive 
our  present  system  of  education  to  be  by 
the  Motion  under  our  notice.  I  do  no^ 
however,  for  a  mommt  believe  that  he 
will  persuade  the  oonntry  to  adopt  his 
system,  although  he  may  intrafere  with 
TOluntary  efibi^  and  toe  eraditions  on 
which  voluntary  e0brt  is  aided  by  Oovem- 
ment.  Even-  statement  which  he  made^ 
every  pamphlet  which  has  been  written 
on  this  subject  seems  to  have  been  directed 
to  one  object — to  break  down  the  conditions 
which  are  the  guarantees  for  the  efficiency 
of  tiie  education  given,  and  of  the  economy 
of  the  grant.  "  More  money  for  schools, 
less  guarantee  for  efficiency,  is  the  cry. 
I  do  not  think  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
will  succeed  in  inoculating  the  Committee 
with  his  own  views  on  t£e  subject.  He 
will,  no  doubt,  be  backed  by  a  number  of 
persons  who  will  represait  to  him  their 
grievances,  and  he  possibly  may  succeed 
in  damaging  and  breaking  down  the  safe- 
guards whioh  intervene  between  these 
grants  and  the  most  unbounded  extrava- 
gance. He  mayview  the  lesnlt  with  satis- 
notion,l>eoaase  it  would  be  a  stnt  towards 
destn^ng  tbe  present  system,  whidi  most 
precede  ^  setting  up  in  its  stead  that  of 
whioh  he  is  the  advoute.  I,  however,  oan 
view  it  with  no  Batisfiution.  Much  as  the 
present  may  fidl  to  meet  the  requiremeaits 
of  the  country,  I  believe  it  to  be,  if  not 
the  best  law,  at  all  events  the  best  law 
whioh  the  Athenians  are  capable  of  re- 
ceiving. I  therefore  deeply  deplore  the 
agreement  which  seems  to  have  been 
arrived  at,  to  hand  over  this  question  to 
a  Select  Committee,  and  I  have  been  dis- 
charging what  I  deem  to  be  only  my  duty 
towards  a  Department  with  which  I  was 
so  long  connected. in  offering  these  ob- 
servations to  the  House. 

Mb.  ADDERLBT  said,  that  a  oonstruo- 
tioD  had  been  put  upon  the  Motion  by  the 
right  hon.  Oentieman  who  had  just  spoken, 
whif^  it  was  not  i2it6nded.to  bear,  inaa- 
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mnoh  as  it  was  in  no  way  proposed  by  it 
to  upset  the  whole  principle  upon  which 
the  grant  for  education  was  now  adminis- 
tered. For  himself,  he  might  say  he 
would  by  no  means  give  his  assent  to  the 
Committee,  if  its  objeots  were  such  as  they 
had  jtut  heard  described.  He  quite  oon- 
curred,  he  might  add,  with  his  right  hon. 
Friend  near  ium  that  the  question  of  im- 

S-OTing  the  constitution  of  the  Education 
epartment  was  one  well  worthy  of  con- 
sideration, while  his  impressions  were,  as 
far  as  they  went  at  present,  decidedly 
adverse  to  some  of  the  views  of  the  hon. 
Uember  for  Berkshire  (Ur.  Walter).  It 
was  most  deriraUe  that  the  ftmetiona  of 
the  Committee  should  be  made  dear.  It 
was  1^  no  means  intended  to  bring  under 
discussion  the  whole  principle  on  which 
the  Education  Grant  was  distributed.  The 
constitution  of  tiie  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  was  by  Orders  in  Council 
1856,  the  President  and  Vice  President 
in  hu  absence,  and  assisting  him  when 
present;  and  its  functions  related  to  the 
primary  education  of  the  working  classes, 
and  to  the  Department  of  Science  and  Art, 
the  Charities,  and  other  matters.  The 
Committee  proposed,  beyond  the  constitu- 
tion, to  look  into  the  system  so  far  as 
the  first  only  of  these  fiinotiotts,  and 
into  the  possible  extension  of  the  bene- 
fits of  inspection  and  grants  to  schools 
at  present  unassisted.  Such  terms  would 
muce  it  dear  that  no  Member  of  the 
Committee  could  open  up  the  larger  sub- 
jeot  alluded  to  b^  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Calne  (lu.  Lowe^.  The  present 
emistitntion  of  tiie  Committee  was  by  no 
means  aatis&otcny.  It  was  analogons  to 
the  constitution  of  no  other  Deputment. 
Originally,  he  beliered,  the  Board  of  Trade 
was  a  Committee  of  Council,  but  with  the 
usual  tendency  of  things  theoretically 
wrong  in  this  country  to  work  themselTes 
practically  right,  it  had  devdoped  into  a 
separate  Office.  The  Committee  of  Council 
was  anomalous  in  this  re^>ect,  that  a  subal- 
tern was  the  ordinaiy  t^ministrator,  and 
that  the  nominal  head  of  it  interfered  only 
as  much  as  he  was  inclined,  and  was 
appointed  for  other  purposes,  and  without 
rererence  to  his  fitness  or  turn  for  the 
Educational  Department.  'Whenerer  the 
President  did  interpose  the  effect  was  to 
diminish  the  interest  which  the  Vice 
Prerident  took  in  his  work,  and  that 
sense  of  individual  responsibiUty  which 
was  so  salutary  and  necessary  a  check  on 
tiw  perfornuuioe  of  all  duties.  In  his  own 


opinion,  it  would  be  much  better  to  make 
the  Vice  President  the  sole,  as  he  was  at 
present,  the  ordinary  administrator,  and  to 
make  him  wholly  responsible  for  the  con- 
duct of  the  Deportment.  That  was  at  least 
a  question  which  demanded  investigation. 
There  was  no  intention  of  repeating  a 
ReTision'  of  the  Code ;  but  he  could  con- 
ceive various  minor  points  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  Office  which  were  well  worthy 
of  consideration.  This  was  an  opportunity 
which  might  advantageoudy  be  taken  for 
putting  an  end  to  a  number  of  questions 
which  were  continually  bdng  toought 
forward,  but  whicfa  had  never  be«n  settled. 
Aa  to  the  manner  in  which  Minutes  of 
Council  were  pnbUsbed,  he  was  satined 
with  the  danses  on  that  point  in  tiie  lost 
edition  of  the  Revised  G6de.  They  now 
understood  dearly  that  when  any  Minutes 
of  Council  were  passed  by  the  Committee, 
they  were  to  be  laid  for  a  month  on  the 
table  of  the  House  before  they  became 
law;  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
introduced  the  usefid  practice  of  accom- 
panying the  introduction  of  new  Minutes 
with  explanations.  Therefore  there  was 
now  no  fear  of  a  Minute  coming  into  ope- 
ration without  the  House  having  its  atten- 
tion called  to  it,  and  being  made  aware  of 
its  nature.  Another  question  was  whether 
the  number  of  Inspectors  could  not  be 
reduced  ?  Under  the  present  system  there 
mu^  always  be  a  great  number  of  Inqiec- 
tors,  because  each  religious  denomination 
required  one.  He  believed,  however,  that 
tiie  number,  especially  in  Scotland,  was 
needlessly  luge ;  and  as  to  England  there 
was  no  necessi^  for  every  kind  of  sohod 
in  each  doiomination — ana  ragged  school^ 
indnstrid  schools,  refonnatones,  md  &o« 
tory  schools  besides — Shaving  each  a  spedal 
Inspector.  The  House  should  contnbute 
to  no  school  not  within  the  cognizance  of 
the  Education  Department,  and  that  one 
Department  should  be  held  responsible  for 
the  Estimates  of  every  kind  of  school  and 
present  them  together  to  the  House. 
Another  branch  of  the  inquiry  was  whe- 
ther the  Government  inspection  and  grants 
might  not  be  extended  to  many  schools 
which  were  now  "unassisted."  By  that 
expression  "  unassisted  "  it  appeared  to  be 
insinuated  that  these  schools,  designated 
as  the  poorest,  were  incapable  at  present 
of  obtaining  ascdstance,  Now,  he  protested 
against  that  idea.  If  they  were  not 
assisted  it  was  because  they  did  not  choose 
to  take  Bsristanoe.  It  was  not  because 
they  Ten  poor  that  Ih^  did  Jjot  leooive 
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it.  The  same  yiduntaij  action  would  auf- 
floe  ererjrwherei  and  be  rafflount  to  meet 
flte  easjr  temu  (tf  the  grantB,  if  they  de- 
nied it  In  the  oases  cited  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Berkshire,  it  was  foond  on 
inqairj  that  there  were  rich  landowners 
who  gave  only  a  few  pounds,  and  that  was 
the  reason  why  the  sohools  were  not  receiv- 
ing more  aasistanoe,  the  grant  being  always 
a  sabsidy  to  subscription  This  was  the 
question  upon  which  the  fate  of  the  whole 
system  depended.  He  believed  in  ^lis,  as 
in  all  cases  where  any  institution  was 
supported  partly  by  public  and  partly  by 
pnvate  funds,  tiie  tendency  always  would 
De  for  the  institution  to  rest  ultimately  on 
one  or  other  basis  of  support.  He  might 
instance  the  old  houses  of  ooirection, 
which  were  established  as  charities,  and 
had  ended  by  becoming  State  institations. 
A  more  recent  case  in  point  was  the  xefoF' 
matories,  which  had  become  more  and 
mwe  dependant  on  publio  grants,  and  Lass 
on  prin^  funds.  In  the  same  way  these 
primary  stduwls  woold,  he  beUeved,  tend, 
not  to  the  nde  of  dependenoe  on  the 
Department,  but  to  the  side  of  dependence 
on  voluntary  support,  partly  because  the 
GhiTemment  would  grow  impatient  of  the 
ezp^diture,  and  putly  because  the  sys- 
tem involved  the  great  injustice  that  the 
rich  towns  most  always  have  the  Uon's 
share,  and  the  poor  villages  a  very  small 
proportion  of  the  publio  granto.  What- 
ever the  conditions  be  of  any  public  sub- 
sidy, the  claimants  who  most  easily  fulfil 
them  most  get  more  in  the  exact  propor- 
tion of  thdr  wanting  less,  and  the  inevi- 
table limit  must  press  against  the  neediest 
But  if,  in  order  to  reatm  the  lowest  claim- 
ant, we  begin  tampering  with  the  general 
system,  and  allowing  a  scramble  for  public 
money  oatmde  the  system  altogether,  we 
have  really  arrived  at  the  end  of  a  justifi- 
cation of  tHftiwfati'niwg  any  publio  system 
of  m<m^  aid  to  aduds  at  all.  Setter 
keep  Uie  annual  million  in  onr  pocketa, 
and  dispense  it  as  we  please  to  our  poor 
schools,  than  pass  it  tlurough  the  waste  of 
a  public  office  only  to  do  the  same,  with 
the  addition  of  needless  e^ienditure  in 
rich  sohools  also.  He  tiierefore  demurred 
to  the  last  reference  to  the  Committee  pro- 
posed by  the  bon.  Member  for  Berkshire. 

Sin  LAWRENCE  PALK  said,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  no  greater  or  worse 
abuse  in  regard  to  the  rural  parishes  of 
England  had  been  inflicted  for  a  great 
number  of  years  than  that  iuflioted  by  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education.  The 


right  hon.  (Jentieman  the  Uember  for 
Ctdne  throughout  his  speech  seoned  to 
assume  that  there  could  be  no  schoolmu- 
ters  but  those  who  were  oniifioated,  and 
no  judges  of  education  but  those  who  sat 
on  the  Government  benches.  Against 
both  these  propoaitious  he  ventured  to  pro- 
test. He  believed  that  in  rural  parishes 
if  they  had  local  rates,  local  influence,  and 
local  management,  they  would  mete  out 
some  measure  of  justice,  some  measure  of 
fairness,  and  education  would  be  further 
extended.  As  it  was,  the  principle  upon 
which  the  incidence  of  the  operation  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  turned  had  beat 
to  tax  the  poorest  parishes  to  enable  them 
to  aid  the  edncaticm  of  the  richest.  In 
Lancashire  he  knew  th^  received  more 
than  thOT  contributed;  wlule  his  own 
county,  Devonshire — a  very  mor  one — 
oontrunited  mudi  more  thou  it  leonTOd. 
So  glaring  was  the  iiyustioe  that  it  had 
attracted  tiie  attention  of  a  lady  enunent 
for  her  munificence  and  hw  constant  acts 
of  charity,  and  who,  of  her  own  aooord, 
had  proposed  a  plan  which,  he  was  glad  to 
say,  had  met  with  approbation  from  the 
members  of  the  Committee  of  Council  <m 
Education.  He  was  very  sorry,  however, 
to  say  that  such  alterations  had  been  made 
by  them  in  the  plan  as  would  render  what 
would  otherwise  have  been  a  boon  wholly 
useless  and  of  no  sort  of  benefit  to  the 
county  he  had  the  honour  to  represent 
The  hon.  Baronet  proceeded  to  read  a  let- 
ter from  the  Rev.  B^^nald  Barnes,  of  St. 
Marychurch,  Devon,  who  had  been  active 
in  grouping  the  parishes  in  lus  nrnghbonr- 
hood  together  so  as  to  Ailfil  the  require- 
ments of  the  Privy  Council.  Mr.  Barnes 
was  of  opinion  that  Miss  Contts^s  sohnu 
would  work  well,  because  the  manage* 
ment  was  adapted  to  local  dnmmstanoes, 
but  that  the  proposed  Minute  would  dwy 
assistance  to  many  groupt  of  neceantons 
parishes.  The  House  had  agreed,  and 
wisdy  agreed,  to  limit  the  education  of 
the  people,  at  all  events  the  education 
which  they  supplemented  by  their  votes, 
to  elementary  ustruction ;  and  if  it  was 
right,  as  he  assumed  it  was,  that  the 
country  should  educate  its  people,  he  con- 
tended they  had  no  right  to  educate  one 
portion  of  the  commimit^  and  leave  the 
others  in  the  grossest  ignorance.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Lowe)  evi- 
dentiy  indicated  tiuong^ut  the  whole  of 
his  speech  hia  great  fear,  not  that  ednoa- 
tion  should  not  spread,  but  that  the  na* 
tnre  of  education  itsdf  should  deteriorato. 

Digitized  byLaOOgIC 


889      MuMiion^BtUei      {FxBBirisTas,  1865)     CmmittHmmifor*  890 


Vow,  he  (EKr  lAwrenee  falk)  admitted  13iat 
it  was  the  dutjr  of  the  coanlay  to  teach  the 
elenuntarjr  knowledge  of  reading,  writing, 
and  arithmetic;  but  the  moment  they 
Btepped  beyond  that,  and  educated  a  por- 
tion of  the  people  to  a  d^;ree  whioh  was 
cqoiralent  to  capital  and  wealth  to  them- 
selves, to  the  detriment  of  those  who  were 
left  without  ednoation,  they  inflieted  a  vast 
injiutioe:  they  gave  to  one  portion  of 
their  population  wealth  and  capital,  and 
positiTely  consigned  another  portion  to 
hopelees  ignorance  and,  unaided,  eduoa- 
tional  destitution,  ikvonshire  was  a 
county,  as  were  the  western  oonnties  gene- 
rally, oontaining  a  poor  and  sparse  popula- 
tion, very  mooh  scattered ;  and  he  would 
ask  them  to  compare  for  a  moment  the 
condition  of  those  who  had  received  the 
heneflt  which  was  derived  by  large  eom- 
munitiea  from  OovemmeDt  ud,  with  die 
ediwataonal  de^tatieo  viiieh  prevailed  in 
the  poor  and  seattered  distriots  to  whidi 
he  retored.  If  he  wanted  an  illnstration 
of  the  disparity  between  the  edncation  of 
Ae  urban  peculation  and  the  want  of 
edooaiion  in  the  rural  parishes,  he  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  refer  to  the  hon. 
Uember  tot  Birmingham  (llr.  Bright) 
whose  absence  at  that  moment  he  greatiy 
deplored.  That  hon.  Gentleman,  address- 
ing a  large  body  of  his  sympathisers  and 
admirers  the  oUier  day,  tumbled  6ver  an 
old  joke  attributed  to  tiie  right  hon.  Gen- 
tieman  the  Member  fdr  Buckinghamshire 
(llr.  Disraeli),  by  others  to  the  noble  Lord 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  (Yisoount 
Falmerston),  and  by  some  traoed  as  far 
beek  as  the  reign  of  Queen  Flizabeth — 
namely,  that  the  farther  he  went  west  the 
more  convinoed  he  vras  that  tlie  wise  men 
came  from  the  east;  and  he  seemed  to 
find  in  that  old  joke  a  snlgeot  of  amnse- 
moit  and  great  satiBfret^.  In  his  mind 
it  created  a  different  fisding.  He  felt 
adiamed  tiiat  any  one  hcddmg  the  high 
pontion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  pre- 
t«ding  to  have  gr«tt  inflnence  with  those 
whom  he  represented,  should  have  gloried 
in  that  ignorance  which  the  injastiee  of 
the  law  had  created ;  but  he  could  not 
believe  that  there  was  any  snch  differenoe 
in  bodies  of  men  as  to  make  the  population 
of  the  north  intrinsioally  more  adapted  to 
receive  edueation  than  the  population  of 
the  south  and  west.  If  Uiey  educated  the 
one  and  fiuled  to  educate  the  other,  then, 
indeed,  the  joke  might  be  a  good  one, 
although  it  md  not  carry  justice  or  oom- 
num  sense  with  it   If  the  sense  did  flow 


fromtiis  eaat,  ttwas  to  be  resetted  thai 
jnsties  did  not  flow  ahmg  with  it  A 
statement  had  been  pnt  into  his  hands  by 
the  olergyman  of  Bt  Stephen's,  Devon- 
port,  dated  the  2nd  of  January,  1863,  and 
he  thought  the  House  would  be  of  opinion 
that  the  country  itself  was  d^raded  by 
the  possibility  of  such  a  state  of  things. 
The  dairyman  asked  his  support  in  behalf 
of  some  3,300  of  the  poorest  and  most  de- 
praved classes  who  were  to  be  found  con- 
gregated at  the  rate  of  200,000  the  square 
mile  among  shopke^rs  of  a  third-rate 
rate  kind,  beeraouses  innumerable,  and 
worse  places  still  adjoining.  They  had 
schools  there,  in  which  between  SOO  and 
400  of  tiie  children  of  the  aoldien  and 
sailors  of  Her  Uigesty's  army  and  navT 
and  of  the  labonnrs  in  Hot  Majesty^ 
dotards  were  being  educated  ;  ue 
Chnxoh  BOTvioes  were  maintained  vo- 
luntary oontribntions,  th^  had  abundant 
helpos  in  the  sdiools,  but  were  sorely  in 
need  of  pecuniary  aid.  It  might  be  righ^ 
the  hon.  Baronet  oontinued,  to  educate  the 
urban  population  of  the  north ;  it  might 
be  right  to  relieve  ttie  agricultural  parishes 
of  the  south  in  thor  destitution ;  but  he 
thought  no  man  in  the  House  or  out  of  it 
would  say  that  it  was  right,  proper,  fair, 
or  just,  to  leave  in  the  streets  of  Bevon- 
port  and  Plymouth  the  children  of  soldiers, 
sailors,  and  marines,  to  the  charity  of  ill- 
paid  clergymen  for  their  education,  and  to 
the  charity  of  the  public  for  that  super- 
vision which  could  alone  preserve  them 
from  the  temptations  which  abound  in 
garrison  towns.  They  had  many  schools 
in  Devonshire ;  they  had  diooeean  Inspec- 
tors and  cbariteble  institutions,  but  he 
regretted  to  say  there  was  me  establish- 
ment whitdi  was  fiur  below  what  vras  re- 
quired, and  wonld  be  filled  if  three  times 
as  large — the  Devon  TSiama  of  Mwoy, 
which  was  a  reftige  fi»  those  nnfortunatos 
the  daughters  of  those  scddiers,  sailors,  and 
marines,  who  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and 
often  younger,  had  become  tiie  prey  of  ig- 
norance and  distress  in  the  streets  of  their 
garrison  towns.  The  steto  of  education 
in  his  own  county,  if  there  were  no  other 
reason,  was  sufficient  to  induce  him  to  give 
a  cord^  support  to  the  Motion  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  John  Pakington)  and 
also  to  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Berkshire  (Mr.  Walter).  He  held 
in  his  hand  a  lettsr  whioh  gave  instances 
of  two  extensive  parishes,  oontaining  re- 
spectively a  population  of  460  and  330,  in 
whioh  the  tithes  belonged  to  theDean  and 
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Chapter  of  a  populouB  city  at  a  distance ; 
tiie  offloiatii^  olergy  had  but  Bmall  salaries, 
there  vere  no  nndent  goitiy,  and  the 
nrareit  town  was  seren  miles  distant  in 
tlie  one  case  and  ten  in  the  otiier,  and  yet, 
though  they  contributed  to  the  ftind  for 
ednca^ton  li^  otiier  parishes,  they  receired 
neither  an  annnid  grant,  a  grant  for  re- 
pairs or  building  of  Bchools,  nor  any  grant 
iQ  aid  of  education  whatoTor.  He  had 
also  in  hia  hand  a  letter  from  a  gentleman 
who  ocoQpied'the  important  post  of  dioce- 
san Inspector  in  the  county  of  Devon,  and 
who  stated  that  out  of  foiiy-six  schools  in 
his  district  only  twenty  got  Qoverument 
money,  though  they  all  contributed  more 
or  less  to  the  promotion  of  education ;  they 
were  almost  uways  sapported  by  the  per- 
sonal exertions  of  the  inoumbents,  and  the 
burden  was  often  very  grievouB  upon  per- 
sons of  small  means.  In  one  case  QoTffln- 
ment  aid  was  refiised,  because  there  was 
no  playground  attached  to  the  school, 
though  it  was  situated  on  the  rei^  of  a 
moor,  where  the  children  could  play  and 
roam  about  at  will;  and  in  another  be- 
cause  the  master  had  inverted  feet,  the 
excuse  in  this  case  bdn^  Uiat  the  children 
wonld  Boffto  ftom  looking  at  this  defor^ 
mity.  However,  after  many  exooses,  and 
when  at  Imgfih  drivm  into  a  comer,  the 
Government  admitted  that  the  small  placee 
must  go  to  the  wall.  He  very  much 
doubted,  however,  whether  such  a  policy 
was  founded  in  justice,  or  was  wise  or 
statesmanlike.  While  he  thanked  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Yice  President 
of  the  Council  for  the  boon  which  had 
been  aflforded  to  agricultural  families,  he 
pointed  out  that  the  requisition  that  each 
pariah  should  have  a  school,  aud  that  the 
master  should  visit  each  school  every  week, 
and  the  limitation  of  the  operation  of  the 
scheme  to  parishes  within  a  mile-and-a- 
half  of  a  ^o^ulation  of  500  would  mate- 
rially impair  its  efficiency.  The  difference 
between  the  scheme  of  If  iss  Burdett  Coutts 
and  that  of  the  Board  was  that  the  former 
made  no  limit  to  the  duties  of  the  school- 
master, because  confidence  was  felt  in  the 
efforts  of  earnest-minded  men,  sooh  as 
diocesan  Inspectws ;  wlule  what  tiie  Oo- 
vemnunt  reqaind  was  that  the  sohoola 
should  fulfil  the  stipulations  in  order  to 
obtain  the  small  grant  in  case  the  results 
were  aatis&otory.  He  did  not  object  to 
the  urban  sohools  having  advantages  in  the 
form  of  night  and  other  schools.  Large 
populations  had  more  right  to  assistance 
than  sparse  ones;  but  the  provisions  of  the 
Sir  Lawrmee  PaH 


Revised  Code  ought  to  be  extended  to 
poorer  parishes,  on  the  principle  that  one 
and  all  severally  contributed  to  the  fund. 
He  had  given  notioe  of  a  Motion  whioh  he 
should  have  made  had  not  the  right  hen. 
Baronet  have  submitted  the  present  Uo- 
tion.  As  he  (Sir  Lawrence  Pidk)  thought 
the  line  pursued  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
better  than  his  he  should  content  himself 
with  supporting  the  motion,  and  not  pw- 
severe  in  his  own  Besolution. 

Mb.  F.  S.  POWELL  expressed  his 
great  satisfaction  that  the  Government 
had  consented  to  grant  this  Committee, 
and  for  two  reasons.  First,  because  it  was 
of  considerable  importance  for  the  good 
working  of  our  institutions  that  all  branches 
of  our  executive  GoTemment  should  be 
sabject  to  the  most  rigid  supervision  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  Secondly,  because 
it  was  feared  some  years  ago  that  the 
mani^^  and  masten  ot  schools  mi^t 
prove  too  strong  fiff  the  central  bo^,  it 
was  not  less  necessuy  to  guard  against  the 
central  authority  proving  too  strong  for 
Parliament.  It  was  lane,  as  had  been  said 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  Ihe  Member 
for  Galne  (Mr.  Lowe),  that  the  aofaijecta  to 
be  referred  to  this  Committee  were  within 
the  scope  of  the  inquiiy  of  the  Boyal 
Commission;  bat  it  was  equally  oertoin 
that  the  B>eport  of  that  Commission  gave 
□0  complete  or  satisfactory  information  as 
to  the  respective  functions  of  the  President 
and  Yice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council.  The  Commission  reported  that 
the  Lord  President  was  "as  o^icio  the 
head  of  all  Committees,  and  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  Education  among  others ; " 
while  the  Vice  President  was  described 
as  "the  Parliamentary  head  of  the  De- 
partment," and  one  who  "assists  the 
Lord  President,  and  acts  for  him  in  his 
absence."  The  question  here  arose — was 
the  Vice  President  superior  to  the  Presi- 
dent as  his  "Parliamentary  head?"  Was 
the  "Parliamentary  head"  superior  to 
the  high  officer  whom  he  "  assisted,"  and 
for  whom  he  "acted  in  his  absence ^" 
The  question  as  to  tiie  superiority  of  fimo- 
tions  in  these  oases  had  not  been  answered. 
He  confessed  that  he  had  heard  with  in- 
finite surprise  tiie  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentieman  the  Member  for  Came 
(Mr.  Lowe),  that  the  conscience  clause 
had  not  been  enforced  in  the  Church  of 
England  schools.  The  right  hon.  Gentie- 
man had  become  facetious,  and  he  talked 
about  the  fly  and  the  miorosoope.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  played  the  part 
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of  philosopher  and  the  mionwcope,  bat  he 
conld  certainly  never  have  played  the  part 
of  the  fly,  or  he  would  have  been  con- 
soions  of  the  torture  and  wretchedness  con- 
sequent upon  the  inflioUon  of  the  cnudenoe 
cUuue  on  the  ologymen  of  tiie  Cainrch 
England.  He  was  strongly  reminded  of 
the  old  school-boy  phrase  "No  oompnl- 
sion,  cmlyyoa  most;"  and  clergymen  of 
the  Ghnroh  of  England  had  snbmitted 
to  the  lesser  of  two  evils  and  accepted 
the  conscience  olaase  rather  than  deny 
the  benefits  of  education  to  the  people. 
The  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Lawrence  Falk) 
had  said  in  the  North  of  England  there 
was  great  assistance  given  to  the  schools, 
whilst  in  Devonshire  and  the  south  there 
was  none.  He  believed  that  was  not  the 
case,  but  the  truth  was  the  North  of  Eng- 
land had  been  aoonstomed  to  assist  itself 
— had  not  waited  for  others  to  assist  it, 
but  had  been  foremost  in  the  struggle. 
Beferenoe  had  also  been  made  to  Devon- 
port  and  the  other  Boyal  dockyards;  and 
he  trusted  the  children  of  our  soldiers  and 
sailors  would  receive  due  attention  in  the 
matter  of  education  at  the  hands  of  the 
Oovemmont.  If,  as  the  hon.  ICember  had 
said,  non-asnstanoe  was  owing  to  the  deans 
and  ohaj^tera,  the  latter  shoodd  remember 
that  tiieir  fimctions  were  intended  to  be 
exerdsed  in  the  intwest  of  the  peopk^  and 
if  snch  dereliotion  of  duty  could  be  pointed 
ont  he  (Mr.  F.  S.  Powell)  hoped  such 
a  deep  disgrace  would  be  wiped  out.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  who  moved  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  Committee  had  alluded 
only  to  the  action  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  in  Downing  Street;  but  another 
department  of  the  Committee  —  namely, 
that  of  Science  and  Art,  which  had  its 
centre  at  South  Kensingtoo,  would  also 
come  within  the  terms  of  the  reference. 
That  department  was  gradually  getting  a 
laige  nnmber  of  various  societies  and  in- 
stitutions under  its  superintendence,  and 
seemed  to  be  easting  a  wistful  eye  even  at 
the  National  Oallery.  This  tendency  to 
absorb  other  institutions  was  one  to  be 
watched,  and  one  department  ought  not 
to  be  allowed  to  absorb  them  withoat  the 
Aill  enuent  of  the  House.  He  regretted 
that  Soirace  and  Art  had  not  received  a 
lai^  share  of  snp^rt,  uid  that  the 
British  Museum  was  in  the  state  of  con- 
fusion which  now  prevailed  there.  The 
proper  way  to  proc^,  however,  was  not 
by  beguiling  the  country  into  a  high  art, 
but  by  proooiing  from  this  House  the  co- 
operation which  he  was  sure  they  would 


always  be  willing  to  afford  in  promoting 
Buoh  an  object.  In  his  opinion  the  inquiry 
now  asked  for  should  be  granted,  if  only 
because  of  the  unsatisfoctory  relationB 
jrhidh  now  easted  between  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ccnncil  and  those  who  devoted 
themselves  to  the  wcvk  of  education 
throughout  the  oonntry.  Those  relations, 
although  improved  of  lat^  were  capable 
of  still  fiuther  improvement.  Then  the 
uncertainty  which  now  prevailed  so  gene- 
rally among  the  school  managers  and  the 
masters  would  be  very  much  diminished 
by  inquiry.  It  was  difficult  to  obtain 
pupil-teachers,  of  tiie  male  class  at  least, 
in  consequence  of  the  uncertainty  which 
existed,  and  if  Ihe  pupil-teachers  fuled  the 
supply  of  masters  woald  become  defective. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Calne  had  said  that  capital  was  as  a  coy 
maid,  which  would  not  easily  lend  itseu 
to  her  admiiws ;  but  if  capital  was  coy. 
confidence  in  a  pnblu  Department  was 
more  so.  Now,  condderaUe  disappoint- 
ment had  been  felt  in  consequence  of  the 
interpretation  put  on  the  late  night  school 
Minute.  If  the  managers  had  known  that 
forty  meetings  of  the  school  instead  of 
thirty-nine  were  required,  such  onmber  of 
meetings  would  have  been  held.  The 
interference  in  the  ardhiteotoral  arrange- 
ments of  tiie  school  buildings  had  also  been 
another  source  of  disappointment  But  if 
this  subject  were  fully  investigated,  and 
if  it  were  shown  that  these  discontents 
arose  partly  from  misapprehension  as  to 
what  actually  was  taking  place,  and  partly 
from  doubt  as  to  the  remedy,  he  believed 
that  in  the  place  of  apathy  and  slothful- 
nesB  there  would  be  activity  and  exertion. 
He  did  not  wish  to  break  down  the  safe- 
guards of  the  grant  as  they  now  existed. 
He  was  aiudous  to  maintain  every  safe- 
guard calculated  to  call  forth  public  as- 
sistance, but  he  did  not  think  the  safe- 
guards should  be  all  on  one  side — on  the 
side  of  a  great  Department,  and  not  on  the 
side  of  friends  of  education  in  the 
towns  and  counties.  He  hoped  the  result 
of  this  inquiry  would  be  a  more  wide- 
spread oonfidmce  in  the  Committee  of 
Council,  that  ftdocation  would  beoome 
more  extraided  in  ]&igland,  and,  finidly, 
that  the  difficnlties  which  had  been  sug- 
gested would  be  removed  \tj  a  careful,  an 
intelligent,  and  an  impartial  inquiry. 

Mb.  H.  a.  BBUCE  :  It  was  not  my  in- 
tention to  offer  any  opp<Mition  either  to  the 
Motion  or  the  Amendmcoit  now  before  the 
House.   I  cannot,  indeed,  altogether  deny 
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the  proporition  of  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Uember  for  Calne,  that  there  ia  no 
neoesdty  for  thia  inqniry,  inasmnoh  as 
ample  mfonnation  already  ntsts  upon  the 
sabjeot,  nor  that  to  some  extent  it  is  dan- 
gerous ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  cannot 
but  ftel  that  the  very  appcnntment  of  the 
Orannuttee  may  serve  tiu  nseftil  purpose 
of  restoring  peaoe,  harmony,  and  good 
understanding,  both  in  this  House  and  in 
the  oountry,  on  the  long-contested  subject 
of  education.  It  is  admitted  on  all  hiuids 
that  great  dissatasfaction  and  discont^t 
exists,  and  my  right  hon.  Friend  himself 
gave  good  reasons  for  their  ezutence  — 
reasons  alike  honourable  to  himself  and 
the  Department  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected; but  that  they  did  exist  no  one 
can  doubt,  or  that  oonsiderable  distrust 
had  been  expressed  from  time  to  time  in 
this  House.  Therefore,  it  is  of  the  highest 
importance  in  a  matter  which  is  no  party 
question,  but  is  one  in  which  we  are  all 
interested,  and  in  which  the  fodingB  of 
the  country  are  bo  stnmg^y  bound  np,  that 
whatever  tends  to  prodaoe  harmonioafl  ac> 
iHxm  should  be  oonoeded  by  Government, 
even  though  some  littie  risk  shouM  thereby 
be  inenrred.  I  have  already  said  I  do  not 
think  the  whole  of  the  inquiry  necessary, 
and  with  regard  to  the  coiwtitntion  of  the 
Department  I  doubt  whether  any  witnesses 
can  add  to  the  information  on  the  subject 
contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sion. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  John 
Pakington)  has  succeeded  in  showing  to 
a  certain  extent  that  the  constitution  of 
the  Department  has  its  anomalies,  and  that 
it  differs  in  certain  points  from  all  other 
Departments ;  but  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  too  well  acquainted  with  our  con- 
stitution not  to  know  that  it  is  full  of 
anomalies,  and  that  in  various  Departments , 
of  Gh>vemment  may  be  found  at  least  half- 
a-dosen  such  anomalies.  But  the  question 
foT  the  House  to  dedde  is  simply  whether 
the  system  works  well,  or  whether  it  ia 
ready  with  a  new  one  which  promises  to 
work  better.  I,  for  (me,  have  no  ftith  in 
the  reforms  and  imrffovements  suggested 
by  the  ridit  hon.  Gentleman.  I  doubt 
wiiether  ute  influence  of  the  Detriment 
would  be  extended  by  its  headship  being 
vested  in  a  Minister,  and  that  Minister 
being  in  this  House ;  neither  do  I  see  any 
reason  to  believe  that  he  would  necessarily 
be  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  are  various  reasons  why  the 
head  of  the  Department  should  be  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  one  sufficient  reason  being 
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given  by  my  ri|^t  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Calne— namely,  that  the  Established 
Church  was  represented  by  the  bishops  in 
tiiat  ^rase.  The  speech  of  my  right  hoa. 
Friend  the  SCember  iox  Calne,  howevM*. 
showed  me  that  our  ommons  do  not  exactly 
coincide  as  respeots  the  exact  portion  of 
the  Vice  President  I  do  not  know  that 
the  measure  of  our  diffiarences  is  vary 
great,  but  I  myself  have  never  regarded 
the  Yioe  President  as  standing  in  the  posi- 
tion of  an  Under  Becretai^  of  State.  An 
Under  Secretary  of  State  is  not  necessarily 
supposed  to  take  any  part  in  the  delibera- 
tions of  his  chief,  while  the  Vice  President 
is  a  Member  of  the  Committee  of  Council, 
ia  which  the  policy  of  the  office  is  de- 
cided. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  John 
Pakington)  telis  us  that  he  had  from  the 
first  foreseen  the  evils  of  the  present  ar. 
rangement,  and  he  quoted  the  prophecies 
of  Lord  Derby,  Lord  EUenborough,  Lord 
Grey,  and  otiiers,  who  anticipated  fiuinio 
upon  the  ground  of  the  authority  and  re- 
sponsibility being  ^vided.  But  whw  the 
First  CoDunisaifmer  of  Vwks,  who  was 
the  first  Vice  President,  brought  ftvwaid  in 
1867  the  Educational  Estimates  in  thu 
House,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  fblt  none 
of  those  apprehensions  and  doubts.  He 
then  stated  uiat  he  derived  great  pleasure 
&om  the  fnct  that  the  Vote  for  educational 
purposes  was  brought  forward  in  that 
House  by  a  Minister  of  !^ucation,  who 
was  responsible  for  its  various  estimates. 
It  was  only  the  year  after  he  was  ap* 
pointed,  it  is  true;  but  I  do  not  think 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentieman,  who  has 
given  his  special  attention  to  the  subject 
of  education  from  that  time  until  the  pre- 
sent, both  within  and  without  this  House, 
ever,  until  last  year,  fixed  upon  Uiis  par- 
ticular evil  as  the  cause  of  the  shortcomings 
of  the  Educational  Department.  But  the 
right  hon.  G^Ueman  has  shown  that  he 
has  confounded  the  defects  of  the  system 
with  the  defoots  of  the  organintitm  of  the 
Department,  because  he  has  contended  that 
it  was  owing  to  that  wganisatitHi  that 
education  had  not  extended  into  the  poorer 
districts.  It  is  unnecessary  to  go  over  thjO 
ground  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Calne  has  trod  with  so  much 
ability  and  power,  but  surely  the  right 
hon.  Gentieman  (Sir  John  Pakington)  must 
now  see  that  tiie  Department  cannot  be 
blamed  or  hcdd  resptmsible  for  the  defects 
of  the  system  it  has  had  to  administer,  and 
whioh  had  horn  decided  upon  after  repeated 
disenssion  in  this  House.   That  i^stom  is 
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founded  iqKin  tro  pineiideB,  that  of  afford- 
ing aid  to  Tolimtai7  effbrtfl»  and  of  making 
effiaotnal  {worisions  fbr  tiie  improrement 
of  education ;  with  what  jnstioe  then  oan 
the  Department  be  reproached  for  foiling 
to  asnst  distriots  in  which  no  Tolnntary 
efforts  have  been  made,  or  which  have 
failed  to  comply  with  the  required  con- 
ditions of  efficiency  ?  We  have  heard  this 
evening  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Devon 
that  some  county  and  some  town  diBtricts 
were  unaseisted,  but  he  forgets  that  in 
this  metropolis  there  are  more  unassisted 
districts  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
country.  This  is  not  from  want  of  wealth ; 
the  people  may  be  poor,  but  the  property 
is  there,  although  it  is  unfbrtnnately  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  have  no  zeal  for 
education,  or  if  they  have  who  show  it 
elsewhere.  The  problem  to  solvei  l^ere- 
fore,  is  how  are  we  to  assist  districts  of 
this  desoriptlon,  and  if  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Hemfaer  for  Berkshire  (Mr.  Walter) 
will  enable  us  to  solve  it  without  destroy- 
ing the  leading  principle  of  the  Code  I  am 
sure  both  I  and  the  whole  House  will  be 
very  thankfol  to  him.  But  I  confess,  how- 
ever much  I  should  like  to  see  it  solved, 
whether  through  the  proposed  Committee 
or  net,  I  have  but  little  hope  that  he  will 
find  the  solution.  The  right  hon.  Qentle< 
man  (Sir  John  Fakington)  has  clearly  in- 
dicated what  he  intends  to  propose  ■ — 
namely,  to  intrust  to  local  bodies  the  duty 
of  extending  assistance  to  places  not  hi- 
therto reached.  But  can  local  bodies  be 
safely  trusted  with  the  expenditure  of  Im- 
perial funds  ?  Can  yon  venture  to  dissociate 
expenditure  from  responsibility  ?  That 
wonld  be  the  introduction  of  a  most  dan- 
gerous principle.  The  Department  haa  been 
reiaoached^  especially  by  tbe  hon.  Hember 
for  Devondiire,  for  deficienoies  in  this  re- 
spect, but  snrely  Uie  hon.  Uember  must 
recoUeot  that  the  subject  is  not  now  pressed 
on  the  attention  of  the  House  for  the  first 
time,  that  these  deficiencies  in  the  system 
were  notorious  and  had  been  made  tbe 
subject  of  repeated  inquiry,  and  that  plan 
after  plaa  has  been  invented  to  remove 
them.  We  all  remember  tbe  Kancbester 
and  Salford  scheme^  the  nearest  approach 
to  a  national  system  ever  propounded,  and 
which  was  discussed  at  great  length,  and 
leceired  with  great  favonr  by  a  certain 
party,  but  which  fell  to  the  ground  be- 
fore tiie  strong  opposition  offered  to  it. 
Then  thwe  came  the  propositi(m  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  oi^ito  (Sir  John 
Fakington),  that  every  parish  in  the  coim- 
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try  might,  if  it  chose,  levy  rates  for  the 
Buppnt  of  schools.  That  eacperienoed  op> 
position  in  this  House  on  the  ground  of 
objections  to  a  mtem  of  rating  for  such 
a  purpose,  and  also  because  that  system, 
it  was  contended,  wonld  fail  exactly  in 
those  districto  which  it  is  most  difficult  for 
education  to  reach.  Then  there  was  the 
plan  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  which  was  that  a  parish  should  be 
bound  to  maintoin  a  school  just  as  it  was 
bound  to  maintoin  ito  highways,  and  should 
be  compellable  to  do  so.  This  was  in  fact 
a  compulsory  system  of  education,  differing 
however  from  the  Oerman  system  in  this 
respect,  that  it  did  not  compel  attendance 
at  school,  but  only  the  provision  of  suffi- 
cient schools.  Next  came  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  Boyal  Commission,  which 
were,  in  ^feot,  that  the  aid  given  by  the 
Stoto  through  tiie  Frivy  Council  shomd  be 
continued,  but  be  supplemented  by  farther 
aid  giv^  by  county  boards  out  of  the 
county  rates  mi  conditions  less  stringent 
than  those  imposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Council.  The  right  hon.  Oentleman  has 
more  than  once  reproached  the  Government 
for  not  having  adopted  tiieir  recommenda- 
tions, forgetting  that  during  the  long  dis- 
cussions which  followed  the  publication  of 
the  Beport  of  the  Commission,  his  was  the 
only  voice  which  advocated  that  portion 
of  their  scheme.  Tbe  right  hon.  Member 
for  Cambridge  University  brought  forward 
certain  Eesolntions  in  opposition  to  the 
Government,  and  they  formed  the  basis 
of  the  Revised  Code.  From  no  side  of 
the  House  did  the  recommendations  of  the 
Commission  receive  any  support,  and  the 
silence  with  which  they  were  treated  was 
ev^  more  ngnificant  Uian  the  active  op- 
position given  to  Lord  Russell's  scheme. 
The  Education  Department  has  been  re- 
proached for  not  anticipating  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  noble-minded  and  generous  lady 
to  whom  allusion  has  already  been  made. 
Now  the  subject  of  education  was  so  gene- 
rally interesting  that  many  active  and  in- 
telligent minds  were  constantly  occupied 
in  suggesting  schemes  for  ito  improvement. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment to  listm  to  every  useful  and  practical 
suggestion,  whenceeoever  it  came,  and  thOT^ 
had  done  so  in  the  present  instance.  It 
was  found  not  to  militote  against  any 
principle  of  the  Code,  for  a  certain  nimibOT 
of  schools  wonld  be  attended  by  a  certifi- 
cated master,  and  Government  would  thus 
hare  tibe  means  of  reaching  districto  not 
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hitherto  aceeseible.  We  l^enfore  vQliogly 
and  gbdly  adopted  the  suggestion  in  qaes- 
tion.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that 
there  are  doubts  n^ether  tiiis  system  is 
likely  to  be  Tery  efibctiTe.  I  will  not  pro- 
phesy, bat  though  tbere  are,  indeed,  diffi- 
culties connected  with  it,  they  are  not  so 
great  as  those  involved  in  the  seheme 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  suggested 
— the  forcible  anion  of  a  number  of  pa- 
rishes into  one.  He  said  that  we  should 
take  power  to  unite  parishes ;  but  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  not,  at  the  moment,  prraent 
to  his  mind  the  foundation  of  oar  whole 
scheme  of  education.  We  have  no  power 
to  compel,  though  we  might  invite,  pa- 
rishes to  combine  and  then  g^re  them  as- 
sistance. Let  me  however  give  the  House 
an  example  of  the  obstacles  to  such  a  plan. 
In  1866  we  were  asked  to  assist  in  aiding 
a  common  school  fbr  two  parishes.  The 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education  made 
a  grant  of  £600  and  Ibe  school  was  opened, 
bat  afterwards  a  difference  arose  between 
the  clergymen  belonging  to  the  two  pa- 
rishes, and  one  of  them  prevailed  on  his 
pariBhioners  to  withdraw  their  children. 
Subsequently  an  application  was  made  to 
the  Education  Office  for  a  grant  of  money 
to  poll  down  the  school,  because  it  was 
too  large  for  the  children  who  attended. 
Hany  instances  can  be  adduced  showing 
how  extremely  difficult  it  is  to  get  parishes 
under  the  gaidance  of  different  clergymen 
to  unite  for  this  purpose,  though  tiie  olgect 
might  be  effected  in  a  case  where  a  gentle- 
man of  great  local  inflnence  can  prevail 
on  different  clergymen  to  concur  in  the 
union.  The  scheme  contained  in  the  recent 
Minutes  is  not  exposed  to  the  same  dangers. 
All  that  would  be  necessary  under  it  would 
be  fbr  a  certain  number  of  purishes  to  agree 
uytm  having  one  master.  That  mtuter 
iTOuld  attend  the  different  schools,  and  at 
each  school  he  visits  he  would  be  under 
the  inBuenee  of  the  clergyman  or  manager 
who  gave  his  attention  to  that  particular 
school.  The  House  is,  perhaps,  not  aware 
of  the  immense  number  of  small  parishes 
collected  together  in  different  parts  of  Eng- 
land. I  have  selected  a  few  of  the  most 
striking  examples.  In  Iforthumberland 
there  are  540  parishes,  of  which  455  have 
a  population  less  than  500;  Norfolk  has 
787  parishes,  in  498  of  which  the  popnhi-  i 
tion  is  under  500  j  Lincoln  has  749  pa-  i 
rishes,  out  of  which  522  have  a  population 
less  than  500;  Somerset  has  490  jMuisbes, 
and  287  of  these  have  a  pi^ulation  less 
than  600 ;  Hants  has  845  parishes,  of 
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which  187  have  a  popnlatioD  leas  than 
500;  and  Toriuhire  baa  1,628  parishes, 
1,121  of  whidihare  a  population  less  than 
500.  The  sditaw  enaUa  not  only  small 
parishes  to  unite,  but  any  numbw  of  schoc^ 
may  combine  ibr  the  same  purpme.  It 
may  therefore  be  hoped  that  this  scheme 
in  conjanction  with  other  relaxations  in- 
troduced from  time  to  time  may  go  far  to 
mitigate  the  inequalities  of  the  present 
system.  During  last  year  no  less  than 
184  masters  and  mistr^ses  obtained  cer- 
tificates on  examination,  without  having 
passed  through  a  training  coll^.  Am 
many  as  124  pupil-teachers  have,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Code,  been 
provisionally  certificated  as  teachers  of 
rural  schools.  These  can  be  got  for  an 
annual  salary  of  about  £40.  There  exists, 
therefore,  no  great  diffiovlty  in  getting 
certificated  masten,  eonmdering  how  mneh 
the  qualiflcatitms  have  been  reduced. 
Again,  I  oannot  but  allude  to  a  passing 
remand  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Hember  fcwp 
Bn-kshire  for  the  purpose  of  protesting 
against  a  mode  of  argument  and  attack 
too  much  resorted  to.  The  right  hon. 
OenUeman  gave  me  credit,  which  I  do 
not  deserve,  for  inserting  certain  interest- 
ing tables  in  last  year's  Beport.  It  is 
true  I  signed  that  Beport,  but  it  is,  subject 
only  to  such  alterations  as  I  might  snggest, 
the  Report  of  my  predecessor  in  office.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Berkshire  asked  what 
was  the  secret  purpose  of  introducing  those 
tables,  and  snggested  that  it  had  some  dis- 
guised and  selfiBh  object.  I  answer  that 
its  sole  o^eot  was  the  information  of  the 
House.  The  Government  are  called  upon 
to  administer  the  system  fixed  upon  by 
the  House  as  the  only  one  posaUe,  and  it 
is  their  duty  to  show  how  far  it  has  suc- 
ceeded, and  where  it  has  foiled.  I  have 
said  ihat  I  do  not  myself  see  how  the  la- 
bours of  the  proposed  Committee  can  result 
in  any  very  considerable  improvement  of 
the  present  system ;  and  in  acceding  to 
the  wish  of  the  House  that  the  Committee 
should  be  appointed,  the  GK>vemment  are 
as  much  actuated  by  the  desire  to  restore 
confldenoe  and  peace  as  by  the  hope  that 
any  useful  sa^estions  may  flow  m>m  it. 
And  I  hope  that  the  Committee  which  will 
be  selected  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  be  so  oonstitated  as  effectually  to  guard 
against  the  dangers  which  have  been  an- 
ticipated by  the  right  hon.  Member  foi^ 
Calne,  as  also  to  wogh  the  sugMstiona 
that  will  no  doubt  be  liberally  offiafed  hf 
the  Tarious  witnesBes  who  nu^  'PP^  ^ 
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fun  them.  The  hon.  ICembe^  for  Gam- 
bridge  has  touched  upMi  tiie  oondoet  of 
flie  Department  with  respect  to  the  con- 
aAeuee  daase,  and  spoken  of  Uiat  clause 
as  having  been  forced  upon  the  nnhappy 
elei^^man,  who  has  been  driven  either  to 
accept  it  or  abandon  his  school.  But  all 
the  hon.  Member's  sympathy  was  shown 
for  the  dei^fjman,  and  not  for  the  children 
of  Dissenters,  who,  bnt  for  that  clause, 
would  be  exdoded  from  the  school.  As 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Calne  said,  the 
ooDseienoe  danae  io  one  sense  is  not  en- 
forced ;  but,  acting  upon  one  of  the  oldest 
rules  of  the  Code,  the  Ooremment  have 
felt  themselves  bound  in  the  case  of  a 
parish  whioh  oaa  have  calj  one  school,  to 
see  that  the  religions  oonvictiQBa  of  the 
Dissenting  minority  an  not  viokrted.  The 
conscience  elaqw  is  so  worded  ae  carefally 
to  avnd  any  intorfbrence  with  Ute  religious 
teaching,  whioh  goes  on  as  before,  power 
being  reserved  for  the  parent,  who  u  the 
best  judge  in  what  creed  he  will  have  his 
child  taught,  to  withdraw  his  child  from 
the  relipous  teaching.  It  is  quite  true 
tiiat  it  is  only  within  the  last  five  or  six 
^ears  ^t  the  conatnence  clause  has  been 
insisted  on.  I  make  that  admission ;  but 
the  fact  is  that  about  that  time  it  was 
fbund  that  a  seeond  school  was  fieqoently 
called  for,  on  aecount  of  reUgiona  dissen- 
sions, in  parishes  for  which  one  school  was 
amply  sufficient.  The  Department,  being 
bound  to  consider  the  principles  on  which 
the  grant  was  made,  therefore  decided, 
wiady,  I  think,  never  to  make  a  grant 
far  a  pariah  in  whidi  tiien  was  a  cntain 
minority  of  Dissenters,  without  propor 
security  been  taken  against  the  violation 
of  their  reli^ous  convictions.  I  will  give 
an  instaaoe  which  has  come  within  my 
own  knowledge  during  the  last  fow  days 
of  the  noeeeaity  for  such  a  provision.  In 
a  parish  in  Linoolnthire  two  ehildreu  of 
Baptist  parents  wen  sent  to  a  Kational 
School,  built  with  money  partly  granted 
by  the  State,  bnt  at  a  time  {vevions  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  conseienee  elause. 
In  a  few  weeks  the  clei;g^  man  informed 
the  parents  tiiat  anless  theu:  childrm  wen 
baptised  they  must  be  withdrawn  firen 
the  sdiool.  !nie  parents  hesitated  for  some 
ttm^  bn^  having  mo  other  ashool  to  send 
tbear  dhUdrra  to^  they  irem  obliged,  agaiaat 
thnr  flsnvietianfl,  to  have  them  baptiied. 
A  few  yean  aftcnnvda  tbev  Mot  another 
oUld  to  tfa>  ■bliocl,  and  agam  the  okvgy- 
nan  insiated  that  it  ihovtd  be  baptised. 
Tha  pennta  iiAiiad  ta  eompfy*  and  the 


ehild  waa  wxthctewn,  and  at  this  moment 
then  is  a  oomspondenoe  going  on  with 
the  clergyman  and  the  trustees  in  that 
ease.  ^Of  course  we  have  no  right  to 
interfere.  The  clergyman  is  acting  in  his 
strict  ri^t — he  has  the  power  to  exclude 
all  these  who  refose  to  learn  tiie  oatechism 
or  attend  the  church.  Bnt  I  ask  whether 
tills  is  not  the  sort  of  ease  which  amply 
justifies  the  eonscieiioe  clause  ?  Knowing 
hew  powerful  an  iostroment  the  Church 
is  in  the  education  of  the  rnral  districts, 
and  that  in  those  districts  the  cause  of 
education  depends  almost  entirely  upon 
the  vigorous  and  active  co-operation  of  the 
Church,  I  have  but  one  feeUog,  and  that 
is  a  deaira  Uiat  this  question  may  be  settled 
upon  tenna  honourable  to  her  and  honour- 
aUa  to  ounelves.  Bnt  the  House  will 
perceive  that  these  grievances  having  be«i 
onoe  found  to  ezirt  it  is  impcarible  that 
they  should  nmatn  unattended  to.  How 
they  should  be  dealt  with  may  properly  be 
conridered  in  the  Committee,  for  this  diffi- 
culty has  been  one  of  the  principal  reasons 
why  education  has  not  extendi  itself  as 
rapidly  as  it  might  hare  done  in  the  rural 
districts.  If  this  qnesticm  alone  can  be 
mtisfeetorily  settled,  I  am  oonvineed  tiiat 
t^e  labours  of  the  CoBmittee  wiU  not  have 
been  in  vain. 

LoxD  BOBGBT  CECIL :  Sir,  I  am  not 
about  to  enter  into  any  lengthened  contro- 
versy with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  on  the  sulrjeet  of  tiie 
conseienee  clause.  I  do  not  entinly  agree 
on  that  pdnt  with  my  rig^  hon.  Jraend 
who  made  this  ICotion.  I  am  net  so 
satisfied  aa  he  is  as  to  the  good  eflbots  it  ii 
oalcttlated  to  produce,  and  I  do  not  emceal 
htm  myself  so  maok  as  I  think  he  does 
the  diffleulties  which  acoompany  it.  But 
I  would  remind  the  right  bett.  Gentleman 
the  Vice  Freeident  of  this  Department  that 
the  existiag  ^stem  derives  its  whde 
energy  for  the  spread  of  education  from 
the  oo^>peration  A  nligons  seal;  and  that 
if  you  choose  to  accept ,tbe  oo-operation  of 
that  zeal  yon  must  aooept  with  it  alt  the 
oeoditions  which  it  involves.  Men  do  not 
can  to  teach  a  bmled-down,  diluted, 
cokrarleN  rdHgjon.  They  can  to  teadi 
that  religkm  in  which  tii^  tikmnsalveB 
believe.  They  will  not  teadi  a  mere 
q^stam  of  morality,  divested  oi  Ae  unriA- 
nal  tmtha  upon  which  thmr  beU  that  Ihflir 
ownsalTBtiflttdependa.  nnsianotthe^daea 
fee  me  to  argoe  whethet  sui4  a  h^ot  is 
right  er  wnog ;  b«t  X  want  to  point  oat 
t»  the  rigkk  kso.  flantefr^and  tihk 
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Bx}iu^  that,  if  you  choose  to  aooqit  the 
poverftil  aid  of  this  nUgions  cealf  yoa 
murt  not  cmoeal  from  yonnelTes  tiiat 
what  you  call  an  exoInsiTe  religion  is  one 
of  tiie  conditions  of  the  operation  of  that 
leaL  Bat  I  shonld  like  to  reaerre  till 
some  other  time  the  more  extended  dis- 
oasdon  of  the  question  of  the  consoienoe 
clause,  because  I  am  bound  to  say  that  my 
right  hon.  Friwd  the  Member  for  Droit- 
wioh  did  not  enter  into  its  merits.  He 
went  only  upon  the  constitutional  ground 
common  to  those  who  approve  the  con- 
science clause  and  those  who  regard  it 
with  distrust.  He  advanced  the  doctrine, 
which  I  maintain  to  be  a  fundamental 
doctrine,  that  any  measure  so  important 
as  the  raforoement  of  the  conscience  clause 
ought  never  to  have  been  undertaken  by 
an  exeoutive  Department  without  the  de- 
liberate and  formal  concurrence  of  tiie 
House  of  Commons.  I  was  pleased  to 
hear  the  Sjpeedi  ct  the  Yice  Prandent  of 
the  Committee  of  Conncil  for  one  reason, 
tiiat  he  b^n  hj  entirely  endorsing  the 
epeedh  of  tiie  ngfat  hon.  Gtentleman  the 
Member  for  Calne.  He  said  that  in  one 
sense — and  I  was  surprised  that  a  right 
hon.  OenUeman  with  such  liberal  opinions 
should  have  two  senses  to  such  words — 
he  said  that  in  one  sense  it  was  true  that 
the  conscience  clause  bad  not  been  en- 
forced. But  as  he  proceeded  his  native 
trutiifulness  ovdroame  his  official  discretion, 
and  he  went  on  to  say  that  it  had  been 
insisted  upon.  Now,  I  wont  to  know 
what  is  the  precise  difference  between  en- 
forcing it  and  insisting  upon  it  The 
right  hon.  Member  for  (Mne  is  undoubtedly 
distinguished  in  this  House  hj  great 
abilities  and  rnvsHi  influence ;  bat  it  will 
be  allowed  that  he  is  rather  addicted  to  a 
halnt  of  refining  upon  words ;  and  I  think 
he  has  given  way  to  this  propensity  in 
tiie  present  insfamce.  It  is  iral  known 
that  the  Committee  of  Coondl  have  not 
enforced — because  they  have  not  the  power 
of  life  and  death--but  have  made  it  a 
condition  of  their  grants  in  certain  cases 
that  the  cooBcienoe  clause  should  be  adopt- 
ed. I  do  not  imagine  that  hon.  gentiemen 
on  the  Treasury  Bench  wiU  deny  that. 
But  if  tiiat  is  the  case,  you  cannot  say 
that  the  conscience  clause  has  not  been  en- 
forced. The  righihon.  OenUeman  who 
has  just  sat  down  is  an  orator  eminentiy 
soitad  for  his  poritioa  in  thu  respect,  that 
he  very  rarely  wn  anything  which  can 
offand  those  who  disagree  with  him,  and 
it  veiy  careful  in  stating  his  own  opinions 


— which  he  does  with  all  candour  and 
straightforwardness — to  employ  no  phrase 
to  which  an  omMment  can  otneot ;  and  if 
only  that  right  non.  Gentleman  had  spoken, 
tills  debate  could  not  have  been  oontinaed 
mooh  longer.  But  the  right  hosi.  Member 
for  Calne  is  a  Gentleman  of  a  diffncnt 
temperament.  The  intendty  of  his  ctm- 
victions  and  the  strength  of  hia  impulsee 
prompt  him  to  use  language  of  a  more 
decisive  character.  The  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Calne  impumed  in  the  most  abso- 
lute manner  the  -^ole  of  the  ailment 
advanced  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  tlie 
Member  for  Droitvrich.  He  denied  that 
there  was  any  want  ef  fixed  responsibility 
in  the  present  constitution  of  the  Commit 
tee  of  Council ;  and  he  went  on  to  illus- 
trate that  position  by  telling  us  that  the 
whole  responsibility  for  the  conduct 
of  tiie  Education  Depaitment  in  this 
ooantcy  rests  witii  Lord  Granville.  Well, 
Sir,  I  should  be  satisfied,  witiiont  a  mnj^ 
a^nment  fbrther,  to  rnt  upon  tlwt  ad- 
misnon  the  proof  that  tiiere  is  no  Tery 
definite  reeponsibility  on  the  sulgeet  of 
edaoatim.  But  the  right  hon.  GenUeman 
went  on  with  what  I  ^ould  have  thought 
tile  hopeless  attempt,  at  all  events  in  tiiis 
House,  to  contend  that  tiie  Minister  for 
Education,  being  the  Lord  President  of 
the  Council,  and  being  the  only  man  re- 
sponsible for  the  conduct  of  this  Depart- 
ment, ought  to  have  a  seat,  not  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  but  in  the  House  of 
Lords.  And  the  proof  he  advanced  for 
that  doctrine  was  this,  tiiat  the  educa- 
tional grant  was  distributed  mainly  among 
members  of  the  Church  of  England,  and 
that  the  Bishops  of  that  Church  have  seats 
in  the  House  of  Lords.  I  was  pleased  to 
find  in  him  so  enthnriastio  an  advocate  of 
the  rights  of  the  Church  of  England,  tod 
I  oonld  not  help  thinking  that  hu  removal 
tnm  the  Treasary  Bench  had  effooted  a 
marked  change  for  tiie  better  in  the  right 
hon.  Gentieman.  It  is  a  new  development 
of  hii  character.  But  I  confess  that  this 
boon  would  have  been  of  more  value  if 
the  Bishops  had  the  slightest  power  of  in- 
terfering with  the  grant  for  education. 
But  it  does  so  happen  that  the  Hoase  of 
Commons,  acting  on  the  unquestionable 
usages  of  centuries,  have  always  con- 
tested with  the  Lords  tiieir  ngfat  to 
interfere  with  grants  of  public  money; 
and  the  oonseqnmce  is  that  there  is 
no  power  in  either  the  Bish(^  or  tha 
House  of  Lords  to  int^ere  with  or  modify 
to  the  extent  trf  a  ainfl^  pemy  the jpnto 
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on  whiidi  the  effldenoj  of  the  ednoational 
ayatem  depends.  Tiaking  a  more  oonati- 
tational  view  oi  the  Bnbjeot,  I  shoald  say 
that  the  Minister  who  is  raqwnsihle  for 
the  great  expeoditure  of  a  D«>artment 
ought  rather  to  hare  a  seat  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  From  this  House  all  expen- 
ditore  flows,  lu  this  House  is  determined 
on  what  objects  the  expenditure  of  the 
country  shi^  be  bestowed;  and  it  seems 
to  me  a  vital  defect  in  the  organization  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  that  the  Ifinister 
who  is  really  responsible  for  that  Depart- 
ment is  beyond  responsibility  to  the  House 
of  Commons.  But  then  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  adraues  an  a^ninent  which  I 
confess  struck  me  as  one  of  a  very  cogent 
character.  He  told  us  that  if  the  Minister 
of  Edncatitai  were  in  this  House  ha  would 
be  liable  to  be  abandoned  by  his  oolleagneB; 
that  when  be  brought  forward  great  mea- 
anrea  on  Ednoa&m,  hia  coUeagues  would 
decline  to  support  him,  he  would  not  be 
backed  up  by  those  who  sat  hende  him. 
I  acknowledge  the  conolnsivenesB  of  that 
argument.  It  is  evident  to  any  one  who 
remembers  our  recent  history  how  effec- 
tively the  Minister  of  Education  has  been 
backed  up  by  his  colleagues  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  We  know  that  on  all  occa- 
sions they  have  protected  him  by  carefol 
organization  against  any  chance  defeats, 
that  they  have  been  careful  to  push  for- 
ward his  measures  at  whatever  costs  to 
themselves,  that  they  have  never  stooped 
to  a  devioe  in  order  to  cover  him  with 
confosion  and  to  save  themselves  from  a 
Uiniateiial  defoat.  In  that  point  of  view, 
the  right  hm.  Gentleman  has  a  great  deal 
to  Bi^  for  hia  peracmal  experience  in  fovour 
<tf  keeping  the  Freaident  of  ConnoU  in  the 
Honae  of  Lorda.  The  rig^t  hm.  Qentle- 
man  made  a  vwy,  earnest  iminsBioned 
speech,  but  it  was  a  speech  with  this  pe- 
ouliarity,  that  it  was  filled  with  admissions 
that  supported  to  the  very  utmost  all  the 
arguments  of  ^e  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Droitwich.  for  instance,  I 
tiiink  the  burden  of  his  speech  was  to  tell 
us  that  the  system  of  the  Education  De- 
partment was  foil  of  complexity,  and  that 
it  was  intensely  unpopulu'  with  the  coun- 
try. He  conduded  a  very  eloquent  and 
animated  peroration  by  lamenting  that 
nnp<^alBrity,  and  drawiog  a  sort  of  moral 
on  t^e  ingratitude  of  the  people  who  had 
been  aerved  so  well.  But  I  should  have 
thought  tiiat  a  system  so  intenaely  un- 
popiuar  and  so  complex  that  no  one  could 
nndeiataad  it  wu  a  legitimate  aubjeot  of 


inquiry  by  the  Honae  of  Ccansuma.  Then 
the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  went  on  to  ana- 
other  admiasion.  He  told  the  House  titat 
the  Education  Department  possessed  a 
quati  legislative  power.   Now,  I  can 
hardly  conceive  that  anybody  could  have 
expressed  more  clearly  and  more  aptly  the 
precise  nature  of  the  objection  that  we  on 
this  Bench  have  to  the  constitution  of  that 
Department.    We  do  not  like  a  quasi  legis- 
lative power~tbi8  imperiwn  in  imperio. 
There  is  one  legislative  power  in  the  king- 
dom, and  that  is  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  ;  and  any  other  power 
which  interferes  with  that  is  dangerous  to 
the  State  and  perilous  to  the  liberties  of 
the  subject.    And  see  how  that  jrwm 
legislative  power  works.   The  right  non. 
Gratieman  has  introdooed  in  ms  tame 
many  important  ehuigee  in  the  Edaeational 
Code.  He  does  not  conoeakthe  impOTtance 
of  tiie  changes  he  has  introdooed.  Ha 
tells  na  he  has  deetroyed  the  veated  in- 
terests of  10,000  sohoolmaatera,  and  turned 
adrift  15,000  managers.    I  cannot  recapi- 
tulate the  enormous  changes  whicdi  he, 
with  feelings  of  self-complacency,  recounts. 
Is  it,  then,  any  presumption  in  the  House 
of  Commons  that  they  should  wish  to  have 
some  share  in  such  changes,  and  to  deter- 
mine whether  they  are  right  or  wrong  ? 
There  is  no  doubt  a  form  gone  throu£^ 
when  these  changes  are  made.    The  Mi- 
nutes of  Council  an  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House ;  and  if  any  hon.  Member  can 
get  a  Tuesday  within  a  month,  and  if  he 
is  not  "  counted  out,"  or  beaten  by  an 
accidental  division,  it  ia  possible  not  to  re- 
verse a  partioular  Minnt^  but  that  he  may 
indnoe  the  Committee  ^  Council  to  lay 
upon  the  table  another  Minute  differing  \yy 
illusory  alteration  from  tiiat  of  wMoh  be 
baa  complained.   That  is  the  extent  of 
the  power  of  the  House  of  Commons  over 
tiie  Minutes  of  the  Council.   We  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  changes  introduced 
in  the  national  system  of  education  by  the 
Revised  Code,  the  extent  to  which  they 
affected  individual  interests,  the  extent  to 
which  they  affected  individual  interests, 
the  panic  struck  uito  the  managers  by  the 
alterations  in  that  Code.    An  hon.  Friend 
of  mine,  the  Member  for  Berkshire  (Mr. 
Walter),  proposed  to  the  Committee  at  the 
time  a  measure  which  he  thought^  rightiy 
or  wrongly,  would  cwrect  the  evil  tendency 
of  the  fievised  Code,  by  giving  effect  to  it  in 
its  ultimate  and  most  l(^oalreanlta;  but  ho 
was  beaten  by  a  majority  of  ^ven.  Wo 
all  knov  how  flur  an^iloail^witdtitiJEK 
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pmns  tha  opinion  of  the  Houa  and  hov 
eauly  it  maj  be  rerened  on  a  fotnze  oooa- 
noB.  Bat  the  roles  of  the  Hoon,  provide 
that  a  negatiTo  haring  been  onoe  giren 
the  deoinon  conld  not  be  ohaUenged,  and 
Um  Oommittae  of  Council  were  able  to 
earry  tha  Bevised  Code  into  force  withoat 
ttie  •oneotaTfl  owidiiion,  and  flu  hon.  Kem- 
ber  for  Berhahire  was  left  to  another  year 
to  renew  his  Hotvm.  Last  year  we  had 
oeoasiiHi  to  object  to  wlut  we  thought  a 
most  dangerous  innoTation  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  on  the  subject  of  t^e 
endowment  of  tohools.  It  was  not  merely 
that  they  had  altwed  the  condition  of  their 
grants,  but  by  a  oareflil  and  most  ingenious 
blow  they  struck  at  the  very  principle  of 
endowments.  They  tried,  and  they  suo- 
oeeded  for  a  time,  in  deciding  as  a  principle 
of  State  policy  that  endowmuts  are  not 
the  property  of  those  for  whose  benefit 
th^  are  made,  but  are  part  of  Uie  public 
vropwty  of  the  State.  A  principle  more 
niBUg^t  with  danger  it  is  impossible  to 
oonoeiTe.  Well,  this  Ifinuto  was  laid 
i^on  the  taUe;  olgeotimi  was  taken  to  it, 
a  debate  MavUad,  and  the  vpmsai  of  the 
Hmiaa  was  maniftated  against  it.  The 
right  hon.  Ifomber  for  Gaib»,  willingly  or 
vnwillingty,  ma  oonpelled  to  ffm  way, 
with  a  proaiaa  that  he  would  introduce  a 
saw  Uinvte  in  aooordanoe  with  the  op- 
iHDi<nk  of  the  House.  We  thought  we 
had  obtained  a  victory,  and  that  the  odious 
ICinute  would  be  revised.  Not  a  bit  of  it. 
A  slice  was  taken  off  the  comer,  and  the 
Ifinute,  so  improved,  was  introduced,  and 
the  opinion  of  the  Honse  again  challenged 
on  the  subject.  Owing  to  the  want  of 
speakers  or  some  of  thoee  other  accidents 
■0  OMnmon  in  this  House,  a  snatch  diviaon 
was  taken  just  before  dinner.  There  were 
Uembers  mough  outside  the  door  to  carry 
flw  division  against  the  revised  Minute, 
but  the  Oovemmoitoained  it  by  a  majority 
of  Mght  By  this  peouliar  arrangement, 
\n  wnidi  the  dedittms  of  the  Committee 
of  Ooonoil  are  onhrsnbmitted  to  the  House 
in  tiiB  fivm  of  a  ICnute  laid  on  the  taUe 
for  a  month,  that  "  snatch  division"  conld 
not  be  reveiiwd.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Droitwioh,  later  in  the 
Session,  denred  to  asoertain  the  t^inion 
of  the  House  od  the  point;  but  yon,  Sir, 
tobad  him  to  proceed,  laying  down  tiiat 
flu  decision  of  ttie  Honse  onoe  made  oould 
sot  be  mvmed  in  the  same  Sesrion. 
Sapponng  that  instead  of  this  deapotio 
prsoeeding  on  Ob  part  of  the  Osmittee 
of  Coimal,  they        nlgect  to  tho  same 


conditions  as  other  departments,  and  com- 
pelled to  oome  to  m  Honse  for  an  Aot 
sanctioning  what  they  proposed, — theques- 
tion  affecting  public  mon^,  ndigion,  edu- 
cation, the  vested  interMts  of  tens  of 
thousands  of  men,  tho  good  foith  of  the 
States  the  managers  of  schools  who  had 
made  great  aamifleea  with  a  patriotio  aim — 
supposing  the  Government  compdled  to 
ask  for  an  Aot  of  Parliament  in  order  to 
carry  oat  thmr  views,  should  we  have  bera 
confined  to  a  ringle  issue  ?  The  wisdom 
of  our  ancestors  for  centuries  past  has  pro- 
vided that  important  measures  shall  be 
submitted  again  end  again  to  the  House 
of  Commons  before  they  become  the  law  of 
the  land.  There  would  be  the  first  read- 
ing, the  second  reading,  going  into  Com- 
mittee, each  stage  in  Committee,  report 
on  Committee,  the  third  reading,  the  ques- 
tion that  the  Bill  do  pass— in  all  these 
stages  it  would  have  been  open,  again  and 
again,  to  test  the  opinion  of  the  Commons, 
80  that  no  change  affecting  the  liberty  of 
the  subjeat  ahonU  have  beoi  agreed  to  till 
it  waa  asoertained  that  it  was  tiie  de- 
termined and  d^berate  will  9i  thft  Honae 
of  Commons.  These  may  seem  to  be  mere 
questions  of  form.  To  my  mind  th^  are  all 
importuit  questions  of  substanoe.  If  it  is 
right  that  upon  one  single  vote  principles 
of  tiiis  importance  should  be  decided,  if 
the  eduoation  office  has  a  right  to  oarry  off 
as  a  permanent  triumph  any  "snatched 
divirion,"  then  all  the  prinoiplea  of  tho 
House  have  been  radically  wrong.  Either 
we  ought  to  altw  the  principle  on  which 
Acts  of  Parliament  are  passed,  and  allow 
the  Government  to  pass  Acts  of  Farlis- 
ment  by  Minutes  of  Coundl,  to  be  laid 
from  time  to  time  on  the  table  of  the 
House,  leaving  it  to  hon.  Members  to 
challenge  them  within  a  montii,  or  else 
the  Minutes  of  Council  ought  to  be  sub- 
jected as  frequentij  and  as  thoroughly  to 
the  decision  of  the  House  of  Commoia  as 
any  other  sul^ect  that  oomes  before  it 
Tlw  so-called  fwm  Iq[islative  power  of 
the  Gounml  ia  nothing  more  than  ju^ling 
the  House  of  Commons  oat  of  its  authority. 
If  the  revised  code  had  been  submitted 
genuinely  and  honestly  to  the  House  of 
Commons  the  resuU  would  have  been  vwy 
differmt.  There  is  only  one  other  point 
to  which  I  desire  to  allude.  The  right  hon. 
Gentieman  (Mr.  H.  A.  Bruce)  has  referred 
to  the  wide  discontent  which  exists  in  the 
oountiT  with  respect  to  the  iteration  of 
the  education  uw.  The^nght  Jion. 
Oantleman  (Mr.  J«f|^M9MCM:igte  it 


009  fFnusr  38,  18661     CimmitU$  moved/or.  910 


rather  a  oreditable  thing  than  othwwiie, ' 
and  elaimed  wedit  for  tbe  boldaesa  with  i 
■wiaxSk  he  ofaallei^ied  ttie  iU-wiIl  and  the 
diaoontant  of  the  mau^en  of  aohoola.  If 
that  is  a  firtae  there  is  no  more  -rirtnoos 
Itembef  ot  the  Honse  than  the  right  fami. 
Gentleman.  But  it  is  more  in  aooordanoe 
with  the  practice  of  the  Honse  to  beliere 
that  when  any  wide-spread  discontent  ex- 
ists that  that  discontent  ought  to  be  made 
the  subject  of  careful  and  anxious  inquiry. 
My  own  impression  on  the  matter  it  diis. 
I  do  not  wish  to  speak  of  anyone  not 
present  in  a  tone  of  censure,  but  no  doubt 
the  managers  of  sohools  and  the  clergy 
hare  been  annoyed  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  poww  Tested  in  the  Secretary 
of  the  Gonneil  has  been  exercised.  I 
wish  to  make  no  cha^  wounding  the 
feeling  of  that  Oentleman.  On  the  oon- 
ttaiy,  if  I  aocuse  him  of  anything  it  is  this 
—-that  being  an  able  man,  «^  haTing 
strong  Tiews  of  what  was  good  for  the 
eoun^,  he  grasped  at  the  power  of  carry- 
ing wee  views  into  effect  But  fiiere  is 
no  doubt  that  the  feeling  exists  far  and 
wide  that  the  responsibili^  of  ttie  Educa- 
tion Department  to  Parliament  is  a  sham — 
that  the  practical  power  is  centred  in  a 
permanent  officer,  and  that  so  long  as  he 
entertains  opinions  hostile  to  the  straight- 
forward and  proper  working  of  this  educa- 
tional system,  and  retains  ^e  power  which 
he  now  possesses,  the  Education  Depart- 
ment and  the  managers  of  schools  through- 
out the  country  will  never  be  brought  into 
harmony.  Whether  that  be  so  I  am  un- 
able to  judge.  I  merely  express  the  feel- 
ing of  discontent  which  I  hare  heard  out 
of  doMB.  But  whethw  this  feeling  be 
just  or  not,  it  is  fiur  to  tiw  managers  of 
schools,  and  it  is  no  lets  ftir  to  the  Seere- 
tary  of  Conniul  himself,  Uiat  that  dionld 
be  made  the  sulject  of  oanfal  inquiry. 
We  ought  to  ascertain  whether  any  undue 
power  is  lodged  in  men  who  are  not  re- 
sponsible to  Parliament.  If  we  are  certain 
that  there  is  not,  their  guiltlessness  ought 
to  be  pubUshed  to  the  world — we  ought 
to  ehow  on  whom  the  responsibility  rests, 
to  make  it  so  clear  that  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  and  that  thereafter  tiie  elei^ 
and  managers  of  schools  throughout  ^ 
country  may  understand  that  responsi- 
bility, and  may  fix  upon  Farliamentaiy 
offidads  tnoh  responsibility  as  is  their 
due.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  the  present 
state  of  opinion  out  of  doors,  and  consid- 
ering the  disoontent  and  difflenlty  whieh 
has  emsted  for  tiu  lost  six  yean,  thare 


is  ample  eaaie  and  jnitiftoation  tat  in- 
quiry. 

Mb.  ATETON  said,  tiiat  the  lemadcs 
made  by  the  noble  Load  who  had  just  sat 
down  might  induoe  Uie  Honse  to  heUere 
that  hoo.  Qenttemen  sitttDg  on  the  Oppo- 
sition benches  only,  were  averse  to  the 
granting  of  money  for  educational  pur- 
poses, except  by  Act  of  Parliament.  But 
in  that  riew  of  the  question  he  cordially 
concurred.  He  had  on  a  former  occasion 
contented  himself  with  entering  a  protest 
against  the  practice  of  making  educational 
grants,  and  had  patiently  awaited  the 
time  when  a  better  feeling  would  take 
possession  of  the  House,  and  when  that 
assembly  would  return  to  those  constitu- 
tional powers  which  had  been  rtiernA 
to  in  the  course  of  his  speech  by  tlie  noble 
Lord.  He  did  not  oertainly  agree  with 
the  re&renoes  which  had  been  made  by 
the  noble  Lord  to  his  right  hon.  Frimd 
the  Member  for  Gahie.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  educational  grant,  which,  as 
tbey  aU  knew,  began  with  a  vwy  small 
one,  had  crept— for  he  would  not  say 
grown — up  in  an  nnsatisfiftotory,  skulking 
manner,  instead  of  by  bold,  healthy,  and 
rigorous  strides,  and  the  result  was,  that 
they  had  introduced  into  this  oountry, 
by  the  intense  oleroness  of  a  number  of 
persons,  an  elaborate  system  of  State— or 
what  its  promoters  were  pleased  to  deno- 
minate— national  education,  while  mask- 
ing and  covering  their  ideas  in  popu- 
lar opinions.  I^e  grant  had  increased 
from  £30,000  to  a  sum  bordmj^  upon 
£1,000,000,  and  with  this  increase  had 
crept  in  numerous  abuses,  for  the  subjedi 
had  been  dealt  with  fh>m  the  first  with 
studied  artifice  and  concealment  of  pur- 
pose. His  rig^t  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Lowe) 
on  acoepting  offioe  had  found  these  diffl- 
cnlties  to  deal  with,  and  if  any  Minister 
had  the  power  of  granting  £1,000,000 
orer  the  country,  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  attempt  any  correction  of  abuses 
without  becoming  the  most  unpopular  man 
in  the  kingdom.  If  he  were  told  that  his 
right  hon.  Friend  had  made  himself  un- 
popular, he  oonld  not  but  regard  the  cir- 
cumstance as  a  proof  that  his  right  hon. 
Friend  had  performed  his  duty.  He 
thought  that  his  right  hon.  Friend  had 
been  eminently  successful  in  checking  the 
abuses  which  had  crept  in,  and  in  laying 
the  foundatitm  of  a  better  system,  and  he 
believed  thiU  that  Gentleman  had  rendered 
more  servioe  to  the  oountry  thfu>  ainr  Mi- 
niater  who  occupied  oliiAJe^WS^tajC 
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-doriag  the  present  Administration.  He 
felt  oonvinoed  that  the  Education  De- 
partment iUl  when  his  right  hon.  Friend 
lengned  his  office,  fbr  his  n^t  hoii.'Friend 
hsd  doomed  the  S^artmeot  1^  the  Tigo* 
mu  oonrse  vfaioh  he  had  adoptedi  and 
the  Honse  had  now  eome  to  see  the  nooes- 
aty  oF  dealing  with  those  questions  upon 
a  oonstatntiotul  hasis.  The  whole  matter 
now  seemed  to  be  io  the  hands  of  the 
autocrat  of  education  in  another  place. 
The  House  would  have  to  take  the  dis- 
posal of  the  money  into  its  own  hands, 
and  have  a  responsible  Minister  in  the 
House.  If  the  right  hoo.  Member  for 
Calne  (Mr.  Lowe)  had  been  such  a  respon- 
sible Ifinister,  there  was  no  doubt  he 
would  have  been  able  to  maintain  his 
own.  The  efforts  of  his  right  hou.  Friend, 
eveo  under  the  difficulties  alluded  to  by 
the  noble  Jjord,  had,  he  was  satisfied, 
been  attended  with  a  material  and  benefi- 
dal  alteration  in  the  mode  of  education. 
He  was  perfeotiy  oontont  that  his  right 
hem.  Friend  diould  l^or  under  temporary 
nnpopolarity,  faeoaoM  he  fUt  eonvinced 
that  the  people  would  ultimately  a[^re- 
date  the  sacrifices  which  he  had  made 
in  the  cause  of  education. 

Mb.  GATHORNE  HARDY:  It  would 
seem  from  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Tower  Hamlets  that  the  State  has 
been  the  founder  of  education  in  the 
country,  and  has  been  doing  something 
which  entitles  it  to  interfere  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  education  of  the  coun- 
try. Now,  I  entirely  repudiate  any  such 
nraon.  The  education  of  the  country 
has  been  founded  mainly  on  the  volun- 
tary efforts  of  the  people.  The  hon. 
lumber  for  Sheffield  cheered  the  state* 
ment  that  fbur-fifUu  of  Uie  grant  went 
to  the  olergy  of  the  EstabUahed  Church ; 
but  the  &o(  is,  that  they  hsTe  been  the 
foanders,  and  sapportm,  and  maintainors 
of  the  education  of  tiie  country.  When 
we  are  told  that  11,000  or  12,000  schools 
are  neglected  by  the  State,  and  that  grants 
are  not  given  to  them,  it  shows  that  the 
system  of  education  is  a  Tolantary  one,  to 
be  sopplemented  by  the  State,  and  that 
the  State  has  abstained  from  exeroising 
any  direct  control,  and  is  contented  that 
the  system  shall  be  voluntary;  that  the 
State  wUl  aid,  but  will  not  take  upon 
itself  the  oontrol  or  management  of  edn* 
oatitm.  Of  course,  to  a  certain  extent  it 
mnst  interfere.  It  must  see  that  the  school . 
honsea  are  of  a  proper  deeoription,  that  the 
•ohoolB  are  xaaest  prtxpet  aiacipline,  and 


that  sums  be  raised  voluntarily  to  jnstify 
the  State  in  rendering  assistance.    But  it 
was  never  intended  that  tiie  State  should 
interfbre  with  the  nUnoos  instmetion 
given  in  the  aehoda.   ftaotioalfy,  these 
sohools  tiuonghont  have  been  finmded 
upon  reUgjoi.   Those  Gentlemen  who  are 
in  &Tonr  of  aeenlar  ednoation  have  tried 
to  establish  thor  systems  in  this  country, 
not  with  their  own  money  but  with  that 
of  the  public.    Every  attempt  to  estab- 
lish such  a  system  either  by  grants  or 
rating  had  entirely  failed;  but  with  the 
religious  system  it  was  different.  The 
people  interested  in  religious  education 
have  given  sums  enormo^y  laige  com- 
pared with  any  State  grant,  and  Uiere- 
fore  it  is  that  they  feel  a^;rieved  when 
they  are  interfered  with  by  a  system  bong 
for^  on  them  by  the  Departinent  differ- 
ent from  that  which  they  have  given  thor 
money  to  support.    I  will  not  enter  into 
any  ^scnsnon  (m  the  subject  of  the  con- 
scienoe  clauses.  Nothing  has  surprised  me 
BO  mneh  as  to  hear  from  the  ngbt  hon. 
Oentlemaa  opposite  that  this  is  to  be  a 
subject  of  inquiry  before  the  Committee. 
The  inquiry  of  the  Committee,  aa  I 
understand  the  matter,  is  to  be  entirely 
confined  to  two  questions — tiie  qnestiim 
of  the  constitution  of  the  Department 
which  is  to  assist  education,  and  the 
terms  on  which  it  ought  to  make  its 
grants.    The  object  of  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Berkshire  is  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  want  of  assiatanoe  in  the 
case  of  small  schools  which  cannot  afibrd 
a  certificated  master,  without  entering 
into  the  question  of  religion  at  alL   I  am 
quite  satisfied  that  if  it  had  been  sn^nsed 
tiiat  the  right  hon.  Oentieman  was  pro- 
posing to  mnit  to  the  Committee  the 
connderation  of  a  question  so  great  as  that 
which  has  inddentaliy  been  introduced 
into  the  debate,  the  disenision  would  hare 
been  one  of  a  very  different  character. 
The  speech  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir 
John  Fakington)  was  confined  to  those 
points  which  he  considered  of  importance, 
and  when  he  referred  to  the  conscience 
clause  he  merely  said  that  it  was  intro- 
duced suddenly  without   having  been 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  this 
House.    I  rise  to  enter  my  protest  against 
that  question  being  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee. Before  referring  it  in  that  manner 
the  question  ought  to  be  more  seriously 
discussed,  and  attention  ought  to  be  called 
to  the  oases  in  wbioh  the  ooasoienoe  qhuue 
hu  been  epfoned^tizaibMtaO^be 
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undezstood  that  the  inquiry  of  the  Com- 
mittee is  to  be  confined  to  the  subject  to 
which  mj  right  hon.  Friend  and  the  hon. 
Hember  for  Berkshire  have  addressed 
tiienuelTes,  and  that  we  shall  leave  the 
oonsoience  clause  and  the  queetioa  of  de- 
duction for  endowments  to  be  considered 
on  their  own  merits.  They  do  not  affect 
the  oonstitution  of  the  Committee,  or  the 
system  on  which  they  act,  but  they  affect 
principles  upon  which  it  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  House  to  decode  at  some  time 
or  other.  Hie  Committee  is  to  inquire, 
not  into  new  qntema  of  State  or  looal  aid, 
bat  the  mode  of  administering  the  Farlia' 
mentary  grwit.  I  will  now  oiU  attention 
to  the  limitation  of  the  powers  of  tiie 
Committee  contemplated  by  the  terms  of 
my  hon.  Friend's  Motion.  It  runs  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  And  miM  into  tiM  but  iiiod«  of  extending 
the  beiMAts  of  GoTemment  itupsetion  and  the 
FnrliMnenUry  cnnt  to  lohoolf  at  jveient  nn- 
uiiat«d  by  the  SUte." 

Therefore  if  it  is  supposed  this  Motion 
is  to  lead  the  Committee  into  any  wide 
discuanon  as  to  new  methods  of  dealing 
with  religious  questions,  or  as  to  rates  for 
educational  purposes,  that  is,  I  say,  a 
great  mistake,  I  think  that  it  is  not 
competent  for  the  Committee  to  go  be- 
yond the  terms  of  the  Uotimi  into  any 
Bul^ect  on  whioh  Bu-Iiament  hu  akeady 
clecuded.  The  Hooae  has  already  decoded 
that  the  denominational  system  ia  that 
whioh  is  snppcnrted  by  Famamen^  and  I 
hope  the  House  will  adhere  to  that,  and 
not  allow  the  Committee  to  re-open  tihat 
subject  until  at  least  it  has  been  {mriouslT 
discussed  by  Parliament. 

Uk.  HBNBY  SEYMOUB  hoped  that 
the  terms  of  the  Order  of  Reference  would 
be  sufBoiently  wide  to  enable  the  Com* 
mittee  to  decide  what  the  functtons  of  a 
Uinister  of  Education  ought  to  be.  The 
Privy  Council  was  intrusted  not  only  with 
the  annual  grants  for  educational  purposes, 
but  with  the  sumaprearly  Toted  for  purposes 
connected  with  sciraoe  aad  art.  He  could 
not  nnderstand  why  a  departmental  ^vision 
ahould  any  longer  exist,  and  why  Uie  du- 
ties at  ^esent  intrusted  to  the  Department 
of  Soienoe  and  Art  ahonld  not  be  ocmftded 
to  the  Uinister  for  Eduoation.  The  Com- 
mittee might  also  inquire  adTantageously 
whether  great  educational  departments 
such  as  those  of  South  Kensington  and  the 
British  Uuseum  should  not  be  introsted  to 
the  same  hands,  the  House  under  the  pre- 
sent syBfenn  being  obliged  to  gain  its  in- 


formation indirectly — with  regard  to  the 
British  lifuBeum  from  some  one  of  the 
trustees  who  happened  to  be  a  Hember  of 
the  House.    In  endeavouring  to  draw  out 
the  Education  Department  aom  the  great 
body  of  the  Privy  Council  the  House  would 
be  following  striotiy  constitutional  pre- 
cedents.  The  legal  tribunals  of  the  coun- 
try had  gradually  absorbed  among  them- 
selres  the  jurisdiction  originally  exercised 
by  the  Sovereign  in  Council,  and  in  the 
last  century,  when  the  colonies  grew  into 
importance,  tiie  Board  of  Trade  and  Plan- 
tations assumed  a  separate  existencie. 
Only  ten  years  ago  the  colonies  were  sepa- 
rated fyom  the  Hinistry  for  War,  and  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  was  now 
charged  with  special  functions  of  such  im- 
portance that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at 
Haachester  suggested  a  yet  further  sepa- 
ration, as  one  likely  to  be  highly  acceptable 
to  the  commercial  oommanit^— namely, 
that  the  President  of  the  Fnvy  Council 
should  be  separated  from  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil, and  made  a  Uinister  of  Commerce. 
The  time  was  rapidly  approaching  when 
the  offices  of  the  Government  ought  to 
be  remodelled.     There  was  this  Com- 
mittee  of   Privy  Council   for  Educa- 
tion ;  but  education  was  a  growing  satg'eot 
in  tikis  oonntrjr  and  requued  a  separate 
department  for  itself.  Ko  doubt  the  Seore- 
ta^ship  of  the  Poor  Law  Boud  was  an 
office  not  required ;  but  education  ms  a 
rising  department  while  that  of  the  poor 
law  was  a  falling  one.   In  a  well  estab- 
lished community  like  ours,  with  tiie 
immense  wealth  we  possessed,  there  ought 
to  be  no  pauperism;  but  as  wealth  in- 
creased so  ought  education  to  increase  like- 
wise, and  there  ought  to  be  a  Minister  of 
Education  separate  from  the  Privy  Council; 
and  if  they  had  the  Department  represented 
in  both  Houses  of  Parliament  that  would 
not  be  too  much  for  its  importance.  He 
hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in  his 
Oraer  of  Beference  would  take  anffimoit 
scope  80  that  the  Committee  might  be  en- 
abled to  give  full  and  complete  recommen- 
dations to  the  House— BO  that  next  year, 
whatever  (Jovemment  might  be  in  power, 
some  perfect  oiganintion  woidd  be  inan- 
gnrated.   There  was  one  t^iiet  subject 
which  he  hoped  would  be  referred  to  the 
Committee.  The  position  of  rural  parishes 
required  to  be  re-formed,  owing  to  the  im- 
perfections of  the  Revised  Code  brought  in 
two  years  ago.    It  oonld  not  be  expected 
that  the  rural  districts  would  submit  to 
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thing  in  ntain.  If  land  !n  a  mnl  district 
were  charged  with  the  support  of  a  school 
oondacted  by  a  certificated  master  it  dimi- 
nished its  value  very  materially,  and  yet 
the  proprietor  reaped  no  corresponding 
benefit  m  a  pecuniary  sense.  He  should 
l^e,  therefore,  to  see  some  changes  as  to 
oertifioated  masters.  No  doubt  the  certi- 
ficated master  in  a  small  rural  parish 
would  not  hare  enough  to  do,  and  the 
proposition  to  unite  such  parishes  was  a 
wise  one ;  but  he  (Ur.  Senry  Seymour) 
would  hare  tbeCommittee  gomuchfiurther, 
and  if  it  reoommaoded  an  eocleiiastacal  as 
well  as  a  <nTil  union  it  would  confer  an 
immense  benefit  on  the  oonntry.  Such  a 
measure  would  not  only  resolve  the  educa- 
tional difficulty,  but  the  clerical  difficulty 
too.  The  hon.  Member  for  Berkshire  had 
well  pointed  out  that  a  clet^yman  in  a 
small  rural  parish  bad  little  to  do.  In  any 
place  with  fewer  than  1,000  inhabitants 
there  was  less  than  a  man  of  vigour  conid 
attend  to.  It  would  be  a  great  boon  if 
such  parishes  were  united  for  every  pur- 
pose, agrionltural,  social,  educational,  and 
clerical.  He  wondved  the  Home  Depart- 
ment had  not  taken  up  this  subject  years 
ago.  It  was  quite  unreasonable  to  expect 
the  landowners  to  go  to  the  great  expenses 
of  school  buildings  and  a  oeri^cated  school- 
master; and  it  was  equally  nnzeasonaUe 
to  expect  gentlemen  to  snbsaribe  £3,000 
or  £4,000  to  increase  the  dairyman's 
stipend  of  £100  to  something  on  which 
men  could  live.  That  was  the  reason  of 
the  ftulure  of  so  many  of  these  diocesan 
meetings  for  the  increase  of  endowments. 
The  Qovemment  had  good  grounds  for 
such  a  step,  for  it  was  recommended  four- 
teen years  since  by  a  Committee  of  which 
the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  was  Chairman. 
If  tiiis  system  were  introduced  they  would 
not  hear  of  cases  like  that  mentioned  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr  Tydvil, 
where  £500  was  given  by  the  ^vy  Coun- 
cil to  some  united  parish  schools,  and  after 
tiiey  were  united  tiiey  wished  to  be  dis- 
severed. He  was  astonished  that  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Lowe)  should  say 
<3wt  this  Committee  was  unnecessary. 
What  salgeet  was  less  ondrntood  ?  What 
aaljeet  was  of  neatra  importance  than 
that  of  eduoaUou  ?  The  question  of  night 
Bshoda  was  far  from  being  settled;  and 
tiiere  were  many  other  subjectB  which 
would  be  inquired  into  by  the  Committee. 
A.fter  some  allusion  to  lower  middle  class 
ednoation,  in  respect  to  which  he  said  we 
might  take  pattern  by  the  United  Btataa, 


the  h<m.  Monber  concluded  by  moving,  aa 
an  addition  to  the  Order  of  Beference,  tiiat 
the  Committee  should  inquire  whethw 
some  portion  of  the  dutiee  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Science  and  Art  could  not  be 
traDsferred  to  the  Board  of  Education. 

Mb.  SF£A£EB  informed  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber that  he  could  not  move  the  Amendment 
at  present.  The  state  of  the  qoeation  was, 
that  no  Amendment  havii^  heea  pn^Kised 
to  the  first  branch  of  the  original  Motion, 
that  part  would  stand  and  would  have  to 
be  submitted  to  Uie  Hoose  in  its  complete 
form.  But  tiie  qnestiim  now  before  the 
House  was  whether  tiie  words  proposed  by 
the  hon.  Member  tot  Berkshire  should  be 
added,  and  if  any  h<m.  Uember  proposed 
to  move  an  Amendment  upon  those  words 
it  would  be  open  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House. 

Mb.  HENLEY  said,  he  had  not  in- 
tended to  take  any  part  in  the  discussion, 
having  understood  tiiat  the  Qovemment 
had  consented  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  and  also  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Berkshire  (Mr.  Wal- 
ter); bat  the  hon.  Member  who  spoke 
last  seemed  to  desire  to  make  the  Order  of 
Keference  very  wide  and  the  Committee 
very  strong.  .  Conridering  the  subjects 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Poob  (Mr. 
Henry  Seymour)  wished  to  be  added,  it 
would  also  be  deozable  that  the  duration 
of  this  Parliament  should  be  extended  tar 
anotiier  five  or  six  years,  because  he  ndshed 
not  only  to  discuss  middle-dass  education, 
but  to  consider  the  union  of  parishes,  and, 
of  course,  the  pulling  down  of  ohnrcbes, 
which  would  then,  of  course,  become  un- 
necessary. To  consider  these  subjects  the 
Committee  would  certainly  require  a  very 
ample  allowance  of  time.  Coming,  how- 
ever, to  t^e  subject  more  immediately 
before  the  House,  he  must  remark  that 
during  this  disousrion  he  had  heard  one  or 
two  very  cnrious  statements.  They  used 
to  be  told  that  oertificated  masters  were 
necessary  in  order  to  impart  a  highor  de- 
gree of  instraotiuk  than  the  old  danea 
were  able  to  give.  But  when  Canon 
Moadey  parted  from  the  Privy  Counoil  he 
laft»  aa  a  legacy,  his  last  Tepon»  in  wbieh 
he  stated  that  unless  therooidd  manage 
to  keep  the  children  at  school  bejrond  the 
age  of  nine  or  ten,  he  was  bound  to  tbll 
them  t^at  certificsted  masters  could  not 
give  as  good  an  education  as  Uie  dames, 
and,  therefore,  the  ki^  training  of  the 
masters  would  be  a  waste  of  money.  In 
some  yean  alter  ^O^^^^^l^ 
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made  to  keep  ohildrm  longer  at  whool,  so 
that  they  might  obtain  the  beaeflt  of  those 
highly-trained  master.  Then  the  qaestion 
annmed  another  phase.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Uember  for  Oalne  had  told 
them  that  those  hi|^y-traiaed  masters 
were  not  wanted  bo  mooh  for  the  high- 
training  of  ohildren  aa  for  those  little 
onea  «wed  "  Ueneds,"  thoae  tetm  two  to 
■ix  year*  of  age,  who  leoeiTed  the  name 
of  "  hlesseda,"  beoaose  money  was  drawn 
for  them  without  their  having  to  undergo 
examination,  and  he  mnat  sa^  they  honestly 
deserved  the  name.  The  nght  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Calne  now  said 
that  highly-trained  masters  were  required 
for  these  ohildren.  Why  ?  Beoause,  said 
ttie  right  hon.  Gentleman,  yon  must  have 
them  to  secure  moral  teaching.  But  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  told  the  House  when 
the  Berised  Oode  was  under  disoussion 
that  the  State  had  nothing  to  do  with 
teaching  religion.  Bid  he,  then,  now 
want  moral  teaohing  without  religion  ? 
What  kind  of  moral  teaohing  was  it  that 
ttuse  highly-toained  masters  were  to  give? 
One  would  have  thought  that  the  denomi- 
natzoBol  system,  whiMi  was  supposed  to 
be  based  upon  religiouB  teaohing,  would 
have  been  sufflden^  and  that  the  "  bles- 
seds  "  would  be  as  well  taught  by  a  good 
nnoertificated  sohoolmistress  as  by  one  of 
the  learned' gmtlemm  who  could  instruct 
them  in  political  economy  or  sanitary 
science,  or  other  oat  of  the  way  know- 
ledge as  a  condition  of  blessedness.  He 
had  been  glad  to  hear  the  Yioe  President 
of  the  Edacation  Committee  say  that  be 
would  go  into  the  Committee  without  any 
biaa,  and  with  a  fall  desire  to  disoover 
what  aid  could  be  gjven  to  the  schools 
which  wen  at  present  unosristed.  He 
was  glad  to  hear  that  deetamiion,  because 
he  Md  neat  nlumce  upon  the  right 
lum.  Oenuema&'s  candour,  and,  therefor^ 
ha  bdieved  that  if  anything  could  be 
done  to  give  asdstance  where  it  was  need- 
ed, it  would  be.  He  regretted,  however, 
to  hflor  tiie  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  that 
he  r^arded  the  certifioated  master  as  a 
raineiple  of  the  Education  Department. 
Looking  at  some  of  those  genuemen,  it 
aeemed  that  that  waa  a  very  queer  and 
saudy  foundation  upon  which  to  base  the 
principle  of  a  great  department.  The  old 
principles  of  the  Department  were  laid 
down,  not  by  Minute,  but  by  Orders 
in  Council  in  1839  and  1840.  Those 
prino^les  were  that  Church  of  England 
aehoolB  should  be  in  oonneotion  with,  the 
National  Sooiety,  and  that  in  all  otbar 


schools  the  Scriptures  were  to  be  read 
daily.  That  was  a  religious  basis.  After- 
wards the  rule  was  enlarged  in  fovDur  of 
Jews  and  Roman  Catholics,  and  Tory  pro- 
perly so ;  but  still  nothing  was  to  be  oone 
without  rdigion.  Now  th^  came  to  Uie 
Committee  tliat  had  hem  assented  to,  and 
it  was  impossible  to  see  more  cdeariy  how 
much  the  system  wanted  examination  than 
ftom  what  had  taken  ^ace  with  refiirence 
to  those  ordinal  Orders  in  Conneil — how 
they  bad  been  dealt  with  by  Minutes,  how 
those  Minutes  had  been  dealt  with  by 
relations,  and  how  the  regulations  had 
been  wholly  changed  by  interpretations 
put  upon  them  within  the  walls  of  the 
Education  Office.  He  had  mentioned  what 
the  original  Orders  in  Council  were,  and 
he  was  not  aware  that  those  Orders  hod 
been  done  away  with.  Then  eame  the 
Minutes  and  wlutt  was  called  the  Revised 
Code,  whioh  spoke  of  "schools  in  con- 
nection with  a  recognized  religious  de- 
nomination." That  was  clearly  a  reli- 
gious foundation,  ^en  it  said  "  besides 
secular  instmotion,  the  Scriptures  are  to  be 
read  daily  from  tite  authorised  version." 
There  again,  if  not  definite  dogmatic  teaeh* 
ing,  t^y  hod  the  next  best  thing — God'i 
Word  read  in  a  ^(^per  and,  he  conduded,  in 
a  reverential  manner.  Let  the  House  ob- 
serve how  that  had  been  followed  out. 
The  Code  said  that  as  one  of  the  oondi- 
tions  of  the  grant  "  the  religions  denomi- 
nation of  the  school  must  be  suitable  to 
the  &milie8  relied  upon  to  supply  scho- 
lars." That  clearly  referred  to  the  case 
of  parishes  chiefly  inhabited  by  Jews,  Bo- 
man  Catholics,  Church  of  England  people, 
or  Nonconformists,  as  the  case  might  be. 
But  what  iftterpretation  had  they  put  on 
it,  and  what  action  had  t&ey  taken  ?  Th^ 
had  not  chosen  between  Nonconformist^ 
Chnrdi  of  England,  Jews,  and  Bomoa  Ga^ 
thdies,  but  tliey  said  to  the  CSiuroh  d 
Ei^land,  "  We  will  give  you  a  school,  if 
you  will  let  any  nnmber  of  people  in,  and 
don't  teach  any  religion  at  slL"  miat 
was  their  inter|a«tation  of  "  religiona  de- 
nominations suitable  to  the  people."  Cer- 
tainly it  was  not  the  province  of  this  Com- 
mittee to  consider  whether  conscience 
clauses  should  be  inserted,  but  it  ought  to 
inquire  into  a  system  which,  as  far  as  the 
Office  could  go,  could  upset  the  original 
Order  in  Council  by  this  kind  of  hooos 
pootts,  and  which  might,  though  he  would 
not  say  that  was  the  desire,  snbvort  the 
whole  religious  teaching  of  the  country. 
The  inquiry  might  do  ,|^  M^wajw. 
He  was  not  om  of  ihbw  wno  thought 
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there  was  any  want  of  lesponcdbility,  be- 
cause he  had  always  held  that  the  Queen's 
GoTemment  in  a  lamp,  or,  perhaps,  he 
should  say  in  a  body,  was  responsible  for 
the  aots  of  any  of  its  Members  or  depart- 
ments ;  and  he  never  woold  take  ao^  part 
in  throwing  the  individual  responsibility 
on  A  or  B.  The  whole  Govemment,  col- 
lectively and  individually,  was  responsible 
if  an|rbody  in  it  went  wrong.  He  hoped 
ttie  connbT^  never  would  lose  sight  of  the 
&ot  that  its  education  was  in  the  main 
Ttdnntary.  It  was  assisted,  and  asnsted 
only  in  a  limited  part,  the  State ;  and 
while  it  was  Tcduntary,  were  must  not  be 
too  much  meddling  and  tinkering  and 
tailoring  by  the  deiMrtment.  Too  plain 
principles  could  not  be  laid  down,  and  the 
less  the  Government  departed  from  those 
principles,  the  less  they  tinkered  and 
tailored  at  them,  the  less  they  tried  to  shove 
one  clause  one  way,  and  another  clause 
another,  the  more  money  would  volunta- 
rily come  io,  the  more  people  would  be 
educated,  and  the  better  they  would  be 
educated.  That  was  pretty  well  seen 
from  the  'report  of  the  Queen's  Commis- 
sioners. Up  to  that  time  they  were  de- 
laded  by  the  reports  of  the  office,  in  which 
they  were  told  that  the  people  were  ex- 
cellently educated.  Not  having  gone 
throndi  a  competitive  examination,  per- 
haps hon.  Members  were  eanly  cheated ; 
but,  at  any  rate  th^  were  deluded.  They 
had  fine  tabulated  statements  pat  before 
them  of  all  the  things  that  were  tang^t 
in  the  schools.  Eut  when  the  Commis- 
sioners told  them  that  the  children  could 
neither  read  nor  write,  the  office  turned 
round  and  said  "  Oh,  we  did  not  mean 
when  we  said  that  the  children  were 
taught,  that  they  learned.  We  meant 
that  we  had  the  teaching  power."  That 
showed  how  beautifully  they  were  "done" 
in  this  matter.  This  matter  bore  closely 
on  the  rural  parishes.  He  lived  in  a 
county  of  small  jMirishes,  and  he  had  never 
heard  a  complaint  from  any  of  these  pa- 
rishes, though  they  had  paid  their  penny 
income  tax  for  the  general  Christian  edu- 
oati(m  of  the  oountryi  that  they  did  not 
receive  any  asaistanoe  until  aftmr  the  Re- 
port appeared.  Thai  the^  said  directly, 
"If  this  ezpeiwve  machinery  does  not 
auooeed,  prhaps  our  plan  is  as  good, 
why  should  not  we  have  a  share  of  State 
aid  ? "  And  certainly,  if  they  could  not 
trust  their  machinery  without  examination, 
on  what  principle  was  it  they  did  not  exa- 
mine these  sohooU  ?  Muyeftiwm  would 


not  accept  State  aid  and  interference ;  but 
there  were  many  others  where  such  assist- 
ance would  be  of  great  value,  and  it  was 
a  hard  case  that  they  had  never  received 
it.  No  doubt  the  scheme  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  might  be  worked 
in  some  few  instances,  though  he  was  not 
sanguine  about  it,  as  he  had  turned  the 
same  tiling  over  in  his  mind  some  ten  or  a 
dozen  years  ago,  to  see  how  it  would  work. 
The  principle  seemed  a  very  sound  one, 
and  it  might  work  very  well  if  tiiey  eoold 
get  parishes  within  a  reasonable  distanee 
to  agree  to  the  conditions.  Forty  children 
was  a  large  number  to  get  in  many  pa* 
ridies,  even  by  taking  in  the  "  UeBwds.*' 
Another  diffltmlty  would  be,  that  in  many 
of  the  smaller  parishes  the  little  children 
— infants  as  they  were  called — were  kept 
in  a  schoolroom  separated  from  the  othera, 
and  a  schoolroom  sufficient  for  twenty  or 
twenty-five  children,  would  not  suffice  for 
forty,  so  that  a  new  bnilding  would  have 
to  be  erected.  However,  if  it  suoceeded 
anywhere  it  would  be  a  gain.  He  pro- 
tested against  making  it  always  necessary 
to  have  a  oertifioatod  master.  Now  that 
there  was  examination  for  a  test,  par- 
ties ought  to  have  the  benefit  of  it  without 
a  certiftcatod  master.  He  hoped  that  the 
Committee  would  have  the  effect  of  tho- 
roughly overhauling  the  wortdi^  ot  ttw 
offlw.  If  the  Depwtanent  were  found  de- 
fective,, it  would  be  amended ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  it  ^  not  f^pear  to  be  de- 
flective, the  public  would  be  more  satisfied. 
Not  that  there  would  not  always  be  some 
dissatisfaction,  for  when  the  barl^  was 
scattered  there  were  always  some  of  the 
fowls  that  did  not  get  it.  Anyhow  the 
Committee  must  do  good. 

Ma.  W.  E.  FORSTER  thought  that  if 
the  limit  laid  down  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Leominster  (Mr.  Gatiiome  Hardy)  were 
accepted  the  Committee  would  be  of  little 
use.  Not  that  he  wondered  at  any  hon. 
Member  oideavouring  to  limit  the  Com- 
mittee, because,  if  appointed,  it  would 
have  a  very  difficult  piece  of  business  be- 
fore it.  It  would  have  to  kill  two  birds 
with  one  stcme,  and  be  riiouM  have  been 
glad  if  the  ori^^nal  idea  of  his  hmi.  Piiend 
(Mr.  Walter)  could  have  been  earned  out* 
and  the  Motions  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposito  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Berkshire  kept  separate,  and  two  different 
Committees  appointed.  The  right  hon. 
Member  for  Cdne  seemed  to  think  that 
there  was  no  great  reason  for  the  in- 
quiry  of  the  M«^^|,|^@^^J  Jut 
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even  in  his  eloquent  speech  there  was  abun- 
dant proof  of  its  necessity.  The  Boyal 
CommissioQ  had  given  them  very  little 
information  as  to  the  constitution  of  the 
office,  but  it  certainly  seemed  to  make  a 
strong  case  for  inquiry  when  me  of  tite 
most  aotivo  Ministers  who  had  erer  filled 
the  <^oe  of  Vice  Presidoit  was  heard  to 
confess  that  it  ought  to  be  amatter  of  rule 
that  the  head  of  the  Department  should  be 
in  the  Upper  House.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons had  often  oomplained  that  they  had 
the  estimates  moved  by  a  Hioister  whose 
chief  was  in  the  other  House,  but  he  had 
never  heard  it  ui^ed  that  it  would  be  an  ad- 
vantage that  that  system  should  be  the  rule. 
Another  matter  of  importance  to  be  in- 
quired into  would  be  the  relations  of  the 
office  to  that  House,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  education  estimate  should  be 
moved,  whether  in  separate  votes,  like  the 
Army  and  Navy  Estimates— giving  the 
House  several  opportonities  of  voting  (m 
them— or  altogether  in  one  Minute,  giv- 
ing only  one  opportunity  of  voting.  No 
doubt  uiete  wonld  be  muoh  to  be  said 
on  both  ndes.  On  the  one  side  it  might 
be  said  that  there  was  no  difference  be- 
tween education  and  any  other  estimates ; 
and  on  the  other  hand  it  might  be  urged 
that  a  great  deal  of  discretion  ought  to 
be  left  to  the  office.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Berkshire  came  forward  wi&  his 
case,  wbioh  related  to  the  expenditure 
of  the  money;  whereupon  his  hon.  Friend 
tiie  Member  for  Leominster  had  stated 
that  the  Committee  could  not  consider 
the  question  of  a  rating  for  Che  purposes 
of  education.  In  his  opinion,  if  the  Com- 
mittee were  so  limited  it  wonld  be  use* 
less  for  it  to  undertake  the  inquiry  at  all ; 
beoanae  he  did  not  see  how  fhe  Committee 
was  to  report  on  the  sulijeot  if  inquiring 
into  Hie  means  of  meeting  tlie  expenditure 
was  not  to  be  open  to  it.  Then  again  it 
was  true  that  his  right  hon.  Friend,  the 
Vice  Frerident  of  Education  had  proposed 
a  Minute  which  he  thought  woiUd  meet 
the  case  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Berk- 
shire who  might  then  well  have  waited 
till  that  Minute  was  in  operation.  He 
was  inoliaed  to  agree  with  those  hon. 
Members  who  had  expressed  their  opin- 
ion that  his  right  hon.  Friend's  Minute, 
though  well  devised,  would  not  altogether 
meet  the  case ;  but  he  thought  it  wonld 
have  been  better  if  the  Committee  had 
been  able  to  examine  into  the  operation 
of  the  l^ute.  He  oould  not,  however, 
fatgei  that  ihs  BajiX  CcmxauAmen  had 
gone  into  the  qnestioDf  and  airived  at 


the  oondniaoik  that  the  difficulties  of  the 
smaller  mral  schools  could  only  be  met 
by  snne  system  of  rating ;  and  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Ibmber  for  Berkshire  made  a 
very  strong  case.  He  said  the  managera 
of  those  spools  wanted  help.  They  paid 
Qixai  money  fhr  help,  and  yet  the  Hsnse  tdl 
Commcms  said  tliey  were  to  have  none  of 
their  money  back  again.  Then  they  pro- 
vided teachers,  and  were  ready  to  submit 
to  an  examination.  His  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Vice  President  of  the  Committee  said 
that  the  public  money  was  intrusted  to  tho 
Department,  and  it  ^ould  get  security  for 
the  character  of  tiie  instruction  nven  in 
the  schools.  His  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Berkshire  observed,  "  All  yon  ask  by 
your  Revised  Code  is  results."  When 
pressed  on  this  point,  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Committee  said,  "  I  won't  rdy  on 
resolts.  They  are  very  good  as  against 
the  manager,  but  not  good  as  against  the 
Departmoit  having  ue  dubnrsement  of 
the  grant.  I  will  not  depend  on  a  diort 
examination;  I  must  have  the  guarantee  of 
the  appointment  of  th?  teaohera."  Were 
there  many  Gentlemen  in  that  Hoose 
who  would  feel  that  £3,000,000  of  money 
could  be  safely  disbursed  on  no  other 
guarantee  than  the  results  of  an  examina- 
tion ?  Well,  they  had  brought  the  matter 
to  this  point — either  they  must  risk  the 
injustice  of  refusing  aid  to  those  schools 
which  most  wanted  it,  or  they  must  devise 
some  other  principle  on  which  it  could  be 
given  to  them ;  and  this  involved  the  con- 
sideration whether  public  funds  for  educa- 
tional purposes  ought  not  to  be  provided 
by  some  other  means  than  a  grant  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund.  All  these  consi- 
derations seemed  to  drive  the  Hoiue  to- 
wards Ihe  question  of  rating,  and  though 
it  mig^t  he  somewhat  premature,  he  was 
not  anziona  to  avoid  that  question.  As 
Parliament  had  full  power  over  rates 
which  it  authorized  to  be  made,  the  power 
of  Parliament  extends  to  rates  made  for 
educational  purposes,  and  therefore  be 
thought  the  rating  question  would  fall 
within  fhe  scope  of  tiie  reference  to  ttie 
Committee.  Once  rates  were  raised  for 
education,  those  who  paid  them  would 
claim  for  the  education  of  their  children 
not  only  a  share  of  the  money  so  raised, 
but  they  wonld  also  ask  for  some  power 
of  control  over  these  rates.  This  would 
raise  the  question  of  local  management 
The  subject  was  a  large  one,  andheho||ed 
the  scope  of  the  Committee's  inquiry 
would  not  be  limited  anneoesraily- 
He.  HBHWESST 
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illustraied,  in  a  very  BtrUung  manner,  the 
different  prlnoiples  on  which  the  Qovem- 
ment  dealt  witii  Great  Britain  and  with 
Ireland.  Whatever  difference  there  might 
be  as  to  details,  English  llembeis  seemed 
to  be  nnanimonsly  of  opinion  that  the 
principle  of  making  national  education  a 
religious  education  was  a  sound  one ;  and 
yet  this  was  a  principle  which  would  not 
be  extended  to  Ireland,  though  Uie  Bishops 
of  the  Protestant  Church  as  well  as  the 
Bishops  of  liie  Roman  Catholic  Church  in 
that  country  were  &vonrable  to  it,  and  an 
immense  number  of  petitions  asking  for 
its  adoption  in  Ireland  had  been  presented 
to  bouL  Houses.  Lord  GUncarty,  in  a 
pdmphlet  on  the  suligect,  slmwed  that, 
nntil  a  religious  system  was  intraduced 
into  Irdand,  nather  the  Protestants  nor 
the  Catholics  would  be  satisfied.  He 
pointed  oat  that  45  per  cent  of  the  Lish 
Boman  Catholic  children  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  fifteen  years  were  totally  illite- 
rate. The  Church  Education  Society, 
which  was  excluBiTely  Protestant,  received 
no  grant  for  its  schools,  because  it  caused 
the  Bible  to  be  read  in  them,  although  its 
system  of  education  was  most  efficiently 
conducted,  and  although  such  a  man  as 
the  late  Mr.  O'Connell  bad  thought  proper 
to  contribute  to  its  funds.  The  Society  of 
Friends  had  no  grant  for  a  similar  reason. 
In  tiie  same  way  the  Somen  Catholic 
Christian  Brothers,  who  educated  the  chil- 
dren of  their  own  communion  most  ad- 
mirably, had  no  share  in  the  national 
education  g^t.  They  might  depend  upon 
it  that  BO  bug  as  soch  a  system  were  pur- 
sued discontent  would  prevail  in  Ireland. 

Kb.  AVHALLET  observed,  that  a  krge 
grant,  amounting  to  some  £316,000,  had 
been  made  last  year  for  the  administration 
of  the  educational  system  first  proposed 
by  Lord  Derhj,  but  he  was  afraid  Uiat  a 
large  part  of  it  would  go  to  the  convent 
school  teaching.  He  wished  also  to  ob- 
serve that  he  had  read  in  the  office  of  the 
Educational  Board  a  book  purporting  to 
be  a  history  of  England,  published  he  be- 
lieved by  Messrs.  Bums  and  Lambert, 
Boman  Catholic  publishers,  and  a  more 
complete  travestie  and  perversion  of  every 
important  fact  in  the  history  of  England 
it  was  scarcely  possible  to  conceive,  and 
yet  thousands  oi  these  books  were  con- 
stantly cinmlated  under  the  sanction  of 
the  Education  Department.  It  was,  be 
thought,  matter  fw  rwret  that  aneh  books 
shonld  be  so  oireulated. 

Ub.  SCOITKFIELX)  sud,  it  seemed  to 
be  taken  for  granted  ttut  it  vouU  be  a 
Mr,  Mmiutty 


great  advantage  to  unite  sereral  perishes 
together  for  l^e  purpose  of  seeunng  one 
large  and  good  school.  This  sounded  very 
well,  but  he  had  known  cases  where  this 
had  been  done,  and  it  caused  greet  com- 
plaints horn  the  parents  of  children  who 
had  to  go  a  considerable  distance  to  school, 
though  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  in 
particular  cases  the  plan  might  answer 
well.  He  thought  the  Committee  of  Coun- 
cil had,  in  the  past,  somewhat  mistaken 
their  position,  especially  in  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  conducted  their  correspon- 
dence with  the  supporters  of  schools  wbun 
they  had  seemed  somewhat  disposed  to 
worry.  In  the  principality  of  Wales,  with 
which  he  was  immediately  conneoted,  them 
had  been  great  dusatimetion  with  the 
Committer  and  be  believed  his  friends 
would  have  been  better  aatitfled  with  half 
the  money  and  twice  the  sympathy.  Whe- 
ther the  system  wanted  mendu^  or  no^ 
the  Committee  might  have  mended  their 
manners  with  great  advantage. 

Sm  J  OHN  PAKTNGTON  said,  he  should 
not  have  risen  to  reply  had  it  not  been  for 
some  portions  of  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Calne.  Aj  to  the  powers 
of  the  Committee  for  which  he  moved — as 
to  what  they  might  do  or  not  do — they 
had  heard  more  ttum  was  necessary.  The 
order  of  reference  was  now  before  the 
House,  and  thi^  once  setUed  the  Commit- 
tee would  of  course  be  bound  by  its  terms. 
He  wished — before  adverting  more  parti- 
cularly to  the  ^eeoh  of  ttie  right  hen. 
Member  for  Calne  —  to  e^qtress  his  satis- 
faotiim  at  the  tone  of  the  Yice  Preudent 
of  the  Committee  of  Council,  which,  if 
persevered  in,  might  do  sonuthing  to  pro- 
duce a  more  favourable  feeling  towards  the 
present  system.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had,  however,  used  one  expression  in  re- 
ference to  himself  personally,  which  he 
thought  somewhat  hard.  He  said  he  had 
very  carefully  avoided  the  subject  of  rating; 
but  he  was  not  open  to  the  rebuke,  and  be 
had  never  shirked  the  question.  He  had 
laid  his  views  with  respect  to  it  ovor  and 
over  again  before  the  House,  and  had 
avowed  it  to  be  his  belief  —  even  at  the 
risk  of  painful  differences  from  those  with 
whom  he  had  acted  during  a  long  ptditioaL 
life— that  a  system  of  rating  was  the  beat 
for  tiie  eoontry.  Wfaetbo-,  however,  it 
was  or  was  not  the  best  mtern,  it  did  not 
seem  as  yet  to  have  found  favour  with  the 
House  of  Commw^  and  being  deiiimiSk  as 
he  was,  to  see  educatioa  extended  to  all 
parfcsofthooountry,  he  natttraUy  tried  to 
find  MHue  other  inode  «f /^idtunung  ihat 
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object.  He  mutt  also  ttheem  that  too 
much  had,  in  his  opinion,  bem  said  that 
erening  aboat  acting  on  tiie  rolantaiy 
Bjstnn.  What  he  Mlieved  the  eonntiy 
deaind,  vas  a  system  of  ednoation  that 
should  pervade  all  parts  of  it,  and  that 
thne  should  be  no  faTouritism  or  partia- 
lity. But  the  Toluntary  system  would  not 
enable  them  to  reach  the  most  populous 
districts.  It  was  a  great  hardship  that 
there  should  be  11,000  parishes  unable 
from  circumstances  to  share  in  the  grant. 
He  was  not  therefore  going  to  maintain 
that  the  rolnntary  system  was  so  desirable 
that  nothing  should  be  done  to  supplement 
it,  BO  as  to  bring  the  n^lected  districts 
under  wholesome  educational  influenoes. 
But  to  turn  to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Uember  for  Calne,  ae  must 
confess  that  he  had  listened  to  some  por- 
tions of  it  with  great  regret,  and  particu- 
larly so  as  in  one  part  of  his  iqwech  he 
had  found  the  right  hon.  Gentleium  a 
most  powerful  ally.  The  right  bon.  Qm- 
tieman  was  very  aogry  with  him,  although 
he  was  not  conscious  of  having  said  any- 
thing to  provoke  attack.  The  right  hon. 
Oentieman  said  that  one  of  the  main  ob- 
jects of  his  Kotion  was  to  inquire  into 
the  constitution  of  the  Education  Depart- : 
ment,  and  had  dwelt  at  considerable  length 
and  with  natural  complacency  on  his  own 
administration  of  the  department.  To  that 
he  had  no  objection ;  but  then  the  right 
hon.  Gtentleman  had  misrepresented  him 
when  he  said  that  be  had  imputed  to  the 
Education  Department  gross  extravagance 
in  the  administration  of  the  grant.  He 
had  done  no  euoh  thing.  His  statement 
was  that  it  was  the  tendency  of  a  highly 
centralising  department  to  he  extravagant 
in  administration^  nor  did  he  bdiere  that 
the  administration  of  tiie  grant  would  ever 
be  satisfhotory  to  the  country  until  the 
centra]  office  was  assisted  by  a  local  or- 
ganization. He  listened  with  extreme 
astonishment  to  what  had  been  said  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  as  to  the 
conscience  clause.  When  he  spoke  of  the 
enforcement  of  that  clause  he  did  not  expect 
to  be  met  by  special  pleading.  What  be 
meant  was,  that  schools  had  been  placed 
at  a  disadvantage  in  r^rd  to  building 
grants,  unless  t^ey  would  consent  to  in- 
dnde  the  conscience  clause  in  the  trust 
deed.  In  common  parlance  that  was  a 
fair  nse  of  the  term  "  enforoement,"  and 
the  remarks  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
were  Uierefore  not  justified.  He  r^u< 
diated  utterly  any  denre  to  revdntioiiuw 
the  systom.   He  never  said  tiiat  he  dis- 


approved of  fhe  presflDt  eoiutitalion  of 
the  Privy  Coonoil  of  Education.  He  did 
□ot  think  it  necessary  to  answer  the  other 
auctions  made  against  him  by  the  right 
hon.  (Gentleman  the  Member  for  Calne, 
but  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  high  time  to 
inquire  into  the  ralffeet  generally. 

Question,  "  That  those  worda  be  there 
added,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Words  added.  HLoxa.  Question,  as  amend- 
ed, put,  and  agreed  to. 

Select  Oonunittee  a^poinied  "  to  inquire  Into 
the  Cooatitutioa  of  the  Committee  of  Coaooil  on 
Education,  and  the  ayatem  under  whlob  the  boel- 
ness  of  the  ofBee  is  oondneted,  and  alao  into  the 
beat  mode  of  extending  the  bendlta  of  Go  rem  me  at 
Inepeetion  and  the  Farliamentarx  Grant  to  Sohoi^ 
at  preeent  tuiaasiated  by  tbe  State." 

And,  on  Uareh  14,  Ccnnmittee  nmintUi, 
as  follows : — 

Sir  John  PAKoreTON,  Mr.  Bsuoi,  Mr.WALPOLE, 
ViacoQDt  Enmut,  Lord  Robert  Cion.,  Mr.  Wnr- 
UAK  Edwud  Fobbtbb,  Mr.  Aodbbut.  Mr.  Cut, 
Mr.  HowBB,  Sir  CouuK  O'Loohuv,  Mr.  Walu^ 
Mr.  Tsoicraoif,  Mr.  SnBum,  Mr.  Buxtom,  and 
Mr.  LisDsix : — Power  to  aend  for  peraoos,  papers, 
and  reoorda  : — Fire  to  be  the  quorum, 

COURTS  OF  JUSTICE  CONCENTRATION 
(SITE)  BILL— [Btu,  11.] 

□raiBuoiioir  to  sklbot  oonarrxs. 
Mb.  EINNAIRD  rose  to  move  that  it 
be  an  Instruction  to  the  Select  Committee 
on  the  Courts  of  Justice  Concentration 
(Site)  Bill  thitt  they  have  power  to  make 
provision  for  appropriating  or  obtaining 
sites,  and  fox  die  erection  of  lodging 
houses  or  other  suitable  dwellings  for  the 
working  cliuses  proposed  to  be  displaced 
by  the  said  Bill.  After  the  long  debate 
on  education  he  would  not  detain  them 
witii  many  remarks;  bat  this  was  really 
8  kindred  sntgect  to  tliat  whidh  they  had 
just  been  discussing.  After  all,  it  was  no 
use  spending  large  sums  on  the  education 
of  the  people  unless  they  also  did  some- 
thing to  secure  them  proper  habitations. 
He  had  not  the  slightest  desire  to  say  a 
word  against  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend's 
admirable  measure  for  the  concentration 
of  the  Law  Courts  nor  had  he  any  objection 
to  raise  to  the  site.  He  believed  uie'site 
was  very  well  adapted  to  the  object,  and 
that  the  erection  ctf  the  Conrts  there  would 
open  up  a  neighbouzfaood  which  needed 
improTement.  The  [vomoters,  however, 
had  been  guilty  of  sosae  neglect  towards 
the  poor  people  who  remoed  in  that 
quarter.  lUolway  eompames  Jtpd  o^r 
partiea  who  implied  dtgiti^iri^eiBtfiQQgfeg 
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now  obliged  to  proride  some  remedy  for 
any  displacement  of  population  vhioh  they 
oansed,  by  running  cheap  trains  or  by  other 
means;  and  the  Gk>Temment,  in  making 
a  clearance  of  7|  acres,  ought  to  pay 
some  regard  to  the  people  who  would 
thereby  be  driven  firom  their  homes.  His 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  said  that  the 
matter  should  be  left  to  tlw  operation  of 
the  ordinary  mlea  of  supply  and  demand ; 
bat  he  ventured  to  think  that,  in  this 
case,  something  more  was  required.  A 
Be  turn  had  been  presented  to  the  House 
of  Lords  which  gave  the  number  of  houses 
to  be  pulled  down  in  order  to  make  way 
for  the  Courts  of  Law  as  151,  and  the 
number  of  persoos  displaced  as  302.  This 
stotement  was  obviously  so  absurd  that 
another  Hetum  was  called  for,  and  this 
was  nearer  the  mark.  From  the  second 
Betum  he  learned  that  the  number  of 
houses  to  be  removed  would  be  151,  in- 
habited by  1,812  people.  Even  this, 
however,  was  still  less  than  the  actual 
number,  as  he  was  satisfied  from  having 
himself  visited  the  spot.  He  had  also 
obtained  from  Mr.  Abraham,  who  was,  he 
believed,  the  architect  of  the  Temple  and 
a  eonnection  of  the  Lord  ChanceUor^s,  some 
trustworthy  information  on  the  subject- 
That  gentleman's  estimato  showed  that  at 
least  198  dweUing-houses  would  be  de- 
stroyed, inhabited  Toj  about  3,070  persons, 
purely  of  the  labouring  class.  Moreover, 
there  were  lodging-houses  in  the  district, 
one  or  two  of  which  accommodated  as  many 
as  from  fifty  to  sixty  people  nightly.  One 
of  the  City  missionaries  confirmed  these 
figures  as  being  not  at  all  exaggerated ;  in* 
deed,  probably  the  number  of  people  dis- 
placed would  not  be  less  than  4,000.  Now, 
it  would  not  do  to  turn  out  these  persons 
without  making  any  provision  for  their 
accommodation  elsewhere.  There  had  been 
a  great  and  successful  resistance  to  the 
opening  of  Hamilton  Place  in  order  to 
relieve  Park  Lane ;  but  when  the  poorer 
classes  found  that  they  were  treated  with 
anch  little  regard,  whue  that  there  was  so 
much  difficulty  in  displacing  the  rich, 
tiiey  would  draw  their  own  conclusions, 
and  think,  perhaps,  that  equal  justice  was 
not  dbalt  out  to  idi.  One  of  the  houses 
doomed  to  disappear  once  belonged,  he 
was  told,  to  Judge  Jeffreys,  and  he  wished 
that  that  very  notorious  personage  had 
lived  now,  in  order  that  his  dwelling  might 
be  pulled  down  about  his  ears.  In  aiddition 
to  the  dwellings  of  the  very  poor,  there 
were  in  the  district  now  refened  to  middle 
Mr.Zummri 


class  lodging-houses  occupied  by  persons 
obliged  to  Uve  near  their  work,  for  if 
they  were  not  at  hand  when  work  came, 
they  were  apt  to  lose  it.  In  this  category 
were  included  law-writers,  commonly  called 
"  quill  drivers."  Again,  there  was  a  large 
printing>office  oloae  to  tl^  sito,  and  he  was 
informed  that  it  would  be  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  iiqustice  to  send  the  people  em- 
ployed there  to  live  at  a  long  distance  from 
their  wm-k.  It  was  a  great  tax  on  them, 
and  it  would  be  most  nnrair  to  displaoethem 
without  making  provision  for  them  close 
at  hand.  A  sad  result  also  of  this  displace* 
ment  would  be  to  increase  the  population  of 
the  already  overcrowded  neighbourhood  of 
St.  Giles's.  Such  evictions  were  difflcnlt  in 
Ireland,  but  here  the  poor  Irish  submitted 
to  them  very  quietly.  The  pauperism 
thus  produced,  however,  pressed  very 
heavily  upon  the  rates.  For  the  Finsbury 
Station,  and  the  approaches  to  it,  in  one 
day  1,800  persons  were  ejected  from  their 
homes,  and  on  the  following  day  200  more, 
making  a  total  of  2,000  Sections  in  two 
days.  Nine-tenths  of  these  were  poor 
persons,  who  were  driven  into  Spitalfielda 
and  Bethnal  Oreen.  For  the  Londooi 
Chatham,  and  Dover  Itailway  and  its  ap- 
proaches, on  the  south  side  of  London,  it 
was  supposed  that  about  doable  the  above 
number  had  been  displaced.  Now,  let  the 
House  imagine  a  town  of  6,000  inhabitanta 
with  their  homes  levelled  to  the  ground, 
followed  by  the  destruction  of  a  second 
town  of  4,000  or  5,000,  and  then  they 
would  realize  something  of  the  misery  in- 
volved in  these  metropolitan  improvements. 
The  subject  was  well  worthy  of  the  at- 
tention of  the  Government.  There  had 
beeu  ample  time ;  because  the  Attorney 
(General  in  bringing  in  his  Bill  told  the 
House  that  it  was  no  now  measure,  but 
one  that  had  been  long  under  oonsidera- 
tion ;  and  there  were  sites  that  might  be 
pointed  out  easily  attainable.  The  hon. 
Member  then  referred  to  the  evidence  of 
a  railway  engineer,  who  declared  that  the 
poor  ifho  were  disfdaoed  by  one  of  the 
east-end  railways  found  accommodation  in 
the  oven»owded  houses  <tf  tiie  immediate 
neighbourhood,  because  they  were  obliged 
to  Uve  near  their  work.  All  such  misery 
might  be  averted  by  a  compulsory  clause 
enforcing  the  erection  of  proper  accommo- 
dation for  the  families  turned  out  of  their 
homes  by  these  improvemente.  The  hon. 
Member  concluded  by  moving  the  Instruc- 
tion. 

Mb.  HENKESST  aeoonded  the  Motion. 
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Uotion  mad^  and  Qaestion  proposed, 

"  That  it  be  an  Instraetion  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee oa  the  Coarts  of  Jiutioe  ConcentntiiHi 
(Site)  Bill,  that  they  bare  power  to  make  pro- 
vision for  appropriating  or  obtamtn;  sites,  and  for 
(be  mctioQ  of  todging-booMa  or  otber  suitable 
dwellingi  for  the  wonlag  alaisea  propoaad  to  be 
dliptoood  by  tbe  said  Bill?'— (ifr.  KimiaiTd.) 

Ub.  COWPEB  said,  he  respected  the 
motires  of  his  hon.  Friend,  and  f^t  as 
strongly  as  an^  one  that  the  great  draw- 
haok  on  pnblie  improrements  whidt  he  had 
pointed  oat  deserved  Uie  most  oarefnl  con* 
sidenitioD.  He  (Kr.  Covper)  felt  deeply 
tt>T  tile  suffering  and  great  hardship  which 
were  inflicted  upon  the  working  classes 
whenever  a  large  number  of  their  houses 
were  pulled  down,  but  it  was  a  necessity 
in  the  present  improvement.  He  would 
most  cheerfully  give  his  hon.  Friend  or  any 
other  person  £100  if  he  could  suggest  any 
means  by  which  this  evil  to  individuals 
could  be  obviated.  But  his  hon.  Friend 
had  been  unable  to  suggest  any  remedy. 
There  was  a  physical  impossibility  to  be 
overcome.  The  Bill  did  not  take  any 
more  ground  or  houses  than  was  abso- 
lutely required  tax  the  courts  of  law.  The 
nnmber  of  houses  proposed  to  be  taken 
were  884.  Hii  hon.  Friend  had  alluded 
to  tiie  Standing  Order  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  which  was  rathw  dtffleult  to  com- 
ply with,  because  in  ordering  a  Return 
of  the  houses  ocoapied  by  the  labouring 
classes  to  be  made  the  Standing  Order  did 
not  define  what  was  meant  by  the  labour- 
ing classes.  'When  this  Bill  was  under 
consideration  in  1860  the  Betum  gave  the 
nnmber  of  the  labouring  classes  displaced 
at  2,300 ;  but  the  number  mentioned  by 
his  hon.  Friend — 3,000— might  be  the  ac- 
curate one ;  at  all  events,  it  might  be  taken 
to  range  from  2,500  to  3,000.  It  had 
been  suggested  that  the  Government,  in 
pulling  down  the  houses  that  were  wanted 
for  tlw  Courts  of  Justice,  onght  to  erect 
other  houses  for  the  reception  of  tiie  labour- 
ingpereonswhomightwdispoBsessed.  But 
to  do  that  it  would  he  necessary  to  biiy  as 
XBuch  more  additional  land  as  wnild  suffice 
^  houses  for  those  poor  persons.  To  clear 
land  on  which  to  erect  houses  for  3,000 
persons  to  live  in,  the  Government  must 
take  100  more  houses.  They  must  turn 
o  .t  1,500  labouring  men  for  this  purpose, 
and  then  these  1,500  would  require  fresh 
houses  to  be  bi^t  for  them.  And  so 
OB  till  a  much  lai^er  clearance  had  been 
made.  There  was  really  no  remedy,  for 
the  new  honaes  would  not  be  ready  for  two 
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years,  whereas  the  people  who  would  he 
dispossessed  would  want  them  at  the  begin- 
ning of  that  period.  The  pn^osed  plan 
would  inflict  upon  those  persons  all  the 
misery  and  hardship  of  sending  tiiem  out 
to  find  new  residences,  and  the  advantage 
would  accrue  to  another  set  of  pecvle  two 
or  three  years  afterwards,  many  <»  whom 
would  come  fruna  distonoe.  Bneh  a  plan 
would  greatly  aggravate  the  mischi^.  He 
:  knew  of  no  vacant  land  in  tiie  neighbour- 
hood available  for  the  houses  suggested, 
except,  perhaps,  lincolns  Inn  Fields  and 
he  did  not  think  they  would  be  able 
to  obtain  it  for  such  a  purpose.  The 
obvious  remedies  for  the  inconvenience 
were  to  be  found  in  the  greater  facilities 
which  were  now  given  by  railways  for 
carrying  working  people  to  the  saburbs, 
as  was  being  done  by  the  London,  Chat- 
ham, and  Dover  Company,  who  were 
running  trains  at  1«.  per  week,  and  in 
the  further  process  whicn  was  constantly 
going  on  by  which  mansions  that  had 
hitherto  been  occupied  by  single  families 
of  a  higher  station  were  now  subdivided 
and  let  to  several  ftmilies  in  separate  hold- 
ings. That  was  the  operation  of  supply 
and  demand  to  which  hts  htm.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Attomtry  General  had  refiared, 
and  by  which  the  inconvenience  would  be 
mitigated.  Hie  evil  had  been  lon^  known 
in  connection  with  the  public  improve- 
ments in  London,  but  no  remedy  had  been 
devised  for  individual  cases  \  if  there  bad 
been,  the  Government  would  have  been 
very  glad  to  adopt  it.  His  hon.  Friend 
would  not,  of  course,  persevere  with  his 
Uotion,  because,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
Stending  Orders  of  the  House  would  not 
admit  of  giving  the  Committee  any  such 
power.  The  Bill  was  for  the  purchase  of 
a  site,  for  which  notices  had  been  given ; 
and  the  appropriation  of  any  other  sites 
would  be  contrary  to  the  Standing  Orders. 

Mm.  WATEIN  sud,  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  professed  his  readiness  to 
offer  £100  to  any  one  who  would  sui^eet 
a  remedy,  he  felt  disposed  to  daim  the 
reward.  This  was,  no  doubt,  a  very 
serious  question.  The  pnbUe  improve- 
ments which  had  been  carried  out  during 
the  last  four  or  five  years,  and  which  wwe 
in  contemplation  with  the  sanction  of  Par- 
liament, had  displaced,  or  would  displace, 
some  50,000  persons.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  talked  of  supply  and  demand, 
and  seemed  to  think  that  ultimately  things 
would  shake  down  into  their  right  places. 

But  w^o  could  »ti|5|^|?ed^«(3e?Ogfe 
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amount  of  misoy,  the  dianiptiim  of  &in% 
tiea,  and  all  the  evU  conae^enoes  attend- 
ing those  improTements  ?  The  rig^t  hon. 
Gentlemen  had  said  that  the  pn^raeal  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Perth  would  involve 
the  purchase  of  200  more  hooses.  Bat 
most  of  these  houses  were  only  of  three  or 
four  stories,  and  much  ground  was  covered 
by  them,  whereas  the  best  builders  now 
proceeded  upon  the  plan  of  making  all 
houses  of  the  kind  of  eight,  ten,  or  even 
twelvestories,  and  on  an  improved  principle, 
and  thus  as  many  people  might  be  accom- 
modated npon  one*tenth  of  the  space.  The 
Charing  Gross  Railwqr  had  diroossessed 
a  laige  nomber  of  personi^  and  in  the 
course  of  its  constmction  many  surplus 
spots  could  have  beoi  fonnd  upon  which 
lodging-hooses  might  have  been  built. 
How  much  Ibretiiought  would  it  not  have 
shown  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, if,  when  that  Bulwa^  Bill  was 
passing,  he  had  made  it  binding  on  the 
Company,  as  might  have  been  with  justice 
done,  that  it  should  provide  as  much  lodg- 
ing accommodation  as  that  which  it  pulled 
down.  He  maintained  with  regard  to  all 
these  public  works,  that  such  a  course  was 
not  only  possible,  but  even  economical.  But 
it  appeared  that  in  tiiis  matter  they  had 
another  illustration  of  the  proverb — what 
was  everybody's  buainesB  was  nobody's. 
He  conld  not  help  bearing  his  testimony 
to  the  enonnons  amount  of  misery  and 
suffering  occasioned  by  the  want  of  fore- 
sight and  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
Department  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mb.  LYGON  said,  he  had  served  on  a 
Select  Committee  which  sat  to  consider 
one  of  the  prototypes  of  this  BiU  in  1862. 
The  right  hon.  Ctentleman  (Mr.  Cowper) 
admitted  that  this  improvement  would 
inflict  a  large  amount  of  suffering  and 
misery,  and  yet  he  rejected  the  instruction 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Perth.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  having  satisfied  himself 
that  the  improvements  now  contemplated 
were  indispensable,  ought  to  have  turned 
his  attention  to  the  subject  of  finding 
household  accommodation  for  the  people 
to  be  removed,  and  ought  not,  now  that 
the  matter  was  brought  to  his  notice,  to 
answer  the  arguments  of  hon.  Members  in 
an  offhand  and  jaunty  sort  of  way,  by 
ojBfering  £100  to  anyone  who  would  sug- 
gest a  remedy,  and  by  talking  about  the 
law  of  supply  and  demand  being  a  remedy. 
The  pretent  scheme  for  imposing  an  im- 
mense tazaticn  and  a  large  amount  of 
sn&ring  upon  the  metropolia  was  on- 


necemoy,  and  arose  firom  the  amhitioos 
dreams  of  arohitectnral  enthusiwts.  He 
beliered  that  this  aatfering  might  be  alto- 
gether avoided  if  a  more  moderate,  more 
practical,  and  more  eoonomioal  scheme 
were  adopted.  What  that  scheme  might 
be,  he  would  not  go  into  then,  but  all  the 
objects  which  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
had  at  heart  would  be  met  if  the  Chancery 
Courta  were  left  at  Lincoln's  Inn,  Common 
Law  Courts  built  upon  the  Thames  Em- 
bankment, and  appropriate  sites  found  for 
the  remaining  offices,  if  it  was  necessary 
to  concentrate  them.  The  House  ought 
not  to  acquiesce  in  the  scheme  of  those 
enthusiasta,  who  had  a  grand  idea  of 
arohitectund  improvements,  but  a  very 
limited  notion  of  the  burden  they  would 
entail  upra  the  taxpayer,  or  the  suAring 
and  misery  th^  would  bring  npon  the 
humbler  dassea.  H^  pnteeted  against 
making  a  solitude  and  outing  it  a  metro- 
politan  improvement. 

Sib  FRAI^CIS  GOLDSMID  did  not  at 
all  think  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
had  last  spoken  would  earn  the  £100 
offered  by  the  Chief  Commissioner  of 
Works  by  suggesting  that  the  Equity 
Courts  should  be  left  at  Lincoln's  Inn 
and  that  the  Common  Law  Courts  should 
be  built  on  the  Thames  Embankment. 
He  regretted,  however,  that  the  noble 
scheme  now  proposed  ^ould  be  marred 
by  this  one  blot — that  a  large  number 
of  the  labouring  classes  should  be  dis- 
placed, while  no  attempt  was  made  to 
remedy  the  evil.   But,  m  tmth,  as  was 
clear  from  the  ohservationa  made  on  a 
former  evening  1^  the  Attorney  General, 
the  attention  of  dovemment  had  not  been 
directed  to  the  subject    They  thought 
that  the  clearing  away  of  bad  and  un- 
wholesome dwe^gs  would  be  in  itself 
a  benefit.    At  the  east  end  of  London 
such  improvements  had  greatly  aggravated 
the  evil  of  overcrowding.  Mr.  Liddle,  the 
medical  officer  of  the  Whitcchapcl  district 
stated  in  his  Keport  that  in  consequence 
of  houses  being  pulled  down  for  the  Black- 
wall  Bailway  extension  line  the  number 
of  houses  had  decreased  by  148,  but  the 
population  had  only  diminished  to  the 
extent  of  seventy-four  persons,  and  he 
suggested  that  the  inhabitents  being  drivoo. 
into  already  crowded  houses  in  the  vi- 
cinity, the  oonaeqnent  overorowding  might 
in  some  measure  account  for  the  increaaed 
rate  of  mortality  daring  the  last  two  years. 
This  testimony  as  to  the  <^fect  of  the 
deatntction  of  the  dTcUinsr'Qf  ,AftTD9or 
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was  oonfirmed  by  the  Ber.  Ur.  TroTitt, 
the  incambeat  of  St.  Stephen's,  Bethnal 
Green.  In  ■  leoent  lettv*  lb.  Treritt 
said — 

"The  oonieqneiWM  of  tli«  doitnietioii  of  tha 
d veiling!  oTthe  poor  ifir  the  fonnmtioa  of  nil* 
ways)  as  nen  in  my  dutriot,  ue  additioDal  rab- 
letting  of  rooms,  and  that  to  a  great  extent,  and, 
of  oonrflo,  the  crowding  of  the  poor  together  more 
dangerously  in  the  Bame  hooH  ;  then  the  bnild- 
Ing  of  additional  rooma  in  the  baek  yards  of  old , 
hoaae»— ia  aome  oaaei  Uiree  additioaat  rooms 
baring  been  added  to  the  Iloase.  The  small 
and  wretched  spaooa  nnoooopied  before  being  now 
smaller,  and  bere  and  there  qnite  filled  up,  «F 
oonwtbm  ii  atUl  loH  tb." 

It  ms,  indeed,  now  adinitted  by  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman  tiie  Chief  CommissionOT  of 
Works  that  this  clearing  away  of  over* 
crowded  houses,  without  the  substitution 
of  others,  was  in  itself  an  otU,  and,  al- 
though he  said  that  he  had  not  been  able 
to  derise  a  remedy,  the  manner  in  which 
this  Bill  had  been  brought  forward  showed 
that  the  reason  why  no  remedy  had  been 
devised  was  that  the  Government  had 
not  bestowed  any  attention  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Id  the  year  1861  the  Earl  of  Derby 
induced  the  House  of  Lords  to  adopt  an 
Instruction  to  the  Committees  of  that 
Kmse  to  report,  with  reference  to  rail- 
ways  passing  through  the  metropolis,  whe* 
ther  any  plui  could  be  derised  for  miti- 

C"  g  the  efiect  ctf  the  removal  of  a 
nnmber  of  dwellings.     la.  oonee- 

aoenoe  of  this  instmotion  concUtions  as  to 
10  running  of  traios  for  the  accommoda* 
tion  of  the  working  classes  had  been  im- 
posed upon  several  railway  companies 
promoting  lines  through  crowded  parts  of 
the  metropolis ;  and  inadequate  as  that 
remedy  might  be  it  was  not  right  that 
after  such  conditions  had  been  attadied  to 
the  passing  of  Bailway  Bills,  the  GK)vem- 
ment  should  propose  a  public  improvement 
involving  destruction  of  dwellings  of  the 
poor,  without  doing  anything  towards  cu- 
ring what  was  admitted  to  be  a  very  con- 
siderable evil.  He  believed  that  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  ^»piy  his 
mind  to  the  matter  he  could  devise  some 
remedy.  He  (Sir  Franoia  GoUsmid)  had 
himself  given  notice  of  a  Motion  upon 
the  subject,  to  which,  no  doub^  as  in- 
genious olgections  would  be  raised  as  had 
been  taken  to  that  now  before  the  House  i 
but  even  though  this  Besolutlon  should 
be  r^eoted,  he  did  not  despair  that  the 
present  debate  would  have  the  effect  of 
conducing  to  the  discovery  of  some  means 
of  at  least  mitigating  tlw  misohief  of  whidh 


he  was  complaining.   If  not  the  Govern 
ment  would  have  been  the  instrument  of 
working  an  injury  instead  of  a  benefit  to 
the  labouring  classes. 

Thb  attorney  GENERAL  said,  it 
was  impossible  to  hear  without  great  sym- 
pathy of  any  ineonvenienoe  or  evil  to  the 
classes  who  would  be  displaced  by  im> 
provements  of  this  kind,  or  without  great 
regret  that  these  and  other  public  improve* 
ments  should  be  attended  by  temporary 
injury  to  those  olasses.  But  the  House 
would,  he  thought,  be  dii^osed  to  take  a 
praetical  and  not  merely  a  senUmental 
view  of  such  subjects,  and  to  oonmder  them 
with  reference  to  all  the  questions  which 
they  involved.  If  any  one  could  su^iest 
a  means  of  carrying  out  metropolitan  im- 
provements, wiUiont  incidental  inconveni- 
ence to  the  classes  immediately  affected,  it 
would  receive  the  most  anxious  and  oareful 
consideration,  but  to  delay  all  imjffovements 
until  such  a  plan  bad  been  devued,  would 
be  most  injurious  to  the  very  olasses  in 
whose  interests  this  Motion  had  been  made, 
as  the  practical  result  would  be,  that  such 
improvements  would  not  be  undertaken. 
It  was  p^eetly  consistent  in  the  hon. 
Member  for  Worcestershire  or  anyone  who 
thought  that  the  ^posed  ooncentration 
of  the  courts  was  a  mere  architectural 
fonoy,  and  a  measure  for  wlubh  there  was 
no  public  Doeesdty,  to  support  such  a  Mo- 
tion as  this  i  but  he  regretted  that  those 
who  appreciated  the  nature  of  this  great 
pablio  improvement,  and  desired  that  it 
should  be  carried  out,  should  favour  a  step 
the  certain  effect  of  which  would  be  to  de- 
feat the  Bill.  It  was  impossible  that  this 
Instruction  could  be  given  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  the  tendency  of  the  proposal 
was  to  defeat  the  Bill.  For  the  rejection 
of  tbe  measure  on  this  ground  no  sufficient 
reason  had  been  assigned.  During  the 
last  forty  years  great  improvements  had 
been  made  in  the  metropolis,  and  every 
one  had  admitted,  that  in  the  long  run 
their  effect  had  been  beneficial,  not  only  to 
the  public  interests,  for  ^e  sake  of  which 
they  were  undert^en,  but  to  the  very 
olaneB  who  had  been  di^iaeed  ^7  t^hrai. 
As  a  consequence  of  snob  improvements, 
there  had  grown  up  round  London  honaea 
adapted  to  the  accommodation  of  the  la- 
bouring classes,  in  mwdi  bealthior  looalities 
than  those  which  they  had  previously 
occupied ;  and  thus,  although  there  might 
have  been  some  temporary  over^wding  in 
the  neighbourhoods  in  which  works  wen 
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the  poorer  population  had  got  into  better 
and  healttiieT  localities.  "Why  should  the 
una  of  all  the  other  public  improvements 
in  London  be  Tinted  apon  the  head  of  this 
one  proposal,  and  objections  thrown  in  its 
vay  -vrhich  wore  offered  to  no  other  ?  Bail- 
way  Bills  out  of  count  had  passed,  and 
nobody  had  required  the  promote  to  ob* 
tain  new  sites  and  build  houses  for  the 
labouring  claases.  Tet  thia  was  the  ^ro^ 
posalnow  made,  and  made  in  a  form  whichi 
if  adopted,  woiUd  tend  to  defeat  the  Bill. 
Sueh  a  pn^xnal  was  totally  impracticable, 
and  the  best  proof  of  its  impraotioability 
vaa  that  the  House  of  Lords,  when  con- 
sidering the  railway  Bills  submitted  to  it, 
only  provided  not  that  the  railway  compa- 
nies should  give  sites  and  build  lodging- 
houses  for  l£e  displaced  population,  bat 
that  cheap  trains  should  be  run  for  tbeir 
benefit,  to  carry  them  to  and  from  their 
homes.  The  Government,  of  coaree,  could 
not  run  cheap  trains,  and  therefore  the 
remedy  now  suggested  was  different  from 
that  which  had  been  adopted  in  every 
other  case.  It  was  said  that  dwellings 
for  the  labouring  classes  might  be  built 
on  the  sites  now  occupied  by  law  courts 
or  law  offices,  and  that  if  lodging  were  not 
thus  provided  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood, there  would  be  great  overcrowding 
ib  the  poor  dwellings  around.  Thia  might 
be  Bo;  he  oould  not  resist  the  evidence 
'whioh  had  been  olBfered  on  l^e  point,  but 
there  was  no  evidence  to  show  that  this 
was  more  than  a  temporary  evil,  and  that 
the  population  would  not  in  the  end  ad- 
just itself  to  the  altered  circumstances  of 
the  case.  Would  not  the  displacement 
and  the  consequent  overcrowding  which 
were  spoken  of,  go  on  even  with  the  very 
remedy  suggested  ?  The  new  courts  could 
not  be  completed  for  three  or  fonr  years, 
and  until  then  the  present  sites  would  be 
wanted.  Meanwhile,  the  people  who  were 
displaced  must  find  lod^ngs  for  them- 
selves where  they  convemenuy  could,  and 
they  would  not  afterwards  come  back  and 
occupy  these  new  houses.  By  that  time 
they  would  have  found  other  lodgings; 
there  they  would  remain ;  and  these  bnUd- 
inga  would  be  erected  lor  another  popula- 
tion than  that  which  had  hem  displaced. 
No  doubt  these  suggestions  were  made 
witii  the  moat  humane  of  motives,  but  on 
the  face  of  them  it  was  difficult,  if  not 
impossible  to  carry  them  out,  and  they  con- 
firmed his  impression  that  you  had  better 
trust  to  the  laws  of  nature,  and  to  the 
tendmcy  of  people  to  cniform  themselves 
th  Atiomesf  Oontral 
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to  altered  cin^nmBiances  than  attempt  by 
artificial  means  to  provide  for  those  who, 
after  all,  do  what  you  would,  would  pro- 
vide for  tiiemselves.  No  practical  sa^es- 
tion  had  been  made,  and  he  deprecated 
strongly  th^t,  by  an  unintended  effect,  the 
passing  of  a  measure  of  great  public  utility 
whioh  by  general  concurrence  ought  to  be 
carried,  should  thus  be  obstructed. 

Ms.  HENLEY  said,  the  end  of  the 
hen.  and  learned  Oentieman's  speecJi  dif- 
fered venr  mudi  from  tiie  beginning.  At 
first  the  non.  and  learned  Gentleman  laid 
about  him  right  and  left  at  everybody  who 
wished  to  provide  for  theae  unfortanate 
people,  as  doing  so  indireotiy  to  obstruct 
the  Bill.  Towards  the  end,  however,  he 
threw  in  a  little  soft  sawder  about  humane 
motives,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing.  It 
was  quite  clear  that  the  Government, 
thinking  this  a  desirable  site,  pounced 
down  upon  this  vast  block  of  buildings, 
and  without  any  consideration  for  the  un- 
happy people  who  lived  there  were  going 
to  sweep  tiiem  away,  simply  telling  them 
that  in  the  long  run — he  did  not  tell  them 
when — ^but  which  might  be  in  twenty  or 
thirty  years,  when  tiiey  got  to  Eenaal 
Green,  or  some  other  place  of  the  sort, 
they  woTild  be  better  off.  It  was  said 
that  a  different  course  had  been  takoi  in 
tiie  case  of  the  railways.  Certainly,  a 
ndlway  and  a  court  of  law  were  two  dif- 
ferent things,  and  he  did  not  suppose  that 
the  lawyers  would  like  to  carry  these  un- 
fortunate people  in  cabs  night  and  morn- 
ing to  and  iiom  their  work.  But,  in  re- 
quiring the  railways  to  run  cheap  trains. 
Parliament  had  done  what  was  strictly 
practicable.  People  liked  to  live  as  handy 
to  their  work  as  poBsible,  and  the  cheap 
trains  whioh  brought  workmen  back  again 
to  the  spot  from  which  they  were  driven 
formed  as  good  an  arrangement  as  could 
be  made  for  their  convenience.  It  was 
said  that  nothing  could  be  done,  unless 
you  pulled  down  other  houses,  and  that 
then  thero  would  be  more  diqtlacements, 
mora  overcrowding,  and  bo  on  tuf  injiniivm. 
But  were  there  no  vacant  sites?  The 
right  hon.  Gentieman  Cowper)  was 
not  hardy  enough  to  assert  tlutt,  fbr  then 
his  argument  would  have  been  clean  out 
of  the  running.  Would  there  be  no  va- 
cant ground  on  the  Thames  Embankment? 
Lodging-houses  for  these  poor  people  did 
not  take  the  same  amount  of  ground  which 
was  wanted  for  splendid  courts;  and  in 
Westminster,  for  instanoe,  a  great  many 
model  lodging.ho^^^^)^i@^gJ(Mr. 
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row  strip  of  ground.  He  vas  sorry  to  see ' 
the  OoTemment  laying  down  the  prinoiple 
that  vbaterer  misery  might  be  created  by 
this  improvement  they  would  du^  not 
one  attempt  to  relieve  it,  on  the  groDnd 
thai  it  would  be  better  for  tiiese  poor  peo- 
ple in  the  long  mn,  and  that  it  was  a 
public  improTement  His  own  impreaaon 
was  that  a  great  bardBhip  was  about  to  be 
inflicted,  and  he  thought  it  latiier  hard 
lines  for  VbiA  ^wor  &at  the  QoTemment 
should  dint  mext  eyes  to  all  this  diBtreas. 

YuoouiiT  FALUEBSTON:  It  seems  to 
ue  that  if  the  doctrine  embodied  in  the 
Uotion  before  the  House  were  to  be  car- 
ried into  effect  it  would  prevent  any  great 
improvement  whatever  being  made  in  the 
metropolis,  because  no  great  improvement 
can  be  made  without  pulling  down  small 
bouses,  and  thus  displacing,  pro  tanto,  the 
population.  The  remedy  is  not  in  the 
long  run,  as  stated  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, but  in  the  short  run,  because  it  is 
quite  clear  that  the  people  thus  displaced 
will  find  situations  for  their  homes  better 
and  more  healthful  tiian  those  they  occu- 
pied before.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  said  it  would  be  a  very 
diffnent  thing  if  the  houses  were  to  be 
pulled  down  for  the  ocautraction  at  a  rail- 
way, beoattse  the  laUwigr  wouU  take  them 
to  and  from  the  place  of  their  labour. 
But  why  should  not  the  existing  railways 
carry  the  people  who  are  now  proposed  to 
be  turned  out  to  and  from  their  places  of 
labour?  But  my  main  objection  to  the 
Hotion  is  that  my  hon.  Friend  proposes  to 
instruct  the  Committee  to  do  that  which 
a  committee  is  perfectly  incapable  of  doing. 
The  Committee  can  no  more  make  the  pro- 
vision he  proposes  that  they  can  buy  an 
estate  in  Northumberland  or  Devonshire, 
or  do  anything  else  that  requires  an  outlay 
of  monc^,  and  therefore  it  is  an  absurdity 
to  ask  them  to  make  a  provision  whitrn 
they  have  no  power  aa.  earth  to  make.  If 
uy  hon.  Friend  will  bring  in  a  Bill  to  pur- 
chase laiul  and  will  emi^oy  arobiteot  in 
whom  he  appears  to  tnut  to  make  a  clear- 
ance on  other  spots,  and  then  to  erect 
buildings  on  them,  I  shall  have  no  objec- 
tion to  his  doing  so.  But  his  proposal,  if 
adopted,  would  only  aggravate  the  evils  he 
wishes  to  cure ;  for  in  making  room  for 
the  300  or  400  proposed  to  he  displaced 
he  would  have  to  turn  out  300  or  400 
more,  so  that  there  would  then  be  600  or 
800  turned  out  of  their  homes  instead  of 
300  or  400.  Bat  my  ohi^  objection  to 
the  Uotion  ii  that  the  Committee  really 


have  no  power  to  accomplish  what  my 
hon.  Friend  wishes  them  to  do,  and  that 
the  UoUon,  if  carried,  would  only  impose 
upon  them  the  painfal  neoessity  of  report- 
ing that  they  were  perfectly  unable  to  ex- 
ecute t2ie  instracti<mB  of  tb«  House.  The 
Uotaon  is  very  nseftil  as  enabling  hon. 
Uembers  to  express  th«r  qrmpathy  forlbe 
poor  people  who  are  to  be  disced,  but  it 
is  pmeetly  imponble  to  carry  out  its 

olgects.  

Ub.  HENITBSSY  moved  an  Amend- 
ment that  he  thought  woold  meet  the 
formal  objection  of  the  noble  Lord.  He 
moved  that  instead  of  the  words  "have 
powOT  to  make  provision,"  the  words  "  to 
inquire  into  the  practicability  and  expedi- 
ency ot  making  provimon  "  be  mbatitated. 

Amendment  pn^nsed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "•make,"  m  order  to  insert  the  words 
"  inquire  into  the  practicability  and  ex- 
pediency of  making, '—(  36".  JZimflMiy,) — 
instead  thereof. 

Qnestton  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*make  *  stand  part  of  the  Queetion.'* 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENEBAL  said, 
that  would  also  be  turning  a  Committee 
appointed  for  a  totally  di&rent  porpoie 
into  one  of  general  inquiry. 

Ub.  LEATHAH  said,  the  Bill  as  it 
stood  was  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  a 
certain  plot  to  be  buUt  upon  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  New  Courts  of  Justice,  but  it 
might  BO  happen  that  some  portion  of  that 
very  plot  might  be  applicable  to  the  pur- 
pose mentioned  in  the  Motion ;  and  laere 
was  no  reason  why  the  Committee  nugbt 
not  have  the  power  of  devoting  each  aur- 
plus  land  to  that  purpose.  He  thought 
the  Amendment  propmed  by  the  hon. 
llember  for  the  Eing^s  County  (Mr.  Hen- 
nessy)  got  rid  of  titte  objections  of  the 
noble  Lord. 

Mb.  EIKKAIRD  hoped  that  the  noble 
Lord  would  assent  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, as  an  investigation  of  the  matter 
would  satisfy  everybo^, 

YiBOOUiTT  FALMEBSTOir:  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  proposition  even  so  modified 
would  be  quite  foreign  to  the  purposes  of 
the  Committee,  and  therefore  I  do  not  feel 
at  liberty  to  assent  to  it. 

Question  pat,  "  That  the  word  '  make ' 
stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  House  itvnded -.—kym  18;  Noes 
8:  UaioritvlO. 

HooMs^tjoanwdat 
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HOTJSE   OF  COMMONS, 
Wedneukt^y  March  1,  1665. 

If INDTES.]  —  Prauo  Bnxi  —  RtMkitiom  in 
CSMmmttM— Churoh  Attooduoe  on  Sunday. 

OnlNvrf— Obtirah  AtUHuUnee  on  Snndajr ;  Me- 
tropolitan ToU  BridsM  i  Writ!  Re^rtration, 
Ac.  (SootUnd). 

Firtt  Rea£M  — 'Ohudt  Attendanee  on  Snndajr 
[40]:  Metropolitan  Toll  Bridg«s[4T]:  Writa 
Registrstkm,  Ao.  (Sootland)  [4S]. 

Saeend  RMding—LKw  of  Endonoe,  Ao.  [20]. 

SeUet  CommtttM— Quatifloation  for  Offloea  Aboli- 
tion Bill,  ntminattd.  {Liit  of  CommitU*,  p. 212). 

ComonUM — Britith  Kafllrsm*  [27J  ;  Common 
Law  Conrta  (Feet)*  [801 

Amort— Britisli  Kafltaria*[40]i  Coamon  Law 
Coarta(Feefl)*[803. 

Third  Beading — Felonjr  and  Miademeanor  Evi- 
donoa  and  Praetioo*       and  pcmed. 

LAW  OF  EVIDENOE,  A«.  BILL. 
[bill  20.]    8B00HD  EIADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Sir  FITZROT  EBLLT,  In  mottng 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  aeeeod  time* 
said,  he  underatood  it  vaa  not  the  intention 
of  the  QoTemment  to  offer  anj  opposition 
to  the  second  reading,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  more  conTeaieot  to  postpone  the 
eonaideration  of  the  measure  till  the  House 
went  into  Committee.  He  woold  not  there- 
fore detain  the  House  more  than  a  few 
minutes.  The  Bill  contained  eight  clauses, 
whieh  were  intended  to  carry  into  effect 
leTen  distinct  measures  of  amendment  in 
the  law.  With  respect  to  Rto  of  those 
measnree,  and  possibly  six.  he  thought  he 
might  veotare  to  aay  that  no  difference  of 
opinion  existed,  and  when  the  time  should 
come  to  oonaider  the  entire  Bill  In  Commit- 
tee—although, nndonbtedly,  azDlaoation 
would  be  neeesaary,  and  some  wsoussion 
might  be  thought  appropriate — be  did  not 
imagine  that  any  oppodtwn  would  be  raised 
to  any  one  of  those  &Te,  or  possibly 
six.  elaoses.  One  claote.  however  — 
the  third  —  stood  upon  a  differmt  foot- 
ing. By  this  clause  it  was  proposed  to 
render  admissible  as  witnesses  the  parties 
accused  in  all  criminal  oases.  With  regard 
to  this  clause  he  would  not  he  dealing  fairly 
with  the  House  if  he  did  not  at  once  state 
that,  although  he  rejoiced  to  aay  this  clause 
bad  the  approbation  of  more  than  one  of  Her 
Majeaty'a  Judges,  whose  high  authority 
waa  entitled  to  OTory  eonaideration,  yet  he 
waa  quite  aware  that  in  the  profeaalon  of  the 
law,  u  wen  aa  in  that  House,  a  very  great 
differenoe  of  opinion  might  be  expected  to 


be  expressed  and  enforced  by  the  rotea  of 
Members  of  the  House  when  the  clause 
came  to  be  considered  in  Committee.  He 
would  only  further  aay  that  in  asking  that 
the  Bill  be  now  mtd  a  second  time  wTthoot 
opposition,  and  he  hoped  without  dtsenaahm 
— inasmnch  as  it  would  he  necessary  t« 
disenas  every  clause  In  Committee— he 
should  not  assume  that  Her  Hajeaty'a 
OoTemment,  or  any  indifidual  Uember  of 
the  House,  by  assenting  to  the  second 
reading,  implied  any  approbation  of  any 
particular  olaose  in  the  Bill.  A  Bill  had 
been  brought  in  by  hia  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Member  fbr  the  county  Cork 
(Mr.  Scully)  which  sooght,  in  somewhat 
different  language,  to  effect  the  same  object 
as  the  third  clause  in  this  Bill.  He  (Sir 
FitsBoy  Kelly)  eoucMTod  that  it  would  be 
somewhat  inoonTentent  to  discuss,  upon  the 
two  separate  Bills,  at  two  different  periods 
of  time,  exactly  the  same  measure  of  legis- 
lation, and  audi  was  Uie  esse  with  his 
hoD.  Friend's  Bill  and  the  third  eUuse  of 
his  own.  He,  tiiereforo,  appealed  to  hia 
hon.  and  leameHd  Friend  to  postpone  the 
second  reading  of  his  Bill. 

Mwtd,  «Tbat  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time."— (iSir  FUmBo^  KOf.) 

Mr.  SCITLLT  said,  he  felt  no  indisposi- 
tion to  yield  to  the  wish  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend,  though  for  himaelf  he 
thought  it  would  be  more  conTenieuk  to 
discuaa  the  principle  of  the  Bill  upon  tiie 
second  reading.  The  point,  however,  was 
comparatively  unimportant,  for  hia  own  Bill 
merely  embodied  in  one  clause  the  propo- 
sals which  were  spread  over  three  or  four 
clauses  of  the  present  measure.  Ue  un- 
derstood that  it  was  the  intention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Qovemment  that  his  own  Bill, 
that  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
and  a  third  Bill,  having  the  same  object, 
should  be  discussed  together.  It  was 
rather  anomalous,  certainly,  to  find  Lord 
Derby's  Attorney  Oeneral  m  the  foremost 
rank  of  law  reformers,  while  the  Law 
Officers  of  a  Liberal  Government  opposed 
his  efforts.  The  anomaly,  however,  formed 
only  partof  that  still  greater  contradiction 
under  which  Conservative  Liberals  sat  on 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House,  and 
Liberal  ConserTatives  filled  the  Ministerial 
Benchea.  The  state  of  things  waa  not  one 
which  commanded  his  approTal ;  these 

Eilitioal  *'  crosses  "  and  umixtures  of 
onservative  Southdowns  with  the  Liberal 
Cotswolda  never  eould  lead  to-good  results. 
To  outward  appearaoee  ^Ne^ihS^  I  tvas 
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imootli ;  but  for  »U  that  the  hlaok  hoof 
peeped  out  oocaa'ionalljr.  and  he  thought 
Iler  Majeatj's  Uinuten  wonld  become 
more  ainoere  and  earneat  refbrmera  if  they 
vere  compelled  for  a  time  to  occnpj  the 
Oppoaitioii  Benches.  He  gave  the  hen. 
and  learned  Member  opposite  credit  for 
being  a  aincere  legal  reformer ;  and  be 
hoped  the  Attorney  Oeneral  would  like- 
wiae  become  as  earnest  in  this  respect  as 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
•  Back,  for  otherwise  his  official  position 
would  enable  him  to  hinder  Dsefnl  ohangea. 
Among  all  men,  and  especially  lawyers, 
tliere  was  a  tendency  to  cling  to  familiar 
ideaa  which,  from  constant  daily  habit, 
became  stereotyped  in  their  very  nature. 
At  one  time  be,  too,  held  auch  atereotyped 
opioiona,  but  when  he  becaoie  a  legi^  re- 
former the  firat  thing  ha  did  waa  to  tear 
up  by  the  roota  all  those  legal  notiona  im- 
bibed in  a  long  coarse  of  years.  In  com- 
pliance witli  the  appeal  made  to  him  he 
should  postpone  his  Bill  to  the  same  day 
as  that  aeleeted  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member. 

The  ATTOENBY  GENERAL  said, 
the  House  desired  to  approach  all  sub- 
iects  such  aa  the  present  without  anything 
like  party  spirit ;  it  was,  therefore,  with 
reffrethe  heard  the  insinuation  of  the  bon. 
and  learned  Oentleman,  that  law  reform 
wai  made  a  matter  of  competition  between 
one  aide  of  the  House  and  the  other.  The 
practical  tendency  of  any  ehaDge  that 
might  be  Introduced,  and  whether  the  ad- 
miniatration  of  jastice  would  be  Improved 
or  impeded  thereby,  were  the  grounds  to 
which  the  House  ought  properly  to  direct 
its  attention,  and  he  could  not  see  what 
that  bad  to  do  with  political  differences 
between  one  side  of  the  House  and  the 
other.  He  gave  every  credit  to  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  for  the  sincerity  of 
his  desire  to  amend  the  law,  and  he  was 
confident  that  on  these  and  other  occasions 
the  true  eourse  waa  to  do  jusUoe  to  each 
other's  views  and  intentions.  The  present 
Bill  consisted  of  eight  clauses,  nearly  all  of 
which  dealt  with  diffbrent  suhiecta.  With- 
out anticipaUng  the  diseuaaion  npon  the 
Bill,  he  might  say  that  if  Uie  measure  were 
confined  to  the  firat  two  and  the  eighth 
clauses,  there  mig^t  be  vert  little  difference 
of  opinion  in  relation  to  them  ;  but  aa  to 
every  one  of  the  others,  he  felt  very  con- 
siderable doubt.  The  third  clause  espe- 
cially, enabling  the  accused  parties  in 
criminal  eases  to  become  witnesaes  in  their 
own  behalf,  of  eoorae  aubjocl  to  the  ninal 


right  of  oroaa-ezamioation,  seemed  to  him 
repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  our  whole  leffn- 
lation.  He  thought  that  if  adopted,  In- 
stead of  working  In  theintereste  of  justice, 
it  would  go  far  to  introduce  a  system  of 
moral  torture  like  that  prevailing  in  aome 
parts  of  the  Continent ;  and  he  doubted 
very  much  whether  innocent  persons  would 
be  likely  to  gain  so  much  as  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  hoped,  while  the  system 
might  very  possibly  operate  in  favour  of 
the  guilty.  It  waa  his  duty  to  st&te  that 
the  present  views  of  the  Government  were 
opposed  to  the  application  ;  and  of  course 
the  views  of  the  Government  on  snob  a 
matter  were  the  views  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  his  immediate  superior,  which 
were  entitled  to  so  much  weight.  It  waa 
very  desirable,  on  a  matter  of  anoh  grave 
importance,  that  the  oplnlona  of  all  who 
were  moat  oonversant  with  the  working  of 
the  laws  in  England  and  Ireland  should  be 
obtained  ;  and  if  it  should  turn  out  that 
before  the  day  mentioned  by  bis  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Government  were  un- 
able to  obtain  the  necessary  information 
from  the  Judges  and  others  whom  it  was 
their  duty  to  consnlt,  he  felt  sure  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  would  not  oppose  any 
reasonable  proposition  of  adjournment.  He 
also  deemed  it  expedient  that  the  discus- 
sion, Trhcn  it  took  place,  should  not  be  upon 
a  Wednesday,  on  which  day  the  attend- 
ance of  Members  was  usually  limited,  but 
ahould  take  its  place  with  the  ordinary  bn- 
sinesH  of  the  House,  at  a  time  when  profes- 
sional men  werft  released  from  their  en- 
gagements, and  when  the  question,  though 
B  legal  one,  might  be  submitted  for  the 
opinion  of  the  House  at  large. 

Mr.  DUNLOP  wished  to  receive  from 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Suffolk  (Sir  FitzRoy  Kelly)  some 
assurance  that  the  Bill  wovdd  not  act  re- 
trospectively, inasmuch  as  anxiety  was  felt 
on  the  point  by  the  parties  in  such  coses  as 
that  of^"  Shedden  «.  Patrick,"  now  await- 
ing a  hearing  before  the  Honse  of  Lords, 
who  in  the  event  of  a  new  trial  might 
have  the  whole  proceedinga  gone  over 
again,  but  under  a  different  state  of  the 
law,  ahonld  the  Bill  past, 

Mr.  M*MAH0N  said,  he  hoped  the 
Attorney  General  would  reconidder  hia  de- 
cision with  regard  to  the  third  clause. 
There  were  many  oases  to  which  the  prin- 
ciple of  that  clause  might  be  Mttended 
with  odvantftge.    Take,  for  instance,  a 

case  of  libel.  If  a  Fo"*"**"?,  I^^l!f^ 
h,  action,  the  dctodant^oofH^g^ 
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denoe,  but  if  lie  proceedeil  by  inclietment, 
tbe  defendant's  mouth  iroeld  be  closed. 
Whj  should  a  person  indicted  for  libel  not 
be  allowed  to  ^ve  erideneo  as  veil  as  if  he 
ware  a  defendant  in  an  aetion  for  libri  ? 
There  were  many  eases  in  which,  without 
interfering  with  the  old  ostaUished  fiews 
of  tbe  professioo,  alterations  might  be 
beneficially  made.  At  present  it  frequent- 
ly happened  that  a  man  was  cooricted  be- 
cause he  was  not  allowed  to  give  eridenee 
on  bis  own  bebalf,  or  hare  the  evidence  of 
his  wife  taken.  He  would  suggest  that 
there  would  be  ineooTenienee  in  taking  tbe 
Committee  so  early  as  that  day  three  weeks, 
inasmuch  as  the  assizes  would  not  be  all 
over  until  after  Easter. 

Mb.  GATHORNB  HABDT  said,  he 
regretted  the  union  of  so  many  subjects  in 
one  Bill.  Some  of  tbe  proristODS  were  so 
objectionalile  in  principle  that  he  thought 
tbe  disensaion  upon  it  ought  to  bare  been 
taken  on  the  second  reading,  and  the  Bill 
sent  to  the  Committee  with  the  approval 
of  the  House  or  thrown  out  altogether. 
Hon,  Hembers  would,  for  instance,  recol- 
lect that  in  the  case  oF  actions  for  breach 
of  promise  the  exception  which  it  was 
sought  by  the  Bill  to  dispense  with  was 
made  deliberately  when  tbe  change  in  tbe 
law  of  evidence  was  adopted.  He  might 
perhaps  be  allowed  to  observe  with  regard 
to  such  actions  that  he  never  knew  one  of 
which  be  could  not  say  that,  in  bis  opinion, 
it  would  bare  been  better  that  it  had  not 
been  brought  on  for  trial;  bat  if  they  were 
to  have  breach  of  promise  trials  at  all  it 
was  evident  that  Uiey  would  be  greatly 
multiplied  if  the  plaintiA  themselves  were 
allowed  to  give  evidence  of  the  promise. 
Then  with  regard  to  another  class  of  cases, 
tbe  result  of  the  proposed  change  would,  be 
thought,  be  that  that  class  of  actions  which 
were  now  brought  nominally  by  fathers  on 
behalf  of  daughters  would  be  converted 
into  actions  for  breach  of  promise,  and  be, 
therefore,  maintained  it  was  right  that 
those  actions  should  stand  on  a  different 
footing  from  other  causes.  He  had  as 
great  a  desire  as  the  bon.  and  learned 
Qeotleroan  himself  tiiat  the  courts  should 
en  all  oceasionB  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion; 
andt  therefore,  be  might  be  permitted  to 
aaj  tbe  law  of  evidence  as  it  stood  led, 
in  almost  eveiy  instanee.  to  a  just  conotn- 
aion,  and  that  it  was  wiser  to  submit  to 
such  slight  evils  is  it  might  occasion, 
rather  than  invite  greater.  When  it  was 
borne  in  mind  how  an  aoensed  person  was 
protected  from  the  momwt  when  he  was 


taken  iutu  custody — bow  he  was  warned 
when  taken  before  a  magistrate  not  to  say 
anything  to  criminate  himself— bow  on  thie 
trial  everything  connected  with  hia  past 
life  was  ezclnded,  and  any  allnston  to  any 
previous  eonvietion  ihnt  out,  ao  that  he 
might  be  tried  on  the  partienlar  meiits  of 
the  ease  itself,  it  would  be  at  once  seen 
how  sweeping  was  the  alteration  proposed. 
Under  its  operation  the  defendant  would 
be  liable  to  be  exatniaed,  and  then  cross- 
examined,  as  to  bis  whole  career  by  the 
opposing  ooansel,  who  would  not  tbiuk  he 
had  discharged  his  duty  unless  be  pot  a 
pressure  upon  bim,  wbiob,  in  many  cases, 
a  man  would  not  be  able  to  resist ; 
so  that  while  a  person  with  a  nimble 
tongue  might  be  able  to  go  through  tbe 
ordeal  without  suffering  uiy  damage,  an- 
other not  gifted  with  the  same  expertoess 
of  speech  might — although  innocent— be 
convicted  simply  because  he  did  not  hap- 
pen to  be  able  to  give  a  ready  answer. 
He  thought  that  such  a  system  would  be 
worse  than  the  interrogation  in  France, 
when  that  was  done  by  the  Judge  him- 
self— though  the  Judges  in  some  instances, 
he  feared,  forgot  their  judicial  capacity. 
They  ought  to  be  sure  that  there  was 
something  very  objectionable  in  the  present 
state  before  they  adopted  such  an  altera- 
tion; but  be  confessed  he  had  not  heard 
any  grievance  alleged  which  could  render 
it  necessary  for  them  to  have  recourse  to 
so  great  a  change  in  our  judicial  system. 
It  was,  however,  said  in  support  of  tbe 
change  that  the  parties  to  an  aetion  in  civil 
cases  were  allowed  to  give  evidence,  and 
that  Uiat  mode  of  nroeednre  was  attended 
with  advantage.  But  in  aooh  eases  each 
of  the  parties  ooneemed,  it  should  be  re- 
collected, had  a  deep  interest  in  tbe  resnlt; 
while  the  prosecutor  in  a  criminal  case 
would  for  the  most  part  give  a  good  deal 
to  be  out  of  it,  caring  little  in  many  in- 
stances whether  the  accused  person  was 
convicted  or  not;  again,  in  the  case  of 
the  most  heinous  criminal  offences  the 
prisoner  would  often  be  left  to  tell  bis  story 
without  eontradtction,  tbe  onl^  person 
whose  evidence  could  have  convicted  bim 
having  been  entirely  removed  from  tbe 
scene.  Then,  again,  if  a  man  were  pre- 
pared to  give  evidence,  and  his  counsel 
should  think  it  inexpedient  that  he  shoold 
do  so,  itms  obvious  thai  tbe  retort  on  the 
other  side  would  be  that  the  allegationa 
made  against  bim  could  not  be  eontnwioted, 
although  of  course  there  might  be  many 
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gniUj  which  miffht  lead  him  not  to  wiidi 
to  oome  forward  as  a  witness.  On  the 
whole,  to  render  prisoners  oompetent  though 
not  compellable  to  ^ire  eridenoe  on  their 
own  behalf  would,  in  his  opinion,  so  far 
from  being  an  improvement,  tend  to  preju- 
dice the  course  of  justice.  Such  an  alte- 
ration in  the  existing  law,  if  proposed  at 
all,  was  one  which  he  thought  oiignt  to  be 
introduced  to  the  House  with  all  the  in- 
fluence and  authority  of  the  GoTemment, 
who  alone  could  obtain  such  an  attendance 
as  would  secure  for  it  more  attention  than 
it  was  likelj  to  receive  in  the  bands  of  a 

EriTSte  Member.  For  his  own  part  he 
elioTed  the  proposed  alteration  was  bj  no 
means  called  for,  and  that  it  would  operate 
more  or  leu  in  Tiolation  of  the  prioeiples 
of  justiee. 

Sm  FITZEOY  KELLT  then  fixed  the 
22nd  instant  for  going  into  Committee  on 
the  Bill,  expressing  a  hope  that  in  tlie 
meantime  the  Attorney  General  would  be 
enabled  to  appoint  some  other  day  for  its 
eoming  on,  when  there  would  be  a  chance 
of  having  its  provisions  discussed  in  a  full 
House.  In  answer  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Greenock  (Mr.  Dunlop),  he  begged  to 
saj  that  it  was  by  no  means  his  intention 
that  the  Bill  should  act  retrospectively. 

Sut  JAMES  FERGUSSON  reminded 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  bis 
Aot  of  1858  had— though  he  felt  assured 
oontrarj  to  his  intention — a  retro^mitire 
action.  He  was  afraid  the  Shedden  ease, 
which  bad  already  been  attended  with 
great  expense,  might,  under  the  operation 
of  the  Bill  as  it  stood,  should  a  new  trial 
be  allowed,  be  tried  again  in  the  Probate 
Court  under  entirely  new  conditions. 

Motion  i^reedto. 

Bill  read  2^  and  eommUted  tor  Wediw- 
da^  22nd  March. 

CRIMINAL  OASES  (EVIDENCE}  DUX. 
[Bni,  8.] 
SEOOKD  nBADDtQ  DIPBBBBD. 

Thb  attorney  general  said, 
that  before  these  Bills  were  committed,  he 
would  endearour  to  obtain  from  the  Go- 
vernment an  opportunity  when  they  might 
receive  that  attention  in  a  full  Home  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  wished. 

Mb.  SCULLY  said,  he  would  albw  his 
Bill  to  follow  the  same  course. 

Seeood  Reading  def»rr«d  tiU  Wtdnet- 
da$,  22od  Uaroh. 


OUUROH  ATTENDANCE  ON  SUNDAY 

BILL-fBUl  iO.] 
OOkDIITIBB.    LBATE.    VIBST  BXASDrO. 

Resolution  in  Committee. 

Cbnrch  Attondaaee  on  Sunday — eon- 
tUtend  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Mb.  CLIFFORD  rose  to  move  that  the 
Chairman  be  directed  to  move  the  House 
that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
the  abolition  of  Fines  for  non-attendance 
at  a  place  of  Divine  worship  on  Sunday. 
The  hon.  Member  said,  that  the  legislation 
on  this  subject  dated  from  the  time  of 
Queen  Eliaabeth,  early  in  whose  reign  a 
law  was  passed,  providing  that  everybody 
should  forfeit  a  small  sum  who  did  not  on 
the  Sabbath  attend  the  parish  church.  A 
still  more  stringent  measure  was,  however, 
passed  in  the  23rd  year  of  the  same  reign, 
and  was  expressly  reriTed  in  the  reign 
of  James  I.,  the  object  heinff,  he  believed, 
to  force  the  Roman  Catholie  population 
of  this  island  to  conform  to  Protestantism. 
After  the  Revolution  an  Act  of  William 
and  Mary  gave  relief  to  the  Protestant 
Dissenters,  but  it  was  not  till  the  reign  of 
George  III.  that  a  Bill  for  abolishing  pains 
and  penalties  in  the  case  of  Roman  Catho- 
lics was  introduced  into  the  Honae  of 
Commons.  That  Bill,  however,  did  not 
dispense  with  the  penalties  to  which  those 
who  absented  themselves  from  Divine  ser* 
vice  on  Sunday  were  subjected  by  the  Act 
of  Eliiabeth.  Now,  this  being  the  state 
of  the  law,  this  snbject  had  been  recently 
brought  before  the  pnblio  by  the  occurrence 
of  two  cases  in  which  some  very  severe  and 
stringent  measures  had  been  carried  out 
against  working  people  for  not  going  to 
church  on  Sunday,  He  would  deal  fairly 
with  the  House,  and  at  once  admit  that 
these  persons  were  not  convicted  and  pun- 
ished under  the  Act  which  he  wished  to  re- 
peal. One  happened  at  a  place  called  Legh, 
in  Lancashire.  Some  labonrers  had  been 
discovered  to  have  saved  their  bay  on 
Sunday,  and  a  fine  was  imposed  upon 
tliem  which  it  appeared  they  could  very  ill 
afford  to  pay— and  indeed  as  one  of  them 
said,  it  would  have  been  much  bettor  if  the 
magistrates  had  relieved  them  out  of  private 
charity  than  fined  them — and  conseqnently 
their  goods  were  seised  under  a  distress 
warrant.  The  conviction  was  afterwards 
quashed  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  he 
believed  on  the  ground  that  as  the  people 
^  fining  »  thAjml^ggJI^ 
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not  eoaw  ancler  thft  deiariftlloa  of  labonren. 
The  other  cats  oeevrred  at  Driffield,  in 
Torkcbire.  A  tuan  named  Isaac  Watson 
was  fined — not  indeed  for  not  having  gone 
to  ehnrcb,  though  it  was  at  first  supposed 
that  he  was  punished  nnder  the  Act  of 
Elizabeth  ;  but  it  turned  out  afterwards,  a* 
the  result  of  an  iovestigation  hj  the  Home 
Office,  that  the  couviotioD  was  under  an 
Act  of  Geo.  IV.,  and  waa  fouoded  on  a 
contract  between  the  mao  and  his  mistreBS 
(who  was  the  tenant  and  manager  of  a 
farm)  that  he  should  attend  public  worship 
at  church  on  Sundaj.  The  Home  Office 
were  of  opinion  that  if  there  was  any 
apeoial  contract  between  the  parties,  the 
man  waa  liable  to  be  paniahea  for  hariog 
infringed  it  It  might  posubly  be  objects 
to  hia  Motion  that  upon  neither  of  these 
occasions  did  any  distress  warrant  issue 
noder  the  Act  he  proposed  to  repeal,  nor 
was  any  one  fiued  under  that  Aot.  To 
that  his  answer  was  that  in  either  case 
that  course  might  have  been  adopted  had 
the  parties  been  a  little  more  deeply  read 
iu  the  law.  They  might  hare  beeu  pro- 
secuted under  the  Act,  and  as  the  macia- 
trates  would  ha7e  had  the  lex  ictv>(a  be- 
fore them,  bowcTer  repugnant  to  their 
feelings  it  might  haTO  been,  they  would 
hare  had  no  altematiTe  but  to  inflict  the 
penalty.  He  belicTcd  that  no  portion  of 
the  oommonity  would  depreeate  the  enforcch 
meat  of  the  atatnte  more  than  the  clergy 
of  the  Choreh  of  England  ;  but  there  was 
no  Mcurity  that  the  Act  might  not  he  put 
in  force  any  day  by  a  malicious  or  ill- 
diapoted  person  ;  and  he  (Mr.  Clifford) 
must  confess  he  should  deem  it  a  rery  un- 
fortunate thing  if  such  an  event  were  to 
happen,  as  it  would  naturally  lead  the  un- 
educated to  suppose  there  was  one  law  for 
the  rich  and  another  for  the  poor.  He 
trusted  that  for  these  reasons  the  House 
would  assent  to  the  Motion.  The  hon. 
Member  concluded  by  moTing  the  Resolu- 
tion, 

LoBD  HOTHAM  regretted  that  be  had 
only  just  then  entered  the  House,  having 
been  able  only  that  moment  to  leave  a  Com- 
mittee npttaira  ;  bat  as  he  onderatood  al- 
ln«on  had  been  made  to  the  oaae  of  Wation, 
which  occurred  iu  his  county,  he  wished  to 
state  what  he  understood  to  be  the  facts  of 
the  case.  The  apparent  charge  upon  which 
the  man  had  been  punished  was  for  not 
going  to  church  on  Sunday;  but  the  truth 
was  that  the  offence  he  had  committed  was 
a  breach  of  the  contract  he  had  entered  into 
with  his  mistress.   It  WM  the  custom  in 


that  part  of  the  country  for  farm  urvanta 
to  be  hired  by  the  year,  and  it  bad  beat 
the  habit  of  the  lad^  ooeapying  the  hna 
in  question  to  make  it  a  eonditica  with  her 
labourers  before  she  engaged  them,  that 
they  should  attend  some  religious  serriee 
on  Sundays.  That  was  not  an  illegal 
condition,  nor  was  it  in  his  opinion  an  na- 
reaaonable  condition.  At  all  events,  her 
labourers  had  the  option  of  either  agreeing 
to  the  condition  or  not.  Watson  did  agree 
to  it,  but  did  not  fulfil  his  engagement ; 
and  the  lady  accordingly  took  bim  before 
the  magistrates.  All  that  Watson  had  to 
say  for  himself  was  that  he  considered  ho 
had  a  right  to  do  exactly  as  he  chose  im 
Sundays.  He  did  not  aay  he  objected  to 
go  to  ehunh.  The  magistratea,  as  the 
engagement  was  not  denied^  felt  tiiaC  tbey 
had  no  alternative  but  to  convict.  They 
dealt  with  Watson,  however,  in  the  most 
lenient  manner :  they  did  not  inflict  a  fine, 
and  they  only  imposed  the  costs  of  the 
summons.  He  would  appeal  to  the  House, 
under  these  circumstances,  whether  this 
man  had  a  right  to  complain  of  bmng  had 
up  for  breaking  bis  engagement. 

Mr.  NEATB  confessed  hia  disappoint- 
ment at  hearing  the  observations  of  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Hotham).  When  the 
noble  Lord  rose,  he  (Mr.  Neate)  thought 
he  was  going  to  explain  matters,  and  to 
repudiate  on  the  part  of  the  magistrates 
with  whom  he  was  connected  anj  intenUon 
whatever  of  tepealinff  this  Act.  Inatead 
of  that,  the  noble  Lord  had  aetnally  en- 
deavoured to  justify  the  conduct  of  the 
magistrates  in  the  case  referred  to.  He 
(Mr.  Neate)  wholly  deprveated  the  course 
taken. 

Sm  GEORGE  GREY  said,  he  believed 
that  what  the  noble  Lord  had  stated  was 
quite  right — namely,  that  the  magistrates 
bad  exercised  the  jurisdiction  conferred  on 
them  by  conrioUng  the  man  in  question  of 
a  breach  of  engagement.  He  thought  that 
the  mistress  of  this  man  did  not  actually 
insist  upon  her  servant  going  to  chnrch  ; 
but  she  was  naturally  dissatisfied  at  bu 
refusal  to  go  to  any  fiSatm  of  worship.  - 

Mft.  LOCKE  thonght  the  magistratea 
ought  to  have  deolined  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  matter.  The  sooner 
Acts  of  Pariiament  like  these  were  swept 
frota  the  statute-book  the  better  it  would 
be.  They  were  wholly  unsuited  to  the 
present  times— and  indeed  to  any  timea— 
and  the  thanks  of  the  House  were  due  to 
the  hon.  Member  who  bad  introduced  thta 
Bill.  Sttielyit^^|9|(@(^|(9^(^ 
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fbr  a  lemnt  to  be  distniswd  from  serTioe 
if  he  would  not  conform  to  the  rules  of 
^e  hoase  and  attend  some  place  of  worship 
on  Sunday,  without  being  liable  to  be  fined 
and  punished  bj  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
Such  laws  as  these  fell  upon  the  poor 
people  of  the  oountnr,  who  had  just  as 
mnoh  right  to  think  for  tbemsaWes  as  any 
Member  of  this  House.  It  waa  not  beeause 
a  man  had  eoutraeted  to  be  a  serTant  that 
therefore  be  was  not  to  be  allowed  to  think 
for  himself  as  much  as  anj  one  else  in  a 
more  faronred  position  in  life.  He  con- 
tracted to  perform  certain  serrioes,  and  bo 
long  as  he  performed  them  properly,  nei- 
ther his  master  nor  miBtress  had  any  right 
whatever  to  interfere  with  his  religious  opi- 
nioni,  whaterer  those  opinioni  nught  be. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

StMimd,  That  tb»  Ohatrman  be  dtrMted  to 
MOT*  the  HeuM,  That  Isave  be  givea  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  for  the  abolition  of  KnM  fiw  nuMrtUndaDoe 
at  a  piMW  of  Dirine  Wwafalp  on  Snndsj. 

House  retumed. 

Besolntion  reported. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
CunoBD,  Ur.  AHTB0a  Russell,  and  Mr. 
Shaw  Lbtstbb. 

Bni  preienied^  and  read  l".  46.] 
METBOPOUTAN  TOLL-BRIDOES  BILL. 

•  Mb.  Alderman  SALOMONS,  in  moring 
for  leare  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  facilitate  the 
traffic  of  the  metropolis  and  to  improve  the 
commontcations  across  the  Thames  by 
opening  the  present  toll-bridges  for  the 
free  use  of  the  public,  said,  it  was  neces* 
sary  to  say  little  more  in  its  support  than 
that  in  a  metropolis  of  3,000,000  persons 
there  were  only  three  free  bridgea  eon- 
neetittg  the  northern  and  sootbem  parts  of 
liUidon.  AbontaeentaryagoWestoiinBter 
Bridge  waa  built,  and  a  litUe  while  after- 
wartb  Blackfriars.  London  Bridge  has 
since  been  rebuilt  at  the  eipense  of  the 
eity,  and  these  are  the  only  free  bridges  of 
the  metropolis.  Brery  one  knew  that  the 
northern  portion  of  tl>e  metropolis  was  over- 
crowded,  that  the  streets  were  oTor-loaded 
with  traffic,  and  that  there  was  a  difficulty 
m  finding  house  aeeommodatioo,  in  con- 
aequenoe  of  those  whose  occupations  or 
business  was  conneoted  with  this  ffrMt 
City  being  confined  to  the  north  side  of 
London,  by  the  want  of  free  bridge 
aoeommodation.  No  persons  anSbred  more 
thaa  the  workinf  dasses  fhim  the  pre- 


sent state  of  things,  and  none  would  re- 
ceive a  greater  boon  from  the  opening  of 
a  free  communication  across  the  river  to 
the  south  side,  where  land  was  to  be  bad 
cheaper,  and  where  there  was  room  for  the 
metropolis  to  spread.  As  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  provide  funds,  he  proposed  to 
enable  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  to 
levy  a  rate  over  the  metrt^olitan  area  not 
eiceeding  one  halfpenny  in  the  pound  for 
a  term  not  ezeeedmg  twenty  ^ears.  He 
proposed  that  the  distriot  in  which  the  toll- 
paying  bridges  were  placed  should  also  be 
taxed  to  the  same  amount  as  the  tax  levied 
upon  the  whole  metropolitan  district  by 
the  Board  of  Works.  He  also  proposed  an 
additional  coal  tax  of  Id.  per  ton.  A 
fund  of  between  £50,000  and  £60,000 
would  thus  he  raised,  without  bearing  hea- 
vily on  any  particular  interest,  which  would 
be  applied  for  the  purpose  of  gradually 
buying  all  the  present  toll-bridges.  He 
had  taken  power  to  enable  the  City  of 
London,  jointly  with  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works,  to  acquire  Southwark 
Bridge.  He  also  proposed  other  powers, 
which  would  enable  the  Oovemment  to 
dispose  of  Chelsea  Bridge.  The  eontrast 
between  London  and  the  city  of  Paris  was 
remarkable.  While  London  had  only  three 
free  bridges,  Paris  had  twenty-three.  Seven 
of  those  had  belonged  to  private  companies; 
but  since  1848  the  municipal  authorities 
had  bought  them  all,  for  the  purpose  of 
throwing  them  open  to  the  public.  Wa- 
terloo Bridge  was  built  in  the  very  heart  of 
London,  aud  it  was  thought  that  the  traffio 
would  be  BO  large  as  not  only  to  pay  10  per 
cent  to  the  shareholders,  but  also  to  pro- 
ride  a  surplus  fund  to  pay  off  the  capital, 
and  to  enable  the  bridge  to  be  thrown  open 
ffi  the  pubUe.  So  far,  bowerer,  were  these 
expectations  from  being  reisltsed,  that  the 
original  adventurers  had  never  reoeived  a 
farthing.  It  was  now  eertain  that  the 
public  would  not  in  any  svffietent  nnmbers 
pay  tolls,  and  that  tolls  acted  as  a  deterrent 
to  the  use  of  bridges.  Southwark  Bridge, 
on  the  other  hand,  had  been  thrown  open 
free  as  an  experiment,  and  almost  within 
two  days  the  traffic  had  been  increased 
niuefold.  If  the  measure  should  pass  a 
second  time,  he  would  ask  the  House  to 
refer  it  to  a  Select  Comouttee. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  faoilitate  the  traffio  of  the  Metro- 
polis and  to  improve  the  commosioatioBs 
aeiesa  the  RiTer  Thames  by  ongoing  the 
present  ToU  BridfeiDj^,^(fe«Wg*t 
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tlie  public,  ordered  to  be  bronght  in  bj 
Mr.  Alderman  SuoKOSi,  Ur.  Locke,  and 
llr.  Jaokson. 

Bill  preeentedf  and  read  IS  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners  of  PetitiMia  for  Frirate 
Bills.  [BiU  47.] 

WRITS  REGISTRATION,  Ao.  (SCOTLAND) 

LEATE.  naar  RSADiira. 

Mr.  DITNLOF,  in  moving  for  leare  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  improve  the  syatem  of 
registratioo  of  writs  relative  to  land  in 
Scotland,  and  to  amend  tho  lair  relating 
to  inhtbiUona  and  adjudications,  said,  the 
Bill  related  to  the  same  subject  as  one 
which  had  already  been  brought  in  bj  the 
faon.  and  learned  Lord  Advocate,  and  he 
therefore  felt  boand  to  give  some  explana- 
tion of  the  reasons  iriii<m  had  indnced  him 
to  propose  bis  own  meaaare.  There  had 
long  been  in  Scotland  rej^stera  of  writs 
relating  to  landed  estates.  Those  rasters 
were  of  two  kinds— one,  what  are  called 
"particular  registers"  for  counties,  ac- 
cessible to  all  at  some  central  place  in  the 
county,  or  gronp  of  counties  united,  and  a 
"general  register  '*  kept  in  Edinburgh,  in 
which  those  who  had  lands  in  more  than 
one  coDnty  might  register  them  together. 
Id  the  course  of  time  it  had  become  the 
custom  to  register  lands  lying  within  one 
county  only  either  in  the  particular  counties 
in  which  the^  lie,  or  in  the  general  re- 
gister at  Edinburgh,  in  lAx»  option  of  the 
party.  The  consequence  was,  that,  if  a 
man  wished  to  obtain  information  in  re- 
ference to  a  landed  estate,  he  had  now  to 
search  two  registera~the  general  register 
in  Edinburgh  and  the  particular  register 
in  the  connty.  The  object  of  the  Bill  of 
the  learned  Lord  Advocate,  as  well  as  his 
own,  was  to  do  away  with  one  of  these 
registers,  and  in  fatore  to  make  only  one 
registry  competent.  The  two  Bills  corre- 
spood,  except  in  one  respect.  The  mode 
in  which  the  Lord  Advocate  proposed  to 
effect  the  object  was  by  abolishing  all  the 
particular  registries,  and  requiring  all  writs 
rdative  to  land  to  be  brought  np  to  one 
general  regisU-y  in  the  Register  House  in 
Edinburgh.  He  proposed  to  bring  the 
whole  registers  of  all  deeds  throughout 
Seolland  to  Edinburgh,  uid  to  have  tiiem 
given  in  and  recorded  there.  Now,  his 
pir.  Dunlop*s)  plan  was  to  abolish  tiie 
central  r^riatry  koA  keep  up  the  particular 
r^stries.  He  tbonght  thoe  ought  to  be 
in  each  particular  locality  the  register  of 
each  partienlar  district,  altboogh  aHcrwards 


the  record  books  might  be  sent  np  to  Edin- 
burgh and  kept  there.  There  had  never 
been,  so  far  as  he  understood,  any  objeetim 
raised  to  the  manner  in  wUch  the  deeds 
were  recorded  in  the  local  rqpster,  or  any 
complaints  made  (rf  the  writs  being  incor- 
rectly roiistered  in  particular  localities.  The 
reason  fer  wishing  to  bring  them  all  to 
Edinburgh  and  to  abolish  the  local  re£^ 
tries  seemed  to  him  to  be  mainly  a  sort  of 
theoretical  idea  of  centralizing  the  whole 
matter  in  Edinburgh.  Now,  he  had  no 
feeling  whatever  against  Edinburgh — he 
had  resided  and  practised  there  many 
years — but  his  opinion  was  that  it  was  best 
to  keep  up  the  particular  registers  of  the 
several  counties.  The  great  object  in 
view  was  to  secure  the  conTenience  of  those 
who  are  called  upon  to  register  writs  in 
connection  with  landed  property,  and  he 
could  not  see  how  that  convenience  waa  to 
be  secured  if  the  Bill  of  the  Lord  Advo- 
onto  was  adopted.  Thwe  was  also  a  far- 
ther pwnt.  The  particular  registries  were 
utuated  in  various  counties,  and  the  saUr 
ries  and  fees  now  received  by  the  officers 
attached  to  these  amount  to  £9,600  per 
annum.  If  those  registries  were  abolished, 
in  addition  to  the  cost  of  establishiog  a 
new  central  office  in  Edinburgh,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  make  compensation  to 
those  whose  future  services  will  be  dis- 
pensed with  ;  whereas  by  maintaining  the 
present  local  registries,  no  compensation 
would  be  required.  He  understood  that 
the  Lord  Advocate  would  not  oppose  the 
introduction  of  this  Bill,  and  he  would  put 
it  down  for  a  second  reading  for  the  same 
da^  as  that  on  which  the  BiU  of  lus  learned 
Fnend  wiU  come  before  the  House.  The 
hon.  Member  concluded  by  moving  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  improve  the  sys- 
tem of  Registration  of  Writs  relative*  to 
Land  in  Scotland,  and  to  amend  the  Law 
relating  to  inhibitions  and  adjudications. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  seconded  the  Mo- 
tion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  briog  Id  a  BUI  to  im- 
proT«  the  ^atem  orRegUtration  of  Writs,  relative 
to  Lkod  in  SootUnd,  uid  to  amend  the  Iaw  re- 
latinjf  to  inhibitions  and  adjudioatlona." 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  said,  he  not 
only  did  not  object  to  the  intrcdnction  of 
hia  hon.  Friend  a  Bill,  bnt  he  rejoiced  at 
it,  and  should  be  glad  of  any  aid  and  assist- 
ance he  ccnld  emrd  in  accomplishing  the 
object  both  hsd  in  view.  The  introduction 
of  these  BiUs  was  in  itself  an  admission 
that  there  was  a  grievance  to  be  remedied, 
and  the  qoesticn  was  redooed  tqjtttis— 
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what  was  the  best  remedy  ?  It  appeared 
to  him  that  his  own  Bill  offered  the  best, 
for  it  went  bejond  the  Bill  of  his  hen. 
Friend.  No  doubt  there  was  some'.hard- 
ihip  in  aboUshing  ancient  local  offieos  to 
which  the  local  practitioners  conceived 
themselTes  entitled.  Bat  the  qnestion  was 
not  a  matter  in  regard  to  the  profesuon 
in  the  proTinoes  or  in  Edinburgh.  It  was 
one  that  related  to  the  landed  interest^  and 
to  those  who  had  an  interest  in  land — the 
owners  of  land,  and  those  who  bnj  aod  sell 
land  and  lend  mone;  upon  it.  The  qnes- 
tion was  whether  they  were  to  be  taxed  in 
order  to  keep  up  these  provincial  offices, 
or  whether  the  House  should  adopt  the 
proposition  ho  made,  that  Uie  fees  for  the 
general  expenses  of  the  transfer  of  land 
should  be  rodaced  ?  Now,  what  was  the 
state  of  the  matter  ?  These  particular  re- 
gisters were  not  kept  in  each  county,  hot 
in  twenty  districts,  some  of  them  extend- 
ing over  one  county,  and  there  was  also  in 
Edinburgh  a  general  register.  These  re- 
gisters were  both  established  by  an  Act  of 
Parliament  psssed  more  then  200  years 
ago,  in  1617.  Somewhere  about  the  be- 
ginning of  this  century,  it  was  found  that 
these  local  registers  were  in  great  confu- 
sion, and  arrangements  were  made  by 
which  the;  were  transmitted  to  Edinburgh, 
not  at  particular  intervals,  but  the  keepers 
of  the  local  registers  having  only  one  booh, 
transmitted  it  when  filled  to  the  general 
registry.  When  land  was  transferred,  and 
the  search  for  enenmbrancea  was  made,  it 
was  now  necessary  to  search  in  Edinburgh 
both  (he  general  and  the  j^articular  registry, 
beoanse  the  district  r^stw  being  trans- 
mitted to  Ediaborgh  it  remainea  at  the 
General  B^;iater  House,  and  must  be 
searehed  there.  In  addition  to  that  it  was 
necessary  to  search  the  cnrrent  volume  of 
the  particular  register  in  the  district  in 
which  the  property  was  situated.  And 
there  were  at  least  two  other  registers  in 
the  Register  Houae  that  must  also  be 
searched.  The  inconvenience  and  expense 
of  all  this  was  manifest :  and  what  his  Bill 
proposed  was  this — that  the  county  regis* 
tors  shall  be  entirely  abolished  in  each  dis- 
trict ;  that  a  register  in  Edinburgh  shall 
be  kept  as  a  county  register,  and  all  writs 
he  rwistered  there.  In  that  manner  they 
wDalcT  save  the  expense  to  the  holders  of 
land  and  dealers  in  land  of  keeping  np 
these  twenty  establishments,  and  reduce 
them  to  one.  What  was  of  still  greater 
importance,  and  what  his  learned  Friend's 
proposal  did  not  touch  at  all,  we  should 
enable  the  persons  employed  to  make  the 
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indices  and  abstracts  of  these  registers, 
which  alone  were  to  be  searched  to  keep 
their  work  np.  At  this  moment  they  were 
five  years  behind,  and  even  more  than  that 
in  some  cases.  If  his  Bill  be  adoptml,  the 
registers  in  fhture  wonld  he  msde  np  in 
Edinburgh  alone,  and  it  would  be  posuble  to 
keep  them  up  day  by  day ;  and  tbns  there 
wonld  be  a  great  saving  of  expense  in  the 
matter  of  search.  The  hon.  Qentleman 
said  that  the  public  had  shown  that  they 
prefer  the  particular  to  the  general  regis- 
ters by  registering  their  deeds  in  the 
particular  and  not  m  the  general  register  ; 
but  he  ought  also  to  have  informed  the 
House  that  the  public  had  also  indicated 
that  it  was  utterly  indifferent  to  them, 
whether  they  transmitted  their  writs  by 
poet,  or  delivered  them  personally,  for  there 
was  a  return  appendm  to  the  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  employed  to  investigate 
the  subject,  by  which  it  appeared  that  a 
much  larger  proportion  of  writs — ^in  one 
district  four-fifths  —  were  sent  by  post. 
Now  it  was  quite  as  easy  to  send  the  writs 
to  be  recorded  in  Edinburgh  by  post,  as  it 
was  to  send  them  to  be  recorded  in  Glas- 
gow, Aberdeen,  or  Forfar  by  post.  And 
what  were  the  adrantagea  of  adopting  the 
aystem  of  a  general  register  ?  In  the  first 
place,  inatead  of  keeping  up  twenty  local 
ref^sters  there  would  be  only  one  register ; 
and  that  way  then  would  be  the  Iwnefit, 
not  of  centri^ization,  but  of  having  all  the 
registers  more  effidently  kept  under  one 
SD^eriDteodence  aod  management  by  a 
uniform  system  carried  out  by  a  body  of 
clerks  skilled  in  the  work.  Ceotralixatton 
has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  mat- 
ter, but  the  simple  question  was  how  to 
keep  our  registers  in  an  efficient  condition. 
Was  it  not  better  to  do  that,  and  to  place 
the  whole  of  them  nnder  one  management, 
than  to  have  the  work  spread  over  twenty 
different  districts,  where  neither  superinten- 
dence, uniformity,  or  skill  could  be  of  the 
slightest  avail  ?  No  doubt  there  were  a  cer- 
tain number  of  persons  connected  with  the 
local  registers  who  had  a  material  interest 
in  retaining  them.  In  Glasgow  the  fees  re- 
ceived amount  to  about  £5,000  a  year, 
in  Aberdeen  to  £1,200,  and  in  Forfar  to 
upwards  of  j&l,000  ;  while  in  other  parts 
the  amount  of  the  fees  was  also  very  con- 
siderable. Now  in  r^rd  to  the  matter 
of  compensatioDt  it  oould  be  shown  that 
the  Register  House  was  not  only  a  self- 
supporting  institotion,  but  that  there  was 
a  large  balance  of  fees  received,  emounting, 
I  bcUevo,  to  between  £7,000  |»^,^'23fi> 
a  year.   He  theught*tei«Wf3P'hW®«g»^ 
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landed  interest  iboold  be  taxed  to  the  ez- 
teDt  of  a  fturpltu  of  £7,000  or  £8.000  a 
year,  in  wder  that  that  •nm  should  be 
paid  OTor  to  Uie  Ezeheqner.  What  he  de- 
sired to  do.  bat  what  ve  should  dctot  he 
able  to  do  if  his  h<m.  Friend's  aaffgestioD 
was  adopted — was,  in  the  first  plue,  to 
make  the  mtom  of  r^tratton  such 
Uiat  jon  would  be  able  by  turning  to  the 
indteea  of  the  general  register  to  make 
searches  wiA  the  greatest  possible  ftwilitr; 
and  secondly,  to  reduce  theezpense,  already 
Tery  heary,  upon  the  transfer  of  land.  It 
was  in  order  to  take  a  step  id  that  diree- 
ttou  that  he  had  been  induced  to  propose 
his  measure  ;  but  it  was  ahsolatoW  essen- 
tial as  the  first  stop  that  we  should  bring 
these  registers  to  one  foons.  That  was 
the  first  thing  to  be  accom^dished,  and  it 
was  perfectly  oertoin  that  registration  by 

Kst  was  qnito  as  secure  and  conTonient  as 
personal  attention  and  attendance  at 
(£e  office.  If  that  were  no  btereate 
would  be  Involred  in  this  question,  except 
that  of  ttie  keepers  of  the  local  registers. 
Of  coarse  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  consider  the  position  in  which  they 
would  be  placed  ;  and,  if  considered  rea- 
sonable, to  grant  compensation. 

Mb.  DUNLOP,  in  reply,  said,  that  his 
hoD.  and  learned  Friend  bad  stated  that  the 
grand  object  of  his  Bill  was  to  facilitate  the 
search  of  the  registers,  and  that  it  was  in- 
compatible with  registration  in  the  country 
that  the  books  could  be  searched  with  that 
rapidity  and  care  which  was  desirable. 
Now,  it  was  true  that  hitherto  the  books 
had  not  eome  up  rapidly,  and  that  there 
had  been  grwt  delay  and  ineoDTonience. 
But  why  was  it  that  tneae  books  bare  not 
come  np  t  It  was  becansa  the  Register 
House  in  Edinburgh  had  sent  out  large  ob- 
long forms,  all  of  a  sice,  to  small  as  well  as 
to  large  distriete,  and  they  had  not  been  sent 
up  to  Edinburgh  until  they  were  entirely 
filled.  The  result  of  that  has  been  that 
several  of  the  registers  hare  got  behind  ; 
bat  the  remedy  for  that  is  what  I  propose 
to  do  in  this  BiU — namely,  to  require  the  re- 
gistrars to  send  them  np  CTery  six  months. 
Motion  ngintd  to. 

Bill  to  improve  the  system  of  B^itr»> 
tien  of  Write  rdative  to  Land  In  Scotland, 
and  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  inhibi- 
tions and  adjudications,  ordered  to  be 
broDght  in  by  Mr.  Duinop,  Sir  Jahxs 
FsBenssov,  and  Ur.  Buchamak. 

BiU  ^namtd,  and  read  l".  [BiU  48.] 

Boass  aJ^oarasd  at  half  aftsr 
VeorVdook. 

The  Lord  A*oo9ttU 
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HOTTSB  OF  LOBDS, 
2W«Av,  Mar9k  3,  1865. 

MINUTES.]  —  Sat  tinl  m  PmUamewt  —  Tba 
Dnke  of  Glmlaad,  after  tbs  doaih  of  Us 

BrotW. 

PuBuo  Bnri  Wnf  ibaiuitf— Buk  <d  Irdand  * 
(19);  Banknpter  an4  lonlTMajr  (Irdaad) 
Act  AmaadnMBt*  (90);  Flsotisas  PstiUsos 
Act  {1818)  Amendnrnt*  (91);  Felony  anl 
Hisdemeuior  ETidenoe  and  Priiotioe  *  (33). 
Tidrd  AooA't^— (Hvil  Bill  Courts  Prooednre  (Ire- 
lead)  Aei  (1864)  AmMidoMnt*  (14)  aadjMMMd. 

BEUnSH  MUSEUM.— PETITIOK. 

EuL  STANHOPE,  in  presenting  a  Fe* 
tiUon  of  Tmstees  of  the  British  Museum 
complaining  of  tiie  inadequacy  of  the  pre- 
sent bttildi^,  and  praying  that  steps  may 
be  taken  witiiont  any  delay  for  proouring 
additional  space,  and  that  appropriate 
buildings  may  be  erected  thereon,  said, 
that  so  far  as  regarded  any  Tote  of  pubUo 
money,  that  was,  of  coarse,  a  question 
solely  for  the  House  of  Commons.  But 
there  were  other  pointe  involved.  Then 
might  be  a  qnestion  as  to  a  new  arrange- 
ment of  coIIiBetions,  and  there  might  be  a 
necessity  fbr  the  amendment  of  ibrmer 
Aota,  or  the  pasnn^  of  a  new  Act  on  that 
sutneot,  whum  their  Lordshipe  ooold  pro- 
perly entertain.  Undn  thiese  eironm- 
tances,  it  had  seemed  to  the  trustees  that 
it  would  be  most  respectful  towards  the 
Legislatnre  that,  while  leavings  of  course, 
the  question  of  money  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  they  should  present  a  petition  to 
this  House  also,  and  that  he  should  stete 
on  their  behalf  the  difficulties  with  which 
they  had  to  deal.  He  had  given  notice 
that  he  would  on  tiiis  occasion  enter  into 
those  difficulties  in  some  detail,  and  that 
he  would  also  ask,  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  been  able  to  devise  any 
plan  that  would  meet  the  case;  but  he 
finmd  himself  precluded  fh>m  taking  that 
course.  It  was  the  wish — the  n^  nn- 
reascmable  wiih~-of  many  of  the  tnuteea 
that  whatever  diaonmona  there  might  be 
on  this  sutgeet  shonld  take  place  oimiil- 
taneondy  in  the  two  Houses.  The  forma 
of  the  House  of  Commons  would  prevent 
his  right  hon.  Friend  Mr.  Walpole,  who 
was  intrusted  witii  the  petition  to  that 
House,  from  saying  a  single  word  in  ex- 
planation ;  he  could  only  present  the  pe- 
tition in  Uie  usual  form  and  give  notice  of 
his  intention  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  subject  on  a  ftitore  occasion. 
He  (Barl  Stanhope)  woidd,  witii  their 
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oooree.  He  Tould  at  prosent  make  no 
Btatement  and  ask  for  no  replj,  bat  would 
the  petition  on  the  table,  and  on  an- 
er  day  give  notice  of  the  period  at  which 
he  proposed  to  brin^  forward  the  sn^eot 
He  regretted  that  m  oonseqnence  of  the 
House  not  meeting  cm  the  prerione  da^, 
it  had  becoi  impossible  for  him  to  alter  hu 
Notice  as  it  stood  upon  the  Uinuteo. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

HoQW  kdjoonwd  at  a  qnutor  past 
FiJ9  o'dook.  tiU  To^aonow. 
half  past  Ten  e^«l«ek. 


HOUBS  OF  COUlfONS, 
7%unday,  March  2,  1865. 
HINDTES.]— SauoT  OoiaaTm— TuatioD  of 

SvmT— MMMdlfrvif  in  Cwwrfffw  OonunHtae— 

B-r. 

PoBUO  Bills  —  Ordered  —  Colonial  Nanl  De< 

fence*;  Herring  Flaheries (Sootland)*. 
FirH  Reading  —  Herriog  FMiariei  (SeotiMid)* 

Swmd  Reading  —  Ooort  of  GhaaoMiy  (Irdand) 
(No.  3)  [20] :  Ooort  of  CbanoetT  (Irdand) 
(No.  Z)  [88]. 

Third  Keadinff-~Ooaxt»  of  JutioeBaildfaig[S], 
Ktipasied. 

BOROUGH  FRANCHISE  EXTENSION 
BILU-[BttL  82.]— QUESTION^ 

Ub.  COLLINS  said,  he  would  beg  to 
ask  the  hon.  Uember  for  Leeds.  Whether 
it  is  his  intention  to  proceed  with  the  Se- 
cond reading  of  the  Borough  Franchise 
Extension  Bill  in  the  week  fixed  by  law 
for  holding  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions 
throughout  England  and  Wales? 

Uh.  HAINES  said,  in  reply,  that  he  had 
fixed  the  5th  of  April  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  by  the  advioe  of  an  o£Beer  of 
the  House,  believiDg  that  the  arrangement 
would  meet  the  conToaience  of  Members 
geuerally  for  the  discussion  of  the  measure. 
Finding,  howerer,  that  the  Quarter  Set- 
sioua  met  during  that  week,  he  at  once 
intimated  his  willinguess  to  change  the 
day.  and  now  begged  to  defer  his  Motion 
for  the  aeeond  rn^ing  ef  tfie  Bill  to  the 
Std  of  Uaj. 

OOTERNUENT  ANNUITIES. 

QUBSnOV. 

Mk.  AYRTON  said,  he  wished  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Memorandam  prefixed  to  the 
Tables  framed  under  the  Act  27  &  28 
FiTcC.  c.  43,  for  effecting  insurances  on 


lives,  Whether  the  statement  that  a  person 
insaring  his  life  for  £20  will  be  at  nberty 
to  inerease  the  amonut  insured  from  time 
to  time  up  to  £100,  means  that  such  in- 
crease ahaJl  be  made  at  the  option  of  the 
assured,  witliont  his  producing  on  eaoh 
oeoauon  of  inemie  satia&etory  pnxtf  tiiat 
hia  life  and  oeoupation  are  aa  healthy  m 
they  were  at  the  time  of  the  first  insurancet 
Mr.  feel,  in  reply,  said,  the  intention 
was  that  a  person  who  bad  insured  his  life 
for  a  partioular  sum,  and  afterwards  desired 
to  increase  the  amount,  ahould  not  be  al- 
lowed to  so  without  adducing  proof  in  every 
such  case  regarding  his  occupation  and 
state  of  health.  The  papers  distributed 
that  morning  contMned  rules  showing  that 
the  same  precaution*  would  be  taken  in 
cases  of  anbsequent  aa  of  original  insurance. 

FOREIGN  STATISTICS. 

QUBSTIOlf. 

Mb.  WHITE  said,  he  would  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  When 
the  Statistteal  Tables  relating  to  Forwgn 
Countries,  presented  on  the  soth  of  J  dIj 
last.  wiU  be  distributed  to  Uembera  f 

Ua.  MILNER  GIBSON  said,  be  under- 
stood that  the  Tables  referred  to  would  ba 
ready  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks. 

TAXES  IN  EUROPE.— QUESTION. 

Mb.  WHITE  said,  he  wished  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  When  the  Return  of  "  Taxes  in 
Europe,"  presented  on  the  25th  July  last* 
will  be  distributed  to  Members  ? 

Mb.  LAYARS,  in  reply,  said,  there 
had  been  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  col- 
lecting the  Returns,  hut  tliey  were  now 
complete  aod  in  the  hands  of  the  printer. 
He  hoped  they  would  be  ready  for  distri- 
bution in  a  very  few  days. 

SCOTCH  JUDICIAL  STATISTICS. 

UTIBSnOV. 

CoLONBt.  SYEBS  said,  he  wished  to 
ask  the  Lord  Advocate,  Whether,  in  the 
Annual  Report  of  Scotch  Judicial  Statis- 
tics, he  will  adopt  the  English  and  Irish 
forms  to  faeilitate  comparison  ? 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  replied  that 
his  attention  had  been  directed  to  the  mat- 
ter, and  he  would  look  into  it  in  order  to 
see  whether  it  might  not  be  possible  to 
adopt  the  Boggestiou  contained  in  the  Ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  and  gallant  OeQtleman. 
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XASTERS  AND  STAFF  COHHANDEBS 
OF  THE  NATT.— QUESTION. 

SzB  LAWBEKCB  PALE  sud,  he  rose 
to  ask  (be  SeereUrj  to  the  Admiralty,  If 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  GoTemment  to 
remed;  the  complaints  of  the  Masters  and 
Staff  Commanders  of  the  Navj,  as  regards 
their  present  rank,  paj,  and  allofrances  ? 

Lord  CLARENCE  PAOET  said,  in 
replj,  that  he  proposed  at  a  fntare  period 
to  stato  the  exact  coarse  which  the  Oo- 
Tcroment  proposed  to  take,  hot  he  coutd 
inform  the  hoo.  Baronet  that  the  Admi- 
ralty had  last  giveo  directions  that  no  fresh 
entries  shoald  take  place  on  hoard  the 
Britannia  of  yonng  officers  iotended  to  be 
introdoced  into  these  elusee. 

aOTEBNHENT  ANNVmES. 
QmsnoK. 

Ub.  salt  said,  he  would  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  What 
steps  he  intends  to  take  in  order  to  bring 
tho  New  Begulations  with  respect  to  the 
purchase  of  GoTemmeat  Annuities  and  of 
Pajments  at  Death  prominentlj  before  the 
notice  of  those  persons  for  whose  benefit 
the  regulations  hare  been  framed  ;  and 
also  whether  every  reasonable  facility  will 
be  giTeu  for  effeetiog  the  purchase  of  small 
Annuities,  taking  into  eonsideraUon  the 
means  of  information  and  the  poMtioD  of 
the  probable  anniutaDta  1 

CHANCELLOR  <a  the  EXOHE. 
QUBB,  in  reply,  said,  he  need  hardly.say 
that  the  Ooveniment  were  very  anzioas  to 
toke  every  means  in  their  power  for  the 
purpose  of  placing  the  public  in  possession 
of  alt  information  connected  with  the  ma- 
king of  insnraaees  and  the  parohase  of 
annuities,  and  great  advantage  had  arisen 
from  the  manner  in  which  public  attention 
had  been  direetod  to  the  subject,  both  by 
discussions  in  that  House  and  io  the  public 
press.  The  regulations  and  tbe  tables 
made  for  the  purpose  of  working  the 
•ystom  In  the  ueneral  Post  Office  had  of 
course  been  drawn  up  with  great  fulness 
and,  submitted  to  Parliament  in  that  shape 
with  a  great  deal  of  detail,  beoause  it  was 
necessary  to  give  to  Parliament  all  the 
regalatioDs,  whether  th^  referred  to  the 
condoot  of  the  officers  who  were  to  be 
employed  in  administering,  working,  and 
controlling  the  system,  or  whether  they 
referred  to  the  proceedings  to  be  taken  by 
those  who  might  be  desirous  to  become 
iusarers  or  purohasen  of  annuities.  These 


papers  were  to  be  had  at  «  Tory  txatiX 
charge.  The  great  bulk  of  those  papers 
would  be  a  great  oljeetion  to  the  pnUn  in 
general  ana  those  whom  the  Oovemment 
had  particularly  in  view  ;  and,  therefore, 
the  same  course  would  he  taken  in  regard 
to  this  system  as  was  adopted  in  the  case 
of  the  Post  Office  Savings  Banks,  and 
adopted  previously  in  one  or  two  other 
cases  where  it  was  desirable  to  make  the 
law  popnlarly  and  extensively  known  — 
namu^,  an  abstract  would  be  prepared, 
not  vnth  a  Ttew  of  presenting  a  compre- 
henuve  or  complete  idea  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject, but  of  placing  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  were  concerned,  in  the  briefest  form, 
all  which  it  was  importont  for  them  to 
know,  Ghwat  Abilities  would  be  afforded 
for  mrcolating  that  abatraet  through  the 
medium  of  the  Post  Office  and  othw  efaan- 
nela.  With  regard  to  the  latter  part  of 
the  Question,  as  to  information  to  be  given 
to  persons  desirous  to  become  purchasers 
of  annuities,  he  begged  to  refer  the  bon. 
Gentleman  to  a  portion  of  the  pamphlet 
which  had  been  printed  to  Parliament, 
and  at  pages  fourteen  and  fifteen  of  that 
pamphlet  be  would  find  a  good  deal  of  the 
kind  of  illustration  it  had  been  thought 
desirable  to  afford,  in  order  to  put  parties 
in  the  way  of  nnderstonding  what  steps 
they  ought  to  take  if  they  wished  to  be- 
oome  purohasers  of  annuities. 

ARMSTRONG  GUNS  FOR  FOREIGN 
GOVERNH  ENTS.— QUESTION. 

Mb.  laird  said,  he  would  heg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
Whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  are 
aware  that  Armstrong  Guns  are  being 
manufactured  by  the  Elswick  Ordnance 
Company  for  Foreign  Govemmeote  ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  permission  to  do  so  has  been 
granted  to  that  Firm  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  the  patente  for  ooostmct- 
ing  guns  on  that  principle  having  been 
transferred  to  Her  Majesty's  Government 
by  Sir  William  Armstrong  ? 

THBUAfiQUBBSOF  HARTlNGTONsaid, 
in  reply,  that  Sir  William  Armstrong  re- 
ceived a  patent  in  1858,  and  by  an  arrange- 
ment made  with  the  Government  of  mat 
date,  it  was  transfened  to  the  nation  in 
1859.  That  was  the  only  patent  in  con- 
nection with  his  system  of  rifling  gnna.  At 
any  rate,  tt  was  the  only  one  under  which 
the  Government  possessed  an  exclusive 
right.  That  patent  related  to  the  mann- 
fketore  of  wro^i^bt;^^^  Jg^g^ 
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gaiu»  aod  had  nerer  been  wed  by  bd; 
other  maanfftcturer  or  by  any  person  other 
than  the  QoTeromeDt.  The  question  did 
arise  in  the  course  of  last  year,  whether 
Sir  William  Armstrong  had  the  right  to 
manufaotore  guns  on  the  shunt  principle 
without  the  permission  of  the  Goremment, 
and  a  legal  opinion  was  taken  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  Government  were  adfised  that 
they  had  no  exelnsiTe  power  orer  that  in- 
TentioD,and  although  it  was  in  Sir 'William 
Armstrong's  power  to  prevent  the  Gorem- 
meat  manufoetnring  them,  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  the  GoTemment  to  prevent 
Sir  William  Armstrong  or  any  other  person 
maoufaoturing  those  goos.  There  was 
reason  to  believe  that  Sir  William  Arm- 
strong's company  had  supplied  guns  to 
foreign  nations,  though  ^e  Government 
bad  no  oflbnal  information  on  the  snbjeet. 

NATT— THE  "BOTAL  SOVEREIGN." 
QVBBTIOM. 

Mb.  laird  said*  he  would  now  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty ,  Whether 
he  has  any  objection  to  lay  open  the  table 
Copies  of  any  Reports  made  by  Captain 
Sherard  Osborn,  R.N.,  on  the  various  trials 
of  the  Bayal  Souereign  during  the  time 
she  was  in  Commission ;  and  of  any  Re- 
ports from  the  Shipwright  or  Eneineering 
Departments  at  Portsmouth  Dockyard  as 
to  the  condition  of  the  ship  and  turrets 
after  the  trials  above  referrea  to  bad  taken 
place  I 

LoBD  CLARENCE  PAGET  said,  in 
reply,  that  the  Admiralty  had  no  desire 
whatever  to  conceal  any  information  as  to 
the  results  of  the  trials  of  the  turret  sys- 
tem on  board  the  iSoyot  Soeenign ;  and 
during  the  disensslon  of  the  Navy  Estimate! 
be  should  be  extremely  glad  to  fomisb  the 
House  with  the  substance  of  all  that  the 
Department  knew  about  those  trials,  of 
which,  happily,  what  they  did  know  was 
£svourable.  But  the  system  of  laying 
upon  the  table  of  the  House  Reports  from 
officers  addressed  to  particular  Departments 
was  most  objeotionable,  and  he  must,  there- 
fore, deelino  to  produce  the  documents 
asked  for. 

NATT— RUMOURED  LOSS  OF  THE 

"  GALATEA."— QUESTION. 

SiB  JOHN  PAEINGTON  said,  he  bad 
observed  with  very  great  concern  a  rumour 
of  the  loBS  of  Hm:  Higesty's  ship  Q^AoMct 
on  the  ooaat  of  North  Amerioat  with  a 

Toil.  OLXXTn.  [thud  sxbxm.] 


considerable  portion  of  her  crew.  Perhaps 
the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty could  giro  the  House  some  infor- 
mation on  the  subject. 

Lord  CLARENCE  PAGET :  Sir*  we 
received  at  the  Admiralty  yesterday  a  telft> 
gram  that  there  was  a  report  at  New  York 
of  the  loss  of  the  QalatM.  It  was,  how- 
ever, so  vague  tiiat  we  thought  we  should 
only  be  giving  nnnecessarypain  to  many 
hmilies  if  we  published  it.  To-day  we  have 
received  a  report  that  tiie  QtdaHea  is  not 
lost,  but  I  regret  to  add  that  tt  ooDtaina 
a  melancholy  account  of  loss  of  life  among 
her  crew.    The  report  is  as  follows  :— 

"  The  reported  lose  of  Her  Msjeity't  ship 
QcUaUa  a  doabtlees  unfounded,  itnoe  private 
tetters  fnun  Norfiilk  of  the  11th  and  ISth  alt. 
taj  she  was  still  hi  the  roads,  where  she  would  be 
perfeotljr  seoore.  Papera  saj,  howerer,  thst  two 
bu-get  filled  with  men  belODgiog  to  the  Oalaiea 
were  sent  on  the  IStb  ult.  to  resoue  a  boat  which 
bad  brolcen  adrift  from  the  frigate,  with  one  man 
in  it.  The  harges  were  oarried  bj  a  storm  on  to 
tbe  beaeh  at  Cape  Henry,  and  it  is  supposed  that 
all  hitnda  perialwd.  A  itaam  tof  was  sent  to  their 
aasistanoe,  but  was  oompelled  to  pot  baok  by  a 
atonn.  This,  doobtlesi,  seoottuts  fi»  the  nunoored 
loM  of  tbe  irigate." 

SUPPLY. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 

NAVT  ARMAMENTS. 

UOnON  FOR  A.  SELECT  OOHHrCTEB. 

Mb.  H.  BAILLIE  rose  to  move  that  • 
Select  Committee  ho  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Ships  are  at  pre- 
sent armed  in  a  manner  suited  to  the 
oecesaitiea  and  requirementa  of  modem 
warhre.  Sir,  m  ri^ng  to  bring  forward 
this  Motion,  I  cannot  rmrain  from  eipresa- 
ing  a  wish  that  thu  mar  not  be  rej^arded 
as  a  party  question.  The  subject  is  one 
deeply  interesting  in  itself,  and  of  vital 
importance  as  regards  the  safety  and  ho- 
nour of  this  country.  We  have  often  been 
told  of  late  that  we  possess  tbe  finest  iron- 
clad ships  in  the  world.  We  might  be  told 
with  much  greater  truth  that  our  sailors 
are  most  able,  most  experienced,  and  most 
brave;  but  all  these  advantages  are  vain, 
useless,  and  utterly  unavailing  if  our  shipa 
are  not  armed  in  a  maoner  suited  to  the 
necessities  and  requirements  of  modem 
warfare.  Now,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  a 
very  noeaay  feeing  prevails,  n^t  o^  in 
the  public  mind,  bttfej^ltijy%flftdiml){! 
2  1  ^ 
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miny  of  the  noit  «b1e  and  •zperiesMd 
officera  in  Her  Majeatj'i  wrrioe,  that  oar 
ships  of  war  are  not  armed  at  the  pre- 
sent time  in  a  manner  that  wontd  enable 
them  to  contend  with  advantage,  or  eren 
with  eqaalttjr,  againat  the  armoor-elad 
shipa  of  other  ooontries.   Nor  is  it  aor- 
priemg  that  that  uneasy  feeling  should 
prevail,  for  we  have  the  aulhoric/  of  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (the  Duke  of 
Someraet)  for  the  atatement  that  we  have 
Bo  good  Baral  gon.    We  had  a  aimilar 
admisaion  from  the  noble  Lord  the  Seere- 
tarj  to  the  Admiralty  (Lord  Clarence 
Paget)  in  the  Inst  Session  of  Parliament, 
ooopled,  indeed,  with  the  expression  of 
opinion  that  we  were  not  in  that  respect 
worse  off  thsn  other  countries.    That  is  a 
qnestion  to  which  X  shall  have  presently 
to  refer.    In  the  meantime  I  will  observe 
thai  it  is  astonishing  how  little  trouble 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers  seem  to  take 
in  order  to  inform  themselves  of  what  is 
passing  in  oilier  cuuntriea  with  regard  to 
the  invention,  the  improvemeDt,  and  the 
ehanm  whieh  other  nations  are  making, 
and  have  already  made  in  the  eonetme* 
tion  of  the  engines  and  implementa  of  war. 
In  the  Report  of  the  evidence  of  the  Ord- 
nance Committee  which  sat  in  1863  we 
find  that  a  number  of  very  diatingniehed 
offieera,  both  naval  and  military,  were 
examined,  and  yet  none  of  theso  officers 
were  able  to  give  the  Committee  any  in- 
formation with    respect   to  the  newly. 
idVented  guns  of  other  countries.  They 
knew  nothing  of  the  American  gon.'they 
knew  nothing  of  the  French  gun,  they 
knew  nothing  of  the  admirable  gans  used 
by  the  Prussians  in  the  war  against 
Denmark,  and  they  knew  nothing  of 
Kmpp*s  ^on,  which  had  been  adopted  ha 
tbo  KuBSian  service.    All  their  informa- 
tion seemed  to  be  confined  to  the  Arm- 
slroDg  and  Whitwertb  guns.   Now,  when 
we  find  that  amongst  profiBaaionai  men 
■0  mnoh  ignoranee  ezieta  with  regard  to 
the  inveotioDB  of  other  countries,  we 
cannot  be  anrprised  that  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  should  be  in  a  aomewhat  simi- 
lar predicament.    I  draw  that  inference 
from  the  answers  which  hare  been  given 
frrai  time  to  time  in  this  House.  I^t 
me  take  an  example.    In  the  oourse  of 
the  laat  Seseioo  of  Parliament  a  queatioa 
was  put  to  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty,  with  regard  to  the  ar- 
mament of  our  shipa  of  war,  and  with 
that  franknen  and  eandoor  for  whioh  the 
Bobl*  Lnd  ia  lo  TaUftriEabW,  h«  M  one* 

Mr.  K  Bam 


admitted  that  we  had  no  good  naval  gun, 
and  that  things  wm  not  in  a  satiafactory 
aiate;  but  he  said  that  we  were  not  worse 
off  than  other  nations.  He  admitted,  in- 
deed, that  the  French  bad  rifled  guns  on 
board  their  ships,  but  he  said  be  knew 
all  about  the  Freneh  rifled  guns— that  they 
were  smooth-bore  gana  whioh  had  been 
converted  into  rifled  guns;  that  the  French 
offieera  were  not  very  fond  of  theoa,  and 
that  he  did  not  consider  them  more  efii- 
eient  than  our  own  smooth-bore  gooa.  The 
BoUe  Lord,  no  doubt,  is  a  great  authority, 
and  any  stateneat  that  he  makes  carriea 
great  weight  with  the  Uonaei  but  I  think 
I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  the  statement 
moat  have  been  made  on  erroneous  infor- 
mation. Before,  however,  I  proceed  to 
enter  into  the  question  of  the  armamenta 
of  France  and  Ropua  it  will  be  necesaary 
for  me,  in  the  first  place,  to  take  a  review 
of  the  present  state  and  condition  of  our 
own.  Tho  armament  of  the  Jlritish  fleet 
has  not  been  materially  ehanjted  since  the 
introduction  of  iron-clad  shipe.  What 
changes  have  been  made  hare  been  rather 
for  the  worse  than  for  the  better.  Id 

Eoint  of  fact  the  Admiralty  i^pear  to 
are  been  for  the  last  five  yeara  in 
search  of  a  gon,  and  the  Ordnance  De- 
partment baa  been  nnable  to  furnish  it. 
The  armaments  of  the  British  fieet  at 
the  present  time  are  aa  follows :  —  We 
have  on  board  oor  ships  68  pounder  and 
32-pouoder  smooth  bore  guns.  We  have 
110-pounder  and  40- pounder  rified  Arm- 
strong guns.  We  have  also  a  ver;  few 
lOO-pounder  smooth-bore  guns,  which  have 
lately  been  sent  to  the  fleet,  but  which  can 
(Hily  be  regarded  at  present  as  experimen- 
tal guns,  and  not  as  having  been  regu- 
larly introduced  into  the  service.  We 
have  also  a  few  64-pouuder  ahnnt  gana, 
which  hare  been  lately  sent  to  the  fleet,  bat 
as  these  are  only  ealculated  for  hollow 
ahot,  and  as  I  nndoratand  the  abet  of 
these  guns  when  falling  on  the  Awik 
of  the  JSKcelUnt  broke  in  pieces,  they 
cannot  be  suited  to  iron-cind  warfare.  I 
shall  not  say  anything  with  regard  to  the 
Jioyal  Sovereign  or  her  armament.  The 
Royal  Sovereign  is  an  experimental  ship, 
with  experimental  guns,  and  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  experiment  has  been  very 
satisfactory,  as  we  do  not  find  that  any 
other  ahipB  of  a  similar  elaas  have  been 
similarly  equipped.  Now,  as  to  the  68- 
poander.  Twenty  yeara  ago  the  €8- 
pounder  (a  95  ewt.  gun)  waaji^farded  for 
all  pnrpoaes  as  thf,,jM«nii^OI0^teh 
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serriM,  and  for  all  pttrpoaai  It  i»  r^rded 
aa  tha  b«at  gun  in  the  aarHee  at  tha 
praaent  tima.  Bat  vnfortamtal;  for  the 
reputalioa  af  thia  gm  the  world  haa  not 
remained  aUtienarj.  Tbinga  have  ehan^. 
and  that  gun.  which  wai  lo  eflSoient 
agMnat  woodaa  ahips.  has  bean  prorad  to 
be  immtont  with  regard  to  iron  ships. 
The  68-poamler,  at  a  distance  of  200 
yards,  6rmg  direct  at  a  target  plaaed  rer- 
tically  before  it,  with  a  foli  charge  of 
16  lb.  of  powder  and  steel  shot,  is  onable 
to  penetrate  the  ndes  ef  the  Warrior  or 
La  Oloirt.  That  has  been  proved  by 
experiments  on  board  the  SxceUent,  which 
tool^  place  on  the  24th  and  30th  of  Febnt* 
arjt  1864.  It  must,  therefore,  be  obrioas 
to  the  Ho«a  that  a  68-poander  is  abso- 
lutely nselesB  as  a  gun  for  iron-clad  war- 
fare, and  it  is  newest  to  refer  to  the 
32-poander.  I  will  now  go  to  the  110- 
poander  rifled  Annatroogi  and  tha  history 
of  thia  fan  is  aBytUng  bat  mditable  to 
tha  OrdnaoM  Department.  Aa  it  is 
sai7  the  House  should  reeeire  full  infor- 
maUon  on  this  subject,  I  must  beg  the 
indulgence  of  bon.  Members  while  I  nar- 
rate, as  eoDciaely  aa  possibie,  the  story  of 
this  gon.  In  the  year  1859,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  introduction  of  iron-clad 
Mips,  it  naturally  occurred  to  oar  naral 
administration  that  it  was  desirable  to 
obtain  a  more  powerfnl  gun  than  the  old 
flft-ponnderj  and  I  find,  from  the  eridenee 
of  the  Dake  of  Somerset  before  the  Ord- 
nance Committee  of  this  House  of  1863 
that  he  entered  into  negotiations  with  the 
Ordnanee  Department,  and  the  result  was 
that  the  Ordnanee  Department  engaged  to 
fnrniah  the  Admiralty  with  a  more  power- 
fnl nanl  gun.  Aecordingly,  in  doe  time, 
a  new  gun  was  piwluced  of  0-ineh  calibre, 
SOllr.  shot,  and  1 2  lb.  charge.  This  gmr, 
in  the  month  of  September,  1859,  was 
tried  for  two  days  against  the  old  iron-clad 
TVaify,  and  was  defeated — that  is  to  say, 
the  4-ineh  iron  plates  of  the  old  Thuiy 
were  not  penetrated.  Besides  this,  varioos 
defects  in  the  gon  were  dereloped,  inch  as 
liability  to  blow  out  the  breech,  no  less 
than  6fteen  aoeh  accidents  having  occurred 
in  143  rounds,  the  number  of  shots  fired 
in  the  two  days*  trial.  In  anite  of  these 
glaring  defects — m  spite  of  the  impoteney 
of  the  gun— thia  dooriptioD  ef  gnn  was 
ordered  to  be  mannfaetored,  and  that 
with  aneh  incredible  haste  that  the 
worbmen  in  the  factories  were  compelled 
to  work  night  and  day.  Thus,  without 
any  fvrtliar  trial,  a  gnn  of  tiiia  description 


was  isaaad  for  service  to  Her  Uajeaty'a 
fleet,  with  tha  bore  altered  to  allow  of  ttte 
shot  beii^  inoreased  to  lOOlb.  instead  of 
801b^  In  that  form  they  were  isaned  for 
servtee  in  Deoamber.  1860.  Tha  astound- 
ing fast  that  a  new  gnn,  inperfeftlr 
designed  and  insaffietently  tried,  was  bsnea 
to  tha  fleet,  la  recorded  in  the  Report  of 
the  Ordnance  Oomniittee  of  1863,  and, 
strange  to  say,  the  fact  is  set  down  witb- 
ont  either  eomnent  or  eenaure.  The 
Coomittaa  say— 

"  The  Armatrong  lyBtem  was  first  extended  to 
no  lb.  culibre  on  the  Utti  of  October,  1969, 
The  political  neoenities  of  the  day  appear  to  bsve 
b«en  so  argent  as  not  to  allow  time  to  em  tore  the 
design  pcvUnu  to  their  maoufaeiare,  and  is  eon- 
saqneooe  of  the  exeesrive  pressare  for  tbe  soppl/ 
of  fans  of  this  oalibre  the  first  bandred  were 
completed  befors  tbe  experiments  on  them  wen 
eooelnded.'* 

The  Committee  were  very  mild  in  their 
Report,  but  Sir  William  Armstrong  de- 
elarsd  in  his  cTideDoe  that  they  were  tried 
by  no  esperimenta  at  tSl.  He  waa  aaked 
at  Qneation  3554— 

"  Can  fon  state  on  what  series  of  eaporinumts 
the  lie-pooaders  w«e  proved  f 

Answer — 

"  None  St  all.  Tbsra  wh  snob  sxessrfve  pn» 

snre  for  rifle  guns  at  that  period  that  there  was 
no  time  for  experiments ;  sod  It  was  one  of  tha 
great  diRleuUies  I  had  to  contend  with  that  I  waa 
oUiged  to  prodaoe  tbe  gias  nader  those  dreasi- 
staaoea." 

And  ao  without  any  trial  at  all  these  gnna 
were  issued  to  the  navy.  Now,  that  was 
a  most  extraordinary  atatement.  Sir 
William  Armairong  declared  that  ha  waa 
compelled  by  tbe  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  to  msnofacture  guns  and  issue  them 
to  the  navy  without  any  trial  at  all.  That 
is  a  grave  and  serioaa  charge  to  make 
against  a  Secretary  of  State,  but  I  believe 
it  to  be  unfounded  and  nnjast;  and  we 
may  rescue  the  memory  of  a  deceased 
statesman  from  such  an  impntation,  as 
common  sense  tells  us  that  no  Utoister 
would  allow  guns  to  be  issued  which  were 
imperfectly  oonstmcted,  if  fully  aware  of 
all  tbe  eirooroatanees  of  the  ease.  But  to 
go  on  with  the  history.    In  September  the 

gm  waa  eonsidered  oapable  of  being  issued 
r  solid  shot  llOlb.  weight,  141b.  charge, 
and  for  the  ffrat  time  it  was  tried  against 
4i-bch  plates  on  Captain  Colea*s  eopola. 
It  there  competed  with  the  old  68-poiinder, 
which  signally  beat  it.  In  October  it  was 
tried  on  the  Warrior  plates  at  200  yards, 
and  there  the  maaa  hident  waa  1*0  oeh, 
SIS 


while  thftt  ot  the  old  68  -  ponnder  was 
2*47.  That  ezperimeot  was  made  with 
east  iron  shot.  The  noble  Lord  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  is  reported  to 
hare  said  last  Session  that  the  gnn  was 
never  intended  to  be  naed  against « iron* 
plated  Tessels ;  Irat  that  mast  bare  been 
a  mistake,  as  I  hare  not  only  prored  that 
it  ms  tried  i^nst  iron  plates,  bot  we 
lure  the  £stinet  eridenoe  at  Uie  Duke  of 
Somerset  before  the  Ordnance  Oommittee 
of  1863  that  he  intended  to  hare  armed 
the  Warrior  with  these  110-pounders,  and 
was  only  deterred  from  doing  so  when  he 
found  upon  trial  that  it  was  a  less  powerful 
gun  than  the  old  68.  The  trial  here  re- 
ferred to  was  that  against  Coles's  cupola,  at 
which  the  Duke  himself  was  present.  In 

1862  the  charge  was  reduced  to  121b., 
I4lb.  having  been  found  too  much,  and  in 

1863  they  ceased  to  be  manufactured,  but 
not  until  1,000  guns  had  been  made,  at  an 
enormous  cost  to  the  country,  and  stored  in 
Her  Majesty's  arsenals— the  cost  he  would 
leave  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
calculate.  So  inferior  did  the  gun  prore 
that  it  was  sud  in  Jannary,  1864,  they  in- 
tended to  reduce  the  charge  to  101b.  and  the 
.shot  to  1001b. ;  but  whether  or  not  that 
was  done  I  do  not  know,  as  we  hare  no  fur* 
ther  official  information  on  that  point  That 
was  the  last  phase  of  the  gun.  Here,  then, 
we  hare  a  Department  i^icb  undertakes 
to  furnish  the  Admiralty  with  a  more  power- 
ful gun  than  the  old  oS-pounder,  and  pro- 
duoes  a  gun  which,  on  the  first  trial,  prored 
far  less  powerful  and  liable  to  defects  so 
considerable  as  to  inevitably  render  it  use- 
less in  action  in  a  rery  short  time.  Yet 
it  goes  on  manufaoturing  them  with  in- 
discriminate haste  and  serres  them  out 
to  Her  Majesty's  Nary  without  further 
bial.  I  ask  the  House  If  it  is  possible  to 
oonceiTe  a  more  reckless  course  of  pro- 
ceeding or  one  more  objectionable  on  the 
part  of  a  public  Department  f  If  we  could 
suppose  for  a  moment  that  the  Ordnance 
Department  wished  to  sacrifice  the  Hres 
of  the  siulors,  to  cause  the  destmction  of 
the  fleet,  and  peril  the  safety  and  honour 
of  the  country,  theyoould  not  hare  adopted 
Kdj  course  more  calculated  to  attain  those 
objects.    Fortunately  the  first  trial  of  the 

fun  in  actual  warfare  occurred  against  the 
apanese,  and  not  against  any  great  naral 
Power.  We  hare  reoeired  fuU  and  authen- 
tic details  both  from  private  sources  and 
offleial  Returns  of  the  performance  of  this 
gnn  in  the  action  at  Kagosima.  I  will 
itate  flrat  the  priraie  acoonnti,  and  theo 

Mr,  BvOOk 


refer  to  the  oflSoial  statements  of  Admiral 
Kuper,  which  corroborate  and  confirm 
them.  The  prirate  letters  of  officers  have 
been  printed,  and  they  are  perfectly  ao- 
thentie.   One  letter  stated— 

"  On  the  aecood  day  no  shelt  fitted  with  the 
'ptUsr  Aue'  went  mora  than  900  jtrda,  most 
bunt  in  the  gnn,  and  nsarlr  all  the  ibot  *  abip- 
ped,'  some  going  u  mooh  u  600  Tards  to  the  left. 
Several  of  the  grooves  were  oat  half-way  down 
the  gun." 

Agun — 

"  Of  the  110*poander  pirot.  <Hie  breeeh  blew 
oat,  and  one  from  the  brmuiside  gun,  which  qilit 
and  Btrock  inaide.  knocked  down  Uie  ganow's 
crew,  bat  did  no  damage  (».«.,  killed  no  one). 
With  aa  tiie  '  pillar  fnze'  and  common  shell  barrt 

f>ren)atarel.v  every  time,  taking  five  inches  in 
eugth  of  the  rifling  out  of  the  gun  amidsbtei 
right  round,  and  goiog  half  an  iueb  into  ths 
metal  of  tiie  gun.  Every  shot  fired  after  tliis 
"stripped.*  " 

Another  said — 

'*  I  am  lorry  to  say  the  Armstrong  did  not  im- 
press as  as  being  suoh  a  first-rate  gan  ;  in  &ct  aD, 
to  a  certain  extent,  foiled.  A  shell  burst  in  ours, 
and  cut  op  the  rifling  a  good  deal — knocked  boles 
in  it.  The  shell  with  oonousnon  flues,  which  are 
brought  firom  the  ihell^room  and  pat  into  (be  gnn 
without  being  tonobed,  burst  at  the  mozsle  of 
the  gun.  The  practioe  also  appears  to  have  been 
worse  with  the  Armstrong  than  iritb  the  smooth- 
bore." 

Here  was  another — 

"  This  llO-ponnder  missed  eight  times  ;  on  one 
occasion  Aey  were  twenty-eight  minutes  under 
fire  before  tbey  could  get  it  cS,  another  time 
twenty  minutes." 

These  were  private  letters  from  officers 
engaged  in  the  action.  I  will  now  go  to 
the  official  Returns,  Last  Session  my  bon. 
and  gallant  Friend  the  Member  for  xork- 
shire  moved  for  a  Return  from  Admiral 
Euper,  as  to  the  guns  nsed  at  Eagosima. 
The  Admiral  was  too  **  cannie"  to  send  a 
report ;  but  the  reports  of  other  officers 
commanding  the  ships  ensiled  in  the  ac- 
tion had  been  laid  on  the  table  of  tiie  House. 
These  reports  do  not  azpress  opinions,  but 
merely  gire  the  foots.  Six  ships  were  en- 
gaged, and  of  these  the  Ptarl,  21,  had  no 
Armstrong  gun.  Of  the  66  guns  of  the 
other  five  ships — namely,  Euryalu$,  35  ; 
Parietu,  17;  ArgWt  6;  JRacehorHt  4; 
and  Coquette,  4 ;  21,  or  in  round  num- 
bers, one-third  were  Armstrongs,  Of  the 
13  iu  the  Euryalui,  the  return  to  Parlia- 
ment recorded  14  aooidents  in  144  rounds, 
about  the  same  proportion  as  oocnrred  in 
the  trials  against  the  Trtutjf.  Of  the  fire 
in  Uie  Ftrssuif  all  40-pmnders,  three 
aeoidwts  are  rewgp^^(5©i©g.[eOf 
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the  llO-ponader  in  the  Argus,  foor  acoi- 
dents  were  recorded  in  22  rounds,  besides 
the  breech  "  continnally -jamming,  a  se- 
rioiu  drawback  to  qnick  firing."  Of  the 
llO-pounder  io  the  Coguette,  but  one  acoi* 
dent  was  recorded  in  37  ronnds.  bat  it 
was  contionoiu,  "caunng  uoneceesarj 
delay  after  erei;  round  in  haviog  to 
wedge  the  breech  oat.'*  Of  t)ie  110- 
pounder  in  the  jBomWm,  four  aeddenti 
vwe  reeorded  in  51  ronndB,  all 

"  catuing  great  doitj  at  a  time  when  it  waa  of 
great  importanoe  we  ahould  keep  up  a  r^id  fire, 
and  vben  the  imoottHbora  goni,  which  v«re  being 
flred  onder  the  Mune  adTsne  drmuutaiioet,  kept 
up  a  oODtinnoni  and  rajdd  Sre." 

The  aggregate  being  twenty-aiz  accidents 
to  21  guns  in  365  rounds  from  fire  ships, 
or  a  mean  of  one  accident  per  14  rounds. 
This  is  an  analysis  of  the  official  reports 
presented  to  the  House.  But  since  the 
action  of  Eagouma  we  have  had  another 
action  at  Simonoiaki  of  which  no  offldal 
reporta  hare  been  yet  reeeived  ;  hot  I  am 
infoimed  that  the  aotioo  of  the  gnn  was 
much  worse.  A  prirate  letter  from  an 
officer— which  has  been  published— says^ 

"  One  veat-pieoe  breeoh),  wronght  iron, . 
split  right  throng  and  etnok  in  the  gun,  and  it 
took  onr  engineer  uearir  three-quartera  of  an  hour 
to  clear  it.  The  greatest  danger  we  were  in  was 
from  oar  own  ihipa*  Armstrong  shot,  ai  they  fired 
aorou  ne  when  we  paaaed  between  tiiem  and  the 
battet7,  and  several  stripped  (their  lead  jaokots) 
and  wobbled  (t*.  deflected,  ai  at  Ki^osima, 
where  it  was  noted  of  some  stripped  shot  that 
*tli^  went  ai  mnob  aa  800  Tatdstothe  left'). 
The  boats  trjing  to  fire  Armstrongs  wounded  two 
marines  of  the  uiore  party,  who  were  brought  on 
board  of  OS.  I  held  one  poor  ftUow's  hand  while 
the  doctors  oat  the  segment  oat  of  Us  leg,  and 
tied  it  np  to  be  cat  off  when  there  was  a  qniet 
plaoe  to  do  it  in.  This  day  we  split  our  other  two 
110-poandarTent-]^eoeB(f.«-breeohesX  wroagid 
iron — three  in  two  dajs.  How  does  Amstronc 
feeir 

I  would  aak  alio  how  do  British  sidlon 
feel  when  aent  to  fight  with  goDi  such  as 
theie  t  But  it  is  not  only  in  Japan  that 
these  gnna  hare  been  proved  to  be  unfit 
for  senriee  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ships. 
Let  08  take  the  case  of  the  Channel 
squadron.  It  usually  has  seventy  or  eighty 
Armstrongs  distributed  amongst  the  diffe- 
rent ships,  and  in  two  years  sixty-nine 
were  sent  home  disabled.  Last  year,  when 
it  was  sent  to  the  Downs  for  immediate 
serrioe  in  the  Baltic,  it  became  necessary, 
of  course,  to  examine  the  gnns,  and 
it  was  then  found  that  there  was  not 
one  ahip  in  the  whole  aquadron  which  had 
not  anae  fiaaUed  Annsironga  on  board. 


The  oaae  of  the  Wmrior  was  wont  of  all. 
The  armament  of  that  ship  was  thirty 
68-ponnder  smooth-bores,  and  ton  110- 
pounder  rifled  Armstrongs.  When  the 
Warrior  was  ordered  to  the  Downs,  every 
one  of  the  Annstronga  waa  found  to  be 
defoetive.  Not  one  bdng  fit  for  service 
she  was  aent  into  Devonporti  and  reenved 
ten  new  Annstronga.  She  then  sailed  for 
the  Downs,  and  by  the  time  she  arrived  at 
the  fleet  one  of  the  new  gnns  waa  disabled, 
the  captMU  having  thought  it  necessary  to 
give  them  a  trial  by  the  way.  Of  course, 
be  sent  the  disabled  gun  in  and  got  a  now 
one.  But  suppose  she  had  had  to  go  into 
action  instead  of  going  into  port,  her  de- 
fective armament  would  have  mvolved  the 
loss  of  the  ship  to  a  certainty.  And  now 
allow  me  to  ask  who  is  to  be  held  respon- 
sible for  sendiog  imperfectly  constructed 
and  insufficiently  tried  gnns  on  board  Her 
Uajeaty's  fleet !  That  is  a  very  important 
question  for  the  House  to  entertun.  Are 
we  to  consider  the  Firat  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty aa  respttuiUe  for  these  guns  ?  I 
eonfoss  I  do  not  think  we  ought.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  does  not 
manufacture  guns,  and  ho  is,  on  the  con- 
trary, obliged  to  take  what  gnns  are  fur^ 
nisbed  by  the  Ordnance  Department.  The 
evidence  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  given 
before  the  Ordnance  Committee,  is  con- 
clusive on  this  point.  He  repudiates  being 
held  responsible.  The  noble  Duke  aaid 
(Qnestion  5,096)— 

"  AU  the  Admiraltr  can  do  is  to  ssnd  to  the 
War  Dmartment,  and  say  what  gnns  Ouf  want ; 
but  in  the  case  of  any  new  gnn,  that  mast  rest 
entirely  with  the  War  Department,  as  the  Ad- 
miralty had  but  little  or  no  opportunity  of  judging 
them,  and  must  accept  each  as  are  sent  to  them. 
ETer7  gon  it  passed  by  the  Ordnanoe  BeUot 
CMOBiittee  befm  it  oomes  to  ns." 

So  that  the  Duke  of  Somerset  (die  First 
Lord)  is  absolutely  at  the  mercy  of  tito 
Ordnance  Droartment.  Thui,  is  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War  responsible  f 
He  will  tell  us,  "I  am  a  civilian,  and  know 
nothing  about  gnns;  but  I  hare  appointed  an 
Ordnance  Select  Committee,  and  that  Com- 
mittee is  intrusted  by  me  with  the  selec- 
tion, manufacture,  and  trial  of  euus,  and 
with  the  judgment  respecting  them  ;  and 
if  bad  guns  are  manufactured  or  selected, 
the  Ordnance  Committee  are  to  be  blamed." 
That  would  ho  the  answer  probably  of  the 
Secretary  at  War,  as  indeed  it  was  prac- 
tically the  answer  on  a  previous  occasion 
of  my  right  hon.  F^end  the  Ifemher  for 
Huntingdon  (Genwsiyii^g^y^^dog*^ 
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mittee  of  thii  Homo.  He  Mid  h«  did  not 
eoMider  biniMlf  rMponaible  m  to  the  in- 
trodoction  of  th«  Annitrong  gan,  bat  be 
held  tbe  OrdoaoM  Coronittee,  wbioh  he  had 
ftppofnted,  reeponsible.  Tfaia  wm  tfirowing 
the  reepoaubilitj  upon  the  tobordinstM. 
and  theiy  returned  tbe  cemplimeBt.  and 
thre*  Ute  mpoMibtlity  badi  upon  the  Se- 
cretary of  Btatet  for  Sir  William  AnB» 
Mreng  mjb,  in  hia  evidence,  be  was  com- 
pelled bj  die  proMore  pot  apon  him  bj 
the  Secretary  of  Stata  to  mannfaetnrc 
imperfectly  detiitned  and  ineiidMitly  tried 
g^DS.  Here  ve  hare  sobordinatcs  throw- 
iii|E  blame  apon  the  Becreury  of  State, 
and  the  Secretary  of  Slate  throwing  the 
blame  open  eabwdiaateB,  so  that,  in  point 
•f  fact,  there  is  no  responubiKty  at  bII. 
How  esD  we  expect  to  have  retponeibility 
by  a  Committee  appointed  by  a  Secretary 
of  State,  and  changed  and  altered  at  hii 
will  and  pleaenre.  The  Committee,  more- 
over, now  is  not  the  same  as  that  which  in- 
(rodoced  tbe  Arnistroofr  ean>  It  was  very 
diftrent  under  tbe  old  aystem.  In  the 
present  system  there  Is  no  aooh  thing  as 
iwapottsibility.  Ponneriy  we  had  a  Uaster 
Oeneral  of  Ordnanee,  who  waa  directly  re- 
aponsiblo  for  tbe  Department,  and  who  waa 
generally  selected  from  the  6r8t  and  nH»at 
diatinguished  officers  of  the  service.  The 
Duke  of  Wellington  held  the  appointment 
for  aiz  years,  and  he  would  never  have 
given  htB  sanction  to  the  issue  of  an  im- 
perfectly constmeted  gun  to  either  army 
or  nary.  But  at  present  we  have  this 
Committee  of  Ordnance,  emnposed,  no 
doubt,  of  able  and  clever  men,  seme  of 
Ihcm  with  geniaafnr  mrohnnteal  invention. 
The  consequence  of  this  is  that  they  are 
always  trying  their  inventions  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  oanntry,  and  afterwards  sitting 
In  judgment  on  their  productions.  How 
ean  it  bo  eipected  that  such  a  Department 
aa  this  should  be  properly  conducted,  or  that 
great  extravagance  and  waste  should  not  be 
the  conaeqiience  ?  I  will  give  the  Honae  one 
exantple  of  what  has  thoa  occurred,  show- 
ing the  msnner  in  which  tlie  system  works. 
A  short  time  ago  one  of  the  Members  of  ttie 
Ordnance  Select  Committee  invented  a  new 
naval  gun  carriage.  It  was  submitted  to  the 
Committee  and  received  their  approval,  and 
not  leia  than  150  of  these  new  gun  car- 
riages were  oonstmcled  before  a  proper 
trial  of  them  had  taken  place.  It  was 
then  thought  advisable  to  plaea  one  of 
them  on  ^ard  the  £rc«f2mC ;  and  on  the 
fir*t  trial  of  it  in  that  st)ip  the  carriage  waa 
broken,  as  also  the  leg  oi  ft  licuteaautf  and 


it  was  aecerdii^ly  nneeremomenaly  ooq- 
demned.  There  was  thus  aa  end  of  tbe 
invention  after  the  eonntry  had  paid  far 
150  of  those  earriagee,  all  of  which  are 
at  present,  I  believe,  lying  idle  in  Her 
Majesty's  arsenal,  from  which  I  hope  they 
will  never  be  remeved.  Now,  1  think  I 
hare  dwwn  that  during  tbe  last  6ve  yam 
we  have  been  nnaUe  to  obtaiu  eBricat 
gnna  from  oar  graataatiooal  establish menta. 
The  question  than  natnrdly  ariace,  eoold 
wc  obtain  bettor  gnna  from  the  private 
eatablishmmts  of  thia  country  f  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  enter  into  adiaeoaaioa  with 
regard  to  the  reapective  meriu  of  the 
gjeat  inventors  and  mannfaeturers  of 
modtfn  ordnanee.  All  I  viah  to  aay  vX. 
them  ia,  that  if  their  gnna  are  not  appre- 
oisted  by  their  own  Oovemment  they  are 
at  least  appreciated  by  all  the  other  Qo- 
vemmeuta  of  the  world.  There  ia,  first  of 
all.  the  Blakely  Ordnanee  Com|Mny.  That 
company  have  been  manufacturing  gone  of 
great  calibre, 300 and  600  pounders,  both  for 
the  Confederate  and  the  Federal  States  of 
America,  and  tliey  are  still  exeenUng  wdcn 
for  the  Federal  GoTemment.  But  it  ia  ant 
in  America  only  that  tbe  guns  of  this  e«n- 
pany  are  appreciated.  They  are  executing 
immense  orders  for  the  Boasian  Govern- 
ment-*! 1-tneh  guns  for  tlie  defence  of 
Cronatadt,  and  8-inch  guns  for  theRuaaian 
fleet.  They  are  also  roanufaeturing  gnna 
for  the  govemmenta  of  Sweden,  Spain, 
Portugal  and  Italy,  in  fact  for  moat  of  tbe 
Governments  of  Europe,  and  it  af^teara  that 
it  is  only  tn  their  own  country,  and  by  tiieir 
own  OuTemment.that  their  guns  are  not 
appreciated.  Then  I  wil)  go  to  another 
company  famous  for  tbe  production  of 
great  guns  aa  well  as  of  small  arms— I 
mean  tlw  Wbitworth  Ordnance  Company. 
I  do  not  wish  to  offer  any  opinion  with  re- 
gard to  the  Whitworth  gun.  All  I  will 
now  say  is  that  it  has  aecompliahed  aato- 
niehing  results.  Two  yeara  and  a  haK  ago 
on  the  16tb  of  September.  1863,  Mr.  Whit- 
worth produced  a  fi|^noh  gnn  of  3|  lona 
weight,  charged  with  I2lb.  of  powder, 
which  burst  its  681b.  shell  through  a  4-ineh 
plate  backed  bj  9  inches  of  teak,  from  the 
usual  range  of  200  yards.  It  waa  admit- 
ted, however,  that  a  gun  of  tbat  small 
calibre  was  not  suited  for  a  contest  with 
iron  clad  ships  ;  and  on  the  13ib  of  No- 
vember, 1862.  Mr.  Whitworth  produced  a 
7-inch  gnn  of  7}  tona  weight.  It  waa  uaed 
at  800  yards  ;  it  diachargod  two  flat-ended 
ateel  sbelk  of  1511b..  wtth~5lb.  buratfaig 
oharge,  one  ahcUtagt^kM^t^ll^ 
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btmliag  charge,  and  »  wild  Bte«l  shot  ef 

1291b..  all  with  271b.  charges.  All  per- 
forated thnwgh  tita  whole  proteotion  into 
the  abipa.  the  ahelts  prodaeing  more  or  leu 
deatnietion.  Tfaia  oeourred  two  years  and 
ft  half  ag« ;  ud  I  want  to  know  how  it 
has  bappaned  that  Her  Majeatj'a  6o- 
TCruneot  np  to  the  present  tioie  have 
never  been  able  to  nuike  np  their  minds 
rither  for  or  against  those  gons.  Da- 
ring the  last  twelve  monUia  we  have 
heard  a  good  deal  of  the  eompetition  be- 
tween those  gnns  and  the  Annstrong  guns. 
Bot  I  must  observe,  that  it  was  not  a 
eompetition  between  the  Whitworth  guns 
and  the  Armstreng  guns  properly  soealled. 
The  Armstrong  gun,  properly  so  called,  was 
withdrawn  from  the  eompetition  aa  aeon  as 
they  oommpneed  Bring  at  iron  plates  i 
and  Sir  William  Armstrong  carried  on 
the  contest  with  what  lie  called  his  new 
abunt  gnn.  Now,  this  is  a  totally  different 
gnn  from  the  Armstrong  ^nn;  it  is  differ- 
ent in  design,  different  in  manufacture, 
and  different  in  the  mode  of  rifling.  It  is 
different  in  design,  for  it  is  a  muzde- load- 
ing and  not  a  breech  loading  gnn.  It  is 
different  in  manufaoture,  because  It  is  ma- 
nefselnred  of  solid  steel  fortified  by  a  coil, 
and  it  is  not  a  regnUrly  built-op  gun  like 
the  Armstrong  gun.  Laetly,  it  is  different  in 
its  rifling;  tlie  p(>ly-grooTe  nystem  with  the 
lead  coated  projpctileof  the  Armstrong  gun 
is  abandoned,  and  In  place  of  it  Sir  William 
Armstrong  adopted  his  system  of  rifling 
from  the  early  canon  rayiot  the  Freneti. 
It  ia  not,  however,  a  complete  copy  of  the 
French  gun,  heeause  unfortunately  it  is 
nueh  more  oomplieated,  and  haa  proved 
lately  much  less  efficient  than  the  French 
gnn.  In  the  experimenta  which  have 
been  made  within  the  last  few  weeks  at 
Shoeburyness,  it  has  been  fonnd  that  the 
French  gnn  beats  the  shunt  gun  both  in 
range  and  accuracy.  And  yet,  in  the  mean- 
time, before  the  gun  had  been  sufficiently 
tried  and  reported  on.  these  shunt  guns 
were  being  manufactured  at  Woolwich  in 
large  numbers  and  sent  on  board  Her 
Majenty's  ships.  I  have  been  informed 
that  there  is  a  very  serious  defect  in  them. 
Two  distinguished  naval  officers— one  of 
whom  has  allowed  me  to  mention  his  name, 
namely.  Lord  Hordfiieke — have  informed 
me  that  thej  lately  went  down  twice  to  the 
BmeeUfnt  to  see  the  practice  on  board  that 
abip,  and  upon  eaeh  of  these  oeeasionsthe 
projectile  atnck  in  the  month  of  the  shnnt 
gun,  and  it  required  to  he  hammered  for 
half  an  honr  with  s  aledgo  hammer  before 


it  eonld  he  get  ont.  The  reaaon  ia  that 
the  shunt  gun  haa  a  nip  near  the  asuzale, 
and  is  liable  to  thia  aeetdent  in  loading.  But 
just  imsgine,  if  thia  accident  ocoorred  on 
board  the  EwotlkHtt  wbera  overy  thing  U 
done  with  the  greatest  care  and  preoision* 
what  the  consequences  would  be  on  board 
an  ordinary  ahi^  of  war  in  action.  Why  a 
gnn  of  that  kmd  woold  be  disabled  at 
once.  I  have  referred  to  three  of  the 
most  celebrated  modem  manofaetnrera  el 
ordnance.  Bot  there  are  many  others, 
and  they  all  very  justly  complain  of  the 
obstroetions  that  have  been  thrown  in 
their  way  by  the  roles  and  regulationa  of 
the  Ordnance  Committee,  which  have  pre- 
vented their  inventions  from  undergoing 
any  proper  trial  at  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Now  before  stating  what  those 
obstructions  are,  let  me  ask  the  Govern- 
ment why  we  should  not  adopt  in  this  mat- 
ter the  aimpfe  plan  of  the  American  Go* 
vemmmtt  In  America,  if  an  inventor 
wishes  to  have  his  gnn  tried  he  hes  onl^  to 
go  to  the  Government  and  atate  bia  wish, 
and  If  he  hie  prepared  to  nndertake  the 
expense  nf  the  trial  the  gnn  is  immediately 
tried.  That  is  perfectly  fair  i  it  costs  the 
country  nothing  ;  and  it  enables  the  Ame- 
rican officers  conducting  the  experiments 
to  report  upon  every  new  invention.  But 
what  is  the  prsetiee  with  us?  The  first 
thing  the  inventor  of  a  new  gun  baa 
to  do.  is  to  send  to  the  Ordnance  Se- 
lect Committee,  all  his  drawings,  plans, 
and  epeeifioAtions.  These  are  considered 
by  the  Committee,  and  if  they  do  not  ap- 
prove of  them,  they  are  sent  back  to  bim, 
and  he  is  told  his  gun  cannot  be  tried. 
Now,  I  want  to  know  what  inventor  wonld 
like  to  Hibmit  to  aueh  a  syatem  m  that 
Bow  does  he  know  that  his  drawinga  may 
not  be  copied  and  used  in  Her  Majesty's 
arsenals?  We  know  that  the  Government 
elsim  a  right  to  use  any  patent  they  may 
think  proper.  But  if  the  plan  should  be 
rejected,  then  the  invention  would  be  dis- 
credited, and  no  private  manufacturer 
would  construct  a  gun  the  plan  of  which 
bad  been  condemned  by  tlie  Ordnance 
Committee.  It  must  be  remembered  also 
that  the  members  of  the  Committee  are 
themaelves  rival  inventors  and  rival  mann- 
fsetnrers.  I  say  that,  under  those  oir- 
cumstancea,  the  Ordnance  Sdeot  Com- 
mittee aet  aa  a  complete  obstmotion  to  the 
introduction  of  new  gans.  Captain  Blskely 
for  five  years  never  had  his  gnn  tried  by 
the  Government.  And  why  f  Because 
he  always  refused  to  send  in  liia  dntw^ga 
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to  the  Ordoanoe  Select  Committee.  Now, 
I  cannot  but  thiok  that  the  Ordnance 
Committee  of  this  House  had  this  apeeial 
point  in  Tiew,  when  they  inserted  towards 
the  conclusion  of  their  Beport,  the  follow- 
ing paragraph : — 

"  Witboat  expreasing  any  opinioo  on  the  con- 
troverted qnertionit  yoor  Committee  Tenture  to 
expreis  »  hope  that  the  diflhrent  aystems,  not  of 
Sir  William  Armetrong  and  Mr.  Whitworth  only, 
hat  of  the  other  able  men  wbo»e  uunds  are  now 
enfRged  on  ordnanoe  qnestiont,  may  be  iidrly 
axpemwoted  vpoa." 

I  tnnt  the  GoTomment  will  take  that  piece 
of  adrice  giren  by  the  Committee.  I  have 
endearoured  to  represent  the  present  state 
of  Her  Majesty's  fleet.  We  hare  on  board 
our  fleet  no  guns  capable  of  penetrating 
iron-plated  ships.  That  is  a  rery  serious 
oonsideratton,  and  more  especially  as  we 
know  that  Amertoa  and  other  Powers 
hare  guns  that  can  penetrate  iron-plates 
6-inehes  thick.  The  American  navy  is  now 
being  armed  mainly  with  10-incb  broadside 
guns  weighing  7|  tons,  firing  a  minimum 
charge  of  301b.  and  a  maximum  eharge 
of  481b.  They  are  broadside  guns. 
Those  are  the  guns  they  hare  in  most  of 
their  ships  at  the  present  moment.  Now, 
I  ask,  what  would  be  the  consequence  of 
bringing  an  English  ship  with  her  old  68- 
ponndera  and  her  110-ponnder  Armttrongs 
Into  eoUisien  with  an  American  rasel  so 
armed?  Now,  let  vs  see  what  is  the 
Btato  of  the  French  nary.  I  beliere  the 
French  nary,  and  all  other  European  na- 
vies,  are  rery  inferior  to  that  of  America 
in  their  guns.  But  nevertheless  the  French 
navy  is  superior  to  our  own.  The  French, 
we  alt  know,  were  the  inventors  of  iron- 
elad  ships.  They  first  thought  of  covering 
ships  with  iron-plates.  They  first  taught 
na  that  ships  covered  with  five  inches  of 
iron  could  be  propelled  through  the  water 
with  as  great  rapidity  as  ordinary  wooden 
ships.  When  that  waa  proved  by  the  suc- 
cess of  La  Ohnre,  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment of  France  at  once  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  their  old  armaments  of  smooth- 
bore gans  had  become  useless*  and  recom- 
mended the  Emperor  to  get  rid  of  all  the 
smooth-bore  guns  in  the  service,  and  to 
adopt  rifle  guns.  That  recommendation 
was  carried  into  effect  in  the  French  navy. 
The  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Clarence 
Paget)  says  that  those  French  rifie  guns 
were  smooth-bore  guns  converted  into  rifled 
guns,  and  that  they  are  not  more  effective 
uian  onr  own.  But  let  me  ask  the  Honae 
this  question.    We  all  admit  that  the 


French  artillery  and  engineer  officers  u« 
the  most  able  and  the  best  instructed  in  the 
world  ;  and  can  we  suppose  them  to  be  so 
ignorant  and  incapable  as  to  have  recom- 
mended their  Qoremment  to  adopt  rifled 
guns,  and  to  get  rid  of  the  smooth-hoie 
guns  if  the  rifle  guns  they  adopted  were 
not  more  powerful  than  the  smooth-borea 
they  rdected  %  Whatever  opinion  we  may 
form  of  the  French  rifle  gon,  this,  at  any 
rate,  we  must  admit  that  it  is  supoior  to 
the  gun  it  has  replaced,  uid,  therefore, 
superior  to  the  gnn  in  onr  fiee^  for  that 
is  the  gun  the  French  hare  rejected.  But 
we  are  not  lefi  altogether  without  any 
knowledge  in  reference  to  those  French 
guns.  Captain  Blakely  was  questioned  by 
tho  Select  Committee  of  1863  with  respect 
to  the  armament  of  the  French  ships,  and 
this  is  his  evidence  upon  that  subject— 

"  La  Qloire  hiu  6i-inoh  rifle  guns  of  the  weight 
of  Bve  toDB.  They  fire  smootb  round  ahot,  if  ne- 
oessary,  or  a  •teel  bolt,  wbicb  tbey  have  to  fire 
BgaioBt  iron-olad  abips,  and  which  they  hare  found 
by  experimmt  will  pi«roe  a  target  repreaenting 
the  Warrior,  If  riaoed  befiwa  it,  at  a  dfstaoee  5 
1,000  yards." 

The  Committee  then  asked  him,  "  Do  yon 
think  the  French  gnn  superior  to  the  Arm- 
strong gun?"  and  he  answered  **I  am 
sure  of  it."  Thatis  thestatement  of  Cap- 
tain Blakely.  Now  it  is  perfectly  true,  as 
stated  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  at  first,  and 
as  a  temporary  measure,  the  Wench  adop- 
ted the  plan  of  rifling  their  smooth-bore 
guoB,  and  they  were  successful  in  that 
attempt,  and  in  strengthening  their  guns 
with  steel  bands,  which,  somehow  or  other, 
we  never  could  accomplish.  One  of  the 
French  guns  so  strengthened  was  fired 
3.000  times,  and  stood  the  trial.  But  the 
French  never  intended  this  to  be  the  per- 
manent armament  of  their  ships.  They 
always  intended  to  arm  them  ultimately 
with  the  gon  described  by  Captain  Blakely  t 
and  the  arming  of  their  ships  with  that 
gun  has  been  going  on  for  the  last  three  or 
four  years.  A  gentleman  who  visited  Cher- ' 
bonrg  in  the  year  1863,  and  went  on  hoard 
the  French  ships  found  the  S6lf«ruM  and 
the  EtroiM  enUrely  armed  with  those  new 
guns.  He  also  saw  the  men  at  quarters 
ezeroising  them.  They  were  breech-load- 
ing guns,  and  the  officers  assured  him  that 
they  never  blew  out  their  breeches.  Several 
of  the  French  ships  were  at  the  time  being 
similarly  armed;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
many,  if  not  most  of  their  iron-clad  vessels 
are  now  armed  with  these  j^ns.  Now,  I 
do  not  belien  tli^,^4lJSyQ9>tri^ein; 
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I  beliere  we  eould  hare  infinitely  soperior 
ganain  oar  fleet;  bat,  at  all  etents,  I  oon- 
teod  that  it  is  saperior  to  any  gan  we  poa- 
ie«  in  oor  nary  at  the  preaent  momeat. 
What  I  contend  ii  that  at  a  ihort  range 
that  gun  would  pieroe  the  side  of  the 
Warrior,  whereas  we  hare  no  gun  in  oor 
fleet  that  would  pierce  the  SMMno.  So 
much  for  the  state  of  the  Ereooh  nary. 
Now  what  ia  the  state  of  the  Russian 
nary  f  The  Rnssians  did  not  lose  much 
time  in  following  the  example  of  the  Eng- 
lish and  Fnnen,  in  procuring  for  them- 
■elves  iron-elad  diips ;  I  beliere  they  hare 
now  nxteen  of  them.  Bnt  the  Ordnance 
Department  of  St.  Petersburg,  as  soon 
as  this  decision  was  come  to,  made  a  report 
to  the  Emperor,  in  which  the  following 
passage  oeoura  :— 

"  The  emplOTment  of  iron-clad  reuels  ia  Ame- 
rioa  hM  demonitnted  the  absolute  aeoeuity  of 
baTiag  gnoa  of  a  very  large  oalibre,  and  the  suc- 
cenful  UH  of  aach  gona  against  iron-plated  jet- 
aels  depends  npon  heavj  obarges." 

This  report  was  made  on  the  10th  of  Au- 
gnat,  1862,  so  that  at  thai  period  the  Rus- 
nan  engineers  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
heavy  charges  were  necessary  for  their 
gnna,  and  I  beliere  we  hare  oarselres  only 
very  lately  arrived  at  the  same  eonelasion. 
About  the  same  tim»— that  is  to  say,  in 
the  year  1862— GapUin  Blakely  offered 
the  Secretary  for  War  to  mannfutore  an 
8-inoh  gun  at  his  own  expense,  and  to 
hand  it  over  to  him  for  six  mouths  to  do 
what  he  liked  with  it,  while  he  engaged 
that  it  should  pierce  the  aides  of  the  War- 
rior. The  Secretary  for  War  told  him 
diat  if  be  had  aoch  a  gun  he  could  not  use 
it,  and  he  therefore  declined  the  offer.  The 
consequence  was  that  Captain  Blakely 
communicated  with  the  Russian  Oovem- 
ment,  and  they  accepted  his  proposal.  He 
then  sent  two  of  the  guns  to  St.  Peters- 
burg. The  result  was  that  the  Russian 
Government  was  lo  pleased  with  them  that 
they  gave  him  an  immense  order.  They 
also  gave  orders  for  guns  of  the  same  oali- 
hre  to  be  eonatmcted  by  the  great  German 
founder  Krupp  ;  and  the  iron-ctad  fleet  of 
Bnawa  was  now  armed  with  Kmpp's  and 
Blakely's  guns.  They  also  got  guns  from 
tlie  French,  but  they  prefer  those  supplied 
by  Captain  Blakely,  and  with  them  the 
Russian  fleet  is  now  boing  armed.  The 
gun  is  of  eight  inches  calibre  with  a  251b. 
charge,  and  a  projectile  consisting  of  a  long 
flat  steel  bolt  weighing  1801b.  Now,  1  ask 
whether  it  would  be  fur  to  expose  one  of 
our  BngUsh  ahipa  to  *  edliuon  with  a 


Russian  ship  armed  with  snob  a  weapon  as 
that?  I  think  1  have  proved  that  the 
United  States,  France,  and  Russia  are  all 
in  advance  of  ns  in  the  posaeaaion  of  rifled 
guna;  that  in  point  of  fact  England,  instead 
of  being  in  the  van,  is  following  in  the 
wake  of  other  nations,  and  that  is  not  the 
position  which  England  ought  to  occupy. 
We  ought  to  take  example  by  the  fate  of 
Denmark,  which  serves  to  illustrate  the 
evils  that  may  fall  on  a  noble  and  gallant 
people  from  the  incapacitpr  and  shortcom- 
ings of  its  mlers.  Previous  to  the  kte 
war  Denmark  had  the  advutage  of  a  very 
Liberal  Government.  It  was  that  Qovom- 
ment  that  had  caused  the  ruin  of  Denmark 
by  the  mismanagement  of  its  foreign  affairs, 
by  wasting  the  resources  of  the  country  in 
the  construction  of  long  lines  of  fortification 
which  the  Danish  army  was  not  large 
enough  to  defend,  and  which  had  neglected 
to  supply  the  Danish  army  with  good  rifled 
artillery  and  uaeful  arms  and  ammunition 
for  the  war.  We  know  the  result,  and 
ought  to  profit  by  the  example.  We  have 
a  laberal  Government  which  has  mis- 
managed our  foreign  affairs,  which  has 
unquestionably  spent  large  sums  of  money 
on  long  lines  of  fortifications,  which  the 
whole  disposable  military  force  of  the 
country  could  hardly  garrisoui  whilst  it 
has  neglected  to  supply  onr  fleets  with 
good  rifled  guns,  or  our  aoldiera  as  yet 
with  breech-loading  arms.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  parallel  will  go  no  further, 
and  that  we  shall  not  suffer  from  a  catas- 
trophe aimilar  to  that  which  befel  Denmark. 
To  prevent  such  a  possibility,  I  hare  felt 
it  my  duty  to  bring  iorward  this  question. 
I  do  not  wish  to  make  any  attack  upon 
tho  Government,  or  upon  the  Board  of 
Admiralty.  I  have  been  told  bv  naval 
men  that  the  Duke  of  Somerset  has  dis- 
played great  and  most  commendable  energy, 
remarkable  ft*eedom  from  party  bias  in  his 
mode  of  administering  the  affurs  of  the 
navy,  and  an  even-handed  justice  and  im- 
partiality  in  the  distribution  of  patronage 
most  nnusnal  in  the  Department.  That  is 
no  slight  praise,  and  x  accord  it  to  him 
because  I  feel  it  to  be  well  deserved.  I 
shall  rejoice  to  find  that  the  naval  resources 
of  this  conntry  have  been  wisely  applied  ; 
but,  if  this  be  not  so,  the  time  has  come 
when  a  change  ought  to  take  place.  AH 
I  ask  for  is  a  foil  and  free  inquiry  ;  I  be- 
lieve that  inquiry  is  due  to  the  people  of 
England;  I  believe  it  is  due  to  our  oonsti- 
toents,  before  whom  we  shall  shorUy  have 
to  appear,  and  1 0W|fffe^^y"g^^gfe 
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Oentlmnm  opposite  will  feel  that  Aie  ii  a 
Ifotion  whieh,  withoat  reference  to  pMtj 
Ibeling,  they  ouitht  to  approve. 

Sib  JOHN  HAY  had  not  intended  to 
rise  at  eo  earlj  a  period  in  the  debate ; 
bat,  foltj  concurring  with  the  Motion  made 
hj  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Inver- 
ness, he  did  not  quite  agree  in  all  the  bis- 
toriml  narrative  by  whieh  that  Motion  had 
been  preface^.  He  mnat,  however,  com- 
pliment his  hon.  Friend  on  the  very  clear 
and  diatinet  reaaonbig  by  whieh  he  had 
onforeed  the  fact  Chat  onr  ships  were  at 
present  nnanned,  or  so  badly  armed  that 
we  had  no  right  to  consider  them  as  fit  to 
defend  themsdves  against  the  navies  of 
Europe  or  America.  He  woold  be  very 
brief  in  the  observations  he  had  to  make 
as  to  the  particulars  in  whieh  he  thought 
the  Government  bad  erred  in  this  matfer. 
He  was  not  going  to  recapitulate  the  evi- 
dence they  already  possessed  as  given 
before  a  Committee  of  the  House  two 
years  ago.  The  Report  of  that  Committee 
distinot^  showed  that  what  fttnlts  had 
been  committed  were  dne  to  the  want  of 
knowledge  at  the  time,  specific  orders 
baring  been  given  for  a  deeoription  of  gun 
which  waa  not  now  equal  to  the  necessities 
of  the  case.  In  1859  there  were  hardly 
any  armour-plated  ships  at  all.  The  guns 
made  in  a  hurry  in  consequence  of  events 
with  reference  to  the  possible  outbreak  of 
hostilities  with  America  were  of  a  very 
different  quality  from  those  which  were 
now  necessary,  in  eonsequeDce  of  the  fact 
that  all  the  navies  of  the  world  were  pro- 
tected by  iron  armour  ;  and  though  a 
mistake  might  have  1>eeQ  eommitt^  by 
making  these  guns  of  too  light  a  pattern 
that  mistake  waa  due  td  the  want  of  know- 
ledge at  the  period  and  to  the  fact  that 
the  gnna  were  wanted  to  contend  with 
wooden  ships,  and  all  the  blame  due 
to  the  Govemmenk  vras  apportioned  in  the 
blue-book  of  the  Ordnance  Committee  pub- 
lished in  1863.  He  thought  it  therefore 
hardly  worth  while,  after  that  voluminous 
Report  had  been  laid  on  the  table,  to  go 
back  on  the  eircurastanees,  which  were 
perfectly  different  from  those  which  now 
existed.  The  mistake  made,  it  appeared 
to  him,  was  that  the  Oovemment  decided 
that  gnhs  should  be  made  not  exceeding  a 
cerUin  weight.  They  limited  the  makers 
of  ordnance  in  this  country  as  to  weight, 
and  they  expected  results  which  were  im- 
praetieable  with  b'ght  guns.  Robins,  the 
old  authority  on  artillerj,  had  laid  it  down 
that  a  gun  should  not  be  less  than  150 
times  the  weight  of  the  pnyeetilo.  The 


old  92-pottttd«r,  than  wUeb  no  batter  gna 
existed,  was  196  times  the  weight  of  the 
shot,  and  with  the  use  of  a  third  ef  the 
weight  of  the  shot  in  power  its  msrimam 
foroe  was  obtained.  The  95  cwt.  68- 
poonder  was  156  times  the  weight  of  the 
shet,  uid  was  used  with  one  qaartar  of 
the  weight  tlie  ahot  in  powder,  by  whieh 
its  maximum  feree  waa  obtained.  Again, 
the  113  ewt.  gun  need  a  ohargn  of  one 
third  the  weight  of  the  ahot  with  a  maiimu 
effect.  On  this  other  hand  the  84  ewt.  110- 
pounder  Armstrong  gun  waa  only  94  timea 
the  weight  of  a  shot,  or  half  the  w«ght  m- 
cessary  to  make  it  effective;  the  shot,  there- 
fore, was  thrown  with  so  little  foroe  as  to 
be  of  very  little  value  against  irou-iJaiiog. 
The  demands  of  the  Admiralty  on  the  War 
Office,  as  he  understood,  were  to  prodaea 
a  gun  that  should  throw  a  shot  of  a  certain 
size.— at  the  same  time  limiting  the  weight 
of  the  gun— to  be  used  with  facility  en  tba 
broadside  prtneiple.  Now,  it  appeared  to 
him  they  most  diseard  that  broadside  prin- 
ciple. If  they  mesnt  to  eobtend  at  aea 
with  other  Powera  they  must  do  away 
with  any  rules  by  whieh  gsns  ahonld  m 
brought  into  play  not  of  suSdent  weigbt 
for  the  purpose  assigned  to  them.  He 
had  the  honour  of  acting  as  ebairman  of 
the  Iron  Plate  Committee,  whose  Report 
was  in  the  librsry  of  the  House.  He 
woold  take  the  liberty  of  reading  what 
waa  the  resnlt  of  their  inquiry  on  Uiis 
•ubjeet — 

"  The  Committee  cannot  eooelode  tlieir  final 
Report  without  referring  to  a  matter  or  argent 
importance,  and  to  which  they  have  drawn  their 
Umlabip**  attention  oo  more  ihao  one  ooeaiioa. 
It  is  the  neesHity  for  the  sup[4jr,  withoat  farther 
delay,  of  powerful  gana,  which  will  be  eipRble  of 
efl^tually  damaging  iron-plated  ships,  and,  far- 
ther, that  all  sncb  gtxan  riioald  be  supplied  with  a 
large  proportion  of  rteel  shot  and  sbellB.  As 
regardi  tbe  power  of  the  gnna  which  ebeold  W 
maDnfiuttared,  it  baa  been  found,  after  noneroaa 
and  coDclntive  experiments  on  iron  targeU,  that 
nothing  lees  than  ordnance  of  12  tons  weight,  and 
capable  of  bearing  a  401b.  charge,  can  sneetesfnlly 
attack  aa  annoariilated  s^otare,  seek  as  ^ 
HWior.  A  soSeieat  supply  of  goos  ef  at  kast 
this  power  is  therefore  ui^oUy  required." 

He  thought  it  but  Justice  to  the  Committee 
over  whieh  he  had  the  honour  to  pr»ide, 
to  show  that  it  had  not  peglected  the  doty 
of  advising  the  Admiralty  on  this  matter. 
He  could  only  say  if  guna  of  that  siae  were 
urgently  required  ana  not  made,  the  fault 
did  not  lie  with  those  who  vera  eaHed  on 
to  advise  the  Admiralty.  He  waa  sorry 
to  sny,  as  far  as  he  could  learn,  ver^  few 
ffuus  of  that  siae  were  made.  Thqjioble 
LoKd  oppoute  (tbe  HerqoeM  ef  Bartii^- 
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ton)  would  1m  abU  to  give  foil  infonw> 
turn  on  that  poiat  t  bat  h*  belioved  only 
one  600-poander  gm  wai  eoinpleto,  «ad 
four  DOftrlj  •omplcted— fi*e  gons  of  that 
calibre,  and  WKneCbuif  ander  fiftr  altoge- 
ther of  tlw  gana  reeommeiided  hy  the 
OoiDiBittee.  There  were  onlj  two  ^aaea 
of  goat  at  present  in  eiistanee  eapoble  of 
bring  need  agaioat  the  iroii*p|ated  thipa  of 
forein  Powora.  It  was  atated  that  the 
Admiralty  haJ  ealled  on  the  War  Oflice  to 
make  gam  of  Bereo,  wght,  and  nine 
ineh  ealibra  t  if  so,  thej  were  of  insofieient 
size.  Tbej  had  evidence  to  that  effeot 
from  the  very  best  authority  some  time 
aico.  That  very  distinguished  man,  Sir 
William  Armstrong,  was  ezanioed  before 
the  Committee,  His  system  of  manufao- 
turing  guns— he  did  not  refer  to  the  rifling, 
as  to  whieh  different  opinions  might  be  en- 
tertained—bat  bis  system  ef  manufaetur- 
Ing  guns  enabled  them  to  be  made  of  any 
iiae,  and  so  trustworthy  as  to  be  used  with 
any  eharge  of  powder.  His  evideDoe  was 
glrea  in  1863  before  the  Ordnanoe  Com- 
mittee, from  whioh  ho  vonid  qnoto  the  fol- 
lowing passage: — 

**lTow,  Sir,  ni7  o^nlon  npm  ibis  snl^aai  with 
ngsrd  to  the  kind  of  gnn  that  ought  to  be  oaed 
is  this  >— I  oootidM-  th«t  the  enormoas  weight  of 
material  which  iron-plated  ihipa  mait  use  for 
protecting  these  guna  will  limit  the  annament  of 
goni  to  a  yvrj  small  nnmber  in  Tessela  of  that 
kind.  The  enormoas  npeoH.  also,  of  itael  ^ro- 
>otUe«,  whieh  alone  «ao  WuNdeAotivelragainBt 
sosh  atrocturet,  aecewitates  that  the  asunnnition 
■bould  be  iparinglf  used.  I  titerefbre  eonsider 
that  it  will  not  be  ■atBctent  to  nse  tinall  bored 
guns,  and  gnns  of  small  dimensions  generally, 
which  will  only  have  the  efl^t  of  making  soiall, 
•asilr-plof  ged  boles.  I  think  it  will  be  aUolutely 
neoPBiarf  to  as*  guns  of  a  very  large  calibre, 
which  shall  have  great  crushing  effect,  so  aa  to 
destroy  the  enemy's  ship  at  a  small  number  ofdis* 
ehargu  and  with  a  smsJl  expenditure  of  ammuni- 
tion. From  what  I  have  seen  of  tbe  experiments 
at  Shoeburyness.  I  think  nothing  less  than  a  bore 
of  nine  inches  will  be  Buffloieot  for  this  purpose, 
and  1  very  much  doubt  whether  that  will  be  sde- 
qaate.  It  is  said  that  shi[|s  cannot  conreniently 
carry  gons-of  mere  than  six  tons  weight ;  but  X 
look  nptm  it  as  a  natter  of  absotn  te  naessiity  that 
thej  should  do  so.  I  think  that  tbsy  mutaoeept 
the  use  of  large  guns  as  an  absolute  necessity, 
and  tbst  the  proper  machinery  must  be  applied 
for  the  working  of  such  gnns.  I  hare  no  doubt 
that  if  it  be  taken  up  as  an  engineering  qneatioa 
mys  and  means  will  be  fonad  of  nsing  gnns  of  any 
required  weight  on  board  ship." 

Kow  that  evidence  snd  advice  had  been 
before  the  Oovernment  for  a  long  time, 
and  they  were  only  now  making  seven, 
eight,  and  nine  inch  gaaa.  tbe  largest  of 
which  was  no  larger  than  the  smallest  aaid 
to  bo  osefol  for  the  purpose  Id  riow.  The 
Dnkt  of  3om«net'i  endcoco  coi roboratcd 
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h»wB:— 

"  In  &et  if  yoor  Grace  was  fitting  oat  a  fleet 
tor  active  serrlce  to^iorrow  would  yoa  reeora- 
mend  that  the  greater  number  of  tbe  guns  should 
be  the  old  68  pounders?  J^ot  now;  if  I  bad 
them  I  would  rather  have  a  more  powerfiil  jnm. 
I  consider  that  what  we  have  awed  tba  War 
Offlce  to  provide  us  with  would  he  the  sort  of  gan 
that  we  require.  I  want  a  gun  in  wfai<4i  we  oan 
Are  about  2dib.  of  powder,  and  I  should  not  object 
to  .its  being  a  smooth-bore  if  I  could  hare  a  gun 
which  could  cany  a  proicctile^weigbing  about 
UOIb.  or  1501b." 

Any  artillery  o£Scereoald  tell  the  Duke 
that  a  projectile  of  1501b.  would  require  a 
charge  of  powder  nearer  501b.  than  251b. 
The  Report  of  the  Iron  Plate  Committee, 
therefore,  showed  that  guns  of  12  tons' 
weight  wero  the  smallest  that  ought  to  be 
manufaetnred  for  the  use  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships.  He  did  not  think  the  Oovernment 
were  free  from  blame  In  the  matter,  but  bo 
could  not  say  to  whioh  Boparlment  it  most 
attached.  Ho  thought  it  wonld  be  well  If 
the  noble  Marquess  (the  Marquess  of  Har- 
tington)  would  be  able  to  clear  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  charge  of  supplying  guns 
to  the  navy  that  were  not  fit  for  the  service 
of  modem  war.  He  seconded  the  Motion 
of  bis  hon.  Friend, 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  leave  oat  from  ths  wwi  "  That "  to  tbe  «nd  ^ 
the  (^Mstion,  in  order  to  odd  the  words  "afietast 

Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Ships  are  at  present  armed  in  a  man- 
ner suited  to  the  necessities  and  requirements 
of  modern  warfim,"— (Ifr.  ifeiwy  BaiUU,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Motion  mode,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out 
stand  part  of  the  Qaestion.** 

Thk  UARODBia  Of  HARTINOTON': 
Sir,  I  think  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Inverness  has  been  more 
sofcessful  in  pointing  out  the  defsets  and 
sliortoomittga  of  the  present  system  of  naval 
ordnance  than  in  snggesting  a  remedy.  It 
waa  only  in  a  few  seotenees  at  the  close  of 
his  rather  lengthy  speech  that  the  boo. 
Gentleman  adverted  to  tbe  advantage  of  a 
Committee  on  the  subject.  Now,  consider- 
ing that  his  remarks  ranged  over  the  his- 
tory of  naval  ordnance  for  the  last  five 
years,  Uiat  the  greater  part  of  the  questions 
raised  to-night  were  fully  and  in  the  most 
minute  detail  investigated  by  tbe  Commit* 
tee  which  was  appointed  three  years  ago, 
which  sat  daring  two  Sessions,  but  whioh 
did  not  report  Ull  the  cod  oL4B63,  Md 
that  another  inqi^i7Difiiddb>mi^P®^q£ 
qoeiitioa  lor  umw  JMT  —  «OB»ideKhg 
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these  things  I  think  the  HooBe  will  be  of 
opinion  that  it  woald  be  a  waste  of  time 
—in  fact  a  waste  of  a  whole  jear — if  it 
ooDsented  to  another  Committee  opon  these 
much  discnuod  and  already  decided  ques- 
tions. Of  all  expedients  for  remedying 
the  defects  of  the  existing  naval  arma- 
ment, the  reappointment  or  a  Committee 
after  all  the  experiments  that  hare  been 
made  would  be  the  wont.  This  is  both 
a  practical  ai^  a  soientafie  question,  and 
Speaking  with  the  greatest  respeot  for  the 
House  hon.  Uembers  can  soareely  pretend 
to  sufficient  knowledge  and  experience  to 
decide  upon  a  matter  of  this  kind  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  The  Committee  pre- 
sided over  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Limerick  (Mr.  Monsell)  entered  on  its 
labours  with  the  most  anxious  desire  to 
achieve  some  practical  result ;  but,  after 
two  years'  investigation,  the  conolusiona  at 
which  the  Committee  arrived  were  of  a 
somewhat  larae  and  impotent  description. 
It  would  be  vain  to  say  that  it  need  not 
decide  between  the  Armstrong,  the  Whit* 
worth,  or  the  Blakely  goo.  Any  Com- 
mittee of  this  kind  must  become  the  battle- 
field of  rival  inventors,  and  get  involved  in 
personal  questions,  no  matter  how  desirous 
they  may  be  of  avoiding  them.  In  this 
way  at  least  a  yea^s  time  will  be  utterly 
wasted ;  and  of  course  the  Ooremment 
cannot  take  any  new  stops  in  the  matter 
while  the  decision  of  the  Committee  is 
pending.  I  deny  that  the  statement  of 
facts  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
justifies  his  demand  for  a  Committee.  He 
has  gone  back  for  five  or  six  years,  aod 
has  dwelt  on  the  defects  of  the  Armstrong 
68  and  llO-poonders.  Neither  tho  68 
nor  the  110-pounder  were  designed  for 
the  purpose  of  being  used  against  iron- 
plated  ships.  In  fact,  as  the  hon.  Baro- 
net who  seconded  the  Motion  remarked, 
there  was  no  such  thing  as  an  iron- 
plated  frigate*  although  tboe  were  iron- 
plated  batteries  in  1860,  when  the  110- 
ponnder  was  introdneed.  What  was  then 
wanted  was  a  gun  that  could  be  nsefol 
against  wooden  ships  and  works  on  shore, 
and  that  was  all  Sir  William  Armstrong 
undertook  to  supply  in  the  llO-poander. 
That  gun  may  have  been  adopted  in  too 
great  haste,  and  in  too  great  numbers;  but 
in  jostiee  to  Sir  William  Armstrong  it 
ought  to  be  mentioned  that  that  gun  was 
not  designed  to  act  agunst  iron-fJates.  As 
soon  as  iron-plated  ships  were  introduced 
it  was  found  neeessary  that  a  new  weapon 
du»dd  he  fabrioated.  No  donbt  this  gun 
Tli9  Mmfmuof  S0riifti$m 


has  been  tried  against  iron-plates,  but  it  is 
absurd  to  say  that  therefore  it  was  intended 
to  be  used  against  them.  That  is  qoito  a 
mistake.  The  hon.  Member  also  somewhat 
misled  the  House  by  saying  that  the  110- 
pobnder  was  introduced  as  a  more  powerful 
gun  than  any  then  in  the  navy.  t^r.  H. 
Bailus  :  It  was  the  Duke  of  Somerset 
who  said  so.]  In  1863  the  Duke  wanted 
a  more  powerful  gun ;  but  in  1859-60  i( 
was  not  so  much  a  powerful  as  a  good 
rifled  gun  which  was  required.  The  Go* 
verament  took  the  best  that  offered,  and  if 
it  has  not  proved  so  soecessful  as  was  an- 
tioipated,  some  blame  may,  perhaps,  rest 
on  the  Government ;  but  some  portion  of 
the  blame  ou|;ht  to  be  shared  by  Farita* 
ment,  who,  m  the  most  unmistakable 
manner,  urged  on  the  Government  the 
immediate  neoessity  of  arming  ships  with 
heavy  rifled  guns.  I  am  not  going  to  stand 
up  for  the  110-pounder  as  a  perfect  naval 
weapon,  but  I  must  say  a  word  as  to  the 
mis-statements  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
cerning this  much  abused  gun.  A  great 
many  defects  were  represented  as  having 
been  disclosed  in  this  gun  at  Simonosski 
and  E^^ma,  but  the  guns  used  in  these 
engagemente  were  of  ^e  earliest  pattern 
and  earliest  mannfttetare.  and  great  im- 
provements have  nnoe  been  made  in  the 
rent-pieces  and  breech-icrewi,  and  I  be- 
lieve they  worked  much  bettor  at  Suno- 
nosaki  than  at  Eagosima.  Therefore,  it 
is  not  fair  to  judge  the  guns  now  in  the 
Channel  Fleet  and  other  ships  by  the  ex- 
perience of  the  guns  used  at  the  engage- 
ments which  hare  been  referred  to.  The 
hon.  Member  stated  that  nearly  all  tlie 
110-pounder  guns  on  board  the  fleet  had 
been  returned  for  the  purpose  of  onder- 

Soiug  repairs.  It  is  fortunate  for  the  hon. 
[emtwr  that  the  Return  of  Uie  guns  under- 
going  repairs,  which  was  moved  for  a  few 
days  ago  by  the  hon.  Member,  is  not  yet 
ready  for  presentation,  because  it  would 
be  seen  that  those  repairs  are  all  of  the 
most  triffing  description,  and  from  faults 
that  do  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
militete  against  their  efficiency.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  number  of  gnns 
landed  from  the  ships  as  stated  hy  the 
hon.  Member  is  correct;  but  the  noose 
will  recollect  that  the  hon.  Member  stoted 
that  the  whole  of  the  Warrior*§  guns 
wanted  repairing.  Those  gnns,  however, 
were  exchanged  for  others  on  account  of 
a  small  deviation  from  the  pattern  in  re- 
spect to  breeeh-rings;  butjtf  the  guns  so 
removed  on(y  o^|j|^anm^W^kr 
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all.  I  Bfaall*  therafoTOt  leare  the  HoaBO 
to  drav  its  own  conclusion  from  the  state- 
ment  of  the  hon.  Member,  eiaggerated 
as  I  hare  shown  that  statement  to  be. 
Now,  Sir,  the  hon.  Member  spoke  as  if 
onr  armament  constated  entirely  of  68  and 
llO^ponnders,  and  as  if  Goremment  had 
done  and  was  ^ing  nothing  to  proride  Uie 
serviee  with  a  more  efficient  weapon.  But, 
Sir,  the  hon.  Member  must  know,  and  I 
think  Ihe  House  must  also  be  acquainted 
with  the  fact,  that  the  GoTernment  and 
the  Orduauce  Committee  hare  l>een  work- 
ing steadily  with  a  view  to  procuring  for 
the  nary  a  heavier  and  a  more  efficient 
gun.  I  think  it  is  three  years  since  the 
trial  of  the  first  12-ton  gun,  and  fresh 
experiments  and  alterations  have  been 
earned  on  erer  since,  with  the  Tiew  of 
bringing  that  gun  to  perfection.  Nearly  a 
year  ago  a  |^n  of  12  tona'  weight  and 
9  iiufaes  cahbre  was  tried  at  Shoebury- 
ness,  as  referred  to  by  the  hon.  and  gu- 
lant  Member  for  Wakefield  (Sir  John 
Hay),  and  that  gun  gare  satisfaetion  to 
the  Iron  Plate  Committee.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  says  we  ought  to  have 
constructed  a  larger  number  of  those  guns; 
bat,  Sir,  a  considerable  Dumber  of  those 
guns  are  in  course  of  construction  at  this 
Tory  moment.  The  experiments  took 
place  in  June  or  July.  The  Estimates 
had  already  been  roted,  and  we,  therefore, 
had  no  large  sums  which  we  could  spend 
upon  the  construetion  of  these  weapons; 
but  on  finding,  in  August  or  September, 
that  we  had  money  which  could  be  made 
available,  a  certain  number  of  these  guns 
were  put  in  hand  in  anticipation  of  the 
Estimates.  It  wilt  be  my  doty  to  proride 
for  these  gans  in  the  Estimates,  bat  I 
shall  be  Tory  unwilling  to  state  the  number 
which  are  eontemplated,  because  I  faelioTe 
that  it  is  a  practice  which  has  not  been 
adopted  in  this  House,  and  because  I  think 
it  is  unadfisable  to  publish  the  exact  num> 
her  to  the  world.  I  am  ready  to  admit 
that  the  limit  mentioned  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  higher  than  that  to  which  the 
GoTernment  proposed  to  go  this  year;  for 
it  must  be  recollected  that  whatever  the 
opinion  of  the  Iron-plate  Committee  may 
he— and  I  do  not  deny  that  their  opinion 
is  entitled  to  great  weight — that  the  12-ton 
9-incb  gun  is  not  the  only  gun  of  any  value 
for  the  armament  of  iron-plated  ships.  [Sir 
JoHH  Hat  :  lO^-inoh.]  The  gnu  which 
hu  been  refoired  to,  and  which  pro- 
dneed  these  resvlti,  was  the  9-22  inch 
shnnVgnn.    The  Hooh  miut  rendleet, 


however,  that  it  is  not  the  only  gun  wbich 
has  been  found  successful  against  iron 
plates.  The  6-ton  7-inch  calibre,  rifled  on 
the  shunt  principle,  has  been  found  a  most 
efficient  gun  against  iron  plates.  Only  s 
few  weeks  ago  the  gnn  fired  completely 
through  the  vFarrior  taiget,  and  we  are 
engaged  upon  the  construction  of  a  much 
larger  number  of  guns  of  that  calibre. 
That  gun  is  one  which  can  be  easily 
carried  by  ships,  and  there  are  not  in 
the  navy  at  this  moment — and  my  noble 
Friend  will  correct  me  if  I  am  wrong — 
ships  capable  of  carrying  in  great  num- 
bers the  i2-ton  guns.  It  is  true  that  such 
shiptf  are  in  course  of  construction.  We 
are  this  year,  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  Admiralty,  preparing  to 
equip  the  vessels  which  they  propose  to 
fit  out.  I  admit  that  we  are  not  work- 
ing at  high  pressure,  that  we  are  not 

Ereparing  a  stook  of  guns,  and  that  we 
ave  not  all  the  guns  we  should  require 
in  ease  of  war;  but  I  will  give  our  rea- 
sons for  not  employing  any  undue  haste. 
It  is,  I  think,  sMnewhat  hard  upon  the 
Government  that  we  should  be  rebuked 
by  the  Mover  of  thia  Amendment  for 
progressing  with  undue  and  indecent  haste 
in  the  manufacture  of  these  IlO-poundef 
Armetrongs,  and  for  placing  these  guns 
on  board  our  ships  without  sufficient  trial, 
and  that  we  should  then  be  found  fault 
with  by  the  Seconder  for  not  using  celo* 
rity  enough.  We  have  mrtunly  had 
plenty  of  experiments,  and  I  am  inclined 
to  agree  with  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman that  the  12-toD  gun  on  the  coil 
principle  with  a  steel  projectile,  is  a 
most  efficient  weapon.  I  think,  however, 
that  he  would  be  a  rery  bold  man  who 
would  decide  upon  this  question  defini- 
tively in  its  present  stage.  It  is  very 
possible  that,  at  no  lengthened  period,  a 
gun  may  be  constructed  still  better  than 
it.  I  believe,  therefore,  that  we  are 
acting  rightly  in  not  urging  forward  the 
manufacture  of  these  gnus  with  any  un- 
necessary haste.  We  are,  as  I  have  stated, 
making  those  guns  which  the  nary  require 
for  immediate  use,  putting  off  as  long  as 
we  can  the  question  of  providing  an  ample 
stock  for  ships  which  are  to  be  constructed. 
There  is  also  another  reason.  The  House 
ia  aware  thd^  a  Committee  has  been  sit- 
ting for,  I  think,  very  nearly  two  years, 
for  the  purpose  of  inqairing  mto  the  rela- 
tive nerita  of  the  system  of  artillery  in- 
vented by  Sir  William  Arotttcoog  and 
Mr.  Whitirorth.  Th4itilat*yBifQ8d^ 


LewW  BUted  in  the  Home  ibat  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  Govennnent  to  proceed 
butilj  vith  the  manvfactore  of  new  gona 
until  the  qnestion  had  been  decided  by  the 
CoBimtttee.  The  Hoeee  receiTed  that 
atatenent  with  eatiafaetion,  and  it  espe- 
•iallj  met  with  the  approval  of  the  hoa. 
and  ^laot  Gentleman  the  liember  for 
HantiDgdoq  (Qeneral  Peel).  It  mnat  be 
remembered  thai  thia  ml^eet  haa  been 
aompletely  taken  out  of  the  bande  of 
the  Ordoanee  Select  Committee,  beeaaae 
the  CMnnuttee  engaged  in  deeiding  be- 
tween Sir  William  Armstrong  and  Mr. 
Whitworth  bare  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Ordnance  Committee.  I  believe,  bow- 
ever,  that  theae  iaqoiries  are  approach- 
ing a  oonelasion,  and  that  we  shall  soon 
be  Aimished  with  the  resolt.  Although 
I  do  not  imagine  that  the  Committee 
will  deeide  ever;  qoestioa  connected  with 
the  scienee  of  Mtillery  I  think  it  wonM 
be  most  premature  to  embark  verj  largely 
ui  the  maoofactare  of  rifled  guns  either 
on  the  Armatrmg  or  Uie  Whitworth 
principle  until  thnr  Report  is  presented. 
It  may  be  wged  that  wa  eoold  pre- 
pare tbe  giros  and  leave  the  rifling  until 
the  decision  of  the  Committee  is  be- 
fore ns.  This  we  have  done.  We  have 
7-inch  and  9-inch  guns  at  present  in  eonrso 
of  oonstntctioo,  which  we  shall  leave  on- 
finished  until  we  have  the  Report  of  the 
Committee,  when  we  shall  he  able  to  rifle 
them  upon  the  Armstrong,  the  Whitworth, 
the  French  or  any  other  systen  whieb  may 
be  preferred.  Mr.  Whitworth  has,  how- 
oror,  BO  mized  up  his  system  with  the 
eonatruction  that  I  doubt  whether  it  would 
be  satisfactory  to  him  or  to  the  eoontry  to 
rifle  on  bis  plan  «»  of  onr  12-ton  guns  or 
6-too  guns  at  mesent  being  oonstmeted  in 
tbe  factory.  He  wonid  say  that  the  gun 
bad  not  been  eonstmctsd  cf  tbe  right  pro- 
portion and  right  ealibro.  and  the  resolt 
would  probably  neither  be  aatisfactory  to 
the  ceontry  nor  Mr.  Whitworth.  A  great 
many  questions  are  still  open,  for  it  most 
be  remembered  that  the  points  in  dispute 
between  Sir  William  Armstrong  and  Mr, 
Whitworth  include  not  only  rifling,  but 
proper  eonstmction,  weight,  and  other  mat- 
ters. While  BO  many  qneetions  are  still 
open,  and  it  is  likely  that  we  shall  soon 
have  the  benefit  of  the  vast  experience 
which  this  Committee  baa  acquired,  I 
tiiink  it  woald  be  in  the  highest  d^free 
impolitie  and  prematnrs  to  pnweed  with 
nudue  haste  in  tbe  preparation  of  these 
henry  gnna.   It  mast  be  recollected  that 

Th9  Mmrqum  ofSmimgUm 


tbe  eonstmeiion,  to  any  great  extent,  ef 
the  12-ton  guns  reeommeoded  by  the  bon. 
and  gallsnt  Gentleman,  would,  in  case 
they  should  hereafter  be  fooad  onaatiafaa* 
tory,  involve  not  only  tbe  abandonment  of 
all  those  gnns,  and  the  loaa  of  mon^  spent 
upon  them,  bat  would  also  throw  ns  baek 
still  fisrther,  and  make  it  still  more  difi- 
cnlt  for  ns  t»  grt  into  tbe  right  mode  of 
proceeding.  Far  it  mnat  ha  reeolleeted 
that  tbe  number  of  gmm  required  for  om 
navy  is  so  lai^  and  tbe  namber  of  far- 
tresses  to  be  armed  with  the  aanM  kiad  of 
gooB  is  BO  large,  that  it  is  abtdately 
cesBsry  that  whatever  guns  are  ad^tad 
for  the  navy  should  also  be  adopted  fot 
the  armament  of  ear  fortressee,  and  the 
consequent  expenditure  upon  tbe  adapcion 
of  any  particular  system  would  be  immense, 
and  tbereforo  I  thmk  the  House  will  agree 
that  it  ia  impossible  for  ns  to  proceed  too 
cautiously  in  the  matter.  But  is  there 
any  neeoBsity  for  us  to  proeeed  with  vary 
great  haste?  The  hon.  Member  baa  -ata- 
ted  that  the  ships  of  several  nations  are 
better  anned  tlnui  our  ships,  and  be  first 
mentioned  the  Americans.  It  ia  trae  tiuit 
the  Amerieans  bare  larger  gnns  than  we 
hare,  but  I  r«7  mueb  doubt  whether  tbmr 
gnus  are  better  than  ours.  The  hon. 
Member  eonid  not  rely  upon  the  Ameriean 
rifled  guns.  The  rifled  guns  of  America, 
which  we  were  told  last  year  were  bo  tntt- 
eesBful,  bare  turned  out  to  be  the  greatest 
failures  upon  record.  We  hare  it  stated 
laat  winter  in  the  report  of  the  Ameriean 
bureau  of  naval  ordnance,  and  from  other 
official  reports,  that  the  Parrott  gun  is  tlw 
only  rifled  gun  in  their  service,  and  that 
it  is  tbe  best  and  tbe  Amplest  gun  coo- 
stmoted.  How,  we  hare  it  npon  the  an- 
thority  of  Admiral  Porter  that  almost  every 
one  of  these  guns  flred  at  Wilmingtm 
burst ;  and  we  have  it  also  npon  Admiral 
Porter's  authority  that  they  are  utterly 
diBcredited,  and  I  think  it  very  probable 
that  they  will  be  entirely  withdrawn  from 
the  Ameriean  navy.  Therefore,  I  am  jos- 
ttfied  in  saying  that  the  Americans  have 
not  at  this  moment  a  good  rifled  gun  with 
which  to  arm  their  navy.  I  would  Kke  t« 
know  what  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  wouM  say  if  it  cooM  be 
alleged  of  ns  that  we  had  not  any  rifled 
guns  for  onr  navy.  Does  tiie  ben.  Mena- 
her  wish  ns  to  foVowthe  oampleof  An^ 
riea,  and  arm  onr  diips  with  nmtt  gmn, 
almost  all  of  which  hare  burst,  and  aat 
burst  aa  the  Armstrong-,  br-a  ri^riit  fMB* 
ing  or  chink,  bA  ktrft  lAuaPfi^M  « 


maniisr  as  to  ondanger,  if  not  to  dMtray, 
the  lifOB  of  the  ore««  of  the  veuflla  ?  Ai 
to  the  eoormouB  sinooth*bore  guns  with 
whioh  the  Anwrleaiis  era  noir  erming 
themseUee,  I  think  it  b  a  vistelie  to  tnp- 
pose  that  those  guns  ere  verj  moeh  sope- 
rior  to  aaytbing  we  hat ei  We  h«f e  some 
gDiia*  not  fery  many,  perhaps*  but  some 
wrought  iron  gnat  10^  iiieh  ealihre,  12- 
tons'  auMoth-boref  of  the  kind  on  hoard  the 
Mofal  Sovenign,  whieh  are  fully  e^nal  to 
anything  the  Amarieana  possesa.  Those 
gnns  oertaiuly  are  not  of  each  large  calibre 
aa  some  of  the  Aaierican  guns,  out  they 
are  made  of  wrought  iron  instead  of  cast 
iron,  and  bear  a  charge  of  oite-fifth  of  the 
weight  of  the  pmjeotile,  while  tbe  Ameri- 
can guns  have  a  charge  of  only  ose-eiglith 
or  one-tenth  of  the  weight  of  tlie  projectile. 
The  9-inch  smooth-bore- guns,  to  which  the 
I)uke  of  Somerset  referred  in  his  evideBee* 
and  which  the  Admiralty  had  |H«saed  the 
War  Department  to  supply — those  guns, 
it  is  true,  hare  not  been  rery  much  pressed 
on  tlte  aavy ;  but  solely,  I  believe*  because 
officers  of  the  navy  are  heeoming  aware 
that  a  rifled,  gon  of  the  saaw  weight  of 
metal  is  mnoh  moro  naefol  to  them  in  bat- 
tering iron  platea  than  a  amootb-bore. 
The  weight  of  the  gun  and  the  charge  of 
powder  taken  by  these  smooth-bore  9  inch 
guns  justify  the  assertion  that  ihey  are  at 
least  equal  in  power  to  the  10  inch  and 
11-ineh  guns  with  which  the  hon.  Member 
staled,  and,  I  beliere,  correctly  stated,  the 
Amerieana  are  now  arming  their  ships.  I 
mention  these  facta  to  show  that^  eren  at  the 

t resent  momeut,  we  are  not  hopelessly  be- 
ind  America,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 
imply.  And  it  most  be  remembered  that 
the  Amerieam  hare  not  like  ns  been 
in  a  state  tiS  repose,  bat  hsTo  been  in  a 
■tote  of  active  war,  and  therefore  have  not 
been  able  to  eonsider  calmly  whieh  ia  tiie 
beat  gan  for  their  navy.  They  have  been 
for  three  or  four  years  at  war,  employing 
their  navy  to  a  large  eitent,  and  it  would 
be  most  unfair  to  compare  our  naval 
ordnaoee  in  a  state  of  peace  with  the 
American  ordnance.  The  hon.  Member 
also  drew  a  comparison  to  our  dissdvantage 
between  the  French  ordnance  and  oor  own. 
Tbe  information  open  that  subject  is  rather 
T^ne.  I  believe  there  are  very  few  guns 
of  tbe  kind  described  by  the  hon.  Member 
in  the  French  navy.  Those  gnns  are 
about  five  tons  weight,  and  probaUy  with 
Bteel  projeotiloe  th^  might  prodnee  aome 
•fibet  at  abort  raagea  spea  an  iron  target 
Bnt  I  A>  not  bflkra  at  thia  mouont  they 


have  more  gnna  of  that  kind  than  w*  have 
of  guns  of  heavier  weight,  I  believe  the 
officers  of  the  French  navy  are  more  dis< 
satisGed  with  their  ordoanee  than  our 
officers  are  with  our  guns ;  and  I  also  be- 
lieve  that  the  Frenoh  have  not  yet  made 
op  their  minds  as  to  what  is  the  proper 
gun  to  adopt  for  the  navy.  Thorefore,  aa 
lar  aa  the  Frenoh  are  concerned,  there  if 
no  reason  fisr  na  to  be  alarmed.  The  hm. 
11  ember  seems  to  know  a  good  deal  about 
the  armament  of  the  Raaaian  nary,  I 
always  thought  it  was  a  very  diffienlt 
matter  to  obtain  aoenrato  details  connected 
with  the  Rossisn  army  or  navy.  Tbe 
Russians  are  not  so  communicative  as  to 
their  eiperimeuts,  or  the  stato  of  their 
preparations,  as  we  are.  It  is  quite  po8« 
sible  that  the  Russian  Government  have 
ordered  swne  guns  from  Captain  Blakely. 
It  is  not  a  faeti  aa  was  stated  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  no  trial  of  Captain 
Blakely's  guns  has  ever  been  made  by 
the  British  Government.  Captmn  Blakely 
offered  them  a  gun  ;  it  was  aoeepted,  and 
it  was  proved,  but  it  barat  in  me  proof. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  ia  any  proof  <tf 
the  inferitMity  <tf  Captoin  Blakely's  gnns, 
because  he  baa  unce  slated  to  ua  that  the 
gun  in  question  was  one  his  third-rato 
guns.  It  ia  true  that  Captain  Blakely's 
first-rate  guns  have  not  been  aoeepted, 
because  they  are  so  eipensive,  and,  judging 
from  his  own  description  of  bis  guns,  and 
onr  own  knowledge  of  what  can  he  per- 
formed by  guns  oi  a  cheaper  construction 
manufaetured  by  us,  they  are  not  worth 
the  eoet  of  the  experiment.  But  I  be> 
lieve  the  Russians  have  also  got  some 
Prussian  gana,  but  I  doubt  whether  the 
information  of  tbe  hon.  Gentleman  ia  ab- 
solutely eorreot.  In  spito  of  ^e  nenc^ 
observed  ^y  tbe  Snasian  Government,  it  u 
known  Aat  two  of  KroppV  gnna  hare 
burst  at  St,  Fetersborg,  and  burst  in 
such  a  manner  aa  to  eause  ooBHderaUe 
damage  and  lose  of  life.  All  these  thinga 
should  be  considered,  and  it  most  be  re- 
membered that  in  all  the  fulures  of  the 
Armstrong  guns,  there  has,  as  far  as  I  am 
aware,  been  no  kws  of  life.  Steel  may  be 
a  very  excellent  natorial,  well  adapted,  in 
some  respects,  for  tbe  mannhotnre  ef  guns  ; 
but  it  must,  at  the  aame  time,  be  borne 
in  mind  that  as  to  the  probabilities  of 
bursting  it  is  a  most  daogerona  material. 
The  borsting  of  a  ateal  goo  ia  mora  daa- 
geroua  than  that  of  a  eaat  iron  gnn,  aud 
the  wrought  iron  gnaa  aow  manow«»"<^ 
oa  tbe  coU  priaei^DiiV»9b  if  (a9t:Pd9<C 
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enough  for  the  chan^,  do  not  bnrst,  hot 
nmply  exhibit  a  Saiw,  withoat  caosing 
injarjr  to  any  one.  I  do  not  belioTe  that 
anj  State  is  m  ftr  a  head  of  us  as  to 
require  the  Oofemment  to  repeat  the 
error — if  error  it  wai — that  was  made  by 
the  Gormiinent  when  tiiey  proceeded  in 
inch  a  haste  to  manofaetDre  llO-poonder 
rifled  guns.  I  do  not  beliere  that  any 
country  has  mnoh  the  atart  of  as,  I  he 
liere  that  eren  in  respeot  of  the  guns  we 
hare  in  store,  and  the  gone  we  hare  on 
board  oar  ships,  we  are  equal  to  any 
State.  If  the  Russians  are  ahead  of  us, 
it  is  but  by  a  rery  small  number  of  gans, 
and  then  it  mast  be  remembered  that  we 
hare  in  this  country,  in  case  of  war,  the 
power  of  manafaoturing  guns  of  this  kind 
at  a  very  much  faster  rate  than  any  other 
country,  although  there  is  no  doobt  that 
wrought  iron  guns  do  require  longer  time 
for  their  construction.  We  are  gobg  to 
make  tlus  year  in  the  factories  as  many 
of  the  12  and  6*ton  gnus  as  can  he  pro- 
duced withoat  working  overtime,  and  if 
any  sudden  emergency  were  to  arise  we 
ihonld  be  able  to  dooble  thai  by  working 
overtime  and  ealling  on  an  extra  namher 
of  hands.  The  Blswick  factory,  too,  I 
am  able  to  say,  could  produce  about  two* 
thirds  of  the  namher  we  could  produce  at 
Woolwich.  Mr.  Wbitwortb,  though  he 
does  not  work  on  the  coil  principle,  would 
be  able  to  produce  guns  of  considerable 
strength,  and  there  are  other  establish- 
ments in  the  country  which,  if  the  pres- 
sure of  an  argent  necessity  were  to 
come  upon  us,  would  be  able  to  torn  ont 
heavy  guns  in  almost  any  nambem  we 
might  reqdre.  With  these  resources  at 
oar  disposal,  it  would  be  most  unwise  if  we 
were  to  encumber  oarselves  with  a  large 
number  of  guns  which  however  well  we 
nuy  tlunk  of  them  now  might  eventoally 
not  tarn  out  to  be  sveeessfnl.  There  are 
many  questions  with  regard  to  rifling  and 
conatraotion  still  undecided.  The  history 
of  tbe  12-ton  gun  has  shown  that  we  are 
improving  the  eonstmction  of  our  large 
guns  from  day  to  day.  We  are  at  present 
constructing  as  many  guns  as  the  navy 
actually  requires,  and  if  we  are  not  pro* 
Tiding  guns  against  an  emergency  we  do 
not  anticipate,  it  is  beeaase  we  do  not  be- 
lieve that  other  countries  are  in  that 
forward  state  as  to  warrant  tbat  haste  on 
oar  {wrt,  and  beeaase  I  bdieve  we  have 
supenor  powers  of  anniw  our  navy  whieh 
they  do  not  poaiess.  I  hope  therefore 
thM»  fiv  these  reasons,  and  bdieving  as 
2X<  Uarqttm  ofSminifhh 


I  do  that  it  will  have  no  practical  utility, 
the  Honse  will  not  accede  to  the  Motion 
for  the  Committee.  So  far  from  its  fseili- 
tating  tbe  professed  objeet  in  view  I  be- 
lieve it  will  retard  it  rarat  least  another 
you*. 

Gexkeal  PBBL  :  I  trust  my  boo. 
Friend  will  not  think  it  noeessary  to  move 
for  a  Committee  ;  for,  in  tbe  first  jiUee,  it 
can  require  no  Committee  to  deeide  thai 
Her  Majesty's  ships  are  not  armed  with 
guns  suited  to  the  necessities  of  modm 
warfare.  So  &r  as  tbat  point  goes  we 
need  no  Committee  to  deeide  it ;  and 
as  to  deciding  what  the  armament  of 
war  ships  ought  to  be,  I,  for  one,  should 
be  most  opposed  to  any  Committee  of  this 
House  giving  an  opinion  on  the  poinL 
Now,  no  responsibility  can  attach  to  me 
in  anything  connected  with  the  question 
now  before  tbe  House,  exeept  tbat  portion 
of  it  which  tbe  noble  Lord  has  not  snf- 
floiently  eiplained — tbe  oonsUtntion  of  the 
Ordnance  Select  Committee.  As  br  as 
the  armament  of  the  navy  ia  eoneemed, 
nnther  myself  nw  any  Membw  of  Lord 
Derby's  Govemment  is  respoanUe  for  the 
adoption  ni  the  Armstrong  gen  as  a  naval 
gun.  nor  was  a  new  navM  gon  of  any  sort 
or  kind  ordered  during  that  Administration. 
Lord  Derby's  letter,  which  was  made  an 
official  document,  requested  tbat  no  gun 
of  a  larger  calibre  than  the  field  gon 
adopted  for  field  senrice  in  the  army  should 
he  made  without  further  trial :  in  ftwt, 
that  there  ^onld  be  earefnl  trials  before 
any  laige  gon  was  adopted.  We,  there- 
fore, eannot  he  responsible  for  the  naval 
gun.  The  only  large  gon  ordered  I 
believe  was  a  TO-ponndw,  which  the 
Admiralty  requested  might  be  fomisbed 
them  for  experiment.  The  bon.  Gen- 
tleman behind  me  has  made  some  re- 
marks with  regard  to  the  Ordnance  Select 
Committee  which  lias  somewhat  sanrisei 
me.  He  said  the  Members  of  the  Select 
Committee  were  themselves  mannfacturen 
and  inventors.  Why,  the  very  object  of 
appointing  that  Committee  was  thai  there 
sbonld  be  no  manufacturers  or  inventors 
on  it.  The  great  complaint  against  the 
old  Committee  was  that  several  Members 
of  it  were  in  the  habit  of  pressing  inven- 
tions of  their  own.  The  object  of  appoint* 
ing  the  present  Select  Committee  was  that 
there  should  be  no  inventors  on  it,  and  if 
there  have  been  it  is  in  direct  t^^MiutiML 
to  the  spirit  of  the  apptnntmuit.  [Mr. 
H.  Baolib:  There  have^'beea  invMitors 
on  it.]  Mj  hoB,Pliria«d>y|ji9«P'^^ic^Mt 


998  Jfay  AnmnmU^SM  lUm 


3,  18661       CommitiM  wmsiM' 


reovr  to  tbe  old  st«t«  of  things  tnd  he 
ii  snre  that  saeh  men  as  me  Buke  of 

WelliDgtOD,  Sir  George  Murray,  and  other 
distinguished  Masters  General  of  the 
Ordnance,  if  thej  had  been  at  the  head  of 
the  Board  of  Ordnance  would  never  have 
sheltered  thenoBelres  under  the  ad?ice  of  a 
Committee.  But  there  alwajs  has  been 
an  Ordnance  Select  Committee,  though 
diffierentlj  constituted,  and  the  only  change 
was  that  we  aeleoted  men  whoae  whole 
time  could  be  defoled  to  the  duties,  and 
who  were  not  merely  e»  o^Ecio  members. 
That  was  the  case  with  the  old  Select 
Committee.  They  had  had  rifled  guna 
before  them  for  at  leaat  tfarm  or  four 
years,  and  they  nerer  eonld  agree  which 
was  the  beat.  The  firat  thing  we  had  to 
do  was  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  decide 
which  was  the  best  of  the  guns  which  had 
already  been  bronglit  forward.  I  have 
always  maintained  that  the  Secretary  for 
War  is  not  rcsponaible  for  the  guns  of 
the  na*y.  [An  hon.  Meubbb  ;  Who  is, 
then  ?]  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
of  course.  It  is  perfectly  impoasible  for 
the  Secretary  for  War  to  decide  which 
are  the  best  naval  guns.  It  is  on  board 
ship  that  their  merits  have  to  be  decided, 
and  what  opportunity  has  the  Secretary 
for  War  for  such  decision?  His  duty  is 
to  supply  guns  of  the  pattern  which  the 
First  Lord  aends  him  ;  he  eannot  try 
whether  they  are  the  best.  They  may 
he  the  beak  gnns  for  field  service,  and 
yet  not  suitable  for  the  navy,  as  appears 
.  to  be  tlie  case  in  this  instance.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  has  quite  as 
good  an  opportunity  as  any  Member  of 
this  House  for  knowing  what  guns  the 
Russians,  Americans,  or  other  services 
may  have.  He  has  nothing  to  do  but  to 
order  the  Secretary  for  War  to  make  and 
send  him  any  gun  be  may  approve  for 
trial,  and  if  he  approves  it  then  the  Se- 
cretary for  War  must  supply  him  with  as 
many  as  he  wants.  I  objeet  to  the  Com- 
mittee, therefore,  for  two  reasons.  I  do 
not  see  that  a  Committee  ia  needed  to 
doeide,  what  ia  admitted,  that  the  navy 
is  not  properly  armol ;  neither  do  I  think 
that  the  Members  of  this  House  are  fit 
and  proper  persons  to  give  an  opinion  as 
to  what  is  the  best  naval  gun.  Notwith- 
Btauding  all  my  hon.  Friend  has  said  aa 
to  the  Ordnance  Select  Committee.  I 
would  rather  take  the  opinion  of  one  of 
ita  membera  on  such  a  matter  than  of 
any  Committee  which  this  House  could 
appoint. 

VOL.  CLXXVIL   [THUto  suues.] 


Mr.  BBNTIMCK  said,  he  waa  rwj 
anxioaa  briefly  to  state  the  gronnda  upon 
which  he  should  support  the  Motion,  aa 
his  hon.  Friend  had  stated  he  ahould  go 
to  a  division.  His  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  H. 
Baillie),  in  his  clear  and  able  statement, 
had  put  the  question  before  the  House  in 
a  most  intelligible  manner,  and  it  rested 
upon  the  point  whether  Her  Majesty'a 
ships  were  or  were  not  at  the  present 
moment  furnished  with  the  best  description 
of  gun  that  could  be  procured.  It  waa 
impoasiUe  to  conceive  a  question  of  greater 
importance;  and  thoogh  he  was  not  going 
to  offer  an  opinion  n^n  it,  he  was  bound 
to  say,  after  having  listened  to  the  apeeeh 
of  the  noble  Harqnesathe  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War(the  Harqnesa  of  Harting- 
ton),  that  he  had  not  hewd  from  him  any 
answer  to  what  he  conceived  was  the  gist 
of  the  question,  or  any  reason  assigned 
why  the  Committee  should  not  be  appoint- 
ed. His  noble  Friend  had  complained  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Inverness  had  made 
various  complaiota  without  suggesting  a 
remedy  for  the  evils  of  which  he  com- 
plained; bat,  if  after  stating  what  he  con- 
sidered to  be  the  grievances  of  which  he 
had  to  complain,  and  the  laebea  on  the 

Eart  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  not 
aving  procured  the  best  guns  for  the  navy, 
he  had  taken  upon  himself  to  state  what 
was  to  be  the  remedy,  he  would  hare  gone 
beyond  the  position  of  an  independent 
Member  of  that  Hoaae;  and,  tlieref<H«,  ne 
(Mr.  BenCinok)  did  not  consider  the  noble 
Marquess  had  any  right  to  make  aaeh  a 
complaint  against  the  hon.  Member  for 
Inverness.  The  noble  Marquess  had  said 
nothing  in  answer  to  the  reasons  urged  by 
the  hon.  Member  with  reference  to  the  in- 
efficient armament  of  the  navy,  or  why  the 
Committee  should  not  be  appointed.  The 
noble  Marquess  had,  however,  stated  that 
a  Committee  was  lately  appointed.  That 
was  perfectly  true,  but  it  had  been  shown 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  that  not  one  of 
their  valuable  suggestions  had  been  adopt- 
ed. The  prineipTe  of  going  into  questions 
of  this  kind  by  meana  of  a  Committee 
having  been  established,  the  House  was 
bouoo  in  juatiee  to  itaelf,  and  alao  to  that 
Committee  which  had  made  reeommenda- 
ttona  of  grave  importance  on  a  matter  of 
this  kind,  to  know  upon  what  gronnda  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  thought  fit  to 
reject  those  reoommendations.  He  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Hantingdon  (General  Feel) 
that  a  Committee  w^gi^oy|e(g^t,p^^ 
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treating  thU  and  kindred  Bnbjects;  bot  tbe 
principle  hafing  been  once  adopted  be 
contended  tbat  the  House  was  bound  to 
kaoir  wbj  Her  Majesty's  OoTeroment  bad 
not  dealt  witb  the  recommendations  of  that 
Committee,  and,  tberefore,  he  thougbt  that 
any  objection  to  the  appointment  of  another 
Committee  fell  to  the  groand.  Had  they  or 
had  they  not  the  beat  possible  gan  that  coald 
be  proenred  forthenarrf  How,  so  for  as 
he  eonld  galhw  from  what  the  noble  Har- 
ODesa  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  had  uid,  he  imderatood  the  noble 
UarquesB  to  admit  that  Russia  was  ahead 
of  us  in  point  of  guns  which  he  (Mr. 
Bentinck)  ventured  to  tbiuk  was  in 
itself  a  most  alarming  admission ;  and 
if  that  were  so  he  thought  the  country 
wonid  be  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  most 
unsatisfactory  state  of  things.  He  did  not 
think  this  country  should  rest  satisfied  if 
any  other  country  was  ahead  of  us  in 
oninance.  If  we  were  in  this  pontion  of 
inferiority  the  cause  was  that  which  waa  at 
the  root  of  all  eril  in  the  management  of 
our  national  affairs — a  misplaoed  aod  an 
ill-timed  economy.  He  beliefed  it  waa  on 
the  score  of  eipense  Uiat  the  BUkel;  gun 
waa  not  adopted;  and  he  was  very  much 
afraid — though  it  did  not  appear  on  that 
occasion — that  it  was  the  cloren  foot  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  which  peeped  out  nnder  the 
mantle  of  economy  which  bad  been  worn 
by  his  noble  Friend — that  was  the  root  of 
u\  the  mischief.  The  noble  Marquess  pro* 
posed  to  remedy  the  eril  by  working  OTer- 
time  in  case  of  emergeooy;  but  was  he  or 
the  Honae  aware  of  the  millions  that  bad 
already  been  wasted  in  working  orertime 
in  cases  of  emergency?  And  he  asked 
his  noble  Friend  whether  he  told  the  Honae 
on  behalf  of  the  Qovemment,  that,  not- 
withstanding the  preseet  aspect  of  affaira 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlaotie,  they  did 
not  eontemnkte  (he  poasilnlity  of  hostili- 
tiea.  He  shoDld  like  reiy  mneh  to  hear 
whether  some  more  responuble  Minister  of 
the  OoTernment  would  bear  out  the  noble 
Marquess  in  the  belief  that  the  OoTem- 
ment  were  justified  in  leariog  the  nary,  by 
their  own  admission,  in  an  inferior  state  to 
that  of  other  countnes>  with  the  intention 
of  working  it  op  by  double  time  when 
an  emergency  occorrad,  but  which  they 
took  upon  tbemselTes  to  say  they  did  not 
eontemplate  under  present  circumstances. 
In  the  course  of  one  of  the  most  important 
and  portentous,  thongh  brief  debates  which 
took  place  a  fbw  nighta  doce  in  the  other 


House  of  Parliament,  it  was  admitted  tiiat 
our  relations  witb  the  eoanttj  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantto  were  not  of  a  Tery 
amicable  character,  and  that  great  ill-feel- 
ing and  hostility  existed  there  towarda 
England,  and  a  probable  mode  of  aggreeuon 
was  stated  ;  and  it  was  admitted  by  tboae 
who  held  the  most  influential  poutiooa  on 
both  sides  of  the  other  House  that  the 
honoor  of  England  was  bound  np  in  defend- 
ing Oaiwda  from  any  act  of  aggresMon  oa 
the  part  of  the  Northern  Statea.  That 
being  so  would  Her  Majesty's  Goremment. 
under  the  circumatancea,  inform  the  House 
of  Commons  that  this  was  a  time  when 
they  could  leave  the  navy  in  a  oonditioD 
inferior  to  other  countries,  and  that  they 
intended  when  the  emei^ucy  which  they 
did  not  anticipate  occurred  to  make  it  op 
by  working  double  time?  It  was  one  m 
the  most  marrellona  and  monstrous  stat^ 
menta  that  had  ever  been  made  to  the 
House ;  and  was  there,  be  asked,  no  com- 
munity of  action  or  general  uuderstanding 
between  the  different  Members  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's GoTeroment  f  Judging  from  what 
had  been  so  reemtly  stated  in  both  Honsea 
of  Parliament,  would  any  hen.  Member,  he 
asked,  say  under  the  eirenmstances  that  no 
emergency  conld  be  contemplated,  and  that 
it  was  within  the  limits  of  pmdenee  and 
common  sense  te  allow  the  navy  to  remain 
a  day  or  an  hour  other  than  in  the  most 
perfect  condition  to  which  money  could 
bring  it ;  because  he  ventured  to  say,  aod 
it  was  no  use  blinking  the  question,  that 
if  unfortunately  we  were  to  find  ouraelvea 
in  a  state  of  hostility  with  the  Northern 
States  of  America  the  battle  must  be  fon|ht 
at  sea.  He  would  not  go  into  the  qoeaticii 
whether  it  waa  right  or  wrong  to  keep  our 
military  armaments  in  their  present  state, 
but  soeh  waa  their  condition  Uiat  be  did 
not  think  they  eonld  contend  with  the 
Nordiem  States  on  the  frontiera  trf  Caoada, 
and  he  did  not  tbink  hia  noble  Friend 
would  deny  it.  All  great  struggles  between 
commercial  countries,  especially  were  de- 
termined not  by  victories  but  by  the  pro- 
cess of  exhaustion,  and  if  this  eonntry 
were  to  find  herself  at  war  with  the  North- 
em  States  it  would  only  be  by  commercial 
exhaustion  that  the  struggle  would  be  de- 
cided. The  excuse  of  economy  made  by 
bis  noble  Friend  was  an  argument  strongly 
in  favour  of  the  Committee,  and,  if  ap- 
pointed, he  hoped  the  first  thing  to  which 
they  would  direct  th«r  attentron  would  be 
how  far  the  prinople  of  mistaken,  ill-adriaed 
eoonomy  had  led  Hei^jeBty'a  QMigA^t 
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not  to  provide  the  oar;  with  the  best  de- 
soriptioR  of  armament  they  were  able  to 
find.  He  abonld  go  to  a  diTiiion  with  great 
pleaBore. 

Sib  FRBDERIC  SMITH  was  of  opi- 
nion that  his  hoD.  Friend  who  had  intror 
duoed  tliis  question  had  laid  before  them 
a  very  simple  issue,  and  that  the  House 
was  indebted  to  htm  for  the  part  he  was 
taking  in  the  matter.  The  question  the 
House  bad  to  consider  was  whether  our 
ships  were  armed  as  they  ought  to  be  for 
modern  warfare ;  and  he  hoped  his  noble 
Friend  the  Seerelaiy  to  the  Admiralty 
wonld  be  able  to  elear  np  (he  doabt  that 
•listed  on  that  punt   From  all  the  ex- 

reriments  which  bad  been  tried  at  Shoe- 
uryness  it  appeared  to  him  that  our 
armour-plating  was  not  efficient  for  the 
defence  of  our  ships  against  the  fire  of  the 
heaviest  artillery,  and  that  our  guns  now 
in  use  were  ioBufficient  to  contend  with  the 
heavy  guns  which  they  vrould  have  to  be 
opposed  to  if  we  went  to  war.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Wakefield  (Sir 
John  Haj)  had  said  troly — and  there  was 
no  higher  authority — that  such  were  the 
tbiokness  and  strength  of  the  plates,  we 
should  require  to  use  a  charge  nearly  one- 
third  tho  weight  of  the  ahot  to  penetrate 
the  thick  plates  with  whieli  ships  would  be 
protected.  If  we  had  not  12-ton  guns,  he 
beUeved  we  had  not  the  armament  we 
required.  If  we  required  guns  of  that 
weight  of  metal,  and  if  we  had  them,  he 
knew  no  reason  why  the  fact  should  not  be 
stated  publicly  in  that  House  and  before  a 
Committee.  If  we  had  them  not  in  use, 
the  Department  represented  in  that  House 
by  bis  noble  Friend  (Lord  Clarence  Paget) 
should  aak  the  Ordnance  Department  to 
supply  them.  Let  them  not  wait  for  those 
guns  till  we  were  at  war.  This  country  had 
shown  hwself  nob  enon^  to  throw  away 
money  in  varioua  waya ;  out  it  would  not 
be  throwing  away  money  to  provide  ^oae 

Snns,  even  should  better  ones  be  discovered 
ereafter.  We  should  proeore  gnus  suited 
to  the  period;  and  if  these  ahould  be  super- 
aeded  by  other  gnns,  they  could  be  altered 
or  new  ones  procured  in  their  stead — this 
vraa  the  paramount  duty  of  the  Qovernment. 
When  the  first  Armstrong  guns  were  no 
longer  thought  to  be  suited  to  the  require- 
ments  of  the  times,  we  got  other  guns ; 
hut  he  believed  that  other  Powers  had 
guns  as  good  as  or  better  than  ours.  We 
ought  to  have  the  best  guns.  We  could 
aBiiwd  to  have  them.  number  of  our 
gona  £w  our  militafj  poi^Nuea  night  be 


small  in  number  ;  but,  as  to  our  navy,  wo 
muBt  have  enough  of  efficient  guns  for  the 
whole  fleet.  There  was  no  use  in  sending 
ships  to  sea  if  they  were  inefficiently 
manned  or  armed.  It  was  necessary  that 
our  armaments  should  be  equal  to  the 
object  which  we  had  in  view,  and  that,  he 
would  venture  to  say,  was  not  the  case  at 
the  present  moment.  No  one  could,  there- 
fore, look  forward  without  apprehension  to 
the  result  in  the  event  of  the  breaking  out 
of  a  audden  war.  He  hoped  the  noble 
Lord  bad  reeogniied  the  necessity  of  giving 
up  the  broadside  prioeiple.  If  so,  the 
sooner  he  earned  ont  the  rival  system  the 
better.  It  was  clear  that  if  they  eoul4 
not  carry  heavy  guns  on  the  broadside 
principle,  that  system  must  be  abandoned. 
It  would  be  satisfactory  if  the  noble  Lord 
wonld  inform  the  House  whether  Captain 
Shernrd  Osborn  bad  not  reported  that  the 
Royal  Sovereign  was  the  finest  ship  of 
war  he  ever  was  on  board  of,  whether  he 
did  not  think  she  was  able  to  fight  any 
ship  in  the  Channel  fleet,  including  the  War- 
rior— that  she  was  very  fast,  that  she  had 
very  few  defects,  and  that  any  defects  she 
had  were  inherent  to  her  construction  and 
not  doe  to  the  turret  principle.  She  did 
marvels.  She  was  a  very  good  sea  boat— 
and,  considering  what  was  the  state  of  her 
bulwarks,  not  very  wet.  She  rolled  only 
11  degrees  on  either  side,  which  said  a 
great  deal  for  a  vessel  so  constructed. 
Who  was  to  blame  for  the  defects  in  her 
construction  ?  But,  passing  from  that  sub- 
ject to  the  speech  of  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Inverness,  he  must  be  allowed 
to  say  on  behalf  of  the  Ordnance  Select 
Committee~on  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
seemed  to  have  made  somewhat  of  an  attack 
— that  it  was  composed  of  men  of  the  high- 
est talent  and  industry,  who  devoted  the  ut- 
most atteution  to  the  diBohar|^  of  their  aN 
duous  uid  oneroiiB  dutiei.  His  hon.  Friend 
said  they  were  manufaatnrersp  but  that 
was  not  the  fact.  luventora  aome  of  them 
might  be.  but  the  moment  a  man  became 
one  he  was  always  removed.  A  more  pure 
and  independent  Committee,  he  believed, 
never  existed.  His  hon.  Friend  had  also 
stated  that  the  French  corps  of  Engineers 
and  Artillery  were  the  best  in  the  world. 
Being  an  engineer  himself  he  should  say 
nothing  as  to  the  merits  of  that  body,  but 
he  was  prepared  to  maintain,  in  opposition 
to  his  hwi.  Friend,  that,  so  far  from  the 
Royal  Artillery  being  inferior  to  the  French, 
there  was  no  artillery  in  the  world  supe- 
rior to  that  of  her  Mfty?ffJjb>?^S0<!9#et 
2  E  3  ^ 
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of  eoarage,  Uleot,  and  devotion  to  their 
duties.  But  to  return  to  the  quoBtion  of 
gnna,  nohodj,  he  thought,  who  had  eza- 
mined  the  reports  of  the  experiments  which 
toflic  pkee  at  Shoeborf  ness  coold  fail  to 
hare  pereeiTod  the  great  value  of  having  a 
heavy  gun  and  a  high  Telocity.  The  mo* 
ment  yoa  ineraaBe  &e  eharge  yon  obtain 
a  great  effeet  upon  the  target.  Too  miut 
get  gans  bo  heavy  that  th^  would  tahe  a 
eharge  of  powder  equal  to  a  tiiird  of  the 
shot^  weight.  The  sooner  they  got  those 
armamenta  the  better ;  there  was  not  a 
day  to  be  lost.  They  were  talking  of  in- 
creasing  the  fortifications  in  CanatM.  As 
Bnglishmen  thej  were  bound  to  do  their 
best  to  protect  Canada,  but,  in  his  opinion, 
that  country  was  doomed  unless  prompt 
and  strenuooB  efforts  were  made  for  its 
security  by  a  good  organization  of  its 
militia  as  well  as  by  well  placed  and  eare- 
fnllr  oonstmeted  worka  of  defbnee.  He 
iriwed  to  know,  in  eoDoInsion,  whether 
any  gun  bad  been  deeided  on,  and  was 
bdng  prepared  for  the  defence  of  the 
Lakes  by  the  naral  serTice;  and,  if  so,  whe- 
ther  it  was  of  a  large  calibre  f  If  the  noble 
Lord  told  them  that  the  navy  was  properly 
armed,  there  would  be  no  occanon  for  the 
Committee  moved  for. 

Ub.  FEAGOCKE  was  of  opinion  that 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  luTerness 
had  made  out  a  good  case  in  support  of 
his  Uotion.  He  bad  told  the  House  that 
V  the  nary  was  not  properly  armed,  and  the 
Under  Secretary  n>r  War  had  not  ventured 
to  say  that  it  was.  Was  it  not,  he  wonid 
ask,  under  those  ciroomstances,  within  the 
province  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  in- 

Juire  into  the  subject,  and  the  dnty  of  hon. 
[embers  to  see  that  the  Executive  per- 
formed its  duty  with  respect  to  it  t  One 
of  the  qneatioDB  which  had  been  raised  in 
the  conrsB  of  the  discussion  was  who  was 
rasponuble  for  the  guns  which  were  issued 
to  ttie  navy  t  And  that  question  had  been 
answered  by  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
the  Member  for  Huntingdon  (General  Feel), 
who  said  that  the  responsibility  rested  upon 
the  Bhonlders  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  state- 
ment of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
(the  Duke  of  Sraaerset)  before  the  Com- 
mittee was  — 

"  AU  w«  oan  do  is  to  send  to  the  War  Depsrt- 
uoit  and  mf  what  gons  we  think  we  want ;  bat 
in  the  mm  0/  any  new  gun  we  mart  rest  entirely 
on  the  Wtr  Department  ibr  an  o^nkm  irith  »• 
gard  to  Uiat  new  gun." 

Now,  was  it  fitUng  that  whea  the  navy  ve- 
8ir  Fnime  Smith 


quired  a  gen  quite  different  from  that  which 
might  be  necessary  for  the  army,  it  should 
be  left  dependent  in  the  matter  on  the 
judgment  <rf  the  War  Office.  It  must  alao 
be  borne  in  mmd  that  the  Committee  by 
wbieh  gons  were  provided  for  the  mivy 
was  composed,  with  the  exception  of  one 
gentleman,  exelnsivdy  of  military  men : 
thwe  was  only  (me  nanl  man  on  we  Com- 
mittee ;  the  natural  consequence  of  oonrse, 
being,  that  the  ffons  ^tribnted  to  the 
navy  wwe  found  to  be  almost  entirely 
useless.  Then,  in  the  case  of  the  light 
Armstrong  gun  for  the  army,  the  fact  ap- 
peared to  be  that  it  had  been  bo  little 
tested  that  when,  in  1862,  after  it  had 
been  served  out  to  the  army  for  service,  it 
was  thought  desirable  to  try  it  by  means 
of  a  system  of  rapid  firing,  the  result  of 
the  experiment  which  was  carried  on  at 
Shomchffe  was  that  ont  of  two  batteries  of 
twelve  guns  six  were  returned  as  unfit  for 
service.  The  noble  Marquess  opposite,  he 
might  add,  bad  stated  that  some  guna 
were  being  made ;  hot  he  should  like  to 
kliow  whether  there  were  more  being  made 
than  twenty'sixof  9-inch  bore  and  IS^tona 
weight  for  naval  purposes.    He  adted  that 

Soestion  because  the  on  W  guns  which  could 
e  eonsidered  really  efficient  were  those 
which  were  capable  of  piercing  the  sides  of 
the  Warrior,  and  to  do  that  they  must 
carry  35tb.  of  powder.  He  believed  they 
were  making  guns  of  6i  and  7-inch  bore, 
which  would  be  utterly  inefficient  for  that 
purpose.  But  while  we  were  proceeding  at 
our  present  rate,  the  Americans  were  con- 
structing a  10-inch  solid  shot  gun,  carry- 
ing a  minimum  charge  of  301b.,  and  a  maxi- 
mum of  50ib.  of  powder.  They  were  also 
constructing  a  naval  gun  of  15-ineb  bore, 
19  tons  weight,  carrying  a  minimum  charge 
of  35Ib.  of  powder,andamaximumof501b., 
and  eanring  shot  of  4201b.  weight.  What, 
he  wonra  aak,  wider  these  oirenmstaoeea, 
would  be  the  portion  of  our  navy,  if  we 
were  now  compelled  to  meet  the  Amerieau 
navy  armed  with  guns  of  that  description  % 
The  noble  Marquess  opposite  had  thought 
proper  to  allude  to  the  Report  of  the  Ord- 
nance Department  of  the  United  States,  to 
show  that  their  gons  were  failures,  and  he 
quoted  it  as  if  the  Report  was  opposed  to 
the  views  of  his  gallant  Friend  behind  him ; 
but  he  found  at  page  34  of  the  Report  a 
statement  by  which  those  views  were  fidly 
borne  out  That  atat«nent  was  aa  fbl- 
lon ; — 

"  I  am  satisfied  that  most,  if  Bot^  the  seripiis 
daBy«esbs:(the  ifbeldiptibj«fMi@gf^ 
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oanted  tho  Iff-inoh  from  this  vesMl.  There  oaa  be 
no  doubt  that  her  flre  compelled  the  Temneuee'i 
eomnder,  asd  perhajw  MTed.  the  eDtire  fleet  of 
wooden  reteeli  mun  deitoaotion ;  thna  »g«in  rin- 
dieaUng  tbe  jndgmmt  wbieb  added  tbia  peooliar 
olaai  of  TOHelfl  to  our  utj  liit,  and  placed  on 
board  of  them  tbe  powwfiil  pmiirlUiintioh  they 
•reamed." 

Now  that  extract  afibrdedp  he  thought,  a 
most  complete  TiDdroation  of  the  Tiews  en- 
tertaioed  ej  lue  hon.  and  gallant  Friend. 
But  there  wu  another  circnmetance  to 
vhich  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  the  Admi- 
ralty,  and  in  reference  to  which  be  chal- 
lenged a  denial  on  bis  part.    A  French 

fan  of  7\  tons  and  7  inches  hore,  shot 
101b.,  powder  charge  251b.,  was  tried 
about  a  fortnight  ago  ;  the  English  shant 
Armstrong,  latest  improTcd,  *J\  tons,  bore 
7  inches,  shot  llOIb.,  powder  charge 251b,, 
was  also  tried,  and  tbe  result  was  that  the 
French  guns  showed  rather  greater  aceu- 
ncj,  loMed  much  easier,  and  gare  a  better 
range— w  Uiat  the  gun  on  which  we  at 
the  present  moment  relied  was  in  every 
respect  inferior  to  tbe  French. '  Any  gentle- 
man  going  into  tbe  mnseum  and  inspecting 
(he  model  of  the  shont  gun  must  see  that, 
to  any  ordinary  mind,  its  management 
would  be  attended  with  great  difficulty.  It 
required  the  most  delicate  manipulation, 
and  be  had  been  told  that  in  recent 
trials  the  shot  had  stuck  half-way,  and 
it  had  been  necessary  to  send  for  an 
armourer  to  drive  home  the  cbarce.  If 
this  occurred  on  board  the  Eiccewni,  in 
smooth  water,  and  at  mere  gunnery  trials, 
what  might  not  be  eipected  to  occur  in 
action  when  men  grew  excited  ?  He  be- 
lieved that  before  the  action  had  lasted  an 
hour  half  the  guns  wouldjhave  become  in- 
capable of  nrther  service.  In  mdriog 
these  remarks  he  had  no  individual  feeling 
in  favour  of  any  of  tbe  inventors ;  his  only 
wish  was  to  see  the  navy  properly  armed, 
and  when,  according  to  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  every  Gentleman  who  had  ad- 
dressed the  House  that  evening,  the  navy 
had  a  very  inferior  style  of  armament,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  insist  on  a 
most  rigid  and  searching  inquiry. 

Lord  CLARENCE  PAGET  said,  if  he 
thought  the  appointment  of  a  Committee 
could  assist  in  getting  for  the  navy  the  best 
possible  gun,  he  should  be  entirely  in  favour 
of  the  Motion ;  but,  aceordtng  to  his  ex- 
perience. Committees,  with  the  very  best 
mtentions,  rather  retarded  than  asusted 
these  very  important  matters.  There  ap- 
peared to  be  some  little  eonfndon  as  to 


the  reaponsibility  with  regard  to  ordnance 
of  tbe  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  What 
the  Duke  of  Somerset  bad  adverted  to  be- 
fore the  ordnance  Committee  of  1863  waa 
this.  The  War  Office  was  carrytne  out 
certain  experiments  which  could  only  be 
carried  out  under  the  authority  of  that 
Department,  and  his  noble  Friend  depen- 
ded upon  die  War  Office  for  the  result 
of  those  experiments.  When  once  a  gun 
that  was  approved  had  been  seleotea  by 
the  Admiralty  requisitions  on  the  part  of 
the  navy  were  sent  in  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  who  was  prepared,  on  all 
occasions,  to  supply  the  navy  with  every- 
thing which  they  sought  for.  He  wonld  not 
travel  into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
tbe  Armstrong  and  Whitwortb  guns,  but 
an  explanation  of  the  present  position  of 
the  navy  in  this  respect  would,  no  doubt, 
be  interesting.  And  first,  with  regard  to 
the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Committee 
on  Iron  Plates  that  the  12-ton  gnus  were 
the  least  in  weight  that  would  be  available 
against  armour-plated  ships.  To  that 
opinion  of  the  Committee  he  must  own  that 
he  demurred,  thinking  it  rather  hastily 
formed.  Within  the  last  few  weeks  very 
conclusive  proof  had  been  obtained  that  a 
gun,  of  which  they  were  now  making  Dp- 
wards  of  200  for  the  navy — a  rifled  gun  Q\ 
tons  weight  and  7  inches  bore— could  pierce 
the  Wanriw  through  at  200  yards.  That, 
moreover,  was  a  gun  which  they  knew 
and  felt  confident  they  could  carry  in 
their  broadsides.  A  time,  no  doubt,  would 
come  when  they  would  be  able  to  carr^ 
12-ton  guns  all  round  the  ship,  but  this 
point  had  not  yet  been  reached,  and  pre- 
maturely to  subject  the  country  to  the  cost 
of  making  these  large  guns  by  wholesale 
would  be,  he  bought,  a  very  great  piece  ef 
fiJly.  It  would  not  be  advisable,  even  if 
it  were  possible,  to  state  exactly  every- 
thing that  tbe  Department  had  done  or 
contemplated,  but  he  might  say  generally 
that  a  requisition  had  been  furnished  to 
tbe  War  Office  to  supply  as  many  12-ton 
rified  guns  as  could  be  carried  in  our 
ships  at  present.  Twelve-ton  guns  were 
accordingly  being  prepared  for  the  Boyal 
Sovereign,  and  other  ships.  If  he  were 
asked  whether  our  ships  at  tbe  present 
moment  were  armed  m  all  respects  aa 
he  should  wish  them  to  be,  he  should 
answer  that  the^  were  not.  There  was 
a  Committee  gorog  now  carefully  into  the 
question  of  rimng.  Bnt  he  did  not  know 
why  the  hon.  Gendemaa  should  venture 
on  the  anertiim  that  the-Fr«nch  aou 
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■hoold  be  better  than  our  owa.  Wbere 
was  Ihe  report  the  bon.  Uember  had  al- 
Inded  to  ?  [If  r.  Fiaoooxb  :  Ob,  joa  hate 
it.]  Undonbtedl7,  trials  of  the  merits  of 
the  French  system  were  gwng  on  in  this 
eouDtrjt  hat  no  eonclaslve  results  had  jet 
been  obtained  to  show  that  the  Franoh  sys- 
tem of  rifling  was  better  in  at)  respects 
than  the  shunt  system  of  Sir  William 
Armstrong.  Bat  the  question  for  the  House 
and  the  country  to  consider  was  whether 
at  the  moment  when  the  whole  question 
of  rifling  was  undergoing  careful  conaidet^ 
aUoo  by  a  Committee  the  whole  of  the 
new  guns  in  process  of  manufacture  ought 
to  be  rifled  without  waiting  for  their 
opinion.  It  most  be  borne  in  mind  that 
when  once  the  guns  themselves  were  made, 
the  facilities  for  rifling  them  at  the  disposal 
of  the  War  Department  were  very  great. 
At  present  they  were  mannfaotnring  Si-too. 
9*ton,  and  13-ton,  guns,  bat  it  womd  be 
better  to  wait  for  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, before  rifling  them.  The  system 
of  rifling  once  determined  upon,  as  many 
as  six  or  seven  guns  could  he  believed  be 
rifled  in  a  week.  Into  the  comparative 
merits  of  the  turret  and  broadside  sys- 
tems he  would  not  enter,  but  would 
defer  any  remarks  he  might  have  to  make 
until  the  debate  upon  naval  eonstrnetion, 
which  would  be  dealt  with  in  the  discussions 
on  the  Navy  Estimates.  He  appealed  to 
the  hon.  Qentlemsn,  not  to  press  to  a  di- 
vision his  Motion  for  »  Committee,  which, 
instead  of  acoelerating,  must  retard  the 
attmnment  of  that  ob,^et  whioh  they  all 
had  in  view. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Question.' ' 

The  House  tttvidcd Ayes  67;  Noes 
22;  Minority  35. 


CHAPLAIN  GENERAL  OF  THE  NATT. 
0B8SRTATIOB8. 

Sm  HARRY  TERKET  rose  to  eall 
attention  to  the  evidenoe  given  to  the 
Committee  on  Navy  Promotion  and  Retire- 
ment in  1863  on  the  subject  of  re-appotnt- 
ing  to  the  oflBee  of  Chaplain  General  of  the 
Navy.  He  said  it  was  the  opinion  of  many 
naval  authorities  that  it  would  be  of  essen- 
tial value  to  the  service.  We  have  learnt 
by  experience  that  the  beat  way  of  govern- 
ing men  was  to  appeal  to  their  higher 
interests  and  the  better  portions  of  their 
character,  and  that  when  a  ^  chaplain  in 
the  navy  duly  appreciated  Us  euraoter 
Lord  Chrm^FafH 
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and  position,  and  waa  not  thwarted  in 
his  worts,  be  exercised  an  inflnenee  of 
great  importanea  in  laiaing  the  asoral 
standard  of  the  men  under  his  eare.  The 
position  of  a  naval  chaplain  was,  however, 
one  of  peooliar  trial  and  difficulty.  All 
the  other  oflSoers  of  a  ship  had  some  one 
to  whom  to  look  for  advice  and  counsel. 
Senior  surgeons  and  junior  engineers  and 
assistant  masters  had  recourse  to  the 
opinion  and  advice  of  their  aeniors  and 
anperiors.  In  the  army,  a  ehsplaio,  if  he 
desired  asaistsnce,  might  appeal  to  the 
Chaplain  Qeneral  of  the  forces.  But  the 
ehaplun  on  board  a  ship  was  in  an  isolated 
and  difficult  position.  The  only  naval 
chaplain  examined  before  the  Committee 
on  Navy  Promotion  and  Retirement  waa 
the  Ber.  W.  Whitmarsh,  chaplain  and 
naval  instructor  of  the  St.  Vinemt,  who 
thought  it  would  be  very  desiraUe  for 
unity  of  action  to  hare  a  Chaplain  Qeneral. 
Ur.  Whitmarsh  referred  to  his  own  ex- 
perience in  the  Santpareil  with  Captain 
Dacres.  He  had  been  enabled  to  eatsblish 
a  private  library  among  the  officers,  and 
ver^  soon  afterwards  he  found  a  great 
deaire  among  the  men  also  to  have  a  pn- 
vate  library  of  their  own.  He  also  found 
great  advantage  from  establishing  an 
evening  school.  When  Mr.  Whitmarsh 
joined  the  Agammnnon  the  men  and  the 
petty  officers  asked  him  to  establiah  for 
them  a  library  and  an  evening  school,  the 
same  as  in  the  Amipareil.  He  added 
that  there  existed  generally  among  the 
ehaplaini  a  feeling  tiiat  they  would  w  able 
to  carry  oot  th«r  work  mora  satisfactorily 
to  themselves  and  beneficially  to  the  ser- 
vice if  they  received  their  instmotions 
from  some  spiritual  head.  The  opinion  of 
the  naval  officers  examined  before  the 
Committee  wss  generally  in  favour  of  the 
appointment  Admiral  Sir  G.  R.  Mnndy 
thought  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing  if 
there  were  a  Chaplain  General  for  the 
navy,  provided  the  regulations  were  the 
same  as  at  the  Horse  Guards,  snd  that  he 
was  appointed  under  the  same  oonditions. 
Admiral  Elliot  thought  that  a  Chaplain 
Genwal  would  be  beneficial  to  the  service, 
if  it  were  only  that  he  might,  by  inquiry, 
be  instrumental  in  selecting  chaplains  for 
the  service.  The  ehapluns  in  the  navy, 
he  added,  did  not  report  to  any  superior 
officer.  They  looked  to  the  Admiralty 
through  their  captains ;  but  it  would  oot 
be  beneficial  for  naval  chaplains  to  report 
to  a  Chaplain  General  except  through 
tiiaireaptmii.  Cpt^^Co^^(X^^^ 
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it  would  be  desirable  there  should  he  a 
Chaplain  General  in  the  naTj  if  he  were 
distiuctlj  under  the  Admiratt/,  as  he  would 
be  if  the  chaplains  made  their  reports 
throogh  the  captains  of  the  ships.  He 
added.  hoirerer»  that  there  was  a  great 
Tariety  of  opinion  among  the  chaplains 
tbenuelTes  on  the  sahject.  The  Duke  of 
Somerset  thoiu;ht  there  wonld  be  some 
adTantages  in  haniig  a  Chaplain  General, 
bat  that  whatever  communications  were 
made  ought  to  pass  through  the  captain  of 
the  ship.  Other  officers  gave  similar  eri- 
dence  as  to  the  importance  of  appointing  a 
Chaplain  General.  He  bad  asked  the 
opinion  of  the  Bishop  of  London,  well 
known  as  a  most  earnest  prelate,  upon  the 
Buhjeet,  and  had  receired  from  bim  the 
following  letter 

MHj  dear  Sir  Harry,— I  am  glad  to  hmr  that 
yoa  are  likely  to  draw  attention  to  the  importance 
of  appoiDtiD|f  a  Chaplain  General  tat  the  Navj. 
During  the  eight  yeara  of  my  tenure  of  the  see  of 
London  I  baTo  freqaently  been  called  to  consider 
this  aabjeot,  and,  tbongh  fUly  aware  of  tlie  dif- 
floolties  wbbdi  msy  bo  urged,  X  am  decidedly  (tf 
opinion  that  the  change  from  the  {wesent  system 
would  be  rery  beoefloial.  The  senior  ohai^n  of 
Greenwich  Hospital  does  not  appear  to  exercise 
the  sort  of  influence  which  a  regularly  appointed 
Gh^ilain  General  might  be  expected  to  hare. 
The  erfdeiioe  seems  to  go  to  tbis— that  a  Cbap- 
tain  General  mj|^  be  of  great  ose  in  lading  the 
Admiralty  authorities  to  select  good  chaplains : 
Uiat  wUle  all  reports  stiU  paswd  through  the 
captain  to  the  Admiralty,  the  adrlce  of  an  ex- 
perienced senior  oler|[yman  in  seoh  a  poaitioa 
might  both  be  of  great  use  to  the  ebaplains  gene- 
rally, and  he  might  suraest  to  the  Admiralty 
muy  useful  reguuttons  for  the  improvement  of 
the  social  and  religions  oonditioa  of  the  sidlors. — 
IMiere  me,  yonrs  tmly,  A.  0.  Lorww." 

He  (Sir  Harry  Verney)  had  also  a  letter 
from  the  Chaplain  General  of  the  army, 
who  stated  that  in  his  opinion  a  naval 
Chaplain  General,  so  far  from  impeding  the 
discipline  of  the  miy,  WQuld  help  to  estab- 
lish It  by  seeing  and  eonveruDg  wiUi  the 
candidates  for  ohaplaincies  on  board  ship, 
and  recommending  such  as  he  might  see 
reason  to  approve  of.  He  would  bo  the 
adviser  of  the  Admiralty  on  many  points, 
and  would  assist  in  drawing  up  rules  such 
as  the  chaplains  required ;  and  be  could 
determine  the  post  to  which  a  particular 
chaplain  was  fitted,  whether  to  a  large  or 
small  vessel,  or  hospital  ship,  or  hospital 
ashore.  The  benefit  resulting  to  the  ser- 
vice from  the  appointment  would,  he  ccn- 
iidered,  be  immense.  He  (Sir  Harry 
Vemey)  could  easily  multiply  authorities 
in  faronr  <tf  die  profiosed  enuge  j  but  it 


was  not  necessary  to  do  so.  He  was  un- 
willing to  refer  to  cases  in  which  the  want 
of  a  Chaplain  General  had  been  felt ;  but 
naval  men  were  aware  that  there  had  been 
many  instances  in  which  chaplains  had 
acted  injudicioosly,  who,  if  there  had  been 
a  Chaplain  General  of  the  navy,  wonld 
never  nave  been  appointed,  or  might,  under 
hia  advice,  have  avoided  the  mistakea 
which  th^  bad  committed.  Chaplains 
were  now  recommended  for  their  appoint- 
ments by  the  private  leeretarj  of  the  !^nt 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  an  officer  who 
coold  hardly  be  considered  an  appropriate 
person  either  to  select  chaplains,  or  to 
designate  the  psrticular  stations  to  which 
they  should  be  assigned.  He  could  not 
overlook  the  circumstance  that  under  the 
administration  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset 
and  through  the  exertions  of  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Bedford  fMr.  Wbitbread) 
and  the  late  Admiral  Pelham,  important 
measures  had  been  adopted  for  increasing 
the  efficiency  of  chaplains  in  the  navy ; 
but  still  much  remained  to  be  done.  He 
did  not  intend  to  propose  any  Motion, 
because  he  thought  that  it  would  be  better 
that  the  appointment  of  a  Chaplain  General 
should  come  from  the  Department  dian  as 
the  result  of  a  Resolution  of  tliat  House ; 
but,  considering  the  example  which  might 
be  set,  or  the  mischief  which  might  be 
wrought  by  our  navy  in  distant  parts  of 
the  world,  he  hoped  to  elicit  auoh  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  from  that  House  as 
would  ioduce  the  Admiralty  to  adopt  the 
course  which  he  was  now  recommending. 

Mb.  HANBURY-TEACY  said,  that 
there  could  be  no  question  that  a  necessity 
existed  for  some  great  alteration  in  our 
existing  system,  in  order  that  the  chaplains 
of  the  navy,  instead  of  being  comparatively 
useless,  might  be  made  the  willing  instru- 
ments of  elevating  the  tone  of  tnstmctioni 
both  religious  and  seoular,  making  the  sea- 
men eoiuortable  while  afloat,  and  so  ren- 
dering the  navy  a  happy  and  contented 
service.  The  chaplains  of  the  navy  stood 
alone  in  our  services  as  a  solitary  instance 
of  a  body  without  a  head.  He  did  not 
deny  that  the  great  majority  of  the  chap- 
lains did  their  duty  as  far  as  they  could  ; 
hut,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  any- 
thing like  organization,  they  were  unable 
to  effect  all  the  good  which  might  result 
from  their  efforts  under  a  better  system. 
Tbey  had  no  one  to  advise  them,  or  with 
whom  they  might  take  counsel.  There 
was  no  flOBtral  Mthoritj  with  which  tbay 
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oonld  eommaDtcnte,  nor  had  they  U17  means 
of  adopting  a  united  action  by  means  of 
whieh  instniotioii  both  reli^oot  and  secular 
might  be  admhiiaterad  in  a  uniform  manner. 
What  waa  rei^uired  was  a  Chaplain  General 
vfao  woold  give  poHtive  detailed  instmc- 
tions,  withont  which  in  a  great  militarily 
eonstituted  serriee  the  moat  aealons  efforts 
of  a  chaplain  were  unavailing.  This  would 
release  the  sealous  man  from  the  restraints 
which  now  beset  him,  and  enable  him  to 
carry  out  the  work  he  waa  willing  to  per- 
form, while,  OR  the  other  hand,  it  woold 
oblige  the  lulcewarm  and  indifferent  either 
to  do  his  duty  or  give  up  his  appointment. 
The  Admiralty  had  from  time  to  time  shown 
a  conaciousneBs  of  the  weakness  and  folly 
of  the  existing  system,  and  had  made  some 
feeble  hot  abortive  efforts  to  cure  the  de- 
fect. In  1827  an  order  directed  chaplains 
to  communicate  direct  to  Dr.  Cole  (senior 
ehapluo  of  Greenwich  Hospital)  on  all 
matters  connected  with  their  sacred  duties, 
hot  this  order  bad  &llen  into  abeyance. 
In  1859  the  Admiralty  appointed  Hr. 
Goldmay  Chaplain  to  the  Fleet,  and  in 
1861  conferred  on  him  the  additional  title 
of  "  Head  of  the  Chaplains,"  but  this, 
instead  of  being  a  atep  m  the  right  direc- 
tion, had  turned  out  a  mere  delusion,  for 
when  chaplains  consulted  him  on  rarious 
matters  they  found  that  be  had  only  the 
name  of  a  bead  and  no  authority  to  help 
them  in  anything.  The  officials  at  the 
Admiralty  who  were  chiefly  oonnected  with 
the  chaplains  were  the  Civil  Lord  and  the 
private  secretary  of  the  Firat  Lord,  who, 
among  the  nnmeroos  and  varied  duties  they 
had  to  perform,  took  charge  of  the  ap- 
pointmenta  and  other  matters  relating  to 
that  body.  Bat,  waa  it  not  impossible 
that  offleiais  who  were  omstantly  being 
changed,  and  whose  time  mnst  be  chiefly 
taken  np  in  other  dnties,  could  have  that 
knowledge  of  the  various  ehsplains  that 
would  enable  them  to  make  judicious  ap- 
pointments ?  The  consequence  was,  what 
might  naturally  be  expected,  that  these 
appointments  were  often  very  badly  made  ; 
young  and  inexperienced  men  were  sent  to 
the  most  important  posts  without  reference 
to  their  qualifications.  The  system  was 
unjust  to  the  chaplains,  unjust  to  the  navy, 
and  nnjnst  to  the  eountry  at  Urge.  What 
waa  meeh  wanted  was  the  introdnotion  into 
the  navy  of  a  ayatem  of  religious  instme- 
tion  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  aeevlar  in- 
■tmetion  combined  with  amusement  on  the 
other  hand;  in  fact,  to  follow  oat  afloat  the 


principle  on  whieh  mechanics*  institatea 
and  other  associations  of  a  similar  nature 
had  been  founded  in  all  our  large  tewni, 
and  which  had  for  many  yean  bwn  intro- 
dneed  into  the  uster  service,  the  army.  In 
this  respect,  aa  in  many  other,  the  navy 
was  many  years  behind  the  army,  and  no 
steps  were  being  taken  to  remedy  the  de- 
fect. In  former  times  it  was  too  much  the 
custom  to  regard  a  sailor  as  a  mere  brute 
beast ;  now,  however,  people  were  begin- 
ning to  see  that  he  was  becoming  more 
and  more  a  skiUed  mechanic,  hut,  notwith- 
standing, far  too  little  attention  had  been 
paid  to  him  as  a  moral  and  intellectual 
being.  If,  in  every  ship  a  place  was  set 
apart  in  which  men  might  go  and  read 
and  be  tolerably  quiet,  they  would  soon 
have,  as  a  consequence,  the  navy  more 
popular,  and  an  immense  decrease  of  erime. 
He  knew  as  a  fact  that  in  ships  lying  in 
harbour  and  in  depdt  ahips  many  un- 
married men  went  ashore  simply  hecauaa 
the^  did  not  know  what  to  do  if  they  re- 
mained on  board,  nnless  to  smoke  or  go 
to  sleep,  and  they  would  prefer  stopping 
on  board  if  they  had  a  plaoe  to  go  to  where 
they  might  read  or  enjoy  some  rational 
amusement.  There  could  not  be  the  slight- 
est reason  why  in  every  ship,  after  evening 
quarters,  a  place  should  not  be  screened 
off  into  divisions — one  for  the  ohanlain  for 
religious  purposes,  another  for  lectures, 
another  for  reading,  and  another  for  games. 
It  would,  no  doubt,  be  aaked  how  could  all 
this  be  managed,  and  who  was  to  superin- 
tend it.  His  answer  was -» there  was  a 
body  of  officers  now  eomparatively  useless, 
but  who  might  soon  he  formed  into  the 
most  perfect  maehineiy.  He  meant  the 
chaplains,  who,  under  an  effident  head, 
would  soon  be  able  to  work  oot  this  re- 
form, which  would  be  one  of  the  greatest 
ever  made  in  the  navy.  It  was  to  the 
chaplain,  supported  by  the  captain,  they 
must  look  aa  the  prime  mover  in  all  plans 
for  the  instruction  of  the  seamen,  bnt  it 
was  only  under  the  superintendence  of  a 
Chaplain  General  thst  this  could  be  carried 
out.  It  was  my  good  fortune  to  have 
sailed  for  five  years  with  a  man  who  was 
always  the  foremost  in  everything  that 
could  conduce  to  the  welfare  of  the  blue- 
jacket, <me  to  whom  I  alwaya  look  back 
as  the  beau  ideal  of  a  naval  cbaplain.  No 
games  were  ever  set  on  foot  bnt  he  took  » 
prominent  part,  no  leetores  but  when  he 
started  (hem,  and  in  instruction  of  all  kinds 
he  took  an  aeUve  part   The  want  of  a 
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head  of  that  Deptrtment,  with  well  do* 
fined  detailed  initmetioiu,  canaed  some 
nnpleaunt  dUpotett  bnt,  od  the  whole,  in 
no  ehip  do  I  Uiink  inttruetioD  eould  hare 
been  earned  od  better  under  eiuting  eir* 
enustanees,  nor  wai  there  ever  a  ship  in 
which  both  officers  and  men  look  back  to, 
as  one  in  which  the  chaplain  was  the  friend 
and  adviser  of  all  on  board.  But,  Sir,  is 
the  case  often  ?  Alas  !  I  regret  to  say  it  is 
not.  In  many  ships  captains  prerent  the 
good  effect  which  might  result  from  a 
sealons  chaplain,  and  in  others  men  are 
not  up  to  their  work.  I  think  that  in  the 
navy  generally,  the  chaplain  is  too  often 
regarded  as  a  useless  indiTtdual,  and  one 
that  might  easily  be  dispensed  with.  So 
little  in  some  ships  are  chaplains  regarded, 
tfaftt  prayer  and  other  religious  meetings 
are  eonetantly  held,  not  with  the  sanction 
and  anthority  of  the  ehapldn,  but  often  in 
direct  defianee  of  him.  Offioers  feeling 
the  great  want  of  religious  teaching,  set 
themselTes  up  to  do  that  which  ia  the  duty 
of  the  chaplain,  and  hold  meetings  of  erery 
style  and  character  which  the  individunl 
may  select.  In  a  large  military  organized 
body  where  each  person  is  supposed  to 
have  bis  allotted  task,  it  is  most  essential 
to  discipline  that  that  organization  should 
be  carried  out,  and  not  that  officers  should 
be  allowed  to  interfere  with  one  another's 
duty.  Ton  wilt  inrariably  find  that  when 
ezecutife  offioers  take  upon  themselves 
the  neglected  duties  of  a  chaplain,  a  large 
number  of  the  men  become  time-aerrers, 
tale-tells  and  hypocrites.  A  ehaplain  on 
first  joining  a  ship,  may  be,  and  often  is, 
a  most  iwdout  man,  who  strives  hard 
for  two  or  three  years  to  do  bis  duty, 
but  at  last  linding  how  impossible  it  is 
to  make  headway  against  all  the  difficulties 
which  surround  him,  gradually  loses  lieart 
and  having  no  one  to  whom  he  can  refer 
for  counsel  and  advice,  at  the  end  of  four 
or  five  yearn  becomes  a  mere  cipher  on 
board,  looking  earnestly  forward  to  the  day 
when  he  will  be  able  to  claim  his  pension 
and  retire  from  a  service  in  which  he  is 
obliged  to  live  in  enforced  idleness.  I 
know  the  noble  Loid  will  say  that  this 
appointment  ia  not  wanted,  and  would  in- 
terfere with*  the  diseipline  of  the  service, 
bnt  how  tta  effect  can  be  other  than  bene- 
ficial is  more  than  I  ean  crawMTe.  A 

Jronng  and  inesperienced  man  is  fitr  more 
ikely  to  go  against  discipline  when  he 
himself  has  no  spiritual  superior,  and  there- 
fore feela  that  be  stands  alone,  than  if  he 


was  subordinate  to  some  regularly  ap* 
pointed  head,  from  whom  be  might  de- 
rive both  oonnsel  and  advice.  I  am  sure 
the  faon.  Member  for  Wakefield  will  join 
with  me  in  saying  that  instead  of  weaken- 
ing discipline  it  would  tend  greatly  to  pro- 
mote it.  A  Chaplain  General  would  be  the 
servant  of  the  Admiralty,  and  would  there 
eorreot  any  infringement  amongst  his  class 
whilst  at  the  same  time  he  would  instruct 
them  properly  in  their  various  duties.  He 
would  fill  the  same  office  as  a  Director 
General  does  to  the  Medical  Department, 
I  must  in  justice  to  the  Admiralty  say 
that  during  the  last  few  years,  and  espe- 
cially whilst  the  hon.  Member  for  Bedford 
(Mr.  Whitbread)  was  at  the  Admiralty, 
they  have  made  great  alterations,  and  in 
many  respects  improvements,  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  seamen.  I  do  sinoerely  tmst 
that  tiiey  will  go  a  little  further  and  add 
another  boon  to  the  comfort  and  well-being 
of  the  men  by  the  appointment  of  a  Chap- 
lain General. 

Sib  JOHN  HAT  trusted  that  his  noblo 
Friend  (Lord  Clarence  Paget)  or  the  hon. 
Member  for  Pontefraet  (Mr.  Childers),  who 
he  believed  might  be  regarded  as  Admir 
ralty  Bishop,  would  give  some  information 
upon  this  subject  at  a  future  period.  He 
quite  concurred  in  what  bad  fallen  from 
both  the  hon.  Baronet  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  had  last  spoken  as  to  the  im- 
portance of  having  a  Chaplain  General. 
He  had  the  greatest  possible  respect  for 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Fontefraot 
ezoent  in  his  episcopal  eharaoter,  and  he 
oonid  asanre  him  that  he  wonld  find  the 
greatest  relief  in  the  disoharge  from  his 
episoopal  duties  if  a  Chaplain  Qeneral,.  or 
some  such  person  with  whom  the  naval 
chapUins  oould  communicate  for  advice 
and  aaaistaaee,  were  plaeed  at  the  Board. 

DOOKTABD  ACCOUNTS. 
OBSEBTAnOHS. 

Mb.  SEELT,  in  calling  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  apparency  ezcessive  cost 
of  fitting  out,  refitting,  and  repairing  cer- 
tain of  Her  Majesty^  Ships,  and  to  other 
items  in  the  Dockyard  Accounts  that  ap- 

Eear  to  require  explanation,  said,  the  object 
e  had  in  view  in  bringing  this  question 
before  the  House,  was  that  it  appeared  to 
him,  from  a  Return  he  held  in  his  hand 
headed  "Navy  Ships,"  printed  in  Jul^, 
1864,  that  the  eost  of  repairing  certam 
reasela,  the  namei  of  irhieh  he  liad  fUr- 
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niahed  to  liis  hoD.  Friend  to  enable  Lira 
to  infettigate  tbe  matter,  had  clearlj  ex- 
ceeded the  mm  for  which  tbej  might  bare 
been  booght,  if  new.  If  his  hon.  Friend 
ooold  not  eoutradiet  that  atatemeot,  he 
dearij  owed  to  the  House  and  to  the 
eoaotr;  an  explanation  of  the  oircumstance. 
The  name  of  the  first  Tossel  to  which  he 
wonid  draw  tlieir  attention  was  the  Faieon 
of  17  gans,  751  tons  burden,  and  KXMiorse 
power.  The  cost  of  building  that  ship,  if 
it  had  been  bought  by  contract,  would  not 
have  been  more  than  £24  per  ton;  but,  in 
order  that  he  might  be  quite  within  the 
mark,  he  took  the  cost  of  the  new  voBseU 
—complete  with  maBts.  rigging,  &c.  — 
to  be  £28  per  ton,  and  the  price  of  the  en- 
gines he  took  at  £55  per  horse  power — 
rather  more  than  the  Government  would  be 
willing  to  pay  for  tbem.  Calculating  upon 
that  scale,  he  found  that  tlie  Fahon  would 
cost  when  new  £26,528,  being  £21,028 
for  the  Tcssel,  and  £5,500  for  her  engines; 
whereas  she  cost  in  repairs  in  1863-4 
£26.642,  being  £23,000  for  tbe  vessel 
complete,  and  £3,642  for  her  engines. 
The  Lyra  of  17  gens,  488  tons,  and  60- 
bonc  power,  which  might  have  been  booght 
new  at  the  same  rate  as  the  Falwn^ 
for  £16,964,  cost  for  repairs  in  1863-4, 
£17,653;  the  hull,  rigging,  &c.,  costing 
£15,000  for  repairs,  when  it  might  have 
been  bought  new,  at  the  same  rate  as  the 
FaleoH,  for  £13,664.  The  Wasp,  of  13 
gQDS,  974  tons,  and  lOO-horse  power, 
which  would  have  cost  new  £32,772,  oost 
for  repairs  in  1863-4,  £32.002  ;  and  in 
1860-1,  £8,483;  and  credits  returned  being 
in  1862-3,  £15;  and  in  1861-2,  £1,451; 
making  a  net  total  of  repairs,  &c.,  to  the 
Watp,  from  1860  to  1864^  of  £38,919. 
The  next  vesse)  he  would  call  their  attention 
to  was  tbe  SiarpduxtUrt  of  6  ^nns,  503 
tons,  and  102-horsc  power,  which  might 
have  been  bought  new,  at  the  ssme  rate, 
for  £19,694,  and  cost  in  repairs  in  1863-4, 
£18,249.  There  was  a  sUtement  with 
regard  to  this  vessel  that  he  could  hardly 
understand,  for  it  was  stated  that  in  that 
year  her  engines,  which,  if  new,  would 
nave  cost  £5,610,  had  aotoally  cost 
£9,249  for  repairs.  The  Salamander,  of 
6  goDs,  818  tons,  and  220-horse  power, 
would  have  cost  new,  at  the  same  rate, 
£34.004;  coat  for  repairs  in  1863-4 
£26,078,  and  in  1862-3,  £10,950— mak- 
ing a  total  in  two  years  of  £33.628. 
rSir  JoHH  PAKDraioir  injured  the  tM  of 
the  Tends  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber.]  He  only  knew  Hurt  tbe  Wtup  waa 


built  in  1850.  nnd  believed  that  the  Fai- 
eon was  built  io  1854,  but  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Pontefraot  (Ur.  Childera)  would 
doubtless  give  them  information  upon  that 
subject.  The  Bulldog,  of  6  guns,  1.124 
tons,  and  500-horse  power,  which  would 
have  cost  when  new  £58,972,  cost  for 
repairs  in  1863-4.  £33.700;  in  1861-2, 
£2.092 ;  and  in  1860-1  £10,518 ;  rataroa 
to  be  credited  being  in  1863-3,  £2,317 ; 
making  a  net  total  spent  in  repairs,  dee., 
upon  the  BuOdog,  from  1860  to  1864,  of 
£43,993.  In  calculating  the  repairs  many 
items  had  been  omitted.  For  example, 
tbe  wages  of  the  artificers  were  charged, 
but  not  their  pensions,  though  it  was  well 
known  that  their  wages  were  less  owing 
to  their  receipt  of  pensions.  For  this  rea- 
son some  allowance  should  be  made  for 
pensions,  especially  as  in  this  year's  Ea< 
timates  there  was  no  less  than  £84.556 
proposed  to  be  voted  for  pensions  to  arti- 
ficers. In  the  Navy  Estimates  there 
would  also  be  found  sums  for  the  wages 
of  foremen  and  othera  in  dockyards, 
and  these  amounts  were  not  included 
in  tiie  eoat  of  shipbuilding  and  repair- 
ing i  and  therefore  when  &6y  estimated 
Uie  cost  from  these  acecnnta,  it  should 
be  home  in  mind  that  they  did  not  get 
the  whole  cost,  but  only  a  part.  He 
had  brought  forward  these  points  in  order 
to  press  upon  the  Admiralty  the  necessity 
of  giving  true  and  faithful  statements  of 
what  things  did  cost.  Some  days  ago  he 
told  his  hon.  Friend  tbe  Returns  to  which 
he  should  allude,  and  the  drift  of  the  ob- 
servations he  should  make,  in  order  that 
any  reply  might  be  made  of  which  the 
subject  was  snsoeptiUe,  his  only  object  in 
ail  this  being  to  elieit  tiic  truth.  The  next 
subject  to  which  he  wished  to  direct  atten- 
tion, was  the  Return  issued  last  Session 
for  1862-3,  purporting  to  show  tbe  oost  of 
converting  timber  in  Her  Majesty's  dock- 
yards. The  Return  was  headed  *'  Dock- 
yards and  Steam  Factories,"  and  it  was 
printed  on  the  1st  of  July,  1864.  In  this 
Return  it  was  stated  that  the  excess  cost 
of  produce  over  rate-book  value  was  only 
about  41  per  cent,  and  considering  that  the 
whole  amonut  was  a  million  and  a  half, 
they  did  not  think  there  was  fiinch  to  find 
fault  with.  Instead,  however,  of  the  con- 
versions of  timber  being  executed  at  4i 
percent  only  above  the  rate-book,  he  found 
they  were  something  like  15  per  cent  abore 
it.  The  following  abstract  showed  the  coat 
and  rale-book  vJoe  of  the  timber  eonvai^ 
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ThitWM  a  difference  altogether  of  £35,126 
in  ezeeu  of  tbe  rate-book  t  but  if  all  the 
eonvereioiie  of  timber  in  the  different  dock* 
Yards  in  1862-3  had  been  made  at  tbe 
lowut  yard  rates  the  country  woold  hare 
uved  on  Bngli^  oak  conversioni  £9,360; 
Italian  and  other  oaks,  £4,594 ;  teak, 
£21,543 ;  mahogany.  £3.362  ;  soboti- 
tatea  for  oak,  £3,200 ;  Englifth  elm, 
£5,078;  Canada  elm.  £542;  firs,  £4.781; 
and  mast  timber,  £3,036,  or  a  total  aar- 
ing  of  £55,496.  His  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Childert)  might  saj  that  the  reason  for  this 
difference  between  different  jards  was  that 
they  had  not  the  same  appliances  and  ma- 
ehinery  at  one  yard  as  another.  But  why 
bad  they  not?  In  five  years  the  Admiralty 
bad  obtained  for  new  works,  improvements, 
and  maehinery  £2.782.910,  and  why  was 
not  a  portion  of  this  large  earn  spent  in 
providing  machinery  which  would  hare 
saved  upwards  of  £55,000  in  one  year  in 
tbe  single  item  of  timber  eonversions  ? 
The  next  point  to  which  he  wished  to  call 
attention  was,  he  confessed,  a  rather  diffi- 
onU  subject  to  deal  with.  There  was  an 
aeoount  published,  headed  *'  Navy  Ships," 
and  that  account  shoved,  or  purported  to 
show,  the  expenses  incurred  on  Her  Ma- 
jesty's ships  in  building,  repairing,  and 
eonverting,  in  the  years  1860  and  1861. 
It  stated  that  under  Votes  8.  9,  and  10, 
there  was  a  sum  of  £4,276,382  voted  for 
these  purposes,  and  that  in  that  year  there 
was  under  fifteen  heads  £4.017,780  spent 
in  boilding  and  repairing  Her  Majesty's 
ships,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  aoeount  was 
appended  this  note— 

"  It  mmy  b«  proper  to  renai^  that  timber,  «op- 
per,  ud  othsr  materials,  pnrehased  in  one  year, 
nmj  not  be  «xpeQded  for  manf  years,  and  there- 
fore tbe  aggregate  expemea  inonrred  ander  the 
above  fifteen  beada  majr,  in  any  one  year,  greatly 
esesad  w  fcU  short  el  the  aggngale  anenat  ef 


money  voted  vnder  Totea  8,  9,  10 ;  in  other 
worda,  theie  two  sums  ongbt  not  to  balance,  nn- 
leas  the  valoe  of  materiata  io  (tore  at  the  oom- 
menoement  and  at  the  end  of  the  yew  happened 
to  be  the  aame,  and  this  can  never  be  aseertainad 
withoat  the  oostly  and  hbwioBs  prnwas  of  tidUac 
stock." 

From  these  aeconnts  the  natural  inference 
was  that,  as  £4,276,382  was  voted  and 
£4.017.780  expended,  a  sum  of  £258,602 
had  been  added  to  stock.  But  it  so  happened 
that  the  sums  voted  did  not  correspond  with 
the  sums  received  by  the  Admiralty,  The 
sum  received  was  £4,424,243,  and  the  sum 
expended  was  actually  £4,017,780;  so 
that  there  ought  to  have  been,  according 
to  their  own  principle,  £406,463  added  to 
stock  in  that  one  year.  He  had  examined 
the  accounts  for  the  next  three  years,  and 
he  found  that,  according  to  the  same  prin- 
ciple of  eaiculation,  there  ought  to  have 
been  added  to  stock  in  the  first  year 
£802,321.  in  the  following  year  £672,222, 
and  in  the  third  year  £381,274.  Conse- 
quently, in  the  four  years  there  ought  to 
have  been  added  to  stock  no  leas  than 
£2,262,281.  He  might  further  mention 
that  from  the  year  1848  to  the  year  1858 
there  was  added  to  stock,  according  to  the 
account  of  the  Admiralty,  no  less  than 
£1,500.000.  The  noble  Lord  (Lord  Cla- 
rence Paget),  in  a  statement  he  once  mode 
said,  he  believed  that  £500.000  had  been 
added  to  stock  in  those  ten  years,  hut  the 
Admiralty  put  forward  a  different  state- 
ment and  said  the  amount  was  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half.  Ue,  therefore,  came  to 
this  eoneluaion,  that  from  1848  to  1864 
there  was  no  less  than  £3,762,281  added 
to  stock,  according  to  thor  own  accounts 
and  aeoording  to  their  own  principles,  as 
put  forward  in  the  note  which  he  bad  rend. 
They  naturally  asked  where  this  stock  was. 
He  believed  his  hon.  Friend  would  say  thai 
the  stock  in  hand  was  something  about 
five  millions.  But  could  anyone  accus- 
tomed to  business  suppose  that  in  1848 
there  was  anything  like  so  small  an  amount 
of  stock  as  a  million  and  a  quarter  ;  and 
if  there  was  more  in.  that  yesr,  what  had 
they  to  show  for  these  figures  ?  Perhaps 
his  boo.  Friend  (Mr.  Childers)  would  be 
able  to  show  that  he  (Mr.  Seely)  was  in 
error ;  but  if  not  he  hoped  his  hon.  Friend 
would  try  to  carry  out  what  was  recom- 
mended to-nigbt,  and  fay  the  noble  Lord 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  before  the 
Commission,  for  he  thought  the  House 
would  agree  that  this  state  of  things  was 
most  unsattsfaotory,  and  ought  to  be  very 
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been  made  with  respect  (o  Admiralty  mis- 
manaffement  year  after  year,  and  last  Ses- 
aion  the  hon.  If  ember  for  Rochdale  called 
the  attention  of  the  Hoase  to  the  aubject ; 
but  of  all  the  adroeates  of  reform  in  the 
Admiralty  none  bad  apokeo  more  clearly 
and  diatiiuBtly  than  the  noble  Lord  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  AdminJty  w  to  the  Doeesuty  of 
amendment  in  theie  mfttten.  The  noble 
Lord  showed  by  tiie  evidenee  he  gare  be- 
fore the  Royal  Commission  that  no  one  had 
a  clearer  eonceptioo  than  himself  of  what 
was  needed  in  this  matter.  The  noble  Lord 
stated  before  the  Commission  that  the  pre- 
sent state  of  accounts  was  most  uoutis- 
factory  ;  that  it  was  exceedingly  desirable 
that  the  HoDse  should  be  informed  what 
money  was  reoeired  and  how  it  was  ez- 

S ended  ;  that  in  order  that  this  might  be 
one  there  should  be  a  raluation  of  stock 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year ;  that 
the  Ttlue  of  all  stores  obtained  during  the 
year  should  be  added  to  that ;  and  that 
there  should  be  deducted  all  the  stores 
used  in  bnilding  and  repairing  ships 
daring  the  year.  Sneh  was  the  opi- 
nion of  the  noble  Iiord  in  1860,  but  now, 
in  1865,  what  progress  had  been  made 
to  that  desirable  resultf  There  was  yet 
no  clear  creditor  and  debtor  aooount, 
ahowing  the  balance,  and,  to  use  a  naotic^ 
phrase,  they  were  "all  still  at  sea."  He 
had  no  doubt  that  his  noble  Friend  would 
say  that  the  question  was  a  difficalt  one; 
but  if  he  bad  acted  on  his  convietions  and 
giTOB  orders  to  any  professional  aceoantant 
the  way  !□  which  the  money  was  expended 
would  hare  been  explained.  Bat  the  noble 
Lord  needed  not  to  hare  goue  to  any  pro- 
fessional aceoantant.  for  his  own  accountant 
at  the  Admiralty,  Sir  Richard  Bromley, 
might  hare  prepared  the  aeeoont.  Any 
one  perusing  the  evidenee  of  Sir  lUehard 
Bromley  would  see  that  he  had  a  dear 
eonceptiott  of  what  was  wanted,  that  he 
was  almost  worried  to  death  by  contradic- 
tory orders  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admi- 
ralty. Sir  Richard  Bromley  said  he  had 
been  working  twelve  or  fourteen  hours  a 
day,  until  at  length  bis  health  gare  way. 
That  first  one  person  and  then  another 
found  fault  with  what  he  was  doing,  and 
that  it  was  this  which  took  so  mnch  out  of 
a  man  and  stopped  progress.  He  also  said  I 
that  the  pablic  auditors  under  the  present  I 
systwn  were  nnable  to  watch  the  public  i 
expenditure.  There  could  be  no  doubt  j 
that  the  root  of  the  enl  was  in  the  systrai.  j 
There  were  too  many  masters  and  gOTer> 
Don.   The  Lords  of  tho  Admin^y  wore : 


continually  being  changed.  Sir  Richard 
Bromley  said  there  had  been  ninety-soTen 
Lords  and  Secretaries  of  tho  Admiralty 
since  1829.  Imagine  any  prirate  eoneem 
changing  its  management  at  the  rate  of 
□early  three  a  year.  Any  priTate  firm, 
eroD  if  it  were  as  rich  as  the  firms  of 
Rothschild  and  Baring,  would,  were  it  eon- 
ducted  on  Uie  same  principle,  soon  find  its 
way  into  the  Oasette.  He  was,  of  eourse, 
aware  that  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
could  not  get  into  a  state  of  bankruptcy, 
because  if  they  wasted  one  million  of 
money  they  had  only  to  go  to  their  col- 
league,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  ask  for  another  million.  He  only  re- 
gretted they  were  not  obliged  to  put  down 
in  two  columns  what  was  absolntety  neces- 
sary and  what  was  spent  unnecessarily. 
It  was  the  dnty  of  the  Members  of  that 
House,  as  the  representatiTes  of  the  peo- 

file,  to  watch  this  expenditure.  He  be- 
iered  the  root  of  the  evil  waa  the  system 
of  government  by  a  **  Board.'*  It  was  the 
opinion  of  the  Comnussion  and  of  men 
most  competent  to  form  a  judgment  on  the 
subject,  Uiat  the  present  state  of  things 
should  not  be  allowed  to  go  on.  By  in- 
ference be  had  a  right  to  assume  that  Sir 
Richard  Bromley  was  of  that  opinion,  be- 
oause  in  his  evidence  he  said  there  was  no' 
individual  responsibility;  and  he  certainly 
might  range  on  his  aide  Sir  Baldwin 
Widker,  who  had  distinctly  stated  before 
the  Commiasion  that  the  Government  by 
a  Board  was  a  bad  mode  of  government, 
and  was  rendered  worse  in  consequence  of 
fi^uent  changes.  He  did  not  deny  that 
the  present  system  mi^t  produce  improved 
aeconots,  or  that  the  accounts  ^ven  now 
were  not  better  than  they  were  a  few  years 
ago.  He  sboold  not  have  been  able  fonr 
years  ago  to  have  pointed  out  these  discre- 
pancies. But  though  a  Board  might,  by 
means  of  better  aeeoonts,  be  able  to  show 
that  things  cost  more  than  they  ought,  yet 
from  its  very  nature  it  would  not  be  able  to 
give  them  things  at  a  fair  cost.  Not  one 
of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty — he  aaid  it 
with  all  deference — knew  what  a  thing 
ought  to  cost;  and  the  same  remark  applied 
to  the  superintendents  at  our  different 
dockyards,  of  whom  also  he  wished  to  speak 
with  all  possible  respect,  for  they  had 
shown  themselves  anxious  to  afford  every 
information  to  ICembers  of  that  House  and 
^e  pablic  at  large.  In  their  place,  as 
eommandors  of  veasehh  tho  snpertnten- 
dents  were  exeollent  offieen.  All  he  wish- 
ed to  impma  upon  tb*  ^M^M|Uial 
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there  was  such  a  thing  as  fitness.  Why, 
the  Cbaaoellor  of  the  Exchequer  himself, 
with  all  his  rast  abilities,  if  pat  at  the 
head  of  one  of  these  maDnfaetaring  estab- 
li«hments  would  be  oompletel;  out  of  place. 
What  was  wanted  was  fitness  in  the  Tsrions 
offices;  hut  as  long  as  they  went  on  looking 
simply  for  political  patronage,  without  se- 
lecting the  men  best  qualified  to  discharge 
the  duUes  intrusted  to  them,  they  must 
eontinae  to  bare  these  cooTersions  of  tim- 
her  ezeeated  at  a  maeh  higher  rate  than 
was  neeesaary,  their  ships  repaired  at  an 
ezeesuve  eost,  and  aeconnts  as  defectife 
aa  those  ho  hi^  referred  to,  continne  to  be 
laid  before  the  House. 

IfB.  CHILDERS  said,  that  before  be 
followed  his  boo.  Friend  throngh  the  rery 
interesting  and  in  many  respects  very  use- 
ful statement  he  had  just  made  to  the 
House,  he  wished  to  answer  the  remarks 
which  had  been  made  by  previous  speakers 
on  the  subject  of  naval  chaplains.  And  at 
the  outset  he  felt  bonnd  entirely  to  disclaim 
certain  episcopal  functions  which  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Wakefield  (Sir 
John  Hay)  bad  attributed  to  him.  He 
had  Dotbiug  to  do  with  either  the  appoint- 
ment or  the  discipline  of  the  chaplains 
afloat,  and  his  duties  in  connection  with 
them  were  confined  to  eognizauee  of,  and 
SDggestions  relating  to,  thmr  edocaUonal 
functions.  As  he  understood  the  sng* 
gestion  of  the  hon.  Banmet  and  those 
who  supported  him,  it  was  that  in  the 
present  state  of  naval  affairs  there  should 
be  at  head-quarters  a  clergyman  in  the 
position  of  Chaplain  Qeneral,  with  whom 
the  ohaplaios  of  the  navy  should  be  in 
speeial  relations.  It  was  said  that  such 
a  Chaplain  General  would  be  able  to 
select  clergymen  for  the  position  of  chap- 
lains ;  and,  still  more,  that  ho  would  be 
able  to  select  them  for  particular  ships, 
knowing  those  who  would  be  best  suited 
for  one  class  of  ships  and  those  who  would 
be  best  suited  for  another.  Moreover,  it 
vaa  sud  that,  frwn  that  Chaplain  General 
naTftl  ehaplaitts  were  to  look  for  eonnsel 
and  instmction  as  to  the  wajjr  in  whiefa 
they  ^oold  carry  out  their  duties  on  board 
ship.  Now,  he  thought  the  House  should 
pause  before  it  advocated  the  creation  of 
a  new  office  of  that  kiod.  What  was  the 
position  of  the  chaplain  of  a  ship  ?  He 
took  it  that,  in  the  first  instance,  he  was 
intended  to  be  the  friend  and  adviser  of 
every  one  on  board.  To  him  all  in  the 
Teasel  looked  for  counsel  His  special 
relation  to  the  csptun  was  of  the  greatest 


value  ;  as  by  their  common  action  much 
good  would  be  gained  in  all  matters  in 
which  the  religions  and  educational  inte- 
rests of  the  seamen  were  involved.  But 
he  believed  he  should  have  with  him  the 
opinion  of  a  great  many  of  the  naval 
chaplains — for  he  knew  that  many  of  their 
body  did  not  concur  in  the  proposal  to 
appoint  a  Chaplain  General — that  if  the 
chaplain,  instead  of  being  in  that  inde- 
pendent position  as  the  friend  and  adviser 
of  all  on  board,  were  made  a  mere  subor- 
dinate in  a  chaplwn'a  department,  and  tied 
down  by  rules  preseribed  for  him  by  a  Chap- 
lain Qeneral,  a  great  deal  of  bis  nseflilness 
would  be  lost.  Both  his  hon.  Priends  who 
bad  spoken  on  the  subject  bad  pointed  out 
the  great  advantages  which  the  cBaplain 
could  confer  on  the  officers  and  crew  of  a 
ship,  aod  they  had  given  special  cases  in 
which  his  advice  and  frienaahip  had  been 
of  the  greatest  possible  benefit.  Experi- 
ence, therefore,  showed  how  valuable  an 
infiuence  a  naval  chaplain  derived  from 
his  present  position,  and  how  usefol  he  was 
able  to  be  with  respect  to  the  religious  and 
educational  advancement  of  the  seamen, 
without  at  all  ehangingbis  proper  relations 
with  the  Admiralty.  The  appointment  of 
a  Chaplain  Genend  he  bdieved  wm  ud- 
neeessary,  and  there  were  reasona  pat«it  to 
idl  whieh,  bearing  in  mind  the  freedom  of 
opinion  in  tlie  Cnweh  of  England,  made 
it  inexpedient  that  all  the  naval  chaplains 
should  be  selected  by,  and  subordinate  to, 
one  clergyman  in  the  position  of  a  Chaplain 
General.  In  matters  of  edncation  the 
Admiralty  had  already  the  advantage  of 
the  advice  of  the  Director  of  Education  in 
regulating  the  educational  functions  of  the 
chaplains.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
House  would  hesitate  to  sanction  a  propo- 
sition which  would  be  attended  with  very 
serious  danger  and  inconvenience.  He 
now  came  to  the  question  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Lincoln  (Mr.  Seely),  and 
he  admitted  that  that  bon.  Gentleman  had 
ffiven  his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Clarence 
Paget)  and  himself  a  generd  idea  of  the 
matter  to  whieh  he  intended  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Hoase,  although  be  was 
not  prepared  in  all  reapeeta  to  critieiae 
the  figures  he  had  stated.  The  hon. 
Member  in  the  first  place  took  the  Return 
laid  on  the  table  at  the  end  of  last  Session, 
giving  an  account  of  the  expenses  incurred 
for  ships  building,  repairing,  and  converting 
in  the  financial  year  1863-4 ;  and,  speakinjj 
of  certaro  expenditure  incurred  for  parti- 
eukr  ships,  he  asked  ^,g?^»(3TO§fe 
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WM  not «  mistale  to  Bpend  so  maoh  money 
on  their  repair  in  that  jaar,  in  addition  to 
what  had  been  spent  in  proTioas  jears. 
Noir,  not  hariog  been  aware  that  the  hon. 
Gen^eman  would  refer  to  the  previous  ex- 
penditure on  these  ships,  be  was  not  in  a 
position  to  answer  him  off-hand  as  to  that 
expenditure.  Bat  the  hon.  Uember  had 
stated,  wiUi  respect  to  the  aeeoant  for 
1863-4,  thai  the  general  expenditure  of 
the  Adminl^  in  biuldinc  the  bull  of  ships 
of  the  eame  cUsa  wonia  be  £28  a  ton, 
and  he  save  eartain  instanees  in  wbioh 
appareotW  a  snm  as  great,  or  greater,  than 
that  had  been  expended  during  that  year. 
But  let  him  eall  attention  to  the  Return 
itself,  and  compare  what  the  hon.  Member 
had  said  was  the  tonnage  expenditure  on 
the  repairs  of  the  hulls  of  these  ships  with 
the  real  tonnage  expenditure  on  building 
simitar  ships,  as  shown  hj  these  accounts  t 
If  his  hon.  Friend  referred  to  a  subsequent 
page  of  the  Return  be  would  see  that  the 
average  tonnage  cost  in  building  ships  of 
the  class  quoted  was  about  £38  for  the  hall 
only.  The  hon.  Gentleman  took  the  case 
of  the^ofeoK,  ud  said  the  expenditure  upon 
it  was  ont  of  all  proportion  to  what  it  ought 
to  have  been  on  a  nip  of  that  kind.  Now, 
aecording  to  the  Retam,  the  expenditore 
in  1863-4  upon  the  hull  of  the  Faiom,  in 
ronnd  numbers,  was  £14,000  ;  but  in  sd- 
dition  to  that,  there  was  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  the  incidental  expenses  charged  on 
the  whole  ship.  Taking  a  fair  proportion  of 
those  charges,  he  fouod  the  total  expendi- 
ture upon  the  bull  to  he  something  between 
£15,000  and  £16.000.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  seem  to  be  aware  that  the 
Return  which  he  quoted  inclnded,  not  onlj 
expenditure  on  the  hall,  but  other  items- 
such  as  rigging,  masts,  engineers*  stores, 
aud  repairs  of  machinery.  Under  the  head 
of  the  Fakon,  rigging  and  stores  cost  be- 
tween £5,000  and  £6,000.  so  that  the 
repurs  of  the  hull  only  eame  to  £21  or 
£22  per  ton,  bstead  of  £28  or  £29  per 
ton.  That  was  the  extreme  ease  adduced. 
The  caae  of  the  Bt^ldog  bad  also  been 
mentioned.  That  was  a  vessel  of  1,124 
tons,  and  the  expenditure  on  her  hull  was 
stated  at  £13,600.  Allowing  £2,000  for 
the  proportion  of  incidental  expenses,  the 
total  would  he  only  £15,600,  which  was 
very  far  from  being  the  amount  stated  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman.  The  StUamandtr  bad 
been  quoted.  The  expense  on  her  bull  was 
about  £8,500,  in  addition  to  her  proportion 
for inmdantal expenditure.  T\u8alamtmcUr 
vat  813  tons,  whtdi  gara  only  £11  per 
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ton ;  while  the  expenditure  for  rigging  and 
stores  voa  no  (less  than  £4,000,  besidea 
expenditure  on  her  machinery.  These  were 
a  few  of  the  coses — six  or  seven  bad  been 
quoted,  and  it  would  be  easy  to  show  with 
regard  to  the  others  that  his  boo.  Prioid 
bi^  included  in  the  expense  of  repairing 
the  hulls  of  these  ships  what  did  net  at 
all  belong  to  hull  repairs.  But  his  hon. 
Friend  a^ed  why  we  in  1863  spent  so 
large  a  sum  in  repiurhg  ^ps  of  that 
class.  They  were  mntd,  and  existing 
ships  of  that  olaas  mnst  Mther  be  rflmured  or 
new  ships  vi  the  same  elasa  most  bo  bmlt. 
If  new  ships  were  boilt,  it  would  have  been 
necessary  to  wait  nine  or  twelve  nontbs 
over  the  time  requisite  for  repairing  the 
existing  ships ;  and  therefore,  in  the  view  of 
the  Board  of  Admiralty,  it  was  more  econo- 
mical to  repair  those  ships  at  an  average  of 
£10  or  £12  per  ton  than  to  build  others 
of  the  same  class  at  an  expense  of  £28  or 
£30  per  ton.  His  hon.  Friend  appeared 
also  to  forget  that  at  the  time  referred  to 
the  whole  available  expeoditoro  of  the  Ad- 
miralty was  applied  to  bnilding  large  iron 
ships,  and  it  was  considered  onwiso  to 
diminish  these  exertions,  and  apply  tfao 
means  at  their  disposal  to  inereasing  tho 
foreo  ef  small  wooden  diips.  His  hen. 
Friend  referred  to  another  pmat.  He 
stated  that  the  comparison  as  regarded 
timber  in  the  dockyard  accounts  iHiowed 
extraordioaiy  variations,  and  he  especially 
referred  to  the  high  rate  at  whieh  the 
conversions  at  Pembroke  came  ooL  He 
had  not  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  be- 
forehand the  figures  quoted  by  his  hon. 
Friend,  but  although  he  made  some  mys- 
tery about  them,  they  were  apparently 
easily  deduced  from  what  appeared  on  the 
face  of  the  Returns.  It  was  very  difficult, 
in  ihe  eonversion  of  timber,  to  arrive  at 
uniformity  of  rate  in  different  abipbuldiag 
yarda.  The  rat*>bodc  gave  in  respoot  to 
timber  oonvornon  one  nmfiirm  rata  t  but 
there  were  certain  dements  of  variaUon, 
which  eoold  not,  under  any  system,  bo 
obviated,  and  which  tended  to  produoo  dis- 
crepancies. It  was  the  duty  of  the  De- 
partment to  grapple  with  theee  discrepan- 
cies as  much  as  ppssible,  and  he  hoped  that 
in  fbtare  ^ey  would  do  so  in  a  fttr  greater 
degree  than  they  bad  done  befora.  It 
could  not  he  contended  that  we  should  have 
only  one  yard,  becaosq  of  the  difficvlty  of 
adjusting  rates.  Some  dockyaida  were  in 
neiriibonrhoods  where  timber  was  efaom 
and  ooal  and  iron  dear  {  otii^ra  vbere  oou 
and  inm  wero  ^|p«Bdl^(M§l^* 
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To  argDO  that  ezoeu  ia  one  partieiiler 
operation  being  ezpensire  was  oonolosiTe 
against  a  doekyard,  in  other  respects  eoo- 
nomioallj  managed,  would  be  absnrd.  But 
what  were  the  aotaal  facts  as  to  timber  % 
It  is  necessary  to  consider  in  the  first  place 
what  kind  of  work  is  done  at  the  particular 
jard,  and  consequently  what  denomination 
of  timber  woald  be  wanted.  Thns,  the 
contract  price  of  English  oak  used  at  De- 
Tonport  was  £8  19*. ;  at  Portsmouth, 
£712f.;  andatSheemess,£615«.  Again, 
it  was  neeessarj  to  compare  the  percentage 
of  retama  into  store,  and  of  offiil.  Aa  all 
Ubonr  charges  fell  on  the  oonToraion.  the 
larger  the  retams  might  be,  the  greater 
apparently  would  be  the  price  of  the  mano- 
factured  article.  With  respect,  however, 
to  the  rate-book,  there  had  been  handed 
doTVD  certain  rules  with  respect  to  the 
different  classes  of  coorersion  of  timber, 
some  of  which  were  rery  arbitrary,  and  it 
had  been  determined  to  wipe  them  away 
and  constitute  with  respect  to  timber  of 
the  same  class  uniform  rates  per  cobio  foot, 
instead  of  having  Tanations  amounting,  in 
some  eases,  to  lO  or  50  per  cent.  There 
were,  again,  certain  charges,  such  as 
those  for  the  stocking  of  timber  strictly 
belonging  to  the  yard,  whicli  would  not 
in  future  fall  upon  the  conrersion,  but 
equally  upon  all  the  outlay  of  the  yard, 
that  being  evidently  the  right  principle. 
The  effect  of  the  changes  would  be  to  put 
the  manufacturing  accounts  for  the  conver- 
sion of  timber  on  a  more  satisfactory 
footing.  But  it  was  not  intended  to  have 
different  rate-books  for  the  various  estab- 
lishments, He  now  passed  from  that 
exceedingly  dull  subject  to  a  comparatively 
simple  one.  His  hon.  Friend  had  compared 
the  finance  accounts  of  certain  years  with 
the  expense  accounts ;  and  especially  Votes 
8,  0  and  10,  showing  the  amount  of  labour 
and  materials  supplied  to  ships  building,  re* 
pairing,  orreceivmg  stores  during  the  year, 
end  had  pointed  out  that  the  two  snms  did 
not  bahinee.  Of  oonne  they  did  not ;  but 
if  the  eanses  of  Uie  di^renee  were  eon- 
sidered,  it  would  be  found  that  the  reeon- 
ciliation  was  not  so  difficult  as  his  hon. 
Friend  had  supposed.  In  one  respect  he 
was  not  in  a  position  to  answer  his  hon. 
Friend.  He  was  not  aware  that  he  was 
going  to  refer  bock  to  1848,  otherwise  be 
might  have  been  prepared  to  allude  to  the 
aeoonnts  of  the  lost  sixteen  years  ;  but  as 
to  the  expenditure  of  the  last  two  or  three 
years  the  facta  were  elear.  The  finanee 
oocoont  showed  a  oonsiderable  ezeess  over 


the  expense  aooennt  j  that  was  to  say,  they 
bad  purchased  during  those  years  vastly 
more  stores  than  they  had  applied  to  the 
building  and  repairing  of  ships.  It  was, 
however,  impossible  to  balance  the  two 
acconnts  exactly.  Until  the  present  year 
there  had  never  been  a  valuation  of  stock, 
and  it  hod  been  impossible  to  any  that  in 
1860  the  value  of  the  stock  was  so  much, 
that  in  1861  it  was  so  much,  and  that  the 
difference  between  the  two  was  tiie  diffsr- 
ence  between  the  finanee  and  the  expense 
accounts.  He  had,  however,  locked  into 
the  diffsrence  between  the  qoantitiefl  of 
atoek  in  those  periods,  «id  nnind  that  in 
respect  of  some  arttel«,  not  indudiog  iron, 
Uiere  was  an  excess  at  the  later  date  of 
between  eleven  and  twelve  hundred  thou* 
sand  pounds,  no  small  proportion  of  the 
supposed  discrepancy  of  his  hon.  Friend. 
It  was  olso  necessary  to  eliminate  more 
carefully  the  item  of  coal  of  which 
£1,500,000  had  been  supplied  to  the  fleet; 
and  there  were  also  the  stores  sent  abroad, 
for  which  allowance  should  be  made.  His 
hon.  Friend  had  Inqatred  why  they  could 
not  produce  an  account  with  respect  to 
stock  similar  to  that  which  any  business 
man  voaU  prodnee.  His  hon.  Friend  did 
not  seem  to  be  aware  that  that  was  one  of 
the  points  in  whieh  a  change  had  been  mode 
this  year.  It  was  deei&d  from  the  be- 
ginning  of  last  year  a  stock  aeeoaot  should 
be  taken,  and  shonld  be  continued  in  fnture 
years,  thai  affording  the  means  of  prodnoing 
a  proper  balance-sheet  from  year  to  year  ; 
and  when  the  House  came  to  consider  the 
Estimates  he  would  explain  in  what  way  the 
dockyard  accounts  would  in  future  he  kept, 
so  that  they  would  not  only  have  an  account 
of  the  expenditure  on  each  ship,  hut  be 
able  to  show  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  strictly 
commercial  halance*sheet.  The  House 
would  then  be  enabled  to  understand  the 
business  done  in  the  dockyards  as  well  as 
if  it  were  done  by  a  private  company  or 
firm,  and  might  put  tlieir  finger  on  any 
partionlar  item  and  eli(»t  iafbrmation, 
whieh  would  not  only  be  a  great  advantage 
to  the  House,  but  conduce  to  the  eeonomieal 
management  of  the  dockyards. 

TREATMENT  OF  PaiSONERfi  IN  NEW- 
QATE^BSERTATIONS. 

Mb.  LOCKE  rose  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  manner  in  which 
prisoners  are  deUined  in  Newgate  whilst 
under  lemand,  and  to  ask  the  Sff^**^^^ 
State  for  the  Home 
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he  proposes  taking  anj  steps  to  obtun  their 
better  treatment.  He  thought  sufficient 
consideration  had  not  hitherto  been  given 
to  the  treatment  of  indtriduals  under  sach 
eiroumstances.  The  well-known  principle 
of  English  law  was  that  ontil  a  man  was 
found  guiltj  he  was  preramed  to  be  inno- 
eent.  Now,  in  the  case  to  which  he  wished 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  two 
gentlemen— the  Uessrs  Barrj  —  were 
charged  with  conspiracy  to  defraud  certain 
insunuioe  offices,  ud  three  others  were 
chained  with  lareenj.  The  charge  was 
made  a  month  ago,  and  the  parties  had 
been  remanded  week  after  week,  the  alder- 
man not  thinking  it  right  to  allow  them  to 
go  at  large.  He  did  not  wish  to  make  anj 
charge  against  the  alderman,  or  to  pre- 
judge the  case  in  anj  waj.  His  charge 
was  against  the  aathortities  of  the  Citjr 
of  London  for  the  mode  in  which  the/  con- 
ducted the  prison  of  Newgate.  These 
persons  had  to  clean  oat  their  own  cells ; 
they  were  not  permitted  to  see  their  friends 
except  through  an  iron  grating,  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  goaler;  thej  were  not  allowed 
the  use  of  a  knife  and  fork ;  thej  were,  in 
point  of  fact,  made  domestic  serrants  in  a 
place  where  thej  ought  not  to  be  treated 
as  criminals,  bat  were  umply  remanded 
for  further  inquiry.  Now,  under  whose 
direction  was  the  gaol  of  Newgate?  In  the 
Report  of  the  Commission  of  1864,  it  was 
stated  that  the  Court  of  Aldermen  were 
conatitated  a  court  of  quarter  sessions  for 

f risen  purposes  under  the  statute  4  Qeo. 
V.  c.  64.  The  Court  of  Aldermen  sat 
upon  these  cases  of  prison  discipline  under 
different  circumstance  to  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions,  as  the  latter  set  with  open 
doors.  Captain  W.  J.  Williams,  in  his 
evidence  before  the  Commissioners,  Ques- 
tion 2369,  said  that  he  thought  this  power 
ought  never  to  have  been  given  to  the  City 
of  London.  The  Court  of  Aldennen  have 
the  power,  which  they  sometimes  ezeroise, 
of  excluding  itrangers.  He  did  not  accuse 
them  of  framing  rales  worse  than  (hose 
which  existed  in  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. The  House  had  given  every  atten- 
tion to  the  welfiire  of  men  undergoing 
punishment ;  but,  with  regard  to  persons 

S laced  in  prison  simply  on  the  ground  of 
etentioD,  for  the  purpose  of  being  brought 
up  again  to  have  their  cases  properly  m- 
vestigated,  he  was  not  aware  that  any 
consideration  had  ever  been  given.  And 
what  was  the  consequence  ?  They  found 
in  the  City  of  London,  and  in  a  minority 
of  other  places  throaghoat  the  kingdom, 


that  these  persons  were  compelled  to  olean 
out  their  cells  and  to  perform  every  menial 
office,  as  these  two  gentlemen  in  Newgate 
were  compelled  to  do,  although  no  crime 
whatever  had  been  brought  home  to  tbem. 
When  they  were  brought  up  last  time — 
namely,  on  tiiat  day  week,  before  Ur. 
Alderman  Stone,  Ur.  Serieant  Ballantine, 
who  appeared  for  the  derandants,  applied 
to  the  magistrates  to  admit  tiiem  to  bul. 
He  suted— 

*'  That  bisolieDts  vbo  misbt  m<U/  have  ended 
this  inqniiy  dnriag  the  earner  %Ui^  of  the  pn- 
eeediogs,  did  not  do  so,  bnt  were  to  be  fcaad  vwvrj 
day  at  their  hoiuee  or  porsDhig  their  otoal  arooa- 
tXaoM,  and  bad  tbemMlns  oonrted  inqairr ;  bat 
flinoe  their  ApprehenBion  they  had  been  deprived  o/ 
their  liberty  withoat  the  option  oF  giring  bail.  The 
learned  gentleman  said  be  should  not  be  eo  nigent 
if  he  had  not  feund  that  the  prisoners  were  sab- 
jeoted  to  all  the  puns  and  poniihoMnU  of  eoavio- 
ted  felons.'* 

Sir  GEORGE  GRET :  That  ts  not  trae. 

Mr.  LOCKB  :  But  the  counsel  for  the 
prosecution  did  not  deny  the  truth  on  that 
oceaaion,  and  it  was  not  gainsaid  by  the 
alderman  on  the  bench.  If  the  right  hon. 
Oeotlemao  had  received  information  differ- 
ent to  that,  it  was  different  to  what  the 
alderman  admitted.  Indeed,  the  aldermse 
said  that  it  was  the  Home  Secretary's 
fault.  He  attributed  to  the  right  hm. 
Gentleman  all  the  evils  chargeable  upon 
the  management  of  the  gaol  of  Newgate ; 
and  cerUunly  pat  the  right  bon.  Gentieman 
on  his  defence.  Ur.  Seijeaot  Ballaotine 
said— 

"That  his  clients  were  deprived  of  the  eommoB 
necessaries  of  life,  and  had  every  menial  ofllee  to 
perform  in  tbeir  eells;  they  were  not  allowed  to  hold 
oommanioation  with  their  fiuniliea,  except  io  tba 
presenoe  of  a  warder.  Such  prison  r^gnUtiooa, 
he  said,  were  a  disgrace  to  a  oivilised  eomnani^, 
and  that  if  he  bad  beard  of  sach  things  taking 
place  in  oontinental  prisons,  they  ymmi  be  de- 
Donnoed  as  iosnsportable  tyrmnny.  His  clients 
were  prepared  wiOi  any  amount  of  bail,  aod  their 
liberation  oonid  by  no  possibility  be  iqjuioas  to 
the  ends  of  public  Justice." 

The  learned  connsel's  opinions  were 
doned  by  the  cheers  of  the  pablie  in  tfao 
court,  and  no  wonder.  Ur.  Giffard.  who 
appeared  for  the  prosecution,  said  "  he  wma 
sorry  to  hear  that  the  prisoners  were 
treated  in  the  manner  represented,"  and 
thus  endorsed  the  statement  of  Mr.  Serjeant 
Ballantine;  but  Mr.  Alderman  Stone  spoke 
in  stronger  terms  still.  He  said  he  was 
sorry  to  hear  the  prison  regulations  were 
as  they  had  been  described,  bnt  those 
mstters  were  in  the  province  of  the  Home 
Secretary,  and  not  In  that  of  the  City 
magistrmteSf  and  H  was  in^ ariiamrat  only 
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that  ft  ninedj  wu  to  be  fmind.  The  right 
hoD.  Saronet  said  the  other  ni^ht  that  if 
these  persons  were  Ulegall  j  impnsoned  they 
had  their  remedy;  hot  it  now  appeared, 
from  what  Mr.  ^derman  Stone  had  said, 
that  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  City 
authorities,  but  of  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net. He  would  therefore  ash  whether  it 
was  intended  to  allow  persons  remanded, 
and  not  found  guilty  of  any  offence,  to  be 
treated  as  eonricted  felons  or  even  worse. 
Since  he  (Ur.  Locke)  had  put  this  no- 
tice on  the  paper  he  had  receifed  commu- 
nications from  other  places,  and  one  from 
the  Isle  of  VHght  said  that  what  was  done 
in  Kewgate  was  nothing  near  so  bad  as 
what  was  done  there,  and  instances  were 
giren.  All,  therefore,  that  he  (Mr.  Locke) 
BOW  wished  to  do  was  to  aak  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemui  whether  he  was  aware  of  the 
mode  in  which  these  things  were  done 
throughout  the  country,  as  hy  his  office  he 
had  the  official  turveitlanet  of  these  mat- 
ters. He  would  also  ask,  as  tho  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  a  Bill  before  the 
House  with  respeot  to  conTiots,  whether 
he  would  introduce  into  it  a  clause  to 
remedy  this  disgraceful  state  of  things  in 
Newgate  and  elsewhere  f 

Ur.  TORRENS  said,  that  the  case  of 
Newgate  was  not  an  tsoUted  one.  Similar 
circumstances  had  onne  under  his  notice. 
It  was  not  long  ago  a  man  named  Holl 
and  his  wife  were  taken  into  custody  on  a 
charge  of  illegally  pawning.  They  were 
brought  a  considerable  diatanoe  in  a 
soaking  rain,  and  were  locked  ap  all  night 
in  their  wet  olotbee,  baring  been  refused 
the  pri?il6ge  of  sending  for  dry  clothing. 
Ifi  the  momiog  some  little  show  of  mercy 
was  made  by  the  persons  in  charge  of  the 
station  by  turning  hot  air  into  the  cell, 
but  the  poor  man  exclaimed,  "  It  is  too 
late;  the  treatment  I  have  received  this 
night  has  done  for  me,'*  and  be  died  in 
twelve  hours.  An  inquest  was  held,  and 
the  jury  returned  as  a  rerdict,  "  Died  of 
bronchitis,  accelerated  by  the  treatment 
he  had  receired  before  bang  found  guilty 
in  the  station."   The  eoroner  said — 

"He  quite  agreed  with  the  rerdiot;  that  it 
was  not  the  first  time  rach  treatment  bad  ooroe 
under  hia  nottoe ;  that  ihortly  before  s  linular 
cue  had  happened  at  the  Marlbomigh  Street 
station,  and  that  he  bad  made  a  report  of  it  to 
tbe  Home  Offioe,  and  expressed  a'  b<^  that  the 
rigtA  hoa.  Gentleman  would  take  itms  to  do 
awaj  with  tbe  great  orseltr  to  wUfth  peo^ 
under  remand  were  now  sobjeoted." 

Sm  OBORGB  GRBY  said,  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Ur.  Torreni)  bad  given  him 
VOL.  CLXXyn.  [THnDsssnB.] 


notice  that  he  intended  to  mention  any 
8i)eei6c  ease  he  would  have  been  prepared 
with  the  answer  which  no  doubt  ooold  be 
given.  With  regard  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Soathwark  it  appeared  be  had  made  a 
double  complaint — one  as  to  tbe  magistrate 
in  the  case  not  admitting  tho  prisoner  to 
bail — 

Mb.  LOCKE  :  I  expressly  said  that  I 
made  no  complaint  of  that. 

Sm  GEORGE  GREY  :  Then  he  need 
say  nothing  as  to  that.  After  the  answer  he 
(Sir  George  Grey)  gave  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's question  the  other  night,  be  should 
have  thought  it  impossible  for  any  one  to 
assert  that  priwnera  under  remand  were 
in  a  worse  position  and  subject  to  greater 
hardships  than  prisoners  convicted  of  crime. 
He  (Sir  George  Grey)  stated  then  that 
there  was  a  distinction  in  fvnm  of  persona 
on  remand  or  committed  for  trial,  and  that 
they  had  privileges  allowed  them  which 
convicted  criminals  bad  not.  He  knew 
nothing  of  this  case  ;  he  had  had  no  com- 
plain ta  from  any  of  these  persons,  or  from 
any  other  person,  tn  Newgate  prison,  of 
harsh  treatment.  If  any  such  complaints 
bad  been  made  be  should  have  addressed 
on  the  subject  the  only  persons  who  by 
law  were  competent  to  deal  with  them 
—  namely,  the  visiting  justices  —  who, 
were  the  Court  of  Aldermen.  Although, 
therefore,  a  single  magistrato  could  not 
interfere,  yet  Mr.  Alderman  Stone  mi^ht 
have  bronght  tbe  subject  under  the  notiee 
of  his  brother  Aldermen.  It  waa  not  the 
Secretary  of  State  who  was  the  only  peraon 
who  could  interfero— the  matter  waa  in  the 
bands  of  the  riaiting  justices.  He  would 
only  say  that  if  the  persons  whom  his  boo. 
Friend  on  this  occasion  represented  sent  to 
him  any  statement  of  improper  treatment 
they  had  received  he  would  refer  it  to  the 
visiting  justices,  and  request  them  to 
report  upon  it. 

Main  Question  put,  and  €^retd  to, 

SUPPLY. 

Sdpplt  conndeFed  in  Committee. 
House  rMwned. 
'  Committee  Report  FrogroMj  tout  again 

,  Tb-morrow. 

COURTS  OF  JUSTICE  BUILDING  BILL. 
[bill  6.]     THIRD  REASIHO. 

Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Sm  FRANCIS  GOLDSUID  said,  be 
bad  intended  to  have  moved  a  Beaolotion 
somewhat  analogons  to  that  moved  on  a 
previous  evening  by  tho  hon.4*«5»her  fw 
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found  IB  the  correspondeuoe  laid  on  tlie 
table  Then  Sir  \miiam  Denison  was  Go- 
rernor  of  Sydney.  The  colony  of  Vietoria 
had  abown  a  great  desire  to  make  proriHon 
for  itt  own  defence  in  caie  of  a  sodden 
attack.   The  qnestion  of  nusing  a  colonial 
nary  was  not  a  simple  one.    II  it  wai  to 
he  purely  a  oolonial  navy,  it  was  obrioui — 
Firat,  that  it  would  not  have  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  a  nationd  nary,  or  be 
clothed  with  the  rights  that  belone  to  the 
maritime  forces  of  Her  Hajeaty,  and  conae- 
quently  woald  not  be  acknowledged  by 
foreign  nations  in  time  of  war.  Secondly, 
if  there  were  to  be  a  dirided  command, 
qaestions  might  arise  between  a  coloaiU 
officer  and  the  senior  Queen's  officer  of  the 
station  which  might  lead  to  serioas  prae- 
tioal  difficulties.    Thirdly,  it  would  not  be 
easy  to  combine  the  forces  of  different 
colonies  for  a  common  object.    The  qnes- 
tion had  been  considered  by  soecossiTO 
Oorernments  in  1857  and  1858,  and  the 
conclusion  they  had  come  to  was,  that  for 
local  defence  against  a  sudden  incursion 
bj  aea  a  local  force  was  the  most  natural ; 
but  that  for  general  defence  in  a  great 
foreign  war,  the  defence  of  an  Imperial 
navy  was  roost  effectual.   From  these  con- 
clusions he  did  not  differ ;  the  question 
was  whether,  though  apparently  antago- 
nistic, they  might  not  be  reconciled.  But 
up  to  this  time  nothing  had  been  done  on 
the  subject.    Since  that  time  a  cousider- 
able  step  had  been  taken  in  the  maritime 
defence  of  this  country.     In  eonaequence 
of  the  difficulty  experienced  in  getting 
seamen  in  the  Russian  war,  and  again  in 
1858,  when  there  was  a  great  extension  of 
our  navy,  a  Commission  was  appointed  to 
oonsider  the  subject  of  manning  the  navy, 
and  the  result  was  the  establishment  of 
the  Boyal  Naral  Reserve — ft  purely  local 
force  in  time  of  peace,  hnt  becoming  part 
of  the  Imperial  Narr  on  the  oecurrenoo 
of  an  emergency.    That  eiperiment  was 
most  successful.    The  force  numbered  now 
18,000  men,  and  three  years  ago,  when 
there  was  a  sudden  alarm,  the  men  flocked 
in  not  merely  for  the  service  for  which 
they  were  engaged,  but  volunteered  for 
service  which  their  engagement  never  con- 
templated.   In  examining  the  conditions 
on  which  the  force  was  to  be  constituted  it 
was  found  that  even  the  limitation  of  100 
leagues  from  the  shore,  to  which  the  aer- 
vices  of  the  Nsral  Coast  Volunteers  was 
confined,  was  a  serious  practical  obstacle 
to  its  ^icieaey,  and  accordingly  an  ar> 
nngement  was  made  by  whieb,  while  the 
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Perth  (Ur.  Einnaird),  but  that  boo.  Mem- 
ber's Motion  having  been  disposed  of,  he 
did  not  think  it  would  be  right  to  renew  a 
disensMon  upon  the  snlgeet. 

BiUread3*.aiHtp«fHd. 

COURT  OF  CHANCERY  (IRELAND) 
(Noa.  3*8)  BILLS— £Jrr.  fFMlMufa.] 

[bills  25  k  38.]   second  rbasiho. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  said, 
that  as  these  Bills  were  for  the  same  ob- 
jects as  bis  own,  he  was  prepared  to  assent 
to  the  second  reading  without  discussion. 
As  regarded  their  further  progress,  how- 
ever, it  would  be  impossible  that  his  and 
these  could  proceed  port  pa$iu,  nod  it 
would  therefsre  only  be  natunl  to  take 
the  diseussion  on  the  next  stage. 

Mb.  WHITESIDE  assented  to  this 
oouae,  ud  fixed  Thonday  for  (he  Com- 
nuttae. 

Bills  read  2",  and  eommMed  for  7W«- 
4(i|rnezt. 

TAXATION  OF  IRELAND. 

n-AFFonmcBiiT  op  sbibot  oaaoapsBi. 

Select  Committee  re-cppointed,  *'to  oomider 
flw  Taxation  of  Inland,  and  how  fitr  it  is  to  so- 
•ordanoe  with  the  Provisions  of  the  Trea^  of 
Union,  or  jnst  in  reftrenoe  to  the  raaonroe  ol  'the 
Cog&tr]r."—(  Co^otkI  Dukm,) 

On  the  Ifotion  of  Sir  Stavfoid  North- 
oon,  it  WAS  ordered— 

**  That  it  be  an  Lwtmotion  to  the  Committee 
to  inqvirs  into  the  STStem  upon  wbieli  sdvaneee 
are  miula  and  repsTmeots  required  by  the  Impe- 
rial Goverament  for  drainage  and  other  worki  of 
public  ntiiitr  in  Ireland." 

COLONIAL  NAVAL  DEFENCE.— LEAVE. 

Mil  CARDWELL,  in  moving  for  leave 
to  introduce  a  Bill  to  enable  Her  Majeaty's 
eoloniu  to  make  betta-  provision  for  mari- 
time defence,  sMd,  that  no  subject  bad  of 
lata  years  attracted  more  attention  than 
the  development  of  the  qualities  of  self- 
reliance  in  our  colonies  and  the  means  of 
enabling  them  to  make  provision  for  their 
own  defenoe,  and  so  relieve  this  country 
from  a  part  of  a  great  burden  which  had 
pressed  upon  it  in  former  times.  Formerly 
chief  attention  had  been  paid  to  land  de- 
fence, but  it  was  evident  tbat  defence  by 
sea  was  of  far  greater  importance,  and  that 
subject  bad  attracted  considerable  attention 
both  at  home  and  in  the  eotonies.  The 
first  Parliamentary  record  of  the  wishes 
ef  the  colony  on  this  inbjecfc  was  to  be 
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miBD  iQ  time  of  peaee  belonged  to  the  mer- 
ebent  navjr,  in  time  of  war  tbegr  were  to 
beermie  to  alt  intents  and  nnrpotes  sailors 
of  Her  Majesty's  navy,  ana  to  be  as  avail- 
able as  the  seamen  of  the  Rojal  Navj. 
It  appeared  to  the  GoTernment  that  there 
was  no  reason  whjr  the  same  principle 
vhioh  had  been  found  so  valuable  at  home 
should  not  bo  extended  to  our  colonies 
possessing  a  maritime  population,  so  that 
colonies  like  those  of  Australia  and  British 
Mwth  4^merica  might  be  able  in  time  of 
peace  to  train  their  maritime  population  to 
the  use  criF  gons.  subject  to  conditions  like 
those  of  the  Rojal  ^aTBl  Sesenre^  and  that 
in  time  of  war  those  trained  seamen  shonld 
tw  anulaU^  noder  the  control  of  the  Go- 
Ternment of  the  eolonj,  for  all  the  purposes 
of  maritime  defence.  Those  colonies*  espe> 
cialljr  Victoria,  had  expressed  their  readi- 
ness to  raise  such  a  force.  In  preparing  this 
measure,  he  had  had  the  advantage  or  the 
assistance  of  his  noble  Friend  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiraltjr  and  of  the  Civil 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  who,  having  been 
connected  with  the  colonies,  was  well 
aware  of  the  measures  which  were  likely 
to  be  aeeeptable  to  them.  Accordingly, 
the  main  object  of  the  Bill  which  he  sought 
to  introdnee  was  to  extend  the  principle  of 
the  Royal  Naval  Reserve  to  all  the  mari- 
time colonies  of  the  Empire.  But  the  Bill 
would  promote  another  object.  One  mari- 
time colony — ^Victoria— had  been  deurons 
of  having  a  Qoeea's  ship  of  its  own.  It 
had  a  ahip  of  ita  own  ;  hot  that  ship  being 
nerdy  nnder  colonial  authority  possessed 
none  of  the  rights,  and,  in  presence  of 
foreign  nations,  conld  have  none  of  the 
privileges  of  a  ship  of  war.  Those  rights 
and  privileges  could  only  be  secured  by 
putting  the  ship  under  the  control  of  the 
Admiralty.  The  second  purpose  of  the 
Bill  was,  therefore,  to  enable  a  colon; 
either  in  time  of  peace  or  in  time  of  war 
to  place  its  ships  under  tho  control  of  the 
Admiralty.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was 
not  only  to  enable  a  maritime  colony,  if  it 
should  so  think  fit,  to  take  effective  mea- 
sures for  its  own  protection  at  sea,  but  to 
enable  several  colonies  to  eombioe  for 
matoal  protection  under  the  Admiralty — 
to  enable  all  the  colonies  onder  the  British 
Crown  to  be  united  in  one  body  and  to 
combine  their  ships  ao  aa  to  form,  with 
the  navy  of  this  country,  a  naval  defbnce 
for  the  whole  of  the  British  Empire.  The 
right  bon.  Gentleman  concluded  by  moving 
for  leave  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Su  WILLIAU  UILES  inquired  wbe- 


Char  the  payipent  for  a  colonial  ahip  w^s  to 
be  from  the  colony. 

Ur.  CARDWBLL  replied  that  the  BiH 
contomplated  nothing  which  was  not  to  be 
at  the  expense  of  the  colony,  at  least  in 
ordinary  times. 

Uetion  agretd  to. 

Bill  to  make  bettor  provision  for  the 
Naval  Defence  of  the  Cmonies,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Seeretary  Cabdwkll, 
Lord  CuBBMOK  Faobt,  Mr.  CmoHBantB 
FoftTEBOUK,  and  Mr.  Gbildebs. 

HousB  a^jonmsd  at  Eleven  e^oloak. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
ISriday,  March  3,  1865. 

HINUTES.V-PvBuo  Biua— Reading— 

Courts  of  JnstiM  BnUding*  (9S). 
Steond Readinff — GuneLiceitoM<IreUnd)*(16)  ; 

County  Cooris   Eqnitoble  Joriadiotiou  (9) 

[hx.] 

Referred  to  Select  Committee  —  Coon^  Courts 

Eqgitsble  Jarisdlotion  *  (9). 
Movat  Aiieta  —  Civil  Bill  Coarts  Proeedure 

(IteUad)  Aot  (18U)  AmsndsMnt  •  (16). 

COUNTY  COURTS  EQUITABLE  JURIS- 
DICTION BILL-(No.  9.) 

SECOHD  JtXASUe. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*. 
—{7%e  lard  Chanwlior,) 

LoBo  ST.  LEONARDS  said,  that  when 
five  years  ago  a  Bill  was  introduced  by 
the  lato  Lord  Chancellor  (Lord  Campbell)^ 
one  of  the  objects  of  which  wae  to  give 
the  courts  of  common  law  an  equitable 
jurisdiction,  he  (Lord  St  Leonards)  took 
the  liberty  of  pointing  out  to  their  Lord- 
ships several  serious  objections  to  it,  and 
not  the  least  among  them  was  that  the 
Judgra  to  whom  it  was  proposed  to  extend 
the  jurisdiction  were  not  a  class  of  lawyers 
trained  to  deal  with  the  questions  that 
would  come  before  them ;  and  this  he  said 
without  any  impeachment  of  their  learn- 
ing, as  the  two  branches  of  law  were 
towly  distinct.  The  seoud  ground  on 
whi^  he  otgected  to  that  Bill  was  that 
the  common  law  courts  had  not  the 
machinery  necessary  for  working  satis&o- 
torily  an  equiUhle  jurisdiction ;  and 
thirdly,  that  the  Judges  had  not  saffloi^t 
time  to  undertake,  in  addition  to  their 
present  labours,  the  additional  duties 
which  would  be  devolved  upon  them. 
The  BUI  was  lefooed  to  a  Select  Com- 
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mittee,  whidb  included,  besides  some  emi- 
nent Members  of  their  Lordships'  House, 
all  ihe  Law  Lords.    They  considered  the 
Bill  veiy  carefollj,  Uie  noble  and  learned 
Lord  vno  had  infrodoced  it  was  obliged 
to  onuent  to  the  striking  out  dause  ^er 
claose,  and  the  result  was  that  when  it 
oame  baek  to  their  IiOTdahips  bom  the 
Select  Committee  all  the  olaoses  which 
imparted  an  equitable  jurisdiction  to 
courts  of  law  had  been  struck  out.  The 
noble  and  learned  Lord  in  expressing  his 
r^ret  that  the  Committee  cdiould  have 
struck  out  such  most  valuable  clauses, 
expressed  his  hope  that  Parliament  might 
before  long  be  induced  to  adopt  them. 
The  noUe  and  learned  Lord,  however, 
allowed  the  subject  to  drop,  and  nothing 
more  was  heard  of  it  notil  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  upon  tiie  Woolsack  introduced 
hia  Bill  last  year,  of  which  the  present 
was  a  portion.    The  first  objection  he 
(Lord  St.  Leonards)  had  made  to  the  ori- 
ginal Bill  applied  with  ten  times  the  force 
to  tfie  present  Bill,  because  their  Lordships 
mnst  be  well  aware  fliat  the  County  Court 
Judges  most  be  incompetent  a>  lawyers  to 
deal  irith  qneaticms  in  equity.   They  had 
studied  the  law  aa  Common  Law  lawyers, 
and  were  Ten-  well  adapted  for  the  posi- 
tions they  held ;  but  very  few  of  them  had 
even  in  tiieir  lives  practised  in  equity,  and 
would  not  have  ventured  to  give  an  opi- 
nion upon  a  case  involving  equity  law, 
which  they  did  not  assume  or  pretend 
to  understand.    They  had  never  been 
expected  to  exercise  an  equity  juris- 
diction, and  they  did  not  themselves  ask 
for  it ;  but  the  Bill  would  force  this  juris- 
diction on  a  class  of  Judges  who  not  only 
did  not  desire  it,  but  who  would,  if  asked 
for  their  opinion,  pray  to  be  delivered 
from  it.  ^  Tlie  Judges  were  not  to  blame 
for  wishing  to  avoid  the  novel  jurisdiction, 
as  when  they  accepted  their  offices  they 
assumed  fiinotions  titey  were  well  fitted  to 
perform,  and  undertook  no  dutira  that 
they  were  not  weU  capable  of  discharging ; 
and  he  would  venture  to  say  that  very 
fow  of  them  would  have  accepted  the 
appointment  if  they  had  been  expected  to 
exendse  a  jurisdiction  ia  equity.  How, 
then,  could  they  cast  upon  the  County 
Court  Judges  new  duties  which  they  were 
unequal  to  perform,  and  which  they  had 
never  undertaken  ?   They  were  about  to 
put  their  unholy  hands  upon  £1,000,000 
belonging  to  the  Suitors'  Fee  Fund,  and 
£500,000  from  a  Reserve  Fund,  not  one 
single  shilling  of  which  they  ooght  to  I 
ZordStZtonmh  I 


touch,  in  order  to  build  a  Palace  of  Justice, 
into  which  the  rich  man  would  walk  and 
demand  at  the  hands  of  competent  Judges, 
assisted  by  a  competent  Bar,  a  just  decision 
upon  his  rights.   But  this  KU  proposed 
that  &e  poor  man,  with  his  littie  all  of 
£300  or  £500,  should  not  approach  this 
Palace  of  Jns^  in  all  its  grandeur,  but 
must  go  to  the  County  Court  and  hare 
his  rights  decided  by  a  person  who  pro- 
fessed himself  to  be  totolly  ignorant  of 
that  branch  of  Uie  law  he  was  asked  to 
administer.   Then  for  the  first  time  in 
England  would  be  seen  the  rich  man 
treading  lus  way  boldly  into  a  magnificent 
Palace  of  Justice,  and  the  poor  man  ped- 
dling about  a  muddy  county  town  endea- 
vouring to  seek  that  justice  he  was  sure 
not  to  obtoin.    There   would  be  then 
truly  one  law  for  the  rich  and  another  for 
the  poor.  Witii  r^;ard,  then,  to  his  second 
objection  —  the  want  of  the  machinery 
necessary  for  properly  carrying  out  equity 
law,  let  their  Lordships  compare  that  of 
the  County  Courts  with  ttutt  ttf  I3ie  Court 
of  Chancery,  and  they  would  at  once  see 
the  impoBsibiiity  of  redudog  to  practice 
the  theory  of  this  Bill.    When  a  Court  of 
Equity  undertook  to  do  things  it  did  tiion 
thoroughly.   For  example,  if  it  undertook 
the  administration  of  au  esteto  it  took  the 
money,  secured  it,  and  distributed  it. 
The  County  Courts  had  no  machinery 
for  that  pui^ose,  and  was  it  to  be  said 
the  poor  man's  £500  was  less  to  him 
than  the  rich  man's  £100,000  ?   By  the 
improvements  which  had  been  and  would 
be  made  in  the  practice  of  tiie  Chancery 
courts,  the  costs  of  proceedings  therein 
would  be  greatly  reduced,  so  tmit  the  ob- 
jection that  they  were  two  expensive  for 
the  poor  man  would  be  removed — the 
Courts  had  been  opened  to  the  poor  man, 
and  there  he  had  the  advantage  of  havii^ 
his  cause  heard  before  Judges  who  had 
made  equity  their  study  and  a  competoit 
Bar  to  assist  them.   If  tiie  Bill  were  based 
upon  ^mpatfay  for  the  poor  man,  it  showed 
itself  in  saving  his  pocket  by  giving  him 
bad  law — which  nobody  would  wish  to 
have  at  any  price  :— nor  must  it  be  for- 
gotten that  in  the  County  Conrt  there 
were  no  equity  barristers,  and  the  attor- 
neys who  practised  there  would  be  incom- 
petent to  assist  the  Judge  upon  any  donbt- 
fUl  point.    He  repeat^  that  they  were 
taking  money  from  the  Suitors'  Fee  Fund 
which  he  solemnly  declared  belonged  to 
the  suitors  of  the  Chancery  Courts  as  a 
olasi^  and  to  them  alme— aim^rere  taking 
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it  without  any  coloar  of  right  whatever — 
for  purposes  which  were  quite  foreign  to 
those  to  which  it  ought  to  be  applied.  He 
thought  the  proper  application  of  the  Fee 
Fimd  was  to  apply  it  to  the  reduction  of 
the  costs  in  Chancery,  so  that  at  a  small  cost 
suits  mig^t  be  di^(»ed  of  in  the  highest 
court  of  justioe,  and  that  there  might  be 
the  some  law  for  the  rich  and  for  the  poor. 
As  to  the  Bill  now  under  discussion,  a 
great  objection  to  giTing  jnrisdiotion  in 
equity  to  County  Courts  was  that  the 
Judges  of  these  courts  were  itinerant. 
The  Equity  Courts  were  always  sitting  in 
some  certun  and  fixed  places — whereas 
the  County  Court  Judges  went  circuit,  and 
might  be  forty  or  fifty  miles  oS  when  an 
application  was  made  to  their  court.  A 
court  of  equity  ought  to  be  fixed ;  other- 
wise it  could  not  answer  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  intended.    A  resolution  had 
been  sent  to  him  ttom  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  the  Juzisprodenoe  Department 
of  the  Social  Science  Association,  in  which 
it  was  declared  that  they  approved  of  the 
general  principle  of  the  Bill — the  existing 
machinery  of  the  County  Courts  was  not 
adequate  to  the  exercise  of  a  Jurisdiction 
in  equity,  and  Uiey  strongly  objected  to 
the  mode  of  remuneration  proposed  by  the 
BilL   He  eonourred  in  that  view;  and 
last  Session  he  had  given  notice  of  an 
Amendment  to  the  BiU  which  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend  on  the  Woolsack  had  at 
that  time  before  the  House,  the  object  of 
which  Amendment  was  to  rqect  the  pro- 
position for  giving  such  a  jurisdiction  to 
these  courts.    The  first  section  of  the 
Bill  now  before  their  Lordships  gave  the 
Coun^  Courts  jurisdiction  in  all  matters 
in  which  jurisdiction  was  possessed  by  the 
High  Court  of  Chancery,  with  certain 
limitations  as  to  amounto,  and  except, 
its  powers  and  authority  in  lunacy.  It 
was  deolued  that  the  sum  of  money  or 
amount  demanded  or  sought  to  be  re- 
ooreved  \iy  any  i^aintiff  in  a  County  Court 
should  not  enieied  £100  exdarive  of  in- 
terest and  costs,  or  whoi  the  diitribntive 
share  of  any  person  in  any  estate  did  not 
exceed  that  sum  a  suit  for  £100  mi^t 
involve  some  very  nice  questions  which 
tiie  County  Court  Judges  with  their  littie 
knowledge  of  equity  would  not  be  able 
to  solve.    There  was  a  further  limita- 
tion, according  to  which  no  suit  which 
sought  a  declaration  of  right  to  any  lands, 
tenements,  or  hereditaments,  exceeding  in 
value  £20  per  annum,  could  be  brought  in 
a  County  Court.  But  though  the  annual 


value  of  a  property  might  not  exceed  £20, 
the  personal  intcs^st  which  the  landlord 
had  in  it  might  be  worth  many  thousands 
of  pounds.  Another  section  in  the  list  of 
limitations  was  tiiat  suits  for  spec^  per- 
formance or  the  delivering  up  or  oanoeUing 
of  any  agreement  fca  the  sue  or  purchase 
of  property  oould  only  be  brought  where 
the  whole  amount  or  toIuo  of  the  prmerty 
did  not  exceed  £300.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, think  that  this  limitation  made  the 
matter  satisfactory,  because  there  were  no 
more  delicate  questions  than  those  which 
had  to  be  decided  by  a  court  of  equity  in 
suits  for  specific  performance  and  suits  for 
the  cancelling  of  agreements,  and  these 
questions  arose  irrespectively  of  the  amount 
involved — they  turned  upon  the  nicest  dis- 
tinctions and  rested  upon  a  great  number 
of  authorities.  Under  tiiis  Bill  injunc- 
tions or  orders  in  the  nature  of  injunctions 
might  be  made  by  the  County  Courts,  and 
also  for  stay  of  proceedings  law  where 
the  plaintiff  in  such  proceedings  sought 
tiie  recovery  of  a  debt  provable  under  a  de- 
cree for  the  administration  of  an  estate 
made  by  the  court  to  which  the  applica- 
tion for  injunction  was  made ;  so  utat  a 
party  might  go  to  the  County  Court  uid 
get  an  injniution  against  the  Lord  Cfaitf 
Justice  of  England  for  proceedings  in  his 
court.  The  more  the  BiU  was  examined 
the  more  evident  it  became  that  such  a 
measure  would  not  work.  Section  5  pro- 
vided that  if  during  the  progress  of  a  suit 
it  should  be  made  to  appear  to  the  Court 
that  the  subject-matter  of  the  suit  ex- 
ceeded the  limit  in  point  of  amount  to 
which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  County  Court 
was  restricted  it  should  not  affect  the 
validity  of  any  order  or  decree  already 
made,  but  it  ahould  be  competent  to  the 
said  court,  if  it  should  so  think  fit,  to 
transfer  the  suit  to  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
and  thereupon  the  suit  should  proceed  in 
one  of  the  Vice  ChanceUor's  Courts.  From 
this  it  appeared  that  if  the  limit  were 
passed  by  even  the  smallest  amoont  the 
parties  might  be  driven  to  the  Court  of 
Chanoexy  after  aU.  The  BiU  fbrther  pro- 
vided WAX  suits  for  the  foreclosure,  stde, 
or  redemption  of  property  in  mortgage 
should  be  taken  in  tiie  County  Court  with- 
in the  district  in  which  eitiier  the  mort- 
gagee or  the  mortgagor  had  his  usual 
place  of  abode.  It  was  to  be  remembered 
that  the  mortgagee  and  the  mortgagor  did 
not  usually  reside  in  the  same  place,  and 
that  a  man  might  reside  at  one  end  of  the 
kingdMu  and  nave  his  nton^  lent  at  tbe 
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other.  A  mortngee,  for  instance,  fiving 
m  the  north  of  England,  might  itep  into 
a  County  Conrt  yaids  from  his  door, 
and  take  proceedings  againBt  his  mort- 
gagor who  lived  in  the  south,  and  what 
an  injustice  and  inconrenience  that  would 
be  to  the  latter.  The  same  was  the  ease 
with  regard  to  suits  for  specific  perform- 
ance. Either  party  might  commence  pro- 
ceedings in  the  County  Court  of  the  dis- 
trict in  which  he  lired  or  carried  on 
bnnness.  He  objected  strongly  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  fees  were  to  be 
leried,  and  the  Judges  to  be  remunerated 
fat  their  additional  labour.  The  Govem- 
ment  were  about  to  take  £1,000,000  from 
tiie  fbnds  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  which 
he  maintained  was  the  proper^  of  the 
Bnitors,  and  which  ought  to  be  applied  to 
the  redaction  of  the  fbee,  so  that  even  Hia 
poorest  might  be  able  to  avail  themselTcs 
of  the  remedies  provided  br  the  Conrt  of 
Chancery.  He  was  strongly  opposed  to 
the  Bill ;  but,  on  the  whole,  he  did  not 
think  it  advisable  to  divide  the  House 
against  it  on  the  present  stage,  though  he 
should  certainly  do  so  on  a  future  occasion 
unless  the  Bill  were  materially  altered  in 
Committee. 

LoBD  CRANWOBTH  said,  he  ooncnrred 
entirely  with  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
(Lord  St.  Leonards)  in  thinking  that  there 
were  many  provisions  in  this  Bill  which 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  stand ;  but,  upon 
tiie  whole,  a  Bill  to  give  County  Courts 
equitable  jurisdiction  in  some  oases  of  small 
amount  would  be  exceedingly  useiU.  The 
County  Courte  had  now  been  ooostituted 
about  twenty  yean.  Their  citation  was 
in  the  first  instancy  a  tentative  measnre, 
hut  it  had  succeeded  admirably,  and  from 
time  to  time  their  jurisdiction  had  been 
enlarged,  to  the  great  benefit  of  tiie  country ; 
and  he  thought  it  not  unreasonable  to 
say  that  the  time  had  come  when  an 
equitable  jurisdiction  might  be  conferred 
upon  them,  within  certain  limits,  with 
further  advantages.  Surely  courts  which 
were  intrusted  with  the  duty  of  ascer- 
taining whether  debts  were  due  were 
competent  to  wind  np  small  estates,  to 
ascertain  who  were  the  creditors,  and  to 
divide  the  assets.  By  the  law  as  it  at  pre- 
sent stood,  County  Courts  had  a  jurisdic- 
tion as  to  lencies  up  to  £50 ;  bat  they 
had  no  jnrismction  where  people  died  in< 
testate,  leaving  a  small  property.  For 
himself,  he  had  no  doubt  whatever  that 
the  fudges  of  the  County  Courts  were 
ftally  competent  to  discharge  tiie  duties 
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that  would  devolve  npcm.  them.  He  agreed 
with  his  noble  and  learned  Friend's  objeo* 
tion  to  the  manner  in  which  the  County 
Conrt  Judges  were  to  be  paid  for  the  exUa 
labour  imposed  on  them.  When  these 
courts  were  first  instituted  the  Judges 
were  paid  by  fees ;  but  that  was  so  objec- 
tionable, and  was  found  to  give  rise  to  a 
feeling  of  suspicion  so  improper  to  be  en- 
tertained with  reference  to  any  Court  of 
Justice,  that  the  ^stem  was  put  an  end 
to,  and  he  regretted  extremely  this  attempt 
to  revive  it  in  however  modified  a  form. 
This  was  a  matter,  however,  which  might 
be  set  right.  On  the  whole,  he  could  not 
but  express  his  approbation  of  the  Bill, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  become  law,  with 
certain  modifications. 

Lord  CHELICSFOBD  said,  that  when 
his  noble  and  learned  Friend's  County 
Conrt  Bill  was  before  the  House  last  year, 
he  had  expressed  his  approbation  of  oer* 
tain  provisions  in  it  giving  an  equitable 
jurisdiction  to  County  Courts ;  because  be 
thought  it  would  undoubtedly  be  a  desir- 
able thing  if  equitable  remedies  conid  be 
brought  within  the  reach  of  persons  who 
could  not  afford  the  expensive  luxury  of 
a  Chancery  suit.  He  thought  this  Bill 
would,  on  the  whole,  provide  the  remedy. 
To  prevent  the  County  Courts,  however, 
obtaining  too  large  a  jurisdiction  would  re- 
quire very  careful  framing  of  the  details 
of  the  Bill,  and  he  wished  to  call  bis  noble 
and  learned  Friend's  attention  to  the 
wording  of  the  first  clause,  which  he 
thought  might  have  rather  a  daogerous 
efi^.   The  first  elanse  ran  thus — 

**  ETttrjr  aoft  or  matter  that  may  dow  bo  mb^ 
mcDoed  and  proseoDted  in  the  High  Court  of 
Chancery  majr  hereafter  be  broDght  and  proMonted 
In  the  County  Courts,  and  the  Judget  thereof  shall 
hare  full  jnrifldletion  to  hear  and  detemiue  the 
same,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  proTi- 
sions  and  reitriotlons  hereinafter  named." 

But  unless  those  restriotions  were  very 
carefully  £mmed  the  County  Courts  would 
get  a  jarisdiotion  to  any  amount;  and  he 
would  surest  that  it  would  be  better  if 
the  clause  ran— 

"  The  Judges  of  the  Conoty  Courts  iball  have 
power  to  bear  and  determine  everj  suit  vUeh 
nay  now  be  oommenoed  in  the  Bigh  Conrt  tt 
Chanoery  in  the  following  oaMS." 

He  could  not  help  fearing  that  if  this  ad- 
ditional  business  was  tmown  upon  the 
Goonty  Courts,  they  would  be  found 
scarcuv  able  to  bear  the  increased  burden. 
He  had  been  informed  bv  one  of  the  If  etro- 
politan  County  Court  Jadgee4hat  heihad 
an  average  of  l40  vtm^^nS^f^^^mii 
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he  sat,  and  that  he  was  frequently  occu- 
pied until  seren  or  eight  in  the  erenii^ 
in  disporing  of  them.   The  only  other 
point  to  'whidi  he  would  advert  upon 
the  preset  oooasion  was  the  rery  ob- 
jeotionahle  mode  in  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  remunerate   the  Judges  for 
the  additional  labour  to  be  oast  upon 
them.   He  was  inclined  to  believe  tibat 
the  plan  proposed  by  the  Bill  did  not  have 
the  entire  concurrence  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  on  the  "Woolsack ;  but  that  he 
had  adopted  it  under  the  beli^  that  a  pro- 
pomtion  for  an  increase  of  salurjr  to  the 
Judges  would  meet  with  of^osition  else- 
where— snoh  as  he  had  in  &ot  met  witb 
when  introducing  his  Bill  of  I860  in  the 
Eonse  of  Commons.  He  quite  agreed  with 
tiie  noble  andleamedLord  that  ttie  salaries 
the  County  Court  Judges  shouM  be  in- 
creased.  The  County  Ccturt  Judges  had 
not  been  treated  either  fairly  or  liberally 
by  the  country.    Originally  they  were 
paid  by  fees ;  but  a  power  was  reserved  to 
the  Crown  by  Order  in  Council  to  com- 
mute those  fees  into  salaries  not  exceeding 
£1,200  a  year.    The  fees  in  some  courts 
amounted  to  lai^  sums,  and  an  Order  in 
Council  was  issued,  giving  the  Judges 
*  salaries  of  £1,000  a  year,  they  being 
allowed  to  practise  at  the  Bar  beyond  the 
district  of  uieir  respeoUve  courts.  When 
the  jurisdiction  was  increased  to  £50,  an 
Act  was  passed,  giving  power  to  increase 
the  salaries  to  £1,S00  a  year,  but  restrain- 
ing the  Judges  from  praetising  at  the  Bar. 
8<nDe  time  after  the  Treasury  gave  £1,600 
aTeartoten  of  the  Judges,  £1,300  to  two 
ottters,  and  left  the  remainder  with  thcor 
old  saluies  of  £1,200.    At  the  same 
time,  provision  was  made  that  when  the 
business  of  any  County  Court  increased  to 
a  certain  amount  the  salary  of  the  Judge 
should  be  raised  to  £l,S00.   He  was  told 
that  the  present  Prime  Minister  objected 
to  the  arrangement,  and  thought  tlut  all 
the  Judges  should  receive  £1,500  a  year. 
Soon  afterwards,  however,  the  19  &  20 
Viet,  was  passed,  which  took  away  from  I 
the  majority  of  die  Judges  all  prospect  of 
increased  salaries.    Boring  the  interval 
labour  of  different  kinds  had  been  thrown 
upon  the  County  Courts— in  fisot  they 
were  considered  as  judicial  beasts  of  burden, 
npoi  whom  any  kmd  of  new  labour  could 
be  imposed.   The  noble  and  learned  Lord, 
in  inlndaoing  his  Buikraptt^  Bill  in  the 
^rase  of  GommoBiy  in  1860,  expressed  an 
opinion  tiiat  llie  oonntry  had  dealt  with 
the  Ooraty  Ooori  Judges  in  a  mggatdfy 


spirit,  and  proposed  to  grant  them  an  in- 
crease of  £300  a  year.  That  Bill  dn^>ped; 
and  under  the  Act  now  in  force  the  Judges 
had  all  the  additional  labour,  but  no  in- 
crease of  remuneration.  Such  a  mode  of 
dealing  with  those  gentlemen  was  not  just. 
He  could  not  concur  in  the  opinion  ttiat 
the  County  Court  Judges,  as  a  body,  were 
incompetent  to  deal  with  Chancery  busi- 
ness,  for  many  of  Uiose  learned  gentlemen 
had  passed  many  years  in  practice  in  the 
Equity  Courts.  By  the  provim>n  in  the 
Bill,  however,  no  Judge  was  to  reoeive  a 
greater  amount  of  fees  than  would  raise 
his  whole  remuneration  to  £1,600  a  year. 
The  effect  of  thai  would  be  that  in  popa- 
lous  pUoee,  where  the  greatest  propmrtum 
of  new  bnmness  might  be  expeeted  to 
arise,  and  where  the  Judges  now  reoeiTBd 
£1,500,  the  only  additional  remunoration 
they  would  reoeive  for  the  new  labour 
would  be  £100  a  year;  while  in  districts 
where  there  was  less  business  the  Judge 
might  get  an  increase  of  £400  a  year.  He 
should  not  at  present  enter  further  into 
details;  but  would  express  a  hope  that  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  would  have  in- 
fluence enough  in  the  proper  quarts  to 
aooomplish  his  object  of  remunerating  the 
Judges  in  a  less  otnectionable  nuumw.  His 
own  opinion  was  that  all  the  Judges  should 
receive  £1,600,  and  some  of  them  were 
well  entitled  to  £1,800  a  year. 

Tei  iced  CHANCELLOR:  Uj 
Lords,  I  must  ask  the  attention  of  your 
Lordships  for  a  few  moments.  First  I 
will  advOTt  to  the  subject  last  QPpkat  of, 
the  remuneraidtm  of  the  Judges.  The  noble 
and  learned  Lord  has  rightfy  divined  tiutt 
the  mode  I  have  adopted  in  the  Bill  is  one 
dictated  by  necessity  and  not  by  choice.  I 
am  perfec^y  well  aware  of  the  objectionB 
to  this  plan.  It  is  one  I  would  not  have 
resorted  to  if  I  had  found  myself  able  to 
carry  another  mode  of  remuneration.  But 
it  is  a  very  serious  question,  as  your 
Lordships  will  see,  when  I  teU  you  the 
present  expenditure  of  the  conn^  upon 
the  County  Courts.  The  sum  voted  in 
the  last  year  for  the  County  Courts  gene- 
rally was  £162,000,  and  ttie  sahvies  of 
the  Judges,  paid  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  amounted  to  £82,000 ;  so  that  the 
total  expense  iras  £234,000.  I  am  by  no 
means  diroosed  to  say  that  is  too  largo  an 
amount ;  but,  at  the  same  time*  it  is  so 
larae  a  sum  that  I  wis  my  onwilling  to 
penl  this  measore  1^  pn^osing  that  a^ 
omsideraUe  addition  ohoold  be  mad*  to 
du  sriarisaof  tha  JodcoB.  I-wwateid 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


lOSa      Onmiy  Omit  £gmiiaU      {U0>B3i&\         JuritHetim  BOL  1040 


that  such  a  coarse  voold  inTolve  the 
duoomfltore  of  the  Bill,  or,  at  least,  that 
the  propoeition  would  not  meet  with  the 
assent  of  Uie  Honse  of  Commons,  so  that 
the  Jndgea  would  be  left  withoat  addi- 
tional remuneration  for  new  labours  to  be 
imposed  upon  them.  I  conoor  in  much 
that  has  been  said  as  to  the  merits  of  these 
functionaries  and  the  inadequate  manner 
in  which  they  are  paid.  I  protested 
against  the  reduotion  of  their  salaries.  I 
desire  to  augment  their  salaries  to  au 
amoaat  ai  £1,600  a  year.  It  was  in 
order  to  aroid  the  danger  of  the  Bill  being 
utterly  defeated  that  I  have  now  proposed 
this  mode  of  remuneration,  not  as  the  best 
mode,  but  as  the  only  one  whioh  I  think 
tiiere  ia  any  ohanoe  of  getting  the  House 
of  Comnuma  to  assent  to.  Aa  to  the 
measure  itself,  I  oan  only  say  I  am 
not  Borpriaed  at  the  oppontion  of  l^e 
noble  and  learned  Lord  near  me  (Lord  St. 
Leonards).  Neither  do  I  desire  otherwise, 
for  I  know  the  great  adrantage  of  having 
his  determined  oppoaitioD,  bwause  we  are 
certain  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  close 
scrutiny  of  all  the  provisions  of  the  mea- 
sure. At  the  same  time,  I  hope  that  his 
opposition  is  with  a  view  to  amend  and 
not  to  dwtroy  the  Bill.  At  the  same 
time  I  regret  that  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend,  with  all  his  experience  and  the 
great  respect  with  whidi  his  opinion  is 
leoeived,  should  have  apokoi  of  the  Gonnty 
Court  Judges  in  the  manner  he  has  done. 
Hy  noMe  and  learned  Friend  'has  referred 
to  these  Jodgea  as  being  utterly  incompe- 
tent to  admidster  bnsineaB  in  equity.  I 
was  sorry  to  hear  that  o^nion  nil  from 
my  noble  and  learned  Fnand,  beoanae  he 
hu  ^faetised  in  tlu  Equity  Courts,  and 
was  present  when  Lord  Lyndhuist  was 
saddraly  tranaferred  from  the  Court  of 
Common  Law  to  the  Court  of  £quity, 
which  he  afterwards  adorned  for  so  many 
years.  I  never  heard  that  any  charge 
of  incapaoify  was  brought  against  him ; 
and  the  same  thing  may  be  said  of 
a  great  number  of  other  Judges  who 
were  tranaferred  without  any  warning  in 
the  same  way.  My  Lords,  I  appeal 
to  my  noble  and  Iramed  Friend  whe- 
ther he  would  be  in  the  situation  he 
says,the  County  Court  Judges  are — that 
they  are  men  ready  to  oonfess  and  acknow- 
ledge their  inoompetency.  I  am  not  at 
•11  avare  that  those  gentlemen  have  any 
inoh  extraordinary  modesty,  and  if  they 
have  I  sbonld  b^  all  means  denre 
ttiem  to  get  rid  of  it  aa  rood  m  poanUe. 

ThtUrd  Chmttlhr 


Modesty  in  regard  to  the  administaitixni 
of  equity  in  matters  this  description  is 
greaUy  misplaced,  for  the  greatest  portion 
of  what  is  denominated  equity  is  nothing 
in  the  world  but  good  sense  and  common 
reason  guided  by  some  general  knowledge 
of  the  maxims  and  principles  of  law.  I 
do  not  contemplate  with  any  fear  the  con- 
duct of  gentlemen  who  have  been  selected 
from  tlw  ranks  of  the  Bar  —  from  tiie 
manner  in  which  the  County  Court  Judges 
have  been  selected  for  the  last  twenty-fire 
years,  I  believe  tiiat  their  equity  adminis- 
tration <m  those  subjects  which  the  Bill 
proposes  to  add  to  their  present  duties  will 
be  distinguished  by  good  sense,  care,  skill, 
and  knowledge  in  the  law.  The  only  ob- 
jection which  is  made  to  the  establishmrat 
of  the  Goimty  Courts  is  similar  to  what 
haa  been  urged  this  evening — the  in^w 
administration  of  justice.  One  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  statute  by  which  those  oonrts 
were  established  shows  that  they  were  ori- 
ginally intended  to  apply  to  equity  as  well 
as  common  law ;  and  I  know  not  in  what 
manner  they  could  better  be  made  auxili- 
aries for  the  public  good  than  in  being 
intrusted  with  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice in  those  cases  which  from  the  nature 
of  things  would  fade  and  dwindle  when 
attempted  to  be  brought  within  the  cog- 
mzanoe  of  a  superior  tribunal.  I  do  not 
purpose  following  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend  on  my  left  (Lord  St.  Leonards) 
into  the  argument  of  whioh  he  has  given 
na  a  foretaste  to>night,  and  of  which  he 
threatens  a  continuance  upon  another  oc- 
casion. But  when  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend  says  I  had  better  abstain  from 
putting  saailqpoua  handa  upon  the  Snitcn^ 
Fee  Fimd,  whuh  onu^t  rather  to  be  applied 
to  tiie  reduction  of  the  fbes  of  the  court, 
my  noble  and  learned  Friend  forgets  what 
he  ought  to  have  remembered — the  effect 
which  has  attended  the  reductions  already 
made.  I  hold  in  my  hand  extracts  from 
certain  bills  of  costs,  and  will  appeal  to 
them  to  show  the  necessity  of  the  measure 
and  the  impossibility  of  otherwise  opening 
the  doors  of  equity  to  small  cases  such  as 
those  now  proposed  to  be  transferred  to 
the  -County  Courta.  In  the  first  case,  I 
find  that  there  was  a  suit  instituted  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery  to  get  a  decree  for 
some  property  not  exceeding  in  valne 
£150.  The  costs  amounted  to  £96  ; 
but  the  court  Ibes,  the  reduction  of  which 
ia  the  panacea  of  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend,  were  only  £6  7«.  6<^  The  ooata 
and  eonrt  ohaigaa  thecellm-  amooi^  to 
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£90  B»,  6i.,  whudi  I  think  is  quite  a 
■uflBdent  bar  to  attempt  to  get  reliu  from 
OoDrts  of  Eqtdfy  in  sadi  bduU  oaaes.  Tlie 
next  osM  is  wmrnthiTig  still  worse.  There 
was  a  small  suit  institated  for  the  ad- 
ministadaon  of  an  estate.  The  whole  estate 
was  £400,  and  the  debts  on  it  £100.  The 
costs  amounted  to  £1S9  8«.  %d.y  the  court 
fees  being  only  £9  12«.  It  is  no  re- 
proach to  the  court  tbat  these  costs  were 
so  lai^,  for  tbe  expenses  arise  from  the 
fiict  that  the  suit  onginates  in  the  country 
and  the  business  has  to  be  conducted  be- 
tween country  and  London  solicitors,  iu- 
Tolving  great  loss  of  time  and  iocrease  of 
expense.  If  witnesses  be  required  these 
witnesses  would  also  probably  hare  to  come 
to  London^  or  a  oommission  must  hare 
gone  down  to  examine  them  in  the  oonu- 
try.  The  great  fault  of  lawyers  is  that 
they  become  so  enamoured  of  the  old  sys- 
tem in  which  they  have  been  bred,  and  in 
its  principles,  that  they  refose  to  see  any- 
thing but  good  in  its  aj^pUeation,  and  the^ 
look  with  anspicion  on  a^  plan  whidi  is 
likely  to  make  the  form  <h  judicial  proce- 
dure less  elabwate  and  less  costly  as  likely 
to  cause  a  departure  from  tiiat  exactness 
in  which  they  beHeve  justice  resides. 
There  are  some  oriticistais  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Bill,  upon  which  I  believe  a 
great  deal  can  be  said  pro  and  con. ;  but  I 
liiall  be  extremely  glad  to  have  the  mea- 
sure snbjected  to  every  kind  of  scrutiny 
and  anxious  care,  in  which  I  am  sure  I 
shall  hare  the  assistance  of  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend,  and  I  trust,  therefore,  that 
the  House  will  not  refiise  to  give  the  mea- 
sure a  sectmd  reading. 

Motion  cyrMi^  U. 

Bill  read  2%  and  rtftrrei  to  a  Select 
Committee. 

And,  on  Uaroh  6,  the  Lords  flawing 
were  named  of  Hie  Select  C(uunittee : — 


Ld.  ChuMellor. 
Ld.  Steward. 
E.  Devon. 
E.  RomiMf, 
V.  Evenlcr. 
LCranworai. 


L.  Salat  Loonards. 
L.  Wsndqrdale. 
L.  Belper. 
L.  Choinsfiird. 
L.  KiDgsdows. 
L.  lorredoD. 


House  Mljoaraed  mt  half  put  Six 
o'oloek,  till  HmuAKS  next, 
Elena  o'eloeL 


HOUSE  OF  COUHOirS, 
Friday,  March  8, 1866. 

MINUTES.}— SiuoT  CoioaTTiM  —  On  Africa 
(Weatem  CoMt)  nomttated  (tee  p.  M9) ; 
Commoni  and  Open  Spaaei  nomifiafn;  («» 

p.  515). 

^xmhT—eontidered  in  ComsiittM— Oommittee 

PoBUO  Bills — Second  Reading — Court  of  Cban< 

oery  (Ireland)  •  (No.  1)  [61. 
Ccmunttfee-^Induatrial  Exhibitions*  [86] ;  British 

Kaffraria  {re-eem.)\4S\. 
A»wrf— Indnstriat  EidUbitions*  [361;  Britfdi 

Kaft«ria*[«]. 
Contidered  at  amenddd — OommoQ  Lav  Courts 

(Fee»)»;  [39]. 

WATERWORKS  BILLS^DESTION. 

Hb.  FERRAKD  said,  he  rose  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  When  the 
Clauses  for  protection  of  life  and  property 
to  be  ioserted  in  Waterworks  Bills  will  be 
laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House  ;  and 
whether  they  will  apply  to  existing  Waters 
works  Reserriors  ? 

Mb.  HILNBR  GIBSON,  in  reply,  said, 
he  oould  not  at  present  state  when  the 
clauses  to  be  ioaerted  in  the  Waterworks 
Bills  will  be  laid  upon  the  tabic.  The 
subject  was  at  present  under  consideration, 
and  he  hoped  he  might  be  able  to  giro  a 
more  definite  answer  in  tiie  eoune  <tf  a 
few  days. 

SHERIFF  COURTS  (SCOTLAND). 
(IUE8TKRT. 

Mb.  BAXTER  sud,  he  wished  to  ask 
the  Lord  Adrocate,  When  the  Returns 
relative  to  the  business  transacted  in  the 
Sheriff  Conrts  in  Scotland,  ordered  by  the 
House  on  the  6th  Jme,  1864,  will  be  laid 
upon  the  table  ! 

The  LORB-ADTOCATE,  in  reply, 
said,  he  really  could  not  inform  his  hon. 
Friend  when  ue  Retoms,  which  were  Tfiry 
Tolaminooa,  would  be  laid  on  the  table. 
They  were  now  bemg  prepared,  and  he 
wonld  taJce  all  the  means  in  his  power  to 
hare  tbem  completed. 

A  RUT— SENTENCES  OF  COURTS 
MARTIAL.— QUESTION. 
Ub.  MORRITT  said,  he  wished  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
in  case  of  a  soldier  Ming  tried  by  General 
Court  Martial,  What  time  is  allowed  to 
elapse  before  tiie  sentonee  is  promulgated  t 
and  also  whether  it  is  true  that  a  soldier 
in  the  CoUetreain  Gnards  waf^ned  by^ 
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General  Orart  Martial  before  ChriBtmas, 
and  another  soldier  in  the  Soots  Fusileora 
was  tried  bj  General  Court-Uartial  on  the 
]2th  Jaoaary,  and  neither  Benteooe  has 
ai  ret  been  promatgated  ? 

Mb.  HBADLAM  said,  ht  could  anawer 
the  Question— there  was  no  regular  time, 
at  tba  Qoeatiui  of  the  hon.  Uamber  implied. 
The  practice  with  regard  to  oases  of  this 
description  was  that  as  aoon  as  a  certain 
Buinber  accumulated  thej  were  taken  up 
to  Her  Mi^estj.  These  eases  had  been 
tahea  op  to  Her  Majesty,  and  there  was 
no  reason  why  the  sentenoea  ahosM  not 
now  be  promulgated. 

ARUT— HIUTART  BESBRVE  FUND. 
QDESnOK. 

LOBD  HOTHAll  said,  he  would  bef  to 
aak  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
Whether  he  will  andertake  to  present  the 
Annual  Report  of  tho  Military  Reserre 
Fund  in  sufficient  time  to  allow  of  its  being 
examined  and  considered  by  Members  be- 
fore he  mores  the  Army  BsUmates  in 
Committee  of  Supply  ? 

Tee  Mabqdess  of  HARTINGTON  re- 
plied, that  the  Report  of  the  Military  Re> 
serve  Fund  extended  over  transactions 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  financial 

J ear  beginning  April  1  and  ending  March 
1.  The  Report,  therefore,  coatd  not  be 
printed  until  the  conclusion  of  the  year, 
and  he  feared  it  would  not  be  ready  for 
presentation  to  the  Hoosa  till  three  weeks 
or  a  month  after  the  eoaelouon  of  the 
financial  year^— that  was  to  say,  about  the 
end  of  April. 

INDIAN  STAFF  APPOINTMENTS. 

Mb.  TORRENS  said,  he  would  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 
Whether  he  will  lay  upon  the  table  a  List 
of  Officers  who  haTO  been  seconded  or 
made  supernumerary  in  the  Indian  Artil* 
lery  beeanse  of  em|do^«nt  io  miseeUaueoas 
Staff  appointments,  in  eonfnrmity  with  the 
Despatch  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India.  No.  61,  dated  Fobmary  29,  1864, 
which  was  coucnrred  io  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  and  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Field  Marshal  Commanding-in-Cliief ; 
and,  in  the  erent  of  the  Instructions  there* 
in  contained  not  having  been  carried  into 
effect,  will  be  gtTO  the  reasons  for  delay  in 
obtaining  them  ! 

The  Mabqcisb  or  HARTINGTON 
said,  in  reply,  that  the  papers  veteenA  to 


by  the  hon.  Member  wonid  appear  in  the 
OaeetU  in  a  few  days,  and,  therefore,  he 
did  not  think  it  would  be  neceBsary  to  lay 
them  upon  the  table.  The  change  which 
had  taken  place  was  conseqaent  upon  a 
long  correspondence  between  the  Home 
GoTemment  and  the  Government  of  India. 

E6TPT— THE  SUEZ  CANAL. 

QVB8TI0K. 

Mb.  darby  GRIFFITH  said,  he 
would  beg  to  ask  tho  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  Whether  Sir  Henry  Bulwer  baa 
gone  from  Cairo  to  make  an  inspeo^a  of 
the  works  of  the  Sues  Canal ;  whether  he 
will  make  an  early  Report  on  tbe  sobjeet ; 
and  whether  such  Report  will  he  laid  upon 
the  table  of  the  House  f 

TisoouhtPALMERSTON:  Sir  Henry 
Bolwer  has  beon  at  Cairo,  but  has  been 
eonfined  by  an  attack  of  illness.  Soma 
lime  ago  he  paid  a  risit  to  tbe  Sues  Canal, 
but  I  do  not  believe  he  has  lately  done  so. 
There  is  no  Report  from  him  to  he  laid 
before  this  House. 

DEPTTTT  LIEUTENANCY  OF  THE 
TOWER^UESTION. 

SiB  JOHN  TRELAWNT  said,  he 
would  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Seeretaiy  of 
SUte  for  War,  Whether  Lieutenant  Ge- 
neral Lord  de  Ros,  having  accepted  the  ap- 
pointment of  Colonel  of  the  4tb  Hussars, 
will  continue  to  hold  tbe  post  of  Deputy 
Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  f 

The  Marodebs  of  HARTINGTON 
said,  in  reply,  that  Lord  de  Ros  woold 
continue  to  hold  the  appointment  of  de- 
puty lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  although  he 
bad  been  appointed  colonel  of  the  4th 
Hussars.  It  was  not  necessary  that  he 
should  enter  into  an  eiplanation  of  tbe 
eircumstanees,  but  he'  might  state  that 
Lord  de  Ros  was  appointed  to  the  Tower 
before  the  role  was  lud  down  by  which  it 
was  declared  that  in  future  officers  should 
not  hold  two  sueh  app«ntmeuts  togethw. 
In  the  ease  of  a  gallant  general  (General 
Bowles),  who  had  been  deputy  constable 
of  tho  Tower,  precisely  the  same  rule  had 
bera  aeted  upon. 

CONFEDERATE  STATE  CRUISERS. 

QUESTION. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFBYRE  said,  he  wished 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  affsirs.  Whether  tlie  attention  of 
Her  ll^ies^'s  ao]E^p^@|^>ggit^ 
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to  «  eeri«a  If  inat«  of  ImtraotionB  alleged 
lo  hoT*  bam  kewd  by  tho  Gerenittieiit  of 
tbo  Coofederato  Stdtea  witli  rcferenoe  to 
tho  ■dlOM  iiid  clisposal  bj  Confodorote 
oraiun  of  nonfral  Touda  and  eargoes 
without  Mj  adjudieation  bj  a  Friie  Oourt ; 
vhoUior  raeh  iMtmotioni  meet  the  ap* 
proTal  of  Her  M^estj'a  Ooforament  i  and, 
if  not*  what  meaanres  hAve  been  taken  to 
preTont  their  being  pot  in  force  ? 

Hb.  LATARD,  in  replj,  said,  tlie  atten- 
tion of  the  OoTomment  had  been  called  to 
thoae  instruotioD«»  vbioh  were  disapproTod 
by  Her  Hajeitj'i  QoTemment.  It  would 
not,  however,  be  eoneistent  with  the  Id- 
teresta  of  the  pnblio  aerTioe  that  be  thould 
detail  the  itepa  wfaieh  they  had  diroeted  to 
be  taken. 

817FPI.T. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  mode,  and  Question  proposed* 
*'  That  Ur.  Speaker  do  now  leaf  o  the 
Chair." 

MONASTIC  AND  CONVENTUAL 
ESTABLISHMENTS. 

uonov  foa  a  sklect  oomornss. 

Mb.  NBWDEOATB  moTod  that  a  Se- 
lect Committee  be  appoluted  to  inquire 
into  the  eiistenoe,  character,  and  increase 
of  Monastie  or  Conventual  Bstabliibmeots, 
or  societies,  in  Great  Britain.  He  said  :* 
It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House 
that  on  the  8th  of  April  last  I  rentured 
to  make  a  Motion  in  the  House  for  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  case  of  a  Mr. 
8mee»  detailed  in  a  petition  which  I  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  with  reference  to 
certain  oircomstanees  connected  with  the 
last  illness,  burial,  and  the  disposal  of  the 
property  of  a  Mr.  Hutchison,  a  relation  of 
his*  who  beeame  a  member  of  the  Sooiety 
of  St.  Philip  Neri,  or  Society  of  Orato. 
xians,  wbidi  has  an  eatablishmenk  at  Bromp- 
ton,  and  also  had  a  borial-gronnd  at  St. 
Mary's,  Sydenham.  It  was  alleged  on  that 
occasion  that  this  ease  was  to  l>e  adjudged 
by  the  tribunals  of  the  country,  and  a  cir- 
cumstance occurred  which  tended  to  divert 
the  attention  of  the  House  from  the  eon- 
olnsion  of  the  Motion  which  I  then  made, 
which  going  beyond  the  immediate  ease 
presented  by  the  petition  of  Mr.  Smee,  pro- 
posed to  inquire  into  the  ooorentoal  and 
monastic  institutions,  which  have  inereased 
so  largely  in  this  country.  It  happened 
that  Mr.  Smee,  wititont  aonsultii^  me, 
withont  my  knowledge,  and  without  ny 


consent,  although  he  had  placed  his  case 
in  my  hands,  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Dnoboia  of  Norfolk,  and  printed  and  oir- 
cnlated  that  letter  the  day  before  withont 
my  knowledge  or  consent.  Perhaps  no 
Member  of  this  House  had  more  reason  to 
complain  of  that  proceeding  than  myself. 
I  bod  no  opportunity  of  replying  on  that 
occasion ;  hut  I  now  beg  to  assure  the 
House  that  that  letter  was  printed  hni 
circulated  withont  my  knowledge  or  eon* 
sent.  I  allude  to  this  circumstance  because 
great  use  was  made  of  that  letter  for  the 
purpose  of  diverting  the  attention  of  the 
House  from  the  more  extended  matter  of 
my  Motion  ;  and  upon  a  division,  in  conse- 
quence, I  may  say,  to  a  great  extent,  of  the 
circulation  of  that  letter,  the  Motion  was 
defeated.  I  am  happy  to  aay,  hotrever, 
that  the  House  afterwards  gave  me  reason 
to  believe  that  the  circumstances  which  I 
had  adduced  connected  with  the  burials  in 
the  burial-ground  at  Sydenham — the  inao- 
curate  deeeriptlon  of  the  dead,  and  thO 
non-registration  of  the  burials— ^ere  eir- 
eumatanoea  wort^  of  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature,  for  I  hsTO  thia  proof,  that  Uie 
bon.  and  learned  Member  for  Guildford 
introduced  a  Bill  for  the  registration  of 
burials  conducted  in  cemeteries  other  than 
those  of  the  Church  of  England.  That 
Bill  passed  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  is  now  the  laW  of 
the  land.  The  House  will  excuse  me  for 
adverting  to  this  fact,  because  I  wish  to 
sbovr  them  that  when  I  venture  to  make 
a  Motion  in  this  House  it  is  never  done  for 
I  the  mere  purpose  of  agitaUon,  far  leaa  for 

Eurpoaes  of  party  triumph,  but  wiUi  an 
onest  intention  of  effecting  an  improve- 
'-  meat  in  the  law  and  performing  my  duty 
'  as  an  independent  Member,  by  suggeeting 
j  matters  to  the  Honse  whioh  I  respectfully 
.  deem  worthy  of  their  consideration.  And 
1  this  was  the  ease  on  that  oeeaiion.  During 
'  the  debftte  to  whieh  I  have  referred  allusion 
I  waa  neeessarily  made  to  this  Sooiety  of 
I  Oratorians.  and  a  petition  was  presented 
I  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harrison,  of  Bugbrook, 
I  in  Xorthamptoushire,  complaining  that  his 
son,  a  minor,  when  captain  of  the  school 
J  at  Westminster,  had  been  seduced — I  use 
'the  term  adviiedly into  that  establish- 
I  ment  contrary  to  his  jiarental  authority, 
,  had  been  kept  there  m  de6anee  Of  his 
I  parents'  will,  and  had  been  indneed  to 
enter  that  monastic  order,  for  such  I  must 
term  it,  to  the  detriment  of  his  prospects 
'  in  life.  I  know,  not  why,  but  the  Com- 
i  mitteeon  Pnblio  Val»^9mlmim^&gfe 
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f roper  to  print  tbU  petition  in  their  Report, 
mnit  express  mj  lurorise,  for  a  more  hn- 
portant  petition  has  seldom  been  presented 
to  the  House.  It  was  presented  bj  the 
bon.  Member  for  Northamptonshire,  the 
representatire  of  this  iojored  gentlemsD, 
and  it  is  with  the  consent  of  bts  family  that 
I  now  ask  permission  of  the  House  to  read 
this  petition.    It  runi  thus — 

''Thit  on  tho  lit  of  Huvh,  18S1,  your  peti- 
tioner's Mm  wu  capUin  of  the  Wettmmster 
Sohool,  and  vould  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks 
have  obtuned  bis  election  to  a  junior  itiidentshlp 
at  Christ's  Chnrob,  Oxford. 

"  That  ap  to  Snndajr.  the  8rd  of  Ibrdi,  In  (he 
nme  Tear,  joor  petitiiner'i  eon  bad  nerw  held 
tiie  sUgfatest  oommnnication  whsterer  with  anjr 
Romao  Catholic  priest ;  that  at  one  o'clock  on 
that  dajr  he  was  Introdnoed  to  Father  John 
Bowdni,  a  prieat  of  the  Oratory,  at  Brompton, 
to  be  shown,  aa  be  snppoeed,  oTer  Uiat  eatablish- 
ment ;  that  he  was  detained  in  the  Oratoty  hj 
niions  InTitations  and  bj  other  oircamitaDoes  tar 
the  remabder  of  the  day,  and  was  floally  baptized 
at  nine  o'clock  the  same  night,  with  th»  know- 
ledge and  consent  of  the  Saperior  of  the  said 
Oratory,  and  for  the  ezpreu  purpose  of  debarring 
your  petitioner  from  the  exercise  of  his  just  rights 
and  authority  as  a  parent. 

"  That  yonr  petitioner's  son  waa  at  that  very 
time  in  an  infirm  state  of  bealtii,  and  was  actually 
under  medical  treatment;  that  after  his  confession 
in  Father  Bowden's  room  at  a  quarter  before  nine 
o'clock  at  night,  he  felt  so  prostrated  as  to  be 
obliged  to  lie  down  on  a  io& ;  uid  that  be  was 
unwell  and  sufiMng  frm  headaehe  at  the  time 
of  hit  bajAism. 

"  That  in  a  letter  addressed  to  bis  dster  on  the 
6th  of  March  your  petitioner's  son  described  his 
reception  into  the  Ghorcb  of  Rome  as  a  sin,  and 
as  having  been  obtained  by  fraadulent  means. 

*'  That  your  petitioner,  on  the  removal  of  his 
ton  from  Westminster,  renewed  the  expression  of 
bis  inten^n  to  educate  turn  for  the  udian  eivil 
snrke,  wbieh  oflte  he  seemed  Inelined  to  aooept, 
bat  that  the  Superior  or  otiier  Fathrai  of  the 
Oratory,  oSiered  him  (as  your  petitioner  Is  oredibly 
informed)  £100  per  annum  if  he  would  become  a 
postulant  for  the  noriciate  in  their  establishment. 

"  That  in  oonseqnenoe  of  tite  infirm  state  of  liis 
health  your  petitioner's  son,  shortly  after  his  re- 
moral  from  Westminster  School,  waa  sent  by 
your  petitioner  to  reside  for  several  weeks  wltii  a 
relation  at  the  seaside,  whore  everything  neces- 
sary for  his  health  and  oomfort  was  most  amjdy 
supplied :  that  the  Superior  of  the  Oratory  nve 
him  three  pounds  to  enable  him  to  go  to  the  Ora- 
tory whenever  be  pleased,  notwitbstandinf  yonr 
petitlmw's  most  posltlTe  to  the  oon- 

hat  yonr  petitioner's  son  did  go  to  the  Ora- 
tory before  the  time  fixed  for  the  expiration  of  his 
visit ;  that  he  became  a  postulant,  and  was  per- 
mitted  to  commence  bis  noviciate  some  months 
before  his  19tb  year,  notwithstanding  the  strong 
latter  of  remonstrance  yonr  petitioner  wrote  to 
the  Superior,  in  which  be  forbade  such  a  vloUtion 
of  parental  authority. 

<*  Tour  petitioner  therefor*  bonbly  pr»s  yonr 
hsnoorsUe  Hooae  to  bqoin  into  the  tnth  « the 


above  allegations,  and  to  adopt  such  meamres  aa 
to  your  wladom  shall  seem  meet  for  the  protection 
o£  families  and  Uie  vindieatioa  of  parental  autbo- 
rity.  The  petition  is  signed 

«'J.  H.  BlBBUOM.'* 

This  petition  has  not,  I  think,  receired 
the  attention  whieh  it  ought.  The  House 
will,  therefore,  exeuse  me— as  I  was  eon- 
sotted  bj  that  gentleman  before  be  prepared 
the  petition,  as  I  recommended  him  to  seek 
legal  advice  in  order  thst  it  might  bear  the 
strictest  investigation,  and  ss  I  know  he 
accepted  my  advice — if  I  say  that  I  tliiok 
that  petition  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the 
Honae.  I  wish  now  to  adrert  to  another 
oircamstance  connected  with  the  debate  of 
last  SobbIod,  to  which  I  have  referred, 
since,  as  I  have  said,  I  had  no  power  or 
opportunity  of  reply.  During  th&t  debate 
the  late  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Hr. 
O'Hagan)  said— 

"  Every  one  belonging  to  his  religious  creed 
(that  is,  tiie  Roman  Catholic)  ksew  that,  wfaiob  it 
waa  no  shame  to  the  hon.  Member  for  North  War^ 
wiokshire  if  he  did  not  know,  tliat  the  constitution  of 
the  Community  at  Brompton  did  not  in  the  smi^est 
degree  bring  them  within  the  purview  of  the  law. 
Persons  who  belonged  to  the  Oratory  at  Bnunp- 
ton  —  those  who  belonged  to  any  Gommonity  of 
that  distinguished  Order — were  not  bound  by  vows 
such  as  the  hon.  Member  appeared  to  suppose.  It 
was  a  matter  of  perfect  notoriety  that  they  lived 
together  in  Community ;  they  were  secular  priests 
associating  voluntarily,  not  bound  to  remain  to- 
gether for  a  single  hour,  eaoh  holding  bis  proa 
pvetf,  aod  able  to  dispose  of  it  just  as  he  deshrsd.** 
—[3  Bantard,  elxxiT.  eS7.] 

Now,  that  statement  was  in  accordanee 
with  the  evidence  afterwards  adduced  be- 
fore the  courts  in  this  country,  and  it  was 
the  paraphrase,  and  contained  the  sob- 
stanoe  of  the  evidenoe  adduced  in  1855 
before  the  ProTiooial  Court  of  Genoa,  in 
Italy,  when  the  constitution  of  this  Teiy 
Order  was  tested  by  that  tribnnsi  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  Order 
came  within  the  law  for  the  suppression 
of  monasteries  in  Italv;  and  the  Court,  in 
the  first  instanoe,  deoided  that  that  deserip- 
tion  of  the  Order  was  oorrect,  and  aeted 
upon  the  supposition  that  these  Oratorians 
bad  been  wrongly  included  in  the  decree 
which  was  to  give  effect  to  the  law  passed 
by  the  Italian  Legislature  in  1855  for  the 
suppression  of  the  convents  and  monasteries 
of  Jesuits,  Franciscans,  and  other  regular 
Orders  of  the  Church  of  Rome  in  Italy. 
But  the  following  year  this  question  waa 
raised  amin  by  appeal  in  the  same  Pn^ 
vineial  Court  of  Genoa,  and  that  Court 
finally  decided  that  the  Order  of  Oratorians 
eame  within  the  proTiriont>of  the  iaw  of 
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1855— that  the  decree  for  fftTiog  effect  to 
that  law  eorreetlj  iDclndm  that  Order; 
and,  to  the  beat  of  mj  betiefi  as  that  de- 
tinon  iras  eooBidered  final,  tiiat  Order  it 
rappreMed  as  beings  one  of  the  regular 
Oraere  of  the  Ghareh  of  Borne,  altboagh 
not,  perhaps,  coming  technioallj  and  strictlj 
within  the  prOTiaioos  of  the  Act  of  1829 
— the  Act  for  the  Relief  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Disabilities.  I  wish  to  make  these 
statements  to  the  House  because  the  con- 
duct of  the  Oratorians  in  the  case  of  Miss 
M'Dermot  has  excited  so  much  attention, 
and  is  not  unlikely  to  come  before  the 
oonrts  again.  It  has  alreadj  been  inresU- 
gated  before  the  magistrates;  and  it  is,  I 
think,  important  that  the  House  should 
know  that  the  Italian  Parliament  and  Oo- 
Temment,  who  mast  have  been  more  cog- 
nisant of  and  posiesied  more  knowledge 
on  these  snbjeets  than  the  late  Attomej 
General  for  Ireland  thoi^ht  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Wanriekshire  possessed,  hare 
decided  that  this  is  one  of  the  Orders  which 
it  is  expedient  for  the  welfare  of  the  Italian 
people  should  be  suppresied.  I  hare  ven- 
tured to  ask  the  House  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee in  the  terms  of  mj  Motion,  and  for 
this  reason.  It  is  notorious  to  OTerj  one 
that  of  late  years  there  has  been  a  most 
enormons  and,  I  may  say,  unprecedented 
increase  in  those  monastic  and  conrentual 
establishments  in  this  country.  Let  me 
show  the  Hoase  exactly  what  I  ask.  Last 
Session  I  gare  notice  for  a  Return  which 
should  include  some  information  as  to  the 
locality  of  these  establishments,  the  cha- 
racter of  their  inmates,  and  the  nature  of 
their  omnisation.  The  right  hon.  Qen- 
tlemu  Uie  Secretary  fm  the  Home  De- 
partment told  me  that  I  should  find  this 
information  in  documents  in  the  Registrar 
Qenerars  office.  I  have  applied,  but  there 
are  no  such  documents  in  the  possession  ol 
the  Registrar  General.  Well,  then,  this 
House,  acting  in  the  spirit  of  the  law  of 
1829,  takes  eognixance  of  conrents  of 
women,  in  the  terms  of  the  Act,  as  estab- 
lishments the  existence  of  which  are  at 
least  recognised,  if  not  protected.  These 
same  clauses  in  the  Act  of  1829  atrietly 
prohibit  the  establishment  in  this  country 
of  the  seminaries  or  houses  of  the  Jesuits, 
and  of  the  other  male  Orders  of  the  Church 
of  Rome  ;  and  I  will  call  the  recollection 
of  the  HoDSft  to  this  fact,  diat  these  elauaes 
of  the  Act  of  1829  are  leeited  and  re- 
enaeted  in  the  Act  of  1860  for  Uie  protec- 
tion and  due  administration  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholic eharities.   Thereforet  let  the  Honia 


remember  that  1^  its  own  act  these  clauses 
are  not  obsolete,  but  were  reriTed  only  fire 
years  ago.  Well  thai  it  is  urged,  **  Oh, 
but  these  are  private  establtebments,  espe- 
cially the  opnTonts,  with  which  the  Legis- 
lature has  no  more  right  to  deal,  and  of 
which  it  takes  no  more  cognizance  than 
of  establiahments  consisting  of  families  of 
Roman  Catholics,  or  of  families  belongiog 
to  any  other  deoomination."  Kow,  look 
at  what  you  have  done.  You  have  pro- 
vided for  the  due  administration  of  property 
belonging  to  these  convents  as  though  it 
were  posBeised  by  a  gwui  corporation. 
You  have  forbidden  the  acquisition  of  pro- 
perty by  the  male  monastic  Orders  in  any 
such  oharacter ;  and  by  the  Act  of  laat 
Session  you  have  provided  for  the  registra- 
tion  of  burials  within  the  precincts  of  these 
monasteries  and  oonveots.  I  sa^  then  that 
the  plea  that  these  are  priTate  ustitutions 
in  the  sense  in  which  they  have  been  de- 
scribed aa  umilar  to  private  families  comes 
too  late.  That  interpretation  is  adverse 
to  the  sense  of  every  Roman  Oatholio 
country.  In  France  there  are  strict  pro< 
visions  for  the  regulation  of  these  establish* 
meets.  The  Mayor  of  the  Arrondissement 
has  a  direct  power  of  visitation.  The  law 
provides  that  monastic  vows  shall  not  be 
binding  for  more  than  five  years.  Then 
take  the  ease  of  Prussia.  Here  the  law 
has  been  very  much  relaxed  since  1 850. 
Formerly  there  were  strict  provisions  for 
the  regulation  of  these  places ;  bat  they 
are  still  kept  within  the  cognizance  of  the 
State.  The  present  form  of  the  adminis- 
tration in  Prussia  so  nearly  and  so  prac* 
tically  approachea  the  despotie  form  of 
Goremment,  that  the  power  resenred  to 
the  Crown  for  the  visitation  of  these  places, 
and  of  judging  whether  admisuon  to  these 
establishments  is  justifiable,  is  found  to  be 
amply  sufficient  for  every  purpose  of  guard- 
ing the  personal  freedom  and  property  of 
those  who  may  think  fit  to  consign  them- 
selves to  them.  Then,  turning  to  Italy. 
Italy  has  found  it  necessary  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  her  freedom  to  suppress  a  large 
number  of  these  monastic  institutions,  and 
for  the  sake  of  her  morality  to  suppress 
many  of  the  convents.  Italy,  in  186d,  was 
but  following  the  example  of  England  at 
the  time  of  the  Reformation;  the  example 
of  France  in  1798,  and  the  example  of 
Spain,  bigoted  Spun,  in  1837.  And  with 
tUs  morement  tnrei^^ont  the  Continent, 
1  tmst  the  FarUament  of  Bngland  will  for- 
give me  if,  in  the  faee  of  the  rapid  increase 
of  these  establiahmenU  at  this  tina^  I  call 
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opon  it  to  malce  some  inquirj  into  the  lo- 
oalitiea  in  which  they  are  to  be  found,  &b 
to  the  character  of  the  Orders  hj  which 
they  are  held,  and  to  include  in  that  in- 
quiry the  nature  of  the  discipline  carridd 
out  within  them.  To  give  the  House  some 
idea  of  the  increase  of  these  establish  men  ta, 
I  find  in  England  and  Wales  there  were 
religious  houses  of  men  in  1841  but  one ; 
of  conrents,  16  ;  of  colleges,  9.  But  in 
1851  there  were  religious  houses  of  men, 
17;  conTents,  5Z  ',  colleges,  10.  And  now 
how  stands  the  account?  In  1865  there 
are  religious  houses  of  men,  58 ;  conrents, 
187 ;  eolleges,  10 :  and  if  to  the  aecount 
we  a^d  14  eonrents  for  Scotland,  there  are 
!W1  ccoiTents  established  in  this  eooDtry, 
and  possesBiog,  to  my  knowledge,  in  the 
midland  oonntieSf  eonsideraUe  real  pro- 
perty as  well  as  personal  estate.  I  wish, 
in  addressing  myself  to  this  subject^  to  say 
a  few  words  io  order  to  dispel  the  illusion 
that  this  Uotion  is  a  mere  ebullition  of 
Frotefltant  bigotry.  I  will  recall  for  one 
moment  the  attention  of  hen.  Members  to 
some  passages  in  the  history  of  their  own 
oouQtry,  which  1  think  must  haTO  escaped 
Uieir  attention.  I  fiod  in  a  work  of  iJord 
Lyttelton,  the  ancestor  of  the  accomplished 
peer  who  now  bears  that  name,  that  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  II.  the  rapid  increase  of 
these  establishments  —  about  as  rapid  as 
that  which  is  now  taking  place — was  con- 
sidered a  griarons  detriment  to  the  coun- 
try.  Lonl  Lyttelton  says — 

The  great  increase  of  religioos  booses  must 
be  reckoned  among  the  CTils  of  this  (Henrjr  II}. 
The  antlior  of  the  Netitia  Monastics  oompntes 
the  number  of  sooh  bouaes  bailt  in  England  dar- 
ing tbe  reigns  of  Henrf  L,  Stq>hen.and  Beuyll., 
at  no  less  than  300.  And  Mr.  Inett  aaserta  that 
more  monasteries  and  other  relives  societies 
were  founded  in  that  Uogdom  dnnog  Uie  ungle 
rogn  of  Heniy  I.  tbao  in  600  fears  iefiwe.  Bnt 
he  rightlj  obeerres  that  this  ma  not  peculiar  to 
Uiia  nation.  The  high  opinion  of  the  merit  of  aueh 
foondationa,  infused  into  the  minda  of  tbe  laitf 
b7  the  diTinei  of  those  daya ;  the  hopea  of  com- 
pooodiog  in  this  maoaer  with  tbe  Deitf  for  the 
greatest  oflhaees  ;  bnt  more  espeeiallj  the  liberty, 
granted  by  the  Pme,  of  commuting  for  vowa 
made  to  go  to  the  110I7  wars  by  benefactions  of 
this  kind,  filled  all  Europe  witb  eMivents.  In  the 
year  1159  tbe  Oistereian  order,  which  had  been 
foondod  in  1908,  bad  no  fewer  than  500.  Among 
otlier  eaases  <rf'tbe  increase  of  mcmasteriea  in  this 
kingdom  maybe  reckoned  tbe oiril  war  with  wbieh 
it  Was  afllieted  during  the  reign  of  B^g  Stephen. 
For  nuuy  of  tbe  nobUity  engi^ed  in  those  tronblea 
endeafowed  to  atone  for  tha  pillage  of  tbe  people 
and  other  erimea  they  bad  oommitted  by  rising 
«■  endowing  religioua  bonses,  and  otiters  deatred 
to  secure  for  themaelres  and  their  children  a  quiet 
asylum  in  these  plaoea.  The  pernicious  oonae- 
^wnosB  of  Book  anmbws  of  men  and  women  being 
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confined  to  a  lift  of  oelibat^  were  grierooaly  £ilt 
in  tbe  reign  of  Henry  IL,  07  onitinning  and  ih- 
eteasing  ne  depopulatitm  of  tbe  eonnby,  which 
tlie  omnmoCions  in  that  of  his  predeeeMor  Iiad 
ocoaaiooed.  Nor  was  it  a  small  ineoDrenienoe  to 
the  GoTemment  of  this  monarch  in  bis  diapntes 
with  the  Pope,  th^t  he  had  so  many  persona 
bis  reahn,  who,  1^  ttieir  separation  fri»  soeMy, 
and  tbe  nature  of  their  inatitutioDa,  were  more 
deroted  to  tbe  see  of  Rome  than  the  eeoalar  eletgy, 
which  difiiarenM  ahowed  itself  opon  seTenl  oeoa* 
slona  in  the  conduct  of  both.  And  the  praotioe 
of  exempting  monks  from  the  proper  anUiortty  of 
the  dioeesan  bishops  inoreased  this  miachief." 

Nothing  towards  abating  these  evils  was 
done  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  III.  or  lY. 
Henry  V.,  a  Roman  CathoKe  sofereign, 
found  it  necessary  to  suppress  a  great  num- 
ber of  monaateriee.  In  fenneU'f  CbsM 
of  Imjfn^mt^iom,  page  119,  it  ia  stated 
that— 

"  Had  the  monasteries  bem  diaaolred  in 
Henry  V.'s  reign,  when  tbe  Bill  was  broag^t 
into  Parliameat  for  that  purpose,  it  would  hare 
been  more  regularly  and  justly  oooduoted  than  in 
an  after  reign ;  that  by  this  would  all  havs  re- 
Terted  to  the  parish  obnrebes,  and  tbe  clergy 
would  have  gained  as  much  by  it  aa  the  GoTern- 
ment.  Tbia  appears  from  tbe  sequel,  that  when 
the  King,  inatMd  of  tlM  EngUsb  monastaries,  had 
only  the  alien  piories  giren  him,  be  neixed  on  no 
part  of  tbe  tithes,  but  on  the  lands  and  tenements 
that  were  before  of  lay  foe,  and  might  justly  re- 
tarn  into  lay  beads.  These,  too,  he  intended  to 
hare  emidoyed  for  breeding  up  a  more  karaed 
clergy,  declaring  it  was  hUi  design  to  foand  a 
college  of  divines  and  artists,  and  to  settle  upon 
the  said  college  the  lands  of  the  alien  priories 
dissolved,  if  he  had  not  been  prevented  by  death. 
In  the  first  aot  of  dissolution  there  was  a  aaring 
to  the  interest  of  strangers,  tnveUers,  and  poor, 
1^  binding  the  new  poeeossots  of  any  site  or  prc- 
einet  of  ue  religions  houses  to  keep,  w  oaose  to 
be  kept,  an  boneat  continual  honse  and  bouaehold 
in  tbe  same  site  or  precinct.  ...  In  a  pre- 
amble written  by  the  King's  own  band  to  aneUier 
Act,  it  was  declared  to  be  an  intmt  that  the  en- 
dowments of  monasteries  might  be  turned  to 
better  use,  God'a  Word  better  set  forth,  efaildren 
brought  np  in  learning,  clerks  nourished  in  the 
Unirersitiea,  and  ezUUtion  for  ministers  of  tbe 
Church.  Dirers  of  tbe  viMtors  tlwmselTes  did 
petition  the  King  to  leave  some  of  tbe  religions 
houses  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  country,  and  Latimer 
moved  that  two  or  three  might  be  left  in  every 
abire  for  TMOiis  nsss.  I  have  ssen  an  original  letter 
from  Latimer  to  the  Lord  Crwiw^  (Cleopatra, 
E.  IV.,  fo).  364}  to  intereede  with  the  Kiw  that 
Hidvem  Abbey  might  be  left  stinding  for  the 
better  perfonnsnoe  of  tbe  duties  of  preaching, 
praying,  and  keei^g  hospitality." 

Blackstone  on  the  same  anbjeet  obserros 

that— 

"  The  spirit  of  tbe  nation  being  so  muoh  raised 
against  foreigoers,  that  about  this  time,  in  tbe 
reign  of  Henry  V.,  the  alien  priories,  or  abbeys, 
for  foreign  monks  were  snptvesBed,  and  their  lands 
given  to  the  Crown;  Am  ao  further  atteaots 
were  afterwards  nads  in  somvt  of  thtse  fctwa 
jnrisdictions.*' 
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I  will  qooie*  bolides*  SDOtber  bistojical  au- 
tboritj  wbicb  I  wonder  should  have  escaped 
the  obserratioD  of  the  hoD.  and  Warned 
Hembera  of  this  Hoase.  I  find  ia  HalUmC9 
Middle  Ages,  ral  II..  pages  366-7— 

"  The  virtaea,  indeed,  or  supposed  virtuea,  whiob 
bad  induced  a  oreduloiu  KeneraUon  to  enriolt  so 
msn;  of  tbe  tnooMtio  orden,  were  not  long  pro- 
■arrod.  W*  mart  r^eet,  in  the  eieeM  of  our 
■udgar,  all  tartimoBin  Dwt  the  middla  agei  pre> 
sent,  from  the  solemn  deelaraiion  of  ooonoila  ud 
reports  of  jadioial  inqntrr  to  the  casual  evidence 
of  oommon  fiune  in  tbe  ballad  or  romanee,  if  we 
woatd  exteBtiate  tbe  general  oermption  of  tbow 
iostitntioiu.  In  viin  now  rules  of  discipline  were 
doTised  or  tbe  old  eorreoted  by  refoniu.  Manj 
of  their  wont  Tioea  grew  so  nstarsUy  ont  of  their 
mode  of  life,  ttst  a  rtrietar  dlMipUne  cenld  have 
no  tesdenor  to  extirpate  them.  Snob  were  tbe 
fhrads  I  hare  alreadj  notioed,  and  tbe  whole 
■obeme  of  lirpooritioal  aosteritiea.  Their  extreme 
licentioosness  was  sometimes  hardly  ooooeaJed  bjr 
tbe  cowl  of  sanctity.  I  know  not  bjr  what  risbt 
we  dieaid  disbelieve  the  reports  of  the  visitawm 
voder  EeniT  VIIT.,  entering  as  they  do  into  a 
mnHltade  of  ^eoiflo  obargea,  both  probable  in 
their  nature,  and  consonant  to  the  vnanimoos 
opinion  of  the  world.  Doubtless,  there  were  nuuiy 
communities  as  well  as  individnalB,  to  whom  none 
of  tbeee  reproaches  would  apply.  In  the  very  beat 
view,  bgnrerer,  that  oaa  be  taken  of  monasteries, 
th^  existenoe  is  ^e^y  iiuurions  to  the  general 
morals  of  a  nation.  They  withdraw  men  of  pure 
oonduot  and  oonstuentious  principles  from  tbe 
exercise  of  social  dntira,  and  leave  the  common 
mass  of  human  vice  more  unmixed:  Snob  men 
are  always  inclined  to  fora  >abemes  of  asoetio 
pwffaotion  wbicb  ean  only  be  fulfilled  in  retire- 
ment ;  but,  in  the  strict  rules  of  monastic  life, 
and  under  the  infiuenoe  of  a  grovelling  sopenti- 
tion,  their  virtue  lost  all  its  useffalnesa.  They  fell 
im^ieitly  Into  the  snares  of  orafty  priests,  who 
made  submisiiMi  to  tbe  Church  not  only  the  otm* 
ditiott  but  the  measure  of  all  {waifp." 

Again  in  MtUlan'$  CtmniMional  Bittorj/j 
it  ia  stated  what  an  enormous  property 
tbeie  institationa  poeaess,  and  in  qaoting 
the  paaaage,  I  would  remind  the  House 
that  the  figsrea  he  gires  ahonid  be  mnlti- 
pSed  by  MMn  or  eight  to  aaoertain  the 
value  m  our  preaent  monej.    He  aaja— 

"IhenoMDSt^  Om  monasteries  prior  to  their 
dissotntioo  in  the  reim  of  Henry  Vm.  bas  been 
Tariously  estimated.  Dr.  Linsard,  on  tbe  autho* 
rity  of  Nasmith's  edition  of  Tamier't  Natitia 
MmatHea,  puts  tiie  annual  revenue  of  all  the 
nwoastio  houses  at  £14S,9U.  This  would  only 
be  oae4wantieth  part  of  the  rental  of  the  king- 
dom if  Home  were  riaht  in  estimatiog  that  at 
three  millions.  Bat  tUs  is  certainly  by  much  too 
Ugh.  The  author  of  Barmer't  ObtervaUont  on 
Bmnet^  aa  I  have  meotiooed  above,  sayi  the  monks 
will  be  found  not  to  have  possessed  above  one< 
flfth  of  the  kingdom,  and  in  value,  by  reason  of 
their  long  leases,  not  one-tenth." 
The  same  author  (Haltam)  having  described 
the  mode  in  which  the  monasteries  were 
dissolved  and  the  property  appropriated, 
observes — 


"  And  better  it  had  been  that  these  revenues 
should  thus  from  age  to  age  have  been  expended 
in  liberal  hospitali^,  in  discerning  charity,  in  the 
promotion  of  industry  and  cnttivation,  in  the  ae* 
tive  duties  or  ever  generous  amusements  of  lifis, 
than  in  maintaining  a  host  of  ignorant  and  inac- 
tive monks,  in  deceiving  the  populace  by  super- 
stittons  pageantry,  or  Si  encouragement  of 
idleness  and  menoteity." 

I  tbmnk  the  House  for  having  flowed  im 
to  read  Uiese  short  historical  extraeta  i  but 
what  are  the  facta  f  Waa  the  Buppreasion 
of  the  monasteriea  previoua  to  the  Refor- 
mation tbe  Act  of  Hesiy  VIII.  ahinef 
The  ether  day,  in  a  leeture  at  Bath,  tfa* 
Rer.  Hobart  Seymour,  whose  knowledge 
of  the  aubjeet  ia  scarcely  exceeded  by  that 
of  any  one  I  am  acquainted  with,  gave  a 
full  aoeaunt  the  process.  It  was  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VU.,  that  eminently  Ca- 
tholic King,  that  Cardinal  Morton  (an 
BugUah  cardinal],  applied  to  the  Pope  for 
permiasion  to  rc^rm  a  number  of  monas- 
teries.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Seymour  on  this 
subject,  and  he  sent  me  extracts  from  the 
bull  and  a  copy  of  Cardinal  Morton's  letter 
addressed  to  tbe  bishops  in  this  country, 
and  there  is  nothing  in  the  Reporta  made 
in  the  time  of  Henry  YIII,  whicfa  conveys 
in  terms  more  explicit  or  more  powerful 
clear  evidence  of  the  de^  corruption  which 
mTailed  in  these  inatitntiena.  I  should 
like,  but  I  forbear,  to  read  the  taiua  in 
which  the  Pope's  brief  to  Cardinsd  Morton 
is  couched.  Cardinal  Morton,  in  his  letter, 
declarea  that  nuns  were  violated  and  mur* 
ders  ooBunittad  in  tbeee  convents  and  mo- 
nasteries. And  when  I  am  told  that  tbe 
objections  to  the  revival  of  these  institu- 
tions which  are  so  generally  felt  are  the 
fruit  of  a  mere  Protestant  prejudice,  the 
House  will  forgive  me  if  I  recall  these 
historical  facts  to  the  memory  of  Roman 
Catholic  Members,  that  it  waa  an  English 
cardinal  who  6rst  proposed  and  that  it  waa 
a  Pope  who  first  authorized  the  supprea- 
sion  of  the  monasteriea  in  the  mgn  of 
Henry  VIII.  The  Rev.  Hobart  Senumr, 
in  his  leeture  at  Batii  on  the  6th  of  Febru- 
ary last,  said — 

"  It  will  be  reoolleoted  that  one  of  the  measures 
that  immediately  receded  the  Refermatlon  of  tbe 
Church  of  England  was  a  measure  iat  the  Bup< 
preaaion  of  tbe  monastoiM.  That  measure  has 
been  denounced  by  our  Roman  Catbolio  frimds 
as  a  measure  of  robbery,  and  spoliation,  and  sacri- 
lege ;  aa  a  measure  of  auoh  a  character  that  none 
but  a  beretio  could  have  devised  it,  and  ntme  but 
a  ^nmt  eonld  have  saoetioned  it.  Psriiapa,  Sir, 
they  are  nMror  the  marie  than  they  themsrives 
are  aware,  for  that  measure,  whatever  was  its 
character,  waa  originally  devised  by  a  cardinal, 
and  sanotioned  17  a  Pope.  ^  Tbe  ft^sof  the  osm 
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in  these :— Cardinal  Mwton  mi  Papal  Legate 
in  this  ooontrjr  at  the  Coort  of  Benrj  VII.  He 
fonnd  the  moouterioB  ia  nioh  a  itate  oF  demo* 
nlinticoi  and  disotgaoixattoik  that  be  applied  to 
Um  Pope  for  the  reqainte  powers  to  amend  and 
improre  them.  Pope  Innooent  VIII.,  then  at 
Borne,  immediatelf  eompUed  with  the  request, 
and  iasaed  bis  rescript  or  boll  fiving  the  requisite 
aathoritjr.  But  inveterate  abuses  take  long  to 
eradicate,  and  before  the  work  had  well  b^^an 
Cardinal  Morton  laj  in  his  sraTe,  Henry  VII.  was 
satbered  to  his  Others,  and  Pope  Innooent  Vm. 
had  gone  the  way  of  all  fiesh.  We  find  next 
Cardinal  Wolsey  apon  tbe  eoene  as  Papal  Legate 
at  the  Court  of  Hent?  VIIL  Cardinal  Wolsej 
fonnd  some  of  the  monasteries  in  a  state  of  dis- 
order— disorder  in  tbetr  flnanoes,  disorder  in  their 
morals — and  he  applied  to  tbe  Pope  for  the  ro> 
quisite  pomrs,  not  like  his  predeoessor,  to  amend 
and  reionn,  bat  to  nppnes  the  maurteries. 
P<^  Clement  VII.,  then  at  Rom^  immediatoly 
complied  with  his  request,  and  issned  his  bull  or 
rescript  to  the  Cardinal  Lente,  anthorising  Mm, 
as  he  saw  fit,  to  suppress  aU  and  every  monastery 
in  the  whole  realm  of  England.  80  that  if  this 
measore  were  a  measure  of  robbery,  uid  spolia- 
tion,  and  saerflege,  if  it  were  a  measore  that  nmie 
bat  a  heratie  oonld  devise,  aiwl  none  but  a  tyrant 
oonld  saaoUon,  there  is  no  truth  more  certain 
than  that  it  was  devised  by  Cardinal  Wolsey,  and 
sanctioned  by  Clement  VIL  Tbe  Cardinal  im- 
mediately prooeeded  to  his  work.  He  suj^pressed 
oBMiand  forty  of  tbe  lesser  monasteries,  and  with 
apart  of  Ute  proceeds  be  endowed  Christ  Church, 
Oxford.  Some  of  the  larger  monasteries,  fright- 
ened by  these  prooeedings,  surrendered,  and  were 
suppressed,  and  the  Cardinal  was  going  lightly 
and  jauntily  on  bis  course  of  soppresrion  when 
the  great  quarrel  and  oonRisioD  arose  between  ttie 
King  and  the  Cardinal,  and  then  with  the  Pope, 
bi  the  oiidit  of  this  eoafusion,  which  was  a  great 
day  foe  England,  we  oonld  see  looming  in  tbe 
distance  something  that  looked  like  rogoesblling 
out,  and  honest  men  omning  by  their  own ;  and 
Henry  VIIL,  who  was  as  shrewd  a  man  as  ever 
lived,  fl^  his  hands  on  tbe  Papal  bull  or  rescript 
anthorixing  tbe  suppression  of  monasteries.  These 
&ets  seem  to  me  to  prove  that  the  snpiwession  of 
mooBsteries  is  not  waterisHy  a  Protestant  mea- 
sure, but  tliat  it  is  essentially  a  Boman  Gathirflo 


Hod.  Members  of  the  Boman  Catholie  per- 
•nasion  forget  that,  when  Heurjr  VlII. 
succeeded  to  the  throoe,  be  was  more  emU 
DentI;  Rotnan  C»tboIio»  perhaps,  than  any 
BOTereign  of  his  time.  Why,  the  Pope 
himself  endowed  him  with  the  title  of  Fiaei 
De/entor,  for  Henrj  being  an  acoomplished 
scholar  had  written  so  answer  to  Lather. 
Henry  VlII.,  through  Cardinal  Wolsey, 
^t^lied  for  power  to  suppress  the  monas- 
teries. The  Oardinal  a^raed,  and  obtained 
tbe  sanotioD  and  antbonty  of  the  Pope  to 
the  measore ;  therefore,  to  tell  any  hon. 
liember  who.  like  myself,  has  bera  edn- 
eated  at  Christ  Chnnh,  Oxford,  that  this 
was  not  the  fiut — to  tell  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tbe  Cbanoellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer that  the  college  of  ffhieh  be  ii  n 
Mr.  Newitgt^ 


bright  an  ornament  was  not  establiahed  by 
funds  derired  from  tbe  sonree  I  hare  de- 
scribed, is  really  to  preanme  on  an  inere- 
dible  amount  of  ignorance  and  want  of  re- 
search. Wbj,  it  was  Cardbal  Wolsey 
himself,  the  Pope's  Legate,  who  took  the 
funds  from  the  monasteries  to  found  Christ 
Church;  and  ablessed  work  it  was.  There- 
fore, when  I  ask  the  Hooae  to  pay  some 
attention  to  the  rapid  growth  of  that  which, 
in  the  deliberate  judgment  of  two  English 
cardinals,  and  two  succeeuve  Popes,  before 
the  Reformation,  was  held  to  be  a  national 
disease,  I  hope  hon.  Members  will  not  think 
me  preaumptuons  in  expressing  the  strong 
public  feeling  which  exists,  that  it  is  the 
doty  of  the  Legislatnre  to  inform  itself  bj 
its  own  inquiries  with  regard  to  an  increase 
of  these  institutions  which  causes  so  mueb 
uneasiness  throughout  the  land.  If  the 
Legislatnre  of  Bnglond  perustently  ignores 
the  existence  of  ^ese  establishments,  and 
only  trusts  to  the  casual  informaUm  whieb, 
with  extreme  difficulty,  ia  procured  as  to 
certain  malpractices  tut  hare  eome  to  light 
— if  the  Legislature  eonUnnes  in  this  state 
of  wilful  obtusity,  why,  it  stands  to  reason 
that  now,  when  the  Roman  Catholic  coun- 
tries of  the  Continent  find  it  necessary  to 
eject  the  inmates  of  these  institutions  from 
their  shores,  thej  will  find  a  harbour  here, 
and  that  we  in  England  shall  inherit  the 
evils  from  which  the  Continent  ie  rapidly 
beiog  delivered  ?  That  is  a  foot  which 
stands  to  reason.  Almost  oTory  Member 
of  this  House  knows  that  foreign  momke 
and  foreign  mins  eome  here,  some  to  take 
direction  of  establishments  already  oxist* 
ing,  ud  others  to  fbond  establishments  of 
their  own.  Thus  we  baTO  growing  up  in 
this  eonntry  the  very  efil  at  which  HeDryV., 
Roman  Gatbolic  sorerwgn  of  England,  in 
the  thirteenth  century,  umed  a  blow  by  tbe 
snppresMon  of  tbe  alien  monasteries.  Is 
it  reasonable,  then,  to  ask  us  to  ignore 
these  facts  ?  That  tbe  public  do  not  think 
it  reasonable,  is  OTideot  from  the  number 
of  petitions  which  haTe  been  presented  to 
tbe  House.  And  now  I  will  tonob  for  one 
moment  on  the  ease  of  Hiss  M'Dermott. 
What  is  the  evidence  in  that  case  %  It  ii 
this.  Miss  M'Dermott,  hein^  then  a  minor 
of  the  age  of  fifteen,  was  withdrawn  from 
tbe  natural  proteetion  of  her  mother,  and 
tbe  ease  was  brought  before  one  of  the 
metropolitan  magistrates,  Mr.  Sdfo.  He 
decluw  that  the  law  did  not  give  him 
power  to  enforee  the  restoration  of  the 
child  to  her  parent.  In  the  kindlineaa  <tf 
hia  heart  he  mod  mon 
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than,  I  think,  hia  oflBoial  and  jndiflial  posi- 
tion justified  him  in  doing,  to  aeoomplish 
the  object  which  hia  hamani^  dictated — 
namely,  the  restoration  of  the  daughter  to 
her  mother.  The  law  was  in  that  case 
Tiolated,  and  what  bare  we  in  evidence  as 
to  the  mode  in  which  it  was  resisted  ? 
Why,  those  priests  who  got  possessioD  of 
this  joung  girl  calumniated  her  chsracter 
and  the  cbarocter  of  her  mother.  Now, 
calumny  against  the  characters  of  women, 
for  the  purpose  of  coercing  them  into  sab- 
mission ,  is  a  faToorite  weapon  of  the  priests 
— and  if  it  be  not  restrained,  although  I 
hare  great  trust  in  the  Bpirit  of  order 
among  Englishmen,  I  warn  this  House  lest 
a  violation  of  peace  should  be  eioited.  It 
was  only  yesterday  I  reewved  the  account 
of  a  young  man*  of  Beventeen  ^rears  of  a|^, 
an  nndergrsdoate  of  Cambridge.  hAving 
been,  two  years  ago,  induced  to  leave  his 
parents*  honse  for  the  porpose  of  entering 
a  monastery  in  a  distant  connty.  His 
brothers  heard  of  it  and  went  to  the  mo- 
nastery and  told  the  Superior  that,  being  a 
minor,  they  claimed  him  as  his  nearest  of 
kin.  The  Superior  would  not  listen  to 
them,  and  resisted.  The  brothers  said, 
**  We  do  not  come  here  to  violate  the  law, 
but  we  know  yon  have  got  our  brother  in 
yoMX  possession.  We  have  foor  friends 
here,  and  if  you  do  not  give  him  up  we 
will  take  him."  The  Superior  then  yielded. 
If  yon  pot  m  stress  of  this  kind  upon  Eng- 
lishmen they  will  break  loose.  If  an  en- 
deavour is  made  to  withhold  children  from 
Hamr  parents,  or  a  brother  being  a  minor 
from  his  elder  brothers  who  stand  to  him 
jn  loco  parentis,  you  will  find  that  tlie 
Eaglish  people  (as  in  many  cases  the  Ame- 
rican people  have  done)  will  tske  the  law 
into  their  own  hands,  regardless  of  the 
consequences.  Then  there  is  the  case  of 
Miss  Ryan.  As  I  believe  other  Members 
will  speak  of  that,  I  will  not  dwell  upon  it; 
but  it  appears  she  was  taken  from  a  con- 
ventual establishment  in  this  city,  and 
transferred  to  a  lunatic  asylum  in  Belgium. 
She  screamed,  she  ttroggled,  she  implored 
assistance  from  every  passer-by;  and  it  is 
admitted  by  the  Gfovernment  that  those 
means  for  testing  the  sanity  or  insanity  of 
this  poor  girl  which  the  law  pmoribes,  had 
not  been  complied  with.  It  ia  stated  that 
Dr.  Miller,  a  distinguished  medical  prac- 
titioner, had  given  a  certificate  of  inaanitj, 
bnt  I  have  a  letter  from  Dr.  Miller  to  say 
that  he  gave  no  certificate  at  all.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  Qovernroent  mean  to  do  in 
thia  case.  The  oorporation  of  Dover,  who 
vol..  CLXXVU.   [third  SBRUH.] 


very  properi^  interflBred  when  they  beeame 
cognisant  of^ the  &ots,  hare  been  infiHrmed 
that  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  admit 
that  the  law  was  violated  and  set  at  nought, 
but  they  say  that  it  was  not  done  with  a 
bad  intention.  These  are  things  which  try 
the  patience  of  Englishmen.    The  English 
of  all  nations  in  the  world  are  most  orderly 
and  attached  to  the  law  ;  bnt  once  let  them 
feel  that  there  is  some  organisation  in  this 
country,  especially  if  it  be  an  organisation 
with  a  foreign  connection  which  can  defy 
the  law  and  set  an  example  of  lawleBsness, 
and  you  will  find  them  muob  more  difficult 
to  restrain,  because  the  great  characteristie 
of  the  English  people  is  their  devotion  to 
the  ties  of  family.    Onoe  let  John  Bull 
pat  on  the  bull-dog  and  yon  wilt  not  find 
it  very  easy  to  make  him  loose  his  hold. 
I  would  not  have  ventured  to  bring  this 
subject  before  the  House  if  I  had  no  fiicts 
which  were  not  known  to  the  House  and 
to  the  public.     These  eases  of  Miss 
M'Dermott  and  Miss  Ryan  are  fully  before 
the  House*,  the  Government  and  the  public 
are  cognizant  of  both.    But  there  is  a  case 
of  graver  importance  than  either  of  these, 
of  which  there  is  direct  and  sworn  evidence 
in  existence,  and  of  which,  I  believe,  neither 
the  Government,  nor  the  House,  nor  the 
public,  are  cognisant.   There  are  convents 
in  the  midland  counties  ;  there  is  one  at 
Prineethorpe  in  North  Warwickshire,  and 
under  that  convent  are  several  underground 
cells  with  very  strong  doors  and  very  good 
looks.  The  man  who  made  these  doors  and 
fitted  the  looks  when  that  convent  waa 
built  afterwards  worked  for  me.    I  speak 
of  the  late  Mr.  Charlea  Ball,  master  buil- 
der, of  Nuneaton.    I  regret  to  say  that  he 
is  now  dead;  but  I  know  him  to  have  been 
a  trustworthy  tmth-speaktng  man.  He 
was  at  first  told  that  the  locks  were  not 
good  enough,  and  that  he  must  get  better; 
accordingly  he  went  to  Birmingham  and 
procured  better  locks.    \^Laughler.'\  Yes, 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  these  were 
most  admirable  locks.    Many  years  ago 
there  was  an  escape  from  another  era- 
vent  — -  that  at  Atherstone.    A  poor  nun 
had  got  across  the  road  and  half  way 
across  the  next  field.    She  wai  eap- 
tared  and  forced  back  into  the  convent. 
Those  who  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  eon- 
vent  became  uneasy ;  and  all  we  can  say 
is  that  we  know  that  there  were  15  ewt  of 
iron  bars  afterwards  put  in  the  windows  of 
the  convent  very  soon  after  the  escape* 
The  neighboura  did  not  like  these  ways  of 
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tMned.   AH  at  onee  «  priesk  flonneeted 
witii  thfl  eonTent  became  wondetfbllj  eom- 
mimieatiTeL  He  wid  it  wu  quite  true  that 
the  dieeipline  was  infinhdj  too  aefare,  that 
he  was  not  in  the  least  sarprised  that  there 
had  been  an  attempt  at  escape,  that  be 
was  going  to  giro  up  bis  sitaation,  that  he 
wonld  no  longer  be  oooneeted  with  each  an 
establishineDt,  that  the  Order  was  about  to 
be  ehanged,  that  naos  of  an  Order  with  a 
less  BOTere  diseipliue  were  to  succeed  those 
whose  practioea  had  thns  shocked  the  neigh- 
boars,  and  so  the  whole  commnnitj — nans, 
priests,  confessor,  and  all  —  diswpeared. 
Then  there  was  the  ease  at  Derby.  At 
Derbj  the  eorporation  were  nneasy  heeaose 
burials  were  known  to  hare  taken  place 
wiUiin  the  conrent  waUa,  while  no  deaths 
were  registered.    The  whole  case  was 
bronght  before  the  corporation  and  the 
Home  Seeretary.   The  sane  thing  hap- 
pened as  at  Atherstone.    The  eommnnity 
was  removed  ;  bat  something  more  was 
done — the  oonTOnt  was  polled  down.  There 
is  another  ease,  and  here  I  speak  from 
sworn  affidarits.    In  February.  1857>  it 
became  known  that  a  nun  had  escaped 
from  the  Benedictine  Priory  at  Colwioh,  in 
Staffordshire.    She  was  seen  at  the  back 
of  the  convent  on  the  line  of  railway;  she 
went  to  the  pointsman  first,  and  then  to 
the  stationmaster.    She  was  described  as 
dreadfully  emaciated,  poorly  clad,  and  in 
the  greatest  state  of  terror.    She  seemed 
anxions  to  conee^  faersdf;  after  some 
time  she  went  hjr  the  railway  to  Stafford, 
and  at  Stafford  it  fortunately  happened 
tiiat  an  old  general  officer  was  at  the 
station  and  saw  her.    She  went  on  to  Bir- 
mingham ;  that  night  a  telegraphic  mes- 
sage passed  up  the  line  to  the  effect  that 
Br.  Ullathome  would  bring  her  back  to  the 
eonrent.    I  shall  not  mention  any  other 
names  in  this  case.    He  did  bring  her 
back  ;  and  the  circumstance  of  her  being 
broDght  back  closely  veiled  and  closely 
watched  created  an  uneasineBS  in  the  public 
mind.    We  do  not  like  these  things  in  the 
midland  counties.  This  happened  not  very 
long  after  the  diseorery  and  conviction  of 
the  wnsoner  Palmer.   The  Government 
would  not  allow  na  midland  oonnties  peo- 
ple to  try  that  man.   He  was  tried  in 
London,  eoolly,  propnly,  aeeording  to  due 
eonrse  of  kw,  and  hanged.   That  circum< 
stance  produced  a  good  deal  of  excitement 
in  the  taeighboarhood,  and  the  people  were 
more  watchful  in  consequence,  for  the 
crime  was  perpetrated  at  no  great  dis- 
tance. There  was  the  most  eztrwne  diffi- 
Mr.  ITnodegaU  ' 


enHy  in  procuring  eridenee  in  the  can  of 
this  nun.  I  have  a  complete  narrative  of 
what  waa  done  in  the  ease,  written  by  a 
person  whom  I  irill  not  name;  but  he  took- 
tho  matter  up  hi  the  siurit  of  an  Eng^ 
lishman.  I  have  before  me  the  name  of 
the  solicitor  who  was  engaged  in  tfae  in- 
quiry. This  person  bad  never  seen  this 
young  woman,  but  he  was  determined,  from 
all  he  heard  in  the  ufflghbouriiood,  Aat 
the  cireamstances  of  the  case  should  be 
brought  out.  He  was  assisted  on  the  oo- 
casion  by  the  Protestant  Alliance  in  Lon- 
don. Well,  the  priests  and  ^ose  connected 
with  this  convent,  when  aware  of  the  in- 
quiry, threatened  in  the  most  malignant 
terms  every  person  who  might  give  evi- 
dence upon  nie  iubjeet.  They  obtained 
tbe  dismissal  of  the  clerk  through  whom 
the  telwaphie  measage  should  have  been 
sent,  ft  was  a  most  hapn^  ciremnstanee 
that  he  was  absent  from  his  post  at  the 
moment  the  message  came  to  the  trfke, 
and  he  had  left  another  person  to  transmit 
the  message.  That  person  was  not  bound 
by  the  obligation  of  secrecy,  and  it  was 
throu^  him  that  Inspeetor  Field,  (he 
detective  officer,  found  out  the  name 
of  the  poor  nun.  It  waa  not  known  for 
months,  and  would  most  probably  never 
have  been  known  had  it  not  been  for  that 
happy  accident.  After  Inspeetor  Field 
came  down  the  terror  which  had  been  ex- 
cited subsided,  and  people  began  to  speak 
out.  An  application  waa  made  to  the  Court 
of  Queen's  Bench  for  a  writ  of  habm$ 
corpui.  Affidavits  were  produced,  and 
plans  of  the  premises,  all  of  whleh  are  in 
my  possession,  togetlier  with  the  primary 
examination.  I  wonld  not  venture  to  bring 
that  case  before  the  House  on  my  own 
aathority,  bat  I  will  read  to  the  House  an 
account  of  what  occurred  in  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  as  it  has  been  drawn  op 
by  one  of  the  gentlemen  specially  en- 
gaged in  the  transaction — 

*'  Tb«  eridenoe  being  oow  complete,  an  appU- 
ostioD  was  made  to  the  Ooort  of  Qneen'a  B«n«h 

before  Mr.  Jostiee  Wicfatmaa  on  the  imy  of 

Jnlr.  After  lieariii£  counsel  in  sepport  of  the 
case  for  a  writ  of  Aaoausorpit^  bis  Lordship  ox- 
pressed  bis  willingness  to  issae  an  order  to  the 
authorities  at  the  ooovent  to  show  cause  -whj  a 
writ  shoald  not  issae.  As  this,  faowera>,  would 
have  pfematarelj  opened  a  disenaaioo  in  ooort, 
the  ooonoil  after  a  oooiereaoo,  iotimated  their 
wUlingnesa  to  abide  hj  hia  deflnite  deoisioD.  Uii 
Lordship,  therefore,  promised  to  take  the  alBd»- 
vlts  home  with  Um  to  pense  them,  and  to  give 

bis  decision  in  tho  fi^owiag  week  

At  the  a^pi^ted  time  Jostios  Vnshtmao  stated 
that  be  bad  earefoUy  read  the  avtjfiooe,  hat  that 
be  should  have  >g>h^^|^  ©^If^C* 
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dM  Ml  appMr  tint  aar  fpUMtlMi  bad  betB  nude 
»t  tbt  oMVwt  fer  panoiidcn  to  imIIIn— " 
(tbif  onn). 

I  will  not  give  her  stme,  or  thoee  of  others 
eoneerood  (for  I  know  not  whether  »ho  is 
alivo  or  d«ad),  until  Uiis  House  ma;  think 
fit  to  appoint  n  Committee,  and  thus  to 
cast  orer  the  witneuea  the  protection  of 
its  aatlioritj.  The  narrative  oontinim  Ui»t 
i(r.  Justice  Wightman  sftid-— 

"  Ad  ^j^iestioa  moat,  tbenfere,  be  made  for 
a  prirato  iaterriew  with  her,  to  aMertmia  if  she 
wore  confined  against  her  will ;  aad,  if  retiiMd, 
or,  Uie  permission  bsiog  (ranted,  she  lUted  that 
■he  wai  io  emADed,  thni  be  would  grant  a  writ. 
Bis  Lordihip  aald  it  was  a  most  interesting  and 
WBOomiiMn  oate ;  bat  as  it  wu  likewise  a  ntj 
inportant  one,  It  was  Qeeasaary  that  gnit  oir- 
onnaspeetioo  sboold  be  wed." 

Tb«  persons  whom  the  Judge  eommiuioned 
went  down  to  Odwioh,  »d  the  namtlre 
goes  on  lo  say** 

"  UaTing  met,  we  proceeded  to  ^e  ooDTent, 
aad  arrived  U  the  door  at  11.S0  oa  the  14th  of 
Adjr.  Being  t^eaed,  X  preseolad  mj  eard  to  the 
serran^  who  wu  dreised  In  blaok,  and  on  the  re- 

queit  to  see  Mrs.  ,  the  Mother  Saperior,  we 

were  shown  into  the  viiitors*  waiting<room,  a 
Urge,  obeerieas  apartment,  hnng  round  with  jnc- 
tores  of  aaiots  and  small  coloured  engravings  with 
plain  ongilt  frames.  At  the  end  of  the  room  was 
a  large  oonnter  oorered  with  oil-^loth,  which  en- 
tiret/  resohed  across  the  room  and  divided  it  into 
two  parts.  Behind  this  was  a  door.  We  had 
been  kept  widtiog  for  about  a  qoarter  of  an  bonr 
'  irtien  two  bids  entered  by  the  door  behind  the 
oonnter  and  inquired  oar  bnsioess,  stating  that 
the  Mother  Soperior  was  muob  engiged.  1  said 
that  we  eould  not  oommunioate  the  purport  of  our 
visit  except  to  her,  upon  which  they  retired,  hav- 
ing first  reqaested  to  be  present  at  tlw  interview. 
Again  we  were  left  aloae  for  about  a  qnartsr  of 
an  bonr,  and  bad  ample  time  to  canvass  the  dreis 
and  the  manners  of  the  Sisters  of  the  Benediotioe 
Order  of  Nuns.  What  we  both  remarlLed,  apart 
from  their  picturesque  dress,  was  the  total  ab- 
sence of  soul  or  animated  expression  io  their 
faoes.  There  was  a  coldness  and  want  of  feeling 
in  tlieir  manner  whieb  comported  well  with  the 
appearanee  of  the  pUoe;  but  it  fiuled  to  impress 
or  interest  as  in  their  behalf.  If  there  was  bap- 
pioMB  in  tbeir  hearts  the  outward  and  visible  sign 
was  sadljr  wanting.    After  waiting  what  appeared 

to  nsalong  time,Hrs.  ,the  Mother  Superior, 

entered,  aceompsoied  by  two  nans.  After  saying 
that  1  presomed  I  was  addressing  the  Mother  Sn- 
peritv,  to  wbieh  she  nodded  assent,  I  told  her  that 

we  had  called  as  ftiends  of  Miss  — ,  and 

sbonld  be  gUd  to  be  permitted  to  see  her.  She 

imediately  replied  that  was  not  there, 

as  she  bad  left  the  convent  several  months  before 
— esrly  in  May.  I  affected  surprise,  and  inquired 
where  she  bad  gone  to.  Without  hesitation  she 
replied  that  sbeleft  Uiere  fbr  a  oonrentat  Steple- 
hill,  near  Wimbom*.  Dmsetabire ;  that  she  was 
not  Tery  well,  and  thought  a  change  would  be  de- 
sirable. I  ez^eseed  regret  at  not  seeing  her,  and 
inqnlredpartksnlariy  about  bsr  health,  and  who* 
ther  aha  bid  hoard  from  hsr.  '  Oh,  yes,' she  re- 
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pUed,  'IhaTsreorived  sereral  letters  Awn  her, 
in  whbh  shs  describes  the  hj^nesa  whioh  she 
eqjoys  in  her  new  abode,  and  thanking  me  re- 
peatedly fbr  the  undeviatiog  kindness  which  she 
experienoed  while  being  here ;  tbe  undeviating 
kindness' — repeating  tbe  words,  bat  addressing 
me — '  peAaps  you  would  like  to  see  her  letters, 
she  writea  In  swdt  eieellent  spirits.*  I  thanked 
her  for  her  eonrtesy,  but  sssored  faer  it  was  snft- 
oient  to  know  from  Iter  that  my  fnend  was  happy, 
and  again  in  the  enjoyment  of  health.  Alluding 
again,  te  ber  leaving  there,  the  Mother  Soperior 
said  that  Miss  -■—  semnod  to  like  a  ehange  for 
she  had  been  in  several  oonvmts.  After  taking 
down  tbe  address,  in  case  I  might  wish  to  write  to 
her,  we  retired,  thanking  tbe  Mother  Superior 
fbr  her  kindness ;  for  tbe  ol^Jeat  of  tbe  visit  Deiog 
scoofflplisbed.  so  Ihr  as  It  oonld  be,  I  was  deriroos 
of  avoiding  any  questions,  as  they  mt|^  bare 
been  inoonveoient  to  answer." 

Aoeordin^  to  tha  dlretUona  received  from 
Mr.  Jaattee  Wightman,  all  these  fsets  were 
reported  to  him,  and  ho  desired  that  the 
persons  engaged  in  the  inquirj  should  pro- 
ceed to  the  convent  of  StaplehUl,  near 
Wimborne,  in  Porsetfthire.  They  were  the 
aged  general  oflSeer  who  first  saw  the  nun, 
his  wife  — a  lady  eminently  qualified  for 
the  mtasion  of  charity  whioh  she  undertook 
— and  the  gentlcmBQ  who  had  written  the 
aooDunt.  They  fo\md  at  Staplehill  a  eoD* 
rent  of  apparently  a  totally  difiorent  de- 
scription. They  had  an  interview  with  the 
nun,  which  the  narrative  from  which  I  bare 
these  eitraots  desorihes  as  follows 

"  So  I  said  <  Mies  — — ,  I  have  no  time  tor  tri- 
fling. When  I  tell  yea  that  for  months  past  I 
have  had  but  one  object  in  view  to  serve  yon,  and 
if  possible  to  oome  to  your  reeeue,  and  to  accom- 
plish this  interview  it  has  cost  me  nearly  one  hun- 
dred pounds  in  my  eSbrts  to  trace  yon,  I  think 
you  will  admit  that,  although  I  am  a  perfbct 
stranger  to  yon,  I  am  at  least  entitled  to  your 
candour.'  I  shall  aoC  easily  forget  tbe  earnest 
look  which  she  gave  me.  '  Oh,  how  can  I  tbank 
yeu  enoagt),'  she  relied ;  '  I  did  not  know  I  had 
such  a  friend.*  ...  I  then  particularly  in- 
quired what  her  wish  was.  as  if  she  etUl  wished 
to  leave  the  eonvent  there  was  no  law  to  prevent 
her  doing  so ;  and  I  promised  her  immediate  as- 
sistance if  she  was  confined  against  ber  will.  *  No/ 
she  said,  '  I  have  no  wish  to  leave  now.  Since  I 
oame  here  I  have  been  treated  so  kindly  it  would 
be  ingratitade  in  me  to  leave.  The  nuns  here 
havo  treated  me  like  a  sister.  No,  I  cannot  leave 
now.'  Again  she  repeated,  '  No,  I  cannot,  I  mast 
not  leave  now.  I  embraoed  the  convent  lllh  and 
took  the  veil  at  tbe  early  age  of  eighteen,  with 
the  earnest  desire  ef  deroting  my  best  years  to 
Qod,  and  serving  Him  in  a  way  I  thw  eonsidsssd 
m<at  fbr  His  glory,  and  I  cannot  now  torn  my 
back  upon  Him.'  I  saw  that  her  resolutioo  was 
taken,  and  that  It  was  ndn  to  attempt  to  sfaake 
it.  It  apnaand  likewiM  to  hs  a  reUef  to  her,  as 
If  she  had  mow  time  to  arrange  her  theaghts,  and 
she  quietly  said,  '  What  ootid  I  do  if  I  1^  •  sU 
my  relations  and  friends  are  Roman  Catholics, 
and  they  would  turn  their  baoksppon  me.  and 
what  do  I  know  of  UfiiJ*".^^^  tyGoOQ  Ic 
2  3C  2 
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MoWf  this  is  A  bftppy  eradudon.  Thii 
nuD,  who,  acoordiog  to  the  deseriptioii 
giTen  in  tiie  affidarits,  wMt  at  kbe  period 
ol  her  ewape,  emaeiatod,  twror^ttrielcen, 
who  had  ehunbered  otw  a  wall  and  dropped 
nine  or  ten  feet  from  it,  who  had  fled  aerosB 
the  fields,  been  parsned,  captured  and  re- 
turned to  the  ooDTent,  is  found  here  coro- 
pleteljehaoged  in  appearaooe,  comfortable, 
and  bappj.  Bat,  Sir,  this  is  not  the  whole 
of  the  case.  It  will  oatorallj  be  inquired 
whj  this  nun  aboold  bare  escaped.  And 
after  it  was  known  that  the  protection  of 
English  law  would  be  extended  to  the  in- 
quiry hj  the  aathoritj  of  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench,  facts  eaoie  out  of  which  I 
will  now  giro  the  House  an  indication. 
Afker  the  conversation  with  this  nun  at 
Staplehill  had  proceeded  to  thepoint  I  have 
aoentionedt  the  person  aathonied  by  the 
Judge  to  make  ue  inquiry,  says — 

"  I  then  informed  her  of  the  111JU17  affidaTits 
which  bad  been  prepared  witb  anew  to  obtaining 
a  writ  olkab€a$  eerptu  it  I  bad  bssn  denied  that 
meetinx,  wbiob  verr  mo^  astwiiahed  and  amiued 
ber,  aod  that  nrj  important  eTideooe  had  been 
obt^ed  retpeo^g  certain  doinga  in  the  oonrent 
at  Colwidi.  I  oarefiiUr  marled  the  expreoaioQ 
of  her  &00,  which  at  onee  annmed  a  verjr  thought- 
fid  aipeet.  I  aaid,  '  Miaa  — — ,  it  has  been  stated 
to  us  oa  oath  tint  there  an  esrt^  anbtenaDeotu 
oelle  at  the  eouTent  called  grottoes ;  ban  jtm 
■een  them  f*   She  was  iHeat.   I  aAed  again, 

■  Do  you  remember  a  giil  named  V  She 

thought  for  a  moment,  and  then  asked  if  she  waa 
not  a  esbolar  in  the  convent  sohooi ;  she  tbengfat 
■he  had  suae  reoidleetimi  of  bw,  but  it  was  sere- 
zat  years  sioee  the  was  there.  .  Z  then  said  that 
the  kte  eobolar  had  stated  that  she  bad  seen  a 
ann  pot  into  a  odlar  under  the  canvent,  and  that 
■he  was  found  dead  there  ;  and  I  asked,  ban  joa 
an;  knowledge  that  snoh  was  the  ease  f '  She  re- 
mained silent.  I  nj  tiiat  silenee  was  equivalent 
to  an  admission,and  asked  again,  'Bareronever 
seen  a  noa  pat  into  a  oellar  T*  Again  she  was 
silent.  I  did  not  press  ber  forther  again  oa  this 
point,  as  her  resolnts  lilenee  was  to  all  of  as 
soffleient  {vo^of  the  tmtbltahiess  of  the  sebohr's 
statement." 

That  stotement  was,  and  it  Btands  in  the 
affidavita,  that  the  greatest  soTerities  were 
practised  in  that  convent  —  that  she  bad 
seen  nuns  imprisoned— that  she  had  known 
them  to  be  kept  short  of  food — that  she 
had  seen  one  noa  forced  down  into  this 
underground  cell— that  to  the  best  of  her 
belief  she  noTer  came  out  aliTO— that  she 
attended  the  serriee  at  ber  funeral,  and 
saw  her  consigned  to  the  grave  in  the  con- 
Tent  baiying-groand.  Now  this  eridenee 
IB  comhoratod  by  a  huge  part  of  the  evi- 
danee  givwi  of  the  twenty-aereD  witnesses 
who  were  examined  upon  the  subject.  It 
waa  proTed  that  there  were  moxe  burials 


withm  the  iH««ncta  of  the  eonrent  thu 
appeared  in  the  register  of  deaths.  It 
was  proved  that  eo&u  were  seldom  made 
outside  the  omrent,  bat  that  rough  car- 
penters mtxe  emjdoyed  within  the  estab* 
iishment  to  make  paekiag-cases,  without 
any  of  the  usual  appurtenances,  in  which  (he 
bodies  were  committed  to  the  grsre.  It  is 
known  that  the  most  malignaot  threats 
were  used  b^  persons  connected  with  the 
convent  agamst  the  production  of  the 
slightest  evidence.  It  is  a  fact*  that,  until 
Inspector  Field  came  down,  few  of  the 
witnesies  who  signed  the  affidavits  could 
be  induced  to  speak.    I  now  ask  whether 
I  have  not  stated  eooogh  to  induce  the 
House  to  grant  a  Committee  to  ascert«n 
the  character  of  these  estoblishmeots.  The 
convent  at  Colwieh,  down  to  the  year 
1857,  waa  a  cloutered  convent  of  one  of 
the  severest  Orders.  The  convent  of  Wim- 
bome  seemed  to  be  a  happy  home ;  hnt 
what  does  that  prove  against  the  necea- 
uty  lor  inquiry  ?    Notung ;  if  there  he 
other  convents  which  realise  and  deserve 
Liguori's  description,  and  are  real  "hells 
upon  earth  "  to  unwilling  nuns  I  Snch  aro 
the  facte  I  am  prepared  to  prove  by  the 
production  of  the  affidavite.    I  ask  the 
HoQie  respectfully  to  grant  this  Commit- 
tee, for  the  purpose  of  ascertuoing  the 
locality,  the  character,  and  the  increase  <^ 
these  estoblisbmebte.    I  do  not  ask  the 
House  to  appoint  thia  Committee  for  the 
purpose  of  even  suggesting  a  remedjTf  but 
in  order  to  furnish  the  House  wiUi  infor- 
mation which  miglit  enable  it  in  its  wis- 
dom to  devise  some  means  for  the  better 
protection  of  those  who,  m  too  mauy  eases, 
are,  I  fear,  helpless  women. 

Mb.  WHALLEY  seconded  the  llotion. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  '*  That "  to  the  end 
of  the  Qnestion,  in  order  to  add  tlie  words  "a 
Select  Committee  beappointed  to  inquire  into  the 
ezistenoe,  eharaeter,  and  inoreaes  of  Monajtlo  or 
Conventual  SooietieB  or  EttabUshments  In  Great 
Bntain,>*_(Jft-.  JVAodl^ote,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  worda 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mb.  HBNNESST  said,  that  in  his  con- 
cluding sentence  the  boo.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  North  Warwioksbire  told  them 
he  did  not  aak  for  a  remedy  for  the  griev- 
ances (tf  which  he  compbined.  That  wu 
not  snrpriring,  beMose  all  the  atoriea 
which  the  hon.  Member  had  repeated  to 
the  House,  bowevw  marvdlona  ini^eir 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


1065         Select  CommiUM  (Hasoh 


3,  1 865 )  moved  for.  1 066 


Batnre,  prewnted  this  common  feature — 
that  the  laws  of  the  land,  aa  tbej  oov 
itood,  provided  an  ample  remedj  fbr  erery 
jfCrierance  thej  diielosed.  T^e  the  last 
ease  on  whieh  the  hon.  Uember  dwelt,  and 
whieh  he  told  them  was  the  most  important 
eTer  broaght  before  the  House.  "What  were 
the  Austs  ?  A  yoang  lady,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said,  was  confined  against  her  will 
in  a  conrent.  Some  persons,  whose  names 
they  did  not  know,  went  to  Mr.  Justice 
Wightmao  and  applied  for  a  writ  of  iU^wu 
wrpuf.  The  Jadge  said  to  them,  "  If  you 
lay  before  me  an  afifidavit  that  yon  have 
endeaTOored  to  see  this  young  lady  and 
have  failed  to  do  so,  I  will  grant  the  writ 
at  once,  and  you  will  be  ab^  to  see  her." 
Thej  accordingly  proceeded  to  the  convent, 
asked  to  see  her.  saw  her,  and  had  a  long 
eoDTersation  with  her,  part  of  whieh  had 
been  read  by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  The 
hon.  Uember  B«d  these  persons  were  com- 
missioned bj  ICr.  Jostiee  Wightman.  No- 
thing of  the  kind.  Mr.  Justice  Wightman 
told  these  anonymous  gentlemen  that  tiidr 
first  duty  was  to  prove  to  him,  in  the 
ordinary  process  of  law,  that  they  had 
sought  for  and  been  refused  admission  to  the 
convent — that  they  had  wished  to  see  the 
young  lady,  but  that  the  authorities  of  the 
convent  would  not  allow  them  to  do  so.  Welt, 
they  went;  and  even  from  the  stonr  wbioh 
the  hon.  Member  bad  told  the  House — 
taking  the  one-aided  veruon  of  it  which 
these  anon^ons  perwms  gave  —  it  was 
perfeetly  evident  that  the  law  of  the  land 
vaa  quite  strong  enough  to  remedy  the 
grievance  of  which  he  complidned.  But 
the  hon.  Member  pnrsaed  a  course  that 
night  identical  with  ^e  one  he  followed 
last  year  and  the  year  before.  He  had 
adduced  cases  which,  on  his  own  eonfesnon, 
were  still  before  the  courts  of  law  or  were 
to  be  brought  before  those  courts,  and  he 
had  gone  into  oertain  portions  of  them, 
disoossing  them,  and  giving  one-sided 
accounts  of  that  which  lie  admitted  was  to 
be  taken  for  adjudioation  elsewhere.  Why, 
what  ocsurred  last  year  ?  Then  the  hon. 
Gentleman  brought  before  the  House  the 
case  of  Ur.  Smee  and  Father  Hutchinson 
of  the  Oratory.  Ur.  Smee,  whose  petition 
the  hon.  Uember  presented,  complained 
that  Father  Hutchinson  made  a  will  on  his 
deathbed,  bdng  of  nnionnd  mind,  by  wbioh 
be  gave  hie  properly  in  charity;  and  the 
hon.  Uember  endoned  these  atatementa, 
told  the  House  that  father  Hotehinson 
was  not  of  soand  mind,  that  he  had  been 
unduly  inflnenced  by  the  priests  of  the 
Oratory,  and  at  the  same  time  stated  that 


the  ease  of  Mr.  Smee  and  the  priests  of 
the  Oratory  was  pending  in  a  eoort  of 
justice:  notwithstuiding  which  he  gave  his 
own  veruon  of  the  ease  to  the  House,  uid 
leading  articles  appeared  in  some  of  the 
papers  taking  the  non.  Gentleman's  view 
of  the  matter.  But  what  happened  ?  The 
case  was  tried  in  the  Probate  Conrt;  it  was 
there  ably  argued;  the  most  complete  evi- 
dence was  given  on  each  side— and  what 
was  the  result  ?  A  jury,  composed  of 
twelve  Englishmen — twelve  Protestants— 
unanimously  oame  to  the  opinion  that  the 
case  had  not  been  made  out,  that  Ur, 
Smee's  statements  were  false,  and  Mr. 
Smee  himself  was  condemned  in  costs. 
Well,  the  hon.  Member  told  them  of  Miss 
M'Dermott's  case,  which  he  said  was  also 
to  be  brought  before  a  court  of  law.  Why, 
it  had  been  before  a  court  of  law.  The 
magistrates  of  the  metropolis  had  already 
investigated  it.  They  had  gone  even  far 
beyond  the  ordinary  eonrse  of  investiga- 
tion; Mr.  Sdfe  and  another  magistrate 
had  inquired  into  it,  and  it  had  Iwen  in- 
quired into,  not  in  public  court  only,  hot 
also  privately;  and  what  was  the  result  ? 
The  hon.  Member  for  Peterboroogh  (Ur. 
Whalley),  who  in  all  these  proceedings  was 
associated  with  the  hon.  Uember  for  North 
Warwickshire,  attended  at  the  police-office, 
and  himself  heard  the  magistrate  dismiss  the 
case.  The  ^t  was  that  the  more  these  cases 
were  investigated  by  a  competent  tribunal, 
and  with  the  fall  power  which  the  law  of 
Bngland  ^ve,  the  better.  But  he  asked 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  Motion 
which  the  hon.  Omtleman  bad  pot  on  the 
paper.  It  was  now  ten  or  eleven  years 
since  a  similar  Motion  was  made  in  that 
House  by  Mr.  Chambers,  and  since  then 
events  had  oeeorred  which  had  materially 
altered  the  public  feeling  in  England  on  the 
subject  to  which  it  related.  At  that  period 
the  table  of  the  Hoase  was  covered  with 
petitions  in  favour  of  the  Motion,  and 
public  meetings  had  been  held  all  over  the 
country  in  favour  of  it.  The  people  of 
England  at  that  time,  aetnated,  he  believed, 
by  very  blind  and  ignorant  prejudices,  did 
think  that  a  Committee  of  Inquiry,  wbioh 
should  investigate  the  existence,  number, 
and  eharacterw  conventual  establiibments, 
was  necessarf.  Bat  then  they  knew  very 
little  about  those  institutions.  Very  soon 
after  that,  however,  they  began  to  bear 
something  about  nans.  At  the  time  of 
the  Crimean  war  their  conduct  and  prac- 
tices came  to  be  tolked  of  in  that  eounlry  ; 
and,  speaking  from  the  Treasury  Bench  as  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown,  Mr.  Sidney  Hubert 


1067  Mormtxeand  fCOMlfONS}  ComeiUwil  EttabUthmentt—  1068 


gave  to  the  House  hiaopinioiiof  ilieobuMter 
of  these  ladies.  The  people  id  England,  he 
believed,  were  very  much  ioflneaced  bj 
what  they  then  heard  and  m«  on  that  ooea- 
sion.  There  were,  he  belMved,  at  that 
moment  sitttog  in  the  Hoase  eome  gallant 
Offioert  who  Beeo  ^oae  ladies  in  the 
Crimea,  attending  on  onr  wonnded  soldiers, 
and  who  flonld  hear  teatimonj  to  their 
charaeter.  Bat  in  addition  to  that,  some- 
thing more  bad  happened.  About  the  same 
time  the  oonventual  inatitntioiis  in  Eng- 
land which  were  in  any  wa;  oonneoied  with 
education  were  placed  under  Government 
inspection  ;  and  in  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
miuioners  on  Popular  Education,  whieb 
was  composed  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
Sir  Jobn  Coleridge,  two  clergymen  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  three  other  gentle- 
men, who  were  also  members  of  the  Church 
of  England,  he  found  it  stated— he  would 
not  read  all  they  said,  hut  would  quote  a 
single  sentence  from  the  Report— they 
stated  that  the  Roman  Catholio  female 
training  sohools  were  supplied  with  students 
of  a  very  much  higfaer  class  than  the  male 
Khools*  the  teachers  h«ng  for  the  most  pM-t 
members  of  religious  eommanities,  and  im- 
measurably superior  to  those  who  taught  in 
the  male  schools.  Buch  was  the  opinion 
of  the  Commissioners  on  Popular  Edooation 
in  England.  And  last  year  a  blue  book 
was  published,  which  gave  the  fullest  in- 
formalioD  with  respect  to  all  the  conven- 
tual insiitntions  in  Ireland,  to  which  also 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  related. 
And  what  did  the  Government  Inspeetors 
say  in  reference  to  those  institutions  in 
Ireland  ?  On  the  question  of  the  moral 
training  given  in  those  establishments— and 
that  was  the  only  point  to  which  he  would 
at  present  allude — the  Protestant  and  Pres- 
byterian officiids  of  the  Government— and 
he  would  quote  from  their  evidenoe  alone 
—distinctly  said  that  the  moral  training  in 
the  nuns*  was  greatly  better  than  that  in 
the  lay  sohools.  The  Sisters  of  Mercy 
had  a  sohool  In  Newtown,  in  Galway,  and 
Mr.  Simpson,  the  Inspector,  who  was  a 
Presbjterian,  spoke  of  the  moral  training 
there  as  being  superior  to  that  of  other 
Bohools,  as  a  natural  consequence  of  the 
children  associating  with  the  Sisters. 
Another  Fresbjterian  Inspector  made  the 
same  statement  with  respect  to  another 
school  in  the  ooonty  of  Galway  ;  while 
dmilar  evidenoe  was  given  by  the  Pro- 
testant Inspector  of  National  Sduiols  in 
the  Seng's  County,  m  well  as  by  othera  in 
the  north  of  Ireland.   Mr.  Keniady,  ra- 


ferriog  to  a  school  in  Sligo,  said.  "  There 
are  eight  nuns  employed  here,  and  I  con- 
sider there  is  no  achool  in  the  dis^ot  in 
which  the  moral  training  is  so  effeetive  or 
so  good."  Such  teitioHiny  was,  he  thought, 
sufficient  to  show  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Warwickshire  and  hia  hon.  Fri«id 
the  Member  for  Feterboroi^h,  really  mly 
represented  their  own  viows  on  the  preeent 
oooaaion,  and  not  the  sentimmte  of  any> 
body  who  was  aoqoainted  with  the  facta 
the  easOf  or  who  had  aneh  ample  opportnn»< 
ties  of  arrivingatasonnd  judgment  as  the 
Government  Inipeetora.  The  Hon.  Gentle- 
man, in  the  frequent  allusions  which  be 
made  to  the  Fathers  of  the  Oratory  last 
year,  repeatedly  asserted  that  they  had 
acted  in  violation  of  the  Emancipation  Act 
of  1829.  [Mr.  Nbtdegatb  said  he  stated 
that  they  might  be  teohnieally  within  ^e 
law.]  Well,  thea,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
must  have  changed  his  opinions  on  the 
point  since  last  year.  Tlie  decision  in  oppo- 
sition to  his  views,  which  had  been  given 
by  Sir  James  Wilde,  in  the  Probate  Court, 
and  the  charge  which  he  made  to  the  jury  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Smee.  had,  perhaps,  t^ned 
his  eyes ;  because  that  learned  Judge  bad 
clearly  shown  that  the  Btatoments  which  had 
been  made  by  the  lion.  Oentlemtfn  in  that 
House  had  no  foundation  whatever  in  law, 
and  the  jury  immediately  found  a  verdict  in 
favour  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Oratory.  All 
he  oould  ssy  was,  that  he  was  not  surprised 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  again  come  to  that 
House,  beoause  in  the  courts  of  justice  he 
had  been  completely  baffled  and  beaten, 
and  his  statements  found  to  be  mere  idle 
fabrications.  He  could  not,  be  might  add, 
compliment  the  hon.  Gentleman  on  bis 
histortml  research.  His  historic  anecdotes 
reminded  hin  of  the  adviee  given  by  Lord 
Chesterfield  to  hia  aon,  when  he  told  him 
tiiat  certain  atoriea  were  ao  eitraordinary 
that  even  if  he  beTieved  Ibem  to  bo  true, 
be  would  adviae  him  not  to  repeat  them, 
for  if  he  did  so,  people  would  begin  to  en- 
tertain donbts  of  his  veracity.  Ho  should, 
therefore,  pass  over  the  anecdotea  of  the 
b<m.  Gentleman,  as  the  inventions  of  those 
anonymous  gentlemen  who  supplied  bin 
withhis  information;  and  as  to  some  eitent, 
no  doubt,  the  result  of  those  long  consulta- 
tions which  he  held  with  the  hen.  Member  for 
Peterborough,  for  for  some  time  past  they 
were  to  be  seen  in  ev«ry  bole  and  eemer, 
putting  their  heads  togolbar,  and  eompar- 
ing  notes  for  their  present  great  eampaign. 
And  what  was  near  being  the  npumt  of 
thoaedelibefalioDaf  Why^tbal  when  the 
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Motion  WM  put  from  the  Gfaur»  it  hap- 
pened that  the  bon.  Uember  for  Peterbo- 
rough  ma  out  of  the  House,  and  there 
aeemed  at  the  tioM  to  be  a  proipeot  of  the 
debate  eoming  to  an  abrupt  terminatton. 
However,  the  bon.  Member  rmbed  to  bis 
aeat  and  seconded  the  Motion  just  in  time. 
Butt  be  that  as  it  might,  the  Motion  was 
one  for  inqnirjr — ^in  the  first  place,  into  the 
number  of  coDTentnal  establishments;  and 
why  was  it,  he  should  like  to  know,  that 
the  bon.  Gentleman  asked  for  information 
on  that  point  ?  He  told  the  Honse  that 
he  bad ^ot  all  the  statistios  on  the  snb- 
jeet.  Where  did  he  get  them  ?  As  a 
matter  of  faot,  the  number  of  those  insti- 
tutions was  elaborately  set  forth  in  the 
CatkoUo  Direetoiy,  while  their  obaraeter 
oould  be  ascertained  from  any  person  ao- 
qvainted  wiUi  them — and  they  were  many 
— of  whom  he  m^^t  eboose  to  make  in- 
qniry.  What  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Qen- 
feman  meant,  »  far  as  it  related  to  in- 
qairy  into  the  "existence"  of  conrentual 
establishments,  be  could  not  understand. 
That  they  existed  was  a  well  known  faot, 
and  there  oould  be  aa  little  doubt  tfaat  their 
existence  was  in  aeoordance  with  law.  But 
the  truth  was  that  what  the  hon.  Oentle* 
man  wanted  was  not  a  specific  remedy  for 
a  apeeifie  evil— what  he  was  aiming  at  was 
to  raise  the  popular  indignation,  of  which 
he  spoke,  against  those  ladies  who  passed 
tbnr  lives  in  educating  the  poor,  attending 
the  aiek,  and  perfbrming  nets  of  charity, 
who  had  never  done  the  hm.  Gentleman 
or  anybody  else  the  slightest  injury,  and 
in  m^ing  out  a  ease  against  whom  he 
had,  BO  far  as  the  feeling  of  the  House 
was  eoDcemed,  signally  failed,  as  he  would 
also,  be  had  no  doubt,  fail  in  the  country. 

Ma.  NEATE  said,  be  desired  to  explain 
that  he  found  be  was  mistaken  in  intimat- 
ing to  the  bon.  Member  for  North  War- 
wickshire that  in  France  the  State  pos- 
sessed a  oontrol  over  the  conventual  estab- 
lishments of  that  eonntry  which  it  did  not 
possess  here.  He  was  formerly  under  the 
unpression  that  the  GoTemment  possessed 
and  might  exercise  the  right  of  inspection 
and  visitation  of  convents.  In  this,  how- 
ever, he  found  he  vras  mistaken.  The  fact 
wai  that  in  Pranee  there  were  aereral  sorts 
of  eonventnal  eataUishuente,  some  wbteh 
were  antboriaed,  and  some  vhioh  were  not. 
Thote  which  were  authorixed  came  under 
inspection,  but  enjoyed  corresponding  ad- 
rantages ;  for  it  was  only  convents  be- 
longing to  this  elass  that  were  entitled  to 
the  buwfit  of  any  be^uafe  nuule  in  their 


fovonr  t  bequests  to  those  which  were  nn- 
Buthorixed  being  ranply  null  and  rold.  It 
might  be  tm^  as  a  general  role,  tiiat  the 
State  did  not  olatm  any  right  of  inspeotion 
or  rintation  t  tbora  waa,  however,  one  elass 
of  conTenta  over  which,  nnder  a  law  of 
1  sod,  the  State  did  exercise  the  right,  and 
that  was  "the  Hdpitaliira."  The  con- 
ditions imposed  upon  that  order  were  that 
novices  should  not  take  tovts  till  after  six- 
teen, and  then  only  for  a  year ;  and  when 
they  became  twenty-one  they  could  take 
the  vows  only  for  five  years.  Bat  though 
no  habitual  right  of  visitation  might  exist, 
it  mast  be  remembered  that  in  a  Roman 
Catholio  eonntry  convents  were  in  oonnee- 
tion  with,  and  subordinate  to,  the  oivU 
poww — they  were  snbjeet  to  die  lushopia 
who  ia  France  were  to  a  ewtain  extent 
State  fuictionariea,  and  in  the  ease  of  the 
partianlar  eouTents  he  had  referred  to  no 
TOWS  oould  he  taken  except  in  the  jneeenoe 
of  the  bishop  and  some  ^vil  oflSeer,  who 
made  a  registry  of  the  vow.  In  France, 
also,  there  was  the  greatest  fadlity  for  ob- 
taining dispensations  from  their  vows  on 
the  part  of  those  who  wished  to  be  released 
from  them.  The  Honse  bad  yet  to  be  told 
what  were  the  vows  taken  in  this  country, 
with  what  awful  ceremony  rendering  them 
more  binding  on  the  conscience  they  were 
entered  into,  and  what  was  the  minimum 
of  age  at  which  they  could  be  taken.  Un- 
less these  points  were  cleared  up  on  un- 
doubted authority,  the  House  waa  entiUed 
to  infbrmation,  and  bad  a  right  to  demand 
inquiry.  He  should  like  to  have  these 
subjects  conridered  in  oonnaction  iriUi  the 
law  recently  passed  disallowing  oaths,  ex- 
eept  those  administered  on  legal  authority 
and  for  a  legal  purpose.  Everybody  knew 
that  formerly  it  was  quite  a  common  prac- 
tice for  a  man  who  had  made  some  bet  to 
go  before  the  Lord  Mayor  and  swear  that 
be  bad  swum  across  the  Hellespont,  or 
jumped  twenty-one  feet,  or  something  of 
that  sort,  verifying  his  aasertion  by  an 
oath.  The  law  hftd  now  forbidden  tfaat ; 
and  what  he  wanted  to  know  was  why  it 
did  not  interfere  in  the  ease  of  these  oatha 
taken  by  yoan^  men  and  young  women« 
why,  at  least,  it  did  not  insist  upon  know- 
ing what  thoe  were.  At  Ae  same  time, 
in  supporting  tbii  Motion  he  disclaimed 
any  intention  of  easting  any  general  im- 
putation upon  the  Roman  Catholio  religion. 
He  willingly  recognized  that  among  the 
inmates  of  those  asylums  there  was  much 
virtne,  and  mueh  good  service  to  humanity 


1071 


MohmUo  and 


(COUMONS}  ComfoUwU  Eaaili$hmsnt»~  1072 


by  no  hostilitj  towards  tbem  wbaterer ; 
bat  the  object  of  the  Motioa  was  to  eitend 
to  members  of  that  bodj  the  protection 
whieh  the  Uj  member*  ot  their  oirn  com- 
mnnion,  from  imdoe  and  perha|M  exoetsire 
rererenee  for  memben  of  the  pnestl j  order, 
foiled  to  inaist  npon.  He  did  not  denj  that 
on  the  whtAe  the  Bnglish  eonrentnal  life 
was  all  that  eonventnu  life  eonU  be ;  but 
the  hen.  Member  for  North  Warwiekshire 
had  brought  forward  manj  eases  of  op- 
presaioD  for  which  the  law  provided  no 
remedy  whatever.  It  was  all  very  well  to 
say  that  the  friends  of  a  young  woman, 
oppressed  or  kept  in  a  convent  against  her 
will,  could  obtain  a  habeas  corpus.  But 
bow  were  they  to  know  that  she  was  op' 
pressed  ?  What  were  the  regalatious  ?  If 
ahe  wrote  to  her  friends,  waa  she  not  obliged 
to  let  the  Superioress  see  her  letter  ;  and 
would  any  Roman  Catholic  gentleman  say 
that  she  could  receive  a  letter  without  com- 
municating its  eontenta  in  like  manner  ? 
In  that  way  it  was  quite  poasible  that 
mueh  wroog  might  be  done  and  mneh  op- 
pression praetiwd.  It  was  for  those  who 
were  acquainted  with  Uie  &oti  to  give  the 
answer,  and  therefore  he  abonld  snpport 
the  Motion. 

Ur.  WHALLET  said,  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  King's  County  (Mr.  Henneasy)  had 
deemed  it  important  to  associate  him  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Warwickshire, 
and  he  thought  it  was  dae  to  the  House 
that  he  (Mr.  Whalley)  should  explain  some- 
what of  their  respective  relations.  There 
was  no  Member  of  that  House  who  had 
greater  admiration  for  the  just  weight,  the 
ability,  and  the  natural  influence  that  the 
boo.  Member  for  North  Warwickshire  ez- 
oreised  in  the  debates  in  that  House ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  he  must  say  that  very 
few  Membera  of  Uiat  House  had  less  com- 
monioation  than  that  hon.  Member  and 
himself.  It  waa  certainly  unfortooate  that 
those  who  took  the  Protestant  riews  which 
were  entertained  by  himself  and  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Warwickshire  and  by  the 
late  Member  for  that  division  [Mr.  Spooner) 
should  be  in  so  different  a  position  from 
that  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  King's 
County  and  those  associated  with  him,  who 
were  compactly  organized  and  backed  by 
great  resources.  ["Ohl"]  Scarcely  a 
day  passed  without  some  addition  to  their 
funds.  The  hon.  Member  for  North  War- 
wickshire told  the  House  not  long  since 
of  a  ease  in  whieh  £40,000  had  fallen  into 
their  hands— that  day  he  saw  in  the  news- 
papers that  it  was  £90,000.  Ha  had  taken 
Mr.  NmoitgaU 


some  puns  to  aseertain  how  much  that 
party  obtained  from  the  public  purse  in 
support  of  their  particular  views,  and  he 
found  that  it  waa  not  less  in  the  aggregate 
than  £1.000.000  a  year.  Meanwhile,  what 
was  the  position  of  the  party  represented 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Warwiek- 
anire  and  himself?  Uwm  soweely  pos- 
sible to  imagine  a  wider  gnlf  than  divided 
them  ttpoB  most  questinas.  The  principles 
on  which  the  hon.  Member  for  North  War- 
wickshire and  his  lato  Colleague  proceeded 
in  this  matter  w%re  different  from  those  by 
which  he  (Mr.  Whalley)  was  influenced ; 
he  placed  his  reliance  not  upon  any  ability 
he  could  bring  to  bear,  but  upon  principles 
which  some  Members  of  tliat  House  were 
presumed  to  represent — the  priuciples  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty.  He  thought 
that  the  Roman  Catholics  designed  to  in- 
crease their  endowments,  and  to  overthrow 
that  Church  of  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  Warwickshire  was  so  prominent  an 
advoeate.  He  eonndered  that  when  suoh 
abuses  as  had  been  brought  forwwd  eoald 
be  shown  an  appeal  to  the  Oovamment 
ought  not  to  be  made  m  nun.  It  was 
characteristio  of  the  Roman  CathoHes  in 
this  country  that  they  took  a  special  delight 
in  defying  the  law.  The  hon.  Member  few 
the  King  s  County  said.  "  all  these  things 
can  be  remedied  by  law;**  but  he  (Mr, 
Whalley)  said  they  could  not.  The  hon. 
Member  said,  "The  law  is  open."  But 
these  institutions  had  assumed  such  a  po> 
sition  that  it  was  almost  impossible  that 
the  law  oould  be  vindicated  in  respect  of 
any  abuses  eommilted  in  them.  As  to  the 
M'Dermott  ease,  he  could  state  of  his  own 
knowledge  that  Father  Charles  Bowden 
had  indiieed  a  young  Udy,  whose  age  waa 
somewhat  in  question,  hot  who  was  eiUier 
sixteen  or  seventeen,  to  leave  her  hone. 
The  mother  applied  to  the  magistrate,  but 
as  she  could  not  state  that  the  girl  at  the 
time  was  under  sixteen  years  of  age  the 
magistrate  eoald  give  her  no  redress  ;  but 
he  sent  for  Father  Bowden,  who  admitted 
that  he  had  to  a  certain  extent  induced  the 
girl  to  leave  her  home,  for  which,  if  the 
girl  waa  under  sixteen,  he  was  liable  to 
three  years*  imprisonment.  That  was  the 
observation  made  by  the  magistrate  on 
Mrs.  M'Dermott  applying  for  rf^resa.  He 
guve  him  a  reprimand,  which  he  believed 
was  approved  of  by  the  general  voioe  of 
the  eonntry.  Three  days  afterwards  the 
mother  again  applied  to  Mr.  Selfe  ;  but 
on  that  oeeasion  Mr.  Self^  having  eon- 
salted  with  Mn.  Selfe,  hanfMr.  Whaljey) 
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wistied  to  know  whether  Mr.  Selfe  had  not 
also  consnlted  with  the  Home  Office  od 
that  oeoaitoQ.  Mr.  Selfe  haring  had  an 
interview  with  the  girl  handed  her  back  to 
the  oare  of  Fathe):  Bowden  and  his  coad- 
jutor DDD,  telling  the  mother  that  she 
ought  to  be  perfeetlj  satisfied  that  her 
daughter  was  placed  under  such  care. 
Now,  ho  wanted  to  kno.w  whether  the 
House  ought  to  refuse  an  inqoirj,  under  such 
cireumstanees.  into  institntions  to  which 
magistrates  sent  giris  like  Elisa  U'Der^ 
mott  Were  magistrates  to  be  at  liberty 
to  send  persons  to  those  oonTentnal  insti- 
tutions on  information  supplied  by  priests 
and  nuns,  who  came  before  them  priratelj  ? 
If  they  were,  surely  the  nature  of  those 
institatioos  was  a  proper  subject  to  be  in- 
quired into.  He  wished,  therefore,  to  know 
whether  the  Home  Secretary  was  prepared 
to  justifj  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Selfe  in  send- 
ing the  girl  back  under  the  charge  of 
Father  Bowden  and  his  nans,  without 
aflFording  the  mother  an  opportunity  of 
making  an  explanation  in  answer  to  the 
different  scandals  that  had  been  ottered 
wainst  her  f  DiTide  I"]  He  begged 
the  fbrbearanee  of  hon.  U  embers  for  a  few 
minntea.  Snbseqnently  the  mother  applied 
to  Mr.  Arnold,  the  sitting  magistrate  at  the 
Weatmintor  Folioe  Court.  [•*  Divide !"] 
The  hon.  Member  for  Idneoln  fMr.  Seely) 
reminded  him  of  the  neeessitjof  a  division. 
He  begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the  boo. 
Member  and  also  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Maidstone  (Mr.  Buxton),  who  alio  appeared 
anxious  to  divide,  to  the  letter  which  Hor 
Majesty  had  directed  to  be  written  on  be- 
half of  the  safety  of  railway  passengers. 
Now  suppose  Her  Msjesty  were  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  what  had  become  of 
Eliza  M'Dermott  and  of  Mary  Ryan,  whose 
screams  on  the  pier  of  Dover  had  attracted 
the  notice  of  the  public  f  If  the  House 
would  not  permit  ^e  foots  of  snob  a  case 
aa  that  of  Mrs.  M*Dermo(t  to  be  laid  before 
them  what  would  the  pnblie  think  %  ['*  Di- 
vide!"]   Well,  heeonid  stand  there  end 

Erotest  against  tiie  intermptions  of  Uie  hon. 
[ember  »tr  Lincoln  or  of  any  other  Member 
who  interrupted  him  in  pleading  the  case  of 
the  widow.  He  wished  to  eall  the  attention 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Arnold  on  the  occasion  of  the  second 
applioation  of  Mrs.  M'Dermott  for  redress, 
and  the  House  would  see  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  King's 
County  was  not  juaUfied.  He  (Mr.  Whal- 
ley)  was  present  on  theoecasion,  end  heard 
toe  mother  eCate^  on  the  enthwity  of  the 


registrar  of  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  Dublin, 
that  the  girl  was  not  sixteen  ;  thereby 
proving  the  fact  which,  according  to  Mr. 
Selfe,  rendered  Father  Bowden  liable  to 
three  years*  imprisonment.  Mrs.  M'Der- 
mott on  that  occasion  produced  the  register, 
but  Mr.  Arnold — the  same  gentleman  to 
whose  conduct  he  had  called  attention  last 
Session — refused  to  hear  more  evidence. 
The  court  was  crowded  by  persons  that 
the  mother  had  brought  to  prove  that 
Father  Bowden  had  sent  a  man  with  a 
letter  urging  the  girl  to  leave  her  home, 
and  that  she  was  nnder  the  age  of  sixteen 
at  the  time.  Mr.  Arnold  rerased  to  hear 
more  evidence,  and  said  oot  only  that  there 
waa  no  case  for  a  sommons  against  Father 
Bowden,  hut  that  in  his  opinion  Father 
Bowden  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  abduc- 
tion  of  Eliza  M'Dermott.  Hon.  Members 
ought  to  raise  their  minds  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  general  state  of  the  law,  not 
to  the  mode  in  which  it  was  administered. 
He  himself  was  not  able  to  raise  the  mind 
of  the  House.  Every  Member  ought  to 
consider  the  oondoet  of  Mr.  Arnold  in  re- 
fusing to  hear  evidence,  thoogh  be  must 
have  known  the  language  addressed  by 
Mr.  Selfe  to  Father  Bowden  on  the  snbjeot. 
Notwithatanding  that  Mr.  Arnold  said  that 
he  was  of  opinion  Father  Bowden  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  abduction  of  the  girl. 
Would  the  right  hon.  Baronet  justify  an 
ohiUr  dietum  of  that  kind  by  the  magis- 
trate ?  The  ease  of  the  girl  in  question 
was  not  the  only  one  in  which  the  Bromp- 
ton  Oratorians  defied  the  law.  He  had 
got  a  Betum  last  year  with  regard  to  the 
registration  of  such  institutions  as  required 
by  Act  of  Parliament.  He  knew  nothing 
of  Smee's  case,  but  he  knew  the  Act  re- 
quired all  soeh  institutions  to  be  registered, 
and  he  believed  that  the  thirty  priests  who 
belonged  to  it,  and  who  roamed  all  ever 
Brompton,  were  persona  who  were  me- 
hibited  fimn  residing  in  this  country.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  anew  that  he  \aA  Mled 
in  hia  duty  in  dlowing  such  an  institntion 
to  exist  without  being  registored.  These 
institntions  were  a  standing  defiance  to 
the  law  of  the  land.  ["  Divide  I  "]  Not 
one  of  the  fifty-six  similar  institutions  were 
registered.  The  influence  of  the  Oratory 
extended  over  the  whole  district  of  Bromp- 
ton, and  the  Westminster  Police  Office  was 
the  only  place  to  apply  for  the  protection 
of  the  liberty  of  the  subject.  Mr.  Arnold 
ought  to  have  known  this.  There  could 
be  no  doubt  that  Mrs.  M'Dermott  was  a 
penwa  ef  iininipead^9^9^9^^<>g|9 
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■h*  ImuI  w»i  oonlinaed  to  oottfonn  to  the 
Tim  of  dw  Soman  Catlidio  priMta  ihe 
beeame  ao  objoet  of  peneeution.  One 
eoafutor,  Fatbw  Gloag.  got  posMsaion  of 
her  children,  in  the  hope  of  gettbg  rid  of 
her.  To  effect  this  Gloag  had  produced 
the  son  to  prove  her  mad,  and  thns  to  get 
pouession  of  Eliia.  That  aeheme  failed. 
Another  effort  was  made  to  get  rid  of  the 
woman.  He  spoke  from  a  petition  whioh 
bad  been  presented  a  few  days  ago,  but 
which  was  too  long  to  read.  lira.  M'Der- 
mott  was  a  remarkable  woman — a  woman 
of  great  force  of  eharaator,  and  wonkl  hare 
been  a  matoh  tor  the  prieato  if  she  had 
bad  an  adneato  in  that  House.  Finding 
one  sehema  hoi  the  priests  concocted  an- 
other, and  earned  away  her  three  chiUren, 
at  faar  o'clock  in  ttw  moniog,  to  Ae 
workhonse,  on  the  pretance  that  she  had 
neglected  them.  This  was  in  1849. 
Mr.  Faynter,  the  magistrate,  caused  in- 
quiry to  be  made.  A  policeman  came 
forward  and  aaid  that  she  was  a  drunk- 
en woman,  when  the  rererse  was  the 
fact,  and  Mr.  Faynter,  without  hearing 
her,  committed  her  to  prison  for  soTen 
days.  A  mingled  system  of  terror  and 
force  characterised  the  Brompton  Oratory. 
The  whole  machinery  was  oontriTed  to 
Buppleraent  the  efforts  of  these  nuns  and 
monks.  Tbey  bad  heard  of  bequests  to 
them  of  £40,000  one  day,  and  of  £90,000 
another  day.  Now,  he  believed  tbey  had 
aaaooiatMl  with  than  the  expelled  monks 
and  nnns  of  Italy.  The  pnblio  had  no 
proteetion  against  andi  ft  system.  He 
belieTed  there  were  Sto  Affsrent  eases  not 
less  atrocious  than  that  of  Mn.  M*Der- 
mott.  And  yet  tbey  were  allowed  to  reside 
at  Brompton,  lording  it  over  the  people, 
who  had  no  other  protecUon  than  what 
such  police  magistrates  as  Mr.  Selfe  and 
Mr.  Arnold  ooold  give  them.  He  would 
now  address  himself  to  the  ease  of  Mary 
Ryan.  A  few  days  ago  a  report  had  been 
sent  to  the  Home  Offico  by  a  gentleman 
who  stood  high  in  his  profession — Mr. 
Gollette — giving  the  reealt  of  a  risit  he 
paid  to  Hiwy  Ryan  at  Bmgea.  That  gen- 
tloman  reported  that  be  had  seen  Mary 
Byan,  the  nii  vbose  sereema  at  Bover 
bad  attracted  notice,  and  that  she  did  not 
appear  to  him  to  be  mad.  That  gentleman 
reported  that  he  saw  her  in  her  natural 
Btete — that  was,  in  her  natural  stete  at 
that  time — and  that  though  she  was  low 
and  desponding,  her  memtny  was  olear  and 
accurate,  and  that  she  said  she  was  taken 
from  England  on  a  refwuelalion  that  abe 


was  going  to  be  sent  to  her  frieoda.  That 

Sentleman  fivtber  slated  that  though  she 
id  not  appear  to  be  mad  in  Uie  ordinary 
sense,  she  was  eioeedingly  distressed,  and 
in  a  Bu^  a  state  that  would  make  erery 
Englishman  denre  to  reseeo  her  from  it; 
wtTtboogb  he  thought  she  was  not  mad, 
he  feared  she  might  become  mad  or  die>  or 
something  of  that  kind.  Hariog  taken  the 
dooument  to  the  Home  Office  he  had  to 
acknowledge  the  utmost  possible  courtesy 
from  the  officers  of  that  Department.  He 
then  asoerteined  that  a  Commissioner  had 
been  sent  over  to  inquire  loto  the  stete  of 
the  girl.  Since  be  entered  the  House  he 
had  seen  his  Report.  It  confirmed  very 
much  the  stetoment  of  Mr.  CoUette,  but 
the  Qommiswoner  took  on  himself  to  say 
that  no  doubt  when  abe  waa  earned  away 
and  Inonght  orer  thera  she  was  in  a  atato 
of  acute  mania.  Whore  did  the  ri^ht  hen. 
Baronet  find  a  Lunacy  Commissioner  of 
such  extraordinary  ability  as  to  discover 
that  t  Dr.  .Heame,  a  person  who  oceupied 
a  high  position  in  the  Catholie  Churab, 
wrote  to  the  newspapers,  stating  that  the 
certificate  of  Mary  Ryan's  acute  mania, 
and  her  being  a  proper  subject  to  be  U*ans< 
ferred  to  a  lunatic  asylum,  was  signed  by 
Dr.  Millar;  but  it  now  turned  out  that 
Dr.  Millar  had  never  ngned  any  such 
certificate,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Sir  George  Gray)  had  allowed  himself  to 
be  the  dupe  of  this  Dr.  Heame,  who  steted 
that  which  waa  a  deliberate  ialsehood. 
'Divide!*']  He  wenld  not  offend  the 
ovse  hj  replymg  in  detml  to  what  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Eing'a  County  had 
said  about  the  general  administration  and 
moral  discipline  of  the  nunneries.  It  had 
been  said  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Warwicksbira  that  if  matten  were  allowed 
to  go  on  as  at  present  the  people  would 
rise  some  day  and  poll  down  one  of  theae 
institutions  stone  by  stone.  He  hoped 
thera  would  be  a  calm  and  dispassionato 
inquiry,  and  that  sfmeUiing  would  be  done 
to  ameud  the  exiating  state  (tf  things.  He 
refrained  from  saying  iriiat  he  knew  ef 
the  borron  that  were  perpetrated  in  these 
establisbmenta.  Now,  he  held  in  his  band 
the  translatioa  of  a  hook  paid  for  by  the 
eonntry  to  Ae  extent  of  some  thonaands  a 
year,  and  which  formed  the  basis  of  the 
education  at  Maynooth  and  the  convent 
schools.  ["Read,  read!"]  The  time 
might  come  when  it  might  be  necessary  to 
comply  with  the  suggestion  of  hon.  Meni> 
bers,  and  read  the  eontenta  of  the  book; 
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erer,  the  House  coald  not  be  inclueed  to 

five  its  atteotKm  to  the  oiranoittftnoee  ud- 
er  whiob  Marr  Bjru  was  carried  away, 
-iDd  under  which  the  widow  M'DermoU  wa« 
deprired  of  her  daughter,  while  an  attempt 
was  made  also  to  deprire  her  of  her  life, 
eertunlj  of  her  liberty,  be  (Mr.  Whalley). 
whAterer  obloquy  might  attaoh  to  him,  and 
tboa^  diiastrons  moral  consequences  might 
ensue,  would  make  public  the  contents  of 
the  book  wUeh  be  held  in  his  band.  For 
neb  ftttenUon  as  the  House  bad  been 
pleased  to  give  he  returned  bis  thanks,  and 
be  most  earnestly  implored  them  to  agree 
to  the  Uotaon. 

Sn  QEOBOE  ORBT :  Sir,  I  ean  as< 
Bare  the  htm.  Uember  for  Peterborough 
that  I  bad  no  desire  to  stand  in  the  way  of 
his  addresung  the  House.  The  bon.  Gen- 
tleman began  by  saying  that  there  was  an 
impassable  gulf  between  himself  and  the 
hoD.  Member  for  North  Warwickshire,  who 
brought  forward  the  Motion;  sod  I  beliere 
the  House  must  feel  that  Uiere  is  a  wide 
distinction  between  the  mode  in  which  the 
latter  dealt  with  the  question  and  the 
tone  adopted  by  the  bon,  Qentleman  who 
■poke  laat.  The  bon.  Member  for  Peter- 
borough recommends  calm  and  dispasnon- 
ate  inquiry— but  his  speech  was  hardly  an 
illostration  of  the  temper  of  mind  in  which 
the  question  ought  lo  be  disoosaed.  BefH« 
dealing  with  the  general.  Bol^ject,  I  will 
reply  to  the  questiona  whidi  the  bon. 
Member  has  addressed  to  mo.  He  says 
he  holds  me  responuble  for  OTory  act  of 
erery  police  magistrate  within  tlie  metro- 
politan district  —  and  he  especiBlly  re- 
ferred to  what  was  said  and  done  by  Mr. 
Paynter  in  1859,  when  I  had  not  the 
honour  to  be  Home  Secretary,  I  need 
soareely  say  I  cannot  accept  siwh  respon- 
libility.  The  bon.  Member  also  asks  me 
to  flondemn  the  oonduet  of  Mr.  Arnold.  I 
eamot  do  so.  The  case  in  question  has 
not  eome  before  me  in  any  shape.  I  saw 
the  reports  in  the  newspi^,  as  everybody 
else  did,  but  I  bad  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  Mr.  Arnold  did  not  on  that,  as  on 
arery  other  oceawm,  disoha^  his  duty  in 
the  most  eoBseienUoaa  manner.  Again, 
the  bon.  Member  asks  whether  in  the 
M'Dcmott  ease  Mr.  Selfe  communioated 
with  me?  He  did  not — there  was  no 
occasion  for  his  doing  so.  The  case  came 
before  him  for  his  judicial  interposition, 
but  it  prored  to  be  one  in  wbieb  he  eould 
not  interfere  as  a  magistrate.  He  then 
dealt  with  it  in  an  extrftjudioial  meaner, 
M  Bight  b*  iiiiR«d  from  fait  hftfiagcoA- 


suUed  Mrs.  Sdfe,  and  from  humane  mo- 
tires  he  endeaTOured  to  aseertain  for  Mrs. 
M'Dermott  wherd  her  daughter  was,  and 
whetlier  the  girl  was  under  any  restraint. 
But  no  comroanication  took  plaee  on  the 
subject  between  Mr.  Selfe  and  the  Home 
OfBce.  The  bon.  Member  further  says  I 
am  responsible  for  the  omission  to  enforce 
the  law  requiring  the  registration  of  the 
Bromi^n  Oratory.  I  am  not  aware  of 
the  existenoe  of  any  Act  by  which  sueh 
institutions  as  the  Brompton  Oratory  are 
required  to  be  registered.  By  tlie  Catholic 
Emancipation  A!et  all  members  of  any 
religions  order  bound  by  tows  or  oaths  are 
required  to  regtstw  themselres  within  six 
months  after  eoming  to  thu  oountry. 
There  is  no  law,  howcTor,  that  such  a 
place  as  the  Brompton  Oratory  shall  be 
registered.  1  hare  no  knowledge  on  the 
subject ;  but  I  have  been  informed,  on 
what  I  beliere  to  be  good  authority,  that 
the  members  of  the  Oratory  are  not  bound 
by  any  religious  tows,  and  therefore 
do  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
statute  I  hsTe  menUoned.  If  the  bon. 
Qentleman  knows  that  these  persons  are 
bound  by  such  rows,  he  could  hare  brought 
the  matter  under  the  notiea  of  the  Attorney 
Oeneral,  in  order  that  proceedings  might 
be  institnted,  if  there  was  any  ground  for 
them,  or  erideoce  to  support  them.  The 
oaae  of  Mary  Ryan  has  nally  nothing 
to  do  with  the  subject  of  this  Hotiou. 
The  illegality  oommitted  in  this  instanee 
was  not  because  she  was  a  member  of 
any  conrentual  establishment—the  sole 
illegality  was  a  forcible  abduction  of  the 
person — not  neceesarily  of  a  nun  bnt  of 
any  person — and  amounted  to  an  assault, 
for  which  the  offenders  were  criminally 
responuhle.  It  bad  nothing  to  do  with 
the  religious  character  of  the  person  con- 
cerned. The  papers  on  the  subject  bare 
been  laid  on  she  tsble,  and  it  would  only 
hsTe  been  fair  if  the  bon.  Member  had 
stated  that  Mr.  Wilkes,  one  of  the  medical 
members  of  Uie  Bmtd  of  Lunacy  Commis- 
sioners, who  saw  Uie  girl  and  exandned 
her  condition,  reports  as  follows : — 

"  Id  joj  opinion,  Hary  R^an  ii  still  of  noBonnd 
mind,  labonring  under  a  verjr  common  form  of 
melaDoholia,  with  a  inioidal  tendene^.  I  also 
think  that  sba  Is  not  hi  estate  to  be  safUr  taken 
oars  of  out  of  an  aqrhua," 

It  also  appears  that  erery  person  aetnated 
by  benerolent  motires,  or  sent  h^  the  Go- 
Tornment,  reoeired  erery  facility  in  fisiting 
the  girl,  and  that  she  is  treated  with  kind- 
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vfa  J  she  WM  not  bronght  buk  to  this  eoantrr 
—4  coarse  whiehboth  theBelgisn  Qorern- 
ment  and  the  menagers  of  the  ioBtitation 
would  gladly  bare  aeqniesced  in — was  that 
her  state  was  suoh  as  td  render  it  probable 
that  her  remoral  wonld  have  exposed  her 
to  a  renewed  attaok  oF  mania. 

With  regard  to  the  general  qnestion,  I 
cannot  help  expressing  my  regret  that  after 
the  interval  wbiob  has  elapsed  since  this 
subject  was  last  before  the  House  it  should 
hare  been  rerived  by  the  faon.  Oentleman 
the  Member  for  North  Warwickshire.  I 
implioitly  belicTe  the  hon.  Qentleman's 
assertion  that  he  is  not  actuated  by  any 
religions  bigotry,  but  is  only  acting  in  what 
he  regards  as  the  honest  disohaige  of  his 
duty,  and  I  also  beliere  Uiat  he  represents 
Uie  opinions  of  a  Tory  large  number  of 
persons  in  this  eonntry  ;  but,  with  the 
reoolleetion  of  what  has  before  taken  place 
in  this  House,  I  do  not  think  that  be  is 
acting  judiciously  in  pressing  such  a  qnes- 
tion  upon  its  attention.  In  1853  Mr. 
Thomas  Chambers,  who  is  no  longer  a 
Member  of  this  House,  brought  in  a  Bill 
which  led  to  very  long  discussions.  It 
was  founded  upon,  I  think,  the  same  as* 
snmpUon  as  the  present  Motion — namely, 
that  many  persons  are  subjeet  to  the  undue 
and  improper  exercise  of  eoeroion  and  re- 
straint in  conTentnal  establishments,  and 
that  the  existing  law  does  not  afford  ade- 
quate means  for  thur  relief.  The  Bill  was 
lost  on  the  second  reading,  and  its  place 
was  taken  by  an  Amendment,  moTcd  by 
an  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  not  now 
a  Member  of  this  House  (Mr.  Fhinn),  to 
the  effect  that  a  Committee  should  he  ap- 
pointed to  inquire— 

"  Whether  anjr  and  what  regulations  are  ne- 
oetsmrj  for  tbo  protootion  of  the  ioinatei  of  ea- 
tsblishmsnts  of  a  oODTentoal  nature,  and  for  the 
prsnotion  of  tbo  ezeroiie  of  ondne  influence  in 
proooriDs  the  slienatlon  of  Qwir  proper^."— 
[See  a  Banmsrdt  exxTlL,  cxztUL] 

The  object  of  that  Committee  was  mncb 
more  restricted  thsn  is  that  of  the  Reso- 
lution now  before  the  House,  but  it  led  to 
a  very  protracted  debate,  and  ultimately, 
owingto  the  adTanoed  period  of  the  Session, 
it  dropped  without  any  decision  being  eome 
to.  Id  the  next  Session  Mr.  Chambers, 
deferring  to  wbat  appeared  to  be  the  opi- 
nion of  the  majority  of  this  House,  mored 
for  a  Committee  of  Inquiry.  The  MoUou 
was  carried  by  a  considerable  majority ; 
hot  what  followed  ?  We  were  led  into  in- 
terminable debates  night  after  night  upon 
the  question  nf  the  nominaUon  of  uat 

Sir  Qtm^e  Qr9^ 


Committee  or  upon  Motions  for  the  dis- 
chsrge  of  the  Order.  There  were  many 
aerimonions  debatea ;  mneh  faloable  time 
was  Itwt ;  ultimately  it  waa  found  impos- 
sible to  nominate  the  Committee,  and  no 
practical  result  was  derired  from  those 
discussions.  That  is  rather  a  warning  to 
us  not  to  enter  upon  the  course  to  which 
we  are  invited  by  the  hon.  Oentleman  than 
an  encouragement  to  expect  from  it  any 
useful  result.  With  what  Tiew  is  the  in- 
quiry proposed  %  I  was  in  hopes  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  wonld,  according  to  the 
ordinary  practice  of  Parliament,  hare  shown 
that  he  asked  for  inquiry  with  a  view  to 
some  practical  legislation.  We  do  not  ap- 
point Committees  merely  to  grati^  con- 
oaity,  or  to  obtun  information  wfaieh  the 

S arson  seehmg  it  says  that  be  does  not 
esire  to  make  the  basu  FarUameDtarr 

action.   

Mn.  NEWDEGATE  said,  he  sUted 
that  be  desired  to  lay  the  facts  before  the 
House,  and  would  leave  it  to  the  wisdnn 
of  the  House  to  apply  the  remedy. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  :  I  think  an  hoo. 
Geotieman  ought  to  trust  a  little  to  his 
own  wisdom  when  he  brings  a  subject 
before  the  House  and  asks  for  the  inquiry 
of  a  Committee,  and  to  show  that  some 
practical  result  is  likely  to  be  attained, 
and  to  state  that,  after  inquiry  has  tak» 
place,  he  will  be  prepared  to  recommend 
the  House  to  take  some  le^slatire  ac- 
tion. The  hon.  Gentlunan  does  not  do 
that ;  he  merely  wishes  to  obtain  the  in- 
formation and  lay  it  before  the  House, 
without  taking  any  ulterior  proceedings 
upon  it.  I  should  like  to  know  what  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  object  is.  Is  it  the  in- 
spection of  these  institutions,  or  is  it,  as 
I  rather  gathered  from  his  speech,  their 
absolute  suppression  ?  On  what  ground  does 
he  think  that  Parliament  ought  to  interfere 
in  this  matter  ?  Does  he  believe  that  there 
are  many  persons  in  a  state  of  absolute 
phytical  coercion  and  restraint  in  these 
places,  and  that  the  taw  is  unable  to  pro- 
vide a  remedy  %  I  know  that  such  a  be- 
lief prevails  very  extensively,  and  is  held 
by  many  people  mnch  more  strongly  than 
by  the  hon.  Gentieman  himself.  There 
was  sent  to  me  a  few  days  ago  a  copy  of 
the  Atlwarj^  or  Befitrmation  Journal^ 
dated  the  1st  of  Uareh,  containing  a  para- 
graph headed,  "  ProtesUnt  Action  in  Par- 
liament," in  which  it  is  stated  that — 

"  Ob  the  9th  of  Febmarr  a  speoUl  meeting  of 
tbe  General  Oonmittee  of  the  ProtMtant  Al- 
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BMolotkmi  ware  atuuiimoiiil/  adopted : — '  That 
there  baa  Immi  a  large  and  luddeo  inoraase  in  tbo- 
nombor  of  conventual  establishments  in  Britain, 
and  at  the  present  time  there  u«  301  of  these 
institntions  in  Eo^and  and  SooUand  for  females, 
eontabioE,  it  ii  bdiered,  iBan7  tboosand  inmates, 
most  of  whom  are  under  a  ooosiderable  amoont 
of  oonitraint,  and  are  deprived  of  the  liberty  of 
qoitting  these  establishments.  That  it  is  desirable 
tnat  Pariiament  should  iostitnto  inqoirjr  opon  this 
sabjeot,  and  that  the  following  petition  on  con* 
Tentoal  ertablishmentt  bo  adopted.' " 

The  petition  repeats  diis  statement  in  sub- 
stanee,  and  eonelades — 

"Toar  petitioners  therefore  pray  your  bonoar» 
able  House  to  instltate  an  inqui^  into  the  exis- 
tenee  and  condition  of  monastio  and  conTontnal 
establishments,  and  to  take  raah  bmuu  ai  iball 
seonre  the  doe  obserraaea  of  the  law  and  the 
liberty  of^he  snbjeot." 

NoWf  Sir,  what  protX  has  been  giren  of 
these  facts,  or  of  the  inadequacy  of  the 
eiisting  law  to  meet  any  of  these  snpposed 
eases  of  physical  coercion  ?  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  cited  several  instances,  but 
they  seemed  to  me  to  show  that  the  law 
is  powerful  enough  to  deal  with  these  oases 
when  they  occur.  He  must  know  that  if 
there  is  reasonable  ground  to  snapeet  that 
any  person  is  in  confinement  and  kept  in 
restraint  against  his  will,  an  application 
for  a  writ  of  hiibeas  corpus  may  be  made 
on  his  behalf  to  the  Court  of  Qaem's 
Bencb,  or  either  of  the  Superior  Courts 
of  Common  Law,  and  if  it  were  anp- 
ported  by  afBdaf its  the  oourt  woold  at  once 
grant  the  writ  I  was  not  aoqnainted 
with  the  partiealan  <rf  the  case  with  re* 
roeot  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  said 
Hiat  he  had  twenty-seren  aflBdarits.  [Mr. 
Nxwdbgatr:  Nine  affidavits.]  One  affi- 
davit would  be  quite  enough — and  I  am 
sure  that  if  affidavits  were  made  disclosing 
proceedings  as  to  the  illegality  or  crimina- 
lity of  which  there  conid  not  be  a  moment's 
question*  showing  that  there  were  in  any 
conventual  estauishments  dungeons  into 
which  women  were  forced,  and  from  which 
they  were  not  allowed  to  come  out  alive — 
circumstaoees  which  would  justify  a  ma- 
gistrate in  ordering  the  police  to  enter  the 
establiahmeot  and  make  a  thorough  ex»- 
miDation—tbe  hon.  Gentleman  would  be 
the  laat  man  to  put  suoh  affidavits  into  his 
po«ket  until  he  bad  ao  opportunity  of 
bringing  them  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. He  must  have  known  as  a  magis- 
trate that  proceedings  could  be  taken  to 
asoertun  the  troth  of  the  affidavits,  to 
stop  the  practices  oompluned  of,  and  to 
bring  the  partiea  concerned  to  jnaUoe.  In 
this  eonntry  such  proeeedinga  would  meet 


with  universal  censure,  and  general  sym- 
pathy would  support  any  person  in  investi- 
gating and  exposing  them ;  and  I  do 
not  speak  of  Protestant  sympathy  alone. 
Roman  Catholics  would  unite  with  Pro- 
testants to  support  the  exercise  of  magis- 
terial auttionty  in  (heir  suppresuoo.  In 
these  oonventual  establishments  and  col- 
leges, ladies  of  rank  and  education  are  to 
be  found,  and  does  the  hon.  Gentleman 
really  suppose  that  the  friends  and  relatives 
of  these  ladies  leave  them  absolutely  at  the 
mercy  of  those  who  have  the  control  of 
these  establishments,  that  they  never  visit 
them — that  they  are  so  dead  to  the 
natural  affisetiona  whieh  are  implanted  in 
our  hearts,  and  ao  lost  to  the  obligation  of 
those  duties  which  are  imposed  upon  us  as 
members  of  somety,  as  not  at  any  time  to 
inquire  into  the  condition  of  their  relatives 
who  have  taken  the  veil,  and  that  they 
would  not  be  the  first  to  seek  for  the  inves- 
tigation of  any  suoh  disgraceful  proceed- 
ings as  are  now  alleged  as  inatters  of  com- 
plaint ?  The  real  fact  is  that  the  evil  with 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  proposes  to 
grapple—for  as  a  Protestant  I  cannot  deny 
that  it  is  an  evil — arises  not  from  pbysiew, 
material  restraint,  hut  from  that  moral  re- 
straint, from  that  obligation  which  is  felt  to 
bind  the  oonseienew  of  those  ladies,  and 
even  when  they  may  have  taken  the  nW  at 
an  early  jperiod  of  life,  and  may  afterwardi 
repent  of  their  tows,  prevents  them  from 
availing  themselves  of  the  meana  at  their 
disposal,  of  leaving  these  establishments  if 
they  like.  These  feelings  are  very  much 
those  which  were  expressed  in  touching 
terms  by  the  lady  at  Staplehurst,  to  whom 
the  hon.  Gentleman  referred,  and  who  said 
she  had  taken  the  veil  with  an  earnest  de- 
sire to  devote  herself  to  the  service  of  God ; 
adding  that  all  her  relatives  were  Catholics 
and  that  she  knew  nothing  of  life,  and 
asking  where  she  should  go  if  she  left  the 
asylum  of  the  convent.  Does  the  hon. 
Gentleman  believe  that  any  action  of  Par- 
liament can  reach  motives  of  that  kind- 
motives  which,  however  much  we  may  re- 
gret their  existence,  must  still  he  re- 
spected ?  I  do  regret  that  any  young 
person  ahould  take  tows  which  are  to  last 
for  the  whole  of  her  life  j  hut,  at  the  same 
time,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  there  are 
many  of  these  establishments  in  which  the 

f>er8ons  who  enter,  devote  themselves  to  a 
ife,  not  of  asceticism,  but  of  active  virtue 
and  benevolence,  employing  their  time 
in  the  edueation  of  ue  young,  the  re- 
I  form  of  erimioaI^^.o^^j^h.C^g|^ 


loss  Momutie  and 
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ohuitj  in  vfaioh  ProtaitaDto  may  well 
denra  to  emulate  Utem.  This  CommlU 
tee  is  asked  for,  not  to  ioqnire  into 
the  eziitMiee  of  eniTents— this  ii  well 
known  —  not  into  their  idaresae  —  he- 
eanae  the  hon.  Oentleman  has  giren  ai 
exact  itatistios  npon  that  head,  and  I 
belioTe  that  an  acearate  Hat  of  all  saeh  ea- 
tablishmenta  is  to  be  found  in  the  Oatho- 
lio  Directory,  but  into  thwr  character. 
Do  70U  mean  that  it  is  to  enter  the  con- 
vents, examine  into  their  regalations,  and 
aBoertain  what  practices  prerail  in  thoie 
instittttions  ?  Is  the  Committee  to  trarel 
about  the  eoontrj,  or  is  it  to  call  before 
it  the  inmates  and  superinteodents  of  oon- 
Tonts  ?  And  if  joa  adopt  the  latter 
conrse,  do  yon  think  that  you  will  find 
anyone  who  will  appeal  to  this  Committee 
to  delifer  her  from  bondage  in  whieh 
the  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  think  that 
all  tiiese  ladies  are  kept  f  I  beliere 
■neh  an  idea  is  chimeneal.  The  only 
thing  that  you  can  do  to  effect  the  object 
which  the  hon.  Member  seems  to  hare 
in  view  is  absolutely  to  prohibit  the  exist- 
ence of  any  conTentoal  establishments  in 
this  country.  And  I  believe  that  is 
what  the  hon.  Qenileman  desires  to  do. 
Now,  I  ask,  would  that  be  either  just  or 
desirable?  With  regard  to  eonrents  of 
men,  they  are  so  far  prohibited  by  the 
Aet  10  Qeo.  lY.,  that  it  is  provided  that 
persons  in  this  country  who  had  taken  vows 
of  this  nature,  were  bonnd  to-'register 
themselves  within  six  months  after  the 
passing  of  the  Aet ;  and  persons  eoming  to 
thn  country,  and  who  had  taken  the  vows, 
were  bonnd  to  register  themselves  within 
six  months  after  they  came  here.  With 
regard  to  future  vows  to  be  taken  by  mem- 
bers of  a  religious  order  of  men,  they  were 
declared  to  be  absolutely  illegal.  There 
is,  then,  an  absolute  prohibition  existing 
with  respect  to  the  future  establishment 
of  convents  in  which  religious  vows  ore 
taken  by  men.  But  the  hon.  Oentleman 
says,  in  spite  of  all  this,  they  have  in- 
creased, and  are  increasing.  Well,  then, 
if  that  be  so,  is  there  any  encouragement 
to  ns  to  go  on  imposing  restrictions  and 
prohibidoDS  whieh  it  is  impossible  to  en- 
loree  f  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  aware  of 
the  faet  that  in  violation  of  the  law  per- 
sons have  been  admitted,  or  are  being 
admitted  members  of  communities  bound 
by  religious  vows  or  oaths,  let  htm  lay 
the  evidence  upon  which  he  founds  that 
belief  before  the  Attorney  General,  and 
then  the  Attorney  General  will  decide  whe* 


ther  he  Is  empowered  by  lav  to  act,  and 
wbethor  the  evidenoe  is  snffident  on  whieh 
to  ground  a  proseontion  or  not.  But  the 
hon.  OenUeman,  perhaps,  will  say  that  the 
objeet  of  Us  Uotion  is  to  attain  that  end. 
[Mr.  Newdboatb :  Hear!]  Then  I  say. 
Sir.  that  is  an  object  which  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  will  never  assist 
him  in  aoeomplishing.  He  asks  the  Heose 
to  appoint  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  evidenoe  op<m  which  to  found  a 
prosecution  against  the  persons  who  give 
it,  evidence  which  the  penons  summoned 
before  the  Committee  are  compelled  to 
give.  Now,  I  ask,  will  the  Hoose  do 
that?  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Oxford  (Mr.  Neate)  alluded  to  Frane^  and 
said  there  is  a  class  of  convents  there  snb- 
jeot  to  visitation.  But  then  these  convents 
are  reoegniied  by,  and  are  under  the  saoe- 
tion  of  me  State.  Is  the  hon.  Gentleman 
prepared  to  do  that  f  If  the  State  reei^ 
nizes  and  undertakes  the  superintendence 
of  convents  in  this  country,  we  may 
do  what  is  done  in  Roman  Catholic  coon- 
tries.  We  have  made  an  exception  with 
regard  to  convents  in  which  women  live, 
who  are  hound  by  religious  vows— we 
have  not  passed  any  law  prohibiting  them ; 
but  then  we  do  not  sanction  them  ;  we  do 
not  profess  to  regulate  them.  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  North  War^ 
wickshire  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Peter- 
borough ogree  to  take  them  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  ^e  State?  If  BO,  you  ean  then  make 
regulations  whieh  you  cannot  make  now, 
and  whieh  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  make 
if  you  refuse  to  recfuntxe  them.  The  effeet 
of  the  prohibition  of  Female  convents  would 
not  he  to  diminish  by  one  the  number  of 
the  inmates  of  those  establishmenls,  but  it 
might  be  to  drive  them  abroad,  where 
they  would  be  further  from  the  care  of 
their  relatives  and  friends,  and  where  the 
wholesome  public  opinion  of  this  country 
could  not  he  brought  to  bear  upon  tliem. 
For  these  reasons  I  think  it  would  be 
extremely  inexpedient  to  enter  upon  this 
inquiry  unless  the  House  is  thoroughly 
satisfied  of  the  existence  in  those  estab* 
lishments,  of  physical  eoerofon  and  re- 
straint, which  tite  law  is  at  present  unable 
to  reaeh.  I  believe  that  no  proof  has  bean 
aSbrded  either  of  the  existence  of  sueh 
cases  or  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  law,  and 
retaining  that  opinion,  I  shall  rote  against 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  SCULLY  said,  he  was  snra  the 
House  would  give  him  a  hearing  as  it  always 
did  to  any  0—  **"  ""r"ArS(VM<»- 
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serned  in  Ae  fMMion  befim  it.  Be  had 
never  liitened  to  mj  deliftte  in  that  House 
with  more  pain.  The  obBervations  of  the 
boD.  Member  for  North  Werwiekshire  had 
been  most  intuiting  to  him  and  to  ererj 
Catholie  Member.  He  would  not  oharao- 
terise  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Feterboroegb.  But  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Uembw  for  Oiford  (Mr.  Ideate),  whom 
he  woold  not  bare  anipeeted  of  such 
ideas,  had  said  that  he  weald  support 
the  Motion  on  tbe  grounds  that  he,  as 
a  Protestant,  felt  it  necessary  to  in- 
terpose in  behalf  of  the  relatires  and 
frimds  of  Roman  Catholie  Members  who, 
OBt  of  rerermee  for  the  beads  of  their 
Chnreh,  would  not  Interfere  far  the  protec- 
tion of  their  own  reUitiTOS.  He  (Mr. 
BodIIj)  would  hare  tbe  greatest  oontempt 
for  himself  if  any  such  feeling  for  priest  or 
bishop,  or  even  for  bis  Holiness  himself, 
should  prevent  him  from  affording  every 
protection  in  his  power,  not  only  to  his  own 
relatives,  bnt  to  any  other  persons.  He 
was  in  tbe  habit  of  going  to  convents,  he 
had  sisters  in  them,  and  w&s  it  to  be  sup- 
posed that  he  felt  no  interest  in  their 
happiness  ^  hot  hen.  Gentlemen  only 
ebange  places,  and  imagine  themselves 
some  thirty  Frotestants  in  a  Catholic  Par- 
liament of  some  600  Members,  and  ask 
themselves  what  would  be  their  feelings 
under  similar  imputations.  A  sister  of  his 
was*  Supertoress  of  one  of  those  eonvents, 
and  be  would  bring  the  boo.  Member  for 
Nortii  Warwickfcbire  there  if  he  wished. 
He  would  bring  him  to  any  convent  he 
pleased— there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  admission.  Any  gentleman  might 
do  so  who  sent  in  his  card ;  in  fact, 
there  were  no  private  residences  of  any 
ladies  into  which  it  was  so  easy  to  get 
admission.  He  bad  great  experience  of 
convents,  and  no  ooroplaint  of  restriction 
or  restraint  had  ever  reached  him.  There 
were  only  thirty-one  Catholic  Members 
from  Ireland  in  that  House,  and  one  from 
England,  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Arundel  Lord  Edward  Howard,  and  they 
were,  of  course,  in  the  minority.  The  Mo- 
tion might  be  carried  before  the  election, 
but  what  good  would  it  do  ?  If  it  were  an 
eleetioneering  Motion,  what  a  miserable 
course  to  take  upon  such  a  question  ;  and 
then  it  was  conBned  to  Great  Britain. 
['*  No,  no  !"]  Yet  tbe  terms  were  "  to 
inquire  into  tbe  existence,  character,  and 
increase  of  the  monastic  and  conventual 
establishments  in  Great  BritMU."  Bnt 
Irishmen  in  England  and  ont  of  it  wonld 
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dee^y  resent  svrii  a  Motion.  It  was  the 
CaUiolioS  who  would  he  aggrieved  If  such 
absurd  stories  as  bad  got  into  the  bead  of 
tbe  hon.  Member  for  North  Warwickshire 
were  true,  and  it  was  a  personal  imputation 
upon  tbem  of  the  most  abominable  kind  that 
they  would  tamely  submit  to  such  abuses. 
Did  any  one  suppose  that  he  would  weigh 
his  seat  in  the  balance  against  the  perseoe- 
tion  In  a  convent  of  any  relative  of  his  % 
The  question  was  not  what  had  happened 
in  former  times  or  in  other  ooontries.  Pid 
any  one  sapposa  that  any  lady  now  was 
immured  in  a  convent  agunst  her  will  I 
If  BO,  would  it  not  be  known  to  the  Catho- 
lic MemberSf  as  wdl  as  to  tbe  Home  Secre- 
tary, who  bad  already  professed  his  igno- 
rance of  any  snob  restriction  ?  Then  then 
was  the  trumpery  case  of  Mrs.  H*Dennott. 
The  whole  fscts  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Peterborough,  for  it  was 
he  that  drew  up  the  affidavits,  and  he  might 
easily  see  thht  it  was  a  trumpeiy  case  if 
he  only  knew  luw  to  draw  the  right  eon- 
closion. 

Question  put,  *'  That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  oat  stand  part  of  the 

Question." 

The  HoDse  dMM Ayes  106 ;  Noes 
79:  Majority  27. 

ATES. 

Bainei,  E.  Fenwick,  H. 

Baring,  T.  Q.  Tergaavm,  Sir  J. 

Beamub,  F.  B.  Fitzgerald,  W.  R,  S. 

Beftomoat,  W,  B,  Fitsroy,  Lord  F,  J. 

BeaamoQt,  6.  A.  Forsfcer,  C. 

Beeoroft,  G.  8.  Fortesooe,  rt.  bon.  C. 

Bellev,  H.  M.  Gavin,  Hi^or 

Blake,  J.  A.  Gibson,  rt,  boo.  T,  U. 

Bleooowe,  J.  G.  Greene,  J. 


BoQverie,  boo.  F,  P. 
Bowyer,  8ir  O. 
Boyle,  hon.  6.  F. 
Brady,  J. 
Bright,  J. 

Bruce,  rt.  hon.  B.  A. 
Bury,  Viiootuit 
BaxtOD,  0. 
Oardwell,  rt.  ben.  E. 
Castlerosse,  Viscooat 
Cheetbam,  j. 
Clajr,  J. 

ColebrocriM,  Sir  T.  S. 

Collier,  Sir  R.  P. 
GoUiiii,  T. 
Coltharst,  Sir  O.  0. 


Gregory,  W.  H. 
Orerille,  Cokuiel  F. 
Grej,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
GrgtvflBor,  Esrl 
Hadfleld,  G. 
Handley,  J. 
Eartiogtoa.  Marq.  of 
Herrey,  Lwd  A> 
HeadUm.  rt.  bn.  T.  E. 
Henderson,  J. 
Eenneuy,  J.  P. 
Howard,  tioQ.  0.  W.  G. 
Howard,  ImtH  E. 
Bntt,  rt.  boo.  W. 
Inriyu,  R. 
Johnttcne,  Sir  i. 


Oowper,  rt.  boo.  W.  F.  JoUiflh,  it.  fcoft.  Sir  W. 
CrawfonJ,  R.  W.  G.  H. 

Dering,  Sir  S.  0.  K^ewid,  S.  T. 

DiUwyn,  L.  L.  Klnglake,  J.  A. 

DoaglM,  Sb  0.  I«wMD,  W. 

Duff;  M.  £.  G.  Uadar,  N.  P. 

Enfield,  Vhwoont  LoathamjE.  A. 
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Locke,  3, 
Lonfffield,  R. 
MmEto7,  E. 
Uuain.  3.  F. 

MaijMibuki,  D,  0. 
Motria,  W. 
Horritt,  W.  J.  S. 
Murphy,  N.  D. 
O'SriSD,  Sir  P. 
O'FemU.  rt.  hn.  R.  M. 
0'R«iUj.  M.  W. 
P»diiior«,  R. 
Palmer,  Sir  R. 
Falmerston.  ViMOOnt 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  F. 
Pilkington,  J. 
FoIlMd-Urqahart,  W. 
Potter,  E. 
Ramadgp,  Sir  J,  W. 
Riowdo.  O. 
Rofwi,  J.  J. 
BaiNll«A. 

NOES. 


RiumU.  F.  W. 
Sohneider,  H.  W. 
Behole&eld,  W. 
Seonrfldd,  J.  H. 
Soolly.y. 
Shftfto,  R.  D. 
SidDflT,  T. 
Smitb,  J.  A. 
Smith,  J.  B. 
Stkofn,  Lord 
txtlut,  P.  A. 
ToUeBuolM.  boa.  F.  J. 
Timers,  rt.  hoo.  CP. 
Watkios,  Colonel  L. 
Wegvelin,  T.  H. 
Wimuuon,  Sir  H. 
Wood.  rt.  bm.  Six  C. 
Woodi,H. 


RLLBBS. 

Brand,  hoo.  H.  B.  W. 
White,  Colonel 


Anetnitber,  Sir  B. 
Arehdall,  Captaiii  M. 
AjrtoD,  A.  S. 
Artonn,  R.  S. 
BaiTov,  W.  H. 
Baxter,  W.  E. 
Beaob.SirM. 
Bentinek,  O.  W.  P. 
Bereeford.  rt.  hon.  W. 
BoTiU,  W. 
Bremridge;  R. 
Bridni,  Sir  a  W. 
Broolu,  R. 
Bromley,  W.  D. 
BuUer,  C.  S. 
Caird.  J. 
Cai^.  ^.W. 
Ganieffie,  hon.  C. 
Cave,  S. 

Chorchill,  Lord  A.  S. 
CUve,  Capt.  hon.  G.  W. 
C<de,  hon.  H. 
Cole,  hon.  J.  L. 
Craufnrd,  E.  H.  S. 
Doulton,  F. 
Da  Cane,  C. 
Dunlop,  A.  H. 
Ewart»  W. 
EwioK,  H.  E.  Oram* 
Fleming,  T.  W. 
Foley,  H.  W. 
Gafd,  R.  S. 
GeUy,  S.  C. 
Gore,  J.  R.  0. 
Greenall,  G. 
Gnmey,  S. , 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Hanbnry,  R. 
Henley,  Lord 
Holmeedale,  Tiaooont 
HonfUl.  T.  B. 
Kinukirdf  hMi.  A*  F. 


Knox,  hon.  Major  8. 
Langton,  W.  H.  G. 
Lefem,  G.  J.  S. 
Lefroy,  A. 
Long,  R.  P. 
Lyaley,  W.  J. 
Maakie,  J. 
Maleolm.  J.  W. 
Martin,  P.  W, 
Merry,  J. 
Miller,  T.  J. 
Uiltor,V. 
HilU,  J.  R. 
Neate,0. 
Ogilry,  Sir  J. 
OTfeUI,  E. 
Papillon,  P.  O. 
FooBonby,  hon.  A. 
Repton,  G.  W.  J. 
Robartea,  T.  J.  A. 
Ron,  W.  A. 
RnsMll,  Sir  W. 
Selwyn,  0.  J. 
Smitb,  A.  (HerU) 
Smith,  A.  (iraro) 
Some*,  J. 
Snrteee,H.  E. 
Sykei.  Colonel  W.  H. 
Tollemaobe,  J. 
Torrent,  R. 
Tanee,  J. 
Taniittart,  W. 
Veroey,  Sir  H. 
Wald^T^TV-  ^'MU^Iwd. 
G. 

Whillij,  G.  H. 
White.  J. 
WyndhanifbOD.  P. 

TSiuai. 
Nowdigate,  C.  N. 
StaHt,Ll«akMM.W. 


WAKEFIELD  GAOL. 
OBUBTATIOHS. 


IbL  NBATE,  in  mlliiig  attention  to  tiio 
noont  Appointment  of  Ooranor  of  the 


Wakefield  Gool,  and  generally  to  the  pa- 
tronage Toated  in  Jnatieei  of  the  Peace,  and 
the  Monritiei  to  be  taken  for  its  dne  ez- 
ereiae,  said  he  did  not  wish  to  giro  aoy 
personal  oharaeter  to  his  ohaervationa,  bnt 
only  to  refer  to  the  Wakefield  ease  as  an 
instance  of  the  defeetire  mode  in  wlwdi 
patronage  ma  ezwosed  by  the  magiatratea  . 
generally  in  this  oonntry.  He  took  np  the 
sabject  because,  in  eooseqneoee  of  the  loeal 
animosity  to  which  it  had  given  rise,  the 
Uembers  for  Yorkshire  probably  felt  indis- 
posed to  interfere  and  to  reviTe  ill-feeling. 
For  some  years  past  poblic  attention  haid 
been  directed  to  the  derisiag  of  some  oheek 
npon  the  exercise  of  patronage  by  State 
Departments  ;  but  nothing  had  yet  been 
drae  with  regard  to  magisterial  patrooue. 
A  vaeaney  ud  lately  occnrred  in  the  Qo- 
Temorsfaip  of  the  Wakefield  Oaol,  whieh 
was  the  moat  important  in  England,  and 
contained  400  QoTemment  prisoners,  who 
underwent  preliminary  imprisonment  before 
they  wwe  transferred  to  public  works— 
besides  the  naaal  inmates  of  eoan^  gaols. 
It  had  been  distinguished  fiv  the  ezeellenee 
of  its  management,  in  whieh  the  late  Go- 
Tomor  bad  taken  a  conspicuous  part ;  but 
the  late  Governor  faaring  resigned,  an  ad- 
Tortisement  was  inserted  in  the  papers 
calling  on  candidates  to  send  in  their 
applications  and  testimonials.    A  large 
sura — £300 — was  paid  annually  for  ^e 
management  of  the  OoTomment  convicts 
in  that  gaol,  sbowiog  that  to  a  very 
great  extent  it  was  a  Qovemment  eatao- 
lishment.    In  bis  opinion  the  costody 
of  prisoners  was  an  Imperial  duty,  and 
even  if  the  old  traditionary  rule  that  the 
custody  of  prisoners  was  co-extensive  mth 
the  jurisdiction  under  whieh  they  were 
sentenced  waa  still  in  eziatenee,  while  the 
prisoners  sentenced  at  the  quarter  leauona 
might  be  held  loeal  prisonera,  those  aen- 
tenced  at  the  assises  must  be  deemed  as 
Imperial  prisoners.    Attracted  by  the  ad- 
vertisements and  by  the  emoluments  of  the 
office,  nearly  £1,100  per  annum,  the  beet 
Qovemors  of  prisons  in  the  kingdom  sent 
in  their  testimonials  in  the  usual  manner. 
They  were  referred  to  the  visiting  magis- 
trates, who  first  selected  eight  names,  in- 
eluding  that  of  the  successful  candidate 
(Captain  Armitage);  but,  on  further  die- 
eussion  and  upon  personal  eonferenee,  this 
number  was  reduced  to  five  votes  not  in- 
cluding that  of  the  suocessfol  candidate. 
When  the  election  took  plaee,  168  out  of 
the  384  migiitrateB  of  the  dietriot  wem 
presnt,  mm  the  ntnlt  after  MMnenther 
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warm  diseustion  waa  that  the  goatletnan 
nbose  name  did  not  appear  upon  the  list 
was  elected  by  125  votes.  The  successful 
candidate  happened  to  be  the  brother  of 
the  leading  ooonty  magistrate,  while  the 
Governors  of  several  gaols  were  passed 
bj.  The  gentleman  eleeted  had  un- 
doubtedly served  with  distinction  in  the 
Crimea,  and  had  afterwards  held  the  post 
of  adjutant  in  a  militia  regiment,  and  evi- 
dently possessed  the  oonfidenee  and  good 
opinion  of  tite  neighbouring  magistrates, 
Ferfaapa,  after  a  Ktde  experienoe,  ne  might 
make  a  good  Governor  of  a  gaol,  but  the 
qnestion  was  not  one  so  much  of  positive 
capacity  as  whether  the  proper  mode  had 
been  taken  for  the  eneonrwement  of  those 
engaged  in  that  branch  of  the  pnblie  ser- 
Tiee.  The  disappointed  eandidates  fslt  in- 
dignant that  ther  had  been  trifled  with, 
and  had  been  made  the  laughing>stockB  of 
tho  oouDty,  besides  having  been  put  to 
considerable  expense  in  printing  their  testi- 
monials, &e.  He  was  aware  that  the 
magistrates  of  England  generally  acted  on 
a  different  principle  to  thnt  adopted  by  the 
mi^istrates  of  the  West  Riding  —  the 
general  practice  being  to  leave  the  nomi- 
nation- in  the  hands  of  a  committee,  and 
only  to  elect  a  candidate  recommend&d  by 
the  committee — but  he  should  neverthe- 
less propose  that  the  appointment  of  gaolers 
should  in  future  receive  the  approbation  of 
the  -  Home  Secretary,  as  the  appointment 
of  Chief  Constable  did.  He  did  not  make 
^is  proposition  at  the  auj^^tioo  of  the 
Home  Seeretarj*  who  rather  looked  npon 
him  aa  an  oflbiious  fi^end,  bnt  on  his  own 
responsibility,  as  he  tboi^t  the  Governor 
of  a  gaol  ought  to  be  in  a  more  independent 
position,  and  to  feel  that  he  was  an  officer 
of  the  public,  not  subject  to  the  sometimes 
oontradiotory  orders  of  tho  visiting  justices 
and  magistrates.  If  this  change  were  not 
aeceptable,  he  would  suggest  that  the 
magistrates  should  leave  these  appoint- 
ments to  be  made  by  a  committee  of 
justices  composed  of  one  from  each  petty 
sessions  division.  The  ma|^strates  ap- 
pointed clerks  of  petty  sesstons,  and  be 
would  suggest  that  Uiese  appointments 
should  be  given  only  to  attorneys  who  bad 
taken  a  certain  class  of  certificate  at  their 
examination.  Some  attorneys  passed  their 
examination  with  higher  marks  of  appro- 
bation than  others,  and  it  would  be  well 
to  have  regard  to  this  eirenmstance  in  the 
^pointment  of  clerks  of  petty  seawons. 
In  one  respect  be  was  for  extending  the 
patronage  of  the  magistrates.    He  would 
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give  them  the  nomination  of  the  clerk  of 
the  peace,  which  was  now  vested  in  the 
lords-lieutenant.  Under  all  them  oirnm- 
stanoes,  he  thought  it  would  be  very  de< 
sirable  to  hare  an  inquiry  into  the  whule 
subject  of  the  office,  appointment,  and 
jurisdiction  of  magistrates,  and  only  to 
elect  a  candidate  recommended  by  tho 
committee. 

CoLOKEL  3HTTH  conid  not  concur  with 
the  hon.  Uember  (Mr.  Neate)  in  respect  to 
what  he  had  said  about  the  election  of  the 
Governor  of  Wakefield  Gaol.  The  charge 
was  that  it  was  aomething  like  a  aham 
election,  but  it  was  nothing  of  the  kind. 
He  did  not  intend  to  go  into  the  qoestion 
whether  or  not  the  apptnotment  ahottld  be 
vested  in  the  mapatrates.  He  ahonld 
confine  himself  to  the  eircmnctaneea  of 
the  election  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House. 
About  tbia  time  last  ^ear  the  former 
Governor  felt  that  from  ilUfaealth  he  could 
no  longer  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  office. 
Advertisements  for  candidates  were  in- 
serted in  the  papers,  and  the  lisiting 
justices  were  required  to  examine  the 
testimonials  of  the  various  applicants. 
There  were  more  than  twenty  candidates, 
and  the  viuting  justices  redoeed  the  number 
to  eight  in  the  first  instance  and  snbse- 
quently  to  five.  The  general  body  of 
magistrates  were  not,  however,  bound  to 
confine  their  selection  to  some  one  out  of 
the  five  namea  recommended  by  the  visiting 
justices,  and  accordingly  thejr  aelected 
Captun  Armitage  by  a  laige  majority.  No 
doubt  some  anrorise  was  exprwaed  at  the 
course  taken  by  the  maciatrates.  The 
truth  waa  the  captun'a  fauer  had  been  a 
most  useful  and  respected  magistrate,  and 
his  family  was  well-known  in  the  Riding, 
He  himself  had  not  voted  for  Captain 
Armitage,  but  he  felt  bound  to  say  that 
the  gallant  captain  was  a  most  distin- 
guished officer,  that  he  bad  served  in  the 
Kaffir  war  (not  in  the  Crimea),  and  for 
some  time  had  acted  as  Governor  over 
some  small  district.  Sir  Harry  Smith  had 
spoken  of  him  in  the  highest  terms.  In 
addition  to  the  experience  which  he  had 
gained  abroad,  he  had  been  for  some  time 
staying  with  the  late  Governor  of  Wakefield 
Gaol  (llr.  Shepherd),  so  that  his  want  of 
official  experience  in  gaol  management  was, 
to  some  extent,  compensated  for  by  the 
knowledge  which  he  had  gained  while  on  a 
visit  to  the  late  Govemor.  Since  Captain 
Armitage  entered  on  his  new  office  thm 
was  but  one  opinion  as  to  tbfr-icmaikaUe 
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ability  with  whioh  ho  had  perfonned  his 
dntiet.  He  did  not  think  it  was  nooowaiy 
for  him  to  la;  odo  word  with  rogard  to  the 
eoodaet  of  the  ma^strates  in  making  the 
selection  thej  had  made.  Had  tliey  done 
wrong  in  that  respect,  the  Home  Sewetarj 
eould  hare  eorroeted  them.  [Sir  Obobge 
Grey:  Not]  He  fonnd  he  was  under  a  mis- 
apprehension in  that  respect ;  bat  results 
showed  that  the  selection  the  magistrates 
had  made  was  a  remarkably  good  one. 

Ua.  COLLINS  said,  the  bon.  and 
learned  Member  (Hr.  Neate)  seemed  to 
think  that  the  executiTe  GoTemment  only 
conld  make  proper  appointmeiits,  hot  he 
tfaoa^rt  that  matters  might  not  be  made 
modi  better  by  taking  from  tiie  magistrates 
the  patnmage  they  now  exareiMd  and 
traatferring  it  to  that  anthority.  If  it 
ware  giTOD  to  a  Lord  Ghamellor,  he  mi^t 
appwot  bis  own  son.  for  they  had  seen  by 
a  recent  example  what  ooald  be  done  in 
that  way.  If  it  wen  giTon  to  an  Arah- 
bishop»  even  he  might  appoint  one  of  his 
own  family.  He  had  not  Toted  for  Captain 
Armitage,  the  suceessfnl  eandidate ;  bat, 
baring  made  inquiries  on  the  subject,  he 
was  boaud  to  ssy  that  the  gallant  officer 
bad  given  great  satis&otion  at  Wakefield 
by  the  efficient  manner  in  whtoh  he  bad  . 
diBdiai|[ed  his  duty  nnee  bis  appwotment. 

ARMT— THE  ORDNANCE  SURTET. 
-  QUESnON. 

Sm  WILLIAM  JOLLIFFE  said,  he 
wished  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  ot  State 
for  War,  What  progress  is  making  in  the 
Ordnance  Survey  in  the  Southern  Counties 
of  Bngland,  and  at  what  period  he  believes 
it  probable  that  the  Pnblie  will  have  the 
benefit  of  obtMning  the  eorrected  and  en- 
larged Maps  of  any  of  those  Counties,  so 
much  required,  and  for  which  there  woold 
be  eertun  to  be  so  large  a  demand  ?  He 
eomplained  that  though  a  large  sum  had 
been  expended,  the  South  of  England  had 
not  yet  a  map  that  was  available  for  any 
purpose.  The  old  Ordnanoe  map  is  on 
a  small  scale,  and  incorrect,  and  is  useless 
for_  the  many  purposes  for  whioh  modern 
legidation  requires  maps  and  surreys. 
It  was  very  undesirable  that  they  idiould 

50  on  year  after  year  with  only  small 
istrioto  of  tha  eonntry  supplied  with  maps 
available  for  purposes,  whioh  the  Ord- 
nanoe Survey  was  intended,  and  ought 
to  meet.  He  alluded  to  inoloaoree  of 
waste  lands  and  other  anal(^;one  operations. 
The  last  Report  by  Sir  Henry  Janm  bad 
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not  yet  been  Itud  upon  the  table,  bnt  from 
the  prerioM  Reports  it  appeared  that  the 
sale  of  the  large  maps  hsd  inereased  in 
proportion  to  the  extent  of  country  of 
which  the  plans  had  been  published  on  the 
larger  scale.  Thus  the  Report  for  1861 
showed  that  the  sale  of  the  ono*inoh  maps 
for  Scotland  had  only  realised  £28,  while 
for  the  laiger  maps  £1,144  had  been  re- 
ceived. In  1862  the  sale  of  the  small 
maps  for  Scotland  had  produced  £35,  and 
of  the  larger  maps  £1,066.  In  1863  the 
ODe-iDch  maps  ror  Scotland  had  realized 
£74  and  the  large  maps  £2,644.  The 
sale  of  the  maps  for  Scotland  and  Ireland 
had  been  greater  than  lor  die  small  |nrt  of 
England  which  was  pnUisbed  on  the  laiger 
seato.  la  1863  Uiere  wwe  only  three  Bng^ 
lish  eonnties  surveyed  on  this  scale,  and 
it  was  only  when  tbe  important  parts  of  tbe 
country  were  dealt  with  that  the  Govern- 
ment oould  expect  to  derive  any  remunera- 
tion for  the  enormous  outlay  in  that  woik. 
No  time  ought  to  be  lost  in  their  publication, 
and  not  even  the  transcript  of  tbe  Dooms- 
day Book  ought  to  distrsct  tbe  Ordnance 
Department  m>m  this  importsnt  work. 

Thb  MABQDBSSof  HARTINGTON  said, 
that  the  Report  in  reference  to  the  Ord- 
nanoe  Surrey  would  he  in  the  bands  of 
Members  next  week,  and  would  giro 
detailed  Infonnation  of  the  progress  made 
in  the  surveys,  and  in  the  publieation  of 
tbe  Ordnance  Maps.  The  survey  in  the 
eonnties  south  of  Ifiddlesez  was  progress- 
ing, and  no  time  would  be  lost  in  publishing 
the  map.  It  was  quite  plain  that  the  map 
could  not  be  published  notil  it  was  made, 
but  the  two  operatimiB  went  en  umnltane- 
oosly,  and  as  soon  as  tbe  survey  of  a 
particular  district  was  brought  to  a  certain 
point  tbe  pnblioatioo  of  the  map  was  not 
delayed  for  a  moment.  He  oould  not, 
however,  state  bow  long  it  would  be 
before  the  whole  of  the  South  of  England 
would  be  surveyed.  If  the  sum  taken  in 
the  Estimates  were  increased  the  work 
would  be  of  eourse  accelerated.  The  wh<de 
of  the  money  taken  for  the  Ordnance 
Surrey  was  expended  on  it.  The  expense 
of  the  work  done  with  referenoe  to  the 
Doomsday  Book  was  not  paid  out  of  tbe 
money  giren  to  defray  the  expense  of  the 
surrey,  hut  was  paid  out  of  funds  prorided 
by  the  Treasury.  He  hoped  the  Report 
would  be  ready  in  a  few  day^  and  it  would 
show  more  aoeurately  than  he  eonld  what 
had  been  the  pn^resa  <tf  the  snrrsiy. 
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SUPPLY. 
SoppLT  emuidtnd  in  Oommittee. 
House  returned. 

Cominittee  report  Prqgrestj  toutagun 
00  Jftndiqr  Bozt. 

BRITISH  KAPPRARU  (it  w—iftlwQBILL. 
[bill  45.]  OQlOaiTBI. 

Order  for  Committee  reed. 

Ub.  ARTHUR  MILLS  wished  to  pat 
e  QuBition  to  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  had  eharge  of  the  Bill,  which,  through 
an  inadTertenoe,  be  had  no  opportanitv  of 
aslcing  him  on  the  leeond  reeding.  The 
Bill,  ae  he  andcrslood  it,  wai  not  intended 
to  be  eontingrat  on  the  aeUm  of  the  Cape 
Fariiament,  but  waa  meant  to  take  effoot 
whether  the  Cape  Fariiament  shoald  or 
ihonld  not  adopt  iu  prorinona.  The  right 
boo.  Oentlenu  waa  well  aware  that  a 
similar  measure  bad  onee  been  proposed 
to  the  Cape  Fariiament  and  rejeeted ;  and 
he  was  sJeo  well  aware  that  it  was  oppoeed 
hj  a  verj  large  proportion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  British  Kaffraria.  The  ri^^it  hon. 
Gentleman  had,  he  nndentood,  said  that 
the  main  object  of  proposing  the  anneia- 
tion  of  that  smsll  territory  of  8.000  or 
10.000  square  miles  to  the  Cape  Colony 
was  that  be  wished  to  pre  an  induoement 
to  the  colony  to  ttodertake  the  defence  of 
that  territory,  and  that  hereafter  we  should 
bare  a  ground  to  expect  that  the  eolonists 
of  the  C*'^  of  Good  Hope,  baring  repre- 
■entatife  institutions,  would  be  ready  to 
defend  that  frontier.  Now,  he  wished  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether,  if 
tibe  Imperial  Ooremment  took  npon  itself, 
in  spite  of  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  Cape 
coloniste  and  of  the  iohalntants  of  British 
Ka0raria,  to  vnite  these  two  districts 
against  their  witi,  he  thonght  be  would 
have  a  good  ground  for  appealing  to  the 
Cape  Fariiament  hereafter  to  protect  its 
frontier  in  the  erent  of  any  disturbance 
arising  f  About  1850  the  district  of  British 
Kaft-sria  was  made  a  separate  colony  by 
letters  patent,  which  were  again  issued  in 
1854  and  1860,  and  it  was  now  proposed 
to  annex  it  to  the  Cape  'for  the  saae  of 
political  conrenienee,  and  beeause,  being  a 
frontier  district,  and .  its  dcfonce  being 
thrown  on  the  Imperial  Goremment,  we 
might  hereafter  have  a  hit  groood  to  claim 
that  the  Cape  dioald  bear  a  share  of  the 
burden  of  iudeflmee.  Hitherto,  with  the 
•M^tin  of  idling  the  Gape  Uovntad 


Folioe,  tha  Oape  had  entirely  depended  on 
the  Imperial  GoTomment  tot  its  defence. 
We  knew,  Dnfortunately,  what  Kaffir  wars 
were,  and  a  fresh  ontbreak  might  occur. 
There  was  the  Chief  Eroli,  who  was  by 
no  means  always  quietly  disposed ;  and 
beyond  the  frontier  of  the  Cape  we  had  a 
district  under  aUndof  semi-Imperial  juris- 
diction. Shoald  we  unhappily  hare  any 
disturbanoe  on  that  frontier,  and  Ae  ri^ 
of  another  of  those  Kaffir  wars  which  gene- 
rally eost  ebout  a  million  or  two  sterling 
each,  would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  or 
his  Buceeasor  be  able  to  call  on  the  Cape 
Colony  and  s».  "  Protect  yourselves,  be- 
cause we  in  1805  In^sted  on  marning  yea 
to theeoIonyofBritish Kaffraria?''^  "No," 
they  might  answer;  "you  innsted  on 
forcing  nie  union  upon  ns,  and  we  dirow 
the  responsibility  on  yon."  Last  SesaioB 
a  petition  was  intrusted  to  hnnself  for  pre- 
sentation to  that  House  against  that  ui- 
nexation.  It  was  signed  1^  a  large  nam- 
ber  of  the  inhabitants  of  British  Kaffiraria 
— British  Colonists — snd  he  bdiered  ita 
prayer  represented  the  general  feeling  of 
that  colony.  It  was  stated  that  although 
this  measure,  which  was  ultra  «r»«,  so  far 
as  the  Colonial  Legislature  was  concerned, 
bad  been  thrown  out  by  the  Parliament  of 
the  Cape,  yet  it  had  again  been  submitted  to 
them  through  the  inltaence  of  the  GoTomor 
of  the  colony,  and  the  Resolution  had  been 
passed  by  the  Legislative  Council  by  7 
against  6.  But  it  appeared  that  that  had 
taken  place  after  tbe  Western  Uembers, 
who  represented  the  section  of  tbe  colony 
which  was  most  Ukely  to  object  to  the 
propossl,-had  gone  away.  It  was  of  course 
impossible  for  him  to  attempt  to  oppose 
with  any  hope  of  aBceesa  a  measure  of  this 
kind,  in  which  so  few  Members  took  an 
interest,  and  tbe  whole  responsibility  of 
which  most  rest  with  the  Government;  hot 
be  should  like  to  know  whether  the  an- 
nexation was  to  take  place  in  the  event  of 
the  Cape  Parliament  not  assenting.  If  so, 
he  eoutd  not  but  urge  on  tbe  Government 
the  importanee  of  not  pressing  sooh  a  mea- 
sure forward  —  opposed  aa  it  was  to  the 
wishes  of  the  coloniste — without  the  most 
serious  consideration. 

Mr.  CHICHESTER  FORTBSCUB 
bad  felt,  when  he  saw  the  hon.  Member's 
notiee  of  Motion  on  the  paper,  that  it  had 
been  given  under  some  misapprehension, 
rince  Aa  intention  of  the  Bill  «as  to  carry 
ovt  in  the  South  Afriean  colonies  those 
views  of  which  the  ben.  Gentleman  him- 
self had  always  been  an  advocate.  Here 
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wnn  a  little  territoTy — a  mere  ettelave  in 
the  eitensire  region  of  the  Cape  Colonj — 
which  had  been  created  bv  the  action  of 
the  Imperial  GoTemment  for  the  ezpreu 
parpoM  of  protecting  the  frontier  of  the 
Cape  Colony*  by  interposing  between  it 
and  ita  oonstant  eneoiiei,  the  Ka£BrB,  a 
tract  of  coantry  which  waa  to  be  ocenpied 
by  the  Imperial  troops,  and  was  to  be 
under  the  control  of  the  Imperial  GoTem- 
ment,  with  a  view  of  oiriliaing  the  Kaffir 
tribeii  and  eonrerting  them  into  peaceful 
naghboma.    Annual  grants  of  mooeyt  at 
one  time  amoontiog  to  jS40,000,  had  been 
made  for  the  porpose  of  this  ttnritOTy, 
irhUth  had  been  graoDally  diminished,  and 
at  laat  w«ro  stopped  altogether.  Great 
im^oraaenta  had  been  t)ttu  effiMted  on 
the  frontier.   The  Kaffir  tribeo  had  been 
bronght  bto  a  for  more  orderly  and  peace- 
able oooditioo,  and  for  some  years  we  had 
bad  no  renewal  of  a  Kaffir  war.  Bnt  when 
the  grant  was  withdrawn  it  was  fonod  that 
the  resources  of  the  settlement  were  too 
small  to  maintain  it  in  the  position  of  an 
independent  colony.  Beyond  the  Kei  there 
was  a  farther  tract  of  territory  from  which 
the  chief  Kreli  had  been  driven  by  Sir 
George  Grej.  which  it  had  at  one  time 
been  expected  might  have  been  annozed  to 
British  Kaffraria.    Probably,  if  that  addi- 
tion had  taken  place,  the  two  districts 
woold  hare  fBrnisbed  soeh  a  revenue  as 
would  hare  maintained  them  as  an  inde- 
pendent colony.    It  had,  howeTw,  been 
decided  that  i  t  wonid  be  better  to  be  oontent 
with  the  frontier  of  the  Eei,  and  not  to 
drite  the  onee  formidable  Kreli  into  a 
hostile  attitnde,  bnt  to  allow  him  to  occupj 
a  portion  of  the  eoontry  beyond  Uie  river. 
The  next  thing  was  to  decide  what  should 
be  done  with  the  settlement  of  British  Kaf- 
fraria. It  bad  only  one  port.  East  London, 
which  could  not  compete  with  the  ports  of 
the  Cape  Colony.  Consequently,  the  duties 
paid  on  a  great  portion  of  the  goods  con- 
sumed there  were  paid  in  the  Cape  Colony. 
Without  coming  to  Parliament  for  a  grant 
it  was  impossible  to  erect  it  into  an  mde-  i 
pendent  colony,  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
had  made  up  bis  mind  that  the  only  course  , 
to  take  was  to  ask  the  authority  of  PaHia-  j 
ment  to  annex  it  to  that  great  colony  of  j 
which  it  naturally  formed  part»  the  Cape 
Colony.    No  doubt  that  would  be  an ' 
exercise  of  Imperial  authority ;  but  no-  j 
body  denied  that  Parliament  had  a  right ! 
to  exereise  that  aotbority,  and  it  waa 
believed  that  it.  would  be  both  tot  tbe 
advantage  of  this  country  and  the  colony- ' 
ifr.  CkiehMt»r  Fort*$ciu 


It  was  perfectly  bve  that  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  Cape  Colony  bad  re- 
fused tbe  offer  of  annexation  which  had 
been  made,  and  Its  motives  were  not  ditBenlt 
to  understand.  It  was  very  aoceptable  to 
the  colonists  that  there  should  be  a  terri- 
tory between  them  and  tbe  Kaffir  tribea 
entirely  under  tiie  responsibility  of  the 
Crown,  for  which  no  demand  could  be 
made  on  them.  The  Governor  had  in- 
formed Her  Majesty's  Government  that 
many  people  in  the  colony  were  under  the 
impression  that  tbe  retention  of  this  unall 
territory  by  the  Crown  would  adjourn  the 
evil  day  when  they  would  be  called  on  for 
further  contribations  towwds  their  own 
dtfenee.  It  waa  needleaa  to  aay  that 
such  an  immaiion  waa  entirri^  erroneous. 
British  Kaffimria  poaaesaed  no  I^al  expo- 
nent of  its  own  views,  for  the  Govmbot 
was  both  Szeoutive  and  Legislature ;  but 
it  was  true  that  petitions  had  been  reenved 
from  certain  persons  residing  at  the  capital* 
King  William's  Town,  deprecating  annexa- 
tion. Their  motives,  too,  were  not  diffi- 
cult  to  be  understood.  There  was  a  good 
deal  of  advantage  derived  from  the  expen- 
diture in  the  territory  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  of  establishments  beyond  its 
own  means,  and  there  were  future  pros- 
pects connected  vrith  a  demand  which 
had  been  made  for  a  Legislative  A»- 
sembly,  which  might  aocoont  for  tfaur 
views.  On  the  other  hand,  petitions  had 
been  reeeived  frvm  a  anmber  of  persona  in 
tbe  eoutttry  diatrieta  proteating  against  the 
rqwnentations  of  what  they  called  a  clique 
in  Ein^  William's  Town,  and  expressmg 
their  wishes  to  form  a  pn^on  of  tfie  Cane 
Colony.  Under  these  eirenmstancaa,  we 
hon.  Geotieman  could  hardly  deny  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  had  exercised  a  wise 
discretion  in  proposing  to  annex  this  terri- 
tory to  the  Cape  Colony,  rather  than  come 
down  to  the  House  and  ask  for  a  Vote  of 
money  to  continue  it  as  an  independent 
colony.  The  Governor  bad  iDformed  them 
that  when  the  change  had  been  aooom- 
plished  by  Imperial  Act  it  would  meet  with 
very  general  assent.  This  Bill,  it  was  true, 
was  imperative  ;  but  it  was  to  be  hoped 
that  the  Colonial  Legislature,  when  they 
were  informed  of-  the  definitive  deduon  a 
Parliament,  wonld  make  all  necessary 
provision  for  the  annexation.  If  they  still 
refused,  the  Bill  gave  the  Governor  full 
powera  to  offset  the  amdgamation.  Gnat 
care  had  been  taken  that  no  dtsadvaatago 
shoald  arise  to  any  parties  from  the  ehange, 
and  uder  these  oireuutanm  bel) 
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the  hon.  QcDtleman  would  withdnv  hU 
oppoMtion  to  the  Bill. 

MB.  HARSH  thought  thit  was  the 
Mreit  Bill  he  bad  ever  known  proposed 
npon  thit  fubjeet.  beoause  in  former  at- 
tempts to  deal  with  it  the  reapeotiTe  eolo- 
niet  were  left  to  settle  the  limits  by  theu- 
selres.  He  hoped  that  the  matter  would 
be  settled  amicably  at  the  Cape,  and  be 
certainly  beliered  that  one  result  of  the 
arrangement  would  be  a  aafing  <rf  expense 
to  this  ooontry. 

Ub.  ADDERLBT  was  of  opinion  that 
the  omKwition  to  the  Bill  proceeded  rather 
open  uie  groond  thet  such  a  measure  ought 
not  to  pass  without  obaerration  and  expla- 
nation than  upon  objections  to  the  Bill 
itself.  For  his  own  part,  he  did  not  think 
the  Oorenunent  bad  any  altemattTO  but  to 
propose  some  soch  Bill  as  tiiis.  No  one 
oould  dispute  the  pewer  of  Ihe  Imperial 
Parliament  to  deal  wiA  this  sul^ject.  It 
was  m  the  power  trf  the  Sorermgn  eren  to 
ahandoD  to  add  territory,  held,  as  this,  as 
a  Grown  e<^y,  and  it  was  within  the 
poww  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  to  bring 
it  within  the  bonndariea  of  the  Cape.  The 
Queen  would  only  bare  to  cancel  the 
Letters  Patent  of  1860,  which  oonsti- 
toted  Eaffraria  into  an  independent  Crown 
eolony,  and  then  the  question  would,  no 
doubt,  present  itself  very  differently  to  the 
minds  of  those  who  now  opposed  its  annexa- 
tion. Then  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  mea- 
sure itself.  No  doubt  it  appeared  a  riolent 
proceeding  to  annex  Eaffraria  agaiaat  the 
wishes  ot  the  inhabitants  of  the  eolony, 
and  against  the  desire  of  the  representatives 
of  the  Cape.  It  was  possible  that  the 
Ooronor  enred  in  makior  the  anrangement 
at  aU  appear  to  them  te  be  dependent  upon 
thdr  enuwot.  The  inhalntants  of  Kaffnuia 
objected  because  thej  did  not  mnt  to  he 
put  to  the  expense  w  drfanding  th^r  own 
territory,  and  preferred  being  wholly  un- 
dertaken for  by  British  taxpayers  to  being 
taxed  themselTOs  ;  and  the  Cape  represen- 
tatires  objected  because  as  long  as  Eaffraria 
was  maintained  by  England  there  was  a 
barrier  agunst  all  inrasion  of  their  country 
kept  up  ^r  them  at  our  expense— in  fact, 
we  should  be  obliged  to  defend  their  fron- 
tier. The  Cape  desired  to  hare  all  the 
pleasures  of  self-goremmeot  witbont  the 
expense.  Those  were  good  reasons  there, 
but  they  were  equally  strong  the  other 
way  with  the  Imperial  QoTcmment.  The 
bon.  Member  for  Taunton  seemed  to  fear 
the  ruk  of  our  involTing  onrselTes  in  future 
Kaffir  wan  by  ipring  the  Cape  the  plea 


that  we  bad  caused  them  by  this  nnbTtted 
arrangement ;  but  it  was  diffieolt  to  per- 
ceire  tile  danger  when  the  relations  of  the 
Imperial  Goremment  to  the  Cape,  includ- 
ing  Ea£haria,  would  be  only  the  same  as 
they  were  now  towards  the  Cape  itself. 
There  would  be  danger  in  allowing  the 
present  state  of  things  to  remain.  Either 
ve  most  annex  the  colony  in  question  to 
the  Cape  now,  or  we  most  say  that  we 
never  would  do  so.  Things  were  in  a  state 
which  would  not  bear  deUy  or  indecision. 
It  would  be  a  mere  delusion  for  the  British 
Parliament  to  ondertake  to  defend  for  ever 
so  extended  a  frontier,  which  the  Crown  had 
only  undertaken  under  the  existence  of 
temporary  difficulties,  and,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  be  felt  hound  to  snppdrt 
the  proposittoD  of  the  GoTemment. 

IIB.  ARTHUR  MILLS  explained,  that 
he  nerer  intended  to  question  the  richt  (tf 
the  Imperial  Parliament  to  deal  win  thia 
subject.   

Hb.  CAKDWELL,  with  referenee  to 
one  question  raised  by  the  hon.  Uenber 
(Ur.  Arthur  Hills),  reminded  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  that  we  could  never  be  in  a 
worse  position  to  call  upon  the  Cape  Go- 
vernment to  defend  their  own  frontier  than 
we  were  at  present,  and  he  beliered,  when 
the  measure  was  adopted,  the  Imperial 
Parliament  would  be  in  a  better  pontion 
to  deal  with  the  whole  aabjeot 

House  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  2  (Interpretation.) 

Ur.  ADDERLBT  asked  for  some  defi- 
nition of  "  British  Eaffraria." 

Mb.  GARDWELL  said,  that  tlie  Trans- 
kei  territory  bad  never  been  annexed  to 
Eaffraria. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  9  to  13  agreed  <o. 

Clause  14  (Continuance  of  Laws  of  Bri- 
tish Eaffraria  after  Incorporation.) 

Mr.  CARDWELL,  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Abthdb  Hnxs  said,  ihat  the  laws  at  pre- 
sent existio^  in  British  Eaffraria  would 
stin  remain  m  force,  hut  that  tiiey  might 
he  altered  by  the  local  Parliament — of 
course,  with  the  sanotion  of  the  Crown. 

Mb.  GHICHESTER  FOBTESCUB 
said,  that  according  to  the  statement  of 
the  Governor,  the  laws  of  British  Eaffraria 
were  identical  with  those  at  the  Gape. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  15  agreed  to,  with  a  verbal 

Amendment.  _  . 
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CImho  16  agr«»d  1o. 
Claau  17  (CirU  List  for  British  Kaff- 
nuia.) 

Mo.  ARTHUR  MILLS  wished  to  knoir 
bow  the  tmoaat  which  was  to  be  paid  to 
i^oialB  for  \oa  of  office  had  been  deter- 
mined. 

Mb.  CARDWELL  said,  that  as  the 
mm  required  had  not  been  stated  by  the 
Ooremor,  he  had  been  oUIged  to  fix  it 
bimaelf. 

Chuue  agreed  to. 

Bemwning  Claiuea  agreed  to, 

Howe  renmieJ. 

Bin  nperted ;  as  amended,  to  be  eon- 
^ered  on  Monday  next. 

Home  atoned     a  qturter  before 
Tni  o*ol«ek  till  UoDdw  oext. 


HOUSB  OF  LORDS, 

Meniag,  Mtrek  %  186fi. 

MZNDTES.]— PoBUO  Biu— SUwf  Cmm^ 
—On  Oonat^  Coorts  E^oltaUe  Jnrladtstkiii 

MMfiMMdL 

MILITART  HOSPITALB  AT  NETLBT  AND 
W00LW10B.^B8EBTATIONS. 

Thb  Eabl  of  DALHOUSIE  rase  to 
call  the  Atteatioa  of  Xke  House  to  the  Condi- 
tion of  the  Military  Hosmlala  at  Netley 
and  Woolwich  ;  and  to  ask  the  Seeretaiy 

of  State  for  War, 

1.  Whethertbe  Vote  of  £6,000  is  sU  that  it 
intended  to  be  applied  to  the  Enetioo  of  a  Land- 
faw  Plaoe  at  Netlm. 

S.  Whether  the  Hoipital  at  WoolwU  la  ta- 
tended  fira  GmMMl  MUUsCT  HsMkal  «r  oalj  for 
the  Use  of  the  Gsniioo  at  WooliABh. 

He  offered  no  apology,  daring  the  present 
dearth  of  hnsioess  in  their  Loidships' 
Hoose,  in  calling  tfaeir  Lordships'  atten- 
tion to  a  most  important  snbjeot,  and  he 
eould  assare  his  noble  Friend  the  Seere- 
of  State  for  War,  that  the  obserrations  be 
shonld  offer  would  be  made  in  no  hostile 
spirit,  either  in  referenee  to  the  noble  Lord 
himsdf,  or  his  administraUon  of  the  De- 
partment, with  which,  on  the  contrary,  he 
had  erery  reason  to  be  satisfied.  The 
Buhjeet  to  which  he  wished  to  call  attention 
lefuTed  to  our  military  hos^tals,  espeeially 
Ut  two  large  hospitals,  ooe  of  whlefa  was 
!■  fall  operation,  and  Ae  other  in  eouse 
ofereetioD.   In  order  to  midw  the  nb- 


jeet  perfeedy  iBtelKirifale  be  most  go  baek 
to  the  time  of  the  CriiHan  war.  Than 
was  BO  doubt  that  war  waa,  witii  aN  its 
horrore  and  all  its  bardshipa,  the  oceaaieo 
at  introdaeinff  into  the  admiuistratioo  <rf 
the  army  of  Great  Britab  many  most  sa- 
tisfaotwy  ehanges.  It  waa  to  that  epoch 
we  most  go  baek  for  all  the  improreaMoto 
whieh  had  taken  plaoe  in  military  hos- 
pitals and  for  most  of  those  that  had  been 
introduced  into  militaiy  barraoks.  The 
question  of  hospitals  was  that  to  wUeh  he 
wished  to  sail  the  attonlion  of  th«r  Lard- 
ships'  on  the  present  oeeasioo.  It  was  at 
the  time  of  the  Crimean  war  that  the  do- 
feeta  in  oar  boapitala  were  first  dieeorered 
by  the  pobKe  ;  eUhongb  it  had  been  weU 
known  long  preronsly  to  the  militaiy 
authorities  that  those  hospitals  were  in  a 
most  ineffsetrre,  abnost  diacraditable,  son- 
dition.  So  far  as  he  might  be  perMmally 
oraewned,  he  had  mo  objoetioB  to  take 
upon  himadf  Uame  fiir  the  eondiftm  in 
whieh  they  were.  The  fset  wm,  that 
pnblio  opinion  bad  net  snffieiontly  reeog- 
niaed  the  importanee  of  the  prineiples 
wluoh  were  making  tfaeir  way  in  eiril  hoa- 
pitsls,  and  the  GoTemment  despaired  of 
obtoiwng  from  the  Hotme  of  Commons  the 
money  whieh  was  required  to  plaee  the 
militarybospitabuponaproporfooting.  The 
erento  of  the  Crimean  war  dispesad  tlie 
paUie  to  be  far  more  liben^  in  this  respeet, 
and  in  the  year  1856  he  first  planned  and 
proposed  to  Parliament  to  saoetim  the 
ereotion  of  a  great  hospital  at  Ketley. 
The  oirenmstanooa  nnder  whieh  Uiat  hea- 

E'ltal  wan  eomm«ieed  be  abould  take  the 
berly  aborUy  to  detail.  Aatieipating 
that  dien  wndd  be  great  diffwenue  u 
opinioo  with  r^erenee  to  the  she  of  a 
groat  hospital  like  this,  intended  far  tlie 
aseommodation  of  a  thooaaad  patirats, 
and  also  with  reftrenoe  to  the  plana  aeeord- 
ing  to  which  it  shonld  be  buil^  he  took  his 
steps  Boeerdin^y.  In  the  first  instance 
wpointed  a  Committee,  eonnsting  partly 
<K  military  and  naval  men,  and  partly  oiF 
eivilians,  who  should  examine  the  wbele 
eountry  and  say  where  it  waa  most  ex- 
pedient to  ereet  sn^  an  hospital — beariag 
m  mind  that  it  was  intended  lor  the  recep- 
tion of  invalida  fnm  abroad,  and  that 
therefore  it  was  neeeseary  that  it  AonU 
be  in  some  situation  whim  was  aeeeesifale 
from  the  lea.  After  mnoh  ooasideratiea 
that  CoMiitlee  fixed  upon  a  oito  on  tba 
banks  of  the  Soutbampten  Water,  noar 
Netley  Abbey,  as  the  moat  healthy,  most 
eoBTeaieBt^  and  moM  iutoUn  kMli^ 
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under  ftll  eonBiderationt,  for  the  erection 
of  ■  greftt  military  ho6|Htol.  He  next  had 
to  determine  open  the  plui  to  be  admted, 
ud  agiin  he  appoiniad  a  Oommiiteef 
whom  be  direoted  to  inspeet  all  the  great 
bes^tala  both  of  the  Continent  of  Bnrope 
and  of  Cfreat  Britain,  in  order  to  aaeertain 
the  plan  which  wonld  be  best  adapted  to 
■erre  the  purpotea  whieh  he  had  in  view, 
Thii  wae  aiao  aooomplithed,  and  weording 
to  that  plan  the  hospital  of  Netley  was 
erected.  One  of  the  great  objeots  for 
which  Netley  Hospital  was  intended  was 
to  supersede  Fort  Pitt  in  the  reception  of 
military  inTalids  fwm  abroad,  and  as  the 
place  at  which  they  should  await  their  dis- 
chai^es  or  ^o  into  hoa^tal.  A  more  un- 
fortunate place  for  the  reeeptionof  invalids 
than  Fort  Pitt  never  existed.  Whenever 
any  lai^  body  of  ioralida  landed  from  the 
Bast,  tM  i^aee  beeame  a  aeeoe  of  the  utmost 
demoraliiatioO)  and  naoy  %  non-^emmia- 
noned  officer  had  to  rwret,  that  wbjQe 
waitfaig  there  for  hia  disenarge  he  loat  hia 
atripea  and  the  pension  attaofaed  to  tfaem» 
and  many  a  man  who  arrived  there  with 
good  serviee  marks  upon  hia  arm  lost  them 
and  was  disohai^ed  without  the  benefit  to 
whieh  these  marks  entitled  them.  To 
avoid  this  was  one  of  the  objects  contem- 
plated by  the  erection  of  Netley  Hospital. 
Another  object  was  to  establish  there  an 
army  medical  school,  and  a  third  to  create 
a  general  hoajntal  for  invalids  who  on  land- 
ing from  abroad  might  he  suffering  eiUier 
from  wounds  or  firom  diseases  incidental 
to  the  climates  of  the  oonntries  in  whieh 
they  had  been  serring.  He  had  great 
aatiifaetion  in  knowing  that  the  huiM- 
ing  had  now  been  oompleted,  that  a 
regular  medieal  aehool  bad  been  estab- 
fianed,  and  that  great  inecesa  bad  attended 
the  moaaurea  adopted  for  the  disdiarge  of 
invalid  soldiera — a  Buoeeas  which  had  been 
increased  by  the  plan  which  had  been 
introdnced  by  his  noble  Friend  for  the  dis- 
charge of  home  invalids  at  the  head- 
quarters of  their  own  regiments.  But  all 
this  bad  not  been  effected  without  the 
greatest  possible  diffionlty.  Those  who 
disapprored  the  plans  open  which  the  hos- 
pital was  built  did  all  they  coold  to  interfere 
with  its  auceess,  and  be  believed  that  so 
far  were — he  wonld  not  say  the  conspi- 
mries  against  this  hospital,  but  the  endea- 
Toura  to  overthrow  it  carried,  that  be  was 
net  without  reason  for  saying  that  the 
building  was  offered  to  the  Commander- 
ftt-Obi«  aa  a  b«Twk,  and  afkerwarda  to 
the  Admn«ltf  to  be  applied  to  any  pnrpose 
they  pleaHd.  la        ereEjUuDg  wm 


done  tbat  oould  be  done  to  get  rid  of  that 
wfatefa  bad  turned  oat  to  be  one  of  tk« 
fineat  eitahliahmenta  the  nation  eonld  have 
bad  for  the  purpoie  intended,  and  one 
whiob  would  bear  eomptriaon  with  any 
similar  inttitntion  in  any  part  of  the  wcnld. 
He  visited  the  hospital  at  Netley  the  other 
day,  and  be  was  gratified  to  find  that  the 
testimony  of  the  medical  officers  bore  him 
out  in  the  assertion  that  the  site  was  not 
an  unhealthy  one,  aa  some  persons  had 
reported.  A  medical  school  had  been 
establiahed,  whiob  showed  that  that  part 
of  the  arrangements  bad  been  carried  out 
with  the  greatest  possible  success,  and  the 
arrangements  made  for  the  invaliding  of 
soldiers  who  came  from  India  and  mm 
onr  Colonies  were  so  complete  that  he  was 
informed  that  within  three  weeks  after 
their  arrival,  sueh  of  them  aa  did  not 
reqaire  hoapital  treatment  were  disehai^ed 
and  forwaraed  to  their  placea  of  xeudeneft 
without  bring  exposed  to  or  foiling  into 
the  temptation  of  spending  a  sbilHng  the 
money  witli  which  they  mi^bt  arrive  in 
this  eonntry.  Under  these  cironmstanees, 
he  maintained  that  the  soeeeas  of  Netley 
hospital  had  been,  notwithstanding  the 
reports  to  the  contrary,  so  great  as  to 
reflect  upon  those  who  in  the  first  instance 
attempted  to  prevent  its  ereetron,  and  who 
bad  done  their  best  to  run  it  down  as  an 
establishment  on  whieh  the  public  money 
ought  not  to  have  been  expended.  The 
only  lault  which  he  had  to  find  was,  that 
the  quarters  for  the  medical  officers  had 
been  curtailed  of  certain  appliances,  the 
plans  for  which  were  approved  while  he 
was  in  office,  and  all  for  a  paltry  saying 
of  £4.000  or  £5,000,  which  was  struck 
off  tbe  Eatimates  by  the  late  Lord  Herbert 
when  be  was  Secretary  of  State.  In  all 
respeeta  but  tiie  one  to  whieh  he  was 
about  to  allude  the  hospital  waa  complete, 
as  he  bad  intended  it.  What  was  still 
wanted  was  a  proper  landing-place  or  pier. 
He  did  not  complain  of  there  being  no 
such  thing  at  present :  but  what  he  did 
complain  of  waa  that,  as  far  as  he  coold 
read  the  Army  Estimates,  what  waa  about 
to  be  placed  there,  though  admirable,  no 
doubt,  to  tbe  extent  to  which  it  went, 
would  be  quite  insufficient  to  meet  the 
necessities  of  the  hospital.  What  was  re- 
quired was  a  pier  to  the  deep  water,  so 
that  the  invalids  might  be  transferred^  at 
once  from  the  transports  to  the  hospital 
by  means  of  rmlway  trucks.  At  present, 
there  were  only  two  places,  and  cert^n 
nerioda  of  the  tide  when  even  Jipats  conld 
ippmeh  (be  faurthVilOMtiby^Ctf^te 
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inntids  had  to  be  carried  from  the  hoata 
to  the  hoemtal.  His  noUe  Friend  contem- 
plated hnuding  a  pier  at  an  ezpenie  of 
£6,000.  This  might  leroedy  the  iiieon- 
mience  to  some  extent,  bat  it  wonld  not 
remedy  it  to  the  fell  extent.  He  had  been 
informed  by  naral  men  that  the  eharacter 
of  the  shore  was  such  that  nothing  wonld 
be  more  easy  than  to  ran  out  a  light  pier 
serrieeable  for  all  the  purposes,  so  that 
Urge  ships  might  lie  almigttde.  So  much 
for  Netley. 

He  now  came  to  the  hospital  which  he 
had  also  been  down  to  look  at — a  rery 
large  bmldiog  going  on  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Woolwich,  whiefa  had  cost,  or 
wonld  cost,  the  pnblie  £200,000.  The 
bnilding  was  one  for  which  bis  boo.  Friend 
at  the  head  of  the  War  Department  was  in 
no  way  responsible  in  his  official  capacity, 
for  it  was  left  him  as  a  legacy  on  his 
aeeesnon  to  o£Boe.  With  refermiee  to  the 
hospital  I»  went  down  pr^Huvd  to  see 
■omethii^  atngnlarif  nniqne  in  its  eon- 
itmetioo.  It  waa  bnilt  on  the  principle 
of  ihose  bygnsts  who,  be  thonglit,  had 
carried  th«r  oinninu  in  this  matter  too 
far.  He  found  it  a  moat  gorgeous  hospital 
with  a  handsome  design.  He  found  it 
bnilt  in  blocks  of  wards  so  composed  of 
glass  that  it  wonld  be  absolute  cruelty  to 
put  an  iDTalid  into  sucb  wards.  He  would 
ask  any  ooe  of  thwr  Lordships  if,  wheu 
■tmok  down  in  illness,  the  first  object  was 
not  to  reliere  the  brain  and  eye  from  the 
oppression  of  too  much  light ;  whereas  in 
these  wards  the  plan  seemed  to  be  throw 
as  much  glare  into  them  as  possible.  The 
whole  system  was  one  which  he  eoald  only 
call  the  *'  glass  and  glare  "  system.  If  it 
were  intended  for  a  flower  show,  nothing 
eould  be  more  admirable,  or  if  it  were  in- 
tended for  a  museum  nothing  could  be  more 
deli{^tfnl ;  bat  if  it  was  intended  for  sick 
patients  it  was  absdate  eraelty  to  pnt  tiiem 
there.  The  site,  too,  waa  an  anfortanate 
one.  It  was  built  on  the  ude  of  the  hill, 
the  fonndstion  rested  dmost  entirely  on 
the  clay,  and  the  result  was  that  uoae 
fonndations  bad  perished  to  a  oerlain  ex- 
tent. He  did  not  pretend  to  have  any 
knowledge  of  engineering  or  of  building 
himself,  bnt  when  he  inspected  the  build- 
ing he  did  so  under  circumstances  siegti- 
larly  faronrabte  to  it,  for  he  went  round 
the  building  with  the  contractor,  his  friend 
Ur.  Uyers,  and  although  that  gentleman 
naturally  desired  to  gloss  ofcr  these  failures 
he  (the  Earl  of  Dalhousle)  saw  enough  in 
■ome  formidable  supports  and  bwttrosiei 


still  nnremored  to  assore  him  that  tho 
rents  in  them  were  almost  as  likely  to  bo 
as  fatal  to  the  hospital  as  was  **  the  rant 
the  mrioos  Gasea  made  *'  in  ifae  robe  of 
Cmar.  The  hostel  eonld  only  be  in- 
tended f«r  one  ttf  tiro  tbinge  —  mther  for 
a  general  ho^ital  or  a  garrison  regimental 
hospital.  The  site  and  £he  locality  in  whbh 
it  was  placed  were  inappropriate  for  a 
general  hospital,  and,  moreover,  there  was 
neither  attached  to  it,  nor  did  there  seem 
any  proposition  to  attach  to  it,  any  quarters 
for  the  medical  officers.  In  the  next  place, 
if  it  was  a  general  hosjutal,  tbey  would 
allow  him  to  point  to  the  inappropriate- 
ness  of  its  position.  If  meant  for  invalids 
in  the  army  coming  from  abroad,  these  in- 
ralids  were  brought  in  large  transports 
which  oould  come  op  no  further  than 
GraTcsend  ;  there  the  mralids  wonld  have 
to  be  transferred  into  small  steamers,  and 
the  best  point  at  which  these  steamera 
could  disebaige  the  invalids  was  at  the 
landing  pUoe  at  the  Arsenal,  which  was 
two  mues  from  the  hospital  on  Woolwich 
Commmi.  If  it  was  not  to  be  a  graenl 
bos[^tal  and  was  to  be  a  r^mental  hospital 
for  the  garrison  at  Woolwich,  be  thought 
the  expenditure  of  £200,000  most  nnne- 
cessary — it  was  paying  too  dear  for  the 
whistle.  In  the  first  place,  the  garrison 
at  Wo<^wicb  rarely  exceeded  4,500  men  ; 
in  the  second  place,  they  possessed  already 
an  exceedingly  favourable  specimen  of  the 
old  style  of  hospital.  So  good  was  it  that 
when  be  went  round  it  the  other  day  he 
found  that  it  was  capable  of  b^ng  adapted 
to  all  the  new  requirements.  The  new 
hospital  on  Woolwich  Common  waa  intended 
to  make  up  650  beds;  the  present  acoom- 
modation  was  330,  ud  there  had  never 
been  ao  many  as  250  of  tho  beds  in  use  at 
one  time.  Then,  in  any  ease,  why  reowve 
a  regimental  bospitiJ,  eonvemeat  for  all 
its  porpoeest  from  its  ridnity  to  the  troopo 
and  its  vieimty  to  the  medical  offiomf 
But,  whether  it  was  to  be  a  general  or  a 
regimental  hospital,  be  was  prepsred  to 
show  that  it  was  not  fit  for  the  first  and 
that  it  was  beyond  the  necessities  of  the 
second— even  if  it  were  required  at  all.  He 
bad  gone  further  ;  be  had  risited  the  regi- 
mental hospital  at  Hoonslow.  That  was 
also  on  the  principle  that  be  would  again 
take  the  liberty  of  calling  the  "  glass  and 
glare  **  principle.  He  found  there  a  very 
pretty  little  hospital,  but  much  larger  than 
the  necessities  of  the  case  demanded.  Hn 
found  the  hospital  attached  to  the  barraeka 
that  accommodated  fivo-and'a-half  tnoM 
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irf  MTftliT,  whiflfa  hMiHtal  haU  ^itj  or 
uztj-fira  Mcb.  He  fonnfl  one  wmgof  the 
hospital  shnt  up  end  looked  up,  it  oever 
heYing  been  need  ;  end  he  was  gratified  to 
find  that  the  four  Rmail  oomfortable  wards, 
in  whioh  the  worst  cases  in  the  hospital 
were  aeeommodated  were  as  airy  aud  qoiet 
rooma  as  eould  be  desired  in  a  private 
house ;  and  be  taw  that  which  was  eon- 
demnatory  of  the  glass  hospitals,  for  the 
lower  panes  of  glass  had  been  painted  a 
moat  beautiful  dark  green,  in  order  to  ex- 
clude that  light  whioh  those  who  designed 
the  new  hospitals  seemed  to  think  the  first 
neeessity  of  a  siek  room.  He  was  about 
to  giro  eredit  for  them  to  the  commanding 
officer,  who  however,  assured  him  that  it 
had  not  been  done  by  his  orders,  hot  that 
it  was  done  bj  order  of  the  medical 
«fficm  of  Uw  first  r^ment  to  whom 
the  hospital  was  handM  over.  He 
went  a  little  further*  and  found  this 
hospital  WM  fitted  up  in  the  moat  utraor- 
dioarily  expensive  nuiner.  Now,  where 
money  was  no  objeet  at  all,  to  have  those 
expensive  fittings  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  knew  how  to  manage  them  was  all 
well  enough;  but  the  first  fittings  which 
struek  him  were  the  gasftttiogs,  whioh 
were  moat  expensive,  with  large  globes; 
and  not  only  were  they  expensive  but  most 
intricate.  He  found  that  an  orderly  who 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  to  those 

f lobes  bad  broken  some  of  them,  and  that 
own  had  come  the  clerk  of  the  regiment 
with  a  bill  of  five  guineas  for  *'  barrack 
damages.**  He  carried  his  examinatiou  a 
little  further,  and  found  that  a  sink  intend- 
ed for  the  refuse  water  of  the  hospital  was 
fitted  with  a  poreelain  pan,  and  that  an 
attendant  having  let  a  VMsel  &U  upon  this 
pan  it  was  smashed,  when  down  eame  tbat 
regimental  elerk  with  a  bill  of  six  guineas 
for  **bamek  damages."  Now,  a  sheet- 
iron  pan,  painted  white,  would  have  done 
equally  well  as  this  one  of  porcelain,  and 
to  replace  it,  if  it  had  been  injored,  would 
have  cost  only  a  small  sum.  If  there  was 
one  thing  which  more  than  any  other  was 
likely  to  cause  dissensions  between  the  men 
and  the  officers  of  the  army,  it  was  this 
subject  of  "bsrrack  damages."  There 
was  not  a  soldier  who  beard  him — and  be 
spoke  from  personal  ezperienoe— who  did 
not  know  how  fertile  a  source  of  disoontent 
tliese  "barrack  damages"  were.  During 
the  nine  years  that  he  was  conneeted  with 
the  administration  of  the  army,  knowing 
the  eomj^aints  that  bad  been  made  of  this 
sjitem*  be  tonud  orer  and  vm  iit  hit 


mind  tlie  qnestion  whether  it  ooold  be  got 
rid  of.    He  found  that  with  justice  to  the 

public  he  could  not  get  rid  of  it.  The 
public  property  must  be  protected,  and 
those  who  wilfully  damaged  it  should  be 
made  to  pay;  but  at  the  same  time  those 
who  had  the  levying  of  those  barrack 
damages  should  levy  tliem  in  the  most 
gentle  manner.  Nothing  should  be  charged 
for  except  the  case  was  clearly  one  in  which 
a  charge  ought  to  be  made ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  care  should  be  taken  by  the 
Government  not  to  furnish  barraoks  and 
hospitals  with  suoh  expensive  fittings. 
They  ought  to  be  fitted  np  in  the  cheapest 
and  most  substantial  manner,  so  that  there 
should  he  the  least  chance  of  injury,  whe- 
ther by  design  or  aeeident.  This  was  a 
subject  which  he  thought  his  noble  Friend 
the  Secretary  for  War  would  do  well  to 
take  into  eoni^ration.  He  eould  not  help 
thinking  that  all  idiese,  be  must  call  them 
nnneeoMary  knick-biaeks  In  hos^tals  were 
introduced  parthr  from  the  habit  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  War  Office  of  consulting  hy- 
geists  not  connected  with  the  army.  To  a 
certain  extent  he  believed  he  was  to  blame 
in  this  matter;  for  at  a  time  when  it  was 
absolutely  neoessaty  to  pot  the  hospitals 
on  a  proper  footing,  and  to  adopt  proper 
principles  of  bygone,  he  did  employ  ciri- 
viliana  fur  that  purpose,  because  he  did  not 
find  to  his  hand  in  the  army  gentlemen 
sufficiently  educated  in  those  principles,  or 
all  events,  who  had  bad  experience  in  them. 
But  times  had  ehanged  mnoe,  and  the 
principles  of  hygiene  were  now  studied  by 
the  medical  officers  of  the  army  with  the 
same  assiduity  and  seal,  and  with  the  same 
desire  to  torn  them  to  good  account,  as 
they  were  by  civilians;  and  when  he  looked 
at  the  Armjf  Litt  he  found  tiiat  liiere  was 
at  tlus  moment  a  branch  of  the  War  Dfr> 
partment  called  **  the  Sanitary  Branch," 
and  that  "  Inspector  General  P.  Logan, 
M.D."  was  at  hand  to  advise  the  Depart- 
ment in  any  matter  of  sanitary  arrange- 
ment. He  found  also  that  in  the  Military 
Medical  School  at  Netiey  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  autiicrities  on  the  euhjeot  had 
been  appointed  Professor  of  Military  Hy- 
giene. Under  these  circumstances  he  could 
not  see  that  it  was  at  all  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  the  advice  of  civilians;  hut  he 
was  told  that  even  up  to  this  hour  his  old 
Mend,  Dr.  Sutherland,  whom  he  had  con- 
sulted about  the  hospitals  at  Scutari  and 
other  places,  was  still  advising  the  War 
Ofliee.  The  name  of  Dr.  Sutherland  was 
90  bidden  away  on  the  Ibt  that^he  oonld 
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^  not  find  ODt  ezMlly  where  he  was,  hot  he 
had  BO  doubt  he  was  not  &r  from  the  dhow 
<rf  hie  noble  VMsnd,  or  from  that  of  dio 
Under  Seeretarj  for  War.  His  noble 
Friend  onght  at  onee  to  make  up  his  mind 
to  giro  ap  soeh  a  sjitem.  for  he  had  em- 
nected  with  the  Hedioal  Department  of  the 
army  personB  capable  of  adrising  him,  and 
none  more  so  than  the  Director  General  of 
tiie  MediMl  Board.  In  eonoluBion  be  had 
to  eipress  a  hope  that  in  hnilding  hospitals 
his  noble  Friend  would  see  that  they  were 
not  merely  Temples  of  the  Son.  and  that 
in  hnilding  barracks  ha  would  see  that  they 
were  soroethiog  more  than  Templos  of  the 
Winds. 

Babl  DE  ORSY  Ain>  RIPON  :  Uy 
Lords,  there  is  nothing  more  natural  than 
that  my  noblo  Frina,  who  has  for  long 
taken  so  great  an  interest  in  ewytbing 
eonneoted  with  the  sanitary  eondition  of  the 
B^ier«  should  bate  brougfat  this  sabjeot 
nnder  the  notice  of  the  House.  It  is  also 
natural  that  ho  should  hare  entered  into  a 
eritinsm  respecting  these  hospitalst  be- 
cause ha  was  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
when  the  bmldiog  at  Netley  was  ootn- 
meneed.  I,  however,  stand  neutral  be- 
tween Netley,  Woolwiohf  and  Hoonslow, 
because  I  bare  no  eonneotion  with  the 

r rentage  of  any  one  of  the  three.  But  I 
am  anzions  to  preface  tfae  few  words 
whieh  I  sbsll  hare  to  address  to  your 
Lordships*  by  eoogratnlatiog  my  noble 
Friend  on  the  fact  triat  he  was  the  Secre- 
tary for  War  who  planned  and  commenced 
the  erection  of  the  noble  Hospital  at  Net- 
ley.  Tfae  jdans  he  derised  and  the  soheme 
ho  lud  down  havo  been  fhUy  earned  out, 
with  the  enoption  of  tomo  TOry  mall 
pmnts  to  whieh  I  shall  adfort,  those 
who  ban  ibllownd  my  noble  Fnend  in 
offlee.  And  I  am  claa  to  be  able  to  eon- 
eur  with  htm  in  e^mg  that  the  fears  which 
were  expressed  Vf  seme  persons  with  re- 
spect to  Uie  Hte  of  Netley  Hospital  hare 
not  been  realised.  It  may  be  quite  true 
that  some  of  the  details  ca  the  anaage* 
ment  of  that  Hospital*  whieh  was  planned 
in  1856,  have  sinoe  been  subjected  to 
eritioism ;  for,  remeisbering  that  it  was 
mly  during  the  Crimean  war  that  our  at- 
tention was  called  to  the  important  subject 
(tf  militaiy  hospitals,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at  if,  during  the  nine  years  that 
ham  el^aed  from  1856  up  to  the  present 
tim^  Lnd  Herbert  and  others  who  oame 
nftor  my  noUe  Friend  should  have  had 
tboir  attention  direeled  to  improvements 
■nggested  sinoe  the  Crinau  war.  I 
3%$  £iirl  0/ IhUmti* 
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do  not,  hewOTor,  want  to  enter  into  any 
eentrorersy  on  these  points ;  fer,  judg- 
ing  my  noUe  FViend'a  work  from  the  re- 
sults, it  has  been  eminently  satis&etoiy. 
But  with  respeet  to  the  comparison  he  in- 
trodneed  between  Netley  and  the  hospital 
of  Lord  Herbert,  it  did  strike  me  that  the 
same  remark  would  apply  to  it  as  that 
which  might  have  been  made  in  respeet  of 
eertun  eritimsms  on  my  noble  Frimd's 
own  work.    It  might  be  smd  that  while 
the  work  is  in  progress,  and  until  a  practi- 
cal test  can  be  applied,  it  night  be  better 
to  suspend  our  jodgmmt.    With  respeet 
to  the  pier  at  Netley,  no  doubt  the  sum 
taken  in  the  estimates  for  one  203  yaids 
long  is  not  for  a  pier  to  go  out  to  sneh 
deep  water  as  would  eoaUe  transports  to 
bring  the  stok  troops  alongside  of  it ;  but 
when  ^t  queetion  waa  emisidered  diuing 
the  time  my  late  Friend  Sir  Geoige  Lewh 
held  the  post  of  Secretary  for  War,  it  was 
found  that  there  would  bs  very  great  dif- 
ficulty in  getting  transports  such  as  those 
used  by  the  GovemmcDt  to  eome  op  to 
Netiey,  and  that  if  we  required  them  to 
pass  op  and  down  the  Southampton  Water, 
the  expense  of  their  hire  would  be  very 
connderably  increased.    In  consequence 
of  that  difficulty,  the  old  oootract  has  been 
continued,  which  prorides  for  the  troops 
being  landed  at  Spithead  ;  but,  instead  of 
bemg  brought  up  in  any  steamer  which  may 
chance  to  be  at  hand,  as  has  bora  the  case 
hitherto,  under  the  new  arrangement  the 
Admiralty  will  provide  a  spceiM  vessel  for 
the  oonTeyonce  of  the  invalided  soMiera, 
and  thia  vessel  will  have  every  eomfbrt 
necessary  for  the  men  during  their  durt 
voyage  from  Spithead  to  Netiey.  Theea 
vessels  drawing  very  little  water  will  be 
brougfat  to  the  pior  to  be  weeted.  It  muat 
be  home  in  mind  that  tfae  eonstmetion  of 
a  pier  1,200  yards  loi^,  as  the  noUe  Barl 
suggested,  would  give  the  invalids  a  walk 
of  not  far  short  of  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
on  their  landing ;  whereas  if  they  could  be 
brought  in  by  these  smsJl  vessels  all  that 
inoonvenience  would   be   spared  them. 
However,  if  this  plan  does  not  answer, 
nothing  to  be  done  this  year  will  prevent  a 
lai^r  pier  being  made,  and  I  shoald  be  the 
first  man  to  propose  it  if  it  were  shown  to 
be  neoessaiy.   The  subject  waa  veiy  eare- 
fnlly  considered  by  myself,  the  l^rst  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  loeal  offieera 
when  they  were  there  last  year,  and  the 
plan  now  adopted  is  that  whlab  waa  then 
tiwugfat  to  be  beat.   I  turn  now  from 
Nodsiy  totboha^M  «t  WmMoIui  The 
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BoItU  Bu4  Mjs  thftt  wh«  ke  want  down 
ihera  he  fbond  a  gomoue  bniUing.  Tbe 
word  '*  gergeom  '^iBigkk  indwo  year  Loid- 
ihipe  to  Stmoy  diet  It  wm  a  bniraing  whieh 
had  been  ereotad  at  s  greater  expense  (or 
ita  Mie  than  that  at  Netley ;  bat  tbe  foot 
u  tbet  the  eoat  of  the  two  per  bed  was 
about  the  mum,  as  neaHy  as  possible. 
With  regard  to  the  plan  oa  whieh  it  is 
builtf  it  is  npon  what  is  oalled  the  *'  pa- 
▼ilioD  *'  plan,  althoQfffa  my  noUe  Friend 
ealls  it  the  "  glass  and  g^are  "  system.  On 
sneh  a  point  I  shoald  not  think  of  putting 
forward  my  own  opinion,  whieh  would  be 
worthless,  against  tiiat  of  my  noble  Friend ; 
but  I  may  say  that  it  was  the  plan  which 
was  apprared  by  Lord  Herbert,  and  which 
has  bem  reeommended  by  eneeessiTe  Com- 
mitteea  and  Ooamissiuia  appmntad  to  re- 
port upon  the  best  arrangemnts  for  mili- 
tary hoBpitalB.  In  1856  my  noble  Friend 
bimeeU  appoiiited  a  Oonunitlee  to  report 
apoo  the  darign  for  a  hosfntal  at  Aldershot 
wlueh  raported  in  faToar  <tf  the  pavilion 

g;ao.  Ha  also  appointed  the  Sanitary 
ommisuon,  of  whioh  liord  Herbert  was 
Churman,  and  nothing  does  my  noUe 
Frirad  greater  honour  than  the  appoint- 
ment of  that  Commission  and  its  results. 
That  Commission  reported  in  faTonr  of 
the  pavilion  plan,  whish  means  long  galle* 
ries  boilt  out  at  right  angles  to  a  comdor, 
•0  as  to  leave  ligbu  en  both  sides  of  tiie 
wards.  That  principle  has  been  adopted 
at  a  new  military  hospital  at  Yinoennes 
and  at  a  avw  eivil  hospital  at  Paris.  Tbe 
tendeney  ef  the  preaent  day  appears  to  me 
to  be  to  bdU  eivil  hospitals  on  that  i^n, 
and  there  appears  to  be  in  fovear  of  it  a 
great  weight  of  eompetent  anthori^,  whieh 
oogbt  to  be  iadged  eempetent  by  the  noble 
Lord,  efnee  his  own  Conmittees  and  Gem- 
■Ditsioos  reported  in  that  sense.  I  am  not 
responsiUe  for  the  erection  of  the  hospital 
on  that  plan,  but  I  should  be  perfectly 
prepared  to  take  the  responsibility  if  I  had 
aeted  on  the  adriee  by  whieh  Lord  Her- 
bert was  lapported.  My  noble  Friend  asks 
me  whether  it  is  to  be  a  general  or  a  re- 
gimental hospital,  and  his  language  might 
leave  on  your  liordships'  minds  an  impres- 
aoon  as  to  the  nature  of  the  two  kinds  of 
hospital  which  would  not  he  quite  eorreoi. 
The  diffisreoco  betwew  a  regimental  hoe- 
pilal  and  a  geeeral  heapital  is  this — that  tbe 
one  is  eoadSwted  and  managed  by  the  nw- 
dieal  efieen  of  aadi  regiment^  and  the 
other  hj  a  ^poaial  genetnl  staff  of  mefisal 
oflhera  entinly  dtatinet  firoai  the  regimente 
to  whish  tkasMBbeleiig.  Agencnulioipi'' 


tal  is  eondneted  in  the  manner  in  whwh  a 
hospital  would  baoottdneted  in  time  itf  war. 
The  late  Lord  Herbert  was  ^  omnion 
that  in  time  of  peaee  the  nedieal  effieera 
should  he  so  trained  in  the  duties  of  a  gene- 
ral  hospital,  (hat  when  an  emergenoy  aroae, 
aud  it  was  neeessary  to  establish  such  a 
hospital  at  the  seat  of  wariike  operations, 
they  would  be  able  at  race  to  undertake 
the  duties.  Ooe  of  the  difficulties  during 
the  Crimean  war  was,  that  the  regimentiu 
system  had  been  so  exolueirely  adopted, 
that  medioal  oflSoers  did  not  understaad 
the  general  system,  and  were  not  prepared 
to  work  It.  Lord  Herbert  thought  that 
one  hospital  would  not  be  ample  to  train 
the  medical  staff.  If  the  Netley  staff  were 
sent  away  suddenly  to  the  seat  of  war, 
there  would  he  no  one  to  take  up  their 
dutiea  at  the  general  hospital  for  tlioie 
invalids  who  wen  sent  home  to  this  ooun- 
try.  Lord  Heibert  eame  to  the  ecmetnaion 
uat  there  oi^hk  at  least  to  be  two  heepi- 
tals  upon  the  general  prinei|de,  and  after 
due  ewudemtimi  he  eame  to  the  eeneluuon 
that  Woolwieh  was  the  moat  suitsble  place 
for  the  second.  That  hospital  has  been 
ereoted  as  a  general  hospital,  and  will  be 
conducted  as  a  goieral  hospital  would  be 
in  time  of  war.  The  hos|Htal  whieh  now 
exists  is  worked  at  present,  as  far  as  the 
ptrsoiaul  and  general  arrangements  go, 
on  the  prioeifHe  of  a  general  hespitaL 
My  noble  Friead  says  that  if  the  Wouwieh 
Hospital  is  merely  intended  to  receive  the 
siek  from  tiie  garriaoa  at  Woolwich,  it  is 
larger  than  is  neeessarv.  He  puts  the 
garrison  at  4,500,  though  at  present  it  is 
nearer  £.300.  When  the  hospital  waa  de- 
igned, the  aeeommedatien  waa  eelenlated 
for  a  garrtson  of  6,fi00,  and  at  that  time 
the  estimated  average  of  liek  waa  10 
per  eent,  eo  that  aeeoaunodation  wae  pro- 
vided for  650  men.  But  ^nee  that  time, 
owing  to  the  measnres  for  the  amelioration 
of  the  aanitaiy  eradition  of  the  soldier, 
eommeneed  by  my  noble  Friend,  and  eon- 
tinned  by  his  successors,  Lord  Herbert, 
General  reel,  and  Sir  George  Lewis,  the 
proportion  of  Hok  to  healthy  men  in  the 
army  has  very  much  diminished,  and  the 
average,  whi^  at  that  time  was  10  per 
cent,  is  now  redueed  to  7  per  cent ;  oonae- 
quently,  hospitals  whieh  were  built  on  a 
eahmlation  of  an  average  of  10  per  cent, 
are  hardly  likdy  to  be  filled  now  that  the 
average  is  rediwed  to  7  per  eent.  Witii 
regard  to  tbe  hos|^taI  at  Honnsktw,  whidi 
wae  ereoted  on  the  plen  ef  hafd  Herbert, 
I  Mart  peisi  •n^  tfaeogh  it  doeaaot 
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mneh  dtSarenee.  that  hot^tal  then  it 
intended  not  onlj  for  the  men  at  Hmnslow, 
bat  for  the  detaehroents  at  Hampton  Court 
and  £enuogton,  whieh,  hoverer,  are  not 
oonBiderable.  That,  too.  was  a  hospital 
bailt  on  the  oaloulatioD  of  a  10  per  cent 
aTonge,  and  the  difference  between  that 
and  the  present  7  per  oent,  most  be  taken 
into  oonstderation.  Mj  noble  Friend  went 
on  to  speak  of  the  ezpensire  fittings  of  the 
hospitals.  I  do  not  recollect  the  case  of 
the  gas  burner,  but  I  do  happen  to  recol- 
lect the  case  of  the  unk.  No  doubt,  it 
would  hare  been  easj  to  bare  a  cheaper 
sink,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  is 
of  great  importance  in  these  hospitals  to 
bare  a  nok  of  a  proper  description  which 
can  be  easily  kept  clean.  If  yon  hare  one 
of  iron  or  other  soefa  material,  it  is  muob 
more  liable  to  rost  and  to  fbiil  than  one 
wbieh  has  a  perfectly  smooth  surftwe.  Hy 
noble  Friend,  I  Aink,  baa  iMen  minn- 
formed  as  to  hospital  breakages.  Wtb 
regard  to  the  broken  sink  to  which  the 
noble  Barl  referred,  the  usual  course  was 
taken  in  this  instance.  The  sink  was 
broken  by  carelessness*  and  the  usual  prac- 
tice is  to  charge  for  it,  but  when  the  mat- 
ter oame  under  my  notice,  I  considered  the 
subject  fully,  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  not  desirable  to  charge  the  man 
the  whole  ralue,  £6,  and  I  adopted  a  rule 
that  any  of  the  more  ezpensire  artides  of 
barrack  fittings  sbonld  be  nsed  as  seldom 
as  posMble,  and  that  iriien  any  wore 
broken,  only  soeb  a  snm  should  be  ebarged 
as  would  operate  as  a  fine  to  prerent  care* 
lessness.  That  course,  I  hope,  will  meet 
the  riewe  of  my  hen.  Friend.  I  hare  only 
now  to  remark  upon  tho  noble  Eari's  oli- 
jeetions  to  the  praetiee  of  eonsnlting  etri- 
lians  or  bygeists.  I  think  we  ought  to 
speak  with  grmtitnde  of  the  great  adran- 
tages  wo  hare  derired  from  the  asustanee 
of  cirilians,  whose  suggestions  for  the  im- 
prorement  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  bar- 
racks and  hospitals  hare  been  adopted  by 
Bucceasire  Secretaries  of  State.  With  the 
noble  Earl  I  look  forward  to  the  time  when 
the  medical  oflScers  of  the  army  will  be 
possessed  of  as  ample  knowledge  as  any 
oifilian  upon  the  subject  of  sanitary  hy- 
giene. Hy  noble  Fnend  aJInded  to  Dr. 
Logan  and  to  the  Professor  of  Military 
Hygiene  at  Netley.  Dr.  Logan  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  present  Sanitary  Committee, 
and  the  Professor  of  liiUtair  Hygiene  is  a 
eirilian.  The  eoostitution  of  that  Cwnmit- 
tee,  which  is  consulted  by  the  Seeretaiy 
9t  Stnte  on  all  sanitary  qnesti«u>  was 
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altered  by  Sir  George  Lewis,  and  it  now 
eoansts  of  the  Qnartermaster  General 
as  president ;  of  Dr.  Logan,  the  h^  of 
the  sanitary  branch  of  we  Army  Uedieai 
Department ;  and  of  Captain  Belfield,  the 
bead  of  the  barrack  building  branch,  who  are 
er  o,^!eto  members.  The  other  members  of 
the  Committee  are  Captain  Galton,  who 
has  done  so  much  as  an  engineer  for  sani- 
tary improrements,  and  Dr.  Sotiierland. 
I  certainly  think  Dr.  Sutheriand  is  en- 
titled to  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  and 
of  the  Goremment  for  the  serriees  he  has 
so  long  rendered.    My  noble  Friend  eoo- 
suited  nim,  and  placed  him  npon  the  first 
CommisBion,  and  I  do  not  think  the  time 
has  yet  come  when  we  can  entirely  dispense 
with  the  eerrices  of  all  thoae  who  wero 
members  of  tiiat  Commisdon.   Then  are 
three  other  Hembers  who  are  qteetally 
pointed  by  the  India  Department.  In  deal- 
mg  with  this  subject  uo  Goremment  ia 
acting  upon  the  ezperieoee  of  the  Cmnmia- 
sion  which  was  appointed  by  my  noble 
Friend,  and  that  experienoe  was  confirmed 
by  the  Indian  Sanitary  Commission  ap- 
pointed by  General  Feel,  and  preaided 
orer  with  so  mneh  ability  by  my  noble 
Friend  Lord  Stanley — bo  that  we  hare  the 
latest  as  well  as  earlier  authority  to  saoe- 
tion  the  course  we  hare  pursued. 

The  Eabl  of  ELLBNBOROUGH  :  I 
hare  not  seen  the  Report  upon  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  troops  in  India ;  but  I  am 
sure  that  anybody  who  knows  anything 
about  Uiat  <M>0Dtry  knows  that  troops  in  In- 
dia are  more  healthy  under  eanrass  than  in 
honses,  and  hos^tMS  nnder  doable  eanrass 
are  better  adaii^  to  save  patients  tbaa 
hospitals  established  in  hoosea.  Tlie  great 
seoret  is  good  rentilation,  and  that  point 
eaonot  bare  been  attended  to  by  those 
who  recommended  great  windows  wad  great 
doors.  Now,  great  windows  and  great 
doors  prodoee  great  draughts,  and  great 
draughts  are  likely  to  kill  patients,  where- 
as good  rentilation  will  tend  to  preserre 
their  lires  and  restore  them  to  health.  I 
could  not  hear  what  was  stated  by  the 
noble  Earl  who  introduced  this  subjeet 
without  being  satisfied  that  these  hospitals 
hare  been  built  with  great  extrara^^oe, 
and  without  doe  attention  to  those  circom- 
stanees  which  are  most  eondueire  to  tho 
health  of  the  inmates.  I  donbt  whether 
any  hygeist — or,  I  prefer  the  old  word, 
doctor — I  donbt  whether  any  doctor  erer 
looked  oror  the  plans  <^  these  buildings. 
It  would  rather  appear,  from  what  ho  ud 
said,  thai  tbcy  w«m  tho-rku  qIiimm 
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ambitious  arahtteet,  wboae  eUef  'lum  was 
to  ereet  a  handaome  and  estrafagant 
building.  How  ooold  anj  man  l»n  man- 
ned an^  large  vindows !  Tbej  no  doabt 
admit  light,  verj  much  to  the  inconToni- 
enoe  of  the  patient,  and  when  open  thej 
admit  a  great  deal  too  moob  air.  In  hoB- 
pitals  the  onty  pointa  to  be  oonBidered  are 
to  make  the  patienta  comfortable  and  to 
restore  them  to  health,  and  anj  more  am- 
bitions attempts  are  oat  of  place.  Al- 
tbongb  the  bygeists  may  have  made  some 
improTements,  I  ooafess  I  do  not  under- 
stand all  these  new  curiouties  which  are 
intended  to  maintain  the  health  of  troops. 
The  health  of  troops,  like  the  health 
of  indiriduals,  is  to  be  maintained  by  the 
exercise  of  their  own  good  sense,  by  fol- 
lowing the  adfice  of  their  officers  as  to 
what  they  should  avoid  and  what  they 
ahonld  do.  It  is  by  self-mana^^ent  alone 
that  the  bealUi  of  bnman  bemga  can  be 
preserred ;  and  if  men  will  neglect  the 
anggeetions  of  oommon  sense  they  must 
eipect  to  Ba&r  for  their  imprudence,  and 
it  will  be  impossible  to  prerent  them  from 
doing  so. 

Earl  DE  GRET  ahd  RIFON  explained 
that  the  building  at  Woolwich  was  not  the 
plan  of  any  ambitious  architect,  but  was 
drawn  up  in  the  usual  manner  by  the 
Engineer  Department,  under  the  superTi- 
sion  of  the  local  engineer  of  the  Staff, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Army  Medical 
Department  and  the  Sanitary  Committee. 

The  Earl  of  ELLEKBOROUGH 
thought  it  ought  also  to  haTe  had  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  was 
solely  responsible.  The  Secretary  of  State 
was  not  to  act  upon  the  advice  of  others 
without  maUng  himself  ftilly  acqnainted 
with  all  the  details,  and  he  donned  very 
much  whether  if  ai^  Seoretary  of  State 
had  examined  into  the  plans  of  the  building 
mentioned  be  would  have  adopted  them. 

Eabl  GRANVILLE  thought  their  liord- 
ships  would  all  allow  that  there  never  was 
a  Secretary  of  State  who  paid  so  much 
attention  to  the  subject  of  army  hospitals 
and  barracks  as  the  late  Lord  Herbert. 
That  noble  Lord,  while  never  seeking  to 
avoid  responsibility,  naturally  took  the  ad- 
vice of  toe  professional  persons  who  were 
best  acquainted  with  the  subject,  and  who 
were  most  competont  to  give  it. 

Ths  Eabl  or  L0N6T0RD  was  glad 
to  hear  that  the  War  Department  bad 
erected  one  successful  hospital — for  be  be. 
fieved  that  NeUey  was  a  snooees — although 
oven  in  that  ease  thero  was  tho  drawback 


of  there  being  no  means  of  getting  to  it. 
It  was  not  surprising  that  the  Deputment 
bad  fiuled  in  other  hospitals.  The  estab- 
lishment of  a  large  hospital  was  not  simply 
a  medical  question,  but  involved  considera- 
tions of  construction,  expense,  discipline, 
supplies,  and  organisation.  Every  De- 
partment of  Military  Administration  was 
involved,  and  it  was  hopeless  to  look  for 
suoeessful  combined  action  as  long  as  the 
DeiMrtmenta  were  seattored  over  White- 
hall, Spring  Gardens,  Great  George  Street, 
Chelsea  Hospital,  and  other  places.  The 
first  stop  towards  improvement  would  be 
io  the  cooeentration  of  all  the  Military 
Departments  under  one  roof,  or  in  close 
contiguity.  The  offices  of  War  Adminis- 
tration should  be  concentrated  in  one  plaee, 
as  was  proposed  for  the  Courts  of  Justice. 
As  to  the  employment  of  «vilians,  he  w«t 
fnrtiier  than  the  noble  Sari  (the  Earl  of 
EUenboroDgb),  for  he  thought  dut  military 
men  were  almost  oompetent  to  manage 
military  affairs;  and  if  the  (uvilians  now 
employed  in  military  affairs,  even  in  some 
of  the  highest  Departmenta,  were  to  be 
employed  m  other  branches  of  the  poblic 
service,  he  believed  that  neither  the  mili- 
tary nor  any  other  Department  would 
suffer.  He  could  not  but  regret  that  the 
reduotioDB  in  present  and  post  years  of  the 
number  of  troops  should  be  necessary  to 
meet  the  extravagant  cost  of  the  service  of 
the  civil  branch. 

Thb  Eabl  of  DALHOUSIE,  in  re- 
ply, s^,  he  never  intanded  to  undervalue 
the  services  of  Lord  Herbert  in  all  that 
related  to  the  Department  over  which  ho 
presided.  For  himself,  he  had  always  set 
his  face  aeainst  the  "pavilion"  plan  of 
hospital  at  Woolwich,  anid  when  it  was  at- 
tempted to  alter  the  plans  at  Netin  ho 
opposed  it,  and  tiwreby  entailed  upon  him- 
self the  anger  of  all  who  patmuied  that 
speeies  of  art.  The  noblo  Earl  had  not 
noticed  the  fact  connected  with  the  first 
hospital  at  HoudsIqw,  that  it  had  been 
found  necessary  to  paint  over  the  windows 
in  order  to  avoid  danger  to  the  patients. 
He  only  desired  the  exercise  of  economy 
in  the  fitting  up  of  hospitals,  and  of  com- 
mon sense  in  their  management  and  ar- 
rangement. 

The  Duxb  of  CAMBRIDGE  aaid, 
he  must  bear  testimony  that  the  liberality 
shown  by  the  War  Office  in  this  matter 
bad  been  well  bestowed ;  and  though  he 
thought  and  always  had  thought  that  it 
was  very  objectionable  to  have  expeoHvo 
fittings  m  an  hospital,  if  it  wero-^poosible. 
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to  AToid  them,  he  eonsldered  thtl  the  Kbe- 
nlity  wfaieh  had  been  bestowed  in  thiseue 
had  been  well  eonndered  aod  was  Terf 
iatiBfaotorj.  He  £d  not  pretend  to  enter 
into  the  bnilding  eontroTeray  about  "  glass 
and  i^are  " — he  mnet  leave  it  to  more 
soientifio  minds — bnt  he  would  willio^j 
bear  teetimonj  to  the  great  eonrenienee 
and  comfort  which  was  afforded  by  the 
new  hospital  at  Netley.  Nctlej  was  a 
great  suoeess,  and  this  despite  of  what 
had  Mien  from  the  noble  Ban  (the  Bar!  of 
Dalhoniie).  It  is  hardly  fair  to  sajt  ai 
mj  noble  Friend  (the  Bail  of  Iiongford) 
has  swd,  that  the  hospital  is  aearee^  ap- 
proaehabla  It  was  new  eontemplated 
that  there  was  not  to  be  a  pier,  bat  ik  was 
jvstlT  felt  that  it  ma  one  of  the  details 
whieh  most  fdlow  the  geneml  hnilfUng. 
It  was  thoiuht  wise  to  nmsh  the  Hosfntal 
itself,  and  then  to  look  after  the  details. 
It  was  hardly  fair  to  say  that  the  Hospital 
eoald  not  he  approached.  VHth  reference 
to  the  Hospital  at  Woirfwioh.  they  ooald 
only  judge  of  it  when  it  was  oeeupied*  which 
it  was  not  at  present. 

Hoess  adfjooraed  at  half  pMt 

o'ctoek,  tni  To-mraroir, 
half  past  Tm  o'clock. 


HOUSB  OF  C0MM0K8, 
Mondajft  MnrA  6,  1865. 

HINUTBS.]  —  Nbw  UncBsa  Svobh  —  Chsriei 

Hoore,  eaqniro,^  Tippnary  Cooo^. 
SauGi  GouuTTiB  —  Africa  (Watara  Coast); 

The  Marqnen  of  HarUngtoa  and  Mr.  H.  Sflf' 

moor  adaed. 
avmi^-OmuUbrti  Ih  Ctmmtttm—Vmrj  Eiti> 

DutM — OommittM  a.p.* 
PuBuo  Bnu  —  Retoiutioiu  in  C<immuUe«  — 

Ordered — PutnenUp  Amendawat  *. 
Fir$t  Reading — PartD«nbip  Amendmait*  [03]  ; 

ColODud  N»nl  Defeneo*  [01]. 
Cimaidered  tu  amended— laOmtritl  Exhlbitioiw  * 

Yaei;  BritiihKaftaria*[4«]. 
Jiird  Seadbi^-Cammm.  taw  ConHs  (Fow)* 

[38]  and  paued. 

THE  POOR  LAW.— QUESTION. 

Hn.  MITFOBD  said,  he  wiahed  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Poor  Law  Board, 
Whether  he  intends  to  bring  in  a  Bill  this 
Session  to  carry  out  the  roeommendations 
of  the  Poor  Law  Oommittoe  mth  reapeet 
to  Umou  aod  PariilM  uder  Gilbart'a 
Attf 

Tht  JhtU  of  Cmhridg* 


llB.  0.  P.  TILLIERS  add,  in  reply, 
that  the  Gomndttee  on  die  Poor  Laws  had 
reeommended  that  the  Poor  Law  Board 
should  haTO  tiie  same  power  in  Unions 
under  the  Gilbert's  Act  as  in  those  eon- 
Btitnted  under  the  Poor  Law  Amendment 
Act.  and  aeecM^ingly  when  introducing  a 
Bill  for  the  'renewal  of  the  Commtssion  be 
should  malca  piwiahm  fbr  that  pinpoosb 

THE  UOBMSINO  LAWS^ITESTIOR. 

Mb.  LAWSON  said,  he  would  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  tbe  Home 
Department.  Whether,  the  House  having 
reFoBod  to  deal  with  tbe  Licensing  Laws 
by  any  Private  Bill,  he  now  intends  to  in- 
troduce any  public  or  ^eral  meaaore 
for  remedying  the  evils  inffietod  on  the 
pohlio  by  those  Laws  ? 

Sir  GBOBGE  GBET  :  I  think.  Sir, 
I  aaid  during  the  diseusaion  the  other  night 
that  it  waa  not  my  intention  to  tntrodnce 
a  general  measure  on  the  anhjaet  tlua 
Session. 

8T0KAGE  OF  OimPOWDEB. 
vswrnom. 

Mb.  Skbjbaht  KINGLAEB  said,  he 
wished  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  ^  State 
for  War,  Whether  any  alteration  haa  beea 
or  is  about  to  be  made  in  the  system  of  atoi^ 
ing  Gunpowder  in  public  or  private  maga- 
zines ? 

3n  GEORGE  GBBT  said,  in  reply, 
he  had  answered  a  aimilar  qneation  Bome 
time  ago.  Ltqniiy  bad  hem  made  mder 
his  direedoo  by  Colonel  Boxer  as  to  private 
magaainea ;  aod  a  Committee  of  five  o8- 
eers  had  been  appointed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  to  inquire  into  the 
storage  of  gunpowder  in  Government  maga- 
zines. That  Committee  had  not  yet  made 
its  final  Report ;  but  be  hoped  before  long 
a  Bill  on  the  anigast  woidd  be  laid  before 
Parliament. 

INCLOSURE  OP  FUUIBR  OOMMON. 

Mb.  SHAW-LBFBYRB  aaid.  be  would 
b^  in  tbe  absence  of  bis  hon.  Friend  (Ur. 
Donlton)  to  ask  tbe  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  Whether  his  attention  has  beoft 
called  to  a  ProTtsional  Order  of  the  Indo- 
sure  Commisuonero  for  the  appertionment 
of  Pulmer  Common,  within  twaa^  nilaa  of 
London,  aod  four  milea  of  the  Iowm  of 
Sloogh  aod  Uxbndgo^  and  whellMr  be  wilt 
nndertaka  thai  all  Inrthor  notion  aMl  bn 
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stayed  In  the  mstter  until  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  Commone  and  Open 
Spaces  has  been  presented  to  the  House  f 
Mb.  peel  said,  he  understood  that  the 
Indosnre  GommiBsieners  were  disposed  to 
reeommnid  this  Inolosore.  and  therefore 
doubted  whether  it  would  be  proper  to 

Sire  snob  an  undertaking  as  the  bon. 
[ember  aaked  for.  But,  as  the  bon. 
Gentleman  was  aware,  no  inelosure  could 
take  place  untit  oonfirmed  bj  an  Act  of 
Farllameut.  and  when  the  Bill  for  that 
purpose  was  brought  in  it  would  be  com- 
petent for  the  boD.  Member  to  more  the 
omission  of  the  clause  ssnQtioning  this 
particular  ioolosure. 

THB  TBINITT  BOABI>-8TKAM-T1T08. 
aoBSnoir. 

Mr.  cave  said,  he  would  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  What 
course  he  intends  to  adopt  with  r^erence 
to  the  proposed  Bje  Law  of  the  Trinity 
Board  under  which  Pilots  are  to  be  pro- 
hibited from  owning  Steam  Togs  ? 

Ms.  MILNEB  OIBSON  said,  in  replj. 
that,  after  fuU  oonuderaUoUf  it  had  been 
detnrnined  that  the  Bje  Law  should  not 
be  proceeded  with. 

NATT— FOaTSHOUTH  DOOKTAAD. 

Mb.  LAIBD  said,  he  wished  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  Whether  he 
has  any  objection  to  lay  upon  the  table 
Copies  of  the  Plans  finally  approred  by  the 
Admiralty  for  the  extension  of  Portsmouth 
Dockyard,  the  estimated  cost  of  which,  as 
stated  in  the  Nary  Estimates  of  this  year, 
is  ^1 ,500,000? 

Lord  CLARENCE  PAGET,  in  reply, 
said,  it  was  his  intention  to  lay  on  the 
table  in  a  few  days  detailed  plans  of  the 
extension  of  Portsmonth  Dockyard,  and, 
moreorer,  be  proposed  to  place  in  the 
library  of  the  House  models  of  the  Torks 
for  the  information  of  Uembera. 

DISEASES  IK  CATTLE.— <iUESTION. 

Mr.  LESLIE  said,  he  wished  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  or  not  Goremment 
intend  to  re-introduce  the  Cattle  Diseases 
Prevention  and  Cattle,  du.,  Importation 
Bills  as  amended  by  a  Select  Committee 
of  the  House  laat  Session  f 

Mb.  T.  G.  baring  said,  in  nplr,  that 
the  Sdeet  Oonmittee  of  last  Session  ro- 1 


commended  that  the  Heoae  should  BOt  pro- 
oeed  irith  the  Cattle,  Ae.,  Importation 
Bill ;  with  rsmrd  to  the  Cattle  Diseasea 
Prevention  Bill,  sneh  differeneo  and  tren 
conflict  of  ofnnion  was  exhilnted  before 
the  Committee  that  the  Government  did 
not  intend  to  introduoe  anjmeaaore  on  the 
subject. 

INDU— NATIVE  ARTILLERT, 
QVESnOB, 

Mb.  TANSITTART  said,  bewonid  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
When  it  was  determined  to  re-employ 
Native  Artillery  in  India,  which  by  a  Re- 
turn just  isBoed  amonnts  to  2,052  mvk  \ 
and  how  many  of  the  68,336  European 
Troopa  in  India  are  Artillery  ;  and  whether 
he  proposes  to  muntMu  the  dispropor- 
tionate strength  of  68,336  Europeans  as 
against  274,713  Native  Troops,  Native 
Police,  and  other  Native  organised  levies  f 

SiB  CHARLBS  WOOD,  in  reply,  said, 
his  hon.  Friend  seemed  to  he  under  some 
misapprehension  as  to  the  re-employment 
of  Native  Artillery  in  India.  Certain  por^ 
tions  of  the  Native  Artillery  had  never  been 
discontinued.  [Mr.  VAHBrrrART :  Not  since 
the  mutiny  ?]  No.  The  Commission  which 
sat  in  this  country  recommended  that  the 
artillery  attached  to  the  army  in  India 
should  consist  of  EuropeanSf  exceptions, 
however,  being  made  in  the  case  of  par- 
ticular stations  where  it  was  inexpedient 
to  employ  Europeans.  Hence,  as  a  rule, 
wherever  troops  were  quartered  the  artil- 
lery oonuated  of  Europeans  ;  hut  in  places 
where  exposure  to  a  very  hot  sun  rendered 
it  dangerous  for  white  troops  to  be  placed 
the  duty  was  discharged  by  a  Native  force. 
Those  Indian  artOlerymen.  however,  were 
only  in  ehaige  of  two  or  three  gnus  at  any 
one  point,  and  were  scattered  about  in  very 
srasll  numbers  all  over  the  country.  The 
course  adopted  with  regard  to  them  was. 
therefore,  entirely  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Indian  Commis- 
sion, which  determined  that  a  large  special 
force  of  Native  Artillery  should  no  longer 
be  maintained.  The  European  artillery 
at  present  in  India  numbered  between 
12,000  and  13,000  men.  The  bon.  Mem- 
her  appeared  to  think  the  aggregate  Euro- 
pean force  disproportioned  to  the  Native 
levies.  The  not  was  that  it  was  larger  in 
proportion  than  at  any  previous  period. 
Before  the  mutiny  the  Native  army  consisted 
of  265.000  men.  and  it  has  sinoa  been  re- 
dueed  to  114.000m6n.   So  Isr  from  the  o£- 
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fiMn  on  the  spot  eonrideriog  that  too  large 
a  force,  the  Commander-iD-Chief  in  India 
latelj  reported  that  the  Natire  annj  in 
Bengal  was  oTonrorked,  and  that  he  would 
rather  inereaee  than  diminish  its  numbers. 
The  pdlieflb  also,  had  not  been  inoreased 
to  any  very  great  extent,  and  remembering 
that  in  old  days  abont  40,000  of  ihem  were 
armed  ezaetfy  like  soldiera,  whereas  in 
future  they  were  to.be  a  purely  civil  force, 
he  did  not  oonnder  them  as  a  source  of 
any  danger.  Orders  had  been  issued  as  to 
the  arms  they  were  to  possess,  and  the 
muskets  which  some  of  tbem  carried  were 
to  be  withdrawn. 


ezpendUm  which  irast  be  inenrred  in  Imptoviac 
the  larger  Dookfsrdstf  the  UnittdKii^domaidt 
the  Colaiies,'' 

and,  whether  their  Lordships  intend  stop- 
ping all  expenditure  on  new  works  and 
machinery  in  these  dockyards  nntU  tbs 
quesUon  of  sale  is  finally  decided  ? 

Load  CLARBNGE  PAGET  said,  in 
reply,  that  the  proposals  of  the  Oerem- 
moot  with  reference  to  the  points  alluded 
to  by  the  hon.  Uember  would  be  fully  ex- 
plained in  the  coarse  9i  hii  atatameat  va 
the  Naval  Batiinatea. 


CHINA— TAXATION  AT  HONG  KONG. 
(tDESnON. 

lia.  LESLIE  said,  he  would  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
Whether  Govemment  still  intend  to  levy 
an  assessment  of  £20,000  per  annom  on 
property  at  Hong  Kong  towards  defying 
the  expense  of  maintaining  the  garrison 
there,  and  to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  Copies  of  all  Correspondence  with 
the  local  authorities,  the  Uomorial  of  the 
reudent  eommunity  of  Hong  Kong,  along 
with  the  reply  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment relative  to  the  proposed  tax  ? 

Ur.  CARDWELL  said,  in  reply,  that 
it  waa  intended  to  adhere  to  the  arrange- 
ment by  whieh  the  Colony  of  Hong  Koug 
was  called  on  to  pay  the  very  reasonable 
contribution  of  i^OiOOO  a  year  to  ita 
military  and  naval  defence.  If  the  hon. 
Member  would  move  for  the  Papers,  he 
(Mr.  Cardwell)  should  be  perfeotly  ready 
to  give  them. 

NAVT-DOOKTABD  EXPENDITURE. 
auBsnoN. 

Mb.  laird  said,  he  wished  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  If  their  Lord 
ships  have  considered  the  soggestions  con 
tflined  in  the  following  paragraph  of  the 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Dock- 
ya^s,  of  15th  July,  1864,  namely — 

"  In  reeommsnding  projsots  which  will,  If  car- 
ried out,  involf  e  •  Urge  oddiUonol  flzpenditure, 
jom  Committee  do  not  think  it  bajood  their  duty 
to  nincat  that  it  is  irorthj  of  oonBiderotion  whe- 
ther £«ptford,  Woolwiob,  and  Pembn^  Dook- 
Tards  nugbt  not  be  wmnrssssd  altogether,  and 
dispoAsd  of,  and  the  bonoen  now  cumed  od  in 
them  transferred  to  the  Tofds  to  whioh  tneh  Im* 
portant  and  oosUv  additions  are  in  prograu  or 
In  prospect.  In  oU  probability  the  mooejr  realised 
by  the  tale  of  these  valnaUe  dtes  would  proTidc 
a  oonstdenhle  nun  towards  nesting  the  oopUol 

Sir  CStorJff  JM 


ALLEGED  IRREOTXLARITIES  IN  THE 
PATENT  OFFICE^ftDESTION. 

Lord  STANLET  :  I  rise.  Sir.  to  put  to 
Mr.  Attorney  General  the  question  of  whioh 
I  have  given  him  notice— namely,  Whether 
the  inquiry  instituted  by  Government  into 
certain  alleged  irregularities  in  the  Accounts 
of  the  Patent  Office  has  been  eoneluded  ; 
whether  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
appointed  to  oondoot  that  inquiry  will  be 
laid  upon  tiie  table ;  or,  if  that  be  con- 
sidered inexpedient,  whether  he  is  prepared 
to  state  the  conclusion  to  which  they  have 
come  ;  uid  whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
Government  to  fonnd  on  such  Report  any 
proceedings  either  for  the  recovery  oF  the 
snms  alleged  to  be  defident  or  for  the 
punishment  of  dioae  who  may  be  respon- 
sible for  the  loss. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL :  Sir, 
in  answer  to  the  question  of  the  noUo 
Lord,  perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to  state 
that  the  inquiry  to  whioh  he  refers  was  not 
strictly  an  inquiry  instituted  by  the  Go- 
vernment.   It  was  instituted  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  and  the  Commissioners  of  Pa- 
tents, in  oonsequenee  of  information  which 
reached  them  as  to  the  existence  of  certain 
irregularities  and  disputes  in  the  Patent 
OfEoe,  which  did  not  in  the  first  instance^ 
except  as  regards  inquiry  into  a  prior  mat- 
ter supposed  to  he  concluded,  involve  any 
question  of  peenniary  defalcation.  Those 
iuquiries,  however,  having  been  ioatitoted* 
for  the  reason  I  have  mentioned,  led  to  two 
Reports  from  the  ||entlemen  appointed  to 
make  the  investigation,  the  first  of  whioh, 
a  preliminary  Report,  was  made  in  July 
last,  and  the  seoond  and  final  Report  waa 
presented  in  the  month  of  Jannan  in  tho 
present  year.    The  inquiry,  therefore,  haa 
been  concluded,  and  I  should  be  perfectly 
pre^red  to  lay  on  the  table  the  Re  porta 
which  have  been  made  hut  for  two  reasons, 
which,  when  I  state  tbem,  will,  I  thiiik» 
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appear  utisfaotor;  to  the  Hoase.  Id  the 
first  place,  the  namea  of  certain  persons, 
officers  etoplojed  in  the  Patent  Office,  are 
introduced  into  the  Reports  in  a  manner 
that  reqaires  very  serious  consideration  as 
to  the  proper  mode  of  dealing  both  with 
the  persons  and  the  sahjeot;  and  the  mea- 
sures to  be  taken  in  consequence  hare  not 
been  fiuAllj  determined  upon.  Secondly, 
the  late  Clerk  of  Patents,  who  is  the  per- 
son principally  concerned  in  the  substance 
of  these  Reports,  eomplains — whether  with 
or  without  reason  I  do  not  know — that  as 
to  a  considerable  part  of  the  matter  eom* 
prehended  in  the  final  Report,  and  ihtoIt* 
ing  a  rerj  latge  amount  of  pecuniary 
cbar|^,  he  lias  not  had  the  opportunity  of 
offenng  the  answers  and  explanations  which 
he  says  he  is  now  preparing,  and  which  he 
desires  to  have  duly  produced.  I  think  it 
will  probably  he  felt  by  the  House  that  it 
would  be  premature  to  lay  these  Reports  on 
the  table  until,  at  all  events,  they  can  be 
accompanied  by  such  further  explanations 
and  answers  as  the  gentleman  concerned 
may  he  enabled  to  furnish.  With  regard 
to  the  results  at  which  the  CommiBsioners 
hare  anired,  I  hare  no  objection  at  all  to 
state  to  the  noble  Lord  that  if  the  conclo- 
■ions  arrived  at  by  those  gentlemen  are 
eorrect  there  remains  a  very  considerable 
■am  to  bo  accounted  for  to  the  public  by 
the  officer  to  whom  I  have  alladed.  After 
the  first  preliminary  Rqwrt  had  been  made, 
in  July  last,  that  officer  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  acknowledging  it  to  be  due  from 
him,  as  I  understand,  the  large  sum  of 
£7,872  the  Report  then  not  being  finally 
concluded.  He  at  the  same  time  made 
it  unnecessary  to  prosecute  steps  which 
bad  been  taken  with  a  view  to  his  dis- 
placement from  the  office  which  he  held 
by  voluntarily  relinquishing  that  office, 
without  prejadice  to  his  pecuniary  respon- 
sibility upon  the  final  completion  of  tbe 
Report.  If  all  tbe  gronnds  taken  by  the 
Commissioners  sboald  prove  to  be  tenable, 
and  no  aufficient  answer  or  explanation 
idionld  be  forthcoming,  a  farther  anm  or 
balance  will  be  due  of  £9,100  more.  And 
then  aa  to  the  steps  which  it  is  proposed 
to  take,  Tbe  first  thing  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  do  is  to  wait  in  order  to  give  a 
full  and  fair  oeniideration  to  any  forther 
statements  and  explanations  which  the 

fentleman  eoncemed  may  desire  to  offer, 
t  has  been  a  subject  of  very  serious  con- 
sideration on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
under  tbe  advice  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  whether,  assuming  the  facts  to  be 

YOL.  CLXXYII.   [iHiBD  nsns.] 


as  alleged,  that  circomstance  ought  to  lead 
to  any  proceedings  other  than  ef  a  civil 
character.  Now,  taking  into  account  the 
fnot  that  a  great  deal  of  the  information 
which  we  possess  was  given  in  answer  to 
questions  put  to  this  gentleman  himself, 
the  conclusion  which  has  been  arrived  at 
is  that  the  case  is  not  one  in  which  it  would 
be  expedient,  if  practicable,  to  iostitote 
any  species  of  criminal  prosecution.  But 
with  regard  to  other  measures  it  is  tbe 
decided  opinion  of  the  Oovemment,  unless 
further  explanations  lead  to  a  different  con- 
clusion, to  take  civil  proceedings  in  order 
to  recover  from  the  officer  to  whom  I  have 
referred  the  whole  balaneo  of  the  anma 
alleged  to  be  deficient. 

Mb.  BENRY  SEYMOUR :  I  wish  to 
ask  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
whether  Mr.  Edmunds  will  be  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  pension  of  £800  a  year  antil 
the  case  is  cleared  up  ;  and  whether,  as 
the  case  appears  to  be  extremely  compli- 
cated, he  does  not  think  it  advisable  to 
more  for  a  Committee  of  the  House  for 
the  purpose  of  inquiry  into  the  matter  ? 

The  attorney.  GENERAL:  I 
have  no  infDrmation  whatever  upon  the 
subject ;  but,  as  far  as  my  judgment  ia 
concerned,  I  should  think  it  would  not  bt 
fair  that  he  sboald  receive  any  pension 
while  the  case  ia  still  andeeided.  With 
regard  to  tbe  appointment  of  a  Committee, 
I  should  humbly  think  that  while  civil 
proceedings  are  being  carried  on  it  would 
not  be  expedient  that  this  Honse  should 
take  up  the  matter. 

Sir  JAMES  ELPHINSTONE:  I  wish. 
Sir,  to  put  a  question  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  GeotlemaD,  and  it  is  this — whe- 
ther the  Lord  Chancellor  has  appointed 
his  son  to  the  office  vacated  by  Mr.  Ed- 
munds % 

Tbe  ATTORNEY  GENERAL:  I 
have  seen  in  the  newspapers  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  upon  the  oeenrrence  of  the 
vacancy  in  a  different  place,  has,  in  the 
ezeroise  of  the  patronage  which  belonga  to 
hie  office,  appointed  a  gentlemui  who 
stands  in  that  relation  to  bis  Lordship. 

Su  JAMES  ELPHINSTONE:  I 
wish  to  ask  the  Chaneellor  of  the  Eicbe- 
qaer,  whether  the  Lord  Chancellor,  having 
originated  these  proceedings  against  this 
gentleman,  did  not,  when  he  was  able  to 
turn  him  out  of  office,  appoint  bis  own  son 
in  bis  place,  and  whether  that  is  not  a 
question  of  more  gravity  than  tbe  charge 
which  was  brought  forward  iW^nvt  Lord 
Chelmsford  on  a  fonnS^it*^»€?OOgle 
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The  OHAKCELLOB  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER ;  Sir,  I  am  not  quite  sore  that  I 
can  add  anything  to  what  has  fallen  from 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Atiornej 
General ;  but,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  no 
proeeedings  have  been  taken  againit  Mr. 
EldmnndB  up  to  the  present  time.  I  am 
not  sure  that  I  nnderstand  the  facts  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  bnt  I  belieTe 
the  gentieman  has  been  appointed  to  whom 
he  has  allnded. 

Mb.  WHITESIDE  :  I  wish  to  know 
whe^er,  in  point  of  ftiet,  Mr.  Bdmnnds  has 
reeeifed  a  pension  for  good  serrioeB  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  On  that  sabject,  the  Treasnr; 
and  mjaelf  have  no  information  whaterer. 
We  hare  no  cognizance  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  [other  House,  I,  indiTidaally,  am 
appointed  according  to  nsage  to  share 
along  with  you,  Sir,  and  ander  year  pre- 
sidency, in  awarding  pensions  to  officers  of 
this  House;  but  the  Treasury  has  no  autho- 
rity whatever  with  regard  to  the  grant  of 
any  pensions  by  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament to  its  own  serTants,  nor  have  I 
any  knowledge  whaterer  with  respect  to 
the  point  in  question,  ezeept  from  the  items 
open  to  the  whole  pnblio  io  the  books  of 
that  Hotue. 

ARKT— MIUTART  STORE  DEPART- 
MENT^UESTION. 

Mb.  GBEOOBY  aald,  ha  wished  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  If 
any  reply  has  been  given  to  the  Memorial 
of  the  Offieera  of  the  Military  Store  De- 
partment ;  and,  if  not,  when  a  reply  may 
be  expected  ;  and,  whether  there  is  any 
otijectioa  to  lay  the  Memorial  and  the 
Reply  upon  the  table  ? 

The  MARQCE88  OP  HARTINGTON 
said,  that  no  Memorial  signed  by  the  Offi- 
eera of  the  Military  Store  Department  as 
a  body  had  been  received.  He  might  also 
state  that  no  such  Memorial  would  be 
received.  It  was  contrary  to  the  principles 
of  discipline  to  allow  sneh  a  Memorial 
signed  oolleotively  to  be  preaeated.  A  Me- 
morial, however,  had  been  reonved  from 
individual  Store  OflbMrs  representing  their 
grievances*  and  waa  still  nnder  considera- 
tion. The  prineipd  grievaoee  oomplained 
of  was  want  of  piiHnotioa,  and  stagnation 
of  progress;  bat  that  had  arisen,  as  far  as 
be  was  aware,  from  exceptional  cironm- 
stanoes.  It  wonld  not  be  deeurable  to 
coumnnieate  to  the  House  any  eorrespon- 
dence  which  had  taken  place  hetweei  the 
Sir  JatMt  EljthiMUm 


War  Departnoent  and  indiridnal  Store 
Offieera;  bnt,  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  wished 
for  further  information  he  should  be  happy 
to  give  it  in  Committee  en  the  Army  Esti- 
mates. 

SUPPLY. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 

ViscouHT  PALMERSTON:  Sir,  I 
would  beg  respectfully  to  sobmit  to  hon. 
Members  who  have  upon  the  paper  notices 
preliminary  to  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply  the  public  iuoonvenience  arising 
from  the  indefinate  postponement  of  dis- 
cussion upon  the  great  heads  of  the  public 
service.  The  Navy  Estimates  stand  for 
to-day,  and  notice  was  given  of  them  a 
week  ago,  but  we  were  proTcnted  twice 
from  hrmging  them  on.  It  would  really  be 
a  great  eonvenienee  to  the  public  serriee 
if  Bon.  Gentlemen  would  permit  my  noble 
Friend  (Lord  Clarence  Paget)  to  make  bis 
statement.  Hon.  Memb^  must  remem- 
ber that  they  have  ample  opportanitiea  on 
Fridays  by  the  practice  of  the  House  for 
Motions  upon  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply,  f  woold  therefore  submit  that 
they  should  permit  the  Navy  Estimates  to 
come  on  this  evening. 

RAILWAY  ACCIDENTS. 
OBSBRTATIOira. 

Ma.  BENTINCK,  who  had  given  uotiee 
of  a  Motioa  upon  this  subjeet  said,  as  hia 
name  stood  first  upon  the  list,  he  must 
state  in  reply  to  the  appeal  of  the  noble 
Lord  that  nothing  could  give  him  more 
regret  than  to  do  anything  which  might 
appear  discourteous  to  the  noble  Lord  or 
to  those  who  had  the  conduct  of  the  pub- 
lic business.  But  he  must  beg  to  difier 
fnmi  the  noble  Lord  as  to  the  propriety  of 
hoD.  Members  losing  their  rights.  The 
noble  Lord  had  said  that  hon.  Members 
who  wished  to  bring  forward  Motions  re- 
lating to  other  subjects  had  an  ample 
opportunity  of  doing  so.  But  the  nobl« 
Lord  was  under  a  misconception,  for  sinoa 
the  change  was  made  in  eondueting  thji 
business  of  the  House,  and  Friday  waa 
assigned  to  private  Members,  they  had  no 
security  for  being  able  to  bring  on  their 
Motions.  In  numberless  instances  the 
House  had  been  counted  out  on  such 
ooeaaiona.    He  should,  therefore,  prooeed 

with  ti»  Motion  of  whic|rhe.h|ui|givm 
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notiee.  The  Babjeel  to  whieli  he  vu 
Mziom  to  eall  atteation  wu  one  which 
oertMilf  did  not  poieeas  anj  great  poli- 
tieal  inteffeet.  um  therefore,  wodd  net 
excite  nnofa  feeHng  within  that  Honte. 
But  it  was  OM  npon  whioh  mat  auietj 
waa  Mt  throughout  tha  length  and  hreadtfa 
of  the  land.  The  freqnent  oeearraBee  of 
aeoidanta  in  nulway  trarelling  waa  a  anh- 
jeet  whieh  aioited  the  greatest  peasiUo 
intereat,  and  the  prerailug  feeling  of  in- 
seonritjr  was  very  much  on  the  increue. 
Nor  conld  it  be  said  that  thoM  who  com- 
plained might  aroid  the  liabilitj  to  acci- 
dent 1^  reusing  to  travel  on  railwaja,  for 
railways  had  monopoliacd  the  whole  system 
of  trarelling,  and  had  l^t  no  other  means 
of  locomotion  open.  Everybody  was  com* 
polled  to  travel  by  railway.  Heat  people^ 
too,  believed  that  the  niajnity  of  railway 
aceideota  might  be  prevented  by  tho  adop- 
tion Tery  simple  and  eaay  means;  and 
what  the  oonntry  eom^Mned  oi  waa  that 
these  preoantiooB  were  net  adopted,  and 
that  there  waa  no  power  to  enfbree  them. 
A  Committee  of  thia  Hoase.  over  wludi 
he  had  preaided,  iavestigated  the  whole 
anhjeot  aome  yeara  ago*  examining  all 
the  higliest  railway  anthoritiea  in  the 
kingdom,  and  devoting  many  months  to 
the  inquiry.  They  reported  to  this  e£Feet — 
"  It  ii  therefore  the  ojrfnioii  of  the  Coaunit- 
tM  thai  it  is  toonatbnit  on  tks  Bond  of  Trade 
to  applr  to  Parliament  fcr  looh  fbrthsr  powers 
as  might  snable  them  to  carry  oat  the  reoom- 
mendstlona  which  the  Committee  believed  to  be 
oalonlated  to  diminish  the  nnmber  of  r^wv 
aecidents." 

With  one  or  two  trifling  exceptions,  how- 
ever, none  of  the  recomtnendatioDS  of  the 
Committee  had  been  carried  out ;  and 
though  the  eoantry  waa  always  hang  told 
that  aometiiiog  wonid  he  done,  nothing, 
in  faot,  had  Men  done.  He  was  at  pre- 
sent perfectly  aeqnahited  with  the  views 
of  his  right  hon.  Priend  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  npon  that  subject, 
and  he  thought  he  could  give  to  the 
arguments  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  against 
the  Motion  the  most  complete  answer.  Tbe 
first,  and  what  he  might  call  the  "  great 
Btook-in-trade"  argument  of  his  right  hon. 
Friend,  was  that  they  ought  not  to  inter- 
fere in  the  matter,  because  if  they  did 
they  would  destroy  the  responnbility  of 
railway  directors.  Now,  that  was  an 
argnment  whieh  in  his  (Ur.  Beottnck's) 
opinieo  wbb  entirely  inapplioahla  in  the 
preaent  enae.  It  waa  not  poaaihie  to  prove 
that  by  ioTeating  aome  d^artment  of  the 
Btata  with  povera  to  ibbiw  eertain  lagula- 


tiona  for  tht  eonduot  of  railway  traiBe,  you 
would  in  any  way  diminish  the  responsibi- 
lity of  railway  directors.  So  far  from  this* 
you  would  thereby  add  greatly  to  suoh 
responsibility,  beoanse  in  addition  to  the  v»« 
rions  preoantiena  w)aA  railway  Boarda  now 
tQ<A,  new  preoanlMBa  wmM  be  eBlbrced  hj 
the  Oovemmoit.  Another  argument  waa^ 
that  the  heavy  penaltiea  to  whioh  rwlwaji 
companies  were  anljeoted  in  the  paymmt 
of  damages  for  aceidenta  oconrring  on 
their  respective  lines  were  perfect^  suffi- 
cient to  insure  the  adoption  u  evwy  posu- 
bla  precaution.    No  doubt  these  penaltiea 
were  vary  large.    But  the  argument  that 
they  were  sufficient  was  entirely  disposed 
of  by  the  fact  that  in  the  last  yrar  thej 
had  increased  in  the  ratio  of  50  per  cent. 
It  should  also  be  remembered  tiiat  these  pe> 
nalties  re^esented  nothing  like  the  money 
annually  paid  by  the  eompanies  aa  oom- 
peuaationa  fer  nulway  aeoidenta.  What 
tho  awna  paid  in  ooatpromised  cases  really 
were  he  did  not  know;  but  he  believed 
they  were  pretty  nearly  aa  large  aa  tboae 
awarded  by  jvnea*  uhI  perhaps  even  were 
in  excess  of  them.   Tliere  waa  anothar 
important  aapeot  of  that  qneaticA.  A 
:  mwicai  gentleman,  whose  attention  had 
been  directed  to  the  subject,  and  whose 
work  bad  been  sent  the  other  day  to  him 
(Mr.  Bentinok),  stated  that  many  persons 
who  were  at  first  supposed  to  liave  sus- 
tained no  injury  from  railway  accidents 
were  afterwords  ascertained  to  have  suf- 
fered from  the  eflects  of  concussions  even 
more  severely  than  people  whoso  cases  had 
originally  attraeted  considerable  notice.  It 
followed,  therefore,  that  there  were  many 
aeetdenta  ariung  out  of  railway  travelling 
whieh  did  not  appear  in  ai^  Betnm,  that 
serions  eonaoqneucea  often  arose,  and 
though,  in  the  first  instance,  no  damage 
waa  anppoaed  to  be  done.    Thia  resulted 
from  ecHluion,  and  though  no  honea  might 
be  broken,  very  serious  injotr  from  concus- 
sions frequendy  ensued.    He  would  now 
refer  to  what  appeared  t«  him  a  most 
untenable  argument  put  forward  by  his 
right  hon.  Friend  against  any  interference 
with  railways.  His  right  hon.  Friend  stated 
the  large  number  of  persons  travelling 
annually  by  railway,  and  then  added  that 
out  of  that  nnmher  only  a  small  portion 
were  killed.    Nevertheless,  if  it  could  bo 
shown  that  that  peroentage,  however  small, 
could  ba  reduoea  by  the  adoption  of  cwiain 
preeantiona,  it  beeame  the  duty  of  tha 
Qovemment  to  see  that  tboae  nrceantioBB 
were  adopted.  TbaniiffMb^ltot^Om 
3  0  2  ^ 
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of  aoeldenta  which  never  found  its  way 
into  the  Reports ;  namelj,  the  accidentB 
to  the  actual  serraDts  employed  by  the 
railway  companies.  It  had  heen  stated  to 
him  by  a  Uember  of  that  Honse,  actively 
employed  in  the  management  of  one  of  the 
grwtesk  railw»y  eompames,  that  within  a 
very  short  space  of  time  nineteen  of  Uie 
company's  servants  had  been  killed,  and 
fort^-five  wonnded  in  the  perfonnanee  of 
their  dn^  on  the  line.  These  aceidenta 
aroae  horn  the  termiid  Btationi  baring  to 
fittle  spaee  and  standing  room  that  the 
rwlway  servants  were  liable  to  he  mn  over 
and  cat  to  pieces.  The  Gentleman  who 
made  that  statement  to  him  admitted  that 
tiie  stations  in  qnestion  ought  to  be  eolai^ed, 
but  added,  that  at  the  alteration  would  cost 
£20,000,  and  would  consequently  dimi- 
nish the  dividends,  the  shareholdera  would 
eomplain.  The  director  of  another  great 
line  told  him  very  much  the  same  thing 
only  yesterday,  observing  that  the  adopUon 
of  oertun  precautions  wonid  tend  very 
greatly  to  diminish  the  number  of  aooi- 
dents,  hut  that  it  would  also  diminish  the 
diridends,  and  then  the  shareholders  would 
torn  onl  the  duwolors,  and  appmnt  others 
to  replaee  them.  It  oame,  then,  to  a 
question  money,  ud  a  certain  amomt 
is  blood  was  to  he  sacrifioed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  saving  railway  shareholdera  from  a 
certain  degree  of  expense;  and  it  was  for 
the  Honse  to  consider  whether  they  ooght 
not  to  compel  railway  companies  to  adopt 
reasonable  precautions  for  the  security  of 
life,  although  these  companies  should 
thereby  incur  an  increased  expenditure. 
There  waa  one  point  in  respect  to  which 
tiie  present  state  of  the  law  was  anoma- 
lous, and  he  might  almost  say  absurd. 
Before  a  railway  eould  be  opened  for  the 
purpose  of  traffic  it  most  he  inspected  and 
certified  to  be  safe  by  an  engineer  from 
the  Board  of  Trade;  but,  afterwards,  when 
onee  the  line  was  opened,  all  ftirther 
power  of  intOTferenoe  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  ceased.  The  moment  their 
certificate  was  granted  neither  they  nor 
any  other  public  body  eould  in  the  light- 
est degree  interfere  for  the  protection  of 
the  lives  of  travellers.  That  was  an  ano- 
maly which  he  (Ur.  Bentinck)  proposed 
to  remove  by  the  first  portion  of  his  Reso- 
lution. When  an  accident  occurred  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  no  power  to  institute 
an  inquiry  respecting  it.  Railway  direc- 
tors, it  was  true,  offered  no  opposition  to 
inqiuEiea  reapeeting  aewdents,  but  he  con* 
taaded  that  ^l«^t  not  to  be  the  oondi- 
Xr.Bmtmek 


tion  of  thnigB,  and  that  some  department 
of  the  Government  should  have  full  and 
ample  power  to  institute  such  inquiries ; 
and  the  intention  of  the  first  part  of  the 
Resolution  he  meant  to  move  was  to  carry 
out  that  view.  If  a  few  nmi^e  precautions 
had  been  adopted  there  was  good  reason 
to  believe  that  many  serious  aeddoita 
which  had  occurred  mi^t  have  been  pre- 
vented. If  that  were  so,  and  those  pre- 
cautions were  not  enforced,  a  very  grave 
responsibility  devolved  on  the  House  and 
the  Govenunent.  There  was  not  one 
reasonable  precaution  for  preventing  these 
accidents  which  might  not  be  adopted  by 
railway  companies  at  a  moderate  expense, 
and  therefore  it  could  hardly  be  contended 
that  the  lives  and  limbs  of  the  travelUog 
public  should  continue  to  be  sacrificed  ivt 
the  sole  purpose  of  increasing  the  divi- 
dends of  these  companies.  Ho  would  not 
go  into  the  minuto  details,  but  what  he 
asked  for  waa  prospective  Ic^IaUon;  that 
aeeurity  for  inqmrj,  and  that  means  of 
suppressing  mid-practices  which  did  not 
now  exist.  He  wonted  the  Board  of  Trade, 
or  some  other  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  take  means  to  lessen  the  proba- 
bility of  future  aeindents.  Omission  of 
dut^  on  the  part  <tf  railway  companies  w 
thar  agents,  had  led  to  aoeidente.  and  he 
wanted  the  Government  to  say  to  the 
railway  companies,  "You  shall  enforce 
certain  precautions."  As  to  the  second 
part  of  the  Resolution  a  strong  responsibi- 
lity rested  with  the  Qovernment.  The 
question  to  he  decided  was  whether  the 
Govemmeot  would  allow  the  continuance 
of  a  state  of  things  which  caused  annu- 
ally a  great  sacrilee  of  human  life,  and 
many  broken  limbs,  occasioned  by  the 
desire  to  increase  dividends.  He  trusted 
that  the  Honse  of  Commons  would  not 
sanction  this  state  of  things.  He  was 
not  making  a  charge  aj^nst  railway  di- 
rectors, who  had  the  ^fficnlt  task  to  per^ 
form  of  protecting  the  publie  on  the  one 
hand,  and  giving  satisfaethm  to  the  shwe- 
holdera  on  the  other ;  but  his  opinion 
was,  that  a  large  body  of  the  railvay 
directors  were  in  favour  of  the  powers 
which  he  proposed  to  grant.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  not  be  carried  away  by  the 
arguments  of  his  right  boo.  Friend  or  of 
the  able  men  who  filled  the  office  of  railway 
directors,  but  would  perform  the  doty  which 
they  owed  to  almost  every  man,  woman, 
and  child  in  the  kingdom  by  taking  those 
steps  to  ensure  the  public  ssJ^y  for  which 
tbsy  mnat  he  heI4:ip|^«frOOgle 
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Mr.    JACKSON,  in    Beoondiog  the 
—      Amendment,  tbonght  adivided  reBponaibilitj 
r-  ;     one  of  the  wont  evils  that  oould  ezUt  in 
this  matter.    The  GoTerament  would  not 
_j      take  npon  themselveB  aoj responsibilitj For 
....        the  management  of  the  railways,  and  yet 
they  claimed  the  power  of  OTerriding  them. 
^         A  line  could  hardly  be  opened  without  their 
eoDsent,  and  they  sent  down  men  to  inspect 
railways  who  bad  never  aausted  in  the 
\  ^  .    making  of  a  single  mile — patting  inex- 
'  ^  ^    perieaoed  men  over  men  who  were  experi- 
enoed.   Bnt  while  they  assumed  all  that 
power  they  deelined  to  adopt  any  responsi- 
^     bility,  and  the  publio  did  not  know  to  whom 
they  were  to  look.    It  seemed  to  him 
siogolar  that  the  Board  of  Trade  should 
'     be  averse  to  do  that  by  law  which  they  at 
•        present  did  illegally. 
-  ' .      Amendment  proposedf 
^    '       To  lft»Te  oot  from  the  word  "  That"  to  the 
s  ^    «nd  of  the  qoeation.  in  order  to  add  the  wordi  "  io 
,  ^  -  eoiueqaenoeorthefreqnenexaodoftbeinoreaBiDg 
nnmbflr  of  Aocidonti  cm  Railmn,  and  the  ab- 
'  ^  ,    S0n«e  of  anjr  power  in  the  ezseotm  Oorernment 
*  "  '    to  interfere  for  their  better  prerention,  it  is,  in 
Z  '•        the  opinion  of  this  House,  desirable  that  power 
^  should  be  Tested  b^  Aot  of  Parliunent  m  the 

^  ^  Board  of  Trsde,  or  in  some  other  Department  of 
"  4  the  Oovemment,  to  institute  an  inqnirj  into  the 
—  ^  oanses  of  any  aooidenta  whioh  nu;  oooor  on 
^  ^  Railways,  with  powers  to  call  for  all  papers  and 
,  ^  to  examine  witnesses  on  oath ;  and  uat  powers 
"  .  f  should  be  Tested  in  saoh  Department  to  frame 
'  and  issue  from  time  to  time  any  regulations  for 

'-"^     the  conduct  of  the  traffic  on  Railways  whioh  it 
may  deem  necessary  for  the  safety  and  oouto- 
'  nienoe  of  the  public  ;  and  that  all  Companies  or 

.       persons  enssgod  in  tlie  eoadact  of  Railway  trafBc 
shall  be  bound  to  adltere  to  saeh  regolations 
^  4   nnder  soch  penalUes  as  maj  be  presmbed  by 
f  Aet of  Partiamftnt,"-(^^^0>^^} 

r^"",  —instead  thexwf. 
^   P      Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
^  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

=^  Mr.  THOMPSON  ^beliefed,  that  there 

was  nothing  which  railway  direotors  had  so 
3*  ranch  at  heart  as  the  prcTeotion  of  aooi- 
'■^^y  dents  i  and  if  he  thought  one  serious 
^  ^1  accident  would  be  prevented  by  thai 
'  ^jJ^*'  would  give  it  his  mosteoklial 

i^^^f  support.    Instead,  however,  of  its  doing 
^  $  that,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the 
^  ^$  firstpartoftheReaidtttionwaBunDeoessary, 
ft***^  I  and  that  the  second  would  be  mischievous. 
"frfD^  The  first  part  was  unnecessary  because  the 
Board  of  Trade  now  hsd  and  constantly 
exercised  the  power  of  instituting  inquiry 
'     Aii^       cases  of  accidents  and  of  calling  for 
^'^^ a^'  P*P*rB'  second  part,  requiring  the 

^  Bmrd  of  Trade  to  frame  regolations  for 
'ssW^  tlie  lunagement  of  railways,  would  be 


mischievous,  because  it  would  lead  to  a 
divided  responsibility,  which  must  inevitably 
increase  the  number  of  accidents.  The 
result  would  be  that  when  the  regulations 
were  issued  there  would  be  a  conflict  of 
authority  on  the  ooourrenoe  of  an  aooident, 
those  who  were  concerned  in  it  throwing 
the  blame  npon  the  regulations,  and  the 
Board  of  Trade  in  tnm,  naturally  saying 
that  the  blame  rested  with  those  who  had 
not  carried  them  oot  properly.  The  wisest 
course  was  to  keep  the  nill  responsibility 
on  the  companies  ;  but,  speaking  merely 
as  a  direetor,  he  would  be  extremely  glad 
if  the  Board  of  Trade  undertook  the  re- 
sponsibility of  making  regulations  for  the 
prevention  of  accidents.  He  should  be 
happy  to  give  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Norfolk  an  order  enabling  htm  to  travel  a 
few  miles  on  an  engine  where  there  was  a 
good  number  of  crossings  and  junctions, 
and  if  the  hon.  Oentleman  would  only  look 
at  the  working  of  a  line  in  that  way,  and 
would  spend  a  few  hours  in  that  part  of  a 
crowded  station  where  the  work  was  done, 
be  would  soon  become  eonvinced  that  to 
meet  the  ever<varyii^  requirements  of 
railway  traffic  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  those  who  hod  to  manage  and  control 
that  traffic  should  have  power  to  alter  th^ 
regulations  so  as  to  adapt  them  to  eircnm- 
stances.  On  these  grounds,'  then,  and 
remembering  also  that  a  Royal  Commission 
wonld  shortly  issue  to  consider  many  im- 
portant points  connected  with  railway 
management,  it  was  to  he  hoped  that  the 
House  would  negative  that  Resolution  and 
leave  responsibility  where  it  now  was,  and 
where  alone  it  could  safely  rest. 

Sib  FREDERIC  SMITH  said,  that  as 
far  back  as  1841  the  question  had  been  be- 
fore the  House.  It  was  gravely  considered, 
and  a  Select  Committee  was  appointed  to 
ascertain  whether  or  not  it  waa  desirable 
that  the  Qovemment  should  exercise  control 
over  the  railways.  Mr.  Lahouchere,  now 
Lord  Taunton,  woa  then  at  the  Bourd  of 
Trade,  and  was  of  opinion  that  that  power 
ahonld  be  vested  in  his  department.  Being 
himself  at  that  time  Inspector  General  of 
Railways,  and  the  first  officer  appointed  to 
that  post,  he  was  himself  also  then  of 
opinion  that  power  should  be  vested,  as  now 
proposed  by  his  hon.  Friend,  in  the  Board 
of  Trade.  The  proposition  was,  however, 
opposed  by  the  Stephensons,  the  Brunels, 
and  all  the  leading  men  of  that  day  oon- 
nected  with  railways,  and  after  a  long 
investigation  it  waa  the  opinion  of  the 
Oommftteo,  which  wn^^<S^^&gie 
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•f  the  oiMt  diitiogoufaed  Hembm  ttf  the 
L«giilat«r«.  aiioh  «  Sir  Bobwi  FoeU  Sir 
James  GnhMa.  Lwd  OruriHe  Somenet, 
ho.t  prerided  over  by  the  pment  Doke 
Somerset,  Ihii  it  wu  Terj  undesir- 
nble  te  iDterfnv  with  the  oontFol  of 
the  woiUng  of  the  railways  io  aoj  man- 
ner. Sinoe  the  Committee  had  made  its 
Report,  the  eompanies  had  shown  ererj 
disposition  to  acquiesce  in  the  sagges- 
tioos  of  the  Board  of  Trade ;  and  look- 
iag  at  the  imMenso  amount  of  capital 
which  was  lavested  m  rMlways,  the  vast 
iatereak  which  the  pn^metors  bad  at  stake, 
and  the  ntensin  experieaee  which  the 
nanagers  possessed,  it  seemed  verj  qoes- 
tionaUe  to  him  whether  anj  officers  of 
flBgineers^  however  taleoted,  would  be  able 
to  isme  r^ulaaoaa  that  woold  he  better 
than  those  ah«adjr  in  force.  No  doubt  in 
the  eariy  days  of  railways  Uie  snggestions 
made  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  were 
discussed  very  frankly  with  engineers  and 
directors  of  companies,  led  to  great  good, 
and  sound  regulations  were  established  by 
the  different  railway  companies.  But  it 
would  be  much  more  difficult  for  a  public 
department  with  officers  constantly  chan- 
png  to  establish  sound  regulations,  and,to 
take  on  itself  the  great  responsibility  that 
at  present  rested  entirely  on  railway  com- 
panies. Engineers  were  very  competent 
to  deoide  m  to  die  •oundness  and  safety 
vi  a  rwlway,  but  it  was  a  diffsrent  matter 
to  call  on  them  to  say  Iwhat  regalations 
should  be  adowted  to  prevent  aoeidenta. 
The  Board  of  Trade  would  take  <m  itself  a 
great  nspwisibiUty  if  the  Oovemmeot 
adopted  this  Motioo.  To  a  certain  extent 
he  agreed  with  his  ben.  Friend  ^at  there 
ought  to  be  power  to  eiamine  on  oath  and 
to  call  for  papers,  but  when  he  came  to  the 
issuing  of  regulations  for  the  guidance  of 
railways  he  did  not  think  they  were  com- 
petent to  that.  They  bad  not  a  staff  to 
carry  it  oat.  Tbey  would  almost  require 
an  officer  of  engineers  on  ereiy  railway  in 
the  kingdom  to  see  its  daily  working.  For 
how  did  aoeidonts  arise  T  Not  from  w«it 
of  system,  or  vqij  rarely  so,  hot  from  some 
laxity  in  the  persons  employed.  The  men 
employed  were  genetaliy  well  calcolated 
for  the  work,  bat  sometimes  tbey  were 
overworked,  and  men  were  naturuly  leu 
on' the  alert  at  one  time  than  at  another. 
Then  there  was  the  great  amount  of  traffic- 
Accidents  prabably  could  not  be  altogether 
prevented,  and  though  th«r  number  might 
perhaps  be  lessened,  it  most  be  by  using 
gTMter  vigilance  and  eautioo,  and  not  1^ 
Sir  Ihdtric  SmitA 


the  adoption  of  any  r^nlatians  audi  aadie 
Govenment  woidd  be  likely  to  iaane.  At 
any  rate,  he  did  not  think  the  rqgnla* 
tioos  of  the  Board  of  Trade  would  have 
that  result,  and  when  an  aeoideat  oecnrred 
caused  by  adherence  to  the  r^ulatioas  of 
the  Board  the  Government  would  appear  to 
hare  undertaken  an  enormous  responubility. 
Wlien  an  accident  now  oecorred  the  rail- 
way company  had  heavy  chai;ges  to  meet. 
There  waa  the  cost  of  the  carriages 
destroyed,  the  destruction  of  the  rosd.  the 
loss  of  traffic,  and  the  oompensatson  to  the 
sufferers.  These  were  equivalent  to  a 
heavy  fine,  and  nothing  more  could  be  done 
than  to  levy  a  fine  if  ibe  regulations  issued 
by  the  Board  were  broken.  Why  take 
on  themselves  the  respouubility  of  doing 
in  a  great  degree  the  work  of  the  railway 
eompanies  f  The  nulway  eompanies  were 
bonnd  to  eoosider  what  waa  snffieient  for 
the  public,  and  what  was  most  eeonomioal 
for  thMBselves.  The  prevention  ttf  aed- 
dents  was,  afiber  all.  the  aMwt  eeoooweal 
system  of  mam^iement.  He  eonld  aet 
support  the  Motion  of  his  hon.  Friend. 

W  UILNEK  GIBSON  said,  his  hon. 
Friend  had  not  quite  eonreotly  represented 
die  responsibility  whi^  was  tww  noder- 
taken  by  the  Bmrd  of  Trade  in  referenee 
to  railways.  The  Board  of  Trade  did  not 
sanction  or  make  itself  responsible  that 
any  raSway  was  as  perfect  as  it  oeuld  be 
previoos  to  the  opemng.  AH  it  did  was 
this — to  send  an  inspeetiog  officer,  who  wes 
to  npwt  as  to  the  eondition  the  per- 
manut  way,  leeoourtave  power,  and  so  oat 
and  if  ^  Board  of  Ttmde  Hwaght  on  that 
Report  there  wn  sotfh  an  anwvnt  of  dangsr 
to  the  public  that  the  line  ought  not  to  be 
opened,  they  prevented  its  heiogepeaed  for 
public  trafie.  If  they  did  nothing  on  the 
Inspector's  Report  the  line  would  be  opened 
as  a  matter  of  course.  With  regard  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  undertaking  to  moko 
particular  regulations  for  the  traffic  on  rail- 
ways be  thought  tlie  remarks  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Officer  who  had  just  sat  down 
ought  to  have  waght.  The  hon.  and  gal> 
lant  Officer  spoke  with  authority,  for  he 
had  experience  as  one  of  the  ftrat  Inspeo- 
tors  Oenwal  of  Bwlwaya;  he,  thoraforo, 
knew  what  power  a  Qovernment  Defuirt- 
ment  eould  nsefolly  exercise  wiUi  reforenoe 
to  the  reguIaUon  of  the  traffic  on  railwaya. 
With  regard  to  the  first  part  of  tlie  Motion 
of  his  hon.  Friend,  he  thought  it  was  an- 
neeessaij  that  on  the  occasion  of  every 
accident  a  public  inquiry  should  take  ^eo 
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would  nndw  neoesMry  the  creation  of  an 
ezpenaire  and  tronUeBeme  maohinerj  with- 
out anj  adequate  public  object  in  riew.  It 
eoold  not  be  deni»d  that  the  sjBtem  of  in- 
quiries at  present  pursued  was  suecessfal 
■0  far  as  asoertainuig  the  cause  of  every 
aooident.  The  present  might  or  might  not 
in  the  opinion  of  some  be  a  bad  mode  of 
proeedure,  but  as  a  matter  ^  fact,  looking 
at  the  resolts*  the;  found  that  the  Inspec- 
tors arrived  at  what  was  desired— namely, 
the  cause  of  the  accident.  Whenever  an 
accideut  occurred  the  Board  of  Trade  sent 
down  skilled  and  disioterested  persons — 
the  Inspectors  of  Railways,  who  examined 
into  the  matter  in  their  own  way;  they  hod 
a  right  to  look  at  the  permanent  way,  and 
at  aJl  the  rolling  stock  of  the  company. 
They  got  from  the  railway  company  any 
information  they  required  (such  informa- 
tion had  never  been  denied);  they  made 
tlieir  Report*  which  wm  sent  to  the  rail- 
way company,  thus  giving  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  repWing  to  the  statements  that 
had  been  made,  and  also  of  taking  the  pre- 
eautiona  that  might  appear  to  be  neoessary 
in  eonseqnenoe  of  the  aooident  and  the 
inqniry.  That  Report  was  afterwards  laid 
OS  the  table  and  published.  He  could 
ooncMve  no  better  plan  than  the  send- 
ing of  skilled  and  disinterested  persons  to 
make  inquiries  in  all  cases  of  accident,  and 
to  publish  tho  results,  so  as  to  bring  public 
opinion  to  hear  on  railway  companies,  and 
compel  them  to  take  what  appeared  to 
he  necessary  precautions.  It  was  said  that 
Railway  Inspectors  did  this  by  order  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  withont  a  distinct  aotho- 
rity  from  any  Act  of  Parliament.  It  might 
be  tme  that  these  Railway  Inspectors  were 
not  authorised  by  an^  Act  of  Parliament 
to  make  theexamioations  whioh  were  made 
whenever  aqy  accident  took  place  i  but, 
neverUieleBs,  he  thought  it  was  clear  that 
Parliament  had  contemplated  snob  inqui- 
ries, heeanse  it  was  enacted  that  after  every 
aooident  a  Report  should  be  made  to  the 
Board  of  Trade.  It  was  ftirtber  enacted 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  should  have  power 
to  send  Inspectors  to  examine  into  tho  state 
of  any  railway  at  any  time  the  Board  should 
think  6t,  and  the  two  enactments  together 
—that  there  should  be  a  Repwt  in  the  ease 
of  every  accident,  and  that  Inspectors  should 
have  powers  to  examine  into  the  state  of  any 
railway— led  to  the  inference  that  Parlia- 
ment must  have  oontemplated  tiiese  in- 
inqniries.  These  inquiries  were  conducted 
from  that  view  of  tho  state  of  the  law,  and 
it  was  his  belief  that  tliey  had  been  pro- 


ductive of  very  great  benefit,  and  nothing 
would  be  more  unadrisable  than  to  inter- 
fere at  this  time  with  what  was  now  going 
on.  Why  put  oompulsion  oo  the  railway 
directors  when  they  were  found  voluntarily 
coming  forward  to  give  the  informaUon  re- 
quired ?  His  htiiel  was,  if  they  estab- 
lished the  coorse  of  procedure  recommend- 
ed by  his  hen.  Friend  (Hr.  Bentinck) — 
a  sort  of  public  inquest,  with  all  the  wit- 
nesses examined  on  oath,  counsel  being 
probably  employed  on  one  side  and  tho 
other — difficulties  would  be  thrown  in  the 
way  by  railway  companies,  who  would 
look  on  such  as  a  sort  of  prosecution ; 
and  after  all,  tbey  might  not  reach  what 
they  now  arrived  at— the  real  cause  of 
the  accident  which  occurred.  There  was 
another  reason  why  he  thought  they 
should  not  adopt  the  Resolution  of  his 
bon.  Friend.  It  had  been  stated  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Whitby 
(Mr.  Thompson)  that  there  was  to  be  a 
Royal  Comrnission  to  inquire  into  the  rail- 
way system  of  the  connUy.  The  primary 
object  of  that  Royal  Commiauon  nndoobt- 
edly  was  not  to  inqvire  into  the  qnestion 
of  providing  for  the  public  safoty;  bat  when 
his  hon.  Friend  saw  the  terms  m  the  Order 
of  Reference  he  would  find  that  the  Com- 
mission was  distinctly  directed  to  report 
their  opmiou  as  to  whether,  by  an;  change 
of  the  law  or  otherwise,  it  might  be  pos- 
sible to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
safety  of  public  traffic  on  the  railways.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  premature,  at  this 
moment,  at  any  rate,  for  the  House  to 
agree  to  such  a  Resolution  as  that  moved 
by  his  hon.  Friend,  and  fae  hoped  that 
itself,  vrithont  going  furthw  into  the  argn- 
roent,  would  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  him 
to  give  why  the  Oo^emment  eoold  not  con- 
sent to  this  Resolutioit.  Hfl  thought  hia 
hou.  Friend  had  done  good  in  having  turned 
his  attention  to  the  snhjeet  of  railway  acci- 
dents, because  inquiry  had  excited  an  amount 
of  public  notice  which  could  not  fail  to  in- 
fluence to  a  considerable  extent  the  action 
of  railway  directors  throughout  the  country. 
He  could  not,  however,  at  all  concur  in  the 
idea  that  a  GoTernment  Department  could 
with  advantage  lay  down  any  detailed 
regulations  for  the  conduct,  of  railway 
traffic.  Whatever  it  could  do  in  that  direc- 
tion most  be  very  general  in  its  character, 
and  he  hoped  that  his  hon.  Friend  would 
under  the  circumstances,  be  satisfied  with 
the  ^tement  which  he  bad  made,  and  not 
press  bis  Jf  otion  to  a  division. 

Mb.  LEFROT  thought,  that-tho  public 
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mast  feel  deeply  indebted  to  his  hon. 
Friend  for  bringiog  this  aubject  before  the 
House.  At  the  ume  time  he  (Mr.  Lefroj) 
tmated  that  the  expluation  given  by  the 
Praiident  of  the  Board  of  Trade  would 
remove  any  idea  from  the  mind  of  bis  hoo. 
Friend  of  dividing  the  House  upon  his 
Motion.  That  explanation,  as  regarded 
the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Commisaion — 
by  means  of  which  he  trusted  that  the 
doubt  and  uncertainty  at  present  existing, 
as  to  the  occurrence  of  Railway  accidents 
would  be  removed — a  Royal  Commission 
to  inquire  into  the  whole  matter  was  most 
■atisfactory.  Although,  speaking  gene- 
rally, he  was  opposed  to  a  divided  responsi 
bility,  nevertheless,  in  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  present  case,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  por- 
tion of  responsibilitr  should  be  east  upon 
lome  Department  of  the  Oovemment. 

Mr.  RICHARD  HODGSON  observed, 
that  one  of  the  statements  of  bit  bon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  West  Norfolk  was 
almost  incredible,  namely,  that,  as  be  had 
been  informed,  no  less  than  nineteen  of 
the  servants  of  a  partioular  railway  com- 
pany had  been  killed  and  forty-five  rail- 
way servants  bad  been  wounded,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  numbers  of  accidents 
which  had  occurred,  occasioned  by  the 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  company  to 
make  arrangements,  and  afford  proper 
aeeommodation  at  a  particular  junction  and 
terminus,  and  that  a  snm  of  £20.000 
would  bave  been  sufficient  to  have  removed 
the  cause  of  those  disasters.  Now,  until 
he  heard  the  name  of  the  company  and 
the  plaee  where  the  accidents  happened, 
he  (Hr,  Hodgson)  must  witbold  his  belief 
from  the  possibility  of  such  a  statement 
being  true.  He  could -not  believe  that  any 
hoard  of  directors  would  run  the  risk  of 
such  a  number  of  accidents  for  the  sake  of 
an  expenditure  of  £20,000  to  improve 
any  station  or  junction.  He  for  one  should 
have  no  objection  to  such  an  alteration  in 
the  law  as  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Nor- 
folk suggested,  provided  that  the  Board  of 
Trade,  in  issuing  their  regulations  for 
the  eondoct  of  ^e  railway  traffic,  would 
also  assume  the  responsibility  of  any 
accidents  occurring  in  consequence.  He 
believed,  however,  that  such  a  system, 
instead  of  preventing  aecidents,  would 
tend  greatly  to  increase  their  number. 
With  regard  to  the  preliminary  investi- 
gation proposed  to  be  made  by  the  officers 
sent  down  fay  the  Qoveroment  in  the  case 
of  aecidents,  it  i^peared  to  him  that 

ifr.  Xc/^ 


if  power  were  j^ven  to  the  officers  to  ad- 
minister oaths,  tmth  would  be  more  seldom 
elioted  than  at  present  under  the  inquiries 
which  were  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 
The  inquiry  in  such  a  ease  would  assume 
all  the  fiaatures  of  a  trial  by  law,  and  it 
would  be  the  interest  of  all  persons  impli- 
cated to  conceal  the  truth ;  wbereas  the 
examinations  of  the  Board  of  Trade  In- 
spectors frequently  elicited  faeta  which 
were  readily  made  the  ground  of  subse- 
quent actions  at  law  for  damages  against 
the  companies,  and  at  the  trials  the  evi- 
dence both  of  the  witnesses  before  the 
Inspectors,  and  of  the  Inspectors  them- 
selves, was  available.  Upon  these  grounds 
he  was  prepared  to  vote  against  the 
entire  proposition  of  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  he  trusted  that  the  House  vroald 
never  sanetion  the  principle  that  a  GoTcm- 
ment  Department  should  intwfere  with 
the  intwnal  arrangements  of  railways, 
unless  it  was  also  proposed  to  accept  the 
responsibility  of  securing  the  public  agwnst 
accidents. 

Hb.  BENTINCK  said,  that  after  the 
statement  made  by  his  right  hon.  Friend 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr. 
Mllner  Gibson)  to  the  effect  that  this 
question  would  be  considered  by  a  Royal 
Commission  which  was  about  to  issue,  he 
would  not  trouble  the  House  by  diriding. 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Question,'* 
pat,  and  agrud  lo. 

WAGES  IN  DOCKYARDS. 
OBSBHrAnOHS. 

Hb.  FBRRAND:  Sir.  in  asking  the 
permission  of  the  House  to  bring  under  ita 
notice  the  great  inequality  of  the  wages 
paid  to  men  employed  in  dockyards,  I  am 
sorry  I  canuot  assent  to  the  reoommeoda- 
tion  of  the  noble  Viseouut  to  postpone  my 
Motion  in  order  that  he  might  at  once 
proceed  vrith  the  consideration  of  the  Naval 
Estimates  in  Committee.  There  are  no 
less  than  16.000  men  employed  in  tlie  va- 
rious Royal  dockyards,  every  one  of  whom, 
I  may  say,  takes  a  deep  interest  in  this 

Suestion.  The  artificers  of  Her  Majesty*a 
ockyards  constitute  a  body  of  men  of  the 
greatest  value  to  the  country,  ond  aro 
second  to  none  of  Her  Majesty's  servants  in 
their  utility  and  loyalty.  Many  <rf  them 
are  descended  from  the  earliest  bnildera 
and  eoDstruetors  of  the  Royal  Navy.  The^ 
have  made  repeated  claims  upon  the  Admi- 
nUl/i  all  of  wfakh  baro  twvr^Q^fl^N^or 
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i^orttd.   Thej,  therefon,  think  that  the 
time  is  now  eome  for  making  an  appeal  to 
tiia  Honse  of  CoromonB»  and  for  bafing 
their  peoaliar  ease  fairly  placed  before  the 
Ifembera  of  thii  Houbo,  being  of  opinion 
that  the  repreaentatiTes  of  the  people  will 
do  them  justioe  and  grant  thetr  request. 
Sir,  these  men  hare  been  now  appljiog  to 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  for  sereraleoDseeu- 
tire  years,  in  the  shape  of  a  memorial^ 
which  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  (Lord  Clarence  Paget) 
said,  last  Session,  was  most  respectfully 
worded,  and  in  which  they  put  forward 
elairos  that  vere  most  reasonable.  The 
noble  Lord  also  at  that  time  expressed  bis 
belief  that  if  they  would  he  patient,  in  a 
short  period  of  time  their  claims  woald  he 
satisfied  and  redress  granted  them.  Well, 
Sir,  they  bare  w^ted  patiently  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  no  redress  has  been 
giren  them.   They  hare  onee  more  memo- 
rioliied  the  Admiralty,  and  again  onee 
more  have  their  elaims  been  ntjeoted.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  tiiis  refusal  of  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  to  concede  their  just 
demands  has  produced  a  great  amount  of 
ill-feeling  amongst  the  men  employed  in 
the  Royal  dockyards.    I  may  safely  say, 
that  in  these  dockyards  there  is  not  one 
class  of  workmen  without  a  grievance.  I 
now  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
whilst  I  submit  their  case  to  its  considera- 
tion, from  a  oonvictioo  that  I  shall  be  able 
to  show  the  justice  and  reasonableness  of 
their  claims  eren  from  the  admissions  and 
sentiments  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
for  the  Admiralty,  and  the  hen.  Member 
for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld)  whilst  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  ajanior  lord  of  the 
Admiralty  last  year.    The  hon.  Uemher 
for  Halifax  has  almost  proved  my  case,  be- 
cause he  admitted  that  the  wages  of  the 
shipwrights  emplojed  in  private  dockyards 
amounted  to  7«.  a  day,  and  by  piecework 
they  generally  made  9s.  a  day ;  while 
umilar  o£Bcers  in  Her  Majesty's  dockyards 
only  received  about  is.  Qd.  a  day.    On  the 
I4th  of  March  last  year,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stsnsfeld)  gave  the  House 
an  account  of  a  self-imposed  roving  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  dockyards— of 
which  he  happened  to  be  at  the  time  as 
ignorant  as  it  was  possible  for  a  man  to  be. 
He  also  stated  that  he  had  visited  the  pri- 
vate yards  at  Hillwall  and  Birkenhead  : — 

"That  in  private  Tords  dof-woik  thipwrigliti. 
or  men  ooeopjing  so  eqaivalnit  position,  expeot 
7«.  a  day,  wbUst  hj  ptesewrak  tbaj  nnenllr 
nske  9t.;  that  tiw.shlpwrlgbts  in  Her  Hi^estr^ 


Tordi  nt  4«.  6(i.  a  dar,  to  whidh  another  6d.  may 
bfl  «dwd  for  the  volae  of  tbeir  iupenuumation. 
M.J  own  opinion  ia  that  vbila  od  the  ons  band  it 
would  b«  unwise  to  throw  awaf  the  poutive  ad- 
vantage of  a  modern  minimom  establishment  of 
men  moderatdj  paid,  upon  whma  weean  rely  ata 
time  of  presaore,  and  when  the  labour  market  mw 
ofbr  peoulimr  temptations ;  so,  on  the  other  hand, 
It  is  well  worthy  of  oontideration,  how  &r  and 
onder  what  ciroomstoneea  the  AdmlialW  mof  take 
a  hint  from  the  private  vonb."  [8  Onuard 
olxziii.  1900.] 

Such  was  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Member, 
and  I  hope  that  the  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  this  House  will  induce  the  Admi- 
ralty to  take  a  hint  from  private  yards. 
Now,  in  respect  to  this  superannuation,  I 
shall,  I  think  he  able  to  prove  that  instead 
of  its  being  of  any  value  to  the  men,  to  a 
great  portion  of  them  it  is  of  no  value 
whatever,  and  that  instead  of  its  being  of 
the  value  of  Qd.  a  day  to  any,  it  really 
amounts  only  to  3d.  a  day.  The  artificers 
of  Her  Majesty's  dockyards  hare  a  most 
fair  and  righteous  claim  to  have  their  wages 
raised,  when  it  is  considered  that  their  pay 
shows  a  difference  of  2s.  a  day,  when  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  artificers  employed 
in  private  dockyards,  the  difference  being 
wholly  in  favonr  <^  the  latter.  I  win 
take  the  hon.  Gentleman's  own  admis- 
sion as  a  complete  justification  of  that 
claim  when  he  said  that  the  shipwrights 
employed  in  Her  Majesty's  dockyards 
received  2«.  a  day,  or  12«.  a  week  less  than 
those  employed  in  the  private  dockyards  of 
MiUwall  and  Birkenhead,  and  thus  it  ap- 
pears that  the  artiBcers  were  receiving 
13«.  6d.  a  week— taking  the  superannua- 
tion not  at  6d,  but  at  3a.  per  day,  which  is 
its  real  raloe — ^lesa  than  the  same  class  of 
men  employed  in  private  dockyards.  Now, 
I  ask  whether  it  is  possible  that  men  who 
are  knowingjy  reeeiring  13s.  Qd.  a  week 
less  in  tiia  Royal  doekyards  than  those 
employed  in  private  doekyarda  can  rest 
satisfied  with  Uie  belief  that  they  receive  a 
fair  da^'s  wages  for  a  foir  day*s  labour. 
But  thu  sixpence  a-day  for  so-called  super* 
annoation — I  insist  that  this  should  not  he 
considered  as  any  portion  of  wages  at  all, 
for  the  country  greatly  benefits  by  the  pre- 
sent system  of  superannuation.  I  received 
the  other  day  an  able  letter  from  a  person 
residing  in  Devonport,  who  takes  a  great 
interest  in  the  question  of  dockyard  wages. 
I  beg  leave  to  read  a  few  words  from  it, 
because  I  think  that  they  will  show  hotter 
the  re^  valne  of  this  superannuation  allow- 
ance than  any  statement  of  my  own.  The 
writer  says —  ^  t 
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U  BiTeB  M  a  oompMution  or  ninlent  for  the 
aeale  of  pud  in  Boj*l  dookjuds,  Umii,  ia 
replr,  I  tUto  tfajtt  DOfc  Jt  per  Mat  of  tbe  mnt  em 
Jive  to  get  wnfmmaatm  at  alL  Tbii  ie  a  fret, 
and  eaa  be  pravad ;  and  Uwee  men  who  do  leave 
the  jard  npoo  Ui^  npenimaatioDa  do  Dot,  on  an 
avenge,  eajoj  their  penaioni  more  than  from 
tbree  to  Ave  7ean.  A^aia,  when  it  \s  oouidered 
tiiat  the  wage*  of  tbe  R^al  dookyerde  are  eo  moeh 
udw  private  jardi,  the  OMD,  reoeiving  eo  mach 
lees  iragM,  are  aetoalljr  oontriboting  tewarda  the 
■aperannoation  fond  all  the  jeare  the;  wortc ;  and 
ae  oolr  one  man  to  evety  thirty  reeavea  niperan- 
Doation  the  eonntrj  poaiUvely  ben^ta,  as  inen- 
nnoe  companies  do^  l^moletiiig  the  men  of  their 
pDper  mges." 

I  Do«  foel  that  I  am  perfeetly  jastified  in 
sajing  that  the  artifioera  oi  Her  Majesty's 
dockyards  are  maleted  to  the  extent  of 
li.  6a.  in  the  £\  for  this  Buperannuation 
fund,  becattse  it  is  proved  that  only  3  per 
eent  ever  live  to  enjoy  it.  X  will  now  read 
a  few  lines  from  the  minntas  of  evidence 
,  taken  before  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  into 
the  Dookyaida  in  1858.  Mr.  Fenfold, 
tiie  late  Aoeountaat  at  Woolwich,  a  very 
experieneed  gentleman,  made  thii  atate- 
ment — 

*'Tbe  nnmbets  who  live  to  heneftt  I17  the 
si^erananMiDn  find  amoant  oalf  to  ahont  %  per 
oenL" 

Noir,  (hit  is  tbe  evidenoe  of  a  gentleman 
of  a  high  position,  and  a  valnable  pnblio 
servant.  The  other  day  I  had  sent  to  roe 
a  statement  of  the  various  men  employed 
in  Her  Majesty's  dockyards,  together  with 
their  wages.  Great  care  bas  been  taken 
in  the  drawing  np  of  this  document,  so 
that  the  faots  contained  therein  should  be 
stated  correctly.  If  the  House  will  allow 
me  1  should  like  to  read  it,  as  it  materially 
affects  the  interesto  «f  16.000  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's servants  employed  in  tbe  Royal 
dockyards.  I  am  aaxmn  to  abtmn  the 
attention  of  the  HooM  to  tbe  easo  wfaieh  is 
here  diseloaed,  in  order  to  elimt  nnli  an 
ezpresnon  of  o|HnioB  as  «iU  indnee  die 
Board  of  Admiralty  to  grant  the  request 
of  tiieae  nnoh  aggrieved  men : — 

**  StateoMDt  showing  the  Average  Rate  of  Wages 
ID  Private  and  Royal  Dookjards. 

Sbipwrightii^BiriEenhead,  1$. ;  London.  Tt.  td. ; 
FiJmoath,  St.— average,  U.  M.  in  private  yards, 
aeainat  is.  6d.  in  nojil  yards. 

Joinenu— London,  «*. ;  Liverpo^  tt,td. ;  Ply- 
month,  5i.^verage.  5«.  lOd;  in  prnate  yards. 
apinMt  St.  lOd.  in  Royal  yards. 

Smiths.— Average,  tt.  ia  private  yards,  waioit 
8«.Sd.  in  Royal  yards. 

Saikaikers.— London,  •«.;  Liverpool,  6«. ;  Bris- 
M,  tit.  average,  St.  104.  in  psivate  yards, 
against  St.  m.  in  Royal  yards. 


Riggecs. — Li«arpo(d,flt*teIas^SsL0i2.;  seeood 
filasi.  Si. — aversge,  St.  Sd.  in  private  yards,  agsinat 
St.  9d.  in  Royal  yuda. 

Ropemakera— Llveipoel,  aversge,  S«.in  private 
yards,  agaiast  Sc.  lOd.  u  Royal  yards. 

Sawyers. — ^Avenge,  iopasen,  4«.  6dL  and  pit 
men  it.  in  private  yards,  against  3«.  lOd.  and  8«. 
in  Royal  yards. 

Labonrera. — London, 3ff.M.;  Liverpool, 3«. 6<l. ; 
Plymooth,  St. — aversge,  St.  id.  in.  private  yards, 
aipunat  Sc.  M.  in  Rofal  yards. 

Bonded  Warehonsemen. — Conntry  averages,  5c. 
in  private  yards,  against  Sc.  9d.  and  St.  ia  Royal 
yanla. 

In  the  Royal  yarda  these  men  are  under  a  bond 
of  £1M  for  the  aafc  enatodj  of  stared 

Now  these  men — who  amount  to  a  body  of 
no  less  than  16,000,  have  sent  me  this  clear 
and  intelligible  statement  under  tbe  6rm 
conviction  that  itcannot  bedenied  orrefnted. 
It  discloses  an  inequality  of  wages  between 
the  Royal  and  private  dockyards — ^being  a 
state  of  things  which  it  is  impossible  for 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  to  justify.  Under 
such  circumstances  it  is  idle  to  expect  that 
the  men  thus  aggrieved  can  perform  their 
duty  with  either  vigour  or  spirit.  Upon 
the  of  Mareb  last  year,  the  noble  Lord 
the  Secretary  for  the  Admiralty  made  a 
statoment  whieh  I  will  now  raid  to  the 
Honse : — 

"  He  was  qoite  aware  that  the  artifieers  of 
Her  Hitjesty'a  dockyards  did  not  reoeive  that 
amount «  pay  whieh  they  might  get  in  tbe  pn. 
vate  trade ;  and  that  remark  applied  not  only 
tothejohierabottoalltbeartifloers.  HedioQld 
he  very  glad  if  the  Admtrsl^  ooald  OMi^ly  with 
the  reasonahle  deaues  of  the  artiAoers,  heeanse  ho 
knew  their  merits ;  and  if  they  waited  patiently 
for  a  short  time,  as  the  establishment  was  very 
nearly  down  to  its  proper  number,  a  flow  of  pro- 
motion into  it  would  take  phMe  whieh  he  was 
positiva  weald  be  aatisftfltory.  H«.  Oentleman 
should  rsnenibw  wbaa  th«y  talked  of  inersasiiv 
the  pay  in  the  doekyards  that  they  had  Bono 
16,000  or  17,000  men  to  deal  with,  and  to  in- 
crease it  even  by  aispenee  a  day,  which  waa  no 
very  large  addition  after  all,  would  make  a  dtf- 
ftrmee  of  opwards  of  £100.000  a  year.  Speaking 
eonsatentiottsly  of  the  matter.  th««  was  not  the 
least  doubt  that  the  men  in  Her  Unjettft  dock- 
yards were  not  paid  at  the  full  market  valne  for 
Uboor  of  that  description.  Bat  then  they  had 
many  advantages  over  the  men  in  private  yards. 
Fw  iastano^  thur  employment  was  eontinnoa^ 
but  in  private  yards  shtpwrighu  were  often  dts- 
ehai^ed  on  a  wet  day  and  reoeived  no  pay. 
Again,  the  artiBoers  of  Her  Majesty's  yards  when 
hvrt  were  aUowed  to  reasive  half  thdr  pay.— [S 
Batmard  elmdU  isn.j 

Now,  I  remember  when  tbe  noble  Lord 
made  the  statement  that  an  addition  of 
only  sixpence  a  day  would  make  an  addition 
to  tlie  expenditure  of  the  eonntiy  of  about 
£100,000  a  year,  a  nnmber  of  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen aitiiog  below  the^wcmubaQd 
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who  nftresantod  the  Fiunciol  Refomert* 
eried  oat  loudly  "  hear,  hear."  1m  Eng- 
land, I  would  ask,  80  Tery  depretBed  that 
|he  canaot  afferd  to  pay  these  men  even 
u  additional  aizpenee  a  day,  beoanse 
U  would  inToWe  her  in  an  augmenta* 
tion  of  eipeoditure  of  d6i00,000f  I 
bare  no  doubt  that  in  a  short  time  we 
shall  hear  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
Standing  at  the  table  miikiog  a  populanty 
hunting  statament,  in  which  he  will  boast 
of  the  great  prosperity  and  enormous 
wealth  of  the  country.  Now,  suppose  the 
artiBcws  of  the  Royal  dockyards  should 
take  a  hint  from  private  yards,  ns  the  hon. 
Member  for  Halifax  (Ur.  Sunsfeld)  hoped 
the  Admiralty  would  do,  and  seriously 
demand  the  reason  why  they  should  bo 

J aid  less  than  those  employed  in  private 
ockyards,  what  would  be  the  natural  con- 
lequence}  Tou  argue  the  question  with 
reference  to  the  total  oust  of  £100,000  ; 
but  I  say  these  men  are  justly  eiittUed  to 
argue  it  with  respect  to  the  difference  be- 
tweeen  the  pay  in  private  dookyards  and 
in  the  dockyards  of  the  country.  The 
noble  Lord,  in  the  eonoluding  part  of  his 
remarks  last  year,  alluded  to  the  many 
advantages  which  he  said  the  dockyard 
men  had  over  workmen  lo  private  yards, 
and  among  those  was  that  their  employment 
was  continuous,  while  in  private  yards 
shipwrights  were  often  discharged  on  a 
wet  day  and  received  no  pay.  I  have 
made  inquiries,  and  hare  been  told  by  a 
gentleman  largely  engaged  in  shipbuilding 
tliat  the  men  were  very  seldom  discharged 
— that  if  they  worked  the  first  portion  of 
a  day  which  turned  out  to  be  very  wet,  it 
was  optional  with  them  to  work  or  go — 
and  that  only  occurred  when  the  ship  had 
not  been  long  on  the  stocks,  bat  that  when 
it  was  approaching  completion  there  were 
plenty  of  ways  of  employing  the  men 
under  cover.  Again,  the  noble  Lord  said 
tbst  the  men  employed  in  the  Royal  yards 
when  Iturt  received  half-pay.  The  advan- 
tages therefore  are  equaL  The  same 
gentleman  states  that  he  knew  of  private 
shipbuilding  yards  in  which  when  the  men 
were  hurt,  they  not  only  received  pay  when 
■o  disabled,  but  that  their  wives  and  fa- 
milies were  frequently  supported  by  tlie 
ewDers.  These  men  have  waited  patiently 
rince  last  year.  They  have  memortaltsed 
the  Admiralty,  but  their  prayer  has  been 
refused,  ai^  they  liave  a^ed  me  to  state 
their  case  to  the  Hoose.  All  they  ask  is 
that  the  Government  will  increase  the  pay 
of  thtt  vwkmwi  HXpenee  »  day  all  coand 


the  yards,  leaving  ^s.  6d.  a  day  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Royi^  arer  private  yards. 
I  think  that  is  a  reasonable  request.  So 
strong  a  feeling  exists  in  the  Royal  dock- 
yards that  the  men  are  not  furly  paid  that 
I  am  certain  unless  their  grievances  are 
redressed  the  pnUio  service  will  suffer.  An 
addition  of  sixpence  a  day  will  amount 
this  year,  not  to  £100,000,  but  only  to 
£68,660.  In  the  borough  which  I  i«- 
present  the  increase  for  2,200  men  em- 
ployed in  the  dockyard  of  that  place  will 
amount  to  only  £17,160.  That  is  all  that 
is  required  to  enable  the  men  to  live  in 
comfort.  Tou  ought  not  to  forget  that 
within  the  last  few  years  every  article  of 
food,  with  the  exception  of  bread,  has  in- 
creased from  20  to  40  per  cent.  Coals, 
cotton  goods,  and  cloths  have,  moreover, 
more  than  doubled  in  price.  In  addition- 
to  this,  the  men  complain  that  they  have 
great  difficulty  in  giving  their  children  the 
education  necessary  for  them  to  stand  tiie 
compeUtive  examination  for  Goveftiment 
employment.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Pontefract  (Mr.  Ohilden)  is 
perfectly  well  acquwnted  with  the  state- 
ments in  the  memorial  which  the  artificers 
have  presented  to  the  Admiralty,  and  I  do 
not  think  he  will  be  able  to  refute  them.  No 
memorial  could  be  more  respectfully  worded. 
I  have  said  that  there  is  not  a  class  of 
workmen  in  the  Royal  dockyards  which 
has  not  a  grievance.  The  factories  have 
been  in  existence  twenty-fire  years  ;  but 
tho  factory  workn»en  are  refused  super- 
annuation. Upon  this  point  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  economy 
of  the  dockyards  nmark  : — 

'  *  That  having  eoosidered  the  snbjeot  of  laper- 
annuatioi  in  referenoe  to  the  workmen  of  ths 
fiuitories,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  as 
they  are  Decesasriljr  workiof  in  oombination  with 
the  men  of  the  dookjards,  it  will  be  expedient  to 
devise  a  Bjstem  bj  which  provision  shall  be  made 
for  the  old  and  valued  servants  in  the  taoUMm 
when  inoapaoitated  bf  age  for  further  work.  The 
Committee  have  oodm  to  this  eondodm  from  the 
ooDviotion  on  their  nUnds  thai  after  the  fiuitoriss 
ihsll  have  existed  for  a  lengthened  period,  and 
after  a  nanber  of  old  workmen  of  ment  and  long 
•srvioe  iball  have  been  diioharged  therefrom  on 
aooeunt  of  their  age,  claims  for  a  superaonuation 
allowance  b;  these  men  would  be  made  with  a 
force  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  reiist," 

1  believe  that  in  iron  ship  building  the  de- 
struction of  clothes  is  much  greater  than 
what  takes  place  in  building  wooden  ships. 
The  lawyers  complained  that  they  did  not 
enjoy  the  44.  a  day  of  additionu  pay  re- 
eeived  by  some  other  oUsses  of  work- 
pM^k  with  whnm  th^  ntad  to  mknouUv^^ 


1143 


fCOUHONS) 


1144 


The  doekjud  labonnts  reeeived  only  from 
12<.  to  lu.  a  ve^— lenthmD  agrieoltaral 
labonrert  wore  pud  in  many  parts  of  Eag- 
land,  thoDgh  their  eottage  rent  was  not 
more  than  one-third  that  of  the  dockjard 
laboarera,  who  had  to  reside  in  the  towns, 
Tlie  noble  Lord  tells  as  that  the  eoontry 
cannot  afford  £100,000  for  the  object  I 
propose.  How  can  private  shipbuilders 
afford  it ;  and  how  can  they  build  ships 
for  you,  paying  their  artificers  7t.  Gd. 
while  yon  pay  your  men  only  4t.  Gd.  a 
day  ?  I  am  sorry  to  think  that  the  beat 
men  are  leaTing  your  dockyards  in  order  to 
get  employment  in  private  yards.  The 
noble  Lord  says  that  he  can  get  as  many 
workmen  as  he  wishes.  Yes  ;  but  do  yon 
get  the  same  class  of  men  at  4t.  6ii.  a  day 
which  the  owners  of  private  yards  get  at 
7«.  a  day  ?  I  deny  it.  A  few  oling  to 
the  dockyard  I  do  not  donbt ;  bat  I  be- 
lieve nombers  of  year  best  men  are  con- 
tinoaUy  leaving  for  private  yards.  I  be- 
lieve the  statement  I  have  made  cannot  be 
contravened.  I  have  been  reqaested  to 
make  this  appeal  by  the  artificers,  and  I 
have  done  so  in  the  hope  that  other  Mem- 
bers will  help  out  their  case  so  as  to  elicit 
an  expression  of  opinion  by  the  House 
which  will  induce  the  Admiralty  to  take 
their  most  reasonable  claim  into  oonsidera- 
tion. 

Sib  JAMES  ELPHIKSTONE  said, 
he  could  corroborate  what  had  fallen  from 
his  htm.  Friend  on  this  subject,  but  as  he 
understood  that  hon.  Gentlemen  who  had 
notioes  on  the  paper  on  going  into  the 
Committee  were  aeeeding  to  the  request 
of  the  noble  Lord  by  postponing  them, 
he  ahould  reserve  hia  observationa  vntil 
the  Vote  came  on  for  disoasaion  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Mb.  CHILDERS  said,  his  hon.  Friend 
had  made  his  remarks  in  a  very  teni* 
perate  tone,  and  he  should  endeavoar  to 
follow  him  in  that  respect,  but  it  was  his 
duty,  speaking  for  the  Admiralty,  to  ask 
whether  this  was  a  subject  with  which  the 
Hoase  could  advantageously  deal.  Here 
were  16,000  men  employed  in  a  public 
Department  and  distributed  among  the 
principal  maritime  stations  of  this  coontry. 
Now,  so  long  as  the  Exeoative  Qovernment 
were  responsible  for  the  management  of 
these  dockyards,  and  were  constantly  told 
by  both  aides  of  the  House  that  dockyard 
work  onght  to  be  more  economicdly  ex- 
ecuted, and  that  ships  might  be  more 
economically  eonstraoted  in  private  than 
in  the  Royal  yards,  waa  it  right  that  hoo. 
Mr.  Ferrand 


Members  representing  those  dockyard  towns 
shoold  propose  that  the  wages  of  the  men 
employed  tnere  by  the  Qovanunent  shoold 
be  inoreaaed  by  this  Home  f  If  that  prin- 
ciple were  carried  out,  if  persons  eon- 
nected  with  the  army  were  to  ask  for  «n 
increase  of  pay  for  the  army,  persons  con- 
nected with  the  navy  were  to  urge  the 
claims  of  the  sailors  in  a  similar  manner, 
and  persons  connected  with  the  dockyards 
were  to  ask  for  an  increase  with  the  dock- 
yard labourers,  there  really  would  be  no 
end  to  such  applications.  In  fact,  it  woald 
become  quite  impossible  for  the  Qovem- 
ment  to  keep  the  finances  of  the  country 
in  order,  if  Parliament  gave  any  eoante- 
nance  to  such  appeals.  His  hon.  Friend 
did  not  appear  to  know  much  of  the  manner 
in  which  publto  work  waa  dealt  with  at 
the  dockyards.  It  was  eertwnly  a  novel 
prcmosal  to  take  the  wages  of  so  manr 
diflmrent  classes  of  workmen  as  much 
as  200  and  300  per  cent,  and  to  aak 
ui  increase  of  6a.  a  day  all  ronnd. 
On  the  faee  of  it  such  a  proposition 
was  not  logical,  and  he  was  sure  the 
House  would  not  adopt  it.  As  his  noble 
Friend  the  Secretory  to  the  Admiralty 
( Lord  Clarence  Paget)  explained  last 
year,  the  increase  asked  for,  small  as  it 
might  sound,  would  involve  a  very  heavy 
outlay.  If  they  raised  the  wages  in  the 
dockyards,  they  must  do  the  same  in  the 
victualling  yards,  and  in  the  hospitals,  and 
indeed  generally  throughout  the  GUtvem- 
ment  Establishments.  There  were  16,000 
men  in  the  dockyards,  and  if  they  increased 
their  pay  6d.  a  day,  tiiey  most,  in  like 
manner,  inorease  the  pay  of  the  men 
employed  in  the  viotnalling  yard  and  other 
departments.  Bat  taking  aimply  the  pro- 
position to  inorease  the  wages  of  the 
dockyard  men  Qd.  a  day,  what  would  be 
the  result  ?  Sixpence  a  day,  inelading 
Sundays,  would  make  £9  a  year  and  a 
little  more,  and  if  given  to  16.000  m«i 
would  amount  in  the  year  to  £145,000. 
Omitting  Sundays,  and  including  other 
departments  besides  the  dockyards,  which 
must  of  coarse  follow,  the  increased  charge 
would  be  nearly  as  great.  This  would  form 
a  very  serious  item  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
country,  and  would  make  itself  apparent 
in  the  Budget.  His  hon.  Friend  had 
missed  the  point  of  what  bis  noble  Friend 
said  last  ^ear.  His  noUe  Friend  swd  that 
the  position  of  the  dockyard  men  would 
soon  be  much  improved,  and  already  ha 
could  say  that  that  had  come  to  pasa. 
Hitherto  the  Coefcyaid  B^KbUshnut  had 
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beeo  very  maoh  in  exoeu  of  the  proper 
namber,  and  it  was  only  thiB  year  that 
it  bad  been  reduced  to  the  prescribed 

EoiDt.  While  that  redaction  was  being  made 
ired  men  had  but  little  promotion  to  the 
establishment,  bat  now  they  woold  be  able 
to  obtain  a  steady  flow  of  promotion 
to  tlie  establishment  without  having  to 
wait  so  long  as  would  otherwise  haTo 
been  necessary.  His  hon.  Friend  would 
see  by  turning  to  the  Estimates  that  the 
fistablishment  had  been  reduced  to  the 
namber  fixed  by  the  Order  in  Cooneil  of 
June,  1850,  and  in  this  respect,  ^erefore, 
the  men  were  placed  in  a  tarj  mneh  better 
position.  There  was  another  matter  in  which 
their  position  had  been  |;reatly  improved,  and 
that  was  the  introdnotion  of  the  rule  nnder 
which  men  were  snperannnated  at  sixty- 
fire,  and  in  certain  cases  before  that  age. 
That  was  not  the  rule  until  lately,  and  he 
believed  nothing  had  done  more  good  to 
the  body  of  dookyard  men  than  the  estab- 
lishment of  that  rule,  which  brought  for- 
ward younger  men  to.early  promotion.  His 
hon.  Friend  bad  referred  to  some  of  the 
advantages  which  men  in  the  dockyards 
enjoyed  over  those  in  private  yards,  but 
he  had  made  fartoo  light  of  them.  It  was 
m  deaded  benefit  to  the  former  to  have 
superannuation,  eovered  yards  for  working 
in,  bdidays  when  they  were  siok,  an^ 
ftbore  all,  continnoas  employment  Every 
now  and  then,  when  hauneu  wai  slack,  the 
private  yards  suddenly  discharged  their 
bands,  whereas  in  the  Royal  Dockyards 
they  were  kept  on  from  year  s  end  to  year's 
end.  It  had  been  said  that  only  one  man 
in  tliirty  received  superannuation  on  the 
anthority  of  some  anonymous  letter ; 
but,  if  the  benefit  was  so  trivial,  why  did 
bia  hon.  Friend  make  it  a  grievance 
that  the  factory  men  did  not  receive  it  ? 
The  fact  was  that  with  9,600  established 
men  in  the  dockyards,  3,000  were  on 
snperannnation,  including  a  few  men  be- 
longing to  the  victualling  yards.  There 
were  aboat  one  in  four  men  upon  snper- 
mnnnation  compared  with  the  anmber  on 
the  establi^wd  list.  Last  year  alone  no 
fewer  than  337  men  were  enperannuated 
out  of  the  established  men  in  the  dock- 
yards, or  one  in  every  twenty-eight  His 
hon.  Friend  forgot  that  the  benefits  of  su- 
perannuation were  now  greater  than  before, 
and  the  men  in  the  dockyards  would 
certainly  be  very  reluctant  to  surrender 
them.  The  Government  could  not  be 
charged  with  what  his  boo.  Friend  called 
''domg**  the  doekyord   people  oat  of 


£400,000wheii  they  were  in  the  enjoyment 
of  the  advantages  he  had  enumerated.  The 
best  proof  that  there  was  no  ground  for  the 
charge  was  that  there  was  no  tendency  on 
the  part  of  the  dookyard  men  to  go  away. 
That  was  another  point  on  which  the  bon. 
Qentleman  was  quite  mistaken,  as  be  could 
show  by  Returns  be  had  procured.  There 
were  9,600  established  men  in  the  dock- 
yards. Of  these  only  seventeen  had  left 
the  service  in  the  last  three  months.  There 
were  5,792  unestablisbed  men,  who  were 
free  as  air,  and  bad  nothing  to  retain  them 
hut  tibe  immediate  benefit  of  their  pa^,  and 
of  these  the  total  number  who  left  m  the 
same  period  was  only  163.  He  put  it  to 
any  Member  aequunted  with  private  yards 
whether  there  was  not  from  them  a  greater 
movement  of  men  than  from  the  Royal 
yards?  The  pay  of  the  men  was  by  no 
means  so  comparatively  small  as  his  hon. 
Friend  represented.  The  average  pay 
of  established  men  was  2it.  a  week,  of 
unestablifihed  men  21«.,  and  of  factory 
men  23«.  The  fact  was  that  the  dockyard 
men  were  excellent  artificers;  they  were  well 
paid  and  were  attentive  to  their  duties, 
and  he  did  not  think  his  bon.  Friend  fairly 
represented  them  if  he  thought  they 
complained  that  they  were  "done"  ont 
of  £400,000.  He  believed  they  were 
pud  not  indeed  a  high  but  a  fair  rate 
of  wages,  and  he  hvped  the  Hoose 
would  not  countenance  the  intention,  how- 
ever good,  of  his  hon.  Friends  in  coming 
forward,  they  representing  large  dook- 
yard constituencies,  and  asking  the  House 
to  add  £150,000  a  year  to  the  Navy  Esti- 
mates, for  diose  boronghs. 

Main  Qnestion  putj  and  agreed  to, 

SUPPLY— NAVT  ESTIMATES. 

Supply  eomidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

LoxD  CLARENCE  PAGET  :  Sir,  in 
rising  to  move  the  Navy  Estimates  for  the 
year  1865-6  I  find  that,  fat  addition  to  the 
many  interesting  topics  on  whieh  thit 
House  and  the  pnUic  are  very  natnrallj 
and  properly  dewrons  of  reenving  informar 
tion — aud  which  information  I  have  always 
been  anxions  to  give — it  is  my  duty  on  the 
present  occasion  to  make  a  very  large  and 
somewhat  novel  proposal  to  the  House 
concerning  the  oonstmction  of  docks  and 
basins,  not  only  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
but  also  in  the  coloi|je|{.  ^^^igf5(»,gfe 
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of  di«e  faitamliDC  nrigMti  belbre  iii^  I 
MB  aMd  I  ihall  IwTe  to  uk  for  a  oon- 
■Menble  ■hwa  of  Ibtt  hiddnnee  of  the 
Committee.  With  time  pmimiaaTj  ob- 
serratioiM  I  venture  to  request  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  the  chief  featurei 
of  the  Navy  Estimates. 

First  of  all,  with  regard  to  the  form  of 
the  NaTj  Estimates  for  the  coming  jear 
1865-6.  There  are  some  items  that  are 
removed  fn»  one  Vote  to  another,  as 
being  more  appropriatelj  introdnecd  under 
those  YeteB.  There  is  also  an  Appendix, 
giving  an  explanatory  statement  of  the 
Votes,  which  I  commend  to  the  attention 
of  all  bon.  Gentlemen  who  take  an  hitereat 
in  questions  of  detail  with  regard  to  the 
namber  and  pay  of  offioera  and  men  in  the 
navy.  They  will  aee  a  vwy  elaar  state- 
ment of  erery  olaaa  of  offioera,  and  the  pay 
and  the  nnmber  of  offioera  and  men  fw 
iriiioh  we  propose  to  ask. 

I  will  now  atate  to  the  Committee  that 
Her  Majesty's  Govemmeot  propose  that  the 
totiU  amount  to  be  voted  for  the  Navy  Es- 
timates for  the  coming  year  of  1865-6  shall 
be  £10.392,224.  Those  of  the  current 
year  1864-5,  inolading  two  snpplemMtary 
Estimates  that  I  brought  forward  late  last 
Session— one  being  for  £220,000,  for  the 
pnrebase  of  the  two  steam  rams  at  Liver- 
(wol.  and  the  other  of  £61,000  for  addi- 
tional pay  to  the  officers  and  petty  officers 
of  the  fleet — amounted  to  the  gross  total 
of  £10,708,651.  Therefore  there  is  a 
deerease  on  the  gross  Estimates  of  the 

E resent  year  of  £316,427.  Exolnding, 
owever,  the  pnrehase  of  tiiese  steam 
rams,  which  may  come  noder  the  head  of 
"Extraordinary  Serviee,"  and  including 
the  additional  item  for  increasing  the  fuU 
pay  and  the  extension  of  retirement  of  the 
officers,  which  the  House  in  its  generosity 
granted  to  the  navy,  and  taking  that  Vote 
for  the  whole  year  instead  of  for  nine 
mootbs,  the  decrease  of  the  Estimates  for 
the  coming  year  over  the  ordina^  Esti- 
mates of  last  year  is  about  £116,000.  That 
is  the  decrease  on  the  ordinary  Estimates 
as  cmnpared  with  the  Votes  of  the  enrreot 
year. 

Sir,  I  propose  to  deal,  first  of  all,  witii 
the  Votes  wbieh  have  reforenoe  to  the 
pay,  albwanees,  Tietnab,  elothtng.  and 
medical  oomfbrU  of  oor  Offioera,  Sea- 
BMR.  and  Marines  in  the  varions  servieea, 
and  whieh  we  comprised  ie  Votes  1,  2, 
and  12.  The  Votes  for  the  oomiec  yeer 
1865-6  are  somewhat  remarkable  in  uiia  re- 
spect that  they  show  an  inereMe  over  Ihoso 
Zori  Ckraue  Pag«t 


of  the  omreiit  year  although  we  aak  the 
Hmse  to  vote  a  leas  nomber  of  men.  This 
is  what  I  now  wish  to  ex^in  ;  and  X  will 
deal  &«t  with  the  noBibm.  The  numbers 
that  were  voted  fsr  tiie  ewrent  year  were 
71,950  men.  while  for  tin  year  18654  wo 
propose  to  maintain  6^750  men,  bang  a 
decrease  of  2,200  men.  The  decrease  of 
SMmen  of  the  fleet  is  abonk  700  raeo. 
There  will  be  a  deerease  of  irfioera  and 
seamen  of  the  Coastguard  of  aboni  500 
men,  a  deerease  of  Marines  on  shore  of 
1,000  men,  and  a  deerease  of  etviliana  of 
200  men,  bet  an  increase  of  200  effieers^ 
With  regard  to  oiviliana,  the  redoetion  ia 
of  aged  persons  who  were  formerly  em- 
ployed nnder  the  Customs  and  who  aro  fast 
disappearh^,  and  whose  places  are  sop- 
plied  by  the  Coas^foard  men.  I  propose 
to  show  to  the  Conmittee  why  we  tmtk. 
it  right  to  propose  a  decrease  in  the  nam- 
her  of  the  seamen  of  the  fleet.  Bet  lest 
any  boa.  Geotieman  sfaoold  fed  alarmed 
when  I' propose  a  decrease,  let  me  refer 
them  to  page  116  of  the  Estimates,  in 
which  tbey  will  observe  the  number  of  ships 
that  were  in  oommiswon  on  the  1st  of  Dfr. 
comber  last  year,  as  compared  with  the 
number  in  commissien  on  the  1st  of  Deeem- 
ber  of  the  previous  year— 1  speak  of  sea- 
going ships,  and  not  of  harboor  sh^  and 
tenders—and  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is 
a  deerease  in  the  coming  year  of  six  sea- 
gomg  ships.  That  was  the  state  of  the 
navy  on  the  1st  of  Deeomber  last,  and  I  am 
not  aware  that  there  ia,  or  ia  Ukely  t»  be, 
any  ehange  in  these  n ambers  at  prsseat. 
The  Cemnittee  will,  however,  observe  thst 
while  thers  is  a  deerease  of  nx  riiipa  ia 
commissimi,  tiiere  are  four  more  armonr 
ships,  I  am,  therefore,  entitled  to  say 
that,  although  there  is  a  decrease  in  our 
numbers,  we  are  increasing  our  foroe.  We 
find  that  as  we  go  on  commissioning  the 
armour  ships,  the  sabstitute  for  tiie  oUl 
line-of-battle  ships,  two  remarkable  ohaogee 
are  coming  about — namely,  a  gradual  de- 
crease of  seamen  and  a  proportionate  in> 
crease  of  officers.  1  will  illustrate  tUa  by 
a  refereace  to  the  oomplements  of  two  shipa 
now  in  commission.  The  Edgar,  a  fine 
liae-of-battle  ship,  the  flagship  of  the  Chan- 
nel Squadron,  baa  a  eanplMMntof  810 
men,  or  fifteen  men  to  eash  officer ;  bat 
^oA  Ptmott  a  ship  of  very  much  greater 
power,  being  armonr  -  plated,  bM  705 
men  enl^,  but  her  comfdement  of  officers  ia 
greater  in  proportion,  for  she  has  an  ofieer 
to  every  twelve  men.  Pnrther  down  the  liat 
1  wiU  take  the  IToMiNk^rlunjMriMtte 
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with  a  e«D|)fein«Dt  of  275  men,  and  a  pro* 
portion  af  nine  men  to  one  officer ;  bat  tha 
Utile  SHterpriie^  an  anBOttr  ship  which 
would  blow  her  oat  of  the  watery  haa  only 
119  men,  but  then  her  proportion  is  one 
offieer  to  seren  mea.  These  fignreo  will 
ahew  the  Committae  the  tentlanoT  of  the 
ohaage  to  armeor-plated  ifaipa  to  deorease 
onr  eomplemenfe  of  men,  hot  to  inereaaa 
the  propartion  of  <^cera.  There  is  ano- 
ther and  vary  important  reason  why  the 
ittorease  ef  so  many  as  200  officers  ia  pro- 
poaed.  Wefinditisabaolirte^neoesaaryand 
partionlarly  in  the  abseMO  of  a  proper  body 
of  artificera,  of  whiah  I  have  narer  aiade 
any  saerat,  and  for  wlueh  want  wa  on^ht 
to  provide,  that  there  ahonld  he  u  in- 
erease  of  aocioaen,  who  are  axoeHeot  work* 
men,  aad  able  to  repair  oar  engioaa.  Tbeae 
are  the  reasons  for  the  redaolion  of  the  men 
ud  the  increase  of  ofBoera.  With  respect 
to  the  Coastguard,  we  propose  a  reductioD 
of  500  men.  I  know  that  the  right  hon. 
Uember  for  Droitwtoh  (Sir  John  Paking- 
ton)  and  ethers  who  take  a  great  interest 
in  that  force  will  look  with  soow  jealousy 
at  any  decrease  in  it ;  bnt  I  will  state  the 
reaaons  which  ioduecd  the  Ooremawnt  to 
raoonnMad  the  diosiniUion.  First  of  all, 
the  Coast^oard  ashore  is,  though  an  admi- 
rably efficient,  yet  a  very  costly  force,  and 
it  waa  our  bottaaen  duty  to  nuke  iaqiuriea 
whether,  for  the  pvrpoee  of  the  protection 
of  the  revenae.  it  waa  naaessu'y  to  maio- 
tvn  so  lai|^  a  fnroe.  Tha  Commiaaianera 
of  ttie  Costome  have  been  eommuiueated 
with,  and  an  inquiry  is  now  going  on  ;  bnt 
they  hare  made  a  preHmioary  report  to 
the  effect  that  some  reduction  of  the 
Coastguard  on  shore  might  be  made  so  far 
as  the  protection  of  the  revenae  is  con- 
ceroad.  With  regard  to  the  Coastguard 
afloat,  CTcrybody  knows  the  origin  of  that 
force.  There  waa  a  time  when  we  had 
no  reaerre  for  the  proper  defsDce  of  our 
shares*  aad  heaee  arose  this  force  ef  soto- 
ral  fine  ships  attached  to  certain  of  our 
large  mercantile  harboars.  The  serviee  the 
Coas^nard  afloat  hare  parformed  haa  been 
ineatinable.  They  have  tended  to  break 
down  the  prejudices  which  existed  between 
the  BoerehaDt  aerviea  and  the  navy,  have 
aasiated  to  man  oar  ships,  and  have  been 
one  great  cause  of  the  success  attending 
the  formation  of  onr  Naval  Reserve.  They 
have  falfiUed  their  duties  admirably,  but 
we  find  that  there  is  no  longer  a  neces- 
sity for  keej^ng  vp  so  large  a  force 
of  them,  since  we  are  fumiahed  with 
a  magDifieeiit  raowva— nwabwing,  I  be- 


Here,  nearly  17.0001  men  now  anr^ed  * 
ther^oro  the  strong  necessity  for  the 
mabtenaace  of  Ae  Goaslgaard  afloat  in 
its  present  magoitade  no  longer  exiating, 
we  propose  to  maka  a  small  bat  gradaal 
reduction  in  the  force,  which  shall  not  at 
all  diminish  or  impair  ta  any  extent  ita 
cfficieaey,  bnt  whin  we  think  doe  to  the 
nrcamstancea  of  the  present  day.  Another 
reason  why  we  may  somewhat  reduce  this 
force  is  that  we  are  looking  forward  to  r^ 
placing  then  fine*of-batUe  wiipa  byarmoup- 
plated  ships,  and  the  moment  we  can  oury 
ont  that  (Oyeet  tha  crewa  ef  theaa  shwa  will 
neeeasarily  be  redneed  in  mmber.  These 
reasons  will.  I  ihwk,  be  deemed  sidioimt 
to  justify  the  small  redaetioa  now  proposed 
in  respect  to  the  Cosstgoard.  With  re- 
gard to  the  Marines,  we  propose  a  diminu- 
tion of  1,000  men  from  the  total  number 
of  Marines  on  shores  This  is  At  natural 
seqaenoe  of  the  reduction  of  Uie  cwnple- 
ment  of  the  ships.  Tha  real  value  w  a 
Marine  is  dependent  on  the  amount  of  sea 
service  be  goea  through.  If  yon  have  more 
Mttfinea  than  can  embark  and  take  their 
proper  tour  of  doty  at  sea,  so  aa  to  be  able 
to  keep  the  eharacteristtcs  of  Uie  sailor 
about  uiem,  yea  lose  thevaloeef  these  men  i 
and  we  find  that  we  may  safely  retfaioa 
1,000  Marines  and  still  keep  up  the  corpa 
in  its  integrity.  Aa  to  the  aoya,  we  pro- 
pose to  maintain  the  same  nniuber ;  bat  I 
will  presently  revert  to  them,  as  I  have 
somo  interesting  facts  regarding  them  to 
state  to  the  House.  As  I  have  before  said, 
it  is  somewhat  remarkable  that,  while  de- 
creasing our  numbers,  we  are  increasing 
the  Vote  for  their  maintenance.  This  in- 
crease of  cost  is  due  to  several  causes. 
First  of  all,  our  sailors  are,  I  am  happy  to 
say, improving  in  oondiwt,  and  consequently 
we  are  obliged  to  lake  a  much  lai^er  sum 
for  good  cmduct  pay.  To  illustrate  this, 
I  may  m«ition  that  in  1859,  when  we  han 
many  more  men  than  we  do  now,  we  pud 
£25,900  for  good-conduct  pay,  and  in 
1865-6  we  ahalT  pa,y  £53,628  for  tha  same 
senrice— dmt  is,  mora  than  donUe  for  a 
eonakleraUy  lesa  number  of  men.  Another 
cause  of  inoreased  expenditure  la  the  in- 
crease in  the  nnmber  of  expert  gunners. 
While  in  1861  we  had  one  man  out  of 
every  seven  who,  belonged  to  the  gunners' 
class,  receiving  additional  pay  after  pass- 
ing tiirough  an  examination  and  becoming 
an  expert  gunner,  I  find  that  in  1864  the 
proportion  of  the  same  class  beeomiog  ex- 
pert gunners  waa  one  omn  in  three.  There 
Is  yet  another  i^^itjg^^^ 
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ditara»  and  that  is  the  YietnalliDg — there 
ie  a  ^ight  hieroato  dm  to  the  priee  of 
bntdierr  meat ;  bn^  on  the  other  hand, 
all  fiuinaeeons  food  is  mooh  lover  in  priee, 
BO  the  inerease  !•  email.  Bat  I  am  now 
going  to  show  the  Committee  thst  on  other 
Koonnts  these  Votes  are  largely  inereased. 
There  has  been  ooniiderable  inerease  to 
the  full  as  well  as  half  paj  in  almost 
erery  class  in  the  nary  within  the  last 
few  years  ;  bat  I  at  present  only  advert 
to  the  former,  and  I  mast  give  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Droitwieh  credit  for 
eommeneing  the  era  of  increased  pay. 
In  six  years  the  House  has  increased  fall 

Ey  to  officers  and  men  in  the  Nary  and 
mnes  by  ^£268,736.  That  is  to  say. 
the  same  number  of  men  we  hear  now 
eost  the  eonntry  £268,736  more  than  they 
venld  hare  done  six  yean  ago.  That,  I 
think,  diows  what  has  been  done  Av  im- 
proring  the  condition  of  all  classes  in  the 
navy.  [Sir  John  PAKnoTOif :  It  is  not  all 
my  doing.]  Ko,  I  hare  done  the  most 
part  of  it.  The  resnlt  is  that,  taking 
the  average  pay  of  seamen  and  officers  of 
all  classes,  barring  flag-officers,  the  cost  per 
head  was  in  1859  £64  5$.  Id.,  with  all 
collateral  expenses  ;  while  in  1865  the  cost 
is  £74  5f.  3i(f.  per  head,  or  about  £10  a 
year  more.  The  cost  of  a  Huine  in 
1859  was  £58  12«.  6i^  and  in  1865 
£61  2t,  Z\d. 

I  will  now,  Shr,  advert  to  a  sabject 
of  very  great  importance  to  the  welfiue 
of  oar  nary,  and  thu  is  the  aystem 
adopted  to  replenish  the  naTy  with  boys, 
hronght  np  and  edneated  m  the  serriee,  and 
becoming  the  best  seamen  in  the  world. 
This  is  the  first  time  I  hsTo  been  able  to 
approach  the  Committee  with  eertaia  sta- 
tistics for  their  information  on  this  subject. 
In  the  year  1863-4  the  arerage  number  of 
pure  bine-jaekets  in  the  nary — I  mean 
ezoIaBiTO  of  artificera,  stokers,  and  erery 
class  but  that  fine  ereatare  that  goes  aloft 
to  the  yard-arm  and  reefs  the  topsails — 
was,  including  petty  officers,  bnt  ezelusiTe 
of  Coastgaard  men  on  shore,  24,500  ;  and 
I  find  that  in  that  year  the  discharges  from 
all  causes  amoaated  to  one>eighUi,  or 
3,100.  Doring  that  year  the  numhw  of  boys 
whom  wo  baa  browht  np  who  were  rated 
as  teamen  was  3,017,  faaTnig  aboot  600 
men  to  be  obtained  from  the  merohut 
serriee.  The  actual  nnmber  of  seamen  thus 
entered  was  594.  That  nnmber  of  2*517 
boys  rated,  I  should  have  stated,  came 
from  a  stock  of  9,000  boys,  last  year  I 
proposed  the  reduction  of  tiie  nnmber  of 
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boys  from  9,000  to  7,000.  Hy  right  heo. 
Fnend  (Sir  John  Pakington),aiid  ottiOThon. 
Hemhers  ezprened  alarm  leit  dm  amaOer 
number  should  be  found  ininffident  to 
supply  the  wants  of  the  nary.  What  we 
did  was  this— we  redoeed  the  nnmber  of 
hoys  by  2,000,  bat  instead  of  entering 
them  at  a  rery  tender  age  we  increased 
the  age  of  entry,  and  prarided  that  the 
whole  time  of  the  boys  shall  be  deroted  to 
instruction  in  the  duties  of  seamen  on  board 
the  training  ships.  Before  tbis  alteration, 
and  while  they  were  entered  at  a  rery  tender 
age,  many  of  them  became  offiews'  eer- 
rants,  and  thus  lost  a  good  deal  of  thar 
time  of  instruction.  In  emiseqneDee  of 
the  ohaoges  whioh  we  hare  introduced  Uiey 
learn  their  duties  as  seamen  quiekor,  ud 
we  are  enabled  to  pass  them  sooner  into 
the  fleet.  What  we  propose  and  an 
carrying  out  is  that  erery  bey  who  comes 
into  the  nary  shall  pass  throogfa  a  train- 
ing ship,  and  that,  with  a  rery  few  ex. 
ceptions,  none  shall  enter  the  fleet  u 
seamen  who  shall  not  hare  gone  tiirough 
that  preliminary  inatmction.  Our  Estab- 
lishment will  now  be  3,000  boys  in  the 
training  ships,  being  an  inerease  of  500, 
and  we  expect  to  rate  as  seamen  about 
2,000  annually.  That  is  a  considerable 
reduction  from  2,517 ;  but  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  we  are  looking  forward 
to  a  small  but  gradual  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  our  seamen,  in  eonseqnence  of  the 
increase  of  our  armonr-plated  vessds, 
carrying  smaller  eomplemonts  of  men. 
What  we  are  doiu;  is  to  sobetitnto  skilled 
labonr  for  what  I  may  call  hmte  foree ; 
and  in  that  we  are  only  imitating  what 
is  going  on  in  erery  trade  or  busmess  in 
the  country.  Erery  year  we  are  inereas. 
ing  the  nnmber  in  the  ganoery  classes, 
and  what  we  lose  in  number  we  gain  in 
skilled  labour.  We  expect  that  these 
2,000  boys  a  year  will  be  sufficient;  be- 
cause, as  I  shall  show,  before  I  resome  my 
seat,  our  waste  of  seamen  is  becoming  less 
erery  year.  DeserUons  are  decreawng ; 
the  men  are  becoming  more  and  more 
attached  to  the  nary ;  and  the  waste  of 
seamen  diminishes  erery  year.  I  hare 
only  further  npon  thia  subject  to  state  the 
cost  per  head  of  the  beys.  The  inereaaa 
of  our  training  ahipa  has  led  to  an  inerease 
of  the  cost  of  Doys.  While  in  the  cnrrent 
year  the  boys  cost  £45  2«.  per  head,  the 
cost  of  each  hoy  for  tfae  year  1865-6  will 
be  £48  18«.,  bang  an  inereaie  of  nearly 
£4  per  head. 

I  win  now  pM^<^^^^Q^t^ 
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Votes  and  oome  to  Vote  5 — the  Seienti6e 
Tote.  In  this  there  is  m  new  item,  which, 
I  thinli.  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
Committee.  The  education  in  the  navy  and 
in  the  dookyards,  which  is  going  on  under 
tiieoontrol  of  the  Admiralty,  hai  necessitated 
the  appointment  of  an  officer  as  Director  of 
Education,  and  we  have,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Treasury,  appointed  a  very  well 
known  gentleman — Dr.  Woolley—  to  that 
office.  He  has  for  many  years  been  par- 
tially employed  under  the  Admiralty;  the 
necessity  which  has  arisen  for  his  undivided 
services  renders  it  necessary,  also,  that  be 
shonld  be  altogether  paid  by  the  Depart- 
ment, and  accordingly  in  this  Tote  a  snm 

£964  is  taken  for  bis  salary.  I  now 
torn  with  some  dismay  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Troro  (Hr.  A.  Smith).  He  will  ob- 
serve that  we  take  a  larger  sum  for  the 
School  of  Naval  Architecture  than  was 
voted  last  year  ;  bat  when  I  tell  him  that 
the  School  is  working  well,  that  we  hear 
the  best  accounts  of  the  pupils,  and  that 
pupils  from  the  private  trade  are  coming 
in,  I  trust  that  he  wilt  admit  that  of 
which  he  or  any  hon.  Member  may  con- 
vince himself  by  inspection  of  the  school 
at  Kensington  —  that  the  money  which 
has  been  applied  to  the  establishment  of 
this  School  has  been  well  laid  oat.  At 
the  same  time,  I  am  bound  to  admit  that 
the  Estimate  which  I  gave  last  year  of 
£2,300  has  been  ezeraded  daring  the 
year  1^  a  few  bnndred  poands. 

The  next  Vote  to  whieh  I  shall  ask  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  is  No.  6,  that 
for  the  Superintendence  of  the  Dockyards. 
Tbere  is  no  ohsnge  in  this  Vote,  nor  need 
I  make  any  remark  upon  it,  further  than 
to  state  that  in  a  few  days  we  shall  lay 
upon  the  table  a  proposal  for  the  entire 
remodelling  of  these  Dockyard  Votes. 
Instead  of  spreading  the  eost  of  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  doekyards,  and  the  wages 
over  several  Votes,  we  design  in  future 
to  eoDeet  the  whole  personal  expendi- 
ture upon  the  doekyards  into  one  Vote, 
of  the  vietaalling  yards  into  another,  and 
ao  on.  That  proposal  will  be  laid  before 
the  Committee  upon  FnbUe  Accounts, 
and  if  it  is  approved  by  them,  the  Es- 
timates for  next  year  will,  I  hope,  be 
brought  in  in  that  form  hj  myself,  by 
my  right  boo.  Friend  (Sir  John  Pakiog- 
ton),  or  by  some  other  hon.  Gentleman. 
We  are  endeavonring  in  various  ways  to 
carry  out  the  recommendation  of  the  Royal 
Commission  of  1861  upon  the  Dockyards. 
We  have  since  1861  lud  before  the  House 
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aceonnts  showing  the  expense  of  bnild- 
ing,  repairing,  and  maintaming  our  ships, 
and  also  of  the  manufactured  articles 
which  are  made  in  the  dockyards.  This 
year  we  propose  to  go  a  step  further,  and 
to  lay  upon  the  table  a  general  balance- 
sheet  of  the  coat,  showing  the  value  of  the 
stores  on  hand  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year,  the  debtor  and  creditor  opera- 
tions during  the  twelvemonth,  and  the 
balance  at  the  end  of  the  year.  But  I  will 
state  frankly  that  I,  for  one,  shall  not  be 
satis6ed  until  we  are  able  to  lay  on  the 
table  of  this  House  annually  a  regular 
capital  and  current  aeeoaut  with  reference 
to  our  dockyards,  onr  ships,  car  plan^  and 
everything  connected  with  tiie  expenditure 
of  the  navy.  I  say  tfiis  with  renrenee  to 
the  remarks  of  an  hoo.  Friend  of  mine 
(Mr.  Seeljr},  who,  the  other  night,  taunted 
me  with  supineness  and  with  having  since 
I  have  been  in  office  forgotten  the  earnest 
desire  which  I  expressed  when  out  of  office 
that  these  accounts  should  be  rendered. 
Personally  I  should  not  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  reply  to  such  accusations,  hot 
they  give  pain  to  many  able  men  in  the 
Department  in  whieh  I  serve,  and  wbo 
along  with  mjself,  my  hon.  Friend  near 
me  (Mr.  Childers).  and  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld), 
when  he  was  at  the  Admiralty,  have  been 
and  are  destroaa  of  laying  tiiese  matters 
fully  before  the  House.  I  think  it  is 
haiidly  generoos,  considering  the  progress 
that  has  been  made,  that  we  shoulo  be 
taunted  with  coldness  and  supineness  in 
this  important  matter.  I  believe  that  in  a 
short  time  we  shall  be  able  to  lay  upon  the 
table  the  papers  to  which  I  have  just  al- 
luded ;  but  I  deprecate  any  undue  haste 
in  these  matters,  because  I  know  that  ac- 
counts which  are  not  really  correct  are 
worse  than  valueless.  Great  labour  has 
been  imposed  upon  the  officers  who  have 
undertaken  to  prepare  these  accounts;  and 
I  believe  that  when  they  are  completed 
they  will  be  eminently  satisfaotory  to  the 
House  and  to  the  publie. 

Sir,  I  now  approach  onr  great  shipbuild- 
ing operations  under  Votes  8,  9,  and  10. 
The  amount  we  ask  for  the  year  1865-6 
for  the  stores  for  the  nan  and  for  con- 
tract built  ships  is  £2,930,654,  which, 
compared  with  the  £3,390,833  we  shall 
have  expended  during  the  present  year, 
shows  a  decrease  of  expenditure  io  this 
Department  of  £460,179 ;  and  I  may 
add,  as  a  passing  remark,  that  rather  leas 
than  one-fonrth  of  Iwth  tii«i|-  '- 
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4iM  to  pure  abipbaUding  io  the  present 
and  in  (ne  coming  jear.  HappUj  on  this 
ooeawon  there  i«  no  necessitj  for  me  to 
mde  tbroagb  a  great  many  drj  figures 
oouneoted  with  the  operaUons  to  be  carried 
out,  as  I  have  for  the  first  time  laid  npon 
tbo  table  of  the  House  a  very  oomprehen- 
sive  paper  containing  a  complete  pro- 
gramme of  our  intended  operaUons  during 
(be  coming  year.  I  have  done  so  on 
this  occasion  becaose  the  Duke  of  Somer- 
set  understood  there  was  a  general  wish 
among  those  Members  of  this  House 
who  tftke  an  interest  in  these  matters, 
that  a  statement  of  onr  proposed  works 
ahould  be  laid  upon  the  table.  I  hare 
ftlwftjs  given  a  verbal  sketch  of  oar  in- 
tended operations  for  the  ensuing  year 
on  ihuB  oceasions,  but  I  think  it  will  be 
very  mnah  mora  satisfactory  for  hoo. 
Mesibne  to  examine  this  paper,  as  they 
will  then  hare  a  better  opportunity  m 
critiaitng  onr  performances  than  they 
would  have  if  they  simply  listened  to  a 
speech.  However,  for  the  information  of 
(he  Honie  this  evening,  I  may  state  that 
for  the  year  1865-6  we  propose  to  construct 
15t\15  tons  of  shipping,  while  in  the  cor* 
rent  year  we  shall  produce  18.952  tons, 
being  a  proposed  reduction  of  3,837  torn, 
the  decrease  in  the  tonnage  for  the  coming 
year  being  in  proporUon  to  the  decrease  in 
the  Estimates.  The  Committee  will  pro- 
bably desire  to  know  what  is  the  force  of  our 
armou^plated  ships  either  completed  or 
building,  and  I  shall  therefore  proceed  to 
give  them  some  information  upon  this 
point.  We  have  altogether  thirty  armour- 
plMed  ships  complete  or  in  process  of  con- 
struction, and  I  may  Rtoto  with  some  satis- 
faction that  the  whole  of  them,  with  one 
eseepUon,  will  be  completed  and  ready  for 
sea,  if  oeeeasary,  by  the  dose  of  the  pre- 
sent calendar  ye«r.  That  one  exception 
is  io  the  esse  of  a  very  large  ship  called 
the  Northumheriatui,  and  1  feel  bound  to 
state  publicly  that  it  is  not  creditable  to 
the  Millwall  Shipbuilding  Company  that 
this  ship  has  not  been  proceeded  with  at 
the  same  rate  that  her  sister  ships  have 
been,  which  were  ordered  at  the  same  time 
from  other  firms.  Her  sister  ships  will  be 
ready  for  sea  at  the  end  of  the  year,  while 
there  is  little  chance  of  the  IhrtJtumber- 
land  being  completed  until  hr  into  the 
next  year. 

Sot  JOHN  FAKINOTON  inquired 
when  it  was  nrobable  th»t  the  Abmtm- 
h$rlaiid  would  be  ready, 
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untU  the  antninn  of  next  year.  I  ihovM 
have  been  more  uocomfortoble  about 
(his  but  that  during  the  lest  few  months 
we  have  had  greater  reason  to  be  satis- 
fied  with  the  progress  of  Uiia  diip.  which 
upon  inquiry  I  found  to  be  due  to  the 
energetic  exertions  of  my  hon-  and  gallant 
Friend  the  Member  for  Wakefield  {Sir  Jehu 
Hay),  who  I  understand  has  taken  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  Company;  and  therefore 
we  may  now  hope  to  see  the  vessel  com- 
pleted before  the  time  I  have  named.  I 
have  frequently  described  all  these  ships 
before,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  to 
which  I  intend  to  confine  my  observations. 
Of  these  two  the  Rojfol  Alfrtd  has  excited 
considerable  interest  on  account  of  Uie 
alterations  she  has  undergone.  This  veuel 
was  the  most  backwara  of  five  liiie-<tf- 
batUe  ships  it  was  proposed  to  armour- 
plate,  and  therefmre  the  alteraticna,  which 
will,  it  is  believed,  greatly  improve  her  as 
a  seagoing  ship  and  as  au  armour-plated 
vessel,  will  be  made  without  very  greatcoat 
I  should  stote  that  these  ships  which  are 
armour-plated  throughout  have  a  consider- 
able tendency  to  piteh,  and  that  therefore 
it  is  desirable,  as  far  as  possible,  to  li^tas 
their  ends.  Therefore,  instead  of  plating 
the  Boyal  Alfred  all  round  with  i^inch 
iron  plates,  we  reduce  the  weight  at  the 
ends,  and  increase  the  thickness  of  the 
iron  plates  at  the  wster-llne  from  4^ 
inch  to  6-inch,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
£15,000,  besides  the  additional  dockyard 
work.  An  hon.  Member  has  moved  for 
certein  Returns  which  will  explain  matters 
connected  with  this  ship,  and  therefore  I 
need  not  further  advert  to  it.  The  only 
other  vessel  I  shall  remark  upon — the 
fFat§noU^ — ^is  smallf  and  is  of  a  peculiar 
construction.  She  is  propelled  by  a  volume 
of  water  thrown  out  by  a  very  powerful 
water-wheel  within  the  ship.  If  the  in* 
vention  turns  out  successful  it  will  be  of 
great  use,  as  it  gives  the  vessel  the  power 
of  turning  round  on  her  centre,  as  upon  a 
pivot ;  but  whether  she  will  be  of  equal 
speed  for  her  power,  in  comparison  with 
other  vessels  moved  by  the  ordinary  pro- 
pelling machinery,  I  cannot  at  present 
say.  The  noble  Duke  at  the  head  of  the 
Admiralty  has,  however,  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  give  this  system  a  trial,  and  ac- 
cordingly the  WateruHtch  armour-plated 
gunboat  is  being  adopted  to  this  system. 

S»  JOHN-  PAEINOTON  ioqnired 
whetiier  this  ship  was  a  screw  vessel  s 

LoBD  CLARBNCB  PAGET:  No; 
the  vessel  ia  pn^Iled  by  a  ninme  of  watw 
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luuiiff  at  her  aide  \  whan  ifaa  la  waiitad  to 
'*  go  ahead  "  the  orifice  ia  lamed  towarda 
the  sterot  and  when  ehe  ia  re^uirad  to  go 
Mlaru  it  ia  twned  towarda  the  bow.  So 
mnch  for  tbeae  particular  reaaela.  Onr 
araionr-plated  float  umj  be  olaiaed  aa  fol- 
lows :  —  We  have  seren  afaips  of  great 
apead,  bat  haviug  a  very  great  drau^t  of 
water,  and  therefor*  they  eaonot  be  dooked 
out  of  this  country.  This  elaas  consists  of 
the  Warfior,  the  Black  Ptinee,  the  AcMill*$, 
the  MinfUmr,  Ae  Agineourt,  the  ^orl4- 
wnbwkmd,  and  the  BtiUrophon.  The 
aecood  clasq  oooaists  of  Tossels  possessing 
less  speedy  hot  also  drawing  less  water, 
and  their  namea  are  the  Lord  Clydt^ 
the  Boyml  Oak,  the  iVtnoe  Oomori,  the 
Ocaon,  the  CaUdtmia,  the  JUfol  Alfred, 
and  the  Lord  Wardm.  The  third  eUas 
•oo^B  of  the  ZeaUui,  the  factor,  the 
VcdiatU,  the  D€/«tc«,  and  the  Aesulonca. 
of  still  leaa  speed  and  draught.  We  have, 
therefore,  a  total  of  nioeteeD  amour-plated 
ships  of  the  Hoe.  The  oezt  in  order  on  the 
list  are  the  frigates,  correttaa,  and  gon- 
boata  —  namely,  the  FaoowriU,  the  B»- 
searekt  the  BnUrpriu,  the  PalUu,  the 
Fiper,  the  Viam,  and  the  Watwwitok; 
and  then  wo  come  to  four  ships  which  will 
be  for  coaat  defenoes — namely,  the  Bojfol 
Satareign,  the  iVuioa  AUmi,  the  Scot' 
pioMt  ud  the  Wyvem.  Theae  make  al- 
to^her  a  total  of  thirty  amoor-plated 
ahipa.  I  shall  not  en  tbe  present  oeeaaion 
enter  into  the  eootrorersy  of  "  tnrret 
Mmia  braadaide,"  aa  we  ahalL  bafo  time 
for  diwttSMon  apon  Uiat  point  hereafter. 
In  jnstieo  to  the  doekyarda  I  feel  ealled 
upon  to  renund  the  Hooae  that  aeveral  of 
these  iroB-plated  reaaela,  whkh  thia  time 
laat  year  I  told  tho  Committee  were  only 
jost  laid  down,  will  he  tamed  out  ready 
for  sea,  in  erery  respect  during  the  course 
of  the  present  year.  Thia  ia  a  rery  impor- 
tant circumstance,  for  if  we  required  three 
or  four  years  to  build  these  new-fishioned 
vessels,  they  might  possibly  become  obacK 
lete  by  the  time  they  were  completed  ;  and, 
therelmre,  it  ia  rery  latiafaeto^  to  find 
that  we  can  now  construct  them  in  so  short 
a  time.  As  soon  as  the  ^aUarcpibn  ia 
out  of  dock  at  Chatham,  we  propose  to 
eonatruct  a  sister  ship,  but  with  some 
alteratioaa,  which  wilt  rtow  te  what  point 
we  hare  arriTod  in  the  deftmnTe  plating 
of  ahipa.  The  thiokneaa  of  I  he  aides  of 
tbe  WmHor  ia  altogether  23|  inebaa, 
oomposed  of  5^  incbea  of  iron-nkt*  and 
18  incbea  of  wood.  Tbe  Hemk*,  which 
ii  to  iiieeeed  lb*  SiXUrogium,  ia  to  baye 


9  inehea  of  iroo-platisg,  10  bebea  of  wood 
backing,  li  inch  of  donble  akin  of  iron 
inudo  of  that,  22  inches  of  wood  ioside  of 
tbati  and  then  threo-quartera  of  an  ineb 
of  iron  inner  skin.  So  that  she  will  have 
a  thickness  of  11}  inches  of  iron  and  32 
inches  of  wood,  in  all,  at  the  water-line. 
In  other  respects  ahe  will  he  very  similar 
to  the  Bellen^hoKf  and  as  regards  her 
armament  she  will  be  armed  with  the 
oewe«t  fashion  of  guns  whaterar  that 
may  Iw  next  year.  We  propose  to  hntM 
at  Pembroke  an  armour-plated  oorvette* 
a  vessel  which  I  will  describe  when  we 
come  to  the  next  Vote,  for  the  resson 
that  ahe  differa  from  wluit  the  Commit- 
tee of  last  year  recommended.  She  will 
be  a  Teasel  of  about  3,000  tona,  with  a 
very  light  draught,  or  16  fiset,  and  with 
twin  acrews,  and  we  propoae  to  make  her 
at  the  water-lino  of  a  thicknesa  of  nz 
incbea  of  iron  and  10  inches  of  wood,  be- 
sides a  1-inch  inner  skin  of  iron.  We  hope 
that  she  will  be  able  to  carry  eight  of  these 
12-ton  guns.  That  is  what  we  propose  to  do 
in  the  dockyards  in  regard  to  armour-plated 
ships.  Our  farther  operations  in  the  dock- 
yards will  be  the  building  of  four  swift  ships 
not  armour-plated,  but  trusting  wholly  to 
their  speed  and  armament— vessels  which  I 
may  describe  by  a  name  familiar  to  every- 
body as  an  improved  class  of  Alahanuu, 
There  are  three  of  these  vessels  now  under 
eonatructioo,  and  we  propose  to  construct 
fonr  more  of  them,  making  seven.  The/ 
are  entirely  intended  for  the  protection  or 
oar  commerce.  They  will  all  be  built  of 
wood,  and  very  much  of  tbe  character  of 
the  famona  Alabama.  These,  then,  are 
the  operations  w*  mean  to  pttform  in  onr 
dockyards.  But,  in  addition  to  this,  if 
hon.  Gentlemen  will  look  at  Vote  No.  10 
they  will  see  there  a  sum  of  £120,000  to 
be  taken  this  year,  being  part  of  a  whole 
sum  of  £240.000  for  ships  to  be  built  by 
contract.  This  sum  we  propose  to  apply 
to  the  construction  of  one  or  more  ships. 
The  first  proposal  we  have  to  make  is  thst, 
if  possible,  we  should  endeavour  to  cod> 
struct  a  ship  upon  the  turret  principle 
which  shall  he  ft  real  sea-going  vessel. 
We  have  never  yet  succeeded  in  get- 
ting one  of  these  vessels  which  can  be 
deemed  a  thorough  aeft-going  ship.  I  do 
not  deny  that  Captain  CtHea  will  have  eon- 
siderabte  difficulties  to  overcome  in  con- 
structing a  thorough  sea-going  ship  on  tbe 
turret  priociple.  Everybody  anows  that  a 
aea-going  uap  for  cruiung  most  have 
maata  and  ngoinff— we  knqw^  that  ifaa 
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turrets  raait  be  placed  in  tbe  eentre  line 
of  the  ship — nnd  therefore  in  order  to  get 
a  clear  range  for  the  guns  from  the  eentre 
of  the  ship  jou  most  hare  as  few  obstme- 
tions  a«  possible  at  her  extremities,  be- 
cause those  obstructions  interfere  with  the 
firing  of  the  guns.  That  is  one  of  the  diffi- 
colties  which  Captain  Coles  has  to  contend 
with,  bnt  which  I  feel  confident  mjself 
that  he  will  be  able  to  surmount.  He  has 
been  directed  by  the  Admiralty  to  prepare 
drawmgs,  he  has  had  the  usiatanee  of 
dnagfatamen  from  tbe  Admiralty,  and  he 
hu  been  ftunished  with  th«  lines  of  such 
of  our  ships  as  he  might  desire  to  have» 
with  every  other  assistance  that  we  can 
aflbrd  him,  in  order  that  he  may  be  enabled 
to  design  a  thorough  sea-going  turret-ship. 
As  yet  we  have  not  reeeired  his  designs ; 
bnt  what  we  propose  is  that  if  these  de- 
signs are  approved  by  the  Admiralty  we 
should  invite  tenders  for  the  construction 
of  such  a  ship  by  contract  from  tbe  great 
shipbuilding  firms  of  tbe  country.  We 
are  also  desirous  of  constructing  a  small 
armour-plated  ship  for  the  defence  of  har- 
bours. We  are  preparing  plans  ourselves, 
and  think  it  qnite  possible  that  we  may 
adopt  the  turret  principle  idso  for  that 
vessel.  But,  of  eomse,  I  am  oUiged  to 
speak  very  generally  as  to  these  proposals; 
ror»  in  tmtb,  we  greatly  depend  upon  the 
drairings  whieh  we  shall  receive  from  Gap- 
tain  Cwei.  This  eonoludes  the  observa- 
tions I  have  to  make  npon  the  shipbuild- 
ing Votes. 

I  now  approach  a  Vote  which  requires 
perhaps  the  most  careful  statement  on  my 
part,  and  the  most  carefiU  consideration 
also  from  the  Committee.  I  allude  to 
Tote  11,  for  the  expenditure  on  the  build- 
ing of  our  naval  establishments  includ- 
ing docks,  he.  Perhaps  the  best  course 
that  I  can  adopt  will  be  to  advert  to  the 
proceedings  of  a  Committee  which  hon. 
Gentlemen  may  recollect  was  appointed  by 
the  House  last  year  to  consider  the  state 
of  oar  badn  and  dock  accommodation, 
both  in  this  country  and  in  the  eolonies. 
That  Committee  consisted  of  some  of  the 
most  able  men  in  the  Honse,  of  men  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  tbe  subject  re- 
ferred to  them  ;  and  I  am  now  about  to 
lay  before  you  in  as  brief  a  form  as  I  can 
the  recommendations  at  which  they  ar- 
rived. I  hope  the  hon.  Uembers  of  tbe 
Committee  will  give  me  credit  for,  at  all 
events,  desiring  to  state  exactly  what  their 
views  were.  First,  then,  the  Committee 
very  strongly  recommended  genvallj. 
Lord  Clarenee  Paget 


without  specifying  any  exact  number  of 
docks—but  their  recommendation  is  in 
very  strong  terms — or  any  definite  acreage 
of  basin  accommodation,  that  there  should 
be  additional  docks  and  basins  at  Ports- 
mouth ;  secondly,  they  recommended  that 
there  should  be  a  third  basin  and  two  ad- 
ditional first-class  docks  at  Eeybam ; 
thirdly,  they  recommended  the  constmo- 
tion  of  a  dock  at  Cork — that  is,  in  Cark. 
harbour,  and  also  that  an  agreement 
should  be  come  to  if  possible  for  the  deep- 
ening of  a  private  dock  whieh  exists 
in  the  Cork  river.  These  were  thnr 
recommendations  with  regard  to  docks  at 
home.  Fourthly,  they  recommended  that 
at  Malta  the  conittmction  of  the  Marsa 
dock,  which  hod  been  ordered  and  was 
just  about  to  he  commenced,  and  for  which 
I  last  year  asked  a  Vote  from  this  House, 
should  be  suspended  ;  that  every  exertion 
should  be  made  to  expedite  the  harbour 
works  at  the  Marsa  in  order  to  provide 
the  stipulated  accommodation  formerebant 
ships,  so  that  French  Creek  might  be 
placed  as  soon  as  possible  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Royal  Navy ;  and  they  lUso  ex- 
pressed their  opinion  that  the  increase  of 
dock  aeeommodation  for  tbe  Royal  Kavj 
ought  not  to  be  limited  to  one  first^ass 
doek.  FifUily,  they  recommend  that  a  dock 
should  be  built  at  Bermuda.  Sixthly,  they 
recommend  an  arrangement  to  be  made 
with  private  parties  in  colonies,  and  like- 
wise in  the  great  mercantile  ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  by  which  the  Govern- 
ment should  give  aid  in  the  form  of  a  loan 
towards  the  construction  and  enlargement 
of  docks.  Bnt  the  Committee  also  made 
an  important  suggestion  towards  the  end 
of  their  Report — that  is  to  say,  as  soose 
kind  of  set-off  against  the  great  expendi- 
ture which  they  had  reeommmded,  they 
suggested  the  suppression  of  some  of  our 
smaller  dockyards,  and  they  name,  among 
these,  Wotdwich,  Deptfbrd,  and  Pembroke. 
The  last  paragraph  of  their  Report  is 
such  great  importance  that  1  must  paiv 
tieulariy  refer  to  it,  because  it  bears 
strongly  upon  the  proposal  that  1  am 
about  to  make.  The  Committee  there 
state — 

"Tonr  Committee, before eoneleding  tbeir  Re- 
port, think  it  ri|bt  to  du<eot  attention  to  th«  ert- 
dence  of  two  emiDent  eivil  engioeers,  Mr.  U'Lean 
and  Mr.  Coode,  from  which  it  appear*  that  e  grast 
Mvmg  of  expense,  both  of  onplojmwnt  of  ptaot 
and  ID  gaperriaioD,  wonld  resnlt  from  disslidibiBg, 
ai  moeh  as  {waetiosble,  tin  time  to  bo  ooeiqied 
in  emnpletiDg  tbe  propossd  extsqrim  of  the  4oek- 
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worki  szposed  to  lea  risk  daring  their  progress. 
Tbe  Committee,  therefore,  hkring  due  regu^  to 
economy,  no  leu  than  to  the  preuing  neoesaitiea 
of  tlie  fMTlee,  are  of  opinion  that  the  completion 
of  tbe  woriu  they  iMomnend  ehoold  be  e^edtted 
b7  whatafer  nMau  maj  appear  meet  adTlnbla  to 
Uie  Goremment  and  to  Parlbunent." 

The  gist  of  that  recommeDdatton  was  that 
we  should,  after  deciding  to  andertake  aojr 
new  work,  take  ererj  possible  means  of 
eompletiog  tt  as  toon  as  practicable.  I 
am  DOW  about  to  state  what  course  the 
OoTemm^ent  propose  to  adopt  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendations  of  that  Com> 
mittea.  Vote  11  for  the  year  1865-6 
amounts  to  £527,985;  there  was  voted  for 
this  jear  £444,298.  Therefore  there  is  a 
nominal  increase  on  the  Vote  of  this  year 
of  X83.000.  But  I  should  say  that  of 
tiiis,  £53,000  is  a  transfer  hom  other 
Votes  of  some  items  for  repwra  which 
properly  belong  to  this  Vote.  The  real 
inorease  this  year  is  about  £30,000.  Now, 
Sir,  putting  out  of  consideratim  for  the 
moment  all  minor  patching  operations,  I 
shall  advert  to  the  new  works  which  we 
propose  to  undertake.  First  of  all,  there 
is  the  extension  of  Chatham  Dockyard. 
That  did  not  eome  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Committee  of  last  year,  because  it 
had  been  already  inquired  into  by  a  Com- 
mittee which  strongly  reeommeoded  the 
enlargement  of  Chatham  Dockyard.  The 
original  Estimate  for  Chatham  Dockyard 
laid  before  the  Committee  amounted  to 
£943,876.  That  Estimate  was  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  House  as  one  for  tbe  en- 
largement of  the  yard  by  eouvict  lahour. 
It  was  supposed  that,  having  a  large  es* 
tabliabment  for  oonriets  at  Chatham,  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  works  oonid  be  oonstmot- 
ed  by  convicts,  and  therefore  a  low  esti- 
mate would  be  sufficient.  But,  bearing  in 
mind  the  recommendation  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  last  year,  we  now  propose  to  the 
House  an  addition  to  that  Estimate  of 
£306,124.  That  will  be  entirely  for  con- 
tract labour  to  carry  out  the  additional 
works,  and  will  greatly  expedite  their  com- 
pletion. I  sbonld  state  that,  with  regard 
to  contracts,  our  usual  habit  is,  aa  far  as 

rtible.  to  confine  them  to  the  service  to 
undertaken  during  the  coming  year. 
Parliament  votes  a  certain  sum  for  certain 
works  in  eertain  yards,  and  generally  it  is 
our  dnty  to  confine  our  oontraets  as  nearly 
as  possible  to  the  sum  voted  by  Parliament. 
We  have  no  right  to  anticipate  ^e  deeieion 
of  Parliament  by  entering  into  engagements 
beyond  the  year  without  their  authority. 
That  has  bean  a  moM  propw  eonne,  but  I 


must  say  it  IB  a  souroe  of  great  want  of 
economy.  That  was  very  wdl  a  few  yeara 
ago,  when  a  work  requiring  an  annnal  ox- 
pendiluro  of  £30,000  was  a  large  work  to 
ask  anyone  to  undertake;  but  such  men  as 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Finsbury 
(Sir  Morton  Feto),  who  employs  30,000 
men,  could  undertake  at  once  a  contract 
for  £1,000,000  without  thinking  it  a  mat- 
ter of  great  importance.  In  these  days, 
there  is  no  difficulty  whatever,  if  the 
House  sees  fit  to  decide  on  the  eonstrne- 
tion  of  important  works,  in  authorizing 
the  Government  to  enter  into  a  contraot 
for  the  whole  work.  If  the  House  will 
agree  to  that  principle,  we  can,  I  believe, 
by  entering  into  a  oontraet  for  the  eon- 
sU'uction  oF  the  works  at  a  given  sum  per 
annum,  get  eontraetors  to  bring  a  great 
amount  of  plant  and  employ  a  vaat  number 
of  men,  and,  I  believe,  we  shall  get  the 
work  done  at  a  considerable  diminution  of 
cost,  and  within  a  moeh  shorter  period  of 
time.  That  is  the  proposal  we  have  to 
make.  Whether  that  should  be  carried 
out  in  the  shape  of  a  Bill,  or  in  what  other 
form,  I  am  not  now  prepared  to  say.  We 
have  referred  the  matter  to  the  Treasury, 
and  as  soon  as  we  get  the  sanction  of  the 
Treasury  I  shall  bring  the  subject  before 
the  House  in  a  more  distinct  and  definite 
shape.  Meanwhile,  it  will  be  for  tbe  House 
to  decide  whether,  having  determined  tho 
fact  that  you  are  going  to  construct  Booh 
and  such  works,  you  will  give  the  Oovem- 
ment  authority  to  enter  into  a  contract  for 
their  oorapletion.  I  beg  distinotly  to  state 
that  all  these  Estimateb  are  baaed  on  this 
proposal.  If  the  House  in  its  wisdom  doeo 
not  see  fit  to  grant  this  power,  then  I  can 
only  say  I  can  no  longer  answer  that  these 
Votes  will  be  sufficient  to  cover  the  expen- 
diture. 

Sib  JOHN  FAKINGTON :  Is  the  cost 
of  the  works  you  are  now  about  to  describe 
included  in  these  Estimates  t 

LoBD  CLARENCE  PAGET:  They 
are  all  included  in  the  first  column  of  the 
Estimate,  which  includes  the  whole  cost  of 
the  works,  and  is  based  on  the  supposition 
that  we  contract  for  the  whole  work,  using 
convict  labour  for  tidal  and  dirty  work. 
What  we  propose  to  take  for  Chatham  Dock- 
yard for  next  year  ia£70,000.  Everybody 
knows  that  on  the  oommeneement  oi  a 
great  work  it  is  of  no  use  to  ask  for  a  tarj 
large  sum  tbe  first  year ;  in  &et.  It  eoold 
not  be  expended.  Ton  must  get  your  oon- 
traets oomplete.  Ton  must  inmee  eon- 
traoton  to  bring  anffioient 
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gnnnd,  and  a  certain  anoant  of  time  mmi 
elapse  before  joa  ean  reallj  aei  to  work. 
That  will  aoeount  for  the  BmallDesi  of  thU 
sam  of  £70,000  which  we  propoae  only  to 
take  thifl  year  for  the  extension  of  Gbnt- 
ham  Dockyard.  Dnriog  the  present  year 
I  only  ask  £20.000  for  additional  workB 
at  Portsmoath— the  whole  Estimate  for 
additional  works  at  Portsmouth  being 
£1,500,000.  Fnll  plans  of  these  works 
will  he  laid  before  the  House.  It  will  he 
proper  alao  that  for  the  understanding  of 
■o  great  a  work,  and  also  interesting,  that 
a  model  of  the  plans  should  be  placed  in 
the  library  for  the'  inspection  of  Members. 

Coumn.  SYKBS :  Does  the  Bstimate 
include  the  price  of  land  to  be  taken  t 

LoBD  CLARENCE  FAOBT :  The  land 
to  be  taken  is  Government  land  to  be  re- 
claimed tnm  the  sea,  sobjeet  to  certain 
rights  of  the  inlubitBiita  of  Portsmoeth, 
which  bare  been  already  dealt  with  under 
an  Act  passed  last  year.  I  now  come  to 
Keyham  Dockyard.  Here  we  do  not 
propose  this  year  to  follow  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  of  last  year, 
to  which  I  have  already  adverted.  We 

Sropose  to  defer  the  oonstmction  of  ad- 
itiosal  basins  or  docka  nntU  the  enlai^ 
ment  of  the  basin  now  gmng  on  at  Key- 
ham  it  6ni8hed.  That  work  will  itself  be 
a  great  improTcment,  and  when  completed 
there  will  arise  the  questioD  of  going  oo 
with  the  fbrther  works.  I  may  also  say 
that  we  will  lay  on  the  table  of  the  Honse 
phina  of  tlw  proposed  eztenaioBB  at  Key- 
bam.  I  come  next  to  the  new  works  pro- 
posed at  Cork,  which  are  in  aceordanee 
with  the  reeomme'nda^Ds  of  the  Commit- 
tee. We  propose  eonstmcting  a  large 
dock  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hanlbowlinc, 
on  an  eligible  Mte  close  to  the  island, 
where  there  is  a  small  naral  establishment 
already.  Here,  again,  we  shall  hare  the 
assistance  of  convict  labear,  bat  we  shall 
undertake  the  more  important  part  of  the 
work  by  conlrael.  The  entire  cost  of  that 
work  is  £150,000,  of  which  we  propose 
to  take  this  year  only  £5,000,  becaose 
that  is  all  that  can  be  expended  in  the 
preliminary  preparations. 

Sn  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTB: 
Within  what  time  is  it  expeeted  the  works 
wiU  be  f  Dished  f 

LoKD  CLARENCE  PA6BT :  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  state  the  time  to  the  Com- 
mittee, bet  that  will  depend  on  the  deci- 
sion of  the  HoDse  aa  to  what  sum  should 
bo  voted  annoally  towards  this  dock.  1 
will  afterwards  give  nntre  ^edfie  fiewfl  on 
Lord  OUtrmo$  FugH 


BOmatm.  1164 

the  pdnt  when  we  come  to  the  dbenidon 
of  tlus  Tote.  The  elbot  of  aQ  these  pro- 
posab  is  that  we  ask  for  the  year  1865-6 
£116,000  for  the  censtmetion  of  new 
works  at  home.  I  now  come  to  the  docks 
at  Malta.  On  this  point  I  avoid  all  con- 
troversy. I  leave  that  Ull  we  come  to  the 
discussion  on  the  Vote;  I  am  now  merely 
going  to  give  a  brief  statement  of  what  we 
propose  to  do  in  conseqneuee  of  the  re> 
commendation  of  the  Committee.  The 
Committee  recommended  the  eoapennon 
of  the  construction  of  the  dock  and  hasia 
at  the  Maraa,  and  that  reeommendatioB 
we  propose  to  follow.  The  Duke  of 
Somerset,  soon  after  Parliament  was  pro- 
rogued, went  out  himaelf  to  inspect  the 
site,  and  he  took  my  hon.  Friend  the  CivU 
Lord  (Admiral  Dromnumd)  and  the  Direc- 
tor of  Woiks.  He  had  the  most  friendly 
eommnnicatiim  with  aU  parties,  and  the 
result  has  been  what  the  Committee,  I  have 
no  doubt,  will  deem  satisfactory.  The  Dnke 
found  when  he  got  to  Malta  that  there 
was  great  alarm  about  the  eoostmction 
of  the  dock  at  Marsa.  It  was  thought 
if  we  WOTO  to  build  a  dock  of  sufflctent 
capacity  for  our  men-of-war,  instead  of 
being  nsefnl  for  the  mercantile  navy, 
and  only  to  be .  vsed  for  tim  Royal 
Navy  on  emergewnes,  the  mereantile  navy 
wonld  be  shut  out  altogetiier.  The  Duke 
considered  whether  any  means  could  not 
he  dei^sed  of  evweoming  the  dtfieuUj  at 
once  by  ematmeting  a  dock  in  the  FVeneh 
Greek.  He  found  all  the  Haltaae  of  i»t- 
nl«i,  and  their  opinion  wu  eonfirmed  by  hia 
own  observations,  that  it  wouM  have  been 
worse  than  impolitic  to  mdeavoor  to  com- 
mence a  dock  in  the  French  Creek,  on  any 
of  the  sites  that  has  been  proposed,  untU 
that  Creek  was  given  up  to  us.  He  found 
that  the  Fronoh  Creek  was  a  mass  of  ships, 
and  that  every  kind  of  building  and  trade 
was  going  on  conneoted  with  shipping;  and 
to  have  interfered  in  any  way  with  these 
people  until  such  time  as  the  upper  part 
of  the  harbonr  was  given  up  to  tltem 
and  they  had  cleared  ont  of  the  Cteek 
wonld  have  beat  unwise.  The  Duke 
directed  Major  Clarke,  the  Dh«etor  of 
Works,  to  go  himself  nad  aaeert«n  if  loaM 
ether  rite  oonM  not  be  fonnd  for  making  a 
doek  in  .the  Frmieh  Creek,  whteh  oowd 
be  commenced  at  onee.  The  Duke  Mt  as 
we  tUI  felt  that  this  was  the  best  site. 
I  have  never  denied  that  in  this  House, 
but  the  dtffknlly  was  tbst  we  codd  not 
have  the  Freudi  Creek  till  the  other  works 
w«»  eempleted  »^  H  ^@||>^(i,gf^ 
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The  DirMtor  of  Worki,  after  »  eanfnl . 
cnuioation  with  the  eogineen  of  ^e 
army,  found  a  better  site,  not  very  far  from 
(he  other,  and  the  plana  are  already  on 
the  table.  There  is  a  feature  about  it 
that  did  not  exist  on  the  other  sites— 
namely,  that  a  dock  conld  be  cot  from 
the  Dockyard  Greek,  and  that  the  com- 
meooement  of  the  work  should  be  at  the 
rear  and  not  at  the  front.  They  found 
that  this  was  a  better  site  than  any  that 
had  been  chosen  before,  and  it  had  the 
adrantage  that  we  could  work  at  it  and 
almost  complete  it  without  tonohing  the 
French  Creek  at  all.  It  is  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  cutting  from  the  Dockyard 
Greek  to  the  Freneh  Greek.  When  the 
Duke  of  Somerset  saw  tiiis  be  saw  at  once 
that  we  had  got  what  we  wanted^  and  the 
anthorities  at  Malta  were  of  one  aceord  on 
the  subjeet,  aud  we  are  now  at  liberty  to 
eommenee  this  long  wisbed-for  dock.  I 
regret,  for  the  sake  of  the  Maltese  more 
than  for  our  own  Sake,  that  the  Maraa 
dock  is  to  be  given  up ;  but  I  think  the 
House  will  be  of  opinion  that  the  Qorem- 
nent  hare  come  to  a  right  determinatioo 
on  the  matter.  The  works  we  propose  at 
Malta  are  the  following: — First,  for  the 
porehase  of  land  round  the  Freneh  Creek; 
aeeording  to  the  original  agreement  with 
the  Halteee  OoTemment,  we  are  to  pay 
a  toUl  sam  of  £60.000,  and  on  this 
item  we  propose  to  take,  for  the  year 
]  865-6.  £1&000;  neit,  for  the  constme- 
tion  of  tiie  dook  and  oonneotion  with  the 
dockyard  our  total  Estimate  is  £120,000; 
and  we  propose  for  1865^  a  >om  of  £8,000, 
this  being  as  much  as  we  think  can  he  spent 
in  preparing  plant  necessary  for  the  works. 
The  other  item  for  Marsa  works,  ezolusiTe 
of  the  Marsa  dook — which  it  will  be  recol- 
lected were  sanctioned  by  this  House  be- 
fore the  qaestioo  of  the  Marsa  dook  was 
raised,  and  after  deducting  oertaio  contri- 
bntions  ft-om  the  Maltese  Ooremment,  but 
including  an  additional  Estimate  for  pre- 
miums to  a  contractor  for  earlier  eomple- 
tion  of  the  work,  for  the  removal  of  the 
large  stones  found  embedded  in  the  mud, 
and  for  carrying  wharf  walla  down  to  the 
rock,  tiie  whole  of  whioh  Estimate 
amoonta  to  £109,930,  (of  whioh  a  por- 
tion has  already  been  Toted)-— amounts  to 
£18.000.  The  e^t  of  this  will  be  that 
for  works  at  Malta  we  Uke  £44,000,  which, 
with  the  £116,000  which  I  have  already 
stated  for  works  at  home,  will  make  the 
sum  we  ask  for  the  oonstmction  of  works 
£160.000,  being  MWiethiiig  Uke  donUe  Ibe 


amount  we  took  for  new  worka  last  year. 
Therefore  the  Hoase  will  see  that  we  are 

entering  eon  amore  into  the  views  of  the 
Committee.  The  next  place  to  which  the 
Committee  adverted  is  Bermuda.  Now, 
every  one  who  knows  Bennada~and  I 
know  it  well— must  be  aware  that  it  Is 
probably  the  most  difficult  spot  on  the  face 
of  the  earth  for  the  construction  of  a  dock 
of  masonry.  The  nature  of  the  soil  there 
is  BO  very  unsuited  to  the  purpose  that 
it  is  doubt&l  whether  it  would  be  possible 
to  oonstmot  a  dock  of  masonry  ;  for  the 
substance  through  whioh  you  would  have 
to  work  is  coral  rook,  full  of  fissures ;  and 
the  engineere  who  have  studied  the  qneetion 
are  very  strongly  of  opinion  that  loeh  a 
dock  oonld  not  be  constracted  there.  Under 
these  ctrcnmstances,  my  noble  Friend  the 
Duke  of  Somerset  tbinka  it  wonUl  be 
folly  to  ask  the  House  at  the  present 
moment  for  money  to  construct  a  dock  at 
Bermuda.  What  he  proposes  is  to  send 
out  one  or  two  able  men,  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  the  subject,  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther such  a  deck  can  be  ooustrocted,  or 
any  modification  of  a  masonry  dock  ;  and, 
failing  tbat,  whether  by  an^  of  the  new 
patent  floating  docks,  hydranlie  lifts,  orpii- 
tent  slips,  the  difflcolty  can  be  got  over ; 
because  my  noble  Friend  is  of  opinion  that 
on  the  whole  the  advantages  of  Bermuda 
outweigh  those  of  Halifax.  Our  attention 
will,  therefore,  be  given  to  finding  means 
for  repairing  our  ships  at  Bermuda.  Mora 
than  this  I  eannol  eay  on  the  anbject  \  bnt 
the  Gtovemment  an  most  anxious  to  have 
a  dock  at  Bermuda.  The  qnestion  touohed 
open  by  the  Committee  as  to  arrangements 
by  which  the  Goverument  might  encourage 
the  ooDstmction  of  large  docks  in  our  own 

C sessions  alt  over  the  world,  and  also  at 
ae,  by  private  companies,  will  be  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House  at  a 
later  period.  It  will  be  for  the  House  to 
say  wbethtf,  and  under  what  form,  it  will  be 
their  pleasure  to  carry  out  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Committee  on  the  subject,  whe- 
thw  by  Act  of  Fariiament  or  by  othw 
means. 

And  now  let  me  state  what  are  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Oovernment  with  respeet 
to  closing  the  smaller  doekyards  in  the 
United  Kiogdoffl.  I  must  observe  that  the 
sugg«>tion  with  regard  to  the  elorioff  of 
Pembroke  Doekyanl  was  not  ad^tted  by 
anything  like  the  unanimoas  roiee  of  the 
Committee.  There  is  no  harm  in  ny  men- 
tioning the  fact  that  the'right  hoo.  Baronat 
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kiiigton).tlie  right  hon.  Barooat  theMember 
for  Portsmouth  (Sir  Francis  Baring),  who 
fflled  the  (^Bee  of  First  Lord,  and  the  right 
hoa.  Gentleman,  the  Memb«r  for  Tyrone 
(Mr.  Corrj)*  were  all  against  elosing  Fem- 
brdte  Dockyard  ;  and  Z  am  boand  to  say 
t^t.  aJthoi^h,  of  eonrae,  u  Churmao  «F 
tbe  Committee,  it  was  not  my  buiinesB  to 
Tote,  my  feeliogs  went  altogether  with 
tiiose  right  hon.  Geotlemen.  I  think  it 
would  be  a  most  nnwise  thing  to  shut  up 
Pembroke  Dockyard.  That  dockyard  being 
far  away  from  any  of  the  great  emporiems 
of  commerce,  if  you  sell  it  it  will  not 
realise  anything  like  its  intrinsic  Taloe. 
Kemember,  too,  that  it  is  an  admirable 
land-locked  harbour,  that  we  have  spent 
vast  sums  in  building  and  defending  it ; 
we  have  built  forts  about  it  i»  all  directions, 
so  that  it  is  now  about  asdiflicult  of  access 
for  an  enemy  as  any  port  m  the  United 
Kingdom,  there  is  a  great  command  of 
labonr  in  tiie  neighbcmrhood,  and  it  is 
near  extensive  eoal  and  iron  distriets  ;  and 
<^  course  there  is  economy  in  building  at  a 
plaee  where  the  men  are  constantly  employed 
m  shipbuilding  only;  all  these  things  make 
it  very  questionable  whether  we  should 
give  it  up  ;  much  more  so  at  the  present 
time.  For  these  reasons  the  GoTernment, 
after  much  consideration,  have  decided 
not  only  not  to  think  of  disposing  of 
it,  but  to  ask  the  consent  of  the  House 
to  the  commencement  of  another  iron 
building  establishment  at  Pembroke  Doek- 

Jrard.  We  believe  that  the  necessary  out- 
ay  will  be  comparatively  small,  as,  in 
eonsequmee  of  Uie  work  caried  on  there 
in  biuldiog  wooden  shipe,  in  whieh,  now  a 
days,  a  great  deal  <tf  iron  is  naed,  and  in 
holding  plates,  there  is  a  great  stock  irf 
phut  at  present  in  that  dockyard.  Un- 
der these  oirenmstanees  it  appears  to  ns 
that  it  would  not  be  wdl  to  shut  np 
Pembroke,  and  we  propose,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  House,  to  commence  the 
building  of  an  iron  armour-plated  ship  at 
tiiat  port.  I  have  further  to  refer  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  Committee  only 
with  respect  to  Deptford  and  Woolwich. 
Deptford,  as  a  buildtog-yard,  has  undoubt- 
edly many  disadvantages.  There  is  very 
little  water  opposite  to  it,  and,  taking  into 
aeeonnt  the  siie  of  our  ships,  that  is  an 
importsnt  consideration.  It  is,  however, 
invalnable  to  the  eouotry  as  •  station  for 
the  vietaalling  operations  of  onr  fleet  and 
army,  and  also  as  a  dep6t  for  a  vast  mass 
of  stores.  It  possesses  a  larae  extent  of 
qnay  space,  whieh  is  very  nsafu,  aa  will  at 
Lord  CUrmiM  Pagtf 


once  be  seen  when  it  is  remembered  that 
during  the  Crimean  war  we  pud  consider- 
able demurrage,  in  consequence  of  not  hav- 
ing Buffieient  wharfage  for  the  embarkation 
of  our  stores.  The  freight  from  tiiat  dock- 
yard also  is  eheap,  beeanse  thm  are  so 
many  vessels  loading  in  the  liver,  whieh 
are  very  glad  to  take  fiNun  it  portions  at 
their  cargo.  There  are,  in  short,  several 
reasons  why  it  would  be  nnadrissble  to  dis- 
pose  of  Deptford  doekyud  ;  hut,  so  for  as 
shipbuilding  is  concerned,  I  think  I  may 
say  it  will  be  no  longer  maintained  for  that 
purpose,  OS  soon  as  we  see  onr  way  to 
additional  accommodation.  With  regard  to 
Woolwich,  we  have  it  under  consideration 
to  dispose  of  the  yard  and  to  remove  the 
establishment,  though  I  cannot  state  that 
our  intentions  in  this  respect  will  be 
carried  out  this  year.  I  am  unable  just 
now  to  state  the  exact  nature  of  our  pro- 
posals on  the  point,  but  I  can  assure  the 
Committee  that  tiiey  will  be  earefnlly  eon- 
sidMed,  and,  I  hope,  pat  into  exeoution  in 
sueh  a  waj  as  will  be  most  eondnoive  to 
the  pnblie  service. 

I  have  now  made  all  the  observations 
which  I  think  are  oalled  for,  as  to  the 
various  recommendations  of  the  Committee 
and  our  own  proposals  in  relation  to  dock- 
yards, and  I  have  very  little  to  add  in  ex- 
planatioo  of  these  Estimates  generally. 
We  have  inserted  this  year  a  very  important 
item  in  Tote  12,  to  the  amount  of  £4,000, 
which  we  propose  to  devote  to  carry  into 
effect  the  purposes  for  which  the  Contagious 
Diseases  Act  was  passed  last  Session.  It 
would  be  premstore  on  my  part  to  say  that 
that  Act  has  already  dime  great  good,  but 
I  nwy  inform  the  Committee  that  all  the 
iadieatiens  whieh  we  have  of  its  working 
tend  to  show  that  it  b  likely  to  be  produc- 
tive of  the  ntmost  benefit,  not  only  to  the 
men  of  the  two  services,  but  to  residents 
in  our  ports  themselves,  I  may  add  that 
we  have  entered  into  an  arrangement  with 
the  War  Office,  that  we  shall  nnderUke 
to  earry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Act  at 
Plymouth,  Portsmouth,  and  Sheerness, 
while  the  War  Office  will  take  entire  charge 
of  the  otherstations  mentioned  in  the  sche- 
dule of  the  Act.  There  is  another  item 
set  forth  iu  these  Estimates,  as  to  whieh 
I  wish  to  say  a  word.  We  are  supposed 
to  be  very  stingy  as  to  the  amount  of  cha- 
ritable oontribntioas  which  we  afford ;  bnt 
this  year  there  is  what  I  am  anre  will  be 
r^arded  as  a  fair  inerease  in  Uie  Vote 
fur  religiotts  and  ebaritaUe  institutions — 
sneh  aa  sulnrs'  homea  in  JW£^<^ 
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hood  of  our  doekjanli.  The  lut  Tote  is 
that  for  the  annj  tnuuporU  Under  that 
head  there  is  no  great  change  for  this  com- 
ing jear,  hot  there  is,  I  am  happj  to  say, 
provision  made  for  the  return  of  five  regi- 
ments from  New  Zealand.  I  trust  we  hare 
asked  for  what  will  turn  out  to  be  a  suffi- 
cient amount  under  this  head  ;  but  if  there 
should  be  anj  excess  on  the  Vote,  I  am 
sure  the  Committee  wilt,  at  a  Ister  period 
of  the  Session,  allow  me  to  ask  for  a  small 
additional  sum.  I  do  not,  howerer,  anti- 
cipate that  it  will  be  neeessary  to  take 
that  step. 

I  hsTe  now  eoneladed  the  obserrations 
whiob  Z  have  deemed  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  make  on  the  Navy  Estimates.  I  hare, 
of  course,  giren  but  a  sketch  of  the  va* 
rions  iroportuit  matters  on  which  I  have 
touched  ;  hut  I  shall  be  most  happy  to 
give  every  eiplanation  in  my  power  with 
respect  to  the  several  Votes  as  they  arise. 
Z  mnst,  however,  before  I  resume  my  seat, 
ask  the  Committee  to  be  good  enough  to 
permit  me  to  make  a  few  remarks  relating 
to  the  condition  of  the  navy,  particularly 
in  reference  to  our  seamen.  It  is  the 
more  important  that  I  should  do  so,  ioas- 
muofa  as  we  find  from  time  to  time  in  some 
of  the  most  respectable  journals,  reports  to 
the  effeet  that  the  navy  is  unpopular,  that 
we  cannot  man  our  ships,  and  that  the  class 
of  men  we  do  get,  is  of  an  inferior  descrip- 
tion. I  am  now  adverting  more  especially 
to  what  took  place  last  autumn,  when  a 
very  huge  ^ip^the  Vtdoria — was  being 
fitted  ont  for  servioe  in  theUediterranean, 
and  when  it  wu  stated  there  was 
great  diflicnlty  in  manning  her,  my  own 
emstitaoits  sroong  others  being  extremely 
alarmed  at  the  condition  of  things  thus 
reported  as  existing  in  the  navy.  It 
was  said  that  we  had  to  borrow  men  from 
other  ships  to  man  the  Ftetoria,  but  what 
are  the  real  facts  of  the  matter  ?  Why, 
that  the  ship  was  commissioned,  or  rather 
ordered  to  be  manned,  about  the  Ist  of 
November,  and  that  she  was  fully  manned 
on  the  11th  of  the  same  month,  with  the 
exeeption  of  five  artificers,  while  we  had 
men  available  in  oar  ports  to  the  number  of 
735 — ft  number  sufficient  to  man  another 
vessel  ot  the  same  use.  We  have  been 
told  also  that  there  is  a  dislike  on  the  part 
of  the  men  to  enter  for  emtinuous  servioe; 
but  how  does  the  ease  really  stand  i  In 
the  year  1861  there  were  two  continnons 
service  men  for  one  noo-eonttnuons,  while 
in  1864  there  were  five  oontinaoos  service 
men  for  one  non-oontinooos.  These  facts 


tend,  I  think,  to  prove  that  the  men  are 
becoming  daily  more  attached  to  tiie  ser- 
vice, and  inclined  to  enter  npon  it  as  a 
career  in  life.    There  is  another  test  as  to 

the  condition  of  the  navy  to  which  I  should 
like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee ;  bat  I  may,  before  doing  so,  state 
that  we  intend  to  lay  on  the  table  of  the 
House  annually  a  Report  of  the  crimes 
and  punishments  wbieh  take  place  in  the 
navy.  There  is  an  old  French  proverb  to 
the  effect  that  **  Dirty  linen  should  be 
washed  at  home,"  but  I  think  it  desirable 
that  the  real  state  of  the  case  should  be 
submitted  to  Parliament.  We  have  com- 
piled lately  very  carefully  the  statistics 
relating  to  the  crimes  and  punisbmeots  in 
the  navy,  and  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  Return 
showing  the  erimes  and  punishments  in 
the  navy  for  1862.  In  a  few  weeks  the 
ECetnms  for  1863  will  be  out,  and  we  pro- 
pose to  lay  them  on  the  table.  They  are 
of  such  interest,  as  exhibiting  the  progress 
that  is  going  on  in  the  service,  that  the 
Committee  will  perhaps  permit  me  to  quote 
a  few  figures  as  a  matter  of  comparison 
between  the  years  1862  and  1863.  In 

1862  we  had  54.000  men  and  boys  liable 
to  corporal  punishment,  and  in  1863, 
55,000,  ao  that  it  must  be  borne  in  mtnd 
that  in  the  case  of  the  latter  year  we  hare 
to  deal  with  1,000  men  more.  Yet  in  all 
erimes  you  will  find  a  diminution.  The 
number  condemned  to  the  punishment  of 
penal  servitude  was,  in  1862,  17 ;  in 
1863,  10  ;  in  1862  there  were  1,012  sub- 
jected to  eorporal  punishment  as  against 
752  in  1863.  The  only  punishment  in 
which  there  is  an  increase — and  that  is  a 
small  one— for  1863  is  imprisonment,  and 
the  reason  is  because  we  have  substituted 
imprisonment  for  many  other  punishments 
which  formerly  prevailed.  In  1862  the 
number  imprisoned  was  1,730  ;  in  1863, 
1,828.  In  1862  there  were  97  discharged 
with  disgrace ;  in  1863,  85  ;  the  num- 
ber of  desertions,  which  in  1862  was 
1.876,  was  reduced  in  1863  to  1,570.  Then 
the  eases  of  punishment  for  theft,  which 
were  in  1862, 677,  amounted  to  only  610  in 

1863  ;  and  the  cases  of  drunkenness— 
which  is  one  of  the  worst  offences  with 
which  we  have  to  deal — fell  from  10,375 
in  the  former  to  9,903  in  the  Utter  year. 
These  facts,  I  think,  show  not  only  tliat 
the  nftvy  is  year  by  year  improving  in 
character  and  eonduct,  but  that  it  is  Iwing 
manned  by  a  higher  elass  of  men.  As  for 
edoeation,  1  have  no  doubt  that  in  a  short 
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%n  edowted  mui.  Wa  ire  molt  amtoiu  to 
lay  on  the  table  itatisties  as  to  the  edaca> 
tion  of  the  nary,  which  we  are  now  col* 
lecting,  and  also  as  to  the  health  of  the 
nary.  We  have  already  exeellent  Beports 
on  that  subject,  but  they  are  not  brought 
elote  enough  up  to  the  present  date  to 
be  of  much  practical  ralue  except  to  me- 
dical men  ;  this,  howerer,  is  being  recti- 
fied. We  are  told  that  the  diseipline  of 
the  DSTy  is  not  so  good.  But  who  has 
risen  from  reading  the  account  of  that 
dreadful  catastrophe  the  bumtng  of  the 
Bombt^  without  a  feeling  of  admiration  for 
the  discipline  of  our  men.  The  Admiral 
reporta  that  the  men  hoisted  out  the  boats 
in  the  middle  of  the  flames,  that  they  were 
working  at  the  pumps  until  ordered  into 
tiie  boats,  although  they  were  expecting 
eTery  moment  that  the  magaaine  wontd 
Mow  op.  These  are  proofe  m  diBcipHne  ! 
I  may  also  mention  another  dreadful  loss, 
that  of  the  Raoehorte,  where  the  erew  be- 
haved with  equal  courage  and  discipline. 
These  are  things  which  would  be  eaoses 
for  rejoicing  were  it  not  for  the  loss  of  bo 
many  hnre  men;  but,  at  least,  they  enUtle 
ns  to  say  with  confidence  that  our  nary  is 
equal  to  what  it  erer  was,  and  that  It  may 
still  be  relied  on  for  the  defence  of  the 
mtwesls  and  honour  of  the  conntry.  The 
noble  Lord  eonduded  by  moving  the  first 
Vote. 

Motiou  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  89,750  Uen  ud  Bojs  be  «nplo70d  for 
the  Sea  and  Coast  Goard  SerTuee  for  the  jear 
ending  on  the  SlBt  ittj  of  Manh  ISM,  ineluaing 
17,000  Royal  MariDM." 

Sib  30m  PAKINOTON:  The  noble 
Lord  has  given,  with  bis  usual  oleamess, 
his  annual  statement  to  the  House — a 
statement  which  includes  nnaroidably  a 
great  mass  of  details — bnt  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  in  that  long  statement  of  details 
the  noble  Lord  has  not  removed  that  desire 
which  I  expressed  on  a  former  oooasioo, 
when  I  called  for  oertain  exfdanfttions  with 
reference  to  what  I  deem  the  meet  import* 
ant  parts  of  the  subjeet*~I  mean,  of  course, 
those  which  relate  to  the  actual  condition 
of  tiie  navy,  and  to  whieh  he  has  adverted 
in  the  bnefost  poauUe  manner.  In  the 
early  pari  of  his  statement  tiM  noble  Lord 
aeemed  to  boast  of  his  eandonr,  and  said 
that  even  if  the  Admiralty  had  any  ahort- 
comiugs.  they  were  not  kept  aeeret.  But 
those  shortcomings,  if  not  kept  seoret, 
have  hardly  been  tonehed  apon  by  the 
Mtble  Lord  in  the  long  stMemept  M  baa 


made,  and  I  ahaTi  be  very  glad  if,  after  t 
have  oalled  for  eiplanatiMts  on  eertain 
p(^nts,  the  noble  Lord  is  able  to  say  the 
same  thing.  I  will,  however,  postpone  the 
remarks  which  I  wish  to  make,  or  any  sl- 
luflion  to  details  until  we  go  into  the  sepa- 
rate Votes,  except  on  one  or  two  points. 
The  noble  Lord  tells  ns  that  the  Coast- 
guard is  to  be  reduced  from  7,500  to  7,000 
men— I  must  say  I  very  much  regret  it. 
The  noble  Lord  justifies  the  reduction  by 
the  fsct  that  we  have  established  a  NavaJ 
Reserve  ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  the  first  Re- 
serve, and  the  best  Reserve  for  the  navy 
is  the  Coastgoard.  The  Coastguard  is 
made  np  entirely  of  tried  and  experienced 
aailors,  the  very  bnt  men  it  is  possible  to 
torn  to  if  any  emergency  should  arise. 
The  rednetion,  the  noble  Lord  says,  is 
slight,  but  I  rwret  that  it  is  reduced  even 
by  500  men.  I  entertain  the  same  views 
with  regard  to  the  reduction  of  the  boys. 
The  noble  Lord  referred  to  what  took 
place  in  the  Hoose  last  year  about  the  re- 
duction of  the  boys,  which  I  then  called 
a  most  unwise  reduction,  and  1  cannot  help 
now  repeating  that  assertion.  The  noble 
Lord  boasted  towards  the  close  of  bis 
speech  as  to  the  state  of  the  navy  in  regard 
to  the  men — but  he  has  never  denied  that 
the  best  source  from  which  to  recruit  the 
navy  is  that  of  the  hoys  trained  for  the 
service.  I  am  glad,  however,  that  no  fur- 
ther redaction  ia  now  propoaed.  But  on 
another  important  snbjeet  on  which  I  da- 
sire  information  he  has  said  notUn|[.  I 
want  to  know  iriiat  at  tliia  moment  u  the 
state  of  the  Reserve  of  the  navy.  The 
noble  Lord  said  that  when  the  VwAoria  waa 
manned  last  November  there  were  700 
men  on  band,  and  that  there  were  1,500 
meo  then  available.  [LordCLABnroBFA&BT: 
And  so  we  have  now.]  I  am  extremely  glad 
to  hear  it— the  more  so  because  it  is  in- 
consistent with  the  information  I  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Votes.  If  there  are  1,500 
men  available,  ready  to  be  put  on  board 
our  men-of-war  whenever  they  are  required, 
I  am  surprised  the  noble  Lord  passed  over 
Boeh  an  important  fact  in  his  statement. 
It  seems  inconsistent  with  the  statement 
at  page  116  of  the  Votes,  to  whieh  the 
noble  Lord  referred  for  other  parpoees, 
whero  I  find  a  rammaiy  of  the  monthly 
state  of  the  navy.  Trn  Committee  may 
not  be  aware  diat  erer^  month  a  atatement 
ia  lud  before  the  Admiralty  of  the  number 
of  men  in  the  navy  more  or  less  than  those 
voted  by  Parliament.    I  find  that  ia  April, 
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were  1 45  men  more  than  the  bninber  roted ; 
bnt  that  redundaDce  nnk  immediately,  and 
in  U&y  there  were  67  lest  than  the  Parlia- 
meotary  namber,  io  June  419  less,  and  in 
Jaonarj,  the  last  month  giren,  1,637  leas 
than  the  Parliamentary  number. 

LoBD  CLARENCE  PAGET  :  I  orer- 
stated  it  just  nov  by  mistake.  We  hare 
1,225  men  now  ready,  ezotosire  of  boys, 
and  200  and  odd  boys,  making  op  1,500 
altogether. 

Sib  JOHN  PAKINGTON  :  I  am  ex- 
ceedingly glad  to  hare  it  so  clearly  stated 
that  then  are  now  1,500  men  and  boys 
available.  It  it  certainly  a  most  important 
matter. 

I  win  now  rarert  to  another  part  of  the 
noble  Lord's  speeeh.  The  Committee 
conld  hardly  help  smiling — the  noble  Lord 
himself  oould  hardly  help  smiling — when 
he  came  to  that  long-debated  qaestion,  the 
Malta  Docks,  and  I  ooogratalate  him  upon 
the  wisdom  of  the  decision  to  which  the 
Admiralty  bare  at  last  arrired.  Great 
credit  is  due  to  the  Duke  of  Somerset  that, 
after  the  diseassions  which  have  taken 
place  in  this  House,  he  should  hare  taken 
the  troaUe  gwng  oat  to  Malta  to 
judge  for  himself,  and  most  satisfactory  to 
u  on  this  side  of  the  House  that  he  should 
anire  at  the  conclnion  that  the  Admiralty 
had  made  a  great  and  serious  mistake  at 
Ui^ta.  a  fact  which  wa  alwayi  asserted. 
The  resnlt  of  his  Graee'a  v'uat  ii  that  he  is 
eonrineed  at  last  that  we  were  right,  and 
that  the  Admiralty  had  been  perserering  in 
a  great  mistake.  The  Dake  Somerset, 
1  am  glad  to  say,  has  had  the  maDliness  to 
rererse  his  policy  and  adopt  that  course 
which  we  on  this  ride  of  the  House  had  so 
repeatedly  urged  upon  the  Goremment.  1 
regret  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Waterford  (Captain  Talbot)  is  not  in  his 
place  to  express  the  eatisfttction  he  must 
bare  felt  at  the  noble  Lord's  statement 
respecting  Malta ;  and  perhaps  it  was 
hardly  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  Admi- 
ralty should  send  him  off  to  command  a 
gunboat  in  the  Mediterranean  to  spare 
theaisalres  the  triumph  with  which  be 
most  neoeasarily  hare  greeted  this  change 
of  policy.  It  is  not  for  us,  however,  to 
find  fault.  We  hare  only  to  give  oiedit  to 
the  Admiralty  for  the  wise  deoirion  at  which 
they  have  arrived.  1  did  not  listen  with 
eqeal  pleasure  to  the  noble  Lwd's  remarks 
respecting  the  docks  at  Bermnda.  We 
must  not  dose  oar  eyes  to  actual  facts  be- 
cause we  wnh  to  avert  them  from  poesibt- 
Btiw  wMofc  wo  oU  Ik^  nay  nofor  beeome 


facts.  No  censure  could  be  too  severe  on 
any  Goremment  whtob  neglects  all  proper 
precautions.  At  this  moment  it  is  most 
important  for  us  to  hare  effeetire  doeka 
everywhere,  but  if  in  any  spot  in  the  world 
more  than  another  it  is  reqaisite  to  hare 
docks  it  is  at  Bermuda.  Last  year  the 
Committee  strongly  recommended  the  con- 
struction of  a  first -elasB  dock  at  Ber- 
muda. The  noble  Lord  says  there  are 
great  practical  diffioultics  in  constmcting 
them;  but  we  knew  that  perfeetly  well. 
How  hare  the  Admiralty  dealt  with  the 
matter  ?  They  propose,  we  now  hear,  to 
send  out  somebMy  to  inquire~if  that  ho 
essential,  let  me  ask  why  that  ■omebody 
was  not  sent  ont  months  ago?  Ereiy 
Gentleman  who  has  tamed  his  attention  to 
Uie  evidence  that  was  giren  before  the 
Dockyard  Committee,  knows  they  had  the 
strongest  possible  testimony  from  Sir  Alex- 
ander Milne  (who  had  just  returned  from 
the  West  India  command)  as  to  the  im- 
mense importance  of  having  docks  at  Ber- 
muda— and  I  confess  1  was  extremely  dis- 
appointed when  I  received  the  Votes  to 
find  at  page  1 1  what  were  the  intentions  of 
the  Admiralty  in  that  respect.  The  great 
necessity  of  the  case  will  be  apparent  when 
it  is  remembered  that  whenerer  an  English 
man-of-war  in  those  latitudes  is  disaUed, 
and  wants  r^turs.  it  is  neoessuy  for  it 
now  to  come  home  before  it  can  go  into 
dock.  This  state  of  things  ought  not  to 
continue,  and  I  regret  the  Admiralty  hare 
not  dealt  with  Uie  neeeaaity  more  promptly 
and  more  efficiently  than  their  proposition 
now  to  send  out  to  inquire.  With  respect 
to  the  question  of  docks  generally,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stamford  (Sir  Stafford 
Northeote)  put  a  rery  important  question 
to  the  noble  Lord,  when  he  asked  orer 
what  period  of  time  the  execution  of  these 
works  was  to  depend.  The  works  them- 
selres  may  be  jndiciooaly  designed,  and  be 
perfectiy  in  accordance  with  the  Report  of 
the  Committee,  but  in  fnture  years  !  shmild 
like  to  see  larger  Votes  than  those  called 
for  at  the  present  time.  When  these  im- 
portant wwki  are  undertaken,  I  hope  it  is 
the  intontion  of  the  Govemmonk  to  oom- 
l^ete  them  with  promptitade.  and  not 
spread  them  ont  over  an  indefinite  period 
of  time. 

I  will  now  turn  to  an  inquiry  1  wish  to 
make  of  the  noble  Lord— an  inquiry  bear- 
ing upon  a  most  important  question.  It 
is,  whether  or  not  the  condition  of  the  men 
is  at  this  moment  saoh  as  it  ought  to  be 
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uise)  of  tills  conntrj  being  iDTolTecl  in 
war  ?  I  am  sure  the  noble  Lord  will  do 
me  the  jostioe  to  admit  that  during  the 
time  be  has  held  office  I  have  nerer  met 
him  upon  these  Bubjeeta  in  anj  partj  spirit. 
I  have  always  enqearonred  to  direst  of  a 
party  oharaoter  the  grMt  question  of  the 
defeuee  of  the  eonntry,  in  which  I  entirety 
beliere  that  my  noble  Friend,  and  the  other 
Members  of  the  GoTemment,  take  as  deep 
and  as  sincere  an  interest  as  any  Uembers 
can  do  on  this  side  of  the  House.  The 
question  is  not  whether  this  Minister  or 
that  is  anxious  that  the  nary  should  be 
efficient — the  only  question  is,  whether  or 
not  the  Goremment  of  the  day  hare  ex- 
ercised that  caution  and  discretion,  and 
hare  erinced  Uiat  capacity  of  arailing 
themselres  of  the  means  Parliament  has 
placed  at  their  disposal  to  giro  efficiency 
to  this  great  arm  of  the  National  defence, 
which  erery  Administration  ought  to  dis- 
play. Wishing  to  approach  this  subject 
in  the  fiurest  spirit*  I  should  not  be  dealing 
candidly  with  the  Goremment  or  irith  my 
noble  Friend,  were  I  not  to  state  that  from 
the  information  which  has  reached  me  from 
rarious  quarters.  I  am  not  free  from  alarm 
upon  this  subject.  I  am  not  free  from  an 
apprehension  tbat  during  the  last  fire  years 
the  Admiralty  bare  not  so  arailed  them- 
selres of  those  liberal  grants  which  from 
year  to  year  Parliament  has  placed  at 
their  disposal,  as  to  be  in  a  oondltton  at 
the  present  moment  to  state  to  the  House 
and  the  oonntry  that  they  hare  done  all 
they  could  do,  and  that  the  naral  defences 
of  England  are  now  such  as  we  should  de- 
sire, and  as  considering  all  tiiat  has  passed 
in  the  interral,  we  hare  a  right  to  expect 
to  see  them.  I  can  assura  my  noble  Friend 
I  make  this  statement  in  no  hostile  spirit. 
I  must  add  that  I  feel  rery  deeply  that  no 
ind^tendent  Member  of  Parliament  can 
possess  the  information  which  is  within 
reach  of  the  Gorermnent.  Beyond  the 
statements  contained  in  the  papers  laid  be- 
fore the  House,  independent  Members  can 
only  learn  what  is  going  on  by  reports  here 
and  reports  there ;  and  I  frankly  admit 
that  we  are  always  liable  more  or  less  to 
he  carried  away  by  statements  which  are 
iiicorreot.  I  trust,  therefore,  my  noble 
Friend  will  admit  that  I  am  taking  the 
fairest  course  in  telHne  him  that  I  wish  to 
call  upon  him  for  exfHanatioDS  at  the  mo- 
ment when  I  hare  reason  to  know  that  it 
will  be  most  agreeable  to  bim  to  make  them. 
He  informed  me  that  be  wished  I  should 
defer  tfiy  discussion  upon  tbis.Bvbj^ct  until 
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he  made  his  annual  statement.  1  acceded 
to  that  request — I  hare  heard  that  state- 
ment ;  and  I  most  confess  that  it  has  not 
remored  my  anxiety.  Let  me  first  of  all 
remind  the  House  of  the  enormoos  sunn — 
the  unprecedented  sums— which  we  hare 
during  the  last  fire  years  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Goremment.  When  it  was 
my  fortune,  in  the  year  1859,  to  more  the 
Nary  Estimates,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
apologize  for  what  was  then  their  unprece- 
dented amount  in  a  time  of  peace.  I  then 
asked  for  £9.813,000  ;  and  a  Supplemen- 
tary Estimate  was,  I  beliere,  mored  by  the 
present  Goremment  later  in  the  year,  after 
I  had  left  office.  I  pass  on  to  the  next 
year.  In  the  following  year,  1860,  the 
Estimates  for  which  my  noble  Friend 
mored  amounted  to  £12,800,000:  in  1861 
they  amounted  to  upwards  of  £12,000.000; 
in  1862  they  amounted  to  £11,700,000: 
ID  1863  they  amounted  to  £10,700.000; 
and  in  1864  they  amounted  to  £10,400,000. 
In  this  statement  I  hare  dropped  the  frac- 
tions; hot  the  result  is  that  during  those 
fire  years  we  hare  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Admiralty  a  sum  of  £57,794,622. 
That  is  a  gigantic  sum — bnt  I  am  sure 
there  is  no  one  who  hears  me  that  will  not 
bear  me  out  in  the  statement  that  these 
sums  hare  been  roted  freely,  and,  I  might 
almoat  say,  without  question;  or,  at  all 
erents.  that  we  nerer  made  any  inquiry  of 
the  Minister  of  the  day,  except  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  that  a  Tote  was 
necessary;  and  when  that  necessity  was 
ascertained,  no  difficulty  was  made  about 
the  grant.  I  ask,  at  the  end  of  these  fire 
years,  is  it  or  is  it  not  true,  as  I  hare  heard 
it  ramonred  on  all  sides,  that  at  this  mo> 
ment,  if  we  should  become  inrolred  in  a 
maritime  war,  Enj^uid  oould  not  send  an 
effeetire  fleet  to  sea  f  I  know  the  grarity 
of  this  statement  Pray  do  not  misunder- 
stand me.  I  am  asking  for  information, 
and  no  one  will  be  more  thankful  than  1  if 
any  unfarourable  impression  I  may  hare 
formed  upon  erroneous  reports  should  be 
remored  by  the  explanations  of  my  noble 
Friend.  But  these  are  the  statements 
which  we  hear.  1  am  aware  that  we  hare 
been  passing  through  a  period  of  transition. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  hare  from  year  to 
year  pressed  upon  the  Admiralty  and  the 
Goremment  that,  considering  the  period  of 
transition  through  which  we  hare  to  pass, 
the^  should  not  hesitate  to  makA  any  ex- 
periment which  hdd  oat  a  fair  prospect  of 
adding  to  the  eflbiiency  of  the  naril  aer- 
rica.  B.nt,  of  coone,  tueh  ^^^^^^ 
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Bueh  adnee  Q|Nm  my  part— opinion  and 
adriee  which  was,  I  bdioTO,  always  sap- 
ported  by  the  House — were  given  upon  the 
olearljr  implied  condition  that  due  caution 
should  be  exercised  by  the  Admiraltj,  and 
that  the  vast  sums  placed  at  their  disposal 
should  be  expended  not  only  with  vigour 
and  spirit,  but  with  that  attention  to  every 
possible  element  of  success  which  Parlia- 
ment had  a  right  to  expect  from  the  Ad- 
miniatrative  Departments  of  the  State.  I 
must  confess  tnis,  I  fear  that  discretion 
has  not  been  always  exercised. 

The  first  practical  point  to  which  I  shall 
advert,  and  on  which  I  very  much  wish  for 
explanation,  is  the  state  <ff  the  first  two 
ihipi  constrneted  by  the  preient  Board  of 
Admiralty — I  mean  the  Vefswe  and  the 
JUtUtance.  I  hare  always  lamented  that 
the  Admiralty,  in  building  these  two  ships, 
avowedly  constructed  them  as  vessels  defi- 
cient in  speed.  I  am  persuaded  that  the 
first,  or  nearly  the  first  requisite  of  a  man- 
of-war  at  the  present  day  is  speed  ;  and 
I  believe  the  noble  Lord  will  not  deny 
that  these  are  slow  ships.  Until  lately  I 
have  always  believed  that  this  slowness 
was  their  only  serious  defect ;  but  I  have 
lately  been  informed  that  their  construction 
is  so  defective,  that  if  they  were  to  be  in- 
jured in  their  unprotected  parts  either  fore 
or  afl,  instead  of  being  only  lowered  so 
many  inches  in  the  water,  they  woald  be 
utterly  unable  to  float.  I  ask  for  an  an- 
swer to  a  statement  so  serious  as  that. 
And  here  I  ought  to  say  that  I  am  not 
unaware  of  the  delicsey  of  entering  into  a 
matter  of  this  kind,  showing  that  the  naval 
power  of  this  country  is  not  so  great  as  we 
all  desire.  But,  I  believe  that  our  wisest 
policy  is  to  face  the  truth,  whatever  the 
truth  may  be.  If  I  nm  wrong,  the  6o- 
vemmentcan  contradict  me,  andremovean 
impression  that  somewhat  extensively  pre- 
vails ;  bat  if  there  be  any  truth  in  the 
statement  we  may  be  certain  that  it  has 
long  ago  become  known  to  foreign  Powers. 
I  am  told  that  the  Defence  and  £eiutanee 
woold  not  be  safe  ships  in  an  action, 
beeause  if  they  were  wounded  in  their 
unproteeted  parts  they  would  raeritably 
sink.  But  I  am  foraier  told  —  and  X 
think  the  statement  still  more  important 
—that  they  were  built  in  opposition  to 
the  opinions  of  the  Chief  Oonstrnotor  and 
of  the  Controller  of  the  ITavy.  Now, 
I  should  like  to  know  whether  that  is 
true  or  not.  I  ought  to  observe  that  I 
have  not  received  Uiis  statement  from  either 
<itf  those  gentlemen.    Now,  if  wa  eonrider 


the  Btat«  d  the  navy  when  the  present 
Govemment  suooeedeo  to  power,  and  the 
anxious  and  difficult  change  which  had 
then  just  commenced,  and  which  required 
all  the  ability  the  Admiralty  could  bring 
to  bear  upon  the  sabject,  I  must  say  I 
think  that  the  Admiralty— which  contained 
among  its  members  no  men  of  science — if 
it  rejected  the  opinion  of  those  most  com- 
petent authorities,  the  Chief  Constructor 
of  the  Navy,  Ur.  Watts,  one  of  the  most 
sble,  scientific,  and  accomplished  men  that 
ever  held  that  office;  and  if  they  disregarded 
the  long  experience  of  the  Controller  of 
the  Navy,  Sir  Baldwin  Walker — I  most 
say  I  think  that  if  they  rqeoted  that  opi- 
nion and  eonstmeted  two  ships  whieb  are 
not  capable  of  gtnng  into  action — they 
have  assumed  a  responsibility  which  I  could 
hardly  have  thought  it  possible  any  men 
woold  undertake.  I  ask  the  noble  Lord 
whether  or  not  this  statement  is  well 
founded?  I  did  not  hear  it  from  Mr.  Watts 
or  from  Sir  Baldwin  Walker,  but  I  heard 
it  upon  such  authority  that  I  must  believe 
it ;  and  if  the  noble  Lord  denies  it,  I 
should  like  to  have  Hr.  Watts  or  Sir 
Baldwin  Walker  examined  upon  the  sub- 
ject. The  question  relates  to  a  mere  mat- 
ter  of  fact,  and  the  answer  that  might  be 
given  to  it  would,  perhaps,  afford  us  most 
important  aid  in  enabling  us  to  determine 
what  confidence  we  could  place  in  the  dis- 
cretion with  which  the  present  Board  of 
Admiralty  expend  the  immense  sums  of 
money  voted  by  Parliament. 

The  next  case  to  which  I  will  refer  is 
that  of  those  three  very  large  iron-plated 
ships,  the  Northumherland,  the  Agineourt, 
and  the  Minotaur,  the  first  of  which  I  am 
sorry  to  hear  Is  likely  to  remain  anfinished 
for  a  long  time.  I  am  one  of  those 
who  have  always  doubted  the  policy  of 
plating  of  ships  from  stem  to  stem. 
I  have  always  thought  that  such  ships 
would  be  overweighted.  These  are  gigan- 
tic vessels,  each  of  about  6,500  or  6,600 
tons,  and  I  understand  they  were  made  of 
that  size  in  order  to  enable  them  to  bear 
their  complete  sheath  of  armour.  The 
Admiralty  bare  been  warned  year  after 
^ear  of  tho  danger  of  plating  ships  from 
stem  to  stem  until  they  should  have  ac- 
quired experience  of  their  sueoess  as  sea- 
going vessels.  These  three  gigantic  ships, 
which  were  the  first  commenced  upon  this 
principle,  are  not,  I  believe,  completely 
plated,  but  so  much  so  that  they  mny  be 
spoken  of  in  that  sense.  I  am  not  ae- 
quainted  with  the  exft^^i«j|o(;S?ff)g(e 
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tels,  bnt  I  do  not  iMlieve  I  tni  makiiig 
ftnj  oTeraUtement  when  I  uy  that  it  mftjr 
be  pat  down  ftt  nurlj  half  a  milltoD  eaoh. 
I  wish  DOW  to  ask  the  oobte  Lord  whether 
the  Report  I  have  heard  is  true  that  in 
the  ease  of  some  these  ships  alratdy 
launched  the  Government  have  not  only 
been  spending  these  enormone  snms  in 
armour-plating  them  fnm  atem  to  item, 
bnt  are  now  proceeding  te  ineor  further 
expense  in  taking  that  amonr  o£  I  am 
(old  that  in  the  ease  of  the  NoHkimbarUmd 
the  OoT0mnent  vera  so  alarmed  at  the 
offset  <tf  this  plan  of  iron-plattng,  upon 
which  so  mnch  time  «id  money  tuts  been 
spent,  that  they  are  proceeding  to  correct 
the  error  into  which  they  beliere  they  have 
fallen  by  removieg  the  armoor-plate  which 
tbey  have  pot  on.  Of  course  I  only  refer 
to  the  bow  and  stem.  I  aik  if  that  be 
true  in  the  case  of  tiie  Nbrihumberland, 
and  whether  the  same  prooess  is  to  be  gone 
throngh  with  the  otiier  ships  ?  I  want 
now  to  call  the  atteatioa  of  the  House, 
and  the  attention  of  the  noble  Lord,  to  a 
class  of  vessels  which  I  will  term  the 
doHM  class.  This  class  includa  ten  ves- 
sel*, whuh  have  been  built,  or  are  building, 
at  an  enonnons  expense— I  precume  at  a 
eoet  of  abont  jeSOO.OOO  each.  The  shins 
to  which  I  refer  are  the  CkUdonia,  the 
JBojftd  Odb^the  Prw$  OomorU  the  Ocmm, 
the  Lord  Ctyde,  the  Lord  Warden,  the 
Sojfol  Alfred,  the  Zealoiu,  the  Htetor,  and 
tiie  Valiant.  Of  these  ten,  eight  are  of 
wood — that  is  to  say,  all  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Hedor  and  the  VaUani,  which 
are  of  4,000  tons,  iron,  and  are  to  be 
plated  round.  The  Royal  A^ed  and  the 
Zealout,  4,000  tons,  of  wood,  are  to  be 
partially  plated,  and  the  remainder  to  he 
plated  fore  and  aft.  With  the  exception 
of  the  Soyal  Oak,  the  Frince  Coiuort,  the 
Htetor,  and  the  Foltanf,  none  of  them  have 
ever,  I  believe,  been  in  commiisiou — two 
of  wood,  two  of  iron  ;  of  the  first  the 
Bfitjftd  Oak  and  the  JMaee  Comaorit  of  the 
seoood  the  Hedor  aod  the  Fottonrt.  The 
rest  are  all  in  course  of  building.  I  first 
of  all  refer  to  these  fbnr  ships  in  oommis* 
sion.  Of  the  Royal  Oak  I  have  not  heard 
much.  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  the 
Prince  Contort  and  the  Sector  and  the 
Faiiant.  They  are  ships  built  of  different 
materiab,  but  all  of  about  the  same  class, 
of  about  4,000  tons  burden,  and  all  coverall 
with  armour  from  stem  to  stem.  These 
are  the  ships  upon  which  Admiral  Dacres 
has  presented  a  report  to  the  Admiralty. 
The  hon.  Bmnmet  the  Member  for  TorU' 
Sir  John  Pakn^te» 


mouth  (Sir  James  Elplunstone)  the  other 
evening  asked  to  have  presented  the  Rq»Mrt 
of  Admiral  Dacres  relative  to  some  of  the 
ships  in  the  navy,  and  the  noble  Lord  then 
declined  to  produce  it,  on  the  ground  that 
such  a  course  would  involve  a  breach  ai 
precedent,  and  would  be  highly  ineorrect- 
I  must  say  I  think  that  there  have  been 
occasions  when  Reports  made  by  oflteers 
to  the  Admumlty  have  been  produced.  My 
fear,  however,  ia  that  the  noble  Lord  may 
have  another  reason  lor  not  prodoeing  Uw 
Report.  If  its  prodnetion  were  gmnted, 
I  believe  it  would  show  thai  the  Admi- 
ralty have  been  reeUessly  eonUnuing  an 
erroneons  ctmrse  of  Hron-|Mating  on  ships, 
in  spite  of  repeated  warnings.  Nay,  more 
— that,  in  spite  of  the  French  example 
having  been  forced  upon  them— foe  the 
French  bad  tried  this  plating,  and  sent 
their  ships  to  sea— the  ships  could  not  bear 
the  weight,  and  that  in  consequence  (he 
French  Government  have  altered  their  mode 
of  plating  these  ships.  The  Goverameot 
bad  not  been  without  warnings,  and  I  tell 
the  noble  Lord  now  that  his  best  course 
is  to  face  the  truth  and  let  os  see  Admiral 
Daores'  Report.  The  belief  of  the  public 
and  my  behef  is  this,  that  the  R^ort  goes 
to  state  that  these  ihipa  are  not  fit  to  be 
sent  to  sea.  I  have  here  a  letter  from  aa 
officer  whose  name  if  I  were  to  mention  it 
would  carry  weight,  bnt  the  communication 
is  a  private  one;  I  may  state,  however, 
that  he  is  an  officer  most  competent  to 
write  on  the  subject,  and  I  most  beg  to 
read  what  he  says— 

"  I  have  no  doubt  wbsiever  that  in  jiUtiog 
entirdf  tbe  aeagoiog  qulitiM  m  deitn^ed; 
tbe  opiniona  of  all  offloen,  ioelBdlng:  thorn 
who  have  seen  tb«  Btctor  sad  tht  Pnme€  Cmuort 
and  the  Bueardi,  are  that  it  U  very  ijnettioaabls 
whether  the;  oonid  weather  a  gale  of  wind  in  tbs 
Atlantio.'* 

I  think  that  is  a  statement  which  justifioa 
me  in  asking  the  noble  L<vd  what  is  the 
truth  with  regard  to  these  shipa.  Last 
year  I  adverted  to  the  extreme  duger 
which  had  attended  the  Prmes  Comorl  in 
the  Irish  Channel.  And  what  was  the  an- 
swer of  my  noble  Friend  ?  That  the  acup* 
pers  were  out  of  erdo*.  I  think  that  shm 
waa  carrying  too  great  a  weight  in  bad 
weather.  She  got  out  of  the  Irish  Chan- 
nel ;  bnt  I  believe  that  if  the  bad  weather 
which  she  experienced  had  ceoUnued  she 
would  have  gone  down,  and  that  in  conae- 
quenee  of  the  great  weight  of  armoar 
which  she  oarried,  and  agunafc  wUeh  the 
GoTwnment  had  been  waned*   Ib  18624 
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•n  aoiiQBted  diionuioQ  took  pUoo  ok  thii 
■Dbjeet«  I  remember  that  the  hoo.  Mem- 
ber for  Fintbury  (Sir  Uorton  Feto)  took 
part  in  it ;  tod  much  do  I  lament  that, 
through  a  diwpeiMaUoD  of  Providence,  an- 
other hoa.  Member  who  «lw  joined  in  it 
(tho  hon.  Ifembor  for  Sanmrland,  Mr. 
Itindaajp)  ii  not  here  to  join  in  the  debate 
to-night.  What  was  the  coDrse  taken  on 
that  oeoanon  ?  The  boa.  Member  for 
Finsburj  aod  the  hon.  Member  for  Sun- 
derland fearleulj  and  emphaticalljr  warned 
the  GoTemment  aguoBt  what  thej  were 
doing  in  plating  toe  wooden  shipa  with 
iron.  No  diseusiioQ  was  erer  carried  on 
with  more  fairneu.  We  said  to  the  Go- 
reroment,  "  If  jou  have  commenced  ships 
on  a  plan,  and  can  complete  them  bj  cover- 
ing them  with  armonr,  although  we  do  not 
beTioTe  that  is  the  best  possible  oourse, 
we  do  not  find  fault  with  jon;  but  do  not 
commence  anj  new  ahipe  of  that  descrip- 
tion.'* The  Ooremment  disrenrded  that 
warning.  Thej  laid  upon  the  table  a  paper 
on  the  authority  of  Uie  Oontrdler  n  the 
Kay.  We  felt  that  that  paper  went  to 
eonnrm  our  objections — that  the  dovem- 
ment  were  wrong.  Bat  they  would  listen 
to  no  argument— they  would  perBerero  in 
building  new  ships  on  that  plan;  and  we 
firmly  believe  that  you  will  find  that  these 
vessels  and  the  Prt'nee  Contort^  and  the 
Hector ,  and  the  Valiant,  already  completed , 
are  not  fit  to  send  to  sea.  I  may  mention 
it  as  a  current  rumour,  which  the  noble  Lord 
can  contradict  if  it  is  not  true,  that  when 
Admiral  Dacres  went  to  sea  lost  year,  he 
was  warned  not  to  take  his  ships  into  a 
heavy  sea.  Is  that  true,  or  not?  That 
hia  ships,  built  at  a  cost  of  millions  of 
money,  are  so  oonstrneted  that  the  Admiral 
in  oommaud  of  the  Channel  is  warned 
not  to  take  them  to  sea  in  heavy  weather ! 
Then  what  are  we  to  do  with  these  ships 
shonid  the  necessity  arise  for  oor  ships 
crossing  the  Atlantic  1  These  are  heavy 
questions.  Aod  in  pressing  the  point  to 
which  I  am  now  adrertiog,  and  the  extreme 
impolicy  of  the  Admiralty  in  persevering 
in  building  wooden  ships  covered  with 
armour,  what  do  we  hear  now  i  That 
they  are  building  wooden  ships,  and  that 
they  are  building  iron  ships;  that  the 
So^l  A^ed  and  the  Jealous,  two  of  this 
class,  are  now  to  be  partly  plated.  I  am 
told  that  the  Zealous  and  the  Royal  Alfred 
are  to  he  partially  plated.  Then  what  does 
it  come  to  ?  If  the  wooden  ship,  partially 
pUted,  goes  into  aetun,  and  is  stinok  wiUi 
shell  in  an  nnproteeted  part,  ibe  nrait  ba 


burned.  Thra,  I  say.  by  your  own  vant 
of  caution  aod  discretion,  you  are  reduced 
to  this  painful  dilemma,  that  if  you  cover 
your  ships  wholly  with  armoor  they  cannot 
be  sent  to  sea,  and  if  you  cover  thorn  onlj 
partially  they  are  liable  to  be  bnmed  by 
the  first  sheU  that  strikes  the  exposed  tim- 
ber in  action.  I  think  I  am  only  diaehaw* 
ing  my  duty  in  addressing  these  inqnirua 
to  the  Board  of  Admiralty. 

Before  proceeding  to  another  point  I 
must  say  a  word  witii  regard  to  an  admia* 
sion  made  by  the  noble  Lord,  and  which 
much  amused  me.  Whether  we  are  cover- 
ing onr  ships  in  the  best  mode  or  not,  he 
said  the  ships  plated  all  round  have  ex- 
hibited a  tendency  to  pitch.  That  is  every 
mild  phrase.  I  think  the  legitimate  con- 
struction is  what  I  have  stated — that  the 
ships  so  plated  are  not  fit  to  go  to  sea. 
Nobody,  in  fact,  likes  to  be  on  board  of 
them  during  this  procesa  of  pitching.  Well, 
of  the  Aifnd  I  have  heurd  mrafc 

extraordinary  accounts.  In  Th»  TVmei  of 
to  day  there  is  a  description  of  hw,  which 
I  cannot  do  better  than  quote,  leaving  the 
noble  Lord  to  answer  it  if  he  can— 

"  It  mmt  be  erident,  ther«fi)r»,  that  bat  riigfat 
'baokioff'  power  will  be  gmo  bf  tbe  sMm  of  tbc 
Royal  Alfred  to  her  sniMHir-plstiiig  with  the  short 
ansapported  pieoM  of  timber  in  the  flDed-in  porta, 
the  dea  tract  ion  of  tbe  iron  disfonal  frame  fiuten- 
inga  b^  tbe  openiDg  the  new  porta  for  the  IS- 
ton  gum,  and  the  abeenee  of  anj  iron  inner  akin 
to  the  ahip'a  aide  on  tbe  gon-deok.  la  &ct,  if 
flniahed  on  her  present  pluia,  ahe  will  be,  when 
read;  for  holating  her  pennant  of  oommisaion,  a 
moiutnniB  borlesqne  upon  what  will  then  be  eon* 
aidered  a  flrst-elaaa  inm-oUd,  and  if  ever  aeot  to 
the  Channel  she  will  be  in  constant  danger  of 
breaking  in  two  amidships,  sod  ainkiDgfromsbeer 
weakness  of  body  and  ovMweigbt  of  smaonr  and 
annantent.** 

That  atatement  in  Tk$  Timu  is  only  a 
confirmation  of  what  I  have  before  heard 
of  this  ship  from  persons  very  competent 
to  judge  her  condition.  Well,  what  is 
the  secret  of  the  weakness  of  this  ship  8 
I  am  sorry  to  say  it  is  to  bo  found  in  the 
vacillation  and  the  weakness  of  tbe  Admi- 
ralty, and  in  their  not  knowing  or  being 
unable  to  decide  on  what  principle  they 
are  to  act  tn  building  these  iron-covered 
ships.  The  fact  is,  that  the  £oyaZ  Alfred 
was  pierced  for  a  certain  number  of  guns 
of  a  particular  calibre;  the  Admiralty  then 
changed  their  plans  and  determined  to  arm 
her  with  heavier  artillery.  I  do  not  say 
they  were  wrong  there;  but  the  result  was 
that  they  wanted  new  portholea  in  other 
\  places ;  that  they  had  to  cut  new  portholes 
between  the  old  eoM  and  atopJip  those  old 
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onu,  tin  resalt  of  wbieh  is  tbat  tbit  Tessel 
of  war  U  Ux  weaker  than  anj  merchant 
ahip  that  over  wait  to  sea.  I  dtiall  he  glad 
to  hear  from  the  noble  Lord  a  eontracUetioii 
of  thia  atatement, 

I  will  now  advert  for  a  moment  to  a 
cireomstanee  on  whioh  mj  noble  Friend 
toQched,  but  on  which  I  am  sorrj  to  say 
he  was  far  from  being  Batisfaetorj — I  al- 
lude to  the  manner  and  to  the  extent  to 
whioh  the  A.dmiralty  hare  giTon  a  trial  to 
Captain  Cole's  inrention  of  tnrreta.  It 
may  be  presamptaoas  on  my  part  to  pre- 
tend to  give  an  opinion  on  a  practical 
qnestion  of  that  kind,  but  I  do  veatore  to 
l^re  this  opinion — that  whenever  a  work 
IB  worth  trying  it  is  worth  trying  well ; 
that  whatever  experiments  yon  make  you 
ahoutd  do  fall  jnetice  to.  I  say  it  is  not 
oreditable  to  the  Admiralty  that  it  ahoold 
have  remained  for  my  noble  Friend  to 
oome  down  here  and  t^l  ns  to-night  that 
they  are  now  intending  to  bnild  a  sea-going 
ship  on  the  turret  principle.  If  they  meant 
to  try  the  turret  principle,  why  did  they 
not  try  it  fairly  long  ago  ?  It  may  be  said 
they  tried  the  Prince  Alfred.  The  Prince 
Alfred  was  certainly  built,  but  not  in  ao- 
cordanoe  with  the  wishes  or  views  of  Cap- 
tain Cowper  Coles.  I  say  that  Captain 
Coles  is  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  £ng- 
laad  for  the  ability  and  perseverance  which 
he  has  devoted  to  this  invention.  I  believe 
it  is  a  great  invention  ;  bat  I  think  it 
would  have  been  far  more  creditable  to  the 
Admiralty  if  they  had  tried  the  experiment 
in  tlio  best  manner  a  long  time  ago.  Why 
did  they  not  go  to  Captain  Coles  at  onee 
and  say,  "  Your  experiment  is  worth  tij- 
ing  ;  let  us  see  you  try  your  hand  at  con- 
struoting  a  sea-goiag  ship  on  the  turret 
principle,  that  may  be  fit  to  meet  any 
vessel  which  may  be  matched  against  her. 
That  experiment  ought  to  have  been  tried. 
If  the  experiment  on  the  Prince  Alfred 
was  not  a  fair  one,  still  less  was  that  on 
the  Soyal  Sovereign.  I  have  always  com- 
plained of  the  Admiralty  for  cutting  down 
three-deckers  in  order  to  construct  a  ship 
on  the  turret  principle ;  and  all  England 
was  astonished,  and  I  thiak  I  may  say 
displeased,  at  the  aoddeo  manoer  in  which, 
the  moment  she  got  to  sea,  withont  any 
reason,  aa  fsr  as  anybody  knows,  the  Bo^ 
waa  reealled  and  put  oat  of 
eommtssion.  I  should  liko  to  know  why 
that  ship  waa  put  out  of  commission.  There 
must  have  been  some  mysterious  reason, 
for  the  public  have  never  yet  heard  the 
tmth  about  it.  Satisfied  am  I  that  bIw 
Sir  Jeh»  Pakingion 


ongbt  not  to  have  been  nnt  out  (tf  eommis- 
sion.  She  had  on  boanl  an  able  erew  of 
300,  trained  to  work  gone  on  the  tnrret 
principle,  and  more  competent,  therefore* 
than  any  other  erew  to  giro  her  a  fiur  trial. 
I  am  afraid  there  is  some  ground  for  the 
suspicion  widely  entertained  that  there  is  a 
secret  infloence  at  the  Admiralty,  which 
is  opposed  to  the  turret  principle,  which 
found  that  principle  more  suceessfnl  than  it 
liked,  and  whioh  accordingly  procured  the 
paying  off  of  a  crew  that  will  not  soon  be 
got  together  again.  What  explanation  have 
we  had  of  the  paying  off  this  ship  ?  The 
explanation  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  showed  that  it  was  not 
because  they  wanted  the  men.  I  entirely 
credit  the  statement  of  the  noble  lK>rd, 
though  it  is  incoDsisteot  with  one  of  the 
reasons  pot  forward  for  recallbg  ^^BoyeA 
Snerrign.  The  other  atatemoit  waa  that 
this  vessel  waa  only  fit  for  a  harbour  de- 
fence ship.  But  if  that  be  the  justification 
it  would  be  impossible  to  bring  forward 
one  more  inappropriate,  as  will  be  evident 
when  it  is  remembered  that  this  vessel 
draws  twenty-six  feet  of  water,  and  my 
naval  Friends  near  me  will  bear  me  out 
when  I  say  that  notliing  could  render  a 
ship  more  unfit  for  purposes  of  harhonr  de- 
fence than  the  fact  of  her  drawing  twenty- 
six  feet  of  water. 

I  must  now  advert  to  a  part  of  the  snb- 
ject  whioh,  whilo  it  is  more  important,  oc- 
casions me  more  pain  than  any  other.  I 
have  ventured  to  express  doubts  aa  to  the 
diseretion  and  prudence  of  the  eonrse  which 
the  Admiralty  have  taken  i  1  have  ven- 
tured to  quesUon  their  conduct  with  regard 
to  these  ten  armour-plated  ships,  to  whidi 
I  Buppoie  we  must  mainly  trust,  whether 
they  are  fit  to  go  to  sea  or  not ;  and, 
granting  most  freely  that  the  Admiralty 
are  aa  anxious  as  any  one  can  be  to  do 
their  best  for  the  country,  I  most  now  raise 
the  question  as  to  the  professional  advice 
under  which  they  have  acted.  I  must  ask 
the  noble  Lord  to  state  whether  I  am  right 
when  I  express  my  fear  that  gradually  the 
roost  able  and  competent  scienttfie  men 
who  ever  assisted  the  English  Admiralty 
in  the  difficult  art  of  shipbuilding  have, 
one  after  the  other,  been  expelled  mHU  the 
Admiralty.  I  have  idlodad  to  the  great 
ability  of  ICr.  Watts  the  lato  Chief  Con- 
atmetor.  I  have  no  penonal  intimacy 
with  Mr.  Watts,  hot  I  do  not  overstep 
tmth  and  juatiee  when  I  say  that  a  men 
oompetent  man  never  held  uat  office;  It 
would  be  difBenlt  for  uy/tkutlmputo 
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name  a  more  aooomplished  shipbuilder,  one 
of  greater  genius  or  success  than  Mr.  Oliver 
Lang.  I  believe  I  might  speak  in  similar 
terms  of  Mr.  Feake,  the  well  known  chief 
of  Deronport  Dockyard,  and  also  of  Mr. 
Abethell.  When  I  turned  over  the  Admi- 
nUtj  to  my  noble  Friend  these  able  men 
were  all  in  oflBce  and  able  to  give  their 
adviee  to  thfl  Admirall j  of  the  day.  Where 
are  those  gentlemen  now  ?  Not  one  of 
tiiem  is  ID  the  eerrioe  of  the  Admiralty. 
The  place  of  Chief  Constructor  of  the 
Navy  Das  been  taken  by  a  gentleman  of 
whom  we  have  all  heard  a  great  deal  of 
late  years — I  mean  Mr.  Reed.  It  seems 
to  me  that  if  there  was  one  thing  more 
binding  on  the  Admiralty  than  another — 
one  point  as  to  which  men  of  sense  and  dis- 
tinotion  would  have  been  anxious— it  was 
that  during  a  period  of  transition,  when 
qaestions  of  great  delicacy  and  difficulty 
bad  to  be  solved  and  settled,  the  asustance 
and  advice  of  those  competent  men  whom 
they  found  in  office  should  have  been  pre- 
served to  the  nation.  This  question  of 
constraoiion  has  grown  to  be  of  such  vital 
importanee  that  in  dealiug  with  and  eia- 
miDiDg  it  no  stone  should  be  left  anturned. 
I  ean  conceive  notiiing  of  more  importance 
than  the  retention  of  men  of  first-class  ability 
wherever  you  can  find  them.  I  have  never 
spoken  in  this  House  with  anything  like 
unfairness  or  harshness  of  Mr.  Reed.  As 
President  of  the  Institute  of  Naval  Archi- 
tects, of  which  he  is  Secretary,  I  have  seen 
a  great  deal  of  him,  and  I  believe  him  to 
he  a  very  clever  man,  who  would  have 
shone  and  acquired  high  distinction  as  a 
■Iiipbuilder,  if  he  had  only  been  dealt  with 
in  a  judicious  manner.  I  freely  admit  that 
the  Admiralty  would  have  done  a  prudent 
thing,  and  done  no  more  than  they  were 
justified  in  doing,  if  they  had  invited  Mr. 
Reed  to  join  the  oonetmotiTe  department, 
and  then  allowed  him  to  work  his  own  way 
to  the  first  plaoe.  But  when  yon  have  men 
like  Mr.  Watte,  Mr.  Lang,  Mr.  Feake,  and 
Hr.  Abethell,  and  of  these  some  through 
disgnst,  and  some  from  other  causes  are 
got  rid  of,  and  at  once,  per  taltum,  you 
put  Mr.  Reed  at  the  bead  of  theoonstruct- 
iog  department,  I  say  the  Admiralty  acted 
with  grest  indiscretion  and  imprudence, 
and  in  a  manner  unjust  both  to  the  country 
and  to  Mr.  Reed  himself.  What  have 
been  the  performances  of  Mr.  Reed  ?  The 
launching  of  two  vessels  — •  the  EnUrprite 
and  ^MforcA— the  only  two  of  his  build- 
ing at  present  afloat.  Will  the  Honae 
allow  nie  to  read  the  language  used  in  my 
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presence  by  Mr,  Reed,  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Institute  of  Naval  Architects, 
with  regard  to  those  vessels  %    He  said— 

"  As  regards  the  other  vessels  whioh  I  am 
superintending — the  Reuareh  and  the  Favom'Ue 
— they  differ  from  the  ErUerprite  in  some  Tery 
important  respectB.  I  was  fortunately  disenibsir- 
nissed,  as  regards  those  vessels,  of  several  limita- 
tions that  fettered  me  in  the  EnUtpriu,  and  behif 
amicus  to  produce  a  class  of  ships,  of  which  seve- 
ral might  be  oommeooed  with  confldenoe,  I 
avoided  in  them  the  iron  npper  works,  and  have 
provided  for  plating  them  up  to  the  upper  deck." 

Having  entered  into  varions  details,  the 
paper  ended  as  nearly  as  possible  in  these 
words  — 

"  The  Enterprite,  lUtearch,  and  Favounie  eer< 
tainly  represent  my  ideas,  in  so  lar  as  I  oould  give 
scope  to  them,  under  the  peculiar  ciroumatanoes 
of  their  construction,  and  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
be  judged  by  a  comparison  and  those  vessels  with 
others  of  like  si»." 

The  FavowiU  is  not  yet  launched,  so  we 
do  not  know  how  she  will  turn  out.  The 
EnterprxM  is  at  sea,  and  Mr.  Reed  says 
that  he  was  fettered  by  several  limitations 
during  her  construction.  The  report  of 
her  is  that  she  is  a  good  sea  boat,  out  so 
imperfeotly  defended  by  iron  armour,  and 
built  in  some  respects  on  sneh  erroneous 
principles,  that  if  she  were  to  go  into  oo- 
tion  she  would  be  destroyed  almost  imme* 
diately.  But  what  about  the  Betearch,  the 
vessel  by  which  Mr.  Reed  desired  to  be 
judged  ?  I  will  ask  my  noble  Friend  to 
tell  us  what  he  knows  about  the  lUaearck. 
What  does  Admiral  Dacres  say,  and  above 
all  what  does  the  captain  of  the  Beteareh 
say  ?  The  prevailing  belief  is  that  the 
Research  is  so  constructed  that  she  is,  from 
some  cause  or  other,  not  fit  to  be  sent  to 
sea,  that  she  is  unsafe  as  a  sea  boat,  and 
that  it  would  be  very  difficult  indeed  to 
persuade  an^  ship's  crew  to  go  to  sea  in 
her.  This  is  a  question  not  to  be  dealt 
with  in  any  tone  of  levi^ ;  it  is  a  most 
grave  and  serious  matter.  I  beliere  that 
the  JKMsarcA  is  as  great  a  failure  as  ever 
was  launched.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  on 
that  account  that  Mr.  Reed  is  not  capable 
of  building  a  good  ship.  I  hope  that  he 
may  live  to  correct  the  errors  which  he 
has  made,  and  to  build  many  good  ships 
hereafter.  But  this  I  do  say,  that  with 
Mr.  Reed's  present  experience  and  compe- 
tence, you  are  trifling  with  the  interests  of 
England,  if  yon  allow  the  men-of-war  of 
this  country  to  be  built  by  him,  when  you 
have  men  of  great  talent  and  long  experi- 
ence at  your  command,  whom  you  should 
call  to  your  aid.  I  appeal  tojhia  House 
and  to  the  eonntry  w^^||^  if  lwffl«>5tt 
a  Q  *^ 
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eome  upon  us  at  anj  time,  you  are  not 
bound  to  aak  Hr.  Watts  aud  Mr.  Laog  to 
come  back,  and  to  put  yourselves  into 
their  hands,  instead  of  trusting  the  inte- 
rests of  England  to  a  man  whose  first  effort 
is  SQch  a  failure,  that  I  ohallenge  you  to 
tell  me  that  you  would  send  it  to  sea  in 
heavy  weather. 

I  am  sorry  I  have  detained  the  Com- 
mittee so  long  in  making  these  remarks 
and  this  appeal.  I  confess  I  feel  very 
eonsiderahle  alarm  as  to  the  state  of  the 
nary.  Everylhing  has  been  neglected  for 
the  sake  of  these  iron-clad  ships.  When 
the  Bomht^  was  lost  you  had  no  other 
vessel  to  send  in  her  place.  Ify  noble 
Friend  told  us  of  a  small  class  of  ships 
that  he  was  abont  to  build.  I  was  glad  to 
hear  it ;  but  my  iaformation  goes  to  this, 
that  if  we  were  involved  in  a  maritime  war 
to-morrow,  we  have  by  no  means  the  class 
of  ships  which  would  be  capable  either  oi 
protecting  our  own  commerce  or  of  assail- 
ing that  of  the  enemy .  I  have  endeavoured 
to  lay  these  statements  before  the  Houso 
in  as  fair  a  manner  as  I  possibly  could.  I 
felt  it  to  be  an  imperative  duty  not  to 
shrink  from  doing  so  ;  but  no  one  will  re- 
joice more  than  I  shall,  if  my  noble  Friend 
ean  dispose  of  the  statements  which  I  have 
made  in  a  saUsfiutory  manner. 

Sb  JAUES  BLPHINSTONE  said, 
that  the  indictment  agunafc  the  Admiralty 
waa  that  they,  having  received  very  large 
sums  of  money— much  more  than  had  been 
granted  to  any  other  Board  in  modern 
times  —  had  squandered  it  upon  vessels 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  every  naval  man, 
were  utterly  incapable  of  keeping  the  sea. 
Within  the  last  five  years  nomeroos  changes 
had  taken  place  in  naval  architectore;  and 
yet  during  the  last  five  years  they  had 
seen  dispersed  the  best  school  of  naval 
architecture  in  the  world.  They  had  forced 
such  men  as  Mr.  Watts,  Ur.  Oliver  Lang, 
and  many  others,  to  retire  from  the  service, 
having  been  forced  out  of  it  by  the  most 
invidions  conduet  on  the  part  of  their  su- 
periors; and  they  hod  employed  a  man  in 
the  eonstrueUon  of  the  navy  whose  first 
production  was  an  abortion.  The  Research 
was  now  lying  at  Cowes,  and  the  Admi- 
ralty would  not  dare  to  send  her  across  the 
Bay  of  Biscay,  Early  in  the  Session  he 
had  asked  for  the  production  of  Admiral 
Pacres*  report,  and  he  could  not  obtain  it. 
It  was  said  that  it  was  not  usual  to  pro- 
duce sneb  reports.  Had  there  been  any 
technical  reason  why  it  ahonld  not  be 
given,  he  would  not  have  naked  Ux  it. 
'Sir  John  Fakingtm 


But  when  there  was  a  trial  of  brigs  in 
1832  a  report  waa  made  upon  the  sobject, 
which  would  be  found  in  the  library.  Ad- 
miral Collier  had  reported,  and  ao  had 
Admiral  Ifartin  under  similar  cireum- 
stances,  and  the  report  on  the  RatUer,  the 
first  screw  steamer  which  was  tried  against 
the  paddlewheel,  was  also  to  be  found  in 
the  Library  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
There  was  no  donbt  that  Admiral  Dacres* 
report  would  also  have  been  produced,  but 
the  Admiralty  dursi  not  produce  it,  be- 
cause it  wonfd  have  damned  them.  He 
had  moved  for  the  Report  before  it  waa 
posuble  for  him  to  know  what  it  oontuned. 
But  he  knew  what  the  coacarrent  testi- 
mony of  officOT  in  the  flert  waa — ^namely, 
that  of  the  iron  ships  that  had  been  con- 
structed, the  Warrior,  the  BlaiA  iViace, 
the  Defmee,  and  the  SestMtanee,  were 
alone  safe  and  seaworthy,  though  not  per- 
fect; for  the  Warrior  and  the  Black  Priitee 
were  too  long,  and  there  was  conseqaently 
a  great  difficulty  in  their  taking  up  their 
berths  and  in  their  steering ;  but  other- 
wise they  were  safe.  The  first  two  ships 
ordered  by  the  present  Admiralty — the 
Defence  and  the  Ben$Uimoe — possessed 
all  the  defects  which  had  been  ascribed 
to  them;  but  by  adopting  iron  compart- 
ments in  them,  and  by  aheathing  their 
bows  vrith  wood,  their  character  might 
be  retrieved.  Then  there  was  a  large  class 
of  ships  to  which  the  Royal  Oak,  Caledo- 
nia, Zealous,  Prince  Cmeort,  and  others 
belonged;  and  if  there  was  any  doubt  about 
these  ships  not  being  fit  habitations  for 
men,  he  need  only  refer  to  a  speech  of  his 
noble  Friend  the  Secretary  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, made  to  his  constituents  during  the 
recess.  He  was  defending  the  sending  the 
Victoria  to  the  Mediterrsnean — a  measure 
attacked  by  many,  but  for  which  he  did 
not  attach  much  blame  to  the  Admiralty, 
because  the  keeping  of  1,000  men  together 
in  a  state  of  perfect  discipline  was  not  so 
bad  a  thing  as  might  be.  Bnt  the  noble 
Lord,  in  vindicating  his  policy,  said — 

"  If  70a  were  to  pat  them  (a  lar^  number  oF 
sapsrannMrsries)  on  bowd  of  armoar-pUted  shipi, 
tbe  men  would,  from  want  of  TentiUtion,  speedilj 
become  utterly  oseless,  and  have  to  go  into  hos- 
pital. I  aik  would  the  people  of  thin  country  bo 
sntisfiod  if  they  heard  that  wo  cramped  np  oar 
men,  and  eaosed  fevcra  and  diseaaci  to  breiji  out 
among  them,  becaase  we  had  thought  fit  to  pot 
them  on  board  soeh  ships  as  were  only  fit  to  (0 
immediately  into  action. 

Such  was  the  noble  Lord's  own  account  of 
those  ships.  And  then  what  had  been  the 
treatmeDt  of  Oa|f|p^3^g(5(i9gf,^o 
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most  icientiiie  men  of  th«  daj  ?  His  to- 
TentioD  wu  brought  out  Bome  fire  or  six 
years  ago,  and  was  submitted  to  the  late  la- 
mented Prince  Consort,  who,  with  bis  usual 
perception,  saw  the  benefit  likelj  to  arise 
to  this  country  from  its  use,  and  encour- 
aged Captain  Coles  to  perserere.  After  a 
tine  a  trial  was  giTen  bim  on  board  the 
Thitty,  and  the  report  he  beliered  was 
most  foronraUe.  Oaptun  Powell  made  no 
leeret  of  hii  report.  But  Captain  Coles 
eould  not  get  a  hearing.  In  the  end  tfaej  cut 
down  a  three-decker,  the  JSojral  Sowretgnt 
which  was  not  a  ship  well  adapted  for  the 

Surpoae — a  ship  that  must  be  verj  uneasy. 
•ut  when  she  joined  the  Channel  fleet  the 
officers  who  saw  her  afloat  agreed  that  the 
ressel  had  command  of  the  sea,  and  that 
if  she  had  been  among  them  for  war  instead 
of  for  peace,  she  would  hare  scattered 
ererj  one  of  them  and  obliged  them  to 
seek  harbour.  Tet,  because  she  had  some 
trifling  defects,  one  or  two  of  which  were 
pat  to  rights  while  she  was  still  in  com- 
mission, the  Admiralty  recalled  her  and 
paid  her  out  of  commission.  Her  crew 
liad  heen  got  into  perfect  discipline  and 
training,  tne  heavy  guns  were  moved 
about  with  as  much  ease  as  old  18-pound- 
ers,  and  altogether  the  ship  and  crew 
were  most  efficient ;  but  she  was  paid  oif 
because  it  was  alleged  that  she  required 
extensive  repairs.  But  he  vould  ask,  was 
the  Prince  Consort  paid  out  of  commission 
when  she  was  repaired  ?  Certainly  not, 
but  the  Royal  Sovereign  was  paid  out  of 
commission  that  she  might  not  put  Mr. 
Reed  out  of  commission.  The  noble  Lord 
told  them  that  he  was  constructing  a  class 
of  small  fast  wooden  cruisers  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  our  commerce.  He  did 
not  deny  that  they  could  not  do  entirely 
without  wood ;  but  what  had  happened 
rince-— the  accident  to  ihe  Bombay — had 
modified  his  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
nso  of  wood.  It  came  to  this— with  re- 
gard to  iron  ships  built  in  compartments, 
from  their  substance  there  was  the  chance 
of  splinters,  whilst  In  wooden  ships  there 
were  the  chances  of  fire  and  sinking  ;  and 
if  weighed,  the  one  against  the  other,  he 
thought  the  result  would  be  favourable  to 
iron  ships,  more  specially  when  they  re- 
membered that  in  all  parts  of  the  world 
there  were  docks  where  1,000  to  1,500  ton 
ships  could  be  cleaned  and  repaired.  He 
was  an  old  atevedora,  and  it  was  perfectly 
clear  to  him  that  the  turret  principle 
was  that  npon  which  yon  could  get  ycnr 
weigliti  most  oouTftniently  adjutid  lo  the 


stowage  of  the  ship.  Therefore,  he  slieald 
recommend  the  experiment  of  iron  oruisera, 
capable  of  running  thirteen  knots,  to  be 
armed  with  one  or  more  turret  guns,  and 
some  Armstrongs  and  Whitworths.  The 
objection  to  these  guns  not  being  able  to 
fire  in  a  line  with  the  keel  was  removed 
by  Captain  Coles's  tripod  maata,  by  which 
the  guns  could  be  direoted  to  neariy  every 
point  of  the  compass.  Then  as  to  the 
reserve  fleet.  It  ahonld  be  remembered 
that  during  the  wholo  of  the  period  in 
which  these  immense  sums  of  money  had 
been  expended,  the  repairs  and  main- 
tenance of  the  wooden  ships  had  not  been 
kept  up.  Many  wooden  ships  nearly  com- 
pleted had  been  taken  down.  At  Ports- 
month,  the  Earlequin,  a  very  nice  little 
ship,  nearly  completed,  was  taken  to  pieces, 
and  shortly  after  the  Ptarl,  which  came 
from  China,  after  being  four  jears  in  eom> 
mission,  and  having  badly  constrocted  bows, 
was  stripped  fore  and  aft,  and  repaired  on 
the  old  lines,  at  apparently  a  greater  coat 
than  the  Harlequin  could  have  been  com- 
pleted as  a  new  ship.  These  were  the  sort 
of  improvident  things  the  Admiralty  did ; 
they  paid  less  wages;  they  were  constantly 
altering  their  ships ;  and  hence  it  cost  more 
in  repairing  and  altering  than  in  bnilding 
new  ships.  There  was  a  failure  in  the 
Controller's  office.  The  Soyal  Alfred, 
which  belonged  to  the  Caledonia  class,  was 
plated  with  iron  ;  she  was  completed  up 
above  the  line  of  the  bends  for  a  ship  some- 
thing like  the  Prince  Consort;  she  was 
then  ordered  to  be  altered  to  carry  ten 
heavy  guns  in  midships  ;  gun  ports  were 
cut  open,  in  a  few  cases  the  old  ones  were 
enlarged,  in  other  cases  they  were  blocked 
up  by  putting  in  chocks  of  wood  with  a 
thin  skin  of  wood  inside,  and  planked  over 
outside,  reminding  htm  more  of  the  old 
mode  of  stopping  up  windows  in  Scotland, 
some  years  ago,  to  save  the  window  tax 
than  of  anything  like  shipbuilding.  If  a 
shot  hit  one  of  these  ports  it  would  go 
right  through.  The  surveyor  of  Lloyd's 
would  not  pass  the  ship  for  emigrants,  and 
yet  she  was  to  he  sent  to  sea  with  12-ton 
guns  on  her  broadside. 

He  next  came  to  the  question  of  docks. 
The  Dockyard  Committee  of  last  year  did 
one  thing  which  he  regretted — namely, 
recommending  the  abolition  of  small  dock- 
yards. But  they  were  told  to  do  some> 
thing  in  the  way  of  retrenchment,  and 
they  felt  they  could  not  do  otherwise  than 
make  that  rwommendation.  ^e  hoped, 
hovsTcr.  thai  the  (fafonm^At^Otii^Mi 
203  ^ 
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ooDunt  to  part  with  one  jard  of  tbem. 
With  regard  to  yard  extonsion  and  dook 
constmction,  he  woold  arge  opon  the 
GoTemment  that  this  vaa  a  work  for  which 
a  larger  Vote  should  be  taken,  and  which 
should  be  done  at  once.  For  Portsmouth 
he  found  there  was  only  an  item  of  £20,000 
in  the  Estimatest  and  yet  he  beliered  that 
£500,000  might  be  usefully  spent  there 
by  a  good  contractor,  and  the  works  speed- 
ily brought  into  an  advanced  state.  He 
asked  why  they  eoald  not  take  steps  for  the 
bnildine  m  three  or  fonr  docks  where  they 
had  bunding  ali^  at  present  t  Such  a  work 
wonld  take  the  QoTemment  out  of  thnr  pre- 
sent diffieolty.  In  the  case  of  any  action 
oceorring  in  the  Channel,  they  oonld  bring 
the  iron-dads  at  onoe  into  dock.  In  regard 
to  Deronport  stilt  less  was  proposed  to  be 
done  by  the  Government.  And  as  to 
foreign  dockyards,  such  as  Bermuda  and 
Halifax,  nothing  whatever  had  been  done. 
Now,  Halifax  was  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant points  for  us  to  watoh,  and  to  be  at 
work  upon.  Owing  to  the  peculiar  na- 
ture of  the  harbonr,  by  a  small  expen- 
diture of  money  we  might  have  a  very 
useful  dock  there.  Bat  at  present  this 
important  station  did  not  possess  a  dock 
which  would  admit  a  frigate.  Admiral 
Hilne  stated  in  his  evidenee  diat  he  was 
obliged  to  lose  the  serviees  of  two  of  his 
best  ships  from  the  want  of  a  dock  in  that 
quarter,  and  was  therefore  obliged  to  send 
them  home  for  repairs.  As  to  Malta,  he 
congratnlated  the  noble  Lord  on  having  now 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  French 
Creek  was  the  beat  place  for  the  dock. 
The  simple  question  was,  whether  we  held 
llalta  at  a  vast  expense  for  Imperial 
purposes,  or  for  the  entire  bene6t  of  tlio 
small  traders  of  the  island.  These  people 
might  be  moved  without  any  considerable 
inoonvenienoe  from  the  French  Greek  over 
to  the  Quarantine  harbonr  or  to  the  upper 
part  of  the  harbour,  the  Harsa,  where 
there  was  ample  room  for  them.  At  all 
events,  his  notion  was  that  the  judicious 
expenditure  of  £20,000  or  £30,0W)  among 
these  persons  would  have  satisfied  existing 
interesto  and  removed  all  difficulties.  The 
I>nke  cf  Somerset  went  out  to  see  for 
himsdf,  and  he  administered  such  a  snub 
to  his  First  Sea  Lord  that  he  (Sir  James 
Blphinstone)  never  remembered  to  have 
seen  equalled.  Before  the  Select  Com- 
mittee the  First  Sea  Lord  most  obstinately 
stuck  to  a  bod  bargain,  but  although  the 
First  Lord  had  laid  him  completely  on  liis 
back  in  regard  to  this  matter,  ha  remained 
Sir  Jame*  ^hvuUme 


First  Sea  Lord  notwithstending.  He  (Sir 
James  Elpbinstone)  further  complained  of 
the  absence  of  any  movement  for  the  con- 
struction of  naval  barracks.  The  seamen 
were  discharged  into  hulks  instead  of  being 
properly  housed  in  barraeks.  Let  them 
disguise  the  fact  as  they  might,  our  men 
were  decreaaing  month  after  month,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  financial  year  there  were 
actually  1,406  less  than  the  number  voted, 
Notwithstending  this  fact,  the  noble  Lord 
said  that  he  manned  the  Ftetoria  in 
one  day  or  one  week — he  forgot  which. 
How  had  he  done  it  ¥  First,  he  sent  down 
the  order, "  off  the  Boyal  Sovereigns'* 
"  Pay  off  the  frorror."  The  next  order 
sent  down  was,  "Van  the  Ftetoria." 
Presto,  the  VwUma  was  manned  on  the 
instont  by  the  men  paid  off  from  the  Itoyot 
Sovereign  and  the  Warrior.  Where  wore 
the  1,500  men  to  whom  the  noble  Lord 
referred  ?  They  must  have  been  ship- 
keepers.  He  could  not  help  thinking  that 
there  irere  a  good  many  dnmmies  among 
them. 

LoBD  CLARENCE  PAGET  said,  if 
the  hen.  and  gaUant  Gentleman  deairod 
that  he  shodd  answer  him,  he  wonld 
hand  him  over  a  paper  by  which  he 
woold  see  that  the  men  were  all  seamen, 
and  available  to  go  on  board  ship  at  any 
moment. 

S»  JAMES  ELPHINSTOKB  hoped 
that  a  fuller  explanation  would  be  given  by 
the  noble  Lord  at  the  proper  time.  With 
regard  to  the  Boyal  SoverMgn,  the  men 
paid  off  believed  themselves  very  ill-used. 
A  number  of  good  seamen  were  anxious 
to  follow  Captain  Sherard  Osbom.  They 
were  led  to  believe  that  she  was  a  harbour 
ship,  and  a  considerable  number  of  married 
men  joined  her,  thinking  that  they  would 
have  throe  years  on  shore  with  their  fami- 
lies. Suddenly,  however,  she  was  paid 
off,  and  the  men  were  drafted  into  snips 
which  they  had  no  intention  whatever  of 
joining.  He  had  another  word  to  add  upon 
the  imnorUnt  aubjeet  of  naval  barracks. 
The  Aamiralty,  when  thej  tried  an  experi- 
ment in  reference  to  them,  had  the  peeu* 
liar  faculty  of  doing  It  in  the  most  nngra- 
oious  manner,  and  in  a  way  least  likely  to 
Bueeeed.  In  Sbeemess,  for  example,  they 
turned  a  store-honse  within  the  dockyard 
into  a  barrack.  The  men  were  therein 
subjected  to  a  kind  of  prison  discipline. 
The  atmosphere,  position,  and  place  were 
desolate  to  a  degree,  and  no  fewer  than 
1,200  men  at  one  time,  from  various  ports 
in  the  kingdom,  ^,|^,^>@Q||^|^  a 
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place  unfitted  for  Ofaristiuu  to  live  in, 
aDd  placed  nnder  regulations  almoik  aa 
•erere  as  if  thej  were  eonTiets.  The 
nuHoent  a  man  showed  his  nose  out< 
side  of  this  barrack  he  was  hunted 
back  again,  and  where  he  found  nothing 
to  do  after  cleaning  up  his  quarters  and 
mending  biB  elothes  but  to  smoke  and 
ileep.  Now,  nothing  was  more  calculated 
to  disgust  seamen  than  this  treatment. 
Everj  man  who  had  (he  interest  of  the 
seamen  at  heart  ought  to  try  and  make 
their  quarters  as  agreeable  as  posuUe  to 
them. 

With  regard  to  the  increased  paj  of  the 
officers  in  the  navy,  the  Admiralty  had,  no 
doubt,  conceded  in  some  degree  that  which 
they  required.  They  had  not  tooebed  the 
half-pay.  nor  had  the  pay  of  the  Admirab 
on  foreign  stations  been  increased.  In 
China,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  other 
foreign  stations,  where  the  neeessaries  of 
life  were  dear,  those  gentlemen  receired 
pittances  which,  contrasted  with  the  pay 
and  allowances  of  general  oflScers  on  shore, 
were  shabby  to  a  degree,  and  which, 
indeed,  did  not  allow  them  to  lire  as  be- 
eame  their  rank  and  position,  without 
trenching  upon  their  private  means.  In 
respect  to  India,  it  was  a  fact  that  the 
Indian  Government  did  not  pay  one  shilling 
for  the  naval  defenoe  of  that  country.  He 
wished  to  ask  upon  what  principle  were  we 
to  find  naval  defences  for  a  people  many  of 
whom  were  rolling  in  riohea  f  Why  shonld 
the  Oovemment  under  snob  oiranmstanees 
eall  opon  oar  offieers  to  protect  the  shores 
of  that  people  at  the  risk  of  loss  of  health 
and  the  detriment  of  thnr  private  fortune  t 
He  trusted,this  point  would  not  be  overlook- 
ed when  the  House  neit  had  the  Indian 
Estimates  before  it.  With  regard  to  the 
captains  who  had  charge  of  the  dockyards 
— he  nould  specify  more  particularly  those 
at  Woolvioh,  Chatham,  and  Pembroke — 
they  had  been  overlooked  in  the  adjust- 
ment of  pay,  although  they  were  subject, 
especially  at  Chatham  and  Woolwich, 
to  very  heavy  expenses.  There  were 
several  points  with  respect  to  vhich  lien- 
tenants  were  ill-used.  There  were  lieu- 
tenants of  seventeen  years'  standing  who 
bad  never  had  three  months*  leave,  and  of 
fifteen  years*  standhig  who  had  never  been 
on  leave  at  all.  He  claimed  for  lienlenants 
in  the  navy  diat  they  should  be  dealt  with 
in  a  manner  similar  to  that  in  which  officers  \ 
of  a  like  rank  in  the  army  were  treated. 
An  officer  in  the  army  would  think  him- 
self veiy  badly  used  if  ha  had  not  his 


I  two  or  three  mondis*  leave  annually.  The 
officers  of  tha  eivil  service  had  six  weeks 
leave  of  absenee  each  year,  and  the  Sun- 
days as  well.  A  Uentenant  in  the  navy 
after  retoming  from  foreign  servioe  had 
twenty-one  days,  at  the  end  of  which  he  was 
hunted  up  and  was  sent  on  hoard  a  hulk  if 
there  was  no  ship  to  send  him  to.  One  officer 
in  the  army  had  his  servant,  but  two  lieu- 
tenants in  the  navy  had  only  one  boy  be- 
tween thera.  An  ensign  had  his  man  ser- 
vant, a  lieutenant  in  the  na^,  who  ranked 
with  a  major,  half  a  boy.  He  (Sir  James 
Elphinstone)  had  frequently  advocated  the 
construction  of  naval  colleges.  It  was  im- 
possible to  educate  boys  snd  to  keep  them 
m  good  health  on  board  of  hulks.  A  naval 
college  might  be  made  self-supporting  by 
including  Mueation  for  the  meroandle  ma- 
rine ;  and  if  that  course  were  adopted  it 
would  have  the  further  effect  of  creating  a 

greater  feeling  of  eonfidenee  and  friendship 
otween  the  two  services  than  eiisted  at 
present.  There  ought  to  be  training  brigs 
maintained  in  connection  with  the  college, 
on  board  of  which  one  watch  of  boys 
could  be  educated  for  a  time,  and  then  re- 
placed by  another  watch.  Under  such  a 
system  their  health,  too,  would  be  better 
attended  to.  The  BritaniMa  was  only  six 
feet  below  the  beams,  but  the  Government 
required  fifteen  feet  in  the  certifioated 
schools  before  they  would  give  them  any 
assistance  ;  yet  they  crammed  the  rising 
generation  for  the  navy  into  places  not 
above  6  feet  under  the  beams  and  6|  feet 
below  decks  ;  and  if  there  were  not  that 
injury  to  health  inflicted  as  would  at  first 
sight  appear,  it  was  because  the  boys  were 
all  selected  and  first  subjected  to  a  severe 
medical  examination  ;  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  when  any  of  these  boys  were  ill 
it  was  a  stronger  proof  against  the  un- 
healthinesB  of  the  snip  than  the  ease  of  a 
school  where  boys  were  brought  pronii- 
cnoosly  together. 

The  noble  Lord  had  created  a  class  of 
chief  warrant  officers,  who  were  the  men 
to  whom  they  looked  in  a  great  degree  for 
the  discipline  of  the  ships,  andcoose- 

S[uently  they  ought  to  be  paid  mneh  higher 
or  the  attainments  they  were  expected  to 
possess.  They  appointed  12  chief  gun- 
ners, 27  chief  boatswains,  12  ohief  car- 
penters ;  but  why  they  appointed  27  boat- 
swains and  only  12  gunners  no  mortal 
oould  understano.  All  the  principal  men 
in  the  service  had  been  overlooked.  If 
they  had,  even  opon  that  limited  scale, 
on  *•  .«■•  pro|^rU.n  g^rg^^. 
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to  thfl  gmmeM  tbak  the/  did  to  the  b«t> 
iw^nt,  and  bad  appototed  30  gaiin««»  37 
boaUwains,  and  25  earpentora»  it  wonld 
not  bare  been  w  objeetionable.  Bnt  tbe 
most  anjast  proceeding  of  all  was  that  the 
harboiir-daty  officers  had  been  excluded 
from  the  chief  appointments,  and  only  five 
sea-going  men  in  the  whole  fieet  had  been 
appointed.  In  fact,  some  40  gunners, 
men  with  the  highest  possible  certificates, 
of  the  first  rank,  were  excluded.  Now  it 
was  a  mockery  to  the  class  that  only  55 
men  out  of  1,200  had  been  made  chief 
warrant  officers,  and,  though  saToaring  of 
aome  sort  of  selection,  had  been  giren  ap- 
parently to  men  who  would  gain  the  least 
possible  advantage  by  prorooUon  i  and  aer^ 
Tiee  had  been  entirely  OTerlooked.  The 
objeot  had  been  to  i^rodoee  the  most  effeet 
with  the  least  possible  expense,  and  the 
aelectiott  that  had  been  made  had  given 
the  greatest  amonnt  of  dissatisfaction. 
Tbe  manner  in  which  their  widows  hsTo 
been  treated  was  a  scandal  and  a  disgrace 
to  the  naTy,  and  tbe  principles  which  re- 
gulate the  superior  grades  of  the  service 
nave  been  entirely  lost  sight  of  in  the  oase 
of  the  warrant  officers.  Many  have  been 
driven  to  tbe  workhouse,  and  it  was  not 
likely  men  would  enter  that  part  of  the 
aernee  with  the  knowledge  that  their 
widows  would  be  treated  in  the  disgraceful 
manner  many  of  them  had  been ;  beeause 
tbe  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  of  tbe  day 
ebose  to  say  that  some  of  them  were  per* 
sons  of  indifferent  character  therefore  the 
whole  should  lose  their  pensions,  was  an 
net  of  the  grossest  injustice.  The  noble 
Lord  had  informed  the  House  that  the 
Naval  Reserve  force  had  increased  1 ,700 
men.  They  were  ,  no  doubt,  the  flower  of 
our  mercantile  nary,  but  they  were  not 
drilled  in  a  manner  which  was  most  to 
their  advantage.  At  Aberdeen  the  Ad- 
miralty had  placed  an  old  28  gun  fri- 
gate for  drilling  about  1,000  men,  for- 
getting that  she  conld  not  monnt  a  10-inch 
gnu ;  and  tbero  was  not  a  weapon  for 
them  to  ezereise  wbieh  they  wonM  be 
sailed  upon  to  handle  in  ease  of  emeigeney. 
In  faet,  ra  bad  was  this  ship,  that  the  offi- 
oerin  eommand  bad  aaked  the  Admiralty 
to  bnild  a  shed  in  which  to  ezereise  -the 
men.  Captain  Browne,  the  originator  of 
tbe  foree,  wrote  him  a  letter  a  few  weeks 
before  his  death,  in  which  he  asked  him  to 
bring  the  subject  before  the  House,  and 
int  ont  the  insufficiency  of  ships  on 
ard  which  to  drill  the  men,  and  also  the 
fanpropriely  of  toking  the  men  awfty  from 
Sir  JimM  Bl^imtoiu 


tbe  fishing  Tillagea,  and  drilling  them  in 
the  large  towns,  where  they  were  anbjeetad 
to  temptetions  and  dangers  with  which  tbehr 
wives  and  families  dia  not  wish  them  to 
come  into  eontaot.  Captsin  Browne  sug- 
gested that  one-gun  batteries  should  be 
built  by  the  men  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
their  fishing  villages,  and  that  the  officer 
in  oomniand  of  the  dislnet  should  go  round 
and  drill  them  in  immediate  contiguity  to 
their  own  homes.  He  hoped  the  sugges* 
tion  would  be  token  into  eonsidnmtion  by 
the  Admiralty.  Kow  the  ease  of  tbe  Com- 
may  at  Aberdeen  was  a  scandalous  ease. 
She  was  stationed  at  Liverpool,  and  the 
£etgle  waa  fitted  out  to  go  to  Aberdeen. 
The  bon.  Uembers  for  Liverpool  found  ont 
that  the  Eagle  was  going  to  Aberdeen, 
and  they  went  to  the  Admiralty  and  got 
bold  of  the  RigU,  and  the  Conway  was 
sent  to  Aberdeen,  tbe  Admiralty  first 
changing  her  name  to  the  Winehetter. 
Now  the  Winchester  was  a  well- known 
ship  of  50  guns,  which  had  carried  Sir 
George  Lambert  Hay  in  the  East  Indies, 
and  WAS  in  every  way  suitable  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  bnt  to  bis  horror  when  he  went  to 
Aberdeen  he  found  the  old  Conway^  a  ship 
he  had  known  more  than  forty  years  age 
at  St.  Helena,  one  of  the  roost  miserable 
jackass  frigatea  in  the  service ;  and  yet 
that  ship  bad  been  placed  at  Aberdeen  tot 
the  porpose  of  exereiung  1,000  men  of 
the  Navu  Reserve  foree.  He  had  a  great 
deal  more  to  stato  to  the  House  in  Ter- 
ence to  the  Naval  Servioe,  but  be  would 
defer  his  observations  until  the  Votes,  to 
which  the  subjects  pvtieulariy  applied, 
were  before  the  House. 

Mr.  SBBLT  said,  that  as  he  believed 
none  of  the  facts  mentioned  by  him  on  a 
former  occasion  had  been  attempted  to  be 
controverted  by  the  noble  Lord  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty,  though  some  of  his 
statements  had  been  described  by  his  hon. 
Friend  the  hon.  Member  for  Pontefraet 
(Mr.  Childers)  as  erroneous.  Considering 
the  great  impertanee  attached  to  state- 
ments  made  in  that  House,  it  was  desir* 
able  that  every  Member  should,  as  fisr  at 
possible,  be  aeourate  in  what  he  asserted. 
The  stotoment  he  had  made  was  simply 
that  he  believed — as  he  certainly  believed 
now,  notwithstanding  the  denial  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman — that  certain  ships  had  been 
repaired  at  an  excessive  cost,  and  in  one 
or  more  casea  at  a  cost  exceeding  what 
a  new  vessel  might  have  been  built  for. 
The  bon.  Gentleman  thoughit^that  bo  bad 
mada  »  mistoke,;^|^Jy^9^^of 
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thfi  hull,  hii  calcnlstion  referred  to  the  hull 
alone,  and  did  not  include  maatB,  yarda, 
and  rigging.  Now,  in  using  the  word 
"hull,"  he  had  intended  to  expreas  the 
eoit  of  repuring  the  reaKla,  including  the 
hnlla,  maata,  jarda*  rigging,  and  ererything 
neceiaary  for  the  repairs.  What  be  in- 
tended to  expreM  then,  he  would  express 
DOW — nameljr,  that  a  Tessel  called  the 
Faleon  was  repaired  at  a  greater  expense 
than  it  eould  have  been  built  new  for,  and 
his  hen.  Friend  had  documents  before  him 
giring  the  expenae  of  the  repairs  of  the 
Tease?  and  the  Tariout  items.  The  whole 
eost  of  the  repairs  amounted  to  £26,642. 
The  question,  therefore,  was  for  what  sum 
oould  a  vessfd  of  750  tons,  with  100-horse 
power,  have  been  purchased.  In  his  evi- 
dence before  the  Royal  Commission,  the 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty 
said,  that  according  to  the  statement  of 
the  Admiralty,  the  aTerage  coat  of  the  abips 
of  onr  fleet,  eidus'iTe  of  engines,  was 
£24 10*.  5d.per  ton;  bathe  (the  noble  Lord) 
did  not  think  that  they  eould  be  built  for 
Ie88than£28 lis. 5d.  He(Mr. Seely)  there- 
fore took  what  he  thought  was  a  fair  aud 
liberal  allowance — £28  per  ton.  Since  he 
addressed  the  House,  howeTor,  bis  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Birkenhead  (Mr. 
Laird)  had  informed  him  that  Teasels  of  the 
olass  of  the  Falcon  could  not  be  built  for 
less  than  £30  or  £35  per  ton,  exolusiTc  of 
machinery.  Giving  the  Admiralty  the 
benefit  of  that  statement,  he  still  main- 
tained that  it  was  unreasonable  to  spend 
£26,000  in  repairing  the  Falcon,  when 
ilie  eoald  hare  been  built  new  for  a  few 
thoasands  more.  His  hon.  Friend  said 
•omethiuff  about  urgency  ;  but  what  foe 
had  the  Faleon  ever  met,  or  what  probabi* 
lity  was  there  in  1863  or  1864  that  she 
would  be  required  to  meet  one?  There 
was  alao  another  matter  to  which  he  had  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee.  In 
his  evidenee  before  the  Royal  Commiasion, 
Ur.  Henwood,  the  master  shipwright  at 
Sbeemess,  stated  that  a  Tessel  built  in  Her 
Majesty's  dockyards,  of  good  materials, 
ooght  to  laat  fifteen  years  without  any 
great  repair.  He  stated  the  other  night 
that  the  Falcon  was  built  in  1850.  He 
was  now  inclined  to  think  that  she  was 
not  built  till  1854 1  perhaps  his  hon.  Friend 
would  tell  him  whether  mat  was  so  ?  Then 
he  would  assume  that  she  was  built  in 
1854.  He  had  now  to  state  that  in  1859 
there  was  expended  npon  her  £11,243, 
in  addition  to  the  £26,642  in  1863-4 
^making  a  total  of  £37,885.  Surely 
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some  explanation  ought  to  be  giTon  of 
the  expenditure  of  so  large  a  sum  upon 
the  repair  of  a  single  Tessel.  His  hon. 
Friend  further  said  that  he  was  wrong  in 
what  he  said  about  the  conTorsions  of  tim- 
ber ;  and  in  order  to  oooToy  a  different 
impression  to  the  House,  be  stated  that  in 
one  dockyard  Engliah  oak  cost  £8  19«.  a 
load,  while  in  another  it  could  he  obtained 
for  £6  15«.  But  what  he  mentioned  with 
regard  to  Bngltsh  oak,  occurred  also  with 
reference  to  other  wooda.  In  the  caae  of 
teak  the  conTeraions  at  Pembroke  ought, 
according  to  the  rate-book,  to  have  amount- 
ed to  only  £9,690,  but  they  reached 
£12,915.  He  could  giTe  other  facts  to 
the  same  effect,  but  he  did  not  wish  to 
weary  the  Committee,  and  he  would  now 
approach  a  still  more  serious  question. 
His  hon.  Friend  said  that  he  was  in  error 
when  he  stated  that,  between  1860  and 
1864,  there  waa  a  sum  of  £2,250.000  nn- 
acoonnted  fbr,  exoept  upon  the  theory  that 
it  had  been  added  to  stock,  because  be  had 
not  deducted  from  the  Votes  iht  Tslue  (tf 
ooals  which  had  been  sent  abroad,  amount- 
ing to  £1,500.000.  He  begged  to  say 
he  had  deducted  these  coals.  If  his  hon. 
Friend  disputed  the  statements  he  made,  he 
should  be  rery  glad  to  meet  him  with  the 
secretary  he  bad  employed,  and  go  into  the 
accounts,  and  if  any  accountant  from  the 
Admiralty  could  show  that  he  was  wrong, 
he  would  apologise  for  having  needless^ 
taken  up  the  time  of  the  House.  The  fact 
was  that  in  the  Votes  there  appeared  de- 
dnctions  for  the  coal  sent  abroad,  and  he 
had  only  taken  credit  for  the  amounts 
voted  less  those  deductions.  Thus  in 
the  year  1860-1  a  Vote  was  taken  for 
£1,706,000,  from  which  was  deduoted 
£312,644  for  coals  sent  abroad ;  and  he 
only  took  credit  for  £1,393,356.  There 
were  many  items  besides  those  which  he 
stated  the  other  night,  which  ought  to  be 
charged  to  the  cost  of  building  and  repair- 
ing the  ahtpa  of  the  navy.  For  instance, 
there  was  a  charge  in  Vole  6  for  salaries 
to  foremen,  inc.,  under  the  bead  of  "Navsl 
Yards  at  Home,"  amounting  to  £117,702. 
Deducting  from  that  £11,000  for  the  sala- 
ries of  surgeons,  chaplains,  boatswains,  and 
schoolmasters,  the  remaining  £106,702* 
ought  to  go  to  the  debit  of  the  account  for 
building,  repairing,  and  refitting  ships. 
There  were  other  items,  such  as  pensions 
to  artificers,  repairs,  gas,  &o.,  vrhleh  he 
contended  ought  to  be  added  to  the  oost  oi 
building,  repairing,  and  refitting  Her  Ua- 
j«t,'.  d.ip^«..«.tin|  in  t^peSgf^ 
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to  £328.105  in  1860-1.  £381.286  in  1861- 
2.  £365,524  in  1862-3.  and  £288.196  in 
1863-4.  The  sums  antler  these  nriom 
heads  anonnted  between  1848  and  1864 
to  npwards  of  £5,000,000,  more  than  the 
given  expenditure,  on  ships  built,  repaired, 
and  bought,  and  there  was  no  explanation 
Tolnnteered  as  to  what  had  become  of  that 
large  sum,  except  the  assaraption  that  it  had 
been  eonverted  Into  stock.  But  at  the 
present  time  the  stock  did  not  represent 
that  sum,  end  sorelj  in  1848  the  stock 
must  IiaTe  been  of  some  value.  Then, 
what  bad  become  of  it  ?  he  asked.  No 
doubt  the  suggestion  was  that  the  money 
had  been  expended  in  building,  repairing, 
and  refitting  Her  Majesty's  ships ;  but  in 
that  case  what  became  of  the  accounts  f 
The  accounts  made  no  mention  of  these 
£5.000,000.  His  noble  Friend  was  stri. 
Ting  to  bring  these  accounts  to  perfection, 
but  had  hon.  Uembers  looked  at  the  ao- 
eonnt  headed  "  Narj  —Ships/'  which  was 
a  specimen  of  the  mode  in  which  the 
Admiralty  kept  their  accounts  ?  The  year 
1860-1  was  the  first  in  which  the  aocoant 
of  repairing  ships  was  kept.  In  the  ao- 
oonnts  of  that  year  the  amount  of  money 
Toted  was  put  on  one  side,  and  the  cost 
of  building  and  repairing  ships  was  put 
on  the  other,  like  a  proper  debtor  and 
ereditor  aeooant.  In  the  next  year  there 
was  a  departure  from  this  debtor  and 
oreditor  system  ;  and  in  the  years  1862-3 
a  new  form  was  adopted,  and  instead  of 
giving  on  the  debtor  side  the  money  re- 
ceiTed  for  building  and  repairing  ahipa, 
they  gave  oertain  charges  nnder  this  heads 
"  Ships  Building"  and  *•  Ships  bnilt  by 
Gontraot,"  &o. ;  but  on  the  oraditor  side 
of  the  aooount  they  gave  the  expenditure 
at  the  different  dockyards,  both  being 
properly  creditor  accounts.  It  would  be 
easy  on  this  plan  to  manipulate  ac- 
counts, and  giro  the  debtor  and  creditor 
aceoonts  to  a  penny,  but  it  would  be  a 
farce  of  an  account.  The  method  in 
which  these  accounts  were  made  up  was  of 
great  importance,  for.  as  Sir  Richard 
Bromley  obserred  in  his  evidence  given 
before  the  Committee,  Doleii  these  matters 
were  carefully  watehed.  the  Appropriation 
Act  might  be  effeetually  set  aside.  But 
be  (Ur.  Sedy)  oonelnded  that  it  went  to 
pnt  aude  all  Pariiamentary  control.  The 
ml  evil,  however,  was  that  £4.000,000  or 
£5,000,000  a  year  were  given  to  gentle- 
men who  were  really  not  acqnainted  with 
the  matters  they  undertook  to  control.  He 
did  not  think  tbe  affair  would  be  properly 


conducted  nntil  they  had  a  Qovemment 
that  stood  upon  its  merits.  It  was  not 
only  as  r^^rded  economy  that  he  ealled 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  ibese 
matters,  bat  it  was  also  because  he  be- 
lieved that  an  extravagant  Department  was 
rarely  managed  efficiently.  He  had  an 
impression  that  the  time  was  coming  when 
their  expenses  would  be  greatly  increased. 
They  would  have  to  increase  the  amount 
of  the  small  payments  to  the  officers  in 
both  services,  to  which  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Portsmouth  (Sir  James 
Elphinstone)  had  ealled  attention.  But 
the  pay  of  tlio  soldier  and  of  the  sailor 
would  also  have  to  be  increased,  and  their 
ships  were  growing  in  siae.  and  would  re- 
quire more  dock  accommodation ;  so  that 
the  prospect  before  them  was  one  of  greatly 
increased  expenditure.  This  made  it  all 
the  more  necessary  that  tbe  pnblie  money 
should  not  be  wasted.  Tbe  eoontry  grudged 
no  money  at  present  for  the  navy,  so  long 
as  the  fleet  was  kept  tolerably  efficient ; 
hot  the  time  might  eome  when  the  public 
would  refuse  to  allow  their  money  to  be 
heedlessly  spent,  and  if  ever  they  should 
eome  to  regard  such  an  expenditore  with 
distaste,  those  who  brought  it  about  by 
needlessly  wasting  the  money,  would  have 
to  bear  the  blame. 

Sib  WILLIAM  MILES  remarked,  that 
having  been  a  member  of  the  Committee 
for  Naval  Promotion  and  Retirement,  he 
felt  bound  to  make  a  few  observations  opon 
tbe  grave  catalogue  of  grievaneea  whioh 
had  been  bronght  before  tbe  House  by  hon. 
Members  sitting  near  him.  He  should 
wait  anxiously  to  hear  the  answer  of  tbe 
noble  Lord  to  those  accusations,  as  it 
appeared  to  htm  that  they  might  just  as 
well  have  thrown  the  enormous  sums  of 
money  into  the  sea  as  to  have  expended 
it  upon  the  fleet.  But  he  (Sir  William 
Miles)  knew  nothing  of  naval  architecture, 
and  would  address  himself  to  tbe  matter 
which  had  come  under  his  attention.  He 
regretted  that  the  hon.  Banmet  tbe  Mem- 
ber for  Fortsmonib  (Sir  James  Elphin- 
stone) did  not  touch  upon  one  olasi  of  men 
in  the  navy  who  wore  badly  treated — the 
engineers.  Ho  thought  a  great  number 
of  their  complidntB  had  been  met ;  hot 
there  was  one  grievanee  oame  oot  befors 
the  Committee  whioh  eonstitnted  one  of 
the  greatest  diffiealties  they  had  to  deal 
with.  It  appeared  that  these  men.  who 
were  subjected  to  the  heat  of  tropical  cli- 
mates, most  oppressive  to  the  constitntion. 
Md  Hmdering  them  Jmb^^IQ^^^ 
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night  nittttr  this  oharge.  th«  charge  being 
the  miMpplioaUoD  of  public  niooey  received 
bj  him  M  Clerk  of  the  Pateote^  whieh 
officer  if  an  dScer  of  the  Conrt  of  ChaD- 
eerj.  In  eonaeqaenee  of  that  deoiBton  ap- 
plication  was  made  to  me  bj  a  most  re- 
ipeetable  gentleman,  Mr.  Leman,  who  was 
the  solicitor  of  Ur.  Edmunds,  that  he 
might  be  permitted  to  resign.  I  consulted 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  upon  the  subject. 
The  Master  of  the  Rolls  agreed  with  me 
in  thinking  that  it  would  not  be  an  im- 
proper thing  to  permit  Mr.  Edmunds  to 
resign  these  offices.  Mj  Lords,  I  directed 
my  secretary  to  write  to  Ur.  LemaD  the 
following  letter  :— 

"  J0I7  29, 1864. 
"  Sir, — I  am  diraoted  bjr  the  Lord  Cbaiioellor 
to  inform  70a  that  if  Mr.  Leonard  Edmooda 
thinks  proper  to  larrender  his  office  aa  Clerk  of 
the  Patents  forthwith,  also  bis  ofBoe  as  Clerk  of 
tiie  CommiBaioners  of  Patents,  and  will  undertake 
fbrthwith  to  aoeoont  fiv  and  pi^  over  to  the 
Treasnrj  all  snmi  of  moiisr  due  from  Um  as 
Clerk  of  the  Patents,  the  prmseedinga  on  Monday 
next  will  not  be  taken.  The  Lord  Cbanoellor 
will  take  the  opinion  of  Lord  Oranworth  and 
Lord  KJngsdown  aa  to  the  00 tine  which,  under 
all  the  oirenmstanoes  of  the  luwe,  it  will  be  the 
duty  of  his  Lordship  to  adopt  with  referenoe  to  the 
otBoe  of  Reading  Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Private 
Oommittees  held  by  Mr.  Edmunds  in  the  Ilouse 
of  Lords.    I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  serrant, 

**  AosDsni  B.  AwatHAii,  Principal  Seorstsry. 
"Jamas  Lsnuui,  Es^," 

My  Lords,  tiiat  latter  paragraph  was  in- 
serted in  eonaeqaenee  of  a  belief  which  at 
that  time  was  entertuned  that  the  power 
of  removing  Mr,  Edmonds  from  hts  offices 
in  this  House  rested  with  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, It  was  therefore  that  I  declined 
to  take  npon  myself  the  responsibility  of 
exercising  that  power ;  it  was  therefore 
that  I  stated  to  Mr.  Edmunds's  solicitor 
that  that  newer  should  be  exercised  only 
under  the  direetion  of  Lord  Cranworth  and 
Lord  Kingsdown,  and  if  they  deemed  it 
necessary  that  it  should  be  exercised.  I 
admit  that  that  was  a  misapprehension  on 
my  part,  beeanae  the  power  of  removing 
an  officer  rests  irith  the  House,  and  not 
with  the  Lord  Chancellor.  The  vnder- 
toking  whieh  is  referred  to  in  that  letter 
was  aeoordingly  given  and  the  resignation 
made,  but  I  declined  to  receive  that  resig- 
nation unless  it  was  made  under  the  advice 
and  with  the  entire  sanction  of  Mr.  Ed- 
munds's solicitor,  and  I  required  that  it 
ahould  be  made  in  writing,  and  that  the 
signature  should  be  attested  by  that  gentle- 
man. Aeoordingly  this  surrender  was  sent 
to  me,  *'  1  hereby  aurrender  the  combined 
•ffieet  of  Clerk  of  the  Patents  and  Clerk 


of  the  Oommisstonera  of  Patents.*'  It 
wss  accompanied  by  a  leUer  from  Mr. 
Leman,  dated  the  30th  July,  whieh,  after 
stating  that  he  bad  been  authoriaed  by  Mr. 

Edmunds  to  say  that  he  forthwith  sur- 
rendered the  offices,  and  that  he  undertook 
to  aceouDt  for  and  pay  over  to  the  Treasury 
all  sums  of  money  due  from  him,  went  on — 

"  Mr.  Edmunds  hopes,  however,  that  your  Lord- 
ship wilt  think  it  right  not  to  take  the  opinion  of 
Lord  Cranworth  and  Lord  KingsdowQ  as  to  the 
coarse  which,  under  all  the  oiroumstaooes  of  the 
case,  it  will  be  your  Lordship's  datj  to  adopt  in 
reference  to  the  offloe  of  Beading  Clerk,  until  ^ter 
your  Lordship  is  in  possession  of  and  has  eon- 
sidered  Mr.  Edmunds^  answer  to  the  report  of 
Messn.  Greenwood  and  Hindmareh." 

My  Lords,  it  was  a  very  reasonable  request 
that  an  opportunity  should  be  afforded  for 
putting  in  an  answer;  and,  therefore,  al- 
tboagh  I  had  sent  the  report  to  Lord 
Cranworth  and  Lord  Eingsclown,  I  desired 
that  no  further  proceedings  should  be 
taken  until  Mr.  Edmunds  had  given  a  full 
answer  to  the  statements  made  against 
him.  My  Lords,  Mr.  Edmunds  put  in 
that  answer;  and  afterwards,  to  my  great 
surprise,  he  voluntarily  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury the  sum  of  £7,873,  the  amount  of 
the  defalcations  mentioned  in  the  report 
being  £2,681.  The  first  report,  however, 
stated  that  there  were  divers  other  grounds 
of  claim  i^inst  Mr.  Edmnnds;  and  ac- 
cordingly a  furthw  report  was  made  in 
the  month  of  January  of  the  present  year, 
which  states  that  Mr.  Edmunds  is  still 
indebted  to  the  pnblte  in  the  sum  of 
£9,100.  Mr.  Edmunds  has  not  yot  put 
in  his  answer  to  that  report,  but  he  disputes 
the  aeeuraey  of  the  statement,  and  liis 
contention  is  that  the  sum  of  £7,872,  re- 
presents the  entire  amount  of  his  debt  to 
the  publie.  My  Lords,  in  this  state  of 
things  I  first  of  all  took  the  opinion  of  the 
Government  whether  it  was  my  duty — 
whether  it  was  incambent  npon  me —  to 
commDnicate  at  once  to  the  House  of  Lords 
what  had  taken  place  with  reference  to 
Mr.  Edmunds.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Government  that  it  was  my  duty  to  do  so. 
I  accordingly  directed  an  intimation  to  bo 
given  to  Mr.  Leman  that  on  the  second 
or  third  day  of  the  Session  I  should  lay 
the  reports,  with  the  answer  of  Mr.  Ed- 
munds to  the  first  report,  upon  the  table 
of  your  Lordships'  House,  and  that  I 
should  move  for  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  subject  and  to  advise  the  Houso 
as  to  the  course  that  it  would  be  proper  to 
take.  Upon  that  intimation  teing  given, 
I  reeeived  from  Ui^|g|||g:^^]Ci^)^mp^ 
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reqaeet  <m  bebalf  ct  If  r.  Adniwuls  that  I 
would  not  make  that  communieation  for 
a  few  daya;  and  the  reason  assigned  for 
askinjf  for  tbe  delay  was  to  gWe  Mr.  Ed- 
munds an  opportanity  of  reoeiving  some 
eommnnication  from  abroad.  On  that 
earnest  appeal  I  consented  to  postpone  the 
commuoioaUon  to  your  Lordships  for,  I 
think,  four  or  fire  days.  On  the  day  on 
which  I  was  about  to  make  the  communi- 
cation a  petition  from  Mr.  Edmunds  asking 
leare  to  resign  the  office  of  Reading  Clerk 
was  brought  down  to  your  Lordships' 
House,  and  was  delivered  to  Sir  John 
Lefevre,  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments;  and 
immediately  before  the  sitting  of  tbe  Hoose 
it  was  put  into  mj  hands.  I  presented 
that  petition  to  your  Iiordshijps.  It  not 
only  prayed  for  leave  to  resign,  bat  it 
stated  that  Mr.  Edmunds  had  been  for 
eighteen  years  a  serTant  of  the  Honse.  and 
that  his  condnct  in  that  capacity  had  never 
been  tbe  suhjeot  of  complaint,  and  he 
therefore  prayed  the  usual  reference  to  a 
Committee  in  order  that  a  pension  might 
be  granted  to  him  in  conformity  with  what 
has  been  tbe  usage  on  like  occasions. 
My  Lords,  it  was  your  Lordships*  pleasure 
to  accede  to  that  revest.  The  petition 
was  placed  in  hands.  I  could  not  re- 
fuse to  preaent  it.  I  presented  it,  and  an 
order  was  made  in  conforouty  with  the 
prayer.  The  reaignatim  was  thereby 
complete,  and  tbe  (mee  held  by  Hr.  Ed- 
munda  waa  rendered  vaeant.  A  reference 
was  made  to  a  Committee  in  the  usual 
manner.  Tour  Lordships  are  aware  that 
upon  that  Committee  two  Members  (tf  tlie 
Oovemment  are,  if  I  may  so  terra  it,  ofii- 
eisl  Members — namely,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor and  the  President  of  tbe  Cooncil. 
I  need  hardly  tell  your  Lordships  that  it 
is  not  the  habit  of  either  to  attend  the 
Committee,  which  sits  at  a  time  when  tbe 
Lord  Chancellor  is  unable  to  be  present. 
Z  believe  tbe  Committee  is  constituted  of 
several  Merahers,  many  of  whom  make  a 
pobt  of  attending.  Now,  I  beg  your 
Lordships'  attention  to  a  matter  u^n 
which  there  may  be  a  diffisraMe  of  opinion. 
I  ait  myself  upon  these  transactions,  to 
judge  them  with  the  extremest  care  and 
aeenraey.  and  what  I  think  this  one  open 
to— possibly  open  to— is  this  observation, 
that  It  was  my  duty  to  have  pursued  Mr. 
Edmunds,  and  to  have  oommunieated  to 
the  Committee  the  information  which,  but 
for  the  resignation  of  Hr.  Edmunds,  it  was 
my  intention  to  have  laid  before  the  House 
in  the  shape  of  a  paper,  and  to  have  had 
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the  matter  referred  to  a  Committee.  Now, 
my  Lords,  rightly  or  wrongly,  I  eonld  not 
bring  my  mind  te  that.  I  must  tell  your 
Lordships  that  the  Iiaw  Officers  have  been 
consulted,  and  that  they  were  of  opinion 
that  there  was  no  ground  for  erimioal  pro- 
ceedings ;  and  further,  that  even  if  these 
could  have  heeu  instituted  with  success 
they  would  have  been  unfair  and  uojnst, 
because  the  whole  of  the  information  at- 
taching to  Mr.  Edmunds's  defalcations, 
or  at  least  tbe  principal  part  of  it, 
hsd  been  obtained  from  his  confession. 
Well,  then,  it  was  now  a  matter  of  civil 
liability.  Mr.  Edmunds  said  that  he  had 
paid  the  whole  amount;  the  Treasury  said 
that  he  was  still  liable  in  a  large  sum  of 
money.  If  it  had  turned  outt  or  if  it 
should  hereafter  turn  out,  that  Mr.  Ed- 
monds has  paid  the  whole  amount,  it  would 
have  heeu  wrong  to  deprive  him  of  his 
pension;  and  if  it  should  turn  out  that  Mr. 
Edmunds  is  still  a  debtor  the  pension  is 
liable  to  be  taken,  and  will  be  taken,  in 
satisfaction  of  that  debt.  My  Lords,  under 
these  circumstances,  I  appeal  to  every  one 
of  your  Lordships  whether,  uncalled  for, 
without  being  reqntred  so  to  do,  it  was  my 
duty  to  have,  followed  Mr.  Edmunds  to  that 
Committee,  and  to  have  insisted  upon  tiiat 
Committee  inquiring  into  these  chaiges. 
Now,  my  Lords,  I  beg  of  you  to  observe 
that  that  Committee  could  not  have  made 
the  investigation.  The  Committee  eonld 
only  have  fbund  that  there  was  a  claim 
upon  Mr.  Edmonds,  whieh  be  disputed. 
It  was  not  a  matter  with  regard  to  the 
execution  of  his  office  here,  hot  one  which 
had  arisen  with  reference  to  the  execution 
of  his  duty  in  another  office.  I  do  not  for 
a  moment  intend  to  insinuate  that  tlie 
members  of  the  Committee  acted  hastily 
in  granting  the  pension;  but  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  mention  that  the  circumstances 
attending  Mr.  Edmunds's  resignation  were 
generally  notorious,  and  I  may  he  permitted 
also  to  say  that  although  I  did  not  think 
proper  to  send  the  papen  to  the  Commit- 
tee under  the  circumstances,  still  I  thought 
it  extremely  probable  that  inqniriea  weald 
be  made  oefan  the  pennon  waa  granted. 
Now,  my  Lwds*  under  these  oiroumstanoea 
the  Committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
a  pension  should  be  granted  to  Mr.  Ed- 
munds, and  I  need  not  say  to  your  Lord* 
ships  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  allow 
that  pension  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Edmunds 
until  the  subject  of  this  demand  against 
bim  on  behalf  of  the  public  haa  been  fully 
inveatigated  and  h^^n^^^^^ 
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these  are  all  the  ciroamstances  that  hare 
taken  place  as  far  as  I  am  coonected  witli 
them.  What  maj  bare  taken  place  with 
regard  to  others,  as  to  which  there  are 
rumours  afloat,  1  know  not.  With  regard 
to  myself,  1  determined  from  the  eommeDce- 
ment  to  act  onl;  under  the  direction  of  my 
noble  and  learned  Friends  whom  I  hare 
mentioned,  and  when  I  found  that  it  was 
incumbent  on  me  to  act  I  determined  at 
onco  to  lay  the  matter  before  your  Lord- 
ships. The  question  related  to  the  resig- 
nation of  Mr.  Edmnndi.  Kow,  I  beg  noble 
Lords  for  a  moment  to  consider  that  there 
was  a  Tcry  great  differenoe  between  stating 
the  cirenmstaoce  to  your  Lordships  when 
If  r.  Edmonds  was  an  officer  of  your  Lord- 
ships' House,  and  of  pursuing  Mr.  Edmunds 
in  order  to  prcTont  his  obtaining  a  pension. 
It  is  qntte  right  that  your  Lordships  should 
be  free  from  the  odium  of  diaeliarging  an 
officer  without  a  pension  in  the  abaence  of 
sufficient  facts  to  justify  your  so  doing; 
but  the  pension  is  a  pecuniary  grant  which 
will  remain  in  force  or  not  according  to 
the  issue  of  the  subsequent  inTestigation. 
lly  Lords,  1  hare  only  further  to  add  with 
regard  to  the  two  offices  surrendered  by 
Mr.  Edmonds — namely,  that  of  Clerk  to 
the  Patents  and  that  of  Clerk  to  the  Oom- 
missionera  of  Patents— that  it  waa  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  Taiiona  statntes,  that  the  office 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  Patents,  the  emolu- 
ments of  which  only  amounted  to  £400 
per  annum,  should  be  immediately  filled 
op.  The  patronage  of  this  office  is  not 
with  the  Lord  Chancellor,  but  with  the 
Prime  Minister;  but  it  was  at  my  request, 
and  therefore  I  must  assume  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  act.  that  the  Primo  Minister 
appointed  to  611  that  office,  which  is  a 
siuecure,  a  relatire  of  mine.  The  other 
office,  of  more  importance,  the  emoluments 
of  which  were  much  larger,  and  which  was 
in  my  own  gift,  has  not  yet  been  filled  up, 
nor  is  there  any  intention  of  filling  it  up, 
as  I  thought  it  better  that  it  should  remain 
vacant  until  the  question  of  the  amendment 
of  the  Patent  Law  has  been  ecmudered 
and  determined.  Hy  Lords,  these  are  all 
the  circumstances  whioh  I  think  it  right  to 
lay  before  your  Lordships  ;  but  there  are 
many  things  connected  with  the  statement 
I  have  made  which  your  Lordships  will 
desire  to  see,  and  the  public  will  de- 
sire to  see,  fully  inrestigated ;  and, 
therefore,  I  myself  desire  that  this  House 
will  afford  to  the  public  the  fullest  posnble 
inTeatigation  through  a  Committee  of  In- 


quiry. In  order  that  there  may  be  the 
fullest  and  most  searching  inTestigation,  I 
humbly  beg  leave  to  move  your  Lordships — 
"That  a  Select  Oommittee  be  appointed  to 
ioqaire  into  all  tlie  GiroamHtaDoeB  connected  -with 
the  Reaignation  bf  Mr.  EdmnDds  of  the  Offices  of 
Clerk  of  the  Patents  and  Clerk  to  the  Coromi*' 
rioners  or  Pateota,  and  with  hit  Resignation  of 
the  Office  of  Readtos  Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Out-door 
Committees  in  tMa  Hoose ;  and  also  into  all  the 
CircumatMHiei  connected  with  the  Grant  of  a 
Retiring  Pension  to  bim  by  this  House." 

Thb  Earl  op  DERBY :  Mj  Lords,  I 
cannot  pretend  to  fed  any  surprise,  con- 
sidering the  great  amount  of  observation 
whieh  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Edmunds  and 
the  pension  whioh  has  been  granted  to  him 
has  called  forth,  that  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  should  have  taken  the  earliest  op- 
portunity of  making  the  statement  he  baa 
done  this  evening.  And,  my  Lords,  the 
concluding  sentence  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord's  speech,  following  up  the  in- 
formation he  gave  us  at  the  commence- 
ment, will,  I  trust,  satisfy  your  Lordships 
that  it  will  not  be  expedient  upon  the 
present  occsslon  to  enter  into  details  as  to 
the  circumstances,  with  which  we  are  at 
present  bot  very  imperfectly  acquainted. 
My  Lords,  there  are  three  parties  who 
are  on  their  trial  before  the  public  in 
this  inquiry.  There  is  the  case  of  Mr. 
Edmunds  himself ;  there  is  the  case  of 
the  Committee  of  your  Lordships*  House, 
who,  upon  imperKot  information,  as  it 
wonld  appear  to  be,  has  recommended 
him  for  this  pension  ;  and  lastly,  if  your 
Lordships  will  allow  me  to  say  so,  there  is 
the  course  which  has  been  pursued  by  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack. 
The  noblo  and  learned  Lord  has  inritod 
the  fullest  inTestigation  of  your  Lordships 
into  the  circumstances  connecting  him  with 
the  transaction.  I  belioTe  that  it  would 
certainly  be  premature  and  highly  improper 
with  the  imperfect  knowledge  we  possess 
to  propose  to  giTO  any  opinion  whatever 
on  the  present  occasion.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  Committee  whom  your  Lordships 
appointed  to  inquire  into  this  case  are 
also  desirous  that  their  acta  ahoold  be  fully 
brought  before  the  public  through  the 
medium  of  your  Lordanips.  I  am  alao  in- 
formed that  Mr.  Leonard  Bdmnnda — what- 
ever amount  of  indisoretion  or  improdence, 
or  even.  If  you  like  to  use  so  hard  a  word, 
of  criminality  he  may  have  been  guilty  of 
— is  himself  anxious  to  face  the  fullest 
inquiry,  and  to  make  a  atatement  of  all  the 
circnmstaucea  before  the  Committee.  But 
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to  the  disoussion,  if  there  khonM  be  adj 
dlsoaMion,  at  a  great  disadraotage.  The 
noble  and  learned  Lord  has  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  his  itatement,  and  I  do 
not  in  the  alighteet  degree  complain  that 
he  should  hare  made  it  in  the  wajr  he  has 
done — hot  the  one  point  upon  which  the 
whole  matter  tarns— namelji  the  amount 
of  indiscretion  or  crimlnalitj  which  may 
attach  to  Mr.  Edmunds — is  not  at  this 
moment  before  your  Lordships,  and  yet 
that  is  an  essential  condition  upon  which 
alone  yon  can  judge  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  coarse  which  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  hat  porsued.  I  am  told  that  there 
are  extenaatiug  cireumstanees  with  r^rd 
to  the  defalcations  which  occurred  in  the 
accounts  of  the  Patent  Office.  No  doubt 
there  were  irregularities ;  and  I  am  in- 
formed— it  may  be  mere  rumour — that  the 
charge  against  Mr.  Edmunds  was,  that  in- 
stead of  haring  handed  orer  a  sum  of 
money  which  he  had  received  on  behalf  of 
the  Oorernment,  he  had  placed  it  in  a  de- 
posit hank,  and  that  he  had  received  the 
interest  upon  it  until  called  for.  I  am 
further  informed  that  since  the  case  was 
brought  forward — since  this  complaint  was 
made — the  whole  sum  in  which  Mr.  Leonard 
Bdmnnds  was  indebted  to  the  public,  and 
certainly  a  sum  than  that  in  which 

he  had  been  accounted  a  defaulter,  has  been 
paid  in,  and  that,  as  far  as  he  is  aware, 
he  is  no  longer  indebted  to  the  public. 
Now,  my  Lords,  it  was  extremely  imprn- 
dent,  extremely  improper,  that  the  money 
coming  into  his  hands  should  hare  been 
so  iuvested  for  a  time,  and  (hat  he  should 
hare  derived  en  advantage  from  the  ac- 
cruing interest ;  but  I  must  say  if  that 
were  the  whole  case — I  know  nothing  about 
it ;  I  am  in  entire  ignorance  of  this  matter 
myself — but  I  say  that  if  that  bo  the 
whole  case  it  falls  far  short  of  that  which 
was  imputed  to  him,  and  which  would  have 
been  a  criminal  act.  Ought  he,  then,  to 
be  as  seriously  visited  as  if  the  case  bad 
preserved  the  aspect  which  it  presented  at 
the  fint  blush  ?  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
doubt  the  Report  of  the  Commisaioners, 
which  we  have  not  seen,  but  which  of 
course  the  Committee  of  your  Lordships* 
House  will  see — I  am  alluding  to  the  pre- 
liminary report — but  it  appears  that  after 
the  Gentlemen  who  inqnired  into  the  affair 
made  their  preliminary  report,  Mr.  Ed- 
munds at  once  resigned  the  office  of  Clerk 
of  the  Patents  and  the  corresponding  office 
of  Clerk  to  the  Commissioners  of  Patents. 
There  remained  to  him  then  the  uffiee  of 
Earl  of  Dtri^ 


Reading  Clerk  and  Olerk  of  Committees  ; 
and,  my  Lords,  I  eonfess  I  am  not  at  all 
satisfied  that  with  regard  to  that  office  a 
somewhat  hasty  course  was  not  taken  by 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
sack. The  noble  and  learned  liord  has 
informed  ns  that  his  first  impression  was 
that  dismissal  from  that  office  rested,  not 
with  the  House  of  Lords,  but  with  the 
Lord  Chancellor  himself,  and  that  with  that 
responsibility  attaching  to  faim,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  take  such  advice  as  he  considered 
necessary  to  fortify  him  in  the  course 
whioh  he  proposed  to  adopt.  Subse- 
quently,  it  appeared  to  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  that  the  dismissal  rested,  not 
with  the  Lord  Chancellor,  but  with  the 
House  of  Lords  ;  and  here  arises  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  proper  course  was  pursued 
by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord.  My  Lords, 
if  I  am  not  misinformed,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, before  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
intimated  to  Mr.  Leonard  Edmunds  that 
it  was  his  intention  to  bring  the  whole 
case  before  this  House ;  but  that,  if  he 
consented  to  resign  his  office,  instead  of 
being  dismissed  by  the  House  of  Lords,  in 
that  ease  he  would  phee  no  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  his  receiving  a  pension  as  a 
retiring  clerk.  My  Lords,  if  the  dismissal 
from  that  office  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  then  I  say  the  matter 
ought  not  to  have  been  put  on  that  fbotiug 
— that  the  good  offices  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor would  be  used  in  procuring  Mr. 
Edmunds  a  pension  to  which  he  is  not 
strictly  and  fairly  entitled.  But  the  ques- 
tion ought  to  have  been  fairly  put. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR :  I  beg  to 
assure  the  House,  and  to  assure  the  noble 
Earl,  that  the  statement  which  has  been 
made  to  him  is  utterly  without  founda- 
tion. It  is  utterly  and  entirely  untme. 
I  cannot  account  for  it.  I  cannot  imacioe 
how  it  could  have  originated,  except  nom 
the  circnmstanoe  1  have  mentioned  to  jour 
Lordships — namely,  ^at  an  appliention 
was  made  to  me  to  postpone  the  stato> 
roent  I  intended  to  make,  and  I  waa  told 
at  the  time  that  Mr.  Leonard  Edmunds 
expected  to  receive  some  eommnnieaUon 
from  abroad.  I  consented  to  witbold  the 
statement  and  the  papers,  in  accordance 
with  that  communication  ;  but  I  never  held 
out  to  Mr,  Edmunds  that  if  he  would  re- 
sign I  shonid  use  my  good  offices  to  obtain 
a  pension  for  him.  That  allegation  is  quito 
destitute  of  any  foundation. 

Thb  Babl  of  DERBY:  I  am  bound 
to  aeeept  withou^.jffg^^^^^ 
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Any  futore  proceedings  should  he  taken 
Bgaioat  Mr.  Edmonds  in  reference  to  this 
matter.  Altogether  I  confeaa  that  I  feel 
great  relaotanee  in  agreeing  to  this  Oom- 
mittee  withont  knowing  what  course  will 
be  pursued  as  to  the  prosecution  of  Mr. 
Edmunda  b;  the  Crown.  At  the  same 
time,  if  jonr  Lordships  think  it  right  to 
appmnt  suoh  a  Committee,  it  is  not  for 
me  to  ottjeet.  I  only  thought  it  right  to 
lay  thia  point  before  tou.  I  think  that  it 
ought  to  be  earefnlij  considered  before 
Booh  an  Inquirj  is  inttitnted^  io  order  that 
year  Lordahips  might  determine  what  is 
the  safest  and  the  most  dignified  course  to 
take,  and  at  the  same  time  most  consistent 
with  the  discharge  of  your  doty. 

The  Uabquess  op  BATH  :  Aaa  Mem- 
ber of  the  Committee,  I  desire  to  make  a 
few  obserrations  ia  answer  to  the  sort  of 
oharge  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  has 
thought  fit  to  bring  against  it.  The  noble 
and  learned  Lord  has  thought  fit  to  blame 
the  haatineaa  of  the  Committee  in  granting 
the  pension— 

Ths  lord  chancellor  :  I  made 
no  such  eharge,  and  nerer  intended  to 
insinuate  anything  of  the  kind. 

The  Marquess  or  BATH  :  I  certainly 
understood  the  noble  and  leonied  Lord  to 

"^HE  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  I  am 
not  answerable  for  what  the  noble  Marquess 
understood.    Certainly,  I  did  not  say  to. 

Tee  Marquess  of  BATH:  Then,  I 
will  say  that  I  myself  heard  the  Lord 
Chancellor  say  that  the  rumours  as  to  Mr. 
Edmunds  were  matters  of  such  notoriety 
that  they  must  hare  been  within  the  cog- 
nizance of  the  Committee,  and  that  they 
did  not  inflnence  its  conduct  with  regard 
to  the  granting  of  the  pension.  But, 
howerer,  if  I  understand  that  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  does  not  think  any  charge 
of  haste  and  indiscretion  will  lie  agaioat 
the  Committee  I  have  no  wish  to  say  any 
thing  further. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  I  am 
sorry  to  have  to  interropt  the  noUa 
HarqnoRS  so  frequently,  but  what  1  said 
was  this,  and  the  noble  Marquess,  t  should 
think,  will  recollect  it.  I  said  that  I  did 
not  for  one  moment  intend  to  insinuate  the 
least  oharge  againat  the  Members  of  the 
Committee.  Those  were  the  words  which 
I  used,  carefully  abstaining  from  any  state- 
ment that  they  had  acted  otherwise  than 
rightly. 

The  Duzs  of  MONTROSE  :  In  refer- 
ence to  the  decision  of  the  Cofflnittee  with 
VOL.  OLXXVII.   [XHXU  SEsns.] 


regard  to  the  pension,  I  think  the  Committee 
has  great  cause  of  complaint  against  the 
nobleand  learned  Lord,  and  the  Qovcmment. 
Certain  irregularities  are  said  to  hare  been 
committed  by  an  officer  of  your  I^ordshipa* 
House,  sufficient  to  induce  him  to  beliere 
that  hia  conduct  would  be  brought  before 
the  House  if  he  did  not  resign.  Everything 
connected  with  Mr.  Edmunds's  conduct 
was,  it  appeara,  known  to  Her  Hajeaty's 
Qoveniment,  and  the  liord  Chancellor— 
I  think  it  was  not  fur  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  they  sbonld  be  allowed  to 
go  into  the  eonstderation  of  the  question 
whether  a  pension  should  be  granted  or  not 
withont  any  assiBtance  either  from  the  Lord 
Chancellor  or  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council,  who  were  Members  of  the  Commit- 
tee, and  who  ought  to  hare  stated  what  they 
knew,  and  hare  giren  their  opinion  whether 
it  was  right  or  not  that  the  pension  should 
be  granted,  and  I  say  that  your  Lordships 
ought  not  to  hare  been  placed  in  the  posi- 
tion of  being  charged  with  haring  granted 
unadrisedly,  hastily,  and  imprudently,  a 
pension  to  this  individual ;  so  that,  haring 
granted  it,  your  Lordships  should  be  in 
the  position  of  being  called  upon  at  a 
future  date  to  say  whether  that  pension 
should  he  oontinuM  or  not.  I  think  that 
is  not  a  position  into  whieb  this  Housa 
should  hare  been  put ;  and  I  think  it  was 
a  n^Iect  of  duty  on  the  Mirt  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  and  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council  to  hare  allowed  such  a  atate  of 
things  to  ariae.  I  should  not  hare  made 
these  remarks,  hut  when  a  question  of 
hastiness  is  raised,  and  the  noble  Marquess 
(the  Marquess  of  Bath)  said  ho  wished  to 
exculpate  the  Committee  from  that  charge 
of  hastiness,  the  Lord  Chancellor  got  up 
and  took  him  to  task  in  a  manner  certainly 
showing  some  degree  of  irritability.  I 
think  it  only  reasonable  that  Members 
of  the  Committee  should  state  circum- 
stances to  show  that  the  Committee,  upon 
the  Information  before  them,  acted  reason- 
ably withont  being  suUeet  to  such  attacks, 
BabIi  ORANTILLE  :  I  rentnre  hamUy 
to  suggest  to  your  Lordships  to  follow  tha 
precept,  and  not  the  example,  of  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Derby).  The 
Lord  Chancellor  haa  made  a  personal 
statement,  which  the  noble  Earl  acknow- 
ledges he  was  juatified  in  making.  I 
listened  to  him  moat  carefully,  and  1  appeal 
to  your  Lordships  who  are  not  interested 
in  the  matter  one  way  or  the  other,  whe- 
ther the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  did  not 
studiotisly  abstain  frBit^ll'^^m^ 
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fiither  on  Ifr.  Edmnncls  or  the  Committee 
which  decided  upon  granting  him  a  pension. 
Ffteliog  that  it  u  the  aenie  of  the  Hoose 
tli^^  ^  Committee  shonid  sit,  I  agree 
entirely  with  the  nohle  Earl  that  the  dii- 
ouuion  on  this  labject  ii  premature^  and 
must  be  ansatisfactorj  ;  and  I  suggest  to 
jour  Lordsliips  to  follow  the  precept  and 
not  the  example  wbich  the  noble  Earl  set 
at  the  henonmg  of  the  debate. 

The  lord  CHAKCBLLOB  wn»  about 
to  put  the  Question,  when— 

The  Earl  of  DERBT  :  There  is  an. 
other  part  of  this  subject  about  which 
considerable  anxietj  has  been  manifested 
out  of  doors,  and  that  is  the  circumstances 
connected  intli  Mr.  Edmunds's  original 
appointment,  and  his  holding  of  the  offices 
he  has  now  resigned.  I  should  wish  to 
know  whether  the  noble  and  learned  Iiord 
will  hare  anj  objection  to  the  Committee 
inquiring  into  those  circumstances  as  well 
as  the  eircamstances  connected  with  his 
j^s^nation. 

Eabl  GRANTILLE  :  Facts  may  cer- 
tain1;f  come  before  the  Committee  which 
ma;  induce  them  to  inquire  into  the  cir- 
eumstances  under  i^hich  Mr.  Edmunds 
held  the  office  ;  hut  there  is  nothing  noyi 
before  the  House  which  can  induce  them 
to  make  that  a  formal  conditiop  of  the 
reference. 

The  MAjiQUTjas  of  BATH  :  There  are 
rumours  notorioualj  fiyiag  about  town  >n 
reference  to  Mr.  Edmunds's  appointment 
to  the  Patent  Office^  which  make  it  a 
matter  of  justice  ^hat  the  circuto^tanceaof 
}h,  Edmunds's  ^ppoiAlmeqt,  avid  the  terms 
Oh  vrhich  he  held  ^  omoBk  should  he 
uiqnired  into. 

Eau  GRANVILLE  :  There  is  no  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  GoTemm&nt  (d  conceal 
ItDything  connccU^^I  w'\[\:  tlijr^  aflfair,  and 
when  Iho  OonuJuUru  is  appoinlQd  it  will 
find  ihiit  the  Government  is  moat  anxious 
to  give  thoiii  nil  iUq  uifoLniatluLi  in  their 
power.  Btit  I  tliiiik  it  woulJ  not  he  con- 
aiBtflnt  with  ihc  Ji<:;iiity  of  tha  Qouse  to 
ninki;  tli,T,t  a  foiiiiiil  part  uf  tilt;  order  of 
reft'rcncE  on  mrra  rutinjius,  tlie  jiurport  of 
whicli        iKjt  even  been  etatoi). 

Tns  LO£lD  CHANCELLOR:  I  under- 
ftend  the  noble  Eart  ffsd  of  Derby) 
to  desire  that  the  ciroii|n^^vM^  ^nnected 
with  the  ori^oal^^^|^^^jq|^'^and  the 

Tbs  S&hl  of  DERBY:  I  certainly 
think  that  the  circumstances  u^der  which 
ICr.  Edmunds  held  his  oflicet  aro  eircnm- 
EarlOrmuHh 


stances  which  most  neeetsariW  arise  in 

considering  the  qnaition  ol  the  allc^^ 
defalcation  of  pahlio  moniea ;  but  if  I  am 
assort  by  tlw  I«ord  Preudrat  of  the 

Council  Uiat  the  inquiry  of  the  Committee 
will  not  be  stopped  merely  because  the 
mere  formal  words  of  the  Motion  state  the 
inquiry  into  the  eiroumstanoes  attending 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Leonard  Edmonds, 
and  that  their  non-insertion  will  not  pre- 
clude inquiry  into  the  circumstances  under 
which  he  held  the  offices  he  has  resigned. 
I  will  not  call  upon  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  to  insert  the  particular  words.  It 
must,  however,  be  distinctly  understood 
that  the  inquiry  is  to  extend  to  all  the 
ciroomstancea  connected  with  the  various 
offices  held  by  Mr.  Edmund*. 

Eabl  GRANVILLE :  I  have  no  hesita. 
tion  in  saying  on  behalf  of  myself  and  my 
Colleagues,  that,  so  Car  from  opposing,  we 
are  most  anxious  to  promote  a  most  search- 
ing inquiry.  I  think  it  would  be  improper 
to  add  the  words  suggested  by  the  noble 
Earl.  So  far  from  wishing  to  tbri^w  any 
diffionlty  in  the  way  of  the  fullest  inquiry, 
I  opposed  the  addition  of  those  words  as 
likely  to  embarrass  the  Committee,  and  1 
think  it  is  for  the  ooble  Earl  himself  to 
consider  whether  that  would  not  he  the 
effect  of  the  addition  he  proposes. 

LoRO  REDESDALE  :  I  still  entertain 
great  objections  to  the  appointment  of  the 
Gommittee  without  our  first  knowing  in 
what  manner  this  gentleman  could  be 
proceeded  against,  by  ciTil  action  or  other- 
wise |  hut  if  the  House  think  fit  to  appoint 
the  Committee  I  shall  not  press  my  objec- 
tion. I  think  the  Motion  should  he  "  to 
inquire  into  all  the  circomstanoes  connected 
with  the  resignation  by  Mr.  Edmunds  of 
the  Office  of  Aeading  Clerk  and  Clerk  of 
Out-door  Committees.  ' 

The  Eabl  of  DERBY :  There  is  no 
mention  here  of  what  is  the  foundation  of 
all — the  compolsory  resignation  of  the 
office  of  the  Clerk  of  Patents.  The  in- 
quiry would  be  imperfect  if  the  whole 
subject  he  not  included,  because  the  evi- 
dence upon  which  a  judgment  can  he  formed 
is  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners,  which 
referred  not  to  the  office  of  Reading  Clerk, 
hut  to  the  offices  of  Clerk  of  Patents  and 
Clerk  to  the  Commissioners  of  Patents. 
I  think  the  terms  should  be  "  to  inquire 
into  all  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  resignation  by  Mr.  Edmonds  of  the 
offices  of  Clerk  of  Patents  and  Clerk  to  tho 
Commissionera  of  Paleots,  and  of  Riding 
Qerk  and  Clerk  of  Oot-d^^g^^^oa. ' 
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Thi  lord  OHANOBLLOR  :  I  have 
not  tha  kaal  otjaotion  to  the  Uotion  in 
tbftt  fbm,  Asd  I  think  it  will  b*  reuogable 
to  inqaire  into  Uie  vhole  Bobjeot. 

Loud  BBDBSDALB:  I  itill  think 
that  the  inqairy  ihonid  be  limited  tt  wb»t 
ooonrr«d  before  tiie  Committee. 

Tbb  Ddzi  of  AROYLI*  :  Sorely  it  will 
be  belter  to  hun  the  whole  (rf  the  lobjeet 
inqaired  ioto. 

Lobs  OOLCHSSTBR  :  As  a  Uember 
of  Ihs  Committee,  perhapt  I  may  be  allowed 
to  state  what  we  really  did.  We  were 
eommoned  in  the  oinal  way,  and  a  petition 
waa  presented  from  Mr.  Edmnnda  in  wbiob 
he  stated  that  he  had  resigned  his  office 
as  Beading  Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Private 
Committees,  and  praying  that  a  Retiring 
Allowanee  might  be  granted  him.  We  baa 
then  to  eonsider  what  pension  the  Beading 
Clerk  ought  to  have,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  number  of  years  be  had  filled  the 
office  and  his  eondnot  in  the  discharge  of 
the  datiea  attaebed  to  iu  We  bad  notbbg 
elae  before  lu,  at  bo  ofaarge  wai  made 
agmnit  him.  The  pension  was  considered 
ud  waa  agreed  to  onaoinonsly ;  and  that 
waa  really  all  that  the  Committee  had  to 
do  with  the  matter. 

Thb  lord  CHANOBLLOR  hnving 
pnt  the  Helion  as  amended. 

Uotion  agreed  to. 

Select  Committee  appointed, "  to  inqaire  into 
all  ths  Oironmstsnees  oKuieeted  with  Ae  Reeig- 
nstion  bj  Ur.  Edmnodi  of  the  Offlcei  of  Clerk 
of  the  Patents  and  Clerk  to  the  CommiBiioBers  of 
Pateoti,  and  with  his  Reairaation  of  the  Office  of 
Beading  Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Ont-door  Oommittaes 
in  this  Hoaae;  and  lUso  into  all  the  Oirenmstaooei 
eonnaoted  with  tha  Grant  of  a  Betirina  Peniion 
to  hiB  by  thUHous."— (n«  Xsrd  ClumMUer.) 

And  on  Ihmdajfmji,  the  9th  of  Uaroh, 
the  Lwrda  fiiUowiag  were  named  of  the 

Committee : — 


Ld.  Pretideni. 

D.  SoBMnst. 

E.  Derbr. 
E.  Graham. 
E.  Clarendon. 
B.  Malmeabnty. 


V.  Hntchinson. 
L.  Panmura. 
L.StaBle9cf  Aldsrlsgr. 
L.  Obebufbrd. 
L,  Zuiottni. 


BANKRUPTCT  AND  INSOLVENCY 
(IRELAND)  BILL~(No.  S4.) 

SBCOHD  BEADIVa. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2rr—[TU  Lord  Stmoord.) 

Thb  Bibb  of  DONOUeHMORB  eh. 
jeeled  to  the  aoeoBd  davM,  as  hmng  a 
retroepeo^  dfeeC. 


LoBD  CRANWORTH  thonglit  that  tti* 
same  objection  applied  to  the  first  clause. 

Tbb  Babl  or  ST.  OERUANS  sud, 
the  Bill  was  intended  to  remedy  a  state  of 
things  whieh  did  not  exist  in  England. 
The  liability  of  railway  companies  i& 
Ireland  to  be  made  bankrnpt  was  sometimes 
ns^  as  a  means  of  extortion.  The  only 
objeet  was  to  make  the  law  in  Irelana 
similar  to  that  which  existed  in  England. 
It  was  not  intended  to  have  a  retrospective 
effect,  and  therefore  he  hoped  the  second 
reading  would  be  agreed  to. 

LoBD  CHELMSFORD  objeotod  to  the 
retrospective  effect  of  the  Bill.  If  the 
law  in  Ireland  was  that  a  railway  company 
oould  be  made  bankrupt  the  contractor 
must  have  engaged  to  qashe  the  lin^  on  the 
faith  of  such  a  remedy,  and  a  pbange  in  it 
would  be  an  injusUce. 

The  Doke  of  H05TR0SB  thought 
that  neither  the  contractors  nor  creditors, 
when  they  entered  into  their  engageroento, 
believed  in  the  possibility  of  any  railway 
bung  made  bankrupt ;  and  shareholders 
weora  certainly  refuse  to  embark  in  any 
undertoking  if  they  knew  that,  fa^  so 
doing,  they  would  render  themselves  hable 
for  a  larger  amoont  than  their  shares.  • 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  said,  that 
the  Bill  originated  from  an  oversight.  The 
Act  passed  in  the  25  4Ef  26  Tiat- ;  was 
intended  as  a  general  code  of  law  for 
winding  up  companies  in  England  and 
Ireland;  and  it  proposed  to  repeal  an  Act 
by  which  the  shareholders  of  railway  com- 
panies in  Ireland  were  supposed  to  be  liable 
for  debts  incurred  by  the  compaoj.  Unfor- 
tnnatoly  the  Act  stopped  with  this  repeal, 
and  the  framers  of  it  were  not  aware  that 
the  Act  they  proposed  to  repeal  had  already 
repealed  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  20  d> 
21  VUt.  A  justification  for  tbia  Bill, 
wbi^  eertmnly  was  to  some  extent  open 
to  the  charge  of  retrospective  lensla- 
lation,  might  be  found  in  the  fact  that  if 
the  Legialatnre  had  been  informed  of  what 
on^t  to  be  done^  it  wenid  have  repealed 
the  Act  of  the  20  (ft  21  Fiel.  ;  and 
therefore,  though  it  waa  a  Government 
Bill,  be  recommended  their  Lordships  to 
accede  to  the  proposal  for  the  second  read- 
ing only  on  the  condition  that  the  Bill  was  to 
be  amended  so  as  only  to  apply  to  future 
obligations. 

LOBD  REDESDALE  thought  it  would 
be  of  advantage  if  bankrnpt  railway  com- 
panies could  transfer  their  property  into  the 
bands  of  companies  who  would  manage 
them  efficiently.  He  depreoated^e  present 
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Bill  as  likely  to  interfere  with  %  panuneDt 
change  in  the  lav,  sueh  u  was  reeom- 
meo^  bj  a  Committee  of  their  Lordships* 
House  whieh  sat  on  rulw»  Uafailities. 

The  Saul  or  ST.  6BBUANS  under- 
took ^at  if  the  Bill  were  read  a  second 
time  the  Irish  Law  Officers  should  consider 
whether  the  Bill  could  not  be  amended 
in  the  sense  suggested. 

The  Eabl  of  DERBY  suggested  ttiat 
as  there  was  so  much  doubt  on  the  matter 
the  best  course  would  be  to  postpone  the 
second  reading. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  said,  it 
was  desirable  to  bring  the  law  back  into 
the  state  in  which  the  Legislature  supposed 
it  ought  to  be.  If  the  Bill  was  now  read 
a  second  time  it  would  be  on  the  auppo- 
utioa  that  the  details  of  the  Bill  would  be 
disoossed  in  Committee. 

Uction  agreed  to:  Bill  read  2*,  aocord- 
dinglj,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  on  Tuetday  neit. 

How  a^onnwd  at  Berea  o'eloek, 
till  ThxawiMj  next,  half  past 
Tano^etoek, 


HOUSE  OF  001CMOK8, 
7\Mday,  March  7, 1865. 

MINUTES.]— Nbw  Hubbb  Swobv  — Daniel 
O'DoDoghoe,  esqaire, .  eunmonljr  ealled  The 
0'Dono^ue,/or  Tralee. 

PuBUo  Bills — Ordered — Munioipel  Corpontiona 
(Iralaod)  Act  Amendment :  Union  OfflMra(Ir»- 
land)  SnpennDO&tion  *  ;  Local  Government 
Supplemental  *  ;  Fablio  Offioee  (Site  and  Ap- 
proaolies) ;  India  Office  (Site  and  Ap> 
proaehet)*  ;  Sheep  and  Cattle.* 

Fir$t  BeadinQ—Vmoa  Offleera  (Ireland)  Super- 
anniution  *  [53]  ;  Municipal  Oorp<»ations(Ire- 
land)  Aot  Amendment  [54];  Public  Offices 
(Site  and  Approeobes)  [60]  ;  India  Office  (Site 
and  Aroroauies)*  [58];  Sheep  and  Cattle* 
[071  i  Loeal  GoTflmment  Sorotemantal  *  [58]. 

Imd  Jteading—  Indnatrial  ExUbittona  *  [36] ; 
British  Kotfai^a  *  [40],  and  poMMf. 

MALT.— RESOLUTION. 

Sm  FITZROY  KELLY :  Sir.  before 
proceeding  with  the  Motion  of  which  I 
hare  given  notiee — 

**That  upon  an^  firtne  remisafam  of  Indirect 
Taxation,  this  Hoaie  sbonld  take  into  ooosi dera- 
tion the  Dtt^  on  Halt,  with  a  view  to  its  carl^ 
reduetion  and  ultimate  repeal," 

I  ought  to  State  to  the  House  that  I  have 
been  intrusted  with  nearly  3f000  petitioDB 
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for  the  repeal  of  the  Malt  Da^;  but  from 
the  impouibilitT  of  affiziog  my  name  to  so 
manj  I  must  delay  their  presentation  to 
another  day.  The  time  has  now  arriTod 
when  I  concmve  that  this  queation  of  the 
Molt  Tax  should  he  placed  on  a  practical 
and  intelligible  fooUng;  and  it  u  to  that 
end  that  I  hare  undertaken  to  submit  the 
Motion  on  the  paper  to  this  House.  I 
must  admit  at  once  that  the  pursuits 
and  habits  of  my  life  have  scarcely  qua- 
lified me  to  deal  with  such  a  subject ; 
and  I  must,  therefore,  Tory  earnestly, 
and  with  unfeigned  humility,  solicit  the 
indulgence  of  the  House,  while  I  proceed 
to  address  myself  to  this  very  important 
question.  First,  let  me  endeavour  to  ex- 
plain what  the  Resolution  really  is,  what 
IB  its  meaning  and  what  its  extent.  Not 
perhaps  in  this  House,  but  elsewhere,  it 
has  been  imagined  that  I  am  about  to 
claim  the  repeal  of  the  Malt  Tax,  even 
though  to  eaect  that  repeal  it  ahoold  b« 
necessary  to  inoreaae,  or  at  least  to  abstain 
from  farther  rednring  the  income  tax. 
It  has  also  been  supposed  that  I  was  about 
to  call  upon  the  Government  to  repeal  the 
Malt  Tax,  although  it  should  be  necessary 
to  impose  some  new  tax  in  lieu  of  it.  In  this 
House  I  need  not  say  that  I  have  no  such 
intention.  When,  indeed,  I  remember  that 
the  income  tax  condemned  by  the  general 
voice  of  the  country  and  after  five  and 
twenty  years  of  extinction,  was  revived  in 
the  year  1842  with  tlje  universal  consent 
of  Parliament  and  of  the  people,  for  no 
other  purpose,  after  supplying  certain  defi- 
cienoes  in  the  revenue,  than  to  give  free- 
dom  to  trade  and  commerce,  and  to  in- 
crease the  comforts  of  the  great  mass  of 
the  {wpulatwn,  I  may  think  that  to  main- 
tain it  a  little  longer  now  for  Uie  very  same 
porpose — to  put  an  end  to  restrieUou 
which  fetter  agriculture  as  well  as  com- 
merce, and  to  add  to  the  few  comforts  of 
life  enjoyed  by  the  poorer  classes  would  not 
be  inconsistent  with  the  policy  whieh  im- 
posed that  tax.  But  whatever  may  be 
my  own  opinion,  it  is  not  my  intention,  as 
it  is  not  within  the  scope  and  meaning  of 
this  Resolution,  to  attempt  to  question 
the  decision  at  which  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment may  arrive  with  reference  to 
the  income  tax,  or  to  interfere  in  the 
slightest  degree  with  any  other  specieo  of 
direct  taxation.  My  object  to-night  ia  to 
recall  the  claims  of  those  who  have  so  long 
suffsred  undw  the  weight  and  burden  of 
the  Malt  Tax— whenever  the  time  shall 
arrive  when  the  flnanrial  °^|^^^^^*^ 
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flonotry  will  admit  of  tome  sabstanUal  re- 
luiuion  of  indirect  taiation.  And  now 
allow  me,  before  I  proceed  furtber,  to  eall 
the  attention  of  tbe  Honse  to  some  of  those 
principles  of  public  poliej  whioh  hare  been 
approved  and  acted  upon  hj  tbe  most 
eminent  among  the  statesmen  on  whom, 
in  modem  times,  has  devolved  the  duty  of 
directing  the  financial  affairs  of  the  coun- 
try. Without  dwelling  on  the  aatbority  of 
writers  on  political  economy,  let  me  re- 
mind the  House  of  the  prinoiples  laid  down 
with  so  much  perspicuity  and  so  much 
eloeoenee  by  the  late  Sir  Robert  Feel  in 
18^,  and  on  vhieh  that  great  atete«nan 
{ffoeeeded  in  the  reduction  or  extinetion 
of  daUee  upon  700  or  800  artieles  of  con- 
■amption.  The  very  first  of  those  prindples 
waa,  that  it  was  impolitic  and  inexpedient 
to  lay  a  tax,  or  to  continue  a  tax  already 
imposed,  on  any  raw  commodity,  or  on  any 
article  in  the  first  stage  of  manufacture. 
And  why  ?  Because  a  tax  of  this  nature 
eheeka  production  and  interferes  with  com- 
merce, or  agriculture,  and  because  it  is 
found  that  when  you  come  to  tax  a  raw 
material  which,  before  it  is  a  cunpletely 
manufactured  article,  has  to  pass  through 
several  stagea,  Uie  tax  by  thetime  it  reaches 
the  eoMomer  is  doubled,  or  trebled,  or 
■ometimoB  qnadmpled  in  amonnt.  The 
eonseqnenee  is,  that  the  consamer  pays 
three  or  four  times  the  original  amonnt 
of  the  tax,  while  two-thiraa  or  three- 
fonrths  of  it  are  lost  to  the  eoontty ;  and 
though  he  has  to  bear  the  burden  of 
the  whole  aoeomalated  amonnt,  scarcely 
one-third  or  one-fourth  jMsses  into  the 
Exchequer.  The  effect  of  this  vicious  sys- 
tem is  to  clog  and  encumber  the  operations 
of  commerce  with  tbe  weight  of  a  severe 
and  vexations  tax,  and  without  any  corre- 
sponding benefit  to  the  community.  An- 
other of  these  principles  was,  that  we  should 
always  forbear,  if  possible,  to  tax  an  arti- 
cle of  general  eon8umption,more  especially 
when  it  is  consumed  chiefly  by  the  labour- 
ing and  tbe  poorer  classes;  by  those  who 
may  he  supposed  the  least  able  to  bear  the 
weight  of  taxation.  Sir  Robert  Peel,  in 
introdumng  to  Parliament  his  great  finan- 
oial  meaaurea  in  1842,  express^  saya — 

"Ton  most  so  adapt  Mid  adjust  nmr  moasofas 
as  not  to  besr  on  tae  oomfiwto  of  tbs  laboorimr 
elaases  of  sooiatr.''— {3  Baniard,  UL  484.] 

To  impose  a  tax,  therefore,  or  to  continue 
a  tax  on  any  article  wfaateTn*  of  general 
eonsumpUon,  and  especially  on  an  article 
ooDBumed  by  the  less  well-to-do  of  the  mid- 
dle elaasea  or  the  labouring  or  poorer  cbuses. 


is  opposed  at  once  to  policy  and  jnitioa. 
And  when  we  remember  that  it  was  upon 
these  principles  that  Sir  Robert  Feel  con- 
docted  our  financial  affairs  during  those 
three  years  in  which  he  raised  this  country 
to  a  state  of  almost  unexampled  prosperity, 
I  think  we  may  safely  call  on  the  House 
now  to  respect  and  to  adopt  those  princi- 
ples, and  apply  them,  when  the  condition 
of  the  finances  will  permit,  in  the  reduction 
or  extinction  of  this  tax.  Another  prin- 
ciple to  be  observed  is,  that  tbe  weight  of 
taxation  should  not  be  made  to  fall  upon 
artieles  of  British  prodnction.  Sonoiformly 
did  Sir  Robert  Feel  adhere  to  that  princi- 
ple, that  if  hon.  Hembera  looked  through 
tiie  tariff  estahlii^ed  by  that  statesman, 
they  would  find  aeveral  schedules  of  reduc- 
tion in  whioh,  where  the  article  was  of 
foreign  produce,  tbe  amount  of  duty  was 
settled  at  double  the  amonnt  imposed  upon 
the  same  article  when  imported  from  a 
British  colony.  If,  then,  favour  be  shown 
to  the  produce  of  our  colouioB,  how  moch 
more  was  it  incumbent  upon  the  Minister 
to  lighten  a  burden  which  bore  exolnuvel^ 
upon  an  article  of  home  production.  It  is 
nnneoessary  that  I  should  refer  to  the 
language  of  Sir  Robert  Feel.  Tbe  speech 
of  that  great  statesman  —  his  financial 
statement  in  1842 — will  be  in  tbe  recol- 
lection of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
fbr  he  listened  and  assented  to  that  speech. 
In  those  times  it  was  my  good  fortune  to 
sit  side  by  side  with  my  right  hon.  Friend; 
though  changes  of  opimon,  whether  In  him 
or  in  me  it  is  immaterial  to  eonuder,  hare 
now  separated  us  by  the  breadth  of  the  tabls. 
But  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  will  remem- 
ber, as  I  remember,  tbe  force  and  elo- 

?uence  with  which  the  principles  to  which 
have  adverted  were  insisted  upon  by  the 
late  Sir  Robert  Feel,  and  the  earnestness 
and  steadfastness  of  purpose  with  which, 
during  the  three  or  four  years  he  after- 
wards remained  in  o£Bce,  be  strove  to  apply 
those  principles  to  every  financial  measure 
which  ne  brought  before  the  House.  These, 
then,  being  tee  principles  which  should 
guide  ns,  let  me  now  esil  attention  to  the 
nature  <^  the  effisets  of  the  tax  which  we 
hare  to  oonsider.  But  first,  let  me  fur- 
ther remind  the  Honse  of  the  direct  bear- 
ing upon  this  question  of  the  great  principle 
of  free  trade  itself ;  the  principle  upon 
which  the  Com  Laws  were  repealed,  and 
which,  in  1846,  it  was  declared  by  immense 
majorities  in  this  House,  ought  to  pervade' 
direct,  and  govern  the  whole  commercial 
»d  fiu«iciar iJ.tomof  tUs  ^^^-Q^f^ 
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here,  agalni  t  would  invoice  the  Anthoritj 
of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  the  political  and  finaD- 
eial  maater  of  my  right  hoa.  Friend  (Ur. 
Gladttone).  He  will  remember  as  well  as 
I  that  before  that  time,  as  early  as  the 
jear  1839,  upon  one  of  the  annaal  Mo- 
tions of  the  right  hon.  Oeotleman  now  the 
Preaident  of  the  Poor  Law  Board  (Mr. 
C.  P.  Tilllers),  for  the  repeal  of  the 
taxes  on  foreign  com,  Sir  Robert  Peel 
ezpreasly  and  forcibly  urged  upon  the 
Honie  the  appUntion  of  the  principle 
of  free  trade  to  this  very  tax  upon  mitlt. 
Sir  Robert  Peel  iud,  spealctng  on  behalf  of 
ttie  fanner  wfaoao  intereita  ne  eonddered 
were  inTolred — 

"If  jon  will  repeal  the  Com  Lam,  and  extend 
what  70a  perhapi  jmtly  call  the  prinoiptes  of  free 
trade  to  agrlooltore  and  tbe  prodnee  of  the  land, 
Baton  Ant  to  the  fitrmw."  Haai^  "Eztandttie 
■UM  priaeiale  to  ererTtUiiff  elae  as  wall  as  to  •«« 
— ^notrntfema  theaoIeTiotimof  thiiexoeUeat 
dooMne — let  me  grow  mj  own  tobacoo.  let  me 
mann&otore  and  consume  mj  own  malt.  And 
what  (oontinoeH  Sir  Robert  Peel),  what  answer 
haTe  jtmtotiM  fitrmert  Oao  70a  deny  tbe  jnatioa 
•f  hia  appMl  V'-iS^  8  Bnuard,  zlvi.  774.] 

9!hat  sentiment  reoeiTed  the  assent  of  the 
right  hon.  Oontleman  (Mr.  Gladstone).  I 
•ay  that  with  confidence,  for  I  apeak  in 
di«  hearing  of  some  of  the  most  able  and 
uncere  adToeates  of  free  trade  at  that  time, 
and  they  will  remember  that  the  sentiment 
of  Sir  Robert  Peel  was  received  with  the 

emeral  assent  and  approbation  of  every 
ember  of  the  House.  The  President  of 
the  Poor  Law  Board  (Mr.  Tilliers),  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Mil- 
ner  Gibson),  the  hon.  Member  for  Rochdale 
(Mr.  Cobden),  the  hon.  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham (Mr,  Bright),  the  late  Mr.  Joseph 
Home,  and  all  the  other  leading  advocates 
of  a  repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws,  admitted 
tiirDDghont  the  whole  of  the  free  trade 
discussion  that  if  the  Com  Laws  were  re- 
pealed the  tax  upon  malt  muat  be  abo- 
fisfaed.  The  time  is  now  come  for  suh- 
milting  Uiis  qneation  fairly  to  the  Hoose  ; 
and  I  trust  I  shall  recdve  the  snpport  of 
those  Members  who  ■«  strenvonsly  sup- 
ported the  repeal  of  tbe  Oom  Laws  in  former 
flays*  but  admitted  that  the  very  same  prin- 
ciple of  financial  policy  was  applicable  to 
the  Malt  Tax.  Sir,  I  woold  now.  in  order 
that  we  may  see  the  real  nature  and  in- 
oi^nee  of  this  tax  upon  maJt  in  all  its 
stages,  denre  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  what  the  tax  is — to  what  la  Its  amount, 
its  bearing,  and  tts  ultimate  effects  as  re- 
nrda  the  great  body  of  the  oonsomers  of 
peer,  who  are,  in  fact,  almost  the  entire 
Sir  FidLBojf  Xttt^ 


population  of  this  country,  ttisagener^y 
admitted  principle  that  yon  ought  not  to 
impose  a  tax  on  a  raw  material,  because 
the  effiDct  of  sneh  a  charge  is  to  increase 
and  multiply  itself  at  every  stage  of  the 
manufacture,  until  it  ultimately  beeomea 
doable,  or  treble,  or  quadruple,  the  original 
amount  which  alone  passes  into  thoExohe- 
quer.  I  ask  the  House  to  consider  in  the 
first  instance  the  entire  amonnt  paid  by  the 
consumers  of  beer  in  this  conntiy  ;  and  I 
believe  that  amonnt  will  place  this  questioft 
in  a  very  striking,  and,  perhaps,  startKng 
point  of  view.  1  have  made  a  calculation 
of  my  own  upon  tiut  snl^ect,  hot  it  Idls 
short  of  what  I  lure  since  foond  to  be  tlie 
estimate  of  an  anthori^  which  will  he  re- 
spected by  both  sides  of  this  House.  I 
mean  the  publication  called  The  Eoonomigl. 
In  that  .  Journal  it  is  stated  that  Uie  sum 
paid  by  the  consumers  for  the  whole  quan- 
tity of  beer  bought  and.  consumed  in 
this  country,  amounts  to  £60.000,000  per 
annom.  In  my  anxiety  not  to  overstate 
the  case  I  put  it  down  at  £50,000,000 
per  annum  ;  but  I  will  take  the  amonnt  as 
aet  forth  on  the  higher  authority  of  7%$ 
Economist,  Now,  if  the  people  of  tbo 
United  Kingdom  pay  £60,000,000  a  year 
for  beer,  and  if,  as  I  believe  I  can  show 
to  be  the  case,  one  third  of  that  amonnt  is 
eansed  hv  the  Malt  Tax,  it  follows  that 
£20.000,000  a  yoMT  is  tiie  snm  paid  by  the 
people  of  this  conntry  by  reason  of  the  ex- 
istence of  that  tax,  while  only  £5.000,000 
of  that  sum  passes  into  the  Excbequw  for 
the  benefit  of  the  State,  £15,000.000  a 
year  being  thus  thrown  amy.  If  the  atate- 
ment  I  am  now  making  is  chargeable  with 
any  error,  I  believe  it  ia  a  fractional  error 
only,  and  that  the  snm  lost  by  the  eoantry 
is  even  greater  than  that  which  I  havo 
mentioned.  Let  us  see  how  the  matter 
stands.  There  are  not  less  than  four 
stages  in  the  mannfaeture  and  supply  of 
beer  to  the  coasamer.  There  is  first  the 
porehase  and  the  malting  of  the  Itarioy, 
and  the  payment  of  the  duty  upon  th«  mut 
by  the  maltster;  next,  the  sale  td  the  malt 
with  the  maltster's  profit  to  the  brewerj  then 
the  brewing  of  the  beer,  and  the  ssje  by 
the  brewer  to  the  pnhlionn  or  beer-shop- 
keeper ;  and  finally  tbe  retailing  of  the 
beer  by  tbera  to  the  consumer.  We  most, 
in  the  first  place,  consider  the  price  of 
barlejf.  It  is  at  present  a  low  price,  and 
I  believe  it  may  fairly  be  set  down  at  an 
average  of  28j.  a  quarter.  I  take  4f.  a 
quarter  as  the  expense  of  the  malting ;  it 
is  ocoasionaUyaofi|fp|9|^@^^§oea^ 
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nvatllt  ■taa«wbftt  1«Mi  The  prioe,  there- 
fan.  of  ft  quftrler  ^  bftrier  maae  into  mtli, 
in  tin  bftBde  of  ibe  malteler,  ii  32«.  I 
^  Ibe  duty  npoB  it  ftt  33f.  We  know 
tbftt  tiM  dutj  H  fixed  ftt  21«.  Sd.  on  the 
^mrter  of  mftlt,  but  1  pvt  it  ftt  23s.  on  the 
^rter  barlcjj  br  reeion  of  the  inoresM 
of  the  ftrtiole  in  the  process  of  maltuig. 
Thftt  ineroftie  «»metimeB  ftmoonts  to  2  or 
3  per  cent,  sometimes  to  5  per  eent,  some* 
times  to  a  good  deel  mere»  and  sometimes 
there  is  ne  inereftse  ftt  all.  B«t  I  think  I 
mttj  fftirly  estimate  the  duty  on  the  qtwrter 
of  bftrley  made  into  malt  et  23*.  whioh 
■apposes  an  iaerMMo  of  5  per  eent  i  and 
Bov  I  iftvite  ftttention  to  *hftt  folloirB. 
The  tax  paid  by  the  nahater  npon  ft  qla^ 
tor  ef  mMt  being  38t.  npon  ft  eost  price  of 
S3«.»  It  follows  thftt  the  price  of  the 
OHUrafiuitand  artiele  is  thus  inoteftsed  a 
tnitUon  ftboTB  70  pw  eent  hj  texfttios. 
It  is  sonottaMi  more  ftnd  soflMtimei  less* 
I  hftire  leenved  eommaniefttiens  firon  ft 
great  Bomber  of  persone  praetieally  ao- 
qoainted  with  this  snbjest,  sod  I  find 
nem  ^em  that  the  pereenta^  of  the 
tax,  ae  eompared  with  the  original  price 
of  the  malt*  variee  from  66  per  cent 
to  about  76  or  77  per  oent ;  and  I  think  I 
Bny  fMrlr  pot  the  aven^  ftt  70  per  oent, 
ftad  net  12\  per  cent  as  we  have  Ifttely 
boM  told  npoB  high  avtberity  that  it 
is.  The  mftlt  th«s  eoets  the  maltster 
32«.,  and  the  doty  234.,  or  55».  alto- 
gether. I  will  put  the  prdlt  ftt  whi^  he 
■eUs  it  to  the  oteww  af  St.,  making  its 
eoat  to  the  brewer  60«.  We  aew  eotee  to 
another  element  in  the  price.  The  aaumnt 
of  the  laz  heing  23*.,  that  ebaiga  foTBU 
above  two-fifUia  of  the  55t..  and  with  the 

rpertien  of  the  maltster's  profit  npea 
heoemes  two-fifths  of  the  60t.  the 
cost  of  the  malt  to  the  brewer.  The 
brewer  has  tfaea  to  ondaiake  an  ad- 
ditienat  expenditnre ;  he  has  to  porchase 
A  quantity  of  hops  wbioh  I  take  at  some 
7i.,  or  8«.,  er  perhaps  it  may  be  a  little 
more.  I  do  not  kpow  exactly  the  |»iee 
<^  Im^  at  the  present  moment.  But  I 
UBderstand  from  ft  gentleman  who  has  jest 
gone  through  the  process  that  he  had  to 
add  10«.  for  bops  to  the  60<.  he  had  to  pay 
for  malt,  so  that  his  total  expenditure 
nnder  these  heads  amooDted  to  70*.  We 
now  oosse  to  the  wly  actual  outlay  before 
the  beer  is  manufactured.  That  outlay  is 
the  npenee  of  brewing.  Upon  this  point  I 
hftTC  sMift  praetieal  axperienoe*  and  I  be- 
rwm  that  wh«ni  eaee  a  pnwm  baa  ehtained 
Malt  with  lha  dnif  faid  aad  the  hapa  than 


is  really  little  or  no  Other  ntpteee.  Some- 
thing must  be  put  down  for  nel  t  but  when 
a  person  bnws  in  small  quantities  he  gene- 
rally has  a  fire  for  some  other  purpose,  and 
the  water  in  the  boiler  bang  heated  serves 
for  brewing.  But  here,  again,  we  are  in  a 
state  of  someuneertainty.  I  find  it  stated 
by  farmers  and  labourers  who  brew  for 
themselres  in  small  qnantities  that  the 
process  costs  them  little  or  nothing,  be- 
canse  they  Would  in  any  case  hare  fires 
lighted,  and  they  may  as  well  employ 
them  for  their  boilers  as  leare  them  un- 
used. I  am  met,  howoTcr,  by  Uie  argu- 
ment of  the  hoB.  Member  for  Derby  (Mr. 
Bass),  who  says  that  no  people  wonM 
think  of  brewing  in  email  qoftatitiea,  in- 
annneh  as  they  eould  get  their  beer  eheaper 
from  tiM  large  bnwers.  But  if  evaU  farm- 
ers ean  brew  at  home  for  nothing,  or  next 
to  nothing,  that  argument  osn  han  no 
foreennlwlarae  brewers  ean  brew  for  lees 
than  no^Bg.  The  large  brewers,  however/ 
in  LondoB  mid  other  places,  must  be  at  cod- 
siderable  expense  in  maintaining  their  vast 
eetehlishSMBts.  There  is  the  plant  and  the 
number  of  men  they  employ.  But  in  order 
to  avoid  all  coutrorersy  I  add  69,  as  the 
coat  of  brewhig,  so  that  the  total  eharge 
for  the  coBverting  of  a  quarter  of  barley 
into  beer  in  the  hands  of  the  brewer  will 
be  7Ss.  Of  this,  26$.  or  one>third  is  duty 
and  profit  upon  duty;  and  any  additioadt 
sum  paid  by  the  consumer  must  be  the 
profit  either  of  the  brewer  er  of  the 
publican  as  well  upon  the  one-third  ae- 
eribable  to  the  duty,  es  upon  the  tw«> 
thirds,  the  remaniing  eipenditure.  Thw 
oae-thtid  of  the  ultimate  prion  to  the  eon- 
■nmer  ia  oeeaaioned  hy  the  duty.  Ijet 
US  now  consider  the  quantity  of  good 
beer  which  may  be  made  by  then  means 
and  at  this  expense  from  a  qnarter  oi 
malt  Hen,  again,  I  have  consulted 
a  number  of  the  most  competent  au- 
thorities, who  have  furnished  me  witli 
the  best  information  upon  the  subject.  I 
am  told  by  theuH— and  my  own  experience 
confirms  me  in  the  opinion— that  out  of  a 
bushel  of  malt  you  may  breir  eighteen  gal- 
loot  of  beer,  and  yon  will  hare  in  addition 
some  two  w  Uiree  gallons  of  small  heUr 
which  I  put  down  as  a  oouoterpoiso  to  any 
pOBsihto  error  in  my  oaloulation.  The  re- 
sult u  that  out  of  every  qnarter  of  malt 
you  will  have  144  gallons,  or  four  bamls  of 
beer,  at  a  eost  to  tne  bnww  of  7fff.  Kow. 
whal  ia  the  snm  the  oonanmer  pays  for  this 
beerl  A  portion  of  it  is  Airnisbed  ta 
fiuuliM  by  private  brwron  ioAaantitieeiof 
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eighteen  nlloni  or  Airtj^rix  gallons,  per- 
haps at  about  If.  a  gallon;  bat  tbe  great 
nasi  of  the  middle  and  labouring  elasseB 
pnrehaae  it  from  the  pnblioana  in  pints 
and  quarta  at  Ifid.  and  184. ;  I  pat, 
therefore,  the  average  prioe  of  all  tbe 
beer  oonanmed  in  the  three  kingdoms, 
and  nltimately  paid  by  tbe  eonsnoier, 
at  1«.  per  gallon.  I  believe  I  should 
be  jostified  in  putting  it  higber  —  in 
putting  it  at  XBd.  or  \Sd.  a  gallon  ; 
and  why  do  I  say  so  ¥  The  great  masB  of 
the  conBumers  purchase  their  beer  at  the 
publie-honses  or  beer  shops,  and  the  quan- 
tity sold  by  the  prirate  breverB  ia  very  small 
in  eomparison.  The  best  estimate  upon 
this  point  that  I  oau  form  is  from  a  Return 
whion  shows  that  the  private  brewers 
manntaotnre  abont  400.000  or  500,000 
gallons  for  every  4,000,000  of  gallons 
maonfisotnred  by  the  great  hrawers  who 
supply  the  trade.  I  am  informed  that  16d. 
per  gallon  is  the  lowest  price  at  which  beer 
is  obtained  at  a  pnblie-house ;  that  a  man 
may  ffot  a  quart  of  porter  for  fourpenee,  but 
tiiat  he  oannot  get  a  quart  of  good  beer  for 
lets  than  sixpenoe,  and  this  supports  tbe 
supposition  that  good  beer  must  he  paid  for 
at  an  average  rate  exceeding  16<l.  per  gallon. 
A  large  quantity  of  beer  is  also  consumed 
by  the  higher  classes  of  that  description 
which  the  hou.  Member  for  Derby  (Mr. 
Bass)  enabloB  us  to  enjoy,  and  which  cannot 
be  bought  for  less  than  from  2$.  to  3«.  per 
gallon.  What  is  the  general  result  ?  Why, 
that  the  oonsDmers  of  this  country  pay 
£60.000,000  a  year  for  beer,  paying  for 
that  beer  upon  die  average  at  the  very 
least  ]«.  per  gallon,  and  the  qoestion  being 
at  what  price  could  the  beerHJonsuming 
public  obtain  it,  if  there  were  no  Malt  Tax. 
The  answer  is,  that  it  wonld  he  obtained 
one-third  cheaper,  and  that  the  public, 
instead  of  payinsr  for  it  £60,000.000, 
would  pay  only  £40,000,000  per  annum. 
That  would  be  a  saving  of  £20,000,000 
sterling  per  annum,  which  is  now  paid  by 
the  public,  by  reason  of  a  tax  which  yields 
bat  £5.000.000  to  the  8tate.  If  this  be 
eontrorerted — if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer should  say  that  if  the  Malt  Tax 
were  pat  an  end  to  the  pnblie  would  not 
be  abu  to  purchase  this  large  quantity  of 
beer  at  one-third  less  than  is  now  pud  f<n* 
it— I  undertake  to  prove,  upon  the  evidence 
of  a  great  number  of  persons  of  character, 
of  property,  and  of  large  practical  expe- 
rience, brewers,  maltsters  persons  of  every 
elass  conversant  with  the  subject— I  nn- 


or  before  a  Select  Gommitiae  that  then 
are  practical  men,  ready  and  willing  to 
engage,  reserving  to  themselves  a  sabstan- 
tial  profit,  to  supply  beer  in  any  quantity, 
whether  to  the  puhlio-houses  or  to  families, 
equal,  or  more  than  equal,  in  quality  and 
value  to  the  average  of  beer  sold  in  the 
country,  and  this  good  and  wholesome  beer 
instead  of  bad  and  adoltwated  beer  —  at 
prices  which  will  enable  the  consumer  to 
purchase  it  by  retail,  at  two-thirds  of  the 
price  now  paid.  Thus  I  again  assert  that 
this  tax  of  £20,000.000  a  year  is  im- 
posed  upon  the  people  of  this  eountiy 
by  reason  of  the  existence  of  the  Matt 
Tax,  from  which  the  State  derivea  some 
£5,000.000  or  £6.000.000  and  no  mote. 
And  I  beseech  the  House  to  consider  upoo 
what  classes  of  the  people  this  burden 
Calls.  1  will  not  say  that  the  higher 
elaaaea  are  not,  to  some  extent,  drinkeraof 
bev,  hut  the  great  eonsnmera  of  beer 
in  this  country  are  the  least  well-to-do 
of  the  middle  elases,  the  smaller  trades- 
men, the  Bbopkeeper  and  his  family,  the 
higher  sort  of  artisans  and  penons  em- 
ployed in  manufactures,  and,  above  all, 
tlose  among  agricultural  labourers  who  can 
afford  to  drink  their  pint  of  beer.  These 
constitute  three-fourths  of  the  eonsnmera 
of  beer.  It  is  npon  these  elassea,  nn- 
dubtedly  the  least  able  to  bear  any  speeies 
of  taxation,  that  yon  now  impose  this  mis- 
chievons  tax  of  £20.000.000  steriing  per 
annum.  Looking  back  to  the  principles 
adopted  by  Sir  Robert  Peel  and  by  this 
House  in  1842  and  in  1846,  every  principle 
of  policy  and  of  finance  forbida  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  tax,  and  would  forbid  its 
imposition  ;  but  it  bas  now  been  in  exist- 
ence for  a  century  and  a  half,  and  produoea 
a  rerenue  of  £5.000.000  or  £6,000.000  j 
and  what  with  the  unwillingness  of  onr 
Financial  Ministers  to  part  with  so  large  a 
sum,  and  the  inability  of  the  agriculturists 
to  contend  with  effect  in  this  House  against 
that  combination  of  forces  which  has  hi- 
therto been  opposed  to  their  claims,  this  tax 
has  remained  from  1815  to  the  preeent 
day  nnmitigsted  and  andiminished.  Now, 
Sir,  this  is  undoubtedly  to  a  great  extent 
an  agricultural  qoestion;  but  it  is  still 
more  a  question  involving  the  interests  of 
the  labonring  elastea.  Let  me  ennpare 
this  article  with  others,  and  see  how  it  has 
been  dealt  with  by  Qovemraents  and  Par- 
liaments dumig  the  last  half  century,  I 
ill  not  fno  further  back  than  1815.  Be- 
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mod«rn  fooling,  aDd  let  me  remind  the 
HooM  that  between  1815  and  1865  taxes 
have  been  remitted — that  is,  rednoed  or  al- 
together taken  off— on  not  leas  than  800  ar- 
ticlei  ofeonsumption,  while  the  tax  on  malt 
alone  has  been  left  untouched.  Consider  for 
ft  moment  whether  this  is  equal  jastioe  be- 
tween  one  olasa  of  the  people  and  another  ; 
consider  the  condition  of  the  agriculturist 
and  of  th«  labonring  classes  affected  bj 
thia  tax.  I  sluU  not  trouble  the  Hoose 
with  any  ennmeration  of  the  articles  of 
the  Tariff  of  1843  and  anbseqnent  years, 
bnt  I  hope  I  mar  be  permitted  to  refer 
to  one  or  two  of  wom  which  may  deserre 
attention.  Do  not  let  it  be  imagined  that 
I  oonplain  of  this.  Yon  pat  an  end  to  tiio 
tax  on  foreign  otnn.  I  a{p«e  that  that 
measnre  baa  eonforred  vast  benefit  on 
a  great  part  of  the  popalation  of  this 
eonntry.  I  agree  also  that  it  proceeded  on 
the  first  and  best  political  principles  on 
which  the  reform  of  our  financial  system 
ought  to  take  place.  It  was  a  tax  on  the 
raw  material  producing  bread,  the  food  of 
the  people,  one  of  the  necessaries  of  life, 
an  article  of  unirersal  consumption.  But 
so  is  malt.  Malt  is  the  raw  material  out 
of  which  beer  is  manufactnred  ;  it  is  like- 
wise a  necessary  of  life,  or  at  least  the 
only  eomfort,  the  only  approach  to  a 
Inxnrf  which  the  poor  man  can  hope  to 
enjoy ;  and  it  is  also  an  article  of  general 
eonsnmptinit  besides  being  chiefly  eon- 
snrocd  by  the  elasses  least  able  to  bear 
taxation.  The  diflbrenee  between  com, 
the  material  of  bread,  and  malt,  prodnoing 
beer,  is  that  bread  is  an  article  of  equal 
as  well  as  general  eonsnmptfon,  while  beer 
is  oonsumeHd  in  much  greater  proportion  by 
the  humbler  classes.  If,  therefore,  equal 
justice  is  to  be  done  to  the  consumer  of 
beer  and  of  bread,  on  the  same  principle 
on  which  the  Corn  Laws  were  repealed,  the 
tax  on  malt  oaght  also  to  be  put  an  end 
to.  How  can  you,  then,  on  the  principles 
on  which  the  Corn  Laws  were  repealed 
in  1846,  continue  the  doty  on  malt?  There 
are  other  articles,  such  as  glass,  soap, 
bricks,  tallow,  and  timber,  of  rarions 
deseriptions  and  degrees  as  regards  oon- 
■amption,  and  other  elementa  wbiob  en- 
ter into  oonrideration  of  this  qneation. 
Upon  all  these  articles  the  duty  has  been 
entirely  taken  away,  while  on  malt  it  bas 
been  retained.  I  now  come  to  wool  and  cot- 
ton. Again,  I  do  not  oomplsin  that  the  du- 
ties hare  been  taken  off  these  articles,  for 
tliey  are  within  the  rery  principles  whioh 
ougbt  to  opmte  npon  the  niind  of  enry 


Financial  Minister  to  prevent  a  heavy  bar- 
den  being  laid  upon  the  eonsnmer  while 
only  a  small  portion  of  the  sam  paid  passes 
into  the  Exchequer.  Why  was  the  duty 
taken  off  wool  and  cotton— articles  of  the 
first  stage  of  mannfacture,  and  why  is  it 
retained  on  malt?  There  is  another  ar- 
ticle—paper.  I  know  there  has  l»een  a 
great  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  the  removal  of  the  duty  on  piper, 
at  least  as  to  the  time  when  it  should  have 
been  taken  off.  I  am  not  going  to  reme 
the  controversy.  Bnt  paper  was  not  a  raw 
material ;  it  was  a  mannfactare,  and  was 
taxed  by  the  Kxeise  in  undoubtedly  a  mis- 
obioTona  and  vezatioiu  fbrm  as  regarded 
trade.  I  do  not  complain  that  that  tax  was 
removed;  but  why,  when  the  manufactured 
article,  paper,  was  relieved,  has  the  raw 
materisl,  malt — open  to  all  the  objections 
applicable  to  paper,  and  more — been  left  a 
solitary  exception  ?  liet  me  now  come  fo 
another  class  of  articles.  I  have  dealt 
hitherto  with  articles  wholly  or  partially 
of  home  prodnce,  some  of  foreign  produce, 
and  some  of  a  mixed  description,  and  be- 
fore I  part  with  them  altogether,  I  would 
refer  to  tea  and  sugar.  As  regards  tea, 
until  lately  that  was  an  article  exdasively 
of  foreign  prodnce ;  but  now  considerable 
quantities  are  produced  in  India,  and  it 
may,  therefore,  be  considered  also  an  article 
of  colonial  prodnce.  In  1852  tea  was  taxed 
at  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  96  per  eent.  I 
rejoice  that,  on  what  is  almost  one  of  the 
neeessarioB  of  life  for  the  middle  and  hum- 
bler classes,  a  great  rednetiou  of  taxation 
has  taken  place ;  but  I  do  not  see  why  the 
labouring  man  should  not  take  his  choice, 
after  a  hard  day's  labour,  whether  he  will 
take  his  pint  of  beer  or  his  cup  of  tea.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  we  ought  not  to 
blame  him  if  he  prefers  his  pint  of  beer  ;  and 
therefore  I  would  ask,  why  are  millions  of 
the  labouring  classes  forced  to  the  subatitute 
of  tes  when  beer  is  the  beverage  they  would 
prefer  f  Why  ia  tea,  an  article  chiefly  of 
foreign  growth,  to  be  the  subject  of  a  large 
reduction — ^from  96  percent  to  about  33  per 
cent,  while  malt  is  to  remain  aa  it  was  Y  I 
make  the  same  observation  with  regard  to 
sugar.  That  is  an  article  partly  of  forrign, 
partly  of  colonial  produce.  The  dn^  on 
sugar  has  been  largely  redoeed,  and  I  am 
glad  of  it  t  but  I  say  that  malt  haa  an 
equal  claim  with  sugar  to  partial  or  entire 
remission.  Tobacco,  again,  another  of  the 
very  few  luxuries,  almost  the  solitary  luxory 
of  the  labonring  man.  I  am  not  sorry  that 
Mae  rednetion  has  «^(gg^^ 
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OS  tobMM.  Imi  it  is  MtMj  Mt  of  th« 
f  wktiM  to  oompuB  tobwm  with  malt.  I 
BOT  floMk  finally,  to  uothor  d«t^,  that 
on  foniga  wine*  I  mnti  deekrOi  with  «n. 
feignod  aiaoeritj,  that  I  am  at  a  Iom  to 
ooneeiTO  on  what  prlneiplos  a  Finaneial 
Uioister  oan  jostifj  the  ginng  up  of  taxes 
to  the  amount  of  £1,000,000,  or  more, 
in  the  oonrie  of  the  year,  on  an  article  of 
forngn  produce  sent  to  this  oonntry  for 
the  bment  of  the  foreiga  trader— an  artiolo 
•lelniiTcdy  eonsumed  b;  the  higher  clasiet 
and  Ae  uppw  portion  oiF  the  middle  olastoe 
— a  mere  Ituary.  which  those  who  enjoy  it 
are  readjtable,  aod  williog  to  pay  for,  what- 
•rer  may  be  ite  price.  I  do  feel  surprited 
that  an  article  of  foreign  pTodaee,grown  and 
exported  to  thia  ooaatry  for  the  beoefit  of 
the  foreign  trader,  limited  to  the  oonsDsap- 
tion  ^  the  nob,  ^onld  be  the  aabjeot  of  » 
remimm  of  taxation  to  the  anmmt  of 
ngflliona;  while  maXt,  ma  <ii  dieiieeeiiariei 
ik  life,  an  artiolo  eonsnmod  alnoet  •nla> 
air^  hj  the  middle  and  power  elaeeoe, 
remaina  taxed  to  the  h%heet  aauHUt  that  it 
will  bear.  It  i^^poan  to  me  that  to  remit 
taxation  upon  these  artieles,  but  to  deny 
remission  altogether  upon  nwlt,  is  opposed 
to  tiie  first  principles  whioh  ooght  to 
regulate  the  oondoot  of  the  FinaDoe  Mi- 
nister, and  is  not  aeting  in  a  fur  spirit 
to  the  labouring  poor.  Aod  tbis  reminds 
me  of  a  statement  of  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr. 
Uilner  Gibsw)  to  his  oonstitnents  at  Ash- 
too-onder-Lyae,  and  also  in  this  Hoose. 
This  speech  of  my  right  hou.  Friend  was 
Mt  charaoteriaed  by  his  usual  olearaess, 
fi»  ha  spohe  iometimoa  of  malt  and  some* 
times  of  bew  i  hat  whether  speakmg  of 
one  or  <tf  the  other,  hie  otatenent  was 
that  malt  or  beer  was  taxed  to  the  amount 
of  12|  per  cent.  Now.  I  affirm  that 
the  tu  is  about  33  per  eent  on  the  beer 
and  70  per  cent  on  the  malt,  I  bare 
offered  to  prove  before  a  Select  Commit- 
tee of  this  House,  that  the  actual  propor- 
tion paid  by  reason  of  the  tax  en  every 
quart  of  beer  oonsuoMd  in  this  country, 
taking  the  average,  amounts  to  one-third, 
or  33  per  cent.  So  much  for  the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hen.  Gentleman.  But 
my  right  hon.  Friend  went  on  to  say 
that  ^ere  were  other  articles  much  more 
highly  taxed,  and  he  instanced  the  case 
ct  tea,  which  he  said  had  been  taxed 
83  per  cent.  [Mr.  Mnjn*  Gibsoh:  I 
waa  speaking  (tf  retail  tea.]  The  con- 
fusion arises  from  the  faefc  of  mj  right 
hon.  Friend  dealing  in  tha  nm  tenni,  at 
Sir  I^HnBog  JCrHjf 


one  tiaWf  with  tba  Antj  urn  the  ttliole  ee 
imported,  er  wheft  ffekee  oet  of  h(Mid»  anil 
at  another  treating  only  of  that  prspertie« 
whieh  the  tax  lure  to  the  iwMI  priee 
whieh  the  groeer  reeeivea  aeroH  the  oonu- 
ter.  Tea  bears  bow  a  very  reduced  iutj. 
Formeri;  it  was  an  ad  voJefim  daty  of 
96  per  cent  upon  every  detcriptien  of 
tea.  Now  it  is  Is.  in  the  pound  upon 
all  descriptioos  alike.  If  we  Waat  to  know 
what  is  analogous  to  the  70  per  coot  duly 
paid  upon  malt,  we  must  know  the  average 
prioe  of  the  wiuAe  amount  ef  tea  Import^, 
and  which  is  ultimately  charged  with  thie 
doty.  I  should  sayi  tbui,  under  eerreetion, 
that  the  average  price  of  tea  imported  ia 
■oosething  like  2f.  io  the  po»d.  [Alstyi.] 
Welt.  Sir,  if  it  be  less,  so  much  the  better. 
I  wish  tiiat  Gentiemm  eonversaat  with  the 
subject  would  iafnrn  my  igneranoa  But 
seeing  that  we  pay  at  this  moment  for  good 
tea4f.  and^f.  4a.  per  penod,  end  thait  tiie 
middle  elasses  pay  sometloog  like  3f.  • 
pound,  I  should  myself  be  inoliBod  to  think 
that  2s.  is  the  fair  average  prioe  for  all  tea 
imported  and  eonsumed.  If  it  be  less  so 
much  the  better  for  the  pei^le.  But, 
whatever  it  may  be,  if  yon  take  the  eve- 
rage  prioe  even  at  Is.  the  pound,  it  will 
be  50  per  cent  on  the  prioe  to  the  whole* 
sale  dMler;  while  malt  is  70  per  eent 
to  the  brewer.  I  do  not,  however,  wish 
to  dwell  any  longer  upon  uiy  errors  iate 
which  my  right  hon.  Friend  hiw  fiftUm,  be- 
cause upon  a  subject  of  this  nature  I  admit 
that  I  am  liable  to  error  myself.  But  wbee 
we  oomo  to  the  article  of  si^ar  I  find  my 
right  hon.  Frinid  stated  that  the  yellow 
and  the  brows  aoffars  paid  61^  par  eent 
duty.  New,  all  lean  say  is  this,  that 
sugar,  in  refsreaee  to  taxation,  heeomee 
SUM  e  eomplieated  question,  from  the  fiwt 
that  it  is  of  various  kinds,  wd  somes  from 
enr  coUnues,  as  well  as  from  fiwe^  Statea 
in  every  quarter  of  the  world,  that  I  should 
much  rather  leave  that  part  of  the  question 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chaneellor 
of  the  Bxcheqner,  who  is,  no  doubt,  belter 
able  thui  I  am  to  distinguish  between  the 
one  and  the  other.  I  will,  however,  ven- 
ture to  observe  if  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Bxebeqnev  hM 
calculated  his  reoeipts  at  the  Troaauiy, 
upon  the  amounts  thus  stated  by  lue 
right  hen.  CoUes^^  he  will  find  bnaself 
grievously  disaf^u^ed  when  he  eonea 
to  compare  the  earns  anticipated  with 
the  auBis  reetivedr  I  reeeDtiy  reaaived 
from  a  wholesale  dealer  in  the  artiele 
e  statemeat  ef  the  daties/«ud  mm  the 
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tKrioiii  ktadi  of  mgn.  I  win  not  troablo 
th«  Bouse  hj  ipAng  Uiroagh  them  oil, 
I  will  on\j  Uke  fire  deHriptions  erf 
■ugar  wbioh  tnj  right  hon.  FrieDd  men- 
tioned, and  in  reepeet  to  which  he  has 
taken  npon  himaelf  the  reBponiibilttj  of 
■tating  the  peroentagei  of  duty.  Now,  I 
ind  in  ererj  one  of  those  fire  deuriptions 
tiie  real  peroentages  of  duty  are  from  10 
to  20  per  oent  below  tbote  stated  by  my 
right  hoD.  Friend.  Bat  I  pass  away  from 
tea  and  sogar.  I  have  not.  hoveTer, 
done  with  my  right  bon.  Friend  ;  for  he 
thought  it  neeessaiy,  unhappily  for  himself, 
to  embark  upon  the  question  of  foragn 
wines.  Now.  I  feneyl  heard  with  my 
own  aan  my  right  hon.  Friend  say  that, 
while  mah  and  beer  wofe  taxed  12|  per 
eeat,  Freneh  wine  was  taied  23  per  cent, 
the  wine  of  Portngal  at  30  per  eent,  and 
the  wine  of  Spain  at  29  per  eent.  Now, 
let  us  come  to  elose  quarters  on  this  pcrint. 
The  du^  on  the  greater  part  of  the 
wines  prodneed  in  Franca— the  clarets, 
aloHMt  without  exception,  and  Uie  lighter 
BnrgnndiM— if  I  am  correct,  is  1«.  per 
gallon.  That  I  belicTe  is  the  present 
amount  of  duty.  I  will  not  stop  to  con- 
aider  the  proportion  of  duty  on  a  certain 
description  of  Freneh  wine  wbieb  bears  the 
bonoived  name  of  *'  Gladstone."  I  think, 
howeTer,  it  is  rather  hard  opon  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  that  his  great  name  shonld 
go  down  to  posterity  stamped  upon  the 
rery  worst  ana  weakest  of  the  fluids  with 
whieh  it  is  his  du^  as  flnaneial  Hinistor  to 
deal.  But  so  it  is,  and  no  doubt  the  right 
bon,  Oentleman  will  be  able  to  explain  bow 
mncfa  of  doty  this  particular  wine  bears  in 

rroportion  to  the  prioe  to  the  eoosnmor. 
return  to  the  Freneh  wine — tbe  olaret — 
which  we  drink  in  our  own  houses.  Of 
course  the  price  raries  from  3i.  to  4*., 
6«.,  and  oTen  to  lOt.  a  bottle.  But 
I  will  take  the  wine  of  3«.,  4«.,  and  6«. 
the  bottle*  which  those  who  are  content 
with  a  moderate  ^tiaKty  generally  pay 
for  the  article.  Well,  Sir,  one  gallon  of 
elaret  fllb  rix  bottles,  and  therefore,  the 
4aty  upon  a  gallon  being  makes  the 
amount  on  each  bottle  only  2d.  If  we 
take  elaret  at  6i:  a  bottle,  the  2d.  duty 
on  eaefa  bottlo  is  only  the  thirty4lzth  part 
of  tbe  prioe,  or  lesa  than  3  per  eent.  Bat 
when  we  oome  to  port  and  sbei^,  whieh 
are  tbe  wines  chiefly  eonsamed  bf  the 
middle,  and  perhapa  also  by  the  higher 
Masses— eren  taking  the  price  of  it  to  be 
3«.  a  bottle,  for  wbieb  tolerably  good  wine 
•an  ba  pmdiaaed  in  the  wom,  the  dn^ 


«pMi  t^t  wine  wonU  be  only  Ad^  per 
bottle,  or  10  per  oent  upon  the  [niee  to  the 
consumer.  But.  Sir,  apart  from  all  eom- 
parisoDS,  why  hare  the  duties  be*n  lately 
redoced  upon  foreign  wines,  the  luxuries 
of  ^e  rich,  and  of  foreign  prodaotion, 
whilst  thnre  has  been  no  remission  of  duty 
on  the  part  of  the  Cbremment  upon  malt 
of  home  production,  and  the  drink  of  the 
poorer  classes  of  people  P  Well,  I  oome 
now  to  another  branch  of  the  question. 
I^et  us  oonsider  next  what  would  b»  the 
effect  in  a  social  pomt  of  view  of  the  rv* 
moral  of  this  tax — what  its  effects  upon 
tlM  oomfijrts,  tbe  well-being,  the  good 
moralsi  and  Uie  honest  and  sober  babite  of 
the  labouring  man.  I  befiore  that  the  first 
effieot  would  be  to  adpply  good  and  dieap 
beer  to  at  leaat  a  miUion  of  men  among 
tbe  labouring  classes,  who  cannot  now 
drink  any  hem-  at  all ;  and  further,  that  it 
would  supply  to  another  million  of  tbe 
labovriog  classes  a  good  and  cheap  artiole 
instead  of  a  bad,  adulterated,  and  dMr 
article,  whieh  they  are  now  obliged  to 
drink  or  to  go  without.  I  hare  already 
dealt  with  the  question  as  to  what  would 
be  tbe  price  to  tbe  conaomers  gonerally  of 
beer  if  tbe  duty  were  remerM,  whether 
they  freqnent  pnblic-houses  or  drink  it  at 
home  in  Uieir  own  fsmilica.  But  let  us 
oonsidw  the  efieet  of  tills  remissioQ  on  Uie 
fturmers  and  labourers  themselrea.  and 
npon  those  who  would  then,  if  tbey  do  net 
now,  brew  at  home.  Upon  thia  ^nestioa 
my  hon.  Friend  tbe  HeadMr  lor  Derl^ 
(Mr.  Baas),  whose  authority  enry  Membw 
of  the  House  must  respect,  stated  that  it 
was  quto  in  rain  to  imagbe  that  tite  neo. 
pie  m  this  country  would  erer  brew  their 
own  beer,  becanse  it  waa  so  much  more 
expenaire  an  operation  to  them  than  to 
the  great  brewers  who  traded  on  it  and 
mannfrMtured  it  upon  a  rwy  ia^  scale. 
Tbe  Chancellor  ot  the  Exchequer  instaur 
taneovsly  smsed  npon  that  statement  with 
tbe  rapidity  and  aridity  of  a  falcon,  and 
arailtog  himself  of  it,  made  m«rry  with  it, 
adopting  the  enlinary  expression  of  the 
impraeticalHlity  of  this  kettle-brewing. 
Now  let  me  assure  the  bon.  Member  for 
Derby  and  the  House  that  I  know  (rf  my 
own  knowledge  that  thia  kettle-hrewbg,  or 
this  Ivewittg  upon  a  small  soale  by  fanuHri, 
and  even  by  labonren,  is  aotually  practised, 
and  to  a  werj  great  extent,  in  the  rery 
county  of  which  I  bare  tiie  honour  to  be 
the  representatire,  and  in  the  reiy  pariah 
in  whieh  I  reside.  I  speak  naoa  the 
aalheril7  of  Mr.  Bidddl»  of  Fbqr&rd.i^^ 
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upon  my  own  experience.  If  the  Ualt 
Tax  were  aboli^ed  the  iaereue  of  this 
prirate  Iwewing  woald  be  neeeisarily  rerj 
great.  The  labonror  need  onlj  mdcI  his 
sack  of  bariej  to  the  maltster,  irho  woald 
retnm  to  him  a  sack  of  malt  free  from 
any  charge,  the  maltster  being  compen- 
sated by  the  increase  of  qnantity  in  the 
operation  of  malting,  and  what  is  to  pre- 
vent the  former  for  himself,  or  the  labour- 
ers for  themselves,  even  without  the  aid  of 
the  farmer,  from  brewing  their  own  beer? 
Mr.  Biddell,  whose  knowledge  and  autho- 
rity on  this  subject  are  conclusive,  has 
stated  that  a  great  many  labourers  brew 
their  own  beer  now,  notwithstanding  the 
pressure  of  the  Halt  Tax  and  all  its  veza. 
tions.  Bat  if  the  Molt  Tax  were  taken 
off  and  a  man  might  brew  his  own  beer, 
fiumers  and  labourers  wonM  both  un- 
donbtedlr  do  so,  nntil  at  least  they  com- 
pelled the  brewm  to  sell  good  beer  at 
ft  bir  and  reasonable  priee.  Ur.  Biddell 
has  given  us  a  short  statement  of  the  cost 
if  there  were  no  Halt  Tax  of  brewing  beer 
as  good  as  that  now  sold  for  16d.,  18(2.,  or 
20a.,  per  gallon  in  the  public-houses  and 
the  beer  shops,  A  bashel  of  barley  at  29t. 
per  quarter  would  cost  3<.  7i<i>,  the  cost  of 
maltiog,  &c.,  at  4s.  6d.  per  quarter,  would 
be  Gfd.  The  advance  in  the  price  of  bar- 
ley if  the  Halt  Tax  were  repealed  Hr. 
Biddell  put  at  3s.  per  qnarter,  or  4|t{.  per 
bosfael ;  one  pound  of  hops  he  estimated 
at  li.  6(i;  and  the  fuel  6(2.,  making  the 
entire  cost  of  brewing  20  gallons  of  good 
beer  6s.  6|(i.,  or  4d.  per  gallon,  id.  ^r 
quart,  or  a  halfpenny  per  pint  —  grams 
and  small  beer  paying  for  labour.  He 
■ays  Uiat  if  the  malt  tax  were  repealed, 
there  would  probably  be  a  great  advanee 
in  the  priee  of  barley,  and  he  therefore 
allows  3s.  per  quarter  for  this  advance. 
This  allowance  is  a  guarantee  for  his  can- 
dour and  fiuraess,  and  so  we  may  take  it 
that  good  beer  could  he  thus  brewed  at 
4d.  a  gallon  if  there  were  no  Halt  Tax. 
This  is  not  a  specalatton,  but  it  is  a 
matter  of  fact  which  cannot  be  contro- 
verted. Will  any  one  then  tell  me  that 
if  the  Malt  Tax  were  abolished,  the  far- 
mers and  lahoorers  would  not  brew  their 
own  beer,  and  thus  secure  a  comfortable, 
wholesome,  and  nntritious  beverage,  at 
one  penny  per  quart  or  a  halfpenny  a 
{nnt  f  In  the  part  of  the  country  in 
which  I  live,  agricultural  labourers  are 
only  pud  Us.  or  12s.  a  week.  They 
eonseqnently  cannot  affi»rd  to  drink  beer, 
at  least  suoh  of  them  as  hare  fiH"*^j  and 
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they  are  obliged  to  abstun  the  whole  year 
from  it,  except  at  harvest  time,  when  it  is 
given  to  them  as  part  of  their  wages.  In 
taxing  this  artide  of  malt,  it  therefiue 
follows  that  yon  really  tax  the  priee  of 
labour  to  tbe  labourer,  beeanse  you  tax 
the  ytarj  article  which  in  harvest  time  he 
recaves  as  part  of  his  wages.  And  even 
those  who  can  afford  to  drink  their  beer 
would,  if  this  tax  were  remitted,  be  able 
to  obtiun  a  good  and  wholesome  article 
for  themselves  and  families  in  their  own 
homes,  instead  of  being  obliged,  as  they 
are  now,  to  frequent  poblic-houses  for  the 
purpose  of  buying  a  bad  and  deleterious 
article.  I  believe  that  the  abolition  of  tiiis 
tax  would  effect  a  social  revolution  of  a 
most  beneficial  character  in  the  habits  of 
the  people  generally,  espeoially  in  those  of 
the  agricultural  labourers  ;  and  further, 
that  it  would  confer  an  inestimable  bmefit 
upon  the  artisans  and  meehanies  ud  work, 
men  throughout  the  trading  and  manu- 
fiseturing  disteiets  of  the  eountiy  But  let 
me  now  say  a  word  in  reference  to  a  elasa 
of  gentlemen  for  whom  I  entertain  tbe 
highest  respect,  and  whom  I  regret  to  find 
among  my  opponents  upon  this  question.  I 
mean  tbe  numerous  supporters  and  members 
of  temperanoe  societies.  Now,  I  declare 
with  the  most  perfect  sincerity  if  I  thought 
that  the  extinction  of  the  Malt  Tax  would 
tend  in  the  slightest  degree  to  increase  or 
to  encourage  habits  of  intemperance  in  any 
class  of  the  people,  I  would  not  for  one 
moment  stand  forward  as  its  advocate. 
Bat  I  believe  the  very  contrary  would  be 
the  result.  Is  it  because  drink  can  be  had 
cheap  and  good  and  in  plenty  that  people 
would  be  induced  to  get  drunk  who  others 
wise  would  remain  sober?  Look  at  onr 
own  history,  and  remember  the  domestie 
habits  of  the  upper  elssses  some  six^ 
years  ago.  The  duty  apon  wine  was  7*. 
and  8s.  and  9s.  a  gallon.  Tbe  price  of 
wine  was  double  wbat  it  is  now.    Did  that 

Srevent  the  old  English  gentleman  of  other 
ays  from  indulging  in  excesses,  which 
now  we  look  back  upon  with  wonder  and 
shame  ?  Are  we  more  or  leu  temperate 
now,  when  wine  is  half  the  prioe^  and 
the  duty  next  to  nothing  %  Well,  tiien,  I 
believe  that  the  eSeet<tf  taking^  this  tax 
would  be  not  to  increase  drunkenness  nor 
to  encourage  intemperance,  bat  rather  by 
substituting  a  good  and  a  wholesome,  for 
a  bad,  an  adulterated,  and  a  deletwious 
drink,  to  induce  the  people  to  obtain  beer 
by  brewing  it  tfaemselvea,  and  drinking  it 
with  their  ImiliM  in  theiry«wn  bonM  ii^ 
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Btead  of  going  into  piiblio-honses  and  mix- 
ing with  bad  oompanioas,  and  indulging  in 
habita  of  intemperance,  and  at  last  of 
crime.  I  have  now  done  ;  bat  let  me  say  a 
word  or  two  before  I  sit  down  in  reference 
to  the  poeition  of  Ireland  and  Scotland  in 
relation  to  this  sobjeot.  I  own  I  heard 
with  much  surpriie  in  a  former  debate  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Bioheqaer  appeal  to  the 
Hembora  for  Ireland  and  Seotland  in  an 
argmuent  to  this  effioet — that  H  wonld  be 
nnfiur  to  take  off  this  tax  becaase  H  would 
only  bene6t  the  people  of  England,  bat 
would  eonfer  no  advantage  upon  IreUnd  or 
Scotland.  Well,  Sir,  if  it  were  so,  if  it  were 
trae  that  the  remtsaion  of  this  tax  would 
eonfer  benefit  only  on  England,  ii  it  pos- 
sible that  the  Members  for  Ireland  and 
Scotland  would  refuse  to  assist  us  in  re- 
moViog  fi'om  ourselves,  their  fellow-coun- 
trymen, the  burden  of  an  onjuat  and  galling 
tax,  because  they  happen  for  the  moment 
to.be  free  from  its  weight  and  pressure? 
No,  Sir,  I  am  satisfied  that  no  such 
argument  will  have  the  slightest  effect 
npon  the  minds  of  just  and  conscientious 
men  from  whatever  country  they  may 
come.  Bat  I  deny  the  fact  m  toto.  I 
take  issue  upon  it ;  and  I  say  that  the 
removal  of  this  impost  woiud  greatly 
benefit  both  Ireland  and  Scotland.  I  say 
that  there  is  a  long  line  of  the  coast  of 
Ireland  on  which  inferior  barley,  if  not  the 
best,  could  be  grown  in  great  quantities. 
Such  barley  could  then  be  easily  converted 
into  malt  and  used  for  the  feeding  of 
cattle.  I  maintain,  therefore,  that  the 
abolition  of  the  Malt  Tax  would  indirectly 
confer  upon  Ireland  a  great  advantage— 
such  an  advantage  as  might  afford  some 
oompensation  for  the  mortal  injury  which 
the  people  of  that  country  sustained  by  the 
repeal  nf  the  Corn  Laws.  I  am,  therefore, 
much  surprised  to  hear  the  Cbnneellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  or  any  other  Member  of 
this  House,  assert  that  the  abolition  of 
this  tax  would  prove  beneficial  only  to  this 
porUon  of  the  United  Ein^om.  I  have 
received  oommanieations  from  many  parts 
of  Seotland,  not  only  from  farmers  bnt 
from  persons  in  other  occupations,  and 
they  all  agree  that  it  would  be  a  great 
benefit  to  Scotland  if  you  could  encourage 
the  consumption  of  cheap  beer  and  dimi- 
nish the  consumption  of  raw  spirits.  Here, 
then,  I  take  my  stand.  I  ass  the  Chan- 
eellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  explain  to  the 
Honse  why  it  is  that  this  tax  on  malt,  an 
article  of  British  produce,  of  British  ma- 
nufacture, and  of  general  consnaiptioa— 


a  tax  which  presses  most  heavily  upon 
the  middle  and  the  labouring  classes,  upon 
those  least  able  to  bear  the  burden  of  any 
taxation  whatever— a  tax  involving  high 
moral  and  social  as  well  as  political  and 
financial  considerations — I  ask,  why  shonld 
this  tax  be  left  standing  by  itself  amidst 
more  than  800  of  other  taxes  reduced  or 
repealed,  this  tax,  and  thia  alcmOt  not  only 
unrepealed,  but  nndiminished  ?  I  know 
that  i  do  not  contend  on  equal  terms  with 
the  right  hon.  Gmtleman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Excheqaer.  His  eloquenee  may  be 
applauded,  and  his  measnrea  suppwted,  if 
not  altogether  approved  by  a  majority  of 
this  House.  He  may  turn  a  deaf  ear  now 
to  the  voices  of  those  classes  who  cannot 
make  themselves  heard  in  this  House, 
where,  alas,  tbey  are  outnumbered  and 
borne  down.  But  I  tell  him  that  this  state 
of  things  cannot  last.  It  is  with  the  culti- 
vators of  the  land,  and  with  a  great  number 
of  the  consumers  of  beer,  as  it  was  with  the 
paper-makers  and  others  who  have  become 
the  victims  of  a  course  of  legislation  which, 
though  I  do  not  deny  that  it  has  conferred 
considerable  benefits  on  numerons  classes, 
has  also  inflicted,  deep  and  permanent  in- 
jury on  others.  These,  the  anfferers,  may 
indeed  yield  in  becoming,  though  not  un- 
complaining aabmiasion,  to  thedensions  of 
this  Honse,  but  they  will  feel,  until  their 
grievances  are  redressed,  that  they  have 
not  had  equal  justice,  with  other  classes 
of  the  community,  at  the  hands  of  the 
Legislature.  The  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber concluded  by  moving  his  Resolution. 

Sm  BULWER  LYTTON :  Sir,  I  rise 
to  second  the  Motion  of  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend.  In  his  able  and  exhaustive  speech 
be  did  not  exaggerate  the  importance  at- 
Uched  to  the  relief  from  the  Mait  Tax  by 
the  great  body  of  agricultural  producers  | 
and  the  amount  of  the  tax,  which,  no 
doubt,  seems  to  man^  Gentlemen  the  strong 
reason  fbr  retaining  it,  seems  to  the  farmers 
the  strongest  argument  in  favour  of  ita 
repeal.  What  the  farmers  say  is  this,' 
"  When  you  tell  us  that  this  tax  produces 
£6.000,000  a  year,  you  only  bring  more 
vividly  before  our  ejes  the  extent  to  which 
we  are  defrauded  in  the  fair  exercise  of  our 
industry  and  skill.  Here  you  call  in  free 
trade  iu  order  to  compel  us  to  vie  with  the 
corn-growers  throughout  the  world,  and 
when  in  this  struggle  we  turn  to  that  crop 
on  which  we  ought  most  to  rely,  because 
in  that  crop  we  are  most  a  match  for  the 
forngner,  year  free  trade  resolves  itaelf 
into  a  tax  oif  £6,000,000  on  our  raw  ma- 
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terial ;  and  yoa  nwke  the  verjr  amoont  of 
the  tpolUtioa  the  reason  wbj  we  should 
■nhmit  to  be  deepinled."  But  it  is  not 
onlj  agiUsst  the  free  enltiTatioo  of  barley 
that  the  tf  z  militates.  Its  tendency  must 
bet  more  or  less,  to  derange  the  natural 
poeeu  of  agrieultore  in  the  unfettered 
■electien  of  erope.  Agriculture  U  a  eonrse 
of  tillage  wftmi  over  a  eertun  BM-ies  of 
^ears  in  a  oertain  rotation  of  crops ;  and 
in  that  year  in  which  the  fanner  would 
and  ought  to  sow  hsrley,  our  common- 
sense  must  tell  us  that  the  preeenoe  of 
this  tax  at  once  obtrudes  itself  on  the  con- 
sideration of  his  choiee,  and  will  often  io- 
duee  him  to  select  another  crop  more  ei- 
hausthig  to  the  land,  leas  appropriate  to  a 
judicious  place  in  the  regular  course  of  his 
husbandry,  and  leas  lucratire  than  barley 
would  be  if  barley  were  left  free  from  the 
ezeisemui.  You  cannot,  tiiereforct  won- 
der to  find  many  farmers  declaring,  at  the 
various  meetings  which  have  been  held  on 
thia  subject,  that  they  will  not  grow  a 
Inshel  of  malt  so  long  as  the  tu  lasta. 
And  if  the  tax  thus  detera  farmers  from 
seleoting  a  barley  crop  even  in  tiie  barley - 
growing  dtstriets,  bow  much  more  will  it 
tend  to  prevent  the  iotroduetimi  of  that 
crop  in  other  parts  of  these  kingdoms  to 
which  it  would  be  invaluable  as  an  article 
of  cattle  food,  if  it  were  not  frightened 
away  by  a  duty  of  21i.  8d.  a  quarter? 
Thus  by  the  positive  disoooragement  yoo 
give  to  a  crop  in  which  England  natu- 
rally excels  every  other  nation,  you  ex- 
clude it  altogether  from  many  soils  to 
wbioh  it  would  be  well  adapted,  and  you 
stint  the  whole  agricultural  wealth  of  the 
•mmtry  to  a  far  greater  amount  than  the 
reveone  benefits  by  so  misehievous  ft  tax 
open  a  raw  material.  The  question  be* 
eomea  still  more  important  as  to  the  opera* 
tion  (tf  the  tax,  not  only  agunst  the  far- 
mw,  but  against  every  class  of  eonsumer, 
and  against  the  elemuitary  souree  of  na- 
tional wealth,  which  consists  in  the  fertility 
of  the  soil,  when  yon  consider  its  injurious 
effect  upon  the  quantity  of  stock  kept. 
For  stock  implies  two  things— "first,  meat 
to  the  eonsumer  ;  secondly,  manure  to  the 
aeil.  Whatever  tends  to  restrict  the  quan- 
tity of  stock  kept  tends  to  make  meat  less 
plentiful  and  of  higher  price,  and  tends 
also  to  rob  the  land  of  the  manure  neees- 
lary  for  its  nourishment.  If  you  have  no 
stock,  you  have  no  farmyard  \ump.  If  yea 
have  no  farmyard  heap,  yon  have  no  gub* 
rantee  for  the  permanent  aad  contiauous 
fertility  of  the  soil.    Attifieial  mauBM 


are  like  doctor's  drugs — tbey  naj  do  fl^ra*t 
good  for  a  time,  thi^  aet  aa  restentivea  or 
alteratives ;  but  they  can  no  more  aoper^ 
sede  the  neoesiity  for  the  natural  mannra 
of  the  farmyard  he^i  than  doctor's  druga 
can  aupersede  the  neceasity  for  food.  Tbtt 
farmyard  heap  is  the  food  of  the  soil,  ud 
ootiiing  can  auf^ly  its  place.  Nov,  let 
me  ask  any  of  those  diatinnished  jwa^ieal 
agrienUnralista,  of  whom  were  are  so  maaj 
in  this  House,  if  I  am  not  right  when  I 
say  that  just  in  proportion  as,  since  the 
repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws,  successful  farm- 
ing has  ceased  to  depend  upon  the  price  tA. 
corn,  it  ought  to  depend  upon  the  increased 
cultivation  and  keep  of  stock  f  And  yet, 
I  ask  again,  can  there  be  a  greater  dia- 
eouragement  to  the  increase  of  stock  than 
a  law  which  restricts  the  farmer  in  the 
growth  of  his  own  food  for  it  ?  And  what 
kind  of  food  f  Why,  precisely  that  which 
can  be  grown  npon  almost  any  soil.  There- 
fore, this  tax,  which  some  consider  only 
the  grievance  of  the  farmer,  and  others 
ridicule  as  a  mere  question  of  beer,  i^Matei 
against  every  eonsUtnent  you  have  in  towne 
or  boroughs,  because,  by  discooragiiu;  stock, 
it  raieee  the  priee  of  meat,  uid  b^  defrMul- 
ing  the  soil  of  the  manure  wlueh  is  its  nest 
lasting  fertiliier,  there  is  nothing  that  the 
soil  can  yield  wbioh  it  does  not  render 
dearer,  while  it  diminishes  the  taxable 
wealth  of  the  whide  community.  But  the 
Board  of  Trade  has  issued  a  Report  on  the 
eve  of  this  debate  which,  io  common  faimeas 
to  Members,  who  in  questions  of  practical 
detail  naturally  desire  time  to  confer  with 
practical  authorities,  it  ought  to  h*ve  ia- 
sued  some  weeks  ago,  containing  an  aeeonnt 
of  a  course  of  experiments  on  cattle  food ; 
by  which  Report  it  is  made  to  appear  that 
Iwrley  unmalted  gives  more  weight  to  cat- 
tle aad  mora  muk  to  cowa  than  barley 
malted  i  uid  thus,  it  is  contended  1^  a 
powerful  daily  journal,  that  one  main  ar- 
gument for  the  repeal  of  the  tax  ii  da- 
stroyed.  That  tiiose  experimwts  wett 
made  fairly  the  name  of  Mr.  Lawea  is  to  ma 
a  sufficient  guarantee.  As  a  Hertfordshire 
man,  I  am  too  proud  of  the  fame  of  that 
eminent  chymist  to  disparage  his  autiiority. 
But  Mr.  liswes,  were  he  here,  would  agree 
with  me  when  I  say  that  the  whole  history 
of  i^ysiological  science  shows  how  little 
faith  is  to  be  placed  in  any  preliminary 
course  of  physiological  experimental  or 
even  in  a  seeood  or  third  course — howavar 
plausible  they  may  be.  For  instance,  a 
series  of  experinenta  was  made  on  the 
transfnsian  «  new  Uaod  into  diseased  mb- 
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jecto,  wbioh  appeared  at  fint  so  triumph- 
antlj  suooessful  tbat  it  created  a  profound 
V^sation  througboot  Europe,  ^reryvhere 
■Medical  meit  adopted  tbe  practice,  but  the 
result  so  npset  the  theory  founded  od  these 
ezperiments,  and  caased  so  many  sudden 
ind  violent  deaths,  that  the  Parliameot  of 
Paris  actually  declared  the  transfusion  of 
Uopd  to  be  oriminalt  where  it  waa  not 
formfdly  ai)tl|orised  by  the  medical  faculty. 
The  inventor,  despite  the  uuquettioaed 
Miccess  of  hie  early  ezperimeDta,  was  seat 
into  hanisfament,  and  the  whole  system  fell 
into  discredit  till  rerired  in  our  day  and 
placed  on  a  sdentifio  basis.  But  how  ? 
Why,  by  allowing  that  the  first  process  of 
experiments,  though  apparently  so  suc- 
cessful, was  altogether  based  upon  an  er- 
roneous principle,  that  tbe  subsequent 
course  was  equally  fallacious,  because  ad- 
hering to  tbe  same  error  of  principle,  and 
showing  by  experiments  founded  on  a 
principle  before  unaoknowledged,  and  now 
generally  recognized  as  sound,  where  and 
now  the  process  may  be  beueficial  and 
where  it  most  be  &tal.  But  in  the 
whole  history  of  experiment*  nothing  has 
reqaired  so  many  repetitions,  and  iuder> 
gone  such  revisions  of  s^nentifie  opinion,  aa 
experlmeats  analogous  to  those  of  tbe  Board 
of  Trade  which  have  been  made  upon  tbe 
relative  merits  of  articles  of  nutrition.  Here 
the  deductions  drawn  from  the  first  course 
of  ezpei-imeots,  made  by  the  ablest  aathori- 
ties,  have  been  almost  invariably  disproved 
by  a  second  course  of  experiments,  and  the 
second  disproved  by  a  third  ;  and  to  this 
day  tbe  whole  subject  is  one  of  the  moat 
complicated  and  mysterious  in  which  rival 
physiologists  can  engage.  I  think  tbat 
one  of  the  last  of  these  inquiries  on 
the  merit  of  co,mparative  articles  of  nutri- 
ment made  by  the  physiologists  of  tbe  con- 
tinent waa  whether,  according  to  scientific 
experiments  conducted  on  principles  of  se- 
lection ezact^  similar  to  those  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Trade,  only  selecting  varieties 
(rf  men  instead  of  varieties  in  tiie  inferior 
animola,  more  nutrition  was  contained  in 
the  roast  heef  of  Old  England  or  in  the 
boiled  leg  of  a  donkey.  I  believe  the 
first  experiments  were  in  favour  of  donkey, 
but  I  am  now  assured  that,  on  second 
thoughts,  sound  philosophers  give  the  pre- 
ference to  beef.  Sure  I  am,  however,  that 
if  the  raw  material  of  donkey  yielded  to  tbe 
revenue  £6.000.000  a  year,  a  Board  of 
Trade  woidd  never  be  at  a  loss  to  find  a 
preliminary  abstract  report  to  justify  its 
predilection  for  donkeys.   Therefor^  Sir, 


with  all  respect  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  I 
object  to  take  their  Report  ^s  in  «ny  way 
settling  the  question.  We  are  pot  to 
suppose  that  during  all  these  yeftra  farmr 
ers  themselves  had  not  been  testing  the 
relative  merits  of  barley  and  malt  as  cat- 
tle food,  with  every  indueement  to  prefer 
barley  because  it  ia  untaxed.  Number- 
less persons  have  made  then  ei^wrimenti. 
I  wiU  single  one,  because  he  is  as  high 
an  anthonty  aa  even  Ur.  Lawes  on  tnia 
sulgeet— Mr.  Booth,  of  Gatteriek,  Tork- 
shire— who,  as  the  largest  stock-breeder 
in  England,  and  perhaps,  in  tbe  world, 
has  tried  both  barley  and  malt  in  every 
conceivable  combination,  and  found  that 
though  barley  might  require  to  be  very 
slightly  steeped,  it  must  he  steeped  enough 
to  be  chargeable  to  tbe  tax  in  order  to 
be  of  general  advantage,  and  in  that 
case  he  would  have  given  it  the  most  im- 
portant place  ia  cattle  food,  if  the  tax  did 
not  render  it  too  expeuaive.  Thus,  I  am 
quite  sure  tbat  we  shall  shortly  hear  from 
numbers  of  persons  of  uoqueationable  au- 
thority, that  the  result  of  their  experience 
is  totally  at  variance  with  the  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Trade.  Bnt  we  wul  noir 
assume,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the 
Report  establishes  the  not  at  which  it 
aims,  and  even  then  it  will  not  affect,  ex- 
cept to  strengthen,  our  proposition  that 
the  If  alt  Tax  operates  against  the  increase 
of  stock.  And  for  this  reason,  asauming 
that  unmalted  barley  is  better  than  malted 
barley  for  tiie  food  of  cattle,  still  it  will 
be  the  iDferior  barleys  devoted  to  that  ob- 
ject. But  the  Malt  Tax,  as  the  leading 
journal  I  have  before  referred  to  allows,  is 
a  fine  on  tbe  inferior  barleys,  and  a  fine 
which  the  same  authority  admits  is  suffi- 
cient to  discourage  the  sowing  of  inferior 
barley — that  is,  to  discourage  the  growth 
of  cattle  food  in  barley,  whether  it  be 
malted  or  unmalted.  My  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Ezehequer,  whose 
faith  in  the  legitimate  laws  of  competition, 
and  whose  vast  information  on  all  subjects 
belonging  to  philosophical  inquiry  must 
make  htm,  at  heart,  somewhat  sceptical 
as  to  the  value  of  those  experiments  on 
which  tbe  Board  of  Trade  seem  to  reply, 
saw  tbat  in  the  application  of  malted  bar- 
ley to  cattle  food  there  was  au  argument 
with  which  it  was  difficult  to  cope;  anti, 
therefore,  in  his  Bill  of  last  year,  ho 
attempted  to  encourage  the  experiment  of 
malting  barley  exclusively  for  tbe  purpose 
of  cattle  food.  I  wish  to  do  tbe  amplest 
justice  to  tbe  enlightened  consideration 
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for  the  interests  of  the  meat  consumer — 
in  other  words,  for  the  whole  population 
of  England — which  ia  OTinced  by  the  in- 
tentioQ  of  his  Bill.  Bnt  X  am  aure  that 
his  candonr  will  at  once  allow  that  the 
effect  of  that  Bill  must  he  extremely  par- 
tial. I  am  ready  to  concede,  for  the  sake 
of  argument,  that  it  has  done  more  good 
than  is  generally  supposed ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  must  be  qmte  dear  to  him 
—it  must  he  quite  dear  to  erery  man  of 
sense — that  only  a  very  small  number  of 
farmers  and  atookkeepers  will  attempt  the 
ezperimeot  of  malting  for  cattle  food,  with 
all  the  Tezations  restrictions  heaped  upon 
the  experiment,  with  aU  their  jealous  dislike 
of  the  ezoiseman,  with  all  their  natural  and 
ezousahle  desire  not  to  eo-operate  in  asust- 
ing  a  contriranee  by  which  the  tax  itself  is 
to  be  retained— a  very  small  nnmber,  in- 
deed, compared  with  those  who  would  grow 
barley  for  the  sake  of  malting  if  malt  were 
fr<Be  from  duty  and  they  could  count  on 
the  double  profit  of  malting,  both  for  the 
food  of  cattle  and  the  drink  of  man.  And 
out  of  that  great  increase  in  the  quantity 
of  malted  barley  the  larger  part  would 
necessarily  go  to  the  food  of  cattle,  because 
that  is  the  proper  destination  of  the  inferior 
barleya  which  at  this  moment  are  almost  a 
drug  in  the  market.  But,  apart  from  the 
direct  application  of  malt  to  cattle  food, 
and  apart  from  the  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  regarding  only  the  application 
of  malt  to  the  popiHar  bereraffe  of  malt 
liqnora,  the  repeal  of  the  Utdt  Tax  wonld 
ineritably  tend  to  the  increase  of  the  quan- 
tity of  stock  kept.  For  malt  so  applied, 
if  free  from  duty,  would  be  a  new  and 
large  item  of  profit  to  the  farmer;  it  would 
thus  increase  the  general  farming  capital, 
and  that  increase  of  capital  would  find  its 
natural,  because  its  most  profitable,  rent 
in  the  increase  of  stock  ;  while,  if  the 
working-class  paid  less  for  their  beer  than 
they  do  now,  they  would  of  course  have 
more  to  spend  upon  butchers*  meat;  and 
thus  there  would  be  at  once  created  an 
additional  supply  of,  and  demand  for,  that 
main  article  of  human  food — meat,  all 
tending  to  the  encouragement  of  keeping 
stookt  and  by  the  muiure  produced  from 
the  stock  an  tending  to  the  increased  fer- 
tility of  our  soil,  eren  for  wheat  crops,  and, 
therefore,  all  tending  to  the  cheapening  of 
bread  itself.  For  it.  ia  clear  that  the 
manure  which  the  former  would  obtain  by 
growing  untaxed  barley  he  would  devote 
to  the  land  which  is  to  grow  untaxed  wheat. 
Ia  it  not  a  strange  anomaly  that  yon  should 
Sir  Bukm  L^tUm 


say  to  tli6  brted  producer,  "You  must 
give  08  the  cheapest  bread  which  nnlimrted 
competition  with  foreign  countries  can 
secure;"  and  then  inflict  on  the  bread 
grower  a  tax  which  directly  frustrates  your 
object  of  cheap  bread  ;  because  it  mulcts 
the  capital  by  which  the  bread  crops  are 
produced  at  home,  and  cheats  the  land 
of  the  nourishment  which  the  bread  crops 
require  ?  If  this  tax  raises  ^£6,000,000  a 
year  from  the  raw  material  of  the  agricnl- 
turist,  what  is  it  but  £6.000,000  withdrawn 
from  one  of  the  most  reproductive  sources 
of  the  wealth  of  the  nation  ?  I  ask,  then, 
is  not  this  relief  essential  to  the  consum- 
mation of  free  trade  f  Is  it  not  the  fwr 
demand  of  aktlled  lahonr  to  be  free  from 
a  tax  upon  the  raw  material  ?  And  if  yon 
wish  that  raw  material  to  be  worked  up  so 
as  to  contribute  a  fair  benefit  to  the  con- 
sumer, do  you  suppose  that  you  can  offset 
that  object  by  the  partial  experiment  of  a 
handful  of  maltsters  with  the  exciseman  at 
their  backs,  and  all  the  complicated  ma- 
chinery by  which  malt  may  be  rendered 
unfit  for  the  u'se  of  man  ?  No;  you  can 
only  effect  your  object  in  the  common- 
sense  natural  way,  by  the  unshackled  com- 
petition of  the  ealtivators  of  the  soil,  bj 
whose  skill,  industry,  capital,  and  labour, 
the  raw  material  of  the  soil  is  to  be  raised 
and  increased.  Now,  there  has  been  a 
strange  attempt  to  prejudice  the  true  merita 
of  this  question  by  narrowing  them  to  the 
mere  effect  of  the  tax  upw  malt  liquon. 
But,  i^uite  apart  from  that  article  of  eon- 
sumption,  I  think  I  bare  shown  that  the 
tax  affects  the  price  of  meat  and  of  bread; 
that  it  affects  the  productive  fertility  of  the 
soil,  and  therefore,  of  course,  everything 
which  the  soil  produces.  But  its  effect 
on  malt  liquor  is  not  a  thing  to  be  ridiculed. 
First,  as  to  quality.  I  bring  no  charge 
against  respectable  brewers.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  they  adulterate  beer  by  any  de- 
leterious ingredients.  But  it  is  not  from 
the  respectable  brewers  that  the  workmen 
get  their  beer.  The  beer  of  the  working- 
class  is  bought  retail,  and  we  are  told  by 
an  eminent  chymist  that  the  beer  retailed 
to  the  working  claas  ia  agreeably  com- 
pounded of  quassia,  wormwood,  and  coca- 
Ins  indicuB,  which  last  has  the  spemal 
advantage  of  being  a  poison  that  msureu 
speedy  intoxication.  So  here  I  grant  th«t 
yon  may  say  to  the  working  man,  **  It  is  true 
that  the  tax  raises  the  prices  of  your  beer, 
hot  then  it  gives  you  these  two  blessings 
in  return — it  accelerates  the  stapefaetion 
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(ton  of  this  mortal  life."  Seoondlj,  as  to 
the  effect  of  the  dutjr  oo  the  price  of  malt 
liquors.  I  shall  not  hero  attempt  to  add 
anything  to  the  calculations  of  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend.  Whether  it  only  tax 
a  quart  of  malt  liquor  at  12^  per  cent,  as 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  assures  us,  or,  as  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  contends,  50  per  cent, 
that  is  a  matter  which  I  leave  entirely  to 
those  more  competent  khan  myself  to  deal 
with.  I  may,  iadeed,  think  it  strange  that 
malt  liquor  ii  only  taied  12|  per  cent, 
when  the  malt  whidi  wib  in  the  innocence 
of  our  hearU  astnme  to  be  its  principle 
ingredient  is  taied  70  per  cent ;  bat  I  am 
old  eoougb  to  know  that  there  ia  no  cou- 

i'uring  trick  equal  to  that  of  figures  in  the 
lands  of  a  clerer  Minister.  I  am  content- 
ed to  take  my  stand  on  the  simple  certainty, 
which  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
is  the  last  man  to  dispute — namely,  that 
according  to  the  law  of  competition,  which 
affects  the  operations  of  trade,  the  repeal 
of  the  Halt  Tax  would  give  to  the  consumer 
of  malt  liquor  his  most  probable  chance  of 
haying  the  best  qnality  at  the  lowest  price, 
and  while  the  tai  lasts  he  certainly  has 
neither.  But  permit  me  to  add  that  I 
think  it  would  be  difficolt  to  persuade  the 
working  man  that  yoa  apply  yoar  legisla- 
tion fairly  to  lum  when,  ia  tne  name  of 
free  trade,  yoa  so  largely  reduce  yoar 
duties  oa  the  bererage  of  the  rich,  and 
then,  in  the  name  of  the  re?enoe,  refuse 
all  mitigation  of  a  tax  on  the  beverage  of 
the  poor— taking  such  special  pains  that 
the  working  man  shall  not  haTO  the  best 
drink  at  the  lowest  price  that  your  last 
legislation  on  the  subject  exhausts  the 
ingenuity  of  mechanicians  in  order  to 
exclude  the  man  from  the  adrantage  you 
are  willing  to  give  to  a  cow  or  a  pig.  But, 
Sir,  the  Halt  Tax  is  entitled  to  our  first 
consideration,  not  only  for  the  reasons  I 
have  stated,  but  because  it  now  stands  pro* 
minentty  foremost  among  the  objects  for 
which  the  income  tax  was  first  imposed. 
What  the  farmers  feel  and  say  is  this, 
**  Tou  have  levied  an  income  tax  of  which 
we  pay*  a  share,  for  the  avowed  object  of 
eetablishiog  frM  trade  as  tiie  mainspriDg 
of  all  fiaeal  legislation.  Availing  yonr- 
sdvee  of  this  mighty  iastrament,  yon 
have  given  relief  to  other  classes  of  the 
oommonity  in  the  taxes  or  daties  by 
which  their  energies  were  most  crippled, 
or  of  which  their  complaints  were  most 
lond ;  but,  all  alone,  we  agriculturalists 
have  been  thrust  out  of  the  pda  oi  your 
TOL.  OLXXYU.   [iHZBD  anzn.] 


benignant  consideration.  The  exciseman 
stands  between  us  and  the  free  culture  of 
our  soil,  just  as  he  stood  before  fne  trade 
was  an  experiment  tried  upon  ourselves, 
or  the  income  tax  drew  from  our  pockets 
monies  which  have  gone  to  the  relief  of 
others.  You  have  conceded  to  fellow- 
sufferers  far  less  numerous  than  we  are  all 
those  arguments  against  the  principle  of 
excise  duties  to  which  you  turn  a  deaf  ear 
when  they  are  urged  by  us.  Bricks  and 
soaps  and  paper  have  all  had  priority  over 
our  complaints.  Bat  we  now  ask— and  !• 
it  too  much  to  ask  f — (hat  the  income  tax 
shall  complete  i(s  object,  and  give  us,  how- 
ever tutlily,  some  share  of  the  relief  which 
our  contributions  to  that  income  tax  have 
BO  largely  assisted  to  give  to  all  industrial  oc- 
cupations except  our  own?"  "  Oh,"  but  it 
is  said,  "  we  do  not  dispute  the  justice  of 
your  demand,  but  then  your  grievance  is 
so  lucrative  to  the  Exchequer.  How  can 
you  expect  us  to  repeal  alt  at  once  a  duty 
that  yields  £6,000.000  a  year?  A  mere 
reduction  would  not  satisfy  (he  agitators, 
and  would  not  get  rid  of  the  exciseman." 
And  finally,  reasoners  of  this  kind  sum  up 
by  saying.  "  Since  we  cannot  give  you  all, 
we  will  nve  yoa  nothing."  But  is  that 
the  way  iUformers  ded  with  reforms  ?  or 
ti  it  in  that  way  we  are  **  to  rest  and  be 
thaokfnl  f "  Wliy,  every  abuse  would  last 
to  the  eod  of  time  if  ooe  party  did  not 
coneede  a  something  and  the  other  party 
accrot  a  something  as  an  instalment  of  the 
whole  demand.  Do  not  forget  that  in  this 
very  temperate  Motion  we  do  not  ask  you 
to  take  off  the  whole  tax  all  at  once.  We 
only  ask  you  to  begin  to  take  it  off  by  any 
instalment  you  have  to  spare,  and  continue 
to  beams  in  mind  whenever  you  can  take  off 
old  taxes  without  imposing  new  ones.  I 
do  not  deny  that  I  desire  and  that  I  argue 
for  the  ultimate  and  total  repeal  of  this  tax; 
but  I  say  this  on  behalf  of  our  friends  the 
farmers,  that  they  are  like  other  English- 
men— show  them  that  you  are  in  earnest 
to  redress  their  grievance,  and  they,  iu 
turn,  will  have  confidenoe  in  you  as  to  the 
mode  and  manner  of  doing  so,  without  too 
sudden  a  derangement  of  your  finaooial 
operations ;  but  do  not  dismiss  them  by 
the  mockery  of  saying,  "  Since  we  eannot 
at  once  give  you  complete  justice,  we  will 
give  you  no  justice  at  1^1.  Instead  of  justice 
we  give  you  a  Report  from  the  Board  of 
Trade."  I  earnestly  entreat  hon.  Gentle- 
men on  both  sides  of  the  House  to  regard 
this  question  with  that  fairness  and  free- 
dom  from  pr^«dioe^w^^^I@^^|^ 
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thor  nfttnral  deiira  upon  all  matten  that 
affect  tha  general  intereati  of  tbe  commo- 
nitj.  Do  not  be  luaesed  agaiut  the  llotioa 
bawnM  it  emanatei  from  these  Benohee ; 
do  not  saffisr  it  to  become  a  party  qoestion; 
and  do  not  regard  it  sk  a  mere  farmers' 
qaestion,  on  which  you  hare  no  interest  if 
ikmiers  are  not  your  constituents.  It  is 
one  of  those  instances  in  which  the  griev- 
anoe  of  the  producer  is  the  wrong  of  tbe 
consumer.  And,  indeed,  if  I  bsTe  proved 
to  you  how  tbe  tax  raises  the  price  of 
meat,  meat  is  much  more  ooosnroed  by 

J roar  constitaents  in  towns  than  by  oor 
abonrers  in  tbo  counties.  And  now,  as 
to  tbe  amount  of  the  tax.  Is  it  really  so 
great  a  difficulty  if  you  will  but  grapple 
with  it  ?  Tbe  Chanoetlor  of  the  Exchequer 
told  us  lost  year,  on  introducing  his  Bod- 
get,  that  since  1860-1  the  real  diminution 
in  our  taxation  had  been  ^£6.668,000. 
That  is  within  three  years  above  £500,000 
more  than  tbe  proceeds  of  this  Halt  Tax 
wbieb,  we  are  now  told,  is  protected  from 
even  an  approach  by  the  sanctity  of  its 
colossal  injustice  I  Bat  you  say  that  ap- 
proaoh  cannot  be  made  with  safety  to  tbe 
revenue.  Tet  so  safely  to  the  revenue 
did  yoa  sweep  away  more  than  six  millions 
and  a  half  of  taxes  on  industry  in  three 
years  that  last  year  yon  bad  two  millions 
and  a  half  again  to  give  away,  and  this  year 
I  believe  you  have  much  the  same.  All 
theie  |;rMt  reliefs  were  effected  because  you 
were  in  earnest  to  effect  them  while  you 
could  avail  yoDrselves  of  the  income  tax. 
Be  only  asMmest  to  complete,  by  this  relief, 
the  ol^eets  of  that  income  tax,  and  ways 
and  means  will  be  feond  in  this  ease,  as 
they  have  been  found  in  others,  in  which  a 
relief  to  the  national  industry  has  proved  to 
be  the  readiest  means  to  inorease  tbe  na- 
tional income.  I  have  always  said  of  this 
House  of  Commons,  in  which  it  is  more 
than  thirty  yean  since  I  first  had  tbe 
honour  of  a  seat,  that  there  has  never 
heeo  a  popular  Assembly,  on  the  whole, 
so  alive  to  the  principles  of  political  honour, 
nor  an  aristooratie  Assembly,  on  the  whole, 
more  desirous  of  doing  equal  justice  be- 
tween man  and  man ;  and  it  is  from  a 
respectfal  but  profoond  conviotion  that 
neither  according  to  honour  nor  to  justice 
yon  osn  play  fast  and  loose  with  those 
professions  and  pledgee  in  free  trade 
which  make  the  repeal  of  tbe  Ualt  Tax 
the  legieal  and  inevitaUe  eenaeqnenee  of 
tiie  Cora  Law,  that  I  entreat  yen  not  to 
reject  tbe  Motion  of  my  boa.  and  kanied 
Fnend. 

iStr  Sulwr  Lj/ttm 


notion  mad^  and  Qoeetion  pnqpoeed, 
"That  hi  oajr  fitters  raadsdoD  of  IndirsstTaxi^ 

tioo,  this  House  ahoold  take  into  ootiaideration  tbe 
Duty  on  Malt,  witb  a  Ti«w  to  its  early  redootion 
and  ultimate  repeal."— {.Sir  FiuRoy  S^.) 

Ha.  NEATE  rose  to  move  the  ftrilowing 
Amendment  to  tbe  Motion  :— 

*'  That,  eonnderinff  the  immunities  from  taxa- 
tion now  enjoyed  bj  tbe  ovnera  and  oeoi^ara  of 
land,  they  are  not  entitled  to  any  speeial  oonaider- 
aUoa  OD  aeeoant  of  tbe  peouniaty  prasanre  or  the 
Malt  Tax ;  and  that,  if,  on  other  grounds,  that 
tax  should  be  rednoed  or  abolished,  compensation 
to  the  Revenne  ahoold  be  aonght,  in  the  Brst 
iostanoe,  by  withdrawing  from  landed  property 
tlte  advantage  it  now  has  over  other  property  in 
the  shape  or  total  exemption  from  Probate  Duty 
and  paraal  exempHen  mm  Soooession  Dn^  and 
IneomeTaz." 

He  said,  be  was  aw«re  that  there  was 
something  in  the  terms  of  hia  Amendment 
which,  in  the  eyes  of  manv  hon.  Memben, 
would  appear  to  be  in  the  nature  <tf  an 
audacious  paradox.  He  had  to  some  ex- 
tent incurred  the  reproach  of  ignorant  hos- 
tility to  the  landed  mterest,  and,  therefore, 
be  begged  to  observe  that  for  the  last 
twenty  years  he  bad  been  very  much  con- 
cerned with  tbe  management  of  landed 
property,  and  during  that  time  had  neg- 
leoted  no  opportunity  of  baring  personal 
intercourse  with  the  cultivators  of  land. 
He  had  given  a  greater  proof  of  bis  friendly 
attachment  to  tbe  cause  of  tbe  agrienltn- 
riats  than  almost  anyone  on  his  (the  Minis- 
terial) side  of  the  House.  There  was  ooe 
circumstance  which  he  would  name,  be* 
cause  by  way  of  friendly  intimidation  it 
bad  been  threatened  to  he  cited  against 
him  if  he  resumed  hia  opposition  on  tbia 
sabjeot.  He  once  vmte  a  pamphlet  in 
favoar  of  Froteetioni  and  he  was  not 
ashuned  to  own  it,  beoaase  he  did  so  with 
the  permission,  and,  to  some  extent,  with 
tbe  enoouragemmxt  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  (Mr.  Disraeli),  whom  he 
was  glad  to  see  in  his  place,  and  his  per- 
formance was  honoared  with  that  right 
hon.  Oentleman'e  emphatic  approval.  Tbe 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  began 
tbe  present  debate  insisted  principally  on 
the  claims  of  the  consumer.  That  was 
the  best  way  of  putting  the  matter  before 
tbe  House  ;  but  that  was  not  tbe  way  in 
which  it  would  go  before  tbe  hon.  and 
learned  Member's  constituents.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  tbe  real  character  of 
this  claim  was  not  that  of  being  a  elaim  on 
behalf  of  the  omnuDer,  but  it  was  in  reali^ 
a  dium  for  some  indefinite  pecuniary  ad- 
vantage. It  wae  meant  aa 
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tm  what  the  right  hon.  Baronat  who  lut 
■pok«  eonodved  to  be  past  injoriei,  and 
lome  oompenaation  for  past  otiIi.  There* 
fore,  it  WEB  very  releraet  to  ioqaire  what 
were  the  immanitiea  whieh  land  eDjojred, 
and  what  were  the  special  burdeoa  to  be 
set  agaiost  tbem.  In  some  minds  those 
burdens  were  so  multifarions  that  no  one 
knew  where  to  begin  with  them.  Some 
people  Uioaght  that  all  the  eipenses  inci- 
dent to  coDutrj  life  were  to  be  regarded 
as  burdens  to  be  taken  into  aoeoont  as 
gronnda  for  consideration  for  relief  from 
the  Bxeheqner.  Snbseriptiens  to  a  aohool 
or  hoepital*  and  eren  the  expenses  ineident 
to  attending  efannh  oftener  tlian  was  the 
oase  in  towfis»  were  regarded  by  some  as 
reasons  entitling  them  to  relief.  The  great 
local  burden  was.  of  eonrse,  the  Poor  Rate, 
and  it  was  argned  that  the  land  was  on- 
jostlj  used  hesause  stock-in-trade  was  not 
taxed  ;  hot  so  long  as  the  agrioultaral 
unions  wen  for  the  most  part  inhabited  by 
persona  oeoupying  land,  so  long  as  the 
principle  of  loeal  liability  and  assesBment 
proTsiled — and  he  hoped  it  would  prevail, 
for  he  saw  no  safety  in  any  other  principle 
—it  did  not  matter  one  sixpence  to  the 
agrienUnrists  whether  stock- in-trade  was 
taxed  or  not.  If  the  Poor  Rate  were  a 
national  rate,  then,  no  doubt,  the  oase 
might  be  diffiueot.  The  county  rate  con- 
tributed in  a  greater  degree  than  it  ought 
to  Imperial  purposes,  but  it  was  not  the 
luid  only  which  contributed.  A  large 
amount  was  pud  also  by  house  property 
in  the  soburba  of  borougba  and  in  market 
towns,  which  had  to  pay  borongh  rates 
besides.  It  was  said  that  the  Land  Tax 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  apetrial  burden 
on  land,  but  that  tax,  being  a  very  old  and 
settled  one,  beearae  no  tax  at  all.  When 
the  property  was  sold  it  was  taken  with 
the  estate  and  was  no  more  felt  as  a  tax 
than  tithe.  Towns  were  snbjeot  to  the 
Land  Tax,  although  the  contributions  of 
newly-built  ones  were  trifling.  London 
paid  ft  considerable  tax,  but  Lirerpool,  and 
all  new  towns,  paid  not  more  than  a  half- 
penny or  a  farthing  in  the  pound.  Bot  all 
these  new  towna  oontribnted  to  the  house 
tax,  whereaa  the  lightly  taxed  ptHrtsons  of 
the  land  oontribut^  an  ineredibly  small 
portion  of  the  tax.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  obtained  only  a  small  per  oent- 
age  from  agrioultoral  booses.  Of  the 
37,000,000  sores  of  land  in  this  ooatttry, 
not  less  than  25.000.000  were  of  a  eha- 
raoter  subject  to  cultivation.  Only  33,000 
bouaeswere  en  tiwt  knd,  ud  the  mmage 


amoant  they  were  rated  at  was  £24  ;  and 
justice  would  not  be  had  in  this  respect  so 
long  as  the  local  authorities  continued  to 
be  the  assessors.  Farm-honieseontribuled 
one-sixtieth  of  the  whole.  These  were  ra- 
ted at  £24  per  year ;  whilst  other  houses, 
including  the  residences  of  the  gentry, 
were  rated  at  an  average  of  £50  per  year. 
The  Committee  of  1846,  by  an  estimate  of 
Mr.  Pressly,  Surveyor  of  Stamps  and  Taxes, 
put  down  the  amoont  of  immunities  en- 
joyed by  the  landed  interest  in  respect  of 
fire  insurance,  horses,  dt^s,  dec.,  at  up- 
warda  of  £900,000.  They  would  not 
amount  to  that  now  ;  but  in  direct  and 
intentioniJ  immunity  Uiey  still  amounted 
to  £450.000.  He  now  came  to  the  souraea 
of  immunity  referred  to  in  his  Kotiee. 
Land  waa  formerly  exempted  from  probate 
duty  because  wills  devising  real  estate  only 
did  not  require  probate ;  the  reason  for 
the  exemption  had  now  ceased,  and  he 
hoped  that  one  of  the  taxes  to  be  suhsti- 
tnted  for  the  Halt  Tax.  if  it  waa  re- 

Clod,  would  be  a  probate  duty  upon 
1.  As  to  the  succession  doty  the  ex- 
emptions were  of  an  unaccountable  cha- 
racter. If  a  man  received  a  gift  of 
land  in  fee-umple»  ha  paid  do  more  than 
if  he  obtained  only  alifb  intereat ;  and  what 
waa  atiU  more  extraordinary  was  that 
while  landownera  wwa  allowed  to  pay 
the  duty  bj  annual  instalmaits,  if  they 
died  befora  they  bad  discharged  tba  fuU 
amount,  the  instalments  were  not  eharged 
Against  their  sucoessora.  How  eould  men 
have  the  audacity  to  pnt  forward  anoh 
preposterous  claims,  and  what  excuse  bad 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  yield- 
ing to  them,  except  the  necessity  for  sub- 
mitting to  the  predominance  of  an  interest 
against  which  and  without  which  no  Uinis- 
try  ooold  lire  for  a  day.  Another  advan- 
tage enjoyed  by  land  was  that  it  did  not 
pay  the  same  amoont  of  income  tax  as  was 
eharged  upon  other  propwty.  The  income 
tax  upon  land  bore  a  less  proportion  to  its 
capital  value  than  did  the  duty  levied  upon 
any  other  property.  He  knew  that  in 
making  this  statement  he  diffiared  from  the 
Cbanoellor  af  the  Exobequer.  That  right 
hon.  GenJeman  argued  that  if  the  inooma 
tax  Usted  for  ever,  it  made  no  difforenea 
whether  a  man  enjoyed  his  income  for  a 
ifhort  term  of  years  or  a  long  one,  and  that 
the  tax  would  in  either  case  bear  an  equal 
proportioo  to  the  value  of  the  property. 
He  had  endeavoured  to  see  the  foroe  of 
this  reasoning,  but  be  had  not  been  able 
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nmolila  the  nnuolfttioB  addmud  to  a 
man  who  wai  tnffiningiiBdw  an  niwxpeoted 
calamitT,  that  it  would  be  all  the  sama  a 
huDdred  yean  hence.  The  income  tax 
varied  in  amount,  and  the  advantage  de- 
rived fxovix  its  flactuationB  by  the  owners 
of  land,  was  greater  than  that  enjoyed  by 
any-other  class  of  tlie  community,  because 
the  capital  of  tfaeir  property  bore  a  greater 
proportion  to  the  income.  The  landed 
interest  actually  complained  of  the  great 
increase  of  the  capital  value  of  their  land, 
because  that  was  the  real  meaning  of  the 
statement  that  land  now  paid  only  2\  or  3 
per  eent.  The  value  of  land  had  increased 
above  everything,  and  their  real  eomplaint 
was  that  vhile  daring  the  last  twenty  years 
\\aat  rents  had  only  inereaaed  10  per  cent 
the  eapUal  valne  of  land  had  inorMsed  30 
per  oent.  The  tenant  flurmer  paid  dnty 
upon  only  one-half  of  his  ineome,  ftlthongh 
nnder  the  income  tax  of  Ur.  Pitt  he  paid 
apon  one-third.  This  was  justified  upon 
the  ground  that  all  tbat  he  paid  was  de- 
ducted from  the  rent,  and  that  therefore 
the  landlords  paid  an  income  tax  and  a 
half.  But  if  whatever  was  a  burden  to  the 
tenant  became  a  burden  upon  the  landlord, 
whatever  was  a  beoefit  to  the  tenant  must 
be  a  benefit  to  the  landlord ;  and  if  it  was 
true  that  men  engaged  in  the  oultivaUoD  of 
land  escaped  taxation  to  which  they  would 
be  liable  if  they  embarked  in  other  occa- 
patioDS,  the  result  would  be  that  the  land- 
lords paid  only  half  an  income  tax  instead 
of  an  income  tax  and  a  half.  He  admitted 
that  that  seemed  rather  a  labtle  argument 
and  be  had  only  arrived  at  it  hirns^  witli 
eootiderable  eare.  With  respect  to  the 
Halt  Tax,  what  was  the  burden  of  which 
they  complained  ?  That  harden  must  be 
exactly  oommensnrate  with  the  benefit  tbey 
expected  to  derive  from  its  repeal,  and  nitli 
the  increase  of  rent  tbey  would  obtain. 
As  the  farmers'  friend  he  asked  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  how  much  they  meant 
to  add  to  their  rent.  Perhaps  they  were 
not  prepared  to  tell  tbat  now,  hut  it  wsb 
to  be  hoped  that  tbey  would  tell  it  to  the 
farmer  on  the  hustings.  In  hia  own 
county  he  would  take  care  that  that  ques- 
tion should  be  asked.  Hou.  Qentlemen 
opposite  were  in  this  predicament ;  they 
either  contemplated  such  an  increase  to 
their  rents  as  they  durst  not  avow,  or  ther 
thon^t  that  inarease  would  be  so  smul 
tbat  its  lose  would  not  he  worth  oonsider- 
ing  io  eoDtrast  with  the  immunities  he 
had  shown  they  enjoyed.  He  might 
be  charged  with  andamtjr,  but  he  was 
Mr.  JMe 


disposed  to  retmii  the  eonpUmeat  and 
express  his  astonishment  at  the  moral 
courage  widi  which  the  advocates  of  the 
landed  interest  came  forward,  seeking  on 
snoh  grounds  to  disturb  the  fioancial  ar- 
rangements of  the  country.  He  had  seen 
symptoms  of  a  desire  to  do  that,  even  at 
the  expense  it  might  be,  of  the  interests 
and  honour  of  the  country,  by  forcing  upon 
every  department  of  our  expenditure  an 
indiscriminate  retrenchment,  not  for  the 
sake  of  economy  or  to  diminish  the  pressure 
on  the  community  at  large,  but  to  inoreaee 
the  gains  of  one  class,  and  that  the  most 
flourishing.  The  House  had  already  heard 
two  distinguished  Members  of  the  Coaaer^ 
vative  party,  and  probably  it  would  by^and- 
by  hear  those  who  were  supposed  to  repre- 
sent that  party's  financial  policy.  What, 
he  asked,  did  they  mean  to  do  ?  Would 
they,  if  the  reanlt  of  the  next  election  gave 
them  possession  of  the  Treasury  Benches, 
propose  either  a  cenuderable  redaoticm  or 
the  total  repeal  of  the  Malt  Tax  in  th«r 
first  Budget,  or  in  their  second  ?  Perhaps 
they  might  propose  to  do  it  in  their  third 
Budget  without  much  fear  of  having  their 
pledges  to  fulfil.  In  their  first  Budget,  no 
doubt,  the  repeal  of  that  tax  would  be  con- 
spicuous by  its  absence.  Tbey  would  be 
able  to  make  excuses,  and  to  say,  not  only 
irith  plausibility,  but  with  great  truth,  that 
it  was  all  the  fault  of  the  present  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  ;  for  it  would  be  because 
that  right  hon.  Gentieman  had  diverted  the 
overflowing  stream  of  his  revenue  into  a 
wider  channel,  because  in  the  applieatira 
of  his  ever  reourring  surplus  he  had  taken 
into  oonuderation  not  onh  the  material, 
hot  the  moral  wants  the  oommonity ; 
because  in  a  certain  sense  he  had  frittered 
away  the  resourocs  of  the  country  in  the  pay- 
ment of  its  just  debts,  that  neither  be  nor 
his  successor  would  be  in  a  condition  to  meet 
the  importunate  claimant  who  now  thun- 
dered at  his  gate.  But  if  the  effeot  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  policy,  who* 
ther  prudent  or  imprudent,  was  to  make 
the  repeal  of  the  Malt  Tax  for  many  years 
to  come  entirely  out  of  the  question,  why 
did  right  hon.  Gentiemen  opposite  hold 
out  the  hope  of  it  to  the  country  ?  He 
knew  why  they  did  tiiat.  Such  a  course 
might  be  successful  for  a  season,  but  those 
who  adopted  it  could  not  expect  perm»< 
nentiy  to  benefit  by  it.  The  time  wonld 
come,  if  it  had  not  come  already,  when  the 
English  farmer  would  grow  weary  of  tbat 
oft-told  tale  of  the  repeal  of  the  Malt  Tax, 
when  be  wonU  renonnoe 
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hopes,  «nd,  sttll  more,  those  feelings  of 
barreD  resentment,  which  the  men  who 
flailed  themselves  his  fiiends,  for  their  own 
political  purposes  soogfat  to  keep  aliTe  in 
bis  breast— when  he  would  tarn  with  some- 
thing even  of  indignation  npon  those  who 
bade  him,  since  be  might  not  hope  for  vic- 
tory, seek  at  least  for  rereoge.  And  re- 
venge against  whom  !  Against  those  iriio 
never  meant  him  any  harm,  and  had  never 
done  him  any.  but  who  ought  rather  to  be 
regarded  as  his  best  friend,  becaase  they 
had  nevOT  lured  hiq  on  by  delusive  hopes 
of  dishonest  gains;  because  they  had 
forced  him  to  rest  his  hopes  of  prosperity 
on  the  sure  and  ettt^  ground  of  equal 
right,  and  beeaose  they  had  taught  him  to 
discover,  and  that  by  no  vary  painful  ex- 
perience, that  the  bottom  of  the  great 
river  of  free  trade,  was  a  veiy  good  bottom 
when  they  came  to  it. 
Mb.  white  seconded  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That"  to  the  end 
of  the  Qaeation,  in  order  to  add  the  words  "  con- 
sidering the  immimitief  from  twution  dow  en- 
jojfld  by  thfl  ownera  and  ooonpien  of  land,  thej 
are  not  entitled  to  any  speciu  oonsideration  on 
Boooont  of  the  peenniary  prwoM  of  tlie  Halt 
i  and  that  on  otbw  gft>tmd^  that  Tax 
dionld  1w  redneed  or  abolished,  compensation  to 
the  Revenoe  should  be  loaght,  in  the  first  instance, 
hj  withdrawing  from  landed  property  the  advan- 
tage it  now  hu  over  other  pioperty  in  the  shape 
of  total  exemption  from  Probate  Datj  and  partial 
exemption  bom  Snooeasion  Daty  and  Income 
Tax.''-(afr.iV«att,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
propoaed  to  be  left  oat  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Ha.  DU  CANE  said,  he  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  following  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  who  had  jast  sat  down 
into  his  somewhat  elaborate  network  of 
figures  on  the  subject  of  the  burdens  on 
land,  as  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  furnished  a  most  excellent  reason  for 
his  not  doing  so,  inasmuch  as  he  had 
frankly  told  the  House  that  it  Uitk  him  a 
very  long  time  to  arrive  at  an  accurate 
comprehension  of  his  own  argument,  and 
the  House  might  very  £urly  excuse  him 
(Mr.  Su  Cue)  fnm  not  comprehending 
them  on  the  spur  of  the  moment.  But  as 
he  and  his  eonstttnents  took  a  iprmi  interest 
in  this  auhject  he  trusted  he  might  be  per. 
mitted  to  address  a  few  obeervatioDS  on  the 
main  point  at  issue.  He  congratulated  his 
hon.  and  teamed  Friend  the  Member  for 
Sofiblk  (Sir  FiuBoy  Kelly)  not  merely 


upon  the  able  and  lucid  speeoh  with  which 
he  had  introduced  his  Motion,  hut  upon 
the  improved  position  which  this  question 
now  occupied.    No  doubt  last  year  the 
question  of  the  Malt  Tax  was  discussed 
under  great  disadvantage.    They  had  to 
contend  with  two  powerful  rivals — in  the 
war  duties  on  tea  and  sugar,  and  the  in- 
come tax — to  the  reduction  of  which  the 
leading  Members  of  both  sides  of  the  House 
were  undoubtedly  pledged.  All  they  could 
do  last  year  was  to  lay  their  case  fairiy 
before  the  House,  apart  from  those  party 
feelings  which  b«  was  sorry  the  htm.  and 
learuM  Gentleman  had  had  the  had  taste 
to  impute  to  them,  and  show  that  they 
were  thoroughly  in  earnest,  but  this  year 
they  fought  their  battle  onder  different  aus- 
pices. They  were  first  in  the  field.  There 
was  DO  rival  claimant,  save  the  vague 
and  shadowy  one  indicated,  if  indicated 
it  really  was,  in  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  who  had  just 
sat  down.    No  doubt  when  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Ezohequer  introduced  his  Budget 
he  would  summon  up  a  host  of  rival 
claimants,  as  no  doubt  he  would  that 
evening  assign  a  host  of  reasons  to  show 
that  the  Malt  Tax  was  the  only  tax 
which  ought  to  he  left  untouched.   But  as 
yet  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was 
their  only  adversary,  and  his  line  of 
attack  waa  a  rather  peeuKar  one.  Hb 
Resolution  did  not  affinn  that  the  Halt 
Tax  ought  to  be  retained  heeause  it  was 
wise,  just,  and  benefieial,  hot  simply  that 
Uie  landed  interest  had  no  elaim  to  a  re- 
dootion  or  repeal  of  the  Malt  Tax  on 
account  of  their  immunity  from  the  pro- 
bate duty  and  income  tax.    If,  however, 
"  on  other  grounds"  the  tax  were  to  be 
reduced,  meaning  as  he  (Mr.  Du  Cane) 
supposed,  for  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber had  not  been  very  explicit  on  this 
point,  if  the  repeal  would  benefit  the 
manufacturer  as  well  as  the  agriculturist, 
then  the  deficiency  was  to  be  made  good 
by  another  pull  at  that  pet  milch  cow  of 
hon.  Members  below  the  gangway — the 
landed  interest.    Now,  in  the  first  plaoe, 
he  (Mr.  Bn  Cane)  replied  that  if  a  pWflUl 
fade  ease  could  be  made  oat  against  a 
parUenlar  tax,  that  it  was  unfair  and 
unjust,  and  against  th«  leading  principles 
of  onr  eommwoial  and  financial  policy  then 
it  was  no  argUDMUt  fw  its  maintenance 
to  urge  that  it  should  not  be  abolished 
because  any  one  interest  in  particular 
would  be  benefited  by  the  repeal  of  that 
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iMen  urged  in  the  cue  of  the  manD&etnran 
of  soap,  gUMf  end  brickB,  ell  which  dntiee 
had  been  repealed  in  the  UiBt  tweotj-fire 
yean  that  the  great  bnllc  of  them  were 
exempted  from  burdens  peculiar  to  the 
landBOch  ae  tithe  and  land  tax.  And  when 
a  few  yean  since  this  side  of  the  Hoase 
•trenooDflly  opposed  the  abolition  of  the 
paper  doty,  he  thongbt  they  might  with 
eqaal  jastice  hare  mored  a  Resolution  to 
the  effect  that  as  the  manufacturers  of 
Hanohester  and  Birmingham  were  the 
principal  parlies  to  benefit  by  the  repeal, 
the  deficieney  to  the  revenue  shoold  be 
mftde  good  by  a  special  rate  on  the  ma- 
nnfaeturos  of  Haneheater  and  Birmin^h- 
ham.  And  In  the  next  plaee*  he  rentured 
to  deny  that  the  repeal  of  the  Halt  Tax 
waa  exolusively  a  landed  qneatien  ;  it  was 
a  question  whieh  affeeted  the  interest  of 
the  eonsumer  as  mneb,  if  not  more,  than 
those  of  the  producer,  and  especially  it  was 
the  question  of  the  whole  mass  of  the  la- 
bouring population  both  in  town  and  eonn- 
try.  He  also  denied  that  the  landed  in- 
terest enjoyed  an  immunity  from  taxation 
either  upon  aeeonot  of  income  tax,  legacy 
duty,  or  other  Imperial  or  local  taxation. 
Now,  first  aa  to  the  ease  of  inoome  tax.  If 
they  compared  the  amount  of  the  gross 
rental  upon  whieh  the  owner  of  landed  pro- 
perty waa  arbitrarily  assessed  with  the  net 
rental  he  actually  received,  they  would 
find  tliat  at  least  16  per  eent  must  be 
allowed  for  dedoetions  for  repairs  and 
other  outgoings  before  a  penny  of  income 
reached  the  owner's  pocket.  That  is  to  sa^, 
that  the  owner  of  land  and  houses  paid 
not  only  upon  16  per  cent  more  income 
than  he  actually  reeeived,  hut  he  also 
paid  on  16  per  cent  more  than  the  ma- 
nnfaoturer  and  merohant,  who  made  bis 
own  returns  and  was  allowed  to  make  these 
deductions.  This  statement  was  an  arrow 
he  had  Teolnred  to  borrow  from  the  quiver 
of  the  Chsncellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
he  further  believed  he  was  not  over- 
■tatlng  the  ease  when  he  said  that  at 
this  moment  the  owner  of  land  and  houses 
waa  paying,  as  eontrasted  with  those  as- 
iesaed  in  the  other  sehedulei  of  the  tax,  in 
the  proportion  of  8dL  to  6({.  io  th«  pound. 
The  hoa.and  laamed  Member  (Mr.  Neate) 
laid  great  etre^a  on  tha  argument  that 
the  oeenpior  of  land  waa  only  assessed  to 
ineome  tax  upon  half  his  rental  \  but  he 
(Mr.  Du  Cane)  would  reply  that  even  in  the 
best  of  agricultural  times  looking  to  the 
dew  and  limited  eharaoter  of  agrienltnral 
profits  such  an  asaenment  was  only  Jnat, 
Ur.Du  Cm$ 
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white  when  agrievltaral  preapeeto  were  bad 
or  indifferent,  ai  at  this  moment,  those  who 
were  connected  with  land  knew  that  the 
farmer  frequently  paid  iecome  tax  opoo 
utterly  imaginary  profits,  as  he  realiaed 
scarcely  any  ineome.  Passing  from  direct 
to  indireot  taxation  he  would  now  refer  to 
one  or  two  other  burdens  on  land  ;  and  first 
he  would  refer  to  the  Customs  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  entirely 
forgotten  to  mention.  If  they  looked  at 
the  Customs  Returns  they  would  find  that 
about  one-fourth  of  the  entire  income 
raised  from  that  source  was  derived  from 
the  duty  upon  tobacco ;  that  waa  to  say 
that  while  all  those  classes  who  were 
connected  with  land  contributed  equdly 
with  others  to  the  duties  upon  tea  and 
sugar,  and  other  itenu  <rf  Customs  rerenue 
one-fourth  of  the  entire  Customs  reve- 
nue we  derived  was  levied  upon  the  prohi> 
biiion  of  the  growth  of  an  article  in  this 
country  which  he  believed  a  large  quantity 
of  the  soil  both  of  England,  and  Ireland, 
was  as  well  qualified  to  grow  as  the  land 
of  Holland  and  Germany,  Passing  to  the 
Excise,  they  found  that  nearly  ooe-third 
of  the  Excise  revenue  was  levied  by  a 
single  tax,  which  if  it  did  not  altogether 
prohibit  at  least  very  materially  restricted 
and  disarranged  the  growth  and  cultiva- 
tion and  use  by  the  farmws  of  a  leading 
article  of  agrionltural  produce.  He  most 
say  he  could  not  gather  from  the  hon. 
and  learned  Mem^r  (Mr.  Neato)  what 
special  immunity  from  taxaUon  the  landed 
interest  enjoyed  at  this  moment.  It  was 
true  he  had  said  something  about  ex- 
emption from  probate  and  succession  duty, 
and  it  was  true  that  the  land  was  par- 
tially exempted  from  those  duties ;  but 
sgainst  this  there  was  to  bo  set  more  than 
£1,000,000  that  was  paid  for  unredeemed 
land  tax  into  the  Exchequer,  and  which 
the  Committee  of  1846,  so  mooh  relied  on 
by  the  hon.and  learned  Gentleman,  specially 
described  as  being  one  of  the  heaviest  bur- 
dens the  land  had  to  bear.  And  if  in 
addition  be  placed  also  to  the  account  the 
very  large  sum  whioh  had  been  expended 
in  redeemmg  the  other  portion  <rf  the  tax, 
the  interest  upon  whieh  sum  waa  a  portion 
of  the  revenues  of  the  Stato,  this,  he 
contended,  would  leave  a  Tery  considerable 
balance  of  payment  in  faronr  of  the  landed 
interest.  The  main  question  for  their  de- 
cision, however,  did  not  relate  to  the  old 
battle-cries  of  twenty  years  since,  which 
had  reference  to  the  apeeial  burdens  umm 
land  as  eempaied  i^iO^  o^^ajf^j^t 
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whether  the  Malt  Tu  wm  the  tu  of  all 

others  whieb  on  the  groond  of  josiHW  u  well 
M  the  general  benefit  had  the  first  claim  on 
the  attention  of  tbe  Chaneellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. Upon  the  ground  of  justice,  he 
ventured  to  say  that  the  existence  of  the 
Halt  Tax  at  that  moment  was  a  liTing 
testimony  to  one  of  the  greatest  breaches 
of  faith  ever  perpetrated  by  the  House  of 
Commons.  Re  affirmed  that  apart  from 
erery  other  argnment.  There  was  a  dis- 
tinct pledge  by  nearly  every  distinguished 
leader  upon  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  a  free  trade 
policy,  that  if  the  Corn  Laws  were  re- 
pealed, the  repeal  of  the  Halt  Tax  should  i 
follow  as  a  matter  of  coarse.  He  would 
not  again  quote  the  anthoritiea  to  which  be 
referred  last  year  npon  this  matter,  and 
which  had  now  become  as  iamiUar  "as 
honsehold  words"  in  evety  market  town  in 
tbe  conntry.  He  admitted  that  tbe  farmers 
were  nnwilHng  at  that  time  to  accept  the 
compromise,  and  looking  back  calmly  and 
dispassionately  as  he  did  through  a  long 
vista  of  years  at  the  history  of  that  time, 
he  now  thought  that  they  lost  a  golden 
opportunity ;  bnt  beeause  one  party  in  a 
great  quarrel  took  a  mistaken  view  of  the 
objeots  for  which  they  should  contend,  it  was 
no  reason  why  the  leaders  npon  the  other 
ride  of  the  House  should  change  their  war 
cries,  and  seek  to  retreat  from  their  en- 
gagement. Now  that  they  had  arrived  at 
the  time  of  continued  snrplusea,  and  when 
Ihe  Chaneellor  of  the  Excbeqaer  bad  been 
enabled  to  do  justice,  and  more  than  jus- 
tice, to  rival  claims,  the  time  had  sorely 
come  for  the  fblfilment  of  the  outstanding 
pledge  to  the  farmers  of  the  country.  In 
bis  opinion  the  House  ought  to  bring  to 
bear  upon  Her  Majesty's  or  any  other 
Ooveroment,  all  the  constitutional  and 
legal  pressure  in  their  power  to  force  them 
to  redeem  the  pledge  given  to  the  farmers 
BO  long  ago.  He  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  npon  what  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Neate)  said  was  quite 
beyond  his  comprehension,  the  injustice 
done  to  the  fisrmer  by  the  Malt  Tax.  His 
case  was  simply  this — that  at  a  time  when 
the  price  of  wheat  was  so  low  as  to  be 
hardly  remunerative,  and  when  the  imports, 
particularly  from  America,  were  ao  large 
and  inereaaing  aa  to  be  Kkely  still  to 
depreciate  its  value,  the  farmer  would,  if 
it  were  not  for  Ibe  restriction  of  this 
Bxeise  law,  seek  to  ndrees  tiie  balance 
by  growing  leas  wheat  and  mora  barley. 
But  the  operatioa  of  the  Bzeioe  law  waa 


such  as  to  render  all  but  the  firat-olais 
barley,  which  only  a  very  limited  portion  of 
the  soil  of  this  country  waa  qualified  to 
grow,  a  mere  drug  in  tbe  market.  And 
thus  the  operation  of  a  single  tax  was  to 
restriet  and  disarrange  the  whole  course 
of  English  agriculture.  Tbe  farmer  was 
forced  into  exhausting  his  land  by  grow- 
ing crop  after  crop  of  spring  wheat  when 
he  would  gladly  grow  barley,  because  under 
the  existing  laws  wheat  unremunerative  as 
it  was,  was  a  safer  crop  to  grow.  And 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  at  the  present 
moment  tbe  quantity  of  wheat  grown  in  this 
country  was  as  far  above  the  average  as 
the  quantity  of  barley  waa  below  it.  Mr. 
M'CnIIoob,  a  most  important  authority  on 
sueh  matters,  had  estimated  that  if  tfa« 
st^l  of  this  country  were  eultivated  accord- 
ing to  tbe  proper  rotation  of  cro|n  there 
ought  to  be  under  bartey  about  2,500,000 
acres;  and  this  quantity  of  land  would 
produce,  upon  the  ^moderate  calculation  of 
between  four  and  five  quarters  per  acre, 
10,000,000  quarters  of  grain.  But  the 
amount  paid  to  tbe  revenue— ^,500,000 
—in  the  form  of  the  Halt  Tax  showed  that 
duty  waa  paid  upon  only  5,000,000  quar- 
ters, of  which  our  yearly  returns  proved 
that  at  least  2,000.000  quarters  were 
foreign.  Where,  then,  were  tbe  other 
5,000,000  quarters  t  There  was  no  donbt 
a  eonsiderable  quuitity  oF  barley  con- 
sumed for  seed  and  for  food  for  poultry, 
cattle,  and  pigs ;  but  there  could  be  no 
doubt  equally  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
10,000,000  quarters  was  not  grown  at  all; 
that  at  the  present  moment  there  was  not 
above  two-thirds  d  tbe  land  whioh  should 
be  enltiratod  for  barley  whioh  waa  so 
employed.  And  when  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentlomau  opposite  talked  of  the  farmers 
partial  exemption  from  income  tax,  he 
should  like  to  know  what  amount  of  in- 
come tax  the  Malt  Tax  in  the  base  of  tbe 
fanner  might  be  fairly  said  to  represent. 
Sir  Robert  Peel  estimated  years  ago,  and 
tbe  correctness  of  bis  estimate  had  never 
been  disputed,  that,  except  in  the  cider- 
growing  eonotiea,  every  farmer  who  farmed 
300  acres  consumed,  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  100  bushels  of  malt.  Taking 
tbe  rent  of  300  acres  at  30i.  per  acra 
;  at  £450,  tha  farmer  would  pay  ineome 
tax  npon  £225,  which  at  ttiie  preeent  rate 
of  6a.  in  the  pound,  would  amount  to 
£5  10s.;  but  upon  bis  annual  consump- 
tion of  malt,  with  a  duty  of  21«  Bd.  a 
quarter,  be  would  pay  £13  lOt.,  which 
w«  .,.■«!«.»  to  a..  e^J^g 
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in  tbe  poond.  He  did  noti  therefore, 
think  that  the  hon.  and  lesnied  Gentleman 
had  verj  MtiB&etorily  made  ont  his  case 
of  partial  exemption  from  tbe  income  tax. 
And  he  paid  this  enonnoas  charge  while 
he  bad  in  all  prolttbilitj  a  large  quantity 
of  barley  l7ing  nseless  on  his  hands,  which 
bat  for  the  Ezeiae  duty,  he  might  conrert 
into  a  good  and  wholesome  drink  for  his 
labourers.  And  here  he  should  like  to 
refer  to  one  or  two  opinions  of  his  con- 
stitnents  with  regard  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer's  scheme  for  allowing 
malt  to  be  used  for  feeding  cattle  ;  and 
if  cTcr  there  was  a  season  when  its  merits 
would  hare  been  likely  to  have  been  pat 
fairly  to  the  test,  it  would  be  tbe  present 
one,  when,  from  the  general  failnre  of  the 
turnip  erop  and  the  scarcity  of  tXl  foed,  the 
fanner  bad  been  driven  to  every  possible 
shift  to  find  food  for  his  stock.  But 
from  buyer  to  seller  he  had  reoeived  only 
one  cononrrent  testimony,  that  the  utterly 
Deedlesi  restriotiont  imp«ed  by  the  Ezoiie, 
by  which  tbe  measure  had  been  eooam- 
hered,  rendered  it  down  to  this  moment 
praotically  a  dead  letter.  A  large  corn- 
factor  and  dealer  in  artificial  manure  wrote 
to  him  in  these  terms — 

"  I  hsTe  inveated  in  a  quantitj  of  the  new  malt 
oondiment,  bat  I  have  no  demand  for  it.  Tbe 
ftot  is,  under  tbe  prssaot  abaord  Exoiae  reattie- 
tiona,  it  cannot  be  sold  at  a  pew9  at  which  the 
brmer  can  aflbrd  to  haj  1%,  and  while  the;  con- 
tinne  io  force  it  mnat  eontinne  also  to  remun  a 
irag  in  the  market." 

He  bad  also  the  testimony  of  one  of  tbe 
largest  farmers  and  breeders  of  stock  in 
the  country.    He  said  : — 

"  The  making  of  the  Chancellor  of  tbe  Exehe- 
qner'a  malt  mixtare  ia  eooambered  with  so  manj 
Texatioua  reatriotiona  that  Tor;  few  peraona  in- 
deed will  anbjeot  themaelres  to  the  strict  anr- 
TeilUaoe  of  the  Exaiae,  and  thna  the  making  of  it 
will  in  a  degree  become  a  monopol;,  and  make 
the  i»ioe  too  high  compared  with  other  food, 
being  now  £12  a  ton,  while  barley  fa  eoaroelr  £7, 
and  oiloake  from  £0  to  £11.  I  think  yon  are 
•earoeir  aware  of  the  atrict  regulation  of  the  Ex- 
eiae  in  carrying  thia  law  into  exeootion,  nor  of 
the  expenaea  entailed  bjr  it  to  the  eouotry.  A 
person  intending  to  make  thia  oompoand,  even 
upon  a  small  sesle.  most  in  the  erst  plaoe  novide 
a  house  npoo  the  premises  for  the  ezoueman, 
whoae  bosineaa  it  ia  to  be  oooataatly  on  the  pre- 
miaea,  and  if  be  ia  called  away  the  peraona  are 
looked  in  until  hia  retam,  partionlarly  ao  when 
grinding  of  malt  and  linaeed  and  the  conaeqaent 
mixing  ia  going  on ;  ao  that  if  an  accident  from 
brasiksge  of  maohinery  or  any  other  eaoae  abonld 
take  pUee  thdr  esoape  ia  impouible.  This  ap- 
peara  to  me  to  be  almost  enrtaiting  tbs  liberty  of 
tbeaabjeet,  and  ia  qnita  emtrUT  to  the  frssdun 
cf  En^iahmeo."  I 


Another  large  farmer  and  tenant  of  hig 
own  wrote  as  follows : — 

"  Having  sent  a  qnanti^  of  barl«y  and  Unseed 
of  hia  own  to  be  ground  at  a  peigbbonring  muat- 
bctnrer's,  and  t^  mixture  having  been  made,  a 
aample  had  to  be  transmitted  to  Someraet  House, 
where  the  authorities  were  between  ten  daya  and 
a  fortnight  sitting  on  It,  mnoh  to  his  lawmve- 
nienee  and  loss  of  time  in  fttteninghis  stoqk." 

He  added— 

"  Haidng  preiioady  porohased  a  ton  for  £13, 1 
.  oan  reoommend  it  from  ezperienoe  as  the  moat 

Talnable  oondiment  that  oonld  be  used,  were  we 
.  allowed  its  naa  without  the  admlztore  of  Unseed, 

which  oooBKons  an  extra  expense  of  1 4^ .  a  q  oarter, 

to  aay  nothing  of  the  riak  of  adulteration. 

The  hon.  and  learned  Gentieman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Suffolk  and  tbe  right  bon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Hertfordshire  had  so  ably 
dealt  with  tbe  case  of  the  eonsnmer,  as 
regarded  tbe  operation  of  this  tax,  that  he 
did  not  feel  it  necessary  to  trouble  the 
House  with  any  remarks  on  that  bead. 
But  there  was  cue  argument  upon  wbiob 
he  should  like  to  aay  a  few  words,  inasmuch 
as  The  TinM,  a  nw  days  ago,  in  dealing 
with  the  great  meeting  at  Freemasons' 
Hall,  said  that  no  fianaor'a  friend  had 
Tcntorad  to  grapple  with  it— tiie  old  Fro- 
teotionist  ory,  that  if  the  doty  were  takon 
off  they  would  be  inundated  with  large  im- 
portations of  malt  and  undersold  in  their 
own  market.  Now  that  was  umply  an 
old  Protectionist  argument,  and  being 
such  could  not  possibly  be  advanced  by 
any  Member  upon  the  opposite  side  of 
tbe  House ;  for  if  such  an  inundation 
would  occur,  hon.  Members  opposite  ought 
to  make  merry  over  it  and  to  vote'  in  a 
body  for  the  repeal  of  the  Malt  Tax ; 
but  tbe  real  truth  was  that  they  were 
exposed  at  that  moment  to  as  full  and  free 
an  importation  of  barley  as  they  were  ever 
likely  to  have.  And  if  the  duty  were 
takeu  off,  tbe  great  mass  of  the  barley 
imported  into  this  country  would  reach  it 
as  now  too  late  for  malting  operations ; 
while  as  to  the  importation  of  malt  itself 
he  bad  been  credibly  informed  that  it  was 
an  article  that  would  not  travel  well,  and 
the  effect  of  a  sea  voyage  would  render  by 
far  the  greater  quantity  that  reached  this 
country  unfit  for  any  brewing  purpose. 
But  there  was  another  reason  why  the 
farmer  did  not  dread  any  great  importa* 
tton  of  foreign  matt  and  barley,  for  he 
knew  that  whenever  this  argument  waa 
used  against  him  there  were  those  highly 
respectable  gentlemen,  but  Leviathan  mo< 
nopolists,  the  big  brewers,  at  the  bottom 
of  it.  The  fiarmor  belioTed^at  the  |first 

Digitized  byLaOOgIC 


1365  Mali—  {HiBCH 

etifoot  of  the  repeal  of  this  Malt  Tax 
would  be  to  knoek  the  moDopoIy  of  the 
great  brewers  upon  the  head;  and  re- 
suseitate  thonsandi  of  smaller  breweries 
and  maltings  that  the  Excise  law  and  ans- 
pension  of  the  malt  oredits  had  eztiU' 
gnisbed;  and  knowing  this,  the  farmer  was 
perfectly  prepared  to  stand  bis  own  ground 
and  risk  the  consequenoes  of  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  malt.  In  conclusion,  let 
him  say  that  he  did  not  think  that  the 
history  of  the  question  of  Malt  Tax  re- 
peal was  altogether  creditable  to  the  good 
faith  of  the  House  and  some  of  its  leading 
Members.  It  was  now  more  than  thirty 
years  ago,  when  there  was  great  ogri. 
eultural  distress,  and  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Lord  Althorp,  that  this  question 
was  first  discussed  ;  and  the  House  one 
erening  agreed  to  reduce  this  tax,  but  the 
lame  House  a  few  days  after  rescinded  its 
Tote.  Id  *  or  two  Sir  Robot  Peel 
came  into  oraM,  and  when  the  question 
waa  again  mored  he  told  the  landed  in- 
terest that  he  would  repeal  the  Malt 
Tax,  but  that  they  must  aeeept  instead 
a  property  tax,  and  must  make  up  their 
minds  to  a  repeal  of  the  Com  Laws. 
The  landed  interest  did  not  like  the  ex- 
change, and  the  subject  was  quietly  suffered 
to  drop.  In  a  few  years  more  the  right 
hen.  Baronet  came  again  into  office;  the 
first  thing  he  did  was  to  impose  a  property 
tax,  but  somehow  or  another  be  quite 
forgot  to  repeal  the  Malt  Tax.  A  few 
years  passed  away,  and  Sir  Robert  Peel 
began  to  contemplate  a  great  financial 
ehange,  and  he  and  every  leader  of  that 
change  said  that  if  they  on  that  side  of 
the  House  would  only  consent  to  the  re- 

Cal  of  the  Com  Laws  the  rmwal  of  the 
alt  Tu  must  neeessarily  nllow  ;  bat 
the  Com  Laws  were  repealed,  the  property 
tax  retmned,  and  again  the  question  of 
Malt  Tax  repeal  fell  into  abeyance.  A  few 
years  after  the  star  of  the  country  party 
was  for  a  short  time  in  the  ascendant, 
and  the  leader  of  that  party  bethought 
him  of  the  theories  and  the  pledges  of 
his  free  trade  opponents,  he  framed  his 
financisl  schemes  in  accordance  with  those 
theories  and  pledges;  but  a  change  had 
eome  over  the  spirit  of  his  opponents' 
dreama ;  they  turned  round  and  refused 
to  ratify  their  former  engagements.  Then 
came  a  lengthened  period  of  war,  and 
high  expenditure,  and  the  Malt  Tax  was 
made  in  no  alight  measure  to  bear  the 
burden,  bat  aa  the  honr  of  peaee  and  re- 
trenohroent  retnroed  so  did  the  question  of 
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Malt  Tax  repeal  again  reriTe.  We  were  told 
to  have  a  little  patience,  to  wait  till  the 
taxes  raised  exelusiToly  for  war  purposes 
had  been  first  reduced.  These  duties  had 
now  been  reduced ;  fiuth  had  been  kept  with 
the  country;  but  they  were  told  again  that 
this  question  of  Malt  Tax  repeal  was  to 
be  still  ^rtber  postponed.  He  ventured 
to  tell  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
GoTornmeot  (Viscount  Palmerston)  that  in 
neglecting  to  deal  with  this  question  he 
would  not  act  wisely  or  well ;  that  there 
was  a  limit  to  eren  agricultural  forbear- 
ance ;  and  he  warned  him  that  they  were 
now,  once  for  all,  embarked  in  an  agita- 
tion that  would  never  cease  until  this  long- 
standing engagement  had  been  performed. 
It  might  be,  perhaps,  thought  now,  as  in 
the  days  of  Walpole,  that  "  the  farmers, 
God  bless  them !  would  hear  shearing  as 
easily  as  their  own  sheep and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Bxohequer  might,  par- 
haps,  adopt  the  definition  of  a  witty 
pnblioation  that  "  deputation"  was  '*  a 
noun  of  multitude  signifying  many,  but 
not  mueh but  he  (Mr.  Du  Cuie)  must 
again  warn  the  GoTOroment  that  the  feel- 
ing as  regarded  this  tax  had  iooreased, 
was  increasing,  and  would  increase.  The 
right  hon,  Gentleman  had  told  them  that 
his  duty  was  not  to  part  with  revenue  ex- 
cept upon  compulsion,  and  that  if  they 
would  attain  their  end  they  must  agitate. 
They  on  that  side  of  the  House  were  not 
fond  of  agitation,  but  be  was  afraid  that 
they  bad  no  recourse  bat  to  adopt  the 
weapons  they  had  been  advised  to  use. 
They  had  already  taken  the  means  for 
providioff  "  pressure  from  without,"  and  It 
remained  for  the  House  to  give  the  pres- 
sure from  within,  and  by  adopting  the 
Reaolation  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber (Sir  FitiRoy  Kelly)  not  merely  to 
affirm  a  redaction  of  taxation  just,  wise, 
and  beneficial  in  itself,  but  to  put  the 
copingstone  upon  that  system  of  free  trade 
which  they  had  been  so  long  taught  to  re- 
gard as  an  inevitable  law ;  and  settle  a 
question  which  he,  for  one,  would  willingly 
suffer  to  glide  from  the  arena  of  party  con- 
tention. 

Mb.  THOMPSON  was  willing  to  admit 
that  the  Malt  Tax  was  a  bad  tax.  bnt  if 
every  bad  tax  was  to  he  repealed  he  was 
afraid  there  would  be  very  Few  taxes.  But 
before  they  adopted  a  Resolution  whieh 
would  tie  the  hands,  not  only  of  the  present 
Chanoellor  of  the  Bxcheqoer  but  of  many 
future  holders  of  that  office,  it  should  bo 
shown  that  the  proposed  reluation  would 
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oonfer  a  general  benefit  on  the  Ui^  elau 
of  agricaUurists  for  whose  adrantage  it 
WM  principallj  intended,  or  fiulinr  that, 
at  leait  that  tboM  who  derived  the  be- 
nefit tnm  it  were  those  moat  in  need 
of  reUef.  The  preient  proposal  wae  de- 
fioieot  in  both  those  requirements,  and 
he  laid  down  the  two  follom'ng  propo* 
aitiona  :  —  firat,  that  the  great  majoritj 
of  the  agrtoaltarists  of  the  Uoited  King- 
dom would  not  derire  any  benefit  from 
the  repeal  of  the  Halt  Doty ;  and  ae- 
oondlj,  that  that  portion  who  would  de* 
rive  benefit  were  precisely  those  who  had 
the  least  claim  to  relief.  Of  conrae  any 
larffe  remission  of  taxation  most  in  a  greater 
or  Teaa  degree  benefit  all  olasses,  but  with 
that  reserratioD  he  belioTed  himself  able  to 
prOTO  his  first  proposition.  Taking  first 
the  ease  of  Ireland,  and  treating  the 
question  first  as  one  affacting  the  growers 
of  barley,  he  obserred  that  barley  was 
not  a  staple  sgricnltnral  prodnet  of  that 
ooantry.  Live  atoek  and  the  prodoeta 
derired  from  lire  stock  oooapied  the  first 
position;  then  came  oats,  potatoes,  and 
wheat;  but  barley  oame  very  low  in  the 
Boale,  and  there  could  be  no  disputing 
the  fact  that  the  great  body  of  the  agri- 
cnltnriata  of  Ireland  would  not,  as  growers 
of  barley,  derive  much  benefit  fium  the 
proposed  repeal.  Then,  again,  with  re- 
gard to  Scotland,  the  greatest  agri- 
eultural  prodnet  was  live  stock.  There 
were  some  parts  where  good  barley  was 
grown,  bat  taking  the  coaotry  through  it 
was  incontestably  the  case  that  the  great 
proportion  of  the  agrionltorists,  as  growers 
of  barley,  would  derive  no  benefit  from  the 
remission  of  the  Halt  Tax.  In  Bngland, 
alao,  there  were  lai|^  graiing  distriots, 
dairy  dUtriets,  downs  and  vplanda,  and 
there  wan  here,  therefore,  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  coaotry  where  the  agrieoltorista, 
not  being  growers  of  barley,  were  not  in- 
terested io  the  question  of  the  duty.  Take, 
next,  the  large  clay  districts  of  England. 
Clay  grew  barley  of  inferior  quality,  and 
not  in  quantity  anffioient  to  make  op  for 
the  defect  of  quality.  But  even  auppos- 
ing  there  was  a  greatly  iocreased  de- 
mand for  malting  barley,  and  olay-grown 
barley  waa  taken  for  the  purposOf  it 
woida  come  into  eompetiUon  with  foreign 
barley,  of  which  the  quantity  imported  had 
increased  of  late  years,  until  in  1863  it 
oonsiderably  exceeded  2,000,000  qrs.,  and 
the  hon.  Member  for  Der^  (Mr.  Baas) 
had  infomed  him  that  within  ^e  last  few 
months  he  had  perehaatd  no  lets  than 
J&.  Xhomptm 


40.000  qrt.  of  French  barley  for  malting. 
The  retnma  for  1861-2-3  showed  that 
though  the  price  of  barley  had  steadily 
deermsed  the  imputation  had  equally 
steadily  tnereased.  He  was  persnaded 
that  any  attempt  to  foree  the  growth  of 
barley  more  extenrively  on  olay  woild  only 
he  attended  with  disappointment.  Then 
as  to  the  question  of  ftsedin^,  would  the 
price  of  barley  be  so  much  increased  by 
the  additional  demand  for  malting  as  to 
benefit  the  cultiTators  of  clay  lands  by 
raising  the  value  of  the  barley  they  eoold 
grow  for  feeding  purposea?  Bethought 
not.  An  acre  of  wheat  grown  on  day  was 
worth  for  feeding  purposea  more  than  an 
acre  of  barley  grown  on  olay.  The  value 
of  wheat  for  feeding  purposes  had  never 
been  fully  appreciated  until  this  year,  when 
the  soarclty  of  turnips  induced  farmers  to 
feed  their  animals  on  wheat,  and  they  did 
remarkably  well  upon  it,  the  coat  Iwing  50 
per  eent  lew  than  when  they  bought  eake 
tor  the  purpose.  Farmers  on  elay  lands 
would  not,  then,  either  as  growers  of  barley 
or  feeders  on  barley,  benefit  by  the  repeal 
of  the  tax,  and  this  proved  his  first  propo- 
sition; for,  adding  to  the  elay  lands  the 
grass  lands  and  uplands,  and  taking  Soot- 
land  and  Ireland  into  account,  cleariy  the 
great  majority  of  the  farmera  of  the 
United  Kingdom  were  not  interested  ip 
the  repeal.  As  to  the  question  of  the 
superiority  of  malt  to  barley  for  feeding 
purposes,  he  had  been  a  practical  fanner 
for  twenty-five  years,  he  had  earefally  at- 
tended to  all  the  experiments  upon  that 
subjeet,  and  had  found  malted  barley  nse- 
fttl  for  sick  animals  defiment  in  appetite, 
and  in  the  preparation  of  animals  for  shows, 
but  taking  it  as  a  staple  food,  lie  believed 
malt  was  no  better  than  barley.  He  should 
not  have  been  brought  to  that  eondusion 
to  his  own  satisfoction  had  it  depended 
merely  upon  the  experiments  at  Glasgow, 
or  those  tried  with  such  care  and  accuracy 
by  Mr.  Lawes,  but  they  were  prepared  for 
the  results  obtained  in  those  trials  by  the 
knowledge  that  in  the  proceaa  of  malt- 
ing, barley  loat  a  certain  quantity  of  its 
most  valuable  qualities  for  feeding  pur- 
poses, and  experience  showed  that  bariey 
was  wholesome,  easily  digestible,  and 
palatable  food  for  atock  of  all  kinds. 
For  these  reaaoos  he  was  deoidedly  op- 
posed to  the  opmion  that  any  advantage 
whatever  wonM  be  doived  in  feeding  eatU« 
upon  malt,  txMft  fat  panoses  whieh  htt 
might  eall  the  nillhiery  of  formfaig.  With 
re^ud  to  Ui  Moond  propoeition^diarall 
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kneir  Uwt  for  ft  wriM  of  yours  put  tbo 
•eenpien  of  borloy  lud  who  wen  for  the 
most  pwt  greet  sheep  formers  were  pre- 
^lelj  those  who  had  been  making  monej, 
while  the  day  land  fsnnera  had  met  with 
little  sueoess.  But  the  olay  land  formers 
who  had  sold  their  wheat  for  sereral  years 
at  unremnnerating  prices,  and  the  farmers 
of  Ireland  who  had  experienoed  so  many 
had  harresti,  would  deriTO  little  or  no 
adrantage  from  the  repeal,  while  those 
who  had  been  doing  the  best  would  re- 
oeive  the  greatest  benefit.  He  was  the 
owner  and  occupier  of  good  barley  growing 
land,  and  therefore  was  naturally  pre- 
Judioed  in  farour  of  the  repeal;  but  he 
opposed  it  beeauae  he  was  eonvineed  that 
if  earried  it  would  disappoint  the  expecta- 
tions of  its  supporters. 

Ms.  HORBITT  thought  that  he  oould 
hardly  be  expected  to  giro  a  aUent  Toteon 
the  preaent  occasion,  inasmuch  as  the  Ho- 
tion  was  almost  identioal  with  that  which 
be  last  year  submitted  to  the  Sense ;  and 
be  eonld  not  hesitate,  now  Uiat  the 
question  had  follen  into  abler  hands,  to 
give  it  his  cordial  support.  Although  he 
achieved  no  great  sueoess  with  his  own 
Motion,  yet,  upon  the  present  occasion  he 
entertainad  stnmg  hopes,  grounded  upon 
two  dramstances— first,  his  firm  belief  in 
the  justice  of  the  cause;  secondly,  foith 
in  the  tribunal  before  whom  it  was 
brought.  He  believed  that  a  great  ma- 
jority of  their  'constitaents  sent  tiiem  to 
the  House  in  the  firm  oonviotion  that  tiiey 
were  sending  men  who  were  intrinsically 
honest— men  abore  being  swayed  either 
hy  party  intereets  w  party  feeling— men 
who  were  really  anxious  to  aerre  their 
country  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and  to 
cany  out  the  great  prin(»ples  of  justioe. 
He  bad  beard  it  aaid  that  in  bringing 
fivward  subjects  of  this  natnre  indepen- 
dent  MemfaOTs  ought  not  to  consider  what 
effect  their  propositions  would  have  on  the 
finsnces  of  the  country,  for  that  was  not 
their  businesa,  bnt  the  business  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  80  for  Jrom 
agreeing  with  that,  he  thought,  on  tiie 
contrary,  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  every 
Membeo-  bringing  forward  a  Motion  to 
oonsider  how  it  would  afileot  the  finances, 
and  to  place  himself,  as  it  were,  in  the 
pontion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exohe- 
^oer.  When  he  brought  forward  his  Mo- 
tum  last  year,  he  did  endeavour  to  oonsider 
the  matter  in  that  light :  and  in  ao  consi- 
dering it,  ha  fimnd  tbit  ever  sinoe  he  bad 
beaiiftMmbw  <^fluit  Honae  then  bad 


always  been  a  yearly  anrpliu  of  levenQOi 
in  ^te  of  the  redootiona  of  taxation  whi^ 
bad  gone  on,  owing  partly,  no  doubt,  to 
the  exodUmt  management  <Mr  the  CSianeel* 
lor  of  the  Exchequer ;  but  not  altogether 
to  that,  bnt  owing  still  more  to  the  won- 
draful  prosperity  of  the  country,  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  which  was  owing  to 
patriotic  men,  who  left  this  oonntry,  per- 
haps in  a  penniless  condition,  made  large 
fortunes  abroad,  and  came  home  to  spend 
them.  He  then  considered  what  taxes 
had  been  repealed  or  reduced  and  what 
had  not,  and  he  found  that  there  was 
scarcely  one  besides  tiie  Malt  Tax  wMoh 
had  not  been  so  treated.  Therefore,  he 
thought  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  tba 
justice  of  the  cause  he  was  advocating. 
After  the  speech  of  the  Mover,  and  espe- 
cially after  the  speech  of  the  right  hoo. 
Banmet  who  seconded  the  Motion,  it  vaa 
nnueoeasary  fin  him  to  enter  at  laige  into 
the  merita  of  the  queation.  He  would 
only  ask  why  was  it  that  the  Malt  Tax 
was  the  only  tax  whuh  after  these  con- 
tinual years  of  surplus  had  not  been 
tonohed  ?  Considering  the  nature  of  it, 
he  should  have  thought  it  would  have 
been  the  first.  It  had  been  condemned  by 
all  their  best  statesmen  down  to  Bir  Bo- 
bert  Feel ;  and  Sir  James  Qraham  said  of 
it,  "  that  it  was  a  tax  that  enhanced  the 
price  of  malt;  that  that  enhanced  the  price 
of  beer,  that  that  lessened  its  consumption, 
and  that,  therefore,  it  was  detrimental  to 
tiie  growers  of  barley  and  to  the  farmer." 
It  prevented  a  landowner  from  doing  what 
he  pleased  with  his  own  land,  as  he  oould 
not  grow  barley  to  malt  for  the  use  of  his 
own  household  and  servants,  or  anangci 
bis  rotation  of  crops  to  the  best  adnntage. 
That  surely  was  an  interference  witii  tiie 
national  liberties  of  EngUdimen.  Witb, 
r^ard  to  the  feeding  of  cattle,  and  the 
comparative  value  of  barley  and  malt,  he 
wished  to  say  that  he  oared  nothing  about 
these  experiments.  He  asked  the  farmers 
themselves.  He  represented  a  oonstitnenoy 
of  14,000  or  10,000,  and  a  good  many  of 
tiiem  were  fanners.  They  told  him  unani- 
mously that  this  tax  was  a  great  detriment 
to  them  in  the  matter  of  feeding  cattle ; 
when  the  formers  themselves  said  that, 
did  the  House  think  he  would  listen  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  }  It  was  only  feir  to 
the  farmers  that  they  should  have  the 
option,  and  try  experiments  for  them- 
selvea.  Now  he  would  endeavour  to  put 
himself  into  tbe  shoes  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exobequer— be  hoped  be  should  never. 
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arriT8  at  that  oonsaminatioii— Imt  mp* 
poong  himaelf  to  be  the  person  to  whom 
an  awlioatioii  of  tiiis  eort  dionld  be 
made,  lie  ehould  nj  to  himielf,  "How 
can  I  meet  it  ? "  Of  oonne  that  mut 
all  depend  upon  dronmstanoefl.  Th^ 
had  heaid  to-night  that  there  was  pro- 
bably a  earplns  of  three  millions— -he 
hopw  it  would  torn  ont  to  be  fonr ;  but 
taking  it  at  three,  he  would  see  what  de> 
mands  were  made  upon  it.  There  was 
now  an  outcry  (in  which  be  concurred) 
against  the  duty  on  fire  insurance ;  there 
was  alwa]rs  an  ontoiy  against  the  income 
tax ;  and  there  was  the  Malt  Tax.  He 
wotUd,  under  these  oirounutances,  apply 
£1,000,000  to  the  reduction  of  the  fire 
insnrancei  and  the  rest,  whatever  it  was, 
to  the  ndnetion  of  the  Malt  Tax.  The 
income  tax  was  reduced  a  penny  last  year, 
and  mig^t  very  well  wait  till  next  year. 
Bat  if  this  was  thonght  inexpedient,  he 
would  reduce  the  income  tax  one  penny, 
take  off  the  fixe  influianoe  daty  altogether, 
and  keep  the  rest  over  as  a  surplas,  in 
order  to  be  able  next  year  to  aroly  toax 
millions  to  the  reduction  of  the  Mut  Unty. 
•  Bom»  hon.  Members  said  tiu  fivmers  would 
reap  no  advantage  from  Hie  reduction^  but 
they  should  allow  the  formers  to  bajudges 
of  tiiat  The  hon.  Member  for  Whitby  (Mr. 
Thompson)  told  them  that  the  repeal  of  the 
Malt  Duty  would  benefit  those  who  were 
already  prosperous,  and  would  not  assist 
those  who  were  stru^ling  with  the  strong 
day  lands.  But,  if  so,  why  was  this  clamour 
so  general  ?  Still  he  said,  let  the  farmers 
judge  for  themselves.  He  (Mr.  Horritt) 
did  not  pretend  to  be  a  practaoal  farmer  of 
twenty-five  years  standmg,  like  the  hon. 
Member  for  Whitby,  and  he  therefore  took 
the  opinion  of  practical  fumers— like,  for 
instance,  Mr.  Booth,  a  thoroughly  praoti- 
cal  fiomer  of  aaknowledged  excdlence, 
and  a  ocmstituent  of  his  own,  whe  had 
aitready  been  mentioned  in  the  debate.  He 
(Mr.  Booth)  had  said  over  and  over  again 
that  he  coold  to  a  denuoutratiou 
that  tlw  Malt  Tax  was  an  impost  hung 
around  the  necks  of  the  formers  like  a 
miUstone.  The  hon.  Member  for  "Whitby 
was  a  great  railway  director,  and  hod  a 
thousand  things  to  do.  If  he  were  a  brnd 
farmer,  and  a  fanner  only,  then  he 
might  be  put  in  the  scale  against  Mr. 
Booth ;  but,  as  it  was.  his  arguments  were 
as  light  in  the  balance  as  he  would  be 
physically  against  Mr.  Booth,  who  was  a 
very  stout  man.  He  would  not  detain 
the  House  longer.   He  rested  their  oanse 

Mr.  jr«frf» 


on  ite  jnstioe  and  truth;  bat  after  the 
doqnent  speech  of  the  hon.  Bonmet  (Sir 
Bulwer  I^ton),  and  the  nnanawenble 
arguments  of  tlua  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
ttonan  who  proposed  the  Motion,  hon. 
Members  were  not  convinced,  notiiing  he 
could  add  would  produce  that  result.  All 
that  he  asked  was  that  they  should  re- 
member those  speeches,  and  then  act  justly 
and  according  to  their  oonvidions,  not 
being  swayed  by  considerations  as  to 
whidi  side  of  the  House  they  sat,  or  by 
any  private  interest,  or  1^  party  ouiuder- 
ations. 

Mb.  HARDCASTLE  said,  he  had  given 
notice  that  he  should  more  the  Previoas 
Question.  The  forms  of  the  Honse  did 
not  permit  him  to  do  so  vhile  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  hoD.  Friend  (Ur.  Neate) 
was  before  the  House ;  bat,  as  he  hoped 
that  Amendment  vould  be  withdrawn,  he 
should  then  adhere  to  that  course.  He 
wished  to  disctMS  for  a  few  moments  the 
question  how  Uus  Halt  Tax  offscted  the 
interests  of  all  eloises  in  Her  Majesty's 
dominions,  both  prodneera  and  eonsomera. 
He  believed  there  was  no  finonoid  question 
about  which  there  were  so  many  qi>>nnder- 
Btandiogs,  and  be  might  almost  say  misre- 
presentations ;  and  he  would  endeavour  to 
prove  to  the  House  that,  so  far  as  the 
interest  of  the  eonsumer  was  ooneemed, 
the  tax  was  a  boon  rather  than  an  evil ; 
and  that  as  far  as  the  interests  of  the 
growers  of  barley  were  eonoemed,  they 
were  by  no  means  injuriously  affected,  and 
that  in  fact  the  growers  of  the  best  samples 
of  barley  reedved  a  considerable  bonus  in 
ooasequeoce  of  the  operation  of  the  Malt 
Tax.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Bast  Snffdk,(SirFitsRoy  Kelly),  laboured 
under  one  of  these  misunderstandion.  In 
his  argument  he  went  on  swimmincmr  up  to 
a  certUD  point,  and  then  befdl  into  aiiBenl- 
ties;  he  sdd  that  £60.000,000  was  spent  in 
the  eoursa  of  the  year  upon  beer,  and  that 
of  this  sum  £20,000,000  was  attributable 
to  the  infiuenee  of  the  Halt  Tax.  He  did 
not,  however,  prove  that  statement  in  the 
dighest  degree,  bat  said  that  if  he  were 
allowed  he  would  prove  it  at  the  Bar  of  the 
House,  well  knoiring,  of  course,  that  he 
would  not  be  called  upon  to  do  so.  When, 
therefore,  misrepresentations  were  made  in 
that  House  it  was  not  surprising  that  they 
were  more  rife  out  of  doors.  There  was  a 
meeting,  of  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  was  Chairman,  the  other  day, 
which  wodd  ^rove  his  assertion.  It  was 
composed  ohi^y  of  famuco,  and  .there 
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were  beddet  a  few  Hetnbert  of  that  House, 
of  whom  some  made  ■peeohei.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Oldham  (Mr.  Cohbeti)  asked  a 
very  important  qaeBtion— namely,  what  wsi 

the  price  of  barlej,  and  altboogh  it  was  a 
meeting  of  farmers  no  one  could  answer. 
There  was  a  scene  of  confusion  for  some 
minutes,  and  the  hon.  Member  was  obliged 
to  answer  his  question  himself.  At  that 
meeting  there  was  one  remarkable  speech 
eontuning  a  number  of  these  prevalent 
errors.  It  was  made  by  a  gentleman 
named  Funnett,  whom  he  did  not  know, 
bnt  who  was  described  as  Chairman  of  the 
Central  Association  for  the  Repeal  of  the 
Malt  Tax.  This  gentleman  gave  his 
opinions  with  greater  confidence  than  taste. 
For  instanoef  he  complimented  the  ninety- 
nine  Members  who  voted  last  Session  with 
the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Morritt),  as  the 
ninety  and  nine  just  men  who  needed  no  re- 
pentance. That  was  rather  a  curious  compli- 
ment to  pay  hon.  Gentlemen,  and  perhaps 
if  the  speaker  had  remembered  the  conteit 
he  would  not  have  used  the  comparison. 
Amongst  other  things  Mr.  Punnett  said 
that  there  were  9,000.000  quarters  of 
barley  produced  in  this  country,  of  which 
two-thirds  were  positively  excluded  from 
malting  operations  by  the  tax.  But  what 
was  the  real  state  of  the  case  ?  Why  that 
five  and  a  half  millions  of  quarters  actually 
were  malted  last  year.  But  his  most  re- 
markable statement  related  to  the  price  of 
beer.  He  siud  that  beer  now  purchased 
for  It,  a  gallon  from  the  brewers,  and 
It.  4d.  from  the  retailers,  could  be  brewed 
but  for  the  tax  for  44.  a  gallon,  but  a  more 
extraTagant  assertion  conul  hardly  be  made. 
The  reiu  fact  was  that  for  one  qaarter  of 
malt  about  130  gallons  of  the  ordinary  beer 
alluded  to  oonid  be  prodaoed.  The  Malt 
Tax  on  these  130  gallons  would  amount  to 
£1  Is.  8d.,  as  nearly  as  possible  2d.  a 
gallon.  The  practical  result  to  the  con- 
sumer was  this.  An  artisan  drinking  two 
quarts  a  day  would  cootribute  to  the 
revenue  the  snm  of  6d.  a  week,  or  26f.  a 
year.  The  case  of  a  farmer  paying  a  part 
of  the  wages  of  hia  men  in  beer  would  be 
somewhat  similar.  He  would  take  the 
ease  of  a  man  with  100  acres  of  arable 
laud  employing  four  men.  The  practice, 
he  believed,  was  to  give  the  men  much 
weaker  beer  generally,  increasing  its 
strength  dnring  the  harvest  time.  The 
amonnt  given  to  each  man  would  be  about 
two  i^nts  a  day.  The  farmer  would  con- 
sequently pay  about  If.  a  week,  or  528.  a 
year  to  the  levenne.     That  was  not  a 


charge  of  which  the  labourer  or  the  former 
had  any  great  reasM  to  oomplun.  It 
was  generally  argued  by  gentlemen  in 
favour  of  the  repeal  of  the  tax  that  barley 
on  tbe  removal  of  the  duty  wonid  rise  in 
price.  He  held,  however,  that  the  con- 
trary would  be  the  case.  Gentlemen  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  looking  at  the  Reports 
of  Hark  Lane  must  be  aware  that  there 
was  a  steady  range  of  prices  from  the 
inferior  to  the  higher  qualities  of  grain, 
end  it  must  be  tolerably  evident  that  the 
marketable  price  was  regulated  by  the  cost 
at  which  the  lower  qualities  could  be  either 
grown  or  introduced  into  the  country.  The 
prices  of  barley  had  a  range  of  about  15s. 
per  quarter  from  the  lowest  grinding  to 
the  highest  malUng  qualiUes — but  the  tut 
governed  tbe  head ;  the  price  of  tiie 
highest  was  ruled  by  that  or  the  lowest ; 
and  any  tendency  to  a  rise  which  might 
result  from  the  repeal  of  the  daty,  would, 
be  thonght,  be  checked  by  the  enormous 

Quantity  of  other  feeding  stuffs  that  were 
aily  imported  into  this  country.  If  they 
remembered  the  present  unprecedented  low 
price  of  barley — lower,  in  fact,  than  it  bad 
been  for  ten  years,  and  bow  foreign  grain 
was  poured  into  London  during  the  winter, 
they  could  not  doubt  that  the  tendency 
which  a  bad  harvest  would  have  to  raise 
the  price  of  grain  would  be  naturally 
checked  by  the  large  extent  of  our  im- 
portations. Owing  to  the  protective 
Customs  Duty,  no  foreign  malt  had  found 
its  way  into  the  English  market,  bnt  if 
the  Bxcise  were  removed,  the  Customs 
Duty,  amounting  to  25».  a  quarter,  would 
have  to  go  too,  and  the  English  farmers 
must  make  up  their  minds  to  find  fore^ 
malt  coming  into  active  competition  with 
that  which  was  produced  at  home.  Con- 
sidering all  these  things,  there  was,  he 
thought,  good  reason  to  believe  that  the 
price  of  inferior  barley  would  not  be 
enhanced  by  the  repeal  of  the  Malt  Tax. 
But  what  about  the  best  barleys,  those 
barleys  which,  under  the  present  state  of 
things,  were  made  into  malt  ?  Would  the 
price  of  such  barleys  rise,  fall,  or  remain 
stationary  if  the  Halt  Tax  were  repealed  ? 
Before  entering  into  that  question  he  must 
remark  that  he  saw  no  reason  to  anticipate 
a  largely  increasing  eonsnmption  of  malt 
if  the  tax  wera  repwded.  The  lowering  of 
the  wine  duties  was  not  at  all  a  case  in 
point.  In  that  case  the  great  diminution 
of  priee  enabled  large  classes  of  inhabitants 
of  this  ooontry  to  buy  forwgn  wine  who 
had  never  boaght  it  before ;  buHtU  elassM 
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drank  beer,  and  it  waa  not  WMy  tbat  a 
man  would  drink  muoh  more  beeaase  tlie 
price  was  a  little  reduced.  Kow,  aa  regarded 
the  superior  deuriptiona  of  barleys,  be 
Ihougbt  tbeir  price  would  fall  relatirelj 
with  the  repeal  of  the  Malt  Tax.  The 
tax  waa  levied  not  on  qnality  but  on  quan- 
tity, and  the  eonaequenee  was  that  the 
best  barieys  paid  no  more  duty  tban  the 
worst.  It  was,  therefore,  an  adTantage  to 
the  brewer  to  buy  the  best  barleys  rather 
than  the  inferior  kinds.  The  lowest  quality 
of  barley  tbat  could  be  profitably  employed 
for  malting  purposes  was  worth  about  2dj. 
a  quarter  atpreseot;  and  while  a  quarter  of 
that  kind  of  barley  contained  about  751bs, 
weight  of  fermentable  matter,  the  best 
qualities  oontained  about  901b8.,  or  about 
one-flfth  more.  It  followed  tbat  best  barley 
waa  naturally  worth  one-fifth  more  in  the 
market  than  tbe  worst,  so  that  if  the 
latter  sold  for  25s,  the  former  might  be 
expected  to  sell  for  30f.  At  the  present 
tine,  however,  the  best  doKriptiona  of 
barley  eonid  not  be  bonght  under  35«.  a 
quarter.  There  waa,  in  faot,  a  direct 
bonUB  of  6«.  a  quarter  to  the  grower,  so 
far  as  the  beat  barleys  were  eonoemed, 
owing  to  the  operation  of  the  Malt  Tax. 
The  hon.  Member  for  East  Suffolk  said, 
that  one  result  of  repealing  the  Malt  Tax 
would  be  that  labonriug  men  would  desert 
the  public-house  and  brew  at  home.  Was 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  erer  in 
Suffolk  at  harTost  time  !  He  (Mr.  Hard- 
eaatle)  did  not  deny  that  kettle-brewing 
was  carried  on  in  that  oounty ;  but  in  the 
harreat  fidda  it  waa  usual  to  ask  for  Unr- 
ge$9e,  and  he  presumed  that  whateTer  money 
was  there  giren  waa  not  apent  in  kettle- 
brewing.  The  repeal  of  the  tax  would 
not  alter  human  nature.  The  man  who 
had  been  in  the  halnt  of  going  to  publie- 
booses  would  eontinae  to  do  so  were  the 
Malt  Tax  repealed.  He  would  not  go 
leas  frequently  because  his  drink  waa 
cheaper ;  he  might  do  so  if  it  were  dearer. 
The  public-house,  aa  had  been  said,  was 
the  poor  man's  club.  He  went  there  to 
read  the  paper,  or  hare  it  read  to  him  ;  he 
went  to  see  his  friends  ;  and  sometimes  he 
Btsyed  at  his  club  too  long;  but  so  long  aa 
human  nature  remained  what  it  was  a 
reduction  of  the  Malt  Duty  would  not 
abridge  attendance  at  the  public-house. 

Cou>NKL  6ARTTEL0T  said,  tbe  laat 
speaker  had  risen  to  defond  the  brewers 
monopoly.  He  denied  that  a  remission  of 
the  tax  would  benefit  the  labouring  man ; 
he  denied  that  it  would  boMfit  Uia  fsriMr 
Mr.  MardoattU 


who  farmed  poor  land  ;  he  denied  tbat  it 
would  benefit  the  farmer  who  farmed  land 
that  would  grow  first-olaaa  barley,  because, 
be  aaid,  the  man  who  could  grow  first-clsH 
barley  sold  it  at  5».  more  than  he  would 
withoQt  the  tax.  He  (Colonel  Barttehit) 
denied  the  assumption ;  he  denied  that  the 
tax  kept  up  the  price  of  the  best  barley ; 
his  oonriction  was,  that  if  the  tax  were 
repealed  the  best  barley  would  command  a 
higher  price  than  now.  He  had  oonsulted 
the  best  authorities  on  the  subject,  and  he 
found  the  general  opinion  to  be  that  if  the 
tax  were  repealed  the  barley  trade  would 
be  invigorated.  It  bad  been  said  that 
when  he  brought  forward  his  Motion  last 
year  he  waa  advocating  the  cause  of  the 
plaintiff  in  "  Barley  v.  Sugar."  Tbat  waa 
□ot  tbe  iaaue.  It  waa  the  relative  elaims 
of  barley  and  aogar,  when  a  surplus  was 
to  be  disposed  of.  The  temperate  Motim 
of  tbe  boo.  Member  for  Beat  Suffolk  must 
eommend  itself  to  the  House,  beeaase  it 
did  not  ask  ln>  immediate  total  repeal  of 
the  tax,  but  for  repeal  whoi  it  eonU 
be  effected  without  prejndiee  to  tbe  in- 
terests of  the  country.  It  simply  asked 
that  when  a  remission  of  taxation  were 
practicable  the  claims  of  the  Malt  Tax 
shonld  he  oonsidered.  He  thought  the 
Chaooellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  sot 
deny  that  the  question  deserved  eoasidera- 
tion.  The  Chancellor  of  tbe  Exchequer 
would  not  deny  that  when  the  advocates 
of  repeal  attended  him  at  a  deputation  he 
urged  tbem  to  agitate  on  the  question. 
Well,  that  agitation  had  been  carried  out 
quietly  and  respectably.  They  had  asked 
that  the  tax  might  be  eonudered  wbra 
there  was  a  aurplua.  But  he  (Colood 
Barltelot)  did  think  that  the  tax  had  a 
prior  olatm  to  abolition  before  any  indirect 
tax.  Aa  an  independent  Member  he  aidd 
this  was  no  party  question.  It  was  a 
question  whieh  anoted  the  interesto  of 
all  elaaaes  of  the  oommnnity.  He  waa 
aure  it  was  not  made  a  party  question  on 
thia  side  of  the  House.  If  it  was  made 
a  party  question  at  all  it  was  so  made  by 
those  who  sat  opposite,  particularly  thoee 
on  the  front  Benches,  and  who,  by  neglect* 
ing  to  perform  the  promise  they  made 
years  ago,  had  imposed  on  those  repre- 
senting the  landed  interest  tbe  necessity 
of  demanding  redress.  To  aay  that  the 
barley-growing  farmer  waa  not  hampered 
in  his  trade  by  tbe  tax  on  nwlt  was  equi- 
valent to  saying  that  its  repeal  would  not 
b«ie6t  him,  remembering  that  aeewdmg 
to  presmt  prieei  one  bnalMl  of  mtlt  waa 
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worth  two  of  barley.  He  (Colonel  Bart- 
telot)  said,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  benefit 
to  the  farmer  from  the  repeal  would  be 
exeeedingly  great.  The  tax  depreelated 
the  Talne  of  barley  to  the  extent  of  3t.  ft 
quarter.  Snppoaing  a  fanner  did  not 
harreat  hia  baney  in  firat-rate  eondition  he 
was  not  able  to  sell  it  for  malting  pur- 
poaea,  although  it  might  be  malted  advan- 
tageoualy  but  for  the  duty,  and  he  lost 
not  only  that  3«.,  but  he  lost  another  3«„ 
making  a  total  of  6f.  a  quarter,  which  waei 
a  very  terious  loss  to  the  man  farming 
300  acres — allowing  60  acres  for  meadow 
and  240  acres  arable.  He  would  annually 
grow  60  acres  of  barley,  which,  at  five 
quarters  an  acre,  would  be  300  quarters  ; 
the  lose,  therefore,  if  well  harvested,  would 
be  £45,  if  badly  harvested,  £90.  Sup- 
posing the  tax  to  be  repealed,  how  would 
barley  be  raised  in  price  ?  The  maltster 
would  go  unfettered  to  market  and  pur- 
ehase  at  the  fnll  valne*  the  same  as 
millera  now  do  with  wheat.  At  present  all 
but  tiie  beat  quality  of  barley  was  a  drug 
in  the  market.  If  ha  waa  right  it  was  a 
Teiy  hard  ease  thai  this  tax,  so  far  as  the 
agrieulturists  were  concerned,  should  be 
maintained.  As  a  principle  of  free  trade, 
he  raised  the  question ;  and  it  was  as  a 
principle  of  free  trade  that  it  ought  to  be 
treated  by  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Qlad- 
stone).  He  (Colonel  Barttelot)  was  afraid 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Uil- 
ner  Gibson)  had  also  forgotten  his  free 
trade  principles.  He  was  afraid  that  when 
that  right  hon.  Gentleman  stepped  up 
from  below  the  gangway  his  free  trade 
prinoiplea  raniahed ;  he  lost  the  vivacity 
and  vigour  whteh  once  distinguished  him, 
and  bwame  a  steady,  aober  going  official. 
The  right  hon.  Qeotleman,  in  hia  speech 
at  Ashton<noder-Lyn6»  tannted  the  Con- 
servatives with  keeping  up  the  expenditure 
of  the  country  and  then  expecting  the 
Malt  Tax  to  be  repealed.  He  (Colonel  Bart- 
telot) denied  this.  No  men  who  had  ever 
sat  on  the  front  Benches  had  spent  so 
much  money  as  the  present  Government. 
He  appealed  to  the  Gentlemen  below  the 
gangway ;  and  he  said  that  the  House 
were  bonnd  to  exert  themselves  to  promote 
retrendiment  in  expenditure,  and  then 
there  would  be  a  surplus  which  would 
afford  the  ontortnnity  to  repeal  the  Malt 
Tai*  Tears  wo  me  conld  hardly  go  ovw 
the  agrionltniaTportioDa  of  Bnglaiid  with- 
o«l  •orisg  ft  nuilt-lKHM  in  erary  viUaga. 


Where  were  they  now?  Tnmed  into  cot- 
tages. But  the  maltsters  bad  disappeared. 
And  why?  Beeanao  of  the  shortness  of 
the  eredit  nvan  to  naltstera  by  the  Chan- 
eellor  of  the  Exeheqnar.  He  would  jnat 
read  to  the  Honsa  a  Report  from  the 
Inland  -Revenue  Almaiiae  for  the  year 
1861,  which  said— 

"  The  period  of  credit  for  paymeDt  of  tbe  datj 
on  malt  hai,  tliis  jetr,  iwen  again  fnrtlwr  redneed 
from  twelve  to  alz  weeks.  There  has  been  a  gra- 
dual decrease  in  tbe  oambv  of  persons  licensed, 
and  in  the  number  of  malt-boaaes,  within  the  last 
ten  jears ;  and  the  diminished  credit  will  probablj 
hare  tbe  efieet  of  aoeelerating  the  movement  to- 
wards the  oonoeotrationof  the  trade  in  the  huds 
of  the  larger  eapiuUsts.  heat  this  ^uld  be 
attributed  entirely  to  the  recent  alteration  in  the 
law,  It  mnj  be  well  to  call  attention  to  the  follow- 
ing aooount,  from  which  (as  inserted  in  the  Re- 
port) it  appears  that  in  ten  ^ears  there  hat  been  a 
decrease  of  1,667  licensed  maltsters,  and  of  1,33!! 
matt-housei,  although  tbe  qnantity  of  malt  made 
has  verj  laigelj  InoTMsed.'* 

Then  the  hon.  Member  for  Bnry  St.  Ed- 
munds said,  that  if  the  Bxeise  duty  on  malt 
were  repealed,  the  Customs  duty  on  malt 
must  be  repealed  also.  That  duty  he 
(Colonel  Barttelot)  believed  was  25i. ;  the 
duty  at  home  was  21i.  Sd. ;  bathe  thought  ^ 
it  would  be  no  hardship  on  the  foreigner  ' 
that  the  difference  between  the  Customs 
and  the  Excise  duties  (i.e.,  3s.  4d.)  should 
be  retained  if  the  h<Hne  duty  were  re- 
pealed ;  for  if  foreign  malt  were  bonded, 
there  was  no  duty  charged  till  the  sale 
was  effected.  Was  that  the  case  with 
our  maltsters  at  home  ?  The  foreigner 
had  nothing  to  pay  till  he  sold.  Bat 
the  home  grower  bad  to  pay  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  at  ooce ;  and,  moreover, 
to  give  longer  oredits  than  the  foreigner. 
To  the  foreigner  everything  was  couUur  de 
rose ;  not  so  to  the  home  grower.  A  great 
deal  has  been  said  oonoeming  the  benefit 
that  would  arise  from  the  feeding  of  oattle 
on  malt;  and  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman 
introdoeed  a  Bill  last  Session  for  allowing 
barley  to  be  malted  for  cattle- feeding 
purposes,  care  being  taken  to  prevent 
its  use  in  brewing.  He  held  in  his  hand 
a  Return  stating  tbe  number  of  malt- 
houses  opened  for  the  making  of  this 
malt.  The  number  was  twenty-eight. 
Only  twenty-eight  people  oonld  be  found 
to  attempt  to  manu^ture  this  ooodi- 
ment,  which,  after  all,  eould  he  used  fw 
brewing  ;  for  tbe  hon.  Member  for  Derby* 
at  the  elose  of  laat  Sessbn,  sent  down  to 
the  House  two  casks  of  beer,  one  brewed 
from  pure  malt,  the  other  from  the  Chanoel- 
lor  ttf  tba  Rxohnqow's  ooadimant,  and  the 
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Chaocellor  of  the  Exchequer  preferred  the 
beer  breired  from  his  own  oondimeot.  The 

jnght  boD.  OoDtleman  Bhook  his  head.  He 
(Colonel  Buttelot)  thongbt  he  remembered 
the  right  boo.  Giratleman  retnnune  from 
tasting  die  beer  ontiide ;  and,  aluongh 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  a  curious 
face,  he  (Colonel  Barttelot)  understood  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gave  the  prefer- 
ence to  the  brcfriag  from  his  own  mixture. 
But,  whether  so  or  not,  the  Bill  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  been  a  dead  letter  and 
of  no  use  to  farmers.  An  attempt  bad 
been  made  to  persuade  the  House  that  the 
farmers  were  tbe  moat  ignorant  of  men,  be- 
cause thef  had  not  used  barley  for  feeding 
oattle.  But  had  any  practical  agriculturist 
present — the  hon.  Member  for  Whitby  (Mr. 
Thompson),  for  instaooe,  with  bis  twenty- 
fire  years  experience— ereruaed  barley  for 
feeding  cattle.  If  they  bad  not,  why  not? 
Because  barley  was  not  tbe  best  food  for 
feeding  cattle.  For  feeding  pigs  barley 
meal  was  the  best  food,  no  donot — not  so 
for  feeding  cattle.  The  faet  was  that  it 
did  not  make  as  good  manure  as  wheat,  or 
anything  like  as  good  as  malt ;  and  the 

.  proof  was  that,  after  generations  of  expe- 
rience, it  was  only  used  for  the  single  pur- 
pose of  feeding  pigs.  The  Report  from  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  been  referred  to  as 
conclusive.  But  that  Report,  to  be  of  real 
Talue  to  the  House,  ought  to  have  been 
produced  three  months  ago.  It  was  a 
hardship  for  hon.  Members  to  be  called  on 
to  decide  on  a  Report  just  put  into  their 
hands,  and  before  they  bad  time  to  acquaint 
themseWes  with  its  contents.  Almost  at 
the  same  moment  that  tbe  Report  reached 
him,  he  read  in  The  Timet  a  leading  article 
asserting  that  the  case  of  tbe  advooates  for 
the  repeal  of  the  tax  was  hopeless  ;  hut 
OD  looking  into  the  Report  he  saw  that  the 
gentleman  wbo  wrote  the  article  could 
havQ  known  nothing  whatever  of  farming. 
The  Report  formed  no  test  at  all  except 
with  regard  to  sheep.  To  the  cows  31b. 
of  barley  a  day  was  given,  and  to  the  oxen 
41b. ;  hut  it  was  not  by  such  small  quanti- 
ties that  the  effect  of  food  upon  animals 
could  be  seen.  He  had  seen  experiments 
tried  with  oilcake  and  malt.  His  neighbour 
Lord  Leconfield  had  put  up  four  beasts  at 
Petworth,  and  had  fed  two  on  malt  and 
two  on  oilcake.  Those  fed  on  malt  weighed, 
when  put  up,  140  stone,  and  when  killed 
1928t«ie4^b.  Those  fed  on  oilcake,  when 
put  up,  weighed  168  stone,  and  when  killed 
218  stone  41b.  They  were  fattened  for 
sixteen  week^  and  dio  difieranoe  in  farenr 
Colonel  BarMot 


of  malt  waa  two  stones.  If  malt  could 
thus  compete  with  oilcake  it  would  be  the 
greatest  boon  to  the  agrioultnral  interest 
to  hare  it  cheap.  Another  effect  of  taking 
off  the  duty  would  be  to  reduce  thejirieeof 
oilcake,  of  rape  cake*  and  of  eotton  cake, 
and  thus  enable  farmera  to  feed  mere  stock 
either  with  their  own  bariey  malted  or  the 
cheaper  article  which  they  would  then  be 
enabled  to  buy.  No  one  could  look  at  oar 
home  supply  to  the  London  market  with- 
out feeling  surprised  that  it  had  increased 
so  little.  Tbe  numbers  were  as  follows : — 

1B68.  1863. 

Beut                       262fi2i  ...  386,177 

Sheep  and  lambs...  1,335,471  ...  1,389,142 

Cains                       30,805  .»  33,291 

Pigs       .„      ...      34,877  ...  03,965 

From  the  above  figures  we  mnst  deduek 
the  numbers  of  foreign  stoc^  offered,  in 
order  to  see  how  far  production  baa  in- 
creased in  the  United  Kingdom.  Thoae 
numbers  were— 

1853.  1888. 

Beasts    53,344  ...  73,907 

Sheep  and  lambs...     830,439  ...  385,398 

Oalves    33,619  ...  36,630 

Pigs    8,508  ...  17,503 

The  increase  at  home  was  so  small  that  it 
was  hardly  to  be  taken  into  account.  Tbe 
only  mode  to  explain  this  was  that  the 
agricultural  interest  in  England,  in  Ire- 
land, and  in  parts  of  Scotland  had  been 
much  depressed,  and  it  might  be  supposed 
that  there  had  not  been  the  means  of  fat- 
tening the  beasts  in  proporUon  to  thar 
increase.  Then  one  word  with  respect  to 
the  Report  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  supplied  them  with.  That  part  re- 
lating to  sheep  was  rather  a  fairer  test 
than  that  of  cattle,  the  quantity  pven  to 
theeows  and  oxen  waa  so  small  that  it  waa 
no  criterion.  He  must  say  Uiat  the  results 
were  not  what  ho  eould  wish,  though  hs 
had  nothing  to  say  against  Mr.  Lawea, 
except  that  he  believed  be  had  some  time 
before  expressed  an  opimon,  which  waa 
published  in  the  Journal  of  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Society,  that  barley  was  better 
than  malt.  Was  he  then,  having  a  fore- 
gone conclusion  on  the  subject,  quite  the 
right  man  to  intrust  tbe  experiments  to  ? 
Mr.  Lawes  was  also  sent  down  to  Rugby 
I  to  make  experiments  with  regard  to  sewage 
.  which  were  not  likely  to  prove  generally 
satisfactory,  considering  the  mistakes  that 
.  he  had  made.  When  he  (Colonel  Barttelot) 
I  had  read  the  Report  through  and  formed 
I  bis  own  opinion,  knowing  the  experienee 
of  Mr.  lUgden  asn  mwt  aneoeiiful  breeder 
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•f  sheep  u  Snuex  lie  ira«i  down  to  Um, 
Kod  bis  oputftn  wm  u  follows 

*<  It  apoMn  to  ma  tlmt  the  qtuntitf  of  both 
bu>l«7  ftM  matt  nasi  U  exonm*a)r  aoiftll.  The 

ntitj  ooaanoMd  hj  «Mh  utinul  it  oot  mor* 
four  btiBfaeb  in  ten  weeks,  and  bean  suoli  a 
smalt  proportion  to  the  other  food  that  it  can 
hardlf  DO  eooiidered  a  test  m  to  what  either  maSt 
or  barley  would  aeeomplieh  if  Died  in  lai^erqnan- 
titiee.  If  I  were  feeding  a  lot  of  beaata  I  sboald 
UM  three  timee  M  moob,  learing  out  the  cake 
and  bean  meal ;  I  mean  eappositiff  I  was  doing  ao 
entirely  for  the  pnroose  of  teatitig  the  relative 
tsIbo  of  malt  and  bariey  for  feeding  porpoaea. 
Tlw  aatiM  TMoatk  wobM  appljr  to  tiio  twenty  oxen. 
The  ezperimenta  with  aheep  aeem  to  be  a  ftirer 
test,  aa  only  barley  or  malt  hare  been  aaed  in  ad- 
dition to  oloTor,  ohaf^  and  roota.  It  appeara  by 
the  Report  that  the  gain  of  eaeh  aheep  in  live 
Wright  nas  been  about  81b.  In  a  month.  Some 
pears  daot  I  led  aaveral  abe^  with  malt,  in  ad- 
ditim  to  mieake,  rooti^  Ae.,  and  I  nerar  obtained 
so  muoh  weight  in  a  given  time  as  I  did  on  that 
oocaaion;  aoroe  of  the  aheep  gained  upwarda  of 
801b.  live  weight  in  a  month.  It  may  also  be 
worth  eonsideration  that  the  feeding  qoalitiea  of 
the  inferior  bailey  haa  been  very  go^  daring  the 
laat  two  years.  A  great  deal  that  has  not  been 
saleable  for  malting  would  weigh  021b.  or  B31b. 
per  bushel,  whieh  is  01b.  or  81b.  over  an  average 
for  that  desoripUon.  I  should  never  liave  thought 
of  Ibeding  pigs  with  matt.  I  sboold  ^uita  sxpsst 
that  (bay  would  thrive  bettar  on  bariey  meal." 

Ai  to  the  ranarks  of  the  hen.  Uember  for 
Whitby  (Hr.  TbompBon),  that  the  repeal 
of  this  tai  would  not  benefit  the  occupiers 
of  olay  lands,  he  (Colonel  Barttelot)  ex- 
pressed a  confident  opinion  that  if  they 
were  well  drained  and  managed  rery  fair 
barley  could  be  grown  on  them.  It  was  very 
seldom,  too,  that  there  were  not  fire  or  six 
fields  on  a  clay  farm  which  lay  higher  and 
drier  than  the  rest  of  the  farm,  on  which 
barley  could  be  grown.  He  did  not  say 
they  woold  grow  the  best  barley,  hut  they 
would  grow  a  good  feeding  barley.  If  the 
daty  were  taken  off,  the  fiumers  would  be 
able  to  fftttttn  their  heMte  nt  a  ebeaper 
rate,  and  there  would  be  a  decrease  in  the 
price  of  neat.  la  1853  the  price  of  beef 
ranged  from  2f.  M.  to  5$.,  and  of  mntton 
from  2«.  to  At.  4d.  In  1863,  bowoTer, 
the  price  of  beef  had  risen,  and  ranged 
from  Z$.  4d.  to  Bi.  2d.,  while  the  price  of 
mutton  ranged  from  3«.  6d.  to  6«.  2d, 
Only  that  day  ho  had  seen  it  stated  that 
some  sheep  had  been  sold  at  from  7*.  to 
7s.  4d.  per  stone  of  eight  pounds  in  their 
wool.  Nothing  but  the  good  price  of  their 
■took  had  enabled  the  fanners  to  keep  their 
heads  above  water.  He  was  sorry  not  to 
see  the  hen.  llenber  for  Rochdale  in  bis 
place,  heeaose  he  bad  promised  hhn  that 
if  he  TMsed  annular  Motion  to  the  present 
on  fren  trade  gronnda  be  {Mr.  GnbdiB) 
Toil.  OhSSYXL   [imBD  mm.] 


would  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  Malt  Tax. 
Last  year,  upon  his  (Colonel  Barttelot's) 
Motion  on  the  snbjeet  of  the  Halt  Duty, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Rochdale  said — 

"  It  woold  be  a  great  relief  to  the  very  poorest 
part  oS  the  community  if  the  Mait  Tax  could  be 
abolished.   I  say  the  very  poorest  psrt  of  the 
oonmanity,  beosose  I  think  the  oonsomptlon  of 
beer,  probably  more  than  of  any  other  article,  be- 
longa  to  the  very  pooreat  of  our  laboorers.  I  now 
spnk  of  the  male  labourer  more  than  of  anyotbor. 
I  am  of  this  opinion,  becaoae,  aa  all  of  oa  who  are 
acquainted  with  rural  life  muat  know  that,  if  tbey 
could,  the  a^caltural  labourers  of  this  country 
would  all  enjoy  the  berenge  of  beer ;  while,  with 
their  Umit«l  wages  and  with  the  geaeral  habit  of 
agrieultnral  laboorers  to  bo  married  bmo,  I  tUnk 
there  ia  very  small  danger  of  these  men  ever 
oarrying  the  indulgence  too  far.    But  depend 
upon  it.  It  would  contribute  very  muoh  to  the 
contentment  of  that  class,  and  to  make  tbem  leas 
disaatisfled  when  comparing  their  lot  with  that  of 
the  rest  of  the  oommnnity,  n,  instesd  of  being  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  the  brook  or  the  spring,  they 
could  enjoy  some  share  of  the  i»oduce  of  the  land 
on  which  tbey  are  employed,  in  the  shape  of  a 
glass  of  beer."— [S  BaiuarO,  clxxiv.  1020.] 
That  was  a  strong  argument  put  in  his 
usual  forcible  way  by  his  hon.  Friend,  who 
wa«  in  the  habit  of  dealing  openly  with 
SDoh  questions,  and  if  he  were  in  his  plaee 
on  that  oeeasion  he  should  hsTo  hoped  to 
hear  a  speech  from  him  in  farovr  the 
Motion.    Now  a  word  as  to  the  difference 
between  tea  and  malt  in  regard  to  the 
labouring  man.    It  was  perfectly  true  that 
the  dsty  upon  tea  and  sugar  had  been 
reduced,  but  the  benefit  of  that  reduction 
had  failed  to  reach  the  agrieoltural  parts 
of  the  country  as  it  should  have  done.  In 
the  small  shops  of  the  sgrioultural  districts 
tea  which  might  be  had  in  towns  for  3«.  Bd. 
a  lb.  ttill  cost  4s.,  and  sugar  which  might 
be  got  elsewhere  for  4d.  a  lb.  cost  4|d. 
The  oonsnmption  of  tea  by  a  labouring  man, 
his  wife,  and  six  children,  in  agricultural 
districts  might  be  taken  at  ^  lb.  eaeh  week, 
and  2lbB  of  sugar  and  the  saving  on  both 
tea  and  sngar  1  }d.  each,  waa  only  Sd.  a 
week.    What  did  a  man  pay  fm  his  heert 
He  paid  id.  per  pot  for  beer  adulterated. 
peHiaps,  with  eocvlut  indiau,  the  infusion 
of  a  berry  producing  a  stimulsting  and 
intoxicating  effect  on   the  system  very 
much  like  that  caused  by  alcohol,  and  ser- 
ring  as  a  cheap  substitute  for  a  portion  of 
malt,  thus  getting  a  very  bad  article  at  a 
rery  high  price.    The  poor  man  ought  to 
be  enabled  to  brew  bia  own  beer  at  Ad. 
per  gallon,  and  small  beer  at  even  a  lower 
sum.     This  would  materially  affect  hie 
hoosebold  eoononiy,  besides  supplying  a 
better  drink  to  his  family  thao^that  miser- 
aUe  ttnff  wMk  teai»^n|MHU0^9>l>ai 
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aSXk,  He  thonght  thb  woald  out  the 
groand  from  under  the  hon.  Uember  for 
Carlisle  (Mr.  Lawson)  with  regard  to  his 
FermissiTe  Bill,  and  would  supplj  to  a 
labourer  a  good,  honest  glass  of  beer.  He 
begged  to  ask  tlie  serious  eonsideration  of 
the  HoDse  to  this  qDestion.  He  therefore 
veutured  to  hope  the  House  would  calml; 
consider  this  matter,  and  that  its  verdict 
would  be  in  favoar  of  a  reduction  with  the 
Tiew  of  a  total  repeal  of  a  tax  which  he 
had  shown  was  most  unfair  to  the  barlej* 
growing  farmer,  moat  hurtful  to  the  ph  jBieal 
and  moral  oondition  of  the  poor  man,  was 
also  a  heav T  tax  on  the  general  public  both 
with  r^ard  to  meat  and  beer.  He  there- 
fore hoped  in  fumess  to  one  class,  for  the 
moral  welfare  of  another,  and  for  the  public 
good,  that  this  Motion  might  be  earned  as 
the  first  step  to  the  remoTal  of  a  roost 
nnjnst  and  oppressive  tax. 

Mb.  MILNER  GIBSON:  One  would 
suppose  from  the  waj  in  which  the  Report 
with  regard  to  the  experiments  to  test  the 
value  of  malt  in  feeding  oatUe  has  been 
mentioned  in  the  course  of  the  debate  that 
the  experiments  were  undertaken  volun- 
tarily by  the  Board  of  Trade,  aod  that  the 
Report  was  volunteered  by  that  Depart- 
ment. Sir,  there  was  a  Committee  of  this 
Hottse  appointed  to  consider  the  qveationi 
and  they  separated  with  the  distinct  andeF> 
■tanding  tiut  during  the  recess  experiments 
iipm  a  urge  scale  were  to  be  undertaken 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  with  a  view  to 
acquire  some  accurate  information  upon  the 
iobjeet.  Well,  the  Board  of  Trade  acted 
in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Com- 
mittee. They  employed  one  of  the  most  emi- 
nent agricultural  chymists  in  the  country,  a 
man  well  versed  in  the  science  of  farming, 
aod  who  eonldnot  be  lapposed  to  have  any 
other  object  whatever  than  to  ascertain, 
as  far  as  experiments  could  enable  him, 
the  exact  tmth.  But  I  think  these  ex- 
periments are  in  their  nature  so  compli* 
oated  that  wc  ahonld  not  usefully  employ 
our  time  in  discnssing  in  detail  the  pre- 
cise methods  which  were  employed  in 
testing  the  qualities  of  malt  as  food  for 
oxen,  sheep,  oows,  and  pigs.  We  must 
take  it  that  we  have  an  authority  who  is 
entitled  to  weight — I  do  not  say  he  is  in- 
fallible —  and  who  tells  na  that  the  value 
<rf  malt  in  feeding  cattle  is  not  what  it  has 
been  supposed  to  be,  and  that  a  given 
weight  of  bariey  is  more  profitable  as  food 
for  oattte  than  if  given  as  malt.  I  think 
that  this  Report  of  Mr.  Lawaa  ii  TOry 
ameh  atrangUMiied  by  the  fact  that  pn- 
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ceding  experimenta  have  alwaja  ended 
in  somewhat  similar  results,  and,  thongh  it 
is  stated  that  Mr.  Lawes  was  engaged  in 
some  experimenta  in  1848  and  1849, 1  am 
not  aware  that  he  was  so  engaged  in  1845 
and  1846  when  experiments  were  carried 
on  by  Dr.  Thomas  and  Mr.  Thompson  upon 
the  same  subject.    We  are  told  that  this 
Motion  is  a  moderate  one.    We  are  first 
of  all  asked  to  vote  that  the  da^  on  malt 
should  be  considered  when  there  may  be  an 
opportunity  of  remitting  indirect  taxation. 
I  admit  that  has  a  moderate  aspect ;  for  I 
preanme  when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer is  about  to  remit  indireet  taxation 
he  takes  into  consideration  all  aneh  taxa- 
tion, with  the  view  of  seeing  how  he  can 
give  relief  in  the  most  ^ost  and  beneficial 
manner  to  the  commonitT  at  large.  Nei* 
ther  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exeheqner  of 
this  or  any  other  Administration  would  ex* 
elude  from  his  consideration  the  claims  of 
the  landed  interest  or  any  other  interest, 
and,  therefore,  I  think  it  unnecessary  to 
asBuroe  that  this  or  any  other  duty  would 
not  be  eonsidered  by  a  Government  about 
to  remit  indirect  taxation.    But  the  Reso- 
lution goes  on  to  say  that  it  is  to  be  oon- 
aidered  "  with  a  view  to  ita  early  reduction 
and  ultimate  repeal;"  that  it  ie  to  be  pre* 
ferred  to  any  other,  and,  therefore,  we 
are  asked  to-night  to  tie  the  hands  of  this 
and  of  future  Administrations,  to  Innd  them 
by  this  solemn  promise  that,  whatever  the 
circumstances  of  the  eonntrj,  whatever 
the  claims  of  different  interests  when  indi- 
rect taxation  is  to  be  dealt  with,  a  deaf 
ear  is  to  be  turned  to  all  others  exeept 
those  who  ask  for  a  repeal  of  the  Malt 
Tax.    We  are  to  affirm  that  the  Malt  Tax 
is  the  worst  of  taxes,  and  that  we  are  bit  by 
bit  to  nibble  at  it  nntil  to  arrive  at  its  total 
abolition.   I  do  not  think  that  it  is  a  wise 
proposition.  I  do  not  think,  whatever  may 
be  the  ohjeoUons  entertained  by  some  to  the 
Malt  Tax,  that  it  is  wise  or  omdent  to  pledge 
Pariiament  that  this  tax  snail  year  by  year 
be  dealt  with  in  preference  to  other  indi- 
rect taxes,  notQ  its  total  repeal  is  accom- 
plished.   This  is  a  proposition  altogether 
different  from  that  brought  forward  hj  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Back- 
ingham,  in  1853.    He  proposed,  if  I  am 
not  mistaken,  to  deal  with  it  upon  a  totally 
different  prinoiple.    He  proposed  to  halve 
the  Malt  Tax.  That  was  thought  by  many 
to  be  a  very  iojudioions  proposal,  because 
when  yon  halve  an  Rxoise  tax  you  atill 
keep  on  all  Uie  harasuDg  rcfnla- 
lioam  and  hare  tlwn|Biijq^^83^teB 
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u  before.  Bot  I  th'mk  I  am  right  id 
lajing  that  his  idea  was  to  halve  the  tax 
in  order  that,  by  inoreaaed  eonsamptioQ,  a 
Tery  large  portion  of  the  rerenae  which 
was  at  first  sacriBced  might  be  restored. 
The  noble  Lord  (Lord  iStanlejjdtaapproTeB 
any  proposal  for  the  nltimaie  repeal  of  the 
Malt  Tax,  though  he  admits  that,  there 
being  other  taxes  vhioh  have  a  prior  claim, 
at  some  distant  time  a  million  or  two  may 
be  taken  from  the  tax.  Bat  this  is  quite 
a  different  propoaal.  Yon  may  eall  the 
Besolotim  an  abstract  one,  but  I  think  it 
it  a  very  practical  one.  If  it  passes.  Par- 
liament cannot  disregard  it,  and,  unless 
rescinded,  I  say  we  pledge  ourselves  not 
to  repeal  any  indireot  taxes  until  we  have 
got  rid  of  £6,000.000  of  Halt  Duty.  Now. 
what  is  this  Halt  Tax?  It  is  a  very 
ancient  tax;  it  has  existed  a  century  and 
a  half.  I  do  not  say  that  this  shows  it  to 
be  a  good  tax,  but  is  it  not  part  of  a 
system  f  I  have  often  heard  it  sMd  that 
direot  are  preferable  to  indirect  taxes. 
This  Uotion  is  not  brought  forward  on 
aneb  a  principle,  but  there  are  many  who, 
arguing  for  the  abolition  of  all  indireet 
taxes,  say  that  if  you  are  to  maintun  any 
Bneh  taxes  they  see  no  objection  to  a  re- 
venue derived  mm  stimnlating  and  intoxi- 
cating drinks.  That  is  a  verr  ganwal 
opinion,  and  I  find  it  confirmed  by  a  very 
eminent  antiiority.  Ur.  Stuart  MiU  says — 

"  Amonff  lunirin  of  general  oonBomptioD,  tax- 
ation shouTd  bj  preference  atUoh  iteelf  to  itimu- 
lants,  because  theee,  altbongh  io  themseWes  aa 
legitimate  and  beneficial  Indulgeoesa  as  any  others, 
are  more  likelj  than  most  others  to  be  used  in 
•zoesa,  so  that  tbsohSBk  to  oonannptUm  natarally 
arising  from  taxation  is  on  the  whda  btttar  ap- 
plied to  them  than  to  other  thingB." 

Well,  we  have  acted  on  that  principle  in 
England.  We  have  got  a  large  reveoae 
flowing  from  indirect  taxation  levied  on  sti- 
mulating drinks  ,and  this  rerenae  amonnta 
to  upwards  of  £20.000.000.  From  Bri- 
tish spirits  yon  get  £10,000.000 ;  from 
colonial  ram,  brandy,  and  geneva, 
£2.910,000 1  from  vine,  £1,232,824; 
and  from  malt  in  the  shape  of  beer, 
£6,000.000 ;  amounting  altogether  to 
£20.143,649.  I  say,  therefore,  that  this 
is  part  of  a  system.  Why  should  beer 
be  excepted  fnm  this  system!  Spirits, 
on  whieh  you  would  keep  the  tax,  are  dis- 
tilled from  com.  Colonial  rum  is  a  pro- 
dttct  of  coloiuid  industry.  Why,  then,  re- 
move the  dnty  from  beer?  [An  hon. 
Mxmbir:  Fran  malt  I]  Tes«  vad  tbcre- 
fora  inn  baer.  At  the  propotiticni  iteiidi, 


I  say  it  is  to  repeal  the  duty  on  beer  and 
to  make  it  an  exception  to  the  present 
system.  Yon  may  talk  of  the  vehicle  in 
whieh  the  alcohol  is  contained  as  being 
very  important,  but  I  do  not  believe  in 
that.  The  same  stimulating  element  ex- 
ists in  beer  as  in  brandy,  and  all  other 
aleohotio  beveragea,  making  them  objects  of 
desire.  Now,  how  do  you  propose  to  treat 
British  spirits  f  Taking  the  wholeaale  price 
of  corn-spirit  at  1«.  the  doty  at  10c. 
per  gallon  amonnta  to  600  per  cent.  If, 
then,  you  take  the  doty  off  beer,  will  not 
the  distillers  any,  "  Are  you  not  gi^g  to 
do  any  tiling  for  us  V  Would  not  that  be 
a  jost  claim  ?  Are  not  the  consumers  of 
brandy,  geneva,  and  spirits,  as  much  en- 
titled to  consideration  as  consumers  of 
other  stimulating  drinks?  ["No,  not"] 
You  are  going,  then,  to  favour  the  compe- 
tition of  beer  with  those  other  beveragest 
and  you  think  that  just?  1  confess  I  do 
not  think  it  is.  Take  tho  case  of  Ireland 
and  Scotland.  I  have  got  here  a  Return 
of  the  number  of  barrels  of  beer  per  head 
of  the  population  consumed  in  the  three 
kingdoms.  In  England  two  bushels  of  malt 
or  one  barrel  of  beer  per  head  are  eonsnmed, 
taking  the  population  at  20,000,000 « 
and  tber^ore  the  duty  paid  on  beer  is 
in  round  numbers  5$.  5d.  per  individual. 
In  Scotland  the  population  is  3,061,329, 
snd  the  consumption  there  is  only  one- 
third  of  a  barrel  of  beer  per  head,  the 
duty  paid  being  Is.  lOd.  In  Ireland,  with 
a  population  of  5,790,000,  only  one-fifth 
of  a  barrel  of  beer  per  head  is  consumed, 
and  the  duty  paid  is  Is.  Id.  per  head.  So 
that  you  are  going  to  relieve  the  popula- 
tion of  England  of  a  tax  amounting  to 
5f.  5d.  per  head,  and  the  population  of 
Scotland  and  Ireland  only  to  the  extent  ot 
li.  lOd.  and  Is.  Id.  per  bead.  I  think 
when  that  is  nnderatood  by  the  people  (tf 
the  three  kingdoms  they  will  say  that 
what  you  now  propose  ia  not  a  jost  re- 
mission of  taxation.  If  yon  ontox  stimn- 
lating drinks  in  general  nee  in  England 
you  ought  to  relieve  the  alcoholic  beveragea 
which  are  generally  consumed  by  the  popu- 
lation of  Scotland  and  Ireland.  If  by  repeal- 
ing tlie  Halt  Tax  you  set  beer  free,  you  will 
be  compelled  to  deal  with  whisky  and  spirits, 
snd  you  will  thus  break  in  upon  this  re- 
venue of  £20,000.000  a  year,  whieh  I 
declare  I  think  has  tonded  greatly  to  the 
stohittty  of  British  credit  and  finance.  Hy 
figures  have  been  so  much  attacked  that 
I  am  really  almost  afraid  bi  quote  any 
more,  but  with  gre^gfSiPflfCi^O^W 
3  T  3  ^ 
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that  I  adhere  entirely  to  the  BUtement  I 
made  at  ABhton,  which  ha«  been  w  maeh 
impugned.  I  stated  a  fact,  which  has  been 
oonflrmed  bj  the  hon.  Member  (Ifr.  Hard- 
oastle),  that  the  doty  on  beer  sold  retail 
at  4d.  a  pot  was  less  than  a  halfpenny, 
and  that  this  dnty  was  nearly  equal  to  12| 
per  eent.  Recoil eot,  I  tued  this  statement 
m  order  td  compare  the  relatire  taxation 
npon  tM,  sngar,  and  malt,  because  the 
hon.  and  learned  Oeutieman  (Sir  FitaRoy 
Kelly)  had  sUted  pnbliely  that  all  he 
wanted  was  jnst  wd  e^oal  treatment  as  be- 
tween those  ortioleB.  Wdl,  I  found  Uiat 
taking  tea  at  a  fair  avenue  retail  price 
of  3«.  a  pound,  the  doty  of  It.  upon  that 
amounted  to  33|  per  cent.  I  made  the  same 
caleutation  with  respect  to  coffee  and 
sugar ;  and  as  to  those  additions  to  the 
Halt  Tax  to  which  tiie  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  referred,  as  taking  place  in  the 
passing  of  the  malt  and  beer  from  one 
trader  to  another,  if  that  is  to  be  allowed 
yon  mast  also  allow  for  the  same  additions  in 
tiie  Costoms  duty  upon  tea  and  upon  sugar, 
which  has  been  advanood  by  the  person 
who  first  takes  those  articles  ont  of  bond. 
I  submit,  therefore,  that  my  eomparison 
was  perfeetiy  fur  and  raaaonable,  aad  I 
eannot  sco  in  what  rwpeet  it  was  Mlaeions. 
If  I  teko  the  wholesale  vrioes  of  these  ar- 
tioles  I  find  that  the  dHfereneo  is  still  very 
greatly  in  favour  of  the  duty  on  beer.  In 
the  case  of  tea,  for  instance,  at  a  shilling 
a  pound,  the  duty  of  a  shilliog  would 
amount  to  100  per  eent  on  the  wholesale 
market  price.  On  co&e  at  a  wholeeale 
market  ralne  of  5d.  a  pound  a  duty  of  Zd. 
would  amount  to  60  per  eent,  and  so  with 
other  articles ;  but  when  I  come  to  the 
wholesale  price  of  beer,  and  pat  it  at  36«. 
per  barrel,  I  find  that  the  duty  araoants  to 
only  17|  per  eent.  Whether,  therefore, 
we  take  the  wholesale  or  retail  prices  of 
difi^ont  articles,  wa  find  that  beer  is  much 
less  taxed  than  eidier  tea  or  angar.  I 
win  put  the  eases  very  shortly  ia  this  way 
—-for  CTCry  shilling  spent  on  tea  sold  retail, 
a  man  pays  id.  dnty  at  least ;  for  OTory 
shilling  spent  on  brown  sugar  2(1.  64-100  ; 
for  every  ahitling  spent  on  wBoe  2d.  28-100 ; 
while  for  every  shilling  spent  on  beer  he  pays 
only  1  id.  I  refer  to  these  several  articles 
as  sold  retail.  That,  I  contend,  is  a  fair 
way  to  estimate  the  preasnre  of  these  taxes 
on  the  consumer,  and  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing  that  public  opinion  would  b«  more 
flivonrablo  to  the  daims  of  such  articles  as 
tea  and  logar  than  to  those  of  aleobolic 
bowagsa.  To*  nay  talk  of  bmring  at 
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home,  at  the  labonnr's  cottage*  bat  what 
an  impmrtant  artide  to  the  wife  and  child- 
ren of  the  labourer  is  tea  I  What  an  im- 
portant article  is  sugar  and  those  otiier 
commodities  to  whidi  I  have  referred  !  It 
is,  I  may  add,  my  firm  belief  that  the  habit 
of  drinking  tea  is  making  way  among  the 
agricultanU  labonrers,  and  I  know  that 
at  this  time,  not  only  among  tiie  agri- 
cultural but  tiie  maritime  population  of  Uiis 
country  engaged  in  the  ooacting  trade, 
there  is  a  very  great  oxtennoo  of  the  eon- 
sumption  of  tea,  eoflfoa,  ud  sneh  beverages, 
aad  a  smaller  eonsnmptwn  of  bear  and 
stimnlatiog  drinks.  Tboogh  I  do  not  at 
all  profess  to  advoeato  the  view  of  prohibit- 
ing by  means  of  restrietiwis  th«  consomp- 
tion  of  fermented  drinks,  yet  I  do  think  it 
is  a  movement  in  the  right  direction  whoa 
yon  see  that  there  is  a  greater  ooosnmptton 
of  more  innocent  articles  than  used  to  be 
even  among  that  class  who  get  their  tiring 
by  the  laMur  of  thmr  hands.  I  do  net, 
however,  go  the  length  of  ssying  that  the 
Halt  Tax  has  no  evils.  I  am  viewing  the 
Malt  Tax  in  relation  to  the  financial  neeeo- 
sities  of  the  country,  and  the  claims  for 
remission  in  the  case  of  other  taxes ;  but  I 
am  far  fran  maintaining  that  there  are  not 
evils  connected  with  the  Malt  Dnty.  as  with 
all  other  taxes.  I  quite  admit  it  is  unde- 
sirable that  any  kind  of  manufaetore 
should  be  carried  on  under  Bxcise  Regula- 
tions, but  taxes  roust  be  levied,  and  while 
that  is  the  case  I  am  afraid  we  must  sub- 
mit to  evils  to  the  extent  to  which  I  have 
referred.  I  have,  I  may  add,  been  in- 
formed that  no  maltster  now  complains  of 
the  regulations  which  attach  to  the  mann- 
facture  of  malt.  It  is,  I  believe,  true  that 
those  regulations  have  been  so  modified 
that  it  is  no  longer  emsidered  that  the 
Excise  system  in  raation  to  malt  stands  in 
the  way  of  ite  being  most  oheaply  and  most 
profitably  maoofbotored.  The  Cnstooi 
doty  of  25$.  on  lorotgn  malt  as  aguast  a 
dnty  of  21«.  Sd,  on  hoao  made  malt  is.  I 
hava  no  donbt,  more  than  sofiieiont  to 
cover  any  disadvantage  which  may  arise 
from  the  latter  being  manufactured  under 
the  operation  of  an  Excise  daty.  But  I 
understand  the  hon.  and  gallant  Geatieman 
who  has  jost  spoken  to  advocate  tiie  repeal 
of  the  Malt  Tax  on  the  ground  that  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  Customs  duty  wss  still  to 
be  levied  on  foreign  malt.  I  do  not  think, 
however,  that  the  hon.  and  loamed  Oootle- 
mao  the  Member  for  Suffolk  lad  na  to  ano- 
posa  that  that  wai  tha  Maniag  of  Us 
Motion t  mot  49ldt^^Jmmmg^^ 
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ommdI,  kfter  thtt  t^mI  ti  the  ExoiM  duly 
«■  aalt,  to  OBMt  that  a  protaetive  dntj  to 
iht  extent  of  some  3«.  or  4«,  ifaoald  be 
levied  on  foreign  malt.  The  propositioo 
of  the  hoii.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  as  I 
nnderttand  it,  was  that  after  the  repeal  of 
the  Halt  Tax  we  were  to  deduct  from  the 
3fi«.  now  lenod  on  foreign  malt  only 
21«.  Bd.,  thus  leaving  a  duty  of  3«.  id. 
still  in  operation,  and  that  is  a  point 
which  I  should  wish  to  see  cleared  up, 
because  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman, 
in  thinking  that  such  a  scheme  will  he 
■anetioned  by  PariiaoMnt,  is,  in  my  opi- 
nion, indulging  in  an  illusion.  Whether 
tiie  effeet  of  taking  away  altogethw  the 
tiaty  on  foreign  malt  would  not  be  to 
eanse  the  importation  of  rast  qtumtities 
of  it,  I  am  not  osm patent  to  sa^,  bnt  the 
best  authorities  seem  to  be  of  opinion  that 
if  the  duty  oa  fbrmgn  malt  were  repealed 
we  might  expect  a  considerable  addition 
to  our  supply  from  foreign  eountries. 
We  have  been  repeatedly  told  that  if  we 
repeal  the  Malt  Tax  the  labourer  will  brow 
in  his  cottage.  If  that  be  so  I  should  like 
to  know  why  he  does  not  brew  at  home 
now  ?  Why  cannot  he  go  to  the  maltster 
and  bay  his  malt,  and  brew  it  at  his  own 
house  2  It  ia  s^d  (hat  if  there  were  no 
Halt  Tax  a  man  might  brew  bis  beer  at 
Imdm  at  a  eost  of  a  gallon  ;  but  I  can- 
not help  thinking  with  Mr.  Biddle,  to  whom 
waa  made  tonight,  that  even 
with  the  Halt  Tax  in  axistanee  you  ean 
boy  your  malt  and  brew  it  mt  your  own 
house  at  a  coat  of  not  more  than  5^d.  a 
gallon.  Then  we  are  told  that  if  yon  go 
to  the  brewer  yon  have  to  give  Is.  a 
gallon  far  the  same  quality  of  beer,  while 
the  charge  at  the  publto-house  is  IGd.  ; 
bnt  is  not,  I  would  ask,  the  differenoe 
between  5^.  and  1«.  and  16d.  suffi- 
cient indnecment  to  a  man  to  brew  at 
home  ?  Is  it  the  additional  1^.  per  gallon 
tiiat  makes  all  the  difference  ?  Depend 
upon  it  there  must  be  other  reasons  why 
brewing  at  home  ia  not  carried  to  a  very 
great  extant.  There  must  be  other  eauua 
than  the  operation  of  the  Halt  Tax  for  the 
extraonKaary  difference  between  the  retail 
and  the  cost  price  of  beer.  The  diffsrenoe 
esnnot  be  the  result  of  a  dnty  whieh  does 
not  amoont  to  quite  \d.  per  quart,  or 
per  pint,  and  do  what  you  please  with  the 
Halt  Tax  it  is  quite  evident  there  will 
always  remain  a  considerable  difference 
between  the  retail  and  the  coat  price  of 
beer.  I  wonUI  now  b^  leave  to  lay  a  fnw 
WMda  in  nftrwee  to  the  qMition  of  barlaj 


land,  but,  aa  I  do  profiMa  to  be  a  prac- 
tical agriootturist,  I  will  take  the  liberty 
of  quoting  the  high  authority  of  a  political 
cooncnniflt,  who  well  understood  agriouUura 
and  the  bearing  of  taxes  on  the  agri- 
cultural interest.  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  in  a 
passage  in  which  he  ii  anpported  by  Hr. 
Btcardo,  says— 

*'The  different  taxes  whioh  have  been  hn posed 
upon  mslt,  beer,  and  ale,  have  never  lowered  tbs 
price  of  b«trle7,  have  never  reduced  the  rent  and 
profit  of  barley  land.  The  prico  of  malt  to  the 
brewer  baa  oonatantljr  risen  in  proportion  to  the 
taxes  imposed  upon  it;  and  those  taxes,  together 
with  the  duties  upon  bew  and  ale,  have  eon- 
stantly  either  rwed  the  price,  or,  what  eomss 
to  the  same  thing,  reduced  thsctuUty  of  those  som- 
modities  to  the  oonaumer.  The  flnal  payment  of 
Uiose  taxes  has  fallen  eonstaotly  npon  the  oonan- 
msr,  and  notnpontheimdnosr.'' — [pk,  v.  ohap.  9.] 

If,  then,  the  statement  that  the  Malt  Tax 
falls  entirely  on  the  consumer  was  true  at 
the  time  when  this  passage  waa  writteoi 
and  when  foreign  oorn  and  barley  were 
snbjeot  to  a  hig^  duty,  there  is  every 
reason  to  suppose  it  is  more  true  in  th« 
present  day,  when  any  increase  in  the 
prices  of  barley  and  grain  most  be  kept  in 
check  by  foreign  competition.  I  want  to 
understand — is  this  a  farmer's  question  t 
How  is  it  proposed  to  secure  to  the  farmer 
of  bariey  land  a  higher  profit  than  to  the 
farmer  of  other  tend  f  la  it  poariUa  bj 
uiy  scheme  in  Parliaasent  to  make  Im 
profit  of  one  sort  of  fanning  higher  than 
another  ?  Is  it  not  ohvieos,  if  tiie  profit 
of  any  purtieular  kind  of  agrieulture  were 
greater  than  the  profit  upon  the  general 
kind  of  agriculture,  that  competition  would 
force  down  the  profit,  and  the  excess  would 

?t  to  the  landlord  in  the  ^ape  of  rent  t 
on  may  for  a  short  time,  by  the  repeal 
of  the  Malt  Tax,  add  to  the  demand 
for  barley — thongh  I  doubt  whether  that 
would  be  the  case  ;  hut,  at  any  rate,  the 
advant^e  to  the  &rmer  muat  be  tompe- 
rary,  bMauae  if  the  profit  ef  the  baney 
lands  iocreaaed,  new  tenanta  would  in  a 
short  time  come  forward  prepared  to  inve 
higher  rente  for  those  lands,  beeause  uiey 
would  be  satisfied  with  the  ordiuur  profito 
derived  from  the  employment  of  capttal 
in  agrieulture.  Why,  then,  is  Uiis  called 
a  former's  question  ?  I  should  not  object 
to  support  it  merely  on  account  of  ita 
being  only  a  landlo^'s  question  ;  but  I 
really  do  not  believe  it  is  anybody's  qnes- 
tion,  exoept  the  question  of  my  right  non. 
Friend  the  Ohaneellor  of  tiie  Exchequer, 
and  of  the  pnblie  fiDaneas  of  thia  eoan^. 
I  do  net  fcr  •  rnon^^^^^ 
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Tax  u  not,  like  other  tam,  to  eone 
under  rerition  from  time  to  time,  and  to 
be  eentidered  bj  the  Fioaneial  Uiniiter ; 
bnt  what  I  am  proteating  against  ia  that 
we  tboald  now,  before  hearing  the  Chan- 
eellor  of  the  Ezehequer*!  views  as  to  the 
general  retoareea  and  proepeet*  of  ttie 
eoontry,  pledge  oanelves  by  this  binding 
Resolution  never  to  touch  any  other  indirect 
taxation  until  the  Malt  Tax  should  be 
abolished.    But  what  is  to  be  done  with 
the  direct  taxea?    Does  the  faon.  and 
learned  Member  lor  Bast  Suffolk  mean  to 
wait  before  he  begins  with  his  Malt  Tax 
till  the  whole  of  the  direct  taxes  are  re- 
pealed f   I  should  like  the  farmer*  to  un- 
dorataod  the  meaning  of  the  Motion.  Is 
anything  to  be  done  in  any  period  that 
can  be  assigned  ?    I  collect  from  some 
obtervationa  which  fell  from  the  bon.  and 
learned  Member,  that  be  thinks  that  the 
hieoma  tax  is  condemned  ;  and  therefore 
I  anppose  that  his  plan  is  first  of  all  to 
take  off  £4.000.000  or  £5,000,000  a  year 
of  the  income  tax ;  and  then  to  take  off 
£6.000.000  of  Malt  Tax.    I  must  say 
that  1  am  not  rery  fond  of  defending  any 
tax,  bet  really  these  are  propositions  of 
anch  a  very  reckless  character,  that  I  for 
one,  if  I  were  an  independent  Member  and 
in  that  position  to  which  the  bon.  and 
gallant  Cdonel  alluded,  eonid  not  give  my 
anpporft  to  a  proposal  which  pledged  me 
to  deid  so  extenaiToly  with  the  resonreea 
ti  onr  pnblie  rerenno.    I  think  that  tbe 
farmers  have  been  aomevhat  dduded  by 
this  proposal.    I  think  that  the  colti- 
vators  of  barley  lands  haTe  been,  and 
are  now,  perhaps,  the  most  prosperous 
of  all  oor  farm  coliivators.    They  really 
haTO  tbe  least  to  complain  of.    If  you 
look  to  tbe  price  of  barley  for  the  last  few 
years  you  will  find  that  it  has  been  less 
affected  by  the  repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws 
than  any  other  of  the  cereals  ;  and  though  Z 
doubt  extremely  whether  this  plan  of  deal- 
ing with  the  Malt  Tax  will  be  of  any  re- 
lief to  the  barley  growers,  still,  I  contend, 
that  of  all  elaasea  eonnected  with  agri- 
enhnre^  those  eonneeted  with  the  oultiva- 
tien  of  barlaj  are  the  least  in  want  of  any 
■peeial  boon.    No  ease  Itaa  been  made  out 
in  this  debate  to  show  that  the  barley 
growen  end  those  eonneeted  with  (he  cul- 
tivation of  the  light  lands  on  which  barley  ' 
grows  are  at  this  time  suffering  from  dis-  1 
tress  so  as  to  deserve  some  special  legisla-  i 
tion  on  their  behalf.    I  do  not  think  ihat  < 
this  Motion  will  he  adopted  by  the  House.  I 
I  eaonot  eonoeive  that,  with  the  diviaion  i 
Iff.  Mihur  GAam 


of  Opinion  which  iqtpeora  to  prar^,  eten 
among  the  agrienltnnl  elaases.  as  to  what 
wonU  be  the  effect  of  the  repeal  of  tbe 
Malt  Tax.  that  this  proposal  will  reemre 

the  united  support  of  the  whole  of  the 
agrieoltnral  party.  I  hope  the  House 
Commons  will  not  consent  to  bind  itself  by 
any  such  Resolution  as  this,  and  I  am  qnito 
sure  that  if  it  does  it  will  have  to  ratraee 
its  stops  in  some  way  or  other  as  on  a 
former  period.  Having  regard  to  the 
liberal  manner  in  which  my  right  bon. 
Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Bxobeqaer 
has  always  been  prepared  to  view  the 
claims  of  all  the  various  intereato  of  thia 
country,  I  think  you  may,  without  past- 
ing any  Resolution  to  tie  bis  hands,  or  to 
fetter  his  discretion,  trust  that  when  he 
deala  with  indirect  taxation  he  will  deal 
with  it  iu  a  manner  at  once  juat  and  bene- 
ficial to  aU  classes  of  the  oommunity. 

Mr.  HENLET  :  The  concluding  sen- 
tence of  the  right  bon.  Gentleman's  speech 
is  so  remarkably  in  contrast  with  the  main 
part  of  his  observations  that  I  feel  consi- 
derable difficulty  in  knowing  how  to  answer 
bim.  He  asked  us  in  the  first  part  of  hia 
speech  to  look  at  the  whole  of  the  Uxation 
put  on  alcoholic  drinks,  and  he  told  as  that 
we  mast  be  tender  in  touching  that  preciooa 
edifice  of  £20.000,000.  yet  in  the  laat  part 
of  the  speech  he  asked  the  Heoae  not  to 
pass  the  Resolution,  hot  to  trnat  to  the 
juatioe  of  b!a  Colleague,  the  Chanoellor  <^ 
the  Exebequer,  who  would  deal  with  these 
mattera  fairly  and  preperly.  But  was  not 
this  precious  edifice  of  £20.000.000  broken 
in  upon  when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer dealt  with  foreign  wines  and  French 
brandy  ?  We  did  not  then  hear  any- 
thing about  this  conseemted  edifice  of 
£20.000,000.  yet  directly  any  proposition 
is  made  to  deal  moderately  with  this  tax 
OH  home  produce  and  consumption,  we  are 
to  be  frightened  by  being  acooaed  of  doing 
something  to  damage  public  credit.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  thinks  the  fannere 
have  been  considerebly  deluded  on  this 
snhjeet.  If  so.  they  must  have  deluded 
tbemsdves,  because  tiie  movement  with  re- 
spect to  the  Malt  Tax  has  been  qnito  spoo- 
taneoua  on  tiieir  part.  There  have  been 
redneiiona  of  duty  on  very  many  artielea  in 
this  country  within  the  last  twenty  yeara, 
and  the  diminnUon  in  prico  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  an  enormous  increase  of  con- 
sumption, more  than  recouping  the  amount 
of  duty  taken  off.  Do  you  suppose  that 
the  farmen  have  not  observed  this  result, 
and  ean  yon  woiid^;|^^ 
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the  Mine  reralt  wonld  follow  a  rednetion  of 
the  duty  on  m«U  I  Why  should  not  that 
take  plaoe  with  regard  to  malt  liqaon  ? 
The  right  bon.  Gentleman  has  said  a  good 
deal  about  bis  12^  per  cent  duty  on  beer. 
I  do  not  like  to  follow  Gentlemen  when 
they  go  starring  in  the  prOTinees,  bat  cer- 
tainly when  he  made  those  ttatementt  at 
Ashton  I  got  my  best  ipeetacles  and 
looked  at  »e  speeeh  to  see  whether  he 
illnitrated  the  subjeot  in  the  manner  most 
natural  to  that  aadienee  by  a  reference  to 
the  old  duty  open  cotton.  I  should  like 
to  haTo  seen  that  he  sud  something  of 
this  sort  —  "Tou  know  that  some  years 
ago  yoa  paid  a  duty  of  an  righth  of  a 
penny  a  pound  upon  cotton.  A  ponnd  of 
eotton  makes  so  many  yards  of  common 
eslico,  therefore  if  you  take  the  jwiee  of 
ealioo  and  deduct  an  eighth  of  a  penny  for 
erery  such  quantity,  that  would  show  what 
was  the  duty  upon  oalieo."  I  should  like 
to  have  beard  him  argue  that  before  the 
audience  at  Asbtou.  They  would  bare 
been  able  to  answer  him—"  It  is  all  very 
well  to  delude  agriculturists  with  that  sort 
of  reasoning,  but  it  won't  do  for  us  north 
eoontrymen."  They  would  hare  told  him 
that  at  once*  and  be  would  hare  stood  a 
good  chance  of  being  kieked  off  the  bust- 
iiws.  Let  US  eome  to  dwer  qnurters 
with  what  the  right  hen.  Oentlemui  calls 
aleobolic  drinks.  It  is  a  la^e  mouthful, 
and  being  rather  touehed  in  the  wind  I 
ean  hardly  get  it  out.  I  will  not  deal  with 
what  be  said  at  Asbton,  becaoseit  is  more 
appropriate  to  keep  the  comparison  be- 
tween these  drinks.  He  told  us  last  year 
—I  bear  indifferently,  and  I  could  not  be- 
lieTe  myself  when  I  heard  it,  but  I  hare 
seen  it  in  print  since— be  repeated  it  at 
Ashton,  and  he  repeats  it  now — that  the 
doty  npon  beer  is  12i  per  cent,  and  the 
duty  upon  Spanish  wine,  meaning  sherry, 
is  29  per  cent. 

Mb.  MILNER  GIBSON :  The  right 
boo.  Gentleman  will  find  that  I  said  it  was 
13|  per  oent  upon  the  retul  priee.  If  I 
bad  taken  the  wholesale  priee  I  should 
bare  said  15^  or  16  per  eent.  I  gave  the 
prices,  and  said  snob  beer  as  was  sold  at 
id.  per  qnsrt. 

Mb.  HBNLBT  :  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman certainly  spoke  of  the  retail  price 
of  beer,  because  be  went  through  a  beauti- 
ful  calculation  giving  the  number  of  qoarts 
and  gallons,  and  told  us  that  two  bushels 
of  malt  would  produce  thirty-six  gallons  of 
beer,  and  that  the  doty  wonld  be  13i  per 
cent.  I  thooght  that  he  had  worked  OBt  the 


figures  for  Umself,  bnl  be  bu  told  m  to- 
night that  he  derived  them  from  the  bon. 
Member  for  Bnry  St.  Bdmunds.  If  the 
figures  which  he  gave  were  worked  out, 
it  would  come,  not  to  12\,  but  to  11  and 
sometiiing  per  cent.  As  it  is  very  mysti- 
fying to  compare  wholesale  and  retail 
prices,  let  us  take  the  retail  in  both  in- 
stances. We  all  know  what  a  pot  of  por- 
ter costs — id.  And  we  all  know  what  a 
gIsBB  of  sbenr  costs — 6d.  My  bon.  and 
learned  friend  the  Member  for  Bast  Suf- 
folk has  worked  it  fi-om  the  top  downwards. 
I  intend  to  work  it  from  the  bottom  np- 
wards,  and  we  come  to  just  about  the 
same  conelnsion.  A  glass  of  sherry,  as  I 
tell  yon  eosts  M.  ["Ko,  no!^'  and 
"  Hear,  hear  1"]  Yon  may  get  a  glass  at 
pablie-honses  for  4<i.,  bat  at  the  bar  of  the 
ooffee-room  of  this  House  yon  may  get  a 
very  good  glass  of  sherry  for  6^,  and 
that  is  the  common  priee.  If  yon  measure 
you  will  find  that  there  are  as  nearly 
as  posnble  seven  of  these  glasses  in  a 
pint  ["  Ob,  oh  I"  ] — in  an  imperial  pint, 
in  the  eighth  part  of  a  gallon.  That  is  28i. 
for  a  gallon  of  sherry.  The  duty  upon  that 
is  2$.t  and  dividing  it  among  the  fifty-six 
glasses,  it  amounts  to  7  1*7  percent.  That 
is  bow  he  mystifies  ns,  you  see.  Now  we 
will  go  to  gin,  which  is  the  next  in  order, 
and  about  whieb,  before  ooming  to  tile 
calculations,  I  will  say  a  word.  I  have 
always  heard  it  Wd  down  by  every  one 
whose  opinion  is  worth  following  that  from 
spirits  yon  have  a  right  to  get  as  much 
revenue  as  you  can,  provided  yon  keep 
out  the  smuggler,  uin  is  sold  at  the 
public-houses  for  5d.  a  quartern ;  if  yon 
want  the  very  best  yon  must  pay  6d. 
There  are  four  quarterns  in  a  pint,  and 
therefore  thirty-two  in  a  gallon.  That  at  5d. 
a  quartern  makes  160  pence.  The  duty  is 
10s.  or  120d.;  and  that  is  a  duty  of  75 
per  oent  npon  spirits  as  sold  at  the  pnb- 
lio-boase.  That  is  assuming  that  people 
drink  spirits  at  proof ;  but  they  do  noraeh 
thing.  The  publieana  are  humane  enough, 
they  have  snffieient  eonsideration  for  peo- 
ple 8  interiors,  by  a  well  known  proeess, 
to  lower  it  a  eertain  degree  and  make  it 
less  prejudicial  than  it  would  otherwise  he. 
Taking  the  formula  of  the  right  bon.  Gentle- 
man, that  two  bushels  of  malt  brew  thirty 
six  gallons  of  beer,  and  working  that  out  at 
a  duty  of  2«.  B^d.  a  bushel,  that  would  give 
something  over  11  per  eent  instead  of  12^. 
There  are  Gentlemen  in  this  Hoose  oon- 
neeted  with  rwlways  who  know  that  yon 

nerer  get  w  tme  a  |j^39t^i@0°^rr 
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it  baekwanb  and  forwardt,  T17  it  back- 
wards and  forward!,  and  yon  are  prettjr 
■ore  to  get  a  level.  The  right  hon.  6en- 
deman  hat  told  ni  that  the  dntj  upon  wine 
at  the  wboleaale  priee  is  29  per  eent,  and 
I  have  ihown  yon  bj  the  demoottration  of 
the  glaM  of  marry  that  on  the  retail  prioe 
it  oomee  down  to  7  per  eent,  or  a  little 
better.  Try  the  datj  upon  malt  or  on  the 
beer  produced  from  malt  in  the  aame  way 
by  a  rule-of-tbree  sum  :—  If  a  duty  of  7  per 
cent  upon  the  retail  prioe  of  wine  amount 
to  29  per  oeot  upon  the  wholetale  price, 
what  will  a  doty  of  11  per  eent  upon  the 
retail  price  of  beer  give  as  the  duty  upon 
the  wholesale  price  ?— and  yon  wilt  fiml 
that  it  eoroes  to  about  45  per  cent.  Of 
eoorse  that  45  per  oeot  takes  in  hops  and 
other  tilings  j  but  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  proved  by  working  downwards' that 
the  duty  upon  malt,  taken  as  it  is  at  70  per 
eeot  at  starting,  am  inelndtng  the  hopa 
and  other  things,  amounted  to  more  than 
30  per  eent  upon  the  beer  as  it  goes  down 
pei^e's  throats.  I  have  never  before,  In 
these  days  of  free  trade,  heard  such  a  pro* 

SOHtioo  as  is  laid  down  by  the  Treasury 
>en«h,  that  you  are  to  stamp  a  tax  upon  a 
raw  material,  and  that  it  is  to  go  through 
11  the  bother  and  worry  of  the  Ezoise, 
and  all  the  expense  of  manufaeture,  and 
Uien  by  soma  extraordinary  process,  the 
doty  will  come  oot  almost  as  nothing.  I 
cannot  understand  this  sort  of  process.  If 
that  reasoning  be  sound,  yon  might  say 
that  taxes  upon  raw  materials  are  of  no 
consequence  at  all.  We  bare  been  going 
on  for  the  last  twenty  years  bnng  en- 
lightened, and  I  baliere  everyone  bwefit- 
ing  by  ^e  abolitioa  of  these  taxes  upon 
raw  materials  ;  and  when  we  are  told  that 
a  raw  material  taxed  to  the  extent  of  70 
per  eent  is  to  go  through  the  proeess  of 
mannfftcture,  and  tbnt  when  the  manufac- 
tured article  eomes  into  the  oontumers' 
hands  the  duly  will  be  only  II  or  12  per 
eent,  that  seems  to  me  to  be  a  monstrous 
proposition.  I  hare  tried  it  by  the  only 
way  that  I  could — by  the  comparison  of  a 
glass  of  sher^  and  a  glass  of  beer  ;  and  I 
believe  that  I  bare  demonstrated,  as  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  proved,  starting 
from  another  point,  that  the  tax  npon  the 
oonsnmer  amonnu  to  at  least  30  per  cent. 
I  have  looked  apon  this  as  a  eraaamers' 

Jttestton,  and  no  other.  When  you  are 
ealing  with  so  great  a  question  as  what 
may  be  the  increase  of  the  price  of  a  par- 
ticular article,  having  an  almost  unlimited 
field  for  the  supply  St  tiw  nw  Dut«rial,  I 


do  not  mean  to  aay  that  Gentlemen  who 
take  other  viowa  may  not  be  right,  bnt  I 
have-  never  seen  any  reason  which  provaa 
to  me  that  tbe^  are.  It  ia  a  consnmer'a 
que8ti<nL— it  is  a  farmer's  question,  because 
all  the  farmers,  be  they  upon  grass  land, 
npon  elay  land,  or  barley  land,  are  all,  and 
must  be,  great  oonsnmera.  It  iseminratly 
a  labourer's  question,  because  if  beer  is 
cheapened,  in  my  humble  opinion,  there 
will  be  leas  intoxication.  I  have  as  strong  a 
conviction  of  that  as  I  can  have  of  anything; 
because  poor  people  who  can  now  but  rarely 
get  beer,  will  nut  be  so  likely  to  think  of 
indulgence  when  they  can  get  their  glasa 
of  it  daily.  An  hon.  Uember  talked  of 
what  a  man  with  100  acres  of  land  would 
gain  from  the  remission  of  the  duty;  but, 
I  think,  if  the  farmer  were  to  attampt  to 
get  in  his  harveat  with  so  small  a  eonanmp- 
tion  of  beer  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  aeemod 
to  cdeulate  npon,  ho  vonld  find  ont  tho 
troth  of  the  old  proverb  that,  in  these  autt- 
tors.  '*  A  wet  groat  goes  farther  than  a  dry 
shilling,"  In  fanning  operations  yon  can- 
not tight  the  gas  lamp,  hut  must  make  hay, 
as  the  saying  is.  when  the  sun  shines;  and 
you  eannot  get  your  men  to  work  long  in 
the  sunshine  without  something  to  help 
them  to  posb  on.  Good,  wholesttme  beer, 
I  believe,  is  what  tliey  really  want,  more 
than  anything  else.  I  have,  besides,  al> 
ways  b^n  of  opinion  that  since  yon  havo 
reduced  the  doty  on  wine  for  the  upper 
and  middle  olaases,  unco  yon  have  re- 
duced the  duty  on  brandy,  the  ^irit 
drank  by  the  rich,  the  poor  man  baa  a 
olaim  to  have  the  duty  on  bia  beer  ndnced. 
I  have  never  naked  for,  nor  do  I  mean  by 
voting  for  this  Resolution  to  express  any 
opinion  upon  its  total  repeal,  I  know  that 
it  talks  of  ultimate  repeal,  which  is  a  very 
vague  term ;  but  1  believe  there  is  a  very 
strong  claim  in  justioe  on  the  part  of  the 
beer-consuming  class  of  tho  people  of  this 
oonntry  to  have  a  reduction  in  the  price  of 
their  drink,  as  the  upper  class  have  bad  a 
reduction  in  the  price  of  theirs.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  touched  towards  tlie  end 
of  his  speech  on  the  difficulty  there  would 
be  in  regulating  the  import  duty  on  malt. 
Well,  he  look^  far  ahead.  Tho  only  an- 
swer I  esu  give  him  to  that  is  that  if  ho  will 
tell  me  how  much  his  noighboor  will  take 
off,  I  will  toll  him  at  once  what  my  opi- 
nion is  about  the  import  duly.  But  it  is 
quite  time  enough  to  ask  me  what  I  think 
about  the  amount  of  the  import  duty  whea 
I  know  what  you  are  going  to  take  off  the 
homedn^.  That|^^^i^|^ig^o^|gn 
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not  OM  at  tboH  wbo  would  wUh — I  beli«T« 
it  would  be  qnito  *nreaaon»Me— to  keep 
any  doty  on  foreign  nuU  bejond  the  eor- 
respooding  dutj  pat  od  in  ihU  eoontry. 
Now*  with  regard  to  a  comparison  between 
different  dntiee,  ;oa  know  that  in  the  oaae 
of  malt  a  man  pays  the  datj  Terjr  often  a 
twelvemonth  before  he  can  get  his  money 
back,  whereat,  with  wioe,  he  haa  it  in 
bond,  I  believe  he  bottles  it  in  bond,  and 
does  not  par  the  dntj  long  before  it  i«  drank. 
[Here  an  How.  Hbhbgb  handed  the  right 
noD.  Gentlenmn,  who  was  suffering  from 
hoarseness,  a  glass  of  water,  of  which  he 
partook  aod-proeeeded.]  Thank  God,  Sir, 
there  is  no  tax  npon  water.  We  feel  that 
you  bare  reliered  all  other  persons  who 
drink,  bat  70a  refuse  any  relief  to  those 
who  drink  bear.  Now,  1  was  rery  sorry 
to  hear  what  waa  rapeated  last  rear,  and 
an  endearonr  made  to  sow  dieeord  between 
England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland.  I  do  not 
think  that  is  worthy  of  a  Goremmeot.  The 
tax  upon  spirits  has  always  been  mtuntained 
at  a  rate  at  which  yon  can  keep  oot  the 
smuggler.  Tou  wonld  have  the  Irish  and 
Scotch  Members  say,  "  It  would  be  as  fair 
for  UB  to  be  free  from  a  tax  on  spirits  as 
for  the  agricultural  laboarera  to  get  rid  of 
the  duty  on  malt."  But  labourera  might 
say  in  return,  "  Well,  the  (»der  eonnties 
pa^  nothing,  and  we  do  not  raise  any 
objection."  We  do  not,  bowerer,  aay 
that,  beeauie  we  atand  upon  the  jnatiee  of 
our  own  eaae.  We  beliere  there  are  many 
persona — myself  among  the  number — who 
wonld  be  rery  glad  to  get  rid  of  all  taxes; 
but  I  know  that  the  rerenne  must  be  kept 
op.  Stilt  that  is  BO  reason  why  it  should 
be  kept  up  in  one  direction  alone.  I  ask 
for  a  moderate  reduoiioo.  and  if  half  the 
malt  tax  were  taken  off  to-morrow,  and 
especially  if  you  took  it  off  from  Ootober 
instead  of  from  the  present  moment,  of 
eoorse  in  the  latter  case  you  would  be 
relieved  from  a  great  deal  of  drawback, 
and  I  believe  you  would  in  two  years  not 
reeoup  the  whole  mount  bnt  probably  all 
of  it  within  a  million.  That  has  been  the 
ease  with  eveiy  other  tax  yon  bare  touched; 
why  ihottld  it  not  be  the  case  with  this  i 
No  man  will  pretend  that  the  labouring 
people  of  tbii  eoantry  get  anything  like 
the  quantity  of  beer  they  wonld  drink, 
well  and  reasonable  drink,  in  their  fami- 
lies  without  anything  like  intoxication,  if 
they  oould  afford  to  pay  it  -  And  if  you 
reduce  the  price,  I  beliere  it  is  a  thing 
they  all  like  so  much — a  thing  so  mnch 
need  and  liked  by  all  clawei  in  ]i£»--that 


yon  would  get  tiw  hulk  of  year  iWNma 
bdck  again.  I  tbank  tiie  House  for  lis- 
tening to  me.  I  bdieve  the  elMm  nrged 
by  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  is  founded 
on  jastiee— I  believe  that  we  ought  to  hare 
a  remission  of  this  tax,  and  if  the  proa- 
perity  of  the  eonntry  should  go  on  increas- 
ing as  it  has  done,  so  that  we  can  get  a 
greater  and  greater  reduction  on  all  other 
things,  then  in  process  of  time  we  may 
come  to  what  the  Resolution  indicates  as 
the  ultimate  repeal  of  this  impost.  I  do 
not  expect  myself  to  Ure  to  see  that ; 
and  therefore  I  only  go  for  that  which 
is  within  my  oim  hopes,  and  Aat  is  to 
get  rid  of  a  good  portion  of  it. 

Ma.  NEATB  sud,  he  would  withdraw 
his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leare,  wUhdiwon, 
Original  Qnestion  again  proposed. 

Mb.  HARBGASTLE  said,  he  wonld 
now  move  the  Previous  Question, 

Whereupon  iVevtout  Queition  put, 
"  That  that  Question  he  now  pat."— (^r. 

ffardeasUe.) 

The  House  dmieUd  .-—Ayes  171 )  Noea 
251 :  Minority  80. 
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AddflTley,  rLbon.  C.  S. 
Admne,  H.  J. 
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Baring.  A.  H. 
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Bromley,  W.  D. 
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Cartwright,  Oldond 
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OUT^Oapfe.hon.a,  W. 
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Coartenay,  Lord 
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Datton,  hon.  R.  H. 
Elpbinttoaa,  Sir  J,  D. 
Fane,  Colonel  J.  W. 
Farqohar,  Sir  M. 
Fellowea.  E. 
Filmer,  Sir  E. 
Fitsroy,  Lord  F.  J. 
Flaming,  T.  W. 
Fl<^,  J. 

Forester,  rt.  boo.  G. 
Foster,  W.O. 
Gard,  B.  S. 
Gaskell,  J.  U. 
George,  J. 
Oilpin,  Colonel 
Gcddud,  A.  L. 
Gore,  J.  B.  O. 
Gtduun,  Lord  W. 
Greene,  J. 

Grey  de  Wflton,  Vlsot. 
Griffltb.  O.IK 
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H«milton,  LordC. 
HamilhH),  Viwoant 
HtmUton,  I.  T. 
Hartopp,  E.  B. 
Emmy,  R.  B. 
Hemj.  Lord  A.  H.  0. 
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HtU,  hon.  R.  C. 
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Hornby,  W.  H. 
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Howei,  E. 
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Ingettre,  Viwoimt 
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JolUA).  U.  H. 
KendaU,  N. 
King,  J.  K. 
Knstohboll,  W.  F. 
Knigbt,  F.  W. 
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Langton,  W.  G. 
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Ltddell.  bon.  B.  G. 
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MmEtoj,  E. 
Malcolm,  J.  W. 
Malini,  R. 

Mannors,  rt.  bn .  Lord  J. 
Mannen,  Lord  G.  J. 
MUoi.SIrW. 
Miller,  T.  J. 
Mitford,  W.T. 
Montagu,  Lord  R. 
Mordaant,  Sir  0. 
Morgan,  boo.  Mij(V 
Mundr,  W. 
Nswd^te,  0.  N. 
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Noel,  hon.  O,  J. 
North,  Colonel 
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Paoke,  Golmel 
Pakington,  rLhn.  Sir  J. 
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FbilUps,  G.  L. 
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Fortman,  hon.W.  H.  B. 
FowTa-Ljbbe,  P,  L. 
Price,  R.  G, 
Fagh,  D. 

Ridler.  Sir  M.  W. 
Rolt,  J. 
R<we,W.A. 
Rnnell,  B. 
Sclater-Bootfa,  O. 
Selwyn,  0.  /. 
Sbirlejr,  E.  P. 
Sidner,  T. 
Smith,  A. 
Smith,  S.  G. 
Smyth,  Colond 
Somerset,  Colond 
Stanhope,  J. B. 
Stanhope,  Lord 
Stracey,  Sir  H. 
Stuart,  Lleut-Col.  W. 
Sturt,  H.  G. 
Sortees,  H.  E. 
Taylor,  Colonel 
Tbynne,  Lord  B. 
Tomline,  G. 
Trefniis,  hon.  C.  H.  R. 
Treheme,  M. 
Trollope,  rt.  hon.  Sir  J. 
Vaniittart,  W. 
Tjse,  Colonel  B. 
Waloott,  Admiral 
WatUngton,  J.W.  P. 
Welby,  W.  E. 
Wbtte^de,  rt.  hon.  J. 
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Baring,  T.  G. 
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Beeoroft,  G.  S. 
Bellew,  R.  M. 
Berkel^,  boo.  H.  F. 
Black,  A. 
Blake,  J.  A. 
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Brady,  J. 
Bright  J. 
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Buckley,  General 
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Carnegie,  bon.  C. 
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CaTendisb,  Lord  G. 
Chapnao,  J. 
Obeetham,  J. 
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ChurchiU,  Lord  A.  8. 
Clay,  J. 
Clifford,  C.  C. 
Oliflbrd,  Colonel 
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Coke,  hon.  Colonel 
Colebrooke,  Sir  T.  E. 
Collier,  Sir  R.  P. 
Cowper,  rt.  hon.  W.  P. 
Coi,  W. 
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Crawford,  R.  W. 
Groasley,  Sir  F. 
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Davey,  R. 

DsTie,  Sir  B.  R.  F. 
Dawson,  R.  P. 
Demnan,  hon.  G. 
Dent,  J.  D. 
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Duff  M.  E.  G. 
Dufl^R.  W. 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Dunbar,  Sir  W. 
Dnndas,  F. 

Dnndae,  rt.  bon.  Sir  D. 
Dunlop,  A.  H. 
Egerton,  Sir  P.  G. 
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EgertOD,  E.  G. 
Egerton,  hon.  W. 
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Enfield,  Viaoount 
Ewart,  W. 
Ewart,  J.  C. 
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Farrer,  J. 
Fenwiek,  E.  M. 
Fenwiok.  H. 
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Foljambe,F.  J.S. 
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Forteacue,  hon.  F.D. 
Fortesoue,  rt.  hon.  C. 
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KUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  (IRELAND) 
ACT  AUENSMENT  BILL. 

xxiTB.  nsn  BxuuHe.   [bill  54.] 

Mb.  BLAKB  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Act  for  the  Regu- 
lation of  llnnictpal  Corporations  in  Ire- 
land, 3  A  4  riet.  0.  108. 

Snt  ROBERT  FEEL  said,  that  Go- 
Temment  would  offer  no  opposition  to  the 
iotroduotion  of  the  Bill  provided  it  was  not 
proeeeded  with  nntil  after  the  Bill  of  the 
Bon.  Member  for  Limeriek  had  been  btro- 
dneed. 

Motion  agretd  fo. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Act  third  and  fourth 
Victoria,  chapter  one  hnndred  and  eight, 
for  the  regulation  of  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions in  Ireland,  ordtred  to  b«  brought  in 
by  Mr,  Blake  and  Mr.  M'Mahon. 

BillprMentod;  and  read  l".  [Bill  54.] 

PUBLIC  OFFICES  (SITE  AND 
APPROACHES)  BILL. 
LBA.TS.   nitsT  sBASura.    [Bnx  55.J 

Mr.  COWFER  moved  for  leave  te  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  enable  the  ConniMioiMni  of 


Motion  made,  and  Qnestion  proposed, 

"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  on- 
able  the  Commiuionors  of  Her  Majett7*B  Works 
and  Fublio  Building!  to  aoqoiro  additional  Lands 
for  improTing  the  Site  of  toe  New  Public  Ofllees 
in  Downing  Street,  and  the  ApproaoIwB  tbersto." 
— {Mr.  Cewptr.) 

Mr.  BAILLIE  COCHRANE  strongly 
orged  the  polioj  of  purchasing  the  hooses 
between  the  new  Foreign  Office  and  Great 
George  Street.  It  would  turn  ont  the 
best  eeonomy  in  the  end ;  and  if,  three 
years  ago — as  he  had  suggested — the 
pnrohase  of  this  block  of  bouses  had  been 
carried  into  effect  there  would  have  been 
a  great  saving  of  public  money. 

Sir  JOHN  SHELLEY  thought  that 
the  proposal  of  one  scheme  with  regard 
to  all  the  proposed  buildings  woola  be 
best,  instead  of  proceeding  piecemeal. 

Mr.  VANSITT  art  asked  what  amount 
would  be  charged  on  the  revenues  of  In- 
dia for  the  proposal  for  improving  the 
site  of  the  new  India  Hoose.  He  should 
like  to  know  what  addition  to  the  £fiO,000 
already  votod  would  be  made. 

Lord  CLAUD  HAMILTON  ahonld 
first  like  to  know  what  the  English  and 
Irish  taxpayers  would  have  to  pay  for 
these  publie  buildings.  The  present  Go* 
vemment  seemed  to  ignore  economy  alto- 
gether, and  quite  to  disregard  the  expen- 
diture of  public  money. 

Sir  CHARLES  WOOD  did  not  think 
any  charge  would  ultimately  be  thrown 
on  the  revenues  of  either  of  this  country 
or  of  India  by  the  proposed  arrangement. 
The  House  had  formerly  rejected  the 
scheme  of  Lord  Llanover,  to  purchase  all 
the  buildings  between  Downing  Street  and 
Great  George  Street,  and  the  Gevemmeot 
now  proposed  to  toke  only  the  amount  of 
property  which  was  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  erection  of  the  buildings.  The  Go- 
vernment believed  they  would  make  a  very 
good  hargmn  by  parchasing  the  freehold 
under  the  Bill,  as  it  would  give  them 
ground  not  only  for  pnhlio  offices,  but  also 
for  the  erection  of  a  bettor  class  of  houses 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  those  offices. 
The  Government  were  only  doing  what 
was  being  done  by  the  Marquess  of  West- 
minstor,  and  there  was  no  fnr  of  their 
loung  monej  by 


would  be  able  to  let  the  property  wbieh 
they  did  not  require  for  themnlTeB, 

Sm  HBMRT  WILLOUGHBY  regret- 
ted the  inereaie  of  eoet  to  the  eomtry 
whioh  wea  Ukely  to  b6  entMled  upon  tbeai» 
and  he  ahould  like  to  hare  a  distinet  pledge 
from  the  GomnuHkmer  of  Works  that  this 
partioalu'  seherae  would  not  be  a  charge 
upon  the  paUio  pone,  though  he  thould 
Tory  moob  doubt  the  propriety  of  Bpendiog 
pnblio  money  in  a  building  sebeme. 

Mb.  HBNNE3SY  thought  tbet  the 
Irish  Members  had  an  interest  id  this 
matter.  Money  had  been  refueed  for  im- 
proToments  in  Irelandt  whioh  they  had 
been  told  ou^t  to  he  effeoted  by  prirate 
enterprisOi  but  now  the  GoTemment  were 
aboDt  to  speouUte  in  the  buildiDg  of 
houses. 

Mb.  BINNAIBD  hoped  that  the  Go- 
TemmeBt  did  not  hold  that  the  honsea  oe- 
oDpied  br  honest  poor  pavons  were  not 
respeetaUe  honies.  He  also  hoped  the 
interests  of  the  humbler  classee  would  be 
eoDsid«ed  by  the  GoTemment. 

Mb.  DILLWYN  looked  with  some  sua- 

Eioion  on  the  proposal.  He  bad  visions 
efore  him  of  s  clearaoee  of  all  the  booses 
between  the  Palaee  of  Westminster  and 
the  Foreign  OflBee,  and  of  the  erection  of 
a  grand  and  ornamental  building  on  the 
site  where  those  houses  now  stand  ;  snd 
be  ai^trdwDded  that  all  this  would  be 
aeeempUabed  at  a  heary  cost  to  the 
oovntfT. 

Mb.  SCLATER-BOOTH  thought  that 
Ooremnent  waa  going  to  underuke  the 
bnihieaa  of  a  bniUioff  ioeiety;  and  as  to 
private  landowners,  they  waited  until  the 
waseo  foil  in  and  the  bouses  eonld  he  ad- 
vantageonsly  aequired  before  they  pulled 
them  doTU.  The  specolatioo  of  tns  Go- 
Temment might  turn  out  to  be  profitable, 
hot  it  was  certainly  4)iute  oorel. 

Mb.  BRADY  oomplaioed  that  the  works 
in  reference  to  the  Shannon  had  not  been 
oompleted  effectually,  although  so  long  a 
time  had  elapsed ;  and  asserted  that  if 
London  improvements  were  to  be  car- 
ried out  by  the  Govemnent  at  onee,  be 
thought  that  equal  justice  would  not  be 
dealt  oat. 

Mb.  WATKIN  complained  of  the  course 
taken  by  the  Goremment  in  bringing  on 
this  BiU  without  having  laid  any  plan  be- 
fore the  House  or  having  aaked  the  Hoose 
to  sanction  the  expenditure. 

Mb.  pease  demorred  altogether  to  the 
pn^osal  of  the  Government  to  buy  laad  on 
a  building  speoulation. 

Sir  Ckarb$  WM 


Mb.  OOWPER  said,  there  were  two 
ways  in  which  property  could  he  purohased 
for  these  public  offices.  One  was  that 
proposed  by  Iiord  Llanover  for  buying 
all  that  eould  be  ultimately  wanted.  The 
House,  however,  was  unwilling  to  spend 
a  large  sum  of  monenr  for  remote  and 
uncert^n  needs,  and  the  other  plan  waa 
adopted  of  asking  the  House  to  vote  such 
Bomt  of  money  as  were  wanted  for  imm^ 
diate  use.  The  purchase  which  he  now 
proposed  bsd  been  contemplated  from  the 
beginning,  and  the  next  purchase  con- 
templated was  that  of  the  block  of  bwld- 
ings  between  Parliament  Street  and  King 
Street,  that  would  be  immediately  in  front 
of  the  eastern  deration  of  the  new  offices. 
There  was  less  urgency  for  taking  the 
latter  property,  iossmucb  as  the  greatu 
part  of  the  fee  simple  of  those  honsea 
was*m  possession  of  the  Government,  and 
the  leaseholds  did  not  increase  in  value 
as  the  freeholds.  What  was  now  proposed 
waa  to  pumhase  the  property  on  the  aonth 
side  of  the  Downing  Street  site;  on  which 
adequate  offices  for  the  public  service  for 
some  time  to  come  could  be  builL  When 
the  Foreign  Office  was  completed  the 
erection  of  Uie  Colonial  Offiee  would  be 
commenced,  and  further  offices  would 
afterwards  be  provided.  Bat  there  was 
DO  neeesst^  for  forcing  on  an  eipen- 
ditnre  before  the  time  came  when  such 
expenditure  was  necessary.  The  northern 
boundary  of  the  new  offices  would  be 
Downing  Street,  on  the  west  would  be  the 
Park,  and  on  the  east  Pariiament  Street, 
when  the  blook  of  bonsea  was  pulled  down; 
but  if  this  property  were  net  porebaaed 
the  southern  boundary  wouM  be  a  narrow 
street  of  squalid,  low  faenses,  and  the  effect 
of  the  buildings  on  that  ude  would  be 
totally  spoiled.  It  was  therefore  necessary 
that  that  street  should  be  widened.'  The 
surplus  portion  of  land  between  Charles 
Street  snd  Gardner's  Lane,  which  would 
not  he  wanted  for  this  improvement,  could 
be  sold  with  advantage,  and  the  Indian 
Department  wonld  only  follow  the  usual 
course  in  selling  tbe  land  which  was  not 
required  for  their  purposes.  The  portion 
which  was  opposite  to  tbe  other  publie 
offioM  eomprebmded  the  police  station, 
and  he  did  not  propose  to  purchase  that 
or  to  dispossess  its  present  ooeupiers. 
The  actual  cost  that  would  fsll  upon  the 
country  would  he  about  £30,000,  and  an 
Estimate  would  be  Iwd  before  the  House  in 
due  eoorse,  hot  it  waa  neeessan,  in  order 
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b«  iotroclsoed  before  tbe  tine  at  wbloh'the 
Batimate  coald  be  laid  before  tbe  Hoaie. 
The  Bill  eo«ld  faardlj  pats  into  law  before 
the  Estimate  was  before  theoit  and  the 
two  woold  prooeed  aimaltaneonsly.  Flans 
would  be  laid  before  the  Committee.  Tbe 
bonsea  in  CbaHee  Street  were  shops  and 
public-honeee,  and  in  Gardner'a  Lane  they 
were  dwelli^  ef  ihe  working  elasMa. 
lie  thought  tbe  best  arrangement  would 
be  to  enable  the  poliea  station  to  get  tbe 
benefit  of  enlargement;  no  elau  required 
better  aeeommwatton  more  than  police- 
men, who  were  obliged  to  live  in  tbe  dis- 
trict, and  at  present  were  wmytHHnA  to  pot 
up  with  Terr  bad  accommodation  for  tbem- 
•eWes  and  families.  Perhaps  there  eould 
be  no  better  use  of  tbe  extra  ground  than 
a  building  six  storeys  high,  which  wonid 
afford  aocommodation  for  police  who  rent 
apartments  in  the  district.  Of  course,  the 
Cfovemment  would  not  become  owners  of 
these  residences  ;  but  such  ground  as  was 
not  required  would  be  disposed  of,  and 
care  would  be  taken  to  see  that  it  shonld 
be  used  in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  wants 
of  tbe  Astriet.  The  proposal  of  the  Go- 
vemment  wu  not  open  to  tbe  cbaive  of 
extraraganoe,  as  the  Gof  ernment  on^  in- 
tended to  ask  tbe  House  to  rota  money 
for  necessary  purposea. 

lift.  LTGON  thought  the  right  hen. 
GentlenMui  had  not  giren  information  that 
was  TcleTant  to  tbe  qneation.  He  bad  not 
told  them  from  what  funds  be  expected  to 
derire  the  £30,000  that  would  be  required. 
[Ur.  Cowpiui:  To  be  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment.] He  submitted  that  in  that  ease 
the  rules  of  the  House  came  into  play.  It 
concerned  a  grant  of  money,  and  therefore 
inrolred  a  charge  upon  the  public.  In  a 
book,  which  was  a  high  authority  upon  that 
snbjeot — Majf'i  Law  and  Praetics  of  Par- 
KdflMnf— be  found  it  laid  down  that  where 
funds  were  required  to  purchase  land  it 
must  be  Totad  in  Committee.  The  pro- 
priety of  that  rrie  was  obriovs,  because  in 
Committee  there  wu  n  foil  opportunity  of 
obtaining  explanations  |  but  while  the 
Speaker  was  m  the  ebair  a  Member  eould 
only  speak  once.  He  wooTd  submit  to  tbe 
Speaker  as  a  point  of  Order  that  this  was 
a  Bill  that  should  be  originated  in  Com- 
mittee, and  should  the  right  boo.  Gentle- 
nan's  mliog  be  against  him,  be  should 
divide  the  House  .against  die  Hotion  for 
leave  to  bring  ia  the  Bill. 

yuooDXT  PALMERSTOK  thought  the 
OMvaa  that  bad  been  followed  on  this  oe- 
eanoo  wan  the  oioal  eoune.   The  Bill 


only  proposed  to  give  the  Government 
power  to  buy  land,  but  for  that  power  to 
be  of  any  use  an  estimate  and  M*ns  must 
be  submitted  and  voted  in  Committee* 
when  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  have  tbe 
opportunity  of  spelling  as  often  as  he 
pleased. 

Hb.  WHITBSIDE  understood  thatwbat 
was  wanted  was  to  learn  from  the  noble 
Viscount  something  which,  with  bis  usual 
happy  knack  of  explaining,  he  had  left 
unexplained.  What  was  required  from  the 
noble  Viscount  waa  an  explanation  whether 
it  was  intended  to  parraase  witli  poblio 
money  certain  land  for  indefinite  purposes. 
The  noble  Vis«ount  sud  this  was  the  usual 
course,  but  sUII  he  left  tbe  House  in  com- 
plete darkness  as  to  the  intentions  of  tbe 
Government.  The  work  which  bad  been 
referred  to  laid  it  down  that  when  a  grant 
of  public  money  would  be  reqaired  tbe  in- 
variable practice  waa  that  a  {lesolotion  in 
Committee  most  be  tbe  origin  of  the  pro- 
ceeding. If  it  was  intended  to  purchase 
land  without  any  grant  of  public  money, 
then  there  was  nothing  to  be  said  upon 
the  ooeasion,  bat  it  did  not  appear  that 
we  had  yet  arrived  at  that  happy  state  of 
tilings  when  pnblie  works  could  lie  effected 
without  the  aid  of  publio  money. 

Sn  GBORGE  GRBT  said,  tbe  rule 
referred  to  was  quite  oorreet.  This  Bill 
would  not  enable  the  Qoreniment  to 
purchase  a  yard  of  land  until  tbe 
House  in  Committee  had  considered  the 
plans  and  estimates,  and  had  agreed  to 
them. 

Mb.  packs  moved  tbe  adjournment 
of  tbe  Debate. 

Motion  made,  ud  Qneation  proposed, 
"  That  tbe  Debate  be  now  adjourned."— 
(Afr.  FaeJce.) 

ViBOOUifT  PALUGRSTON  said,  the 
natural  course  woald  be  to  allow  the  Bill 
to  be  brought  in.  At  present  they  were 
discussing  a  Bill  tliey  had  not  seen.  Tbe 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  Henneasy)  forgot  bis 
national  proverb namely.  *'  7oa  abeuU 
not  name  a  child  until  it  is  bom." 

Mb.  FACKE  :  We  have  the  explana- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

VuoovHT  1>ALMBRST0N  uad,  that 
when  the  Bill  was  brought  on,  if  it  oonU 
be  shown  that  it  was  informal,  and  that  it 
onght  to  have  wiginated  in  Committee,  it 
could  tiien  be  withdrawn  and  tbe  proper 
course  pursued.  ,  ,  , 

Mb.  HBNNESBT  remarked  that  there 
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mtroduoed  a  fair  jvm  ago  by  the  noUe 
YiseoQBt.  upon  the  Bndentuiding  that  esti* 
mates  and  pUiu  would  be  afterwards  sab- 
mitted.  The  estimate  was  aabtequeotlj 
prepared,  and  the  samB  required  voted  in 
Committee  of  Sopplj,  but  the  Bill  itself 
whieb  bound  the  House  to  the  purcbsse  of 
lands  was  brought  in  in  Committee  of  the 
vhole  House. 

Hb.  COWPER  said,  the  Bill  before  the 
House  was  of  ezaotlj  the  tame  character 
as  five  or  six  Acts  which  were  npon  the 
etatute-boolcs,  all  of  which  bad  been  intro- 
duced in  the  same  manner,  and  which,  in* 
deed*  could  not,  bj  the  rules  of  the 
House,  hare  been  introduced  in  an;  other 

'"loBD  CLAUD  HAMILTON  said,  be 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Bill  would 
place  the  House  in  the  position  of  house 
and  laud  jobbers.  Aceoroing  to  the  state- 
ments of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Ur. 
Cowper)  it  was  proposed  to  lodge  police  in 
the  place  of  poor  people  who  now  lived  io 
a  set  of  squalid  buildings,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  stated  that  be  was 
only  following  the  example  of  the  Marquess 
of  Westminster,  who,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, however,  had  dealt  most  liberally 
with  the  poor  people  who  were  deprived 
of  their  habitations ;  his  Lordship  having 
taken  care  that  thej  should  be  provided 
with  eheap  and  better  aeeommodadon. 

Sib  CHARLES  WOOD  npndiated  the 
idea  of  any  attack  haviog  been  made  upon 
the  Marquess  of  Westminster,  who,  in  the 
improvement  of  his  property,  had  acted  like 
a  man  of  common  sense.  The  mode  which 
the  Government  proposed  to  adopt  was  one 
which  bad  been  uniformly  followed.  Streets 
were  to  be  widened,  and  ground  was  to  be 
sold  for  the  purpose  of  contributing  towards 
the  expenses.  The  only  object  of  the  Bill 
was  to  obtain  power  to  take  the  property 
that  was  necessary. 

Sir  WILLIAM  JOLLIFFE  said,  that 
they  DOW  beard  for  the  first  time  that  tiie 
Bill  did  not  iuTolve  au  expenditure  of 
money,  but  merely  gave  the  Ommnment 
the  power  of  acqviriug  land. 

S»  GEORGE  6RET  said,  that  the 
atatement  of  the  Government  was  not  that 
no  expenditure  of  money  was  contemplated, 
but  that  the  Bill  did  not  authorise  the  ex- 
penditure of  any  public  money. 

Mb.  LYGON  referred  to  the  proposal 
for  authorising  the  Government  to  purchase 
lands  and  buildings  in  South  Kensington, 
which  was  introduced  in  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House — a  plan  wlurii  ahonld 
Fisdomif  .AslsuMtok 


have  been  firflowed  in  this  ImUnee,  be- 
cause, he  maintmned,  that  the  Bill  woald 
practically  authoriia  the  axpenditnre  of 

public  money. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  that  the  object  of 
the  Bill  was  to  enable  the  Government  to 
take  ground  for  certain  purposes.  It  did 
not  give  them  power  to  purchase  the  pro- 
perty ;  the  funds  for  that  purpose  should 
be  voted  afterwards  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House.  Then  was,  therafoi^  no 
question  of  Order. 

Motion,  by  leave,  vtUhdravm, 

Main  Question  put,  and  agrtad  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  broof^ht  in  1^  Mr. 
CowpBB  and  Sir  Charixs  Wood. 

Bill  presented,  and  referred  to  the  Ex- 
aminers  of  Petitioni  for  Private  Billa. 

[BiU  55.] 


niaoir  onnoBBs  (mvuRB)  soFBunrvA- 
noir  SOL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Robsbt  Fbsl,  BOl  to  prorida 
for  Sopermnnoation  Allonnees  of  01Bo«s  of 
Unions  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  broogfat  in  bj  Sir 
RoBiBt  Pbbl,  mod  Mr.  Villibbs. 

BiU  pruenUd,  and  read  1*.  [BiU  58.] 


LOCAL  QoneBmaDTT  bofflubiiul  bhi^ 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Babhtb,  BIU  to  ooeAna  osr- 
tain  ProvisiODsI  Orders  under  "  Tbe  Loesl  Oo- 
vemment  Aot.  1858,*'  relating  to  tbe  dirtriota  of 
Bradford,  Bridlington,  BrigbooM,  Bomlef,  Han- 
lej,  Sheffield,  Shipley,  Wallingford,  Usngollen, 
Onoakirk,  Swaoees,  Tormoham,  and  Loekwood, 
ordered  to  be  broogbt  in  hj  Mr.  Bianrs  and  Sir 
Gbobob  Gist. 

BiU  jiKwnftfd;  and  rsad  1".  [BUI  «eO 


tsnik  omos  (site  and  apphoachbs)  btu.. 

On  Motion  of  Mr,  Cowfbb,  BiU  to  enable  tbe 
Seoretsry  of  State  in  Ooancll  of  India  to  aeqnirs 
additiMiat  Lands  for  Improving  tbe  Sits  of  the 
India  Ottoe,  and  the  Approsohes  tbsrete,  ordered 
to  bebron^inbr  Mr.CewnasadlNrOHuus 
Wood. 

BUlffWMMtsd;  and  rsnd  1*.  [BUI  56.] 


8BBBP  AVD  OATTLB  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  IlBim  Fainnes,  BiU  to 
render  owners  of  Dogs  in  England  and  Wales 
liaUe  for  iigvies  to  Cattle  and  Sheep,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  \tj  Mr.  Ubbbt  Furwioa,  Mr* 
Smaito,  and  Sir  Hbbwobtb  Willuhsob. 

BUI  rreeenUd,  and  nad  1°.  [BUI  57.] 

House  a4jonnMd  at  half 
amr  OMe*elcok. 
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HOUSE  OF  COKUONS, 
WtiMiday,  Mareh  8,  1865. 

UINUTES.]  —  Sbuot  Oommxu  —  On  Ttln- 
ation  of  Lands  and  Heritages  (Scotland)  nomi- 
fMi<«f  (seep  1384.) 

PuBuo  Bnxa — Oriiererf— Coanty  Voten  Regis- 
tration  *  ;   Married  Women'*  Property 
land)*;  Perth  ProTinonal  Ordw  Oooflrma- 
tion.* 

Firit  Reading  —  Coimty  Votcn  Regiitration 
[501;  Married  Womm'i  Fropsr^  (Ireland)* 
hlOl ;  Psith  FroTlaioiial  Order  OouBnnatlmi* 

[81]. 

Second  Reading  —  River  Waters  Proteotion  [3], 
and  vnthdraum ;  Sewage  Utilisation  [4]  ; 
Afflmutioni  (Scotland)*  [40} ;  Priaona  [IS]. 

Referrtd  to  SeleH  Committee  —  Sewage  Utilita- 
tion*[4]j  PriioiwrWl* 

Committee— PAnta  fill  Costa  (re-wm.)*  [U 

^Morf— Prifate  Bill  CocU*[7j. 

Wwiinnsii— Rim  Watan  Pntootiui  [8]. 

RITER  WATERS  PROTEOTION  BILL. 

[bill  3.]     BEOOHD  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Lord  ROBERT  MONTAGU,  in  mov- 
ing the  second  reading  of  tliis  Bill,  laid, 
that  the  Kuisaoce  Remoral  Act  was  di- 
rected against  iufection  of  the  air,  the 
present  Bill  concerned  itself  tritb  the  con- 
tamination of  waters.  The  former  Act 
dealt  with  stagnant  pollntions  ;  this  Bill 
had  to  do  with  nuisances  which  flowed  down 
from  one  place  to  the  injurj  of  other  places. 
No  one  in  the  present  day  would  deny  the 
flnormitj  and  urgency  of  the  er il  with  which 
the  measure  sought  to  grapple.  Ten  years 
ago  theCommittee  on  theNulsance  Removal 
Bill  had  inquired  into  the  subject,  and  had 
ascertained  that  onr  rirers  had  become  abso- 
lutely pestilential,  and  were,  in  fact,  nothing 
hut  mwn  sewers,  and  had  orged  the  Go- 
Temment  to  take  steps  for  the  removal  of 
such  disastrous  influences.  The  Sewage 
Commission,  which  reported  in  1861,  men- 
tioned by  name  upwards  of  100  rivers  which 
they  affirmed  to  be  in  an  absolutely  poison- 
ous condition.  The  ^shery  Commission 
gare  a  catalogue  of  aa  many  more  rivers 
which  were  as  had.  The  Committee  appoint- 
ed laat  year  not  only  confinned  this  state- 
ment, hut  supportra  it  by  details  of  a  sUlI 
own  revolUng  and  nauseous  eharaeter.  It 
was  now  beyond  a  doubt  that  we  made  the 
water  diflruse  an  evil  which  the  earth  alone 
would  remove.  Upon  last  year's  Committee 
Uembers  both  of  the  late  and  present  Go- 
Ter&ment  had  sat  —  Gentlemen  who  for 
yean  had  given  their  most  earnest  at  ten  lien 
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to  the  snbjeet.  Tet  the  Committee  had 
been  unaninou  in  the  reeommendatioBS  put 
forward  at  the  close  of  this  inquiry.  This 
was  a  strong  prknd  facii  ease.  A  num- 
ber of  boroughs*  among  them  Nottingham » 
Sheffield,  Birmingham,  Maneheater,  Pres- 
ton, Coventry,  Derby,  Wolverhampton, 
Bath,  Huddersfield.Tork,  Stockport,  Chel- 
tenham, and  Oxford,  had  memorialiEed 
and  orged  the  Government  to  carry  out  the 
recommendations  of  the  Committee.  The 
Nottingham  memorial  had,  in  fact,  actually 
sketched  out  the  very  plan  which  had  been 
adopted  in  the  Bill,  This  made  thopr<ffl4 
fac^  case  still  stronger.  After  such  strong 
recommendations  it  was  impossible  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment oould  continue  to  sit  much  longer 
with  folded  arms,  as  be  had  done  for  tbo 
last  ten  years.  Seventy  large  landowners 
— among  them  fifty  Peers — and  the  Cod* 
servators  of  seven  fishery  associations  had 
put  forth  similar  views  ;  so  that  a  very 
strong  j>rjm<f  /oete  case  had  already  been, 
made  out  for  the  Bill.  He  did  not, 
however,  desire  to  press  its  adoption  in 
the  present  Session;  all  he  asked  was  that 
it  should  be  read  a  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee.  All  he  sought 
was  that  the  objections  which  might  bo 
urged  against  it  should  be  stated  and  defined 
and  sifted,  with  a  view  to  their  being  met  and 
removed  before  the  Bill  should  be  submitted 
to  a  new  Parliament.  He  cheerfully  con- 
fessed that  there  might  be  many  imperfoe- 
tioDs ;  he  allowed  that  there  were  serious 
shorteoolings  in  the.  Bill.  Yet  he  had 
worked  hard  and  had  done  his  host.  He  was 
not,  therefore,  asking  too  mueh  of  the 
House.  All  he  deair^  was  that  they  should 
discuss  it  in  a  friendly,  and  uot  a  carping 
spirit ;  that  they  should  labour  together  to 
improve,  and  not  overthrow  the  Bill.  Lords 
Ebury,  Shaftesbury,  and  Llanover,  repre- 
seuting  the  Sanitary  Association  and  Fishe- 
ries Preservation  Associations,  had  ad- 
dressed a  letter  last  Uaroh  to  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasnryt  in  which  they 
stated— 

"That  the  inoreann;  pollntions  of  the  rivers 
and  stieaois  of  the  eoontrjr  is  an  evil  of  national 
importance,  which  nrgentlr  demands  the  apptioa- 
tion  of  remedial  measarea  ;  tbat  the  disobar^  of 
sewage  and  of  the  nozioas  refuse  of  fiMitoriet  into 
them  is  a  aooree  of  aaisaDoe  and  daofsr  to  IwaUh ; 
tliat  it  acts  uynriooiljr  not  only  on  the  looaiitj 
where  it  oeonra,  bat  also  on  the  popolation  of  tm 
districts  throngb  which  the  polluted  rivers  flow  ; 
that  it  poisons  the  water,  which  in  many  oases 
forms  tha  vAt  sopply  of  the  popolatton  for  all 
purposes,  Inolnding  drinking ;  that  it  deatroTS  the 
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KnMHVf  water." 

Mr.  RawlioMui,  tin  Gcmniment  engiDmr, 
00  being  asked  (Qtmtioii  3,999)  hU  opi- 
nion with  regard  to  the  probable  oondition 
of  rirerB  in  case  tbe  present  system  were 
perserered  in,  said— 

"  One  eu  lurdlj  irnagin*  tbe  rivert  aad  stresnu 
•rcr  taKHBiag  ifona  tluu  tb^  are  now." 

Instaocet  bad  been  giren  to  tbe  Committee 
of  last  jeur  whieh  demonstated  the  eoor- 
BKHis  ttztent  of  the  eril,  and  mode  the 
Cmnmittee  fall/  sensible  that  the  people 
would  not  moeh  longer  endnre  tbe  grier- 
inee.  Ur.  Whitehead,  snrrejror  or  the 
county  of  Somenet,  sneaking  m  the  state 
of  the  river  bdow  Wells,  said — 

«  At  the  milb,  h&lf  a  mile  below  the  ont&ll,  X 
hsTo  aeen  Tetr  Urge  qiuotities  of  eolid  matter, 
p«re  fisaiSt  takm  op  from  tbe  snttu^ ;  and  the 
ateaeh  at  tbe  mill  ia  to  bad  that  tbe  miller  ean 

hardly  remain  in  tbe  booae." 

Of  the  river  Eze  the  same  gentleman 
said — 

"  Tbe  town  sewer  diaoharges  itsdf  close  to  the 
Eza^bridge,  and  the  wbdo  bed  of  the  rim  is  on* 
maaa  of  pollntioii." 

Of  the  river  below  ^erhome  he  sud — 

"  Tbe  whole  itream  tor  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
tbe  oatbll  ii  one  man  of  sewage,  aa  joa  can  aee 
h7  walking  on  tbe  banks  and  obeerving  the  difle- 
rent  anbatanoea  oliofing  to  tiie  ndea.  It  doea 
not  oootain  any  flri>,  and  tbe  ^nner  ooou[>7ing 
tbe  lands  oo  tbe  nwtbero  dde  of  tbe  river  has 
bera  obliged  to  dig  artifioial  plaoes  fbr  hla  oattla 
bseaosB  tbev  oannot  tondi  the  water  in  the  river 
new." 

Br.  Aeland,  Regius  Professor  of  Phjruc  at 
the  Universitj  of  Oxford,  testified  that  tbe 
Thames  was  **  a  national  disgrace."  He 
described  Uie  process  of  fermentation  which 
took  place  io  tbe  river.  There  was  a  dis- 
engagement of  gas  in  the  foul  depout  at 
the  bottom  of  the  river,  and  large  masses 
of  black  sewage  were  thrown  up  to  tbe 
surface ;  these  b«ng  light  floated  down 
with  the  cnrrent,  or  became  entangled  in 
the  weeds  and  rushes  at  the  sides.  In 
oonrae  of  time  those  masses  either  became 
diuntegrated  and  dispersed  throogh  the 
wi^,  or  else  they  w«n  ro-depositod  and 
agun  underwent  ue  same  pnwesa  when- 
ever •  fnvonrahle  oppwtonity  occurred. 
In  summer  whole  hms  of  this  stuff  were 
exposed ;  at  best  of  times  there  was  a  great 
aocomulation  of  feculent  matter  and  im- 
purities among  the  rushes,  Tbe  condition 
of  the  river,  be  said,  was  frightful.  Mr. 
Rawlinson  referred  to  tlie  rivers  of  Tork- 
iduro  and  Lancashire,  and  asserted  that 
thaj  wore  even  worse  tbta  tho  Thmts ; 


for  although  as  much  sewage  did  not  flow 
into  them  as  into  the  rivers  in  the  south, 
the  towns  in  those  counties  still  bdng 
imperfectly  sewered,  yet  in  another  re- 
spect they  were  worse  off,  aa  they  con- 
tained a  much  less  volume  of  water.  Mr. 
Rawlinson  was  asked— 

"  Before  the  l^une  reaohos  BirmiDgfaam,  above 
Birmingham,  doea  it  not  reerive  the  sewage  of 
270,000  peopJe  t— Tee,  and  aU  tbe  refnae  of  gaa- 
worka,  pompinga  of  coal  mines,  and  the  drainugi 
of  that  great  district  of  Sooth  Staffndabire.  Blr- 
mingbam  atwi^  aaflbra  more  or  leea  from  a  ^pa 
of  ftver.  Its  mortality  is  mnoh  hi^ier  than  tut 
of  tbe  metropolis." 

In  speaking  of  the  Medlock,  at  Manchester, 
Mr.  Rawlinson  stated  that  the  river  there 
was  covered  with  a  Uaok  seam,  so  thick  that 
birds  were  able  to  walk  over  it.  [A.  laMgk.\ 
The  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Jackson)  langhed, 
not  because  he  doubted  the  facte  which  he 
knew  he  was  not  in  a  pwiUon  to  contro- 
vert ;  not  because  he  was  ashamed  of  tiio 
condition  of  that  great  emporium  of  com- 
merce with  which  ho  was  connected  ;  bnt 
simply  heeause  he  was  opposed  to  the  Bill. 
If  he  hul  any  answer  to  give  to  the  do> 
liberate  statements  of  Mr.  Rawlinson.  tha 
Qovemment  engineer,  or  thoogbt  that 
gentleman  had  spoken  untruly,  let  him 
rise  in  his  place  and  say  so  ;  hot  other- 
wise he  most  remind  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  a  laugh  was  no  argument  whatever  ; 
a  sneer  disproves  nothing.  Mr.  Rawlinson 
was  asked  this  question — 

"  In  yoor  report  yoo  state  that  the  Uedloek,  at 
Manchester,  is  eovwed  wiUi  a  black  aenn  so  thick 
that  birds  are  able  to  walk  om  it— Is  that  tha 
caset" 

And  he  replied— 

"  That  ia  so.  I  know,  aa  en^aeer  to  the 
Bridgewater  Canal,  that  the  aboounations  in  the 
Medlook  and  its  tribntory  rivers  are  so  great  that 
words  wonld  soaroelj  oonrej  what  it  is.  .  .  . 
Ton  see  tbe  gas  rise  np  in  a  bubUe,  and  a  mass  of 
soam  with  it,  whioh  oakes  oo  the  aorflMO.  Ton 
might  skim  tbe  Bridgewater  Canal  at  Manebettar 
and  eleanse  it  oom^etety  every  foaivand-twentj 
hours ;  and  this  prooess  of  pntre&oUon  with  tlw 
sobsoil  takes  plaae,  and  r^aes  this  sesoB,  wUoh 
ag^  oakes  and  covers  the  smfros." 

He  added— 

**  The  Clyde  is  worse  than  the  Tbasass  or  ttan 

the  rivers  «F  Laocashire.** 

That  was  the  condition  of  the  groat  arte- 
rial stream  of  Scotland,  which  was  prtwd 
with  the  wealth,  and  white  with  tbe  navtea 
of  Greenock  and  Glasgow.  Can  any  ooo 
deny  that  the  evil  and  disgrace  ia  tmly 
enormous  f  These  were  evils  sufficient  in 
Uiems^vea  Io  deosand  instant  romoval— 
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to  a  nation  which  prided  itself  on  eivilisa- 
tion  and  advancement.  But  this  ia  not 
all.  From  this  sjimng  a  hrood  of  other 
evils  not  leas  maliniant  in  their  character 
than  their  sire.  Ha  alluded  first  to  the 
pollution  of  our  water  snpply.  The  water 
companies  whioh  applied  London,  fiffmerW 
took  thdr  mter  nvm  Of^waita  Lambeth 
and  Chelsea.  Bat  a  recent  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment had  compelled  them  to  remove  their 
works,  and  to  take  water  from  above  Ted- 
dington  Lock,  where  the  supply  was  at 
that  Ume  pure.  But  it  had  been  given  in 
evidence  that  the  stream  above  Teddington 
now  received  the  sewage  of  fifty  towns  ; 
and  this  number  was  every  year  receiving 
additions  as  other  places  came  under  tbe 
Local  Government  Act.  Even  now  the 
inhabitants  of  London  were  drinking  the 
sewage  of  800,000  persons.  In  a  few  years 
this  would  be  doubled.  Let  them  not  lay 
the  fiattering  unction  to  their  souls  that 
filtration  offered  any  adequate  remedy  ;  it 
merely  removed  hodiea  held  in  suspension, 
but  oonld  not  tench  matters  in  solution. 
It  strained  out  aoUds ;  what  was  dissolved 
|HMBed  through.  Now,  of  the  pntrifying 
matters  of  sewage  6-7ths  were  in  solution, 
ftnd  only  l-7th  in  suspenuon  ;  so  that  the 
water  might  he  filtered  till  it  was  perfectly 
clear  to  all  appearance  and  yet  contain 
6-7tb8  of  the  sewage ;  and  these  6-7tbB 
were  the  most  pntreseihie,  the  most  de- 
leterious of  all.  Let  it  be  filtered  100 
times,  if  they  liked,  and  nothing  prac- 
tically would  have  been  done  to  remove 
the  pollution.  It  would  look  dear  and 
bright,  and  colourless.  For  colour  is  due 
to  solid  bodies  in  sospenmon.  Mere  so- 
lution is  colourless.  Dr.  Hoffman  and 
Hr.  Witt,  the  referees  to  whom  the  Go- 
remment  had  intrusted  inqiuries  connected 
with  the  main  dramaga  of  the  metropolis, 
wrote  that— 

"  When  water  ooataminated  with  sewage  has 
been  oompletelf  filtered  throagh  paper,  laod, 
or  even  tbrongb  animal  charcoal,  and  hj  that 
meaoB  rendered  perfectly  ooloorleM,  clear,  trana- 
pareot,  and  inodoroas,  or  alter  it  baa  beeo  treated 
with  lime,  it  speedil;  bogfna  (e^eeiaUy  In  hot 
weather)  to  ferment  and  putral^,  and  beoomes 
deoidedly  miseUeToot." 

These  gentlemen,  it  must  be  observed, 
vere  speaking  not  of  the  common  and 
gross  appliances  possessed  by  water  com- 
panies ;  hot  of  chemical  filtration  carried 
to  the  ntnoet  eitent  of  refinement  that 
•menee  Mabled  theu  to  reach.  And  yet 
even  tluB  waa  utterly  naeleu.  Profeasor 
Way  was  asked— 
YOL.  GLXXTn.  [xEos  hdhb.] 


"  Do  yoa  ooaaider  that  water  which  baa  once 
become  poUoted  hj  lewage  cannot  be  perfectly 
oleanaed  for  drinking  parposes,  eithw  by  means 
of  filtration,  or  preoipitetion,  or  deodOTisstltm,  or 
any  oOna  ohemioal  proeesa  1" 

He  replied— 

"  Oert^nly ;  it  oannot  be  praoUoally  pnrffled 
bf  any  obenuoal  prooesB." 

Waa  he  wrong,  therefore,  when  ha  stated 
that  the  water  supplied  to  London  for 
drinking  purposes  did  really  contain  the 
sewage  of  800,000  persons  f  In  the  Greek 
fable  we  were  told  that  when  the  god  of 
streogth  had  to  perform  the  task  of  re- 
moving the  immundieity  of  the  Augean 
stable,  he  turned  a  river,  and  made  it  flow 
through  the  stable.  We  had  followed  the 
example  of  Hercules;  we  had  resorted  to  the 
means  which  he  had  taught  us,  in  bringing 
the  Thames  through  every  man's  house^ 
and  thus  clearing  away  the  ahominations 
of  London.  But  there,  unluckily,  the 
analogy  stopped,  Hercules  never  proposed 
to  drink  np  what  bad  flowed  throagh  the 
stable ;  we,  in  our  reoklessness,  drank 
the  water  which  had  flowed  through  oar 
towns.  Not  onl^  could  aivoment  be  drawn 
from  the  repnisiveness  of  tbe  nnsadsfao- 
tory  system  at  present  acted  upon,  bat 
also  finm  the  enormous  expenditure  which 
it  necessarily  involved.  London  was  not 
tbe  only  great  town  which  had  been  ex- 
posed to  this  evil.  Manchester  had  to 
fetch  water  from  a  distance  of  twenty  miles 
— none  could  be  found  nearer  than  tweuty 
miles.  What  Manchester  had  to  pay  for 
such  enormous  works  was  tbe  fine  and 
punishment  in  which  it  was  mulcted  be- 
cause of  the  impurity  of  rivers.  A  reso- 
lution passed  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee  and  also  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  TowD  Coancil  in  the  borough 
of  Nottingham,  showed  the  misehief  result- 
ing from  the  same  state  of  things  to  that 
town.   It  was  stated — 

"  That  impare  liquid  matter  from  the  manufao- 
tores  and  population  of  Old  Lenton,  near  Not- 
tingham, flom  into  tbe  river  Trent  aboat  a  mile 
anda  hdf  above  Uw  foint  at  which  a  brge  part 
of  the  water  supply  of  Nottingham  is  now  drawn 
from  that  river.  That  tbe  river  Leen,  which 
pasHS  throagh  the  town,  and  whioh  was  about 
forty  yeara  ago  a  pore  stream,  and  afforded  the 
principal  supply  of  water  to  the  town  for  all  pur- 
poses, is  now  foul  and  oflbonve  by  reason  of  its 
ooQTcyiDg  part  of  the  sewage  of  Notttnglum  and 
tbe  whole  ol'the  sewage  of  an  extensire  and  popu- 
lous liigher  district,  orer  which  the  authorities  of 
Nottingham  have  no  control,  and  flows  with  tbe 
rest  of  the  aewage  of  Nottingham  into  the  parish 
Sneinton  and  tbenoe  into  tbe  river  Trent." 


1816 


J2mw  Waltn 


fOOlCUOKS) 


131« 


in  lewerage  operations.  It  wm  fhw  fonnd 
that  the  water  of  the  river  Aire  eonld  not 
be  drtmk.  They  accordittglT  spent  ap- 
Vatds  of  £350.000  or  £400,000  in  gettiDg 
vater  from  the  mer  Wharfe.  Thus  it 
cost  the  tovD  of  Leeds  half  a  millioo  ster^ 
liog  to  ibul  the  rirer  Aire.  And,  after 
all,  the  town  is  no  hotter  off  tbaa  before. 
The  riTer  Wharfe  was  hecoming  as  bad  as 
the  Aire.  It  received  all  manner  of  eontri- 
btttioDB  from  sewers,  tanneries,  paper  mills, 
and  manafactories.  The  river  Wharfe  had 
become  so  impure  that  on  dipping  a  carpen- 
ter's foot  rule  four  inches  below  the  surface 
it  was  found  impossible  to  read  the  marks 
Dpon  it.    Tet  this  was  the  water  the  peo- 

J lie  of  iHwds  drank  j  and  the  hon.  Member 
or  Leeds  (Mr.  Bunes).  drinkbg  nothing 
bat  water  himself,  tried  to  persvade  ever/ 
other  person  to  do  the  same.  Last  year 
Bills  were  promoted  by  water  companies, 
involving  in  the  whole,  in  order  to  carry 
out  their  objects,  an  expenditure  of  no  less 
than  £2,000,000.  In  one  year  alone, 
£2.000.000  had  been  withdrawn  from 
the  general  resources  of  the  coantry — 
£2,000,000  abstraoted  from  the  capital 
which  employed  labour— £2,000,000  taken 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  ratepayers.  And 
why  ?  Merely  because  the  Government  bad 
permitted  persons  to  foul  the  waters  which 
had  formerly  been  drank  and  enjoyed  by  tlie 
country  at  large.  Secondly,  another  evil 
which  resulted  from  the  poUotion  of  rivers 
was  that  the  growth  of  weeds  was  sUmn- 
lated  by  the  sewage.  This  prevented  the 
natural  scouring  power  of  the  stream,  and 
thereby  impeded  navigation.  It  was  an  ef- 
fort of  nature  to  diminish  the  impurity  of  the 
water.  This  effort  was  continued  as  long 
OS  the  impurity  was  slight.  When  it  in- 
creased, the  remedial  agency  was  destroyed, 
the  weeds  were  killed.  Tliirdly,  fish  were 
also  provided  by  nature  for  the  same  object. 
But  with  the  fishes,  as  with  the  weeds, 
when  a  certain  point  had  once  been 
reached,  the  sewage  overcame  and  de- 
stroyed them.  Mr.  Ffennell,  Chief  Com- 
missioner of  Fisheries,  stated  that  not  a 
single  salmon-smelt  could  get  through  the 
river  at  London  down  to  the  sea.  The  loss 
oocaaioned  to  fisheries  all  over  tho  king- 
dun  by  this  outpouring  of  sewage  by 
mines,  gas  worin,  paper  mills,  and  faO' 
torias,  was  enormoos.  The  deposit  from 
sewage  and  ashes  destroyed  the  spawn ; 
the  refuse  from  miues  and  factories  po)> 
Boned  the  fieb.  Mr.  FlwuisU  was  aakad 
these  questions— 
"Do you  MnuUerthat  sUowfaig  ibsanngeto 


ran  into  the  rivsrs  In  Bo^iad  nateriaUy  dimi. 
Qtabes  the  omoont  of  fldt  in  England? — Taty 

nutomllj. 

"  Do  joo  sea  taj  reason  why  the  Thames  ahoQM 
not  be  OS  mil  sg^plied  with  nlmoa  as  Soctek 
rivers  f— It  mIt  wants  «ie  thin«— te  pnify  the 
Thames  ftemBidunonddownto&eaea.  If  that 
were  done  there  is  no  qoMGon  hut  that  salmon 
would  at  ones  eoma  into  tt>" 

On  tbn  question  of  the  fisheries  be  had 
been  furnished  with  abundant  evidence. 
At  a  meeting  lately  held  at  Chester, 
working  fishermen  came  forward  to  state 

that  they  had  picked  up  and  taken  in  their 
nets  dosens  of  salmon  which  bad  been 
destroyed  by  poisonous  sewage,  turned  out 
into  the  river  at  Chester.  Mr.  Eden,  the 
Inspector  of  Fisheries,  had  attended  that 
meeting  and  received  that  evidence.  The 
hon.  Secretary  to  the  River  Dee  Salmon 
Fishery  Association  had  preserved  a  bottle 
of  pure  paraffin  made  from  the  water  which 
had  been  taken  ^m  the  Dee  below  tlie 
Petroleum  Works.  With  regard  to  the 
river  Calder,  the  following  amuwng  pas- 
sage oeeurred  in  one  of  the  B^orts  of  tlu 
Fishery  Inspectors : — 

"Some  rears  ago  the  Colder  was  a  hrUUani 
fishing  rirer.  I  muld  take  mj  rod,  or  send  my 
keeper,  if  a  friend  oamennexpeotodly  to  dine,  and 
have  a  salmon  for  him  to  a  oertaint^.  Bnt  then 
is  no  such  thing  as  a  fish  in  the  Calder  now,  and 
so  strong  is  the  infusion  of  djo-tAaS  oontoined  in 
it,  that  slip^og  off  its  bank  lost  summer  I  nnfer^ 
tunatelf  nnderweat  immersion  in  the  water,  and 
mr  Russia  dsek  tnnrsen  wan  dyed  a  determfaad 
deep  blue,  which  defled  the  powers  of  Msaehieg 
to  obliterate." 

Some  hon.  Members  were  apt  to  think 
light  of  the  lots  of  salmon.  IfSt  Uiem 
bear  in  mind,  however,  that  loss  of  fish 
meant  loss  of  capital,  in  return  for  which 
nothing  whatever  was  gained.  On  this 
point  Mr.  Ffennell  was  asked — 

"  The  rerenne  from  those  salmon  in  the  nuunss 
would  be  Torjr  large,  would  it  not  f — Tea ;  vorj 
large  comparative^  with  other  rivers." 

"  The  rerenne  from  small  rivers  in  Sootlond  is 
some  thousands  per  annum,  is  it  net! — ^TeB;aiid 
it  would  be  TeT7  much  greater  on  the  Thamea." 

"  IsU  not  useless  to  attempt  to  breed  lalmonia 
the  Thames  so  long  as  the  sewsge  of  Ltmdon  is 
allowed  to  ma  into  it  t— PerfecUj  useless." 

The  Thames  eontained  no  salmon.  Its 
watershed  was  about  equal  to  that  of  the 
Severn,  which  comprised  4,437  square 
miles.  Only  £X,000  worth  of  salmon  wna 
caught  annually  in  the  Severn.  The  waters 
shed  of  the  Tar  was  half  that  of  the  Se- 
vern— namely,  2,2B3  square  miles;  the  yield 
of  salmon  was  annually  worth  £30,000, 
yet  the  Tay  was  not  half  preserved.  Clear- 
^,  therefore,  if  tho  Severn  war*  allowed 
to  prodaoe  ita  due  A 
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would  7>«ld  aboat  £120,000  a  jear.  He 
had  already  atated  that  the  irateraheds  of 
the  Severn  and  the  Thanea  were  equal  in 
point  of  extent.  The  Thaniei,  there- 
fore, in  tti  normal  condition,  would  pro- 
duce £120,000  worth  of  salmon  a  year. 
The  same  might  be  calculated  for  everj 
other  rirer  in  England.  The  loss  of  re- 
TODue  under  this  head  was  enormoas. 
Tet  this  was  not  all.  It  was  a  direct 
injury  to  the  poor.  At  the  mouth  of 
the  rirer  Dee  300  families  found  employ- 
ment. How  many  families  might  there 
not  be  under  happier  circumstances  at  the 
mouths  of  the  Severn  and  the  Thames, 
were  this  great  evil  removed.  The  injurious 
effects  of  the  river  pollution  were  not  con- 
fined to  fish.  Fourthly,  cattle  likewise  had 
been  poisoned.  There  were  two  instances 
mentioned  before  the  Committee,  of  actions 
having  been  brought  to  recover  damages 
for  losa  of  cattle.  Two  days  ago  the  Vice 
Chanoellor  Wood  granted  an  injunction 
against  the  town  of  Banbury,  because  the 
pollution  of  the  river  by  the  sewage  of  that 
town  had  destroyed  the  plaintive  cattle. 
He  had  also  been  informed  by  Mr.  Whit- 
taker  the  vicar  of  Whalley»  in  Laneaihire, 
tliat— 

"  The  wmtera  of  the  Oalder  ud  its  tributaries 
were  poisonoas  to  oattte  on  tbeir  banks.  That 
fiwt  could  be  attested  bjr  Colonel  Towneler,  Mr. 
Peel,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  owom  of  the  best  sWt- 
honu  in  the  worid,  aad  winneis  at  Obeliufbrd, 
BaUenea,  and  Leedi,  wnwXij." 

Fifthly,  let  the  House  consider  the  sanitary 
aspect  of  the  case.  Could  any  one  doubt 
that  this  was  also  injurious  to  health  %  All 
the  witnesses  concurred  in  regarding  this 
as  nnqoesttonable.  Mr.  Rawlinson  stated 
that  Lambeth  used  to  have  worse  water 
than  Chelsea ;  it  had  at  that  time  more 
disease.  Subsequently  it  had  better  water 
than  Chelsea,  and  the  death  rate  was  re- 
duced below  that  of  Chelsea.  At  Ottery 
St.  Mary,  where  a  stream  reenred  the 
drainage  and  furnished  the  water  supply 
also,  a  fsver  always  bung  abont  the  place, 
and  vnw  oalled  in  the  eountry  the  Ottery 
fever.  Bpidemiea  and  fevers,  another  wit- 
ness affirmed,  always  infested  those  places 
which  laboured  under  the  evil  of  infected 
water.  The  surveyor  of  the  local  Board 
of  Health  at  Exeter  stated  that — 

"  ^  attention  had  been  called  to  the  im|mre 
Btate  of  the  rifer  Eze,  the  emanations  arising 
frem  which  durii^  the  part  saauasr  bad  been  of 
tiw  most  offensive  rtaraoter." 

*'  An  unusually  large  number  of  fevu' oases 
among  the  inhaWtanta  on  ita  bwiki"  bad 


been  the  -resialt.  JDiseaae  in  such  local!- 
ties  was  caused  by  the  imporit/  of  the 
water ;  bat  the  air  waa  dao  tberelw  <oa« 
taminated.  How  near  Uiey  were  to  maease 
!n  Losdon  iaat  year  might  be  seen  hj  the 
Report  «f  Dr.  Letheby,  who  said — 

"That  wUoh  keepa  down  Vt»  offisnrivenoss  of 
the  river  daring  the  sunnier  time  is  either  a  low 
temperature  or  a  oopiooa  rainbll." 

He  added  that  there  were  periods  of  many 
months*  duration  every  year,  when  from 
the  evaporation  of  the  water  and  the  small 
supply  fn»n  above,  ^e  fiow  of  the  stream 
was  not  downwards  but  upwards,  aud  that 
at  such  times  sewage  discharged  into  the 
rirer  at  Barking  would  flow  upwards  to  a 
distance  far  above  the  city  bridges.  Thus, 
in  London,  where  £6,000,000  had  been 
spent  in  improving  the  sewerage  and  puri- 
fying the  river,  the  inhabitanta  were  not 
secure  from  diseaie  from  thia  Nuree.  Dr. 
Acland  told  the  Committee — 

"  There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  exore- 
menta  from  hnman  habitations  in  the  towns,  pol- 
luted the  waters  in  a  very  dangerons  manner.  I 
think  it  is  perfect);  establidted  bj  sanitary  inTSa- 
tigators  that  disease,  especially  uudera,  Jus  been 
propagated  in  this  manner." 

Dr.  Aeland  described  the  effsot  of  thia 
state  of  things  even  ib  those  cbms  where 
aetoal  disease  was  not  evoked.  It  pro- 
duced a  low  condition  of  health,  wbioh 
rendered  it  necessary  to  administer  quinine 
and  other  tonios  and  stimulants.  When 
our  forefathers  ailed  they  wore  usually 
bled.  This  was  always  done  at  spring  time 
and  fall.  Their  diseases  were  always  the 
results  of  having  too  much  blood.  But 
now  every  ooe  was  in  a  low  oondition— 
every  one  was  weak  and  sickly  and  pony, 
and  required  quinine  and  other  tones  and 
stimulants,  Thia  low  state  of  health  there 
was  too  muoh  reason  to  believe  waa  pro- 
duced by  the  water  which  the  people  drank 
having  Deeo  foaled  by  sewage.  The  Board 
of  Hnlth  had  as  long  ago  as  1842  been  of 
opinion  that  it  waa  such  a  low  state  of 
lieallii  that  drove  people  to  Uie  spirit 
shop.  Thus,  then,  it  was  that  no  less 
than  £35.000.000  worth  of  spirits  were 
annually  consumed  in  Great  Britain  alone. 
Thus  it  waa  that  drunkenness  prevailed, 
and  the  consequent  loss  of  time  from  use- 
ful labour,  and  the  expmae  of  hospitals 
which  resisted,  and  theunproduetive  main- 
lenanoe  of  widows  and  orphans.  He  had 
next  to  apeak  of  the  evil  done  by  mines, 
collieries,  and  manufactures.  The  Fisheij 
I&speotors.  in  their  second  Report,  aaid 
that— 
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**  The  iiAarj  done  by  the  Deliffi  mine,  far  ex- 
ample, mnud  take  two  yean'  pnriAiaM'froin  the 
rains  ftf  ererr  aore  of  laud  on  the  banks  of  the 

It  appearad  that  an  nunry  of  wxne  £50*000 
woua  be  inflicted  on  the  naghboarhood,  be- 
cause the  company  voold  not  ei]^Dd  abont 
£500  te  remedj  (be  evil.  The  injury  which 
had  been  caused  to  a  large  population,  in 
order  to  Iceep  a  trifling  sum  in  the  pockets 
of  a  few*  was  enormous.  Another  instance 
was  given  where  man^  million  tons  of  cin- 
ders, ashes,  and  spoil  were  thrown  from 
one  Tork  alone  into  one  of  the  tributaries 
of  the  river  Usk.  This  was  done,  as  the 
Inspectors  of  Fisheries  pointed  out — 

"  Not  from  any  neoeuity  coowquent  upon 
working  the  mines,  but  in  order  to  bsts  the  par- 
ties tbn  expense  of  providing  _  hasp  or  mbbiah 
room," 

Such  an  iojury  was  not  local ;  at  each  flood 
it  was  carried  many  mites  lower  down  the 
rirer.  The  sixth  and  last  e?il  to  which  he 
would  advert,  was  the  injury  to  the  drainage 
of  the  country.  The  rivers  were  silted  up 
not  only  by  the  deposit  from  sewage,  but 
also  through  ashes  and  cinders  being  thrown 
into  them.  The  beds  of  the  rivers  were 
thos  raised  ;  and  a  swamp  occasioned  in 
the  adjoinmg  lands.  The  bed  of  the 
Rhjne  at  \f^ton-sDpe^lfare  bad  ulted 
up  two  feet  in  the  apaee  of  nine  months. 
At  Oxford,  aeeordbg  to  Dr.  Aeland,  the 
Thames  bad  silted  up  as  much  as  six  feet; 
and  the  consequence  was  that  the  flat 
districts  were  in  a  sodden  and  water-logged 
condition.  The  scouring  power  of  the  river 
had  also  been  diminished  ;  and  the  accu- 
mulations increased  at  a  more  rapid  rate. 
In  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  many  thou- 
sand tons  of  cinders  were  tipped  into  the 
rivers  every  year.  Mr.  Rawhnson  stated 
that  in  those  two  counties  there  were  river 
beds  which  hsd  been  thus  raised  ten  or 
fifteen  feet  above  their  former  level.  In 
the  Basin  of  the  Mersey  above  Manchester 
75,000  tons  of  mnders  were  tipped  in  every 
year.  Hr,  RawKnson  sud  he  remembered 
a  bridge  under  which  a  loaded  waggon  coold 
have  been  driven,  but  under  which  a  dog 
could  now  hardly  crawl.  These  manufac- 
turers dare  not  injure  a  private  canal;  with 
impunity  they  destroy  public  rivers.  At 
Bolton  a  coal  owner  boats  bis  refuse  for 
three  miles  along  the  canal,  until  he  comes 
to  tbelrwell;  into  that  river  he  discharges 
his  barges  of  refuse.  The  silting  of  riven 
caused  floods,  and  thus  farming  opera- 
tions were  stopped  in  the  country  snr- 
roonding  them.  For  the  injury  vat  not 
loetL  Above  WarriogtoD — wgbteen  milei 
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below  any  manufactory  —  the  river  was 
dredged  yearly,  and  a  hundred  thousand 
tons  of  ashes  and  cinders  were  taken  out 
of  it.  Such  evils  surety  called  for  the  in- 
stant interposition  of  the  Qovemment. 
The  drinking  water  of  the  people  was 
fouled  ;  and  no  filtration  could  purify  it. 
Weeds  grew  in  the  rivers,  and  navigation 
was  im|wded.  The  country  lost  an  enor- 
mous revenue  by  the  destruction  (d  flsh, 
and  farmers  by  the  death  of  their  cattle. 
The  health  and  strength  of  the  nation  de- 
clined I  and  the  beds  of  rivers  were  ulted 
np,  so  that  drainage  was  impeded,  and  the 
snrronnding  country  reduced  to  a  water- 
logged condition.  What  honest  Govern- 
ment would  permit  such  evils  ?  What  inde- 
pendent people  could  long  endure  them  ? 
Yet  this  was  not  all.  They  were  daily 
increasing,  and  consequently  a  remody  was 
most  urgently  required.  The  cure  must  be 
both  instant  and  vigorous.  After  1848, 
when  towns  first  began  to  divert  their 
sewage  into  rivers,  the  evil  was  slight. 
Sewering  advanced  but  slowly;  the  amount 
of  pollution  was  trifling,  and  persons  were 
not  awake  to  the  consequences.  Bat  now 
every  year  the  sewage  of  new  towns  was 
poured  into  the  rivers,  and  the  evil  was 
being  multiplied  tenfold.  -  The  danger  was 
most  urgent,  and  was  constantly  being  en- 
hanced. The  evil  was  rapidly  growing  upon 
us.  Dr.  Aeland,  RegioaiHvfessor  at  Oxford, 
said  that  the  Thames  there  had  become  ab- 
solutely unbearable.  How  much  worse, 
then,  most  it  be  for  the  City  of  Iiondon  t 
Mr.  Tom  Taylor,  the  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Govemmeot  Board,  was  asked— 

"Do  yon  agree  with  the  Gomminionera  in  sta- 
ting that  it  is  an  evil  of  great  national  imp<rtanoet 
— f  apfoehend  that  it  is,  beoaose  it  is  a  growing 
evil,  and  is,  I  fear,  in  oonrse  of  growth  to  vety 
■erioiu  dimoisions." 

"Then  do  yea  oonsider  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  tbat  sewage  sboold  not  be  allowed  to 
ran  into  Btreams  and  riven  f — That  is  the  oalf 
waf  of  preserrlog  streams  from  pollution." 

This  was  bad  enough  in  itself  and  in  its 
eoneequenoes.  What  made  it  worse  vas 
its  illegality.  The  law  of  die  land  wae 
set  at  defiance.  The  praeUoe  was  contrary 
to  law.  As  eariy  as  the  12  Riehard  II.  a 
statute  was  passed  enjoining  the  mayors  of 
boroughs  to  make  proclamations  against 
throwing  filth  or  rubbisb  in  the  rivers. 
No  communication  between  the  cesspools 
of  the  houses  and  the  sewers  of  the  streets 
was  permitted  until  1847.  The  object  of 
the  latter  was  merely  to  convey  the  surAwe 
waten.  It  was  the  Board  of  Health  that 
foaterad  Ihe  di«Qi^izlx,y^®^®^K9l* 
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were  oonneoted  with  the  Bewers,  and  the 
Mwage  was  direrted  into  the  riven.  The 
ori^n  of  this  was  the  diseoTerj  that  it  was 
eawer  to  remoTO  these  mattere  bjr  water 
than  h;  hand  ;  hesideB  which  the  rerooTal 
was  more  completelj  performed.  It  was 
therefore  more  cleanly  and  more  healthy. 
At  first  the  eesspools  were  pumped  out 
into  the  sewers  by  means  of  a  fire-engine 
and  hose.  The  Board  of  Health  knew 
that  they  were  thereby  pollating  the 
•treams  and  aoting  contrary  to  law  ;  hut 
Ihey  ezcnsed  themmrea  upon  the  ground  of 
a  greater  good  heiap  aoniefedt  and  that 
the  evil  would  work  its  own  core,  by  com- 
pelling the  adoption  of  some  other  means 
of  dealing  with  the  sewage.  The  Board 
of  Health,  in  fact,  contemplated  tnxa  the 
very  first,  the  utilization  of  sewage  upon 
land.  According  to  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Gael  and  Mr.  Tom  Taylor,  they  very  early 
set  themselTes  to  collect  evidence  in  &rour 
of  sewage  utilization.  In  former  days 
human  refuse  was  always  applied  to  the 
land.  There  was  a  regular  service  of  scav- 
engers, estabUsbed  by  law,  who  eoUeoted 
it  every  morning,  and  removed  it  in  dung 
pota  and  dung  earts  to  laystalls,  which 
were  provided  by  law.  Thence  the  return 
earts  iriiieh  had  brooght  vegetables  into 
the  towns,  ware  obligM  to  take  baek  the 
reftue,  and  it  waa  all  spread  upon  the  land. 
There  it  ought  to  be  put  now  as  formerly. 
The  only  question  was,  how  to  get  it  there. 
— by  the  band  of  man,  or  by  washings  of 
water  ?  But  the  removal  of  matter  was 
easier  by  suspension  in  water,  and  cbeaper 
than  by  hand.  That  was  fully  established 
by  the  evidence  given  by  the  Government 
engineer  before  the  Committee.  An  in- 
stance had  also  been  related  of  the  means 
by  which  the  large  reservoir  of  the  West 
Middlesex  Company  had  been  cleaned  out. 
It  had  silted  up  several  feet,  and  an  engi- 
neer had  contracted  to  clean  it  out  in  foor 
weeks  for  the  sura  of  £400.  He  was 
aware  that  it  would  be  maoh  cheaper  to 
paddle  this'  with  water  than  to  oart  out 
the  sUt  t  he  therefore  s«it  in  some  Irish 
labourers  who,  by  stirring  op  the  depout, 
and  letting  H  now  ont  with  the  water, 
cleared  out  the  reservoir  in  four  days  at  a 
eost  of  only  £40.  At  St.  Austell's,  in 
Cornwall,  instead  of  carting  the  china  clay, 
which  amounted  to  200,000  tons  a  year, 
it  was  conveyed  for  throe  miles  in  pipes 
by  saspension  in  water  and  by  means  of 
pumping.  One  clay  merchant  alone  thus 
eaves  as  much  as  £800  a  year,  which  he 
vonld  oUiMviw  bare  to  eipend  in  oarriige. 


Mr,  Bawlinson,  in  illustration  of  the  cheap- 
ness with  which  sewage  could  be  removed 
by  means  of  anspenBion  in  water  through 
mains  and  with  pumping  engines,  was 
asked — 

"  Some  esgiBMrs  have  given  it  io  avidenoe  be- 
fore the  Committee  that  the  oarriage  of  a  tnb* 
stance,  tA&j  for  inatance,  hj  BoapenaioD  in  water 
is  cheaper  than  to  carry  It  in  a  cart ;  ig  that  so, 
in  yoar  opinion  f — I  have  no  doubt  abont  it." 

"  Then  if  it  were  vemoneratiTe  to  remove  the 
matters  of  the  oeespools  to  the  land  in  former 
days  bjr  means  of  carts,  will  it  not  be  still  more  ro- 
manemtiTe,  in  these  days,  to  remove  it  by  means 
of  suspension  in  water  through  maina,  and  with 
pumping  engines  f — There  is  no  doubt  abont  it ; 
you  oan  pump  by  tboee  engines  in  the  Lambeth 
Woiki,  (whien  stand  almost  <m»odte  tUa  Uonie, 
I  believe)  abont  80,000  gallons  100  fbet  bigh,  at 
a  woiUd^  eost^indodIngsoalB,t&Ilov,  ud  wages) 

He  wished  to  point  out  to  the  House 
that  the  sewage  of  towns  must  be  ap- 
plied to  the  land,  and  that  there  was  no 
choice  in  tbe  matter.  There  was  no  al- 
ternative. It  was  an  imperious  necessity. 
We  moat  return  to  the  land  what  had  been 
taken  from  it,  inatead  of  robbing  the  land 
to  poiaon  the  water.  Filtration  had  been 
shown  to  be  ineffective.  Deodorization  had 
been  proved  to  be  ont  of  the  question. 
Profeaaor  Way  waa  asked — 

"  If  sewage  is  not  to  be  allowed  to  mn  into 
rivers,  and  if  all  those  means  of  precipitation,  fll- 
tntion,  and  deodorisatlon  are  iDeflmtire,  what 
other  alternative  is  there  for  dealing  with  the 
uwa^t" — "To  nse  it  in  a  Uqnid  form  apou 

"  Thai  la,  in  foot,  the  only  other  dtmiative  f  '* 

— "Itis." 

Mr.  Tom  Taylor,  Secretary  of  the  Local 
Qovemment  Office,  said  the  very  fact  of 
stating  that  this  sewage  should  not  be 
allowed  to  infect  our  rivers,  was  as  much 
as  to  say  that  it  must  be  put  upon  the  land. 
That  gentleman  then  gave  it  as  lus  opinion 
that  the  ntilizatioa  of  the  sewage  upon  the 
land  should  not  be  regarded  as  a  commer- 
cial speculation,  but  should  be  carried  ont 
whether  it  paid  or  not.  He  went  on  to  say 
that  if  the  focal  boards  did  tb«r  duty,  th^ 
would  sewer  the  towns  to  prevent  infoetion 
of  the  Mr  {  and  if  the  Watershed  Boards, 
to  be  formed  under  this  Bill,  did  their  duty 
they  would  protect  the  water  of  our  rivers 
from  pollution,  and  tiiat  the  result  would 
be  the  application  of  the  sewage  to  the  land. 
Deodorization  of  sewage  had,  in  numerous 
instances,  altogether  failed.  In  the  case 
of  Croydon,  after  three  or  four  injunetions 
bad  been  obtuned,  they  tried  deodorization 
without  suoeess ;  and  the  Tioe  Chancellor 
aaid  that  he  •gree^iij!?^  |ji0^^9g^ 
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pressed  by  Frofesaor  Way,  hi  feni  evidence 
before  the  court,  that  the  only  way  to  deal 
with  sewage  was  to  apply  it  to  the  land. 
There  were  about  sixty  methods  of  deodo- 
lisation  referred  by  the  Board  of  Works  to 
eertMn  referees,  who  reported  »  faToiir  of 
the  method  of  Mr.  Dales,  as  being  the  mlj 
one  which  was  likely  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  case.    Kerortbelesa,  Mr. 
Dales  himself  had  said  iha^aUbangh  faisme- 
thod  of  deodoriaation  had  been  pranouaeed 
to  be  the  best,  he  was  of  opinion  that  it 
was  a  mistake  to  attempt  to  deodorise 
the  sewage,  and  that  the  only  proper  thing 
to  do  with  it  was  to  pat  it  on  the  land.  It 
was  obrioos,  then,  that  chemis^y  had  con- 
fessed itself  Tanquiabed  and  retired  from 
the  contest,  and  agriculture  thereupon 
stepped  in,  and  solved  the  problem.  The 
land,  in  fact,  was  the  only  perfect  deo- 
doriser.    It  extracted  from  the  sewage 
erery  element  of  putridity,  or,  tn  other 
words,  every  element  of  fertility.  Dr. 
Adand  stated  to  the  Committee,  that 
the  power  of  the  soil  to  purify  water  was 
most  remarkable,  and  that  it  operated  not 
Only  Tery  effieientiy  but  very  rapidly. 
Professor  Way  was  the  first  efaemist  to 
diseover  this  great  property  of  the  so3. 
In  his  examination  he  said  that  the  fbul 
Mnell  of  the  sewage  was  in  an  incredibly 
short  period  of  time  caused  to  disappear 
by  meaaa  of  the  soil,  but  that  chemistry 
eouid  do  nethmg  effectual  in  this  direetion. 
The  soil,  be  said,  exercised  this  extraor- 
dinary power  of  cleansing  the  impure  water 
by  abstracting  from  it  all  the  manurlal 
properties  which  it  contained.   This  power 
was  very  limited  in  extenl,  but  waa  imme- 
diately renewed  by  the  roots  of  growing 
plants  which  freed  the  soil,  and  enabled  it 
to  fix  another  share  of  these  fertilising 
dements.    This  was,  as  it  were,  a  finger 
post  of  nature,  pointing  to  vs  the  course 
which  we  onght  to  pnrsoe.    It  Is  natural 
that  the  elementa  taken  tnm  the  soil  by 
the  plants  to  serre  as  the  food  of  man 
should  he  returned  to  It,  to  play  their  part 
again  in  the  great  cycle,  and  not  ■*  be  east 
as  rubbish  to  the  Toid."    Some  persons 
bad  asserted  that  the  utilisation  of  sewage 
npon  land  would  be  unhealthy  to  the  popu- 
lation ;  hot  there  was  not  a  single  witness 
who  dared  to  assert  this  before  the  Com- 
nrttee.    On  the  contrary,  erery  one  had 
■aid  that,  whatever  adrantages  were  to  be 
gained  by  the  moderate  appneation  of  sew* 
age  to  the  land,  it  was  evident  that  no  eril 
whateTor  oonld  result  froA  sneh  a  system. 
Mr.  BawUnsoB,  speaking  of  the  Committae- 


roam  in  whieh  he  gave  hia  eridanee,  8Md 
that  if  it  were  a  grass  ^ot,  it  might  be 
irrigated  every  RKtmiog  with  sewage,  and 
that  half  an  hour  afterwards  there  woidd 
be  no  pereeptible  sm^.  Hr,  Tom  Taylor 
said,  He  had  heard  of  ssany  applieatioM 
of  the  sewsge  ;  hut  tbk  be  never  heard  ^ 
mjury  to  health  from  it."  Frofiasaor  Ww 
asserted  that  it  was  neither  bad  for  beam 
nor  offisnrire  if  used  in  small  qoanti^. 
He  had  now,  he  hoped,  made  out  his  case 
aa  to  the  abaotnta  neeessi^  of  utilising 
sewage,  in  order  to  prevent  the  pollutioa 
of  waters.  And  thus  the  volume  of  every 
river  would  be  maiotained,  the  purity  of 
the  water  secured,  and  the  health  of  the 
people  remain  unimpaired.  It  must  be 
done,  whether  it  paid  or  not.  He  wished 
it  to  be  expressly  understood  that  he  did 
not  argue  this  qoestion  on  financial  gruunds; 
he  had  establislied  his  ease  on  abiiolttta 
necessity,  on  tbe  enormity  of  the  evil,  and 
because  the  Legislature  had  no  other  al- 
ternative. He  Itad  not  as  yet  spt^en  irf 
the  value  of  the  aewage,  nor  of  its  fer- 
tilisiug  power,  in  an  agriooltnral  point  of 
view.  He  trusted  he  might- now  be  per- 
mitted to  fortify  his  ease,  to  strengma 
and  to  embellish  his  position,  by  spmting 
of  the  riehea  whieh  wonld  acorae  from 
the  adoption  of  this  system.  He  would 
show  the  gain  of  the  contrary  eonrse 
in  the  immense  fertility  of  the  land,  which 
would  be  the  result  of  this  utilisation. 
Though  some  hon.  Gentlemen  might  en- 
deavour to  undermine  the  citsdel  which  he 
had  eoostmeted,  be  could  tell  them  that 
their  efforts  would  be  rain,  as  it  was  built 
upon  the  rook  of  necessity,  which  defied 
all  the  tools  of  the  miner.  He  was,  how- 
ever, now  going  to  build  op  certain  out- 
works to  the  fortifications  which  he  bad 
raised.  These  might  he  destroyed  with- 
out  affsoting  the  strength  of  the  citadel. 
He  wonld  begin  tbe  second  part  of  his 
subjeet  by  luking  a  quotation  from  a 
speech  of  the  Cfaaneellor  of  the  Bxeheqner 
last  year  in  I^verpod.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  observed  mi  Ootober  13, 1864— 

"  There  Is  Bomethin;,  I  believe,  almost  Dopre- 
oedented  as  regards  may  great  coantzjr,  soraeUlDg 
quite  nnpreeedanted  in  tbe  eondition  oC  a  natiea 
whose  eosuBM<olal  poution  might  oow  be  d^ed 
as  oun.  Nearly  oofl-balf  of  the  essential  food  of 
the  people  of  EngLiad — I  mean  graio— is  ciiUi> 
rated  and  rslsed  in  other  lands ;  perhape  I  might 
saj,  LadepeDdeotlx  of  food,  nesrly  one^utfof  the 
whole  materia  of  the  labour  of  the  ooantrf  are 
also  produoed  in  other  lands.  What  is  the  eon- 
dition of  aooDntr;  whose  industrr  is  distiogaidied 
Iff  Aatares  like  tbessf  Here  Jr^omDedtqasa 
iMa  almost  latsRstfai#IMbt9«M(4£>^«^ 


l«Sff 


{UabohS,  1865] 


Froteetim  JiiU. 


onlf  dwandtDt,  baiwt  an  wwaiiggly  d^odnt, 

on  fbre^n  tupplr." 

Thefe  words  of  the  Cbaeedlor  of  the  Ex- 
oheqaw  he  (Lofd  Robert  Montagu)  con- 
sidered to  be  a  powerful  argument  in  sup- 
port of  his  ease.  The  greatness  or  in- 
signifieance  of  a  nation  depended,  in  se- 
condary causes,  upon  the  fertility  of  its 
soil.  Adam  Smith  had  said,  **tbe  sea 
and  the  earth  are  the  two  breasts  of  our 
great  mother>"  without  sosteDanoe  from 
these  no  BatioB  can  exist ;  and  if  the 
stream  from  one  of  those  'breasts  were 
dried  op,  the  people  would  dwindle  and 
beeome  pnny .  It  was  aud  the  other  night, 
in  Uie  eonrs*  of  the  debate,  the 
strength  of  a  natitoi  depended  upon  its 
men — bat  ik  shonld  be  ranembered  that 
the  men  depended  npon  the  sterilitj  or 
fertility  of  the  soil.  Mr.  John  Stuart  Mill 
had  shown  that  the  number  of  marriages 
and  births  raried  erery  year  with  the  price 
of  wheat.  Sparta  sent  8,000  warriors  to 
Plates.  In  100  years  she  could  not 
mnster  1,000  men.  The  historian  Flu- 
tareh  informed  them  of  the  reason.  It 
was  uninhabited  by  reason  of  ita  barren- 
ness. The  decline  of  Greece  commenced 
fiwn  the  sterility  of  the  soil.  For  the  far- 
mer quits  the  field  which  ceases  to  support 
him.  The  Temple  of  Paestum  was  once 
in  the  midst  of  a  deoie  population,  rich  gar^< 
dona  and  fertile  fields.  It  is  now  in  a  do* 
populated  waste.  The  decline  of  Rome  be- 
gan with  the  importation  of  own*  And  the 
Ghaneellor  of  the  Exchequer  bad  sud  tiiat 
our  state  was  unprecedented,  because  we 
depended  upon  foreign  countries  for  oar 
corn.  China  had  now  a  population  of  307 
millions  —  a  great  nation  in  comparison 
with  the  thirty  millions  in  the  British 
Isles.  She  was  able  to  maintain  this  great 
population  because  she  did  not  lose  an 
atom  of  refuse  but  maintained  the  fertility 
of  the  fields  by  restoring  to  the  soil  all  that 
was  taken  from  it.  An  Emperor  in  this 
land  of  Confucios,  in  one  of  his  preclaraa- 
tiona,  said  that  he  looked  forward  with  deep 
oottcem  to  a  period  when  the  number  of 
the  people  shall  hare  exceeded  the  means 
t£  Sttbsisteneei  and  issued  a  decree  that, 
for  this  reason,  none  of  hts  people  should 
presume  to  lose  any  of  the  refuse.  Japan 
was  also  crowded  with  people,  but  they 
were  not  compelled  to  resort  to  other 
eountries  iae  food.  They  fed  no  cattle  for 
manure,  they  purchased  no  guano,  they 
iqaported  no  food,  but  they  relied  npon 
the  ntilisation  of  human  refuse.  But  our 
towns  roMmbled  the  tub  of  the  Baoaides 


tbrooffh  which  wealth  was  incessantly 
poured  but  vfaioh.  was  all  as  qmokly  lost, 

"A  Ume  there  was,  ereEngland's^eft  began, 
Whsnefwy  rood  w  yonna  maintSned  its  msn.** 

But  now — 

<'  Far  away  onr  eUldrm  lesTS  the  land." 

And  why  was  it  ?  Because  we  took  as 
much  as  possible  from  the  land  without 
returning  anything  to  it.  It  was  true  they 
returned  to  &e  land  what  their  horses  bad 
eaten,  and  the  beds  thoy  faad  laid  on  j  but 
that  which  man  eonsumed  was  east  into 
the  river  and  flowed  to  the  oeean.  A  mea- 
sure of  human  manure  made  a  sMasive 
of  com.  We  threw  away  the  former  and 
imported  the  latter.  This  was  like  throwing 
away  the  wool  of  our  sheep,  and  sending 
to  Saxony  for  eloth.  Ploughing  and  fine 
weather  did  not  make  full  granaries. 
Every  year  tbe  elements  of  com  and  flesh 
were  taken  from  our  fields.  If  they  were 
not  returned  thither  those  fields  must  be- 
come poorer  and  poorer.  We  drew  on  one 
side  of  the  account  and  got  no  reeeipta  en 
the  other.  What  wonder  was  it  if  we  were 
rushing  to  bankruptcy  ?  The  result  was 
that  we  erery  year  sent  away  £1 6,000,000 
for  foreign  com,  all  which  money  shonld 
go  into  our  farmws'  pockets.  But  a  time 
would  come  when  the  fields  in  other  coun- 
tries would  beeome  exhausted,  because  all 
the  elements  fertility  bad  flowed  out  to 
sea;  when  civil  wars  or  commotions  would 
arise  and  enk  short  their  supply ;  when 
l^dr  populations  would  so  increase  tluU  khey 
would  want  for  themselves  all  the  food  they 
grew;  when  they  would  cease  to  want 
our  coal  and  iron,  so  that  we  should  have 
nothing  to  give  them  in  exchange  for 
their  corn.  What,  he  asked  would  be 
the  result  ?  Why  a  state  of  things  which 
it  was  fearful  to  cont«nplate  {  and  it  be- 
hoved a  Government  to  make  provision 
against  such  a  calamity  falling  upon  the 
people.  For  a  dearth  of  bread  was  worse 
than  a  dearth  of  cotton.  The  great  valve 
of  sewage  manure  on  the  other  hand  con- 
sisted in  its  increasing  with  the  popula- 
tion ;  and  thereby  they  were  enabled  to 
ke^  up  the  fertility  of  the  land,  as  there 
were  more  mouths  to  ctmsume  &e  prodnee. 
It  was  a  manure  that  was  suitable  Air  all 
crops.  One  witness  ^ted  before  the  Conn 
mittee  that  be  had  grown  com  seven  soe- 
oessive  years  on  the  same  land  by  the  ap- 
plication of  the  sewage  obtained  from  his 
labourers  cottages.  Each  yesr  tiie  crop 
was  bettor  and  heavier  than  the  previous 
one,  and  tbe  leak  crop  was  two  or  kbvee 
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times  greater  than  the  first  crop.  With 
regard  to  grass,  Hr.  Lawea  stated  that 
he  could  with  esse  obtaio  bj  means  of 
sewage  1,500  gallons  of  milk  per  acre. 
The  land  at  Croydon  had  only  fetched  &2 
perapre.  Therethey wereobligedtoutilize 
their  sewage  in  oonseqnenee  of  the  Vice 
Chanoellor's  injunction.  The  land  in  the 
licinity  immediately  went  np  to  £4  per  acre. 
They  took  OTentually  250  aores  at  £4 ; 
and  Mr.  Uarriage  offered  them  £5  per 
aere  fox  the  250  aeraa,  prorided  he  was 
■nppl^  with  all  the  sewage  for  a  certain 
period.  His  oflfor  was  accepted,  and  the 
town  thas  made  a  profit  of  £250  a  year 
by  the  transaotioD,  besides  the  sale  of 
deposit  at  Ii,  Gd.  per  ton.  They  had  pre- 
viously lost  £40,000  in  lawsuits  and  ex- 

Kriments  under  the  old  system.  Mr. 
srriage  now  got  four  crops  of  grass  a 
year  from  the  land,  the  first  crop  being 
a  month  earlier  than  any  grass  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. The  amount  of  grass  in  each 
crop  was  14  tons  per  acre,  which  sold  for 
£8  an  acre.  Thus,  without  any  ezpendi- 
tore,  he  every  year  cleared  £32  per  acre. 
The  people  of  Croydon  saw  now  that  they 
ought  to  be  jMud  at  least  £15  an  aere  for 
the  land.  The  sewage  of  Croydon  was 
infnior  to  that  of  London,  the  water  sup- 
ply at  Croydon  being  50  gallons  ^r  head 
per  dayi  and  that  of  London  bemg  only 
33  gallons  per  head  per  day ;  and  if  the 
sewage  of  Croydon  produced  snob  magni- 
ficent results,  how  much  more  valuable 
must  be  that  of  London  ?  The  application 
of  the  sewage  to  land  he  need  not  remind 
the  House  would  greatly  enhance  the  value 
of  the  land.  The  increased  value  of  the 
land  at  Croydon,  he  had  already  shown. 
The  land  at  Edinburgh,  which  at  one 
time  fetched  only  2$.  €d.  per  acre,  now, 
by  the  application  of  sewage  to  it,  had 
inereased  in  value  to  £35  or  £40  per 
acre.  The  commercial  value  of  sewage 
was  a  disputed  point.  In  Flanders  it  was 
ealcniated  at  between  25<.  and  30«.  per 
head  of  ^e  population  ;  the  Oovemment 
Referees,  however,  placed  it  at  lOf.  lOA, 
and  ICestrs,  Hapier  and  Hope  stated  it  to 
be  only  6f .  per  head.  But  then  it  must 
be  rememberad  that  they  wanted  to  pur- 
efaase.  '^bey  all  knew  the  proverb  of 
Solomon,  **  What  says  the  buyer,  it  is 
nought,  it  18  nought,"  and  so  Messrs, 
Napier  and  Hope  said  with  respect  to 
sewage.  He  would,  however,  not  urge 
this  disputed  point.  At  all  events,  enough 
had  been  stated  with  regard  to  its  value 
to  abow  the  enormous  loss  whioh  was  now 


sustained  every  year.  Sewage  had  more- 
over a  fictitious  value.  For  artificial  ma- 
nares  were  always  adulterated ;  sewage 
would  always  be  pure.  The  quantity  of 
artificial  manures  was  also  "  miserably 
insufficient.'*  Professor  Way  stated,  in  his 
evidence  before  the  Committee,  that  — 

"  There  ii  no  donbt  in  the  world  that  the 
vafflj  of  manure  is  miserably  insofBdeat  for  an 
improved  stste  of  i^rionltnrs :  that  ii  to  uj, 
sappoM  that  ninety-nme  fivmen  wore  to  ftnn  as 
the  hundredth  does  aX  this  momsnt,  there  would 
beasenunblefiw  mannres.'* 

He  had  stated  also  that  the  aonrees  of 
guano  would  be  ezbansted  in  less  than 
twenty  years.  It  was  therefore  necessary 
that  some  other  good  and  efficient  manure 
should  be  provided,  or  else  in  a  short  time 
there  would  be,  as  Professor  Way  had  said, 
a  scramble  for  manures.  He  bad  shown 
the  enormity  of  the  abuse,  and  the  evils 
that  sprung  from  it  from  the  pollution  of 
the  waters,  the  expense  the  country  was 
consequently  put  to  in  procuring  a  proper 
water  supply,  the  depreeeed  condition  flrif 
the  people,  the  defective  drainage  of  the 
land,  and  the  loss  of  revenue  by  the  de* 
Btmetion  of  fish  and  cattle.  He  had  also 
shown  the  wealth  whieh  most  aeome  from 
the  utilisation  of  sewage.  B^  utilising 
the  sewage  they  would  ho  creating  yearly 
twenty  milliona  of  capital,  which  was  now 
utterly  lost  This  would  benefit  not  only 
the  farmer  and  the  landowner,  but  also 
the  labourer  from  its  giving  the  increased 
means  for  the  employment  of  labour. 
The  sale  of  town  sewage  would  lighten 
or  remove  the  burdens  of  the  ratepayers. 
The  landowner  would  see  the  value  of  his 
land  multiplied  twenty  times.  The  econo- 
mist would  rejoice  that  the  oapttel  now 
expended  in  procuring  guano  and  foreign 
com  would  employ  labour  at  home,  l^e 
statesman  would  be  at  rest  when  he  saw 
us  independent  of  other  nations  for  onr 
supply  of  food.  Let  not  the  House  how- 
ever ride  off  on  a  fallacy  )  he  believed  in 
the  value  of  sewage,  but  he  rested  his  ease 
,  on  the  neoessity  of  protecting  ^e  waters. 
It  must  be  done,  and  we  shairhe  rewarded 
for  doing  it.  This,  no  doubt,  was  a  sweep* 
ing  Bill ;  but  it  was  rendered  necessary 
in  consequence  of  the  indolence  or  in* 
competence  of  the  Government  who  had  al- 
lowed the  evil  te  grow  to  such  an  extent, 
and  the  law  to  be  broken  year  after 
year  till  a  sweeping  measure  became  ne- 
cessary to  check  it.  If  the  Bill  was  a 
sweeping  meaaare,  the  fault  was  not  bis. 
but  that  of  the  OoTcnuaentio  not  liatcn- 
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log  to  th«  nporti  of  Commisdimen  and 
CommittoM  wDon  they  urged  on  them  to 
deviee  or  adopt  a  remodj;  but  rather  than 
endanger  their  elections  Uiej  had  listened 
to  a  few  maoufaeturerB,  and  had  allowed 
onr  water  sapplj  to  be  Btill  contaminated, 
and  the  health  of  the  people  to  be  therebj 
endangered.  Hia  right  hon.  Friend  (Ur. 
Adderley)  had  done  Bomething ;  but  pri- 
vate iodiTidnals  in  general  did  not  like 
to  inenr  the  odium  and  expeoBO.  Thej 
aaid  it  was  no  bustneBB  of  theirs ;  whj 
should  thej  bestir  themselves  and  take  so 
much  trouble  to  promote  the  good  of  others? 
Local  Boards  would  not  put  the  law  in 
motion,  for  they  were  intorested  in  eom> 
mitting  U»  injury.  Each  grumbled  at 
the  towni  aboTe  and  iigured  those  below. 
The  town  ^  Salford  onee  applied  to  the 
town  of  ICanehester.  and  Baid,  *'  We  are 
willing  to  spend  X80,000  if  yon  will  join 
us  in  turning  the  sewage  of  the  two  towns 
on  to  the  meadows."  But  Hancheiter  re- 
plied, "  We  would  willingly  do  so  if  the 
towns  above  would  join  instead  of  sending 
ni  down  their  polluted  matter."  There 
mast,  in  fact,  be  unity  of  action  in  each 
watershed.  Without  such  nnity  London 
might  spend  ^,000,000  in  draining,  but 
it  would  reeeire  injury  from  those  aboTe. 
The  remedy  for  existing  evila  was  a 
Board  to  preside  over  the  enUre  water- 
shed area.  This  had  been  reeommended 
bj  the  Rihery  Commiaaioneri — 

"  The  soheme  of  looal  managemeitt  whioh  we 
would  reeoDuneod  i«  that  which  hoi  been  Mtproved 
bf  expartenoe  in  Irdand,  and  is  fiKudea  on 
oofolNd  oouBtitational  principle*.  It  is  that  a 
Bmud  of  Conserratora  to  be  eleoted  by  aod  to 
repreeent  the  variotu  intererti  along  the  whok 
ooorw  of  the  river  or  rirers  pbced  ander  the 
maoamnent  of  the  Board,  inolading  both  the 
propnetort  of  land  on  the  banlu,  the  owoers  of 
■ereral  flilieriee  and  the  ftsliennen  who  exenriied 
their  vocation  In  the  tidal  or  na^able  waters. 
All  theie  parties  would  be  called  apon  to  contri- 
bate  to  the  expenae  of  proteotion,  and  all  ahoald 
aooordinglr  be  repreaented  at  the  Board  by  aooh 
penona  aa  the;  may  elect  for  the  parpoae.  The 
■oheme  would  be,  in  its  general  fiiatnrea,  aimilar 
to  that  UM  down  for  Irelattd  by  the  1 1  *  12  Fi^ 
e.  62." 

With  regard  to  the  construction  of  that 
Board  he  had  deferred  to  the  recorded  wis- 
dom of  Parliament.  In  London  there  were 
wions  large  parishes  and  various  small 
parishes.  For  the  purposes  <rf  the  Metro- 
|tolitan  Board  of  Works  the  amall  parishes 
were  grouped  together  into  districts  which 
■elected  repreaentattres  to  the  Board ; 
while  the  large  parishes  each  sent  a  re> 
prwottUtive.   Thia  Board  eieroised  a  so- 


pervision  over  tfieLooal  Boards  of  eaeh 
separate  parish.  He  would  apply  this 
principle  to  the  election  of  a  Board  to 
manage  the  watershed  of  each  valley. 
The  watershed  would  be  like  the  metro- 
politan area,  only  that  the  constituent 
districts  would  not  be  oontiguouB  but  far 
diataot,  and  would  be  connected  only  by 
being  on  the  same  waters.  Meetings  should 
be  held  to  consider  the  oonditions  of  re- 
presentation and  BO  forth  ;  an  Inspeetor 
aent  down  for  the  purpose  from  the 
Home  Office  shonld  hear  all  that  could  be 
Baid,  see  what  good  could  be  done,  what 
works  could  be  carried  out>  what  compen- 
sation would  be  asked  for.  His  Report^ 
after  being  circulated  freelj»  wonld  bo 
■ttbjeet  to^peal,  Ths  Secretanr  of  State 
womd  then  issue  a  proviaiomU  order,  which 
any  one  might  dispute  at  the  Home  Offiee. 
If  it  passed  the  Home  Office,  it  would  then 
come  before  Parliament,  and  run  the  same 
gauntlet  as  a  private  Bill.  ConBcquently, 
no  rights  oonld  be  infringed  without 
ample  means  of  defence  and  compensation. 
The  matter  was  brought  before  the  Go- 
vernment ten  years  ago ;  it  had  been 
urged  upon  them  repeatedly  since ;  Lord 
Shaftesbufy  and  Lord  Ebury  had  called 
attention  to  the  subject ;  but  the  Oovem- 
ment  had  done  nothing.  Had  they  taken 
up  the  matter,  he  should  not  have  come 
forward  as  he  was  doing  on  the  present 
occasion.  But  it  must  be  remembered 
that  ^thou|rii  the  law  waa  definite,  onr 
present  legal  tribunals  were  costly,  slow, 
and  praotieally  uioperative.  The  expense 
of  indietment  is  the  security  of  the  nui- 
sance monger.  With  snoh  enormona  erila 
staring  ua  in  the  face,  with  such  ahnsea 
thruBt  on  onr  attention,  oould  they  make 
up  their  minds  to  delay  ?  oould  they  con- 
sent to  stand  idly  gasing  at  the  Iobb  of  our 
wealth,  at  the  pollution  of  our  rivers, 
at  the  deterioration  of  the  people  ?  The 
Assyrian  Empire  dwindled  because  a  syi* 
tem  of  irrigation  by  whioh  it  had  multiplied 
food  had  been  suffered  to  fall  into  decay. 
And  now  woe  to  the  Government  which 
stands  with  folded  arms  and  looks  undis- 
tnrbed  at  a  starving  people,  at  contami- 
nated waters,  at  taints  of  disease  in  the 
atmosphere.  Woe  to  the  Government 
whioh  atood  Uke  apea  aroand  a  fire  in  the 
woods,  that  had  been  deserted  by  tra- 
vellers ;  they  stand  aroand  blinkiu  at  t^ 
light,  but  not  knowing  how  to  ned  its 
flames,  aod  fearing  helplesfcly  for  the  frost 
whioh  soon  will  nip  wem.   Woe  to  the 
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HMmy  but  o«Diiot  v«ke  vp  their  mio^  t» 
improre  it  and  pass  it  ioto  law,  and  yet 
fear  in  the  time  when  tke  keea  wioda  oi 
a  atoniij  eleotioB  ahall  up  them,  and  the 
oortea  of  an  angtjr  and  amriered  pi^ula- 
tien  Bhall  fell  heanly  on  thar  heada. 

Hotion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  aecond 
time."— (JM  Robert  Mmtagu.) 

SibGEORGB  GBETsaid,that&e  noble 
Lord  io  the  apeeeh  whioh  thejr  had  heard 
had  mixed  up  Tarioas  tubjeeta,  and  had 
departed  from  the  immediate  object  of  the 
BilU  whioh  waa  the  proteotion  of  the 
waters  of  rivers  from  pollution.  The  noUe 
Lord  lud  said  a  great  deal  about  the 
utilisation  of  sewage,  whtob  was  the  lob- 
jeei  of  another  BUI  which  he  had  pre- 
pand»  and  had  spent  a  great  deal  of  time 
very  nnneeeaaanly  in  showing  that  great 
erils  arose  not  onlj  from  sewage  but 
also  from  the  refuse  of  mines,  manofee- 
tnres,  and  other  matters  being  poured 
into  rivera  and  streams,  but  he  bad  failed 
in  showing  that  be  had  presented  to  the 
House  a  measure  whioh  could  have  any 
praotioal  e^t  in  aoeomplishing  the  ob- 
ject whioh  he  had  in  view.  They  were 
not  there  to  pass  a  Residution  as  to  the 
porifioaUon  of  rivers,  but  to  oonaider 
whether  the  sefaeme  submitted  to  them,  iu 
order  to  carry  out  that  object,  was  one 
whioh  might  rightly  be  adopted.  Upon 
that  potot  he  had  come  to  a  decided  opinion 
that  it  would  be  uawiie  ta  adopt  the  prin- 
oi|de  of  the  Bill  by  agreeing  to  its  second 
reading.  He  <Hd  not  mean  to  say  that  it 
was  not  deurable  to  vest  larger  powers  in 
the  looal  authorities  to  deal  with  sewage, 
but  that  was  a  pmnt  whidi  eama  under 
the  seeond  Bill  of  tha  noble  Lord.  But 
what  did  the  noble  Lord  propose  to  do  ? 
The  noble  I/ord  had,  in  his  opiaion, 
exaggerated  the  evils  which  existed,  and 
had  drawn  a  melaMholy  picture  irf  this 
oountry  being  reduced  almost  to  a  wilder- 
ness from  the  rapid  decrease  in  the  fertility 
of  the  soil.  He  (Sir  George  Grey),  how- 
ever, had  been  under  a  very  different 
impression  {  he  believed  that  the  fertility 
of  the  soil  of  England,  so  far  from  de- 
creasing, was  increasing,  and  therefore  he 
thought  the  picture  £awn  by  the  aeble 
Lord  did  not  very  feithfolly  represent  the 
real  state  of  things.  There  waa  no  doubt, 
howereTi  that  an  evil  did  eiist,  and  the  tmes- 
tion  was,  how  waa  it  to  be  dealt  with  t  Now, 
the  difficult  about  dealing  «rith  the  sewaga 
had  net  arisen  from  any  aotion  of  tha  Qo- 
LordMobtrt  Monia^ 


vemment,  but  from  the  aotion  of  the 
L^ialatnre.  It  waa  FarKameat  whieb, 
wi&  a  view  to  promote  the  health  itf  towna, 
prohibited  the  system  of  eesspools  whioh 
Wore  prevailed,  and  the  neeeasary  oen- 
seqiWMe  waa  that  the  sewage  waa  earned 
away  into  the  rivers  and  streams.  That 
was  no  doobt  an  evil,  but  ho  could  pndoeo 
evidence  which  the  noble  Lord  would  not 
dispute — that  of  Ur.  Rawlinson — to  tha 
effect  that  the  abolition  ef  eesspoola  had 
been  conducive  to  the  public  health.  Now, 
the  moment  that  people  should  be  ooovinced 
that  sewage  was  a  valuable  article  the 
whole  difiBoutty  of  dealing  with  it  would 
vanish,  for  they  would  be  only  too  glad  to 
get  it  for  th«r  land,  and  with  the  increased 
powers  for  the  purpose  of  the  ontfall  whioh 
might  be  usefully  given  to  the  local  authori^ 
ties  the  evil  might  be  met  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent manner  from  that  pn^osed  by  tho 
noble  Lord  in  his  Bill.  And  ntfw  a  few 
words  milk  r^pud  to  the  provirions  of  the 
Bill.  He  objected  to  tha  Bill  m  the  first 
place,  because  it  placed  unlimited  powm  in 
the  hands  of  Inspectors  appointed  by  the 
Seoretary  ef  State  and  of  what  were 
oalled  Protection  Boards — powers  grestw 
than  he  was  disposed  to  think  Par- 
liament woold  give  them,  and  which 
were  of  such  magnitude  that  they  would 
subvert  almost  all  the  authority  held  by 
local  bodies  throughout  the  country.  In 
the  next  place  he  objeoted  to  thots  Boards 
because  they  would  be  umuansgpable  from 
the  extent  of  the  area  from  which  they 
would  bavo  to  bo  drawn,  and  from  tha 
numbers  of  wfaiefa  they  weaU  heeempaaad. 
The  noble  Lord  had  aaid  that  he  had  adopt- 
ed the  reoommendation  of  the  Committee, 
hut  that  was  hardly  the  caae.  The  Com- 
mittee, indeed,  bad  «ted  the  opinioB  ef  ]>r. 
Adand  and  other  witnesses  to  this  efibot — 

"That  riven  can  be  effectUftUr  freed  from 
pollntloa  onlf  bf  extending  the  Local  Govematent 
Act  to  eaUre  watersheds,  or  rather  bj  •etabUibine 
Boardfl  somewhat  umilar  to  the  present  Local 
Boards  of  towns,  which  ahoald  extend  orer  the 
whole  area  of  each  catobinent  basto,  instead  of 
being  restricted  to  the  precepts  of  each  town." 

But  the  Committee  then  said— 

"  W«  reoonunend  that  the  important  objeot  of 
completely  fteeingthe  entire  basins  of  rivers  firom 

Kllntioo  should  be  rendered  possible  bj  geaeral 
jiilative  enaotment,  enaUing  the  iahabitants  of 
aueh  rativa  diatrloteto  adopt  lOBt  ooBtrelfing 
power  for  that  pnr»ow ;  bat  it  siKKild  inolndB  a 
proviaion  for  compelUBg  Local  Boards  to  render 
the  sewage  of  their  districts  ionoeuoua  by  appli«ia> 
tion  to  Uw  land  for  agricultural  porposes.  VbU 
was  a  fiir  mora  vague  and  general  reecmmsnda- 
tlon."  ^  T 
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Hr.  Tftylor  wb«  W  been  qnrtBd  bj  the 
noble  Lord  wu  deoidedlj  el  ej^mon  that 
this  Bill  eould  not  work. 

Lord  ROBERT  UONTAOU  inquired 
whether  the  right  boo.  Gratleniftn  bad 
formed  that  opinion  from  the  eridenoe  of 
Mr.  Taylor? 

Sin'.GBOBGE  GREY  loid,  it  waa  from 
pereonal  eoromanioation  with  Hr,  Taylor, 
who  had  giren  him  hii  opinion  of  the  Bill. 
He  (Sir  George  Grey)  waa  aDwilling  to»aj 
MTthing  that  ihould  be  disparaging  to  the 
noble  Lord's  eiertiona  with  reference  to 
tbie  aahjeot.  He  had  ondoubtedly  given 
nueh  attention  to  it,  and  ww  entitled  to 
great  eredit ;  but  there  wen  grave  objee- 
tioni  to  the  Bill.  Hehad  already  r^iarrea  to 
the  enormoni  power  to  the  Inepeeton  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Seeretary  of  State  and 
to  the  Protection  Boards.  The  districts 
were  to  oonaist  of  the  watershed  area  of 
the  rivers ;  bat  the  noble  Lord  had  not  told 
the  House  what  the  extent  of  those  areas 
might  be  except  in  the  eaae  of  the  Severn, 
and  it  could  easily  be  inferred  from  that 
how  very  large  ttM  extent  of  the  Thames 
watershed  would  be.  If  hon.  Members 
would  only  look  at  the  sixteen  different 
heads  under  which  the  Inspeetors  were  to 
report  tiiey  would  have  some  idea  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  task  imposed  upon  them, 
and  the  diflkulties  with  whieh  thej  w«nld 
have  to  eentand.  The  Inspectors  were 
ta  report  at  to  the.  boundaries  of  the  dia- 
triets,  in  reference  to  re^reaentatiMt  and 
taxation;  they  were  to  name  the  first 
menabers  of  the  Protection  Boardsi  they 
were  to  report  what  works  they  thonght 
necessary  all  over  those  immense  areas; 
they  were  to  examine  into  the  rights  and 
interests  of  corporations,  navigation,  and 
other  eompanies,  owners  of  fisheries,  har- 
bours, docks,  &o.;  they  were  to  report  as 
to  the  mode  of  rusing  money,  and  tbetr 
report  was  to  be  embodied  in  a  provisional 
order  to  be  eon  firmed  by  Parliament.  This 
proviuenal  order  which  would  embrace  a 
great  variety  of  subjeete  of  tbo  most  com- 
pliealod  diaraetert  was  to  be  kid  before 
Parliament  for  eonfimation.  And  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  that?  Why, 
that  almost  evai;  eorporate  body  and 
•very  individual  in  the  country  who  had 
watw  rights,  might  he  brought  before 
a  Committee  of  that  House,  constituted 
as  a  Private  Bill  Committee.  He  would 
ask  the  House  to  consider  the  con- 
•equences,  the  expense,  and  the  diflfi- 
enfties  attendant  upon  the  proeess  pro- 
posed by  the  noUe  Lord.  He  would  say 


netbing  as  to  tbo  number  of  the  Members 
that  would  be  placed  on  the  Protection 
Boards,  but  he  understood  that  every  Local 
Board  within  the  catohment  area  waa  to  be 
represented.  There  were  other  ai^borities 
also  which  would  have  to  be  represented, 
so  that  the  eomber  attending  those  Beards 
would  be  immense,  if  they  could  attend 
them,  but  that  woiUd  bo  impossible.  And 
then  let  the  House  consider  for  a  moment 
what  powers  tbe  Protection  Boards  were  to 
have.  They  were  to  decide  upon  all  the 
works  that  were  to  be  undertaken,  to  have 
power  to  divert  rivers,  take  down  Iwidgei, 
break  up  roads,  take  np  gas  and  water 
pipes,  pull  down  tele^pna,  and  so  on — 
in  abort,  their  powers  would  be  almost  un> 
limited.  Then  there  were  provisions  in  the 
Bill  which  involved  a  totally  new  incidence 
of  rating,  distinguishing  as  to  liability  be- 
tween one  class  of  owners  and  another, 
which  would  supersede  existing  law,  and 
substitute  an  entirely  new  system.  These 
were  powers  which  the  House  would 
hesitate  to  give  either  to  laspcctors 
in  tbe  first  place  or  to  thoae  Protec- 
tion Boards  in  the  next  without  much 
more  investigation  than  had  as  yet 
taken  place.  The  noble  Lord  said  the 
Government  had  done  nothing,  thoi^b 
the  facts  of  the  ease  had  bemi  aseer- 
tained  long  age,  and  asked  the  House  to 
i^ree  to  tbe  Bill  because  tbe  case  waa 
perfectly  ripe  for  legislation.  But  that 
could  hardly  be  bis  real  opinion,  because 
there  waa  on  the  notice  paper  of  tbe  House 
for  tbe  14th  of  this  month  a  notice  in  the 
name  of  tbe  noble  Lord  for  a  Select  Com- 
mittee— 

"  To  ioqoire  into  plans  for  ntUiiiog  aswan, 
and  their  rdatiODa  to  the  water  soonomr  Uie 
ooontrr,  and  to  oooaider  tbe  best  means  for  re- 
medying and  prerenting  the  poUntion  of  itreainB." 

With  regard  to  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
for  securing  the  purity  of  streams  they 
were  very  incomplete.  They  were  not  to 
apply  to  any  body  having  a  legal  right 
to  ponr  renue  into  a  river;  but  such 
rights  would  be  oonstantlj  set  up,  and 
would  be  a  great  source  of  lit^ation. 
Then  ihere  were  borrowing  powers  with- 
out any  limit  except  the  emtrol  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.  Again,  the  16Ut, 
the  last  section,  woidd  actually  repeal  all 
local  Acts  which  might  be  incmisistent 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  He  thought 
tbat  more  inquiry  would  be  oeoessary  be- 
(vre  proceeding  to  legislate  in  so  aweeping 
and  eomprebcmuve  a  manner,  interfering 
Wirt,  almost  ever,  lg»J^^^et^ij«j^ 
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the  ooantry.  He  hoped  the  noble  Lord 
TToald  not  press  the  Bill  to  a  second  read- 
ing. The  nohle  Lord  proposed  to  bare  the 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  then  refer  to  a 
Select  Committee,  If  the  House  were 
prepared  to  sanction  the  prineiple  of  the 
Bill  he  should  not  ohject  to  that  course, 
but  he  thought  the  House  was  not  prepared 
to  sanotton  it.  The  Honse  ought  not  to 
eonaent  to  send  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Gom- 
ntttee  unless  it  saw  its  way  to  making  it 
a  practical  measure.   He  could  not  see  any 

Erospect  of  carrying  the  prorisions  of  the 
>ill  into  effeet,  and  therefore  he  could  not 
ftBsent  to  its  seeond  reading, 

Mb.  EBKDALL  opposed  the  seoond 
reading  on  the  ground  that  the  Bill,  if 
passed,  wonld  prore  the  destruction  of  half 
the  coal  and  eopper  mines  in  England  and 
Wales.  He  knew  three  streams  in  Com' 
wall  in  which  there  had  been  trout,  though 
at  present  there  were  none,  hut  not  ^5 
worth  of  trout  had  been  ever  taken  in 
them  ;  whereas  in  one  year  more  than 
£100,000  was  divided  as  the  profits  of  the 
three  mines  which  polluted  those  streams. 
Wheu,  therefore,  the  noble  Lord  talked  of 
the  loss  of  fish  as  the  loss  of  capital,  what 
did  he  imagine  would  be  the  loss  to  Eng- 
land from  the  closing  of  her  mines  ?  This 
BUI  wonld  stop  OTory  mine  and  clay  work 
in  Cornwall.  He  was  glad  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State 
intended  to  oppose  the  Bill,  which  would 
be  one  that  would  be  most  destmotiTe  in 
its  effisets. 

Ub.  JACKSON  said,  that  he  objected 
to  the  Bill  being  withdrawn.  If  it  passed, 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  would 
bare  but  sorry  returns  of  imports  and  ex- 
ports to  make  for  the  future.  A  more 
mischievous  measure  bad  never  been  in- 
troduced. A  similar  measure  had  been 
proposed  by  Lord  R.  Grosvenor,  but  the 
opinion  of  the  House  was  so  strong  against 
it  that  it  was  withdrawn.  He  greatly  re- 
gretted that  the  Bill  was  allowed  to  he 
withdrawn  without  coming  to  a  division 
upon  it.  On  behalf  of  the  great  money 
interest  he  would  laj  if  Clanses  46  and  64 
of  this  Bill  came  into  operation  some  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  men  now  employed 
in  faotoriea  and  mines,  with  their  fiimUns. 
would  be  thrown  out  tit  employment,  and 
aQ  the  capital  connected  wiUi  thnr  work- 
ing wonld  bo  lost.  At  he  thought  it  do- 
rirable  that  the  opinion  of  ue  House 
should  be  taken  upon  the  measnre,  be 
would  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  that  day  six  months. 

Sir  (hitf*  Qr*i/ 


Hb.  BRIGHT  leoonded  the  Amend- 
ment which  had  been  moved  by  Ins  hon. 
Friend.  He  had  sat  on  the  Committee, 
by  whose  Report  it  was  said  the  Bill  was 
suggested,  of  the  noble  Lord  last  year. 
He  thought  the  question  very  difficnlt 
when  he  went  into  that  Committee,  but  he 
thought  it  Btill  more  difficult  when  he  came 
out.  He  did  not  think  that  the  evidence 
laid  before  that  Committee  or  that  its 
Report,  impartially  oonudered,  gave  any 
countenance  to  the  measure  which  the 
noble  Lord  bad  brought  in.  In  regard  to 
the  particular  clauses  to  which  bis  hon. 
Friend  had  referred— the  46th  and  64th — 
clauses  of  a  more  sweeping  or  nnjust  na- 
ture were  never  perhaps  introduced  into  a 
Bill  before  Parliament.  The  noUe  Lord 
had  referred  to  a  mine  in  Wales  with  which 
he  (Hr.  Bright)  had  some  connection  and 
about  which  he  knew  a  good  deal.  He 
could  assure  the  noble  Lord  that  the  ex- 
tract which  he  read  from  the  Fishery  Com- 
missioners was  almost  altogether  an  untrue 
and  very  unfair  statement  of  everything 
that  had  taken  place  with  regard  to  that 
mine.  They  found  that  half  a  dosen  Gen- 
tlemen, who  were  fond  of  salmon  fishing, 
did  not  appear  to  consider  it  of  the  slight- 
est importance  that  300  or  400  men  and 
their  families  obtained  a  good  living  by 
their  honest  industry  in  a  mine  in  the 
Welsh  monntatoa ;  and  unless  the  mine- 
owners  were  irilKng  to  do  all  kinds  of  im- 
praetieahle  things,  whioh  he  believed  would 
bare  no  result,  they  were  oharged  by  the 
Fishery  Commissioners  with  earing  notluog 
for  the  purity  of  the  river  Bovey.  He 
knew  that  the  directors  were  most  anxious 
to  do  everything  that  could  be  done,  but 
there  were  mines  in  such  a  position  that 
scarcely  anything  could  be  done  without 
shutting  up  the  mines  altogether.  The 
owners  would  only  be  loo  glad  to  expend 
the  £500  to  which  the  noble  Lord  referred 
to  put  an  end  to  a  grievance  which  he  be- 
lieved was  grossly  exaggerated,  bat  tiiey 
had  abstained  from  doing  so  because  they 
were  never  able  to  determine  that  the 
expenditnre  of  tiie  money  would  be  of  the 
slightest  advantage.  He  might  say,  with- 
out any  ezaf^;eration,  that  during  tlie  last 
three  years  the  fishing  on  the  river  had 
been  better  than  it  had  hew  for  twmty 
years  before,  although  the  mine  had  been 
yielding  double  and  treble  the  quantity  of 
ore  that  it  used  to  do.  The  inereased 
productiveness  of  the  mine  bad  not  da- 
maged the  fish  in  the  river.  The  noble 
Lord  luiwaa  inn 
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with  the  Biate  of  matten  throughout  the 
country.  He  remembered  a  SwiBk  ooming 
doirn  to  Maneheater  .to  be  teacher  of 
French,  in  which  he  was  happy  to  say  he 
succeeded  rery  well.  He  was  very  fond 
of  fishing,  to  which  he  was  accustomed  in 
the  rirers  of  Switzeriand ;  and  the  first 
morning  after  he  came  down  he  got  up 
early  in  order  to  fish  in  the  stream  that 
ran  through  the  town.  With  his  line,  his 
rod,  and  his  fly  he  went  out,  and  expected 
to  hare  a  good  basket  of  trout  to  take 
home  before  breakfast.  Of  coune  he  was 
Very  much  mistiOfeD — the  riTor  was  no 
doubt  as  blaok  as  mk,  and  the  noble  Lord 
would  he  horrified  if  he  stood  on  the  banks 
of  it.  But  there  were  interests  eonoemed 
in  this  Bill  ten  thousand  times  greater 
than  the  interests  of  the  fisheries  and  the 
sentiments  which  the  noble  Lord  repre- 
sented. If  this  Bill  were  to  pass  the 
Hoase  in  its  present  shape,  or  anything 
tike  its  present  shape,  or  if  its  principle 
were  sanctioned,  it  would  be  tantamount 
to  creating  a  stoppage  throughout  the 
OouDtry,  and  would  probably  end  in  a 
rerolutioo  of  some  kind — a  revotation  from 
which  the  noble  Lord  would  not  deriTe 
either  profit  or  reputation.  He  (Mr. 
Bright)  thought  he  would  hett  consult  the 
object  be  had  in  riew  by  witfadrawit^  the 
Bill ;  for  he  was  sure  that  the  House 
would  nerer  pass  a  Bill  inrolriDg  sneh  ex- 
traordlnanr  remedies  as  the  noble  Lord 
proposed  lor  a  grieranee  the  eiistenee  of 
which  to  a  certain  extent  they  were  all 
prepared  to  admit. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  oat  the 
word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  tbe  Qaes- 
tiion  to  add  the  words  "  upon  this  day  six 
months." — {Mr.  Ja^wn.) 

QneetioQ  pnqnsed,  "That  the  word 
'  now  *  stand  part  of  tiie  Question." 

Mr.  SELWTN  said,  few  persons  in  the 
House  had  spent  more  of  their  time  upon 
and  in  the  Thames  than  he  had  done,  and, 
therefore,  lie  was  anxious  to  say  a  few 
words  on  tiie  subject  of  that  much  injured 
lirer  wbteh  the  noble  Lord  deBaribed  as  a 
nataral  disgrace.  His  principal  object  was 
to  urge  upon  the  GoTemmeat,  who  were 
opposed  to  this  Bill,  to  introduce  some 
measure  which  would  not  be  open  to  the 
same  oMectiona.  The  evils  to  which  the 
rivers  of  the  country,  and  the  Thames  in 
particular,  for  which  he  desired  to  speak, 
were  exposed  arose  from  two  sources — 
namely,  pollution,  in  consequence  of  the  abo* 
liUon  of  eaupools,  and  diminution,  in  eonse- 


quenoe,  of  their  waters  being  carried  off  else- 
where. From  the  latterevil  the  Thames  par- 
ticularly suffered.  Both  evils  were  continually 
increasing,  and  both  were  matters  for  which 
that  House  was  directly  responsible.  Upon 
the  first  he  would  not  dwell,  but  with  re- 
gard to  the  second  he  would  say  that  it  was 
in  consequence  of  the  legislation  of  that 
House  that  tbo  water  companies  took  their 
supplies  from  above  Teddington  Lock,  and 
at  present  fire  large  pipes  were  continually 
employed  in  its  abstraction.  Bvery  new 
house  that  was  bnilk,  and  every  new  san- 
itary improvement  in  which  water  was 
employed,  tended  to  increase  that  abstrao- 
tion,  and  to  diminish  the  volume  of  water 
in  the  Thames.  It  had  been  suggested 
by  an  eminent  naturalist  that  compensa- 
tion to  the  Thames  should  be  made  by 
bringing  water  from  Bala  Lako,  in  Wales, 
Whether  such  a  scheme  was  practicable  be 
(Ur.  Selwyn)  did  not  presume  to  say,  but 
in  the  meantime  the  improvements  in  drain- 
age also  tended  to  increase  the  evil  by 
bringing  the  rain  water  into  the  river  all 
at  once,  instead  of  gradually  and  by  per- 
colation through  soils  of  different  degrees  of 
tenacity.  Several  years  ago,owiog  to  a  qaari 
judicial  position  which  he  held  with  respect 
to  the  sports  on  the  Thames,  his  attention 
was  drawn  to  the  matter,  and  he  had  em- 
ployed some  watermen  to  make  observa- 
tions. It  was  found  that  tiiere  had  been 
a  sensible  diminntion  in  the  supply  of 
water,  and  in  proportion  as  the  downward 
flow  diminished  the  upward  flow  increased 
it,  and  the  brackish  water,  which  used  to 
come  up  only  as  high  as  Blackwall,  had 
come  up  to  Wandsworth,  and  even  seaweed 
bad  come  up  as  far  as  London  Bridge. 
Taking  the  difference  in  time  between  high 
water  at  London  Bridge  and  Richmond,  it 
would  be  found  that  there  had  been  an  aU 
teration  of  more  than  one-third.  The  im- 
pure matter  which  was  poured  into  the  river, 
instead  of  bemg  carried  down  to  the  sea  by 
the  downfall  of  the  river,  was  now  held 
in  suspense.  He  was  glad  to  say  that  the 
attention  of  Parliament  bad  at  last  been 
roused.  It  was  only  the  other  day  when 
it  was  proposed  to  take  away  the  waten 
from  the  sources  at  the  Thames  fbr  the 
supply  of  Cheltenham,  that  the  House  re- 
jected the  Bill.  With  regard  to  the  mea- 
sure before  the  House,  the  right  hon. 
Geotleman  (Sir  George  Orey)  had  raised 
many  objections  to  it,  and  he  was  in  hopes 
that  the  GoTcrnment  would  have  something 
to  suggest.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  said 
tbM^erinquiry  ^%^^^^^^e 
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bad  Iteen  m^iring  for  tbs  iut  ten  jeuv. 
Let  mj  penon  go  between  Battersea  and 
TeddingtoD  Loel^  ud  see  the  itate  of  the 
Thames  at  low  water,  and  then  let  him  say 
whether  a  single  Session  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  pass  without  applying  a  remedj. 
Bven  if  thej  were  to  go  on  inquiring  they 
ought  to  do  something  in  the  meantime.  He 
woald  suggest  that  without  creating  new 
Boards  or  arming  them  with  new  powers 
wbioh  might  be  thought  objectionable,  it 
would  be  possible  to  pass  some  measnro— 
affecting  only  the  Thames,  if  that  were 
thought  adriaable — which  would  interfere 
with  no  miiwB  or  manafactures  and  establish 
no  new  system  of  toxaUon,  but  would  give 
powers  to  loeal  bodies  at  present  existing, 
suoh  powers  to  be  ezenriaed  under  the 
direetion  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  A 
measure  of  this  kind  would  obviate  many 
of  the  objeetioDB  which  had  been  raised, 
and  at  the  same  time  would  get  rid  of  a 
great  many  of  the  ertU  which  were  now 
justly  complained  of.  With  regard  to  the 
Thames,  Richmond,  with  which  he  had 
some  connection,  was  one  of  the  great  pol- 
luters of  the  river;  but  he  was  sure  that 
the  local  authorities  there,  if  they  had  the 
necessary  powers,  would  at  once  undertake 
to  remedy  tbe  evil  as  far  as  they  were 
eoocerned.  In  any  scheme,  however,  for 
preveotiog  the  pollution  of  the  river,  pro- 
vision should  be  made  for  scouring  die 
oonsent  of  the  authorities  who  represented 
the  Crown,  whioh  had  extensive  possessions 
00  the  river  banks.  This  eonsent  was 
abstrfatelj  neeessary,  for  if  the  Acts  of 
the  Crown  were  to  be  interposed  many  of 
the  projeeted  improvements  would  become 
inpractieaUe ;  another  essential  provision 
was  to  give  to  local  authorities  the  power 
of  borrowing  money  for  the  object  in 
view.  A  short  Bill  might  be  passed 
enabling  existing  local  bodies  along  tbe 
hanks  of  the  river  to  borrow  money  and 
erect  the  necessary  works  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Government  lospeotor,  and  in 
such  a  manner  as  not  to  mterfere  in  any 
large  scheme  which  might  hereafter  he 
introduced.  It  would  then  be  seen  whether 
the  pollution  of  the  river  hy  sewufe  was 
not  prevented,  and  if  it  were  foand  Inat  the 
local  anthoritiea  neglected  to  take  the 
neeoaaary  steps,  some  more  stringent 
measure  might  be  resorted  to.  The  forms 
iof  the  House,  and  Uie  obstacles  whieh 
independent  Members  always  had  to  en- 
counter, rendered  doubtful  tbe  success  of 
any  attempt  at  {ffivote  legislation;  hut  the 
o^jeet  was  of  pnteing  inqinrtuiea,  and 
Mr.  Mwjfn 


ought  to  be  d«lt  with  by  the  OoverameDt 
wiuiottt  deky. 

Mb.  HIBBEBT  said,  that  though  his 
name  was  on  tbe  Baek  of  the  Bill  he  fully 
admitted  that  its  provisions  were  rather  too 
sweejung.  At  the  same  time,  as  a  Member 
of  the  Committee  of  last  year,  he  could 
not  shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact  that  it  was 
high  time  that  something  should  be  done 
to  put  a  stop  to  river  pollution ;  and  he 
hoped  that  manufacturers  and  persona  con- 
nected with  mines  would  be  willing  to  view 
this  question  calmly  and  dtspessionatel/. 
He  himself  was  oonnected  with  the  maon- 
facturing  districts,  and  he  thought  that  as 
manufacturers  and  miners  they  ought  to 
view  the  question  not  only  as  it  affected 
themselves,  but  as  it  affected  the  health  of 
the  great  populations  who  lived  on  tbe 
banks  of  these  rivers.  Ho  eodd  hear 
witness  to  the  great  objections  that  were 
raised  in  consequence  the  state  of  the 
river  at  Manchester.  Though  he  had  not 
seen  tbe  Medlock  at,  Manchester,  in  the 
state  described  by  Mr.  Rawlioson,  he 
knew  that  the  nuisance  was  very  great  at 
Manchester,  and  as  the  Bridgwater  Canal 
took  its  water  from  the  Medlock,  the  nui- 
sance was  carried  some  miles  farther  into 
the  country.  So  greatly  was  this  felt,  that 
he  had  even  received  oommnnieation  from 
parties  in  Cbeehire,  some  miles  from  Man- 
chester, pressing  him  to  try  and  place 
canals  onder  the  same  restrictions  as  this 
Bill  aonj^t  to  impose  upon  rivers.  It  had 
been  said  that  if  this  BiU  passed  the  mines 
in  many  parts  of  the  eoontry,  partienlarlj 
Wales,  would  be  closed  at  onoe^  but  Mr. 
Ffennell,  in  his  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee, said  it  was  perfectly  feasible  to 
prevent  a  considerable  proportion  of  the 
impurities  which  flowed  from  mines  into 
rivers,  without  interfering  with  Uie  proper 
working  of  mines,  and  he  gave  instances 
in  which,  at  his  suggeetioo,  mine-owners 
had  made  filtering  beds  and  had  carried 
out  plans  with  this  view,  recouping  them- 
selves by  the  value  of  the  refuse  thus 
saved,  while  the  streams  remained  pure 
and  the  fiah  were  no  longer  poisoned. 
This  evidence  showed  that  much  could  be 
done  by  mine-owners  and  manufacturers 
to  mitigate  the  existing  evils.  It  was 
not  to  be  expected  tut  rivers  in  the 
mannfactnring  districts  could  be  as  pnre 
and  as  placid  as  some  streams  new. were 
in  purely  mral  districts.  Where  indos- 
trial  processes  were  largely  carried  on  our 
rivers  must  suffer,  but  there  must  be  some 
Umit  to  this*  and  seme 
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WM  absolutely  necMsary.  If  the  Doble 
Lord  pressed  his  Bill  he  should  support 
the  secood  reading,  with  the  riew  of  re- 
ferring the  measure  to  a  Select  Committee; 
but  be  would  recommend  the  noble  Lord 
not  to  press  the  measure,  and  hariog 
brought  prominently  under  their  notice  the 
oiying  eTtls  which  now  existed,  to  leave 
the  responsibility  of  legUlatioD  with  the 
G-overnment. 

Ma.  ADDBRLBT  sud,  he  did  not  thinh 
that  the  House  had  as  yet  taken  up  that 
subject  with  a  rigour  and  an  earnestness 
proportioned  to  its  importanee.  The  most 
eonelnsive  evidence  bad  been  adduced  to 
show  that  the  pollntioB  of  our  riTers  had 
a  deteriorating  effect  on  the  health  of  our 
population,  that  it  was  renderiog  our  mea- 
dows deleterions  to  cattle,  and  that  it  en- 
tailed no  inconsiderable  loss  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  fish.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Birmingham,  yielding  to 
the  love  of  sport  which  was  common  to  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race,  had  given  due  weight 
to  this  point,  though  he  quite  agreed  with 
him  that  it  must  yield  precedence  to  more 
important  considerations.  The  Prince  Con- 
sort once  expressed  the  opinion  that,  after 
a  few  years,  it  would  be  deemed  incredible 
that  a  practical  nation  like  this  should  have 
allowed  that  which  was  so  essential  for  the 
restoration  of  the  land,  and  which  was  of 
the  utmost  fertilising  value  to  the  soil  to 
pass  down  our  rivers  into  the  sea,  to  be 
eaten  by  sea  birds,  depoMted  by  them  upon 
rocks,  and  fetched  back  as  mannre  at  a 
eoet  of  £10  per  ton.  He  thought  the  noble 
Lord  was  quite  right  in  introducing  this 
question  to  tfae  attention  of  the  House, 
with  a  view  to  legislation  on  the  subject, 
and  he  considered  that  the  noble  Lord  de- 
served the  thanks  of  the  country  for  the 
way  in  which  he  had  grappled  with  a 
subject,  which  excited  great  and  grow- 
ing interest  throughout  the  country.  Some 
persons  had  taken  it  up  with  a  view  of 
obtaining  considerable  pecuniary  advan- 
tage, but  the  noble  Lord  had  not  moved 
in  the  business  from  any  merely  8el6sh 
interest,  but  bad  dealt  with  it  on  public 
grounds  as  affecting  great  interests  of  the 
conntry.  He  had  made  the  question  bis 
own,  and  it  must  have  cost  him  no  Kttle 
time  and  money  to  produee  the  Bill  before 
the  Home.  At  the  same  time  he  (Mr. 
Adderley)  must  9hj  that  when  he  came  to 
view  the  details  of  the  Bill  be  was  inclined 
to  ask  the  noble  Lord  to  allow  this  Bill  to 
be  withdrawn,  resting  contented  with  the 
w^  in  which  be  had  opened  the  subject, 


and  BO  compelled  the  Government  to  intro- 
duce a  measure  which  might  prove  more 
practical.  All  parties  agreed  tliat  something 
must  be  done — first,  for  tfae  utilization  of 
this  great  nattooal  property  which  was  now 
being  wasted,  and  secondly,  for  the  preven- 
tion of  the  pollution  of  streams.  The  only 
existing  Act  on  the  sabject  was  the  Local 
Qovemment  Act,  which  be  had  himsdf 
passed  when  in  office  in  1858,  and  which 
was  imperfect,  as  dealing  with  extensire 
operations  outside  towns,  and  was  only  in 
advance  of  the  Loeal  Health  Act  of  1848. 
What  was  now  wanted  was  an  extension  U 
the  Aot  of  1858.  Powot  should  be  given 
to  all  towns  of  a  eoitMii  magi^de  to  carry 
large  sewage  drains  to  a  distant  outfall. 
The  statute  law  was  ineffootire  against  the 
nuisance,  and  the  only  remedy  in  this  matter 
was  at  common  law.  He  had  himself  ob- 
tained an  injunction  against  the  town  of 
Birmingham  for  polluting  a  stream  in  which 
he  was  interested,  but  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  either  that  individuals  or  even  that 
a  corporation  should  take  upon  themselves 
the  trouble  of  dealing  with  all  such  cases. 
If  they  were  willing  to  do  bo  another  diffi- 
culty arose,  because  a  river  or  stream  was 
in  all  probability  polluted  not  by  one  but 
by  many  towns,  so  that  proeeedings  wonld 
be  neoessary  against  a  nuisance  arising  in 
several  parts  vl  an  extensive  area.  What 
was  wanted  was  a  simple  Bill  empowering 
the  loeal  anthorities  of  towns  situated  upon 
any  river  to  mute  for  preventing  the  pollu- 
tion of  the  river  over  the  whole  distriet  with 
which  they  were  eonnected.  Intbatwaylhe 
extensive  machinery  proposed  by  this  Bill 
would  he  avoided,  together  with  the  cost 
of  working  it,  and  under  the  Board  of 
Health  Act  there  would  bo  in  each  case  a 
local  body  ready  to  hand.  They  had  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Tom  Taylor,  of  Mr.  Raw- 
linson.  and  of  Dr.  Acland,  the  Regius  Pro- 
fessor of  Medicine  at  Oxford,  that  such  an 
immediate  remedy  ought  to  and  could  easily 
be  applied.  He  should  be  glad  to  see  a 
Bill  introduced  by  the  Government,  simple 
in  its  provisions,  and  direct  in  its  operation. 
A  body  would  thus  he  created  the  consti- 
tuents of  which  would  always  be  at  hand, 
and  under  which  action  ooold  be  taken 
without  great  eost.  Every  town  and  Tillage 
had  some  loeal  antbori^  under  the  Bosm 
of  Health  Act,  and  the  tiien  existing  power 
wonld  only  have  to  be  brought  into  oo-ope- 
ration.  He  thought  the  present  Bill  waa 
objectionable  on  acooant  of  the  machinery 
which  it  propmed  to  create  in  places  where 
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and  beeaoRe  it  woald  impose  an  entirely 
nev  kind  of  tuntion,  the  eolleetion  of  whieh 
would  be  moBt  nneqaal  and  nneertun.  He 
eoold  not  ffifo  his  Tote  for  the  second  read- 
ing, though  he  should  be  glad  to  see  another 
Bill  introdoood.  The  odIj  argument  for 
delay  was  that  there  was  not  jret  uDauimouB 
consent  as  to  the  beat  mode  of  utilizing 
sewage.  He  thought,  howerer,  that  if  the 
noble  Lord  accepted  the  offer  made  by  the 
Home  Secretary  to  withdraw  his  first  Bill 
in  order  that  his  second  might  be  adopted, 
he  would,  in  that  second  Bill,  gain  a  great 
step,  and  the  time  deroted  by  him  to  the 
subject  would  not  hare  been  wasted. 

IfB.  LEVESON  60WER  instanced 
the  case  of  certain  institutions  in  the 
town  of  Rugate,  with  which  he  was  con* 
neeted,  heing  greatly  ineonTonieneed  by 
the  poilntion  of  the  rtrer  on  which  they 
were  dependent  for  their  supplies  of  water. 
He,  therefore*  thought  it  was  of  the  nt- 
most  importanee  mt  immediate  steps 
should  be  taken  in  the  way  of  legisla- 
tion npon  this  matter.  From  day  to  day 
this  evil  was  increasing,  injuring  health 
and  seriously  interfering  with  the  rights 
of  property ;  and  if  the  noble  Lord  op- 
posite should  determine  upon  going  to  a 
dirision  he  (Mr.  LoTeson  Gower)  would 
rote  with  him,  alttiongh  he  did  not  agree 
in  all  the  details  of  bis  measure. 

Colonel  EDWARDS  said,  when  he 
saw  the  Bill  upon  the  paper  of  the  House 
he  came  down  with  the  intention  of  sap- 
porting  it.  That  intention  was  much 
strengthened  by  the  Tery  aUe  and  tHo- 

auent  speech  of  the  noble  Lord ;  in- 
eed,  a  more  eloquent  qieeoh  he  (Colonel 
Edwards)  had  not  heara  for  some  time. 
KererthdesB,  from  the  tone  of  the  House, 
it  was  clear  that  if  the  noble  Lord  pro- 
ceeded with  bis  Bill  be  would  have  no 
chance  of  passing  it  in  its  present  state. 
He  would,  therefore,  entreat  of  the  noble 
Lord  to  withdraw  his  first.  Bill,  and  trust 
to  the  pledge  given  by  the  Oovemment 
that  they  would  introdaee  a  measure  on 
the  subject  at  no  distant  period.  On 
coming  down  to  the  House  this  morning 
he  was  under  the  impression  that  this 
Bill  related  solely  to  the  utilization  of 
the  sewage,  but  he  found  that  the  noble 
Lord  asked  for  rery  much  larger  powers 
than  the  House  was  disposed  to  grant. 
This  was  a  matter  that  was  of  great  interest 
to  him  and  his  constituents.  The  suple 
trade  of  Beveriey  prinoipallj  eoosisted  of 
tanneries,  and  were  was  a  great  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  an  ootfoll  for  the  r«- 


fnsfl  of  those  tanneries.  The  only  way 
in  which  it  could  be  obbuned  at  present 
was  by  means  nX  a  canal  baring  eonneo- 
tion  with  the  Hnmber.  The  question  in- 
ToWed  not  only  the  Interests  of  agricultn- 
rists,  but  also  those  of  manufacturers.  It 
was,  bowerer,  stated  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  impose  the  prorisions  of  this 
Bill  upon  the  couotiy,  as  they  would 
hare  the  effect  of  stopping  up  all  the 
mills  of  Yorkshire  and  Lancashire.  Al- 
though rery  favourable  to  any  measure 
that  would  purify  the  nrers  from  their 
present  state  of  pollution  from  the  filth 
discharged  from  the  manufactories  in  these 
counties,  any  legislation  coming  suddenly 
into  operation  might  be  attended  with 
great  inoonrenience  to  the  millowners, 
and,  in  fact,  atop  the  mills  altogether  for 
a  time.  He  confessed  he  could  not  sup- 
port the  Kll  in  its  present  shape. 

CoLOHBL  STKES  said,  it  was  erideat 
that  something  must  be  done  to  remedy 
a  fearful  evil  that  was  accumulating  in 
its  magnitude  every  day.  Were  they  to 
consider  the  health  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion or  the  manufacturing  and  industrial 
interests  of  certain  classes  ?  It  was  only 
the  otiier  day  there  was  a  Bill  before  the 
House  by  which  the  people  of  Cheltenham 
asked  for  power  to  divert  the  source  of  the 
Thames  down  to  them,  because  they  could 
no  longer  obtain  wholesome  water  from 
their  own  river.  As  regarded  the  pre- 
sent measure,  he  had  seen  a  paper  which 
had  been  sent  from  the  mining  districts, 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  if  this  Bill 
passed  it  wonld  hare  the  effiset  of  destroy- 
ing the  mining  interests  of  tfie  country. 
It  would  not  w»  to  allow  this,  as  we  were 

freatly  indebted  to  our  mining  interests, 
ome  of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  however, 
were  extremely  valnable,  and  ought  to  be 
taken  either  by  the  Oovemment  or  some 
private  individual.  He  recommended  the 
noble  Lord  to  accept  the  proposition  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Home  Secre- 
tary ;  but  if  he  should  determine  upon 
dividing;  he  (Colonel  Sykes)  would  divide 
with  liim. 

Mr.  FBRRAND  said,  as  his  name  was 
on  the  back  of  the  Bill  he  wished  to  make 
a  few  remarks.  Like  the  hon.  Member 
for  Oldham  (Mr.  Hibbert)  he  bad  served 
diligently  on  the  Committee  of  last  year, 
and  he  was  certain  that  no  Member  of  it 
could  hear  the  evidence  before  it  without 
being  convinced  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Oovemment  to  take  some  steps  immediatdy 
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that  existed  in  the  pollation  of  oar  rirere. 
He  vaa  not  before  aware  of  tbe  Ter; 
stringent  character  of  some  of  tbe  clauses 
of  tbe  Bill,  and  be  joined  wi^  some  of  the 
hon.  Members  who  bad  reoentlv  spoken  in 
thinking  that  the  noble  Lord  would  act 
wiselj  io  withdrawing  this  Bill,  and  trust 
to  Her  Hajestj's  Oovemment  introducing 
an  effeetive  mMinre,  either  in  this  or  the 
next  Session,  to  remedy  the  evils  com- 
plained ^  He  eoold  assure  the  House 
that  the  manufiftctnring  interests  were  as 
anxious  for  tbe  passing  of  some  such 
measure  as  tbe  agriculturists.  In  bis 
own  neigbboorbood  be  was  surrounded  bj 
maoufaoturers,  all  of  whom  were  desirous 
of  some  stringent  measure  to  stop  tbe  pol- 
lution of  our  rivers.  Amongst  tbe  witnesses 
who  gave  erideuce  on  this  subject  was  a 
gratleman  of  tbe  name  of  Craven,  one  of 
the  printipai  manufacturers  of  Eeigble^, 
who  was  opposed  to  him  (Mr.  Ferrand)  in 
politics.  That  gentleman  meatioDed  a 
euriooi  fact,  that  the  Worth,  tbe  river  of 
the  town,  was  much  polluted  and  interfered 
with  in  its  course  bj  the  quantity  of  ashes 
and  other  refuse  poured  into  it  by  persons 
connected  with  the  local  Board  of  Health. 
The  consequence  was  a  very  offensive 
steneh  in  tbe  town,  particularly  during  tbe 
hot  weather.  Tbe  witness  further  stated 
that  tbe  bed  of  tbe  river  had  risen  four  or 
five  feet  within  tbe  last  four  years,  and  tbe 
medical  men  in  tbe  town  bad  declared  that 
loch  a  practice  was  highly  injurious  to  tbe 
health  of  tbe  inhabitants.  It  was  also 
given  in  evidence  that  a  large  manufacturer 
having  taken  stepa  to  stop  tbe  pollution  of 
this  stream  was  accosted  by  tbe  Chairman 
of  the  local  Board  of  Health,  who,  on  legal 
proooedinge  being  threatened  if  the  nui- 
lanofl  waa  continued,  pitohed  large  tub 
of  ashes  into  the  river,  saying,  **  Ton  may 
now  go  to  law  if  you  like."  Unless  steps 
were  speedily  taken  by  Parliament  to  stop 
the  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  some 
epidemic,  he  felt  certain,  would  break  out 
in  Yorkshire  and  tbe  other  manufacturing 
districts,  which  would  sweep  off  great 
numbers,  sparing  neither  rich  nor  poor  in 
its  devastation.  The  town  of  Leeds  bad 
their  water  from  the  valley  of  the  Wbarfe, 
and,  besides  other  pollutions,  four  church- 
yards drained  into  the  river,  and  tbe 
House  might  judge  what  was  the  effect  of 
that  upon  tbe  health  of  tbe  inhabitants. 
Steps  ought  to  be  taken,  and  that  imme- 
diately, for  patting  •  atop  to  the  drainage 
of  ehnrebyar^  into  rivers.  Sewage  was 
very  valuable  for  agricultural  purposes. 
VOL.  CLXXTII.   [thud  sBUxa.] 


Two  large  villages  in  bis  neighbourhood 
bad  uaed  it  to  great  advantage,  and  he 
could  assure  the  House  there  was  not  the 
slightest  smell  from  it  in  the  hottest 
weatber.  Pormerly  wool-combers  carefully 
preserved  the  soapands,  instead  of  allowing 
them  to  run  to  waste  into  atreams.  A 
drain  was  made,  which  eonvOTed  the  soap- 
suds to  the  mannre  heap,  and  they  were  in 
that  way  used  for  agneoltoral  purposes. 
But  of  late  years  a  different  system  had 
prevailed,  fnie  manufacturers  had  dis- 
covered the  means  of  extracting  the 
soapsuds  by  means  of  vitriol,  and  tbe  con- 
sequence was  that  they  were  collected  in 
large  pits  or  ponds,  and  they  became  so 
putrid  that  when  the  process  of  extraction 
was  going  on  the  stench  was  so  horrible 
that  it  was  frequentiy  smelt  a  mile  off. 
Tbe  same  practice  was  being  adopted  in 
towns,  and  it  was  high  time  that  some 
means  should  be  taken  of  putting  an  end 
to  tbe  practice.  In  many  of  tbe  streama 
fish  could  not  live,  and  the  cattie  would  not 
drink  the  water.  The  water  which  waa 
tbe  soaree  of  the  river  which  supplied  the 
town  of  Leeds  had  lately  been  conveyed  to 
the  town  of  Bradford,  a  distance  of  thirty- 
two  miles,  to  provide  tbe  inhabitants  with 
pure  water,  the  river  which  ought  to  supply 
tbe  latter  town  being  polluted  by  the  manu- 
faotorers.  He  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord 
that  it  was  high  time  that  steps  should  be 
taken  to  stop  tbe  pollution  of  rivers  and 
streams,  to  order  to  prevent  serious  con- 
sequences ariung  prejttdieiidly  to  the  health 
of  the  people. 

Mk.  LOCEE  expressed  his  thanks  to 
the  noble  Lord  for  bringing  in  the  Bill. 
It  was  obvious  that  but  iw  this  Bill  the 
House  would  have  heard  nothing  of  a  Go- 
vernment Bill.  During  dw  last  Sessioo 
the  Government  did  make  a  small  attempt 
in  the  right  direction,  and  that  was  with 
regard  to  the  River  Thames.  He  was  on 
tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Thames  Conservancy 
BiU ;  and  into  that  Bill  was  introduced  a 
clause  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  enact 
that  for  the  future  no  increased  quantity 
of  sewage  should  be  emptied  into  tbe 
Thames.  On  that  occasion  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Surrey  proposed  an  Amend- 
ment, excepting  Kingston -upon- Thames 
from  tbe  operation  of  that  clause.  He 
(Mr.  Locke]  entered  the  House  just  as  the 
Amendmeat  was  about  to  be  carried,  be- 
cause hon.  Ueubers  did  not  seem  to  be 
aware  of  the  obnoxtona  nature  of  the  ex- 
ception. He  Imposed  it ;  and  tbe  House, 
tohing  his  view  of  the  questio^raeoted 
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it.  But  the  BUI  went  to  '*anotlier  place  ;*' 
■ad  there  it  ffu  foodd  oat  that,  eciiordmg 
to  some  rales,  or  reguletions,  or  etandiDg 
ordert,  the  eUnse  wiS  one  that  ooght  not 
to  past,  but  that  it  ahobld  be  embodied 
in  some  measure  fok*  general  legislation. 
Parliament  has  banctioned  the  elpehditnre 
of  £4,000,000  of  mooej  to  purifj  the 
Thames  from  Loodon  sewage,  but  did  not 
object  to  all  the  sewace  of  towns  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  river  Wng  emptied  into 
the  stream  frith  impunltj.  If  the  olanse 
to  which  he  had  alluded  had  been  passed 
anj  inerease  of  the  filth  emptied  into  the 
Thames  would  hare  been  prerented.  The 
Goremment  did  not  inttoduce  the  measure 
for  general  legisUtioH,  inte  which  it  was 
proposed  to  introduce  the  elaose.  But 
the  ThAmes  Consetraiioj  mored  in  the 
Gonrt  of  Chancery  for  an  injanetion  againsl 
the  local  Board  of  Health  of  Kingston  to 
prevent  their  carrying  out  those  «orkS|  and 
emptying  their  sewage  into  the  Thames. 
Wh&t  was  the  result  he  did  not  know,  for 
the  case  was  to  hate  been  argued  in 
Michaelmas  Term,  and  he  did  not  know 
whether  the  argument  bad  come  off.  The 
right  hon.  Member  for  North  Staffordshire 
suggested  that  greater  power  should  be 
given  to  local  Boards  of  Health  ;  but  boy 
provision  for  that  purpose  would  only  be 
a  perfect  mockery,  unless  accompafaied  by 
another  provision  compelling  them  to  use 
the  power.  Muoh  bod  been  said  by  the 
manu&ctarers  of  the  north  as  to  their 
beiuE  rdned  by  Aeta  of  Farliament.  He 
woi^  say  a  little  on  that  point.  The 
tnannfiMstorers  in  the  noHh  had  nrevented 
a  Smoke  Bill  beibg  passed  for  the  north, 
though  they  were  wHIing  enoogh  to  have  the 
eiperimeot  tried  tn  corpore  vili,  namely, 
in  the  metropolis.  And  certainly  in  their 
own  districts  they  were  smoked  to  their 
heart's  content.  He  would  take  Wake- 
field, a  town  notorious  enough  in  every 
respect.  There  was  a  question  lately  as 
to  whether  the  assises  should  be  held  at 
Wakefield  or  Leeds.  From  what  be  hod 
heard  to-day  it  did  not  appear  that  there 
was  much  to  choose  between  them  in  point 
of  salubrity.  So  smoky  was  the  atmo- 
sphere that  two  or  three  miles  from  the 
town  a  peaeh  became  a  speckled  peacb, 
and  a  blade  of  nasa  polluted  the  hand  that 
pnlled  it.  And  sndi  a  suto  of  things  was 
to  he  submitted  to  in  order  that  the  menu- 
fiicturers  of  the  north  might  not  be  ruined. 
Had  the  metropolitan  manufacturers  been 
mined  ?  Had  they  not  rather  profited  by 
baTing  been  eomjlelled  to  eounma  Ifaeir 


own  Smoke  ?  No  doubt  there  might  bo 
some  indonTonienee  at  first,  but  HoUnt 
eofou  they  were  obliged  to  sobmit  to  it. 
The  metropolis  always  appeared  to  be  the 
place  selected  for  experiments  boAuse,  he 
supposed,  the  influence  of  its  example  waa 
irresistible.  Of  tlie  inconvenience  arising 
from  the  liquid  i>ortion  of  the  refuse  of 
manufttctories  no  one  who  had  spent  any 
time  in  the  north  of  England  could  doubt. 
Now,  the  manufacturers  in  the  north  state 
that  they  would  be  mined  if  they  were 
prevented  polluting  the  running  watoa 
throughout  the  country.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Birmingham  (Mr.  Bright),  who  repre- 
sented a  very  smoky  ancT  a  very  water- 
polluting  place,  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Newcastle-nnder-Lyne  (Mr.  Jaokson),  said 
that  if  thib  Bill  passed  it  would  be  rain  to 
a  class — a  class  that  was  the  baekbono 
and  sinew  of  the  nation.  The  hononrabla 
Member  behind  him  (Mh  Hibbert)  had 
shown  that  a  BUI  going  in  the  same  direc- 
tion would  have  the  same  effect  on  mana- 
fiiclarera  in  the  north  that  the  Smoke  Act 
had  had  in  the  metropolis,  namely,  that  they 
would  be  gainers  by  it.  This  Bill,  how- 
ever, would  not  be  likely  to  pass,  as  every- 
body objected  to  it.  The  arguments  against 
it  hod  not  convinced  him.  If  it  did  pass, 
the  noble  Lord  would  etrtifer  on  a  vast 
nnmber  of  maoufaeturers  a  benefit  in  spite 
of  themselves.  He  sineerely  hoped  that, 
if  the  Bill  did  not  go  to  a  Committee,  the 
Government  would  give  thtir  hnmediate 
attention  to  the  question.  As  fw  as  the 
Thames  was  oeneerned,  he  emphatieany 
called  upon  them  to  legidate  this  Session 
in  the  direction  in  which  they  had  at- 
tempted to  legislate  last  Session  in  the  Bill 
for  the  Themes  Conservancy,  and,  at  all 
events,  to  free  the  largest  river  in  this 
country  from  that  potlottoa  to  which  it  had 
so  long  been  subjected. 

Mb.  W.  E.  FORSTER  acknowledged 
that  the  noble  Lord  who  brought  in  the 
Bill  had  shown  by  his  eloquent  speech 
that  he  had  completely  mastered  the  sub- 
ject, and  had  exhibited  to  riew  a  great  evil, 
of  which  they  were  all  perhaps  aware  pre- 
viously, hat  not  so  well  aware.  The  noble 
Lord  came  forward  with  a  Bill,  the  main 

Srovtaion  of  which  had  for  its  parnose  to 
ivide  Bngland  into  several  new  mstriels 
and  boards,  ud  that  provision  was  not  ap* 
proved  by  any  one  except  the  noble  Lord 
himself.  It  was  disapproved  even  by  the 
bon.  Member  for  Oldham  (Mr.  Hibbert), 
and  the  htm.  Member  for  I)evonport  (Mr. 
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BUI.  It  might  be  said  that  the  Doble  Lord 
should  hftfe  broaght  forward  a  better  Bill, 
bnt  he  did  not  hlame  the  noble  Lord  on 
that  acoounf ,  but  the  diflScalty  of  the  sub- 
ject. It  could  only  properly  be  dealt  with 
by  the  GoTemment.  The  evil  arose  from 
two  causes — the  vast  increase  of  the  popu- 
lation and  the  throwing  of  maoufaotunng 
refuse  into  the  streams.  The  noble  hotd, 
he  thought,  woidd  admit  that  the  first  was 
the  larger  souree  of  the  eril.  Bnt  the 
eTils  which  the  noble  Lord  had  described 
as  arising  from  the  intormixtnre  <rf  sewage 
and  the  refuse  of  manufactories  witli 
rirers  might  be  made  worse  by  hasty 
legislation.  Did  not,  for  instance,  the 
worst,  probably,  of  the  evils  now  com- 
plained of  result  from  hasty  legislation  in 
the  prohibition  of  the  use  of  cesspools  ? 
He  was  as  anxioas  as  any  one  for  the 
adoption  of  every  means  fbr  prerenting 
smoke  in  towns  and  the  pollution  of  streams 
that  could  be  adopted  without  putting  a 
stop  to  the  industry  of  the  districts,  and 
no  doubt  much  could  he  done.  The  hon. 
Hember  who  last  spoke  compared  manu- 
facturing towns  with  Limdon,  forgetting 
the  great  diffisreDm  in  the  nature  and  price 
<tf  mal  used  in  the  res^eotire  pUces.  the 
coal  in  the  manofaotnnng  districts  being 
more  smoky  and  cheaper.  It  was  all  a 
question  of  money,  of  how  much  cost  could 
be  imposed  on  tnides  injarious  to  the  beauty 
and  health  of  tbe  country  without  stopping 
them.  Perhaps  the  present  dtscusston 
might  enlighten  them  as  to  the  principles 
on  which  some  measure  on  this  subject 
must  be  framed  in  future,  for  he  acknow- 
ledged that  matters  could  not  be  allowed 
to  go  on  as  before,  but  that  they  had  come 
to  a  point  when  something  mnst  be  done. 
The  debate  on  tbe  present  occasion  had 
not  been  carried  on  as  a  dispute  between 
anglers  and  the  mann&etnrers,  bnt  aa  a 
disottssion  in  reference  to  the  health  of 
towns,  and  upon  that  principle  he  thought 
they  might,  having  due  regard  to  vested 
interests,  lay  dowu  this  rule  —  that  the 
evils  referred  to  ought  to  be  removed  when 
they  could  be  prevented  by  manufacturers 
at  such  a  reasonable  cost  as  would  not  put 
it  out  of  their  power  to  compete  with 
foreign  countries  and  would  not  stop  their 
trade.  If  the  House  went  further  than 
that,  it  might  stop  tbe  trade  of  the  country 
by  restrictions.  The  people  in  the  northern 
manohctaring  towns  might  he  nncomfort- 
able,  bnt  it  should  be  recollected  that  were 
it  Bot  for  manalsetnrei  there  would  be  no 
peo^  then  at  ftU.  If  it  were  not  fbr  the 


smoke  of  Leeds  and  Bradford  the  present 
population  of  those  places  would  not  be  in 
existedce.  If  they  gave  the  local  Boards 
of  Health  snoh  powers  as  would  enable 
them  to  act  as  private  indiriduals  could, 
and  compelling  them  In  certain  cases  to 
act,  he  thought  that  would  be  sufficient. 
At  all  events  that  was  the  direction  in 
which  they  ought  to  act,  and  to  look  for  a 
remedy.  As  to  the  mode  of  carrying  out 
that  principle  he  did  not  think  that  in  a 
discussion  liko  the  present  they  eould  point 
to  more  than  general  prorisions.  It  was 
useless  to  attempt  to  divide  the  country 
into  new  districts.  The  old  districts  must 
b?  taken,  and  more  power  might  be  givou 
to  the  present  local  Boards  and  town  coun- 
cils, if  they  had  not  sufficient  already.  He 
thought  that  would  be  quite  sufficient  for 
the  purpose.  He  believed  the  result  of  the 
discussion  would  be  that  the  Government 
would  feel  that  that  matter  could  not  re- 
main as  it  was,  bat  must  be  taken  up  by 
them. 

Ma.  LIDDELL  was  afraid  that  if  the 
Bill  were  absolutely  rejected  the  erronMoa 
impression  would  be  created  that-the  House 
was  appalled  by  the  extent  of  tiie  diffienl- 
tiea  and  tbe  magnitude  of  tbe  cost  incident 
to  the  carrying  out  of  the  object  of  the 
measure,  and  was  unable  to  grapple  with 
the  question.  He  (Mr.  Liddell)  ^nite  ap- 
preciated tbe  magnitude  of  the  difficulties 
by  which  the  subject  was  surrounded,  and 
admitted  that  the  measure  contained  a  gi- 
gantic scheme  of  local  taxation  to  the  ez^nt 
of  which  sufficient  importance  had  not  been 
attached.  Hewas  quite  alive  to  theobjections 
taken  to  the  construction  of  districts,  and 
to,  the  difficulty  of  managing  large  districts 
by  elected  Boards,  for  that  had  been  clearir 
shown  under  the  Highway  Act.  Formid- 
able as  those  difficmties  no  doubt  were> 
he  believed  they  might  be  overcome  with 
perseveranee ;  and  he  would,  therefore, 
urge  his  noble  Friend  not  now  to  press  bis 
Motion  to  a  division,  but  to  continue  his 
praiseworthy  efforts  in  tbe  direction  he  had 
taken,  and  follow  them  up  by  forther  in- 
quiries. True,  they  had  a  vast  amount  of 
evidence  before  them  as  to  the  pollution 
of  rivers,  hut  it  was  chiefly  confined  to  the 
subject  of  sewage  and  its  utilisation,  and 
be  doubted  whether  they  oonld  settle  the 
great  question  of  the  purification  of  rivers 
with  the  evidence  they  possessed.  Great 
advantage  would  arise  from  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  on  that  subject. 
Some  of  our  rivers  were  polluted  at  th«r 
Very  sources  by  deMffi«ii^«eiiieUd^ud 

axa 


ICOlOCOirSl         M09Uim  BiU,  1863 


1861  JSim  Wkitn 

bjr  th«  i^itom  of  artifloial  land  draioa^ 
wfaieh  had  been  going  on  mth  ludi  boo- 
cess  and  benefit  to  tbe  coantry  at  large  for 
many  years  die  natorat  Bonrees  of  ear 
veils  had  been  diminished  and  destroyed. 
In  his  ovn  connty  there  were  large  dis- 
tricts which  by  the  system  of  mining,  and 
by  artificial  land  drainage,  were  now  de- 
prived of  their  water.    He  lived  ia  the 
Tieinity  of  a  town  which  had  spent  large 
sums  of  money  in  bringing  water  from  a 
distance,  and  whose  supply  was  inadequate 
with  a  rirer  flowing  through  it.  They 
might  talk  of  the  pecuniary  interests  at 
■tue  in  this  question,  but  snrely  Uiese 
wen  not  to  be  wetted  in  die  scale 
agunst  the  sanitary  oonsideratiooB  it  in- 
volved.  The  question  of  water  supply  had 
been  pressing  itself  strongly  upon  their  at- 
tention lately,  and  it  was  necessary  that  the 
water  of  oar  rivers  sbonld  be  freed  firom  pol- 
lution, in  order  that  it  might  he  rendered 
useful  to  the  population  located  on  their 
banks.    Riven  were  never  intended  to  be 
sewers,  and  health  ought  not  to  be  second- 
ary to  utility.    The  health  of  man  ought 
not  to  be.made  subservieDt  to  the  oopidity 
of  man,  and  therefore  be  held  that  the 
first  object  of  Uie  Government  should  be 
to  preserve  for  the  people  an  adeqaato 
■npply  of  aneh  a  necessary  element  as  pure 
water.   He  was  not  disposed  to  blame  the 
Qovemment  for  not  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject before  beeauM  the  aiffionlties  were 
great,  bat  he  thought  the  time  was  now 
eome  when  Bomething  most  be  done.  A 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Henley)  said 
tbe  other  night  he  thanked  God  there  was 
no  tax  npon  water ;  but  tbey  could  not 
impose  a  heavier  tax  on  the  people  than 
by  poisoning  that  which  was  essential 
to  their  existence.    With  regard  to  tbe 
evil  of  smoke,  there  were  two  kinds  of 
smoke  —  wholesome  and  unwholesome — 
and  efforts  had  been  made,  even  by  the 
mannfaetnrers  themselves,  to  relieve  the 
people  from  the  latter.    The  manufac- 
turers were  beginning  to  find  out  that  by 
bettor  proeeBses  for  consuming  fuel  a  pub- 
lie  nuisanee  was  prevented  and  a  saving  to 
themsdves  effiscted.   He  eould  not  join 
his  noble  Friend  in  his  rather  hard  attack 
on  the  Government  for  not  dmling  with 
the  subject  of  his  Bill.    Not  one,  but  ^1 
Qovemmeoto  had  hitherto  been  deterred 
by  its  difficulties,  and  advantage  might, 
moreover,  be  nined  by  not  dealing  with  it 
too  rapidly.    The  intoresto  involved  were 
so  gigantic  that  it  was  onlj  with  the 
greatest  caution  they  BhonU  Tenture  in 


the  denred  direetira.  In  tbe  mining  dis- 
trict* which  be  represented,  die  pro- 
prietors, he  beUeved,  to  a  large  extent 
would  be  disposed  to  assist  every  reason- 
able effort  made  for  that  object.  With 
respect  to  what  had  been  said  about  fish- 
ing,  there  was  no  more  correct  barameter 
of  tbe  condition  of  a  river  than  fish  ;  and 
if  a  fish  was  unable  to  live  in  a  river,  thej 
might  depend  upon  it  the  water  must  bo 
deleterious  to  man.  In  eonclnsion,  he 
hoped  tbe  Hover  of  the  Amendment  (Ur. 
Jackson)  would  not  press  it  to  a  division, 
as  by  that  eonrse  he  would  not  gun  bin 
own  object  and  would  ereato  a  nlse  im- 
preeuon  oat  of  doon. 

Sm  FRANCIS  GOLBSHID  admitted 
the  existence  of  the  evil  ^[aiust  which  the 
Bill  was  dneeted,  but  thought  that  in  de- 
scribing it  the  noble  Lord  had  s<Hnewhat 
ovoTHiMoured  the  picture.  While  believing 
that  the  evil  was  capable  of  remedy,  he 
was  yet  convinced  that  a  remedy  was  not 
even  approached  by  that  measure.  It  waa 
wrong  in  principle,  because  it  superseded 
and  ignored  almost  everpr  right  of  property 
for  the  purpose  of  purifying  rivers ;  and 
with  the  enormous  powers  proposed  to  be 
given  to  the  new  Boards,  those  bodies 
would  better  deserve  the  name  of  oppress- 
ing than  that  of  "protecting  Boards.** 
By  the  35th  clause  they  would  bo  enabled 
to  divert  the  course  <rf  atreams  and  arbi- 
trarily to  alter  the  aapeet  of  the  property 
on  their  banka;  while  under  the  38th 
eUnse — withoat  the  consent  of  landown- 
ers— they  might  enter  lands  and  deposit 
refuse  of  any  kind  to  lie  on  the  bMiks, 
so  as  to  create  nuisances  when  their  pro- 
per function  should  be  to  remove  them. 
Thus  the  banks  of  rivers  might  be  ren- 
dered even  less  iuhabitable  than  the  worst 
parts  were  now.  Instead  of  having  Boards 
wandering  all  over  the  country  armed  with 
powers  infinitely  more  stringent  than  those 
given  to  railway  oompanies,  and  invading 
tbe  land  of  every  one  who  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  have  a  stream  flowing  throngh  it, 
the  true  remedy  would  be  to  enforce  and 
perhaps  in  some  instances  to  improve  and 
enlarge  the  existing  legal  rights,  tbe  ex- 
ercise of  which  might  tend  to  the  greeter 
pnrificatton  of  rivers.   

Sib  GEORGK  BOWTER  said,  that  if 
the  present  attempt  at  legislation  was  not 
successful  ita  failure  would  be  due,  not  to 
any  lack  of  industry  or  ability  on  the  part 
of  the  noble  Lord — who  was  eotitied  to 
the  thanks  of  the  country  for  haviu;  wo- 
poied  ioinediing-n^3,^@^^^t 
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dtfficoltj  of  the  aobjeot.  Thej  constantly 
heard  of  inquiries  and  iDreitigationo  before 
CommissioDB  and  Select  Committees*  but 
what  did  thej  generallj  produce  except 
immense  BIne-booliB,  which  nobodj  read  ? 
Bat  now  tber  had  a  Bill  before  them, 
whieh  had  at  least  produced  a  rerj  impor- 
tant and  Tsluable  praetieal  disenasion.  The 
powers  giren  by  the  neuure  were,  no 
aonbti  Terr  extensiTe  and  perhaps  greater 
than  the  House  shoold  assent  to,  and  it 
might  be  that  the  noble  Lord  would  do 
well  to  withdraw  the  Bill,  leaving  the  mat- 
ter for  future  oonsideration.  But  one  of 
the  greatest  difficulties  of  the  question  was 
thatf  while  ererybody  acknowledged  the 
OTil,  nobody,  whether  miner,  manufacturer, 
or  snj  one  else,  chose  to  be  interfered  with 
in  the  attempt  to  remedy  it.  The  boo. 
Member  for  BirmiDgham  ^Mr.  Bright) 
•Ten  went  as  far  as  to  maintain  that  a 
riTer  must  he  allowed  to  become  as  bUek 
as  ink,  exhaling  a  pestilential  smell,  be- 
oanse  any  euro  for  that  state  of  things 
would  inconrenience  the  manufacturer.  A 
remedy  might  surely  be  hit  upon  which 
wonld  not  interfne  with  the  manafactofor 
more  than  ought  to  b«  done.  The  bon. 
Member  for  Birmingham  was  rather  hard 
npon  the  fishing  element,  and  seemed  to 
think  that  was  a  qoestion  between  the 
fisherman  and  the  manufaeturer.  He  was 
told  that  thathon,  Qentleman  had  attempted 
to  catch  a  salmon,  but  had  tumbled  into 
the  water,  and  instead  of  his  catching 
the  salmon  the  salmon  was  rery  nearly 
oalehing  him.  Whether  that  had  had  any 
inflaence  in  makinj^  the  hon.  Member  take 
an  unfaTOurable  view  of  the  interesU  of 
fisherman  and  fish,  he  did  not  know ;  but 
that  was  a  great  qneation  not  merely  i^eet- 
ing  the  produotiTonesa  of  rirers  in  fish — 
a  Tory  important  point— 4nit  effseting  the 
health  of  the  people.  Onr  riTers  ought  to 
be  protected  fmn  beeoming  no  longer  an 
ornament  and  a  source  of  wealth  and  com- 
fort to  the  country,  but  a  nuisance.  The 
subject  might,  he  thought,  be  dealt  with 
in  a  more  manageable  form.  The  remedy 
that  suggested  itself  to  him  need  not  be 
attended  with  any  oonsiderable  delay.  A 
Bill  might  be  passed  forbidding  the  go- 
verning bodies  of  all  towns  upon  navigable 
rivers,  or  on  certain  rivers  mentioned  in 
the  Bill — ^which  would  naturally  be  those 
that  were  poblio  and  most  important— 
from  emptying  their  sewage  into  those 
rivers.  That  eonld  not  be  objected  to, 
beeaaie  It  was  a  prohilutim  of  the  omoiihhi 
lav  of  the  had,  for  be  appiobended  it 


was  at  common  law  a  nuisance  to  empty 
any  filth  or  refuse  into  a  public  river.  But 
the  Attorney  General  ought  also  to  have 
power,  and  it  ought  to  be  his  duty,  to  pro- 
ceed against  the  corporate  bodies  of  these 
towns  for  committing  that  nuisance  ;  and 
the  Bill  should  take  effbct,  not  immediately, 
of  conrsa,  hot  from  a  certain  date.  Thoae 
corporate  bodies  would  then  bo  obliged  to 
look  about  for  some  other  means  of  dispoa* 
ing  of  their  sewsge — a  thing  of  no  great 
difficulty,  since  sewage  was  valuable^-and 
would  put  themselves  into  immediate  com- 
munication with  the  neighbouring  land- 
lords in  order  to  have  it  used  for  agricul- 
tural purposes.  That  would  not  do  away 
with  all  the  evils  agMnst  which  the  noble 
Lord's  Bill  waa  aimed,  bot  it  wonld  be  a 
step  towards  it.  He  should  he  sorry  to  see 
that  great  qoestion  delayed  in  all  its  parta 
by  further  ini^uiries.  They  now  knew  about 
as  much  of  it  as  they  ever  would  know. 
Indeed,  the  difficulty  was  that  they  knew 
too  much  ;  and  if  they  waited  for  more  of 
those  ponderous  Blue-books,  which  no  man 
looked  into,  they  would  find  themselves 
precisely  where  they  were.  He  thwefore 
wished  to  impress  on  the  Government  the 
necessity  of  taking  some  practical  action 
for  remedying  even  a  portion  of  the  exist- 
ing evils  ;  and  he  agreed  with  the  hoii. 
and  learned  Member  for  the  University 
of  Cambridge  (Mr.  Selwyn)  that  the 
Thamea— our  principal  river—deserved  the 
special  attention  of  Parliament  and  should 
Iw  selected  first,  not  on  the  principle 
'*  Ei^perimenimn  jUA  in  eorpore  vtli,**  but 
because  it  was  the  most  important  case  in 
which  the  experiment  could  be  tried.  The 
state  of  the  Thames  required  an  immediate 
remedy,  and  he  trusted  that  the  Home 
Secretary  would  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that 
purpose.  By  taking  that  eomwe,  ud  also 
introducing  another  Bill  to  enforce  the 
principles  <tf  the  emnmon  law,  the  Oovem- 
meot  would  entitle  themselves  to  the  grati- 
tude of  the  country ;  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  have  an  assurance  from  them 
on  thoae  pointa  before  the  discussion  closed. 

Mb.  ATRTON  bad  read  the  Beport  of 
the  Committee  which  sat  two  years  ago 
on  the  subject  of  town  sewage,  and  tmsted 
it  would  not  be  concluded  that  if  it  rejected 
that  Bill  the  House  did  not  intend  to  do 
anything  in  that  matter.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  do  all  it  could  do  under  pre- 
sent circumstances,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  proeeeding  safely  if  it  adopted  the  eourae 
proposed  by  the  Home  Seeretanr.  The 
Oommitteeeame  tothi^Mwd^HOiOiagbe 
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real  difBeoItj  in  dealing  with  the  sewage  of 
towns  was  this : — That  the  local  anthori- 
tiei  had  all  the  power  to  carry  on  their 
internal  arrangements  and  to  delirer  the 
sewage  to  an  ontfall,  but  that  when  it 
got  to  that  outfall  their  powers  ended, 
and  conseqaently  they  endeaTonred  to  get 
rid  of  it  by  discharging  it  into  the  rirer; 
that  when  they  tried  to  dispose  of  it  else- 
where they  found  themselres  in  the  pre- 
sence of  landowners  who  were  not  bound  to 
take  it,  and  who  were  inclined  to  think  that 
if  they  did  take  it  they  would  he  confer- 
ring a  boon  on  the  loed  anthoriiiea  rather 
than  seenring  something  Taloable  for  them- 
■drett  for  which  they  oqght  to  pay.  The 
first  step,  therefore,  towards  progress  in 
this  matter  was  to  aflbrd  towns  some  means 
or  other  of  applying  their  sewage  to  the 
lands  adjoining,  with  the  coDCurrence  of 
thft.  landowner,  if  he  woold  agree  to  it; 
bnt  if  he  would  not  agree,  then  in  spite  of 
his  oppositioD.  He  hoped  the  noble  Lord 
would  withdraw  this  Bill,  and  allow  the 
Bouse  to  proceed  with  his  other  measure, 
which  was  of  a  really  practical  character,  on 
that  subject.  The  effect  of  the  present  Bill 
would  be  that  occnpiers  of  jnroperty  would 
be  at  liberty  to  incur  any  amount  of 
charge  which  they  pleased,  and  the  owner, 
who  wonld  hare  no  Totoe  in  the  matter, 
would  have  to  pay.  Ho  trusted  the 
House  wonld  not  entertain  sueh  views  hy 
even  reading  the  Bill  the  seeoiul  time, 
hut  would  proceed  to  the  accomplishment 
of  objects  connected  with  the  health  of 
towns  and  the  applieatiwa  of  sewage  to 
agricultural  puiposea  hy  passing  to  the 
seoood  Bill  the  noble  Lord  on  those 
subjects. 

Sir  FITZBOT  KBLLT  considered  that 
they  were  deeply  indebted  to  his  noble 
Friend  for  having  submitted  this  Bill  to 
the  House,  and  thus  bringing  under  the 
eonsideratioo  of  the  oonntry  one  of  the 
most  important  meaanrea  which  had  been 
before  Uiem  for  very  many  years.   It  ap< 

Cwred  there  were  now  large  quantities  of 
nd  antirdy  onprodoetiTe,  which  wonld  be 
rendered  fertile  by  sewage  being  used 
upon  them.  If  this  was  established,  upon 
this  ground  alone  a  ease  had  been  made 
out.  But  if  to  this  there  were  superadded 
the  fact  that  they  would  purify  the  rirers 
of  the  country,  and  that  a  large  sum,  esti- 
mated at  many  milliooB,  could  be  realised, 
the  importance  of  something  being  done 
eonld  not  be  exaggerated.  He  concurred 
ia  reeommending  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Bill  for  the  present,  and  for  hia  noble 


Friend  to  content  himself  with  rabndtting 
to  the  House  the  next  Bill  of  vhich  he  had 
given  notice.  If  that  Bill  were  followed  by 
a  Select  Committee  he  hoped  that  the  ques- 
tion would  he  adraooed  as  far  as  possible 
towards  a  settlement  in  the  present  Ses- 
sion. If  the  noble  Lord  were  supported, 
as  he  could  not  doubt  that  he  woold  he, 
by  ihe  Govemmeot  and  the  House  in  his 
further  efforts,  a  reasonable  hope  might  be 
eotertsined  that  within  some  two  or  three 
years  at  most  they  would  have  in  operation 
a  series  of  measures  for  the  porifieation  of 
their  rivers,  the  ntiliiation  of  their  sewage, 
and  the  eultivation  of  vast  quantitiea  of 
land  now  lying  entirely  waste. 

Ur.  HENLBT  tendered  his  thanhs  to 
the  noble  I«ord  for  bringing  the  question 
forward,  and  for  the  time,  pains,  eare,  and 
ability  which  he  had  bestowed  upon  the 
subject ;  and  he  did  this  with  the  more 
pleasure  because  be  believed  that  he  had 
been  instrumental  in  inducing  the  noble 
Lord  to  go  deeply  into  the  matter  by  getting 
the  ^ouse  to  pass  an  lostmction  to  the 
noble  Lord's  Committee  directing  it  to  in< 
quire  into  the  pollution  of  streams.  He 
thought  they  were  indebted  to  Uie  noble 
Lord  for  the  courage  bo  hod  displayed  in 
laying  a  Bill  npon  the  table  of  that  House 
so  as  to  get  a  good  disoussinn  upon  It.  by 
which  not  only  the  pulse  of  the  House  but 
the  pulse  of  the  eountry  might  be  felt. 
They  bad  to  aek  themselveB,  iu  the  first 
place — Is  it  necessary  to  do  anjthing  9 
The  discnuion  showed  that  the  universal 
opinion  was  that  there  was  a  neeessity 
to  act.  The  next  and  most  important 
question  was — Is  this  to  be  dooe  by  com- 
pulsory legislation  or  by  enabliug  le- 
gislation ?  That  the  Qovemment  would 
have  to  decide.  He  did  not  join  in  throw- 
ing blame  upon  the  Gorernment.  He 
considered  the  subject  a  vast  and  difficult 
one,  and  he  did  not  think  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dundalk  (Sir  George  Bowyer) 
that  inqmry  was  oxhansted  upon  it.  An- 
other  very  important  matter  before  tho 
House  would  throw  great  light  on  thja 
question — the  fact  that  the  sewage  of  tho 
metropolis  was,  he  might  almost  say,  being 
fought  for  ;  and  in  the  discussion  thus  pro- 
voked they  might  expect  much  fresh  in- 
formation. It  was  plain  that  tho  noble 
Lord,  who  bad  paid  more  attention  to  the 
question  than  any  one,  did  not  think  it  ex- 
hausted, because  he  had  given  notice  to 
move  the  renewal  of  inquiry  this  year. 
The  aewago  of  the  metrenolis  was  now 
being,  iq  a  ini|if^  b^WDGfgJc  Ita 
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Tftlne  had  been  estimated  bj  one  body  at 
something  like  d&l,500,000  annnally,  and 
by  another  at  »  comparatirelj  Ibv  thon- 
sands  ;  and  after  the  disenssion  which  the 
matter  anderwent  at  the  hands  of  those 
bodies  some  sparks  of  light  might  be  strnck 
out  in  the  Committee  which  would  make  the 
whole  qnestion  clearer.  If  it  should  turn 
OQt  that  there  was  a  money  valoe  in  this 
article*  then  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Tower  Hamlets  (Ur.  Ayrton)  need  be 
under  no  apprehension  upon  that  point, 
becanse  if  Uiere  were  a  money  valoe  to 
sell  there  was  also  a  money  valoe  to  buy. 
Not  many  years  ago  it  was  the  opinion  of 
ehemists  geoerally  that  everything  put  into 
the  land  for  the  purpose  of  enriching  it 
ahoold  be  in  the  shape  of  solids.  The  de- 
odoriaation  system  was  consequently  tried 
upon  the  sewagOt  hut  the  reudnom  turned 
oat  to  be  ntteriy  worUilesa  for  agrienltural 
purposes.  It  was  now  fonod  out  that 
sewage  was  just  as  valuable  in  a  liquid 
state  as  in  any  other,  and  that  the  earth 
took  the  best  put  of  it  to  itself  without 
the  assistance  of  ohemists  or  any  other 
person.  In  ooncluMon,  whilst  again  thank- 
ing the  noble  Lord  for  the  course  he  had 
taken  in  this  matter,  he  tmsted  that  he 
would  take  the  adviee  of  the  House  gene- 
rally, and  withdraw  his  first  measure.  If 
hu  noble  Friend  should  End  it  necessary 
to  re-introdnee  H,  he  (Mr.  Henley)  thought 
that  he  oogbfr  not  to  seek  to  plodge  the 
Honae  to  the  compulsory  prineip^,  but 
would  leave  that  ^int  open  for  further  dis- 
enssion. The  snbieek  was  one  of  the  dera- 
est  importauee.  He  did  nettblnk  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bradfbrd  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Forstcr)  had  laid  down  qiute  a  good  prin<^- 
pie.  He  (Mr.  Henley)  thought  that  the  old 
dbmmon  law  principle  was  the  right  one, 
namely,  let  every  man  so  use  his  own  in- 
dividual rights  AS  not  to  injore  the  property 
or  interests  of  his  neighbour.  If,  for  ex- 
ample, a  man  discharged  his  sewage  in  the 
earth  he  would  not  injure  bis  neighbour  in 
any  way ;  bat  in  <vder  to  aet  rid  of  a 
nnisanee  to  himself  be  shoula  not  throw 
his  sewage  into  a  river  to  the  serious  de- 
triment and  inconvenienee  of  other. 

LOBO  BOBERT  MONTAGU,  in  reply, 
moat  eipresa  the  great  saUafaetum  he  fait 
with  the  course  oi  the  debate.  He  could 
not  refase  to  foHow  the  adviee  which  had 
been  given  him  by  hon.  Oentlemen  on  both 
sides  of  the  House,  but  be  desired  to  make 
a  very  few  observations  with  reference  to 
two  or  three  objections  which  had  been 
urged  against  the  Bill.    The  right  hon. 

TOL.  CLXXyH.  [xbud  anzn.] 


Baronet  the  Hdme  Seeretary  had  censured 
bin  tat  taking  ap  so  much  time  in  quoting 
evidence  to  show  the  extent  of  the  evil 
complained  of,  because,  be  said,  all  the 
facts  had  been  ascertained  long  ago.  On 
this  point  the  right  hon.  Qentleman enlarged 
considerably,  and  rested  the  main  part  of 
,  his  argument  on  the  firsthalf  of  his  speech  ; 
and  yet,  towards  the  olose  of  his  speech,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  much  more 
inquiry  was  necessary,  and  supported  by 
arguments  drawn  from  this  assomption  all 
the  latter  portion  of  his  speech.  He  could 
not  help  thmking  the  right  hem.  BMonetwaa 
thus  pwnting  to  the  coarse  he  intended  to 
pursue — nsmely.  appointing  a  Commis- 
sion. This  would  have  the  offset  of  shelv 
ing  the  subject  for  the  next  ten  or  twelve 
years ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  a  Com- 
mission, in  01^  to  report  within  a  short 
period,  would  oeoasion  enormous  expense 
in  the  large  staff  of  clerks,  survoyors, 
and  others  necessary  to  complete  the 
work  in  so  short  a  period.  The  Com- 
mittee had  already  fully  considered  the 
whole  question ;  and,  although  be  bad 
himself  given  notice  of  a  Motion  to  revive 
the  Committee,  he  bad  privately  explained 
to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  that  there  was 
only  one  minor  point  on  which  he  wished 
for  further  evidence.  He  understood  from 
eminent  chemists  that  a  very  easy  and 
cheap  process  had  been  discovered  by 
which  water  might  be  purified  from  the 
refuse  of  manufiietories  ud  mines,  and  ho 
thought  it  would  he  a  great  pity  if  the 
nation  wwc  not  pot  in  poesession  of  theso 
foots.  He  bad  also  learned  that  Baron 
Liebig  was  very  anxioas  to  be  examined, 
and  he  could  not  help  feeling  that  it  would 
be  very  desirable  to  have  the  evidence  of  so 
great  an  authority  on  this  subject.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  objected  to  some 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  as  much  too 
stringent  in  their  character  ;  he  ssid  this 
Bill  would  make  it  penal  to  throw  a  stone 
into  a  river  i  but  the  Home  Secretary  was 
himself  to  blame  on  this  score,  for  some  of 
these  clauses  were  taken  from  Bills  for 
which  be  was  himself  responsible— such  aa 
the  Rivers  Pollotioo  (Sootland)  Bill  of  last 
year,  and  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Protection 
Act  of  1802.  The  Homo  Seeretary  had 
very  uufoirly  endeavoured  to  change  Um 
issue.'  and  had  asserted  that  the  ease 
rested  entirely  on  the  value  of  sewage, 
which  was  much  disputed.  But  he  (Lord 
Robert  Montagu)  had  argued  the  whole 
case,  iiot  so  much  on  the  value  of  sewage 
as  on  the  absolute  »^,^^t@^^f^ 
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parifjing  oar  itreams  and  rirera.  The 
Home  Secretary  bad  alio  tried  to  frighten 
the  Home  with  a  bogbear  in  repeating  so 
often  the  phraae  "  enormous  power  of  the 
Inspectors."  The  powers  proposed  to  be 
giren  to  the  Inspectors  aoder  this  Bill  were 
not  greater  thsn  those  possessed  under  the 
Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  1334,  the 
Health  of  Towns  Act  of  1848,  the  Local 
Goremment  Act,  and  the  Land  Inclosure 
Act.  It  had  been  said  bj  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  South  Staffordshire 
(Mr.  Adderlej)  that  the  proper  remedy 
would  he  to  gire  greater  power  to  existing 
local  Boards,  rather  than  to  Watershed 
Boards  ;  but  those  local  Boards  had  no 
united  action,  which  the  Committee  had 
foand  to  be  abaoluteljr  neeeaaary.  Under 
this  Bill  united  aotion  would  be  attained; 
beudes,  those  local  Boards  were  tfaem- 
selrea  the  culprits,  and  therefore  would 
afford  us  no  protection  against  the  injury. 
His  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
the  Unirersitj  of  Cambridge  (Mr.  Selwyn) 
bad  suggested  that  before  such  a  Bill  as  this 
was  passed  the  experiment  should  be  tried 
on  the  ralley  of  the  Thames  alone.  In 
1862  the  experiment  was  tried  in  the  case 
of  a  single  river.  When  the  Mersey  and 
Irwell  Bill  was  brought  forward  they  were 
told  it  was  unjust  to  introduce  partial 
measures;  there  ought  to  be  a  general  Act. 
It  was  opposed,  because  it  applied  to  one 
river  that  which  they  said  would  be  most 
beneficisl  if  extended  to  the  whole  king- 
dom. As  stated  by  his  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Oxfordshire  (Mr.  Hraley), 
there  was  ao  absolute  neeessity  fbr  some 
legislation  on  this  sulijjeet.  He  bad  en- 
desTOured  throughout  the  winter  to  per- 
suade the  Government  to  do  something, 
and  it  was  only  after  he  found  that  im- 
possible that  he  had  determined  to  move 
in  the  matter  himself.  He  did  so,  not 
because  he  thonght  he  should  be  able  to 
carry  this  Bill,  but  because  he  thought  Uiat 
was  the  only  way  to  force  the  Government 
to  do  anything.  However,  he  quite  accepted 
the  right  hon.  Baronet's  proposal  that  this 
Bill  should  bellowed  to  drm.  on  condition 
that  the  Sewage  UtiViation  Sill  was  read 
a  second  time. 

He  shouldi  therefore,  on  that  eondition, 
with  the  permission  <rf  the  House,  with- 
draw this  Bill. 

Amendment,  and  UoUoo,  by  leave 
withdratm. 

Bill  wihdrcntm. 
Lord  Sohni  Monioffu 


SEWAGE  UTIUZATIOH  BILL— [Biu  «.] 
BBOOHB  BEADDte. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Moved,  *<That  the  Bill  be  now  toad  « 
second  time.*' — {Loird  Robert  MontoffU.) 

Sir  GBORGE  GREY  said,  he  entirely 
concurred  in  the  principle  of  this  Bill, 
which,  as  he  understood  it,  gave  additional 
powers  to  local  bodies.  The  details  of  the 
Bill  would  require  great  consideration,  and 
he  thought  them  susceptible  of  great 
amendment.  The  proper  course  would  be 
to  refer  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee. 
He  might  be  nllowed  to  say,  with  reference 
to  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord, 
that  he  had  paased  no  censure  on  him 
whatever.  Qe  had  only  expressed  his  re- 
|;ret  that  so  much  time  had  been  consumed 
m  proving  an  evil  as  to  the  existenee  ut 
which  they  were  agreed,  the  mlydiffbrmee 
of  opinion  being  in  regard  to  the  remedy 
to  be  applied.  He  had  not  intended  at  aft 
to  blame  the  noble  Lord;  on  the  contrary, 
he  thought  he  deserved  commendation  for 
the  great  attention  he  had  paid  to  the 
subject,  and  he  should  be  very  happy  if  his 
efforts  led  to  a  practical  measure.  The 
noble  Lord  complained  of  the  inactivity  of 
the  Government,  but  he  might  remind  the 
uoble  Lord  they  had  not  been  altogether 
inactive.  The  Lord  Advocate  last  Sessioa 
proposed  a  very  stringent  Bill  with  re- 
gard to  Scotland,  and  at  first  he  was  san- 
guine of  being  able  to  carry  it ;  but  ha 
soon  found  that  would  be  impossible,  be- 
cause the  question  was  dealt  with  in  a 
lai^  and  comprehensive  manner  aflbeting 
numerous  and  important  interests.  They 
must  proceed  step  by  step  with  great 
caution,  and  in  that  way  they  might  nopa 
to  accomplish  some  good.  * 

LoBD  ROBERT  MONTAGU  was  sony 
he  hsd  misunderstood  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net, He  quite  concurred  in  the  propriety 
of  referring  this  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  F.  S.  POWELL  said,  that  power 
ought  to  be  given  to  local  Boards  to 
carry  the  sewage  beyond  their  respective 
boundaries.  The  discharge  of  sewage  in 
targe  masses  most  be  injurious,  and  care 
should  be  taken  to  guard  against  any  mis- 
chief that  might  ensue  therefrom.  He 
also  pointed  out  some  other  dclseta  in  the 
Bill  relative  to  the  diffienlty  attrading 
local  Boards  carrying  out  ito  provtsionsa 
defalcation  of  eontraetora,  dtc 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2»,  and  emmUlod  to  a  Select 
Committee.         ^.^.^.^^^  by  GoOglc 
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PRISONS  BILL-[Biu  ».] 
8I00KD  BXASIKO. 

Order  for  SeeoDd  Beading  read. 

StB  GBORQB  GREY  understood  there 
would  be  no  oppoeition  to  the  geeond  read- 
ing of  thii  Bill.  It  vas  verj  desirable 
that  the  Select  Committee,  to  whom  it 
would  be  referred,  »bou)d  meet  at  the 
aarliflst  period  and  go  through  the  details. 
Anj  further  diseussion  on  the  Bill  might 
be  takao  after  the  Committee  bad  rvported. 
Ha  woaM  undertake  to  fpre  immediate 
BoUee  of  the  names  of  the  Cwnmittee. 

ifovsd,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
teoond  time." — (£ir  Owrge  Orey.) 

Mb.  DARBT  GRIFFITH  had  oerUinlj 
expected  to  hear  from  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  some  eiplaaation  of  the  coarse 
he  was  going  to  take  with  ngard  to  Abing- 
don Gaol. 

Sir  GEORGE  GREY  was  sorry  he 
bad  not  commnnieated  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, as  be  bad  to  one  or  two  others,  the 
oonrte  whieh  ho  intended  to  adopt.  The 
question  with  regard  to  Abingdon  Gaol 
oonld  onlj  be  nused  in  Committee  and  not 
on  the  seeond  reading,  and  there  woold  be 
u  oppntanitj  to  discttsa  it  when  the 
Kll  eame  baek  from  the  Seleet  Commit- 
tee,  when  anr  lUteration  might  be  made 
in  the  Sobedule.  The  hon.  GenUeman 
or  any  othw  Uember  might,  when  the 
Bill  came  baek,  move  that  Abingdon  be 
added  to  the  Schedule,  and  he  would  take 
eare  that  every  information  should  be 
given  to  the  House  and  the  Committee  on 
the  subjeot.  He  hoped  that  eipIanaUon 
wonld  be  oonndered  aoflbient  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman. 

Ma.  DARBY  GRIFFITH  did  not 
think  it  at  all  suffioient.  What  he  asked 
was  that  Abingdon  should  be  restored  to 
this  Bill  as  it  stood  in  the  Bill  of  kst  year. 
It  had  been  placed  there  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  GoTommeot  offieers,  and 
tiie  right  hon.  Baronet  had  removed  it  on 
daodestioe,  parts,  and  inaconrate  repre- 
sentations ooDTeyed  to  him  at  a  very  critical 
period  in  &e  history  of  the  GoTemment. 
No  pledge  was  given  to  restore  Abingdon 
to  the  Schedule,  and  the  Order  of  Refer- 
ence wonld  not  enable  the  Committee  to 
do  so.  The  conduct  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  laid  him  open  to  the  imputation 
of  baving  oonsulted  party  interests  and 
prirate  feelings  in  this  matter.  On  the  8th 
of  July  last  year  a  very  trying  diTiiion 
took  plaoe  in  that  House,  and  in  a  lew 
daya  Aftonrarda  tbo  hon.  Uombor  for 


AUngdon  wrote  a  flaming  letter  to  his 
constituents,  in  which  he  said  that  he  had 
prerailed  on  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to 
withdraw  Abingdon  from  the  Bill,  Why 
had  the  ri^ht  hon.  Baronet  made  that 
alteration  without  oommunioatiog  with  bia 
own  Inspectors  ? 

Sn  GEOBGB  GREY  wonld  only  say 
one  word  in  avwer  to  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
He  was  very  sorry  to  have  incurred  his 
displeasure.  He  eonld  not  help  it,  ud 
most  anbmit  to  it.  The  boo.  Gentleman 
was  totally  misinformed  as  to  his  having 
acted  on  any  private  representations.  He 
had  a  statement  from  the  hon-  Member 
for  Abingdon,  and  a  statement  from 
Mr.  Merry,  one  of  the  strongest  advo- 
cates for  the  abolition  of  Abin^on  Gaol. 
He  had  also  a  personal  interview  with  him 
on  the  subjeot.  [Mr.  Darbt  Grifpith  : 
When  was  that  ?]  He  thoagbt  in  January 
last.  The  hon.  Gentleman  was  equally  mis- 
taken in  stating  that  any  private  remon- 
stranoe  from  bu  hon.  Fnend  die  Member 
for  Abingdon  had  caused  the  omission  of 
Abingdon  Gaol  last  year.  The  Bill  was 
withdrawn,  and  he  gave  him  do  intimation 
of  any  change,  publicly  or  privately. 

Mb.  BARROW  was  deeply  sensible  of 
the  necessity  of  improving  the  discipline  of 
our  gatdif  and  be  hoped  all  the  clauses 
this  Bill  wonld  be  most  earefnlly  considered. 

Mr.  NORRIS  would  not  follow  the 
example  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Devises  in 
going  into  details  on  a  merely  local  ques- 
tion. He  might,  however,  state  that 
among  the  magistrates  there  had  been 
at  various  times  ten  different  divisions 
on  the  subject.  Of  these,  two  had  oc- 
curred in  1859,  when  thirty-one  voted 
against  twenl^-^gbt,  the  majority  being  in 
favour  of  the  removal  of  the  gaol.  In 
four  divisions  the  mijority  was  the  same 
way.  In  nz  divisions  the  majority  was 
in  favonr  of  the  eootinnaneo  of  the  gatrf. 
In  the  last  divi^n  thirty-ooo  ma^stntea 
voted  one  way,  and  thirty  the  other.  He 
was  qnite  satisfied  the  feeling  was  io 
favour  of  the  oontiunanoe  of  the  gaol. 

Ma.  WALTER  thought  the  House 
must  already  have  perceived,  from  the 
discussion  which  had  taken  plaoe,  that 
this  question  oould  only  be  properly  con- 
sidered before  the  Select  Committee.  It 
involved  matter  Of  considerable  detail ;  a 

ri  deal  of  doenmentarj  evidenoe  must 
gone  into ;  and  he  did  not  think  he 
should  be  d<nng  his  doty  towards  the  oh 
jeet  bo  adToeated^nanely.  tl)e  abolition 
of  AbiogdoaOaol-^itbed0'«90(dgll@ 
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into  tbe  matter  on  %n  ocoft«ion  lil^e 
prevent  ?e  had  communicated  with  his 
right  bon.  Friend  the  Honie  Secretary  on 
the  •abject,  and  at  hit  (Ur.  Waiter's)  own 
BUggeation  it  was  propoaed  the  matter 
should  be  fullj  gone  into  befope  the  Select 
Committee.  Ir  the  conclusion  arriTod  at 
by  the  Committw  abould  not  bo  ^atis- 
faetor;  to  himself  or  his  hon.  f  neod  the 
Member  for  Devizes  it  vould  be  oompetent 
for  either  to  bring  the  {natter  before  the 
House  fuUj  upon  the  R^rt. 

Motion  Ofrreed  le. 

Bill  read  S",  and  ommHttd  to  m  Select 

Committee. 

COUNTT  VOTERS  REGISTRATION  BILL. 

LUTs.  nnsT  BBADuro.  [mcL  59.] 

Kb.  hunt  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  amend  the  lav  rela^ng  to  the  Regis- 
tration of  Couqt;  Voters.  The  Bill  iras 
one  of  a  very  n|iambi|iqus  pharacter,  ^nd 
Tonld  be  ceptained  in  a  very  fev  clauses. 
The  object  was  to  remedy  practical 
grievanee.  At  present  any  person  on  the 
list  of  voters  for  a  county  or  division 
might  send  a  notice  of  objection  to  any 
other  person  on  the  list,  assigDiog  no 
reason  for  his  objection,  and  the  practice 
was  to  place  some  man  of  straw  on  the 
register,  who  8ign^d  any  pumber  of  objec- 
tions, which  wero  distributed  all  over  the 
ooanty*  without  giving  the  persons  objected 
to  the  eligbttuM  e^pe  19  tju  iEi^S"^4  !>f  Pb- 
jection.  In  Sontb  Ii#B«ujap^ 
in  1862-3.  out  of  ^|l;l^'ti|oios  on  the 
registef.  1&,46S  ffcre  ff|tjf^|«d  to,  4&d£.d5i 
were  expunged.    Id  aqt  of  22,300 

names  on  the  register,  were 
jected  to.  That  statemcut  n&a  quite  «uf- 
fioient  to  ahow  that  some  chniigo  was 
requisite;.  He  Jul  not  piopoHQ  to  alter 
the  wbolo  niiiL-bint'ry  (jf  regiftlrfttion.  IW^ 
immeditUc  object  was  :wofoKi,  TJie  Bill 
requirC'tl  tli^L  nitLccs  cf  ol>jection  sliould 
state  ipocificallj  ttio  groanda  of  objeotionj 
each  should  be  considered  ^paratclj,  and 
if  any  objection  ta|;^  was  pronounced 
frinfoos  or  Texatioua  feT^iug  bar- 
rister s&pald  liavG  power  tf}  give  oasts  on 
that,  eftD  if  IbQ  wgttUU'.vero  ^ucccaaful 
on  any  other  ground.  He  also  proposed 
that  voters  should  be  able  to  send  declara- 
tions, made  before  a  magistrate  or  a  Uas(er 
in  Chancery,  «tating  irhat  their  qualifica- 
tion was,  instead  of  being  compelled  to 
appear  in  person  befor&  th^  rpvising  W- 
nster.  This  wonid  save  groft^  ipoonveoi- 
ence  wd  expense, 

Mr,  WaUtr 


Mooed,  That  leav^  be  giun  to  bring  in 
a  Bill.-(  Jt.  &unt.)  " 

Mb.  HIBBERT  was  glad  that  this  Bill 
was  being  introduced.  He  had  himself 
been  objected  to  three  times  in  five  years, 
and  he  knew  many  persons  with  a  perfect 
qualification  whose  names  had  been  struck 
off,  because  they  were  unable  to  attend 
the  registration  court. 

Hb.  DOBSON  said,  the  two  prineipal 
provisions  of  the  Bill  were  recommeMed 
in  the  Report  of  the  Seleot  Committee 
last  year.  The  Bill  which  he  introduced 
last  year  went  eonsideraUy  further  than 
the  present  one,  and  wonld  Aave  almost  en- 
tirely recast  the  system  of  rwistration, 
and  be  r^;Eetted  that  ibis  Bill  did  not 
embody  more  of  the  provisions  of  bis  own. 

Ub.  COLLINS  thought  that  persona 
shonld  be  pot  on  the  registry,  not  by  tUa 
act  of  an  election  agent,  hot  by  the  act  of 
some  publio  department.  He  approved  of 
the  alterations  proposed,  and  Ih^m  to  sas 
greater  improvements  made. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  apiend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
Registration  of  County  VoterQ,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Hr.  Hoht,  Ur.  Walter, 
and  V-  H0WE8. 

BiU  preenledt  and  read  19.  [Bill  59.] 

TALVAflOir  01  LUIM  ABD  muaAQMM 

(sooTLAim)  Bnx. 

Saleot  CoouBhtM  momktaled  .-—Mr.  Dnuw. 
Ur.  VixOMt  Mr.  BLuKBinit,  Mr.  Edwud  Puv- 
DSLL  BooTxan,  Lord  Qeobos  Cathdiss,  Sit 
Edwabd  Colbbroou,  Major  Coimnra  Brucb, 
Mr.  Dalolisb,  Colonel  Bouous  Pxnxaict,  Sir 
WiLuiy  Ddkbib,  Sir  Juns  Fbhodssoit,  Hr. 
WiLUAH  Lkbux,  Mr.  Mackii,  Sir  Graham 
UovTooHSBT,  ap4  Mr-SiioLuirT  Power  to  send 
for  persons,  papers,  sad  records ;  Five  to  be  tbq 
qoomm. 

HARRIED  W01CEN*8  FBOFERTT  (IBEXAITD)  BTLL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  LoNoriuo,  Bill  to  provide 
fbr  tbe  'seonritf  of  Property  of  Married  women 
Mparatad  from  VMr  Bnsbaadt  in  Ireland,  ardfftti 
to  be  brongbt  in  hy  Mr.  Loiuiibld.  Sir  Couux 
O'LooHUK,  and  Mr.  Lkibbs. 

Biapretented,  sod  read  1^  [ViU  60.^ 

F^H  FROn^OVAI.  D9pEB  COSTmXAnpH 
BOL." 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Babiko,  BiU  to  eonflrm  a 
Provisional  Order  under  "  The  General  Police 
and  ImproTement  (Seotland)  Act,  IMS,*' relating 
to  the  Burgh  of  Perth,  ordertd  to  be  bren^  in  by 
Ur.  BAime  and  Sir  Gbobob  Gbbt. 

Bill  prvMNfedt  and  read  1°.  [Bill  61.] 

Henss  adjeaiMdatluir 


I36S       MomM  ofAmut  \Uim 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
2%Nri%,  M»r9k  9, 1865. 

MINUTES.]  — Sblict  Ooiainni  —  On  Rnlg- 
daUoo  of  oerUin  Ofioet  Leonard  Edmnnda, ' 
esquire, nomtRaf^d  (see  p  1963.) 

Ptbuo  Bills  —  Firtt  R»admg  —  Abolition  of 
ARMtud  Final  Prooeu  rBA.](36);  Britiih 
KMfr*ri»*(37)i  IodiutriafEx)iibitieM»(38). 

Tkirtl  Beading^Gnaa  Ijp^ioef  (Inland)*  (39) 

ABOLITION  OP  ARRE8T  UPON  PINAL 
PROCESS. 
BILL  PSBBBKTBD.    FIRST  BEASINO. 

Ths  lord  chancellor  laid,  be 

E reposed  to  laj  upon  the  table  of  the 
tome  a  Bill  whioh  he  regarded  as  one  of 
very  great  importanoe.  Its  object  was  to 
abolish  the  lav  authorixing  imprisonment 
for  debt*  or  rather  so  much  of  it  as  re- 
mained QDrepealed*  Their  Lordships  were 
aware  that  by  the  Act  for  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  Law  of  Bankrnptoj,  whiob 
was  passed  two  or  three  Tears  back,  im- 
prisonment for  debt  was  abolished,  except 
to  a  Terf  alight  extent,  bj  the  prorision 
which  empowered  the  Registrars  of  the 
Court  of  Baokroptcf  to  visit  prisons  and 
to  adjudge  bankrupt  those  whMn  thejfbond 
imprisoned  there  tor  debt.  The  result  of 
that  provision  had  be«x  most  beneficial. 
One  of  its  immediato  effecta  was  that  the 
Queen's  Bench  Prison  was  closed;  and, 
generallj  speaking,  no  one  compluned 
that  the  remedj  of  the  &oiid  fide  creditor 
had,  in  conBeqnoooe  of  the  operation  of 
the  measure,  been  abridged.  That  being 
so,  be  desired  to  improve  the  practical 
operation  of  the  measure,  or  rather  he  pro- 
posed to  take  away  the  evil  of  which  it  was 
the  consequence.  It  had  been  ascertained 
bj  the  Retnms  on  the  subject,  that  those 
who  were  now  in  prison  for  debt  generally 
eonsisted  of  persons  who  found  their  way 
there  for  the  purpose  of  being  discharged 
under  the  Bankruptcy  Law,  and  the  eon- 
■eqnenee  was  that  there  were  a  great  num- 
ber of  applications  for  disebaive.  He 
thought,  therefore,  that  th^r  Lordships 
would  be  justified  in  taking  one  step  fur- 
ther ;  for  it  appeared  to  him,  and  it  was 
the  general  opinion  throughout  Europe, 
that  the .  old  practice  of  imprisoning  a 
debtor  merely  on  account  of  a  debt  not 
being  paid  waa  neither  quito  just  nor  ex- 
pedient. Now,  such  had  been  the  opera- 
tion of  the  existing  law  that  it  would 
enable  the  L^latora  to  nftka  the  great 


and  important  improvement  proposed  to  be 
carried  ii)to  effect  hv  this  Bill.  Their 
Lordships  were  probably  aware  that  there 
was  a  Committee  of  the  other  Honse  now 
sitting  for  the  purpose  of  inquiriog  into 
the  whole  of  the  Bankrupt  Law,  and  it  was 
probable  that  the  Report  of  that  Com- 
mittee miffh^  be  mede  9,%  no  very  diati^nt 
period.  From  what,  however,  ho  had  been 
able  to  gather  of  the  probable  contents  of 
their  Report,  it  was  likely  that  a  very 
considerable  time  would  be  required  for 
the  preparation  of  a  Bill  to  carry  its  re- 
oommeudations  into  effect.  Moreover, 
the  question  would  require  to  be  well 
considerdd  by  the  eommnreial  classes  at 
large  before  introducing  a  Bill  to  give 
effect  to  those  recommendations.  He 
did  not,  nnder  those  circumstances,  anti- 
cipate that  Parliament  would  be  in  a  po- 
sition to  legislate  upon  the  gronnil  of  the 
Report  during  the  present  Session,  and 
he,  therefore,  proposed  by  the  present 
Bill  to  make  an  enactment  which  ne  had 
reason  to  believe  would  he  in  perfect  har- 
mony with  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee.  This  proposal  was  that  no 
order  of  discharge  granted  to  a  debtor 
should  have  the  effect  of  releasing  his 
future  goods  unless  he  paid  a  diridend  oi 
at  leaat  5*.  io  the  pound  under  the  Bank* 
mptoy  Aet.  Such  was  the  present  state 
of  the  law  that  every  nan  who  was 
brought  up  for  discharge  as  a  bankrupt 
was  in  a  bettor  condition  if  he  had  no 
property  at  all  than  if  ho  had  some;  for 
if  he  had  no  property  and  set  his  estato 
down  at  nil  no  one' opposed  him,  and  he 
got  his  discharge  as  a  mattor  of  course. 
He  proposed  that  no  disoharge  shall  avail 
to  release  the  future  property  of  a  bank- 
nipt  unless  he  pays  a  dividend  of  5a,  in 
the  pound,  or  obtains  the  assent  to  his 
discharge  of  five-sixths  of  his  creditors  in 
point  of  value.  There  will  be  no  hard- 
ship in  diseripunatiug  between  the  ho- 
nest and  fraudulent  bankrupt,  and  in 
imposing  this  condition  npon  the  order 
of  disohai^e  by  which  future  property 
will  be  released  from  liability.  He,  there- 
fore, trusted  their  Lordships  would  give  the 
Bill  a  first  reading.  The  noble  and  learned 
Lord  then  presented  a  Bill  to  abolish 
Arrest  npon  Final  Process  in  England 
except  in  eases  where  the  debtor  is  in  pos- 
session of  property  or  in  the  receipt  of  an 
income  which  eannot  be  taken  in  execu- 
tion. 

Load  CHELlfSFORD  inquired  whether 
the  Bill  FPnU  toke  «pilri59<3'©^«»^fe 
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of  GonnQr  Courts  the  power  to  commit  in 
de&tilt  of  wdsfaetion  of  judgment  Y 

Thb  lord  chancellor  said,  that 
the  Bill  entirelj  reserved  the  existing 
County  Court  system. 

BiU  pretenled,  and  read  l\  (No.  26.) 


Qiuttion. 
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THE  BIVER  PLATE —  BRAZIL  AND 
UBUOUAT^UESTION. 

Ths  IfAWtDBSi  OP  CLANRICARDE 
inquired  of  the  noUe  Sari  the  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs.  Whether  he  wilt 
give  any  information  the  GoTernment 
might  have  in  their  possession  with  re- 
spect to  the  present  state  of  afiurs,  ao- 
eordinff  to  the  last  accounts,  in  that 
part  of  SouUi  America  which  borders 
upon  the  Bifer  Plate  t 

Earl  RUSSELL  was  understood  to 
say  that  he  beUeved  there  was  a  Tory 
large  BrasUian  force,  consisting  of  eight 
or  nine  men-of-war,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Rirer  Plate,  which  had  been  sent  there 
for  the  purpose  of  forctug  the  Gorem- 
ment  of  Uonto  Tideo  to  yield  to  the 
Braailiaii  demands.  Her  lliyesty's  Mi- 
nister at  Uonte  Video  had  expnssed  a 
strong  hope  that  no  attempt  would  he 
made  to  bombard  the  town  ;  that  the 
English  and  French  naval  commanders 
in  the  River  were  of  opinion  that  the 
town  had  no  ohance  of  making  a  suc- 
oessful  resistance,  and  they  hoped  no 
attempt  would  bo  made  to  defend  it,  as 
otherwise  there  must  necessarily  be  a 
very  great  destruction  of  life  and  pro- 
perty; and  that  orders  had  been  giren  to 
protect  British  merchants  and  their  pro- 
perty, which  might  he  endangered  in  the 
ereut  of  a  bombardment.  Fapm  would 
shortly  be  laid  upon  the  table,  eontaining 
further  detuls  upon  the  subject. 

Honss  a^joomsd  at  half  past  Fin 
o^euK^  tUl  TtHDoiTow,  half 
pastTsno'ctook. 


HOUSE  OF  COUUOKS, 

Tktmiiiy,  JfM  9,  1865. 

MINUTES.]—  Nsw  Wan  lutm  ■—  For  Wats 
(Northern  DivWon)  v.  Tin  Right  Hon.  Henrjr 
Sattoa  SothsTM  Esteoort,  Ibnor  of  North- 
stsad. 

SuiTLT— MfuiArMi  in  Committee — Navt  Ean- 
MiTia. 

Pmuo  Bius— AtfM'arioM  i»  Cmwtittu  Isis  of 
Man  Dinflbmtation  (Oompeosstiott). 

Zord  Ohehuford 


OnfffMf— LooomotiTCS  on  Roads.* 
SceDtii  JSwuU^Heiring  Fldwriss  (Seotlaad)* 


CMunatM— Ob  Metropolis  Sswigs  sad 
Euu  Roelamation  fiasiuiaftfd.* 
CWtittM— AfflrmaUoaa  (SooUand)*  [40]. 
iZffMri— QvaliOoation  for  Offiooi  Abolitiim  *  [SS] ; 

AfflrmatioBB  (Seotlaad)  *  [40}. 
CvntSdaniiuimniad  Prirate  BiU  Costs*  [T]. 

BRITISH  AND  NORTH  AMERICAN 
STEAMSHIP  COMPANY.  —  QUESTION. 

Mb.  BAXTER  said,  he  wished  to  ask 
the  Secretan  to  the  Treasury.  If  the  Bri- 
tish and  Korth  American  Royal  Hail 
Steamship  Company  are  employing  Ves- 
sels serenteen  years  old  on  the  Halifax 
and  Boston  line;  and  if,  at  the  expiry  of 
the  Contract  with  that  Company,  the  Go- 
Ternment intend  making  new  arrangemeato 
by  which  tho  postal  sernoo  may  he  per^ 
formed  with  more  oxpeftion  and  at  lose 
ozpenio  to  the  oonntry  than  ondor  the 
present  sobridiied  systMS  t 

Mb.  peel,  in  reply,  said^  he  under- 
stood that  there  were  two  vessels  on  the 
Lirerpool,  Halifax,  and  Boston  line,  which 
were  about  serenteen  years  old,  but  it  did 
not  appear  that  any  complaints  had  oc- 
curred of  delay  on  that  line  which  the 
contractors  had  not  been  able  to  account 
for.  With  regard  to  any  future  arrange- 
ment, he  found  that  the  existing  contract 
did  not  ezinro  unUI  1867,  so  that  ihwe 
were  three  years  in  which  to  eonsider  such 
arrangemmt.  He  was  aware  that  the 
Committee  on  Contraeti  of  1860  had  ex- 
pressed an  oinnion  that  no  subsidy  waa 
necessary  on  (hat  linet  that  there  might 
he  an  cedent  postal  serrice  without  a 
snhsidy;  and  in  eonaidnnng  what  should 
be  the  future  arrangement  of  a  contract, 
the  riew  expressed  by  that  Committee 
should  not  be  lost  right  of. 

LEICESTER  SQUARE.— QUESTION. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said,  he  would  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Ww-ks, 
Whether,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
eoelosnra  in  Leioester  Square,  it  would  be 
in  the  power  of  the  Government  either  to 
remoTo  or  repair  the  mutilated  statue, 
and  otherwise  improve  the  dilapidated  eon- 
dition  of  the  spaee  in  the  centre  of  the 
Square;  and,  oonsideiing  that  the  loeality 
is  used  as  so  eommon  a  resort  among 
foreigners,  whether  any  steps  ooold  m 
taken  to  render  it  more  suitable  to  the 
proper  iqtpearanee  of  a  public  thocooffa- 

&«i.ft.ii«»pgg,L,,Google 
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Mb.  COWPEB  uid,  in  replj,  thrt  the 
dirty  and  duorderir  oondiUon  m  Lumter 
Sqonre  wst  nn  nndenee  of  the  mnt  of 
any  eonkn^  or  uthoritj  on  the  part  of 

the  GoTornmeat  orer  that  ill-fated  qaarter 
of  the  towD.    It  was  not  Crovn  property; 
if  it  were*  anj  one  who  held  ni8  (Mr. 
Cowper'a)  office  would  not  consent  that 
tho  person  of  His  Uiyestjr  George  II. 
shonld  be  preseoted  to  the  poblio  in  its 
present  manlated  and  ridionlons  form.  The 
statne  had  oulj  one  leg,  and  that  a  erooked 
one»  and  onlj  one  arm,  which  was  quite 
distorted.  The  difl^ult/  was  (hat  Leicester 
Square  was  elauned  ai  private  property, 
and  that  the  owners  were  not  prepared  to 
fulfil  the  duties  that  attaehed  to  them. 
The  year  befwe  last,  however,  an  Act 
was  passed  oaUed  the  "  Qardens  in  Towns 
Aet,'*  intended  to  remedy  this  very  dis- 
astrous and  disgraceful  state  of  things ; 
and  this  Act  would  shortly  come  into  opera- 
tion. It  empowered  the  Metropolitan  Board 
to  undertake  the  management,  and  in  the 
absence  of  any  well-defined  rights  on  the 
part  of  others,  to  repair  the  railings,  clean 
the  walks,  and  pot  the  statue  in  order. 
The  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  had 
given  the  necessary  notice,  which  would 
expire  in  about  four  months,  and  by  next 
July  he  trusted  that  the  Metropolitan  Board 
would  be  able  to  interfere  and  improve  the 
eondition  of  the  square. 

DIPLOMATIC  RELATIONS  WITH 
BRAZIL.— QUESTION. 

Mb.  WHITE  said,  he  would  now  beg  to 
Mk  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whe- 
ther, with  a  view  to  re-eatablish  friendly 
relations  with  Brasil,  it  ia  the  intention  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  bring  tn  a 
Bill  this  Session  for  the  repeal  of  the  Act 
(8  &  9  Ftet.  c.  122)  called  the  "  Aberdeen 
Act"? 

Viscount  PALMERSTON  :  No,  Sir, 
it  is  not  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Ooremment  to  bring  in  any  Bill  to  repeat 
the  Act,  and  for  this  reason,  that  if  the 
Aet  were  repealed  the  slave  trade  between 
the  eoast  of  Africa  and  Braxil  would  be 
resumed  to  any,  even  to  the  most  aniimited, 
extent.  And,  with  tlie  best  intenUons  on 
the  part  of  the  Brasitiau  Government,  it 
would  be  futile  to  prevent  it,  as  we  see 
by  the  example  of  Cuba,  where  the  Cap- 
tMD  General  is  most  honestly  and  aineerely 
anzioos  to  put  an  end  to  the  trade,  but 
die  venality  of  his  subordinate  officers  en- 
tirely defeats  and  fnutrates  his  intentions. 


I  may,  however,  slate,  and  the  House  will 
be  glad  to  hear,  tluit  negotiations  are 
going  on  through  the  intervention  of  tho 
Portuguese  Government  with  a  view  to  the 
re-establishment  of  friendly  relations  be- 
tween Great  Britun  and  Brazil. 

PENSIONS  OF  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
HOUSE  OF  LORDS^UKSTION. 

Mb.  DARBY  GRIFFITH  said,  he 
would  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Whether  he  has  been  eorrectly 
understood  to  mean  that  the  House  of 
Lords  claim  the  privilege  of  granting 
Pensions  out  of  the  PubUo  Money  to  their 
own  Officers  as  of  their  own  authority, 
without  the  cogniaanoe  or  eoosent  either  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury,  or  the  House  of 
Commons  ? 

Thb  CHANCBLLOR  or  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Sir,-  if  the  hon.  Member  and  the 
House  will  favour  me  with  their  attention, 
I  will  give  as  elear  an  answer  as  I  can  to 
the  Question  ;  but  I  am  not  quite  certain 
that  m^  information  is  eomplete,  inasmuch 
as  it  IS  not  a  subject  with  which  it  is 
the  practice  of  any  public'  Department  to 
intenere.  In  the  first  place,  with  regard 
to  whethw  the  House  of  Lords  has  any 
olaim  or  privilege  to  grant  pensions.  I 
am  not  aware  whether  the  manner  in 
whieh  the  necessaiy  expenses  of  the 
House  of  Lords  are  defrayed  has  ever 
been  the  subject  of  any  discussion  be- 
tween that  branch  of  the  Legislature  and 
the  House  of  Commons  or  any  other  body, 
and  as  to  the  theory  on  the  subject,  there-  ' 
fore,  I  have  nothing  to  say ;  hut  with  re- 
gard to  the  praeiie^  I  believe  it  ia  aa  UA- 
lows : — The  House  of  Lords  votes  or  ad- 
judges what  they  consider  to  be  the  neces- 
sary and  reasonable  expenses  connected 
with  the  transaction  of  their  business  out 
of  what  is  called  the  "fee  fund."  That 
is  the  nUe  as  to  the  greater  part  of  tho 
expenses  of  the  House  of  Lords,  It  is 
not,  however,  tho  rule  with  regard  to  the 
whole  of  them,  for  there  are  certain 
charges  connected  with  the  House  of 
Lords  which  are  voted  annually.  In  tho 
Estimates  for  the  year  now  about  to  close 
the  following  sums  were  voted  by  this 
House  in  the  ordtnaiy  manner.  For  the 
salary  <tf  the  Chairman  of  Committees, 
£2,500 1  for  the  Counsel  to  the  Chairman 
of  Committees,  £1,000 ;  for  cerUin  ex- 
penses in  the  Department  of  the  Gentle- 
man Usher  of  the  Blaek  Bodr^,800.: 
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and  for  tlie  Seijeant  at  Arms,  £l,50d. 
Those  6,t6  all  Bpecifio  charges  which  do 
not  Btand  as  a  portion  of  an/  larger  8010, 
and  thejr  are  all  Toted  in  the  ordinary 
manner.  There  are  also  specific  charges 
which  are  common  to  both  Houses,  and 
have  nerer  been  apportioned  in  the  Esti- 
niales.  They  are  alsA  to  ted  in  (^e  nsaal 
manner  ;  hut  as  regards  the  greater  part 
of  the  charges  for  oondueting  the  basiness 
of  the  House  of  Lords  they  are  defrayed 
from  their  fee  fund.  In  some  years  that 
fund  is  sufficient  to  defray  the  entire 
charges ;  in  others  it  is  not ;  but  when 
it  has  been  foand  insufficient  an  applica- 
tixm  has  been  made  to  the  Treasury,  who 
have  placed  the  amonnt  asked  for  upon 
the  Estimates,  and  a  Vote  has  heen  granted 
by  this  Hoase,  without  any  int^uiry  as  to 
the  particular  manner  in  which  it  would  be 
expended.  The  subject  is  evidently  one  of 
very  great  importance.  We  may  oatur- 
ally  suppose  that  it  is  very  much  connected 
with  the  independence  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  that  its  control  orer  its  own  ex- 
penditure should  be  regulated  in  a  par- 
ticular manner.  I  do  not  enter  into  any 
discussion  on  that  question,  nor  give  any 
opinion  upon  it,  but  I  will  give  the  House 
information  as  to  the  facts.  There  was  a 
Vote  in  1859-61,  for  the  House  of  Lords, 
of  £13,000;  in  1860-1,  a  Vote  of 
£6,000 ;  in  1861-2,  a  Vote  of  £7,000 ; 
in  1862-3  there  was  noYot*  at  at),  the 
House  of  Lords  having  sufficient  funds  for 
their  purpose  ;  in  1863-4  there  was  a 
Vote  of  £6,000  ;  in  1864-5  there  was  no 
Vote,  and  from  the  state  of  the  private 
business  in  that  House  in  the  present 
Session  it  ia  not  probable  that  any  demand 
will  be  made  for  1865-6.  I  am  informed 
that  the  balance  of  the  fee  fund  of  the 
House  of  Lords  in  the  month  of  February 
last  was  about  £26,000. 


THE  RIVER  PLATE  —  BRAZIL  AND 
URUGUAY.— QUESTION. 

Mr.  VAGUIRB  said,  he  would  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether 
he  has  any  objection  to  state  to  th«  House 
the  substance  of  the  information  receiTed 
by  the  English  Packet,  as  to  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  the  Biver  Fkte ;  and,  whether 
iustructions  have  been  given  to  the  British 
Minister  and  Admiral  to  prevent  a  recur- 
rence at  Monte  Video  of  a  similarly  deplor- 
able sacrifice  of  life  and  property  by  the 
Brasilians  and  Insurgent  Forces,  as  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  lately  menUoned 


having  been  oeMuoned  at  Panaodn,  by 
the  same  invaders  of  the  Repnblle  of 
Uruguay  ? 

V18CODHT  PALMERSTON :  In  answer. 
Sir,  to  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
I  have  to  say  that,  according  to  the  latest 
accounts,  an  attack  was  likely  to  he  made 
on  the  town  of  Monte  Video,  by  the  sea 
forces  of  Brazil,  and  the  land  forces  of 
General  Ftores,  assisted  in  some  degree 
by  a  Brazilian  force.  The  naval  com- 
mander of  the  British  force  in  the  River 
Plate  remonstrated  with  the  Brazilian  com- 
mander upon  the  presumed  intention  of 
bombarding  the  town  of  Honte  "Vidw,  and 
nrced  strongly  that  precaution  should  be 
taken  that  the  property  and  persons  of 
foreigners,  of  whom  a  great  many  are  Bri- 
tish subjects,  should  be  exempted  as  for  as 
possible  from  injury  in  such  an  event. 
Further  details  are  to  follow,  and  papera 
on  the  subject  are  being  prepared — those 
most  recently  received  in  conjunction  with 
the  others,  I  am  sorry  that  war  is  carried 
on  in  that  part  of  the  world  on  principles 
not  very  congenial  to  the  feelings  of  Euro- 
peans ;  but  we  are  not  interfering  in  that 
war,  except  by  earnest  representations  that 
it  should  be  carried  on  with  as  Uttle  danger 
to  the  persons  and  propwtjr  of  foreignera 
as  possible. 

UNITED  STATES— CLAIMS  FOR  COM- 
PENSATION.— QUESTION. 

Load  ROBERT  CECIL  said,  ho  would 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  any  communica- 
tions have  been  received  during  the  last  six 
months,  at  the  Foreign  Office,  from  the 
American  Government,  or  the  American 
Minister,  demanding  compensation  for 
losses  occasioned  to  Citizens  of  the  United 
States  by  the  operaUons  of  the  AtaJxma, 
or  other  vessels,  commissioned  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Confederate  States  ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  has  any  objection  to  laj 
the  Papers  relating  to  such  demands  upon 
the  table  of  the  Bouse  ?  He  would  beg 
to  add  that  he  wished  the  hoa.  Gentleman 
not  to  Dudmtand  the  wcurd  "  demandug  *' 
strietlj. 

Hb.  LATARD:  In  answer  to  the  noble 
Lord,  I  have  to  state  that  no  such  com- 
munications have  been  received  fixim  tho 
United  States  Government, 

Mb.  BRIGHT  :  I  wish  to  ask  my  hon. 
Friend,  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  E  nglish 
Government  have  got  very  numerous  claims 
agmiDit  the  GoTcg^lbyC^gt^*' 


ler6  lEhppiff—  {Vjm^M$\       imffBUimaiM,  1874 


fltateii,  In  floiMeqaeilea  of  tmiUMtiDtiB 
whieh  bttveoBevrred  during  the  war  j  ttnd, 
if  Bit,  wheUier  sdoh  elftimi  hare  been  for- 
wattled  to  that  OoTeroment  f 

Mr.  LATARD  :  la  replv  to  the  hon. 
Mertlbe^,  I  have  to  state*  that  there  are 
olainiB,  of  courBe,  on  the  part  of  ihe  English 
OoTemmeat,  and  that  thej  hare  been  for- 
warded to  ^e  Hnited  States  Goremment. 

SUPPL7— NAVY  ESTIUATES. 
Order  for  GominittM  read. 
StiFPLT  coiirid«red  in  Committee— Natt 

ESTIHATES. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
(1.)  Question  again  proposed, 

"^lat  69,ffi0  Hen  and  Boys  be  employed  for 
the  Sea  and  Cowrt  Guard  Serrke  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slit  day  of  March,  186C,  iMlnaiag 
17.000  Royal  Marinea." 

Sm  MORTON  FETO  said,  that  in  re- 
suming the  dtteussion,  he  must  first  62- 
preis  his  regret  that  the  forms  of  the  House 
did  not  admit  of  an  erening  being  fiied  for 
a  debate  on'  the  whole  policy  of  the  Narj, 
while  UMeertaiuty  as  to  the  hour  when  the 
Narr  Estimates  would  come  under  dis- 
enssion  waa  acaroelj  consistent  with  the 
importance  and  gravity  of  the  subject. 
Before  he  proeeeded  to  make  any  re- 
marks upon  the  Estimates^  be  wished  to 
eipresB  his  regret  at  the  absence  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sanderland  (Mr.  Lindsay), 
and  he  trak  sure  he  had  the  entire  sym- 
)mthy  of  the  Committee  when  be  said 
that  regret  was  increased  by  the  circum- 
stances which  prevented  bis  attendance. 
The  first  thing  to  which  fae  wished  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
was  the  form  in  which  the  accounts  were 
presented.  It  was  but  fair  to  the  noble 
Iiord  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
that  be  should  say  that  the  House  bad 
never  obtained  so  mueh  informatiou,  or 
obtained  So  good  an  insight  into  the 
affairs  of  die  Navy,  as  bad  been  given 
since  the  noble  Lora  hdd  hiapresmt  office. 
He  was  also  bound  to  say  that  he  r^rded 
the  appointment  of  the  hon.  Qeotleman 
the  Member  for  Fontefraet  (Mr.  Ohildera) 
with  extreme  satisfaction.  They  had  all 
been  sorry  to  lose  the  services  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld),  but  a 
bettM  appointment  than  thai  of  bis  suc- 
cessor the  Government  coutd  not  have 
made.  They  had  had  a  promise  from  the 
hon.  Oentleman  that  the  acconnta  of  the 
Navy  would  be  rendered  to  the  HooM  in 


an  Intelligible  formj  but  up  to  thA  present 
time  they  had  neter  had  aoythiiw  worthy 

of  being  chlled  accounts  at  alf.  What  they 
wanted  was  an  account  in  which  stock  was 
included,  for  unless  the  balance  of  the 
value  of  stock  was  given  from  one  year  to 
another,  they  could  never  arrive  at  the 
actual  amount  of  the  expenditure  tn  tho 
Dockyards.  There  was  no  difficulty  in 
giving  such  an  account,  as  the  Royal 
dockyards,  when  compuvd  with  many 
private  conoemi,  were  really  but  very 
small  affairs  after  all.  If  Her  Majesty  a 
dockyards  were  treated  like  the  private 
eatabllsbments  throughout  the  country 
they  should  be  able  to  obtidn  olear  and 
satisfactory  accounts,  for  there  was  no 
mystery  ib  the  ease  beyond  the  mystery 
that  surrounded  everything  nndertaken 
by  the  Admiralty,  But  the  hon.  Member 
for  Lincoln  (Mr.  Seely).  to  whom  the 
House  was  much  indebted  for  his  exa- 
mination of  these  accounts,  so  far  as  they 
had  been  rendered,  bad  shown  that  it  was 
tmpOBslble  in  their  present  state  to  allo- 
eate  to  any  particular  item  its  just  pro- 
portion of  expenditure.  The  next  ques- 
tion to  which  he  woold  call  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  was  that  of  our  docks 
on  foreign  and  home  stations.  The  Com- 
mittee which  inquired  into  this  anbject  had 
dealt  with  it  in  no  narrow  sprit,  but  with  a 
vrish  that  doe  provision  should  he  made  for 
whatever  was  required  for  the  public  ser- 
vice. It  was,  therefore,  a  satisfsethm  to 
him  to  know  that  the  noble  Duke  at  the 
head  of  the  Admiralty  had  btmBolf  recently 
pmd  a  visit  to  Malta,  and  had  thus  become 
convinced  that  the  views  of  the  Committee 
of  last  year  were  correct,  and  that  they 
ooght  to  be  carried  into  effect.  He  was 
also  glad  to  find  that  the .  noble  Duke,  on 
his  way  home,  had  looked  iuto  the  port  of  Al- 
giers, where  he  must  have  seen  that  the  Qo- 
vemment  of  France  had  constructed  much 
larger  dock  accommodation  than  that  which 
the  Committee  thought  ought  to  bo  estab- 
lished at  Malta,  and  one  dock  oapable  of 
accommodating  the  largeat  armour-plated 
ship.  There  could  be  no  doubt  of  the 
expediency  of  having  in  every  part  of 
the  world  the  means  of  cleansing  our 
ships,  so  as  to  make  them  e&otivo 
for  service,  instead  of  relying  on  a  fo- 
reign Government  for  dock  accommodation 
or  sending  them  home.  He  would  next 
refer  to  the  ease  of  Bermuda.  A  promise 
had  been  made  that  some  competent  person 
should  be  sent  out  with  a  view  to  provide 
dock  aeeommodatton^f^|§^@o^t^ 
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hoped  that  a  really  oompeteat  and  •xpO' 
rienced  penon  would  be  introsted  with 
this  important  duty.  He  desired  to  express 
an  earnest  hope  that  we  should,  as  soon  as 
posuble,  have  in  that  island  a  dock  at 
which  onr  vessels  on  tiie  West  India  sta- 
tion coald  be  oleaned  and  r^i^rod.  Seren 
years  ago  an  order  was  issoed  by  the 
Admiralty  for  a  dock  at  Bermuda,  bat 
nothing  had  sinee  been  done  to  giro  effect 
to  that  order.  Another  point  was  the 
necesuty  of  concentrating  our  offioes  at 
Whitehall,  and  the  great  public  ioeon- 
Tenieuce  arising  from  the  present  di- 
rided  Admiralty  EstablishmeDts  at  White- 
hall and  Somerset  House.  This  pwnt  had 
not  been  referred  to  by  the  noble  Lord  in 
introducing  the  Estimates.  The  noble 
Lord  promised  last  year  that  he  would 
direet  his  attention  to  that  snbjeet  during 
the  reeess,  bnt  notiiing  appeared  to  have 
been  as  yet  done  in  the  mattv.  He 
would  next  otil  attention  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  of  last  year 
with  regard  to  the  closing  a  certain 
number  of  the  small  dockyards.  The 
Committee  did  not  treat  that  subject  as  one 
of  mere  expense ;  but  the  hon.  Member 
for  Birkenhead  (Ur.  Laird)  had  shown  in 
the  Committee  that  the  saving  thus  effected 
in  Bstablishment  charges  only  would,  if 
capitalised,  enabled  you  to  place  the  larger 
dockyards  in  a  most  effectire  state,  and 
would  result  in  great  economy  of  working. 
As  to  the  state  of  the  dockyards  generally, 
nothing  eoald  be  worse  than  the  present 
regulationa  with  respect  to  the  eeon«uising 
oflabonr.  In  great  establishments,  where 
labour  was  the  great  element  of  expense, 
ererything  ^onm  be  so  uranged  as  to 
economise  the  labour  as  mueH  as  possible. 
But  the  Gofemmeot  did  not  do  Uiis — on 
the  contrary,  their  whole  plan  and  arrange- 
ments  of  these  Establishments  were  such 
as  to  prerent  the  accomplishment  of  those 
results.  Thus,  at  Sheemess  there  were 
no  tramways;  everything  had  to  be  carried 
in  the  old  antiquated  way,  and  the  erect- 
ing and  engineers'  shops  were  pisoed  over 
the  mast  pond,  though  it  was  necessary, 
abore  all  tnmgs,  that  the  machinery  shoold 
hare  a  solid  foundation.  At  Chatham 
two  of  the  docks  were  oQcopied  with  build< 
tug,  and  two  others  covered  with  flooring 
and  with  workshops,  so  that  all  the  repairs 
bad  to  be  exeentea  in  the  riTar,  exposed  to 
the  ineonrenienee  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  the 
tide.  At  DeTOnport,  also,  cnuideraUe  in- 
conTenienee  and  expense  wara  eansed  by 
the  poaiUou  of  some  of  the  bnildings;  tiko 
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stores  mere  placed  imme^ately  qiposite  the 
basin,  and  the  erecting-shope  were  pUced 
at  the  back,  so  that  everythng  had  to  be 
carried  round  at  a  great  inerease  of  time 
and  trouble.  Agun,  in  most  of  the 
yards  the  smitheiies  and  foundries  were 
of  an  old  type.  He  was  quite  aware  that 
a  large  expenditure  would  be  neeessaiy 
in  oi^er  to  carry  out  these  improvementa, 
hot  nothing  was  so  ill-advised  as  the  con- 
tinuance of  a  permanent  evil  of  this  kind, 
and  he  was  sura  the  House  of  Commons 
never  grudged  paying  money  for  effective 
service  to  be  rendered.  Mr.  King,  the 
Chief  Engineer  of  the  United  States,  had 
visited  our  dockyards;  an  intimate  friend 
of  his  saw  him  immediately  afterwards  and 
asked  him  what  he  thought  of  them,  and 
his  reply  was,  he  should  have  thought  that 
Uie  whole  thing  had  been  eonstmeted 
shortly  after  the  Ark,  and  that,  knowing 
as  he  did  the  contrivance  for  saving  labour 
in  America,  he  was  profoundly  aslmii^ed 
that  the  Government  had  ever  permitted  m 
state  of  things  to  eontione  whidi  allowed 
such  a  loas  of  labour  to  take  place.  The 
next,  and  by  far  the  most  important  point, 
to  which  he  (Sir  Morton  Peto)  desired  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  was 
the  sUte  of  Her  Majesty's  Navy  at  the 
present  moment.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  (Sir  John  Pakington)  the  other 
night  drew  rather  a  dark  ptetura  on  this 
pomt;  bnt  he  (Sir  Morton  Peto)  had  made 
minute  and  careful  inquiry  from  reliable 
sources,  and  his  belief  was  that  the  state- 
meat  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  not  in 
the  slightest  degree  over-coloured;  tm  the 
contrary,  he  was  fully  persuaded  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  might  hafe  sud  madi 
more  than  he  did  say,  and  that  all  he  did 
say  could  be  fully  justified  on  proper  ex- 
amination. For  eight  or  nine  years,  when- 
ever the  Navy  Estimates  were  ^seussed, 
he  had  called  attention  to  the  impolicy  of 
proceeding  with  the  building  of  wooden 
veuels.  The  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of 
the  Admiralty  justified  the  use  of  wood  on 
the  sole  ground  that  the  conversion  of 
wooden  into  irm-sbeathed  vess^  effected 
a  ssving  of  time.  After  a  certain  number 
of  vessels  had  been  thus  converted,  Ur. 
Reed  was  appointed  Chief  Constraetor  of 
the  Navy,  and  then  the  pUn  was  adopted  of 
building  wooden  framw  oovered  with  in» 
armonr.  He  (Sir  Morton  Peto)  then  called 
attention  to  the  feet  that  sneh  taiads 
would  not  be  effective  or  serrieeable  u 
ships  of  war,  first,  because  you  wooU  not 
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two  roaterUlB ;  aad,  •econdljf  beeaote  it 
would  be  impotBibte  to  place  the  wood  in 
eonjimotioQ  with  the  iron  so  as  to  obtain 
darabilitj.  Brerj  one  eonTorsant  with 
shipbtttlding  wae  aware  If  a  hollow  space 
was  left  between  wooden  partitions  without 
the  means  of  Tsntilstion,  dry  rot  com- 
menced, and  Bo  it  would  be  with  these 
wooden  frames  and  Bcantrmg  upon  which 
the  iron  plates  were  placed.  From 
the  rerj  moment  the  plates  were  fixed 
decomposition  would  begin.  It  appeared 
from  the  Report  of  a  Committee  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  House  in  April,  1859,  that 
timber  ressels,  eTen  without  being  sheath- 
ed* and  haTing  the  timber  exposed,  required 
Ihorongh  repair  in  fifteen  jears,  and  that 
during  a  centurj  the  average  life  of  a 
timber  ship  had  not  been  on  the  whole 
thirtj  years.  He  should  say  that  from  the 
Tery  outset  wooden  f  eisels  were  too  weak 
to  earry  the  iren  plates.  The  noble  Lord 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  in  ad- 
dressing his  eonstituenta  during  the  au- 
tumn, sud  that  armour-plated  luiips  were 
unhealthy,  and  he  stated  that  as  an  excuse 
for  sending  a  wooden  three-decker  to  the 
Mediterranean.  The  noble  Lord  must  he 
aware  that,  were  he  in  command  of  that 
ship  and  were  a  war  to  break  out,  be 
woulA  be  obliged  to  go  with  the  ressel  to 
Malta  and  there  disband  the  sailors;  for  a 
gunboat  with  a  single  gun  would  annihilate 
the  ship  in  ten  minutes  after  the  commence- 
ment of  an  attack;  and  if  the  noble  Lord 
were  to  risk  the  Ktcb  of  1,100  men  under 
such  eircumstanoes  he  would  be  fairly 
answerable  for  the  loss  that  must  ensue. 
Now,  the  House  had  the  testimtHiy  of  the 
bon.  and  galUnt  Member  for  Wakefield 
(Sir  John  Bay)  that  iron  ressels  exhibited 
an  amount  of  healthiness  not  exceeded  by 
any  other  portion  of  Her  Majesty's  fleet. 
If,  then,  Uie  vesselt  armour-plated  on 
wooden  frames  were  unhealthy,  it  was 
simply  because  the  decomposition  of  the 
wood  was  going  on;  but  entire  iron  ships 
were  not  unhealthy  as  shown  by  the  re- 
turns ;  and  that  was  just  the  difference 
between  them  and  vessels  constructed 
partially  of  iron  and  wood.  He  would 
call  attention  to  another  fact  in  connec- 
tion with  the  woodeO'framed  vessels.  The 
noble  Lord  was  perfectly  aware  that  it  had 
become  desirable  to  remove  the  armour 
to  a  large  extent  from  the  hows  of  certain 
Wooden  vessels  in  order  to  render  them 
seaworthy.  The  oonsequeDce  was  that  if 
ft  shot  were  to  enter  the  unprotected  part 
of  the  bow  at  the  water-line  the  vessel 
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wotilct  be  sunk.  The  cii^c,  liotreveri  would 
be  di&'ereDt  if  tlie  vcasci  wore  of  iron  and 
built  with  bulkheads  and  naier-tigbt  dtfii- 
sianB,tiketbe  Warrior viA the BlatxFrino^ 
both  of  which  w^re  deugned,  he  believecU 
by  Mr.  Waits,  and  begun  when  the  riglii 
boD.  Member  for  Droitnich  nns  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty.  In  their  case,  if  a  shot 
enttre<]  lh&  bow  ami  tet  the  •antcr  in  the 
effect  would  be  simply  to  alter  the  flotation 
line  of  the  vessels  some  few  inches,  or 
perhaps  a  foot;  but  her  seagoing  qualities 
would  not  be  affected,  and  she  would  not 
be  rendered  unfit  as  a  vessel  of  war.  He 
would  now  draw  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  Pnnce  Alfred,  and  he  had 
taken  the  pains  to  have  careful  drawings 
made  of  every  part  of  the  vessel.  What 
was  the  history  of  this  ship  t  In  tbe  first 
place  she  was  a  three-decker,  conTe^te^ 
into  one  of  that  elais  of  vesseta  kiwnffi- W 
the  Prince  Consort  oTasa.  After 
port  that  Miat  veiiel  (the  ^Him ' 
tort)  was  nearly  lost,  the  Admiralty  Jeter- 
mined  to  alter  the  Prineo  Alfrta  again, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr,  Recti,  and  ahe 
was  converted  into  a  square-box  ship. 
The  centre  of  tbe  vessel  was  covered 
with  6-inch  armour,  tbe  end  with  4}- 
inch  armour,  and  the  water-line,  which 
was  generally  understood  to  require  the 
most  protection  with  but  4).  The  ves- 
sel, between  the  square  tower  and  the  end, 
was  without  armour  at  all,  so  that  her  steer- 
ing apparatus  and  rudder  were  exposed, 
and  a  rakiog  fire  from  an  enemy  might 
destroy  her  machinery  and  place  her  hon 
de  Gomhat.  Again,  the  port-holes  were  ao 
constructed  that  if  any  shots  struck  them 
the  whole  thing  must  give  way,  and  the 
ship  would  be  placed  ui  serious  danger. 
He  would  undertake  to  wf  that  any  one 
conversant  with  shipbuilding  would  ac- 
knowledge that  anything  like  the  Boyail 
Alfred  for  inefficiency  as  a  ship  of  war 
or  unfitnesB  for  sea  had  never  been 
seen ;  and  he  was  sure  that  a  Com- 
mittee of  balf-a-dozen  naval  officers  of  tbe 
same  standing  as  the  noble  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  would  come  to  the  same 
conclusion. 

He  wished,  in  the  next  place,  to  refer 
to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Reed  as  Chief 
Constructor  of  tbe  Navy,  He  felt  from 
the  first  that  that  appointment  was  a  great 
misfortaoe  to  that  gentleman  himself  and 
to  the  country.  He  was  told  that  Mr. 
Reed  had  oooopied  at  firat  the  position  of 
editor  to  a  periodieal ;  and,  seooDdly,  of 
secretary  to  an  Institntion  ot-whioh  tb* 
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right  hon.  Uember  for  Broitwicli  wu  Fre- 
udent — the  lostitotioD  of  Kavftl  Arehitects. 
Before  be  was  appointed  Constrnctor  of 
tiie  Navy,  Mr.  Reed  had  never  eonstnicted 
a  ship  in  bis  life.  The  House,  he  was  sure, 
would  feel  the  gravity  of  committing  the 
oonstroction  of  the  navy  of  this  country  to 
any  one  person,  however  talented  he  miglit 
be,  who  had  no  previous  experience.  From 
all  he  had  heard,  lie  had  reason  to  believe 
that  Hr.  Reed,  in  regard  to  professional 
talent,  was  really  a  clever  man,  and  in  all 
other  respects  perfectly  estimable.  There- 
fore it  was,  he  said,  that  it  was  aa  great  a 
misfortune  to  himself  as  it  was  to  the  country 
that  be  should  be  placed  in  snoh  a  position. 
Bat  the  appointment  of  a  person  so  little 
qualified  by  previous  exiwrienee  to  sneh  a 
responsible  aitnation  inanoed  him  to  enter- 
tain great  donbt  aa  to  the  administrative 
qualities  of  the  noble  Duke  nt  the  head  of 
the  Admiralty.  Everybody  who  knew  the 
noble  Duke  most  feel  for  him  the  highest 
esteem;  but  tn  dealing  with  the  important 
subject  of  the  navy,  all  personal  or  party 
considerations  mnst  be  pat  aside — it  was 
too  important  to  be  dealt  with  other  than 
in  the  most  open  manner  —  and  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Droitwich  exhibited  in  his  speech  the 
other  niglit  not  the  slightest  tinge  of  party 
feeling.  In  the  case  of  this  nppoiDtment 
of  Hr.  Reed,  he  was  sure  that  the  Oovern- 
ment  wonld  have  done  wiser  and  better  if 
tbejr  had  eontinaed  in  office  those  who  had 
so  wng  been  at  the  bead  of  the  Deparl- 
mmt.  Tbey  might  then  bare  wisely  used 
Ur.  Reed's  talents,  and  Uie  whole  thing 
might  have  been  condncted  without  dis- 
placing those  who  had  already  shown  so 
much  capacity,  while  the  country  would 
feel  that  they  were  in  safer  hands  than  by 
committing  that  duty  to  a  gentleman  who 
had  no  practical  experience.  The  Govern- 
ment was  at  present  practically  throwing 
aside  all  the  old  talent  of  the  country,  and 
trusting  to  a  single  and  undisciplined  mind. 
What  was  the  evidence  given  by  men  quali- 
fied to  offer  an  opinion  on  these  matters  f 
In  the  Report  presented  by  the  Select 
Committee  on  toe  Board  of  Admiralty  in 
1861,  Bear  Admiral  Elliot  vould  be  found 
to  have  said — 

"  I  UuDk  the  doUes  of  tha  CoatroUtr  are  quite 
rafflDisntl;  laboriona  without  Us  being  at  the 
Board  to  repveMnt  his  Depsrtment  thwe ;  and  I 
do  not  think  he  osn  give  snBMent  time  to  the 
questioB  of  ezperimorti  and  srieatWo  improve- 
nwats  irtiioh  are  eoastanUy  eomiog  before  the 
Beard.  .  .  .  There  are  many  Uuogs  oon- 
neoted  with  the  flttiogB  of  ships  at  tUi  monsnt 
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which  have  been  oonBtantIr  inqmted  bto  and 
reported  on,  and  an  atiU  nnaUwed,  owug,  I 
think,  if  1  Blight  bs7  so,  to  a  eertaia  amoant  of 
prejndiofl  in  the  Snrveror'i  {or  Oontrolier'i)  De- 
partment. I  am  of  opioioD  ^at  these  things  woold 
be  remedied  by  befaig  ventilated  bafim  an  indo- 
pendeat  Committee  of  seientMo  mm.  .  .  . 
The  Coatroller  OMi  Uj  bis  plans  and  soaestioas 
before  the  Board ;  I  think  that  tbejr  sEmU  be 
veDtilsted  by  an  independent  Committee,  and  I 
think  we  thoold  save  many  mistakes  thereby. 
...  I  have  frequently  beard  it  stated  that 
naval  oflleers  an  so  Ml  of  siggestiMn  Ibr  In- 
pmvemeota  that  it  is  imposdUa  to  attoad  to  tbem. 
I  think  that  a  Gosmultee  wonld  just  be  tho 
means  of  weeding  all  these  plans  and  inTentions, 
and  bringinft  the  best  of  them  to  the  notioa  of  tho 
Admiralty." 

He  (ISir  Morton  Peto)  could  not  too  strongly 
press  on  the  attention  of  the  Govemmeot 
the  expediency  of  appointing  a  Committee 
of  that  kind,  from  irfaioh  he  thought  a 
great  amount  of  benefit  would  be  derived. 

He  wished  now  to  turn  for  a  few  momenta 
to  the  subject  of  Captain  Cowper  Coles'a 
invention  of  the  turret  ship.  And,  first, 
be  felt  bound  to  express  to  his  noble  Friend 
the  general  feeling  prevalent  in  the  publie 
mind  that  Captain  Coles  had  not  received 
justice  at  the  hands  of  the  Government,  or 
that  amount  of  consideration  which  the 
importance  of  his  inrention  demanded.  It 
was  also  the  conviction  of  many  seientifie 
and  practical  men  that  the  Government 
had  not  at  present  any  vessel  of  war  ap- 
prooehing  th^Sogal  Shnereignia  effective- 
ness for  harbour  defence.  They  were 
now.  it  appeared,  about  to  allow  Captain 
Coles  to  design  a  turret  ship  which  should 
be  a  sea-going  vessel ;  but  he  thought  that 
in  this  matter  they  had  begun  at  the  wrong 
end.  Instead  of  giving  Csptnin  Coles  an  okl 
three-decker  to  be  cut  down  for  a  harbour 
ship,  they  ought  first  to  have  allowed  him 
to  try  his  hand  on  a  sea-going  veasel ;  and 
then  if  she  had  not  answered  their  purpose 
as  a  sea-going  vessel,  she  wonld  have  done 
very  welt  for  harbour  defence.  And  here 
he  begged  to  ask  why  the  Government  did 
not  furnish  the  House  with  Captain  Sherard 
Osbom's  Report?  When  inventions  of  thie 
sort  were  committed  for  observation  to 
officers  of  great  experience,  not  to  make 
the  report  publie,  gave  it  the  character  of 
a  public  document.  In  keeping  it  from 
them  they  were  net  treated  with  proper 
respect ;  and  if  the^  did  not  give  the  House 
the  means  of  arriving  at  the  right  eoneln- 
sion,  they  most  not  be  indignant  irith  them 
if  they  formed  conclusions  upon  such  know- 
ledge as  could  be  otherwise  obtained.  On 
one  occasion  a  report  having  been  made 
by  Rear  Admiral  fiol^^n^^^ig^n 
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of  the  Bhipt  in  the  Cb»flnel  tqnadroD, 
that  offlefer  ootnflained  in  Ms  efWwwe  that 
ooly  pwtiooft  flf  his  R«tani  irm  produ««d 
before  the  Dockyard  Commisrion,  and  that 
these  dfd  not  practically  eonrey  th«  dSect 
of  the  whole.  AH  that  he  saM  in  fiiToor 
of  the  ships  ns  giren,  while  all  that  be 
said  against  them  was  oBsitted.  The  day 
had  gone  by  vhen  there  oaght  to  be  any 
mystery  ahont  these  raattere.  The  HoDse 
was  entitled  to  hare  the  mans  affarded 
it  of  forming  *  soDnd  jadgment  opoo  them. 
It  w«8  a  mistake  to  sappose  that  (be  eon* 
tents  (tf  these  docaments  were  not  known. 
The  withholding  of  CaptMO  Sherard  0»- 
born's  Report  did  not  prerent  the  nation 
ttom  learning  indirectly  what  it  contained. 
He  believed  that  he  knew  much  of  what 
Captain  Osbom's  opinions  were  as  to  Cap- 
tain Coles's  ships;  but  if  he  were  not  quite 
accurate  in  coDTeyiag  them  to  the  Com- 
mittee lie  mast  be  fbrgiren  for  the  resson 
he  had  mentioned.  He  understood,  then, 
that  Captun  Osbom  had  stated— 

"  On  all  ooesiknu  the  ship  behaTedrsmarkabljr 
well.  Sbs  is  more  booTant  than  I  ibould  bsve 
aBtioipated  ;  Tory  bat  conridering  how  eoarte  a 
bow  ■he  hu,  and  not  wetter  than  tnigbt  be  ex- 
peotedfor  aTMselparyosdireatdown  ftrhaibonr 
defence  eolf. 

That  cave  them  msontobdiere  that  Cap* 
tain  Colea  woaM  he  to  eonstnwt  ft 
sea-going  ship  on  the  tnrret  piiwnj^. 
Captain  Osbom  farther  swd — 

"The  turrets  and  guns  work  admirably.  We 
ban  now  fired  in  all  17T  rounds  under  all  con- 
ditions; ^nilUnf  of  the  ship  does  not  aOnt  the 
OTolatknu  of  rither  tonek  or  gun.'* 

That  indioated  the  aohierement  of  a  great 
sttocess  in  those  partientars.  An  important 
question  was  bow  ships  eonld  be  made  to 
carry  most  effectiTely  the  largest  gno.  On 
that  point  Captain  Osbom  said — 

*■  I  see  no  limit  to  the  weight  of  ordnance 
wMch  may  be  worited  apoo  tbe  tsnvt  prinoiple, 
and  there  are  nanf  wajri  in  wbM)  the  revolving 
platform,  ^lart  from  the  Iron-essed  turret,  might 
be  applied  with  the  beat  result  to  mj  of  our  or- 
dinary oruieera,  whethor  of  wood  or  Iron.  As  jret 
w«  bsTS  not  oarrisd  away  a  gnn-bresefaiag  nor 
hart  so  uaob  as  a  nuui's  flonr  nail  in  Un  wwt 
Jng  of  onr  gttns  and  turrets." 

That  was  exoeodingly  aatiilMtory.  Gi^ 
tMo  Osbom  proeeeded — 

"  I  am  of  opinion  that  tbe  Itojfal  Sovenign  as 
she  now  stands  is  the  most  fermidable  Tessel  of 
war  I  have  ever  besa  on  board  of.  She  would 
euily  destroy,  if  her  guns  were  rifled,  any  of  oar 
present  iron-ctada,  whe^er  of  the  Warrior,  Hector, 
or  AtfMoreA  elssa.  Her  bsndlneaa,  speed,  weight 
of  broad^ds,  and  ths  smdl  target  she  oflkrs^  In- 
srsase  tsafcld  hsr  powsrs  ef  s—  iiM  wd  ninal; 
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sad  I  bsUsva  I  Bsa  mr  wagr  to  filing  by  eight  froa 
a  turret  with  as  nroeh  aoeoraqy  aslgr  day,  so  loqg 
as  the  enemy  is  viuble." 

If  that  were  so.  surely  the  House  had  a 
right  to  demand  that  the  most  complete 
trial  of  that  principle  should  be  made.  He 
had  placed  himself  in  communication  with 
several  officers  in  command  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's vessels  and  who  were  in  the  Roads 
when  the  Royal  So<o§reign  was  exercised. 
;  and  he  had  it  from  them  that  that  feuA 
was  without  question  the  most  effsetiTe 
evor  yet  oonstmctedt  and  that  no  single 
vessel,  in  thmr  judgment  — ■  not  even  nie 
Warrior  herself  —  eould  possibly  stand 
against  the  turret  jHinoiple  eiiectually  ap- 
plied.   One  of  hia  iofbrmanta  said  tbaW 

"Vesaels  like  tbe  Sofal  SoMntgn  are  adni- 
rably  oaUnlatod  tor  tbe  dsfanoe  of  As  eossti^ 

harboura,  and  roadsteads  of  Groat  Britain,  With 
twelve  Booh  converted  vessels  tbe  fleet  might  l>e 
sent  abroad  to  fight  an  enemy,  and  we  comd 
secure  at  home,  come  what  mfght ;  the  more  so 
as  any  naval  ottoer  wonU  undertalu  to  mA 
and  fight  these  Tsassta^  if  msnasd  Ijy  srtiUor- 
men,  with  only  a  dosen  siUIms  to  steer  anl 
take  the  lead/' 

That  was  a  most  important  ooDsidenttiom 
If  the  Gorerament  had  such  a  ressel,  a 
great  question  arose  as  to  the  necessity  of 
land  forts  bey<Hid  those  already  ordwed. 
A  pamphlet  had  Jost  been  pnUi^ed  by  a 
Captain  Stewart  whioh  dealt  with  these 
subjeets  io  a  very  sati^otory  wftj,  and 
showed  that  two  guns  in  a  voisel  on  the 
turret  principle  would  be  as  eflSaotiro  as  a 
mueh  larger  number  of  guns  oo  a  land 
fort.  He  bad  the  means  of  knowing  what 
was  going  oo  in  Ameriea,  and  he  found 
that  the  whole  of  the  Jfbnttors  now  used 
by  the  Federals  in  America  were  what 
were  teebnically  termed  "incompleted  ves- 
sels"—  that  was  to  say,  they  were  built 
up  to  a  certain  height  so  as  to  render  them 
useful  for  purposes  of  harbour  defenee, 
harbour  attaok,  or  service  along  the  coast; 
but  they  all  eould  be  built  up  the  sides, 
not  neoeaaarily  armour-plated,  but  with  a 
thinner  easing,  so  aa  to  qualify  them  to 
eroBB  the  Atlantio  or  undertake  extended 
voyages.  It  did  not  therefore  follow  bo- 
cause  theae  veasels  had  suffered  severely 
in  a  storm  when  pasung  simply  from  port 
to  port,  that  tfaey  could  not  be  built  up  at 
a  oomparativelj  small  expense,  and  sent  to 
any  part  of  the  world.  He  wiahed  also 
to  call  attention  to  Fort  Fisher.  The  fitU 
of  that  fort,  after  making  all  due  allowanoo 
for  a  little  American  bombast,  seemed  to 
teacb  us  two  lesson»--fir«t,  that  a  fort  unlesa 
armed  with  oidwuMe  thai  eoidd^tBiir 
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imii-oImIb  ait  a  eoDHdeniUe  flbtenee  was 
melm;  and  second,  that  forts  on  the  sea- 
board bailt  of  any  material  bat  iron  irere 
Bpee^ilj  aileneed  by  the  heavy  guns  now 
nsed  afloat  in  turret  ships.  So^^mtiTewas 
the  flrfng  of  «Hne  of  the  IfiMttort,  and  so 
completely  were  the  embrasures  destroyetl 
that,  in  one  instance,  of  sixteen  men  at  one 
of  the  fort  guns  all  were  kitted  within  ten 
inTnates  after  the  attack  was  commenced. 
Unless  the  entire  face  of  the  fort  was  co- 
vered with  iron,  no  dependence  ooold  be 
placed  on  it  when  attacked  by  turret  gsns. 
"Vnthont  raising  again  the  question  of  ships 
versos  forts,  he  might  fairly  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  one  thing  which 
had  been  almost  lost  sight  of  in  the  diseus- 
sioB  with  regud  to  6zed  forta — They  had 
not  sufficiently  estimated  the  enormous 
cost  of  arming  these  forts.    He  did  not 
blame  the  Government  for  not  having  fore- 
•eea  this  ;  but  the  lessoo  ho  derivwl  from 
the  fset  was  tfiat  it  now  became  the  duty 
of  the  Govennent  to  inquire  very  seriously 
into  the  question  how  far  it  was  desirable 
to  extend  these  fortifications  beyond  what 
the  House  was  already  pledged  to,  and 
whether  it  woold  not  be  mwh  wiser  to 
build  harbour-defence  vess^s  on  the  turret 
princij^e  ihan  "to  cover  other  portions  of 
4he  coast  with  forte.    His  opinion  on  the 
fiubject  of  those  forts  was  so  strong  that 
he  had  divided  the  House  against  tleir 
'■erection ;  but  the  House  having  given  thrir 
ftdfaesion  to  the  poliey  of  the  GovermneMt, 
lie  took  the  question  as  decided ;  b«t  there 
remained  the  qneation  of  the  enormous  eost 
iof  the  ordnanee  to  arm  these  forts.  We 
wef«  ftdvanoittg  day  by  day  in  ^xpnieiKe 
SIS  to  the  amonr-oovering  of  onr  vessels, 
Tendering  them  more  and  anore  impene- 
trable by  shot.    Wa  most,  therefore,  have 
guns  in  these  forts  of  the  most  effective 
■class.   If  these  forts  were  completed  there 
inust  he  the  number  of  guns  required, 
■about  2,000  ;  whereas  there  were  at  pre- 
vent manufactured  only  something  like 
twenty-one.    He  conM  not  understand  the 
policy  of  spending  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  pounds  in  completing  forts  without  hav- 
ing gans  to  arm  them.    In  the  Defence 
-Oommissioners'  Report  of  1860,  which 
committed  us  to  this  extensive  system  of 
forts,  it  would  be  found  that  the  seaboard 
guns  required  for  the  eoast  batteifea  wen 
—for  Spithead,  915 guns;  the  Keedles, 
81 J  Isle  of  Wight,  71 ;  Plymouth,  262  ; 
Pembroke,  43  ;  Portland,  200 ;  Thames, 
110?  Medway,  172;  Dover,  45?  Cork. 
tt6-^h  all  1,944.  ^t  proeeai  thetvmM 
Sir  Morton  Ftto  - 


not  a  gun  m  these  fwts  of  the  slightest 
use  against  ironclads  in  ease  i^  war,  tbey 
most  be  aamtied  witii  effective  guns  ud 
steel  shot.  And  what  would  be  t£e  ooak  of 
guns  and  ammunition  alone,  without  ear- 
riages  and  equipment  t  Taking  the  average 
cost  of  9,  II,  and  15-ineh  bore  gone  at 
£4.066. 1,944  guns  Houldoost£7,904.304; 
and  with  100  steel  shot  and  100  steel  sbeUa 
each  gun,  at  £25  per  round,  200  rounds 
and  equipmeots  would  oost  £9,720,000 — 
being  a  total  of  £17,624,304,  as  the  cost 
of  arming  the  forts  now  in  the  course  of 
oonstroctitHi.  How  many  pennies  per  pound 
would  the  Ctianoellor  of  tiie  Exebeqoer 
have  to  pot  on  the  income  tax,  in  order  te 
cover  tbist  How  many  years  woold  it 
take  before  these  forts  had  an  armament 
whioh  would  make  them  of  any  use  ?  And 
if  ever  th^  were  armed,  how  long  woold 
it  be  before  thehr  armamente  were  again 
superseded  by  something  better  t  Furihw 
than  this,  thar  sea  faces  must  be  oovered 
with  iron  if  they  were  not  to  be  speedDy 
silenced  by  ironclad  ships  wtth  monster 
guns.  How  many  tons  of  iron  would  this 
take,  and  bow  much  would  it  cost  ?  Con- 
sidering the  great  expense  and  scarcity  <^ 
these  gunSf  should  we  not  find  greater 
protection  from  a  smaller  number  in  move- 
able batteries  than  from  stationary  forts 
requiring  J  ,944  guns,  wUeh  eonld  not  be 
effectively  supplied  ? 

He  now  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  the  position  of  inventors 
in  regard  to  the  Admiralty.  A  very  im> 
portent  qnestion  has  lately  been  decided 
m  the  eonrts  of  law — he  alluded  to  the 
ease  of  "  The  Qseen  «.  Feather,"  in  wbieh 
the  Government  had  pleaded  tiio  Qoeea's 
prersgatiTo  in  bur  ef  uie  right  of  a  paten- 
tee. He  had  read  with  great  pain  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice's  charge  in  that  case. 
It  was  evident  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  was 
perfectly  convinced  that,  although,  in  point 
of  law,  the  Queen's  prerogative  might  be 
so  pleaded,  it  was  qnestionable  both  in 
point  of  policy  and  puolio  morality.  They 
ell  knew  the  common  saying  that  corpora- 
tions bad  no  souls  ;  hut  it  was  very  impor 
taut  that  a  Goveroment  should  have  both 
morality  and  a  owselence,  for  if  inventors 
found  themselves  in  a  position  tn  which  the 
Queen's  prerogative  was  pleaded  in  bar  of 
their  rights,  important  inveotions  would  be 
taken  to  the  French  OovemflBoitr  or  to 
RnssiSr  where  ioveaton  were  reomved  with 
open  arms,  and  treated  with  every  possible 
respect,  soientifio  men  being  appointed  to 
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MbpM  flur  •ompwwtion  wm  ftwardecl. 
jDnaCm  were  n%  all  events  treated  vith 
retpeot,  and  if  dissppointed  in  their  eipeo- 
tetioas.  tfasj  bed  the  benefit  of  ubmitUng 
their  ecbemee  to  %  fair  ezomiDatioD,  Tbia 
va*  really  a  verj  important  qaeBtion.  for 
he  ronat  eay  to  bis  noble  Friend  the  Seore* 
of  the  AdmirsUyr  that  seme  ioTentions 
been  brought  under  the  notice  of  that 
Departmnntt  whioh  bad  not  obtained  fur 
emeideratioa.  He  would  instance  the  ease 
of  a  poor  but  intelligent  inventor  who  bad 
been  reeommended  by  one  of  the  most 
eminent  engineer  offiens  in  the  servioe,  in 
a  letter  in  which  the  gallant  o0ieer  said— 

"  I  send  70a  a  poor  fellow-  wbobu  not  a  ihillinff 
fat  fall  pook«t,  bat  muff  bnbn  In  Idi  lw«d ;  ud  I 
think  jtM  irill  0itd  him  worthjr." 

The  repoti  of  experiments  at  Shoebnrjnesa 
appewed  to  couotensnce  the  idea  that  the 
thickw  the  armour^platiogt  the  more  it  wet 
to  be  relied  upon  ;  whereas,  he  maintained 
that  the  power  of  reststanoe  depended 
not  so  mnoh  on  the  thiokness  of  the  plate 
OS  the  ohanioter  of  the  backing.  He  (Sir 
Morton  Peto)  examined  the  inrention,  and 
mdertook  to  pPDvide  Hr.  Chalmers  with 
£U25Q  for  the  trial  of  his  target,  on  the 
nnderstanding  that  if  the  Geremment 
bought  the  thing  he  should  be  repaid;  that 
if  it  fuled.  he  (Sir  Morton  Peto)  shonld 
bear  the  loss,  and  that  in  no  ease  wonld  he 
oocept  a  shilling  of  profit.  Well,  the  tar- 
get was  tried,  and  for  the  tiara  die  h^ws 
of  Mr.  Chalmers,  like  those  ef  many  anoUier 
poor  intentor  who  had  gone  to  the  Go»em- 
ment,  were  frustrated.  The  Gorernment, 
no  doubt,  gave  him  a  oheok  for  his  ex> 
penses,  hot  little  more  had  been  done  for 
him.  Again,  he  did  not  think  diat  Trot- 
man's  anchor  had  reoeired  from  the  Ad- 
miralty the  attention  which  it  merited. 
The  short  and  the  loog  of  it  was  that 
Boards  of  Admiralty,  as  at  present  con* 
stitoted,  did  not  treat  praetioal  questions 
of  this  kind  in  the  way  most  eendoeire  to 
the  interests  of  the  eonntry,  and  in  his 
opinion  nothing  but  a  radical  reform  in  the 
eonstitntioa  of  the  Board  wonld  eflect  any 
beneficial  change  in  tiiis  reipeot.  Among 
otiier  ertdence  taken  in  regard  to  the  Ad- 
mwalfy  in  1861,  that  given  by  Captain 
B.  J.  Snllivan,  an  officer  of  mnch  expe- 
rieooe,  was  vorthy  of  notice.  That  gen- 
tlemen complained  of  the  great  delay  in- 
curred by  the  Admiralty  in  adopting  the 
improvements  which  were  broognt  before 
them.  Fm-  example,  he  stated  ^at  it 
took  twenty  yeara  to  oonvinoe  them  that 
ligbtning  emdMlon  were  vt^iiind  for  tb* 


navy,  and  a  great  loss  of  life  and  property 
was  caused  by  the  neglect  to  provide  these 
uecessary  safeguards  for  ships.  Since 
tbey  were  introduced  there  bad  not  been  a 
single  man  or  spar  lost  by  Itghtning-  Cap- 
tain Sullirui  mentioned  a  ease  in  which 
lightniog  conductors  were  taken  out  of  a 
ship  that  was  paid  off,  and  another  line-of- 
battle  ship  applied  for  them  and  was  re* 
fused.  The  latter  then  sailed  to  the  Me. 
ditwranean  without  them,  was  struck  by 
lightning,  and  nearly  lost  altogether,  fire 
men  bemg  killed  by  the  accident.  A  great 
deal  of  time  was  wasted  in  repurs,  whicb 
also  caused  eonsidmble  expense.  Thai 
was  an  illustration  1^  the  way  in  which  the 
Government  behaved  in  sncb  cases.  In 
faot,  the  witness  he  woa  quoting  said  that 
the  impression  was  tiiat  nnless  a  project 
emanated  from  lome  man  in  high  position^ 
there  was  great  difficulty  in  getting  it 
adopted.  Of  course,  in  oensuriog  the  Qo^ 
verameot  and  the  Admiralty,  he  did  not 
refer  to  the  present  or  to  any  particnlar 
Administration,  but  to  tlie  Boards  gene- 
rally. He  h^  that  there  ou^t  to  be  a 
Scientific  Cemnsittee  connected  with  thoi 
Admiralty  to  look  after  these  thiols,  and 
that  the  deeisiott  upon  iaventions  dieuld 
not  be  left  to  the  soind  of  a  single  mMi 
howeter  aoconplisbed* 

There  never  was  a  time  when  the  state 
of  the  navy  could  by  any  possibilil^  de- 
mand the  Intention  Farliamnnt  mwa 
than  at  present.  He  intended  in  tlift 
course  ^  a  few  nights  to  ask  for  a  Betnm, 
showing  the  exact  state  of  Her  Majesty's 
sh^,  and  how  long  it  would  take,  to  pub 
the  ships  now  in  ordinary  in  a  condition 
for  going  to  sea,  if  a  war  occurred.  He 
had  been  told— be  knew  not  whether  oor-^ 
rectly — that  it  wonld  require .  something 
like  four  years  to  pnt  the  engines  of  vessels 
now  in  harbour  at  Portsmouth  into  an 
efilsctire  oondition  for  aotive  service.  Such 
a  stato  of  things  as  this  ot^bt  not  to  exist. 
A  grave  injustice  had  been  done  to  those 
who,  like  himself,  sat  in  the  House  and 
night  after  night  drew  attration.  to  tiie 
state  of  our  naval  affurs.  It  was  aUoged: 
that  they  preferred  econony  to  the  honour 
of  the  eonntry,  and  that  they  would  rather 
cut  down  tbe  Estimates  than  place  in  th» 
hands  of  Her  Majesty's  Qovwnmeot  the- 
means  of  protecting  the  safety  and  kononr 
of  the  oonnti^.  He  indignantly  repudiated 
the  idea.  He  said  that  the  House  of 
Commons  during  the  last  five  years  had 
given  the  Gevemment  ££8,000,000  of 
nioMV,  aid  he  »a«tej.g^  k|gi,@eJt5g^ 


tary 
had 


1M7 


tkmmlu— 


(COmrOHBI        JTMy  JMM«—  IMS 


Ae  preuDt  monrnt  we  kai  •  Bavy  wUeh. 
IF  hostiti^  anfBTtWMt^  bnka  out,  vu 
•qua!  to  the  emergeooy.  He  had  not  the 
digbtest  hesitation  in  trying  that  we  had 
not.  The  ramarkB  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet the  Member  for  DrcHtwieh  (Sir  John 
Pakingtoo)  were  not  at  all  erer-strataed  ; 
and  from  what  he  obeerrad,  and  what  he 
heard  even  from  oflBeers  in  the  aerriee,  a 
great  portion  of  the  ^ipe  reeentlj  sent  to 
aea.  all  armoOr-plated,  whether  on  iron  or 
wooden  frames,  were  not  seaworthy,  or 
anch  as  in  a  great  emeigeoey  vould  render 
effectual  aerriee.  New,  that  was  a  poai- 
tton  in  which  the  eoontry  oagbt  not  to  be 
piaeed,  and  it  was  their  duty  in  that  fiooae 
to  demand  an  ample  explanation  from  Her 
]|qeaty*s  Goremment.  He  reeo)  looted  a 
■hort  time  hefora  the  Crtmaan  war  they 
w««  frequently  met  with  the  stateBont 
that  Her  Uajeety's  army  waa  in  a  most 
effectire  state,  and  equal  to  any  emergeaoy. 
But  what  waa  the  result  when  they  came 
to  hare  that  statement  tested?  There 
was  BO  Member  of  that  Houae  who  eenld 
look  back  to  the  time  of  the  Crimean  war 
as  one  by  any  means  bonoorabla  to  the 
administratire  talents  o(  the  ooantiy  ;  and 
be  believed  that  at  that  moment  they  would 
find  themselTes  aa  lamentably  detent  in 
regard  to  the  fleet  as  we  wwe  then  in  re- 
gwrd  to  the  army.  He  made  those  remarks 
from  a  senee  of  imperatire  duty,  and  he 
traeted  that  the  Goremment  woold  not 
idlttw  thiiws  to  remain  aa  they  wm.  The 
Hoose  hada  right  to  a  full  inqniiy  into  this 
questiw,  and  he  was  determined  as  a  Mem- 
her.  to  exeniae  that  right  He,  therefore, 
gave  notice  of  his  intention,  in  a  fow  eren- 
ings  henee,  to  move  for  the  appoiotment  of  a 
Committee,  and  he  trusted  the  GoTemment 
voold  grant  it  aad  thereby  afford  them  the 
oppertnoity  of  examining,  without  an  iota 
of  party  oonsiderations,  into  the  truth  of 
tiie  allegationa  made,  whilst  simply  bear- 
ing the  fact  in  mind  that  on  both  sides  of 
tiio  House  one  eommon  feeKng  existed, 
without  reforenee  to  fHj  [wKties,  of 
mmntaintng  tlie  hoDonr  and  ww-hnng  of 
the  eeuntiy. 

AsiUBU  WAIiCOTT  :  Sir,  I  hare  lis. 
tened  with  muob  attentioa  te  the  iuge- 
aious,  ingmoona,  clear,  and  eandtd  atale- 
oMnt  ef  the  neUe  Lord  the  Secretary  of 
the  Admindty,  hkI  with  equal  attention  to 
^  aMe  and  ma^  eritieiama  of  the  right 
hen.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Droitwieh 
(Sir  Jeiku  Pakington),  After  snoh  mble 
ud  lengthened  stateroeata  made  in  regard 


te  the  efBoieney  or  otberwiw  of  tin  utt,  which  gatlMied  is  ihe^MrtT  rWVf  h** 


I  am  faidispoaed  to  weary  tfie  Cc 
by  any  lengthened  obawvatiMW  of  myowm. 
I  will  therefore  eeafine  that  which  I  pro- 
pose to  say  to  a  very  fow  reusarks,  wfaiah 
shall  be  brief  and  will,  I  hope,  be  strietly 
to  the  point  Now.  in  tiw  first  place,  I 
most  exprem  how  desidedly  I  depreeato 
the  redoetions  conteoiplated  I7  the  Board 
of  Admiralty  in  the  seamen  W  tho  navy, 
the  Coastguard,  and  the  Marines.  With 
regard  to  the  seamen  the  propoeed  redne- 
tion  is  HO  deobt  small.  The  noble  Ijord 
the  Seoretaiy  of  tlie  Admiralty  gave  aa  a 
reason  for  this  diotinntion  of  seamea,  that 
inasmoch  as  oar  ships  were  now  oenstruc^ 
ed  generally  of  iron  uatead  of  wood  the 
same  mmbov  of  aeameo  aa  her^sfoie  em- 
ployed were  not  aecessaiy.  I  will  aimA 
that  diat  foot  offsrad  acme  justiieatiaD  far 
a  rednotioB.  Wkh  reforenee  to  the  pce- 
posed  redoetien  ef  the  Coastgnard  Um 
aoUe  Lord  said  that  aa  the  praetioe  ef 
smnggling  had  greatly  lessened  of  late 
years  there  waa  not  Uie  aame  reason  aa 
ezuted  formerly  for  keeping  np  ao  large  a 
force  of  eSeera  and  saso.  But  I  beg  leave 
to  call  the  noble  Lord's  attention  to  these 
foots,  that  the  aerriee  of  the  Coaatgnard. 
is  eooduoted  by  m«i  who  for  a  eoawdet- 
abfo  namber  of  years  had  exhibited  tho 
most  admirable  loyalty,  foithfulaeaa,  anA 
nsefobiesa  ia  tbdr  profossion  afloat ;  that 
it  waa  looked  upoa  by  those  men  who  had 
served  many  yeara  in  Her  Hajeaty*a  aavj 
aa  a  demrable  serTiee  to  be  pronieted  to ; 
and  Ukewiso  it  afforded  ao  ezedfont  ^par- 
tnni^  te  the  Admiralty  by  wludi  to  otow 
eSeient  aeunen  abodd  eiieumataneea  artao 
requiring  again  thmr  active  aerrioea  aa 
formerly  had  been  the  ease  for  manning  an 
the  momeat  the  Baltic  fleet  on  the  eeoasiim 
of  the  late  war-  with  Rossia.  Now  with 
r^pird  to  the  proposed  redootioa  in  the 
Marines,  no  expression  of  eulogy  that 
oould  escape  my  lipa  woald  be  stranger 
than  that  force  dtterved.  Those  men  were 
well  trained  and  posseaMd  all  the  qualitiea 
of  good  soldiers,  and  were  invaluable  ob 
boani  the  fleet  I  therefore  eooaidcr  it 
onjaat  and  iU-jndged  to  redoee  or  to  dia- 
plaee  the  number  propoeed  in  seamen. 
Coaatgnard.  and  Marines,  mere  espemally 
at  the  preaent  moment,  when  it  ia  erident 
that  there  is  a  small  eUnd  gathering  in 
the  for  west  which  may  sooa  barat  iala  m 
fsarfnl  storm  over  our  beads,  when  we  may 
need  all  our  resouroea  to  stem  its  violeoeo. 
I  rceoHect  previous  to  the  Criaman  war 
that  we  had  beeo  waraed  of  a  amoU  dead 
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6T6r»  dHr^puded  that  wanung.  The  tem- 
pest broke  oTer  onr  headi.  It  found  as 
Ul  prepered  to  oopo  wHh  ita  TudeMe.  The 
eonaequeneee  were  that  together  with  the 
leu  of  A  large  portion  of  oar  army,  who 
were  maioly  lacnfieed  bj  the  want  of  due 
preparation,  that  war  inTolved  us  in  an 
expenditure,  independent  of  our  usual  Es- 
timates, of  £100,000,000.  I  will  now 
proceed  to  remark  upon  the  coDstraetion 
of  our  ships.  It  appears  to  me  that  no 
preooutton  can  be  too  great  in  timeljr  fore- 
thought given  to  the  design  of  our  ships 
Iwfore  thej  are  eonmenced,  and  although 
the  greatest  econom j  ought  to  be  obserred 
in  regard  to  the  taxation  of  the  coontrj, 
jet  only  so  far  as  it  maj^  be  compatible  with 
tlie  integrity  of  our  national  defenoes.  We 
h«Te  three  or  four  olassea  of  men-of-war, 
bet  there  is  not  eren  two  of  them  of  eqnal 
•peed.  Now,  the  Committee  ahooM  re- 
member that  in  the  event  of  war  arising 
in  a  distant  quarter  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  us  to  hare  an  efficient  fleet 
capable  of  equal  speed  so  as  to  intercept 
the  Tessels  of  an  enemy.  It  is  to  be 
rembered  that  when  in  the  year  1805,  a 
French  fleet  escaped  from  Toulon  and 
suled  for  the  West  Indies  they  arrived 
and  placed  several  of  our  islands  under 
heavy  oontributiona  and  returned  in  safety 
to  the  shores  of  France.  True  it  was  they 
were  followed  by  the  Mediterranean  fleet 
under  Lord  Nelson,  but  owing  to  the  bad 
aatling  of  some  of  his  ships  he  was  ao  re- 
taided  in  his  eflforts  to  overtake  them  that 
on  arrival  in  the  West  Indies  he  learnt  to 
his  dismay  th^  had  departed  for  Europe, 
and  that  bis  anxious  chase  had  been  fruit- 
less.  No  doubt  the  Warrior  in  speed  is 
a  great  success.  I  have  nothing  to  say 
against  that  ship  except  her  length  is  so 
great  as  to  make  her  unhandy  as  regards 
management  and  space  in  tacking  or 
wearing.  Nevertheless,  she  is  a  good 
sea-going  ship  in  many  particulars,  and 
able  in  speed  to  contend,  nay  exceed,  the 
finest  vessel  of  any  other  Power  that  could 
be  brought  against  her.  If,  however,  the 
Admirslty  continue  to  iron-plate  our  ships 
all  round,  and  make  them  tbua  invulner- 
able both  to  shot  and  shell,  they  must 
be  reminded  they  will  be  placing  a  dead 
and  danfferona  weight  upon  them,  which 
(though  I  am  no  alarmist,  and  most  unwil- 
ling to  shake  the  oonfldence  of  the  gal- 
lant men  that  are  to  man  them)  would 
create  in  my  mind  a  feeling  of  axiety  as 
to  their  safety  in  a  heavy  sea  and  severe 
weather.   The  noble  Lon  the  Secretary 


of  the  Admicaltj  the  ettier  iu{ht  oburred, 
in  regard  of  one  of  onr  beat  amps,  that  ahe 
pitched  heavily.  Now,  that  was  one  of 
the  greatest  failures  a  vessel  could  have 
when  obliged  to  encounter  a  heavy  sea. 
If  such  a  ship  was  thrown  upon  a  tee 
shore  her  destruction,  in  absence  of  power 
in  her  screw  whilst  her  bow  was  buried  in 
the  sea,  would  be  almost  inevitable.  Now 
it  appears  to  me  there  is  something  to  be 
said  for  the  Admiralty  with  reference  to 
these  classes  of  ships.  There  had  been 
Inmost  a  panic  in  Bngland  lest  we  should 
lose  our  superiority  on  the  sea,  and  this 
fear  has  led  to  a  hasty  construction  of 
ships,  designs,  and  expenditure,  iriiich  I 
nevertheless  cannot  hot  r^^u4  as  iU-eon- 
ceired,  and  in  some  respects  most  waate- 
ful.  I  believe  I  was  one,  if  not  the  firstf 
in  this  Honse  to  acknowledge  tbe  abilitiea 
of  Captain  Cowper  Coles  and  his  turret 
system,  and  in  my  opinion  he  has  not 
obtMO«d  from  the  Admiralty  that  high- 
minded  and  generona  consideration  to 
which  a  brother  officer  stood  entitled  by 
reason  of  his  eminent  talents.  For  my  part 
I  have  felt  pride  and  gratiffeatiou  in  as- 
sociation wiUi  such  an  officer.  I  am  glad 
at  this  time  to  learn  that  tbe  Admiralty 
have  at  length  given  permiasion  to  him  to 
construct  a  ship  on  his  own  design  with- 
ont  fettering  him  as  1  will  hope  in  any 
way,  and  if  this  be  so  I  then  will  under- 
take to  predict  that  the  result  will  fnlly 
verify  Captun  Colea's  expeetations.  Ajg^n, 
I  am  not  inclined  to  visit  tiie  Admiralty 
with  censure  for  having  placed  the  Moyal 
Sovurngn  out  of  comnuasion.  That  veasal 
had  been  sent  to  sea  to  test  her  oapabili- 
ties  and  qualities,  and  though  pronounced 
successful  Captain  Coles  did  not  design 
her  for  anything  but  a  coast  or  harbour 
defence  ship,  her  continusnce  in  active 
commission  was  not  therefore  necessary  at 
the  time  she  was  paid  off ;  but,  neverthe- 
less, as  the  management  and  training  of 
guDS  on  the  turret  system  ought  not  to  be 
lost  sight  of,  it  is  in  my  opinion  advisable 
this  should  be  continued  under  the  control 
of  the  captain  in  command  of  the  gunnery 
ship  in  Portsmouth  harbour,  I  am  aorrj 
to  find  that  it  ia  intended  to  vote  »  bdsbII 
sum  of  money  fbr  the  oonatnwtwn  of  docks. 
There  is  a  little  work  lately  pnbli^ed 
which  I  have  no  doubt  baa  been  seen  by 
the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, by  Admiral  Sis  William  Ifsrtin, 
one  of  the  moat  distinguished  officws  in 
the  service,  and  in  whose  judgment  perfeot 
reliance  nay  be  placed.  The/writ 
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that  we  cannot  he  blind  to  fte  fact  that 
6Ten  Tiotories  must  he  attended  with  dis- 
aster, and  that  after  a  naral  conflict  he- 
twoen  England  and  France  the  French 
would  he  able  to  carry  their  ships  into 
harhour,  dock,  repair,  and  fit  them  for  sea 
in  half  the  time  we  should  require,  owing 
to  their  great  stiperiority  in  dock  accommo- 
dation. Onr  ships,  many  it  might  he  of 
them,  would  hare  to  he  sent  to  the  Mer- 
sey or  the  Thames  at  considerahle  risk. 
In  fact  it  was  doubtful  whether  shattered 
and  disabled  ships  would  be  able  to  keep 
afloat  until  they  were  docked  unless  we 
had  nearer  aoeommodatioD.  The  evil  was 
a  Tital  one.  and  I  am  therefore  sorry  to 
find  that  it  is  proposed  to  oarry  this  dock 
expenditure  ever  four  years  instead  of  at 
ooee  prondhig  a  remedy  by  a  completion 
of  these  necessary  works  at  a  much  earlier 
period.  Dock  accommodation,  I  likewise 
must  ohserre',  ought  not  to  he  lost  sight  of 
either  at  Halifax  or  Bermuda.  I  gladly 
heard  from  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
of  the  Admiralty  that  it  was  intended  at 
once  to  design  and  perfect  ships  of  the 
^Ubaima  build,  because  in  my  belief  they 
will  be  fonnd  iuTidnable  for  the  protection 
of  onr  commerce  and  our  eolcmies. 

Sir,  I  am  unwilling  to  trespass  further 
upon  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  ez- 
eept  to  express  mj  belief  that  no  amount 
of  money  sfaoold  be  withheld  to  constraet 
and  maintain  an  effioient  navy.  The  sum 
doToted  to  this  end  ought  to  he  consUered 
in  no  other  light  by  the  country  than  ai  a 
mere  insurance  payment  for  the  safety  of 
Bngland.  The  fleets  of  merchantmen 
who  maintain  a  commerce  indispensable 
to  onr  greatness  and  independence,  and 
are  dispersed  over  \he  whole  face  of  the 
ocean,  require  the  constant  protection  of 
our  men-of-war.  Our  insuMr  position ; 
the  nnmerioal  inferiority  of  our  army  ;  the 
augmentation  of  powerful  navies  by  foreign 
Powen ;  demand  an  establishment  at  sea 
commensurate  with  the  interests  at  stake — 
the  seeuritT  of  oar  coloniea ;  and  the  safety 
of  oar  trade.  And  I  Teuture  to  express  my 
hope  that  the  means  placed  in  the  han^ 
of  the  Qoremment  hy  this  House  to  pro- 
Tide  for  all  contingeDoies,  and  the  impor- 
ianee  of  administering  those  means  in  a 
manner  creditable  to  the  nation  upon  a 
sound  and  effeiotiTe  basis,  may  successfully 
be  perfected  so  as  to  secure  the  cordiaj 
approbation  of  Parliament,  and  the  en- 
thusiastic ananimi^  of  the  country  which 
is  its  Bsnction,  for  after  all  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  the  strength  and  didoiey 
Aimira  WOooU 


bar  navy  is  the  palladiam  of  onr  lAertiea 
and  the  safeguard  of  our  independence. 

SiB  JOHN  HAY  said,  he  thought  it 
but  fair  to  congratulate  and  thank  his 
noble  Friend  the  Secretary  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, for  the  increase  of  pay  which  had 
been  accorded  to  the  oflScers  and  men  of 
the  Royal  Navy — an  increase  which  he 
believed  would  be  found  perfectly  satisfiM!- 
tory.  But  while  he  thought  that  consider- 
able credit  was  due  to  his  noble  Friend  for 
what  had  been  done,  still  more  was  dne  to 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Cambridge  (Ur.  Walpole) 
and  the  Committee  over  which  he  presided; 
because  he  held  that  his  right  hon.  Friend 
and  the  Committee  by  their  Report  and 
reeommendationa  had  strengthened  the 
hands  of  the  noble  Lord  in  a  direetioo  to 
which  he  was  already  farourable.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  his  noble  Friend 
would  consider  the  question  of  graduating 
the  pay  of  the  lieutenants,  because  he 
held  that  the  case  of  the  old  lieutenants 
was  one  well  deserving  consideration.  The 
junior  lieutenants  were  tolerably  well  paid  ; 
but  when  an  officer,  after  serving  some 
twelve  or  fourteen  years,  would  have  no 
hope  of  rising  to  the  higher  ranks  of  his 
profession,  it  was,  he  thought,  but  fair  that 
he  should  receive  an  inereaiwd  remaneratioa 
for  his  services.  ITpon  the  Vote  immedi- 
ately under  discussion  he  would  also  eall 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Admiralty  had 
hardly  done  justice  to  the  pay  of  thoae 
Commanders-in-Chief  whose  case  had  so 
frequently  been  brought  under  the  conside- 
ration of  the  House.  Sir  James  Hope,  a 
distinguished  officer,  stated  in  his  evidence 
that  while  on  the  China  station  his  neces- 
sary expenses  amounted  to  £7.000  a  year, 
whilst  the  pay  of  his  successor  was  only 
£3,000  a  year.  It  was  not  fair  to  expect 
officers  to  spend  so  much  of  their  pri- 
Tato  fortune  tn  order  to  maintain  their 
position.  This  eireumstance  also  had 
the  effect  of  Bmiting  the  choice  of  the 
Admiralty  to  a  eomparatively  few  offieera, 
beeanse  there  were  many  ofwers  who  wen 
perfeetly  eligible  in  other  reipeets,  but  to 
whom  such  an  appointment  would  be  utter 
ruin.  Another  point  to  which  he  wished 
to  call  attention  was  the  regulation  con- 
cerning officers  completing  the  sea  time 
for  their  flag.  The  Admiralty  had  made 
a  rule  that  no  captain  serving  in  a  harbonr 
ship  should  count  the  time  so  served  as 
part  of  the  time  he  was  required  to  serve 
for  the  flag  nnlesi  he  had  served  three 
years  at  aea.  Tb^^i^^C^g^tgna 
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ftnmUjt  but  H  had  inffieted  a  hardtbip 
in  wma  oases.  Captun  Oraafurd,  for 
lastanee,  had  been  in  eommand  of  the 
barbonr  ship  at  lUo,  and  Captain  Nollotb 
at  Hong  Kong,  ooder  the  impression  that 
their  time  would  count ;  bat  saddentj  thej 
found  that  the;  were  excluded  from  the 
list,  and  that  all  the  time  which  they  had 
been  serring  on  those  un*hea1thy  stations 
wonld  go  for  nothing.  Of  course  the 
service  iu  those  two  harbours  was  not  very 
locratire  to  the  officers  who  had  accepted 
those  commands  for  the  purpose  of  having 
the  time  of  their  servioe  there  reckoned, 
and  it  was  Tery  hard  upon  them  now  that 
by  a  new  rule  havioff  a  retrospective 
operation  they  would  be  prevented  from 
ealonlating  that  time.  The  Committee 
uronld,  tfaerefbre,  feel  that  the  Admiralty 
bad  acted  hastily  in  that  matter,  and  he 
trusted  that  the  rule  would  be  reconsidered, 
so  far  at  least  as  not  to  allow  it  to  act  retro- 
spectively. He  also  hoped  the  Admiralty 
would  reconsider  their  decision  as  to  time 
of  service  in  the  Coastgaard.  The  Com- 
mittee presided  over  by  his  right  hon. 
Friend  recommended  that  the  time  should 
be  allowed  to  count  for  two-tiiirds,  bnt 
the  Admiralty  bad  allowed  it  to  count 
for  only  one-half,  which  he  thought  was  an 
erroneous  decision.  He  would  not  then 
trouble  the  House  upon  the  question  of  the 
retired  list,  nor  of  the  speeially  ill-used 
reserved  oaptains.  wbieh  would  be  fnlly 
considered  upon  Tote  14 ;  bnt  before  that 
Vote  came  on  be  hoped  tiie  Admiralty 
would  take  into  their  consideration  the 
very  respectfol  petition  which  he  had  pre- 
sented to  the  House  a  fortnight  since  ^om 
the  widows  of  old  warrant  officers.  The 
Commission  on  Manning  the  Navy  strongly 
nrged  upon  the  Government  the  necessity 
of  granting  pensions  to  the  widows  of  war- 
rant-officers, who  certaiuly  were  a  class 
which  deserved  some  consideration  at  the 
hands  of  the  country.  That  recommenda- 
tion had  been  acted  upon  to  some  extent 
in  the  ease  of  persons  who  bad  become 
widows  unce  1860  ;  but  there  were  some 
poor  old  persons  with  similar  claims  who 
merited  similar  treatment.  For  it  would 
be  seen  by  the  Admiralty  regulation  that 
two  persons  equally  deserving  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  their  husbands  with  equal 
services,  the  one  before  1860  the  other  after 
that  date,  would  receive  very  different  treat- 
ment, for  which  there  could  be  no  jnstifiea- 
tion.  He  deplored  very  much  the  decrease  in 
the  number  of  men  for  the  navy,  and  he 
tiumght  his  soble  Friend  hardly  mtisfled 


the  House  npott  that  point  the  other  nighty 
The  House  must  have  felt  that  the  more 
probable  reason  for  reducing  the  number 
of  seamen  was,  not  that  the  fleet  of  tbe 
future  would  require  fewer  men,  but  be- 
cause  tbe  fleet  of  the  present  was  not  able 
to  obtain  more.  Tbe  noble  Lord  knew  tbe 
difficulty  of  getting  men,  and  was  under 
the  necessity  of  potting  the  he^i  face  upon 
the  matter.  Whatever  the  cause  might  bd 
he  very  much  regretted  the  reduction.  He 
still  more  regretted  to  find  that  the  number 
of  boys  to  be  trained  for  the  navy  had  not 
been  so  largely  increased  as  it  ought  to 
have  been.  The  true  policy  for  this  country 
was  to  station  trainmg  ships  round  the 
coast,  BO  that  the  lads  belonging  to  the 
sealkring  population  might  be  trained  and 
then  entered  in  the  Navat  Reserve.  By 
that  means  they  wonld  be  attached  to  the 
service,  and  when  wanted  they  would 
go  into  the  service  without  the  expense 
now  incurred  in  training  merchant  sea- 
men. He  was  sorry  also  to  flnd  that  his 
noble  Friend  was  not  able  to  give  any 
satisfactory  account  of  the  formation  of  a 
corps  of  artificers  for  tbe  navy.  If  such 
a  corps  was  established  tbe  Admiral  of  a 
station  would  be  enabled,  by  collecting 
those  artificers  from  the  various  ships,  to 
set  up  a  small  dockyard  npon  the  spot,  wad 
there  would  bo  less  necessity  for  tiie  large 
staff  of  engineers  now  required  to  execute 
the  repMrs  of  a  fleet.  He  agreed  with  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Admiral  the  Ifember  for 
Christcbureh  (Adminl  Walcott)  as  to  the 
impoliey  of  reducing  the  corps  of  Marines. 
In  a  maritime  country  like  this  there  could 
be  no  doubt  of  the  great  value  of  those 
amphibious  troops,  who  were  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  by  all  military  men.  They 
had  done  good  service  in  every  part  of  the 
world,  and  were  always  available  for  land 
service,  either  with  other  troops,  or  with 
the  less  thoroughly  trained  seamen,  and 
therefore,  it  was  that  he  considered  it  moat 
impolitic  to  reduce  the  number  of  that 
corps.  He  bad  been  astontshed  to  hear 
the  reasons  assigned  by  the  noble  Lord  for 
reducing  the  nnmber  of  the  Coastguard.  He 
understood  the  noble  Lord  to  say  thai 
there  was  now  no  necessity  for  the  Coast- 
guard for  revenue  purposes.  But  it  was 
well  known  that  the  proteetion  of  the 
revenue  was  not  the  main  object  of  tbe 
Coastguard.  The  Report  of  the  Manning 
Commission,  and  other  Reports  before  the 
House  had  shown  that  the  great  value  of 
the  Coastguard  was  as  a  nursery  for  the 

naTj.  The  noble  Li^^^.w^^^lgY^Wgl'f 
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to  ndnM  th*  nwibtf  of  tho  GoMlpurd 
iMMua  it  «u  htendod  to  aend  uhout' 
plated  ahiM  to  all  the  porta,  aod  fur  those 
th^)■  smMor  erewa  were  lueded  thau  far 
voodaa  ahipa.  But  where  were  the  ameer- 
plated  sb^  to  be  found  1  Perbapa  the 
noble  Lord  would  be  ao  kind  aa  to  name 
them  ihip  by  ship,  and  woold  also  aa; 
if  the  tron<4lad  ibiiw  were  t»  bo  bo  em- 
ployed, where  were  to  be  found  the 
annour-piated  ihips  that  were  reqtured 
for  the  other  mrioea  of  the  eonnti^T  He 
eonenrred  with  his  noble  Friand  m  ton- 
gratnlatiog  the  Hooae  upon  the  diminution 
of  crimei  and  pnoUh meats  in  the  narj. 
He  thought  the  noble  Lord  bad  takeo  toe 
short  a  aeries  of  jears  to  draw  his  oonolo- 
Hoiis.from,  and  in  redndng  the  nnmher  oi 
BMn  the  Admiralty  had  no  doubt  wiaeh 
got  rid  of  tiw  worst  eharaeters,  whkn 
might  Tory  well  aoeonnt  for  the  deerease 
in  the  nanuer  of  orimai  and  poniahments. 
Bnt  from  whatoTer  eaoie  the  deereaas 
arose  it  waa  satiafaetorj  to  the  conntry  and 
ereditable  to  the  nary.  No  more  noble 
example  of  the  diioipUne  on  board  our 
ships  oould  be  givm  than  was  exhibited  in 
the  loea  of  the  Bomibay,  mad  he  waa  sure  that 
the  names  of  Captain  Campbell,  and  the 
other  o£Geers  and  erew  woiUd  oTor  be  re- 
membered by  a  gratefnl  eonatry.  Upon 
the  qneation  of  docks  he  weold  not  now 
toneb,  as  ao  ample  opportunity  for  disens- 
sing  that  snbjeefe  would  oconr  hereafter. 
He  oould  not,  boweror,  rafrwn  &om  ex- 
pressing his  n^;ret  that  only  X20,000  was 
to  be  nent  due  joar  at  Portsmonth.  The 
noble  Lord  did  not  deny  that  when  the 
Saetor  wanted  docking  she  waa  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  Plymouth,  because  the  only 
doek  at  Portsmouth  waa  occupied.  Only 
ooe  ship  at  a  time  eould  be  docked  at 
Portsmouth,  and  that  eould  not  be  regarded 
aa  a  satisfactory  state  of  things,  now  that 
onr  new  ships  were  iron  and  reanired  con- 
stant decking  and  eleaaaing.  He  did  not 
think  the  Admiralty  had  paid  soffieient 
attention  to  that  subject,  and  he  hoped  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Birkenhead  (Ur. 
Laird)  would  tell  the  House  whether  he 
eonsidered  it  possible  to  ee^r  our  iron- 

Sbted  ships.  For  hia  own  part,  he  (Sir 
bhn  Hay)  beUered  that  the  mgennity  of 
this  oountrj  was  quite  able  to  deal  with 
any  practical  difficnlty,  and  that  an  appli- 
eation  of  copper  upon  a  shestbing  of  wood 
orer  the  iron  would  be  found  practicable. 
Without  being  coppered  no  ship  could 

Sropedy  perform  uockading  or  cruising 
oties.   It  waa  to  be  r^gpretted  that  the 


hon.  and  gallaat  Hsmliev  for  WateifiBrd 
(Captwn  Talbot)  waa  not  present  to  be 
congratulated  upon  his  great  vietery  orer 
the  Admiralty  in  the  matter  of  the  Matte 
Dock.  It  waa  a  subject  the  Conunittee 
oould  Bot  eonsider  too  moeh.  The  Com- 
mander-m-Ghief  in  the  MedUerranean,  and 
the  Dockyard  Admirel  reported  where  the 
doek  ought  to  be  made.  Two  members  of 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  went  out  and 
rerersed  that  decision.  It  was  only  after 
two  yean*  argument  in  the  House  that 
the  noble  Duke  at  the  head  of  the  Ad- 
nuralty  had,  to  his  credit,  gtme  out  himself 
to  Malte  to  see  whieh  was  the  proper  site 
for  a  dock,  and  he  had  at  cmoe  been 
eonvineed  that  the  proper  ute  waa  in 
French  Credi.  It  waa  now  to  be  eon- 
atmeted  there  bnt  not  until  something  like 
£50,000  had  been  spent  in  the  wrong 
place.  The  selccUon  of  the  dureetor  w 
works,  which  be  believed  was  doe  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stens- 
feld),  was  an  admirable  one.  and  it  was 
greatly  owing  to  Major  Claik  that  the 
unwise  decision  of  Sir  Frederick  Gray  bad 
been  reversed.  Upon  the  subject  of  guns 
he  must  observe  that  as  the  Admiralty 
had  taken  upon  themselves  the  responsi- 
bility of  findmg  gana  it  was  time  they 
shotud  make  up  their  minds  aa  to  what  it 
was  they  wanted  a  gun  to  do.  What  the 
Admiralty  should  do  was  to  give  to  a 
gnnmaker  the  projectile  they  wanted  the 
gun  to  throw,  and  leave  him  to  produce 
the  gon»  In  that  ease  they  might  get  a 
good  gnn,  Bnt  now  gunmaken  were 
fhttered  by  linutiog  the  weight  of  the  gun 
to  six  tons  to  throw  a  shot  which  thegun 
would  be  iacapable  of  throwing.  What 
was  wanted  was  a  gun  to  send  a  projectile 
with  precision,  force,  safety,  and  endur- 
ance ;  and  to  get  a  weapon  of  that  kind 
the  great  gunmaken  should  be  aaked  to 
produce  such  a  gun  without  any  limit  as  to 
weight.  He  eouM  owfinn  the  hon.  Mem- 
her  for  Finsbnry  (Sir  Morton  Peto)  as  to 
the  number  of  gnoia  that  would  be  required 
for  the  fortificauona,  whiA,  added  to  those 
wanted  for  the  navy,  would  be  between 
2,000  and  3,000.  When  those  gnus  woold 
be  made  he  cwHA  not  toll.  The  neoessitj 
for  large  gone  had  been  proved  by  experi- 
ment ben,  and  by  practice  on  ^e  other 
side  of  the  Atfamtie.  The  enonnona  siae 
of  the  American  guns  was  well  known, 
and  tlie  Report  of  Admiral  Porter  showed 
what  the  effect  of  these  guns  bad  been. 
Ko  doubt  some' of  Ihem  had  burat  from 
had  Diuafaetttre^  ^B^tiz^fby^Sc^te^ 


^ww  eatngh  to  make  good  gant  of 
that  siaat  and  Admmtl  Porter'a  Report 
ahowad  what  the  ^eet  of  thoae  guns 
bad  been  before  thej  did  burat.  The 
great  fault  of  the  Admiralty  was  that  thej 
■ever  made  np  their  niada  what  olaaa  of 
ahipa  thej  wanted,  and  what  ohuMof  duties 
they  required  tbon  to  perform.  One  vas 
fer  having  the  gwia  in  a  box  ;  another  io 
a  tnnret ;  a  third  waa  in  favour  of  broad- 
sides. One  eoosideved  that  broadside  guns 
ahonid  be  light,  another  that  they  should 
be  of  the  heaviest  description.  Our  ships 
wwe  nnfortanatdy  bailt  wttboat  referenae 
to  eaeb  other  and  without  reference  to 
their  aerviee  m  a  ieeL  The  first  thing 
wanted  above  all  others  in  a  ship  was 
apeed— the  power  of  earrying  her  gnns  into 
the  best  peaitien  for  anaeying  an  enemy. 
The  next  requisite  was  stability,  so  that 
the  gaas*  might  be  fired  with  precision ; 
and  then  she  ought  to  have  good  sea-going 
qualities  io  aU  weathers;  she  ought  to  be 
built  inoembuatiUe,  and  therefore  of  iron. 
The  fate  of  the  Sombajt  shewed  what 
would  become  of  a  wooden  ship  exposed  to 
the  mtssilea  of  the  present  da^.  charged 
with  oombaadbleaof  all  deseriptions.  Then 
she  mast  be  bnlt  in  compartments  ao  as 
to  be  unsinkaUa.  It  was  atterlj  impoaaible 
to  eombsae  all  theae  qnaUtiee  and  haive 
annoarflatea  aU  roana.  Therefore,  aa 
maeh  pniteelioa  aaat  be  pven  to  the  lital 
parts  aa  waa  poaaibie  without  intMrfaring 
with  Uw  ^nalitiaa  he  had  named.  The 
■tagaaine  most  be  proteeted,  the  steering 
ai^ratoa»  the  water-line,  the  beilera.  aiM 
the  sorew — protecting  all  these  parts,  if 
doing  so  would  not  interfere  with  the  sea- 
going qnalities  of  th*  vessel,  but  omitting 
those  last  mentioned  if  found  to  make  her 
less  effident,  aeavortby,  and  speedy.  The 
guna  must  be  on  a  torn-table,  and  aa 
much  proteotiim  of  the  cupola  aort  given 
to  them  aa  the  veasel  would  oarry  after 
the  other  requisites  had  been  provided. 
Woodea  ships  oo  the  broadside  principle 
must  be  diaoarded,  and  he  hoped  to  see  it 
entirely  disearded.  In  a  few  yeara»  broad- 
aidea  and  woedan  ahipa  would  be  as  obso> 
lete,  be  believed,  as  the  ancient  trireme. 
Be  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to 
aacerlain  what  it  waa  that  we  really  re- 

auired  in  the  way  of  ships,  and  he  believed 
mt  if  the  Admiralty  would  make  up  their 
minds  what  class  of  ships  would  represent 
our  oorveltea,  frig^Uea,  and  line-oi-battle 
ahipa,  they  would  have  removed  a  great 
deal  the  £ffionlty  they  laboared  Doder  in 
viiTing  at  a  eowthiMim  aa  to  wki^  ibodd 


be  donob  Owr  oOTvetiea,  ha  beUeved*  noght 
to  be  vessels  of  about  1,700  tons ;  they 
ought  to  be  built  on  the  twin-swew  prin- 
ciple, of  iron  sheathed  with  wood,  and 
coppered,  so  that  they  might  be  made  of  a 
light  draught,  able  to  go  13  knots*  armed 
with  one  or  two  300-poundera  on  a  turn- 
table, and  proteeted  as  ^  as  they  could 
be  in  their  most  vital  parts.  Oiur  urigates 
ought  to  be  about  2,500  tons,  umilarly 
arranged,  but  more  protected,  and  with  a 
apeed  of  H  knots.  Onr  line-of-battle  sUpa 
ought  not  to  exceed  4,000  tons.  Ther 
would  oarry  fovr  or  five  tarn-tabWa,  with 
gnns  on  eaeb,  a  couple  <rf  SOO-pttoadov. 
or  a  600-peonder,  and  then,  with  addi- 
tiooal  guns  for  landing  vrith  the  marines 
or  for  the  boats,  they  would  be  efficient 
war  ships,  which  no  other  ships  except  tii 
the  seme  class  would  be  able  to  maet. 
Their  armonr-plsting  should  be  entirely 
subservient  to  the  other  qualities  ha  had 
named.  The  details  of  the  Report  of  onr 
iron  ships  had  been  fully  canvassed  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Uember  for  Droit- 
wich  and  other  hon.  Uembers,  and  it  was, 
therefore,  nnadvisable  for  hkn  to  enter 
farther  into  the  subject  otherwise  than  to 
state  that  the  Return  was  most  nnsatia&t^ 
tory.  They  had,  however,  a  costly  fleet  of 
aeven  iron  abips.  Some  of  tbeni,  kawever, 
were  not  so  peifset,  or  aneh  good  aea- 

King  ships  aa  waa  da^rable.  and  antil  they 
d  aeen  ^e  Admiral'a  R^wrt  it  waa  im- 
poaaible to  say  what  eondiUom  tkey  were 
m.  The  Return  of  the  namber  of  snips  io 
the  navy  laid  on  the  table  gave  the  number 
of  lioo-of-battle  ships  aa  fifty-five ;  but 
was  it  true  that  not  one  of  these  ships 
except  those  actually  in  eomnussion  was 
ready  for  sea?  It  was  said  that  of  all 
our  line-of-battle  ships  and  frigates  at 
Portsmouth  there  was  only  one,  the  Oc- 
ttaia,  which  could  be  got  ready  fer  sea 
within  six  months,  and  that  some  would 
take  faar  years'  work  to  get  ready  for  sea. 
Certiunly,  to  put  them  in  a  Return  in  this 
manner  waa  throwing  dust  in  the  eyea  of 
the  eountry.  They  ought  to  be  got  rid  of 
altogedier,  or  dae  they  ought  to  be  got 
ready  for  aea,  and  the  eountry  ougbt  to 
know  bow  many  of  them  were  ready.  Of 
all  the  lot  he  did  not  beUeve  diat  there 
were  more  than  ten  which  could  he  put 
into  commission  under  a  oooaiderahle  num- 
ber of  months  of  dockyard  work.  He 
eould  not  understand  what  had  induced 
the  Admiralty  to  refuse  the  production  of 
the  Admiral's  Report  of  the  cruise  of 
tkeexpMiBUHital  irgD  ,^g|^@o8§¥ 
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bees  in  tin  wtj  above  tMrIf  jm,  and 
he  remembered  tbere  had  been  in  bis  time 
nrioai  experimeotel  sqnedroas.  AdminU 
Carry,  Commodore  Collier,  Commodore 
Martin,  had  all  oomfmaDded  experimental 
sqaadrons,  and  tb«r  Reports  had  at  ouoe 
been  eommunieated  to  the  House.  The  Ad- 
miraltj  were  always  glad  to  give  the 
reports,  and  the  country  wu  always  glad 
to  reeeire  them.  If  the  ships  failed — the 
difficnlty  of  dealing  with  these  qnestions 
had  always  been  acknowledged — no  fault 
bad  been  found  with  the  Admiralty — they 
were  cmly  told  to  do  better  another  time. 
But  here  the  most  important  experimental 
eqnadron  of  all  had  been  sent  out  under 
the  command  of  an  Admiral  in  whom  the 
Admiralty  most  necessarily  have  fiill  eon- 
fidenee,  and  now  in  the  seeond  year  of  its 
existence  we  ooold  not  find  out — at  least 
not  officially — what  it  was  doing.  Cer- 
tainly, there  were  reports  ahroad  from 
officers  in  the  fleet  and  outsiders  frighten- 
bg  the  coon  try  out  of  its  wits— that  the 
ships  dared  not  go  out  in  a  gale  for  fear 
of  sinlting,  that  they  were  unable  to  ke^ 
company— that  they  were  unhealthy  and 
10  on— rumours  whkA  would  at  onee  be 
dissipated  by  the  Admiral's  Report  if  they 
eoald  only  get  it.  If  the  fleet  were  efficient, 
it  would  Iw  creditable  to  the  Admiralty 
that  it  should  be  known,  aad  it  should  be 

StaUished  if  it  were  only  te  dissipate  the 
tersentertuned  by  the  puUie.  If  it  were 
inefleient,  it  would  at  least  be  satisfactory  to 
the  eonntn  to  know  to  what  It  had  to  trust. 
Why  blind  the  country  to  the  real  state 
of  the  case  ?  Pnldio  principle  and  prece- 
dent equally  jnstifled  them  in  calling  for 
the  Report,  and  he  was  surprised  that  the 
Boose  of  Commons  did  not  compel  its 
production.  He  desired  to  add  his  tribute 
of  praise  to  the  excellent  character  of  the 
Boyd  Sovereign,  The  Boyal  8ov*r«iffH 
was  a  great  success.  He  had  been  on 
board  of  her  in  the  reeess,  and  dbected 
the  guns  while  they  were  being  worked, 
and  he  was  certain  that,  though  she  might 
be  an  inefficient  ship  of  her  class,  owing 
to  the  blunders  of  those  who  selected  aueh 
a  veasd  for  the  experiment,  yet  no  mora 
efflment  man-of-war  loated.  If  she  were 
•o  successful  under  sneh  disadvantages, 
what  would  she  hare  been  if  she  had  been 
properly  built  from  the  first?  Captain 
Coles  had  made  a  name  in  history  ;  and 
his  inveotion  would  be  remembered  with 

S-atitude  by  the  country  when  the  present 
oard  of  Admiralty  was  forgotten.  Before 
■htbg  down,  he  wished  to  aay  a  finr  words 


aboot  ear  fon^  aquadmu.   He  was  net 

gehg^  to  refor  to  Fmno^  but  in  Um  Medi- 
terranean a  ^at  nation  had  recently 
been  ealled  into  ezistmoe.  Italy  had 
lost  no  time  in  seoaring  an  iren-elad 
fleet.  She  had  new  eighteen  ireD-olads  in 
process  of  completion,  and  some  of  them 
were  very  fine  strips,  althoegh  he  had  seen 
a  story  in  one  of  me  newspapers  about  cm 
of  them  having  neariy  gone  down  ia  enws- 
ing  the  Atlantie.  That  arose  from  a  cnhi* 
fusion  of  the  iron-dad,  which  came  over 
safely  enoogh,  with  the  Hi  Galamtuomo, 
an  old  wooden  ship  which  made  a  very 
bad  passage.  With  uiese^hteM  iren-elad 
ahipa  Ital^  eonld  go  and  e^lar  theBritiob 
A<nniral  in  the  Heditenwieaa  and  tan 
him  out  of  the  Out  of  Qilnt^tar,  just  as 
a  polioeman  weald  turn  a  dnmken  man  out 
of  a  publio^ionse.  The  Admiral  would 
hsTO  to  take  refuge  under  the'  gus  of 
Malta — if  there  were  any  guns  there— er 
else  he  tnmed  out  of  the  Mediterranean. 
That  was  not  a  pleasant  position  to  oecnpy. 
We  bad  at  present  in  the  Meditemnean 
the  following  ships  i—Camdoe,  2  gm%, 
350-borse  power ;  Chanticleer,  17,  200  t 
Coieaek,  20,  250  ;  iHV^Iy,  5,  120 ;  Oib- 
rakar,  81.  800  ;  Eibemia ;  Hydra,  1, 
220  i  Ltfey,  39,  600 ;  Magideime,  16, 
400  ;  Meemm,  60,  400 ;  OrioMfo.  46, 
1.000  ;  PeJiem,  17.  200  ;  PA«&e.  35, 
fiOO;  Piy^Ae.  2,250:  Bmot,  U.  150t 
.fiwoofi,  22, 400 ;  jBesufonee,  iron-plated, 
16,  600  ;  Bmeitge,  7Z,  800 ;  Roj/al  Oak, 
iron-plated.  35,  800 ;  Surpriee,  4,  200  j 
Vietoria,  102.  1.000  ;  Wanderer,  4,  200; 
Weeer,  6. 160.  In  all  23  sail,  and  only  two 
iron-dads.  BoA  flag  ships  were  wooden. 
And  there  was  the  J^nlsrprtse.  Sbe  was 
a  good  boat,  but  when  she  steamed  with 
a  head  wind  she  would  not  face  the  sea, 
ukd  her  speed  was  9  knots  by  the  meap 
snred  mile.  That  was  tlie  fleet  we  bad  to 
compare  with  the  It^ian  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean.  He  now  oaroo  to  the  West 
Coast  of  Africa,  where  we  kept  a  fleet  for 
the  purpose  of  eatching  the  davers.  The 
Committee  moat  know  dwt  those  elaTora 
were  the  fastest  ateamera  afloat.  They 
were  btnit  fai  New  York,  and  were  built 
for  speed  only,  aad  when  nraniDg  with 
dares  they  hoisted  the  fipanish  eohnrs. 
Well,  for  the  purpose  of  catching  those 
slavers  we  had  the  Antt^ope,  3  goos,  260- 
horse  power ;  the  Arah^,  13.  202 ;  the 
Dart,  5, 80 ;  the  Eepoir,  5, 80 1  the  Ch^- 
Jin,  5.  80 ;  the  Ineettigator,  3,  34 ;  the 
Jaeewr,  5.  80  ;  the  Zee.  5,  80^;  the  JAil- 
Itt,  5,  80;  the 
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BoMffer,  5,  80  ;  thft  SeoOmake,  21, 400; 
tiM  8t^,  5.  80  ;  the  Spamno,  5,  80  ; 
the  Speedwell,  5,  80 ;  (he  Wye,  100  ; 
and  the  Zehnt,  17,  200.  Those  d-guD 
gnnboaia  were  the  guoboata  which  wwe 
not  got  ready  for  the  Russian  war  ;  aod 
they  did  not  steam  over  about  7  knots. 
The  RcUtlemake  steamed  10  knots,  and  the 
Zebra  wm  a  fast  ship  ;  but  of  the  whole 
17  vessels  on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa 
only  two  steuued  mtnre  than  8  knots. 
It  was  to  be  hoped  that  we  should  bare  no 
hostility  on  the  North  American  aod  West 
Indian  statieo  ;  but  if  war  unfortunately 
aroee  we  shoukl  have  to  meet  the  most 
formidable  nafal  power  in  exist«iee,  for 
Iw  was  »rry  to  say  that  we  were  not 
DQw  the  first  naval  Power.  Well,  our  ships 
on  tiiat  staUon  were-— the  Aurora,  35  guns, 
400-hor8e  power  i  the  Bulldog,  6,  BOO  ; 
iheBtuetard,  6,  300  ;  the  ChaUmgtr,22, 
400 ;  the  Cordelia,  U,  150  {  the  Sj/gnet, 
5,  428  ;  the  Dunam,  81,  800  ;  the  Favm, 
17.  100 ;  the  Galatea,  26,  800 ;  the  Lilv, 
4, 200  i  the  Medea,  6,  350  ;  the  lUimhU, 

5,  80  ;  the  Petrel,  11,  150  ;  the  PAMton, 
39,  400  ;  the  Plover,  5,  80  ;  the  Pyladee, 
21,  350  ;  the  £inaido,  17,  200 ;  the 
Itotario,  11, 150  ;  the  iZoyoIat,  11,  150; 
the  Shamun,  35,  600 ;  the  Steady,  5, 
SO;   the  Stj/es,  6,  280;  the  Virago, 

6,  300  ;  and  the  TToWiM,  21,  400. 
Of  those  24  vessels,  not  one  was  iron- 
plated,  and,  as  far  as  he  knew,  not  one 
had  gnns  that  would  pieree  iron  {dates. 
They  were  under  the  command  of  Sir 
James  Hope,  whom  he  might,  he  hoped, 
without  any  refleetiou  on  other  officers, 
describe  as  tlio  most  gallant  man  in  the 
navy  ;  but  if  Sir  James  were  called  on  to 
blockade  one  of  the  North  American  ports 
he  could  not  do  so  for  one  single  day  with 
sach  ships — a  single  Monitor  would  come 
out  and  set  fire  to  those  under  his  com- 
mand. And  the  difBcoUy  the  service  was 
in  was  this :  if  anything  went  wrong  they 
had  no  person  whom  they  could  hang.  It 
woold  be  very  hard  on  the  hon.  Member 
for  Pontefract  (Ur.  Childers),  doing  his 
duty  well  as  he  was  in  his  particular  de- 
partment, to  hoM  him  responsible  for  those 
things.  Again,  his  noble  Friend  the  3e- 
eretaiy  for  Uie  Admiraly,  whose  conrtesy 
imd  kindness  every  One  in  the  House  ae- 
knowledged,  was  not  responsible.  He  was 
the  servant  of  the  Admiralty ;  he  was  in 
that  House  to  report  what  deeUions  the 
Admiralty  eame  to.  In  the  old  time  there 
were  two  or  Aree  naval  offieers  iu  the 
House  iriio  ware  n^oflnUe  for  llie  adviea 


givea  to  die  Pint  Lord  ;  but  now  the 
House  did  not  knew  who  gave  that  adviee. 
Having  no  g^eral  knowledge,  but  only 
that  knowledge  whi<A  a  man  might  pick 
up  from  information  to  be  got  out  of  doors, 
he  still  hoped  he  had  stated  enough  to  in- 
duce the  House  to  see  that  this  country 
should  be  put  in  her  proper  poeition.  If 
the  House  did  not  do  this,  they  would  be 
the  accompliees  of  the  Admiralty  in  some 
great  naval  disaster. 

Lord  CLARENCB  PAGET  :  The 
speech  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Finshury  (Sir  Morton  Feto)  had  reference, 
in  a  gjwat  measure,  to  the  forts  and  guns 
whidi  an  being  oons treated,  and  thongb* 
BO  dosbt,  guns  form  ui  important  element 
in  4he  eoorideralioa  of  innMlad  ships,  yet, 
as  we  shall  have  other  and  more  appro- 
piate  opportunities  of  discussing  the  ques' 
tioa  of  guns,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary 
to  enter  into  it  at  this  moment,  and  there- 
fore I  shall  proceed  to  the  controversy  on 
the  subject  of  ships.  I  was  eitremely 
anxious  on  Monday  night  to  answer  aertain 
criticisms  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Droitwioh  the  same  evening  with  regard  to 
the  eonstruction  of  our  armour-ships,  as 
my  right  hon.  Friend  had  most  cour- 
teously given  me  noUee  that  he  meant  to 
advert  to  this  matter ;  hut  I  regret  that, 
in  ewsequenoe  of  many  bon.  Members 
wishing  to  address  the  Conunittee,  I  was 
unable  to  answer  him  before  the  House 
resomed.  Now,  flmtlet  me  state  that  the 
Government  have  no  desire  for  eonoeaU 
moit  i  and  the  only  thing  that  displeased 
me  in  my  right  hon.  Friend's  s|»eeoh  vas 
his  impression  that  we  were  afraid  to  face 
the  truth. 

SmJOHN  PAKINGTON;  I  referred 
to  the  non -production  of  Admiral  Daeres's 
Report. 

LoKD  CLARENCE  PAGET :  I  shaU 
come  to  that.  Now,  the  terms  used  hy  my 
right  hon.  Friend  were  strong  terms,  and 
implied  that  there  was  a  wish  on  our  part 
to  conceal  the  traUi.  It  is  true  that  on 
many  oecasionB  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  , 
duty  to  refuse  to  produce  the  Rep<»1s 
made  by  offieers  on  ships  of  the  Royal 
Navy !  and  I  warn  the  House  that  if  it  be 
their  pleaHire  to  have  all  reports  of  c^Soers, 
whether  naval  or  miHtary,  laid  n^on  the 
table  of  the  Honse.  this  is  what  will  hap- 
pen—instead of  the  Government  getting 
what  we  get  now,  oonfidential  reports  «on- 
tflMBmg  the  most  minute  detuls  of  the  opi- 
nions of  officers,  given  frankly  and  freely 
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have  a  lyston  of  Bmorli  frannd  for  lay- 
ing apon  the  table  of  the  Home  of  Com- 
naons.  and  these  will  he  amompanied  hj 
"  conBdeotial  Reports  for  the  head  of  the 
Department  alone.**  ["No^nol"]  Why, 
since  I  fint  entered  Parliament  I  have  been 
acoostemed  to  hear  complaints  made  that 
the  papers  coming  to  this  Hoese  from  the 
Foreign  Office  do  not  contain  aH  that  is 
eomroaineated  by  onr  diphmiatie  agents 
abroad;  and  I  feel  oonfident  that  the  Reports 
drawn  op  by  onr  officer*  for  the  infmae- 
tion  of  the  Admiralty  woold  not  he  framed 
in  tbe  free  and  frank  manner  they  now  are 
if  thoae  officers  thought  tbey  would  be 
puUishod.  It  u  this  reason,  ad  this  only, 
Wat  has  indueed  my  noUe  Friend  the 
Duke  of  Somenet  to  instmet  me  on  Tari* 
OM  oecariour  to  refuse  to  prodoee  these 
Reports.  With  regard  to  the  Report  of 
Admiral  Decree,  I  uked  my  aoUe  Friend 
to  let  me  have  tiie  heads  of  that  Report — 
the  pith  of  it— for  the  information  of  tbe 
Committee.  But  let  me  obserre  that  some 
hon.  Gentlemen  seem  to  indulge  in  a  habit 
of  getting  information  —  from  I  do  not 
know  what  quarter— often  rather  gossiping 
information,  as  I  tliink,  regarding  certain 
ships  and  certain  events,  and  then  coming 
down  here  and  challenging  me  to  produce 
Reports.  I  may  illosUvle  this  bymention- 
ing  a  circumstance  -whioli  happened  last 
ivar.  The  bon.  Baronet  the  Hember  for 
Pottsmonth  (Sir  James  Blpbtnatone}  eame 
down  to  this  Honse  and  made  an  alarming 
statement  about  the  Be§eardh  stating 
among  other  things  that  in  firing  her  guns 
■he  ^eame  a  pemot  wreck.  The  ques- 
tion was  asked  me  whether  this  was  true, 
and  I  assured  the  House  that  there  was 
no  foundation  for  such  a  report ;  that  the 
damage  done  amounted  to  Uie  breaking  of 
some  crockery,  which  arose  from  the  ves- 
sel not  baring  been  prepared  for  action 
before  the  guns  were  fired.  The  hon. 
Baronet  then  challenged  me  to  lay  upon 
the  table  the  Report  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief.  I  objected  to  that ;  and  be  then 
made  an  insinuation  that  I  had  giTen  the 
House  untrue  information. 

Sm  JAUES  SLPHIN3T0NE  :  I  beg 
pardon ;  I  never  made  an  inunnation 
against  the  noble  Lord's  atatement. 

Loui  CI.ARBNCE  PAGET :.  Well,  be 
that  as  it  may,  I  nndentood  it  so.  and 
under  these  peculiar  eirenmstanoes  Ithonght 
I  ought  to  lay  on  the  table  the  Commander* 
iu-Chiefs  Report.  But  my  bon.  Friend  has 
never  referred  to  it,  and  never  repeated  his 
atatement;  because,  aa  i  eoneMs^  he  sasr 


by  the  Report  ftat  what  I  had  stated  waa 

tree.  Tbe  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Membw 
for  Droitwich  (Sir  John  Fakington)  referred 
the  other  evening  to  the  reports  of  va- 
rioos  officers.  Now,  officers  like  to  gossip 
about  their  ships,  and,  especially,  they  do 
like  to  cram  landsmeu.  From  some  of 
the  details  stated  by  my  right  boo.  Frimd 
I  rather  think  that  some  of  hb  iufbrmuts 
must  have  been  midshipmen.  Hy  right 
hon.  Friend  is  very  anzioos  for  the  pro- 
duction of  Admiral  Dacres's  Report;  but 
if  we  gave  Admiral  Dacres's  Report  why 
should  we  not  give  the  Reports  of  other 
Admirals  ;  Why  should  we  not  give  Ad* 
miral  Smart's  Report?  Ho  eomnanded 
the  Channel  fleet ;  he  is  a  disUngnisbed 
offleer,  and  his  B^ort  is  as  interesting  aa 
Admiral  Dneres's.  Both  are  distingniriied 
officers.  With  respect  to  the  Reports  o( 
these  Admirals  I  have  received  tbe  pw- 
mission  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset  to  state 
the  heads  of  them  to  the  Committee.  I 
wiU  tell  you  what  the  opinions  of  both 
these  officers  are,  having  eondeBsed  then 
for  the  convenience  of  the  Committee. 
Admiral  Smart  was  in  command  of  tbe 
squadron  in  which  were  the  W'srHor,  Blaei 
Prime,  Defmet,  and  JRetitlamje.  As  to 
their  sailing  qualities  the  gaUaot  Admind 
reports  that  they  stood  in  the  following  mr- 
der '.—jSeti0tane0t  Wartior,  Black  Jh^tee, 
D§fMe»,  I  h^  attention  to  that  state- 
ment.  The  fastest  saiKog  ship  was  the 
BeritUmee.  It  must,  however,  be  men- 
tioned that  the  .ReHsicitiee  had  top-gallant 
sails,  which  the  Defmee  had  not.  Tha 
Bkuk  Prinee  had  taken  In  coal,  and  was 
not  in  such  good  trim  as  the  Warrior, 
The  TTorrior  had  some  sails  ^ieh  were 
not  in  the  Btack  Primse.  Tbe  result  of 
the  Admirar*  Report  was — 

"  The  Btabilitr  of  all  the  ihips  is  great— their 
rolling  and  pttoUng  did  not  appear  to  exceed  that 
of  the  nooden  ship  lUvatf/e.    Tbe  Retiatamtt 
when  under  eaavus  haa  a  niperiorit/  over 
larger  frigatef." 

The  Bepwt  then  prooeeds  to  give  many 
detailed  suggestions  as  to  the  the  rig,  ar- 
mament, and  Tontilation  of  the  ships ;  that 
is  an  honait  aummaiy  of  Admiral  Smart'a 

opinion. 

Sn  JOHN  HAT :  Does  the  Report 
mention  the  iVmeo  OiMiorl  and  tbe  Binjfal 
Oak% 

LOBD  CLARENCE  PAGET :  No;  this 
is  the  Report  of  the  previous  mar.  Ad- 
miral Dae  res  in  the  year  ftMowmg  had 
onder  his  command  tbe  Warrwr»  maek 
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Prince  Contort,  Reieareh,  and  Enterprise. 
Of  the  Wcmrior  and  Bladb  Prince  he 
says — 

"  For  long  TO^agM,  and  where  the  power  to 
make  rapid  passagea  is  of  imporUnoe,  tbeM  ves- 
■ela  are  unrivalled.  Even  as  at  present  rigged 
th^  flta  htap  pao*  with  TanBls  <tf  the  old  oUn. 
Their  great  drawlMlc  ii  tbelr  eztavmt  length ; 
tlu7  are  anbaady.  and  erea  with  ej^aiienoed 
ofiloera  the  risk  ttf  taking  ttMn  into  sash  bar- 
boon  aa  Cork  and  Lisbon  ia  great." 

Those  are  both,  as  the  Oommittee  knows, 
Tory  line  harhoars,  into  which  anything 
like  handy  Teasels  could  go  with  ease. 
The  Admiral  adds  that  **  they  are  danger- 
ous in  scudding.  On  one  occasion  the  War- 
rior came  to  neariy  eight  points  against 
the  helro." 

Sib  JOHN  HAT:  Hay  I  ask  whether 
she  was  then  under  steam  or  sail  ? 

Loiu)  CLARBNOG  PAGET  :  I  think 
nnder  both  on  that  occaaion. 

Sib  JOHN  PAEINGTON  :  Bat  is  my 
noble  Friend  able  to  say  with  certainty, 
because  that  is  an  important  distinction  ? 

LOBD  CLARENCE  PAGET:  I  feel 
certain  that  she  had  sails  set  and  was 
nnder  steam  likewise  oo  that  occasion. 
"In  common  weather,'*  the  Admiral  goes 
on  to  say,  "  they  are  remarkably  steady," 
hat  he  does  not  think  highly  of  their  qua- 
lities in  a  heary  gale — 

"  Their  want  of  liaoTanort  even  with  nnpro- 
teoted  ends,  is  manifcat,  thongh  In  this  respect 
the;  are  snperior  to  TCSsels  eompletelr  arrnonr- 
plated.  Their  want  of  annoar  heft  at  the  water- 
Une  leasens  their  efflcienor  as  large  chasing  abin, 
when  tbej  would  be  exposed  to  dangerons  fire 
from  a  sloww  Tesael." 

Hence  the  Committee  sees  the  difficulty 
ve  are  under  in  combining  fighting  qusli- 
ties  with  aea-gMDg  qualities;  and  when 
oritieiiing  these  Teesels  you  must  remember 
that  these  must  be  idways  matters  of  com- 
promise. To  make  a  vessel  aea-going  you 
must  lighten  her  ends  ;  if  you  lighten  her 
ends  you  redjieo  her  fighting  qualities.  To 
proceed  with  the  Report— 

"  In  all  Tarieties  of  general  serriee,"  Adoiiral 
Daoree  lajs, "  I  preier  UieZV/«nM  MABeiiUtmoe 
to  anr  of  the  iroo-dada  I  bare  seen." 

These  are  the  ships  tlie  right  hon.  Baronet 
informed  the  Hooae  the  other  ni^t  could 
neither  fight  nor  swim,  or  words  to  that 
effMt. 

Sn  JOHN  PAKINaTON:  I  never 
said  so.  The  noUe  Lord  is  entirely  nia* 
qooting  me. 

Lord  CLARENCE  PAGET :  The  P$- 
fenoe  is  now  ifflprored  in  her  sailing  quali- 
tiee,  and  Admiral  Dacret  aaya  un  baa 


always  been  as  handy  in  stays  and  ia 
wearing  as  any  one  could  desire. 

"  She  ia  a  safe  vesBel,  and  can  at  all  times  be 
trusted  with  her  screw  up.  Under  steam  she  is 
a  good  aerrioeable  reeeel,  and  a  verj  heahh;  ship. 
She  is  like  all  the  fast  inta-olada,  nlnerableM  tbe 
ends,  and  her  item  and  mdder  are  exposed." 

The  Committe  will  see  how  gradaal  the 
progress  has  been  in  these  matters.  In 
the  first  ships  of  the  kind  that  were  built, 
the  mdder  was  not  seoared  from  attack  ; 
but  the  Committee  will  bear  in  mind  that 
in  these  matters  foreign  nations  were 
going  part  poem  with  ourselrea.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  probably  has  some  ra- 
speot  for  the  French  navy,  and  yet  ere^ 
ship  in  the  French  nary,  except  threes  li 
plated  all  roand.  Why,  then,  I  ask,  ii 
the  British  Gorernmoit  aabjeeted  to  this 
extraordinary  outbnrst  of  disapproval,  when 
another  nation  with  equal  or  probably 
greater  knowledge  of  shipbuilding  than 
ourselres  has  pursued  a  similar  course  ? 
We  come  next  to  the  Sector — a  Tessel  of 
very  peculiar  construction.  Before  we  got 
to  armour-plating  at  the  waterline,  it  was 
considered  adrisable  to  plate  all  round  the 
battery  so  as  to  protect  the  men.  The 
Beefy>r  and  Valiant  were  both  buUt  on  the 
same  principle,  Mid  bare,  of  course,  the 
same  defects.  Of  the  EMior  the  Admiral 
•ays — 

*'  This  TBsael,  from  the  weight  of  her  armoor, 
is  the  woratof  the  large  olasa  of  iron  elada.  She 
pUehea  deeplf ,  and  ia  qnlek  in  rolUog.  Her  saU- 
mg  qoalitiaa  are  bad." 

I  should  state  wiA  regard  to  the  sailing 
qualities  of  this  ship  tut  alterations  IwTe 
since  been  made  by  which,  donbtlees,  these 
hare  been  improved.  We  now  come  to 
the  Boy(d  Otuband  iVtnee  Contort.  These 
are  the  ships  of  which  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net said  that  if  the  Report  of  Admiral  Da- 
ores  could  be  produced,  it  would  tell  how 
totally  unfit  they  were  for  any  servioe,  and 
what  a  disgrace  they  were  to  the  country. 

Sib  JOHN  PAEINGTON  was  under- 
stood  to  deny  that  he  had  used  the  words 
imputed  to  him. 

LoHB  CLARENCE  PAGET:  At  any 
rate  that  was  the  argument  the  right 
hoD.  Baronet.  Admiral  Daeres  saya  of 
the  Boyal  Oak  and  Prwea  Contort— 

**  These  ships  an  invaludile  tor  Ohaanet  sor< 
Tfoe  as  block  ships.  Both  are  handy,  t^iongh  alow 
u^ersai).  Thnr steaming  powm even a^dnat a 
moderate  sea  an  ooadderAte.** 

The  Soyal  Oak  he  regarda  aa  the  aoperior 
ship,  and  of  both  he  saya  that  their  mddera 
m  wall  hidden.   By  the  tiiM^tbew  wmb 
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built  the  CoounUtee  Bees  wa  had  made  an 
odTanee  in  that  respect.  "  All  ironclads," 
be  says,  "if  eoropletelj  plated  round,  will 
make  bad  weatber  of  any  heavy  sea  in  the 
Adantie."  That  I  admit.  *'  The  jAMtiag 
Moessaiily  renders  them  dark  and  lesv 
healthy."  Now  we  come  to  the  SesMreh  and 
the  Bntarprisa.  I  beg  the  particular  atten- 
tion of  the  Oommittee  to  this  branch  of  the 
snbjeet,  beoause  upon  theseships  are  found- 
ed the  sad  eomplaiats  against  the  Admiralty 
for  having  employed  Mr.  Beed.  Of  the 
Retearch  Admiral  Docres  says,  "This  ves- 
•et  is  very  mueh  over-weighted,  she  makes 
T«ry  bad  weather  of  a  moderate  fr«h 
hreece."  I  am  telling  the  Committee 
frankly  the  quality  of  these  vessels.  I 
wish  to  coneeal  nothing — 

**  She  is  oomfbrtable  Mow  la  flue  weather ;  has 
gaoi  acoomnodBtiou  ftr  ofloera  and  nm,  for 
stowftge  of  provisionB  and  storss ;  hw  ventilation 

ia  exoellent?* 

Perhaps  I  may  advert  now,  since  I  was 
<&alleaged  to  do  so  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, to  the  opinion  of  the  captain  of 
tliit  ship.  It  was  said  that  if  his  opinion 
oould  be  elicited  he  would  declare  how  ut- 
terly unfit  this  vessel  was  to  go  te  sea,  and 
that  even  her  crew  would  hesitate  to  go  to 
sea  in  her.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  evi- 
dently does  not  know  the  feelings  which 
animate  the  navy  when  he  says  that  men 
would  stop  to  ask  whether  a  ship  was  fit  to 
go  to  sea  or  not.  Sailors  will  go  wherever 
nieir  officers  order  them,  and  there  has  not 
ever  been  a  complaint  that  I  am  aware  of  of 
her  not  being  fit  to  go  to  sea.  I  have  here  a 
letter  from  tiie  captein  of  that  ship.  If  I 
break  through  official  rules  and  eommit  a 
certain  irregularity  tn  reading  this  lettw  it 
is  because  I  am  compelled  to  do  so  in  defence 
of  the  Goremment  and  of  these  officers 
themselves.  Captain  Wilmshurst  wrote  to 
me  this  morning,  idling  me  irankly  what 
he  thinks  of  the  qoalities  of  the  ship.  He 
says— 

"  In  Sir  John  Pakington's  speMh,  as  reported 
in  The  Timet  of  the  7th  inatant,  he  desires  to 
know  mj  opinion  of  the  seawortfajr  qutUties  of  this 
ship.  I  give  yon  mj  opinion  in  a  few  words,  wbtoh 
70a  are  at  liberty  to  make  any  use  of  you  may 
think  proper.  I  don't  oonaider  her,  in  the  old 
acceptation  of  the  term,  a  '  wholesome  seagoing 
ship  as  oompaxed  with  wooden  ships'—nobody  ever 
didooosider  one  of  those  armour  ships  to  be  whole- 
Bome  u  oomp&red  with  a  '  wooden  ship ; '  but,  at 
the  same  tune,  I  don't  consider  that  she  would  be 
in  danger  of  going  down  in  a  gale,  provided  proper 
precaations  were  taken  to  ntten  her  down  te- 
oorely,  tha  auaM  of  doinf  wUsk  I  tbitlk  may  be 
inproTCd." 

And  with  thsit  opinion  I  entirely  ftgreo ; 
Zord  Ohrenc*  Paget 


but  I  b^  the  Committee  to  bear  ta  mind 
that  in  dealii^  with  ships  of  this  tonnagm 
our  object  was  to  discover  the  smallest 
olass  of  ships  that  could  be  armonr-pUted 
with  safoty.  Of  die  jSTntaiTwiu,  Admiral 
Daeres  reports— 

"This  U  the  best  in»-«lad  yet  buUt,  and  Twels 
of  4,000  tons  bnilt  on  this  plan  with  aoBwin- 
provements.  and  wtlb  the  same  earefol  attentioB 
to  int<rioraTTaDg«Banta,wouldbesKfer  and  batter 
for  erary  pnrposs  than  any  Iron-olad  ws  haTo 
afloat." 

Sm  JOHN  HAT :  Will  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentlemao  give  us  the  speed  ? 

Lord  CLARENCE  PAGBT  :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  knows  that  with  an  ironclad 
vessel  of  900  tons  you  cannot  get  high 
speed.  Nobody  knows  better  than  he  does 
that  it  is  quite  impossUile  to  combine  aU 
these  matters  in  a  small  ship.  Ton  cannot 
hare  light  draught  of  water,  small  tonnage, 
and  great  speed  combined  with  efficnent 
protection  from  armour.  These  are  aU 
matters  of  compromise  ;  and  if  yea  have 
only  vessels  of  6,000  tons,  and  have  to 
attack  batteries  in  narrow  waters,  I  ask  yon 
what  will  be  accomplished  by  vessels  like 
the  WarrioTt  the  Agincourt,  and  Mino- 
taur ?  Tou  require  vessels  for  varions  sot- 
vices,  and  accordingly  you  must  have  difie- 
rent  models.    Admiral  Dacres  proceeds — 

"  The  EtOerpriie  has  only  a  belt  round  her 
water-line  and  a  covering  for  hor  battery.  She 
steams  and  sails  &irly,  and  is  ezeeedin^y  baoy- 
ant.  She  ia  well  rentilated  and  bertha  oflteera 
and  men  well.  Her  oonatruotion  is  exeellMit ; 
her  rudder,  hidden  and  safe,  acts  upon  the  Ship 
remarkably  well.  A  lining  of  wood  indde  the 
iron  skin  is  required  to  obviate  {noonreoicBM 
arinng  from  sa<Men  change  of  temperature." 

That  ship  has  gone  to  the  Meditorranean, 
and  it  does  so  happen  that  on  her  passage 
ont  she  fell  in  with  very  bad  weather,  and 
Iier  captain  reported  that  no  diip  eoold 
have  behaved  more  beautifblly  than  that 
vessel  had  done.  The  Admiralty  bad 
ordered  Mr.  Reed  to  build  these  two  ves- 
sels, the  Retearch  and  the  BnterptiM,  one 
of  which  was  to  offer  the  greatest  possible 
amount  of  battery  and  armour-plating  pro- 
tection, and  the  other  to  be  boilt  as  mnoh 
as  possible  for  sea-going  purposes  with 
limited  armour  protection.  The  E«$4€treh 
was  accordingly  armour-plated  with  a  belt 
ronnd  the  vessel  extending  above  and  below 
the  waterline,  and  plated  up  to  the  upper 
deck.  It  was  cooseqoently  necessary  to 
bring  the  oppw  deek  nearer  to  the  water, 
but  we  got  a  vessel  thoronghly  protected 
by  armour- plating,  asanming  that  the  platet 
are  thick  •noagfa.   The  JKcMorot  vat«on- 
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but  we  bid  to  saerifiee  Magoing  qaalities. 
The  Bnttrpriu  eonld  not  be  plateil  ap 
to  her  opper  deck,  becanse  that  would 
hare  weighted  her  too  mooh  for  sea ; 
she  was  tberefm  plated  a  little  above 
her  water-line,  and  then  we  carried  an 
iron  skin  to  ber  upper  deck.  She  was  a 
better  sea  boat  and  a  better  sailer,  but  not 
so  good  a  fighter  as  the  Betearch.  Both 
these  vessels  have  falfilled  our  expeotstions 
—the  one  as  a  sea  boat,  the  other  as  a 
fighting  vessel  for  coast  defence.  I  do  not 
wish  to  tell  the  House  that  the  Buearch 
is  a  good  sea  boat,  but  she  is  invaluable 
for  Channel  defence,  and  her  captain  spurns 
the  idea  of  being  afraid  to  go  to  sea  in  her. 
Sir,  these  are  statements  that  hurt  the 
feelings  of  the  oflScers  and  men  of  onr  navy. 
Another  assertion  has  been  that  we  are 
afrMd  to  send  oar  iron  fleet  to  sea— that 
we  had  ordered  tbem  not  to  go  to  sea  in 
bad  weather,  bat  to  eneak  into  port  and 
save  themselves.  Uj  answer  to  that  as- 
sertion is  that  we  always  give  orders  to  onr 
eommanders-ioHjhief  not  to  eipose  the  fleet 
unneoessarily  to  bad  weather.  I  could 
show  such  orders  issued  long  before  armour- 
plated  ships  were  afloat.  Here  are  the 
orders  given  to  Rear  Admiral  Smart,  dated 
the  24th  of  June,  1861,  when  in  command 
of  tlie  Channel  squadron,  before  armour 
ships  liad  jet  been  to  sea.  He  was  to 
proceed  to  the  northward  with  the  following 
ahipi: — Bmmge.Edgar,  Trafalgar,  Bero, 
Con^puror,  Ahoukir,  Centurion,  and  the 
Forpoue  tender.  He  was  to  visit  such  of 
the  ports  on  the  eoaat  of  Scotland  and  in 
the  OrknoT  Isles  as  he  might  select,  and 
he  was  told — 

"  In  the  oaae  of  mMting  with  bsd  iresther, 
/ou  on  to  avoid  all  UBneoeBsarj  wear  and  tear 
hj  taking  aheltsr  from  it  wh«n  praotioabls." 

On  the  17tb  of  October,  1862,  Admiral 
Smart  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  cruise 
with  the  following  ships  :—J)efenee,  Betiti- 
ane0,  Bevet^e,  Black  Prince,  and  Warrior, 
making  Lisbon  his  head-quarters,  and  an- 
choring in  the  Tagna  when  eipedient.  He 
was  told — 

"  Every  opportonity  is  to  be  taken  for  trTiog 
the  qoalitiea  of  the  ghipfl  and  Tor  exorcising  their 
orews,  bat  we  do  not  wish  the  ships  to  be  ezpoaed 
to  the  risk  of  damage  from  bad  weather,  and  70a 
are,  tbererore,  to  oonsalt  joor  own  disereUon  in 
taking  the  squadron  to  sea  wr  rsmaining  at  anchor 
in  the  TagoB." 

Saeh  was  the  nature  of  the  instmetions 
given  bj  the  Admiralty;  and  what,  then, 
are  the  House  to  think  of  sneh  aasertioni 
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as  wwe  made  by  tbe  right  bon.  Gentle- 
man. 

Sib  JOHN  FAEINQTON :  I  mvai 
really  correct  the  noble  Loid.  I  made  no 
assertions  on  the  aabjeot.  I  mentioned 
certain  things  as  rumours,  and  asked  if 
they  were  true.  I  did  not  say  they  were 
true,  as  I  had  no  personal  knowledge  of 
them ;  but  I  thought  it  fair  to  give  the 
Doble  Lord  an  opportunity  of  explaining 
them. 

LoBD  CLARENCE  PAGET  said,  I  can- 
not acquit  my  hon.  Friends  opposite  for  quot- 
ing rumours— it  is  a  sort  of  skirmishing  in 
which  they  might  naturally  indulge  ;  but 
when  a  Gentleman  who  had  held  the  high 
office  of  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  tclli 
the  Committee  that  be  has  hMrd  rnmonra 
that  oar  fleet  is  nnfit  to  go  to  sea,  that 
it  could  neither  fight  nor  enoonnter  a 
it  is  a  much  more  serious  matter.  But  to 
proceed.  Admiral  Dacres  was  ordered  on 
the  20th  of  August.  1864,  to  proceed  with 
the  following  ships  •.-—Edgar,  Warrior, 
Black  Prince,  Prince  Comort,  Sector, 
Defence,  Aurora,  and  Bntcrprite,  to  cruise 
to  the  westward,  anchoring  from  time  to 
time  in  such  ports  as  he  might  find  eon- 
venient.    He  was  told— 

"  Steam  ovolntiona  are  to  be  performed  at  oon- 
venient  opportnnitiss,  and  my  Lords  desire  yon 
will  teat  tbe  qualities  of  the  ships  under  sail  and 
steam,  avoiding  their  exposure  uoaeoessariiy  to 
damage  from  bad  weather." 

These  are,  as  I  before  observed,  tbe 
orders  that  are  always  given,  and  no 
one  who  knows  the  cost  and  damage  in- 
curred by  the  injuries  a  fleet  sustains  in 
bad  weather  will  doubt  that  it  was  wise  to 
order  them  not  unnecessarily  to  go  into 
bad  weather.  I  have  now  faithfully  given 
to  the  House  all  that  we  know  of  those 
ships,  whether  good  or  bad.  I  cannot 
acquit  the  right  bon.  GenUeman  of  blame, 
because  bis  voice  baa  natnrallj  great 
weight,  and  when  snob  statements  as  he 
has  made  go  to  the  country  they  pro- 
duce a  great  effect.  But  the  real  fact 
is  that  the  persons,  whoever  they  might 
be,  who  gave  bim  this  information,  had 
told  him  nothing  but  what  was  positive 
gossip — gossip,  and  nothing  but  gossip. 
They  hare  given  him  even  the  wrong 
names  of  ships.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
made  an  angry  denunciation  against  the 
Admiralty  for  not  having  boilt  the  Boyal 
Alfred  according  to  tbe  wishes  and  designs 
of  Captain  Coles  when  he  proposed  to  build 
a  cupola  ship.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  eomo  to  me  at  tbe  Aflmlraltv  I 
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vonld  hare  giTon  faia  ererv  infoniution. 
The  tlup  he  meant  was  the  iVinM  ilRwrt, 
4lid  not  the  jRoyal  Alfred. 

Sm  JOiSN  FAKINGTOK  uid,  h^  had 
referred  to  the  Soyal  Ayre4  as  a  most 
•Xtraordinarj  iostaQCf  of  the  Admiraltj 
W»7  of  duliDg  with  a  diip;  bat  the  •hip 
to  which  he  referred  m  eonneotion  with 
Captain  Colee'a  desigm  waa  th4  Prinoe 
Atbwt.  The  r9^  in  Tk»  Timn  waa  a 
mistake.  He  said  the  iVuice  AXbwt,  and 
not  the  Sojfal  Alfred. 

IiQRi)  CLARENCE  PAGET:  It  is  not 
a.  mistake.  I  took  down  his  words  and 
tried  to  oorreot  him  at  the  time.  The  fact 
is,  his  gossips  gave  him  the  name  of  the 
wrong  fhip,  The  Soyal  Alfred  is  one  of 
five  liQe-of-battle  ships  that  were  begun  in 
1861.  rery  much  in  oonaeqaeifce  of  the 
el^qaent  qeniinoiation^  of  the  right  hon, 
BarQQ^t.  Se  told  the  Honse  th^t  Admiral 
Elliott  had  been  to  Franee,  ftnd  h)id  seei^ 
arn^onr-plf  ted  «hip^  psiqg  there  like  negio; 
th^t  we  had  qothipg  to  bring  against  them, 
and  ho  implofed  the  GoTemment  (and  va9 
joined  ip  hi«  app9al  hy  nuipj  boD-  Q^ntl^ 
men]  to  hMild  mora  i^riDOflr  -  ^ated  ships. 
HeQc^i^tBqlt^d  tbp  building  pf  tlieie  ^rmaor* 
plated  wooden  line^f-bMtU  >lh>ps  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  pow  so  nnspar- 
ioglj  condetqns.  We  were  ppsltiyely  driTen 
bj  the  House  qf  CoqtmoQS,  aqd,  1  will 
admit,  by  pvblic  opinion,  not  te  coefine 
ourselves  to  iron  armour  ship*,  bnt  to 
eoarert  what  wooden  ships  we  had  in  the 
dockyards  into  armour-plated  vessels,  in 
order,  as  it  was  satd,  to  put  osrselres  into 
a  proper  state  of  defence.  The  Boyml 
Alfred  is  the  last  of  the  wooden  ships  then 
begun.  Since  that  time  we  hare  gained 
great  experience.  I  have  adverted  to  what 
Admiral  Dacres  and  others  say,  that  yon 
are  coming  every  day  to  reduce  the  area 
of  armonr-platiog,  se  as  to  have  a  belt  of 
armeur-plating  at  the  water-line,  and  to 
clothe  the  battery  also  with  armour-plates. 
The  jBoyal  Alfred  was  in  ao  baokvard  a 
a^ate  that  we  were  enaUed  to  make  eertaio 
modiications  in  her  construction,  limiting 
the  armour-plating  to  the  batter;  and  to 
the  water-line  iastoad  of  going  full  round. 
Was  it  not  a  wise  measure  to  make  these 
modifications  ?  I  am  sorry  my  hon.  Friead 
the  Member  for  Finsbury  (Sir  Morton 
Peto)  did  not  go  to  the  Controller's  Office 
and  make  inquiries  there.  I  have  never 
refused  infermation  to  hon.  Qentlemon.  If 
they  will  coma  to  me  at  the  Admiralty 
they  may  look  at  the  draughts  an^  the 
eoit  of  any  idiip,  and  if  my  lion.  Friend 
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had  come  to  me  I  woald  have  shown  him 
the  arrangements  wa  are  making  to  open 
other  ports,  to  place  iron  girders  along  the 
sides,  and  to  strengthen  the  vessel  in 
various  directions.  I  can  assure  him  that 
he  need  be  under  no  alarm  that  the  slup 
will  not  be  snffioiently  strong. 

I  coma  now  to  the  qnestion  of  Captain 
Coles's  en^a  diipsi  and  I  mast  aay  that 
the  eritioisms  which  hate  been  so  freely 
enunciated  ccoeerDing  them  have  been  very 
nngenercus  and  very  qpjitst.  As  long  ago 
as  the  aqtumn  of  1861  Captain  Coles  was 
desirous,  after  certun  experiments  with 
the  Jhutgt  to  prepare  drawings  for  a 
cupola  ship  for  coast  defence.  In  those 
days  Captain  Coles's  plan  was  not  for  a 
turret  but  a  cupola  ship,  which  is  very 
different.  One  of  the  principal  advantages 
of  his  plan  was  supposed  to  be  the  fonn 
of  the  cupola.    He  said — 

"  If  jon  let  me  nuk«  •  eopola  of  snoh  a  psoe- 
lUr  shape  that  it  will  have  a  verj  imall  ii^  aad 
a  very  large  base,  the  shots  will  glanoe  off." 

Well,  that  was  the  original  plan ;  bnt  he 
soon  saw  that  it  was  not  sound  inprinciplci 
because  it  would  not  give  room  enough 
for  the  guns.  Caption  Coles  brought  out  a 
design  for  A  tnrret  ship.  Now  my  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  and  puer  hon.  Gentlemen 
say,  "  Why  did  you  not  give  him  authority 
to  constmet  a  seagoing  ship  on  the  turret 
priooiple?"  Now  I,  as  an  officer  of  the  Go- 
vernment, aiq  bound  (o  tell  you  that  Captain 
Coles,  though  a  clever  snd  enterprising  man, 
is  not  a  shipbuilder,  and  when  he  produced 
his  original  design  in  January,  1862,  it  was 
found  that  he  had  not  made  provision  for 
sufficient  flotation,  and  therefore  the  plan 
could  nut  be  approved.  But  finally,  in 
January,  1863,  a  design  was  got  oat  be- 
tween Captain  Coles  and  the  Controller  of 
the  Navy,  and  Captain  Coles  expressed  his 
consent  and  aatisfaetian  at  wha(  had  been 
done.  Now.  yon  see  that  up  to  January, 
1862,  Qaptain  Cqles  and  the  Admiralty 
were  working  en  a  parfettly  good  nnderw 
standing  with  regard  to  the  tprret,  and 
hence  bos  arisen  the  PriHM  Alb«rtt  tlie 
ship  which  mj  right  hon.  Friend  hns 
spoken  of  as  the  Royal  Alfred.  Now,  Cap- 
tain Colw  himself  will  tell  yotl  that  I  am 
one  of  the  most  devoted  adherenU  9f  turret 
ships  for  coast  defence;  hut  I  never  saw 
my  way  to  a  sea-going  tnrret  ship  until  be 
hroQgbt  out  his  invention  of  tripod  roasts, 
and  for  this  reason— that  whatever  number 
of  turrets  may  be  in  a  ship,  yon  must 
have  a  clear  space  all  round  in  order 
to  gife  yoor  gnna  pioper  tiiining.  Ton 
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muit  giro  them  a  dear  wige  all  round. 
Hon.  G«Dtlamen  «bo  know  p  good  deal 
about  aqvarO'rigged  ibipa,  and  the  great 
quaotitj  of  rigging  whwi  they  take,  will 
readily  underttiuid  that  this  is  one  of  the 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  makbg  sea-goiag 
•hips  on  the  turret  principle.  But  Captain 
Coles  dertsed  a  ahip  on  the  tripod  principle, 
by  which  the  diffieolty  of  the  i^ging  io- 
terfering  u  obriatedt  and  I  am  hopeful 
about  it,  bat  many  naval  men  eren  now 
are  rery  soepUeal.  They  lay,  "  If  one  of 
the  legs  of  your  tripod  is  shot  away,  the 
whole  concern  will  come  down."  Well, 
the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  making  a  sea- 
going turret  ship  did  not  deter  us.  What 
we  did  was  this.  We  ivd,  "First  let  us 
see  the  system  tried  in  the  Channel,  and 
whether  we  can  get  a  good  Tcssel  of  the 
kind  for  coaat  defenee,  and  then  we  shall 
go  further."  Now  what  would  have  been 
•aid  if  we  had  originally  ordered  a  great 
eopola  ship,  and  when  we  had  aent  her  to 
•ea  she  was  found  to  be  totally  inefficient 
on  account  itf  want  of  range  for  her  guns, 
and  without  room  to  work  them  ioaide  the 
oopola  f  It  ia  not  Captain  Cole*  but  the 
Admiralty  that  would  have  been  blamed, 
because  it  ie  the  Admiralty,  and  not  Captain 
Coles,  that  are  responaihie.  And  now  I  come 
to  the  Bojfol  Sooertign  and  her  history. 
The  Prince  AUtwi  was  commenced  before 
we  erer  heard  of  American  MonitorM,  and, 
therefore,  before  the  action  between  the 
Merrimae  and  the  ifontfor.  But  when 
the  House  heard  of  that  action  they  rose  np 
almost  as  one  man  to  urge  us  to  hare 
more  turret  ships.  Well,  what  happened  ? 
The  Admiralty  consulted  as  to  the  best 
way  of  producing  a  turret  ship  in  the 
greatest  possible  haste,  and  as  we  bad  a 
very  fine  Teasel,  the  Bo^al  Sotertiff»t  that 
appeared  adapted  for  the  pnrpoie,  we  de- 
cided upon  floaking  her  a  tnrret  abip.  Now, 
the  delaya  which  hare  taken  place  are  not 
owing  to  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Ad- 
Buiraky  to  oondemn  the  sjatem,  or  to  defer 
its  adoption.  I  can  honeatly  assnre  the 
Committee  tliat  there  is  no  foundation  for 
those  reporta  which  have  been  set  afloat 
that  the  Admiralty  desire  to  keep  back 
the  adoption  of  the  turret  system.  On  the 
contrary,  we  have  the  most  earnest  de- 
sire to  forward  it.  But  let  hon.  Gentlemen 
consider  the  difficulties  which  are  in  the 
way,  the  delicate  nature  of  the  machinery, 
the  enormous  armour-plating  that  ia  re- 
quired, and  the  time  that  ii  oeeeesary  to 
prepare  all  these  things.  Bvery  piece  of 
iron  in  the  tniret  baa  to  be  bant  in  ereiy 


direction  before  it  h  suited  for  it*  purpose, 
and  above  all  the  constant  alterations  that 
have  been  made  by  Captain  Coles  during 
the  progress  of  the  construction  are  the 
eanses  delay.  Tbe  Controller  of  the  Navy 
ha«  maasea  ^  letters  on  the  subject  from 
Captain  Coles,  all  suggesting  alterations 
and  modifioationa  whien  have  been  carried 
out  whareTer  practicable.  We  dewred  to 
oonstraet  tbe  ^oveU  jSoeere^  a*  oarefnUy 
as  possible,  and  I  am  thankful  to  aay  Uiai 
tbe  ship  has  been  a  great  Buccess,  I  esn 
••luro  the  Committee  that  the  Admiralty 
are  delighted  at  its  success,  and  if  we 
can  see  our  way  we  are  desirous  of  get- 
ting a  sea-going  turret  ship.  And  now 
about  pajring  off  the  Royal  Sovereign, 
She  went  out  last  year  under  a  very  dis- 
tinguished man,  Captain  Sherard  Oaborn. 
There  were  necessarily  some  defecta  in 
her,  but  I  do  not  blame  Captain  Coles  or 
anybody  else  for  that.  The  ship  was  a 
novelty,  there  was  great  difficulty  in  kee^ 
ing  out  the  water  round  the  turrets* 
she  required  alterations,  and  since  she  has 
been  in  port  we  have  been  carrying  out 
various  improrements  in  hw.  But,  as  far 
as  the  trial  of  tbe  turrets  goes,  it  baa 
been  a  great  Mioeess.  And  now  it  haa 
been  asked,  why  did  we  pay  her  off?  We 
did  not  pay  her  off.  She  was  never  paid 
off.  She  is  attached  to  the  ^ccellml, 
which  is  our  school  of  gunnery.  It  is  open 
tbe  Excellent  that  we  depend  to  supply 
our  turret  ships  with  gunners.  Uy  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  (Sir  John  Hay)  smiles, 
but  will  he  be  good  enough  honestly  to  tell 
me  in  what  consists  our  blame  f 

Sib  JOHN  HAT :  In  taking  efficient 
men  out  of  the  Boyal  Sovereign  and  pot- 
ting them  into  the  Victoria,  an  inefficient 

'  LnD  CLARENCE  PAGET :  They 
were  not  taken  out  to  be  put  into  the 
Vielonm,  Some  of  the  men  volunteered  to 
go.  I  have  not  the  ffgnres  at  hand,  but  I 
do  not  think  there  were  forty  men  in  all 
who  did  so.  [An  hon.  Ushbbr:  There 
were  •ixty-five.]  Well,  it  ia  possible 
that  there  were.  We  had  600  or  700 
men  at  our  command,  and  did  not  depend 
for  the  manning  of  the  Victoria  upon 
the  crew  of  the  Moyal  Sov^-eignt  and 
the  Boyal  Sovereign  will  soon  be  aent 
again  into  the  Channel  to  ^o  on  with  her 
trial.  I  fear  I  have  wearied  the  Com- 
mittee, bat  there  are  many  more  ahtps 
to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
alluded— for  instance,  tbe  Mtnotavr  and 
thft  Northuaherkmd.    I  admit  we  an 
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nukiiig  dtentioDB  in  tE«  NoHkmberland, 
and  win  coatiaoe  to  do  ».  It  ia  our 
looDden  duty  to  mako  them,  and,  m  far 
from  its  beins  a  eanae  of  blame*  I  thiok 
it  would  be  highlj  enlpable  in  the  Ad- 
miralty if  they  did  not  make  lueh  improve- 
ments  as  tlie  experience  of  the  past  sag- 
gested  during  tbe  progress  of  the  constmc- 
tioD,  always  prorided,  as  in  the  case  of  tlie 
IforthumbisrUmd,  that  they  are  not  at- 
tended with  undue  expense. 

I  wilt  DOW  advert  to  one  or  two  remarks 
which  have  been  made  with  regard  to  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Reed.  Those  remarks 
of  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  gave  me 
more  pain  than  anything  else  that  he  said. 
If  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  were  unac- 

anainted  with  tbe  merits  of  Ur.  Reed  I 
iionld  not  bare  been  sorprised,  bat  no  one 
knows  that  gentleman 'a  merits  better  than 
tbe  right  hon.  Baronet.  Bat  I  will  ask  the 
Committee  to  look  at  tbe  hcta.  We  were 
told  that  we  ebould  nerer  build  ships  of  any 
use  for  modem  warfare  as  long  as  we  were 
tied  to  tbe  old  Admiralty  officials.  It  was 
aaid  that  they  were  men  who  could  do 
nothing  new— men  who  could  build  wooden 
ships,  but  could  not  enter  with  zeal  into 
the  new  system.  [Sir  John  Paxing- 
TON :  They  built  the  Warrior.]  Yes; 
but  who  built  the  Sesiitance  and  tbe 
Defence,  ships  which  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet condemned  on  mmour  as  unfit 
either  to  fight  or  to  swim  ?  Mr.  Watts 
built  them.  I  do  not  blame  Mr.  Watts. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  ability,  and  I 
greatly  regret  that  his  age  has  obliged 
him  to  secure  the  quiet  of  a  retired  life ; 
bat,  remember  in  criUeiaing  these  ships 
yon  are  oriticicing  Mr.  Watts  and  the  gen- 
tlemen who  were  then  oar  naral  construc- 
tors. As  to  the  attacks  on  Mr.  Reed,  I 
trust  that  be  is  above  being  made  unhappy 
by  them.  I  have  only  to  say  that  since 
be  has  been  at  the  Admiralty  Mr,  Reed 
has  shown  great  and  marked  ability ;  not 
coufining  his  attention  to  proposals  of  his 
own,  but  showing  himselt  as  anxious  to 
proceed  with  the  turret  ships  which  tbe 
Government  proposes  as  any  one  can  pos- 
sibly be.  I  tliiuk  it  is  not  fair  thus  to  criti- 
cize tbe  conduct  of  a  public  servant  who  is 
doing  bis  duty  honestly  and  faithfully,  and 
I  think,  moreoTor,  that  the  right  bon.  Gen- 
tleman whenever  be  eomes  back  to  tbe 
Admiralty  will  hare  eanse  to  remember 
what  he  has  sud  —  namely,  tfaat  we  are 
bound  to  take  back  all  these  gentlemen, 
allbongh  we  know  that  they  are  no  longer 
sufficiently  active  for  the  present  bnuness 
Zord  CUireno6  Pagri 
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of  the  nafj.  [Sir  John  Hat:  They  win  not 
eome  baek.]  At  all  erents,  the  fiur  infor- 
enee  from  Ae  ai^^ent  of  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  is  that  he  would  bring  them 
all  back.  With  re^^ard  to  patents,  tfie 
qaestion  is  a  Tory  difficult  one,  and  cer- 
tainly nothing  can  be  more  unwise  than 
to  treat  inventors  ungenerously  or  without 
due  consideration.  In  regard  to  the  case 
lately  tried,  I  can  assure  the  bon.  Baronet 
that  the  Admiralty  are  extremely  anxious 
to  make  some  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Feather,  and  I  trust  that  some  arrange- 
ment will  ultimately  be  come  to.  My  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  alladed  to  the  time  of 
captains,  and  instanced  the  cases  of  Cap- 
tain Craufurd,  Captain  Schomberg,  and 
another.  It  is  true  that  by  tbe  new  regu- 
lations no  officer  can  become  qoaliSed  for 
the  active  flag-list  until  he  has  served  three 
years  in  a  sea-going  ship ;  but  as  I  under- 
stand the  order,  those  three  years  may  be 
served  either  at  tlie  beginning  or  tbe  end. 
Perhaps  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  if  ray  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  will  meet  me  at  tbe 
Admiralty  I  will  go  into  the  case  with  him 
and  see  how  it  stands,  in  order  that  those 
officers  may  hare  full  justice  done  to  them. 
Meanwhile  I  may  say  that  I  have  heard 
of  no  representations  on  the  subject.  An- 
other point  alluded  to  has  been  tbe  claims 
of  the  widowB  of  warrant  officers.  Onr 
feelings  must  always  incline  ns  to  favour 
such  claims  as  far  as  we  ean  properly  do 
BO  ;  but  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  make  a 
retrospective  law  in  their  favour,  giving 
them  pensions  for  all  the  baek  years* 
dating  from  tbe  time— I  think  it  was  in 
1833— when  the  pensions  were  taken  away. 
All  tbe  widows  who  have  beeome  so  since 
tbe  late  regulation  now  receive  pensions. 

Sm  FREDERIC  SMITH  said,  it  was 
impossible  for  any  person  who  had  either 
listened  to  or  read  tbe  speech  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  to  the  Admi- 
ralty the  other  evening,  not  to  have 
felt  the  greatest  satisfaction  at  his  state- 
ment. It  was  lucid  and  explanatory ; 
bat  he  confessed  the  observations  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  tbe  Member  for  Droit- 
wich  (Sir  John  Pakington)  hod  some- 
what dispelled  the  bright  illusion.  From 
that  time  to  the  present  evening  be  (Sir 
Frederic  Smith)  had  been  in  a  state  of 
great  uneasiness,  fearing  that  as  regarda 
tbe  nary  we  were  not  in  Aat  state  of  aafe^ 
and  secarity  that  was  desirable  ;  but  his 
noble  Friend  had  now  removed  to  a  great 
extent  his  feara,  and  be  hoped  that  all 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  Midjw.rBaatded 

Digitized  by 


1417  A4fomui  (Mabch 


9, 1865)  MaU.  1418 


tbe  future  would  be  entirely  realised.  He 
feared,  howerer,  that  his  noble  Friend  and 
the  Admiralty  were  not  soundly  advised, 
and  he  should  like  to  know  on  whose  opi- 
nion they  were  acting  as  to  the  armament 
of  our  ships.  He  moTcd  last  year  for  a 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  present 
I  s^tem  of  naral  construction,  and  to  con- 

sider what  course  should  be  adopted  if 
there  were  found  to  be  any  cause  for  a 
change  ;  but  it  was  objected  to  b^r  the  Oo> 
Temmenti  and  they  were  still  in  ^orance 
of  the  course  which  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
was  pursuing.  Was  their  course  of  action 
determined  by  the  Controller,  who  was  not 
a  shipbuilder,  or  by  the  Chief  Constructor, 
of  whom  he  was  glad  to  hear  the  noble 
Lord  speak  so  highly?  Because  he  (Sir 
Frederic  Smith),  when  the  appointment 
of  Hr.  Reed  was  before  the  House,  liad 
stated  that  be  had  not  had  sufSotent  expe- 
rience to  justify  the  selection.  Tbere  was 
another  point  to  which  he  would  allude. 
The  Admiralty  were  about  to  build  two 
ships  of  a  norel  oonstruotion.  One  of 
them  was  to  succeed  the  ship  now  building 
at  Chatham,  which  was  plated  with  six 
inches  of  iron,  and,  as  he  understood,  she 
was  to  be  soeeeeded  by  a  ship  ]|la(ed  with 
ten  inches  of  iron.  It  was  said  that  the 
great  weight  of  iron  prerented  a  ship  being 
plated  at  the  hows  and  at  the  stem,  and  yet 
they  were  told  that  a  ship  was  to  be  plated 
with  10  inches  of  iron  on  1 0  inches  of  wood, 
with  an  inch  and  a  half  of  iron  inside, 
and  22  inches  of  wood  inside  that  skin, 
making  in  the  whole  IH  inches  of  iron, 
and  32  inches  of  wood  ;  whereas  the  War- 
rior and  the  BUtek  Prmee  were  only  4^ 
inches  of  iron  and  18  inches  of  wood,  and 
the  cost  and  weight  would  be  nearly  double. 
[Lord  Cl&benox  Paget  :  It  is  the  same 
weight  as  the  BeUerephon.']  He  was  not 
comparing  this  ship  with  the  ship  building 
at  Chatlutm,  and  it  was  quite  clear  that 
the  cost  and  weight  would  he  much 
greater.  Had  any  experiment  been  made 
to  test  the  power  of  resistuwo  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  Warnor  tar- 

fett  If  such  a  test  had  been  made, 
e  would  be  satisfied ;  it  would  be  satis- 
factory to  the  Committee  to  hear  the  re- 
sult. If  there  had  been  no  such  test,  be 
tliought  they  might  be  incurring  great  ex- 
pense on  experiments  which  might  prove 
a  failure.  The  noble  Lord  had  not  stated 
how  far  below  or  above  the  water  line  the 
6  inches  of  iron  were  to  be  placed,  so  that 
practical  men  might  be  able  to  form  some 
idea  of  the  weight.   Then,  a  new  kind  of 


vessel  was  to  be  propelled,  said  the  noble 
Lord,  by  a  water-wheel  within  the  ship. 
He  knew  the  noble  Lord's  ability  and 
knowledge  of  bis  profession  ;  but  he  (Sir 
Frederic  Smith)  snould  be  glad  to  know 
who  upon  Qod's  earth  had  advised  him  in 
this  matter  I  The  principle  was  to  be 
water  acting  upon  water ;  and  he  supposed 
an  orifice  behind  and  in  the  two  sides,  so 
that  the  ship  could  turn  in  the  water  like 
a  teetotum.  The  ship  was  to  beoaUed  the 
FoterwiCcA  ;  it  would  be  better  to  call  her 
the  TeetoUm.  Had  any  experiments  been 
made  to  test  this  new  scheme  ?  He  knew 
a  little  as  to  the  effect  of  water  acting  upon 
water,  and  he  wanted  to  know  what  expe- 
riments had  been  made  to  test  this  new 
scheme.  When  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
was  Lord  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Forts,  he 
took  a  great  interest  in  Dover  Harbour,  in 
front  of  which  there  was  always  a  bar. 
The  attention  of  the  Lord  Warden  was 
directed  as  to  the  best  mode  of  getting  rid 
of  that  bar;  he  was  advised  by  a  celebrated 
engineer  to  try  this  principle  of  water 
against  water ;  but  after  spending  about 
one  million  of  money,  the  experiment 
turned  out  a  complete  failure.  If,  how- 
ever, by  the  nse  of  water  with  a  water- 
wheel  a  moderate  speed  could  be  obtained, 
there  was  no  doubt  that  to  be  able  to  dis- 
pense with  fuel  and  engine  works  would  so 
far  be  a  great  advantage,  and  if  the  noble 
Lord  would  show  that  his  principle  was 
likely  to  act  successfully,  he  for  one  should 
be  glad  to  see  it  carried  into  effect.  The 
whole  question  of  shipbuilding,  no  doubt, 
as  the  noble  Lord  observed,  was  more  or 
less  a  matter  of  compromise  ;  but  he  (Sir 
Frederic  Smith)  should  be  glad  to  know 
whether  the  Admiralty  were  going  in  one 
direction  or  another.  What  was  the  chief 
object  to  be  sought,  speed  or  security  f 
In  actions  on  shore  they  did  not  protect 
the  guns  nor  the  gunners ;  but  in  great 
actions  at  sea  th^  mnst  look  to  the 
safety  of  the  ship  mat,  and  the  gun  and 
gunners  afterwards.  If  the  cupola  prindpla 
oould  be  got  to  work  satismtorily  there 
oonld  be  no  doubt  that  that  principle  was 
the  beat  for  fighting  the  guns.  But  the 
noble  Lord  said  tbere  was  great  difficulty 
in  carrying  it  out  because  of  the  rigging 
being  in  the  way  ;  but  the  guns  might,  he 
(Sir  Frederic  Smith)  thought,  be  placed  in 
such  a  position  that  the  difficulties  in  this 
respect  might  be  overcome.  He  was,  he 
might  add,  very  unwilling  to  say  anything 
on  the  present  occoiUon  on  another  qoes- 
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of  the  TH&tj  i  Init  lie  toig^t  be  allowed  to 
■tAte  that  he  wai  rerr  sorr^  if  he  had 
glren  the  gentleman  who  held  that  office 
pain  by  the  obierrationi  which  he  made 
soma  month*  ago.  In  making  those  ob- 
■errationa  he  was  limplj  discharging  what 
he  Iwliered  to  be  his  duty.  He  had  pointed 
oat  that  tiie  gentleman  In  question  bad  not 
^  had  sufficient  experience  m  shipbnilding, 
although,  being  possessed  of  great  natural 
quickness,  he  might  siooe  have  picked  up 
considerable  knowledge.  That,  however, 
was  no  justification  of  suob  appointments, 
and  nothing  would,  he  understood,  induce 
Hr.  Lang — who,  he  beliered,  was  now  the 
adviser  of  the  Ueasrs.  Samuda — to  return 
to  the  Oovernment  service.  But  while  com- 
plaining of  the  appointment,  he  hoped  the 
efforts  of  Mr.  Reed  would  be  attended  with 
success.  He  should  like  to  know  whether 
the  Chief  Constructor  oF  the  Navy  was  the 
principal  adviser  of  the  Adminuty  aa  to 
•hipbuilding,  and  whether  larger  or  imaller 
■htpa  were  to  be  eonstnioted,  what  was  to 
b«  their  eost,  their  powera  of  reaiatanee, 
■nd  the  nature  of  tbnr  gnna  ?  The  noble 
Lord  had  also  adverted  to  the  sabject  of 
the  Marines,  and  he  might  take  that  op- 
portunity of  saving  that  he  had  nerer 
in  the  whole  eourse  of  his  service  seen  a 
body  of  soldiers  more  readj  to  perform 
the  doties  required  of  them.  Tbey  were 
hardtj  excelled  as  ganners  bj  the  Ar- 
tillerj.  and  there  were  no  better  marks- 
men with  the  rifle ;  he  therefore  hoped 
the  Government  would  weigh  the  mat- 
ter well  before  thej  reduced  such  a 
valuable  force.  As  to  the  other  topics 
which  had  been  adverted  to  in  the  course 
of  the  diseOBsion  he  had  but  very  few  re- 
marks to  make.  He  was  glad  to  learn 
that  it  was  not  proposed  to  give  up  Pem- 
broke Dockyard.  There  would  be  very 
little  diffieulty  in  making  it  secure  ;  it  was 
in  a  position  whieh  ^ve  easy  access  to  the 
oeean,  and  it  had  beaidea  the  great  advan- 
tage of  being  a  good  harbour  of  refage. 
With  regard  to  the  constroction  of  works, 
he  would  recommend  expedition  in  the 
eonsimction  of  those  works  which  the  Qo- 
Tomment  had  determined  opon,  for  he 
quite  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  there 
was  a  great  waste  of  public  money  in 
spreading  its  expenditure  over  an  extended 
period  of  time.  The  cost  of  superintend- 
ence and  the  difficulty  of  getting  contrac- 
tors in  a  large  way  of  business  to  nnder- 
take  works  was  thereby  increased,  and  he 
felt  ^ite  onre  that  if  the  worki  about  to 
be  oarrled  ont  at  Cbatbam  were  eonetniet- 
SirJMmtSmith 


ed  under  eontraot  instead  of  by  eonvlH  la- 
bour, they  would  be  in  a  greater  state  of 
advaucement.  He  Was,  therefore,  glad  to 
find  that  that  eourse  was  to  be  taken  in 
connection  with  those  works,  one  which  he 
had  recommended  some  jeara  back.  He 
mi^ht  add  that  Chatham  was  in  a  position 
which  would  enable  it  to  be  defended  with 
the  greatest  possible  ease  ;  and  afker  the 
rumours  we  had  heard  of  late  we  should 
lose  no  time  in  making  Chatham  and  other 
places  secure.  If,  unfortunately,  the  war 
with  America  with  which  we  were  threat- 
ened should  break  oat,  it  would  be  found 
that  no  American  vessel  would  attempt  to 
attack  Chatham,  which  was  much  less  ex- 
posed than  either  Portsmonth  or  Devon- 
port.  As  he  had  alluded  to  the  appre- 
hension of  a  war  with  America,  he  might 
remind  the  noble  Lord  of  the  danger  which 
we  should  run  in  that  event  of  losing  pos- 
session of  the  Canadian  Iiakes  and  the 
command  of  the  St.  Lawrence ;  for  the 
position  of  Canada  wonid  then  be  pwilona 
in  the  extreme.  Be  thought,  theiefbre, 
that  the  Government  should  lose  no  time 
in  constructing  gunboats  and  batteriea  for 
the  protection  of  the  Lakes.  As  to  in- 
creasing the  pay  of  the  artisans  in  our 
dockyards,  he  should  like  to  put  it  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Pontefract(Mr.  Childers), 
who  had  said  that  to  make  the  increase  of 
6d.  a  day  would  necessitate  an  expenditare 
of  £150,000  a  year  more,  whether  he  did 
not  think  that  by  procuring  the  services  of 
men  who  were  satisfied  with  their  wagea 
that  amount  would  not  be  recouped.  It 
had  been  stated  that  one  of  the  reasona 
why  the  old  master  shipwrights  bad  been 
got  rid  of  was  because  they  knew  nothing 
about  iron  shipbuilding ;  but  fae  shonla 
like  to  know  whether  those  who  were  put 
in  their  place  posaeeaed  that  knowledge. 

CoLOAKL  S  YKES  aaid,  that  some  alarm- 
ing statements  bad  been  made  in  the 
course  irf  tiiis  debate.  He  regretted  to 
have  beard  it  said  that  after  spending 
£58,000,000,  in  esse  of  an  emergency 
the  British  navy  would  not  be  competent 
to  meet  an  adversary  on  the  sea  ;  because 
such  statements  would  have  a  prejudicial 
effect  throughout  the  country  and  also 
abroad.  It  bad  been  said  that  ships  which 
were  armed  from  stem  to  stern  would  not 
be  seaworthy.  This  was  very  lament* 
able,  if  true ;  and  he  was  more  disposed 
to  agree  in  the  statement,  because  a  dta- 
tinguished  engineer  had  said  to  him  that 
'the  heavy-aiiBaennd  shipa  wonM  be  IHtely 
to  be  proTod  dini«^^tiMUi3«^J«^/ 
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tbey  would  ueTet  eoUd  Again.  Bat 
there  wm  at  leaet  this  eonsoUtlon,  that 
if  odr  Iroo-plated  thipt  were  a  failure, 
thoie  of  fbreigii  nations  would  be  equally 
feilnres,  and  we  shonid  not  be  worse  off 
than  our  neighbours.  Oat  of  doors  Uiere 
wore  oontinusl  ones  for  i«daetioii  of  ex- 
pense in  referenoe  to  the  army  and 
the  nary,  and  yet  In  the  Honie  many 
Uembers  who  spoke  made  some  pro- 
position wfaiehi  if  adopted,  wonid  inoreaso 
•zponse.  We  oqght  to  ban  a  fleet  eom- 
petent  to  meet  tiie  naral  foree  of  the 
maritimfl  naiiont  of  Europe  ;  with  America 
we  need  not  tronble  ourselres,  as  tbey 
were  so  far  off,  and  had  too  much  to  do 
at  home  at  present.  Now,  dismissing  the 
iroo-clads  on  one  side  and  the  other,  bow 
stood  the  comparison  between  us  and  oor 
nearest  neighbours  in  respect  to  the  num- 
ber of  sbips,  seamen,  and  marines  %  If 
there  were  100  on  one  side,  with  50,000 
seamen,  and  only  50  ships  on  the  other, 
with  20,000  seamen,  the  nation  with  the 
largest  force  wonid  sorely  be  able  to  meet 
iti  opponents.  From  an  Admiralty  Return 
oti  the  table  of  the  House  It  appeared 
that,  besides  27  armour-plated  ressels 
afloat,  and  8  building,  this  country  had  330 
lerew  ships  and  88  paddle  tbtps  afloat, 
making  a  total  of  445  ships  afloat.  Inde- 
pendent of  69  effsotiTO  sailing  vessels. 
Aeeording  to  the  Freneh  Budget  for  1865. 
which  he  held  hi  his  hand,  the  French 
had  afloat  81  screws  and  57  paddles, 
and  50  sailing  ressels,  making  a  total 
of  188.  Sorely  as  far  as  the  number 
of  Teasels  was  coneemed,  England  had 
no  occasion  for  alarm.  The  French  had 
also  six  iron  ressds  which  were  afloat 
for  the  purpose  of  experiment,  and  tbey 
had  twenty  ships  in  reserve.  We  were 
also  building  other  armoured  ships,  and  we 
had  sixty-nine  sailing  ships  against  the 
French  twenty.  He  mentioned  these  facts 
beoaose  he  did  not  wish  it  to  go  forth  that 
this  conntry  was  incapable  of  meeting  her 
enemies.  She  noTor  had  been,  and  noTor 
would  be  so.  He  would  now  refer  to 
the  manning  of  the  ships.  By  the  Navy 
Estimates  at  present  before  the  Hoase  it 
was  proposed  to  muntain  52,000  seamen 
and  boys,  and  17,000  msrines— 69,000  in 
all.  There  were  750  etTilians  attached  to 
the  force,  increasing  it  to  69,760.  What 
were  the  numbers  in  the  Frenoh  nary  ? 
There  were  1,592  oflioerB  and  28,889 
seamen.  With  these  figores  surely  there 
was  no  ground  for  fear  that  we  should 
be  aUe  to  moot  onr  enemies  open  the 


ocean,  as  had  been  stated  in  the  debate. 
We  bad  also  16,000  seamen  who  had 
received  a  retainer  of  £6  each,  and  this 
reserve  force  had  cost  altogether  upwards 
of  £143,000.  He  should  like  to  know, 
however,  how  many  of  these  men  the 
Admiralty  could  put  tbeir  bands  upon 
when  they  were  wanted ;  for  there  was  no 
doubt  that  some  of  them  were  now  in 
India,  China,  Japan,  and  elsewhere.  The 
time  was  probably  coming  when  there 
would  he  nothing  but  iron  shins  wlthont- 
armour,  and  then  there  would  be  no  dif- 
fienlty  in  reference  to  the  question  of 
floating.  In  regard  to  the  qnestion  of 
finance,  he  could  not  oongratnlate  the 
Admiralty  upon  their  snecess  in  bringing 
about  retrenchment.  There  bad  been  a 
great  flourish  of  trumpets  throughout  the 
country  In  referenee  to  retrenchment ; 
but  while  our  Estimates  for  the  Navy  last 
year  were  £10.708,621,  the  Estimates 
this  year  are  £10,992,324 ;  and  this 
showed  but  a  small  saving.  The  French 
Estimates  were,  of  course,  very  much 
smaller  than  ours,  because  their  navy  was 
less ;  but  he  wished  to  mention  that  the 
French  Budget  was  singularly  perfect  fal 

fiving  the  most  minute  alia  elaborsto 
etaiu,  and  he  was  glad  to  see  in  the 
English  Estimates  tfaeeffiMtsof  the  band!- 
wont  of  the  present  Civil  Lord  and  the 
Ute  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  exhibited 
in  the  Appendices,  But  there  was  room 
for  still  further  improvement.  There  was 
an  enormous  discrepancy  between  onr 
selves  and  the  French  in  referenoe  to 
the  cost  of  establishments,  and  this 
arose  from  the  fact  that  the  French 
officers  worked  harder,  and  vrith  fewer 
officers,  and  got  less  pay  than  ours.  The 
cost  of  the  French  navy  for  the  present 
year  was  £6,129,649,  hot  this  hioluded 
£998,228  for  colonial  expenditure;  so 
that  the  real  cost  of  their  navy  was  re- 
duced to  little  more  than  £5,000,000,  or 
about  one  half  the  eest  of  oun.  But 
we  in  addition  spent  something  like 
£4,000,000  en  our  colonies.  He  bad 
made  Aese  observations  in  order  to  aHay 
alarm  at  heme,  and  to  dispel  any  feeling 
of  ezultaUon  which  might  exist  abroad 
at  the  idea  that  all  our  attempts  to  improve 
our  navy  had  failed  and  that  we  had  no 
adequate  force  with  which  to  defend  oar- 
selves  at  sea.  He  now  desired  to  warn 
the  House  against  the  mischief  which  had 
arisen,  and  was  continually  arising,  from 
the  manner  In  whieh  schemes  for  poblie 
works  werepreeentfllej^aig^^ 
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the  facilitj  with  which  they  were  adopted. 
In  the  first  jrear  a  small  turn  was  asked  for, 
and  in  the  next  one  a  little  larg^er,  and 
these  sums  went  on  aconmulatinit,  until 
when,  in  three  or  four  years.  Members 
of  that  House  began  to  be  alarmed  for 
the  future,  thejr  were  told  that  they 
had  already  spent  so  mooh  money  that 
it  would  be  folly  not  to  continue  the 
eipendlture,  and  that  they  were  em- 
barked in  responsibilities  of  which,  at  the 
time  of  undertaking  them,  they  had  no 
idea.  At  Chatham.  £1.250.000  was  to  be 
■pent,  of  which  X70,000  was  required  this 
jear,  and  a  balance  of  £1,026.120  would 
remain  to  be  voted.  At  Portsmouth, 
£1,500.000  wae  to  be  ipent ;  £7.500 
«M  voted  last  year,  and  £20,000  was 
asked  for  tliis  year,  tearing  £1.477,500 
to  he  voted.  At  Keyham,  the  sum  to  be 
spent  was  £1.425,000,  and  after  the 
£21.000  to  be  taken  this  year  there  would 
remain  £58,500  to  be  voted.  The  Com- 
mittee would  remember  how  money  had 
been  thrown  away  at  Dover  and  at  At- 
demey.  If  the  House  had  voted  enough 
money  to  buy  gunpowder  to  blow  that 
island  out  of  the  water  it  would  have 
saved  the  country  a  couple  of  millions. 
Without  going  into  other  cases  he  might 
state  generally  that  the  expenditure  to 
which  the  Admirslty  was  committed  to  be 
voted  in  future  years  would,  after  the 
grants  of  this  year,  amount  to  no  less 
than  £4,001,120.  In  eoncIusioD  he  said 
that  he  thoaght  that  it  was  nnftiir  to 
the  Admiralty  to  give  curreney  to  one- 
aided  statements  as  to  the  inefficiency  of 
onr  fleet,  or  to  engage  in  verbal  disputes 
which  were  nnworthy  of  that  House. 

Ma.  LAIRD  said,  he  would  confine  him- 
self to  two  or  three  points  which  he  con- 
sidered of  much  importance.  First,  he  was 
glad  to  hear  from  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
those  most  important  and  desirable  works 
— namely,  the  extension  of  docks  and 
basins — were  to  be  completed  at  the  earliest 
possible  time.  When  he  first  beeame  a 
Meuiber  of  the  House  it  waa  considered 
that  the  eiteosion  of  these  works  would 
eaase  a  great  expense  without  a  corre- 
■pooding  benefit;  but  he  wag  glad  to  hear 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  never  ohaoged 
hit  opinion  upon  the  matter.  Before  he 
beeame  %  Member  of  the  House  be  was 
uked  to  give  evidence  before  Uie  Com- 
mittee upon  the  extension  of  Chatham 
Dockyard,  but  be  was  unable  to  do  ao.  The 
Report,  however,  wm  sent  to  him,  and 


statements  in  it  showed  the  importance  of 
immediately  carrying  out  the  works  neces- 
sary to  remedy  the  defects  of  our  dock- 
yards. The  Report,  which  was  drawn  up  by 
a  late  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  in  1861, 
stated  that  we  had  only  forty-one  acres  of 
basins  for  the  reception  of  ships  while  being 
repaired  or  refitted;  and  he  believed  that 
at  the  present  time  we  had  only  a  few  acres 
more.  The  want  of  adequate  basin  accom- 
modation was  most  prajodicial  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  added  greatly 
to  the  cost  of  repairing  ships  and  potting 
their  stores  on  board.  He  believed  that 
the  cost  of  the  AchiUet  was  increased  by 
£25.000  or  £30,000  in  consequence  of 
her  having  to  lie  in  the  stream  three  miles 
away  from  the  dockyard  to  be  finished. 
Having  been  a  dookowner  and  a  shipowner 
himself,  he  might  perhaps  be  accused  of 
looking  at  the  question  in  a  commercial 
way;  hut  he  knew  the  value  of  docks  to 
the  merchant  marine,  and  what  was  suit- 
able for  general  trade  could  not  be  unsuit- 
able for  the  navy.  In  time  of  peace  the 
want  of  accommodation  caused  setious  de- 
lay and  expense;  but  Admiral  Robinson 
himself  had  stated  that  if  we  had  not  pro- 
per accommodation  for  repairing  our  siiipa 
we  should  in  time  of  war  be  compelled  to 
double  our  fleet.  Even  in  a  sheltered  river 
like  the  Thames,  it  was  found  neeessaty 
for  commereial  purposes  to  construct  sueh 
docks  as  the  London,  the  St.  Katharine, 
the  Commereial,  the  Victoria,  and  others 
on  the  souUi  side,  beeanse  eommenial  men 
found  them  necessary  to  cheapen  the 
working  of  trade,  and  those  who  did  not 
use  them  could  not  compete  with  those 
who  did.  In  the  Mersey  there  were  400 
acres  of  dock  space,  on  the  construction  of 
which  £12.000,000  had  heen  expended, 
and  he  believed  that  if  a  change  took  place 
in  the  American  trade  more  would  be  re- 
quired. Graving  docks  of  the  largest  sise 
bad  been  provided,  but  there  was  a  con- 
stant ery  that  mora  were  wanted.  A 
merohant  who  attempted  to  transact  his 
business  in  the  stream  of  the  Mersey 
could  not  compete  with  one  who  took 
his  ships  into  dock  and  did  his  business 
there.  The  docks  on  the  Mersey  yielded 
a  return  of  more  than  4^  per  cent 
upon  the  onthiy;  and  he  believed  that  the 
extensions  now  eontempUted  would  yidd 
the  country  a  return  of  20  to  30  per  cent 
in  a  few  yeara.  As  to  the  sale  of  useless 
dockyards,  the  Committee  of  that  House 
unanimously  recommended  the  aide  of  the 
jarda  at  Deptfnd  and  Woq' 
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vml  hon.  Hemben  rotod  liar  the  sale  of 
Pembroke  alio.  He  hinasdf  Toted  for  the 
gale  of  these  dooliyarcls,  because  it  would 
Bare  the  eonhtry  j&10,000  a  year  in  mere 
expenses,  and  because  be  believed  it  would 
be  to  the  iuterest  of  the  country  to  eon- 
oentrate  the  building  as  well  as  the  re- 
pairing of  ships  at  Chatham,  Portsmouth, 
and  Beronport.  If  that  was  done,  when 
reisela  came  in  to  be  repaired,  men  might 
be  taken  off  new  work  to  do  what  was 
required,  and  the  ships  might  be  re- 
fitted and  immediately  sent  to  sea  again  ; 
while  at  Pembroke  it  might  be  neces- 
sary to  be  alwaya  building  ships  to  keep 
the  men  together.  The  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Clarence  Paget)  seemed  to  be  against 
tiie  aale  of  Pembroke ;  bat  he  hoped 
the  OoTemment  would  consider  welt  be- 
fore they  went  to  any  great  expense  in 
reapeot  of  that  yard.  Of  the  £1,500.000 
which  was  to  be  laid  out  at  Portsmouth, 
only  £20,000  was  aaked  for  this  year, 
and  the  noble  Lord  said  that  that  was  as 
much  as  they  could  spend  in  a  tweWemonth. 
He  thought  that  the  noble  Lord  must  hare 
been  badly  advised  upon  that  point,  be- 
eause  he  knew  works  on  the  Mersey  on 
which  £600.000  or  £700.000  had  been 
jndieionsly  expended  annually.  In  his  opi- 
moD  it  was  the  interest  of  the  country  to 
eon|dete  these  works  as  rapidly  as  poa- 
■ible ;  and  it  was  more  adrisable  lo  raise 
money  for  the  porpoae  of  oompletiDg  these 
pnblie  docks,  which  were  essential  to  the 
well-being  of  the  aerrice,  than  for  the  pnr- 

Sose  of  ereetiog  fortifications  to  protect 
oekyarda  which  were  utterly  inadequate 
for  the  reqnirementa  of  Uie  seniee.  He 
hoped  they  ahould  hear  that  Qoremmeot 
had  taken  some  measures  for  the  com* 
pletion  of  the  dockyards  at  Chatham, 
Portsmouth,  and  Bevonport  within  the 
next  three  or  four  years.  Then  there  was 
the  question  as  to  dockyards  on  foreign 
stations.  He  regretted  that  nothing  had 
been  said  relatifo  to  Bermuda,  as  ships 
were  constantly  coming  home  from  the  Ame- 
rican eoast  for  repairs,  which  if  there  were 
proper  accommodation  might  easily  be  re- 
paired at  that  station.  This  was  a  point 
that  in  ease  of  war  would  be  of  the  utmost 
importance,  as  half  the  fieet  might  be  dia- 
abled  and  bare  to  be  aeot  home  in  that 
eoaditioD  to  be  repaired,  and  thus  a  great 
deal  of  time  would  be  wasted  and  a  great 
risk  ineurred.  He  had  no  beutation  in 
saying  that  if  proper  aceommodation  for 
repairing  onr  fleet  were  proTided  at  that 
station,  its  eflbiieney  aod,  therefore,  (he 


power  of  (his  country,  would  be  greatly  in- 
creased. Another  point  he  wouM  refer  to 
was  the  much  debated  question  as  to  what 
description  of  ressels  were  required  for  our 
fieet,  and  what  kind  of  gnus  ought  to  be 
placed  on  board  them.  In  his  opinion,  it 
was  essential  that  the  vessels  should  he  of 
great  speed  and  that  the  guns  should  be  of 
large  size;  and  the  only  question  then  was 
how  were  those  large  gnus  to  be  carried  ? 
It  had  been  clearly  proved  by  the  case  of 
the  Alabama  that  if  a  shot  or  a  shell  from 
those  large  gone  struck  a  wooden  vessel  the 
result  would  be  fatal.  That  ship  wasstrnek 
by  an  Il-inoh  shell,  which  made  a  hole  in 
her  aide  four  or  five  feet  in  diameter,  tore 
op  her  deck,  and  so  injured  her  (hat  she 
went  down  in  a  few  minntee,  as  any  other 
wooden  vessel  would  have  done  nnder  the 
oireamstanees.  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
letter  from  a  naval  officer  on  the  sabjeot  of 
the  comparison  between  the  Euglish  and 
the  American  fleets,  and  it  should  not  he 
forgotten  that  during  the  last  American 
war  this  country  found  the  American  vessels 
both  larger  and  better  armed  than  our 
own,  and  we  were  placed  in  cooseqaence 
in  a  very  bad  position  compared  with  our 
opponents.    In  that  letter  it  was  asked— 

"  Whftt  ship  have  we  to  blockade  New  Tork 
Tbo  Defence  ud  the  Retistance  are,  I  believe, 
the  odI^  two  that  would  keep  the  tea  then.  The 
Warrior  and  Black  Prince  might ;  the  rest  could 
not. 

"  What  omuing  ihipfl  have  we  to  protect  oor 
trade  t — The  Orlando,  Mertey,  Gaiatea,  Ariadna, 
Doria,  and  Diadem — that  ii  the  lot. 

"What  oould  one  of  our  oommoo  ffO-gun  frigates, 
with  their  preieot  Uiirtj-fiTe  gima,  do  against  the 
MinM*ota  American  clais  f — The  last  offlcial  re- 
ports of  the  Taokee  SRimuota  elass  f^tt  them, 
30  0-inoh  guns  on  main  deck  ;  16  B-ineh,  1 100- 
poonder  rifle,  and  1  11-inch  pivot,  on  npperdeck 
— total,  48  gnns.  Brooklynolm. — 23  9-iDcband 
3  pivota,  aa  above — gun  frigates.  Entaw  eUu. — 
3  pivots  as  above,  4  9-iDch  gnoi — total,  34  guns. 
She  wonld  be  more  than  a  mateb  for  our  SMnoh 
3  34-poonder  rifled.  Aocording  to  officers  re- 
cently come  from  Ameriea,  tbne  ships  go  good 
twelve  knots  at  lea. 

"Would  our  improved  J  laiamaf  escape  from 
them  ;  and  what  ctianoe  would  tbejr  have  along- 
side  of  them  f — Foor  guos  against  eight  gnos." 

What  description  of  vessel  was  required  to 
cany  these  large  guns  f  It  was  stated 
that  many  of  the  ships  now  building  were 
to  be  armed  with  300-ponnder  guos,  and 
that  they  would  be  famished  with  ma- 
chinery for  (raining  them.  But  no  gnn 
Ui^r  than  a  6|-ineh  gun  had  yet  been 
worked  broadside.  Was  i(  not  almost  a 
waste  of  money  to  build  ships  for  broadside 
gnns  of  this  ealihre  until  it  was  settled 


1437  ail/pfy—  iVOUmm]        iravf  JWAm«m—  I4a8 


sveh  ft  poiHton  f  Whai  b«  nggtsted  wai, 
that  ane  or  two  of  tfaeaa  eaonnoufl  gana 
ahonld  ba  put  tu  board  woodoi  Teaaals  as 
braadaida  gnoi,  and  tbat  tfaa  *hm«  ahoitld 
tban  bo  aaat  iato  the  Atlantie  ror  two  or 
thraa  montha  in  order  to  lea  wheAer  or 
not  tbo  gnni  were  managaable  nndar  aaob 
cironiDttuMes.  A  aomewhat  aimilar  ex- 
periment was  tried  m  the  Amerioan  nary 
a  few  yean  ago*  when  it  waa  found  that 
they  dare  not  oast  the  gnns  loose  in  a  sea- 
way. Bat  assnming  that  these  large 
broadside  gnns  oould  be  earned  and  worked 
safely*  why  not  arm  the  fFarrtor*  the 
Agineourt,  and  the  Minotaur,  with  them 
at  once,  as  a  few  300-poiinder  or  600- 
ponnder  gans  would  be  far  more  effective 
tban  a  nomber  of  amallw  ones?  Bat  all 
the  fresh  evidenoe  they  obUuned  aa  the 
aobjeet  tended  to  eonfirm  his  impression 
that  the  only  safe  mode  of  earrying  heary 
gone*  with  ad?ant^^  waa  in  a  eapola 
ship.  By  meana  of  the  tamtable.  whieh 
waa  one  « tba  prinaiidaa  of  Oaptaia  (MesV 
system,  the  beaneat  gun  eoun  ba  trained 
iritb  dw  greateat  eaae  —  that  waa  the 
|ffiDei|da  on  whieh  loeonotiTea  wore  so 
easily  tamed  on  railways.  There  never 
was  a  greater  error  than  waa  to  be  fonod 
in  the  impresaioB  *hioh  had  got  abroad 
that  good  sea-going  enpda  ships  eoold  not 
be  conitmcted.  The  hall  of  a  oopola  ressel 
was  ezaolly  the  same  as  that  of  any  other 
Toss^,  th*  only  diffsreoee  being  in  a  sn- 
perior  mode  of  oanying  the  armament. 
Mr.  Reed  attempted  to  effeet  the  same 
thing  by  a  box  in  the  centre  of  the  Teasel, 
so  that  the  weight  waa  reoioTed  from  the 
ends  of  the  veasel,  die  rasalt  being  tbat  aha 
sailed  moeh  better.  Bat  by  Captain  Coles's 
plan  that  advantage  waa  lUso  obtained.  So 
that  the  notion  that  good  sea-going  enpola 
ships  eonld  not  be  aonstrnetea  waa  rimply 
■beard.  He  did  net  make  Aase  state* 
menta  off-hand;  for  ft  happened  Aat  the 
firm  with  whieb  he  had  been  eonneeted 
constantly  received  appUeationa  for  the 
eenstruction  of  sueh  sMps.  It  had  been 
stated  tbat  what  waa  reqnired  was  a  vessel 
capable  of  earring  foar  300-poander  or 
OOO-poander  guns,  and  of  steaming  fourteen 
knots  an  hour.  Now,  he  had  stated  last 
year  that  vessels  of  1,200  or  1,300  tons 
ooold  be  built  aapable  of  going  twelve 
knots  an  hour,  and  of  carrying  twe  300- 
pounder  gnns.  Snob  veMcls  wenid  «oet 
comparatively  a  small  sum.  He  sheidd 
like  to  know  what  vessels  in  oar  navy, 
of  moderate  sine,  conld  compete  with 
alupa  of  Boeh  a  etasa  ?   Ha  waa  delight- 


ed  to  hear  his  noble  Friend  say  tbat 
they  were  going  to  try  doable  aeraws 
as  applied  to  large  Teiaela,  beoaoae  b« 
thought  a  enpola  vaaael  carrying  large 

guns,  taming  by  means  of  doable  serswa  OD 
er  eenb*!  aa  on  a  pivot,  wonM  be  ^e  best 
man-of-war  that  eoold  poasibly  ba  obtained, 
as  she  eoald  take  np  and  remain  in  any 
position  her  commander  chose,  He  did  not 
intend  to  go  into  details  relating  to  onr 
present  eapola  ships— namely,  the  Boycil 
Sovereign,  the  iVuwe  Albert,  the  Smt- 
pion,  and  the  Wyvem  ;  but  in  his  opinion 
both  the  Roifal  Sotiereign  and  the  iViaee 
Albert  drew  too  moeh  water  for  oosat  and 
harbonr  defeoee,  for  which  pnrpoae  tba 
two  latter  vessels,  as  drawing  only  sixteen 
feet  of  water,  were  much  better  adapted,  al- 
though even  they  were  ooly  deaigned  as  oa* 
oasional  sea-gmng  cruisers.  We  mast  have, 
in  addition,  a  dass  of  vesselB  drawing  aboot 
Bfteen  or  sixteen  fset  of  water  for  aerviea, 
in  the  event  af  a  war  wiUi  a  foreign  aoantry, 
die  eoasta  and  harboara  of  whieh  were  too 
shallow  to  be  approaebed  by  tba  Warrior. 
Snch  ahipa  ware  required  fiir  isore  than 
the  larger  clasa  of  veassda ;  and  Ce  render 
them  good  sea-going  boats  they  must  ba 
lightly  plated  at  both  ends  and  the  weight 
kept  in  the  middle.  The  old  question  aa 
to  the  relative  advantages  of  wood  end  iron 
for  constmoting  vessels  had  been  ravived. 
He  need  hardly  say  that  he  had  ahraya 
consistently  advocated  the  eonstroction  of 
vess^  of  iron  in  the  place  of  wood.  He 
waa  sure  tbat  the  wooden  armoar-idaled 
sfaipe  would  soon  go  to  fneoee,  and  that 
all  vessels  so  oonstrueted  woold  get  into 
constant  trouble.  He  believed  die  real 
reason  of  the  enermous  amennt  expMded 
in  the  repairs  nS  vessds  waa  to  ba  fband 
in  th^r  beii^  eanatraeted  of  wood  ia 
place  of  inn.  In  reply  te  dw  iaqairiea 
made  by  the  bon.  Member  for  Finabnrj 
(Sir  Morton  Peto)  aa  to  the  dombility  ef 
iron  ahipa*  be  woald  net  vndertake  to  say 
how  long  an  iron  ship  woald  last  t  hut  be 
mi^ht  say  that  an  iron  vessel,  the  flrai  with 
whwb  he  was  formerly  conneeled  had  hwHi 
thirty  years  ago,  waa  examined  a  short 
time  since,  when  it  was  foand  that  an  ex- 
penditura  of  a  few  pounds  would  fit  liar 
for  active  service,  and  that  she  would  laat 
for  many  years  to  come— all  she  wanted 
waa  new  eegiaea.  Again,  in  1839,  the 
same  firm  bad  built  die  first  iran  vesael 
Oevernosent  aerriee,  she  had  been  on 
the  eoaat  of  Afriaa  and  alaewhera,  aai  Im 
had  never  beevd  any  en^laint  ef  kori  abn 
had  bean  in  eanatauit  enplsnHBt  and  VM 
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■till  tn  ue.  H!«  hon.  Fri«ttd  the  Member 
fbr  Lineoln  (Ur.  Seely)  made  a  Motion  a 
few  days  ago  in  favour  of  which  mnoh 
might  be  said,  hat  the  real  eaoM  of  the 
exeesBire  ooit  of  the  repairs  was  that  when 
ahipe  eame  home  from  foreign  Berrioe  in 
bad  order  they  were  at  onee  paid  off  and 
laid  np  in  ordinary,  when  they  got  worse 
daily.  Then  tbey  were  required  in  a  great 
horry  and  were  repaired  at  any  cost,  Instead 
of  due  forethought  being  taken  as  to  what 
ressels  irould  be  required,  and  those  kept 
in  proper  order  to  meet  any  emergencies 
that  might  arise.  This  course  of  proceed- 
ing would  be  far  better  than  repairing 
obsolete  reasels  at  half  or  two-thirds  their 
original  cost.  The  noble  Lord  had  stated 
that  he  was  sorry  the  contract  ships  being 
built  for  the  OoTemment  were  so  much 
behind  time.  But  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  tlAy  had  in  that  case  to  aoder- 
take  an  entirely  new  boaineas,  and  that 
the  apeei6eation8  they  reeeired  from  the 
Admirahy  were  not  ttriotly  dettned.  It 
was  impossible  to  build  a  ressel  and  eom- 
plete  her  to  time  without  a  elear  specifica- 
tion {  and  one  clause  in  the  building  con- 
tracts— namely,  *'  all  other  details  as  may 
be  required  by  the  inspectors" — was  very 
loose  and  vague.  Hearing  so  much  of 
the  BeUerophon,  and  how  rapidly  she  was 
progressing,  be  had  thought  it  best  to  go 
to  Cbaiham  and  see  her.  He  went  last 
July  with  a  friend  who  was  a  very  expe- 
rienced shipbuilder,  and  erery  faotlity  was 
afforded  him  by  the  authorities.  He  was 
much  struck  with  the  resael,  and  he 
bought  it  only  h.ir  to  say  that  the  greatest 
possible  credit  wss  due  to  Mr.  Reed  for 
the  improved  mode  of  constraeting  her. 
That  gentleman  had  simplified  the  mode 
of  oottitroetioD,  and  he  felt  that  that 
veseel  mast  eost  the  Oovemment  25  or 
30  per  eent  less  in  wagei  than  the 
AehUlM.  The  foreman  said  to  him,  '*  Wt 
ean  build  tliis  ship  in  half  the  time  taken 
by  the  Aek^et,  and  he  eould  see  that 
he  was  right.  Everything  about  her  waa 
plain,  strong,  and  easily  got  np,  and  be 
only  wished,  for  the  sake  of  the  oontrao- 
tors,  that  something  of  the  kind  had  been 
introdooed  l)6fore.  He  did  not  want  to 
cry  Dp  any  man,  but  if  he  had  occasion  to 
say  a  thing  which  might  disparage  a  man 
—not  willingly,  but  because  he  honestly 
believed  him  to  be  wrong— he  would  do 
so  ;  on  the  other  hand,  when  he  foond 
him  right  it  would  be  jnst  neither  to 
him  nor  to  the  Committee  not  to  state 
it.   The  mea  said  to  him,  "Ob,  if  we 


had  ouir  toole,  air,  we  eould  do  the  work 
so  much  better  and  they  added  that 
they  had  no  stock  of  iron  there.  He 
wonld  tell  the  Oommiltee  that  if  it  were 
decided  that  their  ships  should  be  built 
in  tiie  Royal  Dookyarda  they  ought  to  be 
prepared  to  vote  any  amount  of  money 
that  wonld  enable  the  woi^  to  be  done 
in  the  cheapest  way.  It  was,  of  ooorse, 
for  the  House  and  the  Oovemment  to 
decide  whether  the  ships  should  be  built 
there,  and  if  tbey  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  they  should,  then  the  Admi- 
ralty ought  to  be  supported  in  providing 
themselves  with  docks,  sheds,  tools,  and 
every  kind  of  machinery  and  appliance 
which  could  simplify  and  cheapen  their 
operations.  As  to  some  of  the  ships  now 
building  on  Mr.  Reed 's  plan,  the  fault  he 
found  with  the  Admiralty  was  that  they 
had  not  worked  night  and  day  in  getting 
one  of  Mr,  Reed's  ships  to  sea  before  gtnng 
on  and  apendiog  laige  sums  in  oonstrnet- 
ing  ahips  on  that  partioular  plan,  without 
knovring  first  whether  it  would  answer  or 
not.  He  hoped  Mr.  Reed  vnwld  find  all 
the  ships  that  he  was  building  fulfil  his 
expectations  ;  and  if  he  could  get  them  to 
float  well  and  sail  well  he  trusted  the  Ad- 
miralty would  encourage  him ;  but  although 
he  had  given  the  Admiralty  every  credit 
for  simplifying  the  construction  of  the  BeU 
lerophont  be  thought  they  were  to  blame  for 
proceeding  to  build  a  number  of  ships  with- 
out first  trying  one  as  an  experiment.  As 
to  the  building  of  wooden  ships,  he  would 
say,  in  justice  to  Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Abethell, 
and  one  or  two  other  officers  who  had  been 
in  Her  Majesty's  service,  he  believed  that 
no  men  could  have  been  more  averse  from 
the  building  of  such  ships  than  these  gen* 
tiemen.  They  thought  the  only  way  to 
build  irw-dad  ships  was  to  make  than  of 
iron,  and  not  of  wood.  But,  as  the  noble 
Lord  had  said,  the  Admiralty  yielded  to 
the  pressnre  of  the  times  in  that  matter. 
They  had  been  warned  of  the  result ;  and 
they,  if  they  lemained  in  offiea,  or  tbeir 
successors  if  they  did  not,  would  hereafter 
find  these  ships  causing  them  great  tronble. 
As  to  plating  their  ships  from  end  to  end, 
he  did  not  so  much  blame  the  Admiralty 
for  that.  He  recolleoted  that  when  the 
Warrior,  the  D^ence,  and  the  Blaei 
Prince  were  built  some  gentlemen  said  they 
were  undefended,  and  not  fit  to  go  to  sea. 
But  ships  plated  all  over  were  not  found  to 
answer,  and  doubtless  the  Admirslty  would 
lighten  tbeir  vessels  at  the  ends.  Bat  lie 
wo«M  eaotion  them  against  bmlding  wooden 

Digitized  byLaOOgIC 


1481 


(GOMUOirS)        yiny  EitttMiet—  1482 


ships,  or  to  leare  tbeir  ships  too  mneh 
expMod,  beesnie  a  few  shells  would  send 
them  to  tiie  bottom,  as  in  the  oase  of  the 
AkAama.  Bat  thej  might  knoek  awsy 
with  shells  at  an  Iran  ship  having  namber- 
less  compartments,  and  if  she  had  got  her 
hull  all  right  she  would  be,  as  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Hemher  for  Wakefield  (Sir 
John  Ha;)  said,  nnsinkable.  As  an  old 
builder  of  iron  ships,  he  beliered  they 
could  be  made  so  strong  by  bulkheads  and 
other  appliances  as  to  remain  soand  and 
effective  long  after  the  Prince  Contort  and 
Testels  of  that  class  were  forgotten. 

Hr.  SCOURFIELD  desired  to  express 
his  satisfkotion  that  the  Government  had 
oome  to  the  determination  not  to  adopt  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  for  the 
suppression  of  Pembroke  and  one  or  two 
other  dockyards.  With  erery  possible  re- 
speet  for  pri?ate  eaterprise,  he  thought 
somethings  rather  beyond  its  sphere.  He 
did  not  wish  to  see  the  Royal  Navy  depend 
mainly  on  private  building  yards.  He  be- 
lieved the  pablio  and  private  building  yards 
had  a  beneficial  effect  on  each  other,  and 
would  be  extremely  sorry  to  see  building 
at  the  public  yards  discontinued.  It  was 
very  diflScolt  to  make  an  exact  comparison 
of  the  work  done  in  the  two  classes  of 
yards.  In  the  one  case  they  knew  every- 
thing that  went  wrong ;  in  the  other  they 
only  heard  of  what  went  right.  Very  large 
profits  were  made  out  of  private  yards. 
He  had  the  honour  and  the  misfortune  to 
be  a  shareholder  of  the  Oreat  Ecutem, 
and  if  half  the  work  in  her  had  come  from 
a  Royal  dockyard  they  never  would  have 
heard  the  last  of  it.  He  quite  agreed  with 
all  that  had  been  said  of  the  necessity  of 
proridinff  docks  for  the  repair  of  oar  ves- 
sels. He  was  snre  the  country  would  not 
gmdge  any  sum  of  money  to  establish  docks 
whererer  they  were  required.  Considering 
the  small  Votes  taken  this  year  for  the 
great  works  contemplated  at  Portsmouth 
and  Chatham,  he  rather  compassionated 
future  Chancellors  of  the  Bxcheqoer,  who 
would  hare  to  provide  large  sums  for  the 
completion  of  those  works  if  the  proposal 
as  to  making  large  oontnets  fbr  works 
were  adopted. 

Sir  henry WILLOUGHBT  observed, 
tiiat  although  many  important  questions 
had  be«n  raised  and  ably  diseussed,  they 
were  not  necessarily  involved  in  the  const- 
deratioD  of  the  important  Vote  which  the 
House  had  to  determine.  He  did  not  mean 
to  enter  upon  the  great  question  of  ^ip 
bwlding,  partiealarly  as  the  questioo  most 


come  agdn  before  the  Committee  on  Vote 
8.  The  Committee  had  been  placed  in  a 
situation  of  some  difficulty  by  the  coarse 
which  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  had  pursued.  If  it  was  ri|[hi 
for  him  to  quote  the  Report  of  Admirsd 
Dacres  that  document  ought  to  have  been 
laid  on  the  table.  It  was  a  grave  question 
whether  they  should  press  the  Government 
to  produce  documents  which  were  confiden- 
tial ;  hut  certainly  they  oonld  not  pursue  a 
double  line.  The  noble  Lord  had  an  im- 
portant document  in  his  pocket,  which,  if 
produced,  would  have  saved  many  of  the 
observations  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Hemher  for  Broitwtoh  (Sir  John  Paking- 
ton),  who  had  been  obliged  to  speculate  on 
what  was  in  that  Report.  There  should 
be  some  clear  understanding  that  if  docn- 
menta  were  to  be  quoted  they  should  bo 
laid  on  the  table,  in  order  tbsA  every  Mem- 
ber might  form  his  own  opinion  respeeting 
them.  He  did  not  quite  understand  the 
Estimates  as  they  had  been  presented  to 
the  Committee.  He  understood  the  Go- 
vernment to  take  credit  for  a  reduction  of 
£316,000,  for  from  that  sum  the  cost  of 
two  rams  and  a  supplementary  Estimate 
had  to  be  deducted ;  so  that  the  real  saving 
did  not  amount  to  much  more  than  the 
small  sum  of  £25,000;  and  this  small 
diminution  of  expenditure  had  been  ob- 
tained by  the  sacrifice  of  2,200  men  and 
1,000  marines.  He  certainly  did  not  ex- 
pect to  find  the  reduction  in  that  shape, 
and  he  honestly  believed  there  were  many 
other  pmnta  on  which  a  saving  might  have 
been  made  without  injury  to  the  ^ciency 
of  the  pnblie  serriee.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  number  of  seamen  and  ma- 
rines which  had  been  voted  had  been  em- 
ployed during  the  year  which  would  expire 
on  the  last  day  of  the  present  month.  It 
appeared  that  in  the  year  1863-4  the  sum 
of  £368,000  was  voted  for  the  wages  and 
victuals  of  seamen  more  than  was  required. 
That  showed  a  miscalculation  of  rather  a 
serious  nature,  particularly  if  it  should  be 
found  that  the  money  was  expended  upon 
other  things.  The  Honse  voted  large  soma 
for  one  thing,  and  then,  after  some  time 
had  elapsed,  found  they  had  been  spent 
upon  another.  The  Committee  on  Pnblie 
Accoonts  found  that  millions  had  been 
spent  in  this  way,  and  although  upon  their 
Report  eome  improrement  had  boon  inlro- 
dnoed,  and  a  Vote  of  the  House  was  now 
requirad,  the  natter  was  of  serious  import- 
ance. He  would  be  glad,  therefore,  to 
hear  from  the  GoTwament  V'B^^'Vn^^' 
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tion  M  to  whether  there  was  any  miscalco- 
latioo  of  this  kind  in  the  current  jesr, 
and,  if  80,  what  had  been  done  with  the 
money.    Another  point  he  thought  re- 
quired looking  into.    The  nnmher  of  ves- 
mIs  in  the  tUyal  Narj  had  diminished  in 
the  ourrent  year  from  630  to  540.  We  thus 
had  'now  ninety  Teasels  fewer  than  we  had 
last  jear.    It  was  extremely  desirable  to 
know  what  had  become  of  those  ships,  or 
what  bad  become  of  the  money  for  which 
they  had  been  sold.  They  probably  c.ost  the 
nation  a  million  and  a  half,  and  they  oer- 
tainlymusthavo  produced  some  considerable 
sum  when  discarded.  He  hoped  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Poatefract  (Mr.  Childers)  would 
give  some  explanation  on  these  points  ;  and 
also  on  the  rery  considerable  increase  which 
appeared  in  the  suras  taken  for  flag  officers 
and  tlie  principal  officers  In  the  Dockyard 
Departments,  amounting  in  one  case  to 
doable,  and  in  the  other  to  treble  what  they 
were  last  year.    Probably  aome  portion  of 
the  increase  arose  from  the  change  which 
had  been  made  in  the  form  of  ue  Esti- 
mates ;  but  he  should  be  glad  to  know  how 
much  was  attributable  to  that  and  how 
much  was  bond  jide  increase  of  expendi- 
ture.    The  noble  Lord  (Lord  Clarence 
Paget)  omitted  in  his  speech  all  notice  of 
these  points  ;  but  the  Hoose  ought  to  bsTO 
full  information  as  to  ererything  it  was 
about  to  Tote.    A  good  deal  bad  been  said 
in  the  course  of  the  debate,  and  particu- 
larly by  the  hon.  Member  for  Lincoln  (Mr, 
Seel;),  on  the  snbject  of  navy  accounts. 
He  believed  that  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Cla- 
rence Paget)  honestly  wished  to  hare  the 
accounts  put  on  a  fair  footing,  and  the  Facts 
detailed  by  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Seely) 
showed  that  there  waa  conaiderable  improve- 
ment.  But,  aftor  all,  aeconnts  were  only 
ft  means  to  an  end  —  namely,  that  of  a 
wise  and  economical  expenditara  of  public 
money  ;  and  there  he  was  afraid  they  were 
as  far  off  as  ever.    It  was  utterly  impos- 
sible for  Members  of  that  House  to  go 
into  the  details  of  Vote  6,  for  the  re- 
pairs and  refitting  of  ships  involving  many 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds.  How 
could  they  know  anything  of  the  merits  i 
of  the  case  when  they  found  half  a  million 
spent  in  one  item  on  thirty  ships,  and 
£350,000  in  another  on  twenty  ships,  and 
£60,000  in  two  years  on  two  small  yachts  ? 
This  was  really  the  question.   It  was  quite 
elear  Uiat  the  Crovernment  had  no  good 
system  on  which  this  expenditure  waa 
managed.   What  mnst  be  the  remedy  f 
Nobody  knew  more  about  these  pointif 


and  particularly  when  he  was  in  a  candid 
homoor,  than  the  late  Accountant  General, 
Sir  Richard  Bromley.  The  Boyal  Com- 
mission eh)Boly  investigated  the  matter, 
and  reported  on  it  ^at  the  doekyarda  all 
required  a  better  aystem  of  accounts.  They 
noticed  the  total  absence  of  all  direct  re- 
sponsibility, and  showed  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  the  Civil  Lords,  being  in  London, 
to  control  this  enormous  mass  of  expendi- 
ture. They  recommended  also  that  all 
large  expenditure  should  be  done  upon 
regular  estimates.  But  something  was 
wanted  beyond  all  this,  or  they  would 
continue  to  have,  as  they  frequently  had 
had  before,  repairs  done  to  vessels  which 
cost  more  than  the  viUae  of  those  vessels. 
The  Commissioners  recommended  that  in 
every  case  proper  estimates  should  be  pre< 
pared  which  should  be  signed  by  two  or 
three  chief  officers,  who  should  be  bound 
to  explain  the  neoeasity  of  what  was  done 
and  be  responsible  for  it.  Sir  Richard 
Bromley  said  that  during  hia  time  he  had 
served  under  fifteen  First  Lords  and  ninety- 
seven  other  Lorda  and  seven  Secretaries ; 
and  it  was  not  surprising  Uiat  the  springs 
of  action  did  not  work  with  much  unison. 
The  Accountant  Qeneral  was  asked  bjr  the 
Commissioners  if  he  were  responsible  ;  and 
his  answer  was  decidedly  in  the  negative, 
as  the  Civil  Lords  alwajs  signed  the  docu- 
ments on  which  he  acted.  It  was,  there- 
fore, clear  to  him  (Sir  Henry  Willoughby) 
that  until  they  had  some  system  by  which 
responsibility  was  fixed  upon  somebody 
there  never  would  he  any  economical  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money. 

Mr.  BENTINCK  said,  he  had  listened 
with  great  pleasure  to  much  of  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Lord  who  opened  the  debate, 
and  only  regretted  that  he  oould  not  re- 
gard the  whole  of  it  with  the  same  feelings 
of  satisfaction.  He  beard  of  an  addition 
to  the  wages  of  the  seamen  with  pleasure, 
because  he  believed  that  up  to  the  present 
time  they  had  always  been  underpaid;  and 
that  whenever  there  was  a  difficulty  in 
manning  the  British  navy,  it  was  because 
they  were  not  willing  to  pay  the  market 
price  for  the  article  wanted,  and  were 
always  outbid  by  the  mercantile  marine. 
He  also  heard  with  great  pleaaore  the 
decision  to  which  the  Admiralty  had  come 
with  respect  to  the  docli  at  Malta  ;  for  he 
never  could  understand  how  anybody  oould 
arrive  at  such  a  conclusion  as  that  an- 
nonnoed  by  the  Government  last  year,  and 
he  thooght  it  did  great  credit  to  the  First 
Lord  that  he  had  the  good  ssnse  to  S^ont 

Digitized  by  LsOOQ IC 


14B6  Sitfiph— 


and  judge  for  himBelf.  DiffiBiing  from  bia 
faoD.'Friand  the  Menber  for  Birkeohead 
(Mr.  Laird),  who  was  bo  high  ao  authority 
00  these  labjeota,  he  could  not  rejoioe  that 
Femhrohe  was  to  be  retuned  at  the  cost  of 
losing  two  other  estabhshments.  He  would 
not  gire  up  anj  establtsbmeots  already 
iu  existence,  beeaute  in  the  event  of  a  nar 
the  requirements  of  the  serviee  made  it 
advisable  not  to  concentrate  the  dockyard 
power  in  one  or  two  places,  but  ships  ought 
to  be  able  to  go  in  for  repairs  near  the 
loealiUes  in  which  they  might  have  beeo 
damaged.  This  brought  him  to  another 
qnestiooi  the  proposed  abolition  of  the 
aoekyarda  at  Deptford  and  Woolwich.  In 
tin  oonrae  of  the  proeeedinga  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  last  year  on  this  subject,  it  tran- 
ipired  that  a  apirit  of  eompromise  had  en- 
tered into  the  disposal  of  qnestions  this 
nature  ;  and  it  was  said  if  they  wished 
to  retain  Pembroke  they  must  give  up 
Woolwich  and  Deptford.  That  was,  he 
feared,  too  much  the  system  on  which  na- 
Tal  affairs  were  conducted.  But  when  they 
came  to  the  necessity  of  sacrificing  one 
thing  for  the  purpose  of  saving  another, 
it  was  a  compromise  which  ought  not  to  he 
submitted  to.  Uooh  had  been  said  about 
the  neceaaity  for  increasing  dock  accommo- 
dation ;  and,  for  his  part,  he  rc|;retted 
that  a  larger  Vote  was  not  asked  for  the 
purpose.  If  Great  Britain  had  all  the 
^ips  in  the  world  of  what  use  would 
they  be  unless  this  country  bad  the  means 
of  doekmg  them  ?  Without  docks  there 
mast  be  three  or  four  ships  required  to 
take  the  place  of  one,  and  there  must  be 
two  or  three  naviea  instead  of  one.  Thia 
was  the  reason  why  he  regretted  that  there 
was  not  a  larger  sum  asked  to  provide 
dock  accommodation.  But  to  come  to  a 
more  grave  and  serious  matter.  The 
House  bad  heard  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Admiralty  to  decrease  the  number 
of  seamen  and  Marines  by  2,000  men. 
Considering  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
aspect  of  political  affairs  to  ensure  per* 
manently  the  pacific  iutentiona  of  other 
countriea,  and  that  thia  conotry  most  de< 
pend  on  its  naval  an|H^ma^  in  the  event 
of  a  war  breaking  out,  he  feared  that  any 
redaction  in  our  aeamea  waa  most  nnadvii- 
able.  The  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Oovernment  had  ahown  that  part  of  hia 
policy  waa  to  build  eoaat  fortifications. 
With  such  a  polioy  the  reductien  in  the 
force  of  uiarinea-^  body  of  men  who  oould 
serve  as  well  by  land  aa  sea— waa  incom- 
prehensible. And  in  what  oondiUen  waa 
J6r.£mimti 


the  fleet  ?  The  noble  Lord  the  Seoretarj 
for  the  Admiralty  had  atated  that  thora 
waa  to  be  a  great  deereaae  in  our  abip- 

building,  bat  he  proceeded  to  eonsole  the 
!  House  by  the  promise  of  fonr  more  iron- 
clads. The  building  of  these  ships  waa 
certainly  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  be- 
cause, as  far  as  we  oould  see,  the  iron- 
clads were  the  only  vessels  on  which  re- 
liance could  he  placed.  But  at  the  ead  of 
the  present  year  there  would  be  only  thirty 
armour-plated  vessels  complete,  with  the 
exception  of  one,  and  out  ef  those  only 
nineteen  would  be  smI  of  the  line.  He 
would  be  glad  to  know  what  fvoportion 
those  hereto  the  fleet  of  line-of-battleaUpa 
which  were  in  times  past  considered  neeea- 
aary  for  the  hononr  irad  aafety  of  Bngland, 
and  what  bad  oeearred  to  jaatify  a  deanaae 
of  that  number.  They  had  heard  a  good 
deal  in  the  Hoaae  of  Commona  about  ro- 
construotion  of  the  navy,  and  he  woald  be 
glad  to  know  whcv  they  were  to  see  some 
proof  of  it.  Hitherto  the  reconstructbn 
had  been  really  a  systematic  redoctien.  Aa 
it  was  admitted  that  wooden  asen-of-war 
were  useless  for  certain  purposes,  the  navy 
of  Qreat  Britain  most  cotuwst  at  the  end 
of  this  year  of  only  nineteen  sail  of  the 
line  upon  whioh  this  country  could  depend 
for  the  defence  of  its  ahores  and  the  pro- 
tection of  its  commerce.  He  waa  glsd  to 
sea  the  noble  Viseount  at  the  head  ef  the 
Oovernment  in  hia  plaoe,  and  he  would  be 
glad  to  hear  firom  him  whether  in  bis 
opinion  the  general  aspect  of  affain  waa 
anoh  as  to  justify  what  eoold  only  be  de- 
scribed aa  a  reduetion  of  the  mari- 
time power  of  thia  eonntry.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers below  the  gangway  on  the  other  aide 
of  the  House  were  continually  calling  for 
economy,  and  with  the  exception  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Finsbury  (Sir  Morton 
Peto),  who  was  anxious  to  maintain  the 
defences  of  the  country  in  their  efficiency, 
they  appeared  to  imagine  that  hon.  Meai- 
bers  on  bis  side  of  the  House  advocated 
extravagance  without  having  any  object 
in  view.  That,  however,  waa  not  the  eaae. 
Hon.  Membera  on  bis  side  of  the  Houae 
were  aa  much  averae  to  taxation  aa  any 
Englishmen  oould  be,  and  that  fw  the  aiu- 
ple  reason  that  they  paid  taxes.  What 
they  objected  to  waa  any  poUoy  which 
would  hate  the  reault  of  leaving  oar  anu- 
menta  in  an  inefficient  state ;  and  any 
economy  which  would  have  that  tendency 
must  be  regarded  aa  the  worst  kind  w 
extravagance  which  could  possibly  be  ima- 
gined.  He  belioTod  that  the  proper  eoo- 
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nomj  was  (o  keep  the  fleet  io  the  high- 
eat  tUte  of  efficiency.  Tbej  had  lately 
heard  an  extraordioarj  dootriiiQ  about  pro* 
Tiding  for  eotergenoies  when  those  emer- 
genoiei  araae  by  working  double  time.  He 
«ould  hartiy  oonoeive  a  more  extravagant 
and— he  would  «ay  it  with  all  >eq>ect-  to 
faflii.  If  embere  who  held  that  view — a  more 
inaaae  poliej,  becatme  he  betiered  it  must 
necwasArily  lead  to  a  hasty  and  wastefol  ez- 
penditufe.  B«  doubted  if  any  hon.  Uember 
would  rise  ia  bis  plaee  and  deny  that  if  we 
bad  beeo  io  a  wore  efficient  oonditioa  at  the 
DOnmencement  of  the  Crimean  war  our  ez- 
penditure  would  hare  been  enormouBly  de- 
ereased.  He  believed  that  any  rednctiou  of 
our  naval  power  was  most  unoalled  for  and 
iuezpedientf  and  he  hoped  that  the  torn 
which  the  discussion  had  taken  would  act 
only  elicit  from  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  his  opinion  upon  the 
aub  jeet,  but  would  also  induce  the  Qovern- 
Sjient  to  reconsider  the  policy  which  they 
appeared  inclined  to  pursue, 

Ua.  STANSFELD  said,  a  number  of 
qoeationa  had  been  brought  before  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  which  turned 
vpon  the  general  policy  of  the  Estimates 
that  had  been  lud  vpon  the  table.  He 
would  leave  the  aobject  of  increased  dock 
aeoommodaUon  untU  Vote  11  was  before 
the  House,  but  would  wish  at  present  to 
speak  of  other  matters.  The  Votes  that 
were  most  intportant  were  Votes  Nob.  1, 
8,  10,  for  they  indicated  the  views  of 
the  Admiralty  on  the  mutual  relations  of 
men.  ships,  and  guns — relations  which  Iiad 
nadergonct  and  were  in  the  process  of  un- 
dergoing, changes  which  would  hriug  about 
results  second  only  in  importance  to  the 
effecta  which  the  invention  of  gunpowder 
had  produced  upon  warlike  operations  both 
by  sea  and  land.  His  hon.  Friend  the 
Meotber  for  West  I4^orfolk  (Hr.  Bentinck), 
if  he  would  allow  him  to  call  him  so,  had 
dwelt  upon  the  reduction  of  seamen  and 
Uarinea  which  would  follow  the  passing  of 
Vote  1.  It  appeared  to  bin  that  that  re- 
duction had  been  explained  in  itn  ex- 
tremely saUs^tory  manner  by  his  noble 
Friend  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 
not  only  on  the  point  of  mere  economy, 
but  of  efficiency  and  renl  power.  He 
showed  in  a  clear  manner  that  the  de- 
creased number  of  men  with  an  almost 
identical  money  Vote  ineant  increased 
pay  an^  increased  comforts  to  officers  and 
men,  a  higher  class  of  men  and  a  greater 
prftportion  of  officers,  and  more  educated 
•jf.iU  in  ipanipulaUng  the  wi^VI  Qinl 


war&ra.  Ha  (Ur.  Stansfeld)  maintained 
that  a  diminished  number  of  men  with  an 
increase  of  powerful  maohiMs'  meant  an 
increase  of  power.  Though  bon.  Memhen 
below  the  gangway  on  his  side  of  the  House 
had  been  reproaehed  by  the  hon.  Member 
with  dwelling  on  eoenomy,  little  had  been 
8«d  to-night  on  this  lubjeot}  but  he  would, 
for  himself,  Teutore  to  put  out  the  proposi- 
tion that  the  real  question  was  whether  the 
reduction  of  men  consequent  on  the  Vote 
could  not  be  safely  and  wisely  carried  to  a 
greater  extent.  He  was  not  dealing  with 
the  total  of  the  Naval  Estimates  or  the 
necessity  of  a  reductiw  therein,  as  such  a 
question  would  be  better  argued  on  grounds 
of  national  policy.  But  taking  the  total 
as  it  was,  he  had  to  consider  bow  it  was 
best  to  be  apportioned  between  ships  and 
men;  and  he  asserted  oonfldently  that  if 
it  were  to  be  appropriated  so  as  within  the 
shortest  time  to  increase  to  the  greateat 
possible  extent  the  naval  power  of  thia 
country,  we  ought  to  take  it  from  the  men 
and  give  it  to  the  ships.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Uember  for  Droitwicb  would 
not  deny  that  we  bad  mora  men  in  these 
Bsttmatea  than  w«  could  wisely  and  safely 
send  to  sea  in  tbe  alups  we  now  bad  in  the 
onl^  eontingeney  worth  calculating  for — a 
serious  naval  war.  He  gave  the  Admiralty 
the  greatest  credit  for  their  courage  in 
laying  on  the  table  for  the  first  time  the 
Controller's  programme  of  the  work  for 
the  next  year,  and  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  meant  to  apportion  their  labour  power 
in  the  yards.  It  afforded  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  the  progress,  already  referred 
to  by  the  Uember  for  Birkenhead  (Ur. 
Laird),  made  in  the  three  great  armour 
ships — the  Lord  Clyde,  the  JBelUrophon, 
and  the  Lord  Warden.  The  Lord  Clyde 
was  nearly  finished ;  she  was  launched 
withiu  eleven  months  of  her  keel  being 
laid  down,  and  the  other  two  had  been 
completed  5-8ths;  and,  looking  to  the 
dimensions,  the  atrength,  and  the  novelty 
of  construction,  no  one  would  say  that 
that  progress  had  not  been  most  satis- 
factory. But  on  looking  at  the  document 
which  he  had  mentioned,  he  observed  that 
the  completion  of  two  of  the  vessels,  the 
Bdlerophan  and  the  Lord  TTardsn,  was 
put  down  as  uncertain  within  the  financial 
year.  He  thot^ht  bis  noble  Friend  should 
understand,  in  these  days,  the  immenae 
importance,  and,  he  would  say,  the  great 
money  value  of  time  in  the  production  of 
the  new  enginea  of  warfare,  ^bother  of 
alMpi<»ro(gv«s.  |i«w  b*  (Vtv^^b*^) 
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knew  something  of  the  time  it  had  been 
the  custom  to  take  in  building  ships  ;  but 
he  knew  also  that  in  these  days  of  transi- 
tion, bjr  the  time  some  of  these  ships  were 
launohed  they  would  be  already  out  of 
date.  They  bad  had  a  good  many  disous- 
uons  in  that  House  relatiTo  to  the  com- 
parative capabilities  of  private  and  Royal 
boekyards.  No  one  would  deny  that  the 
Boyu  Dockyards  conid  compete,  in  point 
of  quality  of  workmuuhtp,  at  least  on  equal 
terms  with  the  prifste  yards  in  the  pro- 
daotion  of  ships,  or  that  tbe^  could  com- 
pete with  positive  advantage  in  rapidity  of 
construction.  The  private  builder,  having 
a  Dumber  of  customers,  could  not  afford  to 
concentrate  all  his  energies  tn  the  produc- 
tion of  a  single  ship  trithin  the  shortest 
possible  time.  But  this  was  just  what 
could  be  done  in  a  Royal  Dockyard.  He 
said  that  the  Admiralty  would,  in  fact,  be 
justified  in  paying  a  moderately-increased 
|»rcentage  cost  for  a  powerful  and  novel 
instrument  of  warfare,  produced  and  ready 
to  be  soot  to  sea  in  one  year  and  a  half, 
instead  of  in  two,  three,  or  four  years.  He 
noticed  10  the  programme  that  a  new  ship 
still  stronger  than  the  StUeri^kon  was  to 
follow  her;  but  that  this  new  ship  was  to 
be  adranced  only  3-8ths  in  the  course  of 
the  yew,  while  Uie  Bellerophon  would  be 
advanced  in  this  year  to  the  extent  of 
5*8th8.  He  did  net  see  why  the  new  ship 
should  not  be  pressed  forward  as  rapidly 
as  the  old  one.  There  were  four  vessels 
of  what  were  called  the  Anunon  class. 
They  were  to  be  advanced,  on  the  ave- 
rage, 4-8ths.  It  would  be  better,  be 
thought,  to  have  two  of  those  ships  com- 
pleted in  a  year  than  the  whole  four  merely 
advanced,  so  as  to  be  completed  in  two 
years.  It  might  be  in  the  recollection  of 
some  hon.  Members  that  in  the  last  year 
he  moved  for  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
labour  Vote  for  the  Royal  Dockyards;  and 
be  based  his  claim  to  the  llberalitj  of  the 
House  on  two  grounds  :  the  first  was  the 
necessity  and  advisability  of  coneentrating 
the  labour  on  a  few  ships,  and  getting  them 
out  of  hand  in  the  least  time  possible  ;  the 
second  was  the  necessity  of  working  off 
some  of  the  arrears  in  the  repairs  of  our 
ordinary  cruising  squadrons.  In  the  pro- 
gramme for  the  coming  year,  the  ship- 
wright strength  to  be  appropriated  to  re- 
pairs and  yard  work,  as  compared  with  the 
strength  to  be  devoted  to  the  completion 
of  new  ships,  was  put  down  as  three  to  two. 
This  ought  to  suggest  the  question  whether 
they  could  effect  a  aaring  in  that  ezpendi- 


ture  for  labour  which,  if  necessary,  was  not 
entirely  remunerative.  We  had  a  double 
source  of  expenditure  in  our  dockyards. 
We  had  to  maintain  and  repair  our  ordi- 
nary cruising  squadrons,  which  had  almost 
ceased  to  be  part  of  our  real  naval  strength; 
and  was  it  not  a  matter  of  pressing  imme- 
diate importance  to  consider  whether  we 
could  not  effect  a  saving  with  reference  to 
onr  harbour  ships,  our  Coastguard  ships, 
and  ordinary  cruising  vessels,  which  were 
said  to  fiil61  Uie  functions  of  the  police  ol 
the  seas,  and  to  keep  up  the  pnttige  of 
this  country — though  he  had  little  faith  in 
the  preMtige  which  was  not  based  on  real 
power — and  whether  the  sums  saved  might 
not  be  applied  to  building  some  of  the  new 
ships  ?  He  would  now  say  a  few  words 
on  what  had  been  the  particular  subject  of 
discussion  that  evening — namely,  the  ar- 
mament end  construction  of  the  navy. 
They  had  heard  from  bis  noble  Friend  the 
other  night  the  progress  which  had  been 
made  in  ships  and  in  gnns;  and  he  thought 
the  noble  Lord  had  put  the  ease  very  fairly. 
We  were  now  building  ships  to  carry  300- 

{ rounders,  and  which  we  had  reason  to  be- 
ieve  were  impervious  to  any  guns  of  lighter 
calibre.  But  still  everybody  knew  that 
there  were  being  made  other  gnns  heavier 
than  300-pounders,  which  would  pierce  any 
ships  built  or  building.  Two  years  ago  he 
went  down  to  Shoeburyoess  and  saw  the 
effect  produced  by  a  gun  well  known  as 
*'  Big  Will."  Hedid  not  mean  to  say  that 
the  600-pounder  of  Sir  William  Armstrong 
was  the  only  gun  that  could  produce  the 
result,  but  he  mentioned  it  because  it  was 
admitted  to  be  a  safe  and  a  serviceable 
gun.  It  seemed  to  him  that  we  ought  not  to 
have  a  gun  of  that  kind,  which  we  had  had 
for  two  years,  and  which  we  could  repeat* 
without  considering  bow  that  gun  was  to 
be  sent  to  sea.  He  thought  it  ought  to  be 
an  axiom  that  no  gun  should  be  prodoeed 
which  we  could  not  find  a  ship  to  cany.  He 
knew  that  he  was  here  Tentnring  upon  pro- 
fessional ground,  but  he  was  fortifiM  in  his 
opinion  by  high  authority;  besides,  he  had 
a  strong  opinion  of  the  eiBciency  of  what 
was  called  general  reasoning — that  was, 
that  general  reasoning  would  safely  reach 
to  a  certain  poiot,  when  more  intimate 
knowledge  could  be  called  in  to  aid.  And 
he  had  an  almost  unbounded  confidence  in 
the  capacity  of  science  to  meet  a  necessity 
which  general  reasoning  had  shown  to  have 
arisen.  He  would  ask  the  Committee,  then, 
to  look  back  to  what  had  been  the  course 
— the  rsMmoff — of  annovc-plated  jhip- 
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building,  and  at  tba  point  to  whieh  we  bad 
now  arriTcd.  The  first  notion  of  an  annonr^ 
plated  ihip  vai  one  that  would  beep  out 
■bell.  That  was  the  object  of  the  QUnre, 
The  Warrior  was  the  reply  of  this  eouDtry 
to  the  bailding  of  that  Tessel  bj  the  French. 
The  Warrior  was  a  great  succesa.  Her 
merits  had  been  attested  to-night,  and  on 
other  occasions.    She  was  praotioally  im- 

Eerrious  to  the  gans  against  which  she  was 
uilt,  and  he  beliered  he  was  correct  in 
adding  that,  with  the  eiperience  of  saeoes- 
siTe  jears,  the  onlj  fault  that  could  be 
fairly  attributed  to  her  with  reference  to 
the  point  of  Tiew  for  which  she  was  built, 
waa  the  want  of  bandinesa,  owing  to  her 
great  length  and  the  want  of  adequate 
taming  power,  and  some  of  that  want  of 
buo^ane*  whiob  all  armonr-plated  ships 
exhibited.  He  conld  not  bat  think,  how- 
erer,  that,  as  our  first  armour-ship — al- 
though  we  were  passing  to  the  solution  of 

Eroblems  which  would  leave  her  far  he- 
iiid — she  would  remain  a  monument  of 
oourage  in  conception,  and  skill  in  design, 
on  the  part  of  those  who  originated  her 
and  ouried  out  the  design.  Well,  then 
oame  the  turn  of  the  artillerists,  to  ioTent 
guns  and  missiles  that  should  be  able  to 
pierce  this  armour-plated  ship.  Thej  suc- 
ceeded in  their  torn;  and  since  then  it  had 
been  nothing  but  a  dud  between  guns  and 
ships.  The  most  fsmoua  instanees  of  these 
abipi  were,  first,  the  fieUeropAon,  which 
was  bnilt  to  earry  300-ponnder  gnns,  and 
whiob  he  beliered  wonid  resist  any  guns  of 
inferior  ealibre,  and  even  those  guns  at  long 
ranges.  Next  we  had  the  turret  ships  of 
Captain  Cowper  Coles.  Caj^tain  Coles  was 
of  opinion,  and  rightly,  that  if  the  tendency 
of  invention  was  towards  tbe  nae  of  enor- 
mous guns— of  gnns  so  large  that  we  could 
not  hope  to  carry  more  than  half-a-dosen 
on  board  oar  largest  shipa — it  must  be  a 
matter  of  vital  importance  to  be  able  to 
turn  those  few  guns  rapidly,  and  direct 
them  witii  certunty  u[ainst  a  given  point. 
Thus  we  started  baUding  ships  agMnst 
guns,  and  we  had  now  got  tobnifdtng  ships 
of  tbe  kind  in  which  there  was  a  gtve- 
and-take  partnership  with  guns.  But 
we  bad  not  got  beyond  the  3013-ponnder  ; 
whilat  we  had  a  fiOO^ponnder  whieh  wonld 
pieree  any  ship  bnilt  or  building ;  bnt  whieh 
we  eonld  not  carry  to  sea.  He  did  not 
find  fault  with  what  had  been  done  or 
was  doing,  and  it  wonld  be  an  ungracious 
task,  witli  tbe  knowledge  of  the  present 
day,  to  look  baok  minutely  or  critically  on 
tbe  proeess,  which  he  must  say  was  one 
YOL.  CLXXYII.   [THnts  sbbdcs.] 


ti  ezperiment  and  of  trial— >and  he  might 
observe  that  Admiral  Porter*a  Renort 
showed  that  even  iron  broadside  ships 
might  be  made  powerful  means  of  offence. 
But  without  making  any  criticisms  of  this 
kind  there  was  something  else  which  we 
ought  to  think  of  and  attend  to.  In  these 
days  of  transition  and  invention  we  ought 
to  be  asking  ourselves  what  was  the  moat 
advanced  problem  WMting  for  solution— 
what  was  the  most  advanced  starting  point 
from  which  we  ought  to  begin  to  think  ont 
the  design  of  a  ship.  Tbst  was  a  most 
interesting  qnaition.  To  his  mind  it  was 
this — that  the  guns  had  beaten  tbe  ships, 
in  tbe  sense  that  we  conld  not  build  an 
invulnerable  ship,  and  that  we  eonld  not 
carry  many  of  these  monster  guns  in  any 
ship.  If  vBM  were  true  with  roference  to 
the  carriage  by  sea  of  those  monster  guns, 
the  starting  point  for  our  naval  construc- 
tors must  be  the  gun  and  not  the  ship. 
The  ship  roust  no  longer  be  considered  a 
floating  fortress,  mounting  so  many  goos, 
manned  by  such  a  force,  and  provisioned 
as  if  to  stand  so  many  months*  siege  ;  but, 
Qoder  the  more  modern  and  advanced 
notion,  of  the  speediest  and  best  designed, 
seaworthy  water-earriage  for  a  gun  or 
guns.  He  ventured  to  carry  this  matter  a 
littie  further,  beeanse  one  onght  not  to  be 
contented  with  eriticism  alone.  One  was 
bound  to  express  bis  ideas,  even  if  thw 
tnraed  out  to  be  wrong  on  trial,  nja 
wonld  venture  to  make  a  praetieal  soggee- 
tion  to  his  noble  Friend.  He  would  sum* 
men  the  Controller  of  tbe  Dookyards  and 
the  private  timde  to  a  general  oompetition, 
not  only  in  manufocture  bnt  in  design.  He 
would  furnish  them  with  the  following  in- 
dication of  the  necessities  of  the  case.  He 
must  observe  that  he  went  almost  entirely 
with  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Uember  for 
Wakefield  (Sir  John  Hay).  When  he 
spoke  of  a  seaworthy  boat,  he  did  not 
mean  a  vessel  capable  of  earning  coals  or 
stores  for  a  given  number  of  months,  be- 
cause it  was  not  necessary  to  send  a  single 
vessel,  but  he  meant  a  vessel  that  would 
be  able  to  cross  the  Atlantic.  The  fol- 
lowing essentials  sbonld  be  pnt  forth*  and 
in  the  following  order  of  merit :— The  first 
thing  should  be  speed,  with  a  capability  of 
carrying  big  gnns,  or  a  gun  of  22^  tons. 
Speed  waa  necessary  to  place  the  big  gun 
where  it  was  wanted.  If  it  were  necessary 
in  order  to  attain  that  speed  to  build  the 
water-carriage  of  such  dimensions  that 
three  or  four  guns  eould  be  oarried  as  well 
aa  one,  then  he  we«I|^t(5ft(«^^ 
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tloA  t  but  If  the  tkrbe  ipwA  itxHd  b6  jfM 
oat  of  a  reaiel  not  Ufger  thab  traS  neces- 
sary to  caity  odS  gutl  he  wonld  like  It 
better,  beoatis6  the  carriage  iroiM  be  less 
and  thb  i&tgsi  tot  enemy'ri  Bra  would 
alB6  bo  leas,  wbicb  would  half  sblre  the 
problem  of  defence.  It  ibrght  be  said 
that  it  Was  not  safe  td  iktty  one  god  ud- 
inptmirted ;  but  if  trfo  supporting  gaos  were 
tranteA,  provided  joti  eould  get  yoor  speed 
oat  of  the  ImallW  ftM6\  it  safbr  to 
hart  ihem  6A  tim  imeh  thdfa  on  one. 
The  next  essential  W6nM  be  handiness ; 
that  Wtt  Of  fiul  itaportUMi  and  the  tvin 
screir  would  give  that.  Then,  lastly,  came 
the  quality  of  defl»ficd,  which  problem,  from 
his  faith  in  his  stat-diig  p«!Ut.  he  beliered 
vould  be  found  half  solved  befot^  it  came  to 
be  considn^,  because,  fighting  with  a  big 
gun  on  boani  a  staall  ship,  the  gun  Would 
be  (iapable  of  throwing  rery  heavy  shot  or 
shell  at  lobg  distances,  and  the  fighting 
wonld  tbke  place  at  di  lobg  distance,  and 
generally  stem  on,  su  that  but  a  Very  small 
target  Would  be  offtsfed  to  the  enemy's  lire. 
He  wotdd  pot  it  to  his  noble  Friend  Whe- 
th«f  two  such  small  vessels  as  hb  had  de- 
scribed, which,  if  vitally  injured  or  sutik. 
Would  taot  iaVolve  any  serious  loss,  would 
not  b«  more  eflkient  fium  the  Jhtfrior, 
the  JfUMoteMT,  or  erett  tiie  BeUerophon, 
whieh  were  so  much  more  exposed,  and 
wbtoh  vonld  he  so  mneh  ereater  loss  if  de- 
stroyed. Refisrenee  bad  been  made  in  that 
debite  to  the  progress  of  shipboUding  In 
AmerieSi.  There  Was  a  country  which  had 
«f  late  beeb  bUildiOg  Up  Its  ships  and  guns 
-^it  might  be  ih  hbSte — of  inferior  mate- 
rials, ahd  uf  worse  Workmabship  than  our 
own,  but  still  with  a  fearless  logic  and  to 
meet  the  fearful  and  imraedi&te  necesBities 
bf  a  gigantic  civil  war.  He  shotitd  not  be 
boBpected  of  mentioning  the  batal  progress 
of  the  United  State*  of  America  as  any 
eonrtfe  of  alarm  to  this  country.  There 
might  be  difibrenoes  of  o^nion  upon  that 
mestieii,  but  he  disbdfeved  fn  the  prognos- 
tiekthm  of  danger  and  evil  to  MI  upon  this 
eonutry  when  that  great  aril  War  •honld 
eotoe  to  an  end.  But  that  was  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  take  a  leaf  out  of  their 
book,  And  learn  ft  lesson  fi-om  our  own 
kindfed,  who  had  gone  on  in  this  course 
tinder  the  pressure  of  the  strongest  neces- 
sity, Who  nossessed  the  greatest  resources, 
lind  whi»  hbd  almost  hotmdless  ingenuity 
ftnd  Hartility  of  Invetition.  If  we  only  took 
k  lesson  fmm  what  had  been  done  on  the 
other  aide  of  the  Atlatttie  we  should  rapidly 
bettM  our  foettaotioo.  We  had  better 
26-,  StmufOd 


fttmttffl-^plMiA  than  tbey  had  Ih  America. 
Our  workmanship  was  better,  more  careful 
and  iifoT ;  we  Should  bot  hate  to  work 
under  Mofa  A  pressure.  Our  resources 
were  greater,  And  therefbre  w6  should 
hare  ^tter  Work.  We  should  start  with 
tbe  tins  qud  nm  of  a  sea-going  ship. 
Whttterer  tbe  American  Monitort  might 
be,  no  one  eould  imagine  that  they  had 
been  boilt  with  the  idea  of  their  crossing 
the  Atlatttie.  He  hoped  his  noble  Friend 
WoOld  be  Able  to  tell  the  House  before  the 
close  of  the  Sehrion  that  an  attempt  bad 
been  made  to  solve  the  interesting  pro- 
blem they  were  discussing  that  night,  and 
that  the  liOuntry  was  in  a  fair  «ay  of 
gettiog  that  class  of  ressels  whieh  were 
essential  for  our  naral  defence.  And  he 
would  renture  confidently  to  predict  that 
if  the  Admiralty  applied  itself  to  this 
task,  such  a  course,  while  enormously 
increasing  our  means  of  defence,  vonld 
tend  materially  to  keep  dovo  the  costli- 
ness of  the  naval  service  of  tiiis  country. 

Kb.  CHILBERS  said,  he  was  sure  he 
expressed  the  fbeling  of  the  House  when 
he  said  they  were  gfad  to  hare  beard  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Halifax  agun 
in  a  naral  delMte,  and  he  thought  there 
was  no  hon.  Member,  whetiier  a  naval 
officer  or  a  eirilian,  who  most  not  hare 
derived  Instmotioo  fhmi  tiie  legieal  speech 
of  his  hon.  Friend.  He  rejt^eed  to  hear 
the  clear  etatement  of  his  hott.  Friend 
on  the  naral  problem  of  tbe  day  as  to 
attack  and  defence.  Hib  hob.  Friend  had 
eommented  on  the  word  "uncertahi"  being 
placed  on  the  margin  of  the  programme 
opposite  the  names  of  the  Xiord  (Hyde 
and  the  Lord  Wardtn — [Mr.  Staitbfbld  ; 
The  Bellerophon  and  the  Lord  Warden] — 
and  in  reply  he  had  to  explaia  that 
there  was  no  uncertainty  as  to  those  two 
ships  being  finished  within  the  time  stated 
in  the  progranftme.  The  nneertainty  was 
as  to  tbe  number  of  Sths  irhieh  vonld 
be  flntahed  within  the  present  financial 
year.  The  hon.  Member  fbr  lihwoln 
had  taken  a  somewhat  nnusdal  course  in 
referring  to  the  details  of  a  formA'  debate  ; 
and  as  he  (Ur.  Childers)  had  not  expected 
it  he  was  not  prepared  to  follov  his  boo. 
Friend  with  the  mibtiteneH  he  eould 
bare  wished.  He  vas  nnwllllng  to  entw 
into  a  controrerSy  with  the  hoo.  Mem- 
ber, because  his  objeet  and  that  of  the 
Admiralty  in  the  changee  they  bad  made, 
and  those  which  they  intended  to  make,  in 
the  accounts  were  the  aaon^  The  object 
of  the  Departinei^|ff|i:il9^gO]g^(3be 
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Hmm  tiM  iMalU  of  tlM  jmr.  Mi  utrelj 
M  *  hmUmt  of  Mownt,  Ml  w  u  to  giva 
tbeoMelvea  and  (Jm  Ho«h  bd  effoeUMl 
oontrol  over  tho  operatioM  in  tho  doek- 
jardi.  He  oonM  not»  however.  Id  oov^ 
teej  omit  all  reply  to  the  hen.  Uember. 
The  hoD.  UoDiber  eaid  that  when  he 
oonpared  the  fioaoee  aeeount  with  the 
asjMDM  aeoowt,  the  amoimt  applied  to 
•hipe,  he  found  a  large  margia  which  be 
was  mable  to  aaderttaDd  ;  hat  in  uveral 
reepaeta  llw  hon.  Menber  had  niamder* 
atood  Ilia  explanaUon.  For  mttanea.  the 
he*.  MeoiW  aaid  that  ha  had  hiaatlf  ex- 
dwded  die  flleoMat  of  aoal  in  hia  aoMparH 
BOW.  Bat  he  (Mr.  CUldera)  bad  diatinatly 
givea  the  total  Agnree  of  the  fenr  yeara 
Boi  the  redooed  fignrea  of  the  ben.  Member. 
What  he  had  stated  on  the  oeeasim  to 
whieh  the  boa.  Uombar  referred  was  that 
the  sam  of  the  fnaaeo  aeoouata  of  aaval 
eipenditare  ander  Votes  6.  9.  and  10  in 
the  fbor  yeara  1860-1  to  1863-4  was 
£17.169.267;  that  the  som  of  the  ex- 
pente  aocoaats  for  the  same  period  wws 
£13,175.977,  showing  a  differeoee  of 
£3.993.390.  Of  this  diBsreaee  a  smn  of 
£2.061.381  waa  for  items  sot  in  the  ex. 
pease  aeooant%  the  chief  ot  them  being 
that  of  ooaL  Again,  the  ataafc  ot  limber 
and  other  ariieles  bad  doobled  daring  the 
period,  and  as  the  total  stock  at  the  and 
was  £6.000,000,  a  Tory  Urge  alhmasoa 
abooM  ba  made  an  tbia  aeeoont.  The 
Committee  would  remember  that  a  oom- 
plaint  had  been  made  that  the  stock 
was  getting  too  low,  and  beoee  the  in- 
treaae  that  had  been  mad«  in  it.  From 
these  Sgnras  the  Comarittee  weak!  see  that 
the  di^mce  between  the  finance  aeeoont 
and  the  expeoee  acoonnt.  as  far  as  the  total 
expenditare  on  ahipbaiMiag  was  eonoamed, 
was  eapable  of  fur  approximata  axplnalion. 
Nothii^  mere  coold  Im  gtm,  aa  no  ralna- 
tion  stock  accoant  had  ever  been  taken  b^ 
fore  last  April ;  bat  he  hoped  in  fatnra  to 
ba  able  to  gin  »  atatement  ahowlng  the 
diffBranee  between  iha  nmannC  of  alodc 
at  the  begianing  and  at  the  and  of  the 
ynar.  Tba  hon.  Uanbar  bad  again  eoai- 
mcnted  an  what  ha  conndarad  to  be  tba 
extraragaat  expenditure  on  diffsrant  ships, 
and  atatad  that  the  FaUom  had  been  re- 
paired at  a  greater  eost  than  that  at  which 
iteonM  bare  been  baSt  new.  Saboeqaently 
the  hen.  Ucnber,  from  infsrmatioa  wfaidb 
ha  appeared  to  bare  aeqairad  from  the 
boo.  Member  for  Btrkeabead  (Mr.  Uird). 
ndsad  Us  aalimaU  of  the  ooat  of  anch  a 
ship  {  Wt  ha  atW  •omplanad  of  tba  aam 


which  had  beea  spent  on  the  r^Mura  of  the 
^tftoen.  Tba  true  figures  were  that  the 
halt  of  the  ship  eost  in  repsirs  £  U.051 ,  the 
original  eost  taTing  bean  £30,800.  Bat  so 
far  from  this  being  eTidaace  of  doekyard 
mtsmanagameat,  the  fact  was.  that  she  wu 
repaired  in  a  private  yard.  As  far,  there- 
fore, as  expenditnra  was  conceraed  his  hon* 
Friend  had  fixed  en  the  wrong  ship.  Into 
the  qaeation  of  eonrersiona  be  would  not 
enter  beynod  stating  that  the  rate-book 
had  been  adjusted  so  as  to  furnish  for  thfl 
fntare  mora  complete  ud  aoeolwte  infor- 
mation. His  ban.  Friend  thn  Member  for 
Fiasbury  (Sir  Morton  Pato)i  eompluned 
that  nothing  had  been  Ann  in  constructing 
a  dock  at  Bermnda.  He  theoght  his 
hon.  Friend  eooM  not  hare  beea  prasani 
when  his  noble  Friend  was  addressing  the 
Houaa  npon  this  enbjeet.  or  he  weald 
have  beard  that  the  Admiralty  had  do* 
aided  to  sand  oat  an  engineer,  with  the 
view  of  aseertaining  the  nature  of  the 
works  that  might  be  eonstmeted.  and  he 
waa  in  hopea  that  before  the  end  of  the 
Seesion  the  Admirslty  wonld  be  able  to 
make  a  satisfaotory  Report  on  the  anbjeet. 
As  to  the  necessity  brtngiog  the  Ad* 
mindty  ondar  one  roa^  if  tns  adranlaga 
of  soab  a  eoaeantralioa  wen  npfmrant  to 
bia  hoB.  Friend,  bow  mnrii  nam  aa  asnat 
it  be  to  Members  of  the  Department,  the 
tnuisnolion  of  whose  bnsineaa  sneb  a  step 
most  amaaingly  fooililate  f  The  pr^mi- 
nary  expense,  bowerer.  involved  in  snch 
a  proeeeding,  tbeogh  altimately  it  mnst  ba 
prodactire  of  great  eeonomy,  neeessarily 
required  that  very  ^reat  care  alMnld  be  ax* 
ereised  in  sabmittmg  to  Paritaennt  any 
proposal  en  the  sahjeol,  and  the  DepartaMot, 
be  hoped,  weald  aot  be  unduly  harried  in  tbe 
ooosideralion  of  those  jrfans  whtcb  tboy 
might  feel  it  their  duty  to  reeemmeMi. 
Allusion  had  been  made  to  the  oM-foshieaed 
character  of  tba  bnildinga  in  tba  deekyerd, 
wbioh,  it  waa  snggested.  mnat  havn  baaii 
pot  np  soon  alter  the  Flood.  ParlMpa  it 
wodd  hnva  been  nwre  logical  to  aay  n 
little  befora  Cha  bnilding  of  the  Aric  Hia 
ban.  Friend,  hewavar,  on  onMring  into  tba 
Bethnetas,  woald  aaa  that  In  the  praeent 
year,  instead  of  patching  and  alteriiw  these 
bnildings,  a  large  snm  bad  baeo  taken  for 
demrabla  axlaasioos,  and  a  great  redaction 
knd  been  made  in  alterations.  In  fact,  the 
item  '*  altoratiasis  and  reoonstmetions  "  no 
longer  appeared  in  tbe  acoonnt.  The  right 
bon.  Baronet  opposito  (Sir  John  FaUagton) 
and  hia  hen.  and gaNant Friandtbe Mem- 
ber for^W^aknfieiniiJ,  Js%p(8«b^ 
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aometthat  «rowed  over  the  tlientioii  in 
the  intenUoiiB  of  the  Oorernment  with  re- 

S\xA  teihewwks  at  Helta ;  bat  altbongh 
B  OoTernment  had  adopted  b  plan  diffitr* 
iog  from  that  originally  prapoaed,  they  by 
no  means  took  np  tbe  projeet  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Waterford  (Cap- 
tain Talbot).  That  project  was  for  docks 
at  the  head  of  French  Creek ;  in  his 
opinion,  an  impraotioable  scheme.  Bat 
there  waa  another  and  more  impwtant  dif- 
ference. He  had  read  over  oarefolly  the 
speeehea  delivered  in  the  last  Seaaion  on 
this  punt,  and  even  in  the  course  of  the 
preaent  debate  he  thought  be  had  heard 
an  ezpreaaion  of  opinion  to  the  effect  that, 
after  all,  the  local  interests  of  Ualta  were 
nothing  to  those  of  the  Imperial  Govern* 
meat,  uid,  therefore,  that  possession  ought 
to  be  taken  of  French  Oreek  noUm  vowu. 
That  was  not  the  proposal  the  GoTom- 
ment.  They  held  the  same  Inngnage  now 
whieh  they  had  done  laM^  year  as  to  the 
advisability  of  keeping  fmth  with  tbe  Ual- 
teee  people  ;  and  oonseqaently  their  pro- 
posal differed  very  widely  from  tbe  sug* 
geations  put  forward  on  the  other  side  of 
Uie  House.  Again,  tbe  Government  had 
been  aecnsed  of  wasteful  extravaganee  at 
the  nortb*west  basin.  What  they  had 
done  waa  merely  to  carry  down  the  walls 
to  the  reek,  leaving  tiie  basin  itself 
to  be  deepened  by  the  Maltese,  and  the 
arrangement,  he  maintained,  was  one  which 
waa  not  merely  right  in  itself,  but  eventu- 
ally would  prove  eeonomieal.  He  would 
now  pasa  to  otiier  questions.  It  was  quite 
true,  as  stated  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Somersetshire  (Sir  William  Miles),  that  the 
Bstimates  provided  for  seventy-eight  lien- 
tenants  eommanding  Coastguard  stations, 
tiioogh  only  twenty-seven  were  actnally 
employed.  The  fact  was,  that  in  these 
days  lieutenants  were  not  easily  to  be 
procured  for  these  eomnands,  and  the 
number  was  therefore  made  up  from  second- 
class  ehief-offioers,  of  tbe  rank  of  warrant- 
officers  ;  but  as  soon  as  Heutenanta  offered 
themselves  the  others  would  be  reduced  in 
equal  proportion.  The  Estimates  showed 
the  authorized  ektablishment.  Taking  np 
the  French  Estimates,  his  hon.  and  gJlant 
Friend  the  Member  for  Aberdeen  (Colonel 
Sykea)  had  entered  into  an  able  statistieal 
eomparison  of  tiie  expeniea  of  the  French 
service  eompared  witK  our  own.  His  faoa. 
Friend,  however,  had  aomewhat  under- 
estimated the  amounts  of  the  French  bud- 
gets, which  were  divided  into  three  classes 
—ordinary,  extraordinaij.  and  reefifloali/'. 
Mr.  Chiki0r$ 


To  arrive  at  just  omdostona  it  waa  neoei- 
ssiy  to  add  together  Ukwo  three  divisions, 
and  tbe  two  lattw,  when  taeked  on  to  the 
ordinary  Estimates,  would  show  an  addi- 
tion of  nearly  £2,000,000.  Remarks  had 
been  made  as  to  the  inadequate  amounts 
taken  for  great  public  works.  At  Uie 
proper  time  he  should  be  aUe  to  justify 
both  the  amounts  proposed  to  be  voted,  and 
the  prospective  eipenditure.  In  preparing 
the  Estimates  for  tbe  present  year  the 
Government  had  been  very  anxious  to  re- 
move objections  on  the  score  of  uncertainty 
and  insdequaey,  and  to  show  clearly  wh^ 
was  meant  to  be  undertaken.  They  wished 
to  act  in  the  same  way  as  any  public  com- 
pany and  any  man  of  sense  in  England 
would  aet,  by  determi^n|^  fint,  the  worka 
to  be  executed,  then  the  time  over  whieh 
the  ezpenditon  waa  to  be  spread,  and  then 
seeing  that  the  work  was  earried  out  in 
the  best  manner.  The  amounts,  however, 
which  the  Government  were  taking  were 
not  so  small  as  might  be  supposed.  The 
boo.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Evesham 
(Sir  Henry  WtUoughby)  had  asked  whether 
there  was  this  year  a  surplus  on  Vote  1. 
It  was  not  very  easy  to  tell  what  would  be 
the  exact  position  of  the  Vote  by  the  end 
of  the  financial  year,  but  he  did  not  believe 
there  would  be  much,  if  any,  surplus  on 
this  Vote.  He  had  also  Men  asked  in 
r^^ard  to  the  diminution  in  the  number  of 
ships  of  the  Royal  Navy.  He  had  a  Re- 
torn  on  this  snbjeet,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  Uiere  was  a  difference  of  53,000  tona 
less  on  the  let  of  Febraary.  1865,  as  eom- 
pand  with  1864.  The  aoeounU,  if  moved 
for,  would  show  every  ton  added  to  or 
taken  from  tiie  navy.  He  was  also  asked 
as  to  the  two  first  items  of  Vote  1.  There 
was  no  real  increase,  but  the  Vote  had 
been  recast.  He  trasted  that  the  details 
contained  in  the  Appendix  would  have 
dearly  shown  this. 

Sm  JOHN  FAKINGTON:  Sir,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  a  few  evenings  ago  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
state  of  our  navy,  and  to  raise  a  ques- 
tion the  importance  of  whieh  no  one  will 
deny — namely,  whether  that  vast  sum  of 
£57,000.000  granted  by  Parliament  dur- 
ing iha  last  five  years  lias  been  expended 
•dnatageouily  and  with  proper  judgmeat 
and  discretion.  Sir.  I  raised  that  question 
as  flurly  as  I  could,  and  I  oalled  upon  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  for  an  ex[riaoatioa. 
The  noble  Lord  has  this  evening  given  ns 
this  expUnation,  and  I  should  m  qiute 
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hu  girai  to  tbe  judgment  of  this  Houae 
and  the  ewaUj,  were  it  not  that  my  ooble 
Friend  hu  so  muoh  misrepresented  sereral 
portions  of  my  speech,  that  I  feel  it  my 
imperatire  duty  to  offer  some  observations 
to  ^e  Honae.  I  pass  by  the  tone  in  which 
my  noble  Friend  spoke.  I  confess  that 
the  only  inference  I  draw  from  it  is  that 
he  felt  bis  case  not  a  Tery  strong  one,  and 
that  be  resorted  to  it  with  a  view  of  con- 
cealing its  weakness.  If  -  the  case  of  tbe 
noble  Lord  had  been  a  strong  one  I  do  not 
think  that  he  would  hare  spoken  in  a  tone 
which  I  trust  the  House  will  do  me  the 
justice  of  saying  was  Ten  oppowte  to  that 
m  which  I  addresied  the  House.  Bnt, 
Sir,  I  will  pass  now  to  the  substance  of 
iriiat  fell  frmn  the  noble  Lord,  and  I  think 
I  may  venture  to  say  that  when  I  separate 
that  snbstanoe  from  the  tone  of  injured  in- 
nocence which  it  suited  the  purpose  of  the 
noble  Lord  to  asanme  Uhntght,  be  has  left 
the  case  pretty  much  where  it  was  before 
he  addressed  the  Committee,  I  agree  with 
the  hen.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Fins- 
bury  (Sir  Morton  Peto)  and  the  boo.  and 

fallant  Oentleman  tbe  Member  for  Wake* 
eld  (Sir  John  Hai^  in  the  way  they  have 
pot  the  case.  What  were  the  points 
pressed  to-night  by  the  hon.  Baronet  and 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Oentleman.  and 
which  were  repeated  diatinetly  and  ably  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Halifax  ?  They  wera 
these — that  our  men-of-war  shonid  have 
speed,  that  they  should-  be  ■eaworthy  and, 
if  possible,  that  they  should  be  nnsini 
Biperienee  has  taught  us  that  our  armour- 
plated  ships  may  be  built  with  speed, 
that  they  may  he  rendered  seaworthy  and 
almost  unsinkable.  Now,  the  speech  of 
tbe  noble  Lord  did  not  eiplain  or  justify 
what  tbe  Admiralty  has  done  with  these 
£57,000.000 — his  speech  went  distinctly 
to  this  admission — that  the  men-of-war 
built  by  the  present  Board  of  Admiralty 
have  not  speed,  are  not  seaworthy,  and 
are  not  unsinkable.  The  noble  Lord,  ad- 
verting to  the  inqniries  which  we  bad  made 
for  certain  reports,  direoted  s  good  deal  of 
his  attention  to  reading  Baporta  from  Ad- 
miral Smart  [Lord  CiiABBiroB  Pagit: 
No  I  I  only  stated  the  substance  of  them.] 
Well,  but  that  makes  the  case  of  the  noble 
Lord  still  weaker  than  I  thought  it  vras.  In- 
atead  of  eztraets,  it  appears  that  the  noble 
Lord  has  only  given  us  tbe  Admiralty  ver- 
sion of  the  Beports.  He  has  given  us  the 
substance  or  something  of  the  Beport  of 
Admiral  Smart  on  &m  Channel  fleet  when 
be  commanded  It.   The  noUa  Lord  in- 


tended, I  suppose,  to  give  us  the  views  of 
Admiral  Smart  as  to  the  sailing  qualities 
of  the  Warriort  the  Black  Pf  tnM,  the  Dtf- 
fmee,  and  tbe  Bemtanoe.  Now,  why  tbe 
noble  Lord  took  up  the  qaesUon  of  the 
aailing  qualities  of  those  ships  I  cannot 
imagine.  We  bare  never  raised  the  ques- 
tion of  the  sailing  qualitiea  iA  those  fonr 
vessels,  and  the  substance  of  the  eztraots 
which  my  noble  Friend  gave  us  had  no- 
thing whatever  to  do  with  the  subject 
under  discussion.  The  noble  Lord  then 
gave  extracts  or  the  substance  of  Admiral 
Dacres's  Report.  [Lord  Cubehoe  Facut  : 
The  substance.]  Oh,  the  subetanoe  only. 
The  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Evesham 
(Sir  Henry  Wtllooghby)  in  his  speech  took 
exception  to  the  fairness  and  propriety  of 
this  proceeding.  I  think  it  is  open  to 
great  exception,  and  that  the  House  of 
Commons  has  a  right  to  complain  of  being 
put  in  possession  of  a  document  of  such 
importance  in  this  indirect  and  partial 
manner.  It  would  have  been  better  if  he 
bad  kept  it  back  altogether.  The  noble 
Lord  would  not  have  done  wisely  had  he 
kept  it  back,  but  if  we  are  to  have  it  at  all 
we  ought  to  have  it  in  its  entirety.  So 
far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  of  the  Beport  it 
seems  to  me  to  confirm  entirely  what  I  said 
tbe  other  night,  and  what  has  been  siud  by 
sevwal  hon.  Memhen  to^ght.  The  Re- 
port upeara  to  confirm  our  views  and  the 
idea  uat  Admiral  Dacres  did  not  find  his 
armoar-jtUted  ships  to  be  seaworthy  and 
good  ships.  Bot  the  point  on  which  I  am 
desirous  of  touching  is  as  to  what  he  said 
in  reference  to  the  Defanee,  Now,  I  must 
ask  my  noble  Friend's  attention  to  what  I 
really  said  about  the  D^tnee.  The  noble 
Lord  sUted  that  I  told  him  that  the  Z>«- 
fmee  would  nmther  fight  nor  swim.  I  sud 
nothing  of  the  kind.  I  think  when  he 
did  me  the  honour  to  refer  to  the  speech 
I  made  only  three  days  ago  be  should  have 
quoted  it  correctly.  I  distinctly  stated 
that  the  D^mce  had  the  reputation  of 
being  a  good  sea  boat ;  bnt  I  put  to  the 
noble  Lord  a  plain  question  to  whieh  he  has 
pven  no  reply  whatever.  The  hon,  Baro* 
net  the  Member  for  Finsbury  (Sir  Morton 
Peto)  has  stated  that  the  Warrior  and  the 
Blaei  Prinee  were  so  devised  by  the  able 
builder  who  designed  them,  that  if  they 
were  wounded  in  an  unprotected  part  it 
was  a  matter  of  calculation  that  would  be 
brought  down  into  the  water  so  many 
inches.  What  I  stated  the  other  night 
with  regard  to  the  D^mm  and  MtnUanee 
wmi,that  I  waainfij^^^(^(Ji^^ 
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then  sbipi— 4b6  ftrit  wfaieh  the  pment 
Admiraltj  emtnwted— they  disregirded 
the  adriM  of  th«  CmtrallerMid  Ohm  Com- 
■tnietor  of  ibe  Nktj  ;  that  they  hftd  tfthea 
It  upon  thaonelTM  to  bniM  Umm,  thovgh 
they  vera  not  men  of  Mienee,  and  that  Se 
reaoH  waa  that  if  the  Dtfmm  and  B$mt- 
am9$  went  hrto  aetion  and  were  wounded  in 
their  nnproteeted  parta^  Inalead  of  being 
broa^t  down  a  few  inehei  in  the  water, 
they  woald  iiink  altogether.    I  aaked  the 
noble  Lord  whether  the  facta  wera  not  lo, 
but  be  haa  not  thonght  proper  to  reply  to 
-uy  part  of  my  atatauent.    He  learea  me, 
therefore,  to  eone  to  the  oonolntton  that 
M  the  very  eommeoeement  of  his  official 
oareer  Uie  Admiralty  did  commit,  as  it  ap. 
peara  to  ne,  an  alnoat  ineredible  indis- 
cretion in  taking  it  upon  duni^ea  to 
diaregard  the  adviee  of  the  eompotent  men 
they  had  at  th«r  eommand,  and  the  coaae- 
^venee  la  that  the  abipa  are  not  what  the 
pnUie  had  a  right  to  ezpeet.   The  noble 
Lord,  in  the  most  triumphant  part  of  his 
apeech,  asked  me,  "  How  ean  you  reproaeh 
the  Admiraky  with  baring  plated  ships 
from  atom  to  stem  when  riie  French  hare 
done  the  same  f "   Why,  the  French  ex- 
perience was  the  TOry  ground  of  the  objec- 
tion which  T  took  to  the  course  pnrsued  by 
the  Admiralty.    In  all  the  disensstone  of 
the  last  year  the  Admiralty  were  warned 
not  to  plate  their  riiipa  eo  \  that  warning 
was  founded  upon  the  French  experience, 
and  the  French  are  proceeding  te  alter 
their  amoarplating.    Bnt»  in  spite  of 
warning,  tiie  Admiralty  persevered  at 
mormona  expenae  in  plating  eight  or  ten 
of  these  ehips  m  such  a  manner  that  they 
cannot  be  seaworthy.    [Lord  CLARraroB 
Paobt:  No,  no!]    It  does  not,  however, 
mjuire  the  neUe  Lord's  admission,  for  it 
is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  such  riiips 
are  not  fitted  for  heavy  weather.   I  never, 
however,  ^ueatieaed  that  the  BiiUrfr\»» 
was  a  good  sea  boat.    I  am  glad  to  have 
elteitea  fmn  the  aoUe  Lord,  though  he 
was  rather  severe  on  me,  that  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  the  ofioer  ooma»ndhig  the 
Cbaanel  fleet  not  to  expose  the  sfatpa  in 
heavy  weather  were  those  whidi  are  pro- 
perly and  syatemathMlly  given  every  year 
to  the  Admirab  eomroaoding  fleeta,  not  to 
wmeoesaartty  expose  iMr  ditpa  in  heavy 
weather.  That,  there  ean  be  no  dnnbt,  is  a 
jttdicions  instruction.    The  noble  Lord  has 
greatly  misrepresented  what  hss  been  said 
by  various  speakers  in  thia  debate  with 
r^srenee  to  wooden  ali^.    He  says  that  I 
was  the  eaoae  of  it  beeaose  it  waa  tin  aen- 


seqaenee  of  tiw  alarm  I  raiaed  twoerihvae 
yean  ago  with  regard  to  tiw  pragfasa 
the  Franoli  CtanmiMBt  waa  nakiag  wiA 
refarenoa  to  arawar  platod  diipa.  Bot 
Bor^  the  mMa  Lord  cannot  have  not  for- 
gotten diat  on  dMt  oeeasion  he  waa  en- 
treated by  the  House  not  to  persevere  with 
the  boiUing  of  wooden  shipa  beyond  thoae 
that  were  eommeaeed,  it  being  the  ^mioa 
of  every  oompelent  person  that  iron  shipa 
were  the  best  to  carry  srmoor  ;  bot  no- 
thing oottld  prevent  the  AdninU^  fraaa 
going  on  with  them— oozing  eeold  alter 
their  determination.    The  aoUe  Lord  has 
tried  to  foaten  on  me  a  mistake  between 
the  iVwM  Albert  and  the  Ito^al  Al/nd 
msde  in  Tkt  Timu.  When  I  saw  the  error 
ia  tlie  report  I  thonght  it  one  not  worth 
notieing,  and  I  bold  it  to  be  a  stoong  proof 
of  the  weakness  of  the  noMe  IjordFs  ease 
that  he  baa  attempted  to  foand  an  argu- 
ment on-7aoppoaing  it  to  be  a  mistue 
of  mine— what  waa  a  mere  verbd  error. 
But  what  answer  had  the  noble  Lord  given 
to  the  charge  made  against  the  Admiral^ 
with  reference  to  the  cupola  shipa  f  The 
iViace  Atttrt  waa  commeneed  three  or  fear 
yean  ago.    [Lord  Clabuiob  Pagit  :  Five 
years  age.]    Is  she  finished  now  ?  Other 
shipa  ^ve  been  hurried  forward.  Why 
has  net  the  iVinoa  Atbertf    I  aay  the 
Admiralty  oo^t  to  contrel  these  thinga, 
and  I  aoBpeot  very  strongly  that  if  we 
/V<nM  Att$rt  had  not  been  a  turret  ahip 
she  wonM  have  been  pushed  forward  and 
would  ban  baen  ta  the  water  kwg  ago. 
And  iriiat  explanationa  has  the  noUe  Lord 
given  of  ^e  oxtmerdiaary  |H«eoedinga 
going  on  witii  reepeetto  ih9  M^ioi  Al/ndt 
The  boa.  Member  for  Finsbary  said  that  I 
had  nnderstoted  his  ease,  and  deeiared  in 
the  same  language  that  I  would  hnve  im- 
plied that  she  had  been  so  dealt  with  by 
the  present  boiMers  of  the  Admh-alty 
that  she  was  not  fit   to  be  sent  to 
sea,  and  that  the  only  prudent  thing  that 
eauld  be  done  with  her  would  be  to  break 
her  up.    What  aaawer  did  the  noUe  Lord 
give  to  that?  Kane,  absolatoty  none.  He 
very  pradeatly  passed  over  the  subject. 
Hy  noble  Friend  said,  in  oonelasion,  that 
the  part  of  my  apeeeh  which  had  grveo 
hnn  most  pain  waa  with  nforenea  to  Mr. 
Reed.    I  said  the  aaaw  for  myealf  Iba 
otiier  nigirt ;  it  waa  meal  painfol  to  me 
to  speak  as  I  have  dona.    But  I  waold 
appeal  to  the  House  whether  the  tioMe 
Lord  has  given  any  answer  to  what  1  aaid 
npon  thaaabjoet,  and  I  think  thotWfor 
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vhicb  hare  bew  made  ^%  the  eondppt 
of  the  A4iDiraltj.  Hu  mj  noble  Friend 
Advinaed  asythi^g  whieb  fould  he  reafpp- 
»hl/  doosi^ered  »  nDdi«Bii«n  the  w 
duet  ef  the  Admiraltj  io  ^aotng  jtfr.  Reed 
the  heed  of  ^e  Cena^rvctiea  Depart- 
ment f  I  apohe  the  other  night  ef  Mr. 
Reed  io  «  epirit  of  the  most  perfect  fair- 
oeaa.  I  e«d  that  he  wsa  likely  to  heeome 
hereafter  a  rerj  eminent  «hipbuih)er;  but 
I  atill  retain  the  epinien  which  I  then  es- 
presffed.  that  no  great  Departmefit  of  the 
State  ever  pomaiittqij  a  greater  error  or  a 
greater  i^^icretioe  at  each  a  teeieeat  ef 
tranution  as  thii  than  (he  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty eommiUed  irhen  the;  set  aside 
men  <w  great  egDuaeiiee  and  ex^erieeee  aqd 
put  in  their  plaee  a  gentleman  quite  un- 
tried, like  Mr,  Beed. 

LOBD  CJjABENGB  PAGET :  I  wish 
te  say  ime  word  in  evplanationt  The  ^ 
nttanee  and  B^ene9  an  bqilt  preeisely  on 
the  same  priaciple  as  the  Wtirrior.  If  a 
shot  Btmck  her  in  the  nnproteeted  parts  it 
woeld  depress  her  Ifteen  iD^ies  in  the 
water,  instead  of  sinking  her. 

Sn  JOHN  PAKmaTON  (  We  were 
adrised  from  all  parts  of  England  thai  we 
could  not  oombioe  all  the  qaalitiee  we 
required  fn  the  Warrior  without  going  to 
that  sice.  When  ^  Admiralty  built  the 
Defence  they  built  her  3,000  toos  smaUer 
than  the  Wgnfiaift  and  the»fore  hm  flota* 
tion  was  propoe^enatdy  leas,  so  that  a  shot 
which  woeld  merely  depress  the  W<»rit9 
some  fifteen  inehee  weald  render  the  J?*- 
fence  incapable  of  ma^g  way  in  the 
water  at  a)l. 

Su  JAMES  ELPHINSTONE  thought 
the  person  who  had  most  right  to  complain 
of  uie  debate  which  had  taken  pl«ee  vaa 
Admiral  Daores,  fpr  the  noble  Lord  had 
merely  gireo  what  he  called  the  substance 
of  his  Report  instead  of  giving  it  in  exteneo. 
He  oontended  that  they  were  entitled  to 
have  the  Report  before  them  in  extentOf 
and  judge  of  its  souteots  themseWe?'  The 
hoB.  Bareset  the  Member  for  Ewsham* 
who  was  an  autharity  upon  these  matters, 
had  stated  that  It  was  not  etntomary  to 
refer  to  the  substance  of  a  paper  wUeh 
wae  net  before  the  Hoese  ;  and  he,  ther*> 
Core,  called  upon  the  noble  Lerd  to  preduoe 
tiie  fiepoK  of  Admiral  Doores.  With  re- 
ierenoe  to  .the  noble  Lmrd*B  charge  ef  his 
^ir  Janea  ElpUnsteae)  coming  to  tbi^t 
House  with  gossip  picked  up  at  Porta- 
uo«tb,hebe^^  to  infann  the  noble  Lord 
lha  <Mi  going  OTor  POTteisonlh  Dedtyard 
bo  oailhor  oowranod  nth  midahipBon  nsr 


IienteneQh>>  but  4erire4  hi»  i^fmn^tion 
from  muph  better  sources.  The  neble 
Xiord  had  also  found  fault  with  him  for  not 
baring  brought  the  state  pf  1^  Rejtear^ 
before  the  HoufO  Ust  Seasioq  after  h«  jb|4 
moved  for  papers.  What  \»  i4^ted  waa 
t4(at  that  Temel  had  been  materially  da- 
■wagad  by  the  diseharge  of  her  erd- 
Dai}ce  i  ^  the  Admiralty  took  pefugp  |p 
the  fact  that  there  w«  so  matfirwpart 
of  the  ship  hurt.  But  the  Mirarka  and 
other  |«rts  Af  the  abip  were  hrpkea.  a*d 
the  earpenter  was  woaaded  by  (he  gUve 
which  fell  upon  him.  The  Tfiiwli  hflW'- 
erer,  was  not  rapdeM  opseaverUiy  by  the 
discharge.  The  jVdmirelty  aen^  her  to 
SheemoM.  ffhere  ahe  was  repaired  at  • 
cpst  of  ^,QOp,  and  then  aisappaarad, 
dpdgipg  abom  from  harbour  t9  fcerbovr  o» 
the  floavt  of  3eotland.  The  sweip  waa 
that  the  AdmiraUy  4i4  ii«t  irilA  to  ifitnwt 
her  to  Adniiwl  paopea,  a*  he  vould  h«>T» 
subjepted  her  to  too  sitriQgept  »  trial. 
Sinee  thep  he  (Sir  James  Elphiustpoe)  had 
had  no  opportunity  of  bringing  theparfioRn* 
auce?  of  this  ship  under  notice  pnti}  the 
Other  erenbg,  whew  ho  cftjled  bier  ftP  abor- 
Uqq,  The  captain  (uupnaamiiffg  her  apei9 
of  batieniag  doirn  the  ehip  i«  a  gale  «f 
wind.  K«w,  during  his  seventeen  years  el 
9ea  aerrice  he  had  only  seen  batteirfng  dowi) 
once,  and  that  was  in  a  hurricane.  It  was 
only  resorted  to  in  former  times  in  eases  of 
extreme  necessity  and  danger,  and  if 
the  Be»ecms\  had  to  be  battened  down 
in  every  gale  of  wind,  die  was  Mtirely 
nnseawordiy.  With  regard  te  the  Atyol 
Alfred^  she  had  hem  pidled  oompletoly 
to  ^eees,  and  ho  felt  persnaded  that  It  waa 
praetieally  unpoesible  to  atrmi^i^lion  her  ao 
as  to  earry  too  erdnaneo  H  was  intended 
to  put  in  tier.  Of  the  Hmlmr  and  YMmni 
but  little  aeoount  had  been  given  ;  bnt 
ttiey  weee,  no  doubt,  the  greatest  failnroa 
which  had  ever  been  put  upon  the  water. 
The  maohhuiy  of  the  SeoUr  went  wrong 
as  oho  was  eomiujgf  up  Channel,  and  she 
would  have  gone  on  the  French  coast  had 
the  engine  not  been  repaired  and  ihe  ship 
got  round.    If  tbe  Oak  and  iVteee 

CoMert  were  te  be  made  .harbour  efafps, 
where  woidd  bo  our  fleet  9  [Lord  Ou* 
ftBHOB  FaosT  bad  never  said  that  they  wero 
to  be  placed  in  harbours.]  The  noble 
Load  seemed  to  leek  on  Ifr.  Watts  as  a 
very  andent  gentleman,  who  Inid  estired 
from  aedve  aorviee  nnder  the  nrosanro  of 
years ;  but  he  was  only  dx^-fonr*  and  if 
diipbuHding  waa  eegardod  aa  an  art  re- 
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|H^ic&I  experience  in  order  to  become 
proficient  in  it,  the  age  of  aixty^four  was 
eertainlj  do  disqaalifioetioa  in  Mr.  Watts. 
In  addressing  bis  constituents  tbe  noble 
Lord  said  that  it  was  under  consideration 
to  ask  for  a  eonaiderableToteon  aeooant  of 
doela.  But  where  was  this  Yotet  At 
Portsmouth  only  £20,000  was  asked  for, 
though  he  was  told  on  good  anthoritj  that 
it  would  be  good  economy  to  spend 
£300>000  there  during  tbe  present  year. 
He  Buggested,  however,  that  the  plana  for 
these  dooksshouldbeeousideredby  aCom- 
mittee  upstairs. 

Ub.  WHITBREAD  said,  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet (Sir  James  Elpbinstone)  appeared  to 
be  Tory  angry  with  tbe  noble  Lord  tbe 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  for  not  having 
produced  Admiral  Daores's  Report  in  ex- 
tciMo;  but  he  recollected  that  in  1859  the 
late  Sir  Charles  Napier  having  risen  to 
more  for  a  copy  of  letters  from  Sir  Bald- 
win Walker  to  the  Admiralty,  a  right  hon. 
Gentleman  made  to  the  Motion  the  follow- 
ing short  reply: — 

"  The  doeaments  in  qaastion  were  eonfldentul 
miers  pnsBBted  to  tbe  Admirsltf .  kdA  U  would 
bs  aritmr  hi  aooordasoe  witii  prseaduit  nor  bene- 
tflial  to  tba  pobUe  serrioe  to  prodnee  tbrnn.  He 
hid  aliesdy  eommunioated  tbe  nibftuae  of  tbem 
to  ths  Hoose  in  tbe  statement  be  bad  made  in  Iq- 
trodnohvtbeBatimBlcs."~{SAm»ard,oliU.SOO.] 

Now  that  was  the  answer  of  the  right  bon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Droitwich,  who, 
in  reference  to  tbe  Report  of  Admiral 
Daores,  contended  that  it  might  bare  been 
either  kept  back  or  produced  m  extenso,  but 
that  the  substanee  of  it  only  ought  not  to 
have  been  communicated  to  the  Committee. 

3»  JOHN  HAT :  What  was  the  sub- 
ject of  Sir  Baldwin  Walker's  tetters? 

Mb.  WHITBREAD  :  The  state  of  the 
navy.  But,  passing  from  that  sobjeot.  he 
wished  to  observe  with  respect  to  Malta 
Dockyard,  about  whieh  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Droitwich,  tbe 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Portsmouth, 
ud  tiie  hon.  and  galhut  Member  for 
Wakefield  were  so  jubilant,  that  the  de- 
ciiioB  whieh  was  at  first  arrived  at  in 
reference  to  it  was  perfectly  reasonable, 
althongb  tbe  lapse  of  time  might  have 
made  a  differeuoe  in  the  bearings  of  the 
question, 

Mr.  SBELT,  referring  to  the  Admiralty 
accounts,  said,  it  was  quite  evident  from 
what  had  taken  place  that  he  and  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Pontefract  (Mr. 
Cbildcrs)  oould  oome  to  no  agreement  with 
respeet  to  them.  He  ther^re  begged  to 
repeat  the  ofier  whieh  he  had  made 


on  a  former  night,  which  was  that  he 
would  meet  bis  boo.  Friend  and  go  care- 
fully over  tbe  figures,  and  if  it  turned  out 
that  he  was  wrong,  he  would  apologise  to 
the  House  for  the  statemento  which  he  had 
made.  He  was,  however,  perfectly  eon- 
vmeed  that  he  had  stated  what  was  ofniect 
when  he  said  there  were  several  milliona 
of  which,  on  the  face  of  the  aeoounto,  no 
explanation  was  given.  With  rf^ard  to 
tbe  Faleon,  he  would  simply  observe  that 
it  mattered  not  whether  she  was  repaired 
in  an  Admiralty  or  in  a  privata  yaH  if  it 
were  true  that  tbe  repairs  cost  a  great 
deal  more  than  was  necesseiy.  He  would 
add  that  when  Vote  11  oame  under  discus- 
sion he  would  call  the  attention  of  his  boo. 
Friend  to  two  or  three  items,  such  as  the 
repairs  of  plant  and  machinery,  and  ask 
him  how  those  repairs  were  charged  under 
that  Vote  instead  of  under  Votes  8  and  10. 

QoeaUon  pot,  and  agreed  to. 
Vote  agreed  to. 

Sib  JAMBS  BLPHIN8T0NB  moved 
to  report  Progress. 

Lord  CLARENCE  PAGET  hoped  the 
Vote  for  Wages  and  Viotoals  would  be 
taken. 

VisoouxT  PALMBRSTON :  Surely,  as 
you  have  voted  the  men  yon  must  j^ve  us 
the  money  to  maintain  them. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the 
Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again,"— (Sir  James  Eipkin- 
ftOM,)— put,  and  negatifoed. 

(2.)  £2,945,006,  Wages. 

(3.)  £1,325,694,  Vietoala  and  ClotbiDg. 

SUPPLY. 

REDEMPTION  OF  THE  SCHELDT  TOLL. 

(4.)  £175,650,  Redemption  of  Scheldt 
Toll. 

Mr.  PEEL  moved, 

"Tbat  a  %am  oot  exeeediof  £175,650  be 
granted  to  Her  U^jetty  to  defray  tbe  teooDd 
moiety  of  tbe  obarge  pajrabls  hj  Qreat  Britain 
under  the  treaty,  dated  tbe  tSth  day  of  July, 
IMt,  fcr  tbs  Bedemption  of  ths  Sebstdt  Toll, 
ta  tU  81st  day  of  Mandi,  1885." 

Sir  henry  WILLOUGHBY  asked 
for  information  as  to  tbe  basis  of  the  cal- 
culation between  the  two  oounUies.  Why 
should  Uiis  country  pay  half  of  this  moiety  ? 

The  chancellor  op  m  BXCHB. 
QUBR  said,  that  the  Vote  was  proposed 
according  to  the  arrangement  between  the 
contracting  parties.  No  new  principle  was 
invdved  in  the  present  Vote.  The  Boglish 
Oovemmfnt  dissented  from  tbe  propoul  of 
Belgium  that  ther^haxap^^trtOigjto 
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■bould  be  dutribnted  between  ell  coontriei 
in  proportion  to  the  whole  namber  of  ton* 
iHuiiBg  up  and  down  the  Solieldt,  and 
Bdgtnm  at  last  assented  to  oharge  herself 

to  the  eitent  of  one-third  in  the  first  tn- 
stanoe.  The  present  proposal  was  to  give 
effect  tu  the  arrangement. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Honse  rofwiwd. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-momno; 
Committee  to  Mt  again  7<Mnom>i0. 

ISLE    OF    MAN    DI8  AFFORESTATION 
(OOlfPENSATION).  —  COUHtTTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Mb.  PEBL,  in  moring  that  tbe  House 
resolve  into  a  Committee  to  oonrider  the 
Isle  of  Uan  Disafibrestation  (Compensa- 
tion), stated  that  m  1860  the  L^slatnre 
of  the  Isle  of  Han  thought  it  expedient 
to  pass  an  Aot  for  disafforesting  a  certain 
forest  in  that  island,  and  CommiSBioners 
were  appointed  to  ascertain  the  ralue  of 
the  different  rights,  and  divide  the  revenue 
between  the  commonert  and  tbe  Crown. 
There  were  eertsin  parties  who  held  under 
Ueenees  aooording  to  the  custom  of  the 
manor  lands  for  which  thej  paid  rent, 
bnt  which  were  not  enclosed  and  which 
remained  subject  to  the  rights  of  the 
eommoners.  The  Commissioners,  having 
no  power  to  deal  with  their  claims,  in- 
eluded  these  lands  in  the  bounduiea  of 
the  Ibreatt  wfaieh,  after  the  sate  of  a  cer- 
tain portion  to  defray  expeoaeit  was  di- 
vided between  the  Crown  and  tiie  eom- 
moners. These  elaimaata  had  sinee  made 
ropresentations  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  and  Forests,  in  eonseqaenee  of 
which  an  arrangement  had  been  eome  to 
with  the  commoners  and  the  local  Legis- 
lature that  the  Commissionera  should  be 
empowered  to  examine  the  claims  of  those 
parties,  and  award  them  eompensation  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  £5,000,  one-half 
to  be  paid  hj  the  Crown  and  the  other  by 
the  commoners.  Tbe  commoners  agreed 
that  a  sufficient  portion  of  that  part  of 
the  land  should  be  sold  to  raise  £2.500. 
Tbe  oly'eet  of  tbe  Bill,  whieh  be  sought 
to  found  upon  the  Reaolatioa  whieh  he 
was  about  to  prrone,  was  to  authorixe 
the  payment  of  £3,500  out  of  the  eapitol 
of  the  Crown  revenues  for  this  purpose. 

Ub.  AUQUSTUS  SMITH  thanked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  the  explanation 
whieh  he  had  given,  but  nrged  that  the 
House  was  bound  to  examine  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill  with  grett  oaotioD,  bee«aw  the 
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people  of  the  Isle  of  Han  wen  not  repre- 
sented there.  He  expreased  his  belief 
that  it  would  be  found  that  great  injustice 
had  been  done  to  certain  parties,  and 
characterised  this  as  one  of  a  number  of 
aggressions  whieh  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  and  Forests  had  been  making  io 
various  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  sustain 
certain  rights  which  they  contended  be- 
longed to  them.  Tliis  wat  not  part  of  the 
original  patrimony  of  the  Crown,  as  it  was 
now  called;  but  was  public  property  bought 
and  paid  for  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fond. 

The  CHAKCBLLOR  of  tbe  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  that  although  this,  like  every 
other  measure,  ought  to  be  carefully  ex- 
amined by  the  House,  there  was  no  reason 
for  suspicion,  at  all  evenU  in  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  the  Isle  of  Uan,  for  whose 
bene6t  alone  it  was  that  Uie  Bill  was  intra- 
dooed.  Whether  this  was  part  of  the 
original  patrimony  of  Uie  Crown,  or  had 
been  purchased  ont  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  was  an  entirely  irrelevant  question. 
It  had  been  treated  as  part  of  the  Crown 
lands  when  tbe  settlement  of  tbe  Civil 
List  was  made  with  the  present  Sovereign 
in  1837,  and  it  must  be  so  dealt  witli  now. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Isle  of  Uan  Disafforestation  (Compen- 
sation),— congidered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Rttohtd,  That  the  Oonmunionmi  of  Her  Ha- 
jestj't  Wooda,  Foreiti,  ud  Land  R«reaitM  be 
aothoriMd  to  pay,  oat  of  the  Capital  of  the  Land 
R«Tena«a  of  the  Crown,  snob  muni,  not  ezoeediog 
in  the  whole  £3,500,  aa  may  be  neoeeiary  to  meet 
one  moietr  of  the  amoont  of  tbe  Compenaation 
fiir  oertaio  CUmi  aiUof  oat  of  tbs  IXsafflires- 
(aUoD  ofoMrtaln  Lands  hi  the  Isle  of  Uan. 

House  returned. 

Resolution  to  be  raperted  To-morroio. 

XTNIOK  OF  BENEFI0E8  AOT  AMEND. 
MENT  BILL.— LEAVE. 

Mb.  E.  p.  BOUVERIB  moved  for  leave 
to  introduce  a  short  Bill  to  amend  the  Union 
of  BoDeflees  Act  of  1860.  As  the  House 
wera  no  doubt  aware,  by  that  Act  the 
sale  of  the  site  of  any  ohurcb  which 
mi^t  have  become  oseloss  by  the  union 
of  two  benefiees  eonld  only  tue  plaee  by 
the  consent  of  the  Seeretary  of  State,  the 
Arehbishop,  tbe  Bishop  of  the  diocese, 
and  the  Arohdeaeon.  The  ohuroh  of  St. 
Benet's,  Qraeeehareh  Street,  having  be- 
come unnecessary  by  the  onion  of  that  pa- 
rish with  another,  it  was  proposed,  with  the 
sanction  of  all  parties  oonccmcd,  except 
that  of  the  AnhdeiMon,  to  sell  the  Mto*c?he 
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latter  nfutad  to  give  bit  otowDk,  bannu 
he  olQeeted  to  the  whole  poliey  of  the  Aet 
The  Hogse  would  prab»blj  r«eoUeettb«t 
tiie  original  iotroduoen  of  tbo  Aet  did  not 
propoaa  that  the  BanoUon  irf  the  Arch' 
deaooo  shoald  be  reqauito  i  hot  tbo  pro- 
rision  wu  iotrodaoed  at  the  Boggettion  of 
tiie  boo.  Uember  oppoiite  (Mr.  Hubbard); 
and  it  beiog  aappoved  that  tbo  Arcbdeaeoo 
would  be  guided  bj  Hxe  opbioo  of  the 
Biihop  whoso  offieor  bo  vaa.  do  objootioo 
wu  made  to  the  prepoiitioa.  Tbo  House 
would  doubtleiB  regard  the  requiiitioo 
of  the  saDotion  of  the  Anhblahop,  the 
Biibop,  and  of  the  ^retarj  <tf  State,  aa 
affording  ample  Beeurity  to  the  Churobaod 
to  the  poblio  for  the  traneaeUon  being 
properijr  ooodnetodj  and,  thmfora,  he  now 
propooed  to  aoiond  the  Aet  oo  far  aa  it 
required  the  haoUob  the  Arohdeaoon. 
In  the  eaae  to  which  ho  had  partieularij 
referred  the  objeet  was  a  Terjr  good  one. 
aa  the  ulo  of  the  ehmh  wu  required  in 
order  to  widen  Fenohuroh  Strotk,  vbiofa 
was  a  principal  thorengUare  »  the  City, 
and  the  proceede  of  the  aale  were  to  be 
apfdied  to  the  eodoinneot  of  a  now  ohorcb 
in  (me  of  ^  moat  trolled  dlietrfeta  of 
Lradon. 

Motion  made,  and  QuesUon  proposed, 
'*  That  leave  he  i^ren  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  TTnion  of  Benefices  Aet.*'>— (Jlfr. 
Edward  PleydeU  Bomterit.) 

Mb.  HUBBARD  said,  he  atrooglj  ob- 
jaeled  to  the  omiaMoa  of  the  Arobdoaoon 
from  thoae  whoae  aaaaot  waa  required  for 
the  tale  of  the  Hte  of  a  churoh.  The 
asBonts  of  the  Arehbiihop  of  Canterbury, 
of  the  Biehop  of  Londm.  and  the  Home 
Seeretary,  wore  given  aa  •  matter  of  form 
to  any  propoaal  under  the  Aot ;  but  the 
oflSee  of  Arohdoaeon  goTO  him  poenliar 
fnnotiona  and  peeoliar  doties  in  relation  to 
the  eburch-~Bach,  for  inttaace,  aa  aeeiag 
that  the  roraaina  of  ihoae  who  had  been 
buried  in  the  oburehyard  perhaps  hnndreds 
of  years  before  were  decently  and  rere- 
reotly  ramoTed.  It  might  be,  aa  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  stated,  that  the  Archdeacon 
in  the  case  referred  to  had  refused  bis 
assent  to  the  sale  simply  because  he  ob- 
jeeled  altogether  to  tbo  policy  of  the 
Aet ;  or  it  might  he  that  he  objected  be- 
eanse  the  provisions  of  the  Aot  had  not 
been  oompUed  with  by  the  Order  in  Couneil 
and  the  proposal  of  the  Commiaiioners. 
He,  tha«fer(^  moned  thet  copies  of  the 
Order  in  Council  and  of  aU  correspondence 
between  the  Arohdeuon  end  the  Com- 
missioners on  the  snbjoot  be  laid  npoa  tiia 

Mr.  S,  P.  BdwhtU 


table  before  tear*  WM  gi*«il  ta  biug  in 

the  BUI. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  tbo  word  "  That"  to  the  end 
of  the  Qaeetion,  io  order  to  add  the  words  *'  ao 
hnmble  Addren  be  presented  to  Her  Mijefltj.that 
She  will  be  gnaivaaij  pleaeed  to  give  dir*otions 
that  there  be  laid  befoe  thii  Hons*,  Cwm  <^tbe 
Ordw  in  ConneU  of  the  1st  daj  of  November, 
1864,  fbr  the  iwnoval  of  the  Ohrnli  sT  St.  Beaef  ^ 
Graoeohnreh  Street : 

And,  of  all  the  CorrespoDdmoe  on  the  aa^eet 
between  the  Arofadeaeoo  of  London  and  the  Iran- 
bers  of  the  Churoh  Estatsa  CooimiaBOPere," — 
iUr.  Subbard.) 

— instead  thereof. 

Qnestion  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  ont  stand  part  of  the 

QuesUon.*' 

Ua.  ATRTON  hoped  the  Hovse  woaU 
reconsider  the  wcdesa  and  wanton  altera^ 
tioiui  hitroduQod  into  the  Act  which  this 
Bill  was  intend^  to  amend.  Hon.  Qentle- 
meo  opposite  would  render  Ihe  Churoh 
odious  if  they  sueoeeded  in  mafcinff  it 
merely  pro6t»ble  to  the  minister  withpHl 
being  of  aervioe  to  the  people. 

CRAWFORD  said,  he  bad  evety 
respect  for  the  Arohdeaoon  of  Jjondon,  but 
was  informed  that  he  had  sot  his  back 
against  the  wall  and  would  not  make  him' 
self  a  party  to  the  pulling  down  of  any 
church,  thereby  obstrnctiog  the  esecntion 
of  an  Act  of  parliament.  This  Bill  would, 
therefore,  relieve  the  rev.  Gentleman  ^  % 
duty  which  he  eonld  not  perform  without 
wounding  his  conscience, 

Mb.  LYGON  defended  hon.  Gentlemen 
00  his  aide  of  the  Hoose  from  the  aspersion 
of  the  boo.  Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets, 
and  aqggeated  that  it  wouU  be  better  fpr 
the  House  to  be  pot  in  posseuioo  of  the 
views  of  the  Arebdeaoon  in  bis  own  words, 
in  order  to  see  whether  he  bad  not  ezer> 
cised  bis  discretionary  power  wisely.  If  a 
measure  passed  on  a  grave  question  after 
full  eonstdeeattoa  was  to  be  dialurbed  with- 
in a  year  or  two  in  the  manner  now  pro*- 
posed,  an  impediment  might  be  thrown  in 
the  way  of  future  legislative  cotnpronuses 
being  oome  to  hj  the  House. 

Sib  JOHN  SHBLliET  aaw  no  objee- 
tion  to  the  productieo  of  the  oorrespond* 
once  with  the  Archdeacon,  but  thought  it 
ou^ht  to  satisfy  hon,  Geotlemen  opi>ou(4 
if  It  wore  laid  on  the  table  before  the  Of 
eond  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  E.  F.  BOUVERIB  did  not  e^tpow 
tbo  prodneUon  of  the  papers  in  qneition  if 
coupled  with  other  correspondence  on  the 
same  NdtJeet;  hut  pomplained  of  fiM^^^eaist' 
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MM  oArei  to  tlw  bringing  in  of  the  BUI 
u  Terr  uduhbI. 

Ma.  CAVBKDI3H  BENTIKCK,  refer, 
ring  to  the  applieation  of  the  term  "  reeal- 
eitnnt "  to  the  Arohdeuon  of  London 
by  the  right  bon.  Member  for  Kilmameok 
(Ifr.  B.  P.  Bottverie)  the  other  night,  said 
be  hoped  the  hoe.  Member  for  BoohinghMn 
w«nld  peruTens  with  bli  AmMdment. 

Question  pat,  "  That  the  words  proved 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Qoeation." 

The  Hoose  dhidid  Ajes  31;  Noes 
11:  Majority  10. 

LOCOUOTITKS  ON  BOADS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Holuhd*  Bill  for  thefiirther 
regnUting  the  use  of  LooomotiTOs  on  turnpike 
and  other  Roads,  (or  agrioultural  and  other  pur- 
pons,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  b^  Mr.  Hollahb, 
BirEmuBD  Dianm,  andSlr  JoBir  Hat. 

Heote  a^jonmad  at  half 
after  One  o^ekwk. 


HOUSE  OF  L0ED8, 
.fWi^,  March  10,  1865. 

MINUTES.]-^imLio  Bn,T  s—  fiti«nd  Etading— 
Attorn^  and  SoUoiten  ( U)  [ha]  m^vaI. 

BAB&AOKS  (IRELAND}r^nESTION. 

Thb  MiBomua  op  CLANBICARDE 
«aid,  he  wiilied  to  pat  a  Qaeation  t*  his 
Mbla  Friend  the  Seentvy  for  War,  with 
referenee  to  a  raniour  whim  pref  ailed  that 
it  was  proposed  by  the  OorervoMnt  to  sell 
■ome  of  the  smaller  bwraoks  in  different 
parts  of  Ireland.  He  had  no  ebjeotion  to 
•  neasnre  of  that  kind  being  carried  out 
within  raMonable  Ketiits  and  with  discre- 
ItoB.  There  were  n  Ireland  some  barraeks 
iHiieh  H  would  no  doubt  be  good  eeonomy 
to  diapense  with ;  bet  there  were  othm 
with  respect  to  whieli  he  ilA  not  think  it 
desirable  Uut  that  eonrse  dioald  be  taken. 
Asaong  the  latter  he  woald  inetanoe  the 
barraeks  in  the  town  of  Oalwrnj.  wbieb  be 
Cnuted  woaM  not  be  abandooad  a  mffi- 
tarj  etation.  He  Aeogbt  ba  nigbt  add 
that  it  awnld  be  weU,  wheaerer  opportnnity 
presented  itself,  that  the  troops  should  be 
distributed  to  seme  extent  throoghent  Ire- 
land, and  not  be  kept  always  at  tbe  Cttr- 
ragh.  But  tbe  Qeestioa  he  roae  to  ask  bia 
noble  Friend  was,  Whether  be  would  lay  on 
tbe  taUe  a  Hst  «f  tbe  barraeks  wbioh  it 
«■»  inlend^  to  riioUih  f 


Bakl  DB  OBBT  axs  BIFOK  NpUad 
Aat  it  had  been  in  oontemplation  to  do 
away  with  some  of  tbe  barracks  in  Ireland 
for  many  years.  Indeed,  he  heliered  tbe 
late  Duke  of  Wellington  had  under  bis 
notice  a  plan  for  the  purpose,*  and  in  1860 
it  was  proposed  that  thirty-seren  barraoka 
shonlil  be  disposed  of.  The  list,  howeter, 
had  siuee  been  carefully  gone  through  and 
rerised,  and  the  Goremmeat  had  it  now 
in  eontemplation,  through  the  ageney  of  tbe 
Landed  Estates  Conrt,  to  sell  nineteen  bar- 
racks in  Ireland.  He  held  the  list  of  those 
barraeka  in  his  hand,  and  would  read  it  to 
their  Lwdsbipe,  but  that  be  did  not  feel 
quite  sore  that  he  oould  pronounce  some 
of  the  names  wbieh  It  oontuned.  He  would, 
however,  lay  it  on  the  table  if  his  noble 
Friend  desired  he-sbeuld  do  so.  He  was 
happy  to  assure  his  noble  Friend  that  it 
did  set  indnde  tbe  barraeks  in  Qalway, 

Thi  Eabl  Of  DALH0U3IE  hoped  the 
War  Office  woi^  not  listen  to  the  adrioe 
of  the  noUe  Marquees  vith  regard  to  tbe 
dispersion  of  troops  throughout  the  coun- 
try, for  nothing  would,  he  beliered,  tend 
more  to  demoraKae  the  army  in  Irelaad 
than  eatUng  it  down  into  small  detach- 
ments, and  scattering  tbem  in  all  direc- 
tions. They  had  now  got  to  a  better  state 
of  ^ingi  boM  in  Irdaiul  and  England,  and 
be  hoped  bis  wAle  Friend  would  not  listen 
to  any  anggaation  to  rerert  to  Uie  old 
system. 

Thb  Mabqvbbs  of  CLANBICARDE 
said,  be  agi-e^  at  to  the  impolicy  of  sO* 
parating  tbe  regiments  mto  amall  detach- 
ments, ud  it  was  on  that  aocoont  that 
he  eoncurred  in  the  expediency  of  dung 
away  with  some  of  the  small  barracks. 

Eahl  DE  ORET  and  RIPOKalsoqmte 
eoneurred  with  the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl 

Dalheosie)  to  deeming  it  essential  to 
tbe  eflSoiency  of  ^e  army  that  the  rarious 
battalions  should  be  kept  together,  and 
in  that  reapeet  be  oould  mure  bim  tbe 
GoToraiBent  did  noi  btood  to  make  any 
oharge. 

Tbb  Bak,  or  MALMESBURY  hoped 
tbe  Goromnient  would  not  ^poao  of  uieh 
of  these  barraeks  as  did  not  eost  muoh 
to  keep  up,  and  wA,  aa  woidd  prob^ly 
happen,  for  a  mere  song.  Tfaa  artillery 
barracks  at  Chrtstohoreb.  wbieb  could  not 
have  been  built  for  less  than  £15.000  or 
£20.000,  were  onee  rery  neariy  being  sold 
far  s£1.700.  It  was  sot  for  htm  as  a  civilian 
to  eritieixe  the  new  arrangements  of  the 
army,  but  he  bad  heard  many  eomplaiata 
tkM  tbo  fb».*io.,,^^^^gjOTO§te 
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esmpc  had  vithdraini  from  diffisrent  cood- 
ties  regiments  whieh  m'l^t  have  been 
mamtuned  iken  in  good  duapUne  daring 
the  winter  montiis,  and  the  preaenoe  of 
which  was  very  welcome  to  toe  disfaricta 
in  which  th^  were  qnartered.  Mora  than 
howoTcr  great  the  benefits  of  the  new 
aeheme  might  he,  it  oonld  not  be  denied 
that  it  deprived  Uie  oflfioers  of  the  line  of 
the  adraDtagea  of  aootety  which  thej  aged 
to  enjoj  when  they  were  quartered  in 
towns  in  rarious  parts  of  the  countij. 

ATTORNEYS  AND  SOUOITOBS  BILL. 
(No.  15.)   SBCOn)  BBADDTO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing  read. 

Mowd,  "  That  the  Bill  he  now  read  2\*' 
—{The  Lord  ChaneeUor.) 

Lord  ST.  LEONARDS  said,  that  as 
tine  noble  and  learned  Lw4  had  moved  the 
■econd  reading  of  the  measure  wit^ot  a 
word  of  comment,  it  would  bo  neeeswry 
that  he  should  himself  explain  its  provisions 
in  order  that  he  might  show  why  he 
ohjeeted  to  it.  This  mode  of  mortng  the 
second  reading  gave  to  his  noble  sod  learned 
Friend  the  reply  upon  bim,  instead  of  his 
having  the  advantage  of  replying  to  the 
speech  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  The  Act  might 
more  properly  have  been  entitled,  "Attor- 
neys and  Solicitors  Bemnneration  Bill." 
Now,  in  the  measure  which  his  nohle  and 
learned  Friend  introduced  last  Sesuon,  it 
was  recited  that  the  law  as  it  atood  with 
regard  to  the  ehai^ei  of  attorneys  was 
inexpedient  and  nnjnat — that  was,  be  snp- 
nosed,  that  they  were  not  pud  enough. 
Those  words  were  omitted  from  the  pre- 
amble of  this  Bill,  and  therefore  he  pre- 
sumed that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
now  thought  that  the  law  was  not  unjust 
The  first  clause  of  the  Bill  gave  to  every 
attorney  the  power  of  making  a  bargain 
with  his  client  at  any  time  as  to  the  sum 
for  which  he  would  conduct  a  particular 
business  ;  although  that  som  should  be  in 
direct  violation  of  the  regulations  of  the 
court  fixing  the  amount  of  attorneys'  fees 
in  every  particular  instance.  The  second 
dause  gave  to  an  attorney  interest  on  his 
bill  of  costs  from  the  time  of  demand.  The 
third  provided  that  an  attorney  who  was 
executor  or  admuiisteter  might  act  as 
attorney  to  the  estate,  and  eharge  his  fees 
sa  such;  so  that  an  attorney  executor 
could  originate  proceedings  and  carry  them 
on  on  his  own  authority,  and  at  his  own 
irill,  but  at  the  expense  of  his  client. 


And  the  last  olanse  provided  that  u  attor- 
ney or  solicitor  might  take  from  his  elient 
security  for  future  costs.  Such  a  thing  as 
that  had  never  been  pwmitted  by  the 
Courts  of  Bngland,  and  ought  not  to  be 
allowed ;  because  if  an  attorney  could  ob- 
tain security  for  future  oosts  he  would  be 
utterly  reckloss,  and  need  not  care  in  what 
litigation  he  involved  bis  client.  Be 
would  show  their  Lordships  what  had  been 
the  settled  practice  of  the  courts  of  law 
and  equity  as  to  the  relation  between 
attorneys  and  solicitors  and  their  clients. 
Lord  Hardwicke,  in  a  case  that  was  re- 
ported in  2  Atkiiu,  page  27,  said  that 
since  the  passing  of  the  Act  for  taxing 
attorneys'  costs,  2  Oeo,  II.  e.  23,  so- 
Hcitora  had  been  considered  as  officers  of 
justice,  stated  fees  had  hoen  allowed  to 
them,  which  they  were  not  permitted  to 
exceed,  wad  in  all  the  courts,  more  especi- 
ally in  courts  of  law,  certain  rules  had 
been  laid  down  to  regulate  their  hehavionr 
to  their  clients.  Lord  Longhborongh  and 
Lord  Eldonhad  also  laid  it  down  as  a  well 
known  principle  of  law  that,  under  any 
cirenmstanees,  the  charges  of  an  attorney 
were  taxable,  and  even  in  cases  where  he 
might  have  already  obtained  payment  the 
court  would  interfere  if  there  were  any 
ground  for  suspecting  the  existence  of  any 
overcharge  or  fraud  on  his  part.  He 
quoted  these  authorities  to  show  that  the 
law  had  always  regarded  transactiona  be- 
tween attoreeya  and  their  clients  as  resting 
upon  a  totally  different  foundation  to  that 
of  ordinary  transactions.  Supposing,  fw 
instance,  au  attorn^  were  to  purchase  his 
client's  estate,  it  would  scarcdy  he  poa- 
sible  for  him  to  maintain  such  punhase  in 
equity,notwithBtandingthevalneof  thepnn 
perty  were  well  ascertained ;  there  must 
be  a  dealing  at  arm's  length,  as  it  is  termed, 
and  the  client  most  have  the  advice  of  a 
second  attorney.  The  whole  system  was 
welt  devised  for  protecting  the  client  from 
the  possible  improper  conduct  of  the  attor- 
ney. It  would  be  far  from  pleasant  to  him 
who  had  had  friendly  relations  for  so  many 
years  with  attorneys  to  speak  of  them  with 
disrespect  as  a  class,  and  he  distinctly 
disclaimed  any  such  intention  ;  still  tiiera 
were  persons  in  that  profesuon,  as  in 
others,  who  might  endeavour  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  any  Bill  giving  them  nneon- 
trolled  power  over  their  clienta.  At  tkn 
law  now  stood  an  attorney  eonld  makn 
no  bargain  with  his  client  for  any  given 
sum  for  hie  professional  aerricea.  The 
U,  from  th.  «ri»rt  ^^i,dj.,^4j»fgrf 
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for  the  tezatlon  of  the  ooitt  of  attomeji^ 
ud  the  cost!  which  thej  wwe  entitled  to 
cha»e  had  been  moet  acoorately  deter- 
mioM.  From  the  time  of  the  3rd  of  James 
I.  down  to  the  present  day  Bills  hare  been 
iotrodnoed  to  regulate  the eosts  of  attoroejs; 
but  in  erei^  ease  they  eontained  mostitria- 
gent  prorisions  as  between  the  client  and  his 
attorney,  snd  always  sabjected  his  charges 
to  taxation.  In  1843  the  laws  relating  to 
this  sabjeot  were  consolidated  and  amen- 
ded»  by  the  6  &  7  Viet,  c.  73.  One  of 
the  most  material  provisions  of  the  Bill 
was  contained  in  the  37th  section,  which 
onaeted  that  no  attorney  or  solicitor  should 
he  entitled  to  commenee  an  action  for  the 
recoTery  of  his  costs  nnlil  the  upiration 
of  one  m«ith  after  the  deliveiy  of  his  bill, 
or  nnttl  it  was  duly  taxed.  The  5  di  6 
FSe(.  c.  102  provided  for  the  appointment 
of  six  taxing-masters,  with  a  salary  of 
£2,000  per  annum  each,  and  certain  returns 
showed  that  the  expenses  of  die  taxing- 
masters'  offices  amounted  to  £16,000  or 
£17,000  per  annum.  The  proposed  Bill 
was  intended  to  strike  at  the  root  of  all 
these  laws,  and  to  render  the  office  of  the 
taxing-master  ntteriy  nseless  and  nugatory. 
It  orermled  the  general  practice  and  prac- 
tically repealed  all  former  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment npott  the  subject,  by  rendering  it 
lawful  for  erery  attorney  and  soliritor  to 
enter  into  ■  eontraot  with  bis  client  regu- 
latmg  the  amount  of  bis  remnneration. 
There  had  recently  occurred  a  raUier  ex- 
traordinary case  showing  wliat  the  effect 
was  of  a  man  making  an  agreement  with  his 
client  for  work  to  be  done,  and  with  which 
tbwr  Lordships  were,  no  donbt,  familiar. 
It  was  that  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  a  barrister, 
who  admittedly  had  carried  the  ease  of 
his  client  through  a  long  litigation  with 
great  tact,  judgment,  and  nerve  to  a 
successful  issue.  He  thought  that  as  a 
barrister  he  was  entitled  to  make  a 
bnrgMn  with  his  client,  and  accordingly 
he  did  make  a  bargain  with  ber  that  he 
was  to  receire  £20.000  for  his  serrices  in 
the  snit.  The  lady  did  what  ladies  some- 
times would  do— changed  her  mind,  and 
refused  to  pay  the  money.  Ur.  Kennedy, 
thinking  tut  law  waa  on  his  side,  went 
to  every  oonrt  in  Weatminst«  Hall ;  but 
aU  the  courts  dedded  as  they  ought  to 
have  decided — that  he  was  not  entiUed  to 
reeorer  a  single  shilling ;  so  that  all  his 
ftbili^  bad  been  suoceufully  employed  for 
his  client  without  any  remuneration  for 
hinuelf.  Waa  Fariiament  now  to  enable 
attwneys  to  do  what  barristers  ooaM  not 


do  ?  Would  thur  Lordships  enable  attor- 
neys to  do  that  which,  from  the  nature  of 
things,  ought  not  to  be  done?  Coming  to 
another  portion  of  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend's  measure,  he  had  to  obserre  that 
in  the  Bill  of  last  year  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  proposed  that  if,  of  two 
trustees  or  executors,  one,  being  an  at- 
torney, proposed  to  commence  a  suit,  he 
would  not  be  entitled  to  his  fees  as  an 
attorney  unless  he  had  obtained  the  con- 
sent of  the  otiier  trustee  or  executor  to 
the  snit  being  instituted ;  bat  under  tiie 
Bill  now  before  their  Lordships  an  attorney 
in  snch  a  pcntion  was  not  reqiured  to 
obtain  the  eonsent  of  bis  co-trustee  nor  of 
his  cMdii  que  trust,  so  that  his  first  act 
mi^t  be  to  institnte  a  suit  agunst  himself, 
instructing  himself  and  paying  himself  out 
of  the  assets.  With  regard  to  the  second 
clause,  he  would  remind  their  Lordships  that 
the  Act  of  1860  empowered  a  Judge  in 
equity  to  order  interest  to  be  paid  at  4  per 
cent  on  taxed  costs;  and  the  same  Act  also 
enabled  attorneys  to  acquire  a  charge  upon 
property  which  the;  might  recover  or  pre- 
serve by  their  exertions.  He  objected  to 
the  alterations  which  this  Bill  proposed;  in 
his  opinion,  these  clauses  would,  if  agreed 
to,  he  as  damaging  to  the  interests  of  at- 
torneys, for  whose  benefit  they  were  sup- 
posed to  he  introdnced,  as  they  would  be 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  clients. 
Thev  would  lead  to  inevitable  abuses,  which 
would  render  the  present  reUtions  be- 
tween solicitor  and  cUent  of  a  less  confiden- 
tial and  amieaUe  character  than  at  present 
existed. 

Thb  lord  CHANCBLLOB  said,  he 
thought  it  somewhat  unreasonable  of  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend  to  eomplaio  that 
he  had  introduced  this  Bill  without  offering 
any  explanation,  beoaose  he  had  introdnced 
much  ^e  same  Bill  last  year  on  the  9th  of 
July,  it  was  read  a  seeond  time  on  the  21st, 
he  then  expluned  its  details,  and  a  debate 
took  place  U|>on  its  merits.  And  when  he 
presented  this  Bill  this  Session  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend  was  absent.  Now,  if 
he  recollected  rightly  the  auhstanee  of  bis 
noble  and  learned  Friend's  obsorations, 
his  noble  and  learned  Friend  eomphtined 
of  this  Bill  on  two  grounds — first,  that  it 
altered  the  law— which  would  oertainlj  ho 
the  ease — and  next,  that  it  was  a  law  of 
great  antiquity.  That  complaint,  also,  was 
true,  for  this  law,  which  partook  of  the 
error  and  absurdity  of  our  ancient  laws, 
was  practically  the  hut  relie  which  re- 
mabed  in  our  iiisUt^ti^,^@|jf^^ 
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hj  lav  to  regiil«t«  tha  MBttheMtioir 
pensnft  wnplojred  in  uj  trad*,  ealling- 
or  profeuioD.  Any  man  employing  e  aar, 
tejtv,  wrohiteet,  or  eagineer  vaa  anabled 
to  enter  into  a  oontract  vith  bim  aa  to 
tbe  remnneratioD  which  be  aboald  receire  ; 
but  the  solicitor  tad  olieot  were  debarred 
from  making  any  sucb  oontraot.  That  aii- 
eient  law  of  which  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend  ao  much  approved,  laid  down  iron 
rules  with  respect  to  Uie  manner  in  which 
ft  solicitor  should  be  remunerated.  The 
first  eril  attendant  on  this  state  of  tbiaga 
was  that  a  client,  when  he  employed  a 
solicitor,  never  knew  to  what  amount  of 
liability  be  waa  sabjeeting  himaelf.  If  a 
man  wished  to  sell  wi  estate*  and  for  that 

Eurpose  applied  to  an  anetionea'  or  agent, 
e  would  learn  at  once  the  eomniaiion  he 
would  be  ebarged  ;  but  if  he  employed  a 
solieitor  he  bad  no  means  of  knowing  what 
tbe  amount  of  bis  bill  of  eoata  would  be. 
He  contended,  thOTofore.  tfaat  it  was  impo> 
litic  to  maintain  a  restriction  which  pre- 
vented solicitors  and  clients  from  entering 
into  arrangements  which  would  meet  the 
interests  of  both  parties.  The  present 
mode  of  remuneraUon  was  really  produc< 
tire  (tf  injury  to  both  parties.  The  setteitor 
derived  a  ben^t  from  delay  and  [Hwraati- 
nation,  which  were  injurious  to  the  client. 
The  longer  the  time  employed  in  per* 
forming  the  buuneaa,  the  greater  would  be 
the  aelicitor's  remuneration.  Nov,  if  the 
partiea  were  allowed  to  agree  upon  a  eer- 
tain  amooDt  of  ebarge.  tkiere  vonM  be  a 
presaure  npcm  the  solieitor  te  expedite  tbe 
bosinessr  that  he  might  the  sooner  reeeire 
what  was  doe  to  bioK  The  great  aril  of 
tbe  present  system  was  that  the  solicitor, 
in  common  justice  to  himaelf,  was  com* 
palled  to  devise  a  mode  of  remuneration 
most  injurious  to  the  client,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  it  was  by  no  meuis  sufficiently 
benefieial  to  hims^f.  It  was  this  great 
vice,  this  old  folly,  whieh  noble  and 
learned  Lord  sought  to  maintuo.  Tbe 
attorney  or  soliettM*  waa  paid  for  every 
inatrument  which  he  prepared  aoeording  to 
its  length,  and  not  aoeording  to  ita  value. 
What  waa  the  oonseqaeneef  Deeds  awollen 
by  redundant  vwda,  by  a  vast  amonnt  irf 
aseless  verbosity,  until  the  sense  was  ob- 
scured and  the  truth  hardly  diaeemible, 
offeriog  great  fiseiKlies  for  obscurity,  error, 
and  unoertaiuty.  That  is  the  system  to 
whioh  ao  attorney  is  now  obliged  te  have 
recourse  in  order  that  be  may  abtam  a 
proper  amount  of  remuneration  for  his 
skill.   A  deed  which  at  present  oonsiati  of 


100  folioa  of  sevanty^ve  veida  eaeb  mig^ 
perhaps  with  advantage  be  eondwwed  lata 
twenty  folios.  But  in  SBeb  a  ease  tiie  at- 
torney, being  paid  aeeerding  to  the  Ingtk 
of  tbe  deed,  would  only  reo«ve  one-fifth 
of  bis  proper  remuneration  \  ao  that  he  waa 
eonpelled  to  adhere  to  a  praetioe  whi^ 
he  knew  to  be  injarioea,  merely  because 
the  law  preseribes  to  him  only  Uiat  moda 
of  remuneration.  There  was  ao  eld  saying 
that  an  attorney  was  rewarded  for  length 
and  ined  &r  brevity.  His  noble  and 
learned  Friend  had  aaid  that  very  great 
evils  would  arise  from  plaoing  attorneys  la 
a  poution  to  be  enabled  to  oontraet  with 
their  olioata ;  but  he  (the  Lord  GhanceUor) 
vaa  at  a  lose  to  nadeistand  what  peaaibla 
evils  could  arise  from  that  pemusMoa 
being  granted.  What  barm  ooold  them 
be  in  allowing  an  attorney  to  saj  lo  hia 
elieat  who  wished  to  sell  an  estate  tiiat 
the  charge  would  not  exceed  £150.  It 
must  be  ebaervad  tfaat  tbe  Bill  did  not  pro- 
pose to  give  that  power  to  any  but  ^eata 
who  were  perfectly  competent  $m  jwrii^ 
and  able  to  enter  into  a  eontraet  In  all 
other  oaaes — snoh  as  infants  or  married 
women-— tbe  ordinary  biU  of  costs  must  atill 
be  sent  in  aud  be  subjected  to  taxation. 
Instead  of  tbe  proposed  change  being  inex* 
pedient,  unjust,  and  miscbievoas,  be  be- 
lieved that,  if  the  profession  generally  vera 
eonsalted,  they  would  declare  that  the  pre- 
aent  system  waa  inexpedient,  nDjast,  aaA 
misehierons,  beeaose  they  we  eomp^ed  ta 
resort  to  a  mode  of  remuneration  vnidi  did 
not  rmreaent  that  vhieh  thw  ought  to  bave^ 
but  which  did  represent  uat  wUdi  tbey 
ought  not  to  do.  The  noble  and  learned 
Lord  had  also  spoken  of  great  evils  Hkdy  to 
f<^Iow  from  that  part  of  tbe  Bill  which  gave 
to  the  attorney  a  right  to  interest  opoa  the 
amount  of  his  bill  of  eests.  But  that  vaa 
only  a  right  whieh  was  enjoyed  by  all 
other  persons  who  were  employed  to  do 
work  for  others.  A  man  having  done  hia 
work  sent  in  bis  UU  and  demanded  pay- 
ment, and  from  tbe  time  of  snob  demand 
he  was  entitled  to  reoeive  interest  aa  eoea- 
pensatioB  for  the  money  wfaiek  waa  detaasad 
tlram  lum.  In  the  ease  of  an  attorn^  that 
waa  not  ae,  bat  it  waa  dtffieult  ta  sue  whf 
an  atteraey  shoald  be  plaoed  ntder  disa^- 
vantagea  whieh  ae  other  pmoaa  were  sn^ 
jected  to.  The  attorney,  in  many  eases, 
was  obliged  tm  disburse  lai^  sums  dnrn^ 
the  prograsa  ef  the  buainesa,  and  vfaea 
the  bhmese  wae  completed  it  waa  only  fair 
that  be  shoald  reoeive  payment,  or  be  al- 
lowed to  ebaq^ 
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leftrned  Friend  9ha  ocmplatitetl  tbht  fl  Ms 
nnJoBt  to  give  to  an  attordej  power  to  take 
from  his  client  seenrity  for  eoste  ;  bat  if 
there  was  one  |ioint  of  the  Bill  trhioh  he 
(the  Lord  Chancellor)  thought  woald  he 
More  beaefietat  than  another  it  waa  that 
Terj  power.  That  a  role  existed  forbidding 
attorneys  from  taking  security  for  costs 
had  been  regretted  by  many  Judges.  The 
Bill  did  not  propose  to  interfere  with  the 
law  as  it  stood  with  relation  to  what  was 
called  champerty  and  maintenanedi  bnt 
there  were  many  cases  in  whfeh  *  man  was 
unable,  for  want  of  means,  to  recoter  what 
was  doe  to  him,  and  it  was  proposed  to 
allow  him  to  give  a  seeurity  for  eosts  upon 
the  amount  he  might  recover.  The  object 
was  to  offer  facility  to  the  obtaining  of  jus- 
tice, and  to  take  aWay  an  impediment 
which  now  deprired  many  men,  who  had 
ito  other  means  of  recovering  it,  of  property 
line  to  them.  His  noble  and  learned 
Friend  had  made  other  objections,  some  of 
which  referred  to  a  olanse  which,  indeed, 
Wfti  open  to  some  question— the  clause 
which  provided  that  professional  trustees 
should  be  at  liberty  to  act  as  attorneys  or 
solicitors,  and  to  be  remunerated  for  tbeir 

Erofessional  services  to  the  estate.  For 
is  own  part,  he  should  have  preferred  the 
elanse  as  it  stood  in  the  Bill  of  last  year  ; 
bnt  that  had  not  been  the  general  feeling 
of  the  profession,  and  in  deference  to  that 
feeling  he  had  brought  forttaid  the  elause 
in  its  present  shape.  The  dause.  how- 
ever, would  prevent  mueh  misehief  from 
arising  In  eases  where  the  remunera- 
tiou  of  a  solioitor  trustee  was  not  provided 
fbr.  It  constantly  happened  that  a  testator 
had  great  confidence  in  a  particular  solicitor 
or  firm  of  solicitors,  and  therefbre  selected 
that  solicitor  or  one  of  the  firm  to  be  one 
of  his  trustees,  in  order  that  hts  estate 
might  have  the  benefit  of  the  pmdenee, 
skill,  and  knowledge  of  the  mdividoal 
selected.  But  then  the  law  stepped  in  and 
said  that,  as  the  testator  had  negfected  to 
direct  that  the  indiridual  selected  as  trustee 
ahonld  act  as  solictor  and  be  remunerated 
as  auQb,  therefore  the  person  so  actinff 
eouM  not  reerive  any  remnneration,  and 
shotdd  only  be  entitled  to  reeeivv  the  aetual 
eoste  out  of  poeket.  There  was  nothing 
more  discussed  sad  considered  in  Ae  pro- 
fession than  the  question  on  which  the  Bill 
turned.  That  really  was  a  rery  inconve- 
nient m)e,  and  he  had  known  many  oases 
of  hardship  where  gentlemen,  after  devoting 
their  time  and  attention  to  ^e  winding-up 
of  a  testator's  affiun.  nltimatel;  fontto 


Ihemselvee  deprhsd  of  all  reounemtioii 
for  laboQrt*  II  somo  power  oouM 
be  plaoed  in  the  bands  of  the  solicitors  by 
which  they  would  bo  authorised  in  enter- 
ing hito  arrangeaoents  wHh  their  elients* 
be  thought  they  might  be  safely  trosted 
to  doTise  some  mode  of  rsmoneration 
which  would  not  only  giro  them  a  fair 
return  for  then  i^U  and  time,  but  wonld 
enable  them  to  aet  in  a  spirit  more  eatis- 
faetory  to  th^  eUents.  Such  an  arrange- 
ment he  was  eonfident  would  tend  to  Uie 
odrantage  not  only  of  the  olients,  but 
slso  of  the  profsseioti  itself,  for  ho  knew 
nothing  whiofa  bad  dobo  more  haras  to  Uie 
profession  of  the  hw  as  a  seienoe  than 
the  objeetloiitblo  Metlwd  in  whteh  attor- 
neys had  been  remouerated.  The  present 
system  indooed  long  fsos ;  these,  in  their 
turn,  led  to  long  abstraets,  entailing  infinite 
expense  in  all  traasaetions  with  regard  to 
real  property,  and  more  partioolarly  in  the 
ease  of  unregistered  estates.  He  did  not 
deny  that,  with  regard  to  the  details  of  the 
Bill,  some  particulars  might  require  careful 
consideration  ;  but,  in  the  main,  he  trusted 
that  it  was  worthy  to  receive  the  approval 
of  their  Lordships*  House. 

LoBD  CHELMSFORD  said,  he  so  fully 
agreed  with  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
who  had  first  addressed  tbeir  Lordships 
that  the  Bill  was  viefons  in  prinoiple^  that 
he  thought  ho  was  oalled  upon  to  oflbr 
eomo  romaiks.  He  fidly  eonourred  alao  in 
the  opinion  of  his  noblo  and  learned  Friend 
on  the  Woolsaek,  that  the  present  mode 
of  remunerating  solicitors  for  what  was 
called  oouveyanieing  basiness  was  objec- 
tionable. In  allnfing,  bowerer,  to  the 
"verbosity  and  redundancy  of  deeds,"  be 
believed  bis  noblo  and  learned  Friend  had 
mistaken  the  efflset  for  the  cause ;  because 
it  was  not  until  1843  that  there  was  any 
power  instituted  for  taring  attorneys'  bills 
for  eonnyaneing  basiness  nnlees  the  bills 
for  conveyancing  were  mised  up  with  bills 
for  other  basiness.  It  was  not,  ^orefore, 
nutil  1843  that  ^e  present  objeotionable 
system  waa  introdoeed  ;  but  his  noble  and 
teamed  Fnsad  know  that  long  before  that 
period  leases,  eottlements,  and  oonveyaawa 
had  asanned  at!  tho  verboaity  of  their  pre- 
sent  form.  Ho  bolieved  that  the  prolixity 
of  deeds  arose  ftom  the  faot  that  the  prio* 
tiee  had  been  in  nse  for  many  years,  that  it 
had  undergone  the  test  of  j  adioial  oritioism, 
and  that  eoaVeyancera  were  generally  afraid 
of  departing  from  the  usaal  custom,  lest 
they  should  by  ao  Mag  ineor  the  chance  of 
cnaUng  n  Uwi»^^Jh^^^^fff^^ 
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had  adopted  the  old  forms  of  deed  because 
they  were  afrdd  to  depart  from  them;  and 
when  it  was  propoeed  that  the  charges  for 
preparing  them  shoold  be  fixed  bj  law* 
the  tazinff-officera  aieutned  that  the  fairest 
plan  Qf  DxtDg  the  charges  would  he  bj 
the  number  of  folios  they  contained.  But 
while  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  justly 
complained  of  the  present  objectionable 
mode  of  remunerating  solicitors  by  folios 
and  the  nnrober  of  words  in  each  folio,  yet 
in  his  Bill  bis  noble  and  learned  Friend 
proposed  still  to  retain  that  system  except 
m  eaaes  where  an  attorney  was  willing  to 
enter  into  an  a^rreemont  with  a  client.  He, 
howerer,  for  his  part  regarded  the  client  as 
the  periOD  who  ought  to  be  protected  from 
the  attorney.  In  entering  into  an  uree- 
ment  mih  a  solicitor  the  client  conuT  not 
be  expected  to  know  what  would  be  a  fair 
remnneratiott  for  a  solicitor's  labour.  The 
solicitor,  on  the  other  band,  knew  per- 
fectly well  what  he  was  entitled  to,  and 
would  take  care  in  his  agreement  to  realize 
at  least  as  much  as  he  would  hare  been 
enabled  to  charge  under  the  old  system. 
He  understood  that  in  Scotland  attorneys 
were  remunerated  in  coQToyancing  business 
according  to  the  valae  of  the  property,  and 
some  snch  system  might,  be  thought,  be 
introduced  into  this  countiT.  Of  course, 
the  percentage  upm  a  lai^  property 
would  not  be  the  same  as  upon  a  small 
one.  The  method  would,  howcTcr,  be 
much  better  than  the  one  at  present  in 
use.  The  objeotion  to  which  he  had  re- 
ferred was  the  least  that  eonld  he  urged 
against  the  Bill  introduced  by  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend.  He  was  afraid  that  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend  had  looked  at  the 
subject  in  too  narrow  a  riew.  The  atten- 
tion of  bis  noble  and  learned  Friend  had 
been  called  to  an  objectionable  mode  of 
remuneration  in  one  branch  of  the  profes- 
sion, and,  instead  of  confining  his  efforts 
to  finding  a  remedy  for  this  particular  eril, 
his  noble  and  learned  Friend  had  extended 
his  proposal  to  the  whole  of  that  branch  of 
the  profession  of  the  law,  and  proposed  that 
solicitors  in  suits  of  every  kind  should  be 
permittMl  to  make  agreements  with  their 
olients.  Such  a  course  would  plaee  the 
client  at  the  mercy  of  his  attorney,  and 
enable  the  latter  to  extort  wbatCTor  he 
pleased.  He  quite  agreed  with  bis  noble 
and  learned  Friend  in  the  opinion  that 
attorneys  as  a  role  were  not  likely  to  enter 
into  any  agreements  which  would  be  unfair. 
He  quite  admitted  that  as  a  body  they 
ware  honourable  and  high-minded  men, 
Zord  Chdmiford 


and  to  honourable  men  coiuciei»e  waa  » 
sufficient  law;  hot  th^  must  recolleet  that 
there  were  amongst  them  men  who  did  not 
deserve  that  eharaeter,  men  who  were  not 
respectable,  and  these  were  more  likely 
than  the  general  body  to  come  in  cootaot 
with  the  humbler  classes  on  whom  the  Bill 
would  enable  them  to  prey.  His  noble 
and  learned  Friend  on  the  Woolsack  had 
described  the  existing  arrangement  as  a 
relic  of  ancient  barbarism.  He  could 
only  say  it  waa  a  provision  made  by  tho 
Legislature  for  the  protection  of  one  of 
the  parties  coneemed  agunst  the  undue 
influence  which  the  other  mig^t  exercise 
over  him.  In  1605,  during  the  reign  ni 
James  I.,  an  Act  was  passed  to  repress 
the  misdemeanors  of  attorneys  and  swiei- 
torst  and  to  prevent  unnecessary  anito  and 
charges.  It  waa  enacted  by  that  statute 
^at  no  aolicitor  or  attorney  shoold  be 
allowed  any  fees  iJIeged  to  have  been  paid 
to  any  setjeant-at-law  or  counsellor,  unless 
he  could  exhibit  a  docket  signed  by  the 
setjeant-at-law  or  counsellor  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  bis  fee ;  and  that  praetioe 
prevailed  at  the  present  day.  It  waa  ake 
provided  that  no  fees  should  be  recovered 
by  an  attorney  from  any  of  his  clients 
until  tlie  former  had  submitted  a  detailed 
bill  of  fees.  From  1605  down  to  1729 
there  was  no  inherent  power  in  the  courts 
of  law  to  tax  the  hilla  of  solicitors,  although 
as  oflScers  of  the  court,  solitntors  and  at- 
torneys were  snbjeet  to  snspension  or  remor- 
al  in  case  they  were  found  guilty  of  eztn«- 
tion.  But  in  the  year  1729  the  Act  2  0«e. 
II.  c.  23,  was  passed,  whereby  it  was  pro- 
vided that,  before  a  solicitor  could  insti- 
tute proceedings  against  his  client  for  hia 
costs,  he  must  deliver  to  him  his  Bill  one 
month  previously,  and  if.  on  taxation,  one- 
sixth  of  its  amount  were  struck  off,  tho 
attorney  was  subject  to  the  costs  of  tax- 
ation. That  system  continued  down  to 
1843,  and  worked  so  well  that  in  that  year 
eonveyatieing  and  all  other  business  was 
brought  under  the  operation  of  the  rule. 
The  present  measure  would  deprive  clienta 
of  that  protection,  and  he  thonpit  this  was 
to  be  r^rctted.  He  might  remind  their 
Lordships  that  there  were  two  kinds  of 
eosta— the  costa  batweao  party  and  party, 
whieh  the  loser  was  i^iged  to  pay,  and  the 
costs  between  dient  and  attorney,  which 
were  taxed,  but  which  each  party  had  to 
pay  for  himself.  The  present  Bill,  how. 
ever,  would  deprive  the  client  of  the  pro- 
tection of  taxation  in  regard  to  tho  costs 
he  owed  to  his  ^a@^  |^ 
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vhteb  wvn  noogniied  betwem  ptrty  «kI 
party  bj  the  eoUrta  of  Uir. 

LoBO  CRANWORTH  uid»  that  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  was  to  leave  clients 
and  attornejs  to  settle  the  charges  between 
themselves,  and  that  principle,  in  his  opi- 
nioD,  was  so  sensible  and  convenient  that 
be  held  the  burden  of  argument  laj  with 
those  who  sought  to  deviate  from  it.  It  was 
true  that  op  to  1843  ooDTevaooiog  business 
had  not  bem  tued  nnlesi  in  litigious 
business ;  bat  there  was  not  formeriy  much 
eonveyancing  business  exempt  from  litiga- 
tion, in  consequeiioe  of  the  frequent  oeces- 
aitj  for  suffering  reooveries  and  levying  of 
fioes  in  the  ease  of  entails.  He  doubted 
whether  taxation  had  done  moob  good  in 
ehecking  the  length  and  tedionsness  of 
eonvejanoing  transactioos,  and  he  did  not 
know  that  the  Bill  would  have  much  effect 
in  that  direction,  but  was  at  least  a  right 
step.  There  were  some  of  the  clauses 
with  which  he  could  not  agree,  but  he  be- 
lieved that  the  ordinary  principle  of  allow- 
ing parties  to  bargain  for  themselves  ought 
to  prevail  id  the  matter  of  costs  of  con- 
veyancing as  in  otiier  matters;  competition 
would  soon  produce  a  class  of  solicitors  who 
would  do  the  business  of  the  client  upon  the 
best  terms  for  him,  and  so  in  the  long  run 
the  client  would  get  the  benefit.  It  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  owe  of  convey 
anees  was  one  in  which  the  attorney  wc^uld 
have- always  to  deal  with  edneated  persons, 
who  might  be  presumed  to  be  able  to  take 
eare  of  thur  own  interests ;  but  then  the 
case  of  eontentioos  litigation  was  alto- 
gether difiisrent,  and  so  fsr  as  that  was 
concerned  he  entirely  concurred  in  what 
bad  fallen  from  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
opposito.  In  that  case  the  costs  which 
the  losing  party  would  have  to  pay  were 
duly  fixed  by  the  court,  and  if  by  means 
of  any  previous  contract  the  attoroey  was 
able  to  get  more  than  the  amount  so  fixed, 
an  injury  would  thns  far  be  infiicted  ou 
bis  client.  He  was  therefore  of  opinion 
that  great  difficulties  would  be  the  result 
if  the  Hoose  were  to  depart  frmn  the  aalu- 
tory  rule  that  costs  in  eontantiona  eases 
should  be  taxed  and  fixed  by  Uie  court. 
He  also  objeoted  to  the  proposal  that  a 
tmstee  bw'^g  an  attorney  ahonld  be  able 
to  charge  his  own  eoato ;  for  if  there  was 
any  one  principle  bettor  est^lished  in 
equity  than  another  it  was  that  no  man 
having  a  fidneiarj  doty  to  perform  should 
Iw  aUe  to  place  himself  in  a  situation  in 
whioh  the  obligation  upon  him  to  out 
down  expense  should  he  in  conflict  with 
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bis  intoreet  to  increase  it.  Ha  did  not,  he 
might  add,  see  the  remotest  reason  why  a 

solicitor  should  not  be  enabled  to  take 
security  foroosts ;  but,  although  he  thought 
the  Bill  as  a  whole  was  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  entitle  it  to  a  second  reading,  he 
was  of  opinion  that  it  would  require  con- 
siderable modification  in  Committee. 

On  Question  f  th«r  Lordships  dMded  t 
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cntTAnr  wnoEs  bt. 

Letters  asd  Doeaments  rsspeoting :  Laldbefbre 
the  House  (|Nirsa«nt  to  order  of  this  Day),  and 
re/errtd  to  the  Select  Coounittee  on  the  BMinifr 
tUMi  bj  Mr.  Edmonds  of  certain  Offlees,  and  on 
the  Prasim  granted  to  Urn  by  this  House. 

House  sojourned  at  a  qnarter  past 
SsvMi  o'vUxk,  till  Monday  next, 
a  quarter  before  Five  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  GOUICOKS, 
IHdi^,  JMi  10, 1865. 
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Ordtred—MMAht,  Mntiiir*:  lite  of  Ibn  Sis* 
■flbiwitotion  (Oompwuwtiim)* ;  TliMtm,*e. ; 
Cbwiubls  Tnuto  Fms*  ;  BallmT  TnTriling 
(Iralud)* 

Reading  —  LooomotiTOS  on  Roads*  ; 
Marine  Hatiny*;  Theattw,  Ao,  [0«];  Clut- 
ritabto  TntU  F«h  •[««]!  RaUmr  Tnnl- 
Jiv  (IraUad)*  [M] ;  Ld«  of  Ifan  Dinfforw- 
UUon  (CompeontioD)  *  [67]. 
8wmd  Re<iaina-~Gm»  (IreUod)  [4S1. 

Jbodtiy— FiinU  BOl  C«ti«[T]i  and 

PATENT  LAWS.— <lUE8TION. 

Ks.  HIBBBBT  ssid,  he  wished  to  ask 
Mr.  AUorasy  Genml,  Whether  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  intend  to  hru^  in  a 
Bill  this  Session  to  carry  out  the  Becom- 
mendations  of  the  Commission  for  inquir- 
ing into  the  working  of  the  Law  reli^g 
to  Letters  Patent  fbr  Inventions  ? 

Ths  attorney  GBNERAL  said,  it 
was  intended  to  introdnoe  a  Bill  this  Ses- 
doa  fouded  on  sone  of  the  reoonunead- 
•tuHiB  <^  the  OMnmiawm. 

BEOISTRATION  OF  COUNTT  TOTBRS. 
(tVBSnOH. 

Us.  WESTERN  said,  he  nee  to  aik 
the  SMietuT  of  St«te  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, inietlier  it  is  his  intentioa  to 
mng  in  any  Meaanie  founded  on  any  of 
the  Becommendations  contained  in  Uie 
Beport  from  the  Select  Committee  on 
B^isbation  of  County  Voters ;  and,  if  not, 
whether  he  proposes  to  introduce  any  BiU 
for  tiie  amelioration  of  the  present  system 
of  County  Bc^Mration  ?  Since  he  had 
given  this  notice  a  Bill  on  tiie  subject  had 
been  introduced  by  the  hon.  Membw  for 
North  Northamptonshire  (lb.  Hunt)*  but 
he  ho^  the  Home  Secretary  would  state 
the  views  of  the  Oovemment. 

Mb.  T.  G.  BABING  said,  in  reply,  that 
last  Session  a  BiU  had  been  introdueed  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Eaat  Bnssex  (Mr. 
Bodsm),  founded  on  Ute  recommendations 
of  the  Select  Committee ;  but  with  respect 
to  this  year,  that  bon.  Monber  was  unable 
to  b^ng  it  forward  again,  on  woount  of 
his  now  holding  the  pontimi  in  tiie  House 
as  Chairman  of  Committees.  The  hon. 
Member  for  North  Nortbamptonsfaire  (Mr. 
Hunt),  had  Introduoed  a  Bill  founded  upon 
the  recommendations  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, althongh,  from  the  explanations  of 
the  hon.  Member,  it  am>eared  that  he  did 
not  go  so  far  as  the  Committee.  Under 
theee  oironmstanees,  it  was  not  the  intes- 
tlim  vi  ttie  GoTflnment  to  introdoee  a  BiU 
at  the  snlject. 


STIFENDLUIT  MAGISTRATES  (IRELAKD). 
MR.  FFRENGH^flUESTION. 

Sm  HEBTEY  BRUCE  said,  he  rose  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  Whe* 
ther  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
fact  of  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate  having 
mgned  a  requwtion  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
Dublin  to  convene  a  meeting  to  form  an 
asaodation  for  certain  politioal  olgectss 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  conriders  it  oonns- 
tent  with  the  dutr  of  a  Stipendiary  Ma- 
gistrate to  ngn  sum  a  requisition  ? 

Sib  BOBEBT  PEEL  said,  in  reply, 
that  the  attention  of  the  Government  had 
been  drawn  to  the  circumstance  alluded  to 
by  the  hon.  Baronet.  The  gentieman  re- 
ferred to  was  Mr.  Efrench,  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholic, who  had  been  many  years  a  Sti- 
pendiary Ma^^strato,  and  who  had  always 
discharged  his  duties  to  the  satasfWition  of 
the  Government  and  of  those  with  whom 
he  had  been  thrown  in  contact  The  Go- 
vernment, however,  pointed  out  the  incon- 
venience that  might  result  from  the  oonrse 
he  had  adopted,  and  Mr.  Ffirench  was  called 
imon  for  an  nplanation.  He  admitted 
that  he  had  signed  &e  requintion,  hut  he 
ezpresaed  his  greftt  rwret  for  having  done 
so.  He  stated  that  ne  had  only  ngned 
the  reqnintion  in  lus  oapadty  as  cmairmaa 
of  the  Town  Comndssioners  of  CasheL 
Mr.  Efrench,  feeling  that  he  had  not  acted 
rightly,  had  since  resigned  the  lattor  office, 
and  the  Government  had  not  thought  fit 
to  proceed  forther  in  the  matter.  He  was 
sure  that  his  hon.  Friend  if  he  had  been 
in  his  (Sir  Robert  Feel's)  iKwititm  would, 
under  the  circnmstanoes,  have  ooted  in 
the  same  spirit 

Mb.  SCITLLY  :  For  the  purpose  of  put- 
ting myself  in  order,  I  shall  take  Qie 
liberty  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  I  rise  to  protest  against  the  doc- 
trine that  a  person  occupying  the  position 
of  dudrman  of  Town  Commissioners  u 
to  he  precluded  from  si^;ning  a  Requisition 
placed  before  him  whUe  acting  in  tiiat 
capaci^.  The  signature  by  no  means  imp 
plies  his  assent  to  the  prindplea  pnt  tat- 
ward  !n  the  document,  and  I  snbiuit  that 
it  is  in  the  highest  degree  unftir  to  at- 
took  a  resident  magistrate,  and  to  placard 
him  all  over  the  country  as  having  ou^ 
stepped  his  duty,  for  appending  his  signar 
ture  in  quite  another  capadty,  and  under 
the  circumstances  which  I  have  described, 
to  a  document  placed  before  him.  When 
I  saw  the  notioe  upon  the  mer  originally 
it  was  oondied  in  ^^Ms^W^^ff^m^* 
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and  direotly  impnted  to  the  gentleman 
eondact  "  tending  to  promote  political  agi- 
tation." The  lutgvage,  indeed,  waa  eo 
strong  that  I  thought  it  not  in  aooordanee 
with  the  practice  of  the  Honse,  and  it  was 
my  intenuon,  Sir^  to  bare  called  yonr  at- 
tention pablicly  to  its  character.  Bince 
then,  howeTer,  the  terms  of  the  notice 
hare  been  modified;  though  it  still  ap- 
pears to  me  not  quite  in  aoaocdance  with 
thft  usual  prastiee  vS.  the  Houa^  tiiat  an 
w  pmi0  notiee  should  be  made  the  ma- 
£nm  for  patting  forward  atatementa  and 
(pinions  irtiioh  may  or  mi^  net  ba  Ante, 
and  whidi,  in  tiiia  inrtanoe,  are  not  flwts; 
for  it  is  untrne  that  in  this  ease  Mr. 
Ff^nuch  signed  the  paper  in  the  capacity 
of  resident  magistrate.  I  bare  no  commn- 
mcation  from  ISx.  Ffireneb,.  but  I  am  per- 
fectly fiiniitiar  with  the  neighboariiood, 
and  I  know  no  gentleman  more  esteemed 
by  those  who  hare  the  advantage  of  his 
acquaintance.  He  is  a  brother  of  Lord 
Ffrenoh,  and  presnmptiTO  heir  to  the  titie, 
and  he  IB  a  man  incapable  of  giving 
offsnee.  The  hon.  Baronet,  I  am  sure, 
if  he  knew  that  gentleman,  wonid  not 
say  anything  oalouutted  to  wound  his  feel- 
ings, [prm  o/<*Qaestionn  I  have 
moTod  the  adjonmmait  iA  the  tbnse,  Kr, 
^d  I  am  quits  in  (oder.  This  u  a  pw- 
sonal  affair— it  is  a  personal  imputation 
on  aa  absent  gentleman  of  huh  position-* 
and  I  am  not  making  at  all  too  mueh  of 
the  matter,  or  Tiewing  it  in  too  seiions  a 
light.  Why,  T  sair  in  a  most  respectable 
oigan  of  Insh  opinion — a  newspaper  of 
polities  opposed  to  my  own,  and  repre- 
sentiog  the  fedtogs  of  hon.  Oentlemen 
opposite — I  allude  to  the  JhAUn  Momii^ 
MaU,  which  osnally  expresses  itself  in 
conrteooB  terms— a  leading  article,  headed 
witb  such  a  sentence  as  this,  "  BUpen- 
diarism  on  the  Stamp.**  \LaugKUr.']  That 
was  the  way  in  which  the  subject  was 
tieated  in  the  leading  article  I  speak  of; 
and  it  stated  very  plamly  that  this  worthy 
^tleman  woold  be  owed  over  the  ooau 
in  this  Hmuefor  whathehaddfflu.  The 
hoo.  Baronet,  I  am  aore,  is  too  good- 
natured  to  originate  a  qne^on  hiiuelf  in 
any  shape  tlut  would  wound  a  gentle- 
man's feelings.  But  it  is  precisely  be- 
cause he  is  a  goodnatured  man  that  he 
was  diosen  to  put  the  qnestion — ^his  rery 
good  nature  has  been  made  use  of  by 
others.  I  rdeet  utterly  the  idea  that  a 
gentleman  filnng  the  position  of  Churman 
of  the  Town  Commissioners  of  (^ahel 
shooU  be  predoded  frnn  signing  a  Bequi- 


sition  to  the  liord  ICayor  of  Dublin  with 
the  simple  view  of  having  a  meeting  con- 
vmed  for  cn-tain  public  objects.  This 
Requisition  is  placed  before  him,  as  CSmif- 
man  of  the  Town  Commissimiers,  to  sign, 
and  if,  having  signed  it,  he  is  foroed  to 
resign  his  position,  the  loss  is  not  so  mneh 
one  inflicted  upon  him  personally  as  on 
the  locality.  Beally,  I  have  scarcely 
known  any  gentleman  conneeted  with  offi- 
cial life  in  England  who  has  not  taken 
part  in  political  movements,  and  that 
without  ming  diaiged  with  promoting 
political  agitation.  I  think  I  have  faeaid 
of  the  ririit  hon.  Baronet  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  attending  public  meetings 
even  at  Exeter  Hall.  I  do  not  now  say 
that  he  was  not  perfectly  right  in  doing 
BO,  but  it  is  evident  that  he  was  not  fet- 
tered by  his  offioial  position.  And  I  read 
in  the  paper  only  yesterday— in  tiiis  same 
Dvhlin  Evening  Mail  —  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  attended  a  meeting  in  Dublin 
called  the  Protestant  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association.  Bat  because  a  resident 
magistrate,  a  man  esteemed  in  the  looali^ 
where  he  had  resided  and  acted  for  twenty 
years  as  a  most  useful  official  and  membor 
of  Booiefry,  attaehed  his  name  to  a  docu- 
ment put  befim  him  in  a  faytally  distinct 
oapaoity,  he  was  to  be  forced  ont  of  hia 
poaition,  entailing  thereby  great  loes  on 
the  loodiW.  In  conclnsicai.  Sir,  I  have 
to  move  the  adjournment  of  tiie  House ; 
and  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  whether  he  will  consent  to  post- 
pone the  second  reading  of  his  ITnion  Offi- 
cers Saperannnation  (Ireland)  Bill  until 
some  time  after  Easter,  when  Vembers 
interested  in  the  proposed  measure  can  be 
present  from  their  re^eetive  asaiBes  in 
Ireland? 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  this  House  do  now  adjoom." 

Motion,     leave,  mthdrawn^ 
UNIVEBSIIT  OF  LONDOV. 

Ub.  OBAirC  DUFF  said,  he  wished  to 
ask  the  Fint  Commissioner  of  Works, 
Whether  he  has  had  under  Ms  considera- 
tion the  Letter  from  the  Senate  of  the 
University  of  London,  dated  iN^ovember 
10,  1864,  on  the  snbiect  of  a  Bailding 
for  the  University;  and  whether  he  pro- 
poses to  take  any,  and,  if  so,  what  step^ 
with  a  view  to  meet  the  wishes  of  that 
body,  aa  explained  in  the  speeifioatioa 

3        ^  iwoogle 
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Mb.  GOWFEB  raplied,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived  a  communication  from  the  Senate 
of  the  Unirersi^,  statmg  in  detail  the 
accommodation  they  considered  neoeuary 
for  the  proper  transaction  of  the  bnmneae 
of  the  TJniTernty.  It  was,  howerer,  a 
matter  involving  Bcreral  important  qnes- 
tions,  and  was  BtUl  under  Uie  oonsidera- 
tion  of  the  GoTemment,  no  deoinoD  having 
yet  been  come  to. 

SEVAGE  OF  THE  METROPOUS. 

Mn.  BLA£E  said,  he  would  beg  to  ask 
the  hm.  lumber  fbr  Bath,  Whether,  ad- 
Terting  to  llr.  Elli^a  Letter  to  the  Chair- 
man of  tiie  Veto^raUtm  Board  of  Works 
(dated  18th  Febma^,  1862),  a  Copy  of 
vhieh  will  be  foand  at  page  415  of  the 
Bepoii  on  Sewage  (Metropolis),  and  the 
seventh  dause  of  Mr.  Ellis's  Tender  for 
the  Sewage,  which  will  be  found  at  page 
433  of  the  same  Beport,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Ellis's  examination  before  the  Select  Com- 
mittee of  last  Session,  and  in  particular 
his  answer  to  question  2,100,  which  will 
be  found  at  page  85  of  the  same  Beport, 
it  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Ellis's  plan 
does  not  cont^^ate  pumping  the  sewage 
to  Hampstead,  Highgate,  Shooter's  Hill, 
or  any  other  point  to  which  tilie  Metro- 
politan Bmrd  of  Works  objected  ? 

Ma.  TITE  said,  in  reply,  that  Mr. 
Ellis  in  his  original  proposu  to  the  Metro- 
poUtan  Boaid  of  Wbru,  December  31, 
1861,  nroposed  to  pomp  the  sewage  into 
oovend  roeorvoirs,  which  would  be  placed 
<m  Hampstead  and  Shooter's  BEiU,  or  sach, 
other  nigh  lands  as  might  be  approved 
the  Hetn^litaa  Bwd  of  Works. 
Aom  these  two  commanding  jwints  he 
could  irrigate  on  either  side  of  the  river  a 
much  greater  area  than  would  be  required 
for  the  Metropolitan  Sewage.  These  reser- 
voirs at  Hampstead  and  Highgate  Mr. 
Ellis  stated  would  perform  another  and  a 
very  essential  service,  in  enabling  the 
machinery,  extending  over  an  area  of  not 
lees  than  1,680  square  miles,  to  be  kept 
under  the  most  perfect  control  from  the 
point  of  supply.  The  true  amount  (not 
the  rough  estimate)  would  not  exceed 
£3,500,000.  The  sewage  was  supposed 
to  be  lifted  to  Hampstod,  431  feet  high, 
and  to  Shooter'a  Hill.  412  £Bet  high.  The 
distance  from  Barking  outfall  to  Hamp- 
stead was  about  thirteen  miles,  and  from 
Plnnutead  outfall  to  Shooter's  Hill  about 
four  miles.  It  was  not  to  be  expected 
i^.  Cfrmt  2htff 


that  Ihe  Metropolitan  Board  of  Woiln 
would  hastily  uopt  this  o£^,  bat  the 
whole  question  would  come  before  the 
Conmiittee  appointed  last  night,' 

TIUBBR  DITTIES^ITESTION. 

Mb.  J.  B.  SICITH  said,  he  would  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chanoellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Whether  it  be  his  intention  to  reotiJy  the 
angular  anomaly  in  our  Tariff— namely, 
that  while  wooden  ships  and  all  articles 
mann&ctured  of  wood,  are  allowed  to 
enter  British  porte  free,  the  raw  i^ffairi*! 
wood  is  subjected  to  a  duty  ?   

Ths  CHANGELLOB  or  the  EXCHE- 
QUEB  said,  in  reply,  that  the  Oovem- 
ment  were  perfectly  awaie  of  the  anonmly 
to  which  his  bon.  Frirad  refened.  There 
was,  however,  more  tiian  one  wa^  by 
which  that  anomaly  might  be  rectified. 
One  mode  would  be  by  laying  a  duty  up(»i 
ships.  He  would,  however,  relieve  hie 
hon.  Friend's  fears  on  that  point  by 
assuring  him  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment lud  no  intention  of  removing  the 
anomaly  in  that  form.  As  regarded  an^ 
further  information,  he  should  ask  hu 
hon.  Friend  to  exercise  his  self-denial 
until  the  financial  statoment  should  be 
made. 

IBELAHD— CASE  OF  PATRICK  DOTLE. 
Qussnoir. 

Mn.  HENNESSY  said,  he  rose  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  CHief  Secretory  for  Ireland  to  an  ex- 
traordinary stotoment  of  which  he  had 
only  that  day  been  made  awan,  and  ha 
thought  it  hu  duty  to  bring  it  nndw  the 
notice  of  the  Goveinment  without  delay. 
It  appeared  that  on  Wednesday  last  amaa 
named  Patrick  Dt^le  was  med  in  "Sjl' 
kenny  as  a  vagrant ;  and  the  account  sent 
to  him  copied  from  one  of  the  papers  was 
as  follows : — 

"  Patriok  Dojlfl  wu  pnMotod  hj  tfa«  Gnod 
Jut7  niider  an  old  Aet  of  ParUament  for  being  a 
▼agrant.  The  pnaooor  ttmTenad  tlw  prenntinoDt, 
and  wai  fbond  gailtjr  of  tfaa  charge.  UU  Lordship 
•enteoowl  him  to  find  bail,  biiuelf  io  £90,  and 
two  mretiM  in  £10  eaob,  to  bo  of  good  babarioar 
for  ■even  jreara,  and  in  de&ult  to  nndsifo  psaal 
•erritDde  for  Hven  years.** 

The  report  went  on  to  say  that  the  sto- 
tuto  of  Queen  Anne,  under  which  the 
prisoner  was  sentenced,  gave  the  J^ndge 
power  of  sentendng  such  oharactoa,  un- 
less  tiiey  ooold  find  snSdent  bail  for  their 
future  good  conduot  He  viabed  to  in- 
quire if  the  attentim  the  Ooranunent 
had  been  called  to  tbia  extanri^wreai- 
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tenee.  At  the  BBme.tini^  there  hod  been 
■eat  to  turn  an  aooonnt  of  a  Hntence  given 
by  the  same  Judge,  on  the  same  day,  in  the 
same  ooort,  npon  one  Edward  Carney,  who 
was  tried  and  found  goilty  of  peraonating 
a  Poftt  Office  official  and  stealing  a  letter. 
Hia  Iiordship  said  that  as  he  was  not  in 
the  employ  of  the  Poatmaeter  General,  he 
would  deal  with  him  leniently,  and  sen- 
tenced him  to  find  bail,  himself  in  £100, 
and  two  sureties  in  £50  each  for  foture 
good  behuTioar,  or  in  default  to  one  month's 
imprisonment  He  (Ur.  Hennesey)  b^ged 
the  attention  of  the  Qoremment  to  these 
sentences,  and  he  hoped  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary would  be  able  on  a  fbtnre  day  to  state 
what  eooTSB  the  GoTemment  pn^ose  to 
take  with  lespeot  to  them. 

Ub.  BOSBUOE:  I  hare  also  seen  an 
account  of  liie  eaae  in  the  pi^ien  to-di^, 
and  their  statement  is  tibafrthe  peraon  so 
convicted  was  "  an  Ixifeh  gentlraun  who 
would  do  no  work 

SUPPLY. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  prc^Kwed, 
"That  lb.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 

WAR  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 
OBSXaTATIONS. 

Mb.  ABTHTJB  HILLS,  who  had  given 
notice  "to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  state  of  a&irs  in  New  Zealand,  and  to 
move  an  Address  to  the  Crown  on  the  snliijeet 
of  the  war  in  that  colony,"  said,  that  at  the 
dose  td  last  Sesdon  he  had  given  notioe  that 
at  re-assembling  of  ^vliammi^  if  the 
war  in  New  Zealand  were  notoonelnded,  he 
■hoold  move  an  Address  to  Her  Ifqesty 
representing  that  as  the  Colonial  Govem- 
ment  had  assumed  the  entire  control  of 
the  Native  policy  of  the  colony,  Her  Ua- 
jesty's  forces  ought  no  longer  to  be  em- 
ployed in  a  contest  over  which  the  Impe- 
rial Government  had  no  coutrol.  Thtt 
information  last  received  from  the  oolony 
was  to  the  effect  that  a  new  Ministry,  with 
a  new  policy,  had  come  into  power,  that 
they  intended  in  future  to  fight  their  own 
battles  and  pay  their  own  bills,  and  that 
five  regiments  of  Her  Migesty's  troops 
were  now  under  notice  of  recall,  and  it 
might  therefore  be  thonght  that  the  object 
he  (Mr.  Arthur  Mills)  sought  by  his  Mo- 
ti<m  had  hem  attahied.  There  would 
certainly  be  1«n  need  tax  him  to  occu>y 
thetimeof  theHoueatmylflogtlk.  'Oa 


affairs  of  New  Zealand  were  at  present  in 
a  sufficiently  complicated  state,  and  he  did 
not  wish  to,  complicate  them  fdrther.  He 
would  not,  therefore,  quote  a  single  syl- 
lable from  the  blue  books,  but  he  must  be 
permitted  to  say  that  he  trusted  no  State 
papers  would  ever  again  be  laid  upon  the 
table  which  would  disclose  such  alterca- 
tions between  public  functionaries  as  those 
which  the  New  Zealand  papers  disclosed. 
He  should  not  raise  the  queetion  whether 
Governor  Sir  George  Grey  was  in  the  right 
or  not — he  was  not  there  to  a^logjae  for 
Sir  George  Grey ;  but  if  ever  there  was  a 
public  servant  who  was  entitled  in  his 
absence,  he  would  not  say  to  exemption 
from  the  hostile  eritioism  of  Parliament 
but  to  the  oarefiil  e<msideration  of  his  eaae, ' 
it  was  the  Ooremor  of  a  distuit  oolony  who 
had  at  onoe  to  carry  on  a  dvil  war  with  a 
hostale  race  he  had  been  sent  to  govern, 
and  an  official  war  with  the  members  of 
hia  own  Administration.  That  was  the 
position  of  Sir  Cteoi^  Grey.  He  did  not 
propose  to  enter  into  the  question  whether 
Sir  George  Grey  was  right  or  wrong,  whe- 
ther he  or  his  advisers  were  responsible  for 
the  escape  of  the  Rangiriri  prisoners,  who 
were  now  entrenched  in  a  position  rather 
formidable  to  the  oolonists ;  nor  did  he  in- 
tend to  diacuss  the  propriety  of  the  change 
of  capital  from  Auckland  to  Wellingtim. 
All  he  would  say  was  this,  that  if  there  was 
any  gentleman,  whether  in  or  out  of  Parlia- 
ment, who  was  ambitions  to  succeed  Sir 
George  Orey,  let  him  read  the  papers  in  tiie 
blue  book  b^we  making  up  his  mind.  He 
would  there  see  what  were  the  posriUe  in* 
dignities  to  which  an  EngUsh  gentleman 
might  be  subjected  as  the  representative  of 
hia  Sovereign  in  a  distant  dependency.  At 
all  events,  Sir  Geoi^  Grey  had  no  easy  taak 
to  perform.  In  common  with  many  others 
he  (Mr.  Arthur  Mills)  believed  we  had  by  no 
means  got  out  of  our  difficulties ;  and  that 
the  affiurs  of  New  Zealand  had  not  ceased  to 
challenge  tiie  oonsideration  of  Parliament. 
They  had  proposed  last  Session  to  strike 
off  £33,000  from  the  Commissariat  Trans- 
port Vote  on  the  ground  that  the  war 
in  New  Zealand  would  be  over  in 
five  months.  One  month  afterwards 
the  noble  Xx>rd  the  Under  Secretary  for 
War  asked  for  a  Vote  for  precisely  the 
same  amount,  on  the  ground  that  the  war 
in  New  Zeakind  would  be  ended  in  five 
months.  He  was  sure,  however,  that  the 
Colonial  Minister  would  imw  be  very  much 
oUiged  to  any  one  who  would  give  him  n 
goanntee  that  that  war  ^'^"^^^'^^ 
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flTe  yean.  Some  pemle  had  a  rong^  and 
xeadj  mode  of  HtUing  this  dignity. 
"The  Maori  raoe,"  they  laid,  "  vaa  det- 
tixied  to  be  exterminated,  and  the  sooner 
the  better."  The  hon.  and  leomed  Mem- 
ber for  Sheffield  (Mr.  Roebuck)  was  one 
of  thoee  who  entertained  this  opinion. 
Kow,  it  might  be  tnie  that  the  brown  man 
was  destined  to  exterminetton,  but  it  was 
of  no  nse  to  diaeuBS  the  abetract  qneation 
of  hia  deatiny.  The  question  waa  how 
England  was  to  fiilfil  her  respoosibUitin, 
and  aettle  how  the  brown  and  the  white 
man  were  to  live  together,  so  long  as  the 
former  was  destined  to  last  The  war 
between  the  two  races  had  been  going  on 
almost  erer  sinoe  Kew  Zealand  waa  a 
colony,  and  the  Inown  man  atill  showed 
oonriderable  evidence  of  TitatiW,  nor  if 
you  searched  all  the  annals  of  heroism 
wonld  yoa  find  ray  mors  iUnstriona  than 
tiioae  which  recorded  tin  noble  leastanee 
of  a  handful  of  tiiese  Haories  against  the 
disciplined  forces  of  Great  Britain.  Mean- 
while, the  Imperial  Parliament  had  only 
two  altemattTes— either  to  Aispend  the 
constitution  of  New  Zealand,  and  reToke 
and  annul  the  colonial  policy  of  the  lost 
twenty-fiTe  years,  or  to  go  forward  and 
accept  the  policy  indicated  by  the  new  Co- 
lonial Government,  and  to  leaTC  the  power 
and  the  responsibiUty  of  Government  in  the 
hands  of  the  colonists  tiiemselvee.  He  as- 
sumed that  the  House  of  Commons  was 
act  prepared  to  caned  the  odlooial  policy 
of  the  last  quarter  of  a  oentory,  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  they  were  deter- 
mined to  go  flmrard  in  tiie  aame  direetion. 
Two  Beta  of  ofajeotors,  however,  started 
up  when  this  was  propoaed.  One  ses* 
tion  of  the  colonista  said,  "We  cannot 
afford  to  carry  out  tiiis  spirited  policy." 
But  his  answer  to  these  persons  was, 
"  At  yonr  own  risk,  without  induce- 
ment from  the  Government,  yon  have 
chosen  to  eettle  in  a  colony  13,000 
miles  from  home,  and  you  soy  that  we, 
who  have  been  fighting  yonr  battles  for 
•0  many  years,  ^ould  defend  you  for 
ever,  aluoagh  yon  have  abeolute  control 
over  your  own  afflurs."  At  this  moment 
the  BwHsment  of  Ifew  Zealand  had  as 
Mtire  control  over  its  own  affidrs,  inclu- 
ding questions  of  Native  policy,  as  the  Eng- 
lish Au-Iiament  had  over  the  aAdrs  of  this 
eountry.  Under  these  cironmstancee,  the 
time  was  eome  when  the  odonists  should 
aee^t  Vta  respmribilities  of  their  position, 
rad  shotdd  nndmtond  Uiat  tb^  could  not 
han  the  privil^;e8  withoat  nndottahing 
Mr.  AtHmim 


tiie  burdens  of  freedom.  Anotiier  daaa 
of  objectors  was  to  be  fbond  among  tiu 
pbilanthn^ata  who  advooatedthe  eanse  of 
the  Maori  race  in  tiiis  ceuttry,  bnfe  ftared  to 
trust  their  fote  to  colonial  adminisfatitfns, 
and  to  tiiem  he  would  say,  *'  Yon  wish  to 
rescue  from  ruin  the  remnant  of  a  noble 
race,  and  denre  that  they  should  live 
peacefully  and  happily  side  by  side  with 
the  Anglo-Saxon  colonists.  Bo  you  then 
believe  that  this  otrjeot  will  be  promoted 
by  maintaining  in  New  Zealand  English 
sddiers,  whose  business  tiiereiti8-~if  they 
have  any  bnuness  thes« — to  snpport  tba 
eoloniste  in  any  quarrels,  righteous  or  un- 
righteous, thii  they  may  have  with  the 
Natives?  Assuming  t^  the  ool<niistB 
are  as  unscrupukms  as  tbdr  most  invet»> 
rate  aasailants  here  deolar^  are  than  no 
motivea  of  aelf-intereat  on  which  you  can 
rely,  and  which  would  indnoe  the  oduusts. 
when  no  kmgw  hacked  up  by  English 
troops,  to  be  more  cirenmspeot  rad  men 
humane  than  they  now  are  in  their  deal- 
ings with  the  Natives."  So  far  from  being 
detrimental  to  the  Maoriea,  it  was  his  firm 
belief  that  the  consequences  of  the  policy 
now  inaugurated  would  be  to  promote 
their  enduring  interests.  But  he  was  not 
prepared  to  assume  that  the  colonists  were 
incUned  to  treat  the  Natives  with  tiie  bar- 
barity which  was  sometimes  attributed  to 
them ;  and  he  held  it  to  be  nothing  less 
thu  a  libel  on  a  community  which  we  had 
ourselvw  intrusted  witii  tiie  privileges  €A 
self  -government  to  insinuate  that  th^  wen 
leas  disposed  thra  we  woe  to  deal  humane* 
ly  with  tiie  Maoriee.  There  might  be  iaolatad 
instances  of  selfishness,  where  some  few  of 
tiie  eolonisti,  profiting  largely  \fy  the  com- 
missariat expraditore,  n^jed  on  the  war ; 
but  he  believed  that  the  colonista  generally 
were  sound  at  heart,  and  regarded  the  war 
as  far  too  serious  a  thing  to  warrant  the 
saeriftoe  of  loi^  colonial  interests  for  the 
benefit  of  a  few  adventurers.  Those  acta 
did  not,  he  felt  persuaded,  fairly  repreeent 
the  feeling  of  the  general  body.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  conduct  of  the  inhabitanta 
of  the  Middle  Island  throughout  the 
struggle  had  proved  the  existence  of  a  wise 
and  statesmanlike  spirit  on  thmr  port. 
He  had  confldmee  m  the  wisdom  and 
humanity  of  the  colonists  in  the  man^a- 
ment,  not  only  of  their  local  afihirs,  but 
of  the  Native  qnsati<m,  rad  from  the  de- 
spatches kid  oa  tiie  taUa  he  saw  reaMm  to 
hope  that  the  right  hon.  Oentiemra  (Mr. 
Gafdwell)  was  di^osed  to  accept  the  po> 
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qnaikian.  It  would  be  MtblMory  to  him 
u  the  rigbt  hon.  Genilemu  vomd  atate 
That  WM  now  ttie  «xMt  ^orition  of  tho 
ooloOT  wiA  Mpseito  tho  nnlitary  oharget, 
the  Loan  Qnaiantee  Bill  having  £Ul«i 
throngh  and  become  waste  paper.  A  oot- 
renpondonoe  had  taken  plaoa  between  the 
Colonial  Offloe  and  some  otiier  Department 
of  the  OoTemment,  in  which  certain  terms 
were  set  fbrth  as  Uie  conditions  on  which 
the  loan  was  to  be  gaarenteed.  One  of 
theee  conditiona  was  the  payment  by  the 
eolony  of  £40  or  £50  from  Uie  commenoe- 
meat  of  next  year  for  evwy  infantry  sol- 
dier above,  he  believed,  a  single  battalion. 
However,  the  New  Zealand  Loan  Bill 
foU  throngh,  and  he  presumed  that  all 
the  ocmditloM  fill  tiirongh  also,  and  that 
now  the  pontum  of  this  country  with 
rnpeot  to  tnops  in  Kow  Zealand  was 
the  aame  as  befiwe.  It  would,  therefere, 
be  aatiefiMtory  if  flio  right  hem.  GeatlaiBan 
mold  state  now  that  nuttw  stood.  He 
thanked  the  Houae  for  the  attention  ac- 
corded to  him  while  speaking  on  a  question 
relating  to  a  distant  colony ;  and  it  was  his 
earnest  hope  that  at  no  distant  day,  instead 
of  the  colony  of  New  Zealand  being  a  drain 
on  our  rraonroes  and  a  cause  of  constant  and 
seriotts  perplexity  to  British  statesmen  and 
the  Imper^  Parliament,  all  classes  and 
both  races  there  would  partiflipate  in  the 
pnwperity  and  hapoineas  whioh  the  poUsy 
to  wn^  he  had  Mvorted  was  deatmed  to 
promote. 

Mn.  BOEBITCE:  After  the  distinct 
node  in  wbioh  I  have  beoi  ^ken  <^  by 
my  hon.  Friend,  I  hope  the  House  wiU 
pudcm  mo  if  I  rise  Ibr  the  nuiposa  of  say 
mg  a  few  WOTda  npMi  thia  anlje^  1 
have  no  doubt  that  what  I  am  going  to 
aay  will  give  great  ofltoee  to  certein  par- 
ties in  this  House,  beeanse  I  am  abont  to 
attack  and  to  expose  a  great  aham. 
have  often  found  that  a  great  sham  has 
very  ardent  supporters.  There  is  one 
peculiar  quality  whioh  they  aaaume  to 
themselvee,  and  that  is  a  sort  of  etoep- 
tional  ri^t  to  virtue,  and  in  addition  to 
that,  they  always  aaaume  for  themselvee 
the  right  of  abusing  everybody  who  op- 
poeea  tiiem.  Now  the  aham  whi^  I  will 
Mideavonr  to  expoaeia  this : — England  for 
the  greater  part  of  three  oentunes  past 
haa  Iwen  a  great  colonising  country,  and 
in  nmKffti<m  to  her  otdoniaation  has  she 
made  ewy  poaaiUe  eflbrt  to  extend  her 
dondaion,  and  power,  and  oivilisation. 
An  onteiT  has  aliendy  been  raiaed  by  oer 
tain  parwa  whom  my  hon.  Rieoa  baa 


called  "humanitarians,"  aconsing  this 
connt^  of  injustice  in  her  attompto  to 
ast»d<unliaatian.   That  ooouired  whon 
the  old  man    270  yeara  ago  wait  flnt  to 
Amwioa.  The  nunnent  thn  arrived  there 
th^  &nnd  on  the  ahorea  of  that  eonntry 
a  fiwoe,  aavage,  and  vindiotive  race.  And 
here  I  would  draw  a  distinotion  between 
conquest  and  colonization.   Conquest  sig- 
nifim  simply  the  acqniring  of  political 
domini<ai  over  a  country.    The  political 
dominion  passes  from  one  hand  to  another; 
and  that  is  called  "  conquest.",  I  will 
illuatrato  that  by  pointing  to  India.  But 
colonisation  means  more  than  that— it 
means  not  only  conquest  but  dispossession; 
it  means  taking  possession  of  the  land, 
driving  ont  the  nxmer  inhalntanta,  and 
placing  instead  <^  them,  the  iidudntante  9i 
the  oolwriiing  country.  Tlwmanmt  tiiat 
oconit  an  undying  foud  ariaea  botwean  tibe 
itt'Oomm  and  the  abniginei,  an  undying 
conflict  that  yon  cannot  get  over,  it  mnat 
nkt,  uid  it  will  exist   Now.  what  oo- 
enired  in  tho  eaie  of  New  Zealand  ?  New 
Zealand  was  colonised  not  1^  the  Govern- 
ment of  England,  but  in  ^to  of  the  Go- 
vemment  of  England.    A  ooiain  niunber 
of  people  gathered  together  afto-  the 
fiuhion  of  the  old  people  wh<mL  sentimental 
historians  have  oalled  the  *'  Pilgrim  Fa- 
there."    They  assembled  to^^er  at  the 
month  <rf  tho  Thames,  and  signed  a  pi^Mr 
by  whidt  they  agreed  to  aubjeet  than- 
ewves  to  a  government  to  be  instituted 
when  they  arrived  in  New  Zealand.  They 
threw  off  all  snbjectixm  to  England.  Eng- 
land refttsed  to  assist  them  in  et^cmixing 
New  Zealand,  and  they  went  out  in  i^lto 
of  England.   Now  I  am  here  to  vindicate 
the  conduct  of  tiioee  men.   I  say  they 
w«n  right;  and  I  say  tiiey  were  right 
upon  two  grounds.    In  the  first  place,  it 
is  qnito  clear  that  if  they  had  not  taken 
that  stop,  France  would  mtve  token  it,  and 
New  Zealand,  instead  frf  being  a  Briti^ 
coiinty,  would  have  been  a  Frendi  oolony. 
I  aay,  therefore,  with  a  view  to  the  inte- 
rests fA  England,  that  tiie  eondnct  of  those 
Englishmen  was  wise.  Just,  and  potitie. 
Now  I  go  one  step  fhrther,  and  I  say  that 
theee  men  were  wise  and  right,  and  just 
and  politic,  beoattse  they  oideavonred  to 
extend  the  range  of  English  dvilisatitm. 
They  were  alxmt  to  di^sseaa  tiie  wild 
animals  of  New  Zealand,  and  among  tiiose 
wild  animals  the  moat  ndsehievons  is 
the  viM  man.  ["Oh.  dil'*]  I  knew 
yon  would ory  *'oh,  ohl"  bntof  tiiat  I 
•m  quite  noa.  Now  mark  the  i^Wmw. 
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The  aborig^al  man  Um  in  a  constant 
state  of  warfare.  That  I  assert.  He  is 
TindiotiTe,  faithless,  and  eruel.  That  is 
his  oharactw;  and  where  one  savage  man 
liTodf  a  thousand  ciTilind  men  Tomd  live. 
And,  fherafore.  to  import  Engliah  eiTilin* 
tion  into  New  Zealand,  and  to  overwhelm 
the  barbarity  of  the  Ifatives,  was  doing 
good  in  the  face  of  nature,  not  of  men. 
I  assert,  then,  tliat  the  people  who  went 
to  New  Zealand,  althoagh  tliey  displaced 
the  aborigines,  did  rightly  and  justly,  for 
I  know  no  meaning  to  those  words  but  in- 
creasing the  happiness  of  mankind ;  and  I 
say  that  if  I  could  establish  in  New  Zea- 
land Englidi  civilization  in  place  of  origi- 
nal barbarity,  I  should  increase  the  happi- 
ness of  mai^nd,  and  increase  the  means 
ot  living  qnietiy  and  happily.  I  will  con- 
trast the  results  of  these  two  states.  Under 
the  aborigines  what  was  the  condition  of 
New  Zealand  ?  And  here  I  would  remark 
to  my  hon.  Friend,  when  he  talks  of  the 
conduct  of  the  pet^  of  the  middle  island, 
that  there  are  no  aborigines  in  that  is- 
land ;  and,  thoefore,  the  conduct  of  the 
ooltuustB  t^ie  middle  island,  can  hardly 
be  lulled  to  the  eondoot  of  the  people  of 
the  North,  who  have  many  aborigines  to 
contend  with.  But  I  ask  the  House  to 
contrast  the  two  situations.  The  aboriginal 
man  was  in  New  Zealand ;  he  wandered 
over  the  wilds  of  that  country ;  he  never 
cultivated  the  country ;  he  "  made  it  a 
wilderness  and  called  it  peace."  That 
was  the  actual  state  in  whitui  the  English- 
men found  it.  'What  will  it  be  when  the 
aboriginal  race  shall  have  disappeared? 
"Why,  there  will  be  calm  from  one  end 
of  the  country  to  the  other.  Where  ten 
men  lived  a  thousand  wilt  live,  and  they 
will  live  in  peace  and  security  and  hap- 
piness, instead  of  that  wild  aboriginal 
war  of  which  my  hon.  Friend  aeems  to 
be  BO  great  an  advocate.  I  ask,  then,  were 
not  tiioae  Bnglishmem  wise  in  their  gene- 
ration to  go  to  that  conntry  ?  Now  comes 
my  quarral  with  Qie  Govonmcoit.  The 
Government  never  would  see  that  that 
was  the  case,  bat  they  halted  between  two 
opinions.  They  were  determined  to  get 
^  the  advantage  of  colonisation,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  conciliate  Gentlemen 
who  talk  of  virtue  and  honesty.  It  was,  I 
however,  only  talking.  Exactly  the  same  | 
thing  was  duie  by  tiie  East  India  Com-  j 
pany.  Tl^  sent  out  Governor  after 
Oovemor  wiui  despatches,  deprecating  con- ; 
quest.  Th^  said,  "  Oh,  we  do  not  want ! 
conquest;  we  do  not  think  it  wice^  p(diti<^  j 


or  just."  But  Uiose  who  were  the  greatest 
conquerors  were  the  greatest  favonrites 
of  the  East  India  Company  from  the  daya 
of  Warren  Hastings  and  of  WeUcal^  down 
to  Salhonsie  and  Clyde.  All  thsae  mm. 
were  oonquerors,  and  they  were  the  pets 
of  the  East  India  Gnnpany.  And  so  with 
England.  Bhe  has  taken  advantage  of 
every  colony  that  was  fi>rmed.  She  could 
not  allow  ^e  people  of  New  Zealand  to 
remain  qniet,  as  they  would  have  been, 
if  left  to  themselves.  But  she  imme- 
diately sent  out  an  o£Bcial.  As  soon  as  the 
official  came  there  was  a  riot.  The  English 
Government  sent  out  a  Governor,  and 
they  made  that  wretched  faroe  of  a  treaty 
called  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi.  What  does 
a  treaty  mean  ?  It  means  that  two  inde- 
pendent bodies  oome  to  an  understanding 
to  make  an  agreement.  Bat  I  assert  that 
there  was  no  independent  body  on  the 
part  of  the  aborigines.  We  had  detei^ 
mined  to  colonijEe  the  country,  and,  there- 
fore, to  dispossess  the  Natives  of  their 
kttds.  The  moment  we  did  that,  we 
created  an  undying  hostility  on  their  pail^ 
and  there  was  therefore  no  one  to  enter 
into  any  treaty  with  us.  When  the 
colonists  went  to  New  Zealand  th^  also 
entered  into  a  farce,  bat  I  am  not  sore  it 
was  not  a  politic  faroe.  They  pretended 
to  bny  from  the  aborigines  uieir  lands. 
That  was  very  much  as  if  a  man  of  mature 
age  were  to  go  to  a  boy  of  seven  yean 
old  and  say,  "I  will  give  you  lollypopa 
if  yon  will  give  me  your  estate.  A 
savage  is  a  dtiild.  That  which  distin- 
guishes a  man  of  thought  is  tlut  he  lo<^ 
forward ;  he  foregoes  the  present  in  con- 
sideration  of  the  future.  But  it  ia  the 
peculiarity  of  the  savage  to  be  govoned 
presrat  impressions.  If  yon  displw  a 
mnsket  or  a  daggw,  or  some  gnnpowder, 
or  a  piece  of  doui,  he  will  say,  "  I  will 
give  yon  anything  for  it;"  but  wh«i  he 
has  destroys  the  gun,  or  blown  up  the 
gunpowder,  or  carried  away  the  dagger, 
or  worn  the  cloth,  he  will  turn  round 
and  reclaim  his  land.  The  whole  thing 
is  a  &rce,  an  imposition  upon  the  poor 
unfortunate  aborigine,  and  we  *£toa.\j  of 
Waitangi  is  a  union  of  folly  and  weakness. 
The  Government  oug^t  to  have  said,  "  We 
come  to  teke  possession  of  this  country ; 
hereafter  we  are  governors ;  nobody  1m> 
any  right  to  any  land  but  that  whidi  we 
give ;  nobody  has  any  right  bat  that  which 
we  give  and  creato."  If  the  Govemmmt 
had  said  that  they  would  have  understood 
it.  fint  jott  cheirted  the  aboEigine.  To« 
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iDftile  him  bdiere  he  ma  tomebodj.  You 
had  nude  him  ^liink  that  he  was  a  power. 
You  had  led  him  to  sappose  that  he  was 
our  eqnal  and  that  he  poBsened  governing 
authority.  The  Natire  turned  round  and 
said,  "  When  70a  entered  into  a  treaty 

E>u  guaranteed  the  pouession  of  our 
nds."  Thus  yon  bamboozled  the  abo- 
rigines, and  played  the  fool  with  your 
own  people.  What  ought  to  be  done 
now  ?  Exactly  what  the  boo.  Gentleman 
leoommended,  but  with  a  difference.  You 
hare  interfered.  You  did  not  allow  the 
ooloniets  to  gorem  for  their  own  interests, 
but  you  have  gone  on  intermeddling  with 
their  a&ira.  What  is  the  consequence  ? 
There  is  a  set  of  men  in  this  country, 
who  tarn  up  their  eyes,  and  put  tbeir 
palms  together  appearing  to  pay,  and  then 
th^  go  and  sell  the  aborigines  percus- 
sion ei^w,  ball,  and  powder;  bat  as  my 
gallant  old  Friend,  who  is  now  dead,  the 
Ute  Sir  William  Napier — who  really  was 
a  great  man — observed,  "  I  want  to  know 
what  manner  of  men  it  was  who  supplied 
arms  and  ammunition  to  the  Bavages  of 
South  Afrioa?"  I  think  I  know  the 
olass  of  men  who  supplied  the  Katives 
of  New  Zealand  with  arms  and  am  muni* 
tioD.  If  you  had  allowed  those  who  went 
there  thirty  or  thirty-three  years  ago — 
when  there  were  no  percussion  caps,  no 
rifles,  no  powder—to  follow  their  own 
eourse,  they  would  have  settled  the  ques- 
tion for  themselves.  But  no ;  you  had  the 
Treaty  of  Waitai^,  you  had  free  trade  in 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  these  men  have 
been  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition. 
Ti^  is  at  the  bottom  <tf  the  war.  It  is 
the  Inst  of  monej  that  has  led  England's 
merchants  to  sell  the  aborigines  the  mas* 
kets,  bfdl,  and  powder  1^  which  their 
own  ooontrymen  have  been  shot  down.  I 
dare  say  aU  I  am  saying  is  exceedingly 
offensive,  bnt  it  is  very  true,  and  there 
lies  its  offence.  The  way  to  do  is  to  allow 
oolonists  to  govern  tiiemselves,  and  do  as 
they  like.  We  are  not  the  proteotors  of 
the  morality  of  mankind :  if  we  were,  I 
do  not  know  that  we  offiar  a  very  good  ex- 
ample. We  ought  at  onoe  to  say  to  the 
oolonists,  "  We  have  made  a  nustake ;  we 
have  endeavoured  to  protect  the  Haoriee, 
and  we  find  we  cannot  do  it ;  a  feud  has 
been  created  by  the  &ct  of  your  beooming 
oolonists ;  they  will  be,  as  thejr  ue,  your 
enemies;  we  cannot  prevent  it,  and  we 
leave  you  to  do  now  u  yon  ought  to  have 
done  thirty  years  ago;  the  m<»e  yon  ad- 
Taiiee«iTiu«rtioi&  the.  better  it  will  be  ia 


mankind."  Yon  may  say  to  tiie  Haories, 
"  Take  your  plots  of  land  and  endeavour 
to  become  civilized  men ;  hut  any  attempt 
to  oppose  Imperial  dominion,  any  en- 
deavour to  have  a  dominion  opposed  to 
the  English  power  is  a  thing  we  will  not 
permit.  We  will  be  kind  to  you  after 
having  dispossed  you.  We  will  be  kind  to 
you,  we  will  give  you  what  ^ou  want  so 
long  as  you  behave  like  civilized  men, 
but  the  moment  you  appear  in  hostility 
we  will  put  you  down."  That  seems  a 
harsh,  ready,  and  cruel  way,  bnt  depend 
upon  it  that  is  the  right  way,  and  in  the 
long  run  it  will  be  found  the  humane 
way. 

Ms.  BUXTON  observed,  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  b^n  by  saying  there  were  some 
persons  in  this  oountry  who  arrogated  to 
tfaemselveB  an  ezoeptional  right  to  abnse 
everybody  else.  Now,  he  should  have 
thought  that  if  there  was  any  human 
being,  he  would  not  say  in  that  House, 
bnt  on  the  &oe  of  the  whole  earth,  who 
arrogated  to  himself  the  exceptional  right 
to  abuse  everybody  else,  it  was  that  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  himself.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  said  that  in  entering 
into  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  with  the  Na- 
tivra  we  acted  like  the  man  who  gave 
lollypops  to  a  child  to  induce  him  to  give 
up  his  estate^  and  that  the  Kaories  were 
as  children  who  could  not  look  forward. 
But  one  of  tiie  main  oausra  which  led  to 
that  war  was  the  deliberate  and  organized 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Natives  to  pr^ 
vent  the  alienation  of  their  lands.  He 
thought  it  one  of  the  most  glorious  fieatfues 
in  the  history  of  12iis  oountry  timt,  at  any 
rate,  for  the  last  twenty  or  tiiirty  vears, 
instead  of  dealing  witli  fbe  aboriginal  races 
of  our  oolonies  in  the  &shion  advocated  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  the  colo- 
nists and  the  Government  had  felt  the  re- 
sponsibility of  dealing  with  them  with  the 
humanity  and  justice  that  were  due  to 
them.  The  proposal  to  which  his  hon. 
Friend  (Hr.  Arthur  Uills)  had  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  was  that  Great 
Britain  should  withdraw  her  troops,  now 
amounting  to  about  12,000  men,  from  New 
Zealand  upon  the  understanding  thai  tlua 
they  should  no  hmger  interfere  m  any  way 
whatever  with  the  internal  affairs  of  that 
colony.  And,  upon  the  whole,  though  not, 
he  confessed,  without  having  gone  through 
a  long  poiod  of  haritation,  he,  for  one, 
had  come  to  the  oonolxuion  that  this  was 
the  best  solution  of  that  most  d^qultrap- 
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Uem  vb»h  the  var  in  Nov  Zealand 
•ented.  At  ons  time  ha  had  hoped  that 
a  s^idjemeikt  of  thote  diffisultiea  would 
have  been  found  attainable  which  would 
have  been  far  more  lafisfiulorjr  than  the 
one  now  propoaed.  The  beet  thing  for  all 
partieB,  both  for  the  NatiTOa  and  for  the 
aettlera  and  for  thia  oonnlxy,  wonld  have 
been  that  we  should  have  so  far  broken 
the  power  of  the  I^atires  that  the  whole 
of  the  lands  occupied  by  those  who  had 
been  in  arms  against  as  diould  have  been 
surrendered  to  us  bj  them.  That  then  the 
oultirable  part  of  those  lands  should  have 
been  divided  into  three  portions,  one  of 
which  should  have  been  handed  back  to 
the  ]!TatiTes;  not,  indeed,  to  tiie  Ifatives 
as  a  nation  or  as  tribee,  bat  that  a  plot  of 
land  ampfy  auffident  for  its  maintenance 
ahould  be  ^ven  back  to  each  Native  fomilj 
with  a  separate  Parliamentary  title  to  it. 
By  that  means  ell  these  minons,  tribal 
rights  woold  have  been  extingniahed  which 
had  drae  so  mmlk  miaehiefj  while  at  the 
same  time  everj  Native  fiMnily  wonld  in 
reality  have  been  placed  in  a  muoh  better 
poation  than  beftire.  Then  another  por- 
tion of  the  land  shoold  have  been  devoted 
to  rewarding  the  volnntesra  who  were  in- 
duced to  go  and  fight  for  the  colony  by  a 
distinct  promise  to  that  effect;  and  a  third 
part  might  have  been  retained  or  sold  by 
the  Cobnial  Qorenunent  to  pay  for  the 
expenses  of  the  war.  That  would  have 
been  the  ideal  aettlenent  of  this  great 
difficulty,  and  he  still  held  that  if  the 
Govwnment  oould  have  seen  their  way  to 
such  a  solution,  they  wonld  not  by  any 
meana  have  been  juatified  in  withdrawing 
onr  army  or  making  any  otiiw  arrange- 
ment The  plain  truth,  howevo*,  was  that 
aoohasettiementwasnotattainaUe.  Then 
then  was  anotbw  plan  which  appeared  to 
hare  had  EUr  George  Grey's  sanction,  and 
stood,  he  thooght  on  a  *tn»u^  fonndation 
of  justice  and  good  eenae.  This  was  the 
proposal  to  give  up  the  idea  of  conquering 
the  Natives  in  the  inland  districts,  espe- 
cially thoee  of  Waikato,  and  simply  to  oc- 
cupy a  portion  of  territory  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  each  of  the  European  settle- 
ments,  and  establish  a  line  of  defonces, 
parUy  by  armed  steamers  oa  the  river 
Waikato,  and  partiy  by  military  posts,  so 
as  to  keep  the  hostile  Natives  beyond  those 
borders.  By  that  meana  a  considerable 
portion  (rf  land  wonld  be  taken  from  the 
Nativea  and  given  to  settlers,  but  of 
that  he  should  not  complain,  beoause  the 
Nativea  wonld  have  aupla  tenitory  left 


them,  and  thoee  who  chose  to  keep  on 
peaceable  terms  would,  he  preenmed,  be 
allowed  to  remain  wittdn  the  pale.  Bat 
then  there  was  a  third  plan,  the  one  on 
which  the  Oolnial  Qovenunent  had  been 
bent,  and  fonrtiioh  thw  soog^  the  aid  of 
the  mother  eonntry.  The  oseewtial  idea 
from  which  this  scheme  seemed  to  emanate 
was  this— that  the  Natives  had  been  guilty 
of  a  flagrant  mine  in  taking  up  arms,  a 
crime  which  might  jostiy  be  punished  by 
the  total  confiscation  of  ttieir  property,  and 
even  by  the  infliction  of  death,  or  of  the 
other  condign  penalties  of  treason;  and 
that  no  terms  of  peace  should  be  entered 
into  with  them,  but  that  they  should 
be  utterly  crushed  by  the  strong  hand, 
and  some  even  advocated  their  bong 
completely  driven  ont  ni  tiimr  own 
territories.  This  idea  wae  embodied, 
rather  more  than  a  year  ago,  in  three 
Acts,  whioh  were  panod  W  the  Oolo- 
nial  L^islatore.  One  of  theoe  Act»— 
he  BgtAM  deliberately  in  defianee  of  tha 
oontradiotions  whieh  that  sssuilioa,  made 
by  himself  and  afterwards  hf  the  Beoa- 
tary  of  State,  had  met  with  last  year<— 
one  of  these  Acts  empowered  the  GKivem- 
ment  to  take  any  lands  whatever  in  thoee 
disbicts  which  have  been  the  Uieatre  of 
war,  whether  they  bdonged  to  loyal  Na- 
tives or  to  tiie  so-called  rebels,  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  them  with  European 
colonists,  with  the  sole  restriction  that 
those  Natives  who  could  prove  that  they 
had  not  in  any  way  whatever  abetted  tlw 
rebelliim  might  obtain  compenaation  fbr 
the  lands  so  taken  from  them  in  eonrts  to 
be  estaUished  1^  the  Colonial  Qovem- 
ment  That  waa  the  first  feature  of  the 
scheme.  The  whole  of  the  land  of  all 
the  NatiTCS  in  the  disturbed  diatziote  waa 
to  be  placed  at  the  afaaolnCadiapoaal  of  the 
Colonial  Govnament.  The  next  branoh 
of  the  sohenw  Was  the  Act  called  that  $at 
the  Suppression  of  Beb^on,  which  autho- 
rized the  Government  to  punish  any  pec^ 
son  ooncemed  in  the  rebellion  with  death ; 
for  which,  however,  penal  servitude  or 
other  pen^ties  might  be  substituted.  The 
same  Act  suspended  the  right  of  Mhh 
oorput.  It  also  constituted  military  ooarta 
for  the  trial  of  the  alleged  rebels.  It  alao 
authoriaed  the  de^ntioa  of  any  suspected 
persons,  and  that  without  any  limit  ot 
time.  So  that  while  with  one  hand  tin 
Colonial  Legislature  laid  its  grasp  on  all 
the  land  of  the  Nativas,  with  the  otiMr 
hand  it  oonngned  all  tlw  Natives  wba 
■sight  ift  any  way  ban  abetted  Hwnbel* 
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Hoa  to  the  penalties  of  inMon.  It  had 
beea  aUeged  that  none  of  these  powers 
were  really  intended  to  be  used ;  bnt  it 
did  not  appear  to  Urn  to  be  the  slighteit 
jnttifloatum  for  paerii^  Acts  of  Purliiunent 
tbftt  it  vould  be  w)  ontrageooB  to  enforoe 
them  that  no  on6  oould  over  be  suspected 
of  intending  it.  The  third  branch  of  this 
plan  was  the  Act  entitled  the  Loan  Act, 
aooording  to  vhioh  a  loan  of  £3,000,000 
ms  to  be  rairad  under  a  material  goaran- 
tee  obtained  from  the  mother  country,  in 
order  that  the  oolony  might  have  the 
mesne  of  oarrying  out  the  policy  indicated 
in  the  two  other  Aets;  but  it  was  ex- 
gained  that  the  outlay  would  afterwarde 
be  recouped  to  the  colony  by  the  sale  of 
the  lands  that  would  thus  be  seised.  Kot 
a  word,  howerer,  was  said  of  living  any 
share  of  the  spool  to  the  motlw  oonsfay. 
Now  he  denied  utterly,  and  with  all  lus , 
fnwe,  that  the  eondnot  of  the  Natives 
oould  justify  meosnrss  of  snoh  sweeping 
sererity.  tu  the  first  place,  it  was  pre- 
posterous to  speak  of  ued  as  traitns. 
Ko  doubt  the  greater  number  of  them 
aoquiesced  twenty'flre  years  ago  in  the 
authority  of  the  Queen  under  ^e  Treaty 
of  Waitsngi ;  bnt,  as  he  showed  last  year 
—and  he  would  not  go  orer  that  ground 
again — we  had  not  Itept  the  conditions  on 
our  nde  by  which  they  were  induced  to 
enter  into  Uiat  treaty.  It  was,  therefore, 
an  outrage  upon  common  sense  to  speak  of 
tihe  Natives  as  rebels  sgainst  the  Qneen, 
because  they  might  hare  in  some  measure 
leoeded  from  that  trea^  when  we  onraehes 
lud  Tirtnally  set  it  aside.  Well,  then,  as 
ngsrded  tlte  origin  of  the  war,  he  eon- 
ftned  that  a  ntore  weltering  sea  of  contea* 
dietions  he  had  nerer  met  with  than  that 
in  whidi  the  question  was  immersed  how 
and  why  that  war  had  arisen,  and  to  whom 
the  blame  of  it  was  most  justiy  due.  He 
most  say,  however,  that  a  careful  study  of 
all  the  evidence  with  regard  to  it  had  led 
him  to  acquit  the  colonists  of  having  pro- 
Toked  the  war  for  the  sake  of  the  expendi- 
ture and  qmil  which  it  might  bring.  On 
the  contrary,  he  thought  that  the  Colonial 
Ministers  were  very  anxious  to  avoid 
fighting,  and  that  was  the  general  feeling 
among  the  settlm.  Nor  oould  there  be  a 
qnestion  thst  Governor  Browne  and  60- 
vemor  Orey  did  their  best  to  escape  it. 
Well,  then,  the  inference  might  seem  to  be 
insfvitable  that  the  Natives  were  guilty  of 
agrettorime  in  oommenoing  it;  but  the 
more  one  studied  the  whole  qnestion  the 
leas  one  was  inclined  to  throw  blame  <m 
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tiie  Natives.  No  doidit  what  mainly  led 
toward  the  war  was  the  oonviotion  that 
had  arisen  among  than  that  their  lands 
were  no  longer  wfe  from  the  rapacity  Of 
the  English,  and  that  their  existence  as  a 
nation,  thst  thor  independence  as  well  as 
their  property,  would  slip  from  them  un- 
less they  made  an  effort  to  preserve  them 
in  good  time.  He  did  not  mean  that  that 
feeling  led  them  to  fly  to  arms,  but  it  led 
them  to  place  those  restrictions  on  the 
sale  of  land  by  individual  Natives  which 
ultimately  led  to  oollision  between  them 
and  us.  Well,  perhaps  they  ought  not  to 
have  entertained  this  apprehension;  bat 
various  acts  were  committed  b^  tiie  Oo* 
vemmont  with  tiie  history  of  which  he 
would  not  weary  the  House,  bnt  which, 
unhappily,  tended  powerfdly  to  oon^km 
the  Natives  in  this  view.  Nor,  oould  any 
oandid  man  deny  that  the  rapid  tendenoy 
of  events  in  New  Zeaknd  had  aetnally 
been  towards  the  eactinotion  of  the  Natives 
as  a  nation,  and  the  gradual  alienation  of 
thur  lands.  Then,  in  intimate  connection 
with  that  feeling  was  that  singular  £ing 
movement,  which,  though  it  looked  like  an 
attempt  at  throwing  off  the  supremacy  of 
the  Queen,  was  admitted  on  all  hands  to 
have  been  in  reality  an  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  Natives  to  put  an  end  to  the  anarohy 
which  prevailed  among  them,  and  to  give 
themselves  an  organisation  and  a  head, 
but  without  any  idea  of  treason.  A  num- 
ber of  incidents  awakened  great  suspicion 
and  uneasiuesB  on  each  side.  The  Natives 
were  in  dread  of  the  colonists,  and  the 
colonists  were  in  dread  of  an  attack  from 
the  Nativea.  Some  acts  of  violenoe  in- 
flamed the  irritation  and  anxiety  of  men  a 
mhids,  and  thus  by  decrees  botii  ndes 
drifted  into  war  withont  ito  being  possiUe 
to  say  that  either  party  had  wished  or  in- 
tended to  draw  tiie  sword,  or  could  be 
fairly  blamed  for  having  at  length  taken 
up  arms.  But  he  ventiued  to  affirm  that 
no  <nie  who  had  carefully  studied  the  oir- 
oumstanoes  of  the  case  would  say  that  the 
Natives  in  renewing  hostilities  had  been 
guilty  of  any  serious  crime.  In  fact,  the 
war  was  not  one  between  a  Sovereign  au- 
thority and  rebels,  but  a  war  that  h^  most 
unhappily  arisen  ohiefiy  through  a  mis- 
understonding  of  each  ower  between  neigh- 
bours ;  and  the  Natives  had  a  claim  whLh 
oould  not  be  impugned  to  be  treated,  not 
as  traitors  who  had  made  tiiMnsdves  UaUa 
to  the  penalty  of  ^eath  and  the  eonfisea- 
tion  of  all  their  property,  but  as  ordinary 
bslUgetanU.    Nor,  agdn,  had*1h«  &in 
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iiuted  Uiat  right  by  coDdncting  the  war 
vith  atarooious  cnielty.  The  attack  upon 
file  escort  near  Taranaki  on  the  4th  of 
Hay,  two  years  ago,  vas  manifestly  re- 
garded by  the-Katiree  themaelTea  as  a  &ir 
act  of  war.  Nor  ooald  we  oomplain  Tery 
latteriy  of  Booh  an  aet»  remembering  mch 
inmdents  as  one  whioh  oconnod  at  ttie  end 
of  lS63i  when,  althoa^  the  Natives  had 
made  ngna  of  aabmission,  and  the  white 
flag  was  flying  throughont  Waikato,  Cap- 
toin  Jackson  and  hie  men  tracked  a  body 
of  Natives  into  the  bosh,  discovered  them, 
not  in  a  fortified  pah,  Imt  in  the  forest, 
attacked  them  while  engaged  in  Divine 
worship  on  a  Sunday  morning,  and  shot 
seven  of  them.  If  aoh  had  been  said  of 
the  assassination  of  settlers,  bat  it  ap- 
peared that  np  to  the  beginning  of  last 
year  only  twelve  settlers  had  been  killed, 
and  these  mnrders  seemed  to  have  been 
the  acts  of  excited  Natives,  which  were 
lamented  and  disapproved  by,  at  any  rate 
a  consideTable  number  of,  the  other  Na* 
tives  and  of  the  chieft.  Against  these 
lamcoitable  aots  they  must  not  in  candour 
omit  to  reoaU  that  in  almost  eveiy  case 
tiie  Natives  gave  the  settlers  time  to  re- 
tiro  from  their  territory,  and  allowed  them 
to  do  so  unarmed  and  unplundered.  Arch- 
deacon Brown  was  thns  sent  away,  and 
when  he  retomed  long  afterwards  he  found 
his  property  still  untouched  and  actually 
protected  firom  injury  by  a  Native  guard. 
Exactly  the  same  tlung  happened  to  Ur. 
Oorat,  who  had  been  forced  upon  the  Na- 
tives as  Commissioiier  of  Waikato  against 
their  will,  and  was  driven  away  by  them  ; 
but  he,  too,  was  allowed  to  return  to  Wai- 
kato months  afterwards,  and  take  away 
his  property,  whioh  had  been  preserved. 
The  real  truth  was  thi^  notwitiutanding 
a  few  distressing  oocnrrmoes,  the  war, 
upon  the  whole,  has  been  conducted  by  the 
Natives  with  hanumiW  and  sdtf-control; 
nor  could  he  say  that  without  at  the  same 
time  bearing  his  testimony  to  the  humanity 
which  had  also  beoi  displayed  by  the  co- 
lonists themselves,  who  lud  not  been  hur- 
ried, as  they  might  easily  have  been,  into 
aots  of  violence.  But,  as  he  had  already 
pointed  out,  the  policy  which  was  sketched 
out  by  one  Ministry,  and  was  embodied  in 
those  Acts  by  anotiier,  and  had  not  been 
repudiated,  so  Air  as  he  was  aware,  by  that 
which  was  now  in  power,  was  not  one,  as 
he  ventured  to  thii^,  to  which  the  con- 
currence or  aid  of  this  country  ought  to 
be  given.  It  was  based  on  the  idea  that 
the  Natives  had  forfeited  all  their  rights^ 
Mr.Bmetm 


both  to  their  property  and  thai  to  thdr  lilb 
itself— a  view  which  he  was  sure  woold  not 
be  entertained  by  any  rational  being  in 
this  country.  Well,  hut  then  the  ques- 
tion arose,  what  coarse  the  (Government 
ought  to  |mnne  ?  Some  of  those  who  took 
a  warm  interest  in  the  Natives  of  New 
Zealand  woold  havo  ns  maintain  our  army 
there  expressly  in  order  to  pat  us  into  soul 
a  position  of  anthwity  that  we  oonld  dio- 
tate  the  ^luy  to  be  pursned  towards  them. 
He  certainly  had  himself  felt  mneh  doubt 
whetherthatwould  not  be  the  wisest  course. 
But,  upon  the  whole,  he  believed  that  they 
shoald  be  best  consulting  the  good  of  the 
Natives  themselves,  as  well  as,  beyond 
all  question,  their  own  interests,  in  aooeptp 
ing  the  proposal  made  to  them  by  tiie 
Colonial  Government.  It  was  impoeaible, 
in  time  of  war,  to  maintain  a  divided  au- 
thority. Now  they  had  given  to  the  co- 
lonuts  the  right  of  self-government.  They 
had  since  found  it  neoessary  to  surrendw 
to  them  the  ^wer  of  dealing  with  the 
Natives ;  and*if  they  kept  up  an  maj  of 
10,000  or  12,000  men  in  New  Zealand,  it 
was  inevitable  that  that  fime  shonld  be 
used  by  the  CJotonists  as  an  instrument  fbr 
carrying  out  tiieir  own  policy ;  or  else  the 
result  must  be,  as,  indeed,  they  had  ao- 
tually  seen  during  the  last  year,  a  disas- 
trous dead-lock,  producing  the  utmost 
perplexity  and  confusion  on  all  sides.  He 
believed  that  things  had  reached  that 
point  at  whioh  theyoould  no  longer  say 
to  the  colonists.  "We  supply  you  with 
this  force,  and  therefore  you  shall  act  thns 
and  thus."  The  colonists  repudiated  any 
such  bargain.  They  would  not  be  turned 
from  their  own  course,  but  would  use  ns 
as  instruments  in  effecting  their  purposea. 
Now,  if  oar  army  retired  from  New  Zea- 
laod,  he  beliered  that  the  colonists  would 
be  compcdled  to  acquieeoe  in  fareatiDg  the 
Natives  not  only  as  belligeraits,  tmt  in 
treating  them,  moreover,  ae  powerfnl  ene- 
mies whom  it  was  abstdately  necessary  to 
oonciliatOt  beeause  the  attempt  to  snbga- 
gate  them  by  sheer  feree  would,  if  not 
utterly  hi^less,  yet  be  too  enormous  in 
its  costs.  Experience  had  diown  the  ex- 
traordinary skill  of  the  Natives  in  con- 
ducting their  own  species  of  warfare.  It 
was  stated  last  year  that  during  three 
years  at  least  £5.000,000  had  been  spent 
on  the  war,  while  only  some  1 50  or  900 
Natives  had  been  killed.  But  the  fhot  was 
that  their  Native  fastnesses  were  almort 
impregnable,  and  nothing  but  the  power 
of  a  oonntry  lilu  Bng^d  oq  the  baok  of 
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tike  ooloiutis  would  enable  them  to  carry 
out  any  general  polio  j  of  eztermination  or 
confiscation  of  land.  Wliat  he  anticipated 
Tas,  that  the  oolonisti  would  adopt  the 
intwmediate  aoheme  to  which  he  referred 
before^  of  a  kind  of  fbrtlQed  border  round 
each  settlement,  but  that  they  would  give 
np  as  hopeless  ttie  attempt  to  conquer  the 
Kative  territory  and  keep  them  down  by 
foroe  of  arms.  Nor  could  he  refrain  from 
adding  that,  strongly  as  he  disapproTed 
the  policy  embodied  in  the  three  Acts  of 
Ool(mial  L^islature,  on  which  he  had 
been  dwelling,  still  his  firm  conviction 
was  that  the  Colonists  had  no  desire  to  act 
-with  undue  violence  or  harshness  towards 
the  Ifaories.  A  large  number  of  them 
take  a  profound  intowt  in  the  fortunes  of 
the  natiTB  race,  and  the  strong  presenre  of 
the  pabUo  opinion  in  this  country  would 
act  as  a  whtuesome  reetraint  upon  them. 
In  short,  looking  at  the  question  in  all  its 
beatings,  he  was  sore  that  the  most  states- 
manlike course  that  could  be  taken  was 
tiiat  of  aoepting  the  proposal  so  fortunately 
made  by  the  Coloniid.  Government. 

Ub.  ABDBBLEY  said,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Shef- 
field (Mr.  Boebuck)  had  observed  truly 
that  a  great  nation  like  this  had  a  tendency 
to  spread  itself  over  the  waste  parts  of 
the  earth,  and  that  a  vigorous  nation  com- 
ing in  contact  with  harbarons  tribes  was 
likely  to  predominate ;  but  when  he  went 
CO  to  say  that  a  powerful  nation,  which, 
coming  in  contact  with  barbarous  tribes, 
sought  to  act  with  the  least  possible  cruelty 
towards  Uiose  tribes,  and,  whether  success- 
ful or  not,  showed  itself  willing  to  make 
every  uoriflce  to  enable  it  to  live  with 
them  in  peace  and  social  pn^^ress — ^waa 
enacting  a  foroe,  and  those  who  recom- 
mended such  a  course  were  nothing  better 
than  canting  hypocrites,  he  must  alto- 
gether dissent  from  those  virtuous  prin- 
ciples of  which  he  claimed  a  monopoly  in 
that  House.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man said  he  would  rather  that  we  should 
look  honestly  on  Maories  as  wild  animals. 
Wild  men  should  be  treated  by  us  as  wild 
beasts.  That  was  the  more  virtuous  view 
which  the  hon.  Member  proposed,  but  in 
saying  so  he  only  succeeded  in  the  object 
which  he  proposed  to  himself  in  rising  to 
speak,  that  of  saying  something  offeiuive 
to  the  feelings  of  everybody  else  in  the 
House.  For  hia  own  part,  he  r^arded 
the  attempts  made  by  KigUshmen  to 
enaUe  the  Maori  raoe  to  live  with  them, 
as  oieditable  to  this  country.   And  he  did 


not  think  Uie  hon.  and  learned  Membw  for 
Sheffield  was  justified  in  saying  that  his 
speech,  if  it  had  a  practical  object  was  di- 
rected to  the  same  end  as  that  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Taunton  (Mr.  A.  Mills)had 
in  bringing  forward  his  Motion.  The  object 
of  that  Motion  was,  he  believed,  to  induce 
the  Colonial  Secretary  to  put  the  House 
in  full  possession  of  the  state  of  afiairs  in 
Kew  Zealand,  but  by  no  means  to  embarraes 
the  policy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  or 
to  induce  him  to  alter  that  policy,  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Taunton  in  common 
with  himself  hoped  might  prove  success* 
fnl,  and  might  soon  issue  in  the  ter- 
mination of  the  wars  tiiat  had  so  long 
footed  New  Zealand,  and  of  that  confosion 
and  anomaly  so  hmg  ezisUng  in  the  rela- 
tions between  the  Govttnor  and  the  Legis- 
latare  of  Uie  colony  and  between  the  oolony 
and  the  mother  oonntiy.  One  oonld  hardly 
believe  that  thirteen  years  ago  we  had 
conceded  self-government  to  New  Zealand, 
and  yet  to  the  present  moment  were 
still  involved  in  all  the  cost  of  blood  and 
money  so  freely  lavished  in  internal 
wars  of  that  oolony.  The  control  over 
the  Natives  had,  indeed,  been  reserved  by 
the  Imperial  Government  in  the  first 
constitutional  grant  to  New  Zealand  in 
1862.  But  that  control  over  the  Natives 
had  been  ceded  in  the  amplest  terms  by 
the  Buke  of  Newcastle  two  years  ago,  and 
the  present  Colonial  Minister  endorsed  the 
policy  of  his  predecessor,  drawing,  how- 
ever, the  distinction  that  as  long  as  England 
maintained  the  internal  defence  of  the 
oolony,  it  was  necessary  for  England  to 
retain  a  voice  in  Uie  naiuve  policy.  The 
Governor,  as  representatiTe  of  the  Crown, 
had  beat  carmng  on  a  pdicr  of  his  own 
since  1862,  whiohliad  resulted  in  1864  in 
placing  him  in  distinct  antagonism  to  his 
Executive  Ministers  and  the  Representa- 
tive Assembly,  to  which  they  were  respon- 
sible. Here  was  the  great  anomaly,  con- 
sisting in  the  *  gift  of  self-government 
without  the  responsibility  of  self-defence, 
and  the  reserve  of  external  defence  neu- 
tralizing the  gift  of  self-government.  He 
hoped  this  would  be  taken  as  an  illustration 
of  the  foot  that  the  two  things  must  always 
go  together.  Self-government  oould  not 
continue  to  exist  without  entailing  the 
responsibility  of  self-defmoe ;  and  self- 
defence  was  abedutdy  necessary  to  give 
life  and  vigour  to  self-government  In 
1862,  the  pdicy  pnzaued  by  Sir  George 
Grey  of  ceding  one  terri1»^  that  had 
been purchaaed,  and T»*ooonp]^sanothfir 
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tiiftt  had  been  nHnquiehed,  raised  the 
Haoii  race  in  rebellion,  and  onited  their 
forces  against  the  Engli^  Gorenimrat.  In 
the  warwhieh  this  exoited.  10,000  English 
ianmpi  were  ranged,  and  the  oolony  at 
that  tune  reAued  or  held  bank  from  rais- 
ing its  own  militia,  and  repudiated  its 
own  lialnlity,  saying  fliat  uiis  oonnby 
must  bear  the  eharges  and  n^MnnUlitaea 
of  the  war  began  through  Oie  aeta  of  the 
Governor.  The  Duke  of  ll'ewcastle  rightly 
remonstrated,  and  urged  the  oolonists  to 
greater  vigour  in  undertaking  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  rebellion,  and  the  consequenoe 
was  that  the  local  Uinistry  at  last  entei^ 
tained  plans  for  the  milita^  settlement  of 
the  diluted  territory,  and  passed  three 
Acts — one  a  Suppression  Act,  copied  from 
the  Irish  Bebellion  Act  of  1788  ;  a  Confis- 
cation Act,  called  *'  The  New  Zealand  Set^ 
tlement  Act,"  and  further  made  np  their 
minds  to  raise  a  loan  of  £3,000,000. 
The  right  hon.  Qentieman  oppodte  with- 
held 1^  Ui^es^B  assent  to  the  Confia* 
cation  Act  onlesa  its  terms  were  modi- 
fied ;  but  he  paased  an  Act  of  Parliament 
offering  the  assistanoe  of  the  Imperial 
credit  to  enable  them  to  raise  tm  more 
moderate  terms  one^hird  of  the  pro- 
posed loan.  The  war  baring  been  sup- 
pressed, the  GoTenior  quarrelled  with  ms 
Ministers  as  to  the  terms  on  which  the 
rebels  ought  to  be  dealt  with,  and  the 
Fox  Ifinistry  aoeordingly  resigned ;  their 
Bucoessors,  according  to  the  latest  papers, 
appeared  to  hare  accepted  the  modifica- 
tion of  the  Confiscation  Act  demanded  by 
the  rig^t  hon.  Qentieman,  but  declined 
the  offer  of  the  Imperial  guarantee.  They 
were  willing,  as  he  read  their  decision, 
to  wind  up  the  i^licy  of  the  past,  and 
to  accept  the  policy  of  the  fhture  as  pro* 
posed.  They  pinfored,  to  their  honour, 
Mlf-f;oTamment  at  fhe  cost  ot  self-de* 
fence.  If  that  were  so,  the  announce- 
ment was  highly  important  and  satia- 
factoiy;  and  therefore  it* was  that  he  at- 
tached importance  to  the  Motion  of  his 
hon.  Friend,  which  sought  information 
from  the  Colonial  Secretary  as  to  how  far 
these  views  and  speculations  were  to  be 
depended  upon.  The  offer  of  guarantee  of 
the  Imperiu  Oovemment  of  the  one  third 
of  the  loan  had  been  accompanied  by  two 
conditions.  The  one  was  that  the  colony 
was  to  pa^  to  the  Imp«ial  Glovemment 
the  debt  it  owed  already ;  and  the  other 
was,  that  in  fhtnre  the  colony  should 
undertake  its  own  defence,  or  if  they  re- 
cnved  the  asnstanee  of  troops  from  Eng- 


land  beyond  me  batiaUoA  they  should 
{wy  a  certain  snm  per  man.  ^e  queB> 
ti<m  was,  having  given  up  the  Imperial 
gaarantee,  did  the  colony  hold  itself 
bound  to  the  twrns  which  had  been  a^ 
taohed  to  the  offiw  of  the  guarantee? 
He  believed  they  mig^t  raly  npon  the 
oolony  repaying  its  d^t  to  uii  country 
as  soon  as  they  could ;  and  he  abo 
lieved  that  in  giving  up  the  loan  it  meant 
to  say  it  wonld  give  England  no  furth^ 
pretext  for  interference,  that  it  was  willing 
to  contribute  to  its  own  self-defence  and  to 
the  payment  of  fuiy  troops  that  might  be 
sent  out  to  it  from  this  country.  In  that 
event  we  might  begin  to  look  at  last  for 
an  end  of  the  troubles  that  had  so  l<mg 
distracted  the  colony.  It  had  been  sup> 
posed  that  there  might  be  a  fresh  out- 
break in  the  neighbourhood  New  Ply- 
mouth, but  the  oolonists  drew  together 
at  the  point  which  was  threatened  a 
strong  garrison  of  local  forces  and  showed 
a  detOTmination  to  act  with  vigour.  33m7 
had  farther  removed  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment from  the  extreme  north  to  the  cra- 
tral  point  of  WcAlingtcm,  by  which  might 
be  undwstood  a  detemunation  to  nuly 
the  whole  strength  of  the  oolony  round 
a  central  point,  and  a  repudiation  of  the 
mischievous  sug^tioo,  at  one  time  put 
forward,  that  ^tinct  intereets  exirted 
between  the  northern  and  soutiieni  is- 
lands. If  these  riews  were  not  nua- 
taken  or  premature  the  right  hon.  Gten- 
tieman  during  his  tenure  of  office  would 
have  the  satisfoction  and  credit  of  eeeing 
a  great  English  colony  in  the  South,  as 
he  hoped  he  would  soon  see  one  also  in 
the  West,  assuming  at  last  the  vigour 
and  spirit  of  self-relianoe  —  shaking  off 
the  belief  that  oolonial  connection  implied 
dependence  on  the  protection  <tf  Boi^aBd, 
a  protection  whieh  new  ooold  be  lealiaed 
and  whieh  oniahed  the  atnngth  aod  growtii 
of  the  colony. 

ISs^  MAlfeH  was  sorry  to  bc^eve  there 
was  only  too  much  truth  iu  the  statemmt 
that  arms  and  ammouition  had  been  sop* 
plied  to  the  Katires  by  speculatms  with  a 
white  skin.  What  manner  of  men  these 
might  have  been  he  was  nnable  to  say, 
but  at  all  events  they  were  very  bod  men. 
He  wished  the  hon.  Uember  for  Taunton 
(Ur.  A.  IdQlls^  could  have  been  induced  not 
to  bring  on  his  ICotion  jnst  at  the  moment 
when  a&irs  in  Uie  Dol<my  were  oonfoa- 
sedly  in  a  critical  state,  and  irfien  Ute 
steamers  probably  bringing  deepatohes  of 
great  imptntanoe  had  be^  teiegrMbed. 
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He  most  oertainlj  depreoate  aBTttung  like 
a  general  dinnssion  of  the  qnestion,  other* 
wiae  the  colonists,  who  irere  be^nning  to 
entertain  considerations  as  to  the  propriety 
of  self-defence,  might  think  the  Honse 
bad  acted  with  precipitation,  if  not  with 
discourtesy.  In  the  debate,  as  far  aa  it 
had  gone,  the  colonists  had  been  spoken 
of  in  a  Terj  fair  spirit ;  bat  much  more 
frequently  uiey  were  calumniated.  The 
fi^Tourite  charges  against  them  resolred 
themselTes  into  three  accusations  —  that 
they  wished  to  grasp  the  lands  of  the 
Katires,  that  the  Natire  population  were 
maltreated  by  them,  and  that  they  were 
anzionB  for  Hxeit  own  purposes  ttiat  the 
war  should  be  carried  on,  i^iinog  all  the 
time  to  contribute  or  eo-op«ate.  The  first 
of  tiiese  rnnoaohes  was  enfflciently  dis- 
placed by  the  fact  that  when  a  very  large 
tract  of  land  was  confiscated,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Colonial  Office,  the 
iKKal  Goyemment,  gaTe  back  tiiree- 
fourths  of  this  land  to  the  Natives.  As 
to  their  supposed  ill-treatment,  the  inter- 
ests of  the  colonists  lay  in  a  directly  op- 
posite direction.  Native  labour  was  very 
valuable,  and,  moreover,  the  Natives  were 
tolerably  industrious  and  excellent  cos- 
torn  era  of  the  storekeepers,  being  very  ex- 
travagant. A  decrease  in  the  population 
had,  no  doubt,  taken  place,  bat  not  in  the 
same  proportion  since  the  island  was  settled. 
One  cause  in  the  decrease  was  the  intro- 
duction of  fire-anna  in  lien  of  less  de- 
structive weapons.  These  were  originally 
gjven  by  the  Government  to  a  chief  who 
visited  ^Ingland  in  1S20,  and  who,  when 
he  got  ba^,  made  use  of  them  to  cuiy 
worfare  into  the  oounti7.  Another  cause 
was  tiie  change  in  the  rood  of  the  Natives 
— from  fern  roots  and  fish — principally 
eels— to  potatoes  and  pork.  This  would 
probably  be  as  injurious  to  the  Natives 
as  the  adoption  of  a  fern  root  and  eel 
dietary  would  be  to  us.  Some  Natives 
from  Yan  Diemen's  Island,  who  were  re- 
moved to  an  island  in  Bass's  Straits, 
died  very  fast,  althoagh  they  were  regu- 
larly Bupjplied  with  plenty  of  food.  A 
surgeon  in  the  navy  suggested  that  this 
mortality  might  be  explained  by  the  tact 
that  they  were  a  race  of  hunters,  who 
were  noff  accustomed  to  eat  fbr  two  or 
three  dam  when  they  at  length  got  what 
thqy  oaUed  a  **ti^tener."  He  reeom- 
mended  that  their  rationa  should  not  be 

S'ven  to  them  so  punctually — every  other 
ijf  for  example.   His  advice  fol- 
knrad,  and  the  Natires  got  <m  muoh  bet* 


ter.  He  did  not  believe  that  tiw  eommis 
sariat  expenditure  had  been  the  eaose  of 
the  war.  Three-fifths  of  the  population 
lived  in  the  Uiddle  Island,  and  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  commissariat  It  was 
ridiculous  to  su^ose  that  there  would  be 
100  ^ple  in  New  Zealand  who  would 
submit  to  a  hard  military  life  and  go 
through  this  horrid  war  for  the  sake  of 
the  commissariat  and  contractors.  Three- 
fifths  of  the  populati<m  would  derive  no 
benefit  at  all  from  it.  He  rejoiced  that 
this  debate  had  taken  plaoe  beeaiue  it 
showed  that  there  was  no  one,  however 
humble,  and  no  dependent^,  however  dis- 
tanl,  that  ooold  not  find  an  advooate  and 
defnida-  in  that  Honse. 

Mb.  gave  tbongjht  the  hon.  Hember 
for  Salisbury  had  omitted  one  reason  fbr 
the  diminution  of  the  Natives  before  onr 
settiement  among  them,  whidh  was,  that 
besides  the  other  unwholesome  articles  of 
diet  mentioned  by  him,  they  ate  each  otiier. 
He  did  not  agree  with  what  had  been 
said  about  the  inomrartunenese  of  this 
Kotion.  His  hon.  friend  had  not  at- 
tempted to  embarrass  the  Govemm^t,  and 
he  believed  that  the  colcmists  would  be 
benefited  by  plain  speaking  in  the  House. 
He  wished,  however,  to  clear  himself, 
from  any  participation  in  what  had  been 
said  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Kember  for 
Sheffield,  whose  sentiments  he  was  per- 
suaded were  shared  by  few  Hemben  of 
that  Honse.  The  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber's bark  was  worse  than  his  bite ;  for, 
although  he  began  by.preaohing  extermi^ 
nation  and  fire  and  sword— [Mr.  Boxbuox  : 
No  I]  Well,  if  he  did  not  directly^  preach 
extermination,  he  had  left  it  to  be  infbned 
that  that  was  the  best  treatment  to  follow 
with  r^ard  to  man  in  his  savage  state. 
But  he  finished  by  snggesting  tiie  more 
salntary  and  humane  remedy  of  Native 
cottages  and  allotments.  He  thought  that 
this  country  incurred  great  responsibility 
in  dealing  with  the  Native  races  in  its 
dependencies— whether  blaok,  brown,  or. 
white.  It  certunly  was  not  what  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  called  extending  the 
happiness  of  mankind  to  b^in  by  exter- 
minating a  race  which  had,  at  all  events, 
the  rights  of  ULat  possession.  If  the  House 
adopted  the  theory  of  extermination  they 
would  be  going  baek  to  the  example  of 
tiie  Spaniuds,  whose  method  of  ecuonis- 
ing  the  New  Vwld  obtained  tiie  execra- 
tion of  mankind.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  talked  of  tiie  NaittTe  raees  of  New 
Zealand  as  wild  animals,  and^soid.  aat 
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of  all  wild  animals  man  was  the  worst. 
Bat  what  were  the  people  of  this  oouotiy 
1,000  years  ago?  What  were  the  High- 
lands of  Sootland  so  late  as  even  as  120 
years  ago?  Thoe  vera  people  to  be 
fbond  then  who  said  that  massaere  was 
the  only  thing  fbr  tiie  ffighlanders,  who 
were  deemed  incapable  of  ointization  and 
a  corse  to  their  neighbours.  They  had 
all  heard  of  the  massacre  of  Glencoe  in 
which  that  policy  had  been  carried  out. 
Civilization  had,  however,  been  carried 
into  those  districts,  and  now  the  High- 
lands were  as  orderly  and  drilized  as  any 
other  part  of  the  Briti^  dominions.  The 
qaestion  whether  certain  races  were  capa- 
ble of  civilization  or  not  was  iU-fitted  for 
disonssioa  in  that  House ;  but  it  could 
hardly  be  said  that  an  experieoce  of  thirty 
years  was  long  enough  to  justify  them  in 
stigmatizing  the  Maori  race  as  incapable  of 
civilizatuMi.  He  quite  agreed  in  the  policy 
adTocated  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Taun- 
ton, and  adopted  b^  the  OoTeznnnnt.  He 
thought  tiiat  the  injodunoos  inter&renoe 
of  t^  Imperial  GoTemment— and  a  Oo> 
Temment  12.000  miles  iM  conld  hardly 
help  interfering  iiiiadioioa8ly--had  done  a 
great  deal  of  mischief.  In  the  first  place, 
.  tiie  capital,  by  the  mistake  of  a  Qovem- 
ment  official,  had  been  placed  in  the  very 
worst  possible  place,  and  where  it  would 
be  certain  to  cause,  sooner  or  later,  an  out- 
break among  the  Natives.  He  approved 
the  policy  now  about  to  be  carried  out  to  a 
certain  extent,  of  making  the  colonists 
fight  their  own  battles.  He  believed  it 
would  incline  then  to  a  peaceable  policy. 
He  could  not  agree  in  the  assumption  that 
the  colonists  were  not  to  be  trusted  with 
the  Katave  race.  We  had  no  right  to  say 
that  the  people  who  went  out  from  among 
ns  to  settle  in  a  distant  Eiwlish  colony 
were  not  as  humane  as  oarselres.  Ca^m 
turn  ammoM  mtUant  trmt  iMr«  ettmtnt. 
Still,  when  two  parties  of  nearly  equal 
strength  lived  side  by  side,  they  were 
more  likely  to  keep  the  peace  than  if  one 
possessed  the  vast  preponderance  which 
Imperial  aid  gave  it.  He  believed  that 
the  present  policy  of  the  Qovemraent  gave 
a  better  chance  to  the  finest  Native  race 
across  whose  path,  for  good  or  for  evil,  our 
expansive  destiny  had  ever  carried  us. 

Loan  ALFEED  CHURCHILL  said, 
that  the  Ministry  of  New  Zealand  bad 
been  nettled  by  an  apparent  charge  made 
against  them  bypersons  in  this  country, 
and  also  by  Her  Majeaty's  represen- 
tative,  that  they  were,  by  opposing  him 
Jfr.  Cm* 


•  promotbg  war.  He  repudiated,  on  their 
part,  any  each  wish  or  intention.  He 
was  one  of  those  who  regarded  rebel- 
lion as  only  a  misnomer  for  bad  Govern- 
ment He  thought  that  the  whole  of 
the  evils  which  had  arisen  in  tibe  ciduty 
vete  owing  to  oar  ignorance  of  the  true 
motives  and  oharaoter  of  the  Natives.  He 
held  in  his  hand  a  pamphlet  written  by  a 
rev.  gentleman  who  had  investigated  uiis 
subject,  and  was  eminentiy  qualified  to 
give  an  opinion  upon  it.  The  writer,  in 
describing  the  King  movement  in  New 
Zealand,  related  a  oonversation  which  took 
place  amongst  the  Native  chiefs  in  which 
William  Thompson,  one  of  the  principal 
chie&,  urged  the  necessity  of  nuuntaining 
peace  and  good  order  among  the  Natives, 
and  said,  "  I  want  order  and  law."  The 
Natives  thought  that  a  King  would  end  all 
these  iUs.  The  sentiments  of  the  Nativea 
in  the  beginning  of  the  King  movement 
were  altogether  &voarabIe  to  peace.  We 
had  almost  succeeded  in  onuhing  that 
movement,  and  when  we  had  en^ely 
succeeded  it  would  be  foond  to  be  the 
worst  possible  thing,  both  for  the  Na* 
tives  and  for  tiie  colonists  themselves. 
Oovemors  of  colonies  were  too  much  in 
the  habit  of  running  their  heads  against 
anything  in  the  shape  of  opposition  to 
their  wishes,  and  upon  that  point  a  very 
strong  opinion  had  been  expressed  in  the 
case  of  Colonel  Qore  Browne.  The  Na- 
tives said  of  that  Governor  that  he  wanted 
everything,  earthly  and  heavenly,  and 
they  wondered  why  he  did  not  com- 
mand the  sun  to  shine  and  the  rain  to 
fall  upon  him  alone.  He  hoped  it  was 
now  thoroughly  understood  that  the  policy 
of  Mr.  Weld  ^onld  be  the  future  policy 
of  the  colony.  The  first  movement,  on 
the  part  of  the  Natives,  for  preventing 
the  sale  of  lands  was  wrong;  bat  if  we 
had  subsidized  the  £in^  and  come  to  an 
arrangement  with  him,  that  Soic  tiie  fiitore 
he  sbonld  be  a  party  to  the  sal^  the  lands 
might  have  beni  handed  over  to  the  oolo- 
nists  without  trouble.  He  thought  it 
posftible  that  something  of  the  same  kind 
might  still  be  done.  Of  course,  it  was 
not  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Cardwell)  to  do  more  than  to  recommend 
this  policy.  He  trusted  in  the  interest 
of  this  country,  which  had  paid  laigely  for 
troops,  in  the  interest  of  the  oolonisfcs 
themselves,  and  in  the  interat  of  the  Na- 
tives, who  wished  to  live  in  perfect  peace 
with  their  neighbours,  that  the  poUcy  <tf 
Mr.  Weld  woold  be  the^^olicy  of  the 
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LoBB  STANLEY  said,  he  did  not  know 
whether  there  was  very  mnoh  nee  in  gmng 
expresnon  on  this  ocesaion  to  any  ttieory 
of  cokmuatifHi.  Theories  were  generally 
amusing  and  sranetimee  nsefdl,  but  facts 
were  atabbom  things,  and  what  ma  about 
to  happen  in  New  Zealand  would  follow, 
totally  imapeotiTe  of  any  t^nums  which 
hon.  MembOT  might  entertain,  or  of  any 
theory  which  th^  mi^^t  lay  down  in  that 
House.  It  waa  quite  idle,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  talk  of  the  policy  of  extermi- 
nating the  NativeiB,  though  he  did  not 
understand  the  hon.  and  learned  Qentle- 
man  (Ur.  Boebuck)  to  adTOoato  that  He 
did  not  think  that  was  a  practicable  policy, 
becanae  at  this  ■  moment  we  had  not  suc- 
ceeded even  in  putting  them  down ;  and 
it  was  equally  idle  to  talk  of  peace, 
beeause  ihe  Kataree  were  in  amu  against 
OB,  they  had  the  advantage  of  a  very 
strong  oountey,  their  blood  waa  up,  they 
had,  on  the  whole,  suffered  less  inconve- 
nienoe  from  war  than  our  oolonists, 
and,  whatever  our  opnion  might  be  about 
tiie  origin  of  the  war,  it  waa  quite  plain 
that  there  was  noUiing  now  fbr  it  bat  to 
medce  it  dear  to  both  partiea  that  the 
Enn^eana  had  force  upon  their  side.  He 
did  not  aee  any  advantage  now  in  going 
into  the  question  of  Maori  civilisation  or 
the  future  progren  of  the  race.  This 
much  he  took  to  be  certain,  that  long 
before  the  war  they  were  as  a  race  greatly 
diminished  in  number,  from  causes,  as 
had  been  variously  explained,  more  or 
lees  permanent  in  their  operation,  and 
when  this  war  came  to  an  end  the  same 
process  would  go  on,  and,  as  in  similar 
eaaee,  the  race  would  disappeu.  That  he 
beliered  had  happened  in  every  case  in 
which  civilized  cokmists  had  come  into 
contact  with  aav^ee  of  difforent  races.  It 
was  not  neeessarily  a  queation  of  violence 
or  expulsion  fhnn  lanos ;  but  the  Katives 
oonld  not  bear  the  change  of  habits ;  they 
could  not  refrain  from  drink,  whidh  was 
brought  within  their  readu  That  waa  a 
temptation  which  ihej  oonld  seldom  rea&at 
Then  their  mode  of  fighting,  barbarous 
aa  it  waa,  served  to  keep  them  in  the 
practice  of  manly  exercises  and  habits; 
and  it  had  been  found  in  various  parts 
where  whatever  waa  posrible  had  been 
done  for  the  protection  of  tiie  Natives, 
that  their  old  habits  being  put  an  end 
to,  work  being  odious  to  them,  and  all 
their  former  oi^aniaation  and  discipline 
bmng  loa^  tiiey  gradually  d^nerated  and 
died  out        no  airignaUe  caoae.  So 
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much  for  the  fhture  prospecte  of  the  race. 
But  there  was  one  remark  which  he 
wished  to  make  upon  the  cause  of  the 
war,  because  with  regard  to  that  the 
opinion  commonly  entertained  invdved  a 
fiUlacy.  It  was  said  that  the  daaira  of 
the  oolonista  waa  to  oompel  the  Natirea  to 
sell  their  lands,  whether  fbay  woidd  or 
not.  Now,  as  for  as  he  had  been  able  to 
learn,  that  had  not  been  the  case.  What 
the  coloniato  t^med  was  quite  difGraent. 
The  Natives  claimed  a  right  to  prevent 
any  member  of  the  tribe  from  selling  his 
share  of  the  land.  The  colonists  objected 
to  that,  for  they  said  it  amounted  to  a 
perpetual  entail  of  the  land  upon  the 
tritws,  and  to  a  perpetual  exclusion  of 
the  colonista,  and  as  no  such  appropria- 
tion would  be  allowed  in  Europe  there 
was  no  reason  why  it  should  be  allowed  in 
New  Zealuid,  They  did  not  ask  that 
any  man  should  be  expelled  from  his  land 
against  his  will,  but  sim|dy  that  he 
should  not  be  prevented  by  his  own  ooun- 
trymen  from  selling  if  he  desired  to  do 
so.  That  seemed  a  reasonable  demand, 
and  the  more  so  because,  from  the  cir- 
oomitanoes  of  New  Zealand,  the  Nativea 
could  have  no  use  for  the  vast  quantity'  of 
land  which  they  now  possessed.  If  uiey 
were  a  hunting  community  the  ease  might 
be  different,  but  in  New  Zealand  not  more 
than  a  three-hundredth  or  four-handredth 
part  of  the  land  was  occupied  by  the  Native 
tribes,  nor  was  the  remainder  put  to  any 
use.  But  the  practical  queeUon  was, 
what  were  we  now  to  do  ?  And  upon  that 
point  it  seemed  that  the  course  of  evente 
was  bringing  to  a  very  nearljr  umilar 
conclnmon  those  who  most  entirdy  dif- 
fered upon  the  merito  of  the  case.  He,  for 
one,  felt  very  strongly  last  year  upon  the 
proposal  to  guarantee  uie  loan.  He  objected, 
because  tiie  form  of  asustance  proposed 
appMred  more  inconvenient  and  objec- 
tionable than  any  other.  What  we  had  to 
do  generally  was  to  satisfy  ooiaelTea  that 
all  tiiat  the  ooloniata  oould  do  in  their  own 
behalf  had  been  done,  to  continue  such 
tomporary  help  as  they  needed,  seeing  at 
the  same  time  that  it  was  kept  down  to 
the  lowest  point,  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary,  and  that  it  was  given  with  the 
warning  that  similar  assistance  would  not 
be  repeated  after  the  tormination  of  those 
hostilities.  He  was  of  opinion  that  in- 
justice had  been  done  to  the  oolonisto 
in  the  idea  which  waa  current  that  there 
waa  a  laige  party  in  New  ^e^and  wlw, 
from  interasted  mot'  "*  ' 
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tin  oonttntiaaM  of  tin  wtf.  No  dmbt 
titore  mn  a  few  pexsons  of  that  doBorip- 
tioii.  Bntlti 

wbatwto  lost  1^  tiie  wh(^  oommnmty 
nd  lAat  vas  gunad  by  a  fer.  and  how 
diAfant  wonld  be  tha  eonoiiHum  at  which 
tiuj  ihoold  arrive.  The  belief*  thatefore, 
that  tiiere  vu  a  deora  ea  die  part  of  tha 
eohittiita  to  keep  np  tha  war  ia  inder  that 
they  might  pmt  by  Imperial  ezpendittue 
W8B  not  welL  fonnded.  The  mattw  wai 
one  ttf  comiderabk  difflovlty*  and  one  in 
which  a  great  deal  mnit  be  left  to  the 
disoretion  of  the  £xecatiTe.  But  there 
was  one  thing  whidi  he  hojped  would  not 
be  done,  and  that  was  to  give  to  the  Go- 
TerDor>  whoeTer  he  might  be,  an  authority 
with  r^ard  to  the  KatiTei  ind«a»ndent  of 
the  control  of  hii  responable  adriecrs.  It 
night  ba  a  good  thing  or  a  bad  thing  in 
itidf  that  he  ihould  have  it,  but  having 
to  eoualt  them  npen  all  other  matters, 
and  fhsnfete  vpon  qneiti<ma  eonneeted 
witii  the  war,  it  wia  ^vito  oertaia  that 
any  Moh  divirion  of  dn^  ooald  only  had 
to  ^iptttee  aad  iU-feehog  between  the 
Goremw  and  his  adriaen,  and  that  was 
almost  worse,  if  portable  than  endeavoor' 
ing  to  manage  the  war  by  snperriiion  from 
thu  country.  The  principlo  to  be  adopted 
seemed  to  him  to  be  this,  "Limit  your 
aid  as  much  as  possible,  withdraw  it 
as  soon  as  yon  are  aUe,  remind  the 
colonists  that  you  do  not  hold  yourselves 
bound  to  give  them  military  assistance 
m  ftitare  cases,  bat  whOe  this  war  lasts 
leave  ttiem  as  free  as  poanble  to  deal  with 
questions  that  arise,  and  to  oarry  on  and 
end  Ae  war  in  thrir  own  way." 

Loas  ROBERT  CECIL  thought  that 
some  remarks  which  had  fallen  froa  his 
noble  friend  were  oshwiktad  to  sive  false 
ideas  of  iriut  ^  KatiTas  xauLy  oom- 
jdained  of  with  napeot  to  the  land  ques- 
tkm.  Hk  noble  Iriond  laid  that  what  tha 
eoIoaSats  fett  agniaved  at  was  that  the 
BUivB  tribes  womd  not  allow  individual 
Katives  to  sdl  tbc^  land  to  individual 
settlerB.  But  the  indivldmd  If atives  had 
no  land  to  s^.  Th«  land  was  held  in 
common  by  the  whole  tribe,  and  an  iodi- 
vidoid  Kative  had  no  mm  right  to  sell 
his  sh8t«  witbeut  asking  his  tribe  than  an 
indiridrnd  oottn<mer  had  in  Eng^d  to 
Mrve  his  bit  oat  <tf  the  oMomen  and  sdl 
it  witiiont  oMttnltisg  Oe  raat  of  the  fre»- 
Koldm.  The  oomphdnt  of  the  settlers, 
tfaerrifottt,  was  vhoUy  «ijast>  for  they 
iMk«  ading  that  the  iadividiuL  Kativaa 
ahonU  have  a  powtt  iridoh  Ura  If atin 


law  did  not  allow  them  to  hate.  Hia 
noble  Frisod  vuf^t  say  <hat  this  wis  a 
bad  tenure  of  hmd,  and  a  felse  doctrine 
in  politioal  eoonoi^ ;  but  sonnd  doetrinea 
of  politioal  eomomy  on  this  point  were 
not  put  into  tiie  schedule  ci  the  &eaty  of 
Waitanga,  vriiich  hedged  tha  heiumr  of 
the  SoveieigB  of  these  isahu  that 
righto  which  Kattves  then  poasaaeed  in  the 
land  should  be  secured  to  them,  ffis  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  (Mf.  Boebuck)  re> 
garded  this  treaty  wiui  wmtempt,  appaf 
rently  thinTring  that  promises  were  less 
binding  when  made  to  the  ignorant  and 
the  rude ;  bat  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  for 
his  own  sake  his  hon.  and  leaned  Friend 
had  not  often  been  under  the  necessity  oS 
interpreting  his  own  promises  to  the  igno- 
rant and  the  rude.  Cortain^,  there  were 
few  interpreters  of  public  law  besides  his 
hon.  and  learned  Fnend  who  would  me^ 
sure  the  saeredness  of  Englaiid's  pledge  by 
the  weakness,  the  ignOTaae^  w  the  bar- 
bariam  of  the  Fbwer  with  whidi  she  eo&- 
traeted  the  pledge.  His  noble  Frieodt  too^ 
had  jostified  the  demands  of  the  settUn 
upon  grounds  of  espadiou^,  entitefy 
ignoring  the  obligations  hj  which  tha 
settlers  and  the  Qovemment  were  bonnd, 
sad  which  were  quite  wart  from  any 
qnestiim  of  expediency.  As  to  the  polioy 
recommended  by  Mr.  Wrid  to  the  ^ulia- 
ment  of  New  Zealand,  and  accepted  by 
the  right  hoa.  Qentleman,  thoe  had  been 
a  i^eneraland  a  fortnnato  oononrraioe  of 
opmion.  Xow,  he  was  not  often  given  to 
deecant  on  the  meriU  of  right  him.  Gentle* 
men  on  the  Treasnty  Bench,  bat  he  must 
ny  that  he  quite  ooncnrred  in  the  gwteral 
approval  e^ressed  of  the  manly  and  oon* 
sistent  pdicy  adopted  in  tiiis  inttaaoe  by 
the  Oolbnial  Secretary.  S»  wanted  to 
point  out,  howen^  tiut  in  this  pcdicy 
then  Inxked  a  duger  to  tin  irativea 
against  wfaidi  the  Imperial  Govammoit 
w«e  bowd  to  guard.  31^  had  heud  a 
good  deal  about  self-government  Now, 
he  Aonld  interpret  eelf-govemment  to 
mean  the  government  of  one's  selC  hut  it 
seemed  to  be  interpreted  as  meaning  the 
government  of  other  people — that  u  to 
say,  the  govonnent  of  40,000  ooloared 
men  by  60>000  or  70,000  whites.  This 
intepretation  was  now  to  be  brought  to  a 
practical  test  by  withdrawing  our  tre<^ 
and  by  giving  to  the  Leoal  Geverwent  of 
Kew  Znland  absolute  power  ca  questions 
of  Native  p(dioy,  and  by  thus  pteoing  the 
Natives  et^iii^  aft  the  aunny  of  the  e»- 
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irliid^  flu  iraaat  poUoyj  betniM,  irliat- 
erer  laws  ymi  panedf  IniB  ookaiBts  had  it 
in  thdr  pomr  to  prodnee  at  my  time  a 
lomdh  between  the  KatiTOi  and  the  Eng- 
Ikh  GoTernment,  and  when  thie  wu  done 
til*  onlj  ffiffiannce  between  the  policy  of 
protsetum  and  tiie  polioy  of  indepoidence 
was  that,  in  the  one  oaie,  the  whole  power 
of  the  Britiih  Empire  was  arrayed  against 
the  ITatives,  whereas,  in  the  other,  they  were 
left  to  etmnle  against  the  colonists  alone. 
Though  at  fuat,  therefore,  to  give  tha  co- 
lonists tiiis  power  might  like  an 
abandonmoit  of  the  Natires,  it  was  on 
the  whole  best  to  leave  the  two  races  face 
to  iaoe  to  settle  their  differences.  In  doing 
tikis  yoa  were  bound  to  leave  both  tuvtiei 
in  an  equal  poaition ;  but  his  noble  Friend 
seemed  to  lean  to  the  prcmosal  that  wa 
should  first  abeolutely  wtuh  the  Natives, 
making  them  powwless  to  stand  up  against 
the  coknista,  and  then  leave  them  &oe  to 
fiuw.  This  waa  aorety  not  the  best  wi^  ot 
aaouiing  the  ririits  of  the  Katives.  It  was 
to  be  htmed  tiiat  tito  eoloniits  would  be 
just  and  humane ;  bat  all  human  beings 
were  fidliUe,  eqwciaUy  thoae  who  saw 
oihen  in  the  posseseiMi  of  land  which  they 
desired  to  have  themselves.  It  was  desir- 
able  to  do  something  more  than  trust  to 
the  humanity  and  juatioe  of  the  settlers. 
A  more  effsetual  influence  would  probably 
be  their  foar  of  the  Kative  power,  and 
their  knowledge  that  the  Hwriee  were 
oapable  of  marring  Ihe  prosperity  of  the 
colony,  and  of  producing  great  oonfunon 
and  difficulty  among  the  settlers  them- 
selves. The  foroe  of  this  infloenoe  must 
not,  therefuce,  be  too  much  diminished ; 
the  colonists  must  not  be  placed  in  a  posi- 
tion in  which  they  would  be  able  to  do  as 
Uiay  liked  with  the  Natives  without  fear 
cf  tiie  omsequeneea.  He  approved  of  Ur. 
Wrid's  polioy,  bat  if  Hor  M^esty's  Govern- 
meat  ixifeeiided  to  follow  it  up,  tSiey  should 
'  do  so  without  delay ;  they  should  not  let 
the  war  liuger  on,  or  permit,  any  fiirttier 
than  th^  oGuld  help,  the  snlrjugation  of 
the  Native  race.  The  colonists  should 
have  a  good  and  defensible  frontier ;  but, 
runMubering  by  what  solemn  pledges  Her 
ICajesty's  Government  were  bound  to  see 
that  the  Native  r^hta  did  not  suffer  harm, 
he  thought  it  th^  duty,  now  that  ques- 
tions of  Native  policy  were  to  the  co- 
lonists, to  withdraw  ttie  power  of  England 
from  the  seme  of  oimflict  as  rapidly  as 
posnblo. 

ICn.  W.  £.  FOBSTBBHdd,  the  obaem- 
tiioaWtiwinfabLoidtttt  Membv  for 


Sing's  Lynn  (Lord  Stanley),  possessed 
much  weight  in  the  House  anil  tluonghont 
the  Britidi  dominions,  and  he  thought  the 
noble  Lord  miriit  wish  to  lecoiiader  tiie 
prinaple  he  had  laid  down  before  hie 
remarks  went  to  New  Zealand  with  aU 
the  weight  of  his  autiiority.  The  noble 
Lord  was  understood  to  say  that  the  Co- 
lonial Govemment  should  be  called  on  to 
do  all  that  they  ooold -do  in- their  own 
defenoe,  but  that  so  long  as  they  received  , 
armed  assistance  from  ^igland,  the  troops 
should  be  at  tiieir  disposal,  and  not  at  that 
of  the  Governor. 

Lord  STANLEY  explained  that  he  had 
not  intended  to  lay  down  any  general 
principle  for  the  conduct  of  fdture  colonial 
wars,  but  waa  ^teaking  only  of  what  was 
to  be  done  in  the  present  war.  The 
House  seemed  to  be  generally  of  opinion 
that  the  oohmists  should  not  be  led  to  eX' 
peet  military  assistance  from  England  in 
future  waza  of  the  same  kind  t  but  having 
been  parfaiers  in  getting  thnn  into  this 
trouble,  it  would  not  tw  fidr  to  desert 
them  (dtogether,  or  wholly  to  withdraw 
OUT  assiitanoe  tat  the  presrat^  and  the 
only  point  was  to  see  that  tiiat  asdstanoe 
was  reduced  to  the  abeohite  minimum  of 
what  was  neoeesary. 

Mb.  W.  E.  FOBSTER  said,  that  he 
was  glad  to  receive  this  explanation.  The 
principle  to  be  laid  down  was  that  the 
colonists  should  be  called  upon  to  do  what 
they  oould  for  their  own  defence ;  that,  on 
the  one  hand,  they  should  not  be  left 
to  shift  for  themselvee,  but  that  when, 
on  the  other  hand,  we  sent  out  troops, 
they  were  not  to  be  entirely  at  the  ^s- 
posal  of  the  Colmul  Government.  He 
tiiought  the  i^t  hon.  Gentieman  (Mr. 
Gardwell)  deserved  the  thanks  of  tiie 
House  and  of  the  oountry  fw  informing 
the  ocdonists  that  so  long  as  English  troops 
were  employed,  the  Ctovemori^  the  colony 
should  have  some  voice  in  the  conduct  ot 
the  war.  On  any  other  principle  of  policy 
we  nugfat  expect  these  wars  to  be  carried 
on  indeflnitely,  and  it  would  then  be  im- 
possible for  the  <%anoellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer to  produce  a  Budget  on  which  he 
oonldrfdy;  because  the  tu^es  of  the  oountry 
would  practically  be,  to  a  great  extent,  at 
the  disposal  of  ^ose  ova-  whom  this  House 
had  no  ^w«r  whatever.  If  they  gave 
the  colonists  the  enormous  poww  they  had 
hitherto  possessed,  it  mi^t  be  depended 
on  that  they  would  exeroue  it.  Had  not 
the  oolonisti  Mt  that  they  h«d  the  im- 
■Mue  fone  of  Brfi^z!»«|*^O^te 
3  0  3  ^ 
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they  would  never  have  pat  fonrerd  the 
demandB  which  they  made  on  the  Natires. 
Since  the  New  Ministry  in  New  Zealand 
now  found  that  they  bad  to  deal  with 
colonud  retonroee,  tiiey  had  abandoned 
the  extreme  demands  made  by  the  old 
HiiUBtry  on  the  Natires — saoh  as  that  for 
the  surrender  of  all  thdr  arms,  even  when 
thev  were  in  Uie  moontaiiu.  It  might  be 
weU  to  leave  the  management  wf  the  Na- 
tiTw  in  the  hands  of  the  eobmist^  and 
let  them  spend  thdr  own  mon«y  ud  em- 
ploy their  own  men.  They  womd  etmdnct 
uieir  a£hirs  with  as  ^;reat  care  and  wn* 
denoe  as  we  shonld  tf  we  were  in  th«r 
place. 

Ms.  KIKNAIBD  said,  that  he  was  glad 
that  tiie  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Sheffield  (Mr.  Boeback)  had  denied  the 
sentiments  which  his  speech  appeared  to 
many  Members  to  convey — namely,  a 
poli<7'  of  extermination.  If  he  bad  known 
something  more  of  the  Natives  of  New 
Zealand,  and  of  their  condact  during  the 
war,  be  would  have  seen  that  tiiey  were 
nndor  the  influence  of  Christianity  and 
dvilization,  and  he  never  wonldhave  made 
tiie  observations  which  be  had  given  ex- 
pression to.  It  waa  stated  in  the  official 
despatches  that  the  war  had  been  oon- 
dneted  on  the  part  of  the  Natives  much 
more  fike  a  war  ctf  dviliaed  people  than 
of  sanges.   

Mn.  CABDWELL  said,  Oat  the  whole 
oonise  of  the  debate  had  been  such  as  not 
only  to  call  fbr  grateful  and  cordial  ao- 
knowledgmrats  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment for  the  spirit  m  which  it  had 
been  conducted,  but,  what  was  of  greater 
importance,  he  could  not  bat  think  that  it 
would  have  great  weight  and  influence  in 
the  colony  now  endeavouring  to  enter  on 
a  new  course  of  policy,  in  inducing  the 
colonists  to  rely  on  their  own  resources 
for  great  exertions.  It  oould  not  but  be 
a  cause  of  great  enoooiagement  to  sach  a 
onnmnnity  when  th^  saw  their  affairs 
oooopying  bo  large  a  portion  of  the  atten- 
tion cf  the  House  of  Commons,  and  being 
disoosaed  in  the  spirit  and  temper  which 
had  been  displayed  in  Uie  diacnsnon  of 
that  evening.  It  waa  in  sncb  a  apirit  as 
he  now  alliued  to  that  ttie  hoax.  Member 
Air  Tannton  introdooed  the  qnestimi,  and 
such,  he  ventured  to  say,  was  the  spirit  of 
every  speaker  who  followed,  without  ex- 
cepting even  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Sheffield.  He  bad  had  the  pleasure 
and  advantage  of  that  hon.  Member'a  ae* 
qnaintanoe  for  twenty-five  yeai^  he  knew 


the  kindness  of  his  heart,  and  he  was  sure 
that,  when  be  denied  having  intended  to 
produce  an  impression  evidentiy  opposed 
to  the  fieelings  of  the  House,  he  was  speak- 
ing the  genuine  and  natural  aoitimaits  of 
his  heart  He  could  not,  however,  in  spite 
of  this,  fail  to  separate  himself  entiray 
from  the  proposition  and  general  prindple 
laid  down  and  enunciated  by  the  hon. 
Member.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  that  colonization  meant  ^^oe- 
session.  In  ao  island  whieh  eontnned 
many  milliona  isit  aeres  of  waste  land,  and 
(mly  abont  100,000  inhatntants,  divided 
equidly  between  the  two  raoee,  Soropean 
and  Maori,  it  appeared  to  him  that  tiiere 
was  «nple  room  for  the  extension  of  civU- 
ized  culture,  for  increased  habitation  and 
growth,  and  for  the  accumulation  of  pro- 
perty. There  was  ample  room  for  every- 
thing implied  in  the  honoured  name  of 
colonization,  without  any  necessity  for  dis- 
possession, for  both  races  to  grow  up  side 
by  nde.  If  any  abori^al  race  was  fitted 
to  {vofit  by  being  brought  in  oontact  with 
a  civilized  popi^tioo,  it  was  the  Mawi 
race,  which  be  trusted  would  be  long  pre- 
served to  mingle  their  blood  with  the  Euro- 
pean, and  he  hoped  that  their  descendants, 
to  the  latest  time,  would  oonstitnte  « 
living  record  of  the  advantagea  of  Bnropean 
and  EngUsh  dviliiation.  He  oould  not 
believe  with  his  l»m.  IVund  that  a  treaty 
was  to  be  called  a  fiuoe.  It  nugfat  M 
wise  or  not  to  make  a  treaty,  but  when 
once  a  treaty  was  signed  it  ought  to  be 
observed.  It  was  not  the  privily  of 
civilization,  in  the  &ee  of  an  inferior  and 
oninstructed  race,  to  break  your  treaties, 
to  call  it  a  farce,  and  saj  that  that  was 
the  advantage  which  oiviliaation  oonferred 
on  uncivilized  man.  Twenty  years  ago 
in  that  House  they  had  a  great  controvert 
upon  the  subject,  and  Lord  Derby  (who 
was  then  Colonial  Seoretaiy)  maintained 
the  principle  that  whether  wise  or  not,  in 
making  the  treaty  it  was  just  and  neoe»> 
sary  to  observe  it.  To  that  hour  that 
treaty  had  been  observed.  When  he  heard 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  speak  of  the 
Maories  as  vindiotive,  fiiitUess,  and  omd, 
and  t^e  noble  Lend  describe  them  as  n 
degenerate  and  ^ing  nm^— - 

Lord  STANLEY  e^^Uined  that  he  had 
said  that  that  was  the  general  tendency  of 
barbarian  races  in  Doantriee  paifly 
pied  by  civilized  pet^le. 

Mb.  CABDWEIX  maintained  that  soeh 
was  not  the  case  with  the  Maori  race,  and 
waa  ^  to  find  ^^|^^(S^|eot 
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hinuelf  assert  it.  When  he  heard  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Uember  for  Sheffield 
and  the  noble  Lord,  it  oocnrred  to  him 
to  aak,  what  was  said  of  the  Uaories  by 
the  gallant  British  soldiers  who  came  in 
ooUuion  with  them.  Did  they  call  them 
TindiotiTe,  fiuthless.  and  omel,  or  did 
ttiey  rogard  them  as  a  d^enerate.  and 
dying  out  raoe  ?  Tho  OoTemor,  in  lus 
des^Uohet*  said — 

"  Coloiwl  Greer  tells  me  in  a  iwiTate  letter  that 
DO  tlKni|[ht  of  Tieldini;  poweMsd  tlie  Nstirei,  but 
tbejr  fon^twith  deipentioo,  and  Then  at  length 
eompftlled  bx  the  bayonet  to  le«Te  treno^s, 
in  wbioh  they  left  more  than  a  tenth  of  their 
namber  dead,  It  waa  strange  to  see  them  slowly 
climb  up,  and  diadaining  to  ran,  walk  away  ander 
a  Are  tut  mowed  them  down,  some  halting  and 
firing  as  they  retired,  others,  with  heads  beat 
down,  itinoaUj  and  proodlr  raosiving  thdr  ineri* 
table  fiite." 

He  adds,  in  speaking  of  Bawiri,  their 
leader,  who  was  amongst  the  slain,  "  Poor 
Rawiri  was  a  brave  man,  and  behaved 
like  a  ohivalroos  gentleman  towards  me." 
This  was  the  vindiotiTe,  faithless  and 
cruel,  degenerate,  and  dying  race,  which 
ciTiUzaticm  was  to  extinguish  in  Kew 
Zealand.  The  Oorenment  hoped  for  bet- 
ter things.  From  the  time  of  the  victory 
at  Bangiriri  there  seemed  to  be  a  oheuige 
in  the  relations  between  the  Qovemor  and 
his  then  Ministers.  During  last  Season 
he  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  in  Uns 
ooontey  the  Colonial  Secrrtary,  and  he 
vas  impressed  with  tiw  ftding  Out  thai 
genttenuuL  was  a  stnigh^rward  and 
htmonraUe  man.  He  had  no  intoition  of 
imputing  any  impmpw  motives  or  intra- 
tions  to  the  New  &aland  Ministry ;  but 
the  foot  was,  that  differences  sprang  up 
between  them  and  the  Governor  at  the 
b^inning  of  last  year  in  respect  to  the 
proclamation  requiring  the  surrender  of 
arms  as  the  condition  of  peace,  with  regard 
to  the  confiscation  of  lands,  and  the  treat- 
ment of  prisoners.  It  so  happened  that 
when  these  differences  were  arising  in  New 
Zealand  that  Honse  and  the  Government 
took  into  their  earnest  consideration  tiie  af- 
fairs of  that  colony ;  and  any  tan  yrho  was  at 
the  trouble  to  examine  the  correspondence 
would  find  that  the  views  of  the  Qovemor  I 
vere  anticipated  in  the  instraotirau  whioh 
were  aent  to  him  frnn  hon^  uid  it  was 
A  very  fbrtnaate  oixonmstanoe  tliat  his 
views  should  have  reodved  that  sanction 
and  authority.  At  tiie  moment  when  the 
rnbjeot  of  wb  tnatment  of  tiie  prisoners 
was  caoaing  a  controversy  between  tiie 
Governor  and  his  Hioisters,  the  Hinne 
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Gorenunent  informed  him  in  the  plainest 
terms  that  the  pristmers  taken  in  a  war 
carried  on  with  10,000  of  the  Queen's 
troops  were  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  Go- 
vernor and  the  general,  acting  according 
to  their  disoreti<Hi,  and  not  in  mok  a  way 
as  would  tend  in  their  ojnnion  to  perpetu- 
ate the  hostility  of  the  Native  race,  and 
lead  to  the  omtinnation  and  eztauink  of 
tiie  war.  These  vdnminoas  dooameots 
were  chiefly  oeeuioed,  many  of  tibm,  wltti 
the  details  of  tmit  o<mtrovmy ;  but  into 
those  details  it  waa  not  their  budness  then 
to  entor.  He  Uiooght  it  waa  one  of  the 
most  satis&ctory  features  of  Colonial  Go- 
vernment that  when  the  Governor  of  New 
Zealand  called  the  Assembly  together,  in- 
stead of  occupying  their  time  with  a  vain 
and  idle  discussion  as  to  who  was  right 
and  who  was  wrong  in  a  long  series  of 
past  controversies,  they  immediateW  en- 
tered in  the  same  spirit  which  that  House 
had  shown  that  evening  into  the  disonssion 
of  that  whioh  it  was  just  and  expedient 
to  do  for  the  ftiture  welnre  of  the  colony. 
A  new  Adminutration  had  been  formed 
upon  j»inciples  described  by  the  Governor 
as  being  in  conformity  witii  the  instruc- 
tions which  he  had  received  from  home. 
That  meant,  no  donbt»  tiiat  those  prinoipks 
were  not  in  antagcmism  to  bisinatmotions, 
beeanse  they  went  much  fhrther  and  made 
^eeifio  propoaals  of  thor  own.  ^le  Be- 
solutvHis  passed  by  the  Assembly  were 
before  the  Honse,  and  oontained  m  the 
papers  now  on  the  table.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Taunton  had  asked  him  to  state 
distinctly  what  was  the  pecuniary  relation 
between  the  colony  and  the  motiier  coun- 
try. It  would  be  impossible  to  state  it 
more  distinctiy  than  was  done  in  tiie  pa- 
pers  before  the  House ;  but  he  might  say 
there  was  do  doubt  as  to  this,  that  the 
former  arrangement  which  enabled  the 
colony  to  command  the  services  of  a  large 
force  of  the  Queen's  troo|>s  on  paying  a 
merely  nominal  eonkibntion  towards  the 
expense  incurred  for  that  fwoe  was  to  be 
at  an  end.  Her  U^es^a  Gh>Ttfnment 
had  expressed  its  anticipstum  that  in  ao- 
o^ting  tiie  Imperial  gnarantee  foot  the 
loan  the  colony  would  luke  a  substantial 
ecmtribntion  towards  the  militanr  chaigea. 
The  Assonbly,  as  ha  nnderstood,  had  not 
aoeepted  the  guarantee  for  the  lean,  and 
sufiicient  time  had  not  yet  elapsed  to  enable 
it  to  be  known  here  what  definite  arrange- 
ment the  Assembly  had  made.  But  the 
Home  Government  knew  the  arrangement 
it  waa  disposed  to  make.  It  would  expect 
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that  if  tiie  odoay  sboaldoantuiiie  to  teoeiTe 
firom  thu  oomttry  any  aaneUnce  of  an  Im- 
perial kind,  mdi  a  eontnbntion  as  the 
House  ondentood  last  Seadon  would  have 
to  be  proTided  for  by  the  oolouy  would  in 
that  eaee  have  to  be  made.  That  was  the 
annrer  wbidi  ha  waa  able  to  give  the  hoo. 
ICember  for  Taunton.  With  r^ard  to  their 
policy  for  the  future,  it  was  certainly  a 
most  happy  oonourrence  ot  public  affuia 
which  had  brought  to  the  lame  mactical 
oonolunon  the  hon.  Member  for  Taunton, 
the  great  friend  of  colonial  independence, 
and  the  hon.  and  liMmed  Member  for 
Sheffield,  the  hon.  Mnnber  £«  Uaidstone, 
and  other  hon.  Friends  of  hia  who  had 
usually  advocated  oj^mite  views  on  that 
question.  He  nneerely  beUerod  that  that 
which  had  been  the  uniTttsal  sentiment 
apparently  in  New  Zealand,  and  eertainly 
in  this  country,  was  recommended  by  the 
dootrinee  of  Mund  sense  and  practical  ex- 
poience.  The  real  state  of  the  case  was 
this: — A  rery  small  body  of  NativeB. 
stated  in  &ese  papers  by  a  competent 
witness  at  not  mnch  more  than  3,000  men 
altogether,  had  been  in  arms.  He  would 
not  pledge  himself  to  that  estimate  of  ^eir 
number,  because  he  had  no  precise  data 
on  the  point ;  bat  certainly  in  oomparison 
with  the  amount  of  troops — 20,000-^who 
had  been  brought  against  them  the  Kaon 
force  had  been  extremely  small,  ^erer- 
thelesB,  with  a  la^  proportion  of  the 
Natires  fnendlT  towards  us,  we  had  not 

SBt  Bucoeeded  in  extinguishing  the  rebels 
on.  I(  then,  it  amund  that  the  war 
was  dying  out,  and  if  we  withdrew  10,000 
Queen's  troops  hoax  the  ocdony,  and  inti- 
mated our  df«re  no  longer  to  continue  to 
be  the  instnunents  of  perpetuating  the 
war,  we  might  then  safely  reckon  that 
tbere  would  be  no  war  poboy  pursued  in 
Kew  Zealand.  He  did  not  beliere  that  if 
we  were  to  exert  ourselTCs  to  Uie  utmost, 
and  to  send  out  more  reinforcementa  of 
men  and  larger  sums  of  money,  it  would 
be  possible  for  us,  lo<ddng  at  the  extent  of 
the  forests  and  morasses,  which  eonatituted 
tiie  great  strwgtfa  of  the  Natives  in  aims 
against  us,  to  completely  reduce  them.  That 
which  he  believed  would  be  ao  impracti* 
cable  fbr  us  he  did  not  think  the  otuonists 
would  have  the  desire  or  ambition  to  at- 
tempt when  our  troopa  were  with^wn. 
H»  mnpathiaed  heartily  with  those  hon. 
Uembera  who  said  that,  whatever  diife- 
lenoea  the  Govamw  might  have  bad  wiUi 
hia  Hiniatns,  and  wlutever  differences 
might  raist  on  questiona  of  policy,  they 
lepudiated  altt^ther  any  idea  oof  atfaibut- 
Mr.  (MM 
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ing  to  their  colonial  A^low-iulrieotB  any 
sentiments  towards  the  K^ativae  whudi  th^ 
would  be  ashamed  to  have  attributed  to 
themselvM.  Let  them  give  to  the  ccdonista 
credit  for  the  same  just  and  generooa 
sentimenta  which  distinguished  English- 
men in  all  parts  of  the  world.  Let  titan 
believe  that  as  it  was  not  their  interest  ao 
neither  was  it  their  desire  to  opprese  the 
Native  race.  He  quite  agreed  with  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Kin^a  Lynn 
that  they  oould  not  suddenly  and  mstantly 
withdraw  their  support  from  the  odiony, 
and  if  any  serious  csmage  followed  sodi 
a  sudden  withdrawal  oi  it  great  blame 
would  be  justly  cast  on  the  British  Go- 
rernnmt.  Sut  let  thmn  withdraw  thdr 
troopa  oantioosly  and  gradually;  let  tiwm 
seriously  propound  their  policy,  and  not 
only  propound  it  by  WOTds,  but  by  actions, 
preparing  to  place  the  colony  in  a  state 
of  autonomy  and  self-government,  and 
leaving  the  colonists  to  establish  friendly 
and  kindly  and  oordial  relations  with  the 
Native  race.  Nobody  oould  have  the  op- 
portunity, as  he  had,  of  reading  private 
letters  and  communications  from  settlers 
in  New  Zealand  to  their  friends  and  re- 
latives at  home  without  seeing  that  an 
abundant  kindliness  and  an  overflowing 
generosity  existed  amony  many  persms  in 
the  colony  towards  the  Native  race.  Let 
the  House,  then,  aocept  the  policy  whi<^ 
Mr.  Wehl  and  hia  colleagnea  had  so  well 
propoaed  to  the  Colonial  Assembly,  whioh 
tiiat  body,  with  a  magnanimona  desire  to 
do  what  waa  for  the  good  of  New  Zealand, 
had  nnanimOBsIy  aj^noved,  and  which  ha 
believed  to  be  eouutent  with  the  leal 
interests  and  tba  right  fbeUngs  of  tiie 

oolonista.   

CoLOKxL  8YKE8  expresaed  hia  approval 
of  the  proposal  that  the  British  troops 
stationed  in  New  Zealand  for  the  safoty 
of  the  European  community  should  be 
under  the  control  of  the  representative  of 
Hot  Msgesty's  Govemnwat  and  not  undn 
tiuit  of  a  loeal  authority. 

UEDICJIL  OFFICERS  IN  UNIONS  (IRE- 
LAND).—RESOLUTION. 

Ms.MACSVOTnae  to  more  a  Beaela* 
tioD,  to  the  eflbet  ttat  Ite  Govenunent 
should  ad(^  that  part  of  the  Beport  of 
dw  Baleot  Committee  <rf  18M  wuoh  «e> 
eommended  them  to  take  into  eonaidarft- 
tiim  the  daims  of  behuid  to  a  grant  of 
half  the  charge  for  medical  oAoers  in 
Unions,  with  the  view  of  imtviding  for 
tiie  Muno  in  fat«^  •  wi,Q^^in 
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BagUod  and  Scotland.  The  boo.  Gentle- 
flaan  rofened  to  the  nieaaarea  whioh  had 
beui  adopted  ainoe  the  repeal  (tf  the  Corn 
Laws  for  plaoing  on  the  CoiuolidAted  Fond 
a  moiety  of  the  coat  of  criminal  proaeou- 
tions,  of  the  maintomnoe  of  conviota  and 
misdemeanant!,  of  the  BaUaiea  of  Union 
medioal  officers,  and  other  idiaxgef^  com- 
i^ainiDg  that  Ireland}  which  the  late  Sir 
Bobert  Peel  stated  must,  as  an  agricultural 
oountry,  £ael  the  effects  of  the  repeal  of 
the  Corn  Laws  mnoh  more  sererely  than 
England  or  Scotland,  had  not  yet  received 
the  same  justice  in  this  matter  as  those 
two  wealuiier  ooontries.  The  anticipation 
of  that  great  statesman  had  been  fiilly 
verified;  and  it  would  be  admitted  that 
Ireland  bad  been  nnde^ing  extensiTe 
depopulation  beeanse  it  was  no  longer 
possible  for  her  small  hmea  to  cultivate 
white  crops.  With  regard  to  medical  re- 
lief, at  the  time  Sir  Bobert  Feel  made  his 
pn^osal  the  Medical  Charters  Act  had  not 
been  passed.  When  he  was  introducing 
the  Bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  Com  Laws, 
Sir  Bobert  Peel  said  as  the  ohargee  parti- 
cularly preased  upon  the  landed  interest 
they  proposed  to  take  from  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  one-half  of  the  cost  of  medical 
relief  of  the  poor  in  England  and  Soot- 
land,  and  the  estimate  was  that  the  oha^ 
would  be  £100,000  a  year  for  England 
and  £U,000  a  year&r  Seotland.  Ireland, 
he  said,  was  under  a  separate  law,  and 
required  a  separate  oonsideiatiim.  Ha  con- 
tended that  uat  language  okoily  implied 
that  if  the  aystan  of  medical  relief  had 
been  the  same  in  Ireland  as  it  was  in 
England,  the  former  country  wndd  not 
have  bem  exdnded  from  the  Bnat  which 
he  proposed  for  the  latter.  The  farmers 
of  England  had  act  suffered  to  the  same 
extent  as  they  bad  in  Ireland  in  this 
matter,  and  the  same  reasons  which  ope- 
rated in  1846  to  place  this  as  a  charge 
on  the  public  treasury  were  equally  in 
force  at  this  moment.  It  was  proved  be- 
fore the  Canmiittee  which  sat  in  1858, 
that  a  sum  of  £63,000,  which  was  voted 
by  Parliament  in  1S46<7  and  the  three 
fdlowin^  years,  for  the  relief  of  the  rates 
in  Irelwd,  never  reached  that  country, 
beoanse  thoe  was  so  officer  there  who  was 
aware  that  it  was  his  duty  to  look  after 
the  mon^.  An  hmL  Frioid  of  hb  pro- 
posed to  add  to  his  Besdntion  a  reoom- 
meadtlHiaa  that  the  Consolidated  Eund 
■hoiUd  also  the  cost  of  the  ealaiies 
of  aohoolmaetera  and  mistressoe  of  nnitms 
in  Ireland,  as  was  alreadv  the  ease  in 
Engbud.   He  bod  thong^it  it  better  to 
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eenfine  bis  Uotion  to  fiie  exaet  reeom- 

mendation  of  the  Cnnmittee  of  1668,  bat 
be  had  no  Direction  whatever  to  the  pro- 
posed addition.  Last  ^ ear  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  said  that  he  sympa- 
thized with  him  in  his  object,  and  hoped 
that  he  might  be  able  to  induce  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  to  accede  to  his 
popoeal.  He  understood  that  the  right 
hen.  Baronet  bad  since  then  changed  his 
opinion  upon  the  sul^ject,  but  that  circum- 
stance would  not  lead  him  to  despair  of 
inducing  the  House  to  do  justice  to  Ire- 
land in  this  matter.  In  the  debate  of  lost 
Session,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  sng- 
gested  that  Ireland  eig(^ed  an  eqoiralent 
for  this  sum  in  the  pavmoit  of  the  con- 
stabulary force.  It  ougnt,  however,  to  be 
borne  in  mind  not  only  that  the  e^enae 
of  the  police  in  England  was  not  borne 
entirely  by  local  rates,  one  quarter  ctf  the 
cost  of  their  clothing  and  pay  —  to  tiie 
amount  of  £208,000  a  ^ear  —  being  de- 
frayed out  of  the  CouaoUdated  Fund,  but 
also  that  the  constabulary  in  Ireland  per- 
formed a  great  many  duties  which  w^ 
not  strictly  those  of  a  police  force.  In 
1856  or  1857  the  revenue  police,  which 
had  previously  cost  £50,000  or  £55,000 
a  year,  was  abolished,  and  its  duties  had 
since  been  discharged  by  the  constabulsiy. 
Some  Oentlemen  migbt  tbink  that  it  was 
premature  to  raise  this  question  while  a 
Committee  was  sitting  to  inquire  into 
taxation  in  Ireland ;  but  as  the  Commit- 
tee «l  1658  hod  alreodT  r^orted  in  &Tonr 

this  dun,  be  oomd  aee  no  sense  in 
asking  anotbor  Gmamittee  to  oemiae  the 
subject.  Wben  the  House  reoollected  the 
state  of  Irdand,  the  reasons  whiob  were 
given  by  Sir  Bobert  Feel  in  1846  for 
maluDg  these  grants,  and  the  desirability  of 
asaimilatingtiielawinEnglandand  Ireland, 
he  hoped  tb«t  it  would  agree  to  the  Besolo- 
tion  whioh  had  been  plaoed  on  the  paper. 

He.  HEm^ESSY  seconded  the  Motion. 

Amendment  prapoaed, 

Telean  ont  from  Ibo  word  "  Thai"  to  Om  sal  of 
the<lMitira,ia  Mder  to  add  Um  words'* in  Ae 
opiiik»D«f  tUs  HeoM,  H«r3Cqei^tOoMninwnt 
•boald  DOW  adopt  this  RsoonuiModatiDiu  of  ^ 
Salect  Committee  of  18fi8,  whioli  reconuneoded 
Her  MqettT*!  OorenmeDt  tot^  into  Mtniiden- 
tioatiMoljdiBsof  Irriaadtoa  Oraat  ef  tbs  hatf- 
eMt  of  MsdisBl  Ofloois  ia  Uakn^  with  the  *iov 
of  profiding  fiw  the  Mins  ia  &tan,  as  b  now 
the  practice  in  Eai^aod  sad  SooMud,"— (ifr. 

— ^instead  tbweot 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
{uropoud  to  be  leA  out  stand  part  of  the 
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The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
accepted  the  responsibility  of  the  Uotion 
about  to  be  made  by  Sir  Herrey  Bruoe  in 
addition  to  his  own,  perhaps  it  wonld  be 
preferable  for  him  to  discuss  both  Motions 
together.    He  would  at  once  proceed  to 
giTe  reasons,  upon  which  he  relied  with 
some  oonfidenoe,  why  his  hon.  Frioid 
should  not  ask  either  the  GoTemment  or 
the  House  to  give  a  d^nitire  egression 
of  opinion  upon  the  subject  at  present,  an 
opinion  which,  he  thought^  would  be  more 
prejudidal  than  adrantageonstothe  object 
fbe  hon.  Gentleman  had  in  Tiew.  'Vhe 
hon.  Oenflenuui  rested  his  lotion  upon 
two  ground^  one  being  the  recommei^a- 
tion  of  the  Committee  of  1868,  and  the 
other  being  that,  the  grant  from  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  which  he  sought  was 
already  given  to  England  and  Scotland. 
The  hon.  (Gentleman  foi^t  when  he  rested 
his  case  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  of  1858,  that  they  expressly 
passed  by  the  proposal  now  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Herrey  Bruce), 
having  reference  to  the  schoolmasten  and 
schoolmistresses.   And  again,  it  was  im- 
possible to  regard  the  recommendation  of 
that  Committee  as  being  in  any  way  con- 
clusive upon  the  subject,  for  of  the  five 
Irish  and  two  Engliui  Members  forming 
that  Committee,  one  Irish  and  two  Eng- 
lish Members  dissented  fkom  the  eoaudusion 
airired  at     the  four  Iiiah  Membna  who 
eompoeed  Ihe  majraify.   A  mq'orify  of 
one,  under  such  mrcnmstanoes,  could 
scarcely  command  much  weight,  and  the 
House  would  hardly  be  inclined  to  bow 
to  such  an  authority.    The  hon.  Gentle- 
man further  contended  that  the  grant 
ought  to  be  made  to  Ireland  upon  the  sim- 
ple ground  that  it  had  already  been  made 
to  England  and  Scotland.   But  if  that 
proposition  was  to  be  admitted,  how  could 
the  hon.  Gentleman  resist  the  claim  of 
England  and  Scotland  to  be  placed  on  an 
equali^  with  Ireland  as  to  other  grants 
from  the  Consolidated  Fund  in  aid  of  local 
taxation,  wherein  the  latter  country  had  a 
decided  advantage  ?   "Sb  could  assure  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  if  bis  proposition 
wcffe  established  England  and  Bwtland 
wonld  have  flie  best  of  the  bargain,  and  a 
very  heavybniden  would  be  imposed  upon 
Iretond.  The  hcoi.  Gentleman  had  referred 
to  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  the  Irish  con- 
stabulary was  paid  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fnnd,  but  counted  that  as  nothing,  because 
England  also  received  something  from  the 


(tind  under  that  head.  What  was  the  pro- 
portion each  received?  England,  with 
her  20,000,000  of  population,  received 
£208,000  from  the  fund  in  aid  of  the 
constabalary,  but  Ireland  with  a  popnla- 
tion  of  only  6,000,000,  received  £740,000. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  said  the  duties  of  the 
revenne  police  in  Ireland  were  now  dis- 
charged by  the  constabulary  at  a  saving  of 
£50,000.  for  which  they  were  entitied  to 
credit,  but  even  then  there  would 
the  sum  of  £690,000  in  &voar  of  Ireland, 
and  were  England  placed  upon  an  equal 
footing  in  tiit^  respMt,  she  would  leodive 
£2,600,000  in  aid  of  her  eonstabuluy,  in- 
stead of  £208,000.  TTnder  such  oircom- 
stanoes,  it  would  be  very  dangerous  fiv 
those  advocating  the  claims  of  Iruand  to  es- 
tablish the  principle  that  the  grants  to  both 
countries  should  be  equalized.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  these  were  considerations 
which,  under  all  circumstances,  ought  to 
preclude  any  fair  inquiry  into  the  matter; 
but  he  complained  ttiat  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  altogether  ignored  the  existence 
of  the  Committee  moved  for  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  the  Queen's 
County  (Colonel  Dunne),  which  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  relative  taxa- 
tion of  England  and  Ireland,  which  in- 
cluded the  subject  of  the  present  Motion. 
The  effect  of  the  adwtion  of  the  Motion  by 
the  Hons^  might  tw  to  foroe  Hot  Ma- 
jesty's Goromment  into  measures  possibly 
contrary  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  now  sitting.  Several  draft 
reports  had  been  put  forward  1^  that  Com- 
mittee, which  had  yet  to  make  its  complete 
report  on  the  general  subject.  It  would 
be  eminentiy  unwise  to  approach  a  parti- 
cular comer  of  this  question,  which  had  to 
be  considered  comprehensively  by  a  Com- 
mittee already  sitting.  It  would  certainly 
be  far  better  to  adjourn  any  discussion 
upon  the  subject  until  they  had  heard 
what  the  Committee  had  to  say  ap(m  the 
matter.  Although  the  decision  of  the 
Committee  would  not  be  binding  upon  the 
House,  yet  it  was  appointed  to  consider 
the  matter  as  a  whole,  and  it  wonld  there- 
fore be  better  fbr  the  House  to  leave  the 
question  in  thur  hands  for  the  presrat. 
There  waa  much  to  be  said  for  uw  con- 
struction placed  on  the  speech  of  the  late 
Sir  Robert  Feel  in  1846;  but  what  he 
asked,  was  an  opportunity  of  considering 
this  important  question  as  a  whole.  He 
himself  sat  on  the  Committee  in  1858, 
although  he  was  not  present  when  the 
Beport  was  drawn  up.   He  did  not  Uame 
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the  hon.  Oentleman  for  raiamg  the  ques- 
tion separately,  when  tiie  general  question 
was  not  raised ;  but  when  the  general 
question  was  raised  and  under  considera- 
tion, it  was  on  erery  ground  desirable  that 
Uiey  should  reserre  anj  prooeedings  they 
might  find  it  reasonable  to  take,  till  they 
had  the  whole  subject  before  them.  He, 
therefore,  submitted  to  the  House — and 
be  hoped  the  h<m.  Oentleman  would  him- 
self see  that  the  course  he  had  suf^gested 
was  the  prudent  one — not  to  solieit  an 
adTeiee  Tote,  tihe  effsot  of  which  would 
not  be  &ToarabIe  to  the  unfettered  consi- 
deration of  the  question  elsewhere. 

Mb.  HEimE3SY  observed,  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  instead  of  appeal- 
ing to  the  House,  had  appealed  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Sheffield,  whom 
he  regarded  as  an  enemy  of  Ireland,  hav- 
ing on  every  occasion  opposed  every  grant 
for  Ireland,  even  in  the  hour  of  her  direst 
misery  and  distress.  He  would  rather  the 
right  lion.  Gentleman  had  appealed  to  the 
Cmef  Secretary  for  Ireland,  who,  address- 
ing himself  to  this  very  question,  said,  last 
Session — 

**  If  the  OhanMUor  of  tlw  Exehsquw  ehote  to 
rsUer*  tbs  locwl  Uxatioo  of  Irslaiid  to  thtt  ext«nt 
of  this  £37,000  a  year  hj  paying  half  the  eott  of 
(be  dupeniary  oflken,  he  for  one  should  rejoice. : 
After  that  aunrance  on  hia  part  be  trusted  the 
htm.  Member  vonld  withdraw  his  lloUoo.'*  — 
it,aiuitard,  olzzr.  103.] 

The  Government  of  Ireland  was  in  the 
hands,  not  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, but  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  who 
said  the  Irish  Government  would  rejoice 
to  see  this  act  of  justice  done  to  Ireland. 
But  twelve  months  had  elapsed,  and  the 
act  of  justice  in  which  the  Irish  Govem- 
ntent  would  have  rejoiced  had  not  been 
carried  into  effeot.  Things  remained  pre- 
cisely as  they  were.  The  right  hon.  Oen- 
tleman now  said  the  Motion  was  not  with- 
drawn. Of  course,  not.  The  divisicm  was 
a  veiy  oloie  one;  the  GkiTcnintent  was 
nearly  defeated,  and  it  was  quite  possible 
the  diTinon  might  be  still  closer  to-night, 
because  since  then  many  Members  had 
been  atmok  with  tSie  fact  that  in  idl  these 
oases  the  same  story  was  told  by  the  Go- 
vernment True,  it  was  said  that  this 
charge  was  paid  by  the  State  in  England ; 
but  then  in  Ireland  the  oonstabida^  was 
pud  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund.  Why 
was  the  constabulary  so  paid  ?  Because  it 
was  a  military  force.  They  were  now  re- 
ducing the  military  establi^iment  in  Cork, 
Fermoy,  and  Parson's  Town ;  why  ?  Be- 
otose  tiie  imutabnlaiy  was  a  militazy 


force.  They  had  Enfield  rifles,  bayonets, 
and  drill ;  they  supplied,  in  point  of  faot, 
the  place  of  troops  in  Ireland,  and  when 
the  late  Sir  Bobert  Feel  proposed  to  pay 
the  oonstabnlaiy  out  of  the  public  purse  he 
justified  it  on  that  ground.  He  trusted  a 
majority  of  the  House  would  show,  by 
supporting  the  Motion  of  his  hon.  Friend, 
that  they  had  some  desire  to  do  justice  to 
Ireland. 

Ms.  KXATE.  although  feeling  eonm- 
derable  distmst  in  his  own  opinion,  must 
venture  to  say  a  few  words  against  the 
ailment  of  the  Chancellor  of  titie  Exche- 
quer. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  appeared 
to  put  this  question  too  much  on  a  compa- 
rison of  the  local  burdens  affecting  Eng- 
land and  Ireland.  He  could  not  see  that 
this  had  anything  to  do  with  the  question. 
If  there  was  an  Exchequer  in  England 
and  Ireland,  and  an  account  had  to  be 
taken  between  the  two,  it  might  be  said 
by  the  one  to  the  other,  "  You  don't  pay 
enough,  and  we  pay  too  much ;  "  but  the 
Exchequer  in  ^igland  had  assumed  a 
common  duty  towards  the  people  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  and  it  discharged  that 
duly  towards  tiie  jieople  of  England  in  a 
manner  in  which  it  did  not  discha^  it 
towards  bdand.  As  an  inducement  to 
those  who  had  the  control  over  the  local 
taxation  to  deal  liberally  with  the  poor, 
the  State  paid  one-half  of  the  cost  of  me- 
dical officers  in  England;  but  they  did 
not  so  act  with  re^^rd  to  Ireland,  whose 
poor  were  thus  excluded  from  the  benefit. 
He  would  not  enter  into  the  qifestion  of 
the  adjustment  of  taxation  between  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  but  the  Government 
onght  to  discharge  its  duty  in  the  same  way 
to  the  people  in  Ireland  and  England.  At 
any  rate,  if  these  charges  were  transferred, 
it  would  be  very  easy  to  adjust  the  balance 
by  imposing  exfan  taxation  upon  Iiidi 
spirits. 

Thi  CHANCELLOB  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER begged  to  explain.  He  bad  twice 
guarded  himself  against  asking  from  the 
House  any  definitive  expression  of  opinion 
on  this  Bubgeot  What  he  said  was,  tiiat 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  made  out  bis 
point,  because  if  he  referred  to  inequality 
of  treatment,  he  must  take  not  one,  but 
all  the  items  bearing  upon  the  question. 
It  was  part  of  a  large  question,  which 
had  been  expressly  and  unanimously  re- 
ferred by  the  House  within  a  few  days  to 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee. 

Mb.  WHITESIDE  thought  the  right 
hon.  Oeotlcmaa.  had  not  dMwJnstiee  to 
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himnlf  by  tiu  maiiasr  ill  wldeh  he  had 

dealt  vith  this  question.  The  ChanoeUor 
of  tibe  Exchequer  admitted  that  this  claim 
was  fortified,  first,  by  the  opinion  of  the 
]j»te  Sir  Bobert  Peel ;  ia  the  seoond  plaoe, 
by  the  Committee  of  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  himself  a  Member,  but  on 
which  he  had  neglected  to  TOte ;  nothing 
was  more  probable,  but  he  ought  to  have 
done  so.  He  nsTer  heard  anything  more 
iupoUtio  than  was  done  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  He  seleoted  by  name  the 
EogUsh  Members  who  had  voted  in  the 
Coouuttee  one  w^,  and  cimtraated  them 
with  the  Irish  l^raiberB  who  Toted  the 
(^podte  way.  That  wu  not  %  wise  pro- 
oeeding.  It  noned  to  torn  attentwn  to 
the  peraou  who  voted  rather  than  to  the 
aobstaiioe  of  the  thing  deeided.  The  right 
hem.  Gentleman's  ar^ment  vas  this  — 
there  was  a  deoinon  in  favour  of  the  Mo- 
tion, there  was  the  speech  of  the  late  Sir 
BobertPeel  in  itsfitvour;  bat  then  another 
Committee  might  undo  what  the  previous 
Committee  had  done,  and  as  one  dedsion 
was  not  enough  on  sooh  a  trifling  matter 
as  this  the  right  hon.  Gwtleman  recom- 
mended the  House  to  wait  for  the  decision 
of  another  Committee,  in  the  hope  that 
the  fnmer  decision  midit  be  reversed.  He 
trusted  his  hon.  Friaoa  vonld  not  with- 
draw his  Motion. 

Mb.  feel  sfud,  there  was  no  doubt 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  intro- 
duced tlw  Motion  bad  laid  great  stress 
npon  having  the  authwi^  of  a  Committee 
nr  his  proposition,  and  that  being  the 
case  the  Chanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
perfectly  jnstified  in  pointing  out  that 
that  Committee  -took  no  evidraoe  with 
respect  to  this  particular  question;  that 
the  Chairman,  though  this  point  was  in- 
cluded in  the  reference,  paMod  it  over  all 
t<^tber,  and  tiiat  of  the  e^^t  Members 
present  at  the  time  when  part  of  the  Be- 
wnt  was  adapted  only  fbnr  Members  voted 
fw  the  Motion  whiw  added  the  passage 
relied  on  by  the  hon.  Member.  It  was 
true  that  in  1846  half  of  the  ohuge  of  the 
medical  officers  and  of  tiie  salaries  of  the 
masters  of  wt^chouae  schools  was  trans- 
fened  ftom  the  looel  rates  to  the  Esti- 
mates, upon  the  ground  that  it  was  desir- 
aUe  that  the  Government  should  have 
•ome  conteol  over  the  a(fotntmfint  of  m*- 
dioil  offloers  and  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  schoohnastm  U  flwae  iok>olB  per^ 
fbrmed  their  duties ;  and  anothw  object 
was  to  give  some  relief  to  the  i^onltoral 
interest  in  view  of  the  oompetitioB  to  which 
Mr.  Whit$mi» 


it  was  saraosed  they  were  about  to  be 

exposed.  But  the  same  argument  could 
not  be  used  in  &vour  of  the  argument  of 
the  hon.  Member.  These  medical  officers 
received  emoluments  for  prescribing  for 
those  who  brought  dispensary  tickets  to 
them,  bnt  they  had  also  other  dutice  to 
perform,  and  were  paid  out  of  the  poor 
rates  for  vaccinating  poor  persrais,  and  for 
duties  oonneoted  with  the  r^iistration  of 
births  and  deaths.  The  proposal  was  that 
half  the  enudnments  th^  reoeived  for  a 
portion  of  their  duties  should  be  tram^ 
ferred  from  the  poor  rates  in  Ireland  to 
the  annual  Votes,  though  it  oould  not  be 
said  that  the  Poor  Law  Board  had  any 
conbol  over  them.  It  was  desirable  that 
Irahud  should  not  be  able  to  say  that 
was  denied  a  oeasnre  of  relief  whioh  wae 
affitrded  to  Ei^land  and  Scotland,  ud 
that  EngJIand  and  Scotland  should  not  be 
able  to  say  Ireland  received  assistance 
which  was  not  given  to  them ;  but  it  waa 
necessary  that  ^e  queetion  should  be  tiio* 
roughly  examined.  The  cases  in  which  aid 
was  given  out  of  the  FubUe  Exchequer  for 
expenses  properly  chai^eable  upon  local 
rates  were—ue  expenses  of  oriauaal  fwo- 
seeutinu,  the  maintenance  of  prisoners, 
the  grants  in  aid  of  poor  rates,  and  coo- 
tributaons  to  the  expenses  of  the  poHce. 
As  r^arded  the  two  first  heads,  all  three 
couotnee  stood  upon  the  same  footing. 
As  regarded  the  aid  given  towards  the  aa- 
lories  of  medical  officers  -and  mastert  of 
worlduHiae  sohoolsb  ib  was  tme  that  in 
England  and  Scotland  the  Esdieqnw  ioA. 
cantribute  to  those  expenses^  whcffeaa  it 
did  not  in  Irehmd ;  bnt  that  ineqnali^  was 
more  than  compensated  for  by  other  pay- 
ments only  made  in  favour  of  Ireland  on 
the  grant  of  upwards  of  £30,000  a  year 
for  the  hoepitals  in  IhibUn  and  certain 
county  expenses.  But  when  they  came  to 
the  expenses  of  local  police  the  state  of  the 
case  was  completely  reversed  to  the  advan- 
tage of  Ireland,  the  Government  oontribn- 
tion  to  the  ex|»enBe  of  the  oounty  and 
borough  polioe  m  England  and  Scotland 
being  one^burth,  while  Irehmd  had  the 
wh(&  of  her  constabulary  charge  defrayed 
out  of  the  public  pone.  It  was  no  answer 
upon  that  pinnt  to  say  that  the  eonstaba- 
luy  was  a  military  SROe,  tot  it  enabled 
Irdmid  to  dispense  widi  the  neoessitr 
wluoh  woold  otherwise  he  inevitable  w 
maintaining  a  eonnfar  and  borough  polioe, 
at  a  mat  of  no  less  than  £100,000.  There- 
fore, if  the  system  of  eqnal  treabnent  was 
to  be  applied  thronghoat  these  Inralehaige^ 
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Inland  wonld  be  charged  with  three  or 
four  timee  as  much  aa  ihe  would  be  re- 
liavedfrom.  The  reMon  for  not  determin- 
iog  the  qoestuoi  at  that  time  was  that 
there  waa  a  Committee  appointed  which 
would  take  up  the  queetion  with  the  whole 
tazaticm  of  the  eonntiy,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  adnaaUe  for  the  Hoose  to  adopt 
the  eonrBe  leoommeiStod  by  the  Chanoellw 
of  the  Exchequer. 

Question  pat,  "That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  1^  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question.*' 

The  House  tlimM: — Ayes  87;  Koes 
34:  Ufyorityd. 

DWELLINGS  FOR  THE  ITORKINO 

0LASSE8.-QUESTION. 

Ub.  AUGUSTUS  smith  said,  he  rose 
to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  Bath  (Ur. 
Tite)  as  Chairman  of  the  Westminster 
ImproTement  CommisnoDi  whether  auj, 
and  what,  st^  have  been  taken  by  the 
Commission  to  secure  the  erection  of 
buildings  suitable  for  t^e  accommodation 
of  the  Meohanio  and  Working  Classes,  of 
whose  dwellings  in  Westminster  so  wide 
a  clearance  has  been  made  by  the  proceed* 
ings  of  the  Oommission.  The  subject, 
suggested  by  this  notice,  was  one  which 
had  attracted  at  various  periods  a  good 
deal  of  attention  in  this  House.  The 
pro  purees  of  improTement  had  had  results 
which  seriously  affected  the  working 
classes,  for  their  residences  had  been  dis- 
placed from  time  to  time  to  an  extent 
which  inflicted  upon  those  classes  great 
loss  and  inconTcnienoe.  The  railroads 
not  only  in  the  outskirts  but  in  the  me- 
tropolis itself  produced  extensive  clear- 
ances; then  there  was  the  great  clearance 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Strand  for  the  new 
Courts  of  Justice ;  then  there  were  those 
clearances  which  had  been  made  on  Lord 
Westminster's  estate,  and  in  Uiat  case  he 
was  glad  to  hear  it  stated  in  the  House  a 
fow  nights  since  that  the  noUe  Uarqoess 
had  taken  measures  to  seenre  the  erection 
of  proper  reeidenoes  for  those  of  the  work- 
ing oUsses  whose  honsei  had  been  removed. 
If  any  duty  more  than  another  attached 
to  large  properUes  of  this  kind  which 
covered  a  large  area  it  was  in  his  (Mr.  A. 
Smith's)  opinion  4bat  of  building  proper 
dwellings  for  the  working  men  employed 
on  an  estate,  or  which  -wen  essential  to 
the  various  branches  of  trade  and  Udns- 
tiy  required  by  the  necesuties  of  tbe 


locality  itaelt  Then  they  beard  the 
otlier  night  of  another  considerable  dear- 
anoe  in  contemplation  near  Downing 
Street;  but  the  great  clearance  of  aU 
was  that  effected  some  yean  ago  by  the 
Commission  called  the  Westmi^ter  Im- 
provement Commiision,  which  projected 
a  ^reat  number  of  buildings  which  re- 
mained for  a  long  number  ^  years  alto- 
gether nntenanted.  Two  or  uiree  yoan 
a^  a  BiQ  was  introdnoed  into  that  House 
witii  nforadoe  to  that  Cmnmission,  whne 
a£birsw6re  in  astate  of  the  most  ineztrio- 
able  confusion.  A  new  Cnnmission  was 
constituted,  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bath  (Mr.  Tite)  was  appointed  the  Chair* 
man,  the  right  hon.  Glentleman  the  First 
Commissioner  justifying  the  introduction 
of  the  hon.  O^tleman  (Mr.  Tite)  as  an 
appointment  which  imparted  new  blood 
into  the  Commission,  and  which  that 
hon.  Member  himself  Justified  himself 
in  undertaking  as  having  considerable 
knowledge  of  arohiteoture  and  some  ac- 
quaintance with  the  principles  of  good 
Uste.  When  he  saw  the  west  point  of 
that  noble  Abbey  blocked  up  with  rows  of 
Brobdignan  buildings,  and  that  the  new 
street  when  finished  would  be  <aie  of  Uie 
dullest,  gloomiesty  and  most  Ingabrious 
streets,  he  could  not  see  much  der^opment 
of  the  arehiteetnral  principles  of  taste. 
As  far  as  he  could  see,  there  had  been  no 
care  displayed  by  the  Commission  to  do  that 
which  had  been  particularly  impressed 
upon  them  and  which  had  been  made  one 
of  the  chief  objects  of  the  improvements 
contemplated  by  the  Commission  itself  as 
specified  in  their  Act — namely,  to  keep  open 
as  much  as  possible  the  view  of  Westminster 
Abbey  on  the  south  side.  He,  however, 
hoped  their  attention  had  been  directed  to 
a  more  humble  and  practical  object  He 
(Mr.  A.  Smith)  had  attempted  to  get  the 
Bill  he  had  named  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  in  order  that,  among  other 
things,  th^  might  inquire  into  the  incon- 
renienoe  arinng  from  the  di^lacement  of 
so  laxgfi  B  nnmber  of  the  woriung  oLas- 
Bss.  A  large  number  of  those  dasses, 
espedally  such  as  wtm  in  the  Govemmffitt 
employment,  as,  for  instance,  polioemen 
and  postmen,  now  had  great  difficulty  in 
procuring  residences.  He  hoped  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  now  give  the  House 
some  account  of  what  oare  had  been  taken 
by  the  Commission  to  procure  buildings 
for  the  accommodation  of  tiioee  classes 
whom  the  Commission  had  displaced. 
Uk.  TITE  said,  he  was  afraid  that  at 
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present  all  the  Soord  waa  able  to  do  was 
to  facilitate  the  nodertaking  of  which  the 
hon.  Qentleman  had  spoken.  He  had  to 
■tate,  however,  that  an  enormous  mass  of 
buildings  had  been  erected  on  some  vacant 
land  by  the  liberality  of  a  private  indivi- 
doalf  Hr.  Gibbs — an  earnest  philanthro- 
pist, who  "  did  good  by  stealth  and  blushed 
to  find  it  &ine  '*-^n  which  residences  were 
I«DTided  for  the  working  classes  with  all 
possible  advantages  of  light  and  air,  and 
every  deoen<^  that  ought  to  belong  to  a 
vorking  man's  dwelling.  In  that  enor- 
moos  ^lU^g  the  working  classes  who 
had  been  displaced  by  the  Commission 
oould  find  accommodation.  When  Victoria 
Street  was  first  projected  as  a  great  public 
improvement,  certain  persons  undertook  to 
raise  £75,000,  on  the  condition  that  the 
Government  would  provide  £50,000 ;  and 
when  it  was  shown  by  examination  by  the 
proper  authorities  that  the  £75,000  had 
been  expended,  the  Government  furnished 
the  £50,000.  Subsequently  £30,000  more 
was  advanced  by  the  Government  on  the 
Beourity  of  the  rates  of  the  parishes  inte- 
rested, which  he  believed  would  ultimately 
be  repaid.  But  it  turned  out  that  the 
managers  of  this  great  scheme  had  been  so 
straitened  that  ttiey  had  mortgaged  all 
their  surplus  lands  for  no  less  a  sum  than 
£300.000.  and  that  they  had  also  issued 
debentorn,  vfaioh  he  believed  to  be  ille- 
gal, to  the  amount  of  £700,000  more.  The 
total  expenditure  had  betni  £1,200,000. 
In  tibat  state  of  things  the  whole  affair 
eame  to  a  stondstill,  no  land  could  be  sold 
or  let  for  no  title  oould  be  given.  A  few 
years  since  a  new  Act  was  procured,  and 
he  was  requested  to  accept  the  Chairman- 
ship of  the  Commission.  But  that  new 
Act  was  really  one  for  winding  up  the  eon- 
oem.  The  Commissioners  had  sold  and 
realized  land  to  the  extent  of  £130,000, 
which  had  been  {laid  into  the  Court  of 
Chancery  for  division  unongst  the  mort- 
gageefl ;  and  they  had  alao  an  income  of 
£2,200  a  year.  But  they  had  no  power 
to  originate  anything;  all  they  oould  do 
— ^whuh  they  were  doing  to  uie  befit  of 
their  power — bong  merely  to  wind  up 
the  aoheme,  and  to  seoon,  if  possible, 
some  small  return  to  the  debeninre^ders. 
The  Commission  had  a  Bill  now  in  Farlia- 
meat  for  ftirtfaer  im^raments,  which  if 
it  passed  into  a  law  would  enable  them  to 
&cilitate  the  opoations  of  Mr.  GHbbs  and 
would  therefore  increase  the  possible  ao- 
oommodation  for  the  poor.  "So  need  scarcely 
assure  the  House  that  if  the  Commiaai(ui 


could  do  anything  towards  providing  house 
accommodation  for  the'  working  classes, 
they  wonld  be  exceedingly  happy  to  do  so. 

Main  Qaestion,  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do 
now  leave  the  Chair,"  put,  and  agrMi  to. 

SUPPLT. 

BvrrLT  wnmdtnd  in  Committee. 
House  renmed. 

Craunitiee  report  Progress;  to  ait  again 
on  Moniaj/jaaA, 

GAME  (IRELAND)  BILL— [Biu  43.] 
SECOND  RBASINe. 

Ord«r  ta  Seeond  Betiding  read. 

Sib  HEKVEY  BBUCB,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said,  he  ondov 
stood  there  was  no  objection  to  Uie  MotioD, 
and  he  should  not  therefore  preface  it  by 
any  explanation. 

Uotion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  seoond 
time." — (S»r  Strveji  £ruee.) 

CoLoiTBL  DICKSON  thought  the  hon. 
Baronet  was  in  error  when  he  entertained 
the  idea  that  the  Bill  was  not  to  be  opposed. 
The  object  of  tiie  Bill  was  to  asnmilate 
the  time  fbr  shooting  game  in  Ireland  and 
England,  and  as  no  allowance  was  made 
for  the  variation  in  the  climate  and  the 
time  of  the  harvest,  he  regarded  the  pro- 
posal as  one  which  was  objectionable  in 
every  way,  both  to  the  sportsman  and  the 
farmer.  He  should  move  that  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

Ma.  LONGFIELD  hoped  that  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  wonld  not  divide 
the  House.  The  Bill  contained  some  good 
as  well  as  some  bad  provisions,  and  he 
wonld  suggest  that  the  necessary  improve* 
ments  could  easily  be  made  in  Committee. 

Sib  GEOKGE  BOWYEB  hoped  that 
the  hon.  Baronet  would  give  explanation 
of  the  objects  of  the  Bill,  as  hon.  Members 
in  his  neighbouihood  oonneeted  with  Ire- 
land appeued  to  be  unacquainted  with  its 
purport 

Kb.  SFEAEEB  asked  who  seconded 
the  Amendment  of  the  h<m.  and  gallant 

Member  ? 

And  no  hon.  Member  rising  to  second  the 
Motion,  the  Amendment  was  not  proposed. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now 
read  a  seoond  time." 

The  House  divided:— Xyw  50;  Ifoes 
8:  Majority  42. 

Bill  rend  3*,  and  emmiUed  for  Aitfif 
next. 
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THEATRES,  Ao.,  BILL. 
LUTX.  mac  BX&DDre.   [bill  64.] 

Mb.  LOCKE  then  rose  to  more  fta  leave 
to  bring  in  a  BUI  to  amend  the  law  re- 
latiiig  to  Theatres  and  other  places  of 
pablio  amnmnoit.  The  hon.  (nntleman 
said  he  did  not  intend  to  make  any  Iragtb- 
ened  statemoit  npon  that  oooari<ni.  Bnt 
he  would  infiwm  the  Hoaee  flut  &e  Bill 
was  to  meet  a  state  of  things  which  had 
created  great  danger  and  alarm  among 
Her  Majesty's  subjects.  In  many  of  the 
theatres  there  was  no  mode  of  egress  in 
the  event  of  fire,  and  one  of  the  objecta  of 
the  Bill  was  to  correct  that  evil,  and  to 
place  the  buildings,  which  were  used  as 
theatres  and  other  plaoes  of  public  amuse- 
ment, on  a  proper  footing  in  that  respect. 
Another  object  of  the  measure  was  to  settle 
a  question  which  had  arisen  between  thea- 
tres and  mosio  halls.  He  beUeved  there 
would  be  no  olgection  to  the  intzoduotion 
of  the  Bill. 

Mb  THOMAS  BARING  said,  he  did 
not  rise  to  object  to  the  introduction  of 
1^  Bill.  He  Uiought  there  was  no  reason 
for  sapposing  that  in  the  theatres  licensed 
by  the  Lord  Chamberlain  in  the  metropolis, 
sufficient  precautions  were  not  taken  for 
the  safis  egress  of  the  pablio.  He  wished 
to  state  tmit,  so  for  as  he  was  acquainted 
with  tbe  theatres  of  this  metropolis,  the 
Lord  Chamberlain,  with  whom  tlie  licens- 
ing of  those  buildings  rested,  had  taken 
every  precaution  on  behalf  of  the  public 
for  providing  adequate  means  of  egress,  and 
that  there  was  no  ground  whatever  for 
complaint  on  that  subject.  When  the  Bill 
was  printed  the  House  would  be  better 
able  to  judge  of  the  proposal  made  in  the 
other  porticm  of  it  for  the  settlement  of 
the  question  between  theatres  and  music 
halls.  He  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  not  fix  an  early  day  for  the  second 
reading  of  Uie  measure,  as  it  was  desirable 
tiut  ample  opportanity  should  be  afibrded 
for  considering  its  provinons. 

Ub.  LOG^  said,  he  would  not  bring 
on  the  second  reading  until  tiie  first  Wed- 
nesday after  Easter, 

Motion  agrtid  to. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Thea- 
tres and  other  places  of  public  amusement, 
ordeni  to  he  brought  in  by  Mr.  Lock^ 
Mr.  ATBKnr,  and  l£r.  Dnwair. 

fiiU^rwmHudxMdl<'.  [Bffl64.] 


RAILWAT  TBATELLIHO  (im.AirD)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Couuv  0*LoeHLB»,  Bill 
farUier  to  aaeora  to  tbe  pnblio  the  meaoi  of  tavel- 
linr  bj  Railwqr  la  Ireliad,  orders  to  be  bronglifc 
in  oj  Sir  Oouuii  VLoamir,  Coloiwl  OiOBsoir, 
Mmot  Oavht,  taA  Mr.  StioKOU. 

BUIifrsMirtad,  aadnad  1".  [BUI  60.] 

Honw  a^Jonrnad  at  half  after  Nina 
o'elook,  tm  MoDdsr  next. 


HOUSE  OF  L0BD8, 
Monday,  March  13,  1865. 


HINTJTES.}— FuBUC  Buxa  —  FintReadnig— 
Private BmCoaU*(Sl);  Pablio  SeboolB* (88) 
[bj.]:  AboUtioQ  of  Arrest  apon  Final  Proeen* 
(No.2)(33)[h.u] 

Seinmd  Readitiff  —  BntMi  Kaffi«ria(27):  Elec- 
tions Petitions  Act  ( 1818)  AmendiiMnt  *  (31 . ) 

ITifAtfraum— AboliUoa  of  AnesC  npon  final  Pro- 
cess (36)*  [ll.] 


BRITISH  MUSEUM. 

Eabl  STANHOPE  said,  on  the  2nd 
of  this  month  he  presented  a  petition 
from  the  TrnsCees  of  the  British  Uusenm, 
and  afterwards  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  call  the  atten^n  of  thnr  Lordships  to 
the  subjeet*matter  of  that  petition  on  Fri- 
day next.  His  ri^ht  hon.  Friend  Mr. 
Walpole,  had  also  giTOn  notice  of  a  rimi- 
lar  Motion  in  the  other  House.  Within 
the  last  two  or  three  days  the  Tmstees  of 
the  British  Museum  had  been  apprised 
that  Her  Majesty's  GoTeromeot  bad  in 
preparation  a  plan  by  which  it  was  hoped 
the  present  deficiency  of  space  would  be 
supplied.  Under  these  circumstances,  it 
seemed  to  the  Trustees  that  it  would  ba 
more  respectful  and  convenient  not  to  raise 
any  discussion  ontil  the  GoTemment  had 
matured  their  scheme,  and  brought  it  for- 
ward. His  right  hoD.  Friend,  therefore, 
intended  to  posttKme  the  disoosuon  in  the 
House  of  Commons ;  and,  for  his  own 
part,  although  he  should  hafe  been  glad 
to  lay  before  thnr  Lordships  some  details 
relatire  to  the  deficiency  of  space  under 
which  the  British  Museum  laboured,  he 
felt  that  he  should  best  discharge  bis  duty 
by  following  tbe  example  set  by  his  right 
hon.  Friend,  and  would  not  perserere  with 
hi.  Motion.  oigitizedbyGoOgle 
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BRITISH  KAVFRABIA  VOJ^JSlo,  87.) 
SBOOVD  UADIKO. 

Ordw  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

The  Duke  of  ARGYLL,  id  monng  the 
seooDd  reading  of  this  fiill,  the  object  of 
wbioh  VB8  to  annex  the  Territories  of 
British  Kafiraria  to  th«  Colonj  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  said,  the  drcnnutanees 
which  had  rendered  the  measnre  neces- 
Barj  were  fullj  detuled  in  the  papers 
which  had  been  presented  to  Parliament 
■on  the  salfjeet.  Up  to  the  year  1847, 
the  North-Sastent  bonndan  of  Gape  Co- 
lony was  at  tho  Qroat  VvAk  "BSenr,  In 
that  year,  in  eonseqaence  of  the  disturb- 
ances occasioned  by  the  Kaffirs,  Sir  Harry 
Smith  thought  it  expedient  for  the  safety 
of  the  oolooy  to  annex  the  district  lybg 
between  the  Qreat  Fish  River  and  the 
Keiskaqima;  and  in  1648  a  further  dis- 
trict op  to  the  Rivers  Kei  and  Bashee  was 
annexed.  In  1860  the  whole  district  be- 
tween the  ELciskamma  and  the  Kei  wae 
erected  into  a  separate  Crown  colony  under 
the  name  of  British  Kaffraria;  the  country 
between  the  Kei  and  the  Bashee,  remain- 
ing an  uuoccnpied  countrv  under  British 
dominion.  It  was  a  colony  of  a  very 
peculiar  character  having  no  Legislature 
whatever,  bat  the  Goremw  eombined  in 
hit  own  person  all  l^slative  and  all  Exe- 
oative  functions.  It  was,  in  fact,  simply  a 
military  dependency,  having  no  Talne 
except  as  a  frontier.  Last  year,  however, 
there  were  anticipations  of  further  dis- 
turbaoces  with  the  Kaffirs.  Happily,  this 
alarm  proved  unfounded}  but  it  had  forced 
on  the  Government  the  propriety  of  con- 
sidering what  was  the  value  to  this  country 
of  this  territory.  It  appeared  to  the  Go- 
vernment that  the  Territory  between  the 
Kei  and  the  Bashee  was  of  no  value  what- 
ever; that  it  constituted  a  source  of  danger 
rather  than  a  source  of  security,  and  the 
Government  had  come  to  the  resolution 
that  it  should  be  abudooed.  There  re- 
mained, therefore^  only  the  very  small 
Territory  of  British  KaiRraria— too  small  to 
eonstitnte  itself  a  British  edony,  too  amll 
to  |»ovide  for  its  own  Cktveninent.  Under 
these  oireumstances  the  natnral  course  was 
to  annex  it  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  plaoe  it  under  the  same  Government. 
The  Bill  provided  that  in  the  event  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
tbemselvei  determiniDg  to  take  the  oourae 
of  annexing  this  miUtary  diitriet  them- 


selves, the  Act  would  become  inoperative 
beyond  the  first  claose;  bat  if  they  should 
hesitate  to  adopt  that  course  the  Governor 
would  be  enabled,  by  his  own  aathority,  to 
annex  tiie  distriet  to  the  Cape. 

Moved,  '<  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
— ( The  Lord  Ptvoy  Seal.) 

LoBD  LTVEDBN  safd,  that  in  his 
opinion  the  measure  was  likely  to  be  in 
some  respeeCs  very  nsefbl;  bvt  he  would 
remind  the  House  that  however  far  we 
might  extend  our  firontier  in  the  oolooy  we 
should  still  have  to  defend  it.  He  hoped, 
he  might  add,  that  the  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  would  carry  out  the  principle  of 
making  them  pay  for  themselves. 

LoBD  TAUNTON  approved  of  the  pro- 
posed annexation,  but  thought  that  it 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  take  place  with 
the  consent  of  the  colony.  He  fully  con- 
curred in  the  view  expressed  by  his  noble 
Friend  (Lord  Lyveden)  that  it  was  desir< 
able  our  colonies  shonld  eontribnte  to 
their  own  defence. 

The  Does  of  ARGTLL,  in  reply,  said, 
that  tiie  compulsory  provision  was  tiie 
essence  of  the  Bill  for  the  Governor  had 
written  home  that  he  could  not  be  snre 
of  carrying  it  through  the  Legislature 
under  the  influences  which  might  be 
brought  to  bear  against  it.  The  Terri- 
tory was  a  piece  of  waste  neutral  ground 
between  the  colony  and  Kaffraria ;  and 
the  Imperial  Government  had  no  interest 
beyond  the  defence  of  the  colonists.  The 
Bill,  it  was  true,  did  not  give  any  alter- 
native as  to  the  annexation;  but  it  did  give 
to  Cape  Colony  an  alternative  as  to  the 
details  of  the  measure,  and  they  miriit 
regelate  the  conditions  under  which  tfae^ 
would  admit  the  inhabitants  of  the  Terri- 
tory to  the  privileges  of  their  own  consti- 
tution. The  Imperial  Govemmeot  would 
no  longer  be  responsible  tor  maintaining 
the  exclusive  possession  of  this  military 
frontier ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  quite 
agreed  they  could  not  leave  tiie  ecdonista 
to  their  own  resources. 

Motion  agrmd  lo ;  Bill  read  2r,  and 
committed. 

ABOLITtOK  OW  AXBXBl  OTT  UKAL  PBOOIBS 
(VO.  2)  BlXi  (VO.  33.) 

Abolition  of  Arrest  on  Finsl  Process  (No.  1) 
Bill,  wiMrtaoH  ;  then, 

A  Bill  to  ftbolirii  Arreat  noon  Final  Proeass 
in  England,  and  for  th»  ABesdnent  of  tbe  Law 
of  Bankrupt^  in  osrtaia  Partfaa^ars,  prrMiMi 

*V  »^  ^  C««oag^  JBy<50©§te 


IfiSS    PtHUm  pflih  BrUith  {Hawb 

PUBUO  SCHOOLS  BUX  [h.l.] 
A  ZUll  to  make  fbrtber  PrOTision  for  tlw  good 
GovMiunmit  ud  Ezteniion  of  Public  ScbooU 
— VMiifVMmlei  bjrThe  Karlof  Ouammr;  read 
1*;  tobejn^fMwI.  (Ko.  83.) 

Hbnw  adjonmod  »t  a  qiiart«r  before 
Six  o'oloek.  tul  To-oumtow, 
balf  pMC  Tn  o*doek. 


HOtJSB  OV  OOUKOirS, 

MimJTES.}-S«mT-«0iiflj*niI  in  CSmmtttu 
— Conunittoe — b.p. 

yftrt  AHD  MiAirs  —  contidered  in  Committee— 

£nS,MQ  Gotuolidated  Fond. 
PuBuo  Bnu — RetetaHon  in  QmwAHn  Metro- 

ptditan  Kain  Drainage  [G—rantee  of  Bopay^ 

meat  of  Honey.] 
Ordered — Jnatioes  of  the  Peace  (Discretionary 

Fowera}*  ;  Judgmenta  (Ireland)*  ;  Coao^ 

Votm  Kogiatration  (Ireland).* 
FirH  SMduiff  —  Jodgmenta  fIrelaDd)"  [88]  ; 

Jnatieee  of  the  Peace  (Diemuooary  Powers)* 

my.  Countr  Voton  Bcgbtntion  (Irdand)* 

AoMNf/lAuItN^— OdcDial  NanI  I>iftnoei  *[511 ; 

Perth  PrcTisioBal  Order  ConflrmatioD  *  [01. 
Select  Committee  On  Prisona  mminaied*  [U]; 

Sewage  UUIintion  tumtitwUed*^'];  Hetro- 

Jolia  Sewage  and  £uex  Reclamation*;  The 
adge  Adrooate  aided.* 
2M  AwcdA^  — AfflrmatioM  (S«DtlaBd)*[87] 
aad  patted. 

UTFEOTIOUS  PATIENTS  IN  WORK- 
HOUSES.—QUESTION. 

CoLOKBL  KOBTE  said,  he  wished  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Foot  Law  Board, 
If,  bj  Article  115  of  the  Qeneral  Consoli- 
daibed  Order  of  the  Poor  Law  Board,  dated 
24th  July,  1S47,  any  Pauper  Buffering 
from  Small  Pox  or  other  inleotioiu  diaas* 
dws  can  insist  upon  leaving  Uie  workhouse, 
in  of^sition  to  the  opinum  <rf  the  doctor, 
mion  ginn^  to  the  master,  or,  during  his 
ahsenoe  or  inability  to  act,  to  the  matron, 
a  reasonable  notice  of  his  en:  her  wish  to 
do  so?  He  wished  to  ask  this  Question  in 
ooBsequenoe  of  two  cases  which  had  oo- 
curroa  in  that  part  of  the  country  with 
which  he  was  connected.  .In  one  case  a 
girl  and  her  child  had  returned  to  her  vil- 
ugeand  the  child  hod  died.  In  the  other 
case  a  woman  and  her  child  were  in  the 
workhouse ;  the  child  died,  and  when  it 
was  going  to  be  buried  the  mother  claimed 
her  dolto  in  order  to  go  out  Themastw, 
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lunraTM>,  did  not  giro  them;  bat  shegot 
them  next  daywhen  she  left. 

Yuoouht  S1TFI£LD  said,  in  reply, 
tiiat  neiUier  master,  mstxon,  nor  memcal 
offleer,  hod  poww  to  detain  any  paeon  in 
the  woriduntse  against  his  will,  due  notice 
beii^  pven  of  tin  intoition  of  such  in^ 
mate  to  depnt  AU  that  th^  could  do 
was  to  warn  tiie  persons  who  wished  to 
leaver  end  who  were  in  the  coiditun  re- 
ferred to,  of  the  extreme  danger  ni  sneh 
proceeding  to  tiiemselTes  and  others,  and 
that  they  were  liable  to  be  indicted  for  a 
misdemeanor.  That  warning  had  been 
giren,  he  beliered,  in  both  &e  cases  re- 
fiBrred  to. 

TIDE  FiNAirCIAL  8TATEKERT. 
axntsnoR. 

ICb.  white  said,  be  would  beg  to 
ask  Ifr.  Chancdlw  of  the  Exoheqneri  On 
what  day  he  propoeee  to  make  his  Financial 
Statement  P 

Ths  CHAKCELLOR  or  thi  EXCHE- 
QTJEB :  In  consequence  of  the  time 
at  which  Easter  Ml»  this  year,  we  find, 
that,  although  it  might  be  possible  to  make 
the  Financial  Statemmt  before  Easter,  it 
would  not  be  possible  for  us  to  make  any 
progress  in  any  matters  to  which  it  might 
refer;  and,  therefore,  we  hare  thongbt 
that  we  should  best  consult  the  cortc- 
nienoe  c€  the  Bmck  by  deferring  it  until 
the  first  conTCoient  day  after  Easter.  But 
as  the  House  usually  resents  the  bringing 
forward  of  any  in^ortant  question  on  the 
very  first  day  of  the  re-assembling  after 
the  Easter  ludydoys,  we  have  ouindered 
it  denraUe  to  sueot  a  subseqiiant  d«f , 
which  will  probal^  be  Thazsdi^,  l£e 
27th  of  Apnl. 

PETITION  OF  THE  BRITISH  MITSEUM 
TRUSTEBSv—OBSEBVATIONS. 

Mb.  WALPOLE  said,  as  he  understood 
that  the  Ooremment  were  Ukely  to  take 
into  consideration  tiie  sulgeot  of  the  Peti- 
tion preeented  by  him  firomtheTrusten  of 
the  British  Museum,  he  thought  it  would 
be  for  the  cmTenienoe  of  the  House  if  he 
were  to  postpone  the  Uotitm  on  that  sub- 
ject of  which  he  had  given  notice.   

Tub  CHAKGELLOR  op  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  the  exact  position  of  the  matter 
was  this.  The  GoTemment  were  now 
waiting  the  result  of  an  inquiry  on  the 
part  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Britiah  Museum 
with  reqjieot  to  certain  questions  of  inter* 
nal  arrangement  iibi|ffi?dif€c>egte 
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which  might  he  required  for  giving  ac- 
commodation to  some  of  the  collections 
under  their  charge,  and  the  moment  they 
shonld  receive  their  report,  the  Govern- 
ment wonld  he  ready  to  make  a  proposal, 
of  whiek  his  right  hon.  Friend  and  the 
Hotae  ehottld  lure  the  earliest  informa- 

CASE  OF  MART  RTAN.— QUESTION. 

Mb.  SCULLY  said,  he  would  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  (with  reference  to  certain 
Official  Correspondence  as  to  the  Irish 
nun  Miss  Mary  Ryan,  called  Sister  The- 
resa), Whether  it  is  intended  on  the  part 
of  tiie  Gh)vemment  to  require  that  lady  to 
be  delivered  up  by  the  Belgiau  authorities, 
and  to  be  removed  from  the  "  very  well 
condocted  Asylum  at  Bruges,  where  she  is 
treated  with  great  kindness  and  considera- 
tion;" as  stated  by  Lord  Howard  de 
Walden,  Mr.  Consul  Cnrry,  and  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Wilkes ;  and  fiirtiier  to  require 
that,  "  if  she  is  still  insane  when  Ae  ar- 
rives in  this  country,  she  must  be  taken 
before  a  Magistrate  and  dealt  with  as  a 
Pauper  Lunatic,"  as  stated  iu  a  communi- 
cation ft-om  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs;  whether  all 
British  and  Irish  subjects,  who  are  insane, 
must  he  dealt  with  as  Pauper  Lunatics,  if 
their  relatives  and  friends  cannot  take 
proper  care  of  them  in  these  countries, 
though  able  and  willing  to  do  so  iu  a  good 
foreign  asylum ;  and  whether  he  will 
lay  before  this  House  the  caae  as  to  Miss 
Mary  Byan,  submitted  by  his  desire, 
in  the  month  of  October  last,  to  the  Attor- 
ney and  Solicitor  Generals  for  England, 
along  with  their  opinion  on  it.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  said  he  would  more  particolarly 
aa^  whether  there  ia  any  Treaty  of  Extra- 
diti<m  between  thia  country  and  Belgium, 
that  applies  to  lunatics  as  well  as  to  cri- 
minals ;  and;  if  so,  whether  the  Home  Se- 
cretary intends  to  enforce  it  at  the  instance 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Warwick- 
shire (Mr.  Newdegate),  the  hon.  Member 
for  Peterborough  (Mr.  Whalley),  and  the 
Protestant  Alliance  ? 

Sm  GEOBGE  GEET:  Sir,  it  is  not 
intended  to  enforce  any  law  upon  the 
subject,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Warwickshire,  or  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Peterborough,  or  of 
the  Protestant  Alliance.  But  I  take  it  to 
be  dear  that  it  is  ill^al  to  remove  hy 
foroe  any  lunatic  from  our  shores  and  dfr> 


prive  him  of  the  protection  of  the  laws 
of  this  country.  Maiy  Byan  having  been 
illegally  removed.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, although  there  was  no  law  to  enable 
them  to  require  it,  requested  the  Bel- 
gian Government  to  send  her  back  if  her 
condition  were  such  as  to  render  that  step 
judicious;  and  the  Belgian  Government 
have  intimated  their  rra^nesa  to  accede  to 
that  request.  But  her  state  was  sooh  that 
we  thought  it  would  be  dangerons  to  her- 
self that  she  ahonld  be  hnmght  hack  at 
present  to  tlus  country.  The  case  anb- 
mitted  to  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown, 
was  already  before  the  House  as  it  con- 
sisted of  the  correspondence  contained  in 
the  papers  presented  to  Parliament,  their 
opinion  was  that  the  removal  had  been 
illegally  effected  from  this  country,  and 
that  the  parties  engaged  in  it  mi^ht  be 
prosecuted,  but  that  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  they  did  not  consider 
it  expedient  to  institute  such  a  prosecution. 

CONFEDERATE  STATES— CASE  OF 
OAPTAIN  BEALE.--4UE8TI0K. 

Mn.  PEAGOCKE  said,  he  wished  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  WheUier  he  will  lay  upon  the 
table  of  the  House,  all  the  Papers  relating 
to  the  extradition  from  the  Cauadian  ter- 
ritory of  Captain  Beale,  an  officer  in  the 
Eervioe  of  the  Confederate  States  ? 

Mb.  LAYABD  said,  that  as  far  as  he 
was  aware,  the  Question  of  his  hon.  Friend 
was  put  under  a  misapprehension.  He 
(Mr.  Layard)  was  not  aware  that  Captain 
Beale  was  surrendered  by  the  colonial  au- 
thorities to  the  TTnited  States  Govern- 
ment. On  the  contrary,  it  was  stated  in 
the  newBpapraa  of  the  United  States  that 
Captain  Beale  was  arrested  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  But  no  infomuttion  has  been 
received  upon  t^e  subject,  either  at  the 
Foreign  Office  or      CoUmial  Offloe. 

NAVAL  CHAPLAIKS.-QDESTION. 
Mr.  LEFKOT  said,  he  wished  to  ask. 
If  any  steps  have  been  taken  during  the 
recess  to  ascertain,  through  the  Chaplains* 
Quarterly  Returns,  how  far  the  Chaplains 
have  been  able  to  comply  with  the  Ad- 
miralty Instructions  directing  clerical  visits 
to  be  made  to  'transports  and  small  vessels 
of  war  not  entitled  to  bear  Chaplains ;  if 
the  revised  edition  of  Uie  Chaplains'  In- 
struotions  mentioned  last  Session  has  been 
issued ;  and  if  there  is  any  objection  to 
the  annual  nnhlioation  of  euPr^oia  of  the 
Chap?  D^gHiSs^AaiDOg  Ic 
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Ub.  GEILDEBS  replied  tiiat  tiie  infor- 
mation g^Ten  in  the  Chaplain^  Quarterly 
Betums  would  not  enable  him  to  state  to 
vhat  extent  the  Admiralty  Inatructionq 
with  respect  to  clerical  visits  to  transports 
and  small  ressels  had  been  complied  with. 
With  regard  to  the  second  point,  no  re- 
vised edition  of  Instmotiona  had  been 
issued,  and  no  promise  to  that  effect  had 
been  given;  but  tiie  whole  question  of  the 
Betnnis  made  by,  or  relating  to,  the  Chap- 
lains was  now  under  consideration.  It  was 
considered  expedient  that  for  the  future 
fdller  statistical  aooounts  of  the  educational 
condition  of  the  seamen  should  be  fur- 
ntshed;  and  that  tiie  religious  work  of 
the  Chaplaini  should  rather  be  reported  at 
inspection  than  in  the  iAiape  of  quarterly 
Betums ;  but  the  Admiralty  had  not  yet 
come  to  a  final  decision  as  to  the  exact 
forms  to  be  employed. 

EXTRADmON  TREATY  WITH  THE 

UNITED  STATES.— QUESTION. 

LoBD  BOBERT  CECIL :  I  wish.  Sir,  to 
put  the  Question  of  which  I  have  given 
notice  in  a  different  form  from  that  which 
I  at  first  intended.  I  wish  to  ask  Mr.  At> 
toroey  General,  with  respect  to  all  the 
persons  who  are  now  in  Canada  waiting  the 
issue  of  the  Question,  Whether  they  are 
to  be  surrendered  or  not ;  whether,  before 
they  are  surrendered  under  the  Extradition 
Treaty,  the  legal  grounds  upon  which  that 
snrrender  is  based  will  be  first  submitted 
to  the  Government  at  home,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  taken  upon 
the  subject,  or  whether  the  discretion  of 
acting  upon  the  Extradition  Treaty  will 
be  left  to  the  Canadian  Executive  alone  ? 

The  ATTOENET  GENERAL :  This, 
Sir,  is  hardly  a  question  which  belongs  to 
the  legal  Department  of  the  Government. 
These  cases  are  not  to  be  dealt  with 
upon  abstract  principles,  but  according  to 
the  information  which  reaches  the  Govern- 
ment as  to  each  particular  case.  Generally 
speaking,  the  course  would  be  that  the 
Canadian  Judges  and  courts  should  exe- 
cute the  law  in  their  own  territory,  and 
it  must  be  a  rare  and  exceptional  state 
of  circumstances  which  would  justify  Her 
Uajesty's  Government  in  interfering  with 
the  Courts  of  Law  in  Canada. 

CASE  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  HUTT. 

Ub.  BOEBUCK  :  Sir,  I  wish  to  put  a 
Question  to  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  which  may  have  the  effect 

YOL.  CLXXYII.   [khud  sebibb.]  . 


of  resetting  the  character  of  an  honounble 
and  distinguished  man  from  an  unfounded 
imputation.  I  believe  I  shall  do  this  best 
by  reading  two  extracts  taken  from  The 
Timet  newspaper,  the  first  a  letter  dated 
February  24,  and  signed  "  G.  Hutt* 
Uajor  General."    It  is  as  follows  : — 

*'  Sir,  m7  sttantion  has  jnit  been  called  to  a 
paragraph  in  yonr  paper  of  yesterdaj  beaded 
'  Owt'a  Light,'  ttating  that  the  right  bon. 
William  IlnU  had  appointed  me  to  bs  Seoretarjr 
of  Chelsea  Hospital.  TU*  statement  it  incor- 
rect for  two  simple  reasoiu: — I,  it  would  be  a  direct 
violation  of  Her  Graoiona  Majeaty's  Warrant : 
and  3,  having  been  an  Indian  officer  all  m-j  life, 
I  can  know  notbins  about  the  arrangements  of  the 
British  army,  and  mast  therefore  be  obviooslj 
dlsqualtfled  tor  an  asptrfntmeat  reqoiriog  an  inti- 
mate knowledge  or  the  Penaioo  Wurant.  I 
mnst  beg  the  fiivour  of  an  immediate  oontrs^ie- 
tion  to  a  statement  so  greatljr  reSeeting  on  mjr 
brother's  integritj,  and  ukaly  to  do  me  i^nrj. 

The  second  extract  is  as  followa:— 

"  Whitehall,  Mareh  6— The  Qneea  has  been 
pleased  to  eoneUtute  and  appcdnt  Major  General 
GeorgeHutt,  CB.,tobe  Secretary  and  Registrar 
to  the  Commissioners  for  the  Government  of  the 
Royal  Hospital  at  Chelsea,  in  the  room  of  Alex- 
ander James  Moorhead,  Esq.,  resigned." 
The  Question  I  would  ask  of  my  right 
hen.  Friend  is,  Whether  he  can,  as  1  beliere 
he  can,  give  any  explanation  of  this  ex- 
traordinary juxtaposition. 

Ub.  HUTT:  Sir,  I  will  endeavour  to 
answer  the  Question  of  my  hon.  and 
learned  Fiiend;  but  first  I  would  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  for  a  few  mo- 
ments while  making  that  explanation,  and 
I  only  regret  the  absence  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Oxfordshire  (Colonel 
North),  because  I  know  he  takes  a  great 
interest  in  this  matter.  The  letter  to 
which  m^  hon.  and  learned  Friend  has 
referred  is  a  fraud,  and  the  signature  of 
General  Hutt,  ostensibly  attached  to  it,  is 
a  forgery.  This  is  the  work  of  some  per- 
sons— I  must  not,  I  8uppc»e,  call  them 
scoundrels,  because  it  is  possible  that  they 
may  jw  employed  In  the  public  service. 
No  doubt,  Uierefore,  they  are  gentlemen ; 
but  I  may  say  this — I  think  that  tiiey 
pursue  a  most  dishonest  purpose  by  means 
most  disloyal  and  dishonest.  The  original 
letter  to  whudi  my  lum.  and  leuned 
Friend  refers  is  now  in  my  poBsession,  by 
the  courtei7  of  the  Editor  of  jHU  3hn$9 
newspaper.  I  am  not  without  some  ex- 
pectation that  I  shall  be  able  to  trace  the 
authors,  tiiough,  whoever  they  may  turn 
out  to  be,  I  think  they  are  hardly  persons 
with  whom  any  one  would  wish  to  be  as- 
sociated. And  now  the  House  will  per- 
haps  aUow  me  to  all^^^^^.@Q^  ^ 
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the  appointment  itself.  The  Qneen's 
'Warrant  most  wisely  points  out  that  the 
Secretary  to  Chelsea  Hospital  shall  be 
ohosen  for  his  experience  in  the  duties  of 
his  office.  Well,  General  Hatt  possesses 
that  qualification.  He  has  had  a  large 
and  long  experioice  of  duties  appertaining 
to  military  pensions  and  to  the  dutribution 
of  milita^  prize  money.  He  is,  there- 
fore, teohnioaUy  and  in  every  other  sense 
well  ^ualifled  to  fill  the  office.  I  do  not 
say  this  upon  my  own  authori^;  I  say  it 
upon  the  authority  of  a  gentfeman  who 
must  be  better  able  to  judge  than  perhaps 
any  other  man  in  England — a  gentleman 
who  most  hare  sincerely  at  heart  the  in- 
terests of  Chelsea  Hospital,  because  it  is 
by  his  exertions  that  this  Department  has 
been  raised  to  its  present  state  of  effloicnoy 
— I  mean  Mr.  Moorhead,  the  retiring 
secretary,  ]|£r.  Moorhead  was  cognizant 
of  all  the  steps  of  this  transaction ;  I  laid 
aU  the  facts  befora  him,  and  he  assured  me 
thai  General  Hutk  was  tedmically  and  in 
every  other  sense  well  qualified  to  fill  the 
duties  of  this  office.  I  have  Mb  letter 
now  in  my  hand.  I  say,  therefore,  that 
not  merely  technically,  but  in  every  point 
of  view  in  which  it  can  be  r^arded  this 
is  a  proper  appointment.  General  Hutt 
is  an  tmsex  in  the  Indian  Artillery,  and 
there  is  nothing  in  ^e  mrcumBtances  of 
his  life  of  which  any  soldier  need  be 
ashamed.  He  has  been  named  not  once, 
nt  many  times,  in  the  OaeetU  for  distin- 
guished conduct  in  the  field.  The  late 
Sir  Charles  Napier — a  general,  I  presume, 
sufficiently  qUEuified  to  judge  of  military 
merits — in  a  public  despatch  spoke  of  him 
as  one  of  the  best  officers  in  India;  and 
the  late  Duke  of  Wellington,  when  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, went  singularly  out  of 
his  way  to  pay  him  a  public  compliment 
when  recommending  him  to  the  Crown  for 
the  Order  of  the  Bath  for  his  distinguished 
gallantry  in  the  fields  of  Me&nee  and 
Hyderabad.  I  will  not  say  another  woi^d, 
but  I  am  quite  snre  that  the  Honse  appre- 
ciates my  poBiti(m  in  this  matter. 

SUPPLY. 

Order  fbr  Committee  read. 

Uotien  made,  and  Qnestion  fffoposed, 
"Thai  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
C!hair.» 

DEFSNOEa  OF  OANADi— OOLONEL 
JERVOIB'  REPORT.— OBSERVATIONS, 

Mb.  SETHOUB  XTTZGERAU)  rose 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Honse  to  the 


Report  of  Colonel  Jervois  with  reference 
to  the  Defences  of  Canada,  and  to  ask  Her 
U ajesty's  Gforemment  for  information  with 
reference  th«eto.    The  hon.  Gentleman 
said :  Sir,  I  am  not  aware  that  the  course 
I  am  about  to  take  in  bringing  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Defences  of  Canada  before  the 
Honse  is  one  that  may  be  misapprehended 
and  misrepresented.   There  are,  I  know, 
those  in  this  Honse,  as  tiiere  are  some  out 
of  doors,  who  think  that  the  discussion  of 
a  qnestion  aueh  as  tiiis  nuqr  possibly  in 
certein  evente  tend  rather  to  enduiger 
than  to  fiioilitate  the  maintenance  of 
friendly  relations  between  this  country 
and  the  ITnited  States  of  America ;  they 
may  say  that  the         discnssion  of  the 
possibility  of  hostilities  between  the  two 
countries  is  likely  to  induce  rather  than 
to  postpone  those  hostilities.    They  ma^ 
say  that  by  constant  allusion  to  this 
question,  by  public  argument  and  dis- 
cussion as  to  the  possibiUty  of  such  hos> 
tilities,  the  people  of  the  two  countries 
might  come  to  consider  first  that  they 
were  possible,  then  probable,  and  at  lart 
natural  and  almost  inevitable ;  and  np<m 
this  ground  they  may  object  to  any  dis- 
cnssion and  choose  to  shut  tbor  eyes  to 
existing  fitcts  rather  than  by  discnsrion 
and  argument  to  pat  this  Honse  and  tike 
country  in  ftill  possessiott  of  tiie  present 
state  of  aflEairs.   Now,  I  am  not  of  that 
opinion  myself.    I  believe  that  the  truest 
policy  in  cases  such  as  this  is,  that  the 
House  and  the  country  should  be  made 
fully  acquainted  with  the  real  focts ;  and 
beyond  that  I  would  say  that  >f  any  re- 
monstrance against  such  a  discussion  were 
to  be  made — if  any  remonstrance  were  to 
be  addressed  to  anyone  in  this  House  or 
out  of  it,  it  ought  to  be  addreesed  to  Hw 
Kajeaty'a  Goremment.  who  had  placed 
upon  the  table  of  the  House  papers  not 
only  contemplating  the  possibility  and 
probability  of  hostilities,  bnt  considering 
the  possiblo  course  these  hostilitieB  might 
take,  considering  and  pointing  out  what 
they  seem  to  think  mi^jit  be  the  reanlt  of 
those  hostilities,  and  the  disgrace  and  de- 
feat the^  must,  or  at  any  rate  might,  entail 
upon  British  arms.    By  publishing  tboee 
pa^rs  they  have,  I  believe,  done  as  much 
as  in  them  lies  to  discourage  the  friends  if 
not  to  enooorage  the  adversuiea  of  this 
country.    But  there  are  others  also  I 
know  by  whom  the  object  of  this  Ifo- 
tion  may  be  misunderstood  and  misrepre- 
sented.  There  are  those  in  this  House 
and  ont  of  it  who  ^jt^^p^^lEQl^^- 
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ali^  for  Uie  Fedwal  States  of  America, 
and  from  a  sympathy — a  oonsoientioQs 
sympathy  I  have  no  doub^with  the  ob* 
ject  of  tiie  Federal  polkiy  would  be  likely 
to  attribute  to  mo  a  desire  to  increase  rather 
Uian  to  allay  irritation  in  this  country 
against  the  Federal  QoTemment,  and  in 
that  way  to  augment  rather  than  to  di- 
minidi  the  probability  of  hoetilitiee.  If 
such  imputationi  be  made,  all  I  oaa  njiu 
that  nothing  oan  be  more  unjust  For 
amelf,  1  beliere  there  is  no  one  in  this 
House  4rho  would  not  depreeate  the  attor^ 
onoe  of  a  word,  either  here  or  oat  of  the 
House,  that  would  inerease  irritation  or 
which  might  poesibly  lead  to  hostilities 
between  this  oountry  and  America.  I 
difier  widely  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Badnonhire  (Sir  John  Walsh),  who  seemed 
to  consider  that  the  course  lately  taken  by 
the  Amnican  Oovemraent  to  effect  the 
termination  of  the  Conrentioa  relating  to 
the  limitation  of  the  naval  force  of  the 
two  countries  on  the  Lakes  was  conceived 
by  the  Amerioan  Goramment  in  a  qiirit 
m  hostility  to  England,  and  that  the  twmi* 
Bation  of  the  Beciprocity  Treaty  marked  a 
olear  apirit  of  hostility  to  this  oountry.  I 
have  twrer  held  such  language,  nor  do 
I  think  it  is  justified.  As  to  the  termina- 
tion of  that  GonTuitira,  the  Amerioan  Go- 
Temment  are  perfectly  jutified  in  pro- 
podng  it.  What  are  the  drcnmstanoes 
uadet  which  the  notiee  to  terminate  the 
GouTsntion  is  giTan  }  A  party  of  ^mpi^ 
thiiers  make  a  deeoent  ftom  Canada ;  an 
Amerioan  vessel  is  seized  on  one  of  the  great 
Lakes ;  it  is  only  by  accident  that  a  second 
Teasel  is  not  seized ;  and  then  the  avowed 
object  might  have  been  carried  out — 
namely,  the  libnation  of  a  large  number  of 
Confederate  prisoners  on  Johnson's  Island. 
TJndra'  such  cirenmstances,  seeing  that 
there  were  neariy  2,000  prisoners  there- 
at an  attack  had  been  made  on  Amerioan 
property  in  Amerioan  watos,  I  think  the 
American  Oovenment  were  justified  in 
having  recourse  to  ttiis  measure,  the  object 
bong  an  increase  of  force  for  police  pur- 
posea  on  the  Lakes.  I  would  also  say 
this,  that  tbia  neasnre  was  proposed,  in 
the  first  instance,  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
nent  as  a  temporary  measure  during  the 
oontinuanoe  oi  the  war,  and  a  commu- 
nication annenncing  this  was  made  to 
this  oountry ;  but  afterwards  notice  was 
given  §or  the  pennanent  and  total  ter^ 
^nation  of  the  Convention.  For  this 
Her  ksfjesty'o  Ooremnient  an  to  Uame. 
The  mmmA  the  Fatal  Goreiament 


intimated  their  intention  to  take  some 
measures  of  a  temporary  character,  or 
ioerease  their .  naval  force,  the  English 
Goverament  ought  at  once  to  have  met 
them  and  have  said,  "  The  object  is  as 
important  to  us  as  it  is  to  yon ;  we  are 
ready  to  enter  into  arrangements  for  a 
temporary  increase  of  the  forces  on  both 
sides  for  the  naval  police  on  these  Lakes." 
If  we  had  done  that  we  should  never  have 
had  that  which  may  produce  oompUcation 
and  embarrassment  in  the  future — ih» 
notiee  to  terminate  completely  and  pov 
manentiy  this  Convention.  Then,  as  re- 
gards the  Beciprocity  Treaty,  the  notice 
relating  to  it  may  uve  been  ^ven  in  a 
moment  of  irritation,  and  in  consequence 
of  tiie  events  in  Canada ;  but  I  must  say 
this,  that  the  course  our  Government 
ought  to  have  taken  was  to  say,  "Do 
not  prematurely  put  an  end  to  this  treaty, 
which  has  removed  so  many  canses  of 
difference  and  quarrel ;  point  out  where  it 
may  be  amend^,  we  are  willing  to  meet 
yon,  and  to  mottify  the  treaty.''  If  that 
had  been  done  tiie  Beciproci^  Treaty 
need  not  have  been  terminated,  qnestions 
with  respect  to  the  fisheries  which  have 
placed  the  country  on  the  brink  of  war 
would  not  have  been  <^oed.  and  we 
should  have  been  free  fkom  having  these 
questions  niaed.  I  wish,  in  these  ob- 
servatioQS,  n<rt  to  attribute  to  the  Ameri- 
ean  Government  anything  like  a  fteling 
of  hostilily  to  this  oountir ;  on  the  con- 
trary, I  think  that  fw  the  last  few  months 
the  communications  that  have  passed, 
generally  speaking,  have  been  marked  by 
a  far  greater  spirit  of  coociliationi  con- 
sideration,  and  moderation  than  ^areo* 
ttfiied  the  earlier  oommunioatims  of  the 
American  Government.  I  am  happy  to 
believe  this ;  and  I  believe  it  is  owing  to 
the  wise,  discreet,  and  prudent  beanag 
that  has  always  marked  the  condoot  of 
the  Amerioan  representative  in  this  oonn- 
try,  who  has  done  more  than  any  mui  living 
to  preserve  peace  between  the  two  conn- 
trin,  and  -who  hu  conferred  by  so  doing 
equ^  benefita  on  the  dtiaens  of  his  own 
and  of  tiiis  eoantry.  I  will  not  attribnte 
to  the  American  people  the  denre  of  war 
with  this  coun^.  I  believe  l^e  educated 
and  intelligeot  class,  and  also  the  most 
iDfiaetttial  one  in  ^at  eonntry — though 
not  those  who  take  the  most  pnnmneat 
part  in  public  affairs — I  believe  tAo  bulk 
of  them  would  deprecate,  as  much  as  the 
people  on  this  side  of  the  Atlanlae,  heetili- 
tiea  with  thi.oeQDtr7.^,Jji^@t^B9^ 
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admit  that  in  prospect  of  the  tenniDatioD 
of  the  straggle  yet  going  on,  the  bulk  of 
the  educated  people  in  America  will  |feel 
the  neoeasiW^  of  healing  the  wounds  and 
diatresscB  which  such  a  long  course  of  in- 
testine war&re  has  brought  on  their  coun- 
try ;  therefore  I  do  not  desire  to  attribute 
to  the  AmOTican  Qoremment  or  people 
any  hostility  to  this  country,  or  desire  to 
be  engaged  in  war  with  it ;  but  I  think 
it  would  be  worse  than  folly  to  shut  onr 
«yw  to  what  may  ponibly  happen.  Let 
ns  take  one  instance— what  might  have 
been  the  result  of  an  accident  in  ^ 
course  of  last  year  or  year  and  a  half? 
Sapporing  that  the  ill-tmipered  and  hasty 
deuaration  of  General  Dix — a  dedaration 
at  once  most  honourably  disavowed  by 
the  American  GoTemment  —  had  been 
acted  on,  that  an  attack  had  been  made 
upon  Montreal — that  American  troops  had 
been  met  by  French  and  British  troops, 
and  that  blood  had  been  shed  and  life 
lost.  I  say,  what  might  have  been  the 
result  ?  Take,  again,  Uie  case  of  the  Tea- 
sels on  Lake  Erie.  Suppose  that  both  had 
been  seized,  and  the  whole  of  the  2,000 
Confederate  prisoners  set  free,  might  not 
the  flames  of  war  at  once  have  burst 
forth  >  Therefore  it  would  be  idle  for  us 
— though  we  may  give  credit  for  a  desire 
for  peace  to  the  American  Government 
and  people — to  shnt  our  eyes  to  all  this, 
tiiat  under  oertain  oontingencies  it  is  for 
from  improbably  certunly  fiv  from  impos- 
aible,  that  hostiliUes  might  have  beoi 
provoked.  Then,  again,  it  is  not  long 
since  I  read  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Sewai^ 
to  Mr.  Adams,  giving  an  account  of  the 
interview  between  the  Federal  and  Con- 
federate authorities,  and  what  is  the  ac- 
count that  Mr.  Seward  gives  ?  Mr.  Seward, 
giving  an  account  of  the  interview, 
says — 

"Wbftt  the  insnr:([ent  p*rt7  ammed  ohiefl;  to 
&Toar  WM  a  pmtponement  of  the  qnution  of 
separation,  upon  which  the  var  ii  waged,  and  a 
mutual  direotioD  of  the  effort!  of  the  Oovem- 
ment,  as  veil  as  those  <MF  the  iunrKents,  to  some 
aztriniio  polU^  or  soheme  for  a  leaion,  during 
whioh  pasaioDs  might  be  expected  to  subaide,  and 
the  armiee  be  reduced,  and  trade  and  interoourae 
between  people  of  both  aectiona  be  reanmed.  It 
wu  auggested  them  that  through  such  poat- 
ponement  we  might  now  have  immediate  peace, 
with  iome  not  very  oertain  proapeot  of  an  alU- 
niata  wtisbotorr  a^joMoHnt  of  poUtieal  relations 
betwMB  the  QovenuBMit  and  the  Stata^  aeotion 
or  peontot  now  engaged  la  ooafllet  witli  it" 

Kow,  the  first  thing  I  would  point  out 
is  that  this  proposition  has  been  made, 
though  it  has  not  been  accepted ;  but  this 
Mr.  Sfjfmour  Fittgerald 


is  also  to  be  remarked,  that  when  the 
proposition  was  communicated  to  Congress 
by  the  President,  in  the  references  made 
by  Mr.  Beward  to  the  subject,  there  was 
not  one  word  expressing  disapprobation 
of  the  proposal,  or  repndiatory  of  it ;  not 
one  word  was  used  m  denouncing  it  as 
a  faithless  and  treacherous  proposition 
against  a  Mendly  Power.  I  am  aware 
that  the  Confederate  Goverament,  who 
have  made  a  statement  to  the  French 
Government,  and  no  doubt  also  to  oun^ 
repudiate  the  proposal  as  having  cone  first 
from  them.  It  doea  not  matter  frtnn  whom 
it  oame  first;  all  that  I  widi  to  pmnt  oat 
is  that  the  proposition  has  been  made.  It 
has  not  been  adopted;  but  if  it  had  beoi,  it 
would  not  be  the  first  time  that  two  con- 
flicting Powers  have  thought  it  the  bmt 
way  to  gain  their  objecta  to  turn  upon  a 
defenceless  neighbour,  and  join  in  acts  of 
violence  agunst  him.  Why,  it  was  only 
last  year  that  we  had  the  spectacle  of  two 
great  military  Powers  of  Europe,  who  had 
objects  of  their  own  to  gain — thinking, 
moreover,  thereby  to  establish  concord 
between  themselves — turning  upon  a  third 
and  defenceless  Power  and  oommitting 
acts  of  violence  and  spoliation  which  will 
ever  redound  to  their  shame.  What  I 
wish  to  point  out  is,  Uiat  Qiough  I  do  not 
believe  this  system  will  be  acted  on  by  tiw 
Federal  Government,  yet  that  th^have 
not  repudiated  it,  Ihat  they  mi^t  find 
themseWes  in  wa.  maexffiaaj  oompdled  to 
entertain  it,  in  which  case  the  eonse- 
qnenc»  to  us  would  be  most  serious. 
What  is  very  important  is  to  consider  the 
position  if  the  Federal  Government  ^onld 
be  successful  in  the  conflict  with  the 
Confederate  States.  I  would  give  the 
American  Government  the  fullest  credit 
for  a  desire  to  maintain  peace  with  this 
country;  I  believe  the  educated,  intelligent 
class  are  doing  everything  to  maintain 
peace.  It  may  be  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance to  them  to  have  lime  to  recover  the 
strength  they  hare  lost  in  this  gigantio 
struggle;  but,  at  the  same  time,  let  us 
remember  that  the  Americans  are  proud, 
high-spirited,  boastfid.  They  may  bo  in- 
toxicated vrith  anoceas,  and  ih^  may 
say  that  thOT  have  oanse  of  oomplaint 
against  this  Govmnment  Not  withoot  a 
show  of  reason  they  may  complain  that 
they  have  had  their  commerce  swept 
away.  They  have  been  told  that  the 
vital  strength  of  the  rebellion  lay  in 
the  fact  that  England  set  the  example  of 
an  •oknowledgm^  «f^^a|g^g]^t.. 
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Thej  Till  be  exulting  in  their  triumph, 
uid  tfafly  have  the  paper  produced  bj  the 
Gorenunent  of  England  to  prove  that  they 
have  only  to  stretoh  out  their  hands  tn 
■eiie  the  prise  vhioh  ve  should  not  hare 
the  power  to  keep  bom  tlum.  Giring 
erery  coredit  to  tiie  GoTemment  and  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  fbr  a  desire  to 
maintain  peace»  are  we  to  shut  our  eyes 
to  all  this  ?  If  that  be  so,  the  question 
that  we  have  to  look  to  is  rery  shortly 
and  simply  set  before  us  in  the  Beport  of 
Colonel  Jerrois  laid  on  the  table  by  the 
Govemment.  Almost  the  last  paragraph 
in  that  Beport  is  this — 

"  The  qaMtioa  ftppeuv  to  be  thU— wbetbw  the 
Britiab  force  now  in  CuuuU  ihoold  be  withdrawn 
in  order  to  srold  the  riak  of  its  defoat,  or  whe- 
ther the  neoeuary  measure*  Bball  be  tftken  to 
enable  that  foroe  to  be  of  nae  ia  defoaoe  of  the 
oolonies.** 

That  is  the  question  I  wish  to  bring  to 
the  aotiea  of  uie  House  this  erening,  and 
to  whieh  I  shall  address  m^df ;  and  of 
the  two  propositions  oontained  there  I  do 
not  think  there  are  five  men  in  this 
House  who  hesitate  as  to  what  ought  to 
be  done.  I  do  not  believe  there  are 
the  men,  either  in  this  House  or  in 
this  coun^,  who  would  say  they  would 
abandon  Canada  to  her  own  defence, 
abandon  Uie  Canadians  lu  their  diffi- 
onlty,  and  withdraw  our  troops  lest  they 
shomd  be  defsated  or  taken  prisoners. 
I  do  not  beliero  there  is  a  man  in  this 
House  or  out  of  it  who  would  assent  to  a 
proposal  so  di^^raoeflil  to  the  British 
name.  Then  I  come  to  the  other  altenia- 
tive,  whether  the  neoessar^  stepa  should 
be  takfflk  to  render  the  Bntadi  troops  of 
nse.  Kow,  it  has  been  urged  here  by 
speakers  both  on  this  side  «  the  House 
and  that,  that  the  first  thing  to  make  the 
oolonies  understand  is  that  if  they  take 
the  management  of  their  affairs  upon 
themaelTes  they  must  be  responsible — if 
not  entirely,  still  for  the  greater  part — for 
their  own  defence.  I  think  there  is  sound  • 
ness  in  that  proposition;  but  I  wish  to 
point  out  that  the  case  of  Canada,  cer- 
tainly under  the  drcnmstanoes  I  am  al- 
luding to,  is  very  different  from  that  of 
any  other  colony  we  can  name.  We  have 
given  -responsible  government  to  TSew 
Zealand.  We  have  war  with  the  Natives, 
but  it  is  not  for  us  to  bear  the  expense  of 
the  Maori  war,  which  the  policy  of  those 
in  Kew  Zealand — we  having  no  control 
OTW  that  ^lioy — ^has  bronght  upon  us. 
Again,  it  is  not  £»  this  connt^  to  be 


engaged  perpetually  in  Kaffir  wars.  These 
are  cases  where,  having  given  responsible 
government,  it  is  for  those  who  have 
accepted  it  to  exert  themselves  in  their 
own  defence.  My  belief  is  that  if  Ca- 
nada -wtm  indmndent  to-morrow  she 
would  not  mn  ue  slightest  danger  of  a 
confliet  with  the  TTnited  States.  My  opi* 
nion  is  that  there  are  impediments,  finan- 
cial, industrial,  and  political,  which  would 
interfere  with  the  annexation  of  Canada, 
My  belief  is  tiiat  they  would  be  content  to 
see  that  colony,  if  independent,  growing 
up  side  by  side  with  them.  But  Canada 
is  united  to  this  country ;  she  wishes  to 
remain  so  united,  and  we  have  the  autho- 
rity of  Earl  RuBsell  for  sajing  that  as  long 
as  the  Canadians  choose  to  stand  by  us  we 
are  bound  to  stand  by  them,  and  that  it 
would  be  a  di^;race  and  diidionour  if  we 
allowed  them  to  be  swallowed  up  by  ano- 
ther Power.  But  we  must  remember  this, 
that  the  only  cause  of  quarrel  that  can 
occur  between  the  Canadians  and  the 
North  Amwican  States  is  their  connection 
with  US ;  it  is  only  because  the  Americans 
can  strike  us  through  the  Canadians  that 
a  breach  could  occur  between  them.  In 
this  case  the  American  had  not  cause 
of  quarrel  with  the  Canadian  as  such, 
but  because  he  is  in  connecticHi  with 
this  country.  It  must  be  firmly  borne  in 
mind  that  the  qaorrel  is  not  between  Ca- 
nada and  the  TTnited  States.  The  Cana- 
dians have  not  permitted  the  Alabama  to 
escape;  they  have  not  precipitately  ac- 
knowledged belligerent  rights ;  they  have 
done  everything  &ey  could,  as  far  as  these 
raids  are  concerned,  to  fut  them  down; 
they  have  met  the  American  Government 
half-way  ia  sll  the  measures  which  have 
beoi  adqited  to  secuia  the  peace  of  the 
frontier  ;  and  it  was  onl^the  other  day 
that  a  distingnhdied  Amencan  said  to  me, 
"I  only  wuh  that  the  conduct  of  the 
mother  country  had  been  half  as  loyal  to 
America  as  that  of  her  colony  has  been." 
Therefore  there  can  be  no  cause  of  quarrel 
between  Canada  and  the  United  States 
except  the  fact  that  she  is  united  to  Eng- 
land. Well,  then,  what  are  the  means  and 
preparations  for  her  defence  ?  I  think  it 
is  perfectiy  clear  that  if  the  cause  of  dis- 
pute were  an  Imperial  one — if  we  were 
bound  to  stand  by  the  Canadians  while 
th^  were  willing  to  stand  by  us,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  ns  to  do  otherwise  than 
exert  every  means  in  our  power  to  contri- 
buto  towards  the  defence  of  a  country 
brought  into  danger  wholly  hT4tB  oonnee- 
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tint  witt  n.  What  are  tb«  mmiu  of 
defSsnoe  that  han  been  proposed  hj  Her 
HajeBty'B  GoTemment?  They  have  had 
oommieQon  after  eororalidon  seat  oat  to 

Canada.  Hey  had  a  commission  in  1862 
of  which  Colonel  Oordon  was  a  Member ; 
and  althoagh  Its  recommendations  were 
rery  similar  to  these  they  were  more  ex- 
tensive, and  contemplated  an  expenditure 
of  money  and  constraction  of  fortifioationB 
so  Tast  that  the  (JoTemment  mnt  oct  ano- 
ther commission  in  186S.  Another  com- 
mission  also  was  sent  ont  in  1864,  and 
what  has  been  done  ?  Practieally,  nothing. 
I  wish  to  point  ont  to  the  Honse  what 
are  the  propositions  made  by  the  GoTem- 
ment.  The  Beport  of  Colonel  Jerrois  pro- 
ceeds on  Uiia  ground — Uiat  the  defenoe  of 
Canada  mnst  be  military,  by  a  union  of  a 
certain  amount  of  British  fbrce  with  a 
large  Canadian  force,  protected  and  sup- 
ported by  additional  &rtifloataoni.  -  Colonel 
Jervois  also  points  ont  what  is  of  still 
greater  importance  —  namely,  that  the 
great  and  real  means  of  defence  for  Ca- 
nada must  be  a  defence  by  the  Canadians 
themselTes.  What  is  it  that  is  nowpro- 
posed  in  regard  to  fortifications  ?  what 
you  propose  to  do  is  not  to  touch  the  for- 
tifications of  Uontreal,  hut  the  only  thing 

Son  will  undertake  to  do  is  to  strengthen 
le  fortiflcationa  of  Quebec ;  and  so  slow 
and  prudent  are  you  in  the  course  you  are 
taking,  that  you  are  not  going  to  expend 
more  than  £60,000  in  the  present  year. 
Now,  the  first  thing  I  wish  to  know  is 
this— if  yon  now  come  ferward  Mmvinoed 
of  the  necessity  of  Ibrtafying  Quebec,  why 
did  you  not  take  steps  to  effect  this  object 
three  years  ago,  when  this  work  was  re- 
commended to  you  by  Colonel  Gordon, 
who  told  you  that  it  was  imperatiTe  and 
inevitable,  and  when  Colonel  Jervois  re- 
commended it  to  you  in  the  very  Report 
which  you  have  laid  upon  the  table  i  He 
■ays— 

"  I  pointed  ont  to  row  Lordship,  io  ray  B«- 

Eirt  dsted  Pebnui7,  1864,  the  mult  of  jaj 
ipMtEon  in  CiiiKb,  thiit  the  oonstmotlon  of 
oartaln  works-  of  fortification  at  Montreal  and 
Qoebee  was  oMentlal  lo  enable  the  Britieh  troepe 
and  keel  Emm  to  miei  an  iDvasieo  bf  Uw 
Ansrkus  with  ai^  protest  of  snaosss." 

Now,  ^on  had  Colonel  (Gordon's  reoom- 
mendation  before  you  three  years  ago,  and 
you  had  this  Report  of  Colonel  Jervois 
before  you  siuoe  Pebruaty,  1864;  and  yet 
it  is  only  this  year  that  you  acknowledge 
that  it  is  your  bounden  duty  to  assist  in 
the  defences  of  Canada  by  tho  fotifloa- 


tion  of  Qaebec.  I  adc  ^oa,  ttien,  vlqr 
have  yon  delayed  it  until  now,  or  why 
have  yon  not  oonpleted  tiutM  deftnoes 
Imig  ago  ?  I  am  awara  that  fo  a  eertam 
extent  Her  Majesty's  Government  may 
find  a  justifloation  in  their  proposal  to  ex- 
pend only  £50,000  in  the  present  year; 
for  as  r^c&rded  the  penaaneot  works 
whieh  are  to  be  a«oted  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  expenditure  of 
£50,000  was  perhaps  as  much  as  oonld  be 
well  expended  at  that  point.  But  what 
is  the  coarse  whieh  the  American  Govern- 
ment have  taken  in  respect  to  th^  forti- 
fications f  Have  they  been  contented 
with  spending  only  the  snm  necessary  for 
the  establishment  of  permanent  works  ? 
Biave  th^  been  content  with  the  CMnple* 
tion  ^  the  peraianait  fortifications  in  a 
certdn  number  of  years?  No.  What 
they  have  done  is  this.  They  are  now 
engaged  in  oonstraetin^  ude  by  nde  of 
their  pemaoent  fortifications,  t^porary 
earthworks,  whioh  are  necessary  for  the 
security  of  their  permanent  works,  and 
efficient  for  the  defenoe  of  their  poeseeaions 
and  their  harbours.  Now,  if  you  confine 
yourself  to  the  erection  only  of  the  fortifi- 
oations  ih  question.  £50,000  might  be 
as  much  as  oould  be  expended  for  that 
purpose  at  this  particular  period.  But,  at 
the  same  time,  witii  respeot  to  the  erec- 
tion of  earthworks  on  the  other  ude  of  the 
river,  it  is  your  doty  promptly  and  with- 
out loss  of  time  to  put  Quebec  in  that 
state  of  defence  by  the  ereetioa  of  earth- 
works which  shall  make  it  seonre  against 
any  attabk  daring  the  emstniction  of  the 
permanent  forti&ations.  I  wish  also  to 
ask  yon,  what  are  yon  dmng  with  regard 
to  the  armament  of  Qaebeo  ?  No  doubt  it 
has  been  improved.  I  have  been  informed 
—indeed  I  know — that  witiiin  a  short 
period  guns  of  considerable  calibre,  but 
very  few  in  number,  have  been  seat  But 
what  is  the  general  character  of  the  arma- 
ment ?  The  guns  are  of  the  most  antique 
desoription,  and  utterly  useless  against 
iron-elads  at  100  yards  distanoe.  They 
are  absolutely  inefficient,  and  even  those 
inefficient  guns,  according  to  lettera  I 
have  received,  are  placed  upon  carrii^ 
BO  rotten  that  if  yoa  stumble  over  them 
yon  will  break  them  to  piaoaa.  Wall,  I 
ask,  is  that  a  peoitkm  in  whieh  a  great 
Imperial  fortress  should  be  left,  oonridmv 
ing  tiwt  tho  Govennunt  Imd  at  iMSt 
three  years'  notioe  of  the  piMnng  and 
vital  importance  of  patting  it  in  a  state 
of  oompleta  dafinoe^  and, 
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tion  tbej  now  at  length  acknowledge. 
Now,  as  regards  the  fortificatioDB  pro* 
posed  for  Ifontreal  and  Eingston.  The 
lortifioationB  of  Kontreal  are  put  down 
at  £450,000.  I  with  to  know  whether 
the  Canadian  Government  are  to  find  that 
money;  and  who  are  to  oonatnutt  the 
works.  So  yoQ  leave  these  works  to  the 
Canadian  OoTeniment  to  oonstroo^  or  do 
you  mean  to  do  them  yonrselvas  ?  If  yoa 
mean  to  do  them  yonrmves,  do  yoa  intend 
to  wait  for  tiie  Canadian  Government  to 
raise  flie  money  ?  Now,  remember  what 
the  position  of  the  Canadian  Government 
is  at  the  present  time,  when  you  are  putting 
upon  them  the  responsibility  of  finding  an 
amount  equivalent  to  your  £1,000,000 
sterling,  at  the  time  that  they  are  carry- 
ing out  their  project  of  Confederation, 
when  it  is  obvious  that  they  cannot  en- 
gage in  the  financial  operation  of  raising 
a  Urge  sum  of  monnr  by  loui.  I  want  to 
know  what  itepa  H«-  11^681/8  Qovem- 
mont  are  taking  in  carrying  ont  the  re- 
commendations of  Colonel  Jerroia,  and 
whether  tJiey  are  to  be  carried  oat  on  the 
anderstanding  with  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment that  the  British  Qorenunent  aie  to 
advance  the  whole  sum  neoessary,  to  be 
repaid  by  instalments,  or  whether  yon  are 
going  to  proceed  with  a  shilly-shally  policy, 
taking  neither  the  one  oourae  nor  the  other, 
but  throwing  upon  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment all  the  responsibility,  and  then,  when 
it  may  perhaps  be  found  that  they  are  un- 
prepared to  help  themselves,  reproaching 
them  by  saying  that  as  they  did  not  find 
the  money  in  time  they  must  take  all  the 
consequences  of  their  want  of  preparation. 
Let  us  remember  what  was  done  when  we 
were  engaged  in  a  foreign  war.  'What  did 
Her  Majes^'s  Government  then  do  in  the 
case  of  Sardinia  ?  Tou  came  down  to  the 
House  and  proposed  a  loan  of  £1,000,000 
to  Sardinia.  BeooUect^  too,  that  Sardinia 
was  then  a  foreign  Power,  and  engaged 
with  OS  in  a  foreign  war.  Well,  I  want 
to  know  if  the  em^enc^  waa  so  pressing 
thm  in  regard  to  a  foreign  al^,  are  you 
prepared  to  do  less  for  ^ur  own  country- 
men, for  the  vindication  of  your  own 
honour,  and  for  the  security  of  your  bre- 
thren in  Canada  now  than  you  did  in  the 
case  of  Sardinia  when  engaged  wiUi  us  in 
the  war  against  Bussia.  I  wish  an  answer 
to  the  inquiry  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretaiy  for  £e  Colonies  (Mr. 
Cardwell),  not  in  general,  but  in  plain  and 
distinct  terms— in  what  position  are  you. 
Her  Uiyeaty*B  Ministers,  placed  in  region 


to  the  Canadian  Government,  as  r^ards 
the  ability  of  the  Canadian  Government  to 
carry  out  those  works,  and  if  they  are  able 
to  carry  them  out  whether  they  or  the 
British  Government  are  actually  to  carry 
them  out.  There  is  another  matter  con- 
nected with  th^  defenoes  snggeeted  hf 
Colonel  Jervoia— namely,  the  Goremment 
works  at  Kingston.  This  was  connected 
with  the  communicati(m  with  ttie  western 
districts;  andintheviewofColonelJerroiB 
the  country  between  Lake  St  Louia  and 
Lf^e  Ontario  should  be  protected  by  naval 
ibroes  on  the  St  Lawrence  and  tiie  Lakes, 
as  well  as  military  defences.  From  the 
sea  to  Quebec  there  are  some  most  powerful 
sea-going  vessels  having  free  access  from 
Quebec,  and  £rom  Quebec  to  Kontreal  and 
Lake  St.  Louis  on  the  St.  Lawrence  there 
could  be  a  most  effective  and  successful 
defence  by  gunboats  drawing  fifteen  or  six- 
teen  feet  of  water,  iron-plated  vessels,  and 
armed  with  heavy  artillery.  That  is  clearly 
a  position  of  defences  that  must  be  under- 
taken by  tlie  country,  and  cannot  be  under- 
take hy  Canada.  From  Kingston  to  the 
head  of  the  Upper  Bapids  again  the  de- 
fences must  be  by  gnnboats.  But  it  is 
obvious  that  if  you  are  to  bare  efficient 
maritime  naval  de&noes  on  tiie  Lakes  and 
the  St  Lawrence  yea  must  have  some 
place  where  a  depdt  could  be  provided  for 
steam  vessels,  where  they  can  go  to  coal 
and  to  repair  and  where  their  stores  would 
be  in  safety.  It  is,  therefore,  proposed  for 
the  safety  of  the  vessels  engaged  in  the 
naval  defences  of  Lake  Ontario  and  the 
St.  Lawrence  that  a  large  depot  shall  be 
established  in  Kingston.  Now,  I  wish  to 
ask  what  Her  Majesty's  Government  are 
doing  there  ?  Are  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment or  the  Canadian.  Government  about 
to  carry  out  the  aoheme  that  was  proposed  i 
Are  you  or  the  Canadian  Government  to 
find  the  neceesary  money  for  the  purpose, 
or  are  yoa  prepared  to  asmst  the  Canadian 
Government  wiUi  monqr  ?  Furthermore, 
I  wish  to  know  in  regard  to  tlieae  fortifi- 
cationi^  whidi  are  admitted  to  be  of  the 
greatest  importance  and  most  formidable 
character,  whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  doing  anything  in  we  way  of  tem- 
porary arrangements  by  the  erection  of 
earthworks  which  are  essential  to  secure 
the  safety  of  the  two  positions  upon  which, 
according  to  Colonel  Jervots's  Beport,  the 
security  of  the  British  troops  depends. 
There  is  another  question  regarding  the 
system  of  defences  recommended  by  Colo- 
nel ^errois.    What  are  Her  UfyestVa 

Digitized  by  LaOOg IC 


16« 


Brfatenof  (GOMKOKS)  Cmuida—  1552 


Govenunent  doing  with  regard  to  gas- 
boats  ?  Beyood  a  certain  point,  we  have 
at  preiMit  only  two  TesielB  of  snuU  uze. 
What  are  700  doing  towarda  preparing 
others,  without  whi(%  yon  cannot  defend 
the  St.  Lawrence  £rom  Qaebeo  to  Mon- 
treal? There  are  no  gunboats  open  tiie 
Lakes.  It  is  perfectly  tme  that  until  the 
expiration  of  the  notice  of  the  American 
QoTemment  respectiDg  the  Lakes,  we  can- 
not hare  an  increased  force  upon  Lake 
Ontario.  Bat  we  can  all  recoUeot  what 
the  French  QoTemment  did  when  placed 
in  similar  straits,  and  what  I  understand 
the  American  GoTemment  are  doing  now. 
In  the  time  of  the  Italian  war  the  French 
GoTemment  constructed  iron-plated  shipa 
at  Toulon,  which  were  carried  iu  seg- 
ments to  the  Italian  Lakes.  They  were 
there  put  ti^ther  in  a  few  days  and 
renderei  most  effloient  serrioe  to  the 
French  arms.  The  same  thing  I  am  in- 
formed is  now  bnog  done  in  the  navy 
wdsof  New  Tork  and  Boston.  I  wish  to 
know  whether  Her  Uajestj's  Ooremment 
are  taking  any  steps  whatcTer,  in  lieu  of 
the  present  inefficient  force,  to  place  on 
Lake  Ontario  an  adequate  naval  force  at 
the  time  the  notice  expires  to  terminate 
the  convention.  If  I  am  told  that  this 
it  a  precipitate  course,  I  will  ask  the 
House  to  listen  for  a  moment  to  what  the 
American  Government  are  doing  in  respect 
to  this  matter.  We  had  notice  of  the  feel- 
ing of  America  in  regard  to  this  country 
soon  after  the  affiiir  of  the  2Vwii< ;  and  I 
do  not  think  that  anyone  can  wonder  thst 
a  h'gh-spirited  people  like  the  Americans 
ahould  feel  humiliated  at  the  result  of  that 
transaction.  But  what  have  they  been 
doing  from  that  moment  ?  They  know  in 
oaae  of  a  war  with  this  country  Uie  points 
we  ahould  attack,  and  without  ostentation 
they  have  bem  sparing  no  expense  in 
placing  their  weak  and  Tnlnerable  points 
in  a  complete  state  of  defence.  What, 
then,  is  the  position  in  which  they  are 
now  placed  ?  I  am  told  that  in  Portland 
there  is  a  new  granite  work  erected  mount- 
ing upwards  of  eigh^  gnns,  that  the  earth- 
works which  before  existed  have  all  been 
strengthened  by  the  oonstruotion  of  per- 
manent works,  and  that  these  fortifications, 
one  and  all,  are  armed  with  tbe  heaviest 
artillery  that  the  TTnited  States  could  pro- 
duce. And  as  regards  Boston,  I  understand 
that  tlie  old  forts  have  not  only  been 
strengthened,  but  are  armed  with  the  most 
formidable  artillery.  Upon  the  adjoining 
iduid  new  batteries  have  been  laised,  piin- 


cipally  of  earthworks,  in  anticipation  of 
more  permanent  works,  mounting  over 
too  guna  of  the  most  formidable  character. 
As  regards  New  York,  a  naval  officer  who 
has  been  there  lately,  and  who  has  seen 
the  works  of  Cionstadt  and  Sebastopol, 
sU^  his  bdief  that  the  fortifioationa  1^ 
Kew  York  are  infinitely  more  fbrmidable 
than  either  of  the  other  two,  and  equal  to 
an  J  fleet  that  can  be  brought  against  them. 
I  want  to  know  what  we  have  done  in  thia 
direction,  after  having  been  warned  re- 
peatedly that  hostilities  might  at  anj  time 
break  out.  Now,  I  do  not  believe  tiiat 
the  American  Ooverament  are  anxious  to 
precipitate  hostilities  with  us ;  but,  at  all 
events,  they  have  been  wise  enough  at 
the  earliest  possible  time  to  establish  the 
most  perfect  defences  that  modem  soienoe 
could  suggest  upon  their  Tuloerable  points, 
not  with  the  view  of  ever  coming  over  to 
this  eountry,  whilst  the  noble  Lord  and 
hia  friends  were  spending  almost  fhbolona 
soma  upon  Fortsea  Down  and  other  placea 
at  home.  Now,  in  the  case  ^  war  wiflli 
America,  the  f^ntier  of  Canada  was  our 
vulnerable  point.  You  were  warned  three 
years  ago  by  the  Report  of  Colonel  Gordon 
of  the  defenceless  state  of  that  frontier,  and 
yet  no  steps  whatever  have  been  taken  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  remedy  that 
evil.  Even  your  own  works  at  this  mo- 
ment are  armed,  not  with  weapons  of  war 
such  as  the  United  States  Government 
have  armed  their  forts,  but  with  inefficient 
and  antiquated  pieces  of  artillery.  So  much 
for  what  our  Government  have  done  with 
regard  to  fortifications.  Now  what  have 
they  done  with  r^ard  to  gunboats  }  Hie 
American  Qoveroment  have  opened  a  large 
credit  for  increasing  their  gunboata  upon 
the  Lakes,  whilst  we  have  been  doing 
nothing.  I  am  told  that  for  the  defence 
of  Lake  Ontario  and  other  places  the  navy 
yards  in  New  York  and  Boston  are  busily 
occupied ;  whilst  Her  Uajesty's  Govern- 
ment are  at  this  moment  taJdng  the  chance 
of  the  chapter  of  accidents.  And  if,  luckily, 
we  do  escape  any  cause  of  qostrel  with 
America,  ss  I  hope  and  tmst  we  may,  it 
will  not  be  from  any  feeling  on  their  port 
that  we  have  placed  ourselves  in  an  effl- 
cient  state  of  defence,  but  it  will  be  owing 
to  a  lucky  accident  or  to  their  forbearance, 
or  to  the  oircnmstanoe  of  no  political  qnea* 
tion  arising  to  excuse  a  declaration  of  war. 
But  I  have  received  another  letter  on  thia 
subject,  of  the  oontento  of  whioh  I  believe 
Her  liUjesty's  Government  are  perfectly 
aware.  X  ahall  nad  an  of^nif^  JfC^t 
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letter,  which  U  dated  "  New  Tork,  Feb 
roary  20,  1865."   The  writer  eayi— 

**  Ton  mwy  not,  pnliapt,  b»  »wv«  ttwt  the  Fe- 
dtral  GoTarnmeiit  an  now  MtiToly  but  qnietlr 
pr»partng  for  a  oooflkt  with  En>UDd,ihoaIa  *aoh 
Dohappilr  take  plaoe,  and  wbtwi  the  nation  an 
looking  forward  to." 

Now,  as  I  have  said,  I  do  not  agree  in  the 
■lightest  degree  wiUi  the  views  of  the 
wntro.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  steps 
taken  hy  the  Amerieaa  GoTemment  in  re* 
fbrence  to  the  revocation  of  the  Beciprocity 
Treaty  conceming  the  Lakes  have  been 
taken  with  any  foeling  of  hostility  to  Eng- 
land, but  tbey  are  justified  by  a  considera- 
tion of  theirown  interests  and  the  security 
of  their  defences. 

"  All  this,"  ooDtioned  the  writer^  reftrring  to 
the  Reeiprooitr  Treat7,  "ia  well  known,  bat  the  j 

rmtione  of  the  Amerioan  jmjj  with  regard  to 
Aawrioan  Lakes  %n  not  well  known,  nor  their 
eoarae  of  oondnot  even  In  London  itself.  They 
are  these : — An  Amerioan  Brm  of  boat  boilden 
in  London  hare  reeeired  an  order  from  the  Fede- 
ral GoTemmeot  for  the  ooDStmetion  of  fort; 
■team  lannchet  or  ganboata,  to  be  fortjr-flve  feet 
in  length,  fifteen  foot  deep,  on  the  double-screw 
princi^e,  with  hi^presrare  en^nee,  to  oarrj  one 
nn  each,  and  to  more  in  a  small  dranghtof  water. 
It  ii  unneeewary  to  point  out  how  miaohieTone 
■neh  gunboate  may  be.  They  will  be  made  to  uil 
with  a  light  draught  of  water,  with  great  speed, 
and  will  be  oapable  of  acting  Tigoroualr  in  ahal- 
lowi  and  creeks.  Already  fire  of  these  formidable 
wasps,  at  they  are  ealled,  have  arrived  out  in  the 
States,  and  the  remainder  are  to  follow  when  they 
are  completed.  If  my  information  be  correct,  and 
1  have  no  donbt  it  it,  they  are  packed  in  oatet  in 
London,  and  will  arriTC  here  in  sttch  a  ooodition 
as  to  render  it  a  matter  of  no  diflteulty  to  transfer 
them  by  means  of  a  double  truck  to  BoflUo." 

NoWf  I  believe  that  Her  M^estj's  Qo- 
vennDient  are  in  fall  posBeaiion  of  the  facte 
eontained  in  this  statonent.  I  believe  that 
their  attention  has  been  ealled  to  them. 
I  am  also  perfectly  aware  that  th^  could 
not,  under  the  existing  state  of  the  law, 
interfere  with  these  operations;  but  still 
I  want  to  know,  not  why  we  do  not  inter- 
fere in  this  matter,  but  what  Her  H^jesty's 
Govemment  are  doing  to  meet  the  difficul- 
ties that  appear  to  be  arising  ?  Are  they 
preparing  in  the  dockyards  of  this  country 
anything  by  which  we  shall  be  enabled  to 
place  the  American  Lakes  and  the  River 
St.  Lawrence  in  a  oondition  of  defence, 
without  which  Colonel  Jervois  says  in  his 
Beport  that  the  only  retouroe  left  to  the 
British  troops  will  be  to  retire  to  onr  ships 
as  fast  as  th^  can,  in  order  to  avoid  being 
taken  priionen?  Now  I  have  spoken  at 
nntef  lengfli  than  I  at  first  intended, 
bat  I  have  been  induced  to  do  so  from 
an  eameat  oonTwtion  that  thia  is  a  matter 


of  the  most  vital,  pressing,  and  paramount 
importance.  T  aak  the  House  to  consider 
what  has  been  onr  position  during  the 
last  three  years.  During  that  time  at  any 
mconent,  u  consequence  of  a  raid  from 
Canada — a  step  powbly  set  on  foot  by 
Confederate  sympathizers  with  the  inten- 
tion of  implicating  this  country  in  an  act 
leading  to  a  war  with  America — or  in 
consequence  of  the  intemperate  order  of  an 
injndioious  commander,  or  of  some  event 
striking  alarm  into  the  minds  of  the  Ame- 
rican people,  war  might  at  any  time  have 
broken  out  between  this  country  and  the 
United  States.  And  once  such  a  war  com- 
mcDced,  who  could  say  where  it  would 
end  ?  You  have  in  Canada  the  Guards, 
the  flower  of  our  army ;  you  have  troops 
there  not  only  bearing  the  prestige  of  the 
Boyal  name,  attach^  personally  to  the 
Sovereign,  but  counting  amongst  their 
members  the  scions  of  the  nobles,  and  the 
best  blood,  and,  what  is  nobler  and  better 
still,  the  annals  of  these  regiments  are 
illustrated  by  deeds  of  glory  and  heroism, 
achieved  at  Waterloo  and  the  Crimea.  But 
what  was  the  position  of  these  men  during 
all  this  time  ?  If  war  had  nnezpectedly 
broken  out,  Colonel  Jervois  tells  you,  the 
only  counsel  you  could  have  given  to  them 
would  have  been  to  fly  as  fast  as  possible 
to  their  ships,  to  leave  Canada  and  take 
refuge  in  this  country.  And  if  they 
scorned  such  advice— if  they  scorned  to 
leave  Canada  to  be  conquered  and  ruined 
—as  I  am  sure  they  would,  then  what 
would  be  left  to  them  ?  Nothing  but  de* 
feat  and  disgrace,  a  hopeless  resifitance  and 
certain  desfaniction.  Well  now,  you  have 
still  8,000  or  10,000  troops  in  Canada 
placed  at  this  moment  in  the  same  pou^ 
tion.  "What  X  want  to  impress  on  the 
House  is,  the  fact  that  no  man  can  say  for 
certain  whether  hostilities  may  not  break 
out  suddenly  between  this  country  and  the 
United  States.  But  what  you  can  say  for 
certain  is  this — unless  yon  set  to  work 
promptly,  energetically,  and  without  the 
loss  of  one  hour  to  place  the  frontier  of 
Canada  in  a  stato  of  defence,  the  best  blood 
of  your  troops  may  be  sacrificed  and  the 
honour  of  England  tarnished.  I,  there- 
fore, hope  I  have  said  enough  to  induce 
this  House  and  the  country  to  impress 
upon  the  Government  the  &ct  that  the 
system  which  they  have  been  following 
for  the  last  two  or  three  years  will  do  no 
longer.  It  will  not  do  to  inquire  and  do 
nolJhing.  It  will  not  do  to  receive  reports 
from  our  Oommisnoners  and  do-tuthmgi  n 
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TMpect  to  them.  What  you-  are  bound  to 
do  is  to  come  to  an  undentanding  with 
Canada  as  to  the  jpreparatioos  that  should 
be  made  under  existing  circumstances,  and 
who  shoiUd  bear  the  expense  attendant 
upon  the  fortifications  and  othw  necessary 
works  of  defence.  Tou  are  bound  at  once 
to  put  in  force  the  whole  means  at  your 
oommand  to  make  Canada  what  she  ought 
to  be— namely,  capable  of  defencOf  and  not 
a  source  of  danger  to  this  country.  For 
my  own  part  I  shall  be  more  than  repaid 
for  the  trouble  I  have  taken  in  the  matter 
If  one  great  object  which  I  have  in  view 
is  answered—that  is,  if  the  country  and 
the  Government  are  induced  to  put  Canada 
into  an  efficient  state  of  defence,  so  that 
in  case  the  war  at  present  raging  in  the 
Northern  and  Southern  States  shomd  come 
to  an  end,  the  population  of  America — and 
I  am  speaking  now  not  of  those  placed  at 
the  head  of  its  affairs,  or  of  those  who 
might  have  iufluencfr— but  I  say  emphati- 
cally, the  population,  intoxicated  with 
success,  duHud  not  allow  themselTes  to  be 
led  into  a  var  with  this  ooontry  under  a 
bdief  that  Canada  ia  inoapable  of  making 
any  defonoe.  I  believe  that  by  making 
Canada  capable  of  defence  yon  will 
strengthen  the  bonds  of  peace  remov- 
ing one  great  source  of  temptation  from 
those  who  might  otherwise  take  advan- 
tage of  it.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  should 
the  da^  unfortunately  arrive  and  hostili- 
ties anse  between  this  oountry  and  the 
United  States,  I  shall  at  least  have  done 
my  doty  in  pressing  upcm  the  attention  of 
Her  Majesty's  Chtvemment  and  this  House 
the  necessity  of  our  adopting  such  effi- 
cient means  of  defence  as  might  remove  all 
possible  dangw  from  Canada,  and  prevent 
disgrace  b^sg  brought  upon  onr  armies 
and  dishonour  upon  our  name. 

Ub.  W.  B.  FOBSTEB:  Sir,  I  do  not 
riae  in  any  way  to  deprecate  the  discus- 
sion which  has  bera.  niied,  and  atiU  less 
do  I  wish  to  object  to  the  tane  in  which 
the  hon.  Hember  for  Horsham  has  intra* 
duced  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  tho 
House.  I  only  wish  that  the  same  tone 
may  be  generally  exhibited  in  the  course 
of  the  debate.  Uy  reason  for  troubling 
the  House  with  any  remarks  is,  that  I 
wish  to  state  how  earnestly  I  desire,  when 
a  reply  is  given,  that  that  reply  should  be 
most  fuU  and  most  frank ;  and  that  not 
merdy  as  regards  any  queirtion  of  dnty  we 
may  owe  to  Canada  or  that  Canada  may 
owe  to  lu,  but  u  affecting  the  relaticms 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
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and  between  the  United  States  and  i^s 
country  through  Canada.  Th««  are  two 
or  three  questions  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member.  One  is,  how  Canada  can  be 
best  defended  from  atta^.  Upon  this 
I  shall  offer  no  remarks,  as  it  is  an  en- 
gineering question.  I .  can  only  simpler 
say  that  1  fear  that  if  what  the  hon. 
Uember  wishes  ns  to  do  ia  done,  and  we 
make  Canada  defensible  dirooghont  the 
length  and  breadth  of  her  border  against 
the  agression  of  her  powerfol  neighbour, 
the  expense  will  be  enormous,  b^ond 
what  he  has  any  notion  of,  and  I  am 
afraid  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  handed 
down  to  posterity  as  an  imitator,  still 
more  extravagant,  of  those  fortifications 
which  will  immertaliaa  the  noble  Lord. 
Then,  there  is  another  question.  If  Ca- 
nada is  to  be  armed,  what  is  the  relative 
share  of  the  cost  to  be  borne  by  this 
country  and  by  Canada  ?  On  this  subjeot 
I  shall  not  trouble  the  ^nse,  seeing  that 
the  principle  is  becoming  more  established 
every  day  that  the  situation  between  this 
country  and  British  America  is  very  much 
one  of  an  offionsive  and  dafonnve  allianee 
betwean  two  self'goTwniing  commnnities 
united  together  by  allegiance  to  one  legi- 
timate Sovereign.  Therefore  we  have  a 
right  to  call  upon  the  North  American 
colonies  by  organisation  and  union  to  as- 
sist in  their  own  defonra,  and  to  prove 
their  patriotism  by  a  willing  contribution 
of  money  and  of  men.  There  is,  however, 
another  qoestiim  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Gentieman  which  has  a  more  immediate 
interest  to  all  in  this  House.  That  ques- 
tion is  whether  there  be  any  urgent  ne> 
cessit^  that  those  two  allies  should  at  once 
enter  into  arrangements  for  the  defence  of 
Canada  against  a  possible  invasion  by  her 
powerful  neighbour.  No  one  can  object 
to  the  tone  of  the  hon.  Hember  for  Hora- 
ham ;  but  is  it  clear  that  there  is  snoh 
danger  as  he  seems  to  apprehend?  b 
there  reason  to  fear  that  peace  between 
the  two  sections  of  the  North  American 
Statra  now  contending  with  each  other 
would  mean  war  by  them  against  thia 
country,  with  Canada  and  the  ocean  for 
battlefields  ?  I  know  that  fear  does  pre- 
vail extensively,  but  I  need  hudly  my 
that  I  do  not  entertain  it,  as  I  believe  it 
to  be  utterly  gronndless.  Still  that  foar 
does  prevail ;  it  keeps  down  the  fiinds  and 
affects  all  the  calculations  of  commerce. 
A  contest  between  the  United  Statea  and 
ourselvee  would  be  a  disgrace  to  civiliza- 
tion, aod  m^ht  almost  b«  oalkd  one  oivil 
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war  taking  the  place  of  another.  Though 
I  beliere  that  fear  to  be  nttarlj  unreason- 
able, and  baaed  npon  no  foundation,  cer- 
tainly men  of  great  eminence  and  high 
poaition-*^ea  whom  the  country  lookB 
upon  with  respect — have  done  their  beat 
lineerely,  without  doubt,  to  excite  this 
fear.  I  do  not  say  this  of  the  hon.  Uem* 
ber  for  Horsham.  He  could  not  hare 
expressed  that  fear  in  more  moderate  lan- 
guage or  more  oonoiltatoiy  terma  than  he 
had  done.  But  this  has  not  been  the  case 
witii  other  memhers  of  the  parb^  to  which 
he  belong!.  We  all  know  that  a  statra- 
man  who  is  not  only  respected  by  his  own 
party,  hot  by  Uembers  sitting  on  this 
aide  of  the  House,  has  taken  occasion  to 
express  fears  of  an  immediate  war  with 
the  United  States  in  a  much  more  urgent 
manner  and  with  a  much  less  conciliatory 
spirit  than  the  hon.  Gentleman — the  Earl 
of  Derby,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  Or- 
der!"] 

Us.  SPEAKER  said,  it  would  be  con- 
trary to  Order  to  read  a  report  of  a  speech 
mac^  in  the  House  of  Lords  during  the 
present  Session. 

Mb.  W.  E.  FOBSTEB  :  I  will  only 
WBCj  tihat  the  noble  Earl  made  a  speech 
•omewhere— but  I  will  not  say  where — 
and  that  he  took  ocewion  of  the  despatch 
which  had  been  brought  forward  to-night 
being  laid  on  the  ti&Ie.  to  say  that  he 
oonudered  that  the  publication  of  that 
despatch  showed  Tory  great  danger — a 
danger  arising  from  the  hostile  feelings  of 
the  American  people  towards  this  country; 
and  he  went  on  to  say  he  considered  that 
danger  arose  from  symptoms  of  menace 
from  the  United  States,  and  that  the  dan- 
ger waa  great,  ni^nt,  and  absolutely  im- 
pending  upon  us.  Well,  when  eminent 
■tatesmen  in  the  porition  of  Lord  Derby 
oome  forward  and  ei^nMa  tiieir  fears  in 
such  language  as  this,  can  we  wonder 
that  they  are  felt  throughout  the  country } 
I  thaak  the  hon*  Onitleman  £»  what  he 
has  said  to-night,  and  I  hope  from  its 
being  known  uat  he  is  in  ralation  with 
ttiat  atatesman,  tiiat  the  ipeeoh  he  made 
to  night  will,  to  some  ei^t,  undo  the 
barm  in  thia  country  and  in  America 
which  the  remarks  of  the  noble  Lord  were 
so  likely  to  cause.  The  fact  of  such  a 
debate  as  this  gives  us  a  right  to  call  upon 
the  QoTemment  for  the  fullest  explwa- 
tion.  Lat  them  tell  us  if  there  are  any 
despatches  or  facts  of  which  we  are  not  at 
present  aware,  which  would  warrant  the 
iangu^  thai  bad  been  ao  wed  dbe- 


where.  If  there  are  no  such  despatches  or 
facts,  .  let  them  reassure  the  country. 
Though  I  believe  this  fear  to  have  no. 
foundation,  and  that  this  danger  is  non- 
existent, I  cannot  deny  that  the  expres- 
sion of  fear  does  tend  to  call  the  danger 
into  existence.    Perhaps  I  should  not 
say  "  fear,"  for  we  are  a  brave  and  high* 
spuited  people,  and  fear  is  not  one  of  our 
besetting  sins.   Sut  we  are  a  snspi<nouB 
people,  uid  when  lus^moni  are  aroused 
we  know  that,  however  nnreasonable, 
they  are  by  their  very  nature  irritating, 
provocatory,  and  aggressive.   We  know 
how  it  was  two  or  three  years  ago  when 
we  were  afflicted  with  a  French  panio. 
I  believe  there  is  nobody  now  who  is  not 
ashamed  of  haviug  believed  that  the 
Frenoh  Emperor  would  come  over  like  a 
thief  in  the  night  and  land  an  army  on 
our  shores.   No  man  looks  hack  on  that 
period  who  is  not  ashamed  of  it.  But 
how  near  was  that  suspicion  realizing 
its  own  fear,  and  with  America  the 
danger  is  still  greater,  for  the  similarity 
of  language  between  the  two  countries 
gives  double  force  to  irritating  taunts 
and  expressionB.  Take  the  remarks  which 
appeared  in  the  most  influential  journal 
in  this  country  only  last  week.    Is  a 
leading  article  last  week  Th$  Tivm  m^de 
use  of  this  language:— "If  the  Federals 
can  go  to  war  witii  us  with  a  prospect 
of  success,  they  will  go  to  war."   I  see 
there  are  some  Gentlemen  in  the  House 
who  hold  the  same  opinion;  but  will 
they  agree  with  the  concluding  para- 
graph of  that  article,  in  which  a  hope 
is  expressed  that  the  present  terrible  con- 
test will  continue  to  devastate  America 
and  to  decimate  the  population,  so  that 
the  Northern  people,  to  whom  are  im- 
puted hostile  intentions  against  us,  may 
become  exhausted  ?  If  there  be  such  hos- 
tile feelings  entertained  towards  us,  it  it 
important  to  asoertaiu  the  fact.  True, 
there  have  been  articles  in  American  news- 
papers of  a  hoatdle  oharaoter,  but  artidea 
of  a  dmilar  tendem^  towards  America 
have  been  published  in  new^pers  here. 
For  every  attack  in  the  American  papers, 
I  could  get  one  in  this  country  attacking 
America ;  and  because  of  these  articles  is 
it  to  be  supposed  that  we  wish  to  go  to 
war  with  America?    There  have  been 
speeches  made  in  the  American  Congress 
which  I  consider  to  be  unwise,  but  have 
we  had  no  unwise  speeches  in  the  English 
Parliament?   But  after  all,  nations  can 
only  be  mad^  responsible  fw  the  acts  of 
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their  GoTernments  bj  which  tb^  Rpeak. 
Ifow,  what  have  the  Gorerameiit  of  the 

tTnited  States  done  to  prodnce  this  feel- 
ing ?  I  am  glad  the  hon.  Gentleman  ac- 
quitted them,  but  there  again  he  differs 
from  his  chief,  who  said  he  considered  the 
noUce  giren  ibr  the  disoondnnanoe  of  the 
arrangement  with  respect  to  the  vessels  to 
he  kept  on  the  Lakes  was  without  proTO- 
oation.  Now,  what  is  the  fact  in  relation 
to  this  point?  I  will  refer  to  the  notice 
^Ten  by  Mr.  Adams  of  the  disoontinnaiioe 
w  the  arrangement  because  the  hon.  Gen- 
tieman,  no  doubt  nnoonsoionBly,  did  not 
ihirly  represent  the  ^ect  of  titat  notice. 
Hff  seems  to  hare  an  impression  that  the 
notice  was  0nal,  but  I  do  not  understand 
the  notice  in  this  my,  for  Mr.  Adams, 
after  referring  to  tlu  attacks  on  the 
•teamen  in  the  Lakes,  and  the  raid  made 
upon  St.  Albana,  and  the  neoeesity  of 
prerenfeing  the  lecnirenoe  of  sueh  acts, 
says — 

"  I  am,  therefore,  with  great  regret  iostnicted 
to  gire  thii  formal  notice  to  jronr  Lordabip, 
tha^  in  oonfonnit7  iritli  the  treaty  reiemtioD  of 
the  right,  at  the  exj^ratioR  of  ^  month*  from 
the  date  of  this  note  the  United  Sutei  wilt  deem 
thenuelne  at  liberty  to  increaie  the  naval  ar- 
mament npoD  the  Lakes,  if,  in  their  jadgment, 
the  condition  of  atbin  la  tlutt  qnartv  shall  Uwn 
require  it." 

We  all  know,  homTer,  that  a  neat  deal 
ma^  happen  in  six  months.  It  is  my 
behef— and  in  1^  belief  many  persons 
coincide  —  that  before  th»t  time  has 
elapsed  it  is  by  no  means  impossible  that 
the  war  itself,  and  with  it  the  very  state 
of  things  which  has  led  to  this  notice, 
may  be  at  an  end.  lb.  Adams  goes  on 
to  say — 

"  In  taking  this  step  I  am  desired  to  astnre 
7oar  Lordship  that  it  is  resorted  to  onl;  as  an 
indispensable  measure  to  the  national  defence, 
and,  so  lar  from  being  16  a  spirit  of  hostility, 
tiiat  it  ipringi  finmi  a  wbh  no  lets  earnest  than 
horetome  to  preeerre  the  most  Aiendljr  relations 
with  Great  Britain.  I  take  pleasure  in  adding 
that  it  is  the  fixed  purpose  of  mj  OoTcmmeDt 
in  every  case  to  direct  its  energies  to  the  pre* 
TCntioD  of  all  attempts  to  invade  the  British  ter- 
ritory, whether  by  my  <tf  retaliation  or  other- 
wise." 

If  words  express  any  meaning  at  all  that 
despatch  oihit^  the  impression  that  that 
anangement  is  not  re^rded  as  a  bad 
one  hf  the  American  Goremmen^  but 
that  it  is  simply  thought  neoeasary  to  de- 
part from  it  on  grounds  of  self-uefbno^ 
and  that  as  soon  as  the  causes  which  have 
led  to  the  departure  had  ceased,  the  de- 
nre  for  its  termination  would  no  longer 
Mr,  W.  B.  FmUr 


'  remain.  Hy  hon.  Friend  OTidoiQy  la* 
[  hours  under  a  misappr^enrion  with  re- 
qteot  to  the  Beetprocity  Treaty,  because 
as  yet  no  notice  has  been  given  for  its 
termination.  Notice  has  been  given  of  a 
Motion  to  that  effect  in  the  American 
Congr^  and  if  carried  the  repeal  can 
only  take  place  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
That  is  a  case  in  which  diplomacy  may  be 
expected  to  interfere  with  effect.  There 
are  two  parties  in  America,  one  of  which 
is  interested  in  the  maintenance,  and  the 
other  in  the  abrogation  of  the  treaty,  uid 
the  party  who  think  that  their  interests  are 
injured  by  it  hare  unexpectedly  an  argu- 
ment given  to  tiiem  by  the  expresuon  of 
sympathy  in  this  country  and  in  Canada  in 
fitToorof  the  Confedontes.  But  whon  the 
cause  of  irritation  is  removed  X  believe 
the  feeling  to  which  it  has  given  rise  will 
also  depart.  My  full  belief  ia  that  the 
great  majority  of  the  American  people 
believe  that  the  treaty  in  its  main  prin- 
ciple is  of  immense  advantage  to  both,  that 
it  has  led  to  great  prosperity  and  good 
feeling  between  them,  but  that  in  r^ify 
it  is  more  advantageous  to  the  greater 
portion  of  America  than  to  Canada.  I 
have  no  doubt  they  will  exercise  their  in- 
fluence over  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  instead  of  a  repeal,  the 
treaty  will  only  be  slightly  modified.  The 
hon.  Gentieman  dwelt  upon  the  effirts 
which  the  Government  of  America  made 
to  fortify  their  own  shores,  but  surely  he 
did  not  wish  it  to  be  supposed  that  their 
taUng  measures  of  deftnoe  was  to  be  con- 
strued into  an  act  of  hosf^i^,  or  as  im- 
puting an  intention  of  hostiU^  against 
tiiis  country.  'Though  our  Government 
has  pursued  a  strict  course  of  neutrality, 
attempts  have  been  made  to  cause  them 
to  depart  from  that  neutrality,  and  in  the 
apprehension  that  these  attempts  may  be 
BUooeBsfol,  surely  the  American  Govern- 
ment would  not  have  done  their  duty  if 
they  had  not  made  such  preparations  for 
defence  as  they  thought  might  be  required 
in  such  an  eventuality.  Other  complainta 
have  been  made  against  the  American 
(Government  It  is  said  that  they  have  a 
hostility  towards  lu,  and  that  the  claims 
which  have  arisen  out  of  the  depredations 
of  the  AUAama  and  other  ships  which 
have  issued  from  our  ports — okdms  which 
this  oonntiT  will  feel  itself  bound  in  ho- 
nour to  renise— will  be  made  an  excuse 
for  war.  Now  I  wish  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment if  there  is  any  despatch  which  gives 
gnmnd  to  believe  that  ii  ' 

Digitized  by ' 


1561         CoIondJmoii  {ITaxob 


18,1865)   iZqmi— OftMrmtfoM.  1662 


be  enforced  in  anoh  a  manner — whether 
there  ia  any  despatch  affecting  the  prin- 
ciples of  these  claims  since  the  despatch 
of  Mr.  Seward  to  Earl  Bussell  of  the  23rd 
of  Ootober,  1863  ?  I  trust  the  House  will 
allow  me  to  call  attention  to  the  words 
in  which  that  claim  was  made.  After 
giving  the  reasons  on  which  the  claim  was 
founded,  such  aa  the  destruction  of  pro- 
perty, and  accnung  us  of  a  want  of  promp* 
titade  in  our  attempts  to  hinder  the  de* 
pattare  of  these  Teaela  from  our  shores, 
Mr.  Adams  says — 

"  UiKm  tbess  prinoipleB  of  law  ud  Uisse  «s- 
Bomptlmia  of  iMi  mting  upon  the  evldenoe  ia 
tlw  esw,  I  am  Itittnieted  to  nj  that  mj  Gotwii- 
ment  mast  eontinot  to  ioaiat  that  Great  Britain 
has  made  itaelf  reepooBible  for  the  damages  whieh 
the  peaceful  law-abiding  oitiseos  of  tbo  United 
States  aastafn  hj  the  depredations  of  the  vessel 
ealled  the  Alabama.  In  repeatiog  this  ecnelu- 
sion,  however,  it  is  not  to  be  understood  that  the 
United  States  inelioe  to  aot  dogmatically  or  in  a 
sfHrik  of  litigation.  They  desire  to  maintain 
amity  as  well  as  peace.  Thej  fully  comprehend 
bow  anavoidably  reciprocal  grieranoes  mast  spring 
up  from  the  diTercenoe  in  the  polity  of  the  two 
countries  in  regard  to  the  present  insnrrection. 
They  cannot  but  appreeiate  tlw  difflcnities  under 
which  Her  Majes^'a  Qovemmcnt  is  labouring 
from  tlie  pressure  of  interests  and  oombinations 
of  British  subjects  appareDtly  Iwnt  upon  compro- 
mising by  tiMir  anlawnl  nets  the  neutrality  which 
Her  Bajeaty  has  procl«med  and  desires  to  pre- 
serve, even  to  the  extent  of  involving  the  two 
nations  in  the  horrors  of  a  maritime  war.  For 
these  reaeoas  I  am  instrueted  to  say,  that  tbey 
fraaUy  eonfets  themselves  nnwilling  to  regard  tlra 
present  boor  as  the  most  bvourable  to  a  calm  and 
candid  azamioation  by  either  party  of  the  &cta 
or  the  principles  involved  in  cases  like  the  one 
now  in  question.  Though  indulging  a  firm  con- 
viction of  the  comotness  of  their  position  in  re- 
gud  to  this  and  other  elaims,  they  deolare  them* 
selves  disposed  at  all  times,  hereafter  at  well  aa 
now,  to  eonsidsr  in  the  fblleat  manner  all  the  evi- 
deaoe  and  the  ar|;nroeots  which  Her  Majesty's 
Govemment  may  mclioe  to  proflbr  in  refutation 
of  it ;  and  in  ease  of  an  impouibilitj  to  arrive  at 
any  common  oonolnsion,  I  am  directed  to  say 
there  is  no  fair  and  equitable  form  of  conventional 
arbitrament  or  reference  to  which  tbey  will  not  be 
willing  to  luhmit." 

This  despatch  shows  that  the  American 
Gevemment  put  forward  the  daim  in  a 
conciliatory  manner;  that  they  did  not pnt 
it  forward  in  a  peremptory  manner,  or 
wish  to  make  it  a  qnestion  of  honour  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  The  hoa.  Hem- 
ber  for  Binnini^am  brooght  it  oat  the 
other  night  that  we  hod  a  nanber  of 
elaima  against  tite  American  Qormimeni 
By  a  Fariiamentary  Paper  of  the  Slat  of 
Mareh,  1864,  it  appears  tiiere  are  451  such 
(daims.  I  dare  la^  the  raat  majontj  of 
these  oUuma  are  joat;  bat  it  wonld  be 


quite  unreasonable  to  say  that  because  we 
made  these  claims  we  would  peremptorily 
enforce  them.  The  United  States  are 
likely  to  act  towards  us  in  the  same  man- 
ner. 1  wish  to  ask  the  Treasury  Bench 
to  inform  the  House  whether  there  is  any 
despatch  from  the  American  Govemment 
altering  the  principle  on  which  these  claims 
bare  been  put  by  If  r.  Adams  ;  whether, 
in  fact,  any  claim  baa  been  made  since 
that  letter  except  one  claim  on  accoant  of 
the  destruction  of  the  Sea  Bride  by  the 
Alahama,  and  in  that  case  according  to  the 
principle  thus  laid  down  ?  If  the  coodnot 
of  the  American  Government  ia  so  differ- 
ent from  what  it  is  said  to  be,  why  these 
extraordinary  misrepresentations?  why  thia 
snejuoion  of  the  American  Government?  I 
do  not  believe,  aa  Lord  Swhy,  and  as  other 
Gentlemen  in  this  House  seem  to  believe, 
that  there  is  a  desire  in  America  for  a  war 
with  this  country.  The  people  in  Ame- 
rica have  a  longing  for  peace,  they  desire 
it  with  eagerness,  as  any  one  who  mixes 
with  Americans  knows,  and  I  cannot  be* 
lieve  thAt  with  the  debt  and  the  sacrifice 
and  loss  of  life  which  war  has  imposed 
on  them,  they  wiU  inaugurate  peace 
amongst  themselves  by  an  unprovoked  war 
against  a  nation  that  is  more  powerful 
than  the  Southern  States,  and  which 
wonld  be  attended  with  burdens  far 
greater  and  sacrifices  much  larger  than 
they  now  experience,  even  though  their 
attraipt  against  Canada  was  in  the  first  in- 
stance Boocesaful.  I  attribute  the  present 
feeling  in  this  oonntry  to  two  olaeses  of  men 
who  have  got  hold  of  the  British  public  and 
mialed  them.  They  are,  first,  the  Confe- 
derate agents  and  those  who  sympathize 
vrith  the  South,  and,  secondly,  disappointed 
prophets.  Hy  hon.  Frirad  the  Member 
for  Horsham  allowed,  I  think,  the  first 
class  to  get  at  him.  That  letter,  contain- 
ing the  extraordinary  account  of  the  gun- 
boats,  came,  I  think,  from  a  Confederate 
source.  [Ifr.  Setmoits  FirzaxRALD:  No  !] 
Many  men  in  this  country  have  been  most 
active  as  Confederate  sympathizers — I  do 
not  blame  them  for  entotaining  strong 
feelings — and  in  this  the  last  gasp  of  the 
rebellion  they  are  straining  every  nerve 
to  frighten  X&^land  into  taking  uie  only 
step  which  ia  likely  to  rescue  from  defeat 
the  canae  to  which  they  are  devoted. 
Time  are  men,  too,  of  great  Ktenury  fiune 
in  this  oonntry  who  must  be  vexed  at  the 
shortcomings  of  their  prophecies,  and  who, 
after  having  foretold  from  d»  to  day  the 
miaerable  foilare  of  the  V^S^^j^t 
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deem  it  oonTeoient  to  hide  their  fidlaoieei 
or,  at  all  erents,  divert  atteotirai  from  t^nr 
mistakes,  by  continaaUj  urpng  upon 
their  oonntrymen  thatsaooess  in  the  North 
vonid  only  be  the  herald  of  a  war  with 
this  ooonta^.  These  are  the  men  who  say 
that  whatever  the  American  GoTemment 
may  eay  or  do,  we  are  not  to  trust  to  it. 
because  however  friendly  the  Government 
may  be,  the  people  are  unfriendly.  The 

aaestion  is  of  snoh  immense  importance 
wt  I  tnut  the  House  will  aUow  me  to 
state  my  reasons  for  believing  that  the 
charge  against  the  American  people  is  as 
unfounded  as  Uie  oharge  against  Uie  Ame- 
rioan  Oovemmmt.  That  oharge  is  based 
on  tkne  ideas,  all  of  which  I  believe 
rest  on  fitUaoieB.  ^Die  first  idea  ia,  Uiat  the 
United  States — I  mean  theFedml  Fewer, 
the  Federal  people— are  greedy  of  empire 
and  of  dominion.  The  second  is,  that 
they  are  vindictive  and  eager  for  revenge, 
and  the  third  is  that  their  Qovemment  is 
unable  to  control  the  people.  I  believe 
there  is  a  fidlaoy  in  each.  I  will  take  the 
last  first.  The  right  hon.  GentUman  the 
Kember  for  Horahun  seems  to  suppose 
that  the  American  Government  are  unable 
to  control  the  temporary  irritation  of  the 
people.  Now  there  is  no  Government  in 
the  woiid  to  whom  such  an  inabili^  can  be 
lese  attributed,  because  though  the  Ame- 
rican Government  is  a  Government  of  the 
people,  it  is  not  therefore  the  Govwnmoit 
of  ft  mob ;  and  I  challenge  anj  hon. 
Ifember  to  produce  a  cue  in  whidi  the 
mob  of  America  has  controlled  the  Go- 
vernment. There  are  dangerous  mobs  in 
New  Yoifc,  and  maybe  in  one  or  two  other 
towns  of  America,  but  Ammoa  is  not  so 
much  responsible  for  them  as  England  and 
Ireland,  who  sent  them.  But  supposing 
there  are  mobs  in  the  cities,  it  does  not 
follow  that  they  have  any  influence  over 
the  American  Ghtveniment.  The  real 
power  over  the  American  Government  is 
the  great  body  of  farmers  throughout  the 
country,  who  care  nothing  for  the  mobe  in 
New  XoA  or  in  any  oUier  city  in  the 
Unimi,  and  there  are  cheeks  in  the  forms 
of  the  American  Oovornment  which  pre- 
vent any  yielding  to  temporary  irritation 
muoh  atnmger  ttua  any  which  exist  in  this 
eonntry.  If  there  be  molts  in  the  Ameri- 
oan  Gvremment— uid  thore  are  very  gnat 
fhnlts — it  U  beoanse  that  Goveram«it  is 
less  fiablft  to  be  influenced  by  the  temporary 
feeling  of  the  people  than  it  ought  to  be. 
The  xeaacm  of  that  is  that  the  Executive 
is  more  independent  thaa  onn.  The 
Mr,  W.  JE  Far>A9r 
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Fiendeni  haa  fiur  greaiw  power  in  that 
respect  than  the  Prime  Kinirterof  England; 
and  the  fact  which  seems  to  us  so  strange, 
that  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Legis- 
lature sit  for  months  after  they  are  vir- 
tually turned  out,  is  an  evidenoe  of  the 
checks  which  are  provided  by  their  system 
against  temporary  influMices.  What  has 
happened  during  the  war  shows  this.  If 
an  Englidi  Ministry  had  made  the  iail- 
nrea  whidi  have  'occurred  in  the  conduct 
cf  the  Amraiean  armies  and  of  Ame- 
rican  policy  the  English  people  would 
not  have  shown  the  same  long-forbear- 
ing patienoe,  but  we  should  have  had 
change  after  change  of  AdministratiMi. 
Therefbre  the  foar  that  the  American 
Government  is  likely  to  plunge  into  war 
through  any  temporary  irritation  on  the 
part  of  the  people  is  totally  unreaaonable. 
It  is  said,  in  tiie  second  i^aoe,  that  the 
people  are  eager  for  revenge.  I  do  not 
deny  that  there  are  and  have  been  some 
things  d<me  by  England  which  America 
might  feel  somewhat  bitterly,  but  these 
have  been  the  acts  <^  indiriduals,  and 
not  of  the  Government,  or  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people.  I  am  sure  that  the 
adherence  to  their  cause  of  the  Lancashire 
opwalivea  during  their  great  trials  has  tend- 
ed to  create  as  good  a  feeling  in  America  ea 
any  thing  said  or  done  by  persons  in  high 
stations  in  this  country  has  tended  to  ore- 
ate  a  contrary  feeling.  For  one  man  in 
this  oonntiy  who  has  deluded  himself 
into  the  bwief  that  this  great  expoi- 
ment — the  greatest  in  modem  timea  — 
is  foiling,  anud  has  boasted  with  prema- 
ture joy  over  the  bursting  of  the  bub- 
ble, there  are  at  least  a  hundred  who, 
like  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  tiie 
Foreign  Office,  have  hoped  from  the  begin- 
ning that  the  great  Republic  would  come 
out  of  the  struggle  onaoathed,  and  rqjoioe 
now  that  it  seems  likely  that  she  will 
emerge  purified  from  that  slavery  which 
has  been  her  weakness  and  shame  because 
it  has  been  her  sin.  I  now  come  to  what 
is  more  beneath  this  feeling  than  almost 
anything  ebe— naioely,  the  belief  that  the 
American  people  are  greedy  of  dominion. 
For  this  the  noble  Earl  (Eazl  Rnssell)  is 
in  some  measure  leiponsible, 'beeanae  in 
one  of  hia  speecbea  he  dedared  timt  the 
North  waa  fighting  for  empire  and  Ae 
South  fiff  udependenoe^  hxm.  iriueh 
statement  the  deduotion  Is  easy  Ui^ 
if  the  American  people  fight  for  empire 
in  the  SoBth  theywonld  also  fight  for 
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whether  the  North  has  been  fighting  for 
empire  or  not,  but  it  certainly  has  not  l)een 
conseiooB  of  it.  The  Northern  people 
beliere  that  they  are  fighting  to  prevent 
the  destmction  of  their  country ;  and  in 
any  attack  npon  Canada  they  oould  not 
feel  that  they  were  fighting  in  anything 
but  an  unprovoked  war  for  empire,  and 
that  would  be  a  Tvcy  Afferent  feeuing  from 
that  which  now  animates  them.  Then, 
if  there  be  no  such  immediate  danger, 
sareW  we  may  eonrider  the  question  of 
fortifications  with  ooolness  and  deliberation, 
and  not  with  the  certainty  incurring 
ezpoises  which  may  affect  the  Budget  not 
onli^  of  this  year  but  of  future  years. 
Besides,  these  fortifications  would  be  of 
little  avail  if  Canada  were  attacked.  The 
matter  would  have  to  be  fought  out  by 
our  inflicting  injuriea  on  the  Americana  in 
other  quarters.  If  Canada  ia  to  be  de- 
fended, her  best  defence  will  be  a  perae- 
verance  in  those  principles  of  neutrality 
which,  through  her  Government  and  her 
Assembly,  she  has  shown  a  determination 
to  enforce,  by  preventing  these  midnight 
raids  npon  her  neighbours.  The  best  aid 
we  can  give  to  her  is  for  us  to  take  care  to 
hasten  the  time  when  the  wounds  of  this 
terrible  war  between  North  and  Soath  may 
be  healed  over;  in  the  prosperity  of  that 
country  which  will  arise  from  its  finutfdl 
soil  and  boundless  resources,  freed  from 
slaveiy;  when  the  jars  which  the  war  has 
caused  between  America  and  England  shall 
be  foi^ven  if  not  foigotten ;  when  all  Eng- 
lish-speaking men,  either  in  th^  islands  or 
her  dependencies,  or  in  the  great  Kepublic, 
shall  feel  themselves  so  boond  together  by 
common  interests,  by  the  ties  of  language, 
blood,  and  faith,  and  common  freedom, 
that  war  between  any  of  these  communi- 
ties will  be  as  abhorrent  and  revolting  to 
their  inhabitants  aa  a  war  within  their 
own  bordera. 

Mb.  CARDWELL:  Sir,  thehon.  Mem- 
bar  for  Horsham  concluded  his  speech  by 
saying  tliat  if  ever  a  disaster  ovntook  us 
iVom  the  want  of  proper  eneigy  and  fore- 
sight on  the  part  of  uie  Oovemmenti  he 
should  feel  ue  utmost  satisllaction  ftom 
the  reflectum  that  be  had  at  least  given 
earl^  notice  of  the  danger.  But  if  such  a 
contingency  did  ever  arise  it  would  be  a 
still  more  natural  source  of  satisfaction 
to  any  person,  whether  a  snbjeot  of  the 
Queen,  or  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  able  to  say  that  not  a  syllable  had 
fallen  fr^m  him  which  oould  have  the  re- 
motett  tendency  to  bring  about  ttie  gieot 


calamity  of  a  war  between  the  two  ooun- 
triea.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Bradford,  in  his  eloquent  speech,  has 
called  on  the  Government  to  answer  two 
questions.  He  has  asked  us  to  state  dis- 
tinctly whether  we  cannot  truly  assure 
the  House  that  our  relations  with  the 
United  States  are,  as  tiiey  have  been, 
perfectly  friendly.  I  can,  without  re- 
serve,  give  that  aasaranoe  to  the  House. 
My  hon.  Friend  has  also  asked  whether 
there  is  not  some  onvespondenoe,  unknown 
to  tliis  Honse,  varying  ttie  tenonr  of  the  de- 
mands made  on  this  country  for  ccHnpeiua- 
tion  on  account  of  tiiedeetraotion  of  Ame- 
rican merchantmen.  With  equal  pleasure 
and  oonfidenoe  I  can  assure  my  hon.  Friend 
that  the  answer  I  have  to  give  is  the 
answer  which  he  desires.  There  are  no 
papers  varying  the  tenonr  of  the  principle 
on  which  that  question  stands  between 
the  two  Governments.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Horsham  began  his  speech  in  a  tone  of 
which  we  can  make  no  complaint.  All  I 
will  say  of  it  is  that  it  contrasts  most  advan- 
tageously with  the  tone  which  has  been 
taken  by  other  persons  on  the  same  subject, 
and  I  sincerely  trust  that  that  tone  will 
alwiays  be  observed.  I  should  feel  deeply 
reprehensible  if  I  allowed  a  single  syllabu 
to  drop  from  me  which  wonld  tend  to  ex- 
asperate any  difference  of  opinion  or  to 
turn  that  which  mi^t  be  a  matter  of 
passing  controvorey  into  a  serious  suljeot 
of  dispute.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  alluded  to  the  Keoiprocity  Treaty,  and 
also  to  the  termination  of  the  agreement 
of  1817  with  regard  to  the  number  of 
vessels  on  the  Lakes,  and  he  said  he  saw 
no  evidence  of  hostility  in  the  course 
pursued  by  the  United  States  on  either  of 
theae  questions.  I  have  the  satisfaction 
of  telling  him,  with  regard  to  the  number 
of  vessels  on  the  Lakes,  tiiat  the  noble 
Lord  the  Foreign  Secretary  has  already 
commnnicated  to  the  United  States  Minis- 
ter his  desire  that  another  agreement 
might  be  substituted  for  the  one  which 
the  Government  of  tiie  United  States 
have  g^ven  us  notice  to  terminate.  With 
regard  to  the  Beciprocity  Treaty,  when 
notice  shall  have  book  given  1^  tho 
United  States^  Hw  Majestfs  Government 
will  not  lose  a  moment  in  endeavouring  to 
renew  the  n^tiations  on  a  subject  of 
such  importance  to  both  the  United  States 
and  this  country.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
has  referred  in  jcnt  terms  to  the  cancelling 
by  President  lincoln  of  the  otder  issued  by 
GenenaDii,  «id t^^^^^^^^^^^pigf^ 
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manifested  to  this  coontry  by  the  TTnited 
States  HiDiBter  in  London.  I  cordially 
agree  with  him  in  respect  of  what  he  has 
said  of  the  high  character  and  conduct  of 
Ur.  Adams,  and  I  must  sa^  that  in  select- 
lag  their  representatiTes  in  this  country 
the  CbTemment  of  the  United  States 
have  always  paid  us  the  compliment  of 
choosing  from  among  their  most  distin- 
gaished  citizens.  The  hon.  Oentleman, 
after  speaking  in  this  mode  in  the 
early  part  of  his  speech,  then  passed, 
with  a  rapid  transition  throagh  which  I 
was  nnable  to  follow  him,  to  a  considera- 
tion of  the  dangers  which  he  sees  in  the 
fature.  He  thinks  that  after  the  present 
civil  war  is  over  there  is  imminent  danger 
of  hostilities  between  the  United  States 
and  this  coantry.  I  do  not  belieTe  that 
in  using  the  expressions  to  which  I  refer 
the  hon.  Gentleman  meant  to  give  his 
sanction  to  the  demands  made  by  Hhe 
TTnited  States ;  but  I  understood  him  to 
say  of  Canada  that  she  had  sent  ont  no 
AU^ama,  and  had  not  given  cause  of  com- 
plaint, as  we  had  done,  but  I  wish,  in  using 
expressions  of  that  kind,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  been  a  little  more  careful. 
Whatever  may  be  the  hon.  Qeotleman's 
opinion  on  that  point,  I  will  admit  with 
him  that  whatever  may  be  the  prospects 
— and  I  hope  the  prospect  of  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain is  not  one  in  which  we  are  obliged  to 
see  hostilities — it  is  not  on  the  justice  or 
goodwill  of  any  other  country,  nor  on  the 
forbearance  of  any  other  country,  we  are 
to  oaloolate  for  our  defence.  It  is  on  our 
own  position,  on  our  own  inherent  strength 
and  means  of  deCmoe  that  we  must  ever 
rely.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has  a  right  to 
call  on  us  to  state  ^rhat  we  have  done  and 
are  doing  with  a  view  to  the  defence  of 
Canada.  He  knows  that  for  the  lost  three 
years  we  have  been  impressing  on  Canada 
the  necessity  of  making  greater  prepara- 
tion as  regards  her  defence.  We  are  pre- 
pared to  do  our  part  in  defending  that 
colony ;  but  we  have  always  held  that  for 
her  own  defence  a  country  must  mainly 
rely  upon  the  spirit,  energy,  and  perse- 
verance of  her  own  people.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman also  knows  that  in  England  there 
were  serious  complaints  that  Canada  had 
not  shown  herself  disposed  to  take  those 
measures  for  her  own  defence,  with  regard 
either  to  her  militia  or  vtdunteers,  which 
this  country  had  reascm  to  expect  from  her. 
In  1868  a  new  militia  law  passed,  but  the 
Vote  which  passed  in  Canada  last  year  was 
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on  inoonaderable  one.  In  consequence 
of  that  cixeumstanee,  a  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opporite  was  so  dissatisfied  with  the 
state  of  Canadian  preparation  that  hut 
Session  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  come  down 
to  this  House  and  call  on  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  concentrate  all  our  forces 
at  Quebec.  We  did  not  agree  in  that 
proposal,  for  reasons  which  appeared  to 
us  to  be  sufficient.  It  is  now  perfectly 
well  known  that  when,  in  the  autumn  of 
last  year,  a  proposal  was  made  for  the 
union  of  the  British  Provinces  in  North 
America,  a  totally  different  spirit  b^an 
to  be  manifested,  and  the  Canadians  mani- 
fested the  greatest  desire  to  prepare  for 
their  own  defence.  Anxious  to  promote 
that  desire,  we  sent  out  Colonel  Jervois, 
who  held  a  friendly  communication  with 
Canada,  and  drew  up  a  Beport  on  t^e  Cana- 
dian defeno»,  whieb  now  lies  on  the  table 
of  die  House.  The  hon.  Gentleman  asks 
me  what  we  are  going  to  do  with  re&renee 
to  this  Beport,  and  X  shall  answer  all  the 
questions  he  put  to  us  as  for  as  I  think 
the  hon.  Gentleman  is  entitled  to  an 
answer.  The  Beport  laid  on  the  table 
points  to  the  fortifications  of  Montreal  and 
Quebec,  positions  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance for  the  defence  of  Canada.  The 
defence  of  Quebec  we  engaged  to  under- 
take ;  the  defence  of  Montreal  we  called 
on  the  colony  to  undertake.  The  arma- 
ment of  both  we  are  willing  to  under- 
take, so  that  the  division  of  expense  will 
be  about  two-fifths  to  the  mother  country 
and  three-fifths  to  the  colony.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  speaks  as  if  he  thought  the 
whole  question  of  defence  was  mainly,  if 
not  entirely,  for  the  mother  oonntr^, 
[Mr.  SxniouB  FnaemuD  intimated  hu 
dissent.]  The  hon.  Gentieman  did  not 
say  so  in  terms,  but  I  drew  that  inferenoe 
from  his  remarks.  If,  however,  that  is 
not  his  opinion,  it  only  helps  my  case.  If 
it  is  not,  he  agrees  with  me.  We  think 
that  is  a  right  division ;  that  the  position 
which  is  the  gate  of  Canada,  through 
which  the  military  and  naval  forces  of 
England  are  to  enter  to  defend  Canada, 
should  be  fortified  by  the  mother  country ; 
and  that  Montreal,  the  strategic  and  com- 
mercial capital  of  Canada,  should  be  for- 
tified at  Uie  expense  of  the  Cuiadiana 
themselves.  And  now,  in  answer  to  tiie 
hon.  Gentieman's  first  question — why  did 
we  not  proceed  sooner  ? — I  reply  that,  as 
long  as  Canada  made  no  exertions,  and 
showed  no  readiness  to  prepare  for  her 
own  defenoe,  we  felt  it  would  be^w>ong 
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in  as  to  oome  to  tha  House  and  ask  for 
Imperial  money  to  def«id  Canada;  bat 
the  moment  that  s^t  vas  shown  which 
was  nutnifested  in  the  automn  of  last  year 
it  became  our  duty  to  come  and  aak  the 
Hotue  of  Commons  to  enable  us  to  give 
assistance  to  Canada.  As  to  his  second 
question — why  are  we  only  asking  £50,000 
for  the  present  year  ? — the  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  has  relioTed  me  of  the  laigest  part 
of  my  answer,  because  he  admits  that 
£50,000  is  as  much  as  can  be  adran- 
togeously  spent  during  the  present  year 
in  the  preparation  of  the  Canadian  de- 
fence, and  when  the  Estiniato  oomei  to 
be  discussed,  we  shall  satisfy  the  House 
that  this  sum  is  as  large  a  one  as  it 
would  be  right  and  proper  to  ask  for 
daring  the  first  year  of  the  work.  It 
has,  I  know,  been  represented  that  be- 
cause we  aak  for  only  £50,000  the  first 
year— the  total  amount  of  the  Estimate 
being  £200,000 — ^we  are  going  to  keep 
the  works  in  hand  for  a  period  of  four 
years;  but  nobody  would  make  that  re- 
mark who  is  acquainted  with  the  subject. 
In  the  first  year  you  can  make  but  a 
oomparaUvely  smul  progress  with  the 
actual  works  of  such  fortifications.  Only 
the  earthworks  are  raised  in  the  first  ^ear, 
whereas  in  the  second  nearly  the  entire  of 
the  permanent  works  may  be  completed. 
The  third  question  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
I  haTe  already  answered.  Then  with 
respect  to  Ein^ton,  the  first  step  towards 
the  defences  of  the  Lakes  is  the  providing 
of  a  place  of  safety  for  coaling  and  har- 
bouring our  vessels.  We  have  called  the 
attention  of  the  Canadian  Government  to 
ttiat  necessity.  We  regard  it  as  the  busi- 
ness of  the  oolcmy,  and  not  of  the  Imperial 
Govemmoit,  to  fomidi  that  fortification. 
With  regard  to  the  hon.  Gentlemui's 
rixtii  question,  which  is  aa  to  what  we 
intend  to  do  in  future,  I  have  to  obaerre 
that  I  feel  he  is  entitled  to  an  aoconnt  of 
what  we  have  done  and  what  we  are 
doing,  but  I  must  respectfully  refuse  to 
funmh  him  with  information  as  to  what 
we  intend  to  do  with  regard  to  the  defence 
of  Canada  at  some  foture  day  and  in  some 
foture  emergency.  The  ^st  considera- 
tion in  the  defence  of  Canada  is  this,  that 
war  with  Canada  is  war  with  England. 
The  Imperial  forces  will  be  brought  to 
the  aid  of  Canada,  and  wherever  it  will 
be  moat  eflfootive  in  deatnmng  the  power 
of  the  enemy  there  the  Imperial  power 
will  be  exerted.  The  see(md  oonaUwation 
is  the  aurti<m  made  by  her  own  pet^ ; 
VOL.  CLZXYII.  [THIB9  sn».  ] 


the  dispoution  hw  own  popnlatiion  to 
constitnto  a  forc^  ot  which  uie  r^ular 
troops  furnished  by  the  mother  country 
may  be  the  nuclens  and  centre.  I  have  the 
Batis&ction  of  stoting  that  in  Canada  large 
bodies  of  officers  are  being  trained  to  teke 
tiie  command  of  the  mUitia  in  time  of 
emergency;  that  the  number  of  training 
places  has  been  increased,  and  is  still 
being  augmented;  and  that  other  pre- 
parations are  being  made  to  bring  a  large 
number  of  militia  into  a  steto  of  active 
efficiency.  This  being  the  spirit  in  Ca- 
nada, and  the  motiier  country  acting  in 
unison  with  this  spirit,  I  tiiink  it  may  be 
said  very  confidently  that  fair  and  just 
preparations  are  being  made  for  the  de- 
fence of  Canada  against  the  attack  of  any 
enemy.  That  that  enemy  should  be  the 
United  Stffitea  of  America  I  sinoerdj  truat 
will  never  be  tSie  ease.  I  cannot  express 
the  feeUngs  of  regret  with  whic^  I  shoul4 
regard  a  oontrovmy  between  the  United 
States  and  the  snfajects  of  Her  Mnesty. 
I  should  look  upon  it  as  a  fratricidal  war 
— a  calamity  almost  unequalled  by  any- 
thing that  the  world  has  ever  seen,  and  I 
sincerely  trust  that,  however  we  may 
debate  amongst  ourselves  these  questions 
of  the  defence  of  Canada  and  the  mutual 
relations  of  our  possessions  with  the 
mother  country,  we  shall  be  carefol  to 
employ  no  language  calculated  to  irritate 
temporary  differences,  or  to  exasperate 
into  greater  disputes  questions  which 
might  pass  away.  Let  us  continue  to  be- 
lieve that  those  feelings  of  the  educated 
classes  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  which  the  hon.  Gentiemau  al- 
luded— tiiose  feelings  whioh  we  know  to 
be  prevalent  among  the  community  in 
whidi  we  live  are  prevalent  not  only 
among  the  educated  ckusea,  but  also  among 
the  general  body  of  tihe  eommuni^  in  the 
United  States  of  North  America. 

Mb.  DISRAELI :  Sir,  I  do  not  think 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government,  after  plac- 
ing the  Keport  of  Colonel  Jervois  upon  the 
table,  could  have  expected  that  the  8ub|ject 
of  the  defence  of  Canada  would  be  unnoticed 
by  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  it  could  not 
have  been  brought  forward  to-nigbt  in  a 
manner  more  distinguished  for  moderation, 
clearness,  and  accuracy  than  it  has  been 
by  my  hon.  Friend.  I  am  Borir  that  the 
hon.  Gentieman  opposite  (Mr.  W.  £.  Foro. 
ter)  should  have  considered  that  that 
statement  fovonrably  contrasted  with  an 
other  expression  of  opinion  whioh  he  re- 
forred  to  aa  having  been  made  Jq  aaotba 
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place.  I  am  myself  totally  at  a  loss — 
upeaking,  of  oonrse,  from  memory  At  the 
moment—to  recall  to  reooUeotdon  any  ex- 
pression of  -opinion  in  another  place  by 
the  personage  to  whom  he  referred  which 
at  ul  justified  the  criticism  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  On  that  occasion,  if  I  re- 
member aright,  reoalliDg  to  the  reoolleotioD 
of  those  whom  he  addressed  the  great 
irritation  th^  oocurred  at  ^e  time  of 
the  affair  of  the  TrerU,  now  four  years 
ago,  it  waa  naturally  argned,  "  Why 
have  yon  allowed  four  yeara  to  pass  away 
without  mdung  those  preparationa  which 
you  now  conftaa  are  neceaaary  ?"  And, 
Sir,  that  appears  to  me  to  he  an  argument 
very  difficult  to  meet.  With  r^»d  to 
the  ox^nions  of  that  endnoit'attiteanian  u^ 
the  general  aulgeet  of  American  affinrs, 
Hiring  as  Z  do  with  him  in  perfect  confi- 
dence, and  having  expressed  m  thia  House 
sentiments  in  reference  to  it,  I  can  only 
Bay  that  in  those  sratiments  he  fully 
end  completely  shared.  I  am  not  my- 
self conscious  at  this  moment  of  ranking 
among  those  mortified  and  baffled  pro- 
lAiets  to  whom  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  W. 
B.  Forster)  referred  ;  and  I  can  only  say 
that  I  have  expressed  no  opinion  upon 
American  afi!airs  in  this  House  which  has 
not  been  entirely  shared  and  ooncnrred  in 
by  the  Earl  of  Derby.  Kor  do  I  think  that 
throughout  these  four  years  it  is  possible 
to  produce  Anj  expression  that  has  ever 
feUen  from  the  lips  of  that  eminent  man 
which  in  any  way  could  justify  the  obser- 
vations of  the  hoD.  Gentleman.  Sir,  I  am 
not  here  tn-night  to  impugn— and  I  have 
never  impi^;iied — the  o<niduct  of  the  Oo- 
Temknent  of  the  tTnited  States  throughout 
this  strug^e.  I  am  prepared  to  say  now, 
with  inereased  experience  of  their  be- 
haviour, it  appears  to  me — as  I  stated 
two  years  ago — that  under  cireumstances 
of  unprecedented  difficulty  that  Govern- 
ment has  conducted  itself  with  great 
enei^  and  with  great  discretion.  I^or, 
Sir,  am  I  at  all  of  opinion  that  we  are 
in  any  immediate  danger,  in  case  the 
war  between  the  Northern  and  Southern 
States  terminates,  of  being  placed  in  colli- 
sion with  the  Government  of  the  United 
States'from  our  connection  with  Canada. 
Sir,  I  do  not  pretend  now  to  express  any 
opinion  upon  what  may  be  the  tenntnation 
of  the  present  contest ;  tlmt  nipeors  to  me 
to  be  perfectly  unnecessary  to  the  dlMmsdon 
of  the  Bubgeet  whioh  is  befioeonrttmrider^ 
AtSon  to-mghk  Bat  asamrnug  even  tiie 
itmat  tobesttdt  u  the  hon.  Mmber  Ibr 


Bradford  mij^poses,  I  do  hot  myscAf  oendudo 
that  the  oitizens  of  the  United  States  of 
the  Korth,  if  entirely  and  completely  vie- 
torioas,  will  feet  indined  immediately  to 
enter  into  another  straggle  with  a  Power 
ncft  inferior  in  determination  and  resources 
to  the  Southern  States  of  America.  I 
have  f(tfiQed  that  opinion  heoauso  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  a  sagacious  pec^le.  I  do  not 
think  they  are  insensible  to  the  glory  of 
dominion  and  extended  empire;  I  give 
them  fell  credit  for  bmng  influenced  by  the 
passions  which  actuate  mankind  generally, 
and  nations  who  enjoy  a  'state  of  great 
freedom  pBrtionlttrly ;  but  being  a  sagadooB 
people,  1  do  not  think  they  would  edie 
the  moment  of  ezhauatitm  as  the  one  most 
bvounble  to  the  proBecati<m  <tf  an  enter- 
priae  requizteg  great  reaonrcea  and  immense 
eze^on.  Sir,  Aiere  are  other  tsbsoos,  too, 
which  induce  me  to  adopt  that  opinion.  I 
have  not  been  influenced  in  forming  a  judg- 
ment upon  audi  grave  matter  by -that  sort 
of  rowdy  rhetoric  which  is  expressed  in 
public  meetings  and  public  jonmals,  and 
from  whioh  I  fear  in  this  country  ie  formed 
too  rapidly  our  opinion  of  the  character 
and  possible  conduct  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. I  look  upon  such  expressions  as  some- 
thing like  those  strong,  faotastio  drinks 
that  we  hear  of  as  such  favourites  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic ;  and  X  should  as 
soon  suppose  that  this  rowdy  rhetoric  is 
a  symbol  of  the  real  character  of  the  Ame* 
rioan  people  as  that  those  potations  aro 
svmbols  of  the  aliment  and  nutrition  of 
their  bodies.  Sir,  there  is  also  another 
reason  whioh  very  muoh  infioenoea  my 
opinion  that  these  violoit  eemnes  whiw 
are  apprehended  will  not  occur.  The  de- 
mocracy of  America  must  not  be  confounded 
with  the  democracies  of  old  Europe.  It  is 
not  the  scum  of  turbulent  cities,  nor  is  it 
a  mere  section  of  an  excited  middle  class 
speculating  in  shares  and  calling  it  pro- 
gress. It  is  a  territorial  democracy,  if  I 
may  use  that  epithet  without  offending 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  Aristotle,  who 
has  taught  us  moat  of  the  wise  things 
we  know,  never  said  a  wiser  thing  than 
that  the  cultivators  of  the  soil  are  &e  class 
least  indined  to  sedition  and  to  violent 
courses.  ITow,  being  a  territorial  demo- 
cracy their  character  has  been  fenned  and 
inflnraoed  by  the  sort  of  property  with 
irtiieh  they  are  oomieoted  and  the  nature 
of  As  puiolts  wUcb  th^  fellow.  Then 
ia  a  sense  of  responsibihty  arising  from 
the  reality  of  thdr  podtiton  tlntnn  amdi 
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influences  their  political  conduct ;  and,  at 
the  present  moment,  I  believe  thej  are 
much  more  inclined  to  welcome  the  return 
of  labourers  to  their  fields,  and,  being  a 
very  domestic  people,  again  to  see  assem- 
bled around  their  hearths,  to  which  they 
hare  long  been  accustomed,  the  household 
in  whose  lot  thej  are  interested,  than  to 
indulge  in  ichemes,  plana,  and  dreams 
of  inradiog  the  droendendes  of  Her 
Kajeaty.  But,  Sir,  although  these  are  my 
opinions  generally  upon  this  impiecUate 
point,  I  cannot  conceal  from  myBelf  the 
&ct  that  very  great  changes  have  taken 
place  in  America  which  must  affect  the 
future;  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
in  this  Souse  those  changes  are  not  mted 
at  sufficient  importance.  What  has  hap- 
pened in  America,  whatever  may  be  the 
consequence  of  the  present  struggle,  does 
not  appear  to  me  to  be  less  than  a  revolu- 
tion. I  would  ask  hon.  Gentleman  to  re- 
call to  their  recollection  what  was  the  state 
of  North  America  when  we  met  in  this 
Hoase  about  four  years  ago.  Why,  North 
America  was  then  divided  i^mong  what  I 
may  call  three  great  Powers.  There  were 
the  United  States  of  America,  the  colonies, 
■etttementa,  and  dependencies  of  our  own 
Sovereign,  and  there  was  a  country  which 
certainly  did  not  possess  great  political 
power,  but  which  in  extent  of  resources, 
fertili^  of  soil,  and  mineral  treasures  is 
perhaps  not  equalled  in  the  world — Mexico. 
Now,  North  America  was  divided  under 
these  three  heads,  and  in  reference  to  every 
one  of  these  you  wUl  see  vast  changes 
have  occurred.  In  the  United  States 
civil  war  has  raged,  and  is  still  raging ; 
and  even  if  it  tenoinate  (I  myself  give  no 
opinion  as  to  its  termination)  as  the  hon. 
Hember  for  Bradford  anticipates,  I  cannot 
myself  believe  that  you  will  see  the  same 
society  and  form  of  Qovemment  re-esta- 
blished—  certainly  not  in  spirit  though 
you  may  in  form — as  existed  befbre  ^e 
civil  war  commenced;  because  we  must 
remember  this,  that  oven  if  the  federal 
Goremment  is  triumphant  it  will  now  have 
to  deal  with  a  perolexing  and  discmtented 
population.  I  wul  not  dwell  much  upon 
the  population  that  will  then  represent 
the  Southern  communities;  but  lock  to 
the  slave  population  no  longer  slaves. 
There  will  be  several  millions  of  another 
r9ce  emancipated ;  legally  in  the  full  en* 
joyment  of  ^e  rights  of  freemen,  so  far  as 
the  letter  of  the  law  is  concerned,  placed 
u^n .  an  equality  with  the  Saxon  race, 
mth  whom  th^  can  poaaibly  have  no 


synipathy.  But  whotovor  may  be  the 
letter  of  tho  law  we  know  from  *?spriieui:Q 
that  in  practicn  thcro  wiU  be  a  difference 
—  a  iuarked  differem* — between  thoEC  re- 
cently manoipftted  and,  I  will  not  6aU  it 
thi^  superior  tb^,  becaues  I  may  onend 
some  Oentlepien.  oppoaite,  bat  a  race  Vhioh 
is  certainly  not  identical.  Well,  iiothing 
tends  more  to  the  diaooptent  ^  a  ^ef>|^ 
than  that  tjiey  should  be  ill  posHAa^n  6t 
privilegBB  add  rights  which  really  and 
Ucally  tliey  find  are  iu>t  recognised,  «ndl 
which  they  do  not  e^i^»  TheiM  00  ^ 
mcnta  of  political  fiioontent ;  and 
fore  if  the  United  States  be  triuraj^ai^fc 
they  will  have  to  deal  with  wlmt  theylniid 
ni^t  beff>rp — great  mssseB  of  diRcontcnt- 
ed  population.  For  auch  a  condition  of 
affLiirs  you  imt.st  have  a  strong  Govern- 
muLt.  Eut  what  dr-ca  a  stroEg  Oovern- 
mc'ut  mean?  It  moaua  u  central  Govern- 
ment ;  and  the  United  Statea  of  late  in 
their  troublcB  und  emcrganoies  have  had 
rrcouraa  to  the  centraliring  principle. 
A  Centni!  Ooremment  must  nave  op. 
arm^  at  command  for  the  purpose  of  maih- 
tainiDg  that  order  and  unity  which  it  is 
their  antj  to  uphold.  Well,  Sir,  I  think 
these  are  dements  whidi  inll  produce  a 
very  great  diffBrenee  in  the  condition  of 
the  United  States,  evoi  if  ,ihey  oome  tri- 
umphant out  of  this  struggle.  What  is 
t^e  condition  of  the  colonies,  settlements, 
and  dependencies  of  Her  Hf^efty  ?  Before 
this  struggle,  four  years  ago,  there  was 
very  little  common  sympathy  among  them. 
The  tie  to  this  country  was  almost  one 
of  formality,  and  yet  what  has  been 
the  consequence  of  this  great  change 
in  North  America  ?  There  has  already 
developed  a  formidable  confederation,  with 
the  element  of  nationality  strongly  evinced 
in  it  They  have  counted  their  popula- 
tion ;  they  feel  that  the^  are  numbered  by 
millions ;  they  are  conscious  that  they  have 
among  the  possessions  of  the  Queen  in 
North  America  a  district  of  territory  which 
in  fertility  and  extent  is  equal  to  the  un- 
iropropriated  reserves  of  the  United  States. 
These  are  elements  of  power  and  prognos- 
tics of  new  infloeneM  which  will  very 
much  change  the  character  of  that  eountry. 
Nor  is  there  any  reason  to  suppose  that 
they  are  less  influenced  by  the  ambition 
natural  to  free  communities  than  the 
United  States  themselves.  Perhaps  they 
may  foresee  that  they  may  become  the 
BuBsia,  I  will  say  for  example,  of  the 
New  World.  But  what  is  the  condition 
of  Kezioo?  Before  .this  civil  war  com* 
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moioed  Kcodeo  vas  a  repaUio,  vith  a 
very  veak  Oonmmoit  ^le  is  no  longer 
a  repaUii^  bat  an  empire,  and  she  baa 
beoome  an  empire  by  the  interposition  of 
two  of  the  most  powerftil  and  anoient 
states  of  Europe — France  and  Germany. 
Well,  Sir,  when  we  see  all  these  immense 
changes,  it  is  imposuble  to  deny  that  in 
Korth  America  a  great  rcTolution  is  oc- 
curring ;  and  when  thrae  etrugglea  are 
over,  when  peace  again  appears,  and  when 
tranquillity  in  all  these  departments  may 
be  again  established,  yon  will  find  com- 
mnnities  gOTemed  by  Tery  diflferent  in- 
fluences and  aiming  at  very  different  ob- 
jects from  what  they  hare  hitherto  avowed 
and  rect^ized.  Sir,  I  have  often  heard  in 
this  Hoose  statesmen,  even  distioguished 
statesmen,  mumbling  over  what  they  call 
the  baknoe  of  power  in  Europe.  It  ap- 
peared to  me  always  to  be  a  great  mistake 
when  we  consider  ue  distribution  of  power 
to  confine  oar  oonrideration  to  merely 
European  elements;  that  the  time  must 
oome,  and  speedily  come,  whra.  we  should 
find  that  otiier  influences  from  other 
quarters  of  the  globe  would  very  much 
interfere  with  all  those  calculations,  which 
now  are  become  obsolete.  Wdl,  Sir,  I 
think  this  war  in  America  has  rapidly 
precipitated  the  recognition  of  a  new  defi- 
nition of  the  balance  of  power,  not  as  a 
system  of  small  and  great  States,  leaving 
all  the  strongest  positions  in  the  hands  of 
the  weakest;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  proper  meaning  of  the  balance  of 
power  is  security  for  communities  ia 
general  against  the  predominance  of  one 
particular  power.  I  think,  when  you 
have  to  oonnder  the  balance  of  power  in 
future,  you  will  have  to  take  into  con- 
nderation  States  and  influences  which  can- 
not be  counted  among  European  Powers. 
Sir,  it  is  impossible^  notwithstanding  what 
hon.  Oentlemm  may  say  with  regard  to 
the  character  of  the  Unitod  States,  to 
conceal  from  ourselves  that  there  is  a  feel- 
ing among  those  influential  landowners  to 
whom  the  hon.  Member  for  Bradford  has 
referred  with  reference  to  Europe  which 
is  of  a  peculiar  nature.  I  will  not  say,  for 
example,  that  the  United  States  look  to 
old  Europe  with  feelings  of  jealousy  and 
vindictivenesa,  because  words  of  ^at  kind 
should  not  unnecessarily  be  used  with  re- 
spect to  the  relations  between  nations ;  but 
it  is  certainly  undeniable  that  the  United 
States  look  to  old  Europe  with  a  want  of 
sympathy.  They  have  no  sympathy  with 
oonntries  which  haie  been  created  and 
JBr.J>unuU 


which  are  sostained  by  tradition.  The 
only  part  of  old  Europe  they  do  sympa- 
thize with  is  that  part  which  is  new,  and 
that  you  will  invariably  obBerre  in  their 
course  of  condnot.   If,  then,  I  am  at  all 
justified  in  this  view,  it  is  quite  clear  that 
we  must  make  up  our  minds  to  know  what 
our  relations  really  shall  be  with  Her 
Majesty's  dependencies  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic.   "We  are  on  the  eve,  no 
doubt — I  do  not  mean  to-morrow,  or  next 
year ;  but  taking  those  large  views  which 
become  the  House  of  Commons,  we  may 
be  soon  upon  the  eve  of  events  in  which 
•our  relations  with  our  American  depend- 
encies must  be  clearly  apprehended  and 
acted  upon  by  this  country.   Is  this  coun- 
try prepared  to  renounce  our  American 
colonies  or  to  maintain  the  tie  ?   Sir,  I 
am  perfectly  willing  to  admit  that  if,  they 
express  a  wish  to  sever  that  connection; 
if  those  views  were  well  founded  which 
have  often  been  mentioned  in  this  House, 
that  thOT*  prafiBr  to  be  absorbed  tfae 
United  States,  as  we  heard  years  ago,  then 
we  may  terminate  that  connection  with 
dignity  and  without  disaster ;  but  if,  on 
the  outer  hand,  those  views  which  are 
now  more  generally  accepted  are  just — if 
there  be  on  the  part  of  Canada  and  the 
other  North  American  colonies  a  sincere 
and  deep  desire  to  form  a  considerable 
State,  to  develope  their  resources  with 
the  patronage  and  aid  of  England  until 
that  mature  hour  arrives  when  we  may 
lose  perhaps  our  dependencies  but  gain 
permanent  allies  —  then,  I  say,  it  would 
be  one  of  the  greatest  pohtioal  blun- 
ders conceivable  for  us  in  any  way  to 
renounce,  relinquish,  or  avoid  the  respon- 
sibility of  upholding  and  mabtainingthdr 
interests  at  the  present  moment.   I  am 
sure,  Sir,  if  from  any  considaation  of 
expense  the  position   which   we  now 
occupy  in  Korth  America  were  relin- 
quished, it  would  ultimately  be,  as  regards 
the  resources  of  our  wealth,  as  fatal  and 
disastrous  a  step  as  a  nation  could  tak^— 
that  our  abject  prosperity  would  not  long 
be  a  consolation  for  us,  and  that  we  should 
then  indeed  have  to  prepare  perhaps  for 
the  invasion  of  our  country  and  the  sub- 
jugation of  our  people.   I  infer  from  what 
has  been  stated  that  hon.  Qentiemen  b^ow 
the  gangway  do  not  themselves  uphold 
those  views  which  I  r^ret  have  been  ex- 
pressed in  other  plaoes,  in  other  quarters; 
that  tiiey  adopt  what  I  hope  ia  the  sound 
and  truly  patnotio  view  of  tho  snl^ect;  not 
to  fbioe  onr  oonneotion  ixpaaMaj  d^end- 
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auji  bat  if  at  a  moment  liln  the  iffeaent 
—a  moment  of  rerolntion  in  ITor&  ionerioa 
— we  find  ^foglish  oolmies  asserting  the 
principle  of  their  nationality,  foreseeing, 
perhaps,  a  glorious  future,  bat  still  depend* 
ing  till  the  moment  of  their  entire  eman- 
cipation arrives  upon  the  faithful  and  affec- 
tionate asflistanee  of  the  metropolis,  itwould 
be  the  most  shortsighted,  as  it  vonld  be  the 
most  spiritless  condact  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Torld  to  shrink  from  the  duty  which  Pro- 
vidence has  assigned  to  us  to  fulfil.  Well, 
Sir,  under  these  circttmstanoes,  what  is  the 
oourse  we  ought  to  adopt  ?  I  cannot  doubt 
that  the  course  we  should  pursue  is  to 
aarist  in  placing  our  North  American  pro- 
vinces in  a  state  of  proper  defence,  fflien 
we  are  told  it  is  impossible  to  defend  a  fron- 
ti#r  of  1,500  miles,  I  ask  wbo  haa  ever  re> 
quested  you  to  defmd  such  a  frontier?  What 
we  recommend  uid  require  is  that  Her 
Iffges^s  troops  in  Guiada  should  not 
be  placed  in  a  position  in  which  the  nt- 
most  braven  and  skill  would  be  of  no 
avail,  but  that  they  should  defend  the 
country  according  to  the  military  con- 
ditions upon  which  all  countries  are 
defended.  You  do  not  defend  hundreds 
of  miles  of  frontier.  Austria  has  an  im- 
mense frontier,  bat  Austria  does  not  de- 
fend it  all.  She  takes  care  that  when  she 
is  invaded  there  shall  be  forts  round  which 
her  troops  can  rally  for  her  defence.  That 
is  all  we  wish  to  see.  We  wi^  to  see 
Canada  plaoed  in  such  a  condition  that  if 
defended  by  her  own  countrymen,  assisted 
by  Her  l^esty's  troops,  they  should  at 
least  have  that  fair  play  which  troops  have 
a  right  to  count  upon,  and  the  advantage 
ot  those  fortifications  which,  if  devised 
with  sufficient  skill,  double  the  strength  of 
armieii  and  tend  to  the  raocese  of  oam- 
paigns.  That  is  what  is  required,  and 
wbat  I  tmst  Her  Kajesty's  Government 
have  resolved  to  g^ve.  I  confess  that 
these  four  years  need  not  have  been  lost 
I  do  not  think  that  from  the  first  affairs 
in  America  have  been  conmdered  of  the 
importance  to  which  they  have  attained, 
and  which,  indeed,  I  myself  always  felt 
they  must  attain.  ICy  complaint  against 
the  Oovemment  is  that  from  the  first  they 
did  not  adequately  estimate  tite  affairs  of 
America.  1  formed  that  opinion  from  tiie 
judgment  expressed  upon  them  by  Her 
Majesty's  Cbvemment  during  the  last  four 
important  years.  Their  opinions  formed 
■a^poxL  the  nature  of  the  stniggle  in  Ame- 
rica, npon  its  possible  consequences,  and 
upon  the  general  reralte  vbm  it  vould 


bring  about,  are  for  tiie  most  part  inoon- 
sistoit.  One  day  we  have  been  told  by 
an  eminent  Member  of  the  Government 
that  the  South  might  be  said  to  have  com* 
pleted  their  independence,  and  very  shortly 
after  that  a  very  great  authority,  lost  now 
to  this  House  (and  whose  loss  no  one  more 
regrets  than  I  do — Sir  George  Lewis),  said 
he  did  not  recognize  that  any  single  ele- 
ment of  independence  had  been  accom- 
plished by  the  South.  These  two  opinions 
perplexed  the  country.  One  day  we  were 
led  to  believe,  by  the  highest  authority  of 
the  Government  that  there  was  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  the  utmost  sym- 
pathy for  those  who  were  stru^ling  on  be- 
half of  tlw  Southern  States ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  tiie  Minister  wbo  had  peculiarly 
to  pass  judgment  on  these  matters,  and 
whose  official  pomtion  gave  w«ght  to  lus 
opinions,  expressed  oondosions  of  a  totally 
different  cbaraoter.  I  do  not  care  to  blame 
Her  Majesty's  Government  for  these  in- 
consistencies of  opinion  in  a  position  of 
extreme  difiSioulty,  and  in  a  period  of 
revolution  ;  but  what  I  regret  is  the  con- 
sequence of  these  discordant  opinions  on 
their  part,  and  that  all  this  time  the 
colonies  of  this  country  have  not  been 
prepared  for  defence  as  they  should  have 
been.  After  the  loss  of  four  years  we  are 
now  about  to  commence  an  effort  on  a 
small  scale,  but  this,  after  all,  is  a  small 
matter,  provided  we  now  act  on  sound 
principles.  If  the  Parliament  of  England 
has  determined  to  maintain  the  colonies  of 
HerMa|esty,founded  upon  the  unequivocal 
expression  on  their  put  that  to  that  con- 
nectim  they  cling  with  foellngs  and  senti- 
ments of  a  character  which  show  that  the 
national  feeling  is  wholly  unimpaired ;  if 
th^  show  that  the  rqxwts  and  rumours 
which  have  been  oircolated  with  regard 
to  Qie  foelingB  of  the  colonies  are  un- 
founded; that  they  are  proud  of  their 
connection  with  this  country;  and  that  they 
are  resolved  to  maintain  it,  until  they  rivu 
us  in  our  great  career,  and  have  become 
our  allies  and  our  friends,  then  I  should 
not  regret  anything  which  has  been  done. 
It  appears  there  are  two  consequences 
which  have  resulted  from  public  opinion 
being  of  late  agitated  upon  these  topics — 
that  we  are  conscious  now  of  what  oar 
duty  to  the  colonies  is,  and  that  we  are 
prepared  to  fulfil  that  duty  in  a  man- 
ner which  will  produce  confidence,  and 
strengthen  and  maintain  the  British  em- 
pire. 
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u;^  tliis.  matter  ja^t  where  {he  ti^ht  boa. 
Geiitleman.  who  has  jnst  Bpoken  has  set  it 
down.  I  will  not  enter  into  any  discus- 
sion as  to  the  intentions  or  motives  of  the 
American  Government,  because  it  appears 
to  me  both  dan^rous  and  unnecessary. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  dangerods,  because  in 
pablio,  38  in  private  life,  nothing  irritates 
more  than  siiob  discussions  &nd  examina- 
tiooB,  and  psjTcholc^cal  dissections  of  na- 
^oDsand  mmjustas  if  they  were  mere  na< 
tural  curiosities.  In  the  secoid  .pbee,  it 
is  unnecessary,  because,  whether  the  Ame- 
rican Ooverument  have  or  have  hot  any 
designs  upon  Canada,  it  is  dnr  duty  to  do 
whet  is  needful.  It  seems  to  me  perfectly 
plain  that  it  is  our  duty  in  this  extremity, 
whatever  complaints  we  may  have  bad 
against  Canada — and  I  thinK  we  have  had 
many — to  consider  any  attack  upon  them 
as  an  attack  upon  ourselves.  This  is  not 
an  occasion  for  pickiag  quarrels  or  exa- 
mioing  too  nicely  whether  the  Canadians 
have  always  acted  towards  ourselves  as 
they  should  have  d<»ie.  Now  !b  th6  time 
to  stand  by  them  and  to  make  it  kilowii 
that  those  who  go  to  war  with  Canada  go  to 
war  with  us.  ^nt,  having  cleared  tip  this 
preliminary  matter,  what  I  want  to  put 
to  the  House,  and  what  it  beeon^ee  us  to 
consida-,  is  what  this  country  is  bound  to 
do  for  the  defence  of  Canada.  And  u^on 
that  point  I  tUnk  we  have  had  A  differ- 
ence of  otdnion.  Th^re  is  the  boo.  Kem- 
ber  for  ^orsbam  (If  r.  Seymour  Fitzgerald), 
who  goes  all  along  the  St.  Lawrence  for 
800  miles  up  to  Quebec,  and  says  we  ftre 
to  keep  lai^  vessels  of  war  In  those 
waters.  Then  he  leaps  at  once  to  the 
Bapids  of  the  St.  Lawrence ;  the  waters 
above  them  to  be  defended — I  know  not 
exactly  how,  but  I  believe  wit)i  other 
vessels  of  war  of  a  sm&ller  kind.  My  hon. 
Friend  finally  seems  to  think  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  this  country  to  put,  &l  the  Impe- 
rial expense,  the  frontier  of  Canada  io  a 
complete  state  of  defence,  and  to  find  all 
the  maritime  expenses  that  may  be  wanted. 
Then  I  take  my  right  hon.  Frie'nd  the 
Secretary  of  Stater,  and  he  says,  with  grtat 
fbroe  and  piUuneu,  iSist  the  real,  defence 
of  Canada  is  that  she  belongs  to  Eng- 
land. But  tie  does  not  atop  there;  he 
says  that  aomething  io&Qst  be  done  1^  Ca- 
nada hersdf,  and  that  what  we  do  must 
be  regulated  by  what  may  be  done  by  her. 
It  is  my  misfortune  to  differ  llrom  both. 
Let  us  look  at  the  question  on  the  sup- 
position that  we  are  actually  at  war.  What 
does  Colonel  Jerrois  will  happen  ?  He 
Jfr.  £mm 


says  if  you  h'aVe  no  fortiflcatibnB  besides 
those  \^hidh  exist;  your  troops  will  have 
to  retreat  to  their  ships)  and  they  will  be 
happy  if  they  are  not  cut  off  before  they 
reach  theni.  Therefore,  says  Colonel  Jer- 
vols,  make  fortifications  along  the  frontier. 
But  what  is  to  happen  if  we  have  them  > 
He  8£Lys  isA  soon  as  the  Americans  invade 
Canada  yon  will  be  driven  like  sheep 
into  the  fortifications,  and  then  the  hope 
is  Uiat  the  country  will  rise  around  yon. 
Tou  will  become  a  swt  of  nuoleus— for 
that  is  the  fiavourite  expression  on  such 
occauons — and  this  nucleus  will  gather 
to  itself  a  sort  of  vapoury  mass — the 
Canadian  ifiilitia — whose  existence  has 
been  hitherto  of  th&t  nebulous  order, 
through  which  you  can  see  a  star  of  the 
sixteenth  ihagnitude.  But  look  at  this 
thing  from  a  common-sense  point  of  view, 
and  with  inference  to  the  force  which 
the  Americans  would  briog  to  bear  against 
us;  i)o  not  look  to  the  old  analogies  of 
1813  and  1814.  The  Canadians  then  made 
ati  admirable  defence,  and  the  Americana 
had  nothing  to  boast  of  as  to  the  result  of 
the  engagements  on  land.  But  on  the 
LakM  we  inet  the  Attaericans,  and  on  Lake 
ChampUdn  we  got  right  well  thrashed, 
and  ^e  figure  we  cut  oh  Lake  Ontario 
was  nol  a  veiy  sigrMoble  one.  Well,  fifty 

Searri  bdve  elapsed  since  tiimi,  and  have 
lings  remained  the  same  ?  An  we  goidg 
to  embark  On  the  ddbnee  of  Canada  as  if 
the  principles  which  we  deemed  sound  in 
1813  and  1814  were  still  to  be  relied  on, 
and  as  if  railroads  had  not  been  laid  down 
over  the  whole  of  American  territory  ? 
Take  the  Lakes.  If  America  was  more 
than  B  match  for  ua  in  1813  and  1814  on 
the  Lakes,  what  must  she  be  now,  when 
by  means  of  the  New  York  Central  ahd 
Erie  Kailroads  she  can  transport  bot^  men 
and  means  tO  the  soene;  when  she  can 
carry  down  gunboats;  as  many  as  she 
pletoeia ;  when  to  one  man  of  ours  she 
can  oppose  ten.  And  if  ten  will  not  do, 
twenty  ?  Can  bnythiAg  be  more  idle,  or 
more  unworthy  of  a  great  nation  than  f6 
think  of  oanyittg  on  war  on  such  a  prin- 
ciple as  that?  Could  anting  be  more 
wild  than  an  attempt  fo  tie  wiUi  Ameriea 
on  her  own  ground  ?  -  Canada  has  not  a 
gunboat  to  pat  on  the  Lakes,  while  Ame- 
rica has  boundless  fiuilities  of  outnumber- 
ing us  in  ahy  proportion  that  she  thinks 
proper.  Are  we  really  to  squander  the 
lAoney  of  the  people  of  this  country  in 
such,  a  manner  as  that  ?  Then  let  us  turn 
fo  th6  land  fbree..  ^  J^^^@^ftat 
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tba  oight  UMUHud  men  ve  may  have 
in  Canada  viU  fight  Bat  vbat  laiqport 
haTe  they  ^m  Canada  ?  Colonel  Jerrois 
tells  OS  tiiat  yon  have  21,700  Toliuiteer% 
some  of  whom  he  has  seen,  who  have 
got  throngh  their  exerciee  very  well, 
and  others  besidee  whom  he  has  not 
seen,  hut  who,  he  douhta  not,  would 
do  their  duty  eqaaUy  well.  Aiid  then 
there  are  470,000  militiamen  on  paper, 
whom  nobody  haa  ever  seen  at  all.  But 
we  are  told  they  haTO  no  mm^^tw/,  and 
that  the  fortificanona  would  be  utterly  in- 
adequate  fw  their  support  or  protection 
in  case  of  war.  And  with  what  fwcei 
could  America  invade }  Why,  with  any 
number  that  she  thought  proper — and 
these  trained,  disoi^ned,  Teteian  troo^ 
tea  times  the  number  that  we  coold  bring 
into  the  field.  It  would  not  be  as  it  was 
with  General  Ifontgomery  in  the  War  of 
Independenoe,  when  he  had  to  stru^le 
through  impenetrable  woods  in  the  depth 
of  wintw.  America  has  railways  now  to 
transport  to  the  frontier  any  number  of 
men  she  pleases,  so  that  under  these  oir- 
ounutanoes  the  disparity  of  forces  would 
be  absolutely  and  entirely  overwhelming. 
Tou  will  say,  perhaps,  that  this  is  a  good 
ar^ment  for  building  fortifications.  But 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  describe  to  the 
House  what,  probaULy.  many  have  seen  for 
themselves— Uie  situation  of  the  places 
that  we  are  adied  to  fortify,  and  the  difil- 
coltiee  which  that  situation  creates.  Q«- 
neral  Wolfe  oaononaded  Qaabee  from  Point 
Levi,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mils  from 
the  town,  and  was  able  to  do  this  even 
with  the  arliUeiy  of  that  day.  If  Point 
Xeri  w«r»  seized  now,  it  u  o»tain  that, 
wiA  modern  artillery,  Quebec  would  lie 
absolutely  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy. 
Hien  what  an  your  means  of  preventug 
them  fiiem  taking  Quebec?  Ton  may, 
po-haps,  baild  a  fort  on  Point  Levi,  but 
how  are  you  to  hold  it  against  such  a  force 
and  suoh  artilleiy  as  America  can  bring 
against  it  ?  SettLng  this  aside,  however, 
I  have  never  seen  a  place  whii^  seems  to 
be  commanded  from  more  points,  and  to 
be  more  entirely  expwed,  than  ^ebec  is. 
The  town  is  so  built  that  you  seem  able 
to  pitch  a  shell  into  every  house  in  it,  and 
it  woald  be  hard  to  &id  a  better  mark 
than  tiie  citadel  itself.  Mind,  I  do  not 
^dge  the  money  for  these  fortifications 
if  they  give  any  satisfhetion  to  the  Cana- 
dians. Ko  doaot  we  oan  sfarengthen  Que- 
bec, beoaose  now  it  is  not  defandable  in 
any  way  whatever.   Indeed,  I  doubt  whe- 


ther it  aver  was  defondable,  beoause  wh^n, 
Wolfe  attacked  it  and  gained  the  Heights 
of  Abraham,  U ontcalm  judged  it  prudent 
to  march  ont  ii^to  tbs  cjii^n  neld  instead  of 
awaiting  the  aearuilt  behmd  hia  fortifica- 
tions. I  shall  nft  object  ft>  fortifitutiooa 
if  they  are  thought  dL'simlilc.  BiiE  it 
seems  tome  piirtWtly  iTii[ioyaLbLc  thrat  when 
our  troops  are  once  huiiU-il  into  Quebec 
and  Montreali— i'uL'  tlutt  sctinB  to  be  vhat 
it  is  thought  will  happen — they  can  ever 
escape  again.  Colonel  Jervoia,  you  must 
remember,  assumes  that  you  can  only  inake 
war  in  Canada  dnnnfi;  the  sommer.  Bntf 
in  &ot,  in  the  rebellion  the  war  was  car- 
'  ried  on  in  winter  time,  and  General  |£ont- 
gomeiy,  who  besieged  Quebec,  ^ade  hi* 
way  thron|[h  Uaine,  where  tbere  were  then 
no  roads*  in  the  d^th  of  a  s^ver^  winter* 
He  assaulted  Quebeo  at  that  time  of  year, 
and  if  an  extraordinary  casualty  had  not 
happened— rif  he,  with  seventeen  of  his 
txis,  had  not  been  killed  by  the  discharge 
of  a  single  cannonT— he  might  hav^  taken 
Quebeo,  and  the  destinies  of  Canada  might 
have  been  entirely  differeot  from  what 
they  are  to-day.  What,  then,  is  to  gua- 
rantee your  8,000  troops  against  a  pimilar 
catastrophe  when  the  3t.  Lawrence  is 
closed  fivm  November  to  Ifay,  and  t^o 
besieging  army  have  the  meaps  of  passing 
across  the  natural  bridge  which  the  ic^ 
then  nakas  fbr  them  ?  It  seens  to  me 
that  to  ooop  np  our  men  behind  these  for- 
tifications will  ba  like  enolosipg  them  in 
a  neit  for  the  enemy  to  take  them  at  their 
discretion ;  as  I}!annibal  said  ot  Cannie, 
when  the  Boman  Conaol  desired  tba 
cavalry  to  dianonnt  and  engage  the  enemy 
on  foo^  Qftum  ii^MM  vvMha  »iM  iradent, 
"  Hod  he  not  better  deliver  them  to  me 
bound  hand  and  foot  at  once }"  J 
cannpt  oonceiye  why  we  ahould  enter  into 
arrangements  which  seem  to  imply  that  ija 
time  .of  war  we  are  to  keep  the^e  ^*oope 
in  Canada-  There  i?  another  cpnsideraJifm 
which  appears  to  me  to  Jt>e  a  moat  power- 
Ad  one.  When  we  once  20  to  war  wit^ 
America^— it  wy  be  aboajT  .Canada^wiU 
Canada  be  the  best  place  for  us  to  carry 
on  the  war  ?  In  such  a  struggle  wo  must 
connder  net  merely  local  but  Imperial 
interests ;  we  must  wage  war  i^  the  mode 
least  likely  to  injure  the  forces  of  .the  Em- 
pire, and  atjdke  at  pcunts  whi<^  ^e  vital 
to  the  interest  of  our  antagonist.  If  we 
allow  the  Americans  to  lead  us,,  if  .wo  fol- 
low tbam  to  the  points  tjiey  may  choose 
to  attack— points,  after  pU,  .only  of  local 
and  iotiarduuta  int^^  —  leaving  nn- 
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guarded  other  places  irhioh  are  of  Impe- 
rial im^tortaiioe,  rach  a  x>olicj  would  end 
in  cntam  ftilnre  and  diuster.  We  Bhonld 
be  like  tiia  nnsldlfiil  boxer  of  whom  De> 
morthenes  qwke,  and  who  put  hia  hands 
to  the  parts  where  he  felt  the  Uowa  instead 
of  striking  at  the  Tital  parts  of  hia  adver- 
sary in  return.  If  tiiat  be  so,  the  defence 
of  Canada  sinks  into  a  small  mattw  indeed, 
because,  cramdered  from  an  Imperial  pcnnt 
of  Tiew,  the  question  is  not  what  is  the 
proper  defence  of  Canada,  as  the  sole  point 
of  probable  attack,  bat  what  are  the  points 
at  which  America  will  be  able  to  attack 
US  with  the  greatest  power,  and  at  which 
we  can  best  attack  her  in  return  }  It  may 
be  that  the  most  effectual  way  of  defend- 
ing Canada  would  be  by  abandoning  her 
altogetiier,  and  ooncentrating  our  forces 
upon  a  i^oe  of  such  importanoe  to  the 
enemy  as  would  compel  them  to  cease 
attacking  Canada,  and  run  to  the  vital 
point  at  which  they  were  themselres 
asBuled.  As  frr  aa  military  orainderatioDa 
go,  therefore,  my  conclusion  is  that  it 
would  be  unwise,  and  indeed  impossible, 
for  us  to  retain  any  force  worth  quaking 
of  in  Canada,  in  the  erent  of  so  great  and 
awfbl  a  stm^e  as  that  between  this 
country  and  America — that  we  should 
want  all  our  troops  for  the  defence  of  these 
islands,  or  for  other  points  more  essential 
to  us,  and  partaking  more  of  the  arx  im- 
perii, than  Canada.  Of  course  I  do  not 
profess  to  gire  any  authoritative  opinion 
on  a  military  question ;  but  I  should  think 
that  Bermuda  and  Halifax  were  much  more 
important  than  any  points  in  Canada,  not 
for  the  sake  of  the  places  themselves,  but 
because  the  whole  safoty  of  our  fleeta  in 
North  American  waters  would  depend  on 
tiiose  two  places.  In  the  same  wa^  it 
would  be  necessary  to  defend  certain  pomte 
in  the  West  India  islands  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  ships.  I  apprehend,  therefore, 
that  we  shonh)  aet  very  imprudently  in 
ease  of  warin  keeinng  oor  mot  in  Caiuida. 
But  if  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  keep 
onr  troops  there  in  time  of  war,  is  it  right 
or  is  it  wise  to  keep  them  there  in  time 
of  peace,  thereby  encouraging  the  Cana- 
dians to  believe  that  they  will  have  these 
troops  if  war  should  break  out,  though  we 
know— at  least  those  who  take  my  view 
know — that  the  necessary  result  of  the 
war  which  be^^ns  with  the  invasion  of 
Canada  must,  if  we  are  true  to  Imperial 
interests,  be  the  speedy  withdrawing  of 
these  troops  ?  I  say,  that  unless  yon  are 
prepared  to. maintain  that  flte  mne  fiwoe 


should  be  kept  in  Canada  in  war  as  in 
peace,  it  is  wrong  to  retain  our  tnx^ 
there  now,  because  we  are  thereby  urpng 
the  Canadians  on  under  false  pretenoes. 
Better  they  should  know  the  tmtti  at 
once — ^know  that  th^  and  not  we  are  to 
fight  the  Americans;  that,  with  our  small 
army,  we  should,  as  we  did  in  the  Crimean 
campaign,  socm  feel  the  wear  and  tear  to 
be  BO  severe  that  we  should  be  compelled 
to  withdraw  our  troops  from  Canada  for 
our  own  protection.  There  is  another 
point  of  view  which  I  think  deserves  con- 
sideration. I  believe  that  if  war  does 
break  out,  nothing  is  so  likely  to  cause  it  as 
the  presence  of  British  Izoops  in  Canada. 
There  are  those  in  America  who  look  upon 
the  presence  of  British  troops  in  Canada  as 
a  standing  menace.  I  believe  that  a  sinoere 
conviction  prevailed  among  these  persons 
that  on  the  4th  of  March,  England  was 
about  to  recognize  Kr.  Lincoln  as  only  the 
Freddent  of  ^e  Northern  States,  thus 
reoognizing  the  South  by  implication. 
There  is  nothing  which  these  people  do  not 
suspect.  Then  there  is  Ihe  IConroe  doe- 
trine  ;  and  the  presenoe  of  onr  troops  in 
Canada  seems  to  eonneet  this  oountry  with 
it,  and  to  exdte  ill* will  against  us.  Another 
point  of  still  greater  importance  should  be 
borne  in  mind.  In  my  opinion,  nothing 
would  be  so  strong  an  incentive  in  America 
to  war  with  this  country,  as  the  notion 
that  they  could  catch  a  small  English 
army,  and  lesd  it  in  triumph.  Never 
mind,  if  they  were  thirty  to  one,  it  would 
be  all  the  same.  The  popularity  which 
snch  a  capture  would  confer  upon  the 
successful  general  or  the  prendent  of  the 
period  would  be  irresistible.  To  humble  us 
and  exhibit  an  English  army  as  oaptivea 
and  vanquished,  would  be  to  Amerieana  a 
gratification  which  no  wwds  can  express. 
Sir,  I  grudge  them  that  gratifloation,  and 
ther^bre  I  say  that  we  shonld  act  iriaely 
in  withdrawing  these  troops,  whioh,  while 
too  weak  to  protect  Gmada,  are  quite 
nnmeroua  enoi^  to  pve  a  poweiAil  mo- 
tive and  incentive  to  war.  That  suoh  a 
war  may  be  averted  must  be  the  prayer 
of  all  of  08.  It  would  be  one  of  the 
greatest  calamities  that  could  befall  either 
country — perhaps  even  the  whole  human 
race ;  and  it  is  because  I  wish  to  destroy 
every  excuse  for  war,  and  every  incentive 
to  war— because  I  am  convinced  the 
English  troops  in  Canada,  though  power- 
less to  defend,  are  numerous  enough  to 
provoke — that  I  say  our  wisest  oourae, 
both  in  the  intereita  d  peooe^nd  for  tho 
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puzpue  of  oarrying  on  a  saooessM  war,  if 
war  then  must  m,  mmld  be  at  once  to 
withdraw  cor  favopi  from  Canada. 

Sib  tames  FERGTTSSON  :  The  hon. 
Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W,  E.  Forater) 
bad  deprecated  anything  being  said  which 
might  give  umbrage  to  the  people  of  the 
United  Statea.  That  expression  of  feel- 
ing was  joined  in  bj  hon.  Members  on 
that  (the  Opposition)  side  of  the  House. 
He  gathered  irom  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  Member  that  he  would  regard  any 
measure  for  the  defence  of  Canada  as 
something  partaking  of  an  affiront  to 
the  United  States.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Lowe]  in  his  osaally  able 
and  loo^  manner,  had  now  put  forth 
the  new  doctrine  that  we  should  leave 
Canada  absolutely  undefended  for  fear  of 
a  diaastw  to  onr  arms.  !^ow,  he  ventured 
to  think  that  if  the  fioiue  gave  any  en- 
oouragement  to  auch  notions,  a  painful 
ehill  would  be  caat  on  the  warm  senti* 
mmts  of  l<mJty  so  recently  azpressed  hj 
the  naaoent  British  Confisderation  in  ITorth 
America.  Sndi  an  expression  would  oome 
but  ill  after  the  hearty  approval  given  by 
the  Government  to  the  aspirattons  of  these 
provinces;  and  what  would  be  thought 
throughout  the  world,  if  we  were  to  de- 
clare that  in  the  event  of  danger  to  these 
colonies,  through  no  fault  of  theirs,  but 
owing  merely  to  their  connection  with  the 
mother  oountry,  they  were  to  be  left  ab- 
aolutdy  at  the  mercy  of  America?  He 
Tentured  to  think  that  the  suggestion  of 
leaving  Canada  to  take  care  of  itself,  how- 
ever ingenious,  was  not  likely  to  find  much 
fevour  in  the  House.  The  right  hon. 
Gentieman  endeavoured  to  throw  ridicule 
upon  the  Seport  and  recommendations  of 
Colonel  Jervoisy  and  it  had  been  asked 
1^  the  right  hon.  Goitieman,  what  would 
be  the  use  of  shutting  up  our  troops  in 
fintifloations,  when  t&  Americans,  with 
their  improved  ordnance,  would  batter 
those  fbrtifioatimu  to  rains,  and  capture 
the  troops.  But  surely  the  rig^t  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  expect  the  House 
to  suppose  that  the  fort^cations  to  be 
erected  in  Canada  would  be  of  obsolete 
form,  exposing  the  troops  within  them  to 
the  meroy  of  Uie  blockading  and  bombard- 
ing force.  Those  fortifications,  of  course, 
would  be  constructed  in  accordance  with 
all  the  improved  appliances  known  to  mo* 
dem  war&re,  and  with  a  view  to  the  pur- 
pose of  all  fortifications— that  of  enabling 
a  small  fbrce  to  compete  with  a  large  one. 
Wh^her  in  lyatenu  of  defraoe  soch  as 


'  were  established  all  orar  the  Continent,  or 
in  those  erected  fbr  the  defence  of  v^a- 
able  points  at  hmne,  fw  which  the  noble 
Lord  at  tiie  head  of  the  Govemmrait  waa, 
in  his  opinion,  entitled  to  so  much  credit, 
the  intention  was  to  keep  the  bombarding 
force  at  such  a  distance  from  the  place 
thought  necessary  to  be  defended,  as  would 
prevent  their  artillery  from  reaching  it. 
And  of  course  those  points  in  the  vicinity 
of  Quebec,  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man pointed  out  as  commanding  the  town, 
would  all  be  protected  by  suitable  works 
to  enable  the  troops  to  preventthe  invaders 
irom  bombarding  it.  There  was  nothing 
in  the  remarks  of  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr, 
Seymour  Fitzgerald)  to  lead  to  the  con- 
struction placed  upon  them  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentieman,  that  he  sought  to  cover 
the  Lakes  with  ships,  and  tiie  river  St. 
Lawrence  with  vessels  of  light  draught. 
He  had  merely  enibroed  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed in  Cokmel  Jemns'sBeport,  that  it 
was  necessary  to  have  a  certain  number  of 
ships  capable  of  assisting  in  the  defence  of 
the  maritime  towns  on  tiie  Canadian  fron- 
tier. It  might  be  a  question  whether  we 
could  multiply  diips  out  there  with  the 
same  rapidity  as  tiie  American  Govern- 
ment, but  it  was  evident,  as  he  himself 
had  pointed  out  at  the  outbreak  of  this 
American  war,  that  the  main  defence  of 
Canada  must  be  conducted  upon  its  Lakes 
and  rivers.  Surely  England  would  not 
yield  her  right  to  protect  by  her  navy 
her  North  American  dependencies.  The 
right  hon.  Gentieman  (Mr.  Lowe)  tmd 
likewise — unintentionally  be  believed— 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Forster)  had  thrown  cold  water  on  the 
notion  of  providing  for  the  defence  of 
Canada,  while  there  was  yet  time  to  do 
BO.  The  right  hon.  GenUemaDf  in  particu- 
lar, seemed  to  apprehend  thi^  any  sucb 
steps  upon  our  part,  would  be  like  fling- 
ing a  menace  in  the  face  of  the  Ameri- 
cans. But  in  a  time  of  tumult,  when  the 
streets  were  filled  with  an  armed  force, 
and  no  one  could  tell  to  what  excess  tiie 
passions  of  the  crowd  might  drive  them, 
it  was  not  considered  any  menace  for  a 
peaceable  individual  to  put  up  his  shutters. 
And  when,  unhappily,  nations  which  had 
anything  to  apprehend  perceived  that  af- 
fairs began  to  wear  a  threatening  aspect 
the  invariable  practice  was  to  place  an 
army  of  observation  on  their  frontier,  and 
by  unusual  measures  of  precaution^  to 
guard  against  and  possibly  avert  the  im- 
pending danger,   At  the  time^wben  we 
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adnutted  and  pBocIaimed  that  the  defence 
of  Canada  was  boond  up  with  our  honour 
waa  it  not  as  incumbent  on  ua  to  take  mea- 
sures to  prerent  its  being  oTorrun  by  a 
Ctfup  cU  mam,  as  it  was  to  protect  the 
shorea  of  the  Sritish  Channel  &wn  inva- 
mon }  UnlesB  those  measures  of  precaution 
were  taken  which  the  interests  and  wealth 
of  England  demanded,  how  was  it  possible 
that  onr  diplomacy  could  have  force,  or 
our  eomroerce  enjoy  safety  "i  Unless  Eng- 
land were  prepared  to  duonn  ud  await 
with  pattenee  whatever  hnmiliationa  the 
future  might  have  in  store,  it  was  the  dn^ 
of.  ^rliunent  to  guard  against  possi- 
hto  attaoks  on  onr  North  American  pos- 
seesiona.  The  Government  had  placed 
before  the  House  a  scheme  by  which  in 
the  cheapest  and  most  moderate  manner 
the  most  vunerable  points  of  Canada  might 
be  defended.  The  complaint  of  his  hon. 
FrieDd(Mr.  Seymour  Fitzgerald),  which  ha 
begged  to  seeondi  was  that  the  Govern- 
ment  had  dona  so  little  towards  the  ac- 
complishment of  what  they  themselfes 
acknowledged  to  be  neoessuy.  What  was 
an  u:penditnre  ef  £50,000  compared  with 
the  olgeot  to  be  gained  ?  Did  they  think 
the  danger  to  CwHida  would  abstain  from 
preeenting  itself  till  those  fitrtifioationa  had 
been  completed  at  the  rata  of  j&50|000  a 
year?  The  day  had  gene  by  when  the 
Am.  If  ember  for  Knningham  (Hr.  Bright) 
eould  nph^  the  Amerioan  people  as  free 
froa  those  diatnrlMng  eauea  that  operated 
on  other  oountriea,  and  as  nod^s  of  all 
that  was  eoononio  and  peaoefni.  Their 
appreciation  of  menf^  was  as  nothing 
compared  with  tlieir  love  of  making  a  de* 
nranstratioa.  The  propo«l,  ther«fore,  ta 
create  pomanent  defences  for  Canada  at 
the  rate  of  £60,000  a  year,  seemed  to  fall 
little  short  of  a  mockery.  If  we  were 
really  determined  to  atand  by  onr  Canadian 
fellow-sul^eotB,  let  us  go  forward  in  w 
earnest  spirit  uid  take  •eneigetio  at^s  to 
have  these  works  ereeted.  We  might 
then  hop^  not  unreoscHnbly,  that  mea- 
sures more  ^cient  thaa  any  yet  taken 
would  be  adopted  for  drilli^  the  Cana- 
dian militia^  and  in  that  event  we  might 
lo(^  fbrward  to  bni^iiUB  tati^  up  saeh 
standing  pinats  as  iroald  i^ve  tiaae  for  the 
wrival  and  conoentntion  <i  BritiBh  £m»es. 
At  any  rate,  he  hoi>ed  the  ooontiy  would 
never  have  to  submit  to  the  iadeUble  dis- 
grace of  seei^  teoqps  in  British  unifom 
retreating  before  the  enony,  unable  te 
strike  (me  blow  for  the  aotioul  htmoiu. 
Ub.  white  folt  oempeUsd  ky  the  re- 
8%r  Jmm  Ikirguttm 


marks  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Hembei  for 
Ayr  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  and  hia  hon. 
Friend  the  Kember  for  Horsham  (Mr. 
Fit:^rald),  to  ask  those  Gentlemen  what 
they  proposed  to  do  for  the  defence  of 
Canada  ?  and  whether  they  were  prepared 
to  sanction  an  amount  of  expenditure 
which  would  soon  double  the  National 
Debt,  obliging  them  meanwhile  to  forego 
all  hope  of  the  redaction  of  the  malt  du^, 
and  sending  up  the  income  ta  immem- 
ately  to  1«.  in  the  pound?  Every  one  ac- 
quainted with  tiie  geographical  position  of 
Canada,  and  the  eztoit  of  frontier  to  bo 
defended,  would  know  that  these  things 
must  be  looked  plainly  in  the  face,  if  Eng- 
land undertook  to  hold  that  conntiy  against 
a  hostile  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Ameri- 
cans. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Calne  (Mr.  Lowe)  represented  the 
opinion  of  every  one  whose  opinion  was 
worth  having,  when  he  spoke  of  the  utter 
impoBsibili^  of  then  holding  Canada  with- 
out an  expenditure  of  money  and  blood 
on  the  part  of  Q  reat  Britain  which  waa  fear- 
ful to  contemplate.  Aa  to  the  alarm  created 
by  the  recent  conference  between  the  Nortii- 
emand  ConfiBderate  ComraiasioBeTB,  and  the 
coTTOspondence  between  Mr.  Seward  and 
Mr,  Adams,  it  would  be  snffidurf  to  state 
that  the  pn^tosal  for  joint  action  oa  the  part 
of  the  present  belligermits  had  reforoca 
to  e  suggestion  that  the  French  ahonld  he 
ezpdled  fi»m  Ibueo.  Any  one  conver- 
sant the  tone  of  American  pdilios 
would  know  that  this  was  the  most  ten^ 
ing  bait  which  the  Confedn^eSi  as  tiii^ 
thought,  could  offiar  to  the  North.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  Calne  (Mr.  Lowe)  had 
mentioned  the  Monroe  doctrine ;  he  muflh 
wished  be  had  explained  its  natuve  to  the 
House.  Everybody  uoquainted  with  Eng- 
lish and  American  history  knew  that  the 
doctrine  in  question  was  essentially  of  Bii- 
tish  origin,  and  had  been  suggested  by  Mr. 
Canning.  France,  having  in  1823  pat 
down  the  iMustitutional  rogime  which  pnft' 
vailed  in  Spua,  entertaiiiAd  the  Botioa  ti 
indemnifying  herself  for  the  wqionaw  in- 
curred in  so  deiag,  by  acquiring  portions  of 
the  cdd  ^taniah  eoloaiea  in  AoiUii  Amaii- 
ca;  oad  England,  natarally  indignant  at » 
soheme  aa  detrnnental  to  her  interest^ 
and  with  the  aversion  which  Mr.  Canning 
had  evw  shown  &om  the  paiaoiplee  of  the 
Holy  Allianoe,  induced  President  Mcoroe 
to  «nunciate  tiw  daetaiw  which  hod  ainoe 
beensofomous.  Lest  an  American  autho- 
ri^  upon  -this  point  might  be  raeeived 
witJb  saaa  iaiatraat,  Ju  ibad  Mfesnd  to  a 
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work  wliieh  was  in  the  library  of  almost 
every  gentleman,  and  from  the  last  edition 
of  the  MtcyolopaMa  Britmniea  took  the 
followiiig  extract : — 

"Jame<  Monroe  snooMded  Madison  In  the 
Presidenof,  and  retained  it  el^ht  jvm  (1817 
to  183S).  Toward!  the  eloae  of  his  administration 
(1823),  in  oompUanee  with  the  suggestion  of  bis 
Seoretat7of  State,  John  Qninoy  Adams,  he  intro- 
dooed  into  his  Message  to  Congress — adverting  to 
tiw  purpose  of  the  European  allies  of  Spain  to 
assist  her  in  inbduing  her  revolted  oolonies  in 
Central  and  Sooth  Amerioa — the  assertion  of  *  a 
principle  Id  which  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
United  States  are  iDvoTved,  that  tlie  American 
continents,  hj  the  free  and  independent  position 
vhioh  tli^  have  Hsomed  and  maintained,  are 
beno^brth  not  to  be  oonMderod  as  sabjeets  for 
fbtore  ootonisatlon  by  any  European  Power. 

,  .  With  the  existing  colonies  or  dependen- 
cies of  an/  European  Power,'  oontinues  the  Mes- 
sage, *  we  have  not  interfered,  and  shall  not  inter- ; 
fere.  But  with  the  GoVemmentl  who  have  de- 
olared  their  iodepeodenos  and  maintained  it,  and 
wliose  independence  we  hare,  on  great  eontidera- 
tion  and  on  just  principles,  acknowledged,  we 
oonld  not  view  maj  interposition  for  the  purpose 
of  oppressing  them,  or  controlling  in  an;  other 
manner  their  destinj  \>j  anj  European  Power,  in 
any  other  light  than  as  the  mamfestatiou  of  an 
niiftiondlyldiipodtion  towards  the  United  States.'" 

CongreBs  took  no  action  a^n  this,  bat  the 
spirit  of  Uiat  body  and  «  the  nation  was 
in  &Toar  of  the  if  onroe  doctrine.  Lord 
Broi^ham,  in  referring  to  the  Presidents 
declaration,  stated  that  it  had  cUffased  ]oj 
over  all  free  men  in  £arope:  and  Sir  J. 
UackiAtosh  spoke  of  it  in  the  ifoUowing 
terms 

"  This  wise  GoTemment,  in  graTe,  but  deter- 
mined language,  and  with  that  reasonable  but 
deliberate  tone  which  beoomes  true  courage,  pro- 
olaima  the  principles  of  her  policy,  aad  makes 
kDOwa  the  eases  in  whloh  the  ears  of  her  own 
safe^  iHll  compel  ber  to  take  ap  anns  for  the  de- 
fonoe  of  other  States.  I  have  already  observed  its 
eoincidenoe  with  the  declarations  of  England, 
which  indeed  is  perfect,  if  allowance  be  made  for 
the  doMwr  or  at  least  more  immediate  interest  in 
ilM  iodepoDdeiMO  of  South  Ameriea  which  near 
neighboariiood  gives  to  the  United  StatM.  This 
etdncddeooe  of  the  two  great  EogUsh  oommon- 
Wealths — for  so  I  delight  to  call  them,  ^d 
beartlly  pray  that  they  may  bo  fat  ever'^'united  in 
the  cause  of  justice  and  liberty— eansot  be  con- 
templated without  the  utmost  pleasure  by  every 
onligbtened  citixen  of  the  earth." 

He  tmsted  that  the  citation  of  sach  high 
anthorities  wonM  dissipate  the  apprehen- 
sions which  some  seemed  to  oitertain  of 
the  operation  of  the  Honroe  doctrine. 
With  respect  to  Canada,  England  had  not 
HTioh  vast  interests  in  connection  with  thbt 
conntiy  as  with  the  United  States.  Br 
the  latest  BetnniB  of  the  Board  of  Trade  h^ 
ftnmd  that  the  total  Vidue^f  ^e  Briliih 
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exports  to  the  United  States  last  year  was 
£16,704,000,  exceeding  by  £5/000,000 
the  exports  to  Australia,  and  being  twioe 
as  much  as  the  exports  to  France,  while 
the  150,000,000  of  the  Queen's  subjects 
in  India  took  only  £3,000,000  more;  The 
trade  which  this  country  carried  on  with 
Canada  and  the  whole  of  British  North  Ame- 
rioa did  not  amount  in  magnitude  to  one- 
third  of  the  British  trade  with  the  United 
States,  under  the  influence  of  a  high  tariff 
and  during  the  agonies  of  war.  He  might 
mention  Uiat  the  vast  immigration  ponr* 
ing  into  the  United  Statu  would  reallyi  in 
case  of  a  conflict  between  England  and 
Amerioa,  impart  to  the  struggle  ^mbst  tiw 
character  of  a  civil  war.  Daring  the  last 
seven  years  3il52;794  foragoers  arrived 
in  the  port  of  New  York,  and  of  that 
numberl, 816,566  were  natives  of  England, 
Scotland,  Ireland,  and  'Wales.  He  con- 
sidered that  the  tone  and  temper  enneed 
hr  the  hon.  Uember  for  Horsham  (Mr. 
E^tzgerald)  was  quite  satisfactory,  as  con- 
trasted with  the  tone  And  temper  erinced 
in  a  speech  delivered  in  another  place  by 
a  noble  Lord,  who,  they  were  tanght  to 
beliere,  was  the  hm.  Uembw's  leader. 
The  only  consolation  he  dmred  from  the 
speech  delirered  elsewhere  was  that  the 
noble  Lord  did  not  ngaid  his  return  to 
power  u  Tery  prebaUe,  or  he  would  not 
nave  ventured  on  snoh  inflammatory  lan- 
guage as  would  eanse  his  advent  to  vMoe 
to  OB  rqjarded  by  the  Amerioana  as  a 

deelaration  of  war.   

Hb.  OHIGHBSTEB  F0BTE6GUB  said, 
it  was  of  importanoe  in  discDsaons  of  this 
hind  that  there  should  be  an  agreement 
as  to  the  object  in  view.  Now  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  great  majori^  of  the  House 
did  not  agree  with  the  views  expressed 
by  the  hon.  Kember  for  Brighton  (Mr. 
White).  He  understood  the  hon.  Member 
to  argue  that  the  retention  of  Britash 
North  America  depended  on  a  calculation 
of  figures  and  on  a  question  af  profit  and 
loss.  Her  Majesty's  Oovemment,  on  the 
other  hand>  and  the  great  majority  of 
that  Hons^  regarded  the  retention  of  those 
colonies  as  a  matter  of  duty  which  a  great 
country  like  this  was  botmd  to  perfonn, 
provided  cmly  that  those  ooloniea  were 
willing  to  ranaiQ  dependent  on  tiie  Crown 
of  -Bsf^ud,  and  to  ^sr  a  manly  part  in 
their  ovm  defenoe.  Snowing,  then,  by 
aatisftetory  erid^oe  than  had  been 
obtained  for  maafir  years,  that  the  oolwies 
of  Britkh  North  Amerioa  desired  to  re- 
main atMchM  io  the  Crown  of  Great  Bri- 
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tain,  and  to  form  a  portion  of  the  realm, 
and  that  tbey  were  -willing  and  able  to 
exert  themselvee  in  their  own  defence, 
and  in  maintenance  of  the  connection 
with  this  country,  Her  Majesty's  QoTem- 
ment  deemed  it  thai  duty  to  make  pro- 
poaala  to  the  House  to  eoabls  them  to 
perform  thor  part  in  maintaining  that 
«onneotion.  Therefiirei  witii  respeot  to 
the  end  in  view  thej  did  not  agree  with 
the  hoD.  Member  for  Br^hton,  though 
tiiey  did  agree  with  the  great  majority  of 
tiie  House.  The  right  faon.  Member  for 
Calne  (Mr.  Lowe)  expressed,  as  he  under- 
stood, in  his  remarkable  speech  agreement 
with  the  Government  and  the  majority  of 
the  House  as  to  the  end  in  view,  and 
only  differed  as  to  the  means.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  objected  to  the  poUoy 
which  gare  a  certain  number  of  British 
troops  to  the  Canadians  in  order  to  asBist 
and  encourage  them  in  their  defence.  He 
did  not  understand  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  object  to  the  proposed  fortifica- 
tions.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  justly 
reminded  the  House  of  the  immense 
changes  which  bad  taken  place  since  the 
last  Btmg^  between  Qnat  Britain  and 
the  TTtttted  States,  and  of  the  enormous 
dispropOTtion  betireen  the  power  and  re* 
Bomcea  of  Canada  and  those  of  the  United 
States.  'Wall,  the  proper  oondndon  to  be 
drawn  from  those  facts  was  that  fortifica- 
tions were  more  than  ever  necessary  to 
the  Canadians  in  the  present  day ;  because 
it  was  evident  that  ^ey  would  aid  them 
in  gaining  time  for  mustering  their  forces 
or  serve  as  a  protection  while  waiting  for 
reinforcements.  What  his  right  hon. 
Friend  really  objected  to  was  the  presence 
of  a  single  British  soldier  in  Briti^  North 
America.  Now,  they  all  knew  that  the 
logic  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  ran  a  straight 
course  of  the  most  unbending  and  mereiless 
kind ;  but  such  logic  was  apt  to  leave  facts, 
and  important  facts,  which  were  evident 
perhaps  even  to  infinior  minds,  to  the  left 
and  right  of  its  path.  There  were  some 
points  in  the  argnmoit  which  he  had  totally 
overlooked.  His  right  hm.  Friend  said 
they  were  to  withdraw  ereiy  British  sol- 
dier from  Canada  for  three  reasons — first, 
beoanse  their  presence  was  deceptive  to- 
wards die  Canadian  people,  and  tended  to 
fiatter  them  with  hopes  of  a  support  which 
we  should  not  be  able  or  wiUing  to  give ; 
secondly,  because  their  presence  wocdd  be 
useless;  and  thirdly,  because  it  would 
offer  a  temptation  to  tiie  United  States  to 
attack  Canada.   To  what  did  these  three 
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reasons  come  ?  As  to  their  deceiving  the 
people  of  Canada,  if  by  keeping  thdr  troops 
there  they  were  incurring  a  new,  an  im> 
proper,  and  an  ezcessive  reeponubility,  he 
should  be  inclined  to  agree  with  his  right 
hon.  Friend.  But  could  anybody  say  that 
what  they  did  in  this  matter  would  affect 
their  general  responsibility  f<n*  the  defence 
of  Canada  if,  unfortunately,  a  state  of  things 
arose  inwhidh  we  should  be  hound  to  help 
to  £^ht  her  battle?  Then,  with  r^ara 
to  the  presence  of  these  troops  b^og  use- 
less,  he  need  only  ask  any  hon.  Gentleman 
to  look  at  the  expressions  of  opinion  on 
that  subject  which  had  ever  been  received 
from  Canada  down  to  the  present  moment, 
and  see  whether  the  Canadians  considered 
the  presence  even  of  a  very  moderate  body 
of  British  soldiers  to  be  useless.  On  the 
contrary,  they  had  the  authority  of  the 
Canadians  themselves,  who  were  the  beet 
judges  of  their  own  interest  in  that  mat- 
ter, and  the  authority  also  of  their  own  offi- 
cer, ColonelJervois,  in  his  Report  that,  the 
presence  even  of  a  moderate  body  of  British 
soldiers  would  be  of  the  greatest  posdble 
importance  as  a  nucleus — ^the  term  was  a 
sensible  and  appropriate  one — for  the  pur- 
pose of  encouraging  and  training  the  more 
irregular  troops  of  a  conntry  like  Canada. 
So  &r  from  agreeing  with  uie  right  hon. 
Member  fbr  CMne,  Colond  Jervois  recom- 
moKled  these  fortifications  for  thever^rea. 
son  that  in  case  of  extremities — and  in  all 
these  cases,  however  much  they  might  de- 
precate that  result,  it  was  quite  impossible 
to  suppose  they  could  send  troops  to 
Canada  or  anywhere  else  without  running 
some  risk  of  disaster — their  regular  force 
would  be  comparatively  safe,  and  would 
become  a  nucleus  round  which  the  people 
would  rally  to  repel  agression  and  pre- 
serve that  connection  with  the  mother 
country  which  their  loyalty,  their  interests, 
and  their  love  of  freedom  (dike  made  them 
desirous  to  maintain.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  for  the  purpose  of  kindling  the 
military  spirit  of  a  conntry  like  Canada, 
of  setting  an  example  and  giving  instmc- 
tion  to  tiie  comparatively  irr^ipi^  levies 
which  formed  tlw  armies  of  the  Hew 
World  — those  of  the  United  States,  he 
might  say,  as  well  as  that  of  Canada — the 
presence  of  a  moderate  body  of  our  regular 
soldiers,  the  finest  perhaps  in  the  whole 
world,  would  be  of  essential  service.  At 
the  present  moment  a  most  valuable  pro- 
cees  of  training  was  going  on  among  the 
Canadian  militia,  which  without  the  pre- 
sence of  thew  Britiab  ^vo^  vould  bo 
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quite  impoaaiUe.  Schools  of  miUtair.  in- 
ttraotioii  at  Qoebeo  and  Toronto  had  been 
in.  operation  for  aererel  monthi,  and  others 
were  aboat  to  be  fbrmed  elserhere,  asristed 
by  the  officers  of  British  regiments ;  and 
every  week  they  were  turning  out  young 
Canadian  officers  fit  to  take  the  command 
of  the  militia  of  their  various  districts. 
Indeed,  he  bad  not  the  least  donbt  that  in 
a  space  of  time  which,  perhaps,  few  Gen- 
tlemen in  that  House  would  believe,  ou 
any  serious  alarm  of  danger  the  Canadian 
militia  would  be  turned  into  a  force  ca- 
pable of  giving  a  good  account  of  any 
troops  that  were  likely  to  be  brought 
ogainst  them  on  the  American  Continent. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  in  tiie 
third  place,  that  the  presence  of  our  regu- 
lar troops  would  be  nothing  but  a  tempta- 
tion to  the  Americans  to  make  war  in 
Canada  for  the  sake  of  the  honour  and 
glory  to  be  acquired  by  their  defeat  or 
oaptare.  But  was  there  no  temptation  on 
the  other  ude  of  the  account,  supposing 
the  rig^t  hon.  Gentleman's  adnce  to  be 
taken  and  every  red  coat  withdrawn  from 
British  I^orth  America  ?  Were  that  advice 
followed  to-morrow,  would  it  be  possible 
under  those  circumstances  to  convince  the 
people  either  of  Canada  or  of  the  United 
States  that  we  were  in  earnest  in  our  pro- 
fessed determination  to  defend  the  Cana- 
dians as  long  as  they  wished  to  remain  part 
of  our  Empire  ?  It  stood  to  reason  that  such 
a  policy  on  the  part  of  this  country  would 
be  such  a  declaration  of  indifferenoe  as  no 
fair  words  used  in  that  House  or  elsewhere 
could  outweigh ;  and  that  it  would  have 
its  due  effect  on  the  minds  both  of  the 
Americans  and  the  Canadians  it  was  im- 
possible to  doubt.  On  these  grounds  it 
seemed  to  htm  that,  however  logical  his 
right  hon.  ^Friend's  arguments  might  ap- 
pear, it  would  not  be  wise  for  this  country 
to  act  upon  his  views.  He  was  glad  to 
think  that  the  ^ose,  on  the  whole,  agreed 
with  the  Govonment  in  the  moderate  and 
reasonable  measures  of  defence  which  they 
had  decided  to  take  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  the  exertions  of  the  Canadian 
people.  He  heartily  concurred  with  many 
of  those  who  had  spoken  that  night  in  de- 
precating exaggerated  alarm  on  the  subject 
of  the  immecUate  invasion  of  Canada  by 
the  United  States  on  the  conclusion  of  the 
dvil  war.  He  thought  that  debate  would 
prove  useful-  if  it  tended  to  dissipate  panic 
and  check  a  state  of  feeling  which  seemed 
to  be  gaining  ground  in  the  country.  And 
he  wiHild  aiM  that  it  qipeared  to  him  that 


the  socoesB  of  the  Federal  Power  in  redu- 
cing the  South,  if  it  were  a  sucoeasy  was 
likely  in  itself,  if  Uiere  should  be  any 
danger  of  aggression  tnm  that  quarter,  to 
make  that  danger  far  less.  The  North, 
even  if  successful,  would,  be  thought,  still 
have  enough  on  its  hands  in  controlling 
and  governing  its  new  snbjeots  as  they 
must  be  called.  And,  more  than  that— 
their  National  pride  would  be  naturally 
so  well  satisfied,  the  sources  of  disappoint- 
ment, irritation,  and  passion  bo  far  re- 
moved, that  if  under  any  circumstances 
there  were  danger  of  any  such  insane  con- 
duct— an  amount  of  folly  and  wickedness 
in  which  really  one  oould  hardly  bring  one's 
mind  to  believe — as  that  of  a  great  coun- 
try turning  without  cause,  and  to  its  own 
great  loss,  upon  its  neighbours,  he  be- 
lieved that  the  success  of  the  Northern 
cause  would  make  that  danger  much  less. 
Anyhow,  Her  MigesW's  GOTemmentfelt 
that  they  had  done  their  duty  in  seinng 
the  occasion  whaa  it  arose  of  meeting  the 
loyal  and  manly  wishes  of  the  Canadian 
peo[de  to  provim  for  their  own  defence ; 
and  with  that  view  they  recommended 
their  proposition  to  the  House. 

Sib  FREDERIC  SMITH  said,  the 
House  and  the  oountty  must  feel  special 
obligations  to  the  hon.  Slember  for  Hor* 
sham  (Ur.  Seymour  Fitzgerald)  for  origi- 
nating this  debate.  It  wotild  tend  to  dis- 
sipate the  doubts  of  many  in  this  country, 
and  would  reassure  the  loyal  Canadians 
who  desired  to  maintain  their  connection 
with  England.  From  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Cardwell)  it 
would  appear  that  the  Government  had 
come  to  the  determination  to  stand  b^ 
Canada  if  the  necessity  arose.  He  (Sir 
Frederic  Smith)  would  be  glad  to  know 
whether  there  was  to  be  any,  and  what, 
limit  to  tiie  asristanoe  which  we  were 
prepared  to  afibrd  her.  It  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Goremmeat  to  fortify 
or  strengthen  the  fi»lifloationB  of  Que- 
bec, but  to  leave  to  the  Canadians  the 
defence  of  Montreal,  Toronto,  Kingston, 
and  Richmond;  but  for  these  places  we 
were  to  provide  the  armaments  and 
ammunition.  Before  one  penny  was 
voted  for  the  d^enoes  of  Canada,  they 
ought  to  know  what  was  to  be  the  cost  to 
the  taxpayers  of  England,  of  fortreraes, 
armaments,  ammunition,  and  of  the  Bri- 
tish force  which  would  aid  the  Canadians. 
(Tolonel  Jervois  said  nothing  of  the  force 
that  would  be  neoeesary  for  the  pioteo- 
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tion  of  tl^  «qIod7.  TSs  Btated,  indeed,  iv : 
his  Bfipwt,  that  there  were  ^8,000  effec- 
tiT«  wilitia,  «ad  400,000  which  might  be 
araiUhle.  These  400,000  must,  he  ^pre- 
heoded,  be  at  this  moment  porfectly  on- 
isskwl  moi,  while  the  28,000  but 
indtfBvently  trained.  .Colonel  Jerrois  said 
he«aw  Bwne  of  them  at  drill,  and  that 
they  went  throng^  a  ftsld-day  with  toler- 
able precirion.  Were  we  tb^,  he  would 
ask,  blindly  to  enter  upon  the  defence  of 
Canada,  with  only  sodi  a  programme  as 
that  which  Colonel  Jervois  luid  furnished  ? 
Of  the  ability  of  tiiat  gallant  officer  he  had 
a  high  opinion ;  but  it  should  be  bomf  in 
mind  that  the  question  at  issue  inrolred 
the  protection  of  a  large  province,  and  he 
shoiUd,  under  these  droumstances,  hare 
supposed  that  the  Qoremment  would, 
before  taking  any  decided  step  in  so  grave 
a  matter,  have  instruoted  Colonel  Jenrois 
to  make  a  Beport  to  Sir  Fonwiok  Williams, 
the  Commander-in-Chief  in  Canada,  that 
he  would  hare  sent  home  that  B^rt  with 
his  opinion  upon  it,  and  that  then  it  would 
hare  been  sabmitted  by  His  Boyal  High- 
ness the  Commuida>in-Chief  to  the  con- 
rideration  of  those-most  wperienced  officers 
Sir  Baxgpoyne  and  tha  Qnartennaster 
Qeonal,  who  knew  Canada  well,  and  to 
other  officras  who  had  command^  armies 
and  seen  service  on  a  large  scale.  The  Report, 
though  well  drawn  up,  gave  no  definite  ides 
wiUi  respect  to  tfie  number  of  troops  which 
would  be  required  in  Canada,  or  their  cost, 
or  what  must  be  abstracted  from  the  force 
at  homorperhsps  at  atime  when  they  might 
want  them.  The  Qovemmeut  were  to 
provide  Canada  with  arms  and  ammunition ; 
they  were  told  a  few  evenings  ago,  that 
the  larger  guns  would  oost  £4,000,  each 
and  the  ammunition  must  be  very  costly. 
The  Estimate  of  £100,000  must  totally 
inadequate  for  providing  the  arms  and 
ammnnittra.  But  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion  on  the  Army  Estimates,  he 
should  call  unmithe  noble  Lord  the  Under 
SeoretazT  War  to  state  what  the  supply 
to  Canac^was  lik^y  to  ooat  A  sum  of 
£50,000  ma  to  be  expended  this  year, 
and  £160,000  next  year. 

ICs.  CABDWELL  explained  that  he 
did  not  say  that  £160,000  would  be  spent 
next  year,  but  that  the  works  would  be 
almost  completed  next  year,  and  that  the 
larger  part  of  the  expenditure  would  take 
place  in  that  period. 

Sir  FKEBEBIC  SMITH  uudeistood 
the  Estimate  to  be  £200,000— £50^000 
this  yaar,  and  dB150,000  next  year;  hat 


in  his  opinion  It  ought,  if  possible,  to  be 
finished  in  the  course  of  this  year.  There 
might,  if  they  were  fortifying  If  ontreal  at 
the  same  time,  be  some  difSculty  in  find- 
ing  labour ;  but  there  were  hen.  GenUe* 
men  iu  this  House  who  would  undertake 
to  send  out  snffleient  men  io  complete  the 
works  in  eighteen  months  at  the  Airthest 
from  this  time.  The  OoVemment  ought 
either  to  give  up  the  idea  of  defending 
Canada — which  he  did  not  recommend— 
or  they  ought  to  put  tiieir  shoulder  to  the 
wheel  and  proceed  witii  the  works  at  once 
and  as  rapidly  as  possible.  At  the  very 
least  Uontre^  and  Quebec  ought  to  be  put 
on  a  respectable  footing,  and  he  did  not 
think  that  £200,000  would  do  more  than 
complete  the  works  that  were  needed  at 
Quebec.  The  House  had  not  the  most 
distant  idea  of  what  the  nature  of  the 
works  was  to  be,  or  what  it  oould  take  to 
complete  them  in  a  solid  form.  ^Diia 
£50,000  was  to  be  ei^>ended  chiefly  in 
earthworks —  

Ms.  CARD  WELL :  I  said  the  prepara- 
tions for  permanent  works  would  of  ttiem- 
selves  constitute  a  temporary  defieuce. 

Sir  FBEDERIC  SMITH  differed  from 
that  idea,  unless  it  was  1^  throwing  np 
earthworks ;  and  if  that  were  so,  he  was 
right  in  saying  that  £50,000  was  to  be 
expended  chi^y  on  earthworks.  But 
what  was  wanted  was  a  determined  reso- 
lution as  to  the  line  they  meant  to  take. 
If  they  meant  to  abandon  the  Canadas,  let 
them  say  so  and  do  so.  But  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Cardwell)  said  ttiey  in- 
tended to  take  the  opposite  course.  He 
(Sir  Frederic  Smith)  applauded  that.  He 
thought  they  were  bound  in  honour  to  de- 
fend the  Canadas,  and  that  it  would  be 
degrading  to  England  not  to  do  so.  But 
while  he  said  that,  he  also  said,  "Let  us 
have  an  Estimate  in  full  of  the  costs  we 
are  to  incur."  Uembers  of  this  House 
and  the  country  would  then  know  what 
they  were  about  to  do.  There  was  no 
reason  why  tiw  armament  should  not  com- 
mence at  once.  The  Government  ought 
to  take  money  for  that  purpose  in  the  pre- 
sent year,  bat  he  did  not  find  anything  of 
the  sort  in  the  Estimates.  If  tiiey  were 
going  to  take  ten  years  about  it,  he 
should  Uke  to  know  what  chance  the 
Canadas  had  of  new  ordnance  in  time  to 
be  of  use.  It  was  said  that  all  they 
had  now  were  of  the  very,  oldest  oon- 
struotioo,  and  a  few  rounds  would  blow 
every  gun.cairiage  to  pieces.  Agun,  he 
ihoiM  like  to  hafe  .80010  idwof  the  .force 
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-Uwy  expeetecl  tohareia'^flM;  beoanae 
if  the  Americsng  did  go  tovar,they  woald 
do  10  in  right  earnest,  and  their  forces  of 
all  kinds  wonM  doubtiees  be  sent  into  the 
field  in  OT«rwholming  nnmbers.  He  did 
not  see  how  tlie  beet  infimtryforoe  we  could 
flend  into  the  field,  backed  merely  by  volun- 
teera  and  militia,  howorer  gallant  and 
w^-trained,  would  be  of  much  use  with- 
out CftTalrf  and  artillery.  Battles  were  not 
von  by  infantry  alone.  There  most  be 
cavaliyandartiileryin  proper  pnniortionB. 
Then  it  was  «dd  that  in  oase  «  defeat  the 
troopB  eould  wi&draw  into  ihe  fortresses ; 
bnt  did  that  mean  that  the  Oanadians 
were  to  be  abandoned  and  left  ontdde  to 
fight,  or  fiee,  or  ^eld,  as  tiiey  found  best? 
These  works  were,  bowerer,  indispensably 
necessary,  in  order  that  if  Beverely  worsted 
we  might  have  the  means  of  embarking 
our  troops.  They  had  been  told  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  [Mr.  Lowe)  that 
our  troops  would  have  to  retire  disgraced 
and  defeated.  He  regretted  ever  to  bare 
heard  ench  language  in  respect  to  the 
'British  army  in  that  House.  Defeat  might 
be,  but  disgrace  never.  Again,  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Estimates  with  respect  to 
the  defence  of  the  Lakes,  and  he  twUered 
at  this  moment  the  Amerioans  were  taking 
actire  steps  to  establish  a  superiority  there. 
He  was  willing  to  vote  any  amoant  of 
money  for  the  defence  of  Canada ;  bat  not 
to  have  it  dribbled  over  year  after  year  in 
the  style  in  whioh  so  mush  of  the  public 
business  of  this  eonntry  was  done.  Then 
communications  were  necessary,  and  they 
Teqnired  Hme,  but  nothing  was  done  in 
respect  to  them.  In  fact,  theGovemmeDt 
had  either  gone  too  far  or  not  far  enough. 
Lot  them  boldly  aek  for  what  sum  was 
required,  and  let  the  House  of  Commons 
decide  at  once  what  it  would  do.  They 
had  heard  to-night  that  the  war  with  the 
South  would  soon  be  brought  to  a  close  ; 
but,  in  his  opinion,  if  their  great  armies 
were  defeated,  they  would  still  keep  the 
field  for  a  long  time,  and  that  the  armies 
of  the  North  would,  even  if  successful,  be 
required  in  the  South ,  for  some  years 
to  oons{didate  their  dominion  over  the 
people  they  had  conquered.  He  conuder- 
ed  that  war  with  the  United  States  was  a 
bugbear,  as  the  Amerioans  knew  well  that 
a  war  with  England  wooldbea-most  soions 
matter.  Although  the  Canadians  had  not 
in''fhflir  eommeroal  relatsons  shown  tbem- 
ttives  very  worthy  of  our  exertions  in 
tiieirfavour,  the  honour  of  England  was, 
nererthelesB,  engaged  for  their  defence. 


Ub.  WATEIK  said,  that  having,  like 
the  rig^  hon.  Oen^tleman  the  Member  for 
<!!alne  (ICr.  Lowe),  visited  Canada  not 
once  but  frequently,  he  felt  unable  to  cor- 
roborate the  desoriptiott  giv«i  of  Quebec; 
nor  could  he  agree  as  to  what  had  been 
said  of  othw  plaoea.  The  fortifications  of 
Quebec  were  not  those  of  the  days  of 
Wolfe ;  they  had  been  systematically  en- 
larged and  strengthened.  Quebec,  natu- 
rally a  position  of  OBonnous  strength,  was 
now  most  effioieiitly  fortified,  and  so  far 
inm  the  nature  of  the .  snixonndii^  conn- 
ixj  exposing  it  to  attack,  that  country  pre- 
sented foatnres  enri>Kng  the  speedy  and 
eas^  constmotkm  of  additi<mal  works  rm- 
derug  tiie  fortxeas  imfff^able.  In  fiic^ 
it  might  eaaiiy  be  made  tiie  strcoigest  work 
upon  the  continent.  Nor  was  it  fair  to 
say.  as  the  gallant  Uember  opposite  had 
declared,  that  the  guns  were  all  antiquated 
and  the^n-cerriages  rotten.  It  was  true 
that  many  of  the  guns  were  old,  but  newer 
ordnance  had  beeji  supplied ;  there  were 
abundant  stores  of  sho^  shell,  and  rockets, 
and  a  oonsidwable  number  of  Armstrong 
guns  bad  been  reoeived  at  the  citadel  very 
recentiy.  Canada  could  be  made  capable 
of  defence,  without  dittcvlty,  though,  of 
cotKse,  not -without  cost.  No  one  would 
contend  that  the  defenee  of  Canada,  if  an 
Imperial  duty,  was  simply  an  Imperial 
liability.  Eveir  one  would  admit  that 
the  colony  _^uld  contribate,  both  in,  time 
of  peace  and  of  war,  its  four  share  of  the 
buraen.  Independence  and  defence  were 
co-existent  ideas,  and  Canada,  desiring  to 
be  free  of  foreign  control,  should,  and  he 
hoped  would,  be  ready  to  de&ay  her  just 
and  honest  share  of  the  burden.  He  took 
this  as  admitted  on  all  hands  and  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic.  His  objection,  tiien, 
to  the  proposal  of  the  Gbvemment  was 
that  it  was  not  worthy  of  that  emergency 
which  alone  could  justify  the  policy  of  the 
fortification  of  a  frontier.  But  the  ques- 
tion really  before  the  House  was  not  one 
of  the  extent  of  territory  to  defend,  but 
plainly  this  —  was  this  House,  was  the 
country  ready  to  abandon—to  alienate  for 
ever  tivm  tiie  Briti^  Crown,  the  raat  ex- 
panse of  territory  lying  between  the  At- 
lantic and  fiaoifio  Ooeans  ?  There  was  no 
half-way  hmaebetweoi  "cutting  the  pain- 
ter," as  oae  or  two  hon.  Qentlttnen  near 
him  now  and  then  suggested,  in  oonreraa- 
tion  only,  as  regarded  Canada,  and  sever- 
ing all  conneetiai,  now  and  fi»  ever,  with 
Prince  Edward's  Island,  Newfoundland, 
■Nova  9ootia,-aad  New  Bnniwiok,  on  the 
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east;  SritiBh  Colamlna,  one  of  the  most 
thrinng  and  hopefol  of  the  British  pos- 
8800006,  on  the  vert;  and  that  vast  in- 
termediate oonntry  known  as  the  "Hud- 
son's Bay  territOTj"  —  vhidi  thOT  vrae 
told  contained  within  itself  fertue  land 
enoi^h  to  Bostain  50,000,000  of  peof^ 
Hon.  Gentlemen  near  him  should  remem* 
ber  their  geography  a  litUe,  and  they  would 
cense  to  nieak  of  Canada  as  more  than  a 
section  of  that  northern  continent  over 
which  the  Qaeen  of  Great  Britain  mled, 
and  which  comprised  an  area  lai^er  than 
that  of  the  Federal  and  Confederate  States 
pat  together.  Now  what  was  that  great 
property  ?  He  could  not  describe  it  better 
than  in  the  language  of  the  United  States. 
If  the  House  would  refer  to  the  Report 
on  tlie  Reciprocity  Treaty  laid  before  the 
House  of  RepresentatiTes  at  Washington 
in  1862  by  Ur.  Ward,  they  would  find  a 
glowing  description  of  the  vast  extent,  the 
wonderinl  m^fins  of  internal  navigation, 
the  richness  of  minconl  reaonroes,  titte 
braciog  healthiness  of  dimate,  and  the 
immense  extent  of  fertile  soil  whidi  Bri- 
tish Korth  America  oontained.  He  Re- 
port said — 

"The  great  and  prmotioal  Tslae  of  ttM  British 
North  AmerioMi  praTinow  and  ponMnons  is  wl- 
dom  apjmwiated.  Stretohing  mun  the  Atlaatio 
to  the  Paoiflo  Ocean,  thej  oontain  an  area  of  at 
least  3,178^0  iqaare  mileB — mora  than  ]■  owned 

the  United  States  and  not  mneh  lesa  than  the 
whole  of  Eorope,  with  its  fiuoily  of  nations." 

And,  again,  it  said — 

"  Tbs  olimate  and  soil  of  these  provinces  and 
possessions,  seemingljr  less  indnlgent  than  those 
of  tropical  regions,  are  precisely  those  by  which 
the  skill,  energf,  and  Tlrtnes  of  the  hnnian  race  ' 
are  beat  dereloped.  Nature  there  demands  thoaght 
and  labour  from  man  aa  oonditiou  of  his  existence, 
and  yields  abandant  rewards  to  a  wise  indiistr;," 

Indeed,  the  warmth  of  language  used  irre- 
sistibly suggested  the  idea  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  with  whom  tiie  lore 
of  territory  was  a  pasrion,  were  disposed 
to  oast  a  ooretous  upim  tiiese  posses- 
sions of  old  Knp:land.  Now,  knowing  some- 
thing of  Amenoa,  he  must  express  his  be- 
lief that  there  was  no  rery  imminent  dan- 
^  of  war  with  the  United  States.  The 
issues  of  peace  and  war,  however,  depended 
upon  tiie  attitude  of  that  House  and  of 
the  country.  Weakness  never  promoted 
peace,  and  an  uncertain  and  half-hearted 
attitude  was  provocative  of  war.  This 
country  had,  he  believed,  the  desire  to  pre- 
serve its  power  and  influence  on  the  Ame- 
rican continent.  It  was  for  the  good  of 
mankind  that  the  rale  of  the  British  Grown 


and  the  inflnenoe  of  the  wiBely-r^;nlated 
liberty  of  Britain  and  of  the  Briti^  Con- 
stitution should  continue.  The  way  to 
prevent  war  was  not  to  tailk  of  severing 
the  cffitinection  with  Canada  or  of  with- 
drawing our  troops  from  Canada  for  fbar 
they  should  be  caught  in  a  net,  but  to 
announce  boldly  but  calmly,  in  language 
worthy  of  the  traditions  of  that  House, 
that  tiiese  vast  American  possessions  are 
integral  parts  of  the  great  British  Empire, 
and  come  weal  come  woe,  would  be.  de- 
fended to  the  last.  If  that  language  were 
held  there  would  be  no  war  in  America. 
The  only  danger  arose  from  impressions 
produced  by  speeches  in  that  House  and 
elsewhere,  leading  to  the  belief  that  we 
were  indifferent  to  our  duties  or  our  in- 
tereets  on  the  American  continent;  for  we 
had  duties  as  well  as  interests.  Those  who 
thus  spoke  —  humanitarians  professioa 
—could  supp(nrt  the  continuance  of  a  war 
which,  in  his  humble  opinion,  disgraced 
the  civilization  of  our  time ;  and,  while 
professing  to  be  Liberals,  they  were  rudy 
to  thrust  out  from  our  Impnial  homB  « 
liberty  the  populations  of  some  of  onr  most 
important  possessionB  to  satisfy  some  ima- 
ginary economical  theory  of  saving.  They 
spoke  of  the  Empire  as  if  it  were  this 
mere  island,  and  they  seemed  enchanted 
with  the  idea  of  narrowing  our  boundaries 
everywhere.  That  was  not  a  question  of 
simple  arithmetic,  it  was  a  question  of 
empire ;  not  a  question  of  a  single  Budget, 
but  a  question  of  the  future  destiny  of  our 
race.  These  Gentiemen  seemed  to  prefer 
to  live  in  a  small  country.  For  his  part, 
he  hoped  he  should  all  his  life  live  in  a 
great  one.  No  country  could  be  stationary 
without  becoming  stagnant,  or  restrict  ite 
natural  progress  without  inviting  its  de- 
cay. It  was  so  in  all  human  affairs;  it 
was  so  even  in  ordinary  business.  Every 
man  of  bunness  knew  that  if  his  enters 
prize  ceased  to  grow  bigger,  it  soon  b8gan 
to  dwindle  down ;  and  so  a  country  must 
grow  greater  or  else  mart  dide  away  to 
weakness^  until  at  last  it  would  be  deqiised. 
Now  the  Government  proposed  to  spend 
£50,000  at  Quebec;  £50,000,  he  re- 
peated, was  really  notiiiog  if  it  were  ne- 
cessary to  carry  out  the  fortification  policy 
at  all.  He  had  two  objections  to  make. 
One  was  that  Quebec  was  not  the  vulner- 
able point ;  that  point  was  If  ontreal.  Mon- 
treal was  the  key  to  Canada.  Once  hold- 
ing that  key,  the  enemy  would  cut  Canada 
in  two — would  separate  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada  from  each  other.  Yet4he  Govem- 
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meat  proposed  to  levvo  all  thftfc  to  the  aa- 
aided  resoorce*  of  Canada-— to  do  nothing, 
in  faiot,  where,  if  sotioo  were  neoeasaiy  at 
niX,  that  action  was  pressing  and  impera- 
tive. He  should  deplore  to  see  this  oonU' 
by  oommenoing  and  curying  on  a  Qom- 
petition  of  expenditure  on  fonificatiooa 
vitb  tiie  TJoitea  State*.  The  result*  inutt 
be,  as  be  warned  the  l^ouse,  exiuasire 
Votes  of  money,  of  which  this  one  was 
only  the  imall  beginning,  and  an  entire 
change  i»  nature  of  those  'rBlaUbna 
ThiBQ  bad  lo  happily  sohsiatfld  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Brifciih  North 
American  possessions.  Let  the  House  re- 
member the  case  of  France.  ED^laijd  and 
France  had  for  years  been  running  a  race 
of  aompetition  of  tiiis  kind.  If  France 
raised  a  saw  regiment,  or  added  a  new 
ship  of  war,  or  built  an  iron-(dad,  or 
ereoiad  a  fortress,  we  must  do  the  same. 
4&jad  thus  it  had  been  that  the  forces  still 
remained  on  a  measore  of  soma  ^ort  of 

XMty,  notwithstanding  a  vast  outlay, 
h  hod  crippled  the  revonroes  of  both 
eountriea,  and  here  at  home  had  dieiayed 
fiscd  reform  wd  retarded,  nay,  ernt  pre- 
Tcnted  the  moat  obTiooa  meaaorea  for  the 
eleratioii  uid  eduoation  of  our  people. 
Were  we  to  play  the  aame  game  over 
again  vith  the  Statea?  Ifowas  regards 
the  great  Lakes  and  water  ways  of  Ame- 
rica, posseaaing  a  ooait  line  of  above  3,000 
miles,  we  had  sinoe  1817  neatraliaed  these 
waters  aa  regards  armaments.  TTuder  that 
truly  blessed  arrangement,  the  sound  of  a 
hostile  shot,  or  even  of  a  shot  fired  for 
practioe,  had  never  been  heard  now  for 
nearly  half  a  century.  Here  was  a  pre- 
cedent of  happy  history  and  worthy  of  all 
gratitude  and  of  all  imitation.  Now,  if 
they  were  to  fortify,  let  it  be  done  ais- 
quately  whatever  the  cost.  That  cost 
would,  he  repeated,  be  great  and  also  un- 
certain. Nov  he  would  venture  to  make 
a  Buggeation  to  the  Goveniment.  It  was 
to  try  negotiation.  Place  before  the  minds 
of  American  statesmen  the  neutralization 
of  the  Lakea  and  aak  if  the  frontiers  oonld 
not  be  nentraliaed  alee.  Was  it  not  poe- 
nhia  that  if  Her  ICajeaty'a  Government 
took  Brother  Jonathan  in  a  ^niet  mood,  he 
might  be  disposed  to  save  his  own  pocket 
and  thereby  to  save  ours,  and  unite  with 
us  to  set  a  bright  example  to  surrounding 
nations }  The  people  of  the  United  States 
hod  their  faults  and  we  had  ours;  but 
they  were  distuguished  by  thnr  common 
sense,  Ko  people  had  more  of  it.  This 
Boigariioa  wonld,  Jw  thought,  oome  home 
TOL.  CLXXVn.   [Tmsn  sniutB.] 


to  it;  iDr  they  would  arfpie  if  we  lay  put 
millions,  so  will  (he  British,  and,  after  all, 
it  is  merejj  adding  burdens  to  both  and 
not  really  strengU^  or  dignity  to  either, 
Let  the  Governmept  try.  If  they  failed 
the  trial  would  have  shown  them  to  be 
just  and  in  ti^e  right,  ^f  they  succeeded 
how  happy  vould  it  be  for  us.  Reference 
had  been  made  b]r  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men to  the  fortifications  at  New  York, 
Boston,  and  Portland;  but  no  one  had 
mentioned  a  very  strong  work  witJiin  forty 
miles  of  Uontreal  itself.  He  bad  seen  that 
work.  It  was  Bailed  "  Fort  Montgomery," 
and  there  was  a  railway  all  the  way  from 
it  to  Uontrral.  It  was  now  very  strong. 
He  believed  it  had  embrasures  for  some 
200  guns.  All  the  time  this  war  had  been 
going  on,  this  work  had  been  going  on 
also.  Nqv  this  looked  like  menace.  Our 
Government  had  been  informed  about  it, 
but  be  failed  to  find  that  they  had  made 
any  representatiou  to  Wa^ington.  Surely 
they  might  have  said,  and  would  have 
been  justified  in  saying  to  a  friendly 
nation— "If  you  must  have  200  guns 
forty  miles  from  Uontreal,  we  must  have 
250  at  Montreal;  and  whatever  you  do, 
we  must  imitate — therefore,  why  should 
either  of  u  lay  out  our  m<mey  r"  ^ut 
Ghivranoient  had  done  nothing;  and. now, 
before  attempting  any  n^tiation,  they 
asked  tite  House  to  agree  to  nuke  fbrtift- 
oations.  He  hail  humUy  offered  a  sngg^ 
tion  to  the  Govonment.  Let  them  take 
one  of  two  decided  coursee.  Let  them  deal 
firmly  and  wisely  with  the  question.  Let 
them  state,  in  no  spirit  of  offence,  to  the 
United  States  that,  as  Canada  was  part  of 
the  British  Empire,  we  would  defend  it  at 
all  cost;  or  let  them  endeavour  to  induce 
the  Government  of  Washington  to  distin- 
guish itself  for  ever  by  adopting  the  alter- 
native —  the  neutralization  of  the  Lakes 
and  the  avoidance  of  hostile  fbrtifioations 
on  both  sides  of  the  frontier. 

Sib  MIKTO  FARQUHAB  said,  he 
thou^t  they  had  all  reason  to  be  thank. 
All  to  Us  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Horsham  (Mr.  8.  Fitzgerald)  for  having 
brought  this  subject  under  thmr  oouaidera- 
tkm.  No  thougjhtful  man  eonld  have  any 
doubt  as  to  the  great  importance  of  the 
queation.  His  hon.  Friend  bad  moreover 
brought  it  forward  in  a  most  moderate 
and  temperate  speech.  He  would  folloT 
the  example  of  his  hon.  Friend,  and  avoid 
entering  into  the  question  between  the 
Confederates  end  the  United  States.  What 
they  had  now  to  eonaider  was  the  leU- 
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tions  between  this  ootmtry  and  Canada. 
He  mtut  say  he  liad  read  the  letter  of 
Colonel  Jerrois  in  Time* — for  he  had 
not  then  seen  it  as  a  KoHamentary  p^wr 
— with  sarprise.  "Wlien  he  pnt  a  ques- 
tion regarding  it  privately  to  the  right 
hon.  Gtentleman  opposite  (Hr.  Gardw^l), 
flie  answer  he  receiTed  was  tiiat  the  con- 
tents of  the  Bmort  were  perfeotty  well 
known  in  Kew  Tork.  Bn^  haTing  a  good 
many  fHends  oonneoted  with.  Canada,  he 
conld  state  thatthOT  too  were  exceedingly 
surprised  at  the  publication  of  the  Bepnt, 
because  it  placed  before  the  whole  world 
the  difSculties  of  defending  Canada.  He 
was  ready  to  admit  that  at  tiie  commeDce- 
ment  of  the  American  civil  war  the  peo- 

I lie  of  Canada  had  not  been  disposed  to 
ook  with  aaj  apprehension  at  the  nature 
of  their  relations  with  their  neighbours  of 
the  United  States ;  they  thought  that  as 
long  as  the  contest  between  the  Confeder- 
ates and  Federals  lasted  there  was  no  need 
for  their  coming  forward,  but  they  were 
now  aware  of  the  nature  of  their  position, 
and  they  had  evinced  their  determination 
to  prepare  for  any  exigency  that  m^ht 
arise.  Lord  Honck,  who  had  buna  him- 
self  in  a  most  admirable  maimer,  had 
ealled  the  deferent  provinces  ti^thw 
to  eonsider  what  line  of  oondnct  th^ 
should  adop^  and  the  news  which  had 
arrived  tc^day  showed  that  tiie  Con- 
federation resolutions  bad  been  adopted 
in  the  Legislative  Council  by  a  ma- 
jority of  fbrty-five  to  fifteen.  The  course 
which  England  would  take  depended  on 
the  line  adopted  by  the  Canadians  them- 
selves, and  now  they  had  shown  that  they 
wished  by  every  means  in  their  power  to 
keep  up  the  connection;  this  great  country 
eould  not  refuse  to  assist  them  without 
shocking  every  sense  of  propriety  and 
every  foeling  of  honour.  He  had  heard 
it  said  that  this  country  had  really  no 
great  interest  in  Canada.  But  he  believed 
that  the  reading  a  few  statistics  would 
affnrd  an  ample  refotation  of  that  notion. 
What  were  some  of  the  inTestmenta  in 
Canada?  In  railways  the  Grand  Trunk 
represented  a  capital  of  £16,747,000;  the 
Great  Western  of  Cqjiada,  £6,262,689; 
the  Northern  of  Canada,  £1,296,000 ;  the 
Bufffdo  and  Lake  Huron,  £1,477,860 ;  the 
Welland,  £846,667— in  all,  £35,129,116. 
Adding  banks,  trust  oompanies,  and  Canada 
land  oompanies,  the  sum  would  be  about 
£27,843,000.  The  public  debt  of  Canada 
was  nearly  £16,000,000.  In  all,  about 
£48,848,000  in  wb^  thia  oonnby  was 
Bir  MintoIHrpiJur 


more  or  less  interested.  He  be^ed  on 
this  subject  to  quote  an  extract  from  the 
r^rt  of  the  British  North  American 
Assodatimi — 

"  Of  tiM  whob  Bptiih  CoIODial  EniHre,  Bri> 
tish  North  Amwiea  oeoaplei  a  prominent  iriaoe. 
It  eoatains  1,000,000  Bqiure  mUM,  and  ooeupiM 
ooe-third  of  the  Amsrican  Ooiitui«nt.  It  ia  lar* 
gBt  than  all  Enrope  or  tbe  Federal  and  Con- 
fi»d«rate  StatM  togather.  Its  population  ii  about 
4.000,000.  Tbe  tonnage  of  ita  ihipping  enables 
it  to  tank  seventh  among  tiie  nationi  ttt  Ute 
earth,  and  hi  the  last  derade  ita  tnde  baa  man 
than  qoadmpled.  Ita  exports  and  importa  meh 
£97.000,000  a  year,  and  the  agrionltoral  fniodnee 
amonnta  to  not  leai  than  £30,000,000  per  an- 
nam.  Ita  total  rerennea  daring  tite  pMt  jear 
or  1864  are  ertimated  at  £3,000,000,  and  the 
ezpenaea  at  £3,700,000.  Its  greateat  length  from 
the  Atlan^  frmitier  of  Nora  Scotia  to  the  Pa- 
oiAe  Oeean  at  Vaaoonnr's  Island  iafl,000  milsi^ 
and  tts  greatest  breadth  1,800  miles." 

The  Canadians  were  ready  to  do  every- 
thing they  ought  to  do,  and  tiiay  woul^ 
derive  from  the  speeches  made  to-nig^t 
the  greatest  satisfaction — from  none  more 
than  from  tiie  short  statement  of  the  rii^t 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Cardwell),  summing 
up,  in  a  few  important  words,  that  war  wit£ 
C^ada  was  war  with  England.  But  the 
rig^t  hon.  Gentleman  had  at  the  same  time 
deprecated  all  irritating  disonsaions,  just 
as  ois  right  hon.  Friend  bdow  (Ur.  Du- 
raeli)  had  done,  and  his  hon.  Friend  who 
had  brought  forward  this  Motion.  Still, 
danger  was  at  hand,  and  it  was  the  duty 
of  a  great  nation  to  be  prepared  for  it. 
He  believed  the  Beciprocity  Treaty  to  be 
of  undoubted  use  to  Canada  as  well  aa 
to  this  countiy,  and  would  refer  to  Be- 
ports  which  confirmed  his  views,  and 
which  advised  the  American  Government 
not  to  act  hastily  in  this  matter,  but 
rather  to  call  a  meeting  to  see  if  the 
treaty  could  not  be  maintained,  and  there- 
by nullify  to  a  great  extent  that  feeUng 
of  hostility  which  had  arisen.  He  was 
glad  that  debate  had  taken  plaoe,  as  it 
would  show  tbe  Ammican  GoTwnment 
that  that  House  was  prepared  to  lo<>k  with 
moderation  upon  all  tiut  had  been  said, 
however  irritating  the  oyreasioos  made 
use  of  might  have  been  towuds  thia 
country,  and  to  make  allowanoe  for  tlie 
irritations  which  the  Americans  felt  amidst 
Uie  difficulties  and  losses  of  the  great 
crisis  through  which  they  had  of  late 
years  been  passiDg.  The  Canadians  wished 
this  oonutry  to  state  distinctiy  what  it 
intended  to  do.  Canada  was  proud  to  be 
oonneoted  with  the  old  oountry,  and  so 
long  as  Eoglaod  did  her  put  1^  the  Ga- 
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nadiaiu  they  woaM  atand  by  her  to  die 
lut  breath. 

Lobs  ELCHO  said,  they  had  had  of 
late  yean  maoy  important  qnestioDs  dis- 
ouued  in  that  Hoobo — Crimean  and  other 
wars ;  bat  that  which  inTolred  the  ques- 
tion of  war  between  this  ooantry  and 
America  put  all  other  subjects  into  the 
shade.   He  believed  he  n^  hardly  say 
how  thoroughly  he  agreed  with  every 
word  that  had  been  spoken  in  that  debate 
aa  to  the  neoesrity  of  aToiding  all  allusion 
whioh  oonld  create  unnecessary  irritation 
between  this  oountiy  and  ITuited 
States  of  America. .  He  was  glad  to  find 
tiut  the  hon.  Oentleman  who  intoodnced 
the  subject  had  set  an  example  trf  modera- 
tion whioh  had  been  fi^wed  by  the  snb- 
■eqnent  spealran.    He  had  heard  the 
disousnon  whioh  had  taken  place  in  an- 
other plaoe  on  the  subject,  and  he  confessed 
he  did  not  like  what  he  heard  there,  nor 
did  he  like  whSt  had  been  stated  in  the 
Beport  of  Colonel  Jerrois  with  respect  to 
the  defanoei  of  Canada.    He  knew  the 
intentions  of  the  GoTcmment,  bnt  his  first 
impression  was  not  &Toarable  towards 
them ;  and  after  listening  attentively  to 
what  had  been  said  in  that  House,  he 
thought  the  speech  whioh  had  most  prac- 
tical common  sense  in  it,  and  was  most 
likely  to  command  the  attention  of  prac- 
tical Englishmen,  suoh  as  Uiose  assembled 
there,  was  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Uember  for  Calne  (Mr. 
Lowe).   He  joined  with  all  that  had  been 
said  by  Gentunien  on  the  Treasory  Bench 
as  to  the  dntiea  of  the  mother  country 
towards  Canada,  and  if  Canada  were 
anxioua  to  stand  by  England  it  was  the 
dnty  of  England  to  support  that  colony. 
The  only  question  between  his  right  hon. 
Friend  and  the  Qentiemen  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  appeared  to  be  as  to  the  best  mode 
of  doing  that.    They  must  not  allow 
America  to  choose  her  own  ground.  He 
thought  it  would  be  impossible  to  defend 
Canada  in  the  way  suggested  by  Oovern- 
ment.    Did  any  one  believe,  even  sap- 
posing  these  fortifications  were  erected, 
unless  they  had  a  sufficient  number  of  men 
to  man  them,  and  the  population  of  Canada 
were  thoroughly  armed,  they  would  be  of 
any  avail  ?  Thu  oonntry  could  only  send  a 
small  nndeufl  of  men  over  tiiere.  How 
did  thn  iffopoie  to  man  the  fortifications  ? 
The  gallant  dBoer,  who  had  been  sent  over 
to  Canada  to  repwt,  said— 

**  Ob  ths  othw  hand,  if  the  vorki  now  reoom- 
nmM  be  omslmoted,  tbt  vital  fointM  of  tbe 


oountry  eoold  be  defended,  aad  ilw  regdsr  snm 
woold  become  a  nuoleni  aod  aoj^MMt  ronnd  wfaiw 
the  people  of  Osoada  would  rally  to  re^  •gfns- 

Bion." 

He  wanted  to  know  how  they  were  to 
rally  ?  At  the  present  moment  there  only 
existed  someUiing  like  20,000  trained  men 
in  Canada.  The  difficulty  felt  in  Canada 
was  flimikr  to  that  felt  in  this  oonntry 
when  endeavouring  to  raise  a  Yolnnteer 
force  in  the  rural  distiicts.  The  people 
lived  a  considerable  distance  from  each 
other,  and  were  scattered  over  a  large 
extent  of  country;  it  was,  therefore, 
very  difficult  to  get  them  together  for 
training  purposes.  If  they  succeeded  in 
training  6U.000,  or  even  100,000  men, 
could  such  an  army  as  that  make  a  sue* 
cessful  stand  against  the  whole  forces 
which  the  TTnited  States  could  bring 
a^inst  them  ^  Sapposing  the  army  were 
driven  into  the  fortifications,  how  was  the 
rest  of  Canada  to  act  against  an  over- 
whelming mass  of  troops?  How  were 
the^  to  get  by  this  nuclens  sufficient 
trained  men  to  repel  such  an  enemy  aa 
they  would  have  to  cope  witii  ?  It  ap- 
pesA^  to  him  that  the  course  suggested 
by  the  right  hon.  Uember  for  Calne  was 
the  only  practical  and  sensible  one.  They 
might  say  to  Canada  that  they  would  give 
her  a  loan  of  say  £500,000  for  fortifications, 
and  sufficient  men  for  the  purpose  of  drill- 
ing the  population ;  and  when  this  work 
had  been  accomplished,  and  if  war  were 
unfortunately  threatened,  it  would  be  a 
consideration  whether  England  should  not 
fight  America  on  Canadian  as  well  as  on 
other  ground.  It  appeared  to  him  that  what 
the  Government  proposed  would  be  power- 
ful to  provoke  war,  but  powerless  to  de- 
fend Canada. 

Ub.  ATRTOK  said,  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  adopted  what  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  most  extraordinary  course.  They 
might  have  come  to  the  House,  and,  as  in 
time  of  war,  asked  for  a  Vote  for  the 
amount  which  they  considered  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  Canada,  umply  saying 
that  the  affiurs  of  the  province  demanded 
the  outlay,  and  taking,  of  course,  £he  re- 
sponsibility which  would  naturally  attend 
such  a  demand.   If  the  Government  pos- 
)  sessed  the  entire  confidence  of  the  House 
I  the  money  might  have  been  voted  without 
!  any  demur,  and  hon.  Members  opposite 
I  would  have  had  another  opportunity  of 
exhibiting  that  willingness  to  support  the 
I  Government  in  all  kinds  of  expenditure 
'  which  they  had  latterly  oontinoaUy  dta- 
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nnmbtt  of  ICemben  oa  Ut  dd«  of  tbo 

House  who  had  endesroond  to  cAiedk  the 
lavidi  e^tenditnre  of  the  present  Adminis* 
tntioii.  Such  a  oonrae  would  bare  been 
intelUg^Ue,  but  it  had  not  been  adopted 
by  the  Government.  Then  tiie  Qovem- 
inent  might  hare  come  before  the  House 
in  another  waj.  They  might  haTO  given 
a  complete  explanation  of  all  the  circum- 
Btances  in  oonnection  vith  the  proposed 
expenditure,  and  thrown  the  reiponBibility 
upon  the  House.  Instead,  however,  of 
doing  either  of  those  tluogs,  the  Gtovem- 
ment  had  taken  the  exkaordinarj  and 
most  unBatisfactory  course  of  throwing 
upon  the  table  of  the  House  the  Beport 
ox  Colonel  J^errois,  and  practically  aaked 
for  a  Vote  of  money  npon  the  &ith  of  that 
Beport  That  Bepmt  waa  most  onsatis- 
factory.  There  was  not  one  word  in  it 
whioh  vould  enable— he  uronld  not  say  a 
dnlian — but  a  military  man  to  Stam  an 
opinion  as  to  tlie  iwcesnty  of  the  fbrtifioa- 
tions.  ThoQ^  making  great  pretensionfli 
the  Eeport  did  not  oontain  one  wcffd  of 
real  information.  The  scheme,  in  reality, 
embraced  the  defence  of  several  hundred 
miles  of  frontier,  including  the  fortijfica^ 
tion  of  Hamilton,  Toronto,  Eingston,  Mon- 
treal, and  Quebec.  They  ought,  however, 
to  be  informed  whether  those  towns  were 
to  be  completely  surrounded  with  fortifi- 
cations, and  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
implements  of  modem  warfare,  the  forti- 
fications would  be  of  such  a  diaracter  as 
to  protect  the  towns  from  destruction  in 
case  of  an  attack  upon  the  fortifications 
themselves.  Above  all,  it  was  necessary 
for  tJiem  to  know  the  number  of  men  that 
would  be  required  for  thnr  defence.  It 
would  be  advisable,  moreover,  that  the 
House  should  be  made  aoqaainted  with 
the  intentions  of  the  Oovemmoit  in  re- 
gard  to  the  erection  or  non-erection  of 
Wraoks  and  bomb-proof  accommodation 
within  these  fortifications  for  the  protection 
of  the  garrison.  Then,  too,  they  ought 
to  know  how  long  a  siege  the  fortresses 
were  designed  to  maintain — because  they 
knew  that  suoh  works  could  not  be  re- 
garded as  impregnable*  and  that  their  re- 
duction was  only  a  matter  of  time.  Ihem 
were  all  salient  facts  whieh  ought  tu  be 
brou^t  clearly  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  before  it  could  form  an  opinion; 
and  even  then  the^  would  have  to  consider 
whether  these  fortifications  were  obedient 
at  all.  It  nught  be  said  that  the  matters 
"ha  lad  lefinted  to,  bong  of  a  teohnieal 
character,  came  puie^wiuiiL  the  proTisoe 

Mr.  AyrUm 


of  a  miliiaiy  man;  but  he  beUered  that 
there  was  a  pant  whoe  technical  art 
ended,  and  comuon-ieBsa  A  mili- 

tary man  was  no  mom  competent  than  a 
civilian  to  decide  np<m  tiie  necessity  ot 
erecting  flHrtifieationa,  pxeriding  always 
that  aoonrate  technical  iafimBation  waa 
placed  before  the  latter.  Several  soggea- 
ti«i8  had  fallen  from  hon.  ICembers  wiQi 
regard  to  the  proper  jnode  in  which  we 
should  treat  Oanada,  uid  he  should  not 
have  ventured  to  touch  npon  the  sutgeet 
bat  for  the  unsatisfactory  answer  whioh 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Seoretary 
for  the  Colonies  had  retomed  to  the  quea- 
tiotts  which  had  fidlen  from  the  hon. 
Hember  fi»»  Bradibrd  (lb.  W.  B.  Forster). 
After  all  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  beet 
way  of  proteoting  Canada  was  to  preeerre 
I»oper  relations  with  the  United  Sfcaftea. 
If  we  were  prepared  to  break  tluMS  laU- 
tiona  npon  the  aUi^test  nomd,  any  spe- 
oolation  the  deAaoe  n  Genaida  woald 
be  of  no  avaiL  The  daima  made  by  the 
American  Oovemment  and  refcrrsd  to  by 
the  hon.  If  ember  for  Bradford  might,  ac- 
cording to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Adanu, 
be  salraaitted  to  arbitration  ;  at  all  events, 
he  interpreted  the  despatch  from  that  gen- 
tleman as  containing  each  a  suggestion. 
Having  heard  a  good  deal  about  arbitra- 
tion being  one  of  the  chief  prinoiplea 
adopted  by  Hot  Majesty's  Government,  he 
must  confess  that  hie  had  read  with  intense 
surprise  tiie  answer  seat  by  Eari  Bussell 
to  the  temperate  and  legitimate  despatch 
of  the  Uaited  States  Govemawat  It 
was  not  for  as  to  consider  whether  the 
claims  aaade  by  the  United  Statea  wde 
founded  on  jnstue  and  right.  It  was  snffi- 
oient  for  our  pnrpose  that  we  possessed 
the  knowledge  that  a  great  Power  solemnly 
asserted  its  belief  in  the  jostiee  of  those 
ekdms  aco(»xUog  ta  the  principles  of  later- 
□atioiial  Law  and  of  justice.  He  held  it 
was  the  bonnden  duty  of  our  Govema»ent 
to  enter  into  the  negotiation,  and  &11  in 
with  the  proposal  as  far  as  praotioable. 
What,  however,  was  the  course  adopted 
by  £(u-l  Bussell  ?  He  wrote  a  deqwtoh, 
which  to  his  (Mr.  Ayrtou's)  mind  was 
most  uosatis&atoTy,  and  ^  coald  not  be 
denied  that  the  plication  of  that  des- 
patch had  caused  great  dissatis&ctien  in 
the  United  States.  The  foct  was,  that  the 
disr^aid  of  the  deoMUtds  of  tiie  American 
Gtovemment  was  the  real  latent  cause  of 
the  growing  irritation  in  the  minds  of  tiie 
American  people.  He  tiionght  that  some 
fhrtiur  eqlauUlon  ini  diu4i>  fhe  Hooae 
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than  hod  been  offi>rdect  by  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  to  the  question  of  the  hon. 
Hember  for  Bradford.    The  ansirer  of  the 
Seoretarj  for  the  Colonies  ■ubBtantially  was 
that  tiie  question  remained  in  the  same 
state  as  when  that  document  was  written. 
But  that  state  was  one  of  irritation  and 
annoyance  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
The  hon.  Kember  for  Bradford  must  have 
expected  some  bet  er  answer— something 
to  soften  down  tiiat  foiling  of  irritation. 
Had  any  steps  been  taken  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  United  States  QoTemment  ? 
It  was  obvious  that  those  demands  would 
be  repeated,  and  must  be  repeated  if  the 
United  States  QoTernmrat  had  any  re- 
gard for  its  own  honour ;  and  then  what 
would  be  the  podtum  oi  this  oountiy? 
We  bad  a  demandprefeiTed  by  the  United 
States  when  in  diwulties,  aooompanied  by 
a  suggestion  of  a  refermoe  to  arbitration^ 
That  demand  we  had  flung  aside ;  but  it 
would  be  repeated  when  the  United  States 
were  as  strong  as  they  hoped  to  be.  What 
would  then  be  our  jposation  ?   We  must 
do  precisely  that  which  we  refused  to  do 
now.    We  must  do  that  or  go  to  war; 
and  where  was  the  man  who  would  stand 
up  and  say  we  ought  to  go  to  war  after 
such  a  demand  from  the  United  States? 
Would  it  not  be  better  for  the  country  to 
look  the  question  fsiriy  in  the  faoe  now, 
that  the  GoTonment  should  again  take 
the  subject  into  its  considerationj  and  en- 
deavour to  put  it  into  a  train  for  adjust- 
ment?  Instead  of  that  they  came  down 
with  demands  fox  fbrtiflsations  and  works 
of  a  defensive  ehanoter.   He  thona^t  the 
OoTernment  had  better  withdraw  tu  Vote 
alt<^ether — at  least  they  ought  to  fiinuah 
^e  House  with  the  neoeesary  in&rmation 
for  forming  a  judgment  upon  it.    But  he 
would  prefer  to  hear  from  them  that  our 
relatioDS  with  the  United  States  were  such 
as  to  induoe  a- reasonable  hope  that  they 
might  be  able  to  neutralize  the  gteat  Lakes 
and  to  render  unneoesaary  the  nirther  ^o- 
seontion  of  hostile  discussions. 

Lobs  HOBEET  CBCIL  :  Sir,  I  have 
no  doubt  great  advantages  have  arisen  in 
leoent  times  from  the  practice  whioh  haa 
grown  up  of  reporting  to  the  publie  out* 
side  the  debates  whioh  pass  in  this  House ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  impossible  to 
listen  to  snob  a  debate  as  this  without 
feeling  that  the  praotioe  has  ita  drawbacks 
too.  On  i^eaker  aftor  aaothat  haa  got  up 
and  protested  that  he  has  not  the  mutest 
idea  of  Binr  feasible  danger  of  a  rupture 
irith  the  uuted  States;  bat  oos  eaimot 


but  lesl  that  there  is  somethiug  o(mtnidio- 
tory  in  the  very  existence  of  this  debate 
and  the  statement  whioh  has  been  so  os- 
tentatiously brought  forward— «  contra- 
diction not  altogether  flattering-  to  our 
oonfidenoe  in  our  own  strength  or  calculated 
to  increase  in  the  minds  of  the  rest  of  the 
world  a  favourable  opinion       it.  We 
value  Gibraltar,  but  we  are  not  always 
discussing  how  we  will  defend  Gibraltu 
from  Spain.   We  value  Halta,  but  we  are 
not  always  discussing  how  we  will  defend 
Kalta  ^m  Italy.   We  are  now  discussing 
how  we  shall  defend  Canada,  for  one 
reaeon,  and  no  other— that  there  is  a 
Power  whiiA  can  attack  Canada,  and  wbidi 
has  tiia  will  to  do  so.   I  have  hwd  firaia 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  has 
jut  sat  down  (Mr.  Ayrton),  epiiuons  whioh 
make  me  foel  with  greater  f<vce  the  draw- 
baok  of  having  our  debates  reported  to  the. 
public  out  of  doors.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  expressed  in  the  broadest 
and  strongest  language  his  opinion  that  it 
is  of  little  use  for  us  to  defend  Canada 
unless  we  can  contrive  to  make  peace  with 
the  United  States.   I  concur  with  hiv 
that,  if  we  do  so,  it  will  be  unnecessary 
for  us  to  defend  Canada.    I  was  sorry  to 
hear  the  observations  which  he  made  re- 
specting the^^eiama—observationB  similar 
to  ttiose  whioh  bare  been  made  elsewhere 
in  the  oonrse  of  debate,  and  which  may  be 
misrepresented  on  the  other  side  of  the 
water^obs^ations  wbloh  ratirely  misre* 
present  the  spirit  wd  flaalings  of  this 
House  and  the  pcdicy  whioh  Eo^and  is 
likely  to  punuo.   Zam  Sara  tiut  Sng^d 
will  never  oonsent  to  submit  to  the  exoes* 
siva  and  atravagant  demands  which  the 
Uinister  of  the  United  States  made  in  this 
respect— contrary,  as  has  been  repeatedly 
proved  to  the  principles  of  Inteniational 
Law.   X  wish  to  protest  also  against  the 
exaggerated  application  of  the  principle  oi 
arbitration.    Arbitration  is  very  well  as 
to  foots.    If  thwe  IB  a  dispute  as  to  facts 
it  is  desirable  to  submit  them  to  arbitra- 
tion ;  hut  where  Uie  dilute  is  not  as  to 
facts  but  as  to  great  principles  of  Interna- 
tional Law,  to  submit  them  to  arbitration 
is  to  hand  ever  to  the  arbitrator  the  power 
of  selecting  or  establishing  that  view  of 
the  prinoxplea  of  Intematiraal  Law  to 
whioh  you  must  adhere  in  all  foture  time. 
Now  I  do-not  think  that  Inteijational  Iaw 
can  be  framed  on  swdi  prinoi^si^  and  I 
believe  that  if  any  attempt  wem  inade  to 
do  so  the  parties  who  appeared  before  the 
artntnter  vonld  not  sobnu^te  be  boiu^ 
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by  his  deoinon.  But  there  is  another 
groand  on  account  of  which  I  think  the 
debate  we  have  heard  to-night  may  operate 
prejadioall^  to  the  ifitereste  of  this  oonntrj. 
In  disonasing  this  question  it  seems  to  me 
that  wo  have  thought  of  the  interests  of 
everything  except  the  interests  of  the 
people  of  Canada.  Now,  the  people  of 
Canada  have  a  solid  and  real  danger  before 
them.  What  presses  on  fhem  is  not  the 
queBtion  of  the  British  Empire — whether 
British  honoar  shall  he  maintained  or  not 
— but  the  question  of  th«r  own  lives,  their 
own  homraieads,  their  own  prosperity; 
and  what  they  want  to  know  u  whether 
England  is  prepared  to  back  them  np,  or 
whether  she  is  not  prepared  to  do  so.  And 
what  answer  do  they  receive  ?  The 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  gives  generous 
and  large  spoken  promises,  destitute,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  of  any  definite  value,  but 
still  showing  most  amiable  intendons.  But 
in  the  House  at  lai^  there  is  every  pos- 
rible  theory  for  the  defence  of  Canada 
which  the  imagination  of  man  can  conceive. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr. 
Watkin)  says,  "  you  are  bound  to  defend 
the  whole  frontier  of  Canada."  Another 
hon.  Qentleman  says,  the  Oovemment  are 
merely  bound  to  defend  a  few  fortified 
points.  The  right  hon.  Member  for  Calne 
(Mr.  Lowe)  says,  Canada  will  be  best  de- 
ilended  1^  abandoning  her  altogether  and 
attacking  the  Americans  somewhere  rise, 
or  by  defending  the  Sngludi  Empire  some- 
where else.  So  that  if  we  amassed  a  fi)rce 
to  defend  the  late  of  Wight  we  shonld  be 
def<rading  Canada.  But  the  hon.  Member 
fer  the  Tower  Hamlets  (Mr.  Ayrton) 
says,  the  best  way  to  defend  Canada  is 
never  to  quarrel  with  the  TTnited  States. 
But  what  the  people  of  Canada  desire  to 
know  is.  supposing  we  do  quarrel  with 
the  ITttited  States,  what  will  happen  to 
them?  They  know  that  the  House  of 
Commons  is  the  source  of  all  political 
power,  that  it  directs  the  policy  of  this 
count^,  and  they  will  study  the  records 
of  this  debate  with  the  anxious  interest 
of  men  whose  lives  and  interests  are  at 
■take.  [Mb.  Buqht  :  Let  us  take  care 
of  ourselves.]  The  hon.  Member  for 
Biimingfaam  says  the  best  eonrse  for  this 
oonntry  would  be  to  take  oare  of  onrsdves. 
That  is  a  fifth  snggeetiott.  What  I  desire 
to  nrsis  upon  the  House  is  that  ambiguity 
and  uncertainty  is  more  dangerous  to  the 
interests,  more  fatal  to  the  honour  of  Eng- 
land than  any  other  course  that  yon  could 
adopt.  You  are  bound  to  Irt  the  Oana- 
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dians  know,  not  by  any  vagne  generalities, 
□ot  by  mere  generous  and  amiable  senti- 
ments, but  in  a  business-like  manner,  and 
in  accurate  debate,  what  is  the  precise 
assistance  they  may  expect  from  you,  so 
that  th^  may  know  how  to  conduct  them- 
selves accordingly.  If  you  say  you  will 
defend  them  by  abandoning  them  alto- 
gether, perhaps  they  may  Uiink  the  beat 
means  of  defending  tJiemselves  will  be  by 
abandoning  you.  If  yon  tell  them  you 
will  defend  them  on  oondition  of  their 
giving  you  the  power  to  call  out  auxiliary 
forces  from  amongst  them,  they  will  know 
exactly  what  you  require,  and  what  they 
must  do  to  earn  your  aid.  But  as  the 
matter  now  stands,  as  fer  as  I  can  under^ 
stand  from  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies, 
we  are  going  to  defend  Canada,  not  as  we 
should  defend  Scotland,  as  being  an  in- 
tegral part  of  the  British  Empire,  but  with 
the  admission  to  Canada  that  her  defences 
must  depend  mainly  npon  herself.  That 
seems  to  me  an  indefinite  liability  con- 
tingent on  a  perfectly  indefinite  condition. 
And  I  am  afraid  if  you  continue  in  this 
course  you  will  drift  into  a  c6nditaott  not 
diaaimilar  to  that  in  which  we  found  our- 
selves last  year.  Denmark  and  Canada 
are  not  strictly  related,  but  the  unhappy 
similari^  of  policy  which  runs  through  aU 
the  acts  of  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment 
brings  them  into  close  rektion.  Last  year 
there  were  warnings  of  an  approaching 
crisis — and  we  had  the  same  ambiguity  of 
language — there  were  general  professions, 
there  were  encouragements  to  believe  in 
assistance,  not  supported  by  any  definite 
words ;  there  was  vague  language,  leading 
the  weaker  Power  to  risk  her  whole  ex- 
istence on  the  chance  of  our  support;  and 
then  when  the  trial  came,  and  we  thought 
and  found  it  too  much  for  our  strength,  we 
withdrew  from  the  vague  ambiguous  pro- 
mises we  had  made,  and  iilowed  that 
weak  Power  to  rush  on  to  her  own  de- 
struction. I  think  England  has  suffered 
sufficiently  in  reputation  from  that  one 
experiment.  We  cannot  afford  to  tiy  saoh 
an  experiment  twice  in  two  yean.  If 
Canada  now  trusts  to  the  vague  promises 
of  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies^  and 
allows  herself  to  be  drawn  into  a  quarrel 
with  file  United  States— and  I  agree  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Horsham — the  quar- 
rel will  not  be  with  Canada  bnt  witii 
England.  I  fear  that  the  disastrous  scenes 
of  last  year  will  be  repeated  over  again. 
We  shaU  Uien  see  the  enormous  danger — 
we  d»U  then  hav.  SOOgao^J^gf^ 
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frontier,  Bnnoleosof  10,000  men  to  oppose 
them,  and  20,000  Tolnnteers,  and  an  order 
for  gonboatB,  which  may  aome  day  make 
their  appearance  in  the  St.  Lawrence. 
And  when  we  are  face  to  face  with  the 
difficulty  we  shall  inquire  what  amount  of 
obligation  we  have  to  Canada  and  what 
we  han  promised  ;  the  Secretary  f6r  the 
Coloniea  will  then  open  Satuard,  and  find 
his  speech  delightfully  ragae,  and  then 
we  shall  look  back  to  our  despatches  and 
discusdons  on  the  subject,  and  find  that 
there  is  no  definite  promise  which  can  be 
diplomatically  enfoiwd ;  and  Uien  periia^ 
ihall  persuade  onnelvet  that  Canada  is 
best  defended  by  abandoning  Canada  al- 
together, and  that  the  best  thing  is 
to  leave  her  inhabitants  to  Uie  mild 
and  paternal  rule  of  the  United  States. 
[Kr.  'Whitk:  Hear!]  I  have  no  doubt 
Uie  hon.  Hember  for  Brighton  conceives 
that  would  be  the  best  consummation  that 
oould  happen,  and  I  trust  that  if  it  does 
happen  he  will  beoome  an  inhabitant  of 
Canada.  But  I  entreat  the  House  to  oon- 
sider  the  matter  as  one  that  seriously 
affects  the  honour  of  England.  Hake  up 
yoar  minds  what  you  can  do  and  what 
you  will  do  for  C^ada— make  up  your 
minds  what  yon  determine  to  do,  and  do 
it  thoronghly  and  oompletel^.  Whatever 
yo  do,  let  Canada  know  dirtincUy  the  con- 
ditions on  which  yon  are  prepared  to  aid 
her,  the  extent  to  whioh  yon  will  go,  and 
how  &r  yon  do  or  how  &r  yon  do  not  re- 
pod  her  as  an  int^ral  portion  ni  the 
Britidi  Empire.  When  yon  hare  made  up 
yonr  minds  on  that  point  and  ncorded 
your  determinatitm  in  some  formal  docu- 
ment, yon  will  be  able  to  look  forward 
without  fear  to  any  change  the  future  may 
bring,  you  will  be  prepared  to  do  yonr 
duty  as  yon  have  defined  it,  and  to  act 
up  to  the  pledges  you  have  given. 

Mk.  bright  :  Sir,  I  am  not  sure  that 
I  should  have  addressed  the  House  on  this 
ocoasion  but  for  the  observations  which 
have  been  made  by  the  noble  Lord.  I 
think  he  has  been  perhapa  a  little  more 
frank  in  his  declarations  on  this  oooadon, 
and  in  pconting  oat  tiie  real  thing  which  I 
suspect  is  passing  in  his  mind,  and  in  the 
minds  of  very  many  Uembers  of  the  House 
who  have  made  no  statement  <^  their  own 
opinims  dozing  this  debate.  I  hope  the 
debate  will  be  nseftil,  altho^h  I  am  obliged 
to  say,  while  I  admit  the  importanoe  of  the 
qnestion  that  has  been  Inought  bofore  ns, 
that  I  think  it  is  one  of  some  ddioacy. 
That  it  is  important  is  eleor,  beenue  it 


refers  to  the  possibility  of  war  between  this 
oouutry  and  the  United  States,  and  its 
delicacy  arises  from  this — that  it  is  very 
difficult  to  discuss  this  question  without 
saying  things  which  tend  rather  in  the 
direction  of  war  than  in  the  direction  of 
peace.  The  difficulty  that  is  now  before 
us  is  this— that  there  is  an  extensive 
colony  or  dependency  of  this  country 
lying  acfjaeent  to  the  United  States,  and 
if  there  be  a  war  party  in  the  United 
States— a  party  hostile  to  this  country — 
that  dfoamstanoe  affords  to  it  a  very  strong 
temptation  to  enter  without  much  hedta- 
tion  into  a  war  witii  England,  beoansa  it 
may  foel  that  throng^  Gsmada  it  can  infliot 
a  great  humiliation  upon  this  country. 
And  at  the  same  time  tt  is  perfectly  well 
known  to  all  intelligent  men,  eepemally^  to 
the  statesmen  and  public  men  of  the  Umted 
States — it  is  as  well  known  to  them  as  it  is 
to  us — that  there  is  no  power  whatever  in 
this  United  Kingdom  to  defend  success- 
fully the  territory  of  Canada  against  the 
power  of  the  United  States.  Kow  we 
ought  to  know  that,  in  order  to  put  our- 
selves right  upon  this  question,  and  that 
we  may  not  talk  foUv  and  be  called  upon 
hereafter  to  aet  foUy.  Now  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Oovemment— or 
his  Government,  at  any  rate — is  responsible 
for  having  compelled  this  disoussion; 
beoanae  if  a  Yote  is  to  be  asked  for  this 
Sessian— and  it  is  only  the  b^jnning  of 
other  Votes— 'it  is  clearly  the  du^  of  the 
House  to  tffing  the  snbjeot  under  disonsrion. 
I  think  the  Vote  now  is  partioularly  inop- 
portnne  tat  many  reasons,  but  especially 
as  we  have  heard  from  the  Govemnr 
General  of  Canada  that  they  are  abou^  in 
the  North  American  Provinces,  to  call  into 
existence  a  new  nationality ;  and  I,  for  one, 
shall  certainly  object  to  the  taxes  of  this 
country  being  heedlessly  expended  in  b&- 
half  of  any  nationality  out  our  own. 
Now,  what  I  should  like  to  ask  the  House 
ii  this — first  of  all,  will  Canada  attack 
the  States  >  Clearly  not  Next,  will  the 
States  attack  Canada— I  am  keeping  out 
of  view  England  altogether }  Clearly  not. 
There  is  not  a  man  in  the  United  States, 
probably,  whoaa  voiee  or  whose  opinion 
wcnld  him  13ba  amalleat  iwfluCTiew  in  that 
oonntiy,  who  valid  reocmiaend  or  desin 
that  an  attack  ahonld  he  made  Ify  flie 
United  States  upon  Canada  with  aview  to 
its  foroiUe  annexation  to  the  Union. 
There  have  been  lately,  as  we  know,  dangers 
on  the  frontier.  The  Canadian  people  hare 
have  been  no  wiser  than  sonM^anbon  of 
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tluB  House— <»r  than  h  great  tnany  men 
amongst  the  richer  ol&sBMin  this  ooontry. 
And  when  the  refugees  ftom  tiie  Sontb— I 
am  not  speakiDg  dov  of  respeotaUe  and 
htaionrable  men  ilrom  the  SouUi,  many  of 
whom  have  left  that  oonntry  daring  these 
troubles,  and  for  whom  I  feel  the  greatest 
oommiseration,  but  I  mean  the  mffiasB 
from  the  South — who  in  lai^e  nambere 
have  entered  Caliada  and  baTO  emplojed 
themselves  there  in  a  course  of  policj 
likely  to  embroil  us  with  the  United  States 
— say  that  the  people  of  Canada  hare 
treated  these  men  with  far  too  much  con- 
sideration. They  expressed  very  openly 
ojdaions  hostile  to  the  United  States,  whose 
power  lay  close  to  them.  I  will  not  go 
into  a  detail  of  what  we  are  all  sufficiently 
well  aoqwunted  with  —  the  seizing  of 
American  ships  on  the  Lakes^  the  raid  into 
tiie  Stete  of  Yernumt,  the  robbing  of  a 
bank,  the  killing  of  a  man  in  his  own  shop, 
the  stealiDg  of  hones  in  opm  da.f,  and 
another  transaofuln  of  whioh  we  have  rerj 
strong  proof,  that  mm  of  this  olass  aotnaUy 
conspired  to  set  fire  to  the  laigest  cities  of 
the  TJnion.  All  these  things  have  taken 
place  and  the  Oaiwdian  Qovemmeat  made 
soaroely  any  sign.  I  believe  that  an  ap- 
plication was  made  to  the  noble  Lord  at 
the  head  of  the  Foreign  Office  nearly  a 
year  ago,  that  be  should  stimulate  the 
Canadian  Oovmiment  to  Some  steps  to 
avoid  the  dangers  that  have  since  arisen ; 
but  with  that  sort  of  taegUgence  whioh  has 
been  so  much  seen  here,  nothing  was  done 
until  the  American  Govern metit  and  people, 
aroused  by  the  mitore  of  these  transootioos, 
showed  that  they  were  no  loiter  abont  to 
put  up  with  them.  Then  the  OuHtdiab 
Cbvemroent  and  people  took  little  notioe. 
Now,  Lord  H(m»,  the  €h>vemor  QetaenI 
ti  Oanada— about  whose  aj^intnefit  1 
have  heard  a  great  many  p«j|Je  to  com- 
plain, saying  that  he  wbs  a  mere  follower 
of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  tiie  Qc- 
Tenment,  who  lest  his  election  and  was 
therefore  seat  oat  to  govern  a  province — 
I  am  bouAd,  however,  to  say,  from  all  I 
have  heard  from  Canada,  that  Lord  Monck 
has  conducted  himsdf  in  a  manner  very 
senriceaUe  to  the  colony,  and  wiUi  the 
greatest  posrible  pn^riety  as  representing 
the  Sovereign  there.  Lord  Monck  has 
been  all  along  favourable  to  the  United 
States,  and  I  believe  his  Cabinet  has  also. 
I  know  that  at  least  tiie  most  important 
newspaper  there  has  always  been  fsvour- 
afaieto  the  North.  BtiU  nothing  was  dime; 
but  tiw  moment  these  troaUea  arese  Ocn 


everything  was  done.  Volunteers  had  been 
sent  to  the  Rentier  j  the  trial  of  the  nud- 
efs  has  been  proeaaded  witik,  knd  posnfaly 
they  will  be  Bunendered;  and  tiie  Cana- 
dian CSianoelkr  of  the  Exchequer  hM 
propoBsd  a  vote  in  thor  House  of  FarUa- 
ment  to  restore  to  the  persons  of  St. 
Albans,  who  were  robbed  by  the  raiders, 
the  60,000  dollars  tiiat  were  taken  from 
thetn.  And  what  is  the  state  of  tiiinge 
now  }  There  is  the  greatest  possible  calm 
on  the  frontier.  The  United  States  have 
not  a  word  to  s^  agunst  Canada.  The 
Canadian  people  have  found  that  they 
were  wrong  and  have  now  returned  to 
their  right  mind.  There  is  not  a  man  in 
Canada  at  this  moment,  I  believe,  who 
has  an^  kind  of  idea  that  the  United 
States  Ooverhmeat  has  the  smallest  noti<m 
of  attackii^  them,  how  or  at  any  flitnre 
time,  on  aooonnt  of  anything  tiiat  has 
transmnd  between  die  United  States  and 
Oanaoa  daring  ttuse  trials.  Wall  now, 
if  there  eomes  a  war  in  irtiieh  Csnada 
shall  sufibr  and  be  made  a  viotim.  it  will 
be  a  irar  got  up  between  the  Government 
of  Washington  and  the  Gktvemment  in 
London.  And  it  becomes  us  to  inquire 
whether  that  is  at  all  probable.  Is  there 
anybody  in  this  House  in  fkvou  of  sneh  a 
war }  I  notice  vrith  general  delight^and 
I  waa  not  a  false  prophet  when  I  sud  some 
time  ago  that  some  day  it  would  be  so— 
I  say  I  notice  with  ddight  the  ebanged 
tone  taken  here  with  regard  to  these 
American  questions.  Evm  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Stamford  (Lord  Bobert 
Oeoil)  can  speak  without  anger,  and  vrith- 
ont  any  ot  that  illpfeeling  whidi  I  am 
Sony  to  say  on  past  occasions  he  has 
maniftated  iA  duesssing  these  qnestfou. 
Now,  I  bdiere  there  is  no  man  o«t  of  Bed- 
lam— or  at  least  who  ougfit  to  be  out  of  it 
— and  I  sospeet  Uiere  are  very  Aw  men 
in  Bedkra,  who  are  in  &vour  of  our  going 
to  war  with  the  United  States.  And  ib 
taking  this  view  I  am  not  ai^uing  thrt 
it  is  because  we  see  the  vast  naval  and 
military  power  and  tiie  apparently  inek- 
haustiUe  resonrcesof  titat  oouatry.  I  will 
not  assume  that  you  or  my  countrymen 
have  come  to  the  ooadusien  that  it  is 
bettw  fbr  ns  not  to  mi^  war  with  Ame- 
rica beeauBs  you  find  her  with  a  strength 
that  yott  did  not  even  saspeot:  I  will  tmy 
tiiat  it  is  upon  higher  groands  that  w«  are 
all  against  a  war  with  the  United  States. 
Why,  ottr  history  finr  the  last  SOO  yean, 
and  Authar  httkt  is  anoordef  ealamitstts, 
and  te  (bo  m)mt  part  omweesnzyv  Hps. 
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"W*  luTB  had  enough  of  whatever  a  nation 
can  gain  by  military  racoeafeea  and  military 
glory.  I  will  not  turn  to  the  disasters 
tiiat  might  follow  to  oar  eommeroe  nor  to 
tha  wide  spread  min  that  might  be  oooa- 
rioned.  I  wiU  say  that  wa  are  a  wisn 
and  better  peopla  than  we  were  ib  these 
respects,  and  that  we  shonld  r^^azd  A  wa^ 
wiUi  the  United  States  as  eren  a  greater 
erime,  if  needlessly  entered  into,  than  war 
with  almost  any  other  country  in  the 
wwld.  Looking  at  our  GDvemment,  we 
hare  preserved,  with  a  good  many  blunders 
—one  or  two  of  which  I  shall  comment 
upon  by-and-by— neutrality  during  this 
great  struggle^  We  have  had  it  stated  in 
this  House,  and  we  have  had  a  Motion  in 
this  House,  that  the  blockade  was  ineffec- 
tive and  ought  to  be  broken.  Men  of 
varioaa  classee,  partie*  agents  of  the  Bioh- 
mond  conspiracy*  persons,  it  is  said,  of 
influence  from  Franoe-— all  these  are  re- 
ported to  have  brought  their  influenee  to 
bear  on  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  and  his  Oolleagn^  with  a 
view  of  indadng  them  to  take  part  in  this 
quarrel,  and  all  this  has  fidled  to  break 
our  nmtrality*  ThoTefore,  I  ahoold  say, 
we  mi^  clearly  oome  to  the  coDolosien, 
tiiat  England  is  not  in  favour  of  war ;  and 
if  there  should  be  any  act  of  war,  or  any 
aggression  whatever,  out  of  which  Canada 
wiU  suffer,  I  believe  honestly  it  will 
not  come  fo>m  this  oonnbj.  That  is  a 
matter  whioh  gives  me  great  satisfac- 
tion, and  I  believe  the  House  will  agree 
with  me  that  I  am  not  misstating  the 
ease.  Now  let  us  bsk.  Is  the  United 
States  fOT  war?  I  know  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Stamford  (Lord  Bobert 
Geoil)  has  a  lurking  idea  that  there  is  some 
danger  from  that  quarter  ;  I  am  not  at  all 
eertaitt  that  it  does  not  prevail  in  otiier 
Uiinds,  and  in  many  minds  not  so  aonte  as 
that  with  whidi  Iho  nobla  Lord  is  gifted. 
If  va  had  at  the  Bar  of  the  Hbnse  Lord 
Bassell  aa  repreaentine  the  Soglish  Oo- 
Temmant,  ud  Mr.  Adams  aa  £e  repre- 
Mutative  of  the  Government  of  President 
Linodn,  and  if  we  were  to  ask  their  opi- 
nion, they  would  tell  us  the  same  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Colonies  has  this  night 
told  us— that  the  relations  between  the 
two  oountries,  so  far  as  it  is  possible  to 
discover  them,  are  perfectly  amicable ;  and 
I  know  from  the  oommnnioations  between 
the  Minister  of  the  United  Statea  and  our 
Minister  for  Foragn  Afiaars  that  tiiey  have 
bvsn  growing  more  and  more  amicable 
tat  iuh^  nwntka  pwt  ITtmv  I  tak*  the 


liberty  of  expressing  this  opinion — that 
there  has  never  been  an  administration  in 
the  United  States  since  the  time  of  the 
Bevolutionary  War,  up  to  this  hour,  more 
entirely  favourable  to  peace  with  all  fo- 
reign eoontries,  and  more  e^eoially  favou^• 
abla  to  peaofl  with  En^an^  than  the  Go- 
vmiment  of  whibh  ^eeidoit  Lincoln  ia 
the  hud.  I  will  undertake  to  say  that 
the  most  exact  iuveatigator  of  what  has 
taken  place  will  not  be  able  to  point  to  a 
single  word  he — President  Idnooln— has 
said,  or  a  single  line  he  has  written,  or  * 
single  act  he  has  done,  since  his  first  accee- 
sion  to  power,  that  betrays  anger  against 
this  country,  or  pain  of  any  kind,  or  any 
of  that  feeling  which  some  persons  here 
fancy  occupies  the  breasts  of  the  President 
and  his  Cabinet.  Then  if  Canada  is  not 
for  war,  if  England  is  not  for  war,  and  if 
the  United  Statea  are  not  for  war,  whence 
is  the  war  to  come?  This  is  what  I 
should  like  to  ask.  I  wish  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Stamford  bad  been  a  little 
more  frank.  I  should  like  to  ask  whence 
eomaa  the  anade^,  which  undoubtedly  to 
aome  azteiit  prevaUs  ?  It  may  be  assumed 
•van  that  the  Government  is  not  wholly 
ft«e  firom  it ;  but  they  have  shown  it  in 
an  almost  ludicrous  manner  by  proposing 
a  Yote  of  £50,000.  It  is  said  the  news- 
papers  have  got  into  a  sort  of  panio.  They 
could  do  that  any  night  between  the  hours 
of  six  and  twelve  o'clock,  when  they  write 
their  articles.  They  are  either  verf  cou- 
rageous or  very  panio  stricken.  It  is  said 
that  "  the  City"  joins  in  this  feeling.  We 
know  what  "  the  City"  means — the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  idlnded  to  it  to-night.  It 
means  that  the  people  who  deal  in  shares 
—though  that  doea  not  describe  the  whole 
of  them—"  the  monied  intereet"  of  the 
City  are  alumed.  Wdl,  I  never  knew 
the  City  to  be  right.  Ifoi  who  are  deep 
in  great  monetwy  tomsactioVi  and  lrlu» 
are  steeped  to  the  lips  sometiBes  in  peril- 
ous speculationi  are  not  able  to  take  broad 
and  dispassionate  views  of  political  quea- 
tions  of  this  nature.  As  to  the  news- 
papers, I  agree  with  my  hon.  Priend  the 
Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  K.  Forster) 
whm,  referring  to  one  of  them  in  par- 
ticalar,  he  intimated  tiiat  he  thought  its 
course  was  indicated  by  a  wish  to  eover 
its  own  ocmfusion.  Surely,  after  four 
years'  nnintermpted  publication  of  lies 
with  regard  to  America,  I  should  think  it 
boa  dme  pretty  mnoh  to  destroy  its  influ- 
eooe  on  finetgn  questions  for  evw.  But 
thoe  ia  •  mndi  hi|^  anth«!^^tkRt  ia 
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fhe  authority  of  the  Peers.  I  do  not  know 
vhy  Te  ahould  be  so  much  restricted  with 
r^vd  to  the  Home  of  Lords  in  this 
House.  I  think  I  hare  obserred  that  in 
'&eir  place  they  are  not  so  sbneamiBh  as 
to  what  they  say  abont  ns.  It  appeared 
to  me  that  in  this  debate  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Ur.  Disraeli)  felt  it  necessary 
to  get  up  and  endeavour  to  excuse  his 
chief.  Now,  if  I  were  to  give  advice  to 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  it  would  be 
this — for  while  stating  that  daring  the 
last  four  years  many  noble  Xiords  in  the 
other  House  have  said  foolish  things,  I 
think  I  should  be  unoandid  if  I  did  not 
say  that  yon  also  have  said  foolish  things, 
— learn  fh)m  the  examt^e  set  you  by  ^e 
right  hon.Gentleman.  He,  with  a  thought- 
fulnesB  and  statesmanship  which  you  do 
not  all  acknowledge,  he  did  not  say  a  word 
from  that  Bench  likely  to  create  diifioulty 
with  the  United  States.  I  think  his  chief 
kdSl  his  followers  might  learn  somMhing 
from  his  example.  Bnt  I  have  disoovered 
one  reaacm  why  in  that  other  |dace  mis- 
takes of  this  natare  are  so  often  made. 
Kot  long  ago  there  was  a  great  panic 
raised,  very  much  by  what  was  said  in 
another  place  abont  France.  Now  an  at- 
tempt is  made  there  to  create  a  panic  upon 
this  question.  In  the  hall  of  the  Beform 
Club  there  is  affixed  to  the  wall  a  paper 
which  gives  a  tel^raphic  account  of  what  is 
being  done  in  this  House  every  night,  and 
what  is  also  being  done  in  the  other  House, 
and  I  find  almost  every  night  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Seasio&ihe  only  words  that 
have  appeared  on  that  side  devoted  to  a 
record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Lords  are  these  words,  "  Lords  adjourned." 
The  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment is  responsible.  He  has  brfmglit 
this  House  nearly  to  the  same  condition. 
We  do  very  little,  and  th^  do  absolutely 
nothii^.  All  of  us  in  our  younger  days, 
I  am  quite  sure,  were  taught  by  those 
who  had  the  core  of  us  a  verse  which  was 
intended  to  inculcate  the  virtue  of  indus- 
try. One  couplet  was  to  this  effect — 
"  SaUn  atill  mme  misehiof  floda 
For  idle  haoda  to  do." 

And  I  do  not  believe  that  men,  however 
high  in  station,  are  exempt  from  that 
unfortunate  effect  which  arises  to  all  of  us 
from  a  course  of  continued  Idleness.  But 
I  should  like  to  ask  this  House  in  a  most 
serious  mood,  what  is  the  reasoQ  that  any 
man  in  this  country  has  now  more  anxiety 
with  regard  to  the  preservation  of  peace 
with  the  United  States  than  he  had  a 
Mr.  Bright 


few  years  ago  ?  Is  there  not  a  oonscious- 
ness  in  our  heart  of  hearts  that  we  have 
not  daring  the  last  five  years  behaved 
generously  to  onr  nei^bour.  Do  not  we 
feel  someway  a  priokmg  of  eonaoieiice,  and 
are  we  not  senoble  that  oonscienee  tends 
to  make  ns  ocmrds  at  tius  partioolar 
juncture? 

Well,  I  shall  not  review  the  past  trans- 
actions with  anger,  but  with  feelings  of 
sorrow ;  for  I  maintain,  and  I  think  his- 
tory will  bear  out  what  I  say,  that  there 
is  no  generous  and  high-minded  English- 
man who  conld  look  back  upon  the  trans- 
actions-of  the  last  four  years  without  a 
feeling  of  sorrow  at  the  course  we  have 
pursued  on  some  particular  occasions.  As 
I  am  wishful  to  speak  with  a  view  to  a 
better  state  of  feeling,  both  in  this  country 
and  in  the  United  States,  I  shall  take  the 
liberty,  if  the  House  will  permit  me  for  a 
few  minutes,  to  xefiBr  to  bro  ot  three  of 
these*  transactions,  whore,  I  think,  though 
perhaps  we  were  not  in  the  main  greaUy 
wrong,  yet  in  some  oinmn^anoeB  we  were 
BO  far  unfortnnate  as  to  have  eieated  an 
irritation  which  at  this  moment  we  wish 
did  not  exist.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Horsham  (Ur.  Seymour  Fitzgerald)  re- 
ferred to  the  course  taken  by  tiie  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  the  aclniowledgment 
of  the  belligerent  rights  of  the  South. 
Now  I  have  never  been  one  to  condemn 
the  Government  for  acknowledging  those 
belligerent  rights,  noept  upon  this  ground 
— I  think  it  might  be  logically  contended 
that  it  might  possibly  become  necessary  to 
take  that  st^—but  I  do  think  the  time 
and  manner  in  which  it  was  done  were 
most  unfortunate,  and  could  not  but  pro- 
dnee  very  evil  effeota.  Going  back  nearly 
four  years,  we  reooUeot  what  occurred 
when  the  news  arrived  of  the  first  shot 
having  been  fired  at  Fort  Sumter.  That, 
I  thii^  was  about  tiie  12th  of  April.  Im- 
mediately after  that  time  it  was  annonnoed 
that  a  new  Minister  was  coming  to  this 
country.  Mr.  Dallas  had'intimated  to  the 
Government  that  as  he  did  not  represent 
the  new  President  he  would  ratiier  not 
undertake  anything  of  importance;  but 
that  his  suoeesaor  was  on  his  way  and 
would  arrive  on  such  a  day.  -When  a  man 
leaves  New  York  on  a  given  day  you  can 
calculate  to  abont  twdve  hours  when  he 
will  be  in  Loudon.  Mr.  Adams,  I  think, 
arrived  in  London  about  tiie  I3th  of  May, 
and  when  he  opened  his  newsfiaper  next 
morning  he  found  the  proclamation  of  nea- 
traUty,Boknowledging  the  baLUgerentruhts 
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oftheSonth.  I sar tiiat the poper oonm 
to  have  taken  woald  have  been  to  wait  till 
yiT.  AdamB  arrived  here,  and  to  hare  diB- 
cussed  the  matter  with  him  in  a  friendly 
manner,  explaining  the  ground  npon  which 
the  English  OoTemment  had  felt  them- 
selves bound  to  issue  that  proclamation, 
and  representing  that  it  was  not  done  in 
any  manner  as  an  nnfriendly  act  towards 
the  United  States  Ghivemment.    But  no 

Srecaution  whatever  was  taken ;  it  was 
one  with  nnftiendly  haate ;  and  had  this 
effaet.  that  it  gave  comfort  and  courage  to 
the  conspiracy  at  Montgomery  and  at 
Bichmond,  and  caused  great  grief  and 
irritation  amongst  thai  portion  of  the  peo- 
^  of  Amnica  most  strongly  desirous  of 
maintaining  amicable  and  moidly  rela- 
tions betweoi  their  coontiT  and  England. 
To  illustrate  this  point  allow  me  to  snp- 

na  great  rerolt  had  taken  place  in 
md,  and  that  we  had  sent  over  within 
a  fortnight  of  the  commencement  of  such 
an  unfortunate  transaction  a  new  Ifinister 
to  Washington,  and  that  on  the  morning 
after  amving  there  he  should  find  that 
without  consalting  him  the  Government 
had  taken  a  hasty  step  by  which  the  belli- 
gerent rights  of  the  insurgents  had  been 
acknowledged,  and  by  which  comfort  and 
support  had  been  given  them.  I  ask  any 
man  whether,  under  such  circamstances, 
tiie  feeluig  throughout  the  whole  of  Great 
Britain,  and  in  the  mind  of  every  man 
anxious  to  preserve  the  unity  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  would  not  necessarily 
be  one  of  irritation  and  exasperation 
against  the  United  States  ^  I  will  not 
argue  this  matter  fhrther— to  do  ao  would 
be  simply  to  depreciate  the  intellect  of  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  listening  to  me.  Seven 
or  eight  months  afterwaras  there  happened 
another  transaction  of  a  very  different  but 
unfortunate  nature — ^that  is  tiie  transaction 
arising  out  of  the  seizure  of  two  Sonthon 
envoys  out  of  an  English  ship— the  IVent. 
I  recollect  making  a  speech  down  at  Roch- 
dale about  the  time  of  that  occurrence.  It 
was  aspeeoh  entirelyin  favour  of  the  United 
States  Government  and  people— but  I  did 
nor  then  undertake,  as  I  do  not  undertake 
now,  in  the  slighrat  degne  to  defend  the 
seianre  of  ^ose  two  envoys.  I  said  that 
although  precedents  for  such  an  action 
might  possibly  be  found  to  have  occurred  in 
what  I  will  call  some  of  the  evil  days  in  onr 
history,  at  any  rate  it  was  opposed  to  the 
maxims  and  principles  of  the  United 
States  OoTemment,  and  as  I  thought  a  bad 
Mt  whidi  dumld  not  have  beui  done. 


Well,  I  do  not  complain  of  the  demand 
that  those  men  should  be  given  up ;  but 
I  do  complain  of  the  manner  in  which  that 
demand  was  made,  and  the  menaces  by 
which  it  was  accompanied.  I  think  it 
was  wrong  and  nnstatesman-Iike  that  at 
the  moment  wo  heard  of  a  transaction, 
when  there  was  not  the  least  foundation 
for  supposing  that  the  United  States  Go- 
vernment were  aware  of  the  act,  or  had  in 
the  slightest  degree  sanctioned  it,  as  we 
since  well  knew  they  did  not — that  yon 
should  immediately  get  ships  ready,  and 
send  off  troops,  and  let  out  the  oi^ans  of 
the  press — who  are  always  ready  to  in- 
flame the  passi^ms  of  the  people  to  frenay* 
to  prepare  their  minds  for  war.  But  that 
was  not  all ;  because  before  the  United 
States  had  heard  a  word  of  the  matter  from 
this  country  their  Secretary  of  State  had 
written  to  Ifr.  Adams  a  despatch,  which 
was  communicated  to  our  Government, 
and  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  trans- 
action had  not  been  done  by  any  orders  of 
theirs,  and  therefore,  &s  far  as  thev  and  we 
were  concerned  it  waa  a  pure  accident,  end 
they  should  consider  it  with  the  most 
friendly  disposition  towards  this  country. 
How  came  it  that  that  despatch  was  never 
published  for  the  information  of  the  people 
of  this  country  ?  How  happened  it  that 
daring  one  whole  month  the  flame  ot  war 
wasfknned  by'the  newspapers,  partionlariy 
by  those  supposed  to  be  devoted  to  the 
Government,  and  that  one  of  those  news- 
papers, supposed  to  be  peculiarly  devoted  to 
the  Prime  Uinister,  had  the  andad^— 
I  do  not  know  whence  it  obtained  its 
instructions— to  deny  that  anr  such  de- 
spatch had  beoi  leceiTed?  Now,  Sir,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  possible  to 
maintain  amicable  relations  with  any  great 
country— and  I  think  it  is  not  with  any 
little  one — unless  Governments  will  ma- 
nage these  different  transactions  in  what  I 
wiU  call  a  more  courteous  and  more 
honourable  manner.  I  happen  to  know, 
for  I  received  a  letter  from  the  United 
States,  from  one  of  the  most  eminent  men 
in  that  country,  dated  only  two  days 
before  those  men  were  given  up,  and  he 
said  thereal  difficulty  in  the  course  of 
the  President  was  that  the  menaces  of  the 
English  Government  had  made  it  almost 
impossible  for  them  to  concede ;  and  the 
question  they  asked  themselves  was 
whether  tiie  English  Government  was  in- 
tending to  seek  a  oaose  of  qnarrel  or  not  ? 
And  I  am  sure  the  noUe  Jm  at  the  head 
of  tiho  GovoRunent  if  tuoh  a  demand  had 
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been  made  upon  him  with  oourtesy  and 
fiurneBS,  as  between  friendly  nations, 
would  have  been  more  disposed  to  concede, 
and  would  hare  found  it  much  more  easy 
to  ooncedei  than  if  the  demand  had  been 
made  aooompanied  by  menaces  such  as  his 
GpTemment  offered  to  the  (!k>Temment  of 
the  United  States.  Now  the  House  will 
observe  that  I  am  not  condemning  the 
Government  of  this  country  for  the  mun 
point  of  what  they  did.  I  am  only  con- 
demning them  because  they  did  not  do 
what  they  had  to  do  in  that  manner  which 
would  be  most  likely  to  remove  difficulties 
and  preserve  a  friendly  £9eUng  between  the 
two  nations. 

Then  I  come  to  the  last  thing  I  shall 
mention— to  the  question  of  the  ships 
which  have  been  preying  upon  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States.  I  shall  con- 
fine myself  to  that  one  Teasel,  the  Alahama. 
She  was  built  in  this  counti^;  all  her 
monitioDa  of  war  were  from  this  country ; 
almost  ev^  mm.  an  board  her  was  a 
Butfjeot  of  Her  Uajesty.  She  sailed  from 
one  of  ear  ohief  porta.  She  ia  reported 
to  have  been  built  by  a  firm  in  whom  a 
Member  of  this  House  was,  and  I  presume 
is,  interested.  Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  oomplain 
— know  that  onoe,  wlien  I  referred  to 
this  question  two  years  ego,  when  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Uembco-  for  Bradford 
brought  it  forward  in  this  House,  the  hon. 
Kember  for  Birkenhead  (Mr.  Laird)  was 
exoessively  angry — I  did  not  oomplain 
that  the  Uember  for  Birkothead  had  struck 
up  a  friendship  with  Cf^ttain  Semraes,  who 
may  be  described,  as  another  sailor  once 
was  of  similar  pursuits,  aa  being  "  the 
mildest  mafinered  man  that  ever  souttied 
ship."  Ther^>re,Idonotoomplainofaman 
who  has  an  aoqusintanoe  with  that  no- 
torious persMi,  and  I  do  not  complain, 
and  did  not  tiieB,that  the  ICember  for 
Birkenheed  looks  admiringly  upon  the 
grei^eat  ezem^  which  m«  hare  erer  seen 
of  tiw  greatest  crime  whiiA  men  have  ever 
committed.  I  do  net  oomplain  even  that 
he  should  applaud  that  which  is  founded 
upon  a  gigantic  tr^o  in  living  flesh  aud 
blood,  whiofa  no  subject  of  this  realm  oan 
enter  into  without  being  deemed  a  fdon 
in  the  eye*  of  our  law  and  punished  as 
Buoh.  But  what  I  do  complain  of  is  tiiid, 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  ttie  Ifea^ier  for 
Birkenheadf  a  magirtirate  of  a  county,  a 
deputy-lieuteoant — whatever  that  may  be 
— a  reiH-esoBtativB  of  a  oonatitouiey)  «ad 
having  a  seat  in  this  ueient  and  honour^ 
able  AasemUy— that  Iw  tkooMi  m  t  beUen 


he  did,  if  concerned  in  the  bnildinf  of  this 
ship,  break  Uie  law  of  his  country — driv- 
ing as  into  an  infraction  of  International 
Law,  and  treating  with  undwrved  dis- 
respect the  proolamatum  of  neutrality  of  the 
Queen.  I  have  another  eomfAaint  to  make^ 
and  in  allusion  to  tiiat  hon.  ICember.  It 
is  within  your  recoUeotion  that  when  on. 
the  former  occasion  he  made  that  speech, 
and  defended  his  course,  he  declared  that 
he  would  rather  be  the  builder  of  a  dozen 
Alahamas  than  do  something  which  no- 
body had  done.  That  language  was 
received  with  repeated  cheering  from  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House,  ^ell, 
Sir,  I  undertake  to  say  that  that  was 
at  least  a  very  unfortunate  cit'cumstance, 
and  I  beg  to  tell  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  at  the  end  of  last  Session,  when  the 
great  debate  took  place  on  the  question 
of  Denmark,  there  were  many  men  on 
this  side  of  the  House  who  had  no  objectioa 
whatever  to  see  the  present  Oovemment 
turned  out  of  Office,  for  they  had  mfuiy 
grounds  of  oomplaints  against  tiiem,  but 
th^  felt  it  impouilde  vi»i  the^  ahonld 
take  the  reeponubili^  of  bringing  into 
Office  tbe  ri^^t  hon.  Member  for  Bucking- 
hamshire or  the  party  who  could  utter 
such  cheers  on  such  a  subject  as  that. 

Turning  from  the  Member  for  Birken- 
head to  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Foreign  Office,  he  who  in  the  case  of  the 
acknowledgment  of  belligerent  righta  hod 
proceeded  with  such  remarkable  celerity, 
undue  and  unfriendly  haste,  in  the  course 
he  had  pursued,  when  he  came  to  tba 
question  of  the  Alabama  amply  eompen- 
sated  for  it  by  his  slowness  of  proeedure. 
And  what  was  a  carious  thing,  which  even 
the  noble  Lord's  CcJleagues  have  never  been 
able  to  explain,  although  he  sent  to  Cork 
to  atop  the  Alabtma  if  ahe  arrived  tlierc^ 
she  haring  gone  out  of  ttie  jurisdictioD  of 
the  Crown  of  these  islands,  he  allowed 
her  afterwards  to  go  into  a  doxeo  or  a 
score  of  porta  belonging  to  this  ooontry  in 
difi^nt  parts  of  the  world.  It  seema 
to  me  that  this  is  rather  a  special  instance 
of  that  feebleness  of  purpose  on  the  part 
of  the  noble  Lord  which  I  r^iet  to  say 
has  on  many  occasions  done  muoh  to  mar 
what  would  otherwise  be  a  great  political 
career.  Now  I  will  not  detain  the  House 
on  the  question  of  tbe  rams.  The  hon.  Uem- 
ber for  Birkenhead,  or  the  firm  or  family, 
or  whoever  the  people  ure  at  Birkeubead 
who  de  these  things,  this  firm  at  Birken- 
head, after  they  Imd  seen  the  peril  into 
vMok  th*«Duatzy  ww  ddftiag  «b  aopotnt 
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of  the  4?flfciwa  ,  prooeedcd  mMtutdMumalf 
to  build  tho«e  two  rams ;  and  it  •ww  only 
at  the  verj  last  momeat,  when  on  the  eve 
of  a  war  with  the  TJnited  States  on  ao- 
ooont  of  thoie  ranu,  thftt  the  GtoTernment 
happily  had  the  eoonge  to  aeiie  Uiem, 
and  tbns  the  last  dangw  was  averted.  I 
take  it  there  are  eome  ahipownen  here. 
I  dare  lay  there  are  many  in  London — 
thore  are  many  in  Liverpool — what  would 
be  tha  feeling  in  this  ooontry  if  they  suf- 
fered in  thia  way  from  ships  built  in  the 
TTnited  States?  There  is  a  shipowner  in  Kew 
York.  Ur.  Lowe,  a  member  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commeroe  of  New  York.  He  had  three 
large  ships  destroyed  by  the  Alabama ;  and 
the  Oeorge  Grimoid,  that  oame  to  this  ooun- 
try  freighted  with  a  heary  cargo  of  provi- 
sioas  of  TariooB  kinds  for  the  saffering  peo- 
ple of  lanoashir^  was  destroyed  on  its  return 
passage^  and  the  skip  that  destroyed  it  may 
have  been,  and  I  bdioTe  was,  built  by  thue 
patriotie  sUpboilderB  of  BiriDeDhead.  These 
are  thiags  that  makle  in  the  Ineast  of 
the  oouBti^  that  is  Biibjeoted  to  those 
losses  and  indignities.  Even  to  day  I  see 
in  the  pfqier  that  a  vessel  that  wmt  ont 
of  this  country  has  destroyed  ten  or  elevm 
ships  between  the  C^e  of  Good  Hope  and 
Australia,  I  hare  thought  it  unnecessary 
continually  to  bring  American  questions 
before  the  House,  as  some  Gentlemen 
have  done  daring  the  two  or  three  last 
Sessions.  They  should  have  asked  a  few 
questions  in  regard  to  those  ships;  but 
no,  th^  asked  no  question  upon  these 
ptdnts.  They  ori^ed  qu^tions  upon  every 
point  on  which  they  thought  they  might 
embarrass  the  Government  and  make  the 
great  difficulties  of  the  Government  greater 
in  all  their  tnnaaotions  with  the  TTnited 
States.  But  the  Members  of  the  Govern- 
ment have  not  been  too  wise.  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  thon{^t  that  I  am  unnecessa- 
rily critical  if  I  say  tiiat  Governments  are 
not  generally  very  wise.  Two  years  ago 
the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Attorney  General  addressed 
the  House.  I  asked  the  noble  Lord — I 
do  not  often  ask  him  ibr  anyUiing  —  to 
speakfif  only  for  five  minutes,  words  of  ge- 
nerosity and  sympathy  to  the  Government 
and  people  of  the  United  States.  He  did 
not  do  it.  Feihaps  I  was  foolish  to  expect 
it  The  Attorney  General  made  a  most 
nble  speech.  It  was  the  only  time  I  have 
listened  to  him,  in  all  tiie  ttme  I  have 
loiewn  him  in  this  Honse*  with  pain,  for 
I  thought  his  speeoh  was  full  of  bad 
BMnla  and  bad  law.    I  am  quite  eer- 


tain  that  ha  g«TO  an  aooount  evea  of  the 
facts  «f  the  case  wluoh  was  not  as  iu- 
genaons  and  fiur  as  the  Hoaso  had  a 
right  to  expect  from  him.  Next  Session 
Uie  aoUe  £ord  aad  the  Attorney  General 
toned  quite  round.  They  had  a  di&rent 
story  about  the  sama  transaction,  and  gra- 
dually, as  the  aspect  of  things  was  changed 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  there 
has  been  a  gradual  return  to  good  sense 
and  fiumess,  not  only  on  the  part  of 
Members  upon  the  Treasury  Bench,  but 
of  other  Membws  of  the  House. 

Now,  Sir,  I  would  not  willingly  say  a 
word  that  would  wound  either  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Foreign  Office  or 
the  Chaooellor  of  the  Exehequer,  because 
I  do  not  know  amongst  the  offitial  states- 
men of  this  country  two  men  for  whom 
,  I  have  greater  sympatiiy  or  more  respect; 
but  I  have  to  complain  of  them.  I  do  not 
know  why  it  is  tiiat  they  both  go  down 
to  Newoastla— a  town  in  which  I  £eel  a 
great  intaest — and  tiiere  give  forth  words 
of  <Mflbnee  and  WHvisdon.  I  know  that 
what  the  noble  Lord  said  was  all  very 
smart,  but  really  it  was  not  trae,  and  I 
have  not  much  respect  for  a  thing  that  is 
merely  smart  and  is  not  true.  The  Chan- 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer  made  a  stetament 
too.  The  papers  made  it  appear  that  he 
did  it  witii  exultatioa;  but  that  is  a 
mistake.  But  he  made  a  statement,  aud 
though  I  do  not  know  what  will  be  in  his 
Budget,  I  know  his  wishes  in  regard  to 
that  statement  —  namely,  that  he  never 
had  made  it.  Those  Gmtlemai,  bear  in 
mind,  sit  <Hi  the  hill ;  they  are  not  ob< 
Bcure  men,  making  speeches  in  a  public- 
house  or  tiTm  at  a  lespectaUe  meehanios* 
institution ;  they  are  men  whose  voice  is 
heard  wherever  the  English  language  is 
known.  And  knowing  that,  and  knowing 
what  effect  thar  speedbes  will  have,  espe- 
cially in  Lanoadure,  whwe  men  are  in 
trade  and  feel  the  profits  and  losses  of 
evoybody,  they  use  the  language  I  com- 
plain of ;  and  I  can  oonceive  some  idea  of 
the  initation  those  statements  must  have 
caused  in  the  United  States.  I  might 
reier  to  the  indiscriminating  abase  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Qentieman  the  Member 
for  Sheffield;  and  I  may  add  to  that  the 
unsleeping  ill-will  ni  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Stamford.  I  am  not  sure  that 
these  two  Members  of  the  House  are  in 
tile  least  degrae  converted  yet  I  think  I 
heard  the  hon.  Meaober  for  Sheffield  utter 
to-night  some  cjaeotatitHi  that  looked  as 
if  IwMtHnedaUhisold  sentuB^nts.  [Mr. 
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BoKBVOK :  Ezaoily.1  I  am  wimy  it  is  so. 
I  did  hope  fliat  these  things  voiild  be 
T^iretted  and  repented  of;  and  I  mnst 
express  my  hope  that  if  any  one  of  you 
who  have  been  tbns  ungenerous  shall  ever 
fall  into  trouble  of  any  kind  you  will  find 
your  Mends  more  kind  and  generous  than 
yon  have  been  to  your  fellow-countrymen 
— for  I  will  still  call  them  so — at  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  And  as  to 
the  press.  Sir,  I  think  it  ia  unnecessary 
to  say  much  about  that,  because  now  every 
nig^t  those  unfortunate  writers  are  endea- 
vouring to  back  out  of  everything  they 
have  been  saying;  and  I  can  only  hope 
that  their  power  of  evil  in  future  will  be 
greatly  lessened  by  the  stupendous  exhi- 
bition of  ignorance  and  folly  which  they 
have  made  to  the  world. 

Now,  Sir,  having  made  thia  statement,  I 
suppose  the  noUe  Lord  the  Member  for 
Stamford,  if  be  were  to  get  up  after  me, 
would  say,  "Well,  if  all  this  he  true — ^if 
we  have  done  all  these  injurious  tiungs,  if 
we  have  created  all  this  irritation  in  the 
United  States  —  will  it  not  be  Uhely  that 
that  irritation  will  provoke  a  desire  for 
vengeance,  and  that  the  chances  of  war 
are  greatly  increased  by  it  V*  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  chances  of  war  are  in- 
creased, but  I  will  say  that  not  only  is 
war  not  certain,  but  it  is  to  the  last  degree 
improbable.  But,  Sir,  there  ts  another  side 
to  this  question.  All  England  ts  not  in- 
cluded in  the  rather  general  condemnation 
which  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  ex- 
press. There  is  another  side.  Looking 
to  our  own  population,  what  have  the 
miUioDB  been  saying  and  doing — the  mil- 
lions you  are  so  much  afraid  of? — espe- 
cially the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Stamford  who  objects  to  the  transfor^ice 
of  poww  to  those  millions  from  those  who 
now  hold  it,  and  that  is  a  natural  thing. 
But  I  beg  leave  to  tell  the  House  that, 
taking  the  counties  of  Lancashire  and 
Torkshire  —  your  great  counties  of  popu- 
lation— the  millions  of  men  there,  whose 
industry  has  not  only  created  but  sustains 
the  fabric  of  your  national  power,  have 
had  no  kind  of  sympathy  with  the  views  I 
have  been  condemning.  They  have  been 
more  generous  and  more  wise  ;  they  have 
shown  that  magnanimity  and  love  of  free- 
dom are  not  extinct.  And  speaking  of  the 
county  from  which  I  come — the  county  of 
many  sorrows,  whose  griefs  have  hnngUke 
a  dark  dond  over  almost  eveiy  heart  dar- 
ing the  last  l^ree  yean— all  ue  aUempts 
there  of  the  agenta  of  the  Oonfodaney  by 
Hr,  Bright 


mone^,  by  printing,  by  platfinm  apeeehea, 
by  agitation,  have  nttody  foiled  to  get 
from  timt  population  one  ezprearion  of 
sympathy  with  the  American  insurrection. 
And,  Sir,  if  the  bond  of  union  and  friend- 
ship between  England  and  America  shall 
remain  unbroken,  we  shall  not  have  to 
thank  the  wealthy  and  cultivated,  but  the 
laborious  millions  whom  statesmen  and 
histories  too  frequently  make  little  account 
of.  They  know  a  little  of  the  United 
States,  which  Gentlemen  opposite  and  some 
on  this  side  the  House  do  not  appear  to 
know.  They  know  that  every  man  of 
them  would  be  better  off  on  the  American 
continent,  if  he  cbose  to  go  there,  and 
would  be  welcome  to  every  right  and  pri- 
vil^e  that  the  people  are  in  possession 
of.  They  know  farther  that  every  man 
may  have  from  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment a  tew  of  160  aeres  of  the  most 
fortile  land  in  the  world,  f  ^  ZmyA.]  I 
do  not  understand  that  laugh,  but  160 
acres  of  land  is  a  great  deid  for  a  man 
who  has  no  land  to  get  under  the  Home- 
stead Act  of  America.  I  can  tell  you  that 
the  Homestead  Act  and  the  liberality  of 
the  American  Government  have  had  a 
great  effect  upon  the  population  of  the 
North  of  England,  and  I  can  tell  you  this 
—  that  the  labouring  population  of  this 
country —  the  artizans  and  the  mechanice 
— will  never  join  heartily  in  any  policy 
which  is  intended  to  estrange  the  people 
of  the  United  States  from  the  people  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  But,  Sir,  we  have 
other  securities  for  peaoe  wludi  are  not 
less  than  these,  and  I  find  them  in  ^e 
oharaoter  of  the  Government  and  people 
of  the  American  Union.  I  tidnk  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentteman  the  Member  for  Booking- 
hamshire  (Hr.  Disraeli)  referred  to  what 
must  reasonably  be  suf^wsed  to  happen  in 
case  this  rebellion  should  be  put  down — 
that  when  a  nation  was  exhausted  it  would 
not  rush  rashly  into  a  new  struggle.  The 
loss  of  life  has  been  great,  the  Ion  of 
treasure  enormous.  Happily  for  them  this 
life  and  this  treasure  has  not  been  sacri- 
ficed to  keep  a  Bourbon  on  the  throne  of 
France,  nor  to  keep  the  Turks  in  Europe 
—it  was  for  an  object  which  every  man 
could  comprehend,  which  every  man  oonU 
examine  by  the  light  of  his  own  inteUi- 
gence  and  his  own  conscience;  and  if  man 
have  given  their  lives  and  thdr  posaei- 
sions,  it  was  for  the  attainment  of  a  gnat 
end,  the  maintenance  of  the  unify  and  in- 
tegrity of  a  great  country.  History  in  tlu 
fhtnre  mnat  be  writtm  in  o-difbrratnnrit 
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from  all  histoiy  of  the  past  if  it  ahall  ex- 

SresB  any  ctmdemuatini  of  that  people, 
[r.  Linooln,  vho  is  now  for  the  second 
time  President  of  the  United  States,  was 
elected  exolusiTely  by  what  was  termed 
the  Sepnblican  party.  He  is  now  elected 
by  what  may  be  oaUed  the  Great  TTnion 
party  of  the  nation.  Bat  Ur.  Linooln's 
party  has  always  been  for  peace.  That 
party  in  the  North  has  never  carried  on 
any  war  of  aggression,  and  has  never  de- 
sired one.  I  speak  of  the  North  only,  the 
Free  States.  And  let  the  House  remember 
that  in  that  country  landed  property,  pro- 
perty of  all  kind,  is  more  nniversally 
diffused  than  in  any  other  nation,  that  in- 
stmctioQ  and  school  education  are  also 
more  widely  diffused  there  than  amongst 
any  otiher  people.  Well,  I  say,  they  have 
nerer  carried  on  hitherto  a  war  for  ag- 
grandiznuMit  or  fw  vengeanoe,  and  T  be- 
Here  th^  will  not  begin  one  now>  Canada, 
I  think  the  noble  Lord  will  admit,  is  a 
very  tempting  bait,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  annexation,  bnt  for  the  purpose 
of  humiliating  this  country.  I  agree  with 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  have  said  that  it 
would  be  discreditable  to  England,  in  the 
light  of  her  past  history,  that  she  should 
leave  any  portion  ofher  Empire  undefended 
which  she  could  defend.  But  still  it  is 
admitted— and  I  think  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Calne  (Hr.  Lowe)  produced  a  great  effect 
upon  uiose  who  heard  it — the  House  ad- 
mitted that  in  case  of  war  with  the  United 
States,  Canada  could  not  be  defended  by 
any  power  on  land  or  at  sea  whidi  this 
country  could  raise  or  spare  for  that  pur- 
pose. I  am  very  sorry,  not  that  we  can- 
not defend  Canada,  but  that  any  portion  of 
the  dominions  of  tiie  British  drown  is  in 
such  circumstances  as  to  tempt  evil  dis- 
posed people  to  attack  it  wiUi  the  view 
of  humiliating  ns,  because  I  believe  that 
traneaotions  which  humiliate  a  Govern- 
ment and  a  nation,  are  not  only  disagree- 
able, but  a  great  national  harm.  But, 
now,  is  there  a  war  party  in  the  United 
States  ?  Well,  I  believe  thoe  is.  It  is 
that  party  which  was  a  war  party  eighty 
years  ago.  It  is  the  party  represented  by 
hon.  Gentiemen  who  sit  on  tiiat  Bench — 
the  Irish  partj.  The^  in  the  United  States 
who  are  hostde  to  this  country,  are  those 
vho  were  recently  malcontent  subjects  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Uember  for 
Tamworth.  It  is  these,  and  snob  as  these, 
to  whom  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
GoTunment  offisrs  only  inch  consolation 


as  that  of  telling  th«n  that  "  ttie  rig^ta  of 
the  tenants  are  the  wrongs  of  the  land- 
lords," who  oonstitnte  the  only  war  party 
in  the  United  States;  and  it  was  the  war 
party  in  the  days  of  Lord  North.  Bat 
the  real  power  of  the  United  States  does  not 
rest  on  that  class.  American  mobs — and 
excepting  some  portion  of  the  population 
of  New  York,  I  would  not  apply  the  lan- 
guage even  to  them — for  the  sake  of  forc- 
ing their  Congress  and  their  Executive  to 
a  particular  course,  are  alt<^ther  un- 
known. The  real  mob  in  yonr  sense,  is 
that  party  of  chivalrous  gentiemen  in  the 
South,  vho  have  received,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  so  mnoh  sympathy  from  some  persons 
in  this  country  and  in  this  House.  But 
the  real  power  depends  upon  another 
class — the  landowners  throughout  the 
country,  and  there  are  milUoiu  of  them. 
Why,  in  tiiia  last  election  for  President  of 
the  United  States,  I  was  told  by  a  ciMzen 
of  New  York,  who  was  most  active  in  the 
election,  that  in  the  United  States  alone 
100,000  Irish  votes  were  given,  as  he 
expressed,  solidly — that  is,  in  one  mass — 
for  General  M'Clellan,  and  that  not  more 
than  2,000  were  given  for  President  Lin- 
coln. You  see  the  preponderance  of  that 
party  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  that 
is  the  feeling  thoughout  the  State  of 
New  York ;  but,  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  merely  a  small 
percentage  which  has  no  sensible  effect 
upon  the  constitution  of  Congress,  or  upon 
legislation  or  government. 

Ky  hon.  Friend  the  Kember  for  Brad- 
ford (Mr.  W.  E.  Forstei)  referred  to  a 
point  which  I  suppose  has  really  been  the 
cause  of  this  debate,  and  that  is  the  tem- 
per of  the  United  States  in  making  oertun 
demands  npon  our  Government.  I  asked  a 
question  ma  other  night  after  the  nobleLord 
had  asked  a  question  npon  the  snbjeot — 
I  asked  whether  ve  had  not  daims  against 
them.  I  understand  claims  were  made 
upon  us  by  the  United  States  amounting  to 
£300,000  or  £400,000.  I  am  afraid  that 
we  have  claims  against  them,  amounting 
probably  to  as  mndi  sa  that.  If  any  man 
thinks  he  has  a  right  to  go  to  law  with 
another,  and  that  other  has  an  answer  to 
his  claim,  the  case  must  be  heard.  And 
60  between  two  great  nations  and  two  free 
GovemmentB.  If  one  has  daims  against 
the  other,  and  the  other  has  claims  against 
it,  clearly  nothing  can  be  more  fair  than 
that  those  claims  should  be  conrteonsly  and 
honestly  considered.  It  is  quit«  absurd  to 
suppose  that  the  English  Goremment  and 
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the  OvTerameiil;  at  WBihington  oan  luTe 
a  qnestioa  about  half  a  milUon  of  money 
Thif^  they  cannot  amicably  settle.  The 
noUe  Lord,  I  bdisve,  Uimka  it  is  not  a 
qnaation  for  arbitration,  but  that  it  is  a 
quMtion  of  principle.  WoU,  idl  qaestions 
of  property  almort  are  qnestions  of  law, 
and  yoa  go  to  a  lawyer  and  settle  them  if 
yon  oan.  In  this  caae  it  woald  be  sorely 
as  easy  to  have  the  matter  settled  by  some 
impartial  person  as  It  was  to  ask  the  Se- 
nate or  somebody  at  Hamburg  to  settle  a 
question  between  this  country  and  ths 
Empire  of  Brazil.  Our  moet  perfect  secu- 
rity is,  that  aa  the  war  in  America  draws 
to  a  elose~-if  it  diould  happily  soon  draw 
to  a  close— we  shall  become  more  gene- 
rous to  them,  and  their  QoTemment  and 
people  will  probably  beeome  less  irritated 
towards  as.  And  when  the  paasioni  have 
cooled  down,  I  am  quite  sure  that  Mr. 
Seward  on  that  aide,  and  Eari  Russell  on 
this,  Ur.  Adams  hcff^  and  Sir  Frederick 
Bruoe  therSf  will  be  able,  without  much 
diffioalty^  to  settle  thia  aft^  all  naimpor- 
fant  matte  as  a  question  of  acconnta  be- 
tween the  two  aationB. 

I  hare  only  <ms  more  observation  to 
make,  and  it  is  this— I  suspect  the  root  of 
all  the  unfortunate  circumstanoes  that 
have  occurred  19  in  the  feeling  of  jealousy 
which  we  have  cherished  with  regard  to 
the  American  nation.  It  was  very  much 
shown  at  the  beginning  of  this  war,  when 
a  Member  whom  I  will  not  name,  for 
I  am  sure  his  wish  is  that  his  name 
should  not  be  mentiooed  in  connection 
with  it  now.  spoke  of  the  bursting  of  the 
bubble  republic.  I  recollect  Lonl  John 
KusseU,  aa  he  then  was,  sitting  on  that 
BcDoh,  turned  round  and  rebuked  him  in 
language  that  was  worthy  of  his  name, 
and  obaraoter,  and  poBiti(m.  I  beg  to  tell 
that  QenUeman,  ud  anybody  else  who 
talks  abont  a  bubble  republic,  that  I  have 
a  strong  saspioicm  he  wilt  see  that  a  great 
many  babbles  will  burst  before  that.  Why 
sbouJd  we  fear  a  great  nation  on  t^e  Ame- 
rican continent?  Some  people  fear  that, 
should  America  become  a  great  nation,  she 
will  be  arrogant  and  o^ressive.  It  does 
not  follow  ^at  it  should  be  so.  The  cha- 
racter of  a  nation  does  not  depend  alto- 
gether upon  its  eixe,  bat  upon  the  in- 
struction, the  civilisatiott^  and  the  morals 
of  its  people.  Ton  &ncy  the  supremacy 
of  ttie  sea  will  pass  away  from  yoa ;  and 
the  noble  Lord,  I  dare  say,  who  has  had 
much  exparienee»  sod  is  wiser  on  the  sub- 
ject than  any  man  in  the  Hons^  will  say 
Ur.  Bright 


that "  Balfl  Britannia  "  woald  become  ob- 
solete. Wdl,  inasmaob  as  the  supremaoy 
of  the  seas  means  am^;anoe  and  the  as- 
sumption of  supremacy  on  the  part  of  this 
oonntry,  the  sotmer  that  beeomes  obsolete 
the  bettw.  I  do  not  h^re  that  it  is  A» 
the  advantage  of  this  eoantry  or  any 
country  in  the  WMid  that  any  one  nation 
should  pride  itself  upon  what  it  terms  su- 
premacy of  the  sea ;  and  I  hope  the  time 
is  eoming^I  believe  the  hour  is  hastening 
— when  we  shall  ftnd  that  law  and  justioe 
shall  guide  the  councils,  and  shall  direct 
the  policy  of  the  Christian  nations  of  the 
world.  Nature  will  not  be  baffled  because 
we  are  jealous  of  the  United  States — the 
decrees  of  Providence  will  not  be  over- 
tiirown  by  aught  we  can  do.  The  popolatim 
of  the  United  States  is  now  not  less  than 
35,000,000.  When  the  next  Parliament 
of  England  has  lived  to  the  age  that  this 
has  lived  to,  that  population  will  be 
40,000,000,  and  you  may  calculate  that 
inorease  at  the  of  rathw  more  than 
1,000,000  of  penoBS  per  year.  Who  ia  fo 
gainsay  it  ?  Will  constant  snarling  at  a 
great  republic  altar  the  state  of  thi^  or 
swell  us  up  in  these  islands  to  40,000,000 
or  60,000,000,  or  bring  them  down  to 
our  30,000,000  ?  Hon.  Members  and  the 
country  at  large  should  consider  these 
facts,  and  learn  from  them  that  it  is  the 
interests  of  the  nations  to  be  at  one — to 
be  in  perfect  courtesy  and  amity  witii  the 
Engli^  nation  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atiantic.  I  am  sure  the  longer  that  nation 
exists  the  lees  will  our  people  be  disposed 
to  sustain  you  in  any  needless  hostility 
against  them  or  jealousy  of  them.  And  I 
am  the  more  oonvinced  of  this  from  what 
I  have  seen  of  their  conduct  in  the  north 
of  England  during  the  last  four  years.  I 
believe,  on  the  o&er  hand,  that  the  AniA- 
rioan  people,  when  this  ezdtement  is  ovw, 
will  be  willing,  so  £sr  as  aggressive  acts 
against  us  are  ooDoemed,  to  bury  ia  obli- 
vion transactions  which  have  given  them 
much  pain,  and  that  they  will  make  the 
allowance  which  they  may  fairly  make, 
that  the  people  of  this  country — even  those 
high  in  rank  and  disttngaished  in  culture 
—have  had  a  very  inadequate  knowledge 
of  the  real  stato  of  the  events  which  have 
taken  place  in  that  country  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war.  It  is  on  record  that 
when  the  author  of  The  D^^mo  and 
of  the  JionuM  Smpire  waa  about  beginnii^ 
his  great  work,  I^rid  Hume  wroto  a  letter 
to  him  ofging  him  not  to  em^y  the 
Fieoeh  bat  the  English  Magm, 
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oaue,"  he  said,  "oar  estahlishmentB  in 
America  promise  superior  stability  and 
duration  to  the  Engluh  language."  How 
for  that  promise  has  been  in  part  fulfilled 
we  who  are  Uring  now  can  state ;  hut  how 
&r  it  will  be  more  largely  and  more  com- 
pletely fulfilled  in  after  times  we  must 
leave  after  times  to  tell.  I  believe  that 
in  the  centuries  which  are  to  come  it  will 
be  the  greatest  pride  and  the  highest  re- 
nown of  England  that  from  her  loins  have 
■prong  a  hundred  millions— it  may  be  two 
hundred  million»— of  men  who  dwell  and 
prosper  on  that  continent  which'  the  cdd 
Qenoeae  gave  to  Eorope.  Sir,  if  the  senti- 
ments vniob  I  have  uttered  sIwU  become 
the  sentiments  of  the  Parliament  and  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Kingdom— if  the  mode- 
ration which  I  have  described  shall  mark 
the  course  and  Government  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States— then,  notwithstand- 
ing some  present  irritation  and  some  pre- 
sent distmst — and  I  have  faith  both  in 
us  and  them— I  believe  that  these  two 
great  commonwealths  will  march  abreast, 
the  parents  and  the  guardians  of  freedom 
and  justice,  wheresoever  their  language 
shall  be  spoken  and  their  power  shall 
attend. 

ViBcouHT  PALMEK8T0N :  Sir,  how- 
ever long  this  discussion  may  have  been, 
I,  for  one,  cannot  regret  that  it  has  taken 
l^ace  ;  for  by  the  majority  of  Hembers  in 
Uiis  House  two  opinions  have  been  ex- 
pressed which  cannot  f^  to  be  useftil  in 
the  quarters  to  which  they  have  been  ad- 
dressed. The  first  opinion  is  that  which 
has  been  peculiarly  dwelt  upon  by  the 
hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down — 
namely,  the  most  earnest  desire  that  the 
most  friendly  relations  should  be  main- 
tained between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  of  America ;  and  next,  the 
opinion  that  we  should  maintain  the  con- 
nection which  exists  between  this  country 
and  our  provinces  on  the  North  American 
continent  so  long  as  the  people  of  those 
provinces  are  desirous  of  maintaining  their 
connection  with  the  mother  country.  The 
hon.  ICember  who  has  just  spoken  (Hr. 
Bright)  has  made  what  in  one  respect  may 
appear  a  paradoxical,  but  what,  I  think, 
as  human  nature  is  constituted,  was  a  very 
conciliatory  speech  towards  the  United 
BtatM :  &r  though  the  hon.  U^mber  re- 
viewed ■  long  course  of  events  to  prove 
that  the  United  States  have  been  most 
grievously  ill-treated  by  this  country — I 
do  not  agree  with  him  in  any  one  of  uiese 
points — it  is  no  doubt  a  part  of  human 
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nature  that  you  cannot  better  please  any 
man  or,  any  set  of  men,  than  by  telling 
them  Uiey  have  been  exceedingly  ill-used. 
I  will  not  follow  the  hon.  Uember  when 
he  complains  that  we  admitted  the  belli- 
gerent rights  of  the  South — an  admission 
which  was  the  result  of  necessity  and  not 
of  choice ;  I  will  not  follow  him  into  the 
discussion  of  the  IVmt  question,  which  I 
thought  bad  been  fully  disposed  of,  and 
into  the  questions  which  have  arisen  be- 
tween the  Oovemment,  or  rathor,  I  diould 
say,  the  people  of  some  parts  of  Canada 
and  the  United  States ;  because  as  he  ad- 
mitted himscdf,  the  conduct  of  the  Cana- 
dian Government  has  bem  mich  as  to  be 
acknowledged  gratefhlly  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  as  a  full  and 
complete  fulfilment  of  tiie  duties  of  friendly 
neighbourhood.  The  hon.  Gbntieman  says 
there  exists  in  this  oountnr  a  jealousy  of 
the  United  States.  Sir,  I  utterly  deny 
that  assertion.  We  feel  no  jealousy  of 
the  United  States.  On  the  contrary,  I  am 
sure  that  every  Englishman  must  feel 
proud  at  seeing  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
Atiantio  a  community  sprung  from  the 
same  ancestry  as  ourselves,  nring  in  the 
scale  of  civilization,  and  attaining  eveiy 
degree  of  prosperity — aye,  and  of  power, 
as  well  as  wealth.  I  therefore  entirely 
deny  that  there  exuts  in  this  countiy  any 
fseUng  ofjealonsy  as  r^;ards  tbe  TJnited 
States.  Undoubtedly  there  are  men  who, 
differing  from  the  hon.  Gtootieman  in  their 
theory  of  government,  cannot  see  with  the 
same  s^probatioa  which  he  feels  the  trial 
on  the  other  ride  of  the  Atlantic  of  a  i^s- 
tem  of  government  whidi  we  do  not  think 
is  the  best  or  the  most  conducive  to  the 
happiness  of  those  for  whom  it  was  es- 
tablished. But  that  is  on  entirely  different 
thing  from  the  feeling  which  the  hon. 
Gentieman  has  supposed.  No  doubt  dur- 
ing this  contest  in  America  there  has  been 
expressed,  and  probably  felt,  both  in  the 
North  and  in  the  South,  some  irritation 
agunst  this  country.  But  that  irritation 
has  been  caused  b^  the  natural  feeling 
which  two  parties  in  a  quarrel  have,  that 
a  third  party  who  does  not  espouse  either 
sides  is  to  a  certain  degree  doing  both 
sides  an  injury,  or  giving  them  some 
canae  of  compudnt  or  of  jeahmay.  The 
North  wished  us  to  deolare  on  their  side ; 
the  South  wished  us  to  declare  on  thors ; 
and  as  we  maintained  a  perfect  neutral- 
ity between  the  two  some  slight  de^e 
of  irritation  arose  on  both  sides  against 
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hon.  Qentleman,  that  smo^  the  great 
balk  of  the  people  of  the  Tmted  States 
there  are  feeUngs  deeper  than  that  inita 
tion — feelings  of  goodwill  towards  the 
country  from  which  their  anoestors  were 
deriTed;  and  I  am  satisSed  that  when 
this  unfortunate  contest  shall  have  oeasedi 
whateyer  its  termination,  the  natural  feel- 
ing of  goodwill  and  relationship  which 
ought  to  jwerail  between  two  kindred  na^ 
tioma  will  take  the  plaoe  of  any  temporary 
ittitation  wMoh  flu  dioimutaiioes  of  the 
war  may  have  oeoarioned.  I  am  quite 
■atiified  also  that  England  will  not  give 
to  the  United  States  any  just  canae  of 
complaint » that  war  will  not  proceed 
from  QB ;  and  if  war  does  not  proceed  from 
onr  side,  and  if,  aa  the  hon.  Oentleman 
thinb,  it  does  not  proceed  from  theirs, 
tben  we  may  have  a  well-fbnnded  expec- 
tation that  in  spite  of  adverse  appearances 
for  the  moment,  and  in  spite  of  the  prog- 
nostications of  many,  the  friendly  relations 
between  this  oonntiy  and  the  United  States 
will  not  incur  any  real  danger  of  inter- 
ruption.  But  that  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  nse  the  means  in  onr  power  to 
place  oar  fSellow-oitizens,  if  I  may  so  call 
than,  in  Canada  and  tiie  If  orth^  Fn>- 
Tinoes  in  a  state  of  deflmee  Bhonld  they 
be  attacked.    Sir,  there  is  no  better  se- 
onrity  for  peace  flian  stirragth  to  resist 
attai^  if  attack  ifaonld  come.   That  is  no 
^OTOoation.   It  is  an  abase  of  terms  to 
say  that  when  you  employ  means  to  pre* 
Tent  danger  if  it  should  arise,  you  are 
proTokiog  that  danger  and  irritating  the 
party  against  whom  those  precautions  may 
be  taken.    If  no  animosity  exists  these 
precantions  can  hare  no  effect  except  that 
of  inspiring  confidence  in  the  mxtj  in 
whose  favour  they  are  made.    If,  on  Uie 
other  hand,  tiiere  be  a  diiqpoaition  to  attack, 
that  disposition  is  sore  to  be  lessened  in 
proportion  as  the  chance  of  success  is 
diminished.   Now,  I  cannot  agree  with 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Calne  (Mr.  Lowe)  in  thinking  that  what- 
6Ter  ue  fhe  difficnltieft— and  diffienlties 
undoubtedly  there  out  be — in  BoeeeBdhlly 
reaistuv  an  attack,  if  it  shonld  be  made  by 
America  on  Canada,  we  should  regard  the 
defence  of  Canada  as  an  undertaking  which 
we  could  not  succeed  in  accomplishing.  I 
tiiink,  on  the  contrary,  that  Csnada  may 
be  defended.   And  I  also  feel  that  the 
honour  of  England  and  the  good  faith 
which  is  doe  to  our  loyal  fellow-country' 
men  in  titese  Knthern  Frovinoes  reqoire 
flial^  at  all  erenta,  we  shoold  make  the 
Vitcount  PaliMrtUn 


attempt  sncoessfoUy  to'  defend  her.  Not 
concorring,  therefore,  in  the  aigument  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend  that  Canada  cannot 
be  defended,  least  of  all  do  I  cononr  in 
his  conclusion  that,  assuming  defeooe  to 
be  impossible,  we  ought  forthwith  to  with- 
draw onr  troops.    I  neither  admit  the 
aignment  nor  assent  to  its  oon<darion ;  and 
I  am  anxious  that  there  should  be  no  mis- 
take on  tiie  antgect,  and  that  it  may  be 
folly  understood  that  it  is  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Goremment  to  follow  the  ad- 
vice of  my  right  hon.  IFriend  and  witl^mw 
our  troops  from  Canada.  On  the  contrary, 
I  feel  tiiat  the  honoor  of  Kai^d  de- 
mands, and  that  our  duty  as  a  Government 
binds  us  to  do  everything— moreover,  that 
we  shall  have  the  sanction  of  the  British 
Nation  in  doing  every^ing— that  we  can 
to  defend  our  fellow-countrymen  in  Cana- 
da if  attacked.   As  I  have  already  said, 
I  am  persuaded  that  the  tone  of  modera- 
tion which  has  prevailed  in  tJiis  debate 
must  be  useful  both  in  Canada  and  in  the 
United  States.   No  doubt  there  are  tiioee 
who  have  endeavonred  to  persuade  the 
people  of  the  United  States  that  there 
exists  in  this  country  a  spirit  (Mf  hostili^ 
towards  them,  and  tiiat  we  are  looking 
oat  ft>r  groonds  of  qoarreL  ^lere  ean, 
howevWf  be  no  nal  and  just  gronnda  tar 
qoairel  between  us.   We  certainly  shall 
not  seek  such  grounds,  nor  shall  we  invent 
them ;  and  if  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  has  just  sat  down  be  a  true 
and  faithful  exposition  of  the  sentimenta 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  there 
can  be  no  well-founded  apprehension  that 
the  peace  happily  prevailing  between  us 
is  in  danger  of  interruption.   I  can  con- 
firm the  statement  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  that  the  present  reU^tms  between 
the  two  Governments  are  perfeotlyfiticndly 
and  satisfeotory.    We  have  no  complaint 
to  make  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States;  they  have  acted  in  a  fair  and 
honourable  manner  in  aU  tiie  matters  that 
may  have  arisen  between  us.   No  donbt 
tbere  are  olainu  wMoh  they  have  put  ft>r- 
ward,  not  u^;ing  tiian  at  preno^  but 
laying  the  ground  far  their  diaoosrion  at 
some  future  time.    No  doubt,  also,  we 
have  claims  upon  them  which  we  do  not 
put  forward  at  present,  but  have  an- 
nounced to  be  claims  which  at  some  ftature 
time  may  be  discussed.  But  I  should  trust 
that  we  both  feel  it  to  be  for  the  interest 
—aye,  and  for  the  honour — of  the  two 
oountriee,  that  peaoe  riiould  be  preaerred, 
and  that  matten  of^3|^;l@^g  |^ 
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capable  of  a  friendly  and  amioable  adjaat- 
ment.  AU  I  can  tty  is  that  the  QoTeni- 
ment,  as  long  as  Ihej  Mmtinne  to  be 
ohaigeable  wiUi  the  conduct  of  aSSain,  Till 
do  emythiiig  that  the  hononr  and  inte- 
rests of  the  eonntrj  permit  them  to  do  to 
maintain  inviolate  the  relations  of  peace 
and  ftienddup  between  the  two  oonntries. 

OOKVENTITAL  ESTABLISHMENTS. 

FBBSOITAL  EZPUJTATIOnS. 

ICs.  HENNESST,  who  had  given  no- 
tice "  to  atk  the  hon.  Uember  for  North 
'Warwiokahiie  ft  qneation  wiHnefiBrenee  to 
the  owreepoadenee  he  haa  pnbUalwd  re- 
latii^  to  ilia  reoent  ICotion,"  said,  that 
ainoe  the  debate  which  had  takoi  place 
npon  his  (Kr.  ITewdegat^a)  Motion  rat- 
ing to  the  im^Mction  of  oonrents,  the  hon. 
Gentlemtn  had  published  in  Th«  Timu  a 
lettw  written  ia  answer  to  one  which  he 
had  recMTed  ftom  Bishop  TTUathome. 
The  hon.  Gmtlenian  was  entitled,  if  he 
thought  fit,  to  hold}  and  even  to  publi^, 
the  <qnnion  that— 

"  Tbtt  diraet  Mtion  of  tbe  Romiifa  li{eru«h]r 
tbroogfa  or  upon  the  Romut  Cstholio  ilemben 
<^  Um  Hoom  bad  bMO  obTiow  to  ovoij  Moialwr 
takiogu  iatenat  ia  sn^  qnaitinttas  vara  de- 

on  the  oocasion  re&rred  to.  But  his  letter 
went  on  to  aay — 

"Wbea  I  oUtod  thaw  fiuU.  as  ooontotcd  with 
thii  coDTcnt,  the  &oU  wen  deniod  by  soma  Ro- 
man CsthoUo  Members  in  the  Hoiue,  but  the  iin- 
prenioa  prodnoed  by  the  ststoment  of  tfaem.  taken 
together  with  the  ethn  ftets  at  that  tine  allied, 
•Dold  have  had  little  weight  with  the  Hoom.  for 
the  mqoritjr  teMsed  to  think,  with  the  late  Mr. 
DmauBOiHl,  that  the  power  of  denial  on  the  part 
of  tome  Roman  Catholic  Membera  of  the  Homo 
on  theae  robjecta  waa  ao  wonderfnl  that  the  House 
deeidod  to  oonaider  a  measnre  fcr  toatiog  tbtae 
deaiali  bgrth*  astoUlshMat  of  an  iaapaetiOB  of 
eoBventa." 

This  sentence  waa  somewhat  involved,  bat 
there  coold  not  be  the  slightest  doubt  that 
it  conveyed  an  imputation  and  chaige 
againat  Boman  Catholic  Members  to  which 
no  Gentleman  should  submit  Heretofore, 
the  hoD.  Member  for  North  Warwickshire 
had  adopted  the  i«ndent  policy  of  attack- 
ing WQBun  or  treating  ecoleuastics  with 
very  mat  courtesy ;  and  it  did  not  need 
a  very  oourageoas  heart  to  strike  a  blow 
at  thoee  whose  sex  or  ssoradotal  dimeter 
rsndwsd  than  inciyaMe  of  self-defonee. 
But  deviating  ftr  toe  first  time  from  his 
dd  oontse^  the  hra.  Gmtlcman  by  penning 
tiiat  aanteaioe  bad  ^aoed  himself  for  the 
first  time  Ihoa  to  fine  with  thess  who  had 


power  and  likewise  the  determination  to 
require  a  strict  aeoount  for  the  language 
thus  made  use  of.  He  wished  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  tell  the  House  distinctly 
what  he  meant  by  that  sentence,  and  wi- 
ther in  his  plaoe  in  the  House  he  was 
prepared  to  adopt  it.  The  charge  implied 
in  the  sentence  was  only  insinuated,  and 
on  that  account  was  all  the  more  c^feiuive. 
He  wished  to  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman 
whetiisr  he  was  prepared  to  lOOTe  tlut 
charge,  and  if  he  were  not  able  to  do  so» 
thai  to  call  ttpim  him  to  give  to  those 
whom  by  the  insinuation  he  had  iwnl^ 
an  ample  and  full  apology  } 

Ha.  NEWDEGATE  said,  that  whUe  in 
Warwickshire  on  last  Friday  evening  he 
reeeived  a  note  irom  the  hon.  Uember  for 
the  King's  County  stating  that  he  intended 
on  that  afternoon  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  statemrats  made  in  the  letter 
written  by  himself  (Mr.  Newdc^to)  in 
reply  to  one  from  Dr.  Ullathome  which 
had  been  published;  but,  as  it  was  impos- 
sible for  him  then  to  be  presmt  on  that 
afternoon  in  his  place,  the  matter  atood 
over  till  the  present  oocasion.  He  waa 
glad  the  House  had  now  afibrded  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Eing^s  Conoty  the  oppor- 
tunity of  statingthe  <^nee  hafiuuied  had 
been  committed.  In  nply  to  his  Qnestion 
he  must  first  refer  to  the  letter  of  Dr.  TJUa- 
thome.  Dr.  Xniathome  claimed  to  be  a 
bishop  of  the  Boman  Catholic  Church  exer- 
cising jurisdiction  in  WarwickBhire ;  he 
called  himself  Bishop  of  Birminghan,  there- 
by ofifending  against  the  Ecolesiastioal 
Titles  Act  He  (Mr.  Newedgato)  must  be 
ezotised  for  not  having  addresed  Dr.  TJUa- 
thome  by  an  illegal  title,  which  did  not  be- 
loDg  to  him.  Dr.  ITUathome  had  thought 
fit  in  his  letter  to  deny,  in  the  mwt  expluit 
ttfms,  stotraomits  whidi  he  (Mr.  Kewde- 
gate)  had  made  in  bringing  fbrward  his 
Motion  for  an  inqniir  ren>ccting  monaste- 
ries and  convents.  He  did  not  dtoose  that 
Dr.  TTUathome,  as  a  resident  in  Birming- 
ham, should  cironlate  allwUirau  ftlae- 
hood  against  him  in  the  fUBtriot  which  ha 
had  the  honour  torepresoit,  he  had  there- 
fore rralied  in  tiie  letter  from  wlUdi  tlw 
hon.  M!ember  for  the  King's  County  had 
read  an  extract.  He  extremdiy  r^rctted 
that,  in  the  copy  of  the  letter  from  which 
the  hon.  Member  had  quoted,  there  was  an 
error  which  was  an  eiror  of  the  copyist. 
The  passage  as  it  ought  to  stand  was  in  the 
following  terms : — 
*'WheoI  stated  tiiese  beta  as  e«aeetsd  with 
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danifld  by  tome  Roman  Catholic  Memben  in  the 
HooH,  bot  the  imprauion  prodnoed  by  the  state- 
mentof  theoi,teken  tt^ther  with  the  other  facts 
at  that  time  alleged,  wu  snch  that  these  denials 
oould  bare  had  hat  little  weight  with  the  Hoase ; 
for  the  majori^  aeemsd  to  think,  with  the  late  Mr. 
Drammond,  that  the  power  of  denial  on  the  part 
of  the  Roman  Catbolio  Uembera  of  the  House 
was  on  tbeee  ubjeets  so  wonderful,  that  the  fioose 
decided  to  oonuder  a  measure  for  testing  these 
denialibr  the  flStabUihrnent  of  an  iupeotion  of 

OMITODtl." 

The  House  vonld  peroeiTe  that  reference 
was  thwe  made  eudnriTely  to  i2ie  debate 
of  1863>  and  in  vindication  of  the  state- 
ment he  would  qaote  one  or  tvo  passages 
from  Mantar^s  Report  of  the  debate  of 
1853.  The  Motion  before  the  House  on  that 
occasion  was  one  by  Mr.  Thomas  Chambers 
for  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  the  in- 
Bpeotion  of  convents,  and  one  of  the  cases 
connected  with  thu  subject  which  attracted 
most  attention  at  the  time,  was  that  of 
Miss  Talbot,  a  relative  of  Mr.  Craven 
Berkeley,  then  a  Member  of  the  House. 
Bhe  was  a  postulant  at  a  convent  near 
Bristol,  and  Mr.  Berkeley  having  applied 
for  permissicni  to  see  hia  stepdanghtw  was 
refused  the  necessary  permission,  unless 
the  interriew  took  plaoe  in  the  presence 
of  the  Snpericffess.  In  the  coarse  of  the 
debate  on  that  Motion  of  Mr.  Chambers 
the  following  passages  occarred.  Mr. 
Czavea  Berkeley  said — 

"  Not  only  WM  it  the  fact  tbat  in  tiw  eonventa 
of  En^and  ft  lady  hariog  onoe  taken  the  v^  was 
prorented  from  seeing  her  fHands  unless  in  the 
pretenoe  of  the  Superior  or  lady  abbess.  [Sir 
GxoBQi  Bowim:  No,  no!]  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  might  cry  '  No,  no  ;*  but  no 
ftmoont  of  contradiction  oould  alter  a  fact  of 
which  be  (Mr.  0.  Berkeley)  had  perMnal  cog- 
nisanoe.  It  had  happened  to  himself,  in  hit  own 
person,  to  be  refused  an  interriew,  ezoept  under 
snch  oirenmstanees  as  he  was  stating.  He  had 
been  reftsed  permission  to  see  his  nearest  and 
dearest  relatire  in  a  oonrent,  unless  in  presence 
of  tite  Superioress.  That  was  not  alone  the  case 
with  ladles  who  had  taken  the  veil,  bat  also 
with  poatolftnti,  or  persons  who  took  the  white 
vatl  befon  takinc  the  Ua^."— [8  Mmuard, 
exzTil.  M.] 

The  late  Mr.  Dmmmond  anlMequenQy,  but 
in  the  same  debate,  said— 

"  Hon.  Gentlemen  o^osite  might  dinent  from 
tiiat  opint<m ;  the  power  of  denial  in  some  bon. 
GentleiiMn  was  most  mar^lons ;  and  tiie  only 
w»y  in  whioh  he  oould  aoeount  for  It  was  by 
■apposing  that  Dr.  Wiseman  was  correct  when 
he  stated  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Z>ui>ti*t  Re- 
view that  Catholic  laymen  knew  Tory  mnch  better 
than  to  rmi  books  they  had  no  business  to  read. 
Thaj  wen  not  allowed  to  know  anything  about 
the  matter-not  •Ugwsd-iwtsUoirad.'WSAM- 
MrioxzrU.  116.] 

He  cited  these  two  pasBagw  to  ahow  the 
JG-.  limits'^ 


I  House  that,  notwithstanding  the  flat  de- 
nials given  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Dua- 
dalk  (Sir  George  Bowyer)  and  other  Mem- 
bers of  the  Boman  Catholic  persuasion  to 
the  iiuitB  alleged  in  support  of  the  Bill  for 
the  Inspection  of  Nunneries,  and  to  his 
references  to  the  attempt  made  by  a  nun  to 
escape  from  the  convent  at  Atherstone,  the 
House  felt  that  that  course  of  proceeding 
waa  not  right,  and  thought  proper  to  saao- 
tion  the  introduction  of  the  BilL  These 
were  historical  facte ;  and  lu  had  reason  to 
believe  tiiat  if  the  House  had  consented  to 
have  the  facts  he  had  recently  addooed 
tested  by  a  Committee  it  would  have  been 
proved  that  the  d^iial  of  them  waa  worth 
as  little  on  tiie  part  of  Dr.  Ullathome  as 
the  denials  given  to  the  statemfflits  made 
during  the  debate  of  1853.  The  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Hennessy)  said  something 
about  the  want  of  courage  on  his  part  in 
attacking  ladies  and  ecclesiastics ;  but  did 
the  hon.  Member  ever  know  him  shrink 
from  defending  Btatements  he  had  made  in 
that  House?  What  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  assert  he  would  defend  whenever 
called  upon  to  do  so.  As  Dr.  Ullathome 
had  been  alluded  to,  he  begged  to  remind 
the  House  that  he  had  singled  him  out  by 
name  because  Dr.  Ullathome  in  his  own 
letter  claimed  to  be  the  Superior — tiiat  is, 
the  governor,  of  all  the  three  convents  he 
(Mr.  Newd^ate)  bad  named.  He  then- 
fore  held  Dr.  Ullathome  when  speaking  on 
his  Motion  of  the  3rd  of  that  month,  and 
he  still  held  liim  respcmnble  for  any  oppres- 
sion that  might  have  been  practised  in 
these  convents  by  forcing  back  these 
unhappy  ladies  (ober  their  attempts  to 
escape,  first  from  the  convent  at  Ather- 
stone,  and  next  from  the  convent  at  Col- 
wioh.  It  was  only  yesterday  that  he 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bitchings,  the 
Protestant  clergyman  of  Atherstone,  sup- 
porting his  stotement  by  reference  to  a 
conversation  between  himself  and  Mr. 
Oxley,  the  priest  resident  at  Atherstone 
Convent  at  the  time  that  the  attempt 
to  escape  was  made.  Mr.  Oxley  told 
him,  yes,  there  was  one  inmate  of  that 
convent  who  was  so  troublesome  (referring 
to  the  attempt  to  escape)  that  they  were 
compelled  to  remove  her  elsewhere— he 
(Mr.  ^evdc^ate}  knew  not  where.  Yet 
here  was  Mr.  Bitohings  ready  to  support 
the  statement  that  Ullathome  had 
flatiy  denied,  upon  the  admiadona  of  the 
Roman  Oatholio  prieat  in  charge  of  this 
very  oommmiify  at  the  time  of  the  at- 


1641  Commtual  {Uaboh 


13,  1866}  SiiahUthauni*.  1642 


evidenee  which  be  (Mr.  Kewdegate)  would 
have  pirodaced  before  the  Committee  bad 
it  been  granted.  Theee  were  some  of  the 
witiiMBea;  but  Br.  Ullatbome,  in  his 
letter,  manifested  the  most  extraordinaiy 
knowledge  of  the  body  of  the  Bwom  evi- 
dence that  he  (Ur.  Kewdegate)  did  not 
tvodaoe  in  tiie  case  of  the  eaoape  from 
Golwich.  In  his  first  letter,  he  talked  of 
nuns  oonfined  In  chains ;  and  it  was  tme 
that  something  to  that  effect  was  in  the 
evidence  from  which  he  had  read  extracts, 
bnt  he  had  never  stated  bis  portion  of  the 
evidence.  How  came  Dr.  TJUathome  to 
be  acquainted  with  that  part  which  he 
(Mr.  Kewdegate)  had  not  stated  in  the 
House  ?  As  far  as  be  knew  neither  the 
narrative  from  which  he  had  quoted  on  the 
3rd  of  March,  nor  the  affidavit  upon  which 
it  was  founded,  was  ever  brought  within 
that  Doctor's  knowledge,  yet  be  was  per- 
fectly oonversant  with  the  facts ;  and  he 
(Mr.  Kewdegate)  oould  only  attribute  his 
denials  of  sworn  evidence  to  this  circum- 
stance— that  an^  one  who  knew  anything 
of  the  o^anizab(Hi  of  the  Boman  Catholic 
Chureh,  as  regarded  the  charge  of  convents, 
knew  that  Dr.  XTUatiiome,  as  Superior  of 
these  oonvents,  was  nnder  sworn  obligation 
to  maintain  inviolate  the  secrets  of  these 
convents,  and  to  resist  all  attempts  of  un- 
willing nnns  to  leave  the  convents  in  which 
they  were  confined  except  permittu  tupe- 
rtonm,  of  whom  be  was  a  part;  and 
therefore  he  thought  that  by  propagating 
a  misunderstandiDg  of  the  facts  among  the 
public,  and  by  flat  denials  of  sworn  testi- 
mony, be  was  performing  his  duty  to  a 
power  superior  to  the  laws  of  this  country ; 
which  it  was  his  (Mr.  Kewd^ate's)  duty, 
not  only  as  a  Member  of  that  House,  but 
also  as  a  magistrate  acting  within  the 
oounty  which  be  bad  the  honour  to  repre- 
sent to  see  administered.  Dr.  XTUathome 
might  think  it  his  doty  to  inearoerate  those 
ladies  against  their  will;  but  as  a  magistrate 
it  was  his  (Mr.  Newd^te's)  dnty  witiiin 
the  sphere  of  his  joriadiotion  to  seek  infer- 
matimi  of  all  oases  of  fidse  imprisonment, 
and  of  all  nndne  severitieB  of  discipline ; 
for  fblse  impriamment  was  an  offence 
against  the  laws  of  this  conntry,  and  these 
undue  severities  constituted  aggravated 
assaults  which  be  should  be  wanting  in 
his  doty  if  he  did  not  seek  to  prevent  and 
detect,  he  should  be  wanting  in  bis  dnty  if 
he  did  not  seek  to  bring  before  the  proper 
tribunals  the  authors  and  perpetrators  of 
these  offences.  As  there  was  a  conflict 
between  the  sense  of  duty  that  influenced 


Dr.  TTUathome,  and  that  which  influenced 
himself,  be  would  only  add  that  be  re- 
gretted that  any  minister  of  religion  should 
venture  upon  a  flat  denial  of  sworn  evi- 
dence ;  the  more  so  because  while  nttraing 
these  denials  Dr.  Xniathome  had  shown  a 
complete  knowledge  not  only  of  those  porta 
which  had  been  quoted  in  the  House,  but 
of  the  remainti^  part,  which  he  (Ux.  Kew- 
degate) had  never  mentioned. 

Ths  O'DOKOOHUE  thought  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  King's  County  was 
entitled  to  much  credit  for  affording  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Korth  Warwickshire 
an  opportunity  to  express  bis  regret  for 
what  had  taken  place,  and  to  promise  to 
be  more  careful  in  future.  If  the  hon. 
Member  had  not  thought  fit  to  avail  him- 
self of  the  opportunity,  that  was  his  own 
fault.  Having  had  eonsiderahte  oppor- 
tunities of  watching  the  hon.  Membw,  he 
bad  watched  his  movements  with  peon- 
liar  interest,  and  yet  he  had  never  been 
able  to  decide,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
treme gravity  of  the  hon.  Member's  de- 
meanour, whether  he  really  believed  the 
stoiiea  he  told  about  the  Jesuits  or  about 
the  convents,  when  making  his  ridicnkms 
attacks  on  that  f^stem.  If  the  hon>  Mem- 
ber did,  then  his  case  was  really  alarming ; 
bnt  he  had  often  thought  that  the  hon. 
Member  would,  after  some  of  his  gravest 
speeches,  rush  into  some  lonely  place,  and 
enjoy  a  hearty  laugh.  What  was  the 
position  of  the  bon.  Member  at  the  end  of 
so  many  years  during  which  he  had  been 
telling  the  House  tiiat  inquiry  was  bis 
olrject,  and  that  bis  great  attempt  was  to 
see  with  his  own  eyes  those  locks,  bolts, 
and  bars  behind  which  he  had  tried  to 
persuade  people,  if  not  by  assertion,  at 
least  by  insinuation,  that  some  hapless 
ladies  were  confined  ?  The  hon.  Member 
asked  for  a  mode  of  Inqniry  which  he 
knew  he  oould  not  obtain,  and  refused 
that  mode  of  inquiry  which  he  could  ob- 
tain, and  which  he  ought  to  have  accepted 
if  he  were  rincere,  and  if  the  welfare  of 
the  inmates  of  convents  waa  really  Uie 
object  he  had  in  view.  The  House  r^bsed 
to  grant  the  hon.  Member  his  Committee 
for  sufficient  reasons.  One  waa  thatthw 
was  no  ground  for  a  Committee ;  and  the 
other  was  tbat  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee and  its  proceedings  would  only 
tend  to  perpetuate  rel^ous  discords, 
which  it  was  the  interest  and  wish  of  the 
House  to  terminate.  The  Bishop  of  Bir- 
mingham had  not  been  treated  with  ordi- 
nary courtesy  by  the  htm.  Member.  Dr. 
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UUathorae  gare  the  hoa.  Umber  full 
penniaaon  to  enter  his  oonvents  and  bring 
with  him  Protectant  goitlemen  of  reoog* 
nised  honet^  and  tnt^rity.  If  the  hon. 
Ibmber  had  availed  himielf  of  this  per- 
minion,  he  wonld  have  found  no  looka, 
bolta,  and  ban  in  theae  oonTents,  ezo^t 
ndh  aa  wen  uied  to  keen  oat  thieves, 
Tagabcodi^  and  i^dea ;  but  ha  wonld  have 
discovered  that  the  oonventa  were  the 
abodea  of  peace  and  charity.  But  thia 
node  of  inqnirf  wonld  not  auit  the  hon. 
Kembw  for  leaBona  which  all  could  com- 
prehend. The  hon.  Ifember  waa  too  good 
a  taotieian  not  to  know  that  an  inqoiry  ao 
eondnoted  in  the  preoence  of  honourable 
men  would  not  Ml  to  put  an  end  to  all 
false  charges.  Then,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  the  hardihood  to  take  the  Boman 
Catholic  tfembws  of  that  House  to  task 
for  not  assisting  him  to  obtain  a  Conunit> 
tee  which  could  only  prove  a  source  of 
inoonvenience  and  annoyance  to  the  in- 
mates of  oonventa,  and  which,  perhaps,  in 
addition,  might  gratify  the  morUd  sns* 
^ncHis  of  certain  peracma  whnn  the  hon. 
Oentleaiui  was  dung  faia  best  to  delude. 
P«riu^  it  was  too  mneh  to  ez]^  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  would  desist  from 
worrying  43ie  inmates  of  oonventa,  or  to 
hope  that  he  would  allow  them  to  quietly 
pursue  those  pious  lives  which  they  had 
selected — lives  devoted  to  prayer  and  to 
the  good  of  thdr  fellow-oreetures.  But  it 
Waa  not  too  much  to  expeet,  aitet  what 
had  paned,  after  the  hon.  Member  had 
refused  the  inquiry  which  had  been  offered 
him,  and  which  every  hon.  Member  must 
Ibel  was  amply  sufBoient  to  satisfy  any 
sincere  and  reasonaUe  man,  that  the 
House  and  the  country  would  know  how 
to  estimate  the  statements  which  the  hon. 
OenUeman  might  think  fit  in  ftitnre  to 
make  with  refovnoe  to  emventa. 

Mm.  NEWDEOATB  rose  to  reply,  but 
VIS  stepped  by  criea  of  "  Ordw." 

Question,  "That  Mr,  Speaker  do  now 
letTO  the  Cbur,"  put,  and  agreed  to, 

SuFPLT  eoluldired  in  Oommitlee. 
House  refwned. 

Committee  report  FrogrMWi  to  ait  again 
on  Wedneadajf. 

WA78  AND  MEANS. 
Wats  aid  Mxim — Camsidered  in  Com- 
mittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
BetdiMd,  Tbat,  towwdi  makins  good  Um  iw> 
plr  granted  to  Ber  UiyMtj,  £»  iM  serrkeof  the 
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jmr  eDdiog  tlwdlst  day  sf  Mareh  1605.  the  sum 
id  £1T<.W0  1m  gnatad  eat  of  tbs  Coosolidstsd 
Fund  of  tbs  UnUed  Kiogdem  of  Orest  Britain 
aod  Inland. 

House  rttuiMd. 

Besolution  to  be  repeated  7b*morrow; 
Committee  to  alt  again  on  Wednetday. 

HETBOPOUTAN  IfAIH  DRAINAGE  [oUABAinEB 
OF  BBPATUEITC  OF  HONBT]  BIUL. 

Considered  in  Committae. 

(la  the  CommittM.) 

Reielved,  That  it  iu  expedient  to  empower  tbe 
Commiaaionera  of  Her  Majett]r*a  Treaiuty  to 
gnanuitee  the  rnutTinent  of  any  mamj  that  ma/ 
be  borrowed  nnder  the  proTiaiona  of  aoj  Aet  of 
tbe  pnaent  Seaaion  for  axtending  tbe  period  for 
borrowing  money  under  "Tbe  Main  Dtaioage 
Extenaion  Aot,  1883,**  vlth  the  iotersat  thereon. 
Hoaae  teattmed, 

BeMlation  to  be  reported  Tt-morroK. 

JUanOBB  OF  THE  PSACB  (onOUIIOVABT 
P0WER8)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Cbablu  Doooua.  BUI  to 
amend  and  deflnt  certain  Diaeretiottarr  Powara  of 
Jnatioea  of  the  Peace,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  hj 
Sir  CaiBLBa  Doveua  and  Mr.  Dbbst  Fbvwick. 
BiU  prtmaed,  and  read  1*.  (BlU  00.] 

josoMBiraa  (iRSLAiro)  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  WniTBaiss,  BiU  to  amaod 
the  Law  relating  to  future  Jndgmanta  in  Ireland, 
and  to  aaaimilate  it  to  the  Law  relating  to  Judg- 
menta  in  England,  ordered  to  be  brot^t  in  by 
Mr.  Wmrxaiss  and  Mr.  Gaoaen. 
BUl^trvMilad,  and  nad  1-.  [BiU  68.] 

comrrr  votbbb  BseisiEAnox  (ibelud) 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Babut  Psxi^  BiU  further 
to  amend  the  Lawa  regulating  th«  Regiatration  of 
Pariiamentary  Votera  in  Oonntiea  in  Irriand, 
ordered  to  be  brought  In  by  Sir  Bi(»Bsr  Pnu. 
and  Sir  Oouuv  O'Looaua. 
mipreamted,  and  read  V.  [BiU  70.] 

pbisobb  bill. 

Select  Comntlttee  on  the  Priaona  Bill  mm*- 
noted : — Sir  Gionon  Gkrt,  Mr.  Asdbbxst,  Mr. 
BuoH,  Mr.  Hkmlbt,  Mr.  UnBUT,  Mr.  Haiot. 
Mr.  HAnoBT,  Lord  Ebwabb  Howabd,  Mr.  Host, 
Sir  WiLLUM  MiLsa,  Sir  Johk  pAUKOTOif,  Mr. 
JoaiWB  EwiRT,  Mr.  Waltu.  Mr.  Fibkt  Wat- 
uvoTOii,  and  Mr.  WmrBBiAD :— Power  to  aend 
ferpi^eii  and  reeevds  >-Five  to  be  the  ^aoram. 

BEWAOB  UTtLUATIOH  BILL. 

Baleet  OooiBittoe  on  the  Sewage  ViUintioB 
BUI,  «o«HMat«i  .•—Lord  Bouar  Moxtaqd.  Mr. 
CowriB,  The  Loan  Astooatx,  Sir  Couuv 
O'LooHLKB.  Sir  Mattbbw  RmLBT,  Mr.  Bnioar, 
Mr.  CaoM-Ewno.  Mr.  Hibbbbt,  Sir  FinRoT 
Kbllt,  Sir  JAMMa  FiaoDaaoB,  Mr.  Lomnau),  Mr. 
Lookb  Kuk,  Mr.  SiLwn,  Mr.  Goal  LAMflToa, 
aod  Mr.  Lbadbb  :— Power  to  aend  tor  peraoos, 
papers,  aod  reoords ;  Fire  to  be  the  qturum. 

Hoaaa  adjoomed  at  half 
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ton  whoi  in  the  prawnt  itate  of  the  lav, 
had  certain  righti.  on  the  &ith  of  trhicli 
the;  had  beoome  erediton,  and  those  righti 
mutt  be  reipectod.  He  had  been  informed 
that  there  was  one  geatlemaa  who  was  a 
creditor  of  a  railway  oompan;  for  £25,000, 
and  who  stated  that  before  he  entered  into 
the  contract  under  which  that  debt  had 
arisen  he  took  legal  advice,  and  waa  told 
that  not  onljhad  be  the  remedy  of  making 
the  oompany  bankrupt,  but  very  probably 
he  might  also  call  upon  the  ahareholdera' 
individually  and  oollfiotirely,  to  make  good 
the  debt.  If  the  House  assented  to  this 
«s  pesl/oofo  l^islatiop  be  would  lose  that 
remedy.  He  was  willing,  nay  anxiona,  to 
restore  the  lav  to  the  condition  which  ex- 
isted before  the  Act  of  1857,  and  all  that  be 
desired  waa  that  noiojustieedioaldbedoiie 
to  existing  oreditora  who  had  made  their 
contraots  on  the  fudi  of  an  Aot  ni  Far 
liament. 
Motion  (^9»d  U. 

And,  on  Thurtday  next,  March  10,  the 
Lords  following  were  named  of  the  Com- 
mittee : — 

Ld.  Chaneellor.  L.  SomerUU, 

Ld.  Steward.  L.  Oluworth. 

E.  Belmor*.  L.  CrmaworUi, 

V.  HutohinsHi.  L.  Belpar.  . 
U  Cbdmsfiffd. 
L.  Silflhestar. 

CASE  OF  MART  RfAN. 
OBSBBTAnOHS. 

Tn  MiBQDEBa  op  WESTMBATH, 
in  calling  the  attention  of  the  Howe  to  the 
Papers  presented  in  the  ease  of  Mary 
Ryan,  aaid,  that  as  the  ease  was  one  of  a 
poor  Irishwoman  who  had  been  most  op- 
pressively and  illegally  dealt  with,  he  felt 
It  to  be  his  duty  to  bring  it  under  their 
Lardsl^p*'  notice.  But  he  must,  in  the 
first  place,  bring  to  their  Lordships*  notice 
that  the  Order  for  the  production  of  the 
papers  was  that  "all  the  papers"  should 
be  produoed  ;  and  he  should  show  that  that 
Order  had  not  only  not  been  obeyed,  hot 
that  many  doeonenta  necessary  to  an 
UBderatanding  of  the  ease  had.  beoi  with- 
held, and  impr^erly  withhsU.  The  eaae 
waa  hroaght  to  the  notice  of  penons  who 
were  on  the  pier  at  Dover  on  the  night  of 
the  7th  ,of  SeptMuber.  A  young  woman 
was  forced  down  the  pier  by  a  man  and 
two  nuns.  The  attention  of  the  narrator 
was  aUracted  by  a  loud  scream.  When 
arrived  at  the  landing  place,  she  was  taken 
from  those  who  had  her  in  duraace  by  a 
nun  in  the  wnploy  of  the  went  of  tbo 
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Ttmiay,  Mareh  14,  1866. 

HINDTES.]  —  Pdbuo  Bills  —  IHnt  Reading 

— Afflnnations  (SeotUnd)  *  (37). 
Referred  to  SeUci  CommUet — ^Bankniptof  aod 

luolvenoy  (Ireland)  Act  Amendment*  (SO). 
CommOfM— British  Kaffnuria * (3?) ;  EleotiOD 

Petitions  Act  (I8i8)  Amendment*  (21). 
Repcrt—^tiMA  Kaffraria  *  (9). 

BANKRUFTOT  AND  INSOLVENOT 
(IRELAND)  ACT  AHENOHSNT  BIIJ.. 
(No.  30). 

niU.  BXraBBBD  TO  BBUOT  CGUHmSB. 

On  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to 
he  pnt  into  Committee, 

The  Eabl  of  ST.  GERMANS  said, 
that  he  rose  to  move  that  the  Order  of 
the  Day  he  discharged,  and  the  Bill  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee,  not  because 
its  provisions  were  such  as  could  not  be 
conveniently  discussed  in  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  but  because  some  of  his 
noble  Friends  considered  that  it  would 
have  a  retrospective  action. 

Tee  Marquess  of  CLANRICARDE 
eipressed  his  regret  at  the  course  taken  by 
the  noble  Ear],  ioasmucb  as  the  measure 
waa  one  which  ought  to  be  passed  without 
delay.  The  omission  in  the  Act  of  1857 
which  it  was  sought  to  remedy  waa,  he 
eontended,  of  a  purely  accidental  character, 
and  he  was  anrprisea  that  the  noble  Earl 
whom  he  aaw  opposite  (the  Earl  of  So- 
noughnuure)  shoold  hare  objeoted  to  the 
Bill  on  a  former  occasion  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  operate  retrospectively,  seeing 
the  course  which  had  been  taken  in  1849, 
when  it  was  declared  that  no  railway  oom> 
paoy  should  come  under  the  operation  of 
the  Winding-op  Act.  If  the  law  of  Ireland 
were  not  placed  upon  the  same  footing  as 
that  of  England,  every  man  in  Ireland  would 
he  made  discontented,  and  that  with  good 
and  sufficient  caase ;  and  a  mere  serious 
blow  wouM  be  struck  at  the  proeperity  and 
progress  of  the  coontir  than  bad  been 
umed  at  it  hyany  Ministry  uther  before 
or  afaiee  tiie  Union.  He  did  not  doubt 
that  if  the  Bill  went  to  a  Select  Committee 
it  would  eventually  pass,  but  he  hoped  no 
time  would  be  lost  in  proceeding  with  it. 

The  Eaal  ov  D()N0UGHM0RE  ad- 
mitted that  the  present  state  of  the  law 
had  arisen  in  conaeqaenee  of  a  mistake  in 
the  Act  of  1857 ;  but  that  in  uo  way 
affeoted  the  argument.  There  were  eredi- 
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Belgian  llail  Packet,  who  carried  her  on 
board.  She  laid  nothing  nntil  arriring  on 
the  deek  of  the  ateamer,  when  she  cried 
out  **  Uamma,  mamma"  two  or  three  timea, 
and  sOFeamed.  This  man  aajB  he  had 
great  difficnitj  in  earrjing  her,  and  that 
her  lege  were  tied,  andabebad  a  straigbt- 
jaeket  on.  By  the  papers  whieh  had  been 
laid  upon  the  teUe,  it  appeared  that  while 
the  trun  iHiieh  cooToyed  these  persona 
from  London  to  Dover  was  on  the  road  she 
was  heard  sereaning,  crying  out  to  be  res> 
cned.  shrieking  *'murder,'*  and  sereamtng 
oat  "  Mamma,  mamma, "  It  appeared  that 
the  train,  being  an  express,  made  but  few 
stoppagea  ;  bnt  on  one  occasion,  when  it 
was  at  rest,  one  of  the  guards  went  to  the 
window  of  the  compartment  where  she 
was,  when  he  fonnd  the  blinds  palled  down, 
and  on  inquiring  what  was  the  matter  was 
told  "  Nothing"'  At  the  Dover  Station, 
one  of  the  railway  porters,  on  opening  the 
carriage  door,  was  asked  by  one  of  the 
women,  dressed  as  a  Sister  of  Mercy,  to 
assist  the  invalid  out.  She  was  holding 
tiie  arm-rest  of  ber  seat,  and  calling  out 
"don't  let  me  go" and  "murder."  It 
was  assumed  that  the  young  woman  was 
mad — it  was  m  stated  by  the  persons  who 
professed  to  have  charge  of  her.  The 
matter  was  originally  brought  before  Che 
public  through  the  means  of  the  public 
press.  There  was  a  letter  among  the 
papers  from  a  If  r.  Ashwtn,  who  appeared 
to  hare  been  present  at  an  early  stage  of 
this  business,  who,  while  passing  through 
the  streets  of  London,  saw  this  young 
woman  forced  into  a  cab  by  a  man  and 
some  women.  Not  liking  the  appearance 
of  the  transaction  he  inquired  of  a  man  in 
dark  clothes,  standing  at  the  window  of 
the  cab,  what  was  the  matter?  He  said 
it  waa  "  fever."  He  replied  that  it  was 
no  fever.  However,  they  polled  the  win- 
dow np  and  told  the  eabman  to  drive  on ; 
and  one  man  who'  assisted  in  putting  the 
jonng  woman  into  the  earriage,  went  to 
the  opposite  house,  which  tnmed  out  to  he 
an  abode  of  "  nnns"  or  Sistors  of  Charity. " 
This  was  the  nnfortnnato  person  who  was 
found  at  Dover.  It  appeared  that  she  was 
taken  over  to  Bruges,  and  there  placed  in 
an  asylum,  which  the  persons  eonoemed  in 
the  early  part  of  the  transactions  stated 
was  a  bouse  especially  devoted  to  the  re- 
eeption  of  nuns  who  bad  become  insane, 
there  being  no  hovse  in  England  specially 
adapted  for  her  reeeption.  There  was 
then  a  letter  from  Dr.  Millar,  described  as 
Medical  Superintendent  of  Bethnal  House, 
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stating  that  he  had  been  called  in  to  see  a 
nun,  whom  he  found  labouring  under  an 
attack  of  mania  of  recent  duration.  He 
would  be  able  to  prove  that  this  was  all  a 
conspiracy  got  op  by  a  gentleman — and 
he  begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this — calling  himself  the  Yiear 
General  of  Westminster  and  D.D.  This 
person  associated  himself  with  a  doe* 
tor,  who  was  stated  to  have  giTcn  a 
certificate  to  justify  the  removal.  Under 
the  Lunacy  Act,  unless  a  eertifieate  was 
given,  soeh  remoTal  could  not,  at  least  ought 
not,  to  be  made.  However,  thn  doctor,  and 
two  Ditns,  and  this  Yiosr  Qeneral,  came  to 
a  resolution  that  the  young  woman  was 
insane  ;  and,  on  their  authority,  without 
any  certificate,  this  poor  person  was  forci- 
bly remored  to  a  foreign  lunatic  asylum,  at 
Bruges,  where,  being  an  Irishwoman,  and 
not  speaking  French,  she  would,  of  course, 
be  incapable  of  communicating  with  those 
around  Iter.  In  reference  to  his  statement 
that  all  the  papers  relating  to  this  subject 
bad  not  been  produced,  tbe  noble  Marquess 
proceeded  to  read  two  letters  from  tbe 
Secretary  of  tbe  Protestant  Alliance, 
Sergeant's  Inn,  Fleet  Street,  addressed  to 
the  noble  Eari  the  Seeretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affiiirs,  giving  a  statement  of  the 
circumstances  of  this  affiiir  as  far  as  they 
had  come  to  light,  and  conclodiog  with  a 
prayer  that  bis  Lordship  woald  cause  in- 
quiry to  be  made  into  these  allegations. 
These  letters  bad  not  been  included  in  the 
papers  produced  to  Parliament.  The 
most  serious  part  of  tbe  case  was  tbe  con- 
duet  of  tbe  right  bon.  Qentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment. He  stated  that  be  had  taken  tbe 
opinion  of  tbe  Law  Offieera  of  the  Crown, 
and  they  told  him  that  the  removal  of  a 
British  subject  to  a  foreign  country  under 
tbe  eireumstanees  was  illegal ;  and  yet  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  (hpagh  he  admitted 
their  conduct  to  be  illegal,  refused  to  pro- 
seeute  the  niiliy  parties.  Of  all  the  in- 
stances of  omeial  presumption  of  whieh  he 
had  ever  heard  or  read  this  wak  the  moat 
remarkable.  He  had  taken  upon  hims^ 
to  dispense  with  the  law,  end  denied  a 
British  subject,  who  was  expatriated  under 
circumstances  of  tbe  greatest  harshness 
and  cruelty,  the  protection  to  which  she 
was  entitled.  Considering  the  treatment 
she  received,  it  was  not  wonderful  if  she 
became  rapidly  insane.  And  yet  Sir 
George  Grey  tried  to  shelve  the  mattw. 
The  whole  ease  was  abominable,  and  bo 
tnurtad  that  aoinething  VMld>be  done  to 
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prerent  tha  Home  Seeretarj  in  fatnre 
from  having  it  in  hit  power  to  lay  whether 
the  law  wai  to  be  cftrried  out  or  not,  and 
•t»ps  ought  to  be  taken  to  bring  this  poor 
yonng  woman  back  to  Bngland,  to  teach 
the  Home  Secretary  that  th«  law  mnit  be 
Mrried  into  eflfeet. 

Eau  RUSSELL  said,  he  would  endea- 
vour to  explain  aome  of  the  pmota  on  whieh 
the  noUe  llarqneas  had  tonohed.  Aa  to 
hia  oomplaint  that  tho  papers  before  the 
Home  were  not  in  the  form  ordered  hj  the 
llinnte  of  the  Honse,  he  eoold  onlj  say 
that  he  had  eoosented  to  the  Motion  of  hia 
Dohle  Friend  for  the  production  of  the 
papers  only  in  the  shape  of  copies  and 
extracts  of  all  official  correspondence  re- 
lating to  the  abdaotion  of  the  nan  Mary 
Ryan.  The  Motion  was  pat  into  that 
shape,  and  in  that  shape  it  wm  agreed  to. 
With  regard  to  the  general  question,  it 
divided  itself  into  two  parts.  The  first  re- 
hted  to  the  praotiee,  whieh  it  appeared 
from  these  papers  was  not  an  nncommon 
one,  of  conventual  establishments  in  this 
eoontry,  when  a  nun  became  insane,  send- 
ing her  awaj  to  an  establishmentfor  Inna- 
tirn  nbroad  instead  of  relieving  her  at 
home.  The  Law  Ofieers  of  the  Crown  liad 
been  oonsolted  on  that  practice,  and  they 
had  deelared  that  it  was  entirely  illegal. 
No  doubt,  by  the  exercise  of  such  a  power 
nnknown  to  any  law  and  wholly  UDsanc- 
tioned  by  any  Judge,  great  abases  might 
oecur.  In  the  instsnce  now  before  them 
every  facility  had  been  given  to  the  Cou- 
anlar  authorities  and  a  Lunacy  Commis- 
sioner to  sift  the  matter  to  the  bottom  ; 
but  a  case  might  occur  of  a  person 
b«ng  carried  away  by  force  into  a  foreign 
eoontry  who  was  not  really  insane,  and 
his  friends  might  be  refused  admission  to 
him.  Therefore,  the  practice  was  not  only 
illegal,  but  dangerous  to  the  liberty  of  the 
anbjeet.  For  this  reason  he  had  asked 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Home  Secretary 
to  inform  the  directors  oi  this  conventaal 
establishnent  that  such  a  practice  of  re- 
moval was  entirety  illegal,  and  we  might 
presume  that  persons  placed  in  such  a 

Sosition  would  take  care  that  such  things 
id  not  occur  again.  With  regard  to  this 
particular  case  it  appeared  that  Dr.  Millar, 
who  was  the  medical  superintendent  of  the 
lunatic  asylum  at  Bethnal  Green,  had  been 
asked  to  see  this  person  and  inquire  into  her 
mental  condition.  He  found  her  suffering 
from  scute  mania ;  and  she  was  afterwards 
removed  over  the  sea  in  the  illegal  manner 
deKribed,  not  by  the  authority  of  Dr. 


Millar  or  any  properly  eonstitnted  autho- 
rity, and  placed  in  an  asylum  at  Bruges. 
Inquiry  was  made  at  the  desire  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  British  Minis- 
ter at  Brussels  examined  into  the  case  and 
found  'that  the  asylum  in  which  she  had 
been  placed  was  a  well-condooted  on^. 
The  medical  authoriUes  at  Bruges  were  of 
(pinion  that  thia  yonng  woman  was  Buffer- 
ing from  disease  of  the  intellectnal  fkeul- 
ties.  The  British  Consul  also  visited  the 
place,  and  fbnnd  the  estahlishment  to  he  a 
well-condocted  one,  and  that  Mary  Ryan  was 
apparently  snflbring  from  mental  disease. 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Do- 
partment  desired  one  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Lunacy,  Mr.  Wilkes,  to  visit  Bruges;  and 
thst  Gentleman  reported  that  he  found  the 
young  woman  had  been  labouring  under 
a  very  acute  attack  of  mania  when  she  was 
removed  from  this  country,  and  that  after 
her  voyage  across  to  Belgium  and  arrival  at 
the  asylum  she  was.  owing  to  her  refusal 
to  take  food,  in  a  very  exhausted  condition, 
which  at  one  time  caused  apprehensions 
for  her  life.  He  atoo  stated  that  in  his 
opinion  she  required  to  be  taken  great  care 
of  because  she  was  suffering  from  melan- 
eholia,  with  a  suieidal  tendency.  The 
question  Wis,  what  was  to  be  done  in  the 
case  t  The  Home  Secretary  having  ascer- 
tained all  the  facts,  and  having  found  that 
the  young  woman  really  was  insane  at  the 
time  of  her  removal,  that  she  was  placed 
in  an  asylnm  where  she  was  well  cared  for, 
it  became  necessary  to  consider  whether 
steps  should  be  taken  to  bring  her  back  to 
this  country.  His  right  hon.  Friend  was 
of  opinion  that  the  law  had  been  broken, 
but  he  did  not  consider  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  prosecute  the  parties.  The  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown  were  consulted,  and  they 
were  of  opinion  that  the  conduct  of  the 
persons  who  removed  Mary  Ryan  was  ille- 
gal, hot  they  did  not  think  that  there  was 
any  necessity  for  a  prosecuUon.  Then 
came  tlie  question  whether  steps  should 
be  taken  immediately  to  remove  the  young 
woman  back  to  this  country.  The  Belgian 
authorities  were  quite  willing  to  hand  her 
over  to  any  agent  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. Neither  he  nor  his  right  hon.  Friend 
thought  it  was  necessary  for  the  vindica- 
tion of  the  law  to  bring  over  this  poor  girl 
at  the  risk  of  exposing  her  to  an  access  of 
frensy,  but  that  it  would  be  bettor  to  wait 
to  see  whether  there  was  a  chance  of  re- 
covery. Inquiries  were  node  in  Ireland, 
and  it  was  found  that  thu  giri  had  no 
parents  linng  nor  any  near  matives  who 
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eosUtekaelMrgeof  her.  ThoMwentbe 
■teps  which  the  GoTemneot  hid  taken  m 
tbe  matter,  aod  be  thought  it  would  be 
agreed  that  tbej  could  not  have  done  more 
under  the  wenautanees.  At  the  uuue 
time  he  must  remark  that  it  appeared  to 
him  to  be  a  liDgalar  thing  that  the  Roman 
Catholiei  of  this  conotry  and  Ireland, 
forming  m  body  poiaeiuog  great  property, 
•eeiDg  that  the  Inmatei  of  oonventa  were 
as  li^le  to  attacks  of  insanity  as  the  rest 
of  the  eommnnity,  ibould  not  have  pro- 
vided an  aaylnm  for  the  reception  of  auoh 
partona— an  aiylnm  in  Her  Majealj'a  do- 
-nunioMf  wbieh  eonU  be  eertifieated  and 
til^  ullionaed  by  Uv.  He  had  nea- 
tiaaM  the  anbjeol  to  »  BoiRaii  QathoKe 
|Heitd^.and  he  hoped  that  lODie  ite|M  yoaU 
totfeko]  to  i^rovide  luoh  an  aaylDiii, 

tsB  Eaol  0?  MALM£SBURY  thought 
that  it  was  impostihle  after  readtug  these 
papera  to  have  any  doubt  ai  to  two  points 
<— rfint,  that  Mnrj  Rvan  wne  iiisaEie  ;  and 
■ecmndty^  thut  Cli$  GHjv^riitiiL-nt  had  done 
all  they  coixld  to  investigate  ilio  caec.  But 
ha  did  not  tliiiik  that  tliis  at^^uitti^d  en* 
tirely  the  Home  SeeteLary  fjoiii  blarae. 
He  did  not  say  aiiytliing  af^'aliist  tbe  pro^ 
«««dinga  of  tbe  ooblo  Earl  (Ear)  KusiellJ, 
vfao  £&QmeJ  to  bare  dona  hia  duty  in  ai- 
aartauung  all  Uia  iattai  but  he  did  not 
vao  H[inw  fiesretti?  of  barlfig 
InM'tiw  matter  aemawhat  too  lightly. 

vA\SU  Earl  did  net  apuk  one  riom 
too  ibonglT  upoii  tba  gnat  uapertanoe  of 
ppotwting  Bri'dih  mbiMti  fVom  aeeident* 
of  tliifi  kind.  He  (IbaBarl  of  MalnLoebury) 
did  not  Rttribute  any  impropet-  motivLis  to 
the  Ui]^'  ill  tbn  licrkd  of  this  ciiiivciit  in 
aendiri^  th]i  yauni*  Konmn  nbiuad,  fc  no 
doubt  iliG  acteJ  ill  igiioi  aiit^o  uf  tlio  Uiv— 
nothing  van  more  itntiirnl  timti  lhal  tlicre 
■hould  bo  this  Igipoi  aiicii  uf  tbo  laiy  in  tucb 
eitahlistiDienta  where  iho  initiates  bed  a 
life  of  seolufiion  ;  but  then  tbey  aught  to 
be  taught  tbe  hw,  nqd  tbe  Home  Beore- 
laiy  onght  to  teach  the  law  not  ouly  to 
IlilkiM^  tbia  partiAaUr  eouTant,  but  to 
ft#  teilf  «l  tba  nanarou  other  aimilar 
Mtitti&hiponta  In  this  eonntry.  Now,  what 
vaa  the  way  in  wtmh  thU  eoold  bs  dona  i 
II  eeuld  Dfit  he  dim  by  pritate  eomuiunie*' 
tloM  to  the  offending  party  f  and  if  iooie 
ona  ha  l  iioL  moved  for  thaaa  papera  thia 
case  wDulJ  not  liano  been  known  of  at  dU, 
and  tliL  tibaiU  of  tlieae  ci>iiiVont3  wfiuliS 
hate  reiuckinoij  in  ignorcincD  ihf  tba  luw. 
and  we  ebould  li&rc  bccci  cipo&od  tu  sitniUr 
breaches  of  it  in  future,  Hehadhimaalf 
thought  H  Ills  iht7'r|frgi«t:IMi^'(«l  * 


Votion  io  rdbiwiee  to  a  nmnai  eaae-  not, 
indeed,  ewneoted  with  any  eooTeal,  bat 
arising  from  an  illegal  order  of  a  uagia- 
trate,  by  wbieh  an  unfortunate  man  had 
been  con6aed  in  a  lunatic  aaylnm  for  five 
days,  at  tbe  end  of  which  time  he  obtained 
his  release  upon  tbe  certificate  of  two 
other  magistratea  and  two  phyuelsns  that 
be  was  perfectly  aane.  It  should  be  im- 
posuble  that  aoeb  things  should  happen  in 
tbia  oountry.  We  bad  every  aort  of  mft- 
ohineiy  to  prevent  anoh  accidents  oeeur- 
ring  i  but  me  of  the  best  ways  of  prevent- 
ing a  repatiUon  of  aueh  thinga  waa  for  the 
Saereta^  of  the  Heau  Department  when 
he  eoim-'evea  whenltt  Ua  dMnti«k  km 
should  not  think  it  lo  nroaaoBty  » 
mUidy  remonstrate  wilk  vm  pactiovhw ' 
nvpeiw  OP  ether  per«H  b  M(horto|lt 
order  to  teach  them  the  law,  BviW^jt 
it  was  doDB  iu  this  prirato  nattMK  wht 

wa«aQ^,|Nt«et^A  ffhvtaiw  Ibt  tbe  {MM. 
iMtm  HMftNtoi,  ^mis. 

Select  CoBn^mlKsf!  an  the  Roii^rnKtion  of  e^rtAia 
OOlon  hjr  ;  phiI  on  tin*  grrmtud  to  hfiti 

by  this  Housa  :  OrJcrcO,  Thai  WituMiiM  bt- 
luro  l\ta  iikul  l.'onirtiiLtL'i?  bo  cx3,[nini;!l  on.  Oath  ; 
uul  Chat  the  iHiidcnco  Utkeu  from  Tims  to  Tiiua 
MiM«  thi  ioid  Committee  be  printed  for  tlie  Use 
of  Ibraben  of  thl»  UouH)  but  no 
tlMHef  t«  be  Mimed,  ewk  «e  Aa  H 
ofUHC«B0ii(lea|ttDtaftrthflrOi«r.  ■(tf^ii 

Boom  »iii<mrasd  at  x  auuler  belbrt 
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propowd  io  be  left  oat  ttaadpsrt  of  tbe 
Qneitioa." 

Ms.  GHEETHAU  contended  that  the 
Bill  vu  not  identieBl  vith  that  thrown 
oat  last  Seerim,  which  woi  an  independent 
line,  and  did  not  connect  tiie  Great  Eoatem 
on  the  one  hand  and  the  Lancashire  and 
TorkBhire  on  the  other,  as  was  pro* 
posed  by  the  present  Bill.  Instead  of 
being  in  the  hands  of  three  oompanies, 
like  the  scheme  of  last  Session,  it  would 
be  only  one  main  line  of  113  miles  in 
length,  and  bringing  the  large  district 
served  by  Uie  Lancashiro  and  Yoriufaire 
Railway  into  direct  oommnnication  with 
the  Eastern  Counties.  The  capital  of  these 
two  companies  amounted  to  £40,000,000, 
and  their  lines  extended  over  1,000  miles. 
There  was,  therefwei  ereir  assarance  that 
the  line  would  be  economically  made  end 
oareAdly  oondnoted.  How  was  ooal  oh- 
tdned  at  present  in  the  eoston  counties  ? 
It  had  to  come  by  the  Oreat  Northern  to 
Feterboroagh,  and  the  expense  sometimei 

Srevented  it  from  being  uud  down  in  the 
istriots  of  the  Eastern  Counties  Bailway. 
The  eastern  part  of  London  was  without 
any  great  coal  dep6t  in  connection  with  the 
coal  brought  by  railway.  From  an  official 
account  of  the  quantity  of  ooal  brought  to 
London,  it  appeared  that  in  1804  the  pro- 
portion brought  by  sea  was  78  per  cent, 
and  by  rail  23  per  cent.  But  in  1864  the 
supply  brought  by  sea  was  only  58  per 
cent,  while  that  brought  by  railway  had 
increased  to  42  per  cent.  The  couTeyanoe 
of  coal  by  railway  was  thus  seen  to  be 
steadily  inoreasing,  and  it  was  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  this  necessary  of 
life  should  be  conveyed  as  eeonomimlly 
as  possible  to  the  600,000  persons  in  the 
east  of  Lcmdon,  whose  dwellings  snrrounded 
the  London  stc^on  of  the  Eastern  Counties 
Railway.  In  18fi4  the  total  quantity  of 
coals  brought  into  London  was  4,344,000 
tons,  and  in  185S.  it  was  5,655,000  tons. 
He  believed  that  the  reduction  in  the  prico 
of  fuel  alone  would  justify  the  House  in 
passiog  this  Bill.  The  noble  Lord  admitted 
that  he  appeared  before  tie  House  as  the 
advocate  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway. 
When  he  (Hr.  Cheetham)  last  had  the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  Parliament,  he  pro- 
moted the  Bill  giving  the  Greet  Northern 
an  access  into  Lancashire.  It  was  opposed 
by  the  North  'Western  on  the  ground  of 
injury  to  their  tndBc  and  the  value  of 
their  properly.  But  what  had  been  the 
result?  Femament  had  granted  the  open- 
ing of  the  oommunicetion  to  the  Great 
Northem,  vet  the  tidBc  o£-tbe  Nnih 
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LANCASHIRE  AND  TOBKSHIRB  AND 
GREAT  EASTERN  JTJNOTIOH  RAIL- 
WAT  BILLH^y  Of^-) 

Bscoxn  aiumo. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  tiie  Bill  bo  now  reed  a  second 

time." 

TiBoomrT  GALWAY  said,  that  ibis  Bill 
was  not  only  opposed  by  the  landowners, 
but  also  by  the  Great  Northern  Railway. 
The  measure  was  virtually  the  same  that 
had  been  rejected  by  a  Committee  upstairs 
last  Session,  and  he  thought  that  whenever 
two  railway  companies  had  had  a  £ur 
itand-ttp  fight,  at  an  expense  to  each  so 
enonnona  as  to  be  scarcely  credible,  it  was 
most  nn&ir  and  unjust  for  tiie  beaten  com- 
pany to  bring  iScnrirard  an  almost  idoitical 
wcAame  next  Seedon.  No  donbt  the  route 
proposed  was  not  exactly  the  same.  The 
object  of  tiie  Bill  of  last  year  was  said  to 
be  to  oonv^  coals  more  oheai^y,  and  many 
Uembers  were  influenced  in  its  fiivour 
an  undertaking  on  the  part  of  the  Great 
Eastern  Company,  which  promoted  it,  to 
carry  coals  at  a  farthing  per  ton.  That 
was  entirely  left  out  of  the  present  Bill, 
and  several  clauses  put  in  by  tiie  Com- 
mittee were  now  omitted.  The  Great 
Northern  had  been  for  years  and  were 
now  carrying  coal  at  half  the  rates  now 
proposed,  ^le  Committee  of  last  Session 
sat  twenty-five  days,  and  nearly  killed 
its  Chairman ;  but  it  decided  almost,  if 
not  quite  unanimously,  in  favour  of  the 
Great  Northern  Railway.  That  compaify 
were  now  making  a  line  to  supply  the 
missing  linl^  being  the  termination  of  tiior 
loop-line,  which  went  directly  into  the 
eoal  field.  It  was  unjust  to  bring  in  the 
present  scheme,  at  all  events  until  the 
effect  of  the  new  line  had  been  tried.  He 
believed  that  it  would  so  relieve  the  main 
line  of  the  Great  Northern  of  their  ooal 
traffic  as  to  enable  them  to  carry  any 
amount  of  coal  that  might  be  put  upon  the 
line.  The  Great  Eastern  shares  were  only 
at  47,  yet  they  came  down  to  fight  the 
Great  Northern  again  upon  a  project  that 
would,  in  all  pro^bility,  be  thrown  out. 
He  moved  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  that  df^  six  months. 

Amendment  ;m^»osed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the  Ques- 
tion to  add  the  words  "  upon  this  di^  six 
months."— (Fiweim^  €Mwaif.) 

QuMtion  proposed,  "That  tho  woida 
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Western  had  since  inoreaaed  bo  enonnoQsIy 
that  the  line  was  almost  inadequate  to  its 
oonveyance.  The  Great  Northern  line 
had  been  a  public  benefit  to  the  people  of 
Lancashire,  and  the  present  Bill  would 
equally  benefit  the  public  vithout  injury 
to  any  existing  lines.  He  trusted  that 
the  House  would  send  the  Bill  to  be  ex- 
amined upon  its  merits  by  a  Select 
Committee^  and  by  their  decision  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  would  cheerfully 

aMde.   

Ub.  HITFOBD,  hanng  been  a  Member 
of  the  tanch^bused  Committee  <Kf  last  Ses* 
sion,  wished  to  say  tiiat  it  sat  fire  or  six 
weeks.  The  Chairman  was  sometimes 
carried  from  his  bed  to  the  Committee 
Boom,  and  from  the  Committee-room  back 
to  his  bed.  About  11,000  questions  were 
asked  during  the  inquiry,  and  the  walls 
and  tables  were  covered  with  maps  of  the 
country.  A.s  the  statement  of  his  noble 
Friend  (Viscount  Galway]  had  been  dis- 
puted by  the  hon.  Member  for  Salford,  he 
might  say  that  he  had  been  at  the  pains 
to  compare  the  present  Bill  with  that  of 
last  year,  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was 
virtually  and  subsbmtially  the  same  Bill. 
It  was  brought  in,  it  was  true,  under  a 
different  name.  Last  Session  it  was  called 
the  "  Great  Eastern  2forthem  Junction," 
but  now  it  was  the  "  LanoMhire  and  York- 
shire and  Great  Eastern  Junction  Railway 
Bill."  The  Great  Eastern  Gom^ny  had 
done  well  to  put  Ihmt  fHends  into  the 
foreground,  but  how  the  junction  with  the 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  line  was  to  make 
this  a  good  Bill,  it  puzzled  him  to  know. 
The  Great  Northern  Railway  had  pledged 
itself  to  the  Committee  last  year  to  lay 
out  £1,000,000  to  fill  up  the  district.  The 
other  House  had  required  the  same  pledges 
and  they  could  not  get  rid  of  them  ;  and 
these  new  lines,  with  one  exception,  re- 
ceived last  Session  the  sanction  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  would  therefore  be  a  manifest 
wrong  to  admit  the  competition  which  the 
House  had  refused  to  permit  last  year,  and 
for  which  they  were  charged  with  these 
responsibilitiesf  The  purity  of  the  motives 
of  the  Committee  had  been  impugned  by 
several  autboritieSf  and  particnlarly  by  a 
Yorkshire  newspwo',  in  terms  which  he 
was  sore  woold  inanee  the  haa.  Member 
opposite,  though  so  greafly  opposed  to 
corporal  punishments,  to  agree  with  him 
(Mr.  Mitford)  richly  entitled  the  writer  to 
be  fioi^ied  half-a^ozen  times  round  West- 
minster HalL  All  sorts  of  motives  had 
been  most  unjustifiably  attributed  to  them. 
The  fact  was  that  thi^  had  pidd  the 
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greatest  attention  to  the  subject,  and  de- 
cided upon  the  evidence  brought  before 
them.  It  was  allied  that  if  the  Bill  of 
last  Session  were  passed  coals  would  be 
brought  into  London  2*.  or  S$.  a  ton 
cheaper  than  at  present,  but  evidence  to 
substantiate  this  idl^tion  was  not  forth* 
coming.  OanTOssing  on  this  subject  had 
gone  on  to  a  frightful  extent.  Before  going 
to  a  division,  he  would  beg  hon.  Members 
to  ask  themselves  two  question»— firs^  was 
it  desirable  to  support  the  dedsions  of  thdr 
Committees?  and  secondly,  was  thoe any- 
thing special  in  Uiis  case  which  dioud 
induce  the  Hbuce  to  reverse  the  deounon 
of  the  Committee  ot  last  year  ? 

Mb.  CHILDEBS  asked  the  House  to 
allow  this  Bill  to  go  to  a  Committee,  not 
on  any  personal  grounds,  for  he  was  not 
interested  in  any  railway,  but  solely  on 
behalf  of  the  people  of  the  West  Riding 
of  Yorkshire,  who  had  petitioned  the  House 
unanimously  in  support  of  the  Bill,  and 
who  asked  no  more  than  that  the  BiU 
should  be  fairly  considered.  They  stated 
that  if  a  man  wished  to  go  to  Exeter, 
Birmingham,  or  Lancashire  he  had  two 
routes  to  choose  between,  but  if  he  wanted 
to  go  from  London  to  Yorkshire  he  had 
practically  but  one.  They  farther  alleged 
that  the  Great  Northern  was  itself  the 
child  of  competition ;  that  it  had  itself 
been  rejected  once  or  twice,  and  ought 
not,  tiierefore,  to  come  down  to  thu  House 
to  oppose  the  present  measure.  If  the 
shares  of  the  company  to  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  alluded  were  only  at  46i,  he 
would  remind  the  House  in  what  position 
those  of  the  Great  Northern  were  until  it 
had  attained  its  present  high  place  by  doing 
its  duty ;  and  if  the  House  did  its  duty 
now,  he  hoped  the  Great  Eastern  would 
bo  yet  in  tiie  same  position  as  the  Great 
Northern.  It  had  been  said  that  there 
were  not  special  regulations  in  this  BiU 
which  the  Bill  of  last  year  contained,  but 
it  would  be  seen  from  the  shorthand 
writer's  notes  that  the  BiU  of  last  year 
was  rejected  because  it  contained  those 
very  provisions.  [The  hon.  Gentleman  then 
read  an  extract  from  the  shorthand  writer's 
notes  to  the  effect  that  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  objected  to  the  BtU  on 
the  ground  that  as  the  gradients  were  ao 
favourable  that  it  was  proposed  to  carry 
coals  at  a  farthing  the  ton,  it  would  not 
be  fair  to  other  companies  who  had  not 
got  the  same  gradients.] 

Mk.  E.  C.  EGERTON  opposed  the  Mo- 
tion for  the  second  reading  on  tiie  ground 
that  it  w»  not  m^i^^^^^e 
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usage  of  the  House  to  read  a  Bill  a  Beoond 
time  which  had  been  ouce  rejected.  He 
believed  there  was  no  instance  in  which 
the  Hoase  had  approTod  of  a  railway 
soheme  sRer  they  had  in  the  preceding 
Seinon  sauotioned  a  competing  project, 
and  had  by  that  determination  induced  the 
BQCcessfalpartieB  to  incur  a  considerable 
outlay.  There  was  a  ease  in  point  last 
year,  but  the  position  of  the  Great  Nor- 
thern now  was  mooh  stronger,  as  they 
were  now  laying  oat  a  million  of  money 
in  consequence  of  the  Acts  passed  last 
year.  Last  year  the  late  Chairman  of 
Committees  (Mr.  Massey)  had  said  that 
the  weight  of  evidence  was  against  the 
future  progress  of  the  Bill,  that  the  pro- 
moters had  been  recently  heard,  that  the 
district  was  in  the  hands  of  a  public  com- 
pany, and  that  it  was  an  abase  of  the 
patience  of  the  House  to  bring  the  subject 
forward.  As  a  director  of  the  Great  Kor- 
them  he  coidd  say  that  every  facility  had 
been  offered  by  the  company  for  the  carry- 
ing of  goods  and  passengers  southwai^. 
The  House,  anztoos  to  put  an  end  to 
vexatious  interference  with  property,  ought 
to  pause  before  sanotionii^  sooh  a  sdieme 
as  this. 

Ibt.  BRIGHT  said,  he  beUered  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  last  spoken  was 
ft  director  of  the  Great  Kortiiem.  Of 
course,  anything  the  hon.  Gentleman  said 
was  entitled  to  weight,  but  it  should  be 
taken  with  the  understanding  that  he  was 
a  director.  He  had  nothing  to  do  with 
any  of  these  railways,  nor,  indeed,  had  he 
any  pecuniary  interest  in  any  r^way  in 
the  kingdom ;  but  the  House  was  a^ed 
to  reject  this  Bill,  he  thought,  on  a  very 
insufficient  ground, — namely,  liiat  it 
been  once  rejected  by  a  Committee  of  that 
House.  He  believed  that  that  had  been 
about  the  fate  of  nearly  every  great 
Bailway  Bill,  but  the  very  foot  that 
the  Bill  was  brought  a  second  time  to 
that  Honse  was  at  least  some  evidence 
to  show  that  there  were  parties  who 
considered  the  subject  of  sufficient  im- 
portance as  to  induce  Hiem  to  take  this 
matter  up,  and  they  were  anxiona  that 
Uiis  Bill  should  be  oanied.  It  was  very 
well  known  that  the  parties  who  were 
BU^rting  ttiis  Bill  were  not  entirely 
those  who  supported  the  Bill  last  year. 
At  one  end  of  the  line  there  was  a  com- 
pany with  400  miles  of  railway  and  an 
expenditure  of  £20,000,000,  and  at  the 
other  end  a  company  with  600  miles  of 
railway  and  £30,000,000  of  expenditure, 


and  they  deured  that  both  those  great 
companies  should  have  ftcilities  for  carry- 
ing their  traffic  from  one  point  of  the 
country  to  the  other.  It  was  really  too 
bad  that  at  this  time  of  day  they  should 
bear  of  the  question  of  protection  to  the 
Great  Korthem  Company.  If  that  argu- 
ment had  been  listraed  to  he  supposed 
that  they  should  not  have  now  more  than 
two  or  three  long  lines  of  railway  through- 
out the  eonntry.  He  had  not  heard  a  single 
argument,  uia  he  did  not  think  that  one 
could  be  offined  to  the  House,  which  would 
justify  it  in  rejecting  this  Bill,  which 
came  before  Ihem  with  admirable  gra- 
dients and  the  promotera  of  which  offered 
to  take  coals  to  the  metropolis  at  so  low 
a  price.  If  the  House  would  send  the 
Bill  to  a  Conunittee  the  promoters  would  - 
have  no  objection  to  the  Committee  in- 
serting the  same  clause,  as  were  in  the  Bill 
of  last  year,  and  he  had  it  on  the  best 
authority  that  they  were  induced  to  leave 
out  these  clauses  in  consequence  of  some 
observations  which  fell  from  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  which  inquired  into  the 
Bill  of  last  year.  He  (Mr.  Bright)  was 
sorry  that  that  hon.  Gentleman  who  some 
years  ago  was  rather  favourable  to  firea 
trade,  although  he  sat  amongst  Protec- 
tionists, should  in  r^ard  to  railways  seem 
to  have  gone  back  to  his  <dd  love  of  Pro- 
tection. He  hoped  the  House  would  i^ve 
the  promoters  of  tills  great  measure  a 
chance  of  having  it  fiuriy  considered  be- 
fore an  impartial  Committee. 

Mb.  banks  stanhope  said,  that 
like  the  hon.  Member  for  Birmingham,  he 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Great  Northern 
or  the  Great  Eastern,  but  he  appeared 
there  on  behalf  of  a  venr  large  body  of 
people  who  happened  to  be  concerned-  in 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Trent,  with 
which,  if  this  Bill  passed,  it  would  seri- 
ously interfere.  The  navigation  above 
Gainsborough  was  carried  on  by  small 
vessels,  but  below  the  town  large  foreign 
vessels  came  in,  and  it  had  been  proved 
that  the  existence  of  a  bridge,  which  by 
tiiis  Bill  it  was  proposed  to  mak^  would 
totally  put  an  end  to  the  navigation  of  tho 
Trent  He  would  i^peal  to  tibe  President 
of  tiie  Board  of  Tr^  upon  this  subject, 
to  whom  the  people  would  look  for  the 
preservation  of  the  navigation  of  the 
rivers  of  England.  It  might  be  sud  that 
these  were  points  for  the  Committee  to 
decide ;  but,  unless  a  clear  case  of  public 
necessity  could  be  shown  by  any  line,  the 
promoters  had  no  right  to  s,^^ 
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who  would  be  imund  to  the  neeeirity,  at 
great  expenee*  of  defending  th^  iat^nits 
agunst  two  powerfol  companies.  He 
urged  the  House  not  to  destroy  private 
property  and  ancient  navigation  for  a  line 
as  to  which  no  paUio  neceanty  oonld  he 
shown. 

Mb.  AYRTON  said,  he  cared  nothing 
fbr  these  rival  railway  companies,  but 
wished  to  say  a  word  for  the  great  mann- 
feotaring  interests  and  the  private  ooal 
consumers  of  the  eastern  districts  of 
London,  who  would  be  largely  bene- 
fited by  the  passing  of  this  BilL  They 
at  present  paid  more  fbr  coal  than  any 
other  persons,  and  they  were  subjected 
to  a  coal  tax  beside.  Surely,  then,  if  by 
any  contrivance  of  art  or  science  ooal  oould 
be  cheapened  in  London,  it  was  the  right 
of  the  consumers  that  this  subject  should 
be  flilly  inquired  into.  No  doubts  the 
Committee  of  last  year  had  decided  accord- 
ing to  their  lights,  but  was  their  decision 
to  be  final?  When  such  great  interests 
were  involved,  he  hoped  that  their  decision 
would  not  be  considered  final,  and  that 
the  House  would  not  reject  a  measure 
which  was  regarded  throughout  the  me- 
tropolis as  of  great  importance,  but  allow 
it  to  be  inquired  into  by  a  Committee  up 
stairs. 

Mb.  MILNER  GIBSON  said,  that  the 
hon.  llember  opposite  (Hr.  Banks  Stan- 
hope), had  asked  for  his  opinion  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  that  line  would  effect  the 
navigation  of  the  Trent.  In  answer  to 
that  appeal  he  had,  in  the  first  place,  to 
observe  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  upon  matters  of  that  deBoription 
was  Umiteii  and  dearly  defined,  when 
on^r  work  was  proposed  which  in  their 
opifaion  would  interfere  with  our  internal 
navigation,  it  was  their  duty  to  inquire 
into  the  subject,  to  lay  their  Beport  before 
the  House,  and  the  Report  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Bill.  If  the  pro- 
sent  Bill  were  to  go  before  a  Committee 
they  would  follow  tiiat  course,  and  report 
fraoklyand  unreservedly  to  the  Committee; 
but  he  did  not  think  it  was  any  part  of  his 
duty  to  give  an  opinion  beforehand  in  re- 
ference to  the  merits  of  the  scheme.  -The 
whole  question  could  only  be  properly 
considered  by  a  Select  Committee;  and 
he  should,  therefore,  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Hb.  W.  OBHSBT  GOBE  said,  that  the 
Comnuttee  of  Uit  year,  of  which  he  was 
a  Member,  sat  for  twenty-flTO  days,  and 
oanM  to  a  nnanimoos  dodsionf  r^eot- 


iog  the  schenui  and  it  had  met  with  a 
similar  fete  in  ^  Honse  of  Lnds.  IDm 
expresdona  of  the  Ohairman,  which  bad 
been  quoted,  did  not  contain  the  reasons 
upon  which  that  decision  was  giren. 
Last  year  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  came 
forw^  with  a  plausible  proposal  to  carry 
coals  at  a  farthing  a  ton ;  but,  as  the  clause 
was  now  omitted,  the  company  came  to 
Parliament  with  a  worse  grace  this  year. 
He  felt  satisfied  that  if  the  Bill  went 
before  fifty  Committees  they  would  all 
come  to  the  same  conclusion. 

ViscouKT  BURT  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  on  behalf  of  a  body  of  people  who 
had  not  hitherto  been  considered  in  this 
matter,  the  people  of  the  Eastern  Counties, 
who  would  receive  essential  benefit  fiom 
the  passing  of  this  Bill.  The  eoals  oon- 
sumed  by  them  were  now  carried  mmd 
by  Peterborough  and  Bly.  These  coals 
would  be  2«.  or  St.  a  ton  oheapn  if  the 
proposed  line  were  constmcted,  and  he 
hoped,  therefore,  thai  the  House  would 
not  refuse  to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time. 

CAPT41V  JBRYIS  contended  that  tihe 
Bill  ought  to  be  read  a  second  time,  and 
that  the  question  ought  not  to  be  decided 
on  the  floor  of  the  House.  There  were 
not  nine  men  out  of  ten  in  the  House  who 
knew  anything  about  it.  He  strongly 
objected  to  a  monopoly  of  a  lai^  and  im- 
portant district  being  granted  to  an  exist- 
ing company.  The  r«d  question  at  issue 
was,  whether  a  railway  company  whiefa 
had  expended  £20,000,000  —  the  Great 
Eastern-— should  be  allowed  to  establish  a 
connection  with  another  company  which 
had  expended  £6,000,000.  As  to  the 
Board  of  the  Oreat  Eastern  Commn^, 
though  thdr  Bill  had  been  ngected  last 
year,  they  thought  it  due  not  only  to  their 
sbareholders,  bat  to  the  puUio  to  bring 
it  in  again  in  its  altered  form.  The  ques- 
tion really  was  one  between  railway  direo- 
tors,  and  was  whether  twenty  millions  of 
capital  and  the  people  of  the  Lancashire 
and  Torkshire  districts  were  to  be  kept 
book  by  another  company,  whioh  Inpt  the 
Great  Eastem  out 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  'now' 

stand  part  of  the  Question.*' 

The  House  i^wiM.— iyea  131:  Noes 
163:  Ui9oril7  41. 

yfrn^addtd.  Main  Qnesiion,  uMnend-' 
ed,  pu^  and  agrMd  to, 

WiptAi^tnmx.  months. 
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SOUTH  AMERICAN  BEEF.— QUESTION. 

Mr.  J.  C.  E^ART  iiud,  he  would  beg 
to  ask  Uie  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  anj  order  has  been  u- 
sued  for  the  indiscriminate  leixnre  of  South 
American  Beef  when  enoted  for  sale  to 
the  public  either  in  London  or  Liverpool  ? 

Six  GEOBOE  OBEY  said,  in  reply, 
that  no  order  whatever  had  been  issued 
on  the  subject  It  was  not  till  he  saw 
the  notice  of  his  hon.  Friend's  Question 
that  he  knew  of  any  seinire  baring  been 
made  within  the  Metropolitan  Police  Dis* 
Met ;  but  by  a  report  of  the  police  pro- 
ceedings at  uie  Mannon  House  a  few  days 
ago  he  fbnnd  that  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
under  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers  had 
seized  a  quantity  of  meat  that  was  unfit 
for  human  food.  It  was  said  to  be  South 
American  jerked  beef,  but  from  the  evi- 
dence given  it  would  not  appear  to  have 
been  so.  At  least,  it  was  condemned  on 
inspection,  not  because  it  was  South  Ame- 
rican jerked  beef,  but  because  it  was  not 
fit  for  human  food.  So  far  from  any  direc- 
tions being  ^ven  for  the  indiscriminate 
setEoie  of  the  article,  there  was  a  Question 
now  pending  whether,  on  the  ap^oation 
of  magistrates.  South  American  jerked 
beef  should  not  be  used  in  gaols. 

FOOB  LAW  BOARD  (IRELAND.) 
auEsncor. 

Ma.  O'REILLY  said,  he  wished  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Gh>remment  to  fulfil  the  promise 
understood  to  be  made  by  Mr.  Cardwell 
in  1860,  that  an  Irishman  and  a  Roman 
Ctetholie  diould  be  appcnnted  to  the  first 
Taoancy  among  the  Insh  Fow  Law  Com- 
missioners? 

Sib  ROBERT  PEEL  said,  in  reply, 
that  the  matter  was  now  under  couidera- 
tion,  and  perhaps  the  hon.  Member  would 
post^tono  bis  Question  till  another  day. 

NATT— CAPTAIN  COLES'S  CUPOLA. 

QUJfSIlOlf. 

Ma.  DAMER  said,  he  wished  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiral^,  If  Cap- 
tain Coles's  Cupola  has  been  tested  by 
firing  at  it  wiut  any  heavier  gnna  than 
those  used  in  the  experiments  —  namely, 
40-ponnder  Armstrong  —  on  board  the 
Shuty ;  and,  if  not,  whether  it  is 
the  intentii(m  of  the  Admiralty  to  make 
any  fbrther  expwiment  beforo  pnmeeding 


with  the  ftarther  oonstmetion  of  Toasels 
on  Ihe  same  system  ? 

LoBD  CLARENCE  PAGET  replied, 
that  no  experiments  had  been  tried  by 
firing  at  Captain  Coles's  Cnpola  with  a 
SOO-pounder  shot,  or  with  steel  shot.  The 
experiments  whidi  had  besA  made  against 
Captain  Coles's  enpoU  condsted,  fint  of 
all,  of  five  ronvds  ftom  the  40-pounder 
Armstrong  gun,  then  thirty-four  rounds 
flxim  a  lOO-pounder,  and  then  four  rounds 
of  spherical  shot  from  the  68-ponnder,  at  a 
distance  of  200  yards ;  and  the  result  was 
that  there  were  various  indentations  on 
the  cupola,  but  the  working  of  the  cupola 
was  not  disturbed,  and  it  was  not  at  pre- 
soat  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
submit  the  turrets  on  bourd  the  Moyal 
Sawrvign,  or  any  ofhw  ship,  to  the  test  ot 
firing. 

VOLUNTEER  OFFIOERS^UESTION. 

Ms.  WATEIN  said,  he  would  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  he  has  received  any 
communication  from  the  War  Office  on  tho 
subject  of  relieving  Yolnnteer  Officers  from 
liability  of  service  on  juries;  and  if  he 
is  pn^ared  to  take  steps  with  a  view  so 
to  reheve  such  Offioem  in  oonnderation  of 
the  time  devoted  by  tiiem  to  their  doties 
as  Yolunteers  ? 

The  MAiuKniss  of  HARTINGTON 
said,  he  would  leply  to  the  Qoestion  of  tho 
hon.  Member.  It  had  been  stated  a  few 
days  ago  to  the  War  Office  by  certain 
Ytdunteer  officen  that  offioars  of  the  mi* 
litia  were  exempted  from  serving  on  juries, 
and  that  Yolnnteer  officers  should  have 
the  same  advantage.  Lord  De  Grey  there- 
upon said  that  inquiry  should  be  mode 
into  the  facts,  and  if  it  were  found  that 
militia  officers  were  really  ex^pted  from 
serving  on  juries,  representations  on  the 
subject  should  be  made  to  the  Home  Office. 
It  was  not,  however,  clear  that  militia 
officers  were  so  exempted,  but  the  matter 
was  under  oonsidttratifm. 

"WRECK  ABSTRAOT.**— QUESTION. 

Mk.  BENTINGE  said,  he  rose  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  If 
he  is  aware  of  tiie  fact  that  the  "  Wreck 
Abstract,"  annually  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment, r^ers  only  to  casualties  oooorring 
on  the  coasts  of  the  United  Kingdom  ; 
whether  it  is  possible  to  present  to  this 
House  additional  information  omtaining 
particnlan  of  oasoaltff^,,^  5>®C?©§fe 
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shores  of  the  Channel  Islands,  on  the 
shores  of  Her  Ufgest7*B  FoBsessions  abroad, 
to  British  Ships  at  sea,  and  casaalties  re- 
ported by  Her  Majes^'s  Consuls  in  Fo- 
reign Forts;  and  whether  Copies  of  the 
"Wreck  Abstract"  presented  to  this  House 
may  not  with  fidrantage  be  forwarded  to 
the  Governments  of  Foreign  Countries, 
and  their  assistance  invited  in  collecting 
Wreck  Statistics  on  their  own  coasts  ? 

Ub.  MILNBE  GIBSOK  said,  he  was 
aware  that  the  "Wreck  Abstract"  an- 
nually presented  to  Farliament  reCerred 
only  to  casaalties  oocotring  <m  the  coasts 
of  the  TTnited  Kingdom.  He  thought  it 
was  possible  to  procure  from  GoTomors  of 
our  Colonies  information  as  to  casualties 
to  ships  on  the  shores  of  Her  Uajesty's 
Fossessions  abroad,  and  that  such  informa- 
tion ought  to  be  added  to  the  Betums. 
He  also  thought  that  Copies  of  the  "  Wreck 
Abstract"  might  be  advantageously  for- 
warded to  the  Governments  of  foreign 
oountries,  and  their  assistance  invited  in 
collecting  Wreck  Statistics  on  their  own 
coasts. 

NAWAB  OF  THE  CARNATIC— 

AZEEM  JAH. 
HOnON  TOR  A  aSLBCI  COlOfZTTBB. 

Ub.  OHARUBS  FOBSTEE  said,  he 
regretted  that  it  was  his  duty,  as  Chairman 
of  tiie  Committee  on  Fablio  Fetitions,  to 
acquaint  the  House  that  a  gross  abuse  of 
the  r^ht  of  petition  and  an  undoubted 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House  had, 
he  feared,  been  committed  in  connection 
with  some  of  the  petitions  which  had  been 
presented  in  support  of  the  Kotion  about 
to  be  made  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Suffolk  (Sir  FitzEoy  Eelly).  The 
Committee,  at  its  meeting  yesterday,  felt 
itself  bound  to  present  a  Beport,  which 
would  be  in  the  hands  of  Members  to- 
morrow. In  reporting  to  the  House  the 
number  of  names  appended  to  these  peti- 
tions, they  thought  uiere  was  strong  ground 
for  suspecting  that  many  of  the  signatures 
were  fiotitions,  and  that  some  of  the  per- 
sons whose  names  were  attached  to  the 
petitions  had  not  really  ugned  them.  It 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee,  at 
its  meeting  on  Thursday  next,  to  continue 
ihax  examination  of  the  petition  which 
had  since  been  presented,  and  should  they 
then  be  of  opinion  that  the  matter  was 
one  calling  for  furtiier  notice  on  the  part 
of  the  House,  they  would  feel  it  right  to 
make  a  Special  Beport  on  the  sutgeot 


Mr.  YANSITTABT  hoped  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  (Sir  FitzBoy  Eelly)  would 
postpone  the  Motion  of  which  he  had 
given  notice  in  consequence  of  the  state- 
ment which  had  just  been  made. 

Sib  FITZEOY  KELLY  having  present- 
ed several  petitions  praying  for  inquiry 
into  the  claims  of  His  Highness  Aseem 
Jah  to  the  title  and  dignity  of  the  Na- 
wab  of  the  Gamatic,  said:— Mr.  Speaker, 
before  I  proceed  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  Motion  which  I  am  about 
to  submit^  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to 
allude  in  a  single  sentence  to  what  has 
just  passed  oonoeming  certain  petitions  in 
support  of  these  claims.  Sir,  I  am  ^nite 
sure  that  this  case  requires  not  the  aid  of 
fictitious  signatures,  or  of  any  other  spe- 
cies of  deception ;  and  I  hope  and  desire 
that  my  hon.  Friend  who  has  brought 
these  irregularities  under  notice  will  pur- 
sue his  inquiries,  and  if  there  have  been 
misconduct  of  any  kind,  that  justice  may 
be  done  upon  the  offender  wiUi  no  prgn- 
dice  to  the  cause  of  the  prince. 

Sir,  I  have  now  to  entreat  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  statement  I  have  to 
make  on  behalf  of  His  Highness  Areem 
Jah,  who  claims  to  be  Nawab  of  the  Car- 
natic.  It  is  not  denied  that  he  is  the 
heir  and  representatiTe  of  a  line  of  princes 
who  had  ruled  in  tiut  part  of  India  fiff 
more  than  a  century,  and  dnring  that  entire 
period  had  been  the  powerful  and  ever 
faithful  and  devoted  allies  of  the  East  India 
Company.  But  the  prince  now  complains 
to  this  House  that  by  an  act  of  arbitrary 
power  he  has  heen  deprived  of  his  heredi- 
tary dominions  and  of  his  revenues  without 
any  just  cause ;  the  reasons  assigned  hav- 
ing been  withheld  from  him  for  years,  and 
oidy  at  last  made  known  by  means  of 
papers  moved  for  and  laid  upon  this  table. 
He  now  appeals  to  your  sense  of  right  and 
justice.'  He  desires  a  fair,  a  free,  and  a 
full  inquiry  before  a  Select  Committee. 
I  do  not  aak  the  House  to  prononnoe  a 
decision  upon  this  case,  or  even  to  fonn 
any  conclusive  opinion  upon  the  questions 
which  it  involves.  They  are  not  of  a 
nature  and  character  to  he  fittingly  dis- 
cussed in  tiiis  Honse.  I  seek  only  to 
refer  them  for  consideration  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  Inquiry.  Sir,  two  great  questions 
arise  in  tus  case.  The  first,  whether  two 
princes  of  this  race,  or  either  of  them 
whose  reigns  extended  fivm  1749  to  1801, 
were  guil^  parties  to  certain  letters  which 
passed  between  the  agents  of  Tippoo  Saib 
at  Ifodrae,  and  f^e^SnlJoQ^  his 
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Hudsfcerii  and  snid  to  hare  been  treaeon- 
aUe  or  contrary  to  good  faith,  or  hosUIe 
to  the' East  India  Gompany ;  and  if  they 
were  parties  to  or  cognizant  of  these  let- 
ters, which  were  written  as  long  back  as 
1790,  and  became  known  to  the  Goremor 
General  in  1799,  but  were  never  comma- 
nieated  to  ather  of  the  princes  implicated, 
and  only  brought  forward  after  the  last 
of  them  was  in  his  graTe ;  whether  these 
acts  done  in  1790  jastified  the  British 
Oovemment  in  seizing  the  territory  and 
revenaee  of  the  Camatic,  and  putting  an 
end  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  Kawabsin 
1855.  The  remaining  question  is,  whe- 
ther the  tme  meaning  and  effect  of  a 
treaty  made  in  1801  was  to  limit  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Camatic  to  the  life  of 
the  reigning  Nawab,  extinguishing  it  at 
hia  deadt;  but  to  confer  the  territory  and 
rerennss  upon  the  Company,  and  seonre 
them  to  the  British  Oovmiment  fbr  ever. 
Kow,  I  iroold  ask  the  Hmiae  to  bear  in 
mind  the  position  of  the  unfortunate 
prinoe  irhn  appeals  to  you  for  jn^oe.  If 
a  private  individual  has  to  oomphiin  of 
a  wrong  done,  he  can  resort  to  a  court  of 
law  for  redress.  In  Europe,  or  almost 
throughout  the  WOTld,  if  a  small  and  weak 
State  be  assailed  by  one  more  powerful, 
its  ruler  may  look  to  his  allies  or  to  neigh- 
bouring nations  for  assistance  and  support. 
But  when  one  of  these  Native  princes  of 
India  falls  a  victim  to  tiie  policy  oi  a  Go- 
vernor General,  and  the  Minister  of  the 
day  turns  a  deaf  ear  to  bis  comphdnt.  he 
is  beyond  the  reach  of  hunan  aid,  and 
withont  the  hope  of  justice  upon  arth, 
unless  he  ean  obtain  a  hearing  in  this 
House,  and  appeal  with  effect  to  its  sense  of 
honour  and  of  right.  Hie  present  Nawab  of 
the  Camatie  u  deaeended  from  a  long  line 
of  illnstriona  anerators,  who  oceupied  for 
Bome  oentoriea  a  h^  rtation  at  the  eonrt 
of  the  Great  ICo^l.  In  1744  the  then 
ddef  representative  of  the  fiunily  was 
made  Kawab  of  the  Camatio— a  dignity 
at  tiut  time  sol^ect  to  tiie  Kisam  of  the 
Beooan,  and  a  tributary  to  that  prinoe. 
When  the  war  with  France  began,  rauny 
of  the  States  within  the  peninsula  of  In- 
dia eomfoined  with  the  French  forces 
against  ear  rule;  but  from  florat  to  last 
the  Kawab  of  the  Camatio  was  the  faith- 
ful and  effoetive  ally  of  the  East  India 
Company,  and  he  ended  his  life  fighting 
side  by  ride  witii  British  soldiers,  at 
the  age  of  100,  some  say  107,  in  the  year 
1749.  His  sooeeesor  was  the  oelebnted 
"WaHah  Jidi,  1^  irst  <tf  the  {ffincee  of 
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India,  whose  title  was  recognirod  among 
the  aoTCffeigns  of  Burope,  being  dedared 
the  lawful  Nawab  of  the  Camatic  by  the 
Treaty  of  Paris  in  1763.  By  another  treaty 
in  1768  he  is  expressly  eonfirmed  in  the 
dignity  of  Nawab  of  the  Camatic,  which 
was  made  from  that  time  forth,  indepen- 
dent of  tiie  Decean,  and  secured  to  him 
and  his  heirs  for  ever.  The  East  India 
Company  are  parties  t-o  that  ^aty,  and 
I  undertake  to  show  that  that  treaty 
is  to  this  hour  in  force,  and  is  now 
binding  upon  Her  Kaj«8ty  the  Queen.  Ano* 
ther  treaty  was  enteral  into  in  1 787,  and 
yet  another  in  1792;  ond  thns  from  1744 
to  1801,  the  year  of  the  death  of  Omdnt* 
nl-Omrah,  the  son  of  Wallah  Jah,  and  of 
the  treaty  with  his  sneoeesor  Aseem*ul- 
Dowlah,  firom  that  poriod  whm  the  Com- 
pany  had  eearedy  a  rood  of  land  in  all 
India  that  they  conld  eall  tiwir  own,  to 
the  time  lAen  they  had  beoone  the  tio- 
toriona  and  nndisputed  poseesaon  of  almoet 
the  entire  peninsula,  no  one  nember 
this  princely  family  had  ever  liuled  tit 
faltei^  in  hie  fidelity  to  the  Company,  or 
in  attachment  and  devotion  to  tiieir  in- 
terests. The  historiee,  the  State  papers, 
the  despatches  of  the  last  century  abound 
in  proofr  and  testimonies  to  their  merits 
and  their  services;  and  no  trace  of  evi* 
dence  to  the  contraiy  is  to  be  found,  save 
in  the  letters  to  which  I  have  adverted, 
and  shall  hereafter  farther  refer.  To  give 
a  single  example,  here  is  the  langni^e  of 
tiie  Govemor  of  ICadras  in  1780 — 

"  The  lint  aad  moat  distlngniihed  of  onr  eon. 
nMtions  is  that  which  hu  t>een  formed  with  tfao 
pretent  N«WAb  of  the  Caiwdo.  Oar  infloeoco 
Id  the  Camatio  ia  foanded  apon  the  free  will  and 
consent  of  the  Nawab,  From  his  confldeace  in 
our  attacbmeot  and  power  he  requested,  of  bfs 
own  aooord,  that  the  Conpaoy  might  garrieon 
hia  finia  and  maiotain  Ua  troopa  at  hla  own  ex- 
peM  for  the  protectioo  oT  the  Camatic.  Stwh 
a  confidence  ought  never  to  be  abased.  To  hare 
deserved  it  reflects  bonour  opou  onr  moderation  ; 
to  abase  it  woald  be  to  throw  an  in<folibie  stain 
npOB  oar  ebanwter  and  onr  mmatj.  .  .  It  ii 
eertaU  that  all  the  iDOoavenionoss  we  snfcr  wHl 
be  ampljr  oonpeasated  by  the  advastafee  derived 
from  an  eidunTe  infloenoe  in  the  Mawab's  eoan< 
trj.  It  ia  anquestionabty  to  this  influence  we 
are  indebted  for  a  great  portion  of  onr  prosperity, 
fw  onr  anocesa  against  the  fVeoeh  in  India  in  the 
laat  war,  and  the  deeiatfe  stroke  sude  againrt 
them  so  early  in  the  present  war,  to  whidi,  as 
affairs  bare  stnoe  tanwd  out,  we  owe,  perhaps, 
our  present  existence  in  Uie  East,  llw  support 
of  the  Oompanjr  was  originally  given  to  Ura,  net 
upon  bis  aeeoant,  b«t  tbeir  own." 

Well,  Sir,  irithin  this  eventful  period  we 
fought  against  and  overeame  the  French, 
We  fought  against  and  eenqueepd  Hydw 
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All.  We  Ibught  aguiut  and  destroyed 
Tippoo  Saib  and  annihilated  hia  empire  in 
Indu.  Aa  long  aa  ve  veie  in  peiil,  as 
long  aa  we  needed  the  anpport  of  the 
Kawabs,  ve  tmnted  them  with  the  dis- 
tinoticm  and  the  honoora  that  were  their 
due.  "When  with  their  powerful  aid  our 
struggles  and  our  dangers  were  at  an  end, 
the  course  of  oppression  and  persecution 
which  has  ended  in  their  destruction 
began.  Just  mark  the  history  of  the  time. 
In  1790  Tippoo  Baib  was  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  suing  for  peace,  which  was 
granted  upon  terms  dictated  by  the  Com- 
pany, and  hia  sons  were  delivered  over  to 
US  as  hostages,  and  sent  to  the  town  of 
Madras.  In  1799  Seringapatam  was 
taken,  Tippoo  himself  fellt  and  hia  do- 
minions were  annexed  to  our  own.  We 
were  then  without  an  enemy  in  the  penin- 
anla,  and  the  time  had  come  when  we 
might  venture  to  turn  nmnd  and  attempt 
to  eonsotidate  our  newl;^  acquired  empire 
at  the  expense  of  our  mends.  The  Oom- 
pany  had  long  possessed  the  fortresses 
and  held  military  possesabn  of  the  Car- 
natic,  which  was  indeed  neeessary  to  the 
security  of  the  Nawab  as  well  aa  their 
own  daring  the  war ;  bat  they  had  urged 
and  importuned  in  vain  both  Wallah  Jah 
and  his  successor  to  deliver  over  to  them 
the  control  and  the  collection  of  the  reve- 
nues ;  and  Omdut-ul-Omrah  died  io  July, 
1801,  in  the  full  possession  and  control  of 
the  whole  financiu  resources  of  the  State. 
Upon  his  death,  however,  the  design  of  our 
Indian  GoTcmment  assumed  a  substantial 
form,  and  their  efforts  were  more  suc- 
cessful; for  it  was  then  ^t  the  change 
of  treachery  by  the  two  last  Nawabs  was  for 
the  first  time  openly  brou|:ht  forward, 
and  the  charge  was  this: — in  1790  Tip- 
poo Saib  had  been  compelled  to  deliver 
up  his  sons  as  hostages ;  and  they  were 
sent  to  Kadras  in  the  ohaige  of  two 
T^eelsi  who  reported  to  tl^  master 
certain  oonTersationa  they  hi^  held  with 
Wallah  Jah  and  his  sooi  uid  in  which  they 
alleiged  easptemowt  had  been  uttered  and 
sentiments  avowed,  hostile  to  the  Company 
and  favourable  to  the  Sultan.  These  let- 
ters or  despatches  were  found  upon  the 
taking  of  Seringapatam  in  1799.  In  the 
middle  of  1800,  or  before,  they  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  tiie  Governor  General,  and 
upon  the  contents  of  these  letters,  and 
upon  no  other  ground,  the  charge  of  trea- 
chery against  Wallah  Jah  and  his  son  was 
founded.  But  how  can  this  charge  be 
justified  or  excused?   The  first  duty  of 


the  Governor  General  was  to  make  it 
known  to  the  accused,  and  call  upon  them 
for  explanation,  and  ^ve  them  the  oppor- 
tunity of  fwalring  their  defence,  Wulah 
Jah  waa  dead;  bat  his  son  Omdnt  waa 
alive,  and  lived  till  July,  1801 ;  yet  not  one 
word  waa  ever  said  to  him  upon  the  oob- 
ject,  and  he  died  in  ignorance  ttiet  snoh 
an  accasatioD  had  ever  been  made.  Again, 
was  it  likely  that  Wallah  Jah,  who  had 
steadily  and  faithfhily  adhered  to  the  Com- 
pany throughout  theirdeadly  struggles  with 
France,  and  with  Hyder  AU  and  Tippoo 
Saib,  from  1744  to  the  defeat  of  Tippoo 
in  1 790,  would  suddenly  have  become  the 
enemy  of  the  Company  and  the  Mend  of 
Tippoo,  when  the  Sultan  waa  helpless  and 
powerless,  and  the  Company  who  had 
gained  the  ascendant  could  have  destroyed 
him  at  any  moment  ?  But  see  how  the 
historians  of  the  time  have  treated  this 
question.  Hill,  in  his  ^tton/  of  JBritiah 
India,  deals  with  it  snmmazuy  in  these 
words — 

"  Not  ooly  does  this  svidenoa  aflted  no  proof  of 
a  criminal  ooiremudence  with  Tippoo  on  th« 

g^t  of  the  NawED,  bat  the  total  inabiUtf  of  the 
ngliah  to  procure  forther  evidenoe,  with  all  iba 
records  of  the  Mjsore  GoTernmeot  in  their  hande, 
and  all  the  linn;  agents  of  it  within  thdr  ahio- 
Inte  power,  hi  a  proof  to  the  contraiy;  linoe  it  is 
not  loedihle  that  the  orimioal  oomspondeDoa 
ahonld  have  existed  and  not  left  more  traces  of 
itsel£'* 

This  author  indeed  adds,  that  the  Indian 
Government  had  been  accused  of  forging 
these  papers  to  make  an  excuse  to  £em 
for  seizing  the  revenues  of  the  Camatio. 
But  he  shows  at  once  his  impartiality  uid 
bis  sagacity  when  he  observes  that  they 
could  not  have  fabricated  these  letters,  for 
if  they  had  resorted  to  a  fabrication  they 
would  have  fabricated  something  that 
would  have  proved  the  gailt  of  the  Ka- 
waba ;  whereaa  these  p<^n  proved  nothing. 
There  is,  therefore,  absolutely  no  proof 
that  the  Nawabs  ever  depurted  from  the 
strictest  principlee  of  good  fiuth  and  hon- 
our in  thmr  conduct  towatda  the  Beat 
India  Company.  Waa  not  this  chaige 
then  an  unworthy  excuse  to  impose  hard 
and  unjust]  terms  upon  the  Buocessor  of 
Omdut,  and  compel  him  to  grant  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  revenues  to  themselves, 
which  had  been  refused  by  his  father  and 
grandfather  as  an  act  of  d^rading  sab- 
mission?  That  such  was  tiie  di^nest 
policy  of  that  day,  and  that  the  princes 
were  innocent  of  the  treachery  charged, 
is  proved  by  every  genuine  document  to 
be  found  in  the  repotttoriM  «C  the  East 
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India  Gompany  and  the  Board  of  ControL 
To  tiie  authority  of  UiU  the  historian 
maj  be  added  the  atiU  higher  teBtimony 
of  Sir  Archibald  Campbell,  Governor  of 
Hadrai,  who,  at  the  very  period  when 
these  princes  are  nov  chu^ed  with  this 
secret  oorrespondenoe,  thna  wrote  to  the 
Ciourt  of  Direotors — 

"This  venenbl*  Prisoe  (WalUb  Jab)  would 
rather  sabjeot  himself  and  ramiljr  to  diffioaltjr  aod 
diatrau  than  be  thoaght  backward  for  a  single 
moment  in  ooatribating  most  liberallj  to  an^  ar^ 
rangement  wbiob  might  lead  eflbetaslly  to  the 
deinioo  and  prosperitj  of  the  Camatio.  I  hare 
mtrrowlf  watched  the  Nawab's  eondaot  and  sentl- 
ments  ainoe  mj  arriral  in  this  ooantrj,  and  I  am 
ready  to  deelare  that  I  do  not  think  it  ponible 
that  aa^  prince  or  pereon  on  earth  can  be  more 
sincere^  attached  to  the  proaperitf  of  tbo  bononr- 
aUe  Comjiuiy  tium  Bis  Higfaness  ;  or  tiut  any 
one  has  highnr  ehdms  to  their  fliToar  and  Ubei^ 
alitf." 

It  is  indeed  lamentable  to  reflect  npon  the 
dishonourable  and  degrading  sentiments 
expressed  in  these  times  by  men  of  high 
honour  and  high  station  when  once  they 
became  inroWed  in  the  tortuous  and  in- 
tricate policy  which  governed  our  inter- 
oourse  with  the  princes  of  India.  Lord 
Wellealey  appears  to  haye  refeiTcd  the  de- 
signs of  the  Indian  Council  upon  the  Car- 
natio  to  the  Home  Ooveroment,  who  in 
their  tnm  consulted  Lord  ComwdUsi  then 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  Hare  ia  tiiat 
nobleman's  reply — 

•*  Mr.  DtmdM  tent  me  hoei  VelledeT't  letter, 
and  his  answer  and  papers  reapeoting  the  Nawab 
of  Areot.  I  told  him  that  I  wiibed  the  Nawab 
to  be  w  managed  aa  either  to  frighten  him  ao 
much  aa  to  tadnoe  him  to  sire  np  the  manage- 
ment of  the  conntrr,  or  tommith  a  pretext  for 
taking  it  from  bim.' 

Sir,  no  Uinister,  or  statesman,  or  gentle- 
man of  England  would  dare  to  write  such 
a  letter  as  this  in  the  present  day ;  bat  it 
does  somehow  or  other  occur  tiiat  men, 
even  of  the  highest  honour  and  character, 
when  they  come  to  AbbI  with  the  affiura 
of  India  and  its  people,  and  its  princes 
and  their  poesesrions,  do  look  upon  men 
and  things,  and  focts  and  prinoiples, 
and  acts,  and  duties  through  a  medium 
whidi  discolours  all  that  they  look  at, 
and  leads  them  to  entertain  views  of 
policy  and  of  human  action  which  ex- 
cite the  wonder  of  the  rest  of  mankind. 
The  unworthy  hint  of  Lord  Comwaliis 
was  taken.  Instructions  were  sent  by  the 
Governor  Gfeneral  to  the  Governor  of  Ka- 
draa,  and  the  very  hour  that  Omdut-ul- 
Omrah  expired  a  file  of  soldiers  entered 
the  palace  of  the  Kawaba  i  and  the  &mily 
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of  the  deoeaaed  nrinoe  were  forbidden  to 
meddle  even  wiui  his  corpse,  which  was 
scarcely  cold,  without  the  authority  of  the 
Company's  officers.  Omdut-ul-Omrah  had 
left  an  only  son,  Ali  Houssain,  then 
eighteen  years  of  age ;  and  after  him  the 
next  heir  was  Azeem-ul-Bowlah,  nephew 
of  the  deceased  Nawab  Omdut-id-Omrah, 
and  father  of  Azeem  Jah  the  now  claimant. 
It  is  at  this  stage  of  the  history  that  we 
must  pause  for  a  moment  and  consider  the 
defence  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
oppoute  in  the  name  of  the  Crown,  as  the 
successor  of  the  East  India  Company,  now 
makes  to  the  demands  of  the  prince.  A 
right  hon.  Gentleman  once  a  Member  of 
the  Government,  the  Member  for  Calne 
(Mr.  Lowe),  in  a  former  debate  rested  the 
case  of  tlte  GoTemment  on  what  he  was 

S leased  to  call  the  simple  fiutt  that  the 
Tawab  (he  did  not  say  which  or  when) 
was  gnilfy  of  treason  to  lAie  British,  and 
so  forfeited  his  throno  and  dominions, 
which  were,  therefore,  justly  seized  by  the 
East  India  Company.  And  this  dennoe 
was  immediately  adopted  by  tiie  first 
Minister  of  the  Crown.  But,  Sir,  I  now 
in  the  presence  both  of  the  noble  Lord  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  declare,  with  all 
deference  to  them  both,  that  there  is  not 
the  slightest  foundation  in  fact  for  this 
statement.  The  Governor  General,  in  the 
then  precarious  and  unsettled  state  of 
British  power  in  India,  would  not  have 
ventured  upon  a  step  which  would  have 
alarmed  every  Native  prince  with  whom 
we  were  in  alliaoce,  and  perhaps  provoked 
anotiier  war  in  which  our  opponents  might 
again  have  been  supported  by  France. 
The  Company  never  did  depose  a  Nawab, 
or  seize  the  Camatic  as  thar  own,  or  by 
proclamation,  or  even  a  Minute  of  Council, 
or  any  other  open  act  put  an  end  to  the 
dynasty  of  this  race  ta  prinees,  or  deny 
or  question  the  effect  of  the  treaties 
uawt  which  the  Nawabship  was  gua- 
ranteed to  them  and  tibeir  heirs  for  ever, 
until  they  rinsed  to  reoogDize  the  succes- 
sion of  the  present  claimant,  Azeem  Jah, 
in  1856,  retuning  the  territories  and  tiie 
revenues  which  had  been  made  over  to 
them  in  1801,  and  seizing  and  appropriat- 
ing to  themselves  the  one-fifth,  or  £1 16,000 
a  year  which  had  been  reserved  to  the 
Nawab.  What  the  Governor  General  really 
did  was  first  to  question  and  throw  sus- 
picions upon  the  legitimacy  of  Ali  Hous- 
sain, the  son  of  the  last  Nawab,  and  so 
make  a  case  of  disputed  successioQ,  npon 
which  the  Company  taif^i  choose  between 
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theoontendifigtwiididatesi  andtiieii,viiioh- 
erer  it  might  prefer,  bring  up  the  charge 
of  treeoh«7  aepunst  the  deoeued  Nawabe, 
dedare  that  their  guilt,  had  dewended  upon 
their  innocent  Buccessora,  and  bo  compel 
them  to  yield  to  Uiem  the  collection  of  the 
revenaes  which  they  had  striven  in  Tain  to 
exact  from  Wallah  Jah.  These  were  the 
instructions  of  Lord  Wellesley  to  Lord 
Clive,  whUe  Omdut-ul-Omrah  was  yet 
aliTe,  and  acted  upon  with  his  son  and  hia 
nephew,  upon  hia  death,  resulting  in  the 
Treaty  of  1801. 

"  Variooa  ntmonrs  Mdst  relatlva  to  the  birtb 
of  tbo  person  of  whom  the  Nanb  Omdat-nl- 
Omnh  detduM  himulf  to  be  th«  &tber ;  it  U. 
hoirenr,  oertftin  that  the  mother  of  this  joung 
mas  is  of  looee  origia,  and  that  she  wu  Derer 
married  to  the  Nawab.  It  is  reaeoDable  to  be- 
Uere  that  the  neoeaaloB  vlt  this  joan%  man 
wonld  be  Alt  aa  an  injurf  to  the  ri^t  of  the 
hio  Ameer'e  eon,  by  all  who  mif^t  think  ik- 
▼onmbl7  of  the  latter*!  title  ;  and  all  BDoh  per- 
•sons  would  aadoabtedlf  use  eTorj  praetioable 
effort  to  defeat  inoh  a  euooesaion.  Under  the 
circmnatanoee  nrither  party  eonld  eUm  oar  sup- 
port onder  ntirtbig  treaties ;  and  fn  desormlaing 
to  whom  your  mpport  shoold  be  grmntod,  we  are 
at  liberty  to  ooniider  tbe  eeourity  of  Great  Bri- 
tain'e  interest!  in  tbe  Caroatio,  and  the  general 
^sperity  of  the  country,  aud  the  happineas  of  its 
peoide  as  the  primaiy  i^jeeta  both  of  our  right 
and  dn^.  On  tliis  {Hinei^,  It  Is  manUbat,  that 
frtm  tbt  oaadidato  wbnn  we  waj  reaidTe  to  rain 
to  the  Hnaand.  we  may  justly  require  the  most 
unple  pledges  for  the  e^tual  remedy  of  the  evilB 
which  DOW  afflict  the  Camatic.  For  this  pur- 
pose the  suooessor  of  Omdut-nl-Omrah  most  be 
required  to  snnmder  to  the  Oompany,  in  the 
most  abaolste  manner,  tho  Oiril  and  Hilituy 
Adminiatmtionof  the  CanutUe,  not  retaining  pos- 
session of  a  single  fbrtreas,  nor  maintaining  an 
irmed  force,  noder  any  pretext  whatever.  No 
other  amngemaat  worn  be  adeqoato  to  tbe  at- 
Uinment  of  tbe  IndispeosiMs  oUsots  lUdi  bare 
beenstatMl." 

To  Ali  Housaain,  the  boy  of  eighteen, 
■eoordingly  the  overtorea  were  made.  He 
was  told  OT  the  charges  gainst  bis  fittho-, 
ud  his  graad&^er,  and  required  to  sor- 
lender  what  they  had  reftiaed  to  part  with, 
flie  entire  dvil  admxnistntisa  of  the  Car- 
natio.  He  also  steadily  refbsed,  and 
theiemna  the  illegWiuey  was  bron^t 
ftnwam ;  the  Oompany  were  all-powerful, 
and  AH  Houssain  was  set  ande.  Azeem- 
ul-Dowlah  waa  next  applied  to ;  the  same 
aignments  were  need,  the  same  oonditions 
exacted ;  and  he  at  length  yielded,  and  die 
TkMty  of  1801  was  ctHulnded.  Now, 
down  to  the  momoit  of  tin  sign^nre  of 
tlus  treaty,  the  hereditary  r^t  of  the 
princes  of  titis  house  to  suooeed  to  the 
Knsnud  or  sovereignty  of  their  ancestors 
wasted  nuimpairtd  and  uaqoestioDed.  The 
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Cnnpany  hanng  bnra^t  about  a  dispato 
as  to  the  snooesuon,  might  duwse  between 
the  rival  pretenden*  uid  oonte  the  Nsr 
wabship  upon  the  oandidate  of  their 
choice.  But  the  Nawabah^  exiated; 
and  the  Camatao  and  ita  reveiuies  be- 
longed aubjeot  to  the  provirions  of  the 
treaties,  but  according  to  the  treaties  to 
the  right  heir,  whoever  he  might  be.  The 
Company  adopted  and  accepted  an  heir, 
Aaeem-ul-Dowlah,  whose  title,  it  may  be 
observed  in  passing,  became  perfect  and 
indisputable  in  the  following  year,  1802, 
when  his  cousin,  Ali  Houssain,  died  with- 
out issue;  and  the  sole  question  now 
between  the  Crowu  and  this  unfortunate 
prince  ia  whether  the  terms  of  this 
Treaty  of  1801  are  such  as  to  ex  tin-  * 
guish  and  destroy  the  hereditary  cha- 
racter of  the  Nawabship,  and  to  limit  its 
existence  to  the  life  of  Azeem-ul-Dowlah, 
BO  that  at  hia  death,  even  had  he  died  the 
next  year  or  tiie  next  day,  the  Kawabship 
came  to  an  end ;  his  sen  and  his  descea* 
dants  became  private  individoals,  subjects 
of  Her  Majesfy,  and  their  revenues, 
including  tlu  one-fifth  or  £116,000  a 
year  reserved  by  the  treaty,  became  the 
property  of  the  Company ;  the  next  heir, 
the  whole  family,  and  their  posterity  for 
ever,  left  absolutely  destitute,  and  depen- 
dent upon  the  bounty  or  charity  of  the 
Company,  or  their  countrymen,  once  their 
subjects,  tor  their  daily  bread.  That,  Sir, 
is  tbe  question  which  I  desire  to  submit 
upon  the  construction  of  this  treaty  to  a 
Ckimmittee  of  this  House.  But  before  I 
come  to  the  treaty  itself,  I  would  appeal 
to  this  House  whether  if  it  was  really 
intended  by  the  Company  to  put  an  end 
for  ever  to  this  dynasty,  to  grant  the  title 
to  this  one  Nawab  for  the  tenn  of  hie  own 
life  only,  and  at  his  death  to  seise  his 
revenues  and  possessiooB,  and  leave  Ms 
family  be^ars,  it  was  not  th«r  bonndm 
dufy,  upon  every  principle  irf  honour  taA. 
ttai  dealing,  to  tell  him  so  in  ttqtress 
terms,  and  let  him  jadge  for  hima^ 
whether  he  would  accept  tiie  treaty  upcm 
such  oonditions.  Now,  what  was  the 
language  used  to  these  princes,  and  by 
which  one  of  them  was  at  last  induced  to 
cede  the  revenuee  and  agree  to  the  treaty  ? 
We  find  it  in  tbe  Report  of  the  Conunu- 
sionere  appointed  to  treat  witit  them ;  and 
hoe  it  is — 

**  We  then  lafbrmed  tbo  Ebaos  tbst  the  oely 
remedy  applieable  to  the  errors  of  the  preeent 
Government  of  the  Carnatio  waa  the  nbsfeitatfon 
of  OM  pswsniait  aafthoritr,  taJiM  cf  Aos- 
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ttuUac  SDtboritf  wUah  hftd  hithiorto  nlMutod ; 
tbftt  toe  approprUtion  at  the  naonroei  of  th« 
Carnstio,  during  the  Gorenunent  of  the  Nawab 
nod  ondm-  the  presanre  of  aotaal  war,  bad  been 
fimnd  from  txpnimum  to  be  iDoompatible  with  the 
(Atjeeti  of  the  alliaaoe ;  asd,  tbertfore,  the  onljr 
adeoute  wenrit?  for  the  right  and  intereet  of  the 
Btitish  Government  in  the  Camatic  againat  the 
dangera  with  which  thej  hare  been  menaced  was 
the  entire  and  ezoluaireadoiiniatration  oftheoiTil 
and  militarj  Qorernment  of  the  Camatio.  We 
•eeordin^  informed  tiw  Kbani  thai  tiiii  ooadi- 
tion  wonld  bm  the  ba^  of  the  arrangement 
which  It  waa  our  intention  to  propose  to  them. 
Najeeb  Khan  obeerred  that  aoeh  a  propoaition  waa 
eawalated  to  fraatrate  the  profoeaed  object  of  the 
arrangement  i  for  if  the  entire  Ghnremment  of  the 
OamMio  iltonld  be  tranaferred  to  the  handa  of  the 
Company,  the  aUtion  of  Nawab  of  the  Camatio 
wonld  be  anntliUated.  We  replied  to  the  Ehana 
that  the  eonditlon  now  proposed  aotnalljr  exiated 
in  the  Treatiea  of  1787 and  1793 :  and  that  althongh 
the  entire  ciril  and  militarr  Goreroment  ef  the 
Caroatie  had  been  tranaferred  under  the  operation 
of  that  oonditioB  to  the  ezeliiaiTe  administration  of 
the  Oompnnr,  no  doubt  waa  entertained  that  the 
rank  and  dignity  of  Uahomed  AU  and  Omdnt-nl- 
Omrah,  aa  the  Mawaba  of  the  OamaUe,  had  been 
fteewred.  We,  thmfore,  drew  this  eonolasint— 
that  tho  rank  and  dignitj  of  tba  Nawab  the 
Oarnatie  cooU  not  be  iqjured  hy  extending  the 
operation  of  that  eondltitm  ;  and  that  ttie  objeot 
of  proposing  an  amicable  adjustment,  instead  of 
mioeeding  to  ezereiae  the  rights  acquired  hj  the 
British  GoTemment,  was  manifestlj  founded  on 
the  desire  of  preserving  to  the  ftmilj  the  rank, 
dignitiee,  and  ^tendonr  of  the  Nawaba  of  the 
Carnatio." 

To  this,  though  Alt  Honseain  rejected  the 
propoacJB  of  t^e  CommiBnonera,  bia  oonsin 
at  last  fielded  ;  and  the  treaty  was  signed. 
The  Company,  while  agreeing  expresaly 
to  confirm  all  former  treaties  which  made 
the  dignity  hereditary  for  erer,  desired 
only  to  modify  the  statement  that  Azcem- 
ul-Bowlah  had  auoceeded  by  hereditary 
right,  and  declare  that  he  had  been  estab- 
lished by  the  Company ;  whieh  was,  in- 
deed, the  tmth.  But  even  this  wai  not 
insisted  on,  in  case  the  Nawab  shoold 
objeot  to  the  ohuge.  On  the  18th  of 
Augiiat,1801,LordWel]eaI«7thiia  writes— 

"  Hb  ExcaUeooy  in  Coaaoll,  therefore,  does  not 
eonsider  the  objection  to  he  of  sufficient  foroe  to 
preclude  the  ratifleation  of  the  treaty  in  ita  actual 
form  ;  nor  does  he  deem  the  proposed  alterations 
to  he  of  each  importanee  aa  that  tiie;  riioold 
be  poposed  to  His  Uighnees  the  Nawab  Aioem- 
al-Dowlah,  at  the  liasard  of  forfoitiog  anj  of  the 
advantages  alreadj  acquired,  or  even  of  euritlng 
any  degne  of  alarm  and  jealousy  in  the  mind  of 
His  Highneas  Aieem-ol>Dowlali." 

But  the  prinoe,  who  relied  npon  the  good 
fiuth  of  the  Company,  accepted  the  change 
without  hesitation ;  and  the  words  except- 
ed to  wen  omitted,  andihe  tnatnr  deolared 
that— 


"  The  Prince  Atsem-Dl-Dowlah  Bahadoor  has 
been  established  by  the  East  India  Company  fat 
the  rank,  properbr,  and  possessions  of  Us  aneea- 
tors,  heretofive  Nawabs  of  the  Canatle.*' 

How  ooold  he  be  estahliabed  in  "the 
rank  of  hia  ancestors  heretofore  Nawabs 
of  the  Camatio"  if  he  became  a  Kawab 
for  hia  life  only,  and  the  rank  was  to  cease 
at  hia  death }  I  come  now  to  the  treaty 
itself,  upon  which  the  question  is  whether 
it  reoognises  the  prince  as  established  in 
the  hereditary  rank  and  dignity  of  his 
predecessors,  Nawabs  of  the  Caraatic,  or 
whether  it  is  an  agreement  that  he  is  to 
eojc^  the  dignity  for  his  life  only,  and 
that  it  is  to  terminate  for  erer  at  his 
death  i  the  Company,  however,  retaining 
th»  rerenaes  which,  by  the  treaty  the 
Nawab  has  ceded  to  them,  and  they  hare 
aooepted  from  him*  in  perj^toity  for  ever. 
And  first  the  treaty  recites  that  it  is 
made— 

"  For  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  defects  of  all 
fonner  engagements,  and  of  eatabllablng  the  oon* 
neetion  between  the  said  oontraoting  puiies  on  a 
permanent  basis  of  security  in  all  times  to  oome." 

Then  after  farther  deolariDg  that  it  is 
made  "  fbr  settling  the  succession,"  and 
again  providing  in  the  lat  Article  that— 

«"nw  Nawab  is  established  in  the  state  and 
rank  with  the  dignltlea  dependent  thereon,  of  his 
ancestors,  Nawwe  «f  the  Camatio,  and  the  po»- 
eserien  thereof  gnaiaatesd  by  the  honofahle  Com- 
paoy." 

The  2nd  Artiole,  in  this  plain  and  most 
preoise  language,  eontinues  the  ^Tisioss 

of  former  foeatie^— 

Soeh  parts  of  the  treaties  heretofore  oonolnded 
between  the  said  East  India  Company  and  their 
Highnesses  heretofore  Nawabs  of  the  Camatio, 
as  are  eahwlated  to  strengthen  the  alllaDoe,  to 
eemeni  the  ftiendAlp,'atid  to  Identify  the  Ini^ 
rsati  of  the  oootmothiff  partlss,  are  hml^  re- 
neind  and  oo^naed." 

Sir,  among  the  treaties  thus  referred  to, 
and  renewed  and  confirmed  is  the  Treaty 
of  1768,  between  the  East  India  Company 
and  WaJlab  Jah,  and  other  powers  of  In- 
dia, containing  in  Article  7  the  following 
provision ; — 

"  The  eacalted  and  Ulnstrima  Emparor,  Shah 
AIIbbs,  havinf  been  passed  to  mat  to  Wallah 
Jab  and  hie  ridest  sea,  aad  timr  heira  for  erar, 
the  government  of  the  Camatio,  Payen  Qhaat, 
and  the  eonntriea  dependent  thereon  (and  the 
Niaam  having  agreed  to  release  him  and  bia  belrs 
in  anooeasion  for  erer  from  all  dependence  en  the 
Deooao)  it  is  now  agreed  and  aduiowledged  that 
the  said  Nawab  Wallah  Jab,  and  after  him  hia 
son  and  their  heira  and  auooeasors,  ahall  eidoy  for 
ever,  *«.,  the  goTsnnantar tba  C«»^:^^Io 
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Kowt  Br,  I  ^use  at  this  wnnt  of  Uie 
treatr*  end  Benonsl^  would  aak  the  House 
wheUier  it  is  posnble  to  deny  tiie  here- 
ditary right  of  this  line  of  princes  con- 
eistenUy  with  t^is  solemn  renewal  and 
confirmation  of  former  treaties,  one  of 
them  thus  declaring  that  the  reigniog  Na- 
wab  (Wallah  Jah),  and  after  him  his  son, 
and  their  heirs  in  sncceseion,  shall  enjoy 
for  ever  the  Ooremment  of  the  Camatic. 
To  this  treaty  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  East  India  Company  in  India  having 
been  superseded  by  Act  of  Parliament,  Her 
ICajesty  the  Queen  has  now  become  a  part^. 
The  most  eminent  jurists  and  lawyers  in 
this  country  and  in  India,  Dr.  TraTers 
Twiss,  Mr.  Lush,  the  Queen's  Counsel, 
Hr.  Norton,  Advocate  (General  in  India, 
have  all  mdiesitatingly  pronounced  their 
dedded  opinion  in  &Tonr  of  these  claims 
nnder  this  treatr;  and  I  challenge  the 
Ifinistera  of  the  Grown  to  produce  a  single 
opinion  to  1^  contrary  by  any  member  of 
any  Bar  witibin  Sa  Hajeet^^  dominions. 
Bir,  I  hasten  on  to  the  ouKunnon  of  this 
treaty.  I  deny  that  a  siDgle  word  is  to 
be  found  within  it  which  points  to  a  limi- 
tation of  the  dignity  to  the  life  of  the 
reigning  Nawab.  The  3rd  Article  speaks 
of  "  the  alliance  between  the  ancestors  of 
the  Nawab  and  the  English  nation."  The 
4th  provides  that— 

"  Tbe  fhtl  and  exelnuTt  right  to  tbe  nTeanea 
of  tbe  C&rnitia  (with  the  exoeption  of  inoh  por- 
tion thereof  u  ehaU  be  »{n«prUted  to  the  nuin- 
tonanee  of  tin  Navab  and  for  the  mpport  of  hu 
dignitf)  iball  bo  ftr  erw  verted  fa  the  Company." 

How  can  it  bo  contended  that  the  Nawabs 
were  to  part  witii  their  revenues — then 
upwards  of  half  a  million,  now  several 
millions  a  year  —  for  ever,  and  the  6th 
reserved  to  themselves,  and  never  parted 
with  at  all,  was  to  pass  away  from  them 
and  bo  forfeited  at  the  death  of  one  who 
might  not  live  a  month  ?  How  oould  the 
Company  accept  these  la^  revenues  in 
perpetuity,  from  an  individual  who  was 
only,  as  they  now  say,  poaseaaed  of  them 
fin*  lifb  }  I  now  oome  to  the  5th  Article, 
which  is  in  these  terms — 

"  It  is  lunbj  ttlpolated  and  agreed  that  one- 
flfth  partof  the  net  rerenuesof  the  CamatU  ihall 
be  annually  allotted  for  tbe  maintesaooe  and  eap- 
port  of  tbe  nid  Nawab  and  of  bii  own  immediate 
&inilj,  inoloding  tbe  Mahal  of  bit  Bighnen  the 
Ameer-ol-Omrah,  and  the  eaid  flfkb  part  tball  be 
paid  bj  tbe  Company  in  monthlj  initalmente, 
Ac..  Ao." 

It  is  this  porticoi  of  the  revoines,  amount- 
ing  as  I  have  stated  to  £116,000  a  year, 
vmch  after  beiog  duly  paid  under  this 
Sir  FiUBo^  XtUg 


treaty  to  Aseem-nl-Dowlah,  to  hu  atm  and 
bis  grandson,  from  1801  to  1865  Oe  East 
Inc^  Company  have  withheld  fnnn  tiie 
next  heir  Prince  Azeem  Jah,  and  coiUfis- 
cated  and  appropriated  to  their  own  use, 
iusultiag  him  with  tiie  offer  of  £10.000, 
afterwards  increased  to  £15,000  a  year  for 
his  life.  So  much  then  for  the  traaty  it- 
self; and  I  now  proceed  to  show  that  not 
only  did  the  Company  nero:  intimate  or 
hint  to  the  Nawab  that  the  sovereigoty  of 
his  family  was  to  end  with  life,  but  the 
contrary  was  held  out  to  him.  to  his 
family,  to  the  other  princes  of  India,  and 
to  the  world,  in  every  public  doonmeni  of 
which  any  trace  is  now  to  bo  found.  It 
was  notified  to  the  Qovemor  of  Bombay 
and  other  authorities  that — 

"  His  Higfaneet  Prinoe  Azeem-nl-Dowlah  hav- 
ing entered  into  engagements  for  the  espren  pur- 
pose of  reviTing  tbe  aUianoe  between  the  Company 
and  his  illostrious  aneeston,  and  of  establishing 
an  adequate  security  for  tbe  British  interests  in 
tbe  Gvna^,  tbe  British  Gorenunent  bad  now 
resolTod  toezeottte  its  rights  and  its  power,  ondsr 
ProTidenee,  in  sn[^rting  and  estaUishiog  the 
hereditary  preteaiiuis  of  tbe  Prinoe  Asaem-al* 
Dowlah  Babadon'  ia  the  Sonbadmy  vt  the  Car* 
natie." 

As  early  as  the  month  of  December,  1801, 
tbe  Qovemor  of  Madras  addressed  the 
family  in  these  tOTms — 

"  That  tbe  new  arranfemMt  was  Bade  to  Re- 
serve to  that  respectable  fiunily  its  aneieai  tank 

among  tbe  princes  in  Hindustan. 

*'  That  when  the  Nawab  Aseem-nl-Oowlab  was 
raised  to  tbe  rank  of  Nawab  of  tbe  Camatic  bis 
Highness  succeeded  to  tbe  rights  of  his  illuatriooi 
ancestors,  heretofore  Nawabe  of  Uw  Gamatio. 

"That  tbe  Nawab  Aieem-al-Dowlab,  whom 
God  preserve,  had  made  himself  the  instmment 
of  restoring  tbe  foundation  of  allbnoe  with  the 
British  GrOTemment  and  the  rank  and  dignity  of 
his  itlnatrioae  fiunily. 

"  That  it  is  incumbent  on  the  Briti^  Government 
to  respect  the  rights  acquired  by  His  Highness  by 
the  late  treaty ;  and  it  a  my  special  duty  to  resist 
every  attempt  which  may  be  niade  to  eneroRoh  on 
those  ri^t^  or  to  vicdate  the  prinoiplee  of  tbe 
alliaaoo  now  flnnij  and  porpetoidly  sitabUsbad." 

So  in  another  letter  from  Lord  CUre  we 
find  — 

*'  And  on  the  other  band,  the  foith  of  the  ez- 
eoutiTC  Goremment  is  pledged  by  a  treaty  to 
secure  to  the  Nawab  bis  rights  and  immnnities  in 
tbe  same  foil  and  ample  manner  as  they  liave 
heretofore  been  hj  his  Highness*  prsdaessiort, 
Nawabs  of  tbe  Oarnatio.'* 

But,  Sir,  we  have  also  a  very  remarkable 
testimony  to  the  conatmotion  put  upon 
this  Treaty  of  1801,  and  to  the  hereditary 
character  of  the  rank  recognized  in  the 
Ifawabf  upon  tbe  high  an&ority  of  tbe 
Duke  of  Wellington,  who  fia^  the  tenia- 
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nation  of  his  orrn  brilliant  career. in  India, 
took  a  deep  interest  in  the  eventa  and 
the  afhin  tn  that  country,  especially  dur- 
ing the  Goyemmeot  of  hie  brother  the 
Marqaesa  Welledoy.  In  l^e  Suppler 
montal  Despatchea  recently  pubUabed  by 
the  pneoit  BukOt  is  a  p^er  upon  Ihe  then 
state  of  India,  in  which  aftw  narrating 
vith  his  usual  accuracy  and  terseneu  the 
occurrences  in  the  family  of  the  Nawabs 
which  led  to  the  Treaty  of  1801,  the 
Dnke  concludes  his  rammary  in  these 
WOTds — 

*<Th«  Prinoe  Omdnt-nt-OmnUi'hsTiiig  agreed 
to  the  arrangemeot,  a  treaty  was  conoladed  hj 
wbioh  the  whole  of  the  Giril  and  Military  Go- 
Temment  of  the  Camatio  wag  traoaftrred  for  erer 
to  the  Company ;  and  the  Nawab  AiMiD-vl>Dowlah, 
and  his  hein,  were  to  preeoiTe  tiieir  title  and 
dimities,  and  to  reoelve  one-fifth  part  of  the  net 
rerennee  of  the  ootmtry." 

1%08  was  Ais  important  arrangement  eon- 
eluded  in  a  peaceable  manner,  by  whioh 
a  remedy  was  provided  for  all  uie  evils 
which  had  atteiued  the  former  connection 
between  the  Company  and  the  Nawabs  of 
the  Gamatic ;  additional  security  was 
given  to  the  British  QoTemotent.  and  an 
addition  of  £800,000  a  year,  value  of 
twenty  laca  of  stu  pagodas,  was  made  to 
thcdr  pecuniary  resoontea.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  state  in  dearer  or  more  emphatic 
terms  {he  whole  substance  and  true  mean- 
iog  and  efieot  of  this  treaty,  and  unless 
the  Duke  of  Wellington's  account  of  these 
transactions  is  to  be  set  aside  as  erroneous 
and  worthless,  it  is  perfectly  couolnsive 
of  the  question  before  the  House.  To  all 
this  must  be  added  the  view  evidently 
taken  of  the  treaty  by  the  advisers  of  the 
Crown  in  this  oountry.  Upon  the  news 
of  the  trwly  reaching  England  and  being 
oommnnicated  to  the  Bong,  Bis  Majeaty 
George  the  Third,  under  date  of  the  27ut 
of  January,  1804,  wrote  thus  — 

''Wa  oonmtolate  your  Higbnen  on  yoarac- 
esuion  to  the  Muannd  of  jroor  anoeators.  Tour 
Bighnen  maybe  aaanred  tlwtwe  ehall  teixe  every 
ooeaiion  of  afbrding  yoa  proofii  of  regard,  and  of 
eontinuing  to  your  Highness  and  to  yonr  fiunily 
our  Mpeoial  inendship  and  proteetion." 

And  the  same  impressifmprevBiledt^ngh- 
ont  the  Government  of  the  Uarqness  of 
Hastings.  In  the  jonmal  of  that  noble- 
man, published  after  his  death,  he  thus 
refers  to  a  conversation  with  Azeem-ul- 
Sowlah,  in  which  it  should  seem  that  the 
prinoe  eipressed  some  apprehensious  aa  to 
the  observanee  of  the  teeaty  by  the  Cem- 
pany  — 


"  I  answered  that  a  treaty  plighted  the  pnblio 
faith  of  the  nation,  so  that  it  most  be  my  duty  to 
maintain  its  terms  according  to  its  true  spirit, 
whioh  onfht  always  to  be  oonstmed  most  &vonr- 
ably  for  Uie  par^  whose  sole  dependenoe  was  ob 
the  honour  of  the  other." 

And  again — 

"  I  answered  that  the  ease  was  widely  dUbrent 
between  a  Tanqaished  eoony  and  the  representa- 
tive of  a  &mily  whioh  had  always  preserred  the 
moat  faithful  allianoe,  and  added  that  nothing 
should  erer  indnoe  me  to  give  a  eoloar  for  othMrt 
to  imply  a  doubt  which  I  myself  could  not  for  an 
instant  entertain." 

Sir,  these  are  sentiments  worthy  of 
the  representative  in  India  of  a  Bri- 
tish Sovereign  and  the  British  nation. 
But  we  now  come  to  the  time  when  if 
this  treaty  was  really  for  tbe  life  of 
A2eem-iil-I)owlah  only,  and  was  to  ter- 
minate at  his  dentil,  the  Sovereignty  must 
have  ceased ;  the  Company  must  have 
become  entitied  to  the  £116,000  a  year, 
and  the  son  of  the  Nawab  became  a  pen- 
noner  depraident  upon  their  bounty.  In 
1819,  AzMm-ul-Dowlah  cUed,  leaving  two 
Sims,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  Azum 
Jah ;  and  that  I  may  accurately  represent 
what  took  place  upon  that  event,  directiy 
bearing  upon  the  qiwetion  of  this  treaty, 
I  beg  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
Minute  of  the  Government  of  Madras,  and 
the  prompt  reply  of  the  Governor  General, 
Lord  Hastings — 

"Under  date  3nd  Ootober,  1819,  the  Madras 
Government  stated  to  that  of  India  that  it  would 
have  been  sattsbotoir  to  them  to  hare  been  in- 
formed vlMtlier  the  Governor  Geoeral  in  OonnoU 
oonndered  the  treaty  ooDeladed  with  the  late 
Nawab  on  the  3Ist  July,  1801,  to  have  guaran- 
teed the  snoceasion  to  tbe  Musnud  in  tbe  direct 
and  legitimate  line  of  descent  to  whtob  opinion 
;  they  themselTes  had  always  been  inclined,  as  well 
froia  the  spirit  in  wbioh  the  treaty  was  conoladed, 
as  from  tBe  tenor  of  its  jNrofessions,  and  also  from 
the  terms  of  the  dedlar^on  pabUshed  at  the 
period." 

Lord  Hastings,  in  i^y  to  the  suggestion 
of  a  new  troaty  with  Aznm  Jah,  ob- 
served— 

"  A  new  treaty  was  unnsoessary,  because  be 
considered  Bis  l^ghneea  to  be  ipio  faeto,  a  party 
to  the  treaty  eonclnded  with  hU  &tber  io  1801." 

This  total  absence  of  any  idea  that  the 
Nawabship  bad  ceased  to  be  hereditary, 
and  tiie  interpretation  of  the  treaty  now 
insisted  on  by  the  prinoe  is  proved  and 
confirmed  by  a  very  remarkable  Minute  of 
Sir  Thomas  Munro  during  the  reign  of 
Azeem  Jah.   It  was  to  tius  effisot — 

"  By  tbe  1st  Artlole  of  the  Treaty  of  1801,  tbe 
Nawab  Aseem-ol-Dowlah  Bahadoor  ia  fonnally  ee- 
tablished  in  the  state  and  rank,  with  the  dignities 
depeadeat  thereoD,  of  his  anoestws^ 
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«  By  the  M  Article  tb»  OompuydharfW  itMlf 
witli  the  nwtntmMiee  and  MpfMrt  neetUMrjtar 
the  defenee  of  the  CwiuUe,  mni  for  the  prouetton 
or  tb*  rMta,  panoa,  end  property  of  the  wM 
VtLinh :  aad  the  add  Kamb  Mipolstet  that  be 
will  not  enter  upon  »aj  n^etietloa  or  eorratpond- 
MHW  with  Mnj  Eoropean  or  Natire  Power,  Sc. 
By  this  the  Nawab  doea  not  relioqiiiah  hia  Soto- 
nignty ;  b«  merely  renewt  the  arnele  of  fmner 
treatiee.  by  which  he  enng«d  not  to  oorrespond 
with  foreign  Statea  wlthoat  the  oooaent  of  the 
Company. 

By  the  Stb  Aitiole,  one- fifth  part  of  the  net 
i«tonM  of  the  Ckmatle  ia  allowed  for  the  tnain- 
tenanee  and  tapport  of  the  aaid  Nawab.  The  fifth 
pwt  ia  hla  claim  ai  Sotereign  of  the  whole  Car- 
natlo.  It  ia  the  remuw  «bidi  romaina  after  pro- 
Tidiat  for  the  eiril  aad  niiUtary  ctaaqoa,  and  is 
proboby  aa  large  a  dear  rerenoe  as  was  re- 
oeirod^  aayof  hia  aaoeatore. 

•«  By  the  lOtfa  Artide  the  rank  of  the  Nawab  as 
prlnee  and  as  aa  ally  of  the  British  Gorenunent 
{•  dseUred.  No  ^ange  in  the  poUUeal  sitoation 
of  the  Mawab  has  taken  place  since  1801.  Qe  is 
■tiU  Prinea  of  the  Camatio,  and  ho  Is  a  party  to 
ttt  treaty  hf  wUoh  ooe-flfth  part  of  tbo  roreone 
li  eeoafod  to  UOL  Withovlabcwwhoftbetreaty 
we  oaanol  vlAoat  hia  OMwak  altw  any  (rf  the 

This  vas  wiittn  after  Aieem-til-DoTlah 
hsd  died,  and  had  been  Bnooeeded  by  hia 
BOD,  whom  Lord  Hastings  declared  to  be  a 
party  to  the  treaty.  It  is  utterly  imponi- 
ble  to  reconcile  this  with  the  constmotion 
of  the  treaty  first  put  forth  in  1856,  and 
now  persisted  in  by  Her  Uajesty's  Go- 
remment.  Bat  we  have  a  higher  autho- 
rity still  against  the  limited  oonstmction 
of  the  treaty.  It  is  no  less  than  that  of 
the  East  India  Company  themselves.  In 
1835  Azam  Jah  faimaelf  died,  and  wu 
aneoeeded  without  any  question  made  by 
his  son  Hafaomed  Ghonse,  a  minor.  Aaeem 
Tah,  the  prince  next  in  succession,  and 
the  now  cLunumt,  was  i^pointed  guiurdian 
and  recent;  and  to  lam  the  Onut  of 
Direetors  addressed  a  letter  in  &e  fbUow- 
ing  terms : — 

"  The  aeoesslon  of  Goolam  Mahomed  GbouM 
Khan  Bahadoor,  the  legitimate  son  of  the  late 
Nawab,  to  the  throne  of  Us  anoestors,  we  readily 
eonfirmed.  and  we  pray  God  Uiat  he  auy  long  liTe 
to  eiyoy  the  hooears  and  paspelnate  the  Une  of 
theaaeioBtaiid  iUostiioM  fiwUf  of  vhioh  he  is 
tlw  dsMMBdant  and  botr." 

And  still  later  the  Marquess  ot  Tweeddale, 
in  1843,  affirmed  the  right  of  these  priooes 
to  their  titles  and  dignities  by  a  Minute 
expceaely  treating  the  present  claimant 
Azeem  Jah  as  the  next  heir  in  succession 
to  the  then  reigning  Nawab.  Theaa  azs 
its  terms — 

"  Bis  Lordship  la  Oonnelt  obsarres,  that  His 
Bigbness  Prince  Aaeem  Jab  Bahadoor  (the  late 
Naih  i  Mooktar)  doss  not  hold  that  plaoe  la  List 

fir  JPuJesy  f 


No.  1  (of  tlw  Nawab*!  nlatim)  te  wUsh  be  is 
entitled  in  oonsidcmUoQ  of  the  podtion  be  baa 
lately  oecu]^  In  oonneetion  with  the  British 
Goremment,  and  of  that  which  he  stQI  faolds  in 
relation  to  His  Highness  the  Nawab,  and  to  his 
SBOOoaaion  to  the  Hnsnud.  It  k,  therefor^  r*- 
aolf  ed  that  the  name  of  Prince  Aaeem  Jah  Bali»> 
door  be  placed  first  on  the  list  of  the  mate  roUtiona 
of  His  Highness  the  Nawab." 

Thus,  Sir,  before  and  after  this  Treaty  of 
1801  the  treaty  itself,  and  every  docu- 
ment, pnblic  and  private,  that  emanated 
from  the  officers  of  the  Company  at  Ctl- 
cutta  or  Ifadras,  or  from  the  Company 
themselves,  or  from  the  Sovereign  of  this 
country  here,  reecgnised  and  oonBrmed  a 
hereditary  charact^  in  the  Nawabship  at 
the  Camatio.  And  it  was  not  till  1855, 
when  Uahomed  Ghonae  ejcpirad,  that  this 
foolish  tale  of  treason  imputed  to  the.  pro- 
genitors of  the  prince  some  sixty  or 
seventy  years  before  was  revived— a  false 
and  contradictory  oonsteuotion  put  upon 
the  Treaty  of  1801;  and  the  representa- 
tive and  heir  of  the  most  faithfol  and  de- 
voted, of  the  allies,  who  had  stood  by  us 
in  all  our  struggles  and  distresses  and 
perils,  set  aside  with  the  cold  and  heart- 
'  leas  contumely  of  official  deqjtotism,  ami 
degraded  to  the  rank  of  a  sul^eot  and  tiie 
condition  of  a  dependent  upon  the  bounfy 
of  his  oppressors.  Sir,  I  address  mysfuf 
now  especially  to  the  Uinistera  of  the 
Crown.  The  East  India  Compai^  uiat 
no  longer;  and  if  the  genenu  tenor  of 
their  policy  is  to  be  judged  of  by  thdr 
conduct  in  1855  towards  this  prince,  it  ia 
well  that  th^  power  has  paaaed  away 
from  them^  and  that  a  higher  and  greater 
administn^r  has  become  the  ruler  of  the 
people  of  India,  and  the  disposw 
the  deetiniea  of  its  Natin  princes.  The 
Queen  has  now  assumed  the  government 
of  that  country,  and  declared  herself  the 
protectress  of  its  princes.  I  entreat  the 
House  to  consider  the  language  of  Her 
Majesty's  proolamation.  It  s^ks  in 
these  terms  to  the  princes  of  India — 

"  We  hereby  anBoanoe  to  the  Natire  priaees 
of  India  that  ail  trsaties  and  engagemeota  aiade 
with  them,  by  or  ander  the  antberity  of  the 
Hononrable  East  India  Gempaay,  are  by  m  a»- 
oeptod,  and  vlll  he  sempnlonHy  maintained  j  and 
we  look  for  the  Hke  ohasrfanas  en  their  paH.  Wo 
desiro  no  oxtonsloo  of  oar  presint  tstrltorial  pos< 
sessions ;  and  while  wo  will  permit  no  aggression 
apon  onr  dominions,  or  our  rights  to  be  attempted 
with  impnnliy,  we  shall  sanotlon  no  eneroaoh- 
ment  on  those  of  others.  We  shall  reject  the 
ri^ts.  digntty,  and  bOMor  of  oar  Nattve  prlnoss 
as  oar  own.  and  we  desire  that  they,  aa  well  as 
onr  own  aal^ieets,  sheald  Mtfoy  that  prosparifyand 
aoclal  adraooement  which  can  only  be  ssoared  by 
iatomai  psaesaad  good  gerenui^" 
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Sir,  khii  prinM  hu  never  dono  an  aoi  to 
forfeit  the  goodwill,  the  oonntenaiioe,  the 
iwoteotini  of  the  Qoeen.  In  the  unhappy 
criuB  of  1867,  thoagh  smartiog  under  die 
inaolts  and  the  injaries  of  the  Company, 
he  itood  faithfully  and  loyally  by  t£e 
British  Crown  and  the  Britiiii  people. 
He  is  the  high-priest  of  the  Uahomet- 
an  rdigicai  in  uiose  parti,  and  be  ex- 
enised  the  iofloeDoe  which  that  oharao- 
ter  oonibned  upon  him,  to  tranfoillize 
and  padfy  the  people  aroimd  him,  and 
while  agitation  and  disturbanoe  prevailed 
thcoaghoat  more  than  half  of  our  do- 
minions in  the  East,  Madras  and  the  Car- 
natio  were  at  peace.  Sir,  I  am  notinsen- 
sibk  to  the  inconveniences  that  may  arise 
from  the  existence  of  a  namber  of  these 
titular  sovereigns  above  or  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  law  scattered  throughout  In- 
dia, with  numerous  families  and  retdnues, 
of  different  habits  and  different  codes  of 
morality  £rom  ourselves,  with  us  and 
among  us,  but  not  of  us.  I  cannot, 
however,  admit  that  these  considerations 
should  prevail  against  the  great  and  uni- 
versal  and  ereriuting  principles  of  truth, 
good  fiiith,  and  jnstiee.  When  I  last  ad- 
dressed this  House  on  bdialf  of  the  prinoe, 
thoagh  I  ventured  nptm  an  opinion,  I 
eoold  hold  oat  no  pledge  at  to  toe  Aiture. 
Now,  however,  I  have  the  authority  of 
Hia  Highness  to  say  that  he  ia  ready  to 
^;ree  to  a  oonvention,  to  be  Banctionea  bj 
an  act  of  the  LegislataTe  of  India,  undw 
which  his  family  and  d^pendent^  with 
the  angle  ezoeption  of  the  heii^pparent 
for  the  time  being  would  become  in  all 
respeots  subject  to  the  law,  and  the  juris- 
diction of  the  courts.  Sir,  I  shall  not 
mter  upon  the  vexed  question  of  the 
policy  of  annexation  in  India,  which  has 
divided  public  opinion  and  left  the  world 
in  doubt  whether  impartial  history  here- 
after will  confer  undying  fame  and 
honour,  or  throw  deep  discredit  ap<m  the 
neat  names  and  the  mem(Hy  of  Lord 
Balhonne  and  Lord  Canning.  It  may  be 
a  profitable  and  a  beneficial  policy  to  Eng- 
land to  annex  to  its  already  gigantio  pos- 
sesnons  the  tenitcates  of  evwy  prinoe  in 
India,  from  Cape  Coounrin  to  uie  confines 
of  China.  Bat  no  policy  can  be  sound 
and  good  which  wars  agunst  the  etonal 
and  nndianging  winoiples  of  justice.  It 
u  to  these  uat  I  appeal,  when  I  ask  of 
this  House  not  to  pronounce  a  decision 
upon  these  claims,  but  to  put  them  in 'a 
course  of  fitirand  impartial  inquiry.  If  the 
result  of  that  inquiry  be  that  the  olaiiliB  are 


groundless,  the  Qovermnent  will  have  sa- 
tisfied the  House  and  the  country  that  it 
has  done  its  duty.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  dooumenta,  the  high  legal  authorities, 
the  undoubted  and  unquestionable  facta 
which,  though  at  great  and  inconvenient 
length,  I  have  but  sparingly  and  ottrsorily 
snbmitted  to  the  House,  should  be  found 
to  prove,  as  I  feel  that  th^  do  prove, 
that  these  claims  are  rif^teous  and  just, 
then  I  oannot  doubt  that  tiie  Ministors  of 
the  Grown  wiU  haaten  to  repair  the  wrong 
that  has  been  done,  and  this  House  will 
have  vxenaaed  its  saered  and  inestunable 
privilege  of  granting  protection  and  re- 
dress to  the  helpless  and  the  oppressed, 
when  no  other  tribunal  exists  upon  the 
earth  to  which  they  can  appeaL  I  beg. 
Sir,  to  conclude  by  moving— 

"  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  !n- 
qnire  into  the  olaimi  of  Bis  Highness  Prinoe 
Aieem  Jah  to  the  title  and  dignity  of  the  Na«ab 
of  the  Camatio,  and  the  olaimi  d  bit  Higbneei 
under  a  treat/  entered  into  ia  1801  between  the 
HoDOonblo  the  East  India  Oompanr  and  His 
Bi^mess  Prince  Aseem-ttl-DowUb." 

Kb.  SMOLLETT,  in  seconding  the  Mo- 
tion, vrished  to  say  a  few  wwAs.  He 
knew  that  the  Secretary  of  Stato  for 
India  (Sir  CharlcB  Wood)  liked  to  hear 
everything  tiwt  ooold  be  said  agaiost  hia 
Department  before  replying,  and  he  would 
indulge  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  in 
that  respect.  Language  had  not  been 
given  to  him  to  cono«l  hia  thoughia. 
He  would  not  touch  on  the  I^al  phasea 
of  the  question,  which  had  already  been 
sufficiently  treated;  besides  which  the 
case  was  one  so  plain  and  simple  that 
"he  who  ran  might  read,"  and,  moreover) 
Lord  Harris  had  never  token  the  trouble 
of  consulting  any  legal  person  in  the  mat- 
ter. Having  himself  last  Session  brought 
forward  a  Motion  of  the  suae  nature  as 
this,  and  dwelt  at  considerable  length  on 
tke  detaila  of  the  ease,  he  would  on  the 
present  occasion  merely  stoto  how  the 
matter  had  been  disposed  of  in  India,  and 
how  it  was  l«ft  in  that  Houie  last  year. 
To  enable  the  Xfoose,  however,  to  under- 
stand hia  aqcnment  they  must  beer  in 
mind  the  broad  fcatnrei  m  the  case.  Th^ 
most  remember  that  the  last  Kawab  of 
the  Camatio  died  in  October,  185fi,  being 
then  possessed  of  a  titular  dignity  and  of  a 
considerable  revenue  attached  thereto,  held 
under  tiie  provisions  of  a  treaty  entered 
into  in  1801.  The  prinoe  who  died  in 
IBfiS  had  succeeded  in  1835,  when  a  child, 
to  hia  £ftther,  who  then  died,  and  the 
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father  had  meoeeded  in  1819  to  his  High- 
ness Azeem-nl-Dowlah,  the  prince  vith 
Thorn  tiw  Treaty  of  1801  was  made. 
There  were  thus  three  generations  of 
princes  in  soceesBton.  When  the  last 
pvittoe  died,  in  18Sfi,  flie  iwht  of  snooes- 
Bim  was  claimed  1^  his  imtue,  his  fiither's 
brother — a  prince  who  had  himself  been 
created  by  Sir  Thomas  Uonro,  Regent 
and  sQccessor  with  a  native  title  which 
he  need  not  trouble  the  House  to  name. 
In  that  capacity  he  had  been  received 
with  Boyal  honoon  on  every  public  oc- 
casion at  Oovemment  House.  His  title 
appeared  to  be  clear,  indisputable,  inde- 
feasible ;  but  when  he  made  the  application 
no  answer  whatever  was  retnmed  to  him, 
and  he  was  treated  as  if  he  h&d  been  an 
abject  impostor.  At  the  time  when  the 
case  was  disposed  of  in  India  the  Gh)vemor 
of  Madras  was  Lord  Harris,  who,  with  his 
fiuthful  henchman,  Sir  Henry  Montgomery, 
wrote  a  Minute  that  was  submitted  to  the 
Home  Cbvemment  by  Lord  Dalhonrie. 
Like  everybody  else  ainoe  the  days  of  Sir 
Bobert  Feel,  Lord  Harris  gave  uree  rea- 
sons for  his  conduct.  First,  he  said  he 
treated  the  dainu  of  the  Kawab  with  ccn- 
tempty  beoanse  the  arrangement  n/t  1801, 
upon  which  he  based  ms  daim,  was  a 
purely  personal  treaty  made  with  the 
Frinoe  Axeem-nlrDowuh.  that  it  termi- 
nated with  him  in  1819,  when  he  died, 
and  after  that  event  it  had  been  looked 
upon  as  waste  paper  by  every  one  of  his 
predecessors  in  office.  If  Uiat  reason  had 
been  true,  it  would  have  been  a  most 
sufficient  and  ample  one,  and  to  advance 
any  other  reason  would  have  been  a 
work  of  supererogation.  But,  unfortu- 
natcdy  tiiere  was  not  a  single  word  of  truth 
in  it.  It  required,  indeed,  a  considerable 
amount  of  Corinthian  brass— in  common 
parlance  "  cheek  " — for  that  noble  Lord 
to  assert  that  an  anangemokt  terminated 
in  1819  which  had  oontinned  up  to  18S6 
nnohallenged.  It  was,  moreoTer,  no  ordi* 
nary  demand  upon  fluir  fidth  to  ask  them 
to  believe  that  the  payments  of  mcoey 
amonntiDg  to  some  two  and  a  half  millions 
in  all,  which  had  been  made  np^  to  the 
year  1856,  would  have  been  continued  by 
the  East  India  Company  if  they  had  been 
under  no  moral  or  l^;al  obligation  to  do  so. 
An  idea  appeared  to  have  flitted  across 
the  feeble  mind  even  of  Lord  Harris  that 
he  would  not  be  believed  in  that  assertion, 
and,  therefore,  he  invented  a  second  reason 
on  the  root— namely,  that  admitting  the 
Treaty  of  1801  to  be  permaneat  and  in- 


tended  to  endure  for  all  time  coming — as 
its  preamble  stated,  the  time  had  come, 
in  lus  Lordship's  estimation,  for  declaring 
the  whole  instrument  null  and  void,  be- 
oanse,|^he  said,  it  contained  an  immoral 
provinon.  He  was  a  very  religioas  man. 
Lord  B^Eiis,  and  the  immoral  pronritm 
of  the  treaty  was  that  it  made  a  perma- 
nent and  suitable  provision  for  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  distinguished  Native  fonuly. 
That  in  his  Lord^p's  estimation  was 
so  scandalous  a  ^cb,  a  proceeding  so  in- 
decent that  it  vitiated  the  whole  trans- 
action. But,  lest  that  should  not  suffice, 
his  Lordship  fell  back  on  a  third  reason 
—  namely,  that  there  never  was  a  Treaty 
of  1801  at  all.  That  was  the  way 
in  which  he  disposed  of  the  whole  case. 
Last  year,  he  (Mr.  Smollett)  had  pro- 
tested against  the  absurdity  of  such  a 
view  of  the  case,  and  he  had  asked  the 
House,  as  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
now  did,  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  in- 
quire whether  the  Treaty  of  1801  was  not 
a  permanent  azrangement,  when  he  then 
commented  at  some  length  on  the  f<^y, 
the  insolence,  l^e  grotnqoe  absurdity  of 
assigning  sndi  reasons  for  an  official  &ci- 
sion,  the  Tressnrr  Bench  was  more  than 
usually  filled  wi1»  its  ordinary  occnpanta. 
There  were  then  iwesMt  the  noble  Yis- 
oonnt  the  First  Lord  of  tiie  Treasnn — 
once  a  juvenile  Whig,  and  now  called  an 
ancient  Minister ;  on  his  right  sat  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  one  of  his 
disdples,  whom  he  loved  most  dearly— a 
Gentieman  who,  it  was  said,  was  inhigu- 
for  the  succession,  though  his  chief 
still  looked  hearty  and  vigorous,  and  it 
was  hoped  would  long  continue  so  to  be ; 
on  his  left  was  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  of  whom  he  should  say  something 
presentiy;  and  on  either  side  of  these 
sat  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Qenerd, 
their  faces  beaming  with  intelligence,  bnt 
like  harpies,  eager  for  the  prey.  He  had 
real^  thought  he  should  be  utterly  dis- 
comfited by  the  united  learning,  ability, 
and  wisdom  of  these  Gentlemen;  but, 
Strang  to  say,  neither  the  noble  'Visoonnt 
nw  luB  right  htm.  £tiend,  nor  his  learned 
assooiates,  so  nuuhasvoitiuedto^proach 
the  disottsdon.  They  were  there  at  the 
eommencement  and  remained  till  the  end, 
but  it  was  only  to  vote.  Although  he  did 
not  arrogate  to  himself  that  be  was  a  man 
of  any  consequence  in  the  House,  still,  &> 
an  independent  Member,  having  brought  a 
grave  cha^  against  a  Department  of  the 
State  in  no  improper  B^ri^  hetlumghthe 
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was  entitied  to  a  n^y — an  official  repl^. 
It  had  been  said  more  than  oooe  in  his 
bearing  in  that  House  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  IislDE»ard  (Mr.  Bernal  Osborne)  that 
Whig  Oentlemen  when  long  inured  to  office 
were  apt  to  beoome  arrogant  and  insolent. 
The  horn.  Member  for  Lidceard  was,  he  be- 
lieved, a  discontented  politioan,  but  being 
himself  a  very  good-natured  fellow  in  the 
main,  he  would  not  use  language  like  that 
towards  Ministers.  Again,  they  all  re- 
membered the  kind  way  in  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Elgin  (Mr.  Grant  Duff)  last 
year  spoke  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India.  He  said  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
could  not  make  a  statement  regarding  his 
Department  intelligible,  because  Provi- 
dence had  deprived  him  of  the  power  of 
locid  articulation.  These  were  samples  of 
the  usual  amenities,  the  little  compliments 
passed  by  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Liberal 
upon  their  leaders  and  captains, 
was  too  mnoh  fiuniliarity  in  the 
ranks,  and  sometimes  it  engendered  con- 
tempt. As  he  had  no  claim  to  be  on  fa- 
miliar terms  with  the  rif^t  hon.  Gfen tie- 
man,  as  no  amorous  dalliance  had  passed 
between  himself  and  the  Treasnir  Benob, 
aUlioag^  he  wai  open  to  an  oflfor,  na  would 
neak  oi  tliem  as  great  fonotionaries  of  the 
State  ought  to  ^  spoken  of,  and  would 
tell  them  plainly  and  distinctly  that  he  be- 
lieved they  gave  him  no  answer  because 
no  eflfbctive  answer  could  be  given  to  him. 
There  were  some  oases  too  discreditable  to 
be  defended,  and  in  these  a  prudent  reti- 
cence was  possibly  the  most  prudent  course 
to  follow.  But  though  he  received  no  offi- 
cial reply,  some  hon.  Members  with  more 
zeal  than  discretion  offered  what  they  said 
was  an  explanation  of  the  case.  First  came 
the  hon.  Member  for  Stoke-upon-Trent 
(Mr.  Grenfell).  He  could  not  understand 
that  hon.  Gentleman's  aignment  at  the 
time,  but  he  had  since  read  it  in  Eantard, 
and  he  believed  that  he  now  comprehended 
the  drift  of  his  observations.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  stated  that  if  the  Kawab  of  tiie 
Camatichad  lived  under  a  pure  and  per- 
fect Hahnnmedan  Ctoremraeat  he  would 
have  been  immared  in  a  prison  for  1%  be- 
cause he  was  the  next  heir  to  the  tiirone, 
and  he  appeared  to  regard  him  as  a  most 
ungodly  scoundrel,  desOTving  almost  of  the 
bow-string,  because  having  been  allowed 
to  go  at  large,  he  had  tunud  round  upon 
his  bene&ctors  and  accused  them  of  de- 
frauding him  of  his  inheritance.  The  hon. 
Member  then  maintained  that  the  Indian 
Exchequer  ong^t  to  be  sharply  looked  to. 


He  agreed  with  him  in  that,  but  he  did 
not  t£ink  that  the  best  way  to  fill  the  Ex- 
chequer was  to  plunder  the  Native  princes. 
Honesty  was  the  best  policy,  tiiongh 
that  was  a  doctrine  that  cUd  not  find 
mnoh  favour  on  the  Treasury  Boich. 
And,  in  conclusion,  tho  hon.  Member 
for  Stoke-upon-Trent  said  that  he  wonld 
vote  against  inqniiy,  because  no  ground 
had  been  shown  for  considering  that  the 
Treaty  of  1801  was  a  permanent  treaty, 
except  by  the  production  of  a  stray  expres- 
sion found  in  a  loose  memorandum  written 
by  the  Duke  of  'Wellington,  a  memoran- 
dum which  contained  sentiments  diame- 
trically opposed  to  the  opinions  of  every 
statesman,  from  Lord  Olive  downwards. 
He  denied  that  any  statesman  from  Lord 
Olive  downwards  had  ever  declared  that 
the  Treaty  of  1801  was  a  temporary  one. 
Lord  Olive  declared  that  it  w«b  made  for 
perpetuity,  and  if  Lord  Wellesley  ever 
asserted  that  it  was  a  temporary  one,  why 
was  not  the  despatch  which  contained 
that  statement  produced  ?  If  it  could  be 
shown  that  either  Lord  Olive  or  the 
Marquess  of  Wellesley  had  evw  laid  down 
that  doctrine  he  womd  give  up  the  case 
at  onoe.  In  1805  it  is  admittM  that  the 
Duke  of  WeUington  expressly  stated  that 
his  brother  nude  the  treaty  with  ttie 
Nawab  and  his  heirs.  In  1812  the  Miir- 
quess  of  Hastings  in  a  personal  interview 
had  with  A_zeem-ul-Dowlah  assured  the 
Prince  that  the  treaty  would  always  be 
construed  in  its  plain  significatiou,  because 
the  honour  of  England  was  involved  in 
its  maintenanoe;  and  in  1819  an  official 
opportunity  occurred  to  that  great  stateS' 
man  for  deciding  what  the  proper  con- 
struction of  the  treaty  was.  The  Nawab 
died  in  that  year,  and  the  Government  of 
Madras  then  asked  if  the  sncoeasion  was 
to  go  to  the  eldest  son.  Lwd  Wellesley 
answered  that  the  treaty  included  the  sons 
as  well  as  the  father,  and  that  there  was 
no  oooauon  whatever  for  a  new  treaty 
arrangement.  He  put  it  to  tiie  Seoretary 
for  India  how  ooiUd  tiiis  be  a  persnul 
treaty  with  Anon-nl-Dowlah  and  yet  in- 
clude his  sons,  who  were  living  tOKlay, 
and  bad  been  disinherited.  Then^thon. 
Gentleman  sat  still  and  made  no  answer, 
but  he  hoped  he  would  yet  rise  and  tell 
the  House  bow  that  could  be.  Again,  in 
1822,  Sir  Thomas  Monro,  than  whom 
there  never  was  a  more  efficient  or  ho- 
nourable Governor  of  Madras,  declared 
the  treaty  to  be  permanent  and  in  full 
force }  that  it  reoo^iised  the  Nawab  of  the 
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Cumatio  M  a  Boreragn  prince^  and  that 
BO  alteration  could  be  made  without  the 
oonaant  of  the  fiimily.  Again,  in  1833, 
the  lEarqnen  of  Tweeddale  gave  notioe 
to  the  home  authoiitiea  that  the  preient 
Begent  was  the  heir  premmptiTO  to  the 
Vanind — that  irai,  to  the  titular  dignity 
and  to  the  emolmnenta  belonging  thereto, 
and  no  olgeotion  was  takoi  to  this  Beport 
Who,  Uien,  were  the  band  of  great  atotea- 
men  who,  from  the  time  of  "  Lord  Clire 
downwards  "  had  declared  this  treaty  to  be 
a  temporary  one?  Thsj  existed  only  in 
tiie  brain  of  the  hon.  li&mber  for  Stoke- 
npon-Trent.  Nor  waa  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington's memorandum  unworthy  of  atten- 
tion. The  hon.  Gentleman  oould  not 
hare  ^ken  of  it  more  oontemptnously 
if  it  had  been  written  after  dinner  when 
bia  Grace  waa  half  seas  over ;  but  the  foct 
waa  that  it  was  an.  hiatorical  memorandum, 
extending  over  more  than  four  hundred 
pages,  compiled  from  the  private  papers  of 
the  3Carqnes8  of  Wellesley  and  the  Fublio 
Beoords  written  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
fint  Hinister  of  the  Cnwn,  reriaed,  cor- 
noted,  and  placed  in  the  QoTenunent 
anhiTca  aa  a  State  dooamfot.  To  apeak 
of  this  doeament  aa  ondeanring  of  isedit 
was  aa  artful  dodg^  but  it  waa  a  ma- 
lUBum  unworthy  ot  the  lumber  for 
Btoke-npon-Trent  and  of  his  position  in 
this  House.  His  hon.  and  gallant  relative 
the  Member  for  Ayr  (Sir  James  Feigusaon) 
also  took  part  in  the  debate  to  which  he 
was  referring,  but  he  waa  a  discreet  Con- 
serrative  and  tberefbre  he  would  deal 
with  him  lightly.  The  hon.  Baronet, 
however,  knew  nothing  about  India,  but 
he  appMred  to  have  some  idea  that  the 
mantle  of  the  Ifarquess  of  Balhousie  had 
lallen  upon  lua  shoulders.  He  passed  a 
panygeric  upon  that  noble  Marquees,  and 
seemed  to  think  that  these  proceedings 
must  be  all  right  heoaoae  he  had  been 
oonoenied  in  th«n.  He  had  not,  for 
leascms  which  were  known  to  the  hon. 
Baronet  introdnoed  the  name  ttf  the  Uar- 
qnesBofDalhonaieuitothis  qnestiMi;  but, 
aa  he  had  thus  been  ohaUenged,  he  would 
aay  what  he  thought  of  whtt  that  noble 
Lord  did.  In  a  lOnute,  dated  the  28th 
of  Fetvuary,  1856,  a  few  mmiths  after  the 
suppression  of  the  Kawab's  title,  in  which 
Lord  Balhousie  gave  a  history  of  his 
brilliant  achievements  in  India,  and  blew 
his  own  ^mpet  pretW^  loudly,  he  stated 
that  in  the  autumn  of  185S  Uie  Nawab 
of  the  Camatio  died  very  suddenly ;  and 
then,  like  a  true  Paalit^  he  praoeadad 


to  assign  time  reasras  for  what  he  did. 
He  saB- 

"  Firtt,  «a  the  tnatj  with  the  pradeewMor  of 
the  Nftwab  wu  a  yanif  penuial  one;  oeoondlT; 
M  tb«  Ut«  Nawab  had  left  no  hein  male ;  and 
thirdif,  as  the  fuoiXj  bad  gton\j  abiued  their 
dignity  and  the  large  luioa  whioh  bad  been  Mt 
apart  for  their  malDteiuDoe,  the  Oout  of  Diree- 
ton  had  been  adrked  to  paC  the  title  of  Nawab 
inaboyaMe." 

These  few  lines  contained  a  vast  amonnt 

of  equivocation  and  some  abaolute  im- 
trutiiB.  As  the  noble  Lord's  Minutes 
had  not  come  home,  he  cautiously  said 
that  he  had  advised  the  Oourt  of  Directors 
to  put  the  title  of  Nawab  in  abeyance ; 
but  the  fact  was  that  he  had  recommended 
its  suppression.  In  Don  Juem,  Lord 
Byron  described  the  prate  Lambiro,  the 
father  of  the  amorous  young  woman 
Haid^,  as  a  "sea  attorney."  The  swell 
mobsmen  of  London  were  aooustomed  to 
describe  the  theft  of  a  watch  as  "  an  act 
of  conveyanoing."  So  Lord  Dalhourie, 
when  he  plundmd  one  of  the  princes  of 
India,  spoke  of  the  act  quite  sportively 
and  jocMcdy  as  "putting  the  titie  in 
abeyanoe."  His  Lwdship  first  called  the 
Treaty  of  1801  a  personal  treaty;  well, 
the  object  of  this  proposed  inquiry  was 
to  asoertaitt  whetiw  it  was  or  not. 
Secondly,  the  Kawab,  be  said,  had  left 
no  heirs  male;  but  that  was  a  podtive 
mis-statoneut.  LordHanis  was  at  that 
time  in  fluent  communication  with  Lord 
Dalhousie  but  he  never  made  so  audacious 
an  assertion.  He  said  there  were  so  many 
heirs  male  that  he  hoped  the  treaty  would 
be  declared  null  and  v<nd  to  get  rid  of 
them.  But  tiiirdly,  said  Lord  Dalhousie, 
these  people  had  abused  their  dignity  and 
honour  and  spent  their  mon^  in  an  un- 
worthy manner,  and  thoefore  they  should 
be  suppressed.  It  was  his  Lordship  that 
abused  his  high  position  in  plundering 
the  family  of  an  ancient  ally.  The  truth 
was*  as  be  knew  personally,  that  thia 
young  prince  had  besn  negleded  hy  tiie 
Govemment  of  Ifadzas,  ai^  USt  unedn* 
cated ;  he  had  been  plundered;  we  ware 
his  guardiana;  we  lamented  his  impeeumo- 
si^,  whidi  had  been  caused  l^  oursdms, 
and  in  the  end  gave  tiiat  as  a  reaaon  for 
suppresring  the  title  and  taking  from  him 
the  accompanying  allowances.  He  should 
not  have  gone  into  these  matters,  but  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  ibr  Ayrshire  had 
incited  him  to  it  by  passings  enloginm  on 
the  merits  of  Lord  Dalhousie,  which  he 
hoped  he  would  never  do  again.  His  hon. 
FriMd  was  fidlowed  1^  ^^^lig^t  htm. 
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Kember  tar  Calaa  (Mr.  Idm)  vfao  bad 
the  reputaUon  of  being  a  olose  and  aerere 
logUdan,  althoag^  hia  logic  cm  tliia  occa- 
noa  waa  ihallow  and  inoonolnaiTe.  Ha 
laid  "  that  happUj  fat  himself  the  case 
of  the  Nairab  could  be  duposed  of  in  three 
or  fbnr  Bentencea^"  and  tiien  cbaracteriB- 
tioally  in  those  few  sentences  misrepre- 
•ented  the  whole  case.  He  (Ifc  Smollett) 
bad  asked  by  what  title  we  held  the  Oar- 
natio  if  Uiis  treaty  were  null  and  void. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  rejdied  that  the 
native  right  to  hold  it  had  been  forfeited 
h  J  their  treason  and  rebellion ;  but  where 
was  the  proclamation  in  which  any  such 
pretext  had  been  put  forward?  In  1801 
Axeem-ol-Dowlah,  the  Intimate  mo- 
narch, transferred  the  country  to  ns,  and 
by  tliat  treaty  alone  we  held  it  now. 
Treason  and  rebellion  existed  nowhere  but 
in  Uie  imagination  of  the  right  hon.  Mem-  [ 
ber  for  Calne.  But  he  wmt  further,  and 
said  that  the  Treaty  of  1801  deoided  the 
point  of  hereditary  anoeession,  ea  it  said 
nothing  whatever  on  the  subject,  while 
the  preceding  Treatiea  of  1787  md  1793 
had  ezpreesly  provided  fiw  the  hereditary 
aaooeasiu).  Thismnission  in  1801,  there- 
fore, the  fig^t  boo.  Gentleman  held  showed 
that  it  waa  not  to  be  oontinned.  But  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  forgot,  if  he  ever 
knew,  that  the  Treaty  of  1801  sanctioned 
aad  confirmed  the  other  treaties  which 
are  not,  therefore,  repealed,  but  which 
still  exist,  and  are  yet  in  full  force.  But, 
after  all,  said  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
this  was  not  a  tranaactim  of  which  any 
person  could  be  proud.  Well,  he  had  al- 
ways heard  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
waa  regarded  as  a  mastw  of  severe  and  un- 
bending logio ;  but  a  mere  extraordinary, 
a  mere  illogical  conclusion  never  came 
under  his  observation.  Aoccrding  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  showing,  ^e  Acta 
of  Lwda  Hania  and  Dalhooaie  were  atriotly 
legal  and  onreet  A  trea^  whidi  ot^ht 
never  to  have  been  made^  because  made 
wiA  traitors  expired  in  1819.  Bv  aome 
ohioanCTy  it  had  bean  eootunied ;  through 
this,  avaatsomof  mfmeyhad  been  wasted. 
At  last,  on  the  death  of  the  head  of  the 
fomily,  in  1865,  the  fraud  was  brought 
to  li^t  by  Lord  Harris  and  the  matter 
was  put  upon  a  proper  footing.  Surely  if 
this  be  a  true  statement  the  transacAioa  is 
one  which  mi§^t  challenge  the  approba- 
tion of  the  world ;  and  yet  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  it  is  one  whnA  we  must 
r^ard  with  pain.  He  quite  agreed  that 
tfeis  was  a  tnmsaetion  that  uiey  must 


lo(A  im  with  paiii,  bnt  for  very  diffomt 
fwaona  from  Vum  assigned  the  right 
hon.  OenUanaii.  They  most  look  on  it 
with  pain  beoanaa  it  was  oonoeived  in 
semay,  lug^eated  by  frandnlent  misre- 
preamtation,  and  oonsnnunated  by  a  vast 
amount  of  eqvivocation.  These  were  the 
only  reasons  he  oould  conjure  to  himself 
why  this  tranaaction  shoidd  be  regarded 
with  pain.  Theae,  at  all  events,  were  the 
reascms  why  he  looked  on  the  authors  of 
this  transaction  vrith  mingled  feelings 
of  contempt  and  di^st.  On  what 
ground  was  the  case  of  the  Nawab 
based?  It  was  founded  on  an  allega- 
tion that  under  a  document  signed  on 
the  Slst  of  July,  IBOl,  he  was  entitled 
to  hold  this  titular  dignity.  He  did  not 
come  before  the  Homw  with  the  moan  of 
a  b^ar  and  with  the  whine  of  a  men^- 
cant,  as  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Sheffield  (Mr.  Boebnok)  said  Irishmen 
were  accustomed  to  do  in  that  House. 
He  claimed  thia  title  and  the  laige  an- 
nuity whidi  had  been  conferred  on  him 
le^^j,  and  he  adnd  for  in^ni^  into  his 
claims  in  the  interests  of  justice.  The 
case  was  so  dear,  and  reduced  to  so  narrow 
a  point — whether  this  treaty  was  meant 
for  permauCTce — that  he  re^y  conld  not 
conceive  how  any  Committee  conld  meet 
three  or  four  times  without  being  in  a 
position  to  give  an  authoritative  deoisica 
upon  it.  And  why  was  not  the  Commit- 
tee granted  ?  The  House  was  in  the 
habit  of  appointii^  Committees  even  on 
somewhat  Mvial  oocaaions  to  inquire  into 
injustice  said  to  be  done  to  individuals. 
Last  year  a  Committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Department 
with  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Cable  iwd  been  connected.  The 
case  waa  inveatigated,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  been  acquitted  of  blame. 
To-night  an  inquiry  was  proposed  with  re- 
ference to  a  trinal  act  of  injustice  oommlt- 
ted  on  Hr.  Morall.  If  Gnnmittees  were 
appointed  fbr  audi  ot^ecta,  why  were  they 
not  to  inquire  into  thia  great  injnstiee 
perpetrated  b^  two  noUe  Lnda  ?  Why 
waa  a  Committee  refused?  The  reaaon 
waa  that  by  no  offleial  act,  by  no  con- 
trivance, could  any  Committee  be  got 
together  at  all  likely  to  take  a  favouraUe 
view  of  this  Camatio  transactitni.  That 
was  the  reason  why  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  (Sir  Chai^  Wood)  offend  to  this 
case  such  an  amount  of  passive  reaistanoe. 
They  w«e  told  Iwt  year  that  if  matters 
of  thia  kind  wan.  taked  up  tiie  founda- 
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turns  of  our  Indian  Empin  would  be  rent 
■Bonder.  If  that  were  bo,  the  sooner  suoh 
■n  empire,  founded  on  a  ci  sand, 
paand  amy  the  better.  This  was  mere 
inbterfiige,  mm  inTOnticni.  The  case  of 
the  Namb  was  not  the  taHj  instance  of 
iiguatioe  perpetrated  in  Sontlum  India  in 
1856.  The  Bcgah  of  Tugore^  a  titular 
prince,  enjoying  a  large  income,  nnder  a 
treaty,  ateo  died  suddenly,  in  1855;  he 
and  his  father  had  enjoyed  it  for  sixty 
years,  and  there  were  not  any  heirs  male 
1e^.  The  titie  was  declared  lapsed  quite 
properly,  and  the  annuity  ceased.  But 
the  Bajah  had  been  thrifty ;  his  property 
was  worth  £350,000,  and  the  Qovemor  of 
Madras,  thinking  it  would  be  a  good  op- 
portunity to  replenish  the  coffers  of  the 
State,  confiscated  the  whole  amount.  He 
sent  down  auctioneers,  sold  off  the  pro- 
perty as  he  would  that  of  a  banknipt 
linendraper ;  he  treated  the  wives  and 
female  ohildrea  with  greater  indignity 
than  they  would  have  been  treated  if  they 
had  &llen  into  the  bands  of  thieves  or 
bandits.  The  case  was  taken  befivre  the 
Privy  Conneil,  and  he  (ICr.  Smollett) 
Imnight  the  subjeot  before  that  House, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  some  Triends 
on  both  rides  of  the  House  he  obtained 
at  least  a  promise  that  the  case  should 
be  investigated.  At  the  lapse  of  two  or 
three  years  the  case  was  reconsidered, 
and  the  whole  of  the  plundered  pro- 
perty restored.  Did  this  act  of  justice 
cause  rebellion  in  Southern  India,  or  was 
our  dominion  less  secure  in  conseqnenoe  ? 
He  had  had  hundreds  of  letters  assuring 
him  that  the  restitution  of  that  pro- 
perty had  given  the  greatest  possible 
satisfootion  to  all,  except  the  individuals 
who  had  plundered  it,  and,  he  asked, 
would  there  not  be  equal  satisfootion  if 
justice  were  done  to  the  Nawab  of  the 
Camatio  ?  That  prinoe  did  not  oome  suing 
for  mercy,  but  rested  his  olaim  on  the 
Treaty  of  1801.  He  asked  that  the  sub- 
ject should  be  investigated  consoientiouBly, 
and  he  (the  Nawab)  would  idnde  by  the 
result.  He  (Mr.  &noUett)  thought  the 
Honse  would  fail  in  its  obvious  duty  if 
it  did  not  oompel  an  inquiry.  He  thought 
that  the  L^^riature,  now  that  we  pro- 
fessed to  govern  India  on  Christian  prtn. 
ciples  was  especially  bound  to  see  that 
when  oharges  were  made  involving  our 
honour  and  good  faith,  such  oharges  were 
not  to  be  thrown  aride  merely  because 
those  ooncemed  held  lu^h  and  responuble 
poutioDs  under  the  British  Qoremment. 
Mt.  amoBtH 


Motion  made,  and  Questi<m  proposed, 

"  That  m,  Select  Oonuaittee  be  appoinied  to 
inqntro  faito  the  eUm  of  Bis  HigbneM  Prisos 
Awem  Jail  to  tin  title  and  difni^  of  NawiA  of 
the  Camatic,  and  the  clainu  of  His  Hfg^esa 
under  a  Treaty  entered  into  in  1801  between  the 
Honoorable  East  India  0<Mnpatif  and  Hii  H^neia 
Prinoe  Aseemnl-Dowlah."— FiuBoj/  felly.} 

Sib  EDWAfiD  DERIKG  said,  he  did 
not  rise  so  muoh  for  the  purpose  of  going 
into  the  general  question  before  the  House 
as  to  make  a  few  observations  on  the  re- 
marks that  had  been  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dumbartonshire  (Mr.  Smol- 
lett). The  hon.  Qentleman  said  he  did 
not  intend  that  his  language  should  con- 
ceal his  thooghts.  But  if  his  language 
correctly  conveyed  his  thoughts  he  (Sir 
Edward  Dering)  could  not  congratulate 
him  on  his  finune  of  mind.  He  would 
endeavour  to  avoid  the  example  set  by  the 
hon.  Member,  and  to  express  his  opinions 
in  language  more  in  aooordance  with  the 
genend  usage  of  that  Honse.  The  hon. 
(Sentleman  had  thought  fit  to  Impugn  in, 
no  measured  terms,  the  oondnot  of  Lord 
Harris,  the  late  Qovemor  of  Miadras.  No- 
thing was  so  easy  as  to  frame  a  ehaige 
against  any  individual,  imvided  actions 
were  imputed  to  him  of  which  he  had  not 
been  guuty,  and  language  vras  attributed 
to  him  entirely  and  totalh'  at  variance 
with  that  he  had  used.  He  would  first 
state  the  chaises  made  against  Lord 
Harris  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  he  would 
then  refer  to  the  original  account  given 
of  the  transaotion  by  Lord  Harris,  and 
finally  he  would  leave  the  House  to  form 
its  own  opinion  as  to  how  for  those 
charges  were  established.  The  tendency 
of  the  whole  of  the  speech  to  which  they 
had  just  listened  was  to  show  that  Lord 
Harris,  in  his  position  of  Governor  of 
Madras,  had  in  1865  oompromised  the 
nationtd  honour  and  the  national  foith. 
Kow,  Lord  Harris  on  that  oooasion,  in 
one  of  the  opening  paragra{)h8  of  the  Mi- 
nutes, while  expressing  his  opinion  in 
favour  of  determining  uiis  mock  Bcjaity, 
explicitly  stated  that  he  would  not  advo- 
cate its  abngaiion  if  any  breaoh  of  na- 
tional honour  or  ftuth  would  be  thereby 
involved.  If  the  noble  Lord  had  put  an 
arbitrary  construction  upon  the  trosty  in 
order  to  accomplish  the  end  he  bad  in 
view,  no  doubt  there  might  have  been 
some  ground  for  the  contention  of  the 
hon.  Gentlemfm ;  but  it  was  an  established 
fact  that  Lord  Harris,  so  for  from  adopt- 
ing such  a  oonne^  had  made  the  Treaty  of 
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1801  the  keystone  of  his  policy.  The 
noble  Lord  had  qaoted  the  recorded  opi- 
nions of  those  by  whom  the  treaty  was 
framed — he  had  qaoted  the  opinions  of 
Lord  Wellesley  and  Lord  Clyde  to  show 
that  the  treaty  was  a  mere  petwmal  one, 
and  tiiat  its  proviuons  would  come  to  an 
end  on  the  death  of  the  Nawab.  On  fliiB 
point  Lord  WeUesley  said — 

<*  Ths  whide  qnaitioQ  of  tba  mooaHum  vIU 
&er*for«  be  eomplatdy  open  to  the  deeiakm  (tf  the 
Oompuir  npOD  the  deeeue  of  the  pmeot  Nabob." 

Lord  Clyde  said — 

"  Throogbont  the  whde  of  these  negotUtkuiB 
the  Nabob  stated  hia  oraTiotim  that  the  right 
of  his  HighDesses  hmUy  founded  od  its  eonneo- 
tton  with  the  Company  waa  annihilated,  and 
that  be  oonaidered  the  causes  of  his  own  elera- 
tion  to  haTe  flowed  from  the  generositj  and 
moderation  of  the  British  GoTenunent." 

Sir  John  Ualoolm,  the  historian,  a  high 
antiiOTity  apon  such  a  subject,  also  said — 

"  Azeem-nl-Dowlah  waa  poaitively  openly  de- 
olared  to  have  no  hereditary  claims ;  Uie  treaty 
ia  made  with  him  alone,  and  no  pronsicn  is  made 
for  a  successor." 

Lord  'Wellealey  had;thonght  it  so  desirable 
to  put  that  question  beyond  the  possibility 
of  di^ute^  that  he  altered  the  origintd 
draft  of  the  preamble  and  the  first  article 
of  the  treaty,  in  order  that  it  might  be 
placed  upon  record  that  the  grant  was 
made  by  the  generosity  of  the  British  Go- 
Temment,  and  that  the  claim  of  the 
Kawab  did  not  proceed  fh»m  any  here- 
ditary right.  ToB  htm.  Gentlenum  had 
Uamed  Lord  Harris  for  auerting  that  the 
same  policy  was  adopted  in  1819  as  he 
followed  in  1855.  Now,  the  Madras  Go- 
Temment,  on  the  death  of  the  Kawah, 
informed  the  agent  that  as  it  did  not  ap- 
pear that  any  positive  stipulation  had 
been  inserted  in  the  Treaty  of  1801  re- 
specting the  rights  of  his  eldest  son,  or  of 
any  other  member  of  his  family,  to  suc- 
ceed to  the  Nawabship  of  the  Camatic, 
the' QoTemment  would  be  precluded  from 
acknowledging  him  until  specific  orders 
had  been  received  from  Uie  Governor 
General.  The  Governor  General  replied 
that  the  Government  were  pleased  to  ac- 
knowledge the  eldest  legitimate  son,  and 
had  resolved  that  the  pecuniary  provisions 
of  the  Treaty  of  1801  should  remain  in 
force.  If  the  eldest  sod  had  sacceeded  by 
hereditary,  right  ther«  would  have  been 
no  neoesBity  fia  the  Govenun«at  of  India 
to  have  passed  a  Reeolntion  that  they 
shonld  -pvT  him  as  they  had  done  his 
fitther.  fUr.  Snoiuxn:  Certainly  there 
would.]  He  thonght  otherwise,  finctly 
the  same  policy  waa  fiJlowed  in  1825, 


when  the  Government  of  India,  tn  reply 
to  a  communication  of  Sir  Thomas  Honro, 
stated  that  they  had  resolved  to  place  the 
in&nt  son  of  the  late  Kawab  m  his  fa- 
ther's position,  and  thus  showed  that  they 
then  entertained  views  similar  to  tiiose 
previously  expressed.  It  must  have  been 
a  great  satisfuttion  to  Lend  Harris  to  find 
that  eminent  atatewnan  Lord  Dalhoosie  in 
one  of  his  despatches  say — 

"I  entirely  agree  that  the  Treaty  of  1801 
oonfers  DO  lig^t  of  hereditary  sooceMloii — it  is 

a  purely  personal  treaty  ;  there  la  no  mention  of 
hem  and  suooeasors.  Lord  Wellesley  was  not  a 
man  who  did  things  without  reason.  When, 
therefore,  while  negotiating  treaties  with  the 
Nawab  of  Oude  and  other*,  and  forming  breatiei 
with  those  prinoM,  tbdr  bein  and  tooeeHors, 
and  omitting  all  mention  of  them  in  the  Treaty 
of  ISOl  alone,  it  is  very  certain  Lord  Wellasley 
did  not  intend  to  extend  its  providons  beyond 
the  life  of  Aseem-nl-Dowlah." 

He  thon^t  it  must  have  been  equally 
satifaotory  to  Lord  Harris  and  Lord  Bal- 
housie  to  find  that  their  first  opinion  on' 
the  subject  was  confirmed  by  the  Court 
of  Directors.  Those  who  hved  at  the 
time  must  of  necessity  be  better  judges  of 
the  circumstances  than  a  Committee  of 
the  House  would  be.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  had  referred  to  a  passage 
in  Ur.  Mill's  book  of  India,  which  he  re* 
lied  on  as  throwing  considerable  doubt  on 
the  fact  of  a  treasonable  correspondence  ; 
but  in  the  passage  of  that  work  imme- 
cUately  following  the  one  to  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  alluded— Mr. 
Mill  olMerved — 

« It  is  most  remarkable  that  of  all  the  English- 
men in  India  of  whose  sentiments  on  that  occa- 
sion we  have  any  record,  the  Goremor  General, 
hia  Council,  the  GoTemor  of  Fort  St.  George, 
his  Coaneil,  the  Examining  Commisnonsrs,  and 
the  Persian  translator,  ttu  very  foremost  men 
in  India,  not  one  appears  to  have  doubted  that 
the  erideooe  we  have  examined  established  nnde- 
niably  the  fiwta  vbiob  tbey  so  eagerly  deaired  to 
infer." 

Under  all  the  oiroumstanoes  he  could 
not  see  —  notwithstanding  the  able  and 
lengthened  address  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman— that  a  Committee  was  called 
for  in  this  case.  The  archives  of  Calcutta 
and  Madras  had  been  searched,  the  evi- 
dence had  been  on  the  table  for  years,  and 
the  House  had  before  them  all  the  ma- 
terials necessaiy  for  enabling  them  to 
come  to  a  condfnaion.  He  did  not  mean 
to  question  the  assertion  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  that  the  terms  of  the 
treaty  wwe  ragne  nod  ambiguous,  but 
he  thought  this  waa  one  of  th«  cases  in 
which        most  look  to  the^sDirit  f>f 
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the  treaty,  and  not  oatoh  at  vague  and 
ambiguous  exjoesBions.  They-  must  take 
1^6  oiroumBtances  as  a  whole ;  and  look- 
ing at  them  in  this  waythej  must  remem- 
ber flie  statement  of  Lord  Wellesley  and 
the  declaration  of  Lord  Olire,  tiiat  the 
yoni^  Nabob  was  perfeotly  e<^;Di«mt  of 
and  assented  to  the  prorisions  of  flie 
treaty.  He  regarded  the  reriral  of  de- 
mands as  this  as  oaleolated  to  stir  np 
strife,  engender  bad  feeling,  create  a  sense 
of  inseenrity  in  India,  end  enconrsge 
hopes  onlj  doomed  to  dUappointment. 
He  thought,  also,  that  on  reneotioa  the 
hon.  (Gentleman  (Mr.  Smollett)  would  feel 
that  it  woold  have  been  better  taste  to  tiy 
the  question  on  its  merits  than  to  throw 
out  aapersioDs  upon  a  man  who  stood  so 
high  with  all  parties  as  his  noble  Friend 
Lord  Harris — a  nobleman  under  whom 
the  hon.  Gentleman  himself  had  had  the 
advantage  of  spring,  whose  high  cha- 
racter he  must  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  appreciating,  and  of  whom  be  must 
therefore  have  known  &at  there  was  no 
man  less  likelj  on  any  oooasion  to  com- 
promise  the  honour  of  his  Soreretgn  or 

his  country.  

Mb.  YANSITTART  could  not  recognize 
the  justice  of  Uie  claim  now  put  forward 
after  the  very  liberal  manner  in  which  the 
Indian  Qoremment  had  treated  the  fomily 
of  Frmce  Azeem  Jah.  They  had  paid  a 
sum  of  £320,000  for  debts  incurred  by  the 
profligacy  of  the  late  Nawab.  They  had 
continued  the  allowance  of  £15,000  a  year 
to  his  concubines  and  "pretty  horse- 
breakers,"  and  the  payments  to  this  family 
had  been  increased.  Immense  sums  had 
been  .paid  to  natiTcs  of  India  who  had  put 
forwwd  every  sort  of  claim  in  the  manner 
adopted  by  the  indiridaal  who  called  him- 
self Prince  A^eem  Jah.  Why  ynta  so 
many  of  those  claims  put  forward  over 
and  over  again  ?  He  must  express  his 
conviction  that  the  vacillating  and  evasive 
manner  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  for  India  was  in  the 
habit  of  replying  to  questions  of  this  na- 
ture induced  hon.  Members  who  took  an 
interest  in  Indian  affiurs  to  revert  to  those 
claims  again  and  again.  In  1861  he  called 
attention  to  the  munifieenoe  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  whereby  in  1860  he  be- 
stowed upwards  ot  hm  a  million  on  the 
wortiilees  descendants  of  Hyder  AU  and 
Tippoo  Sultan,  and  at  the  same  time  put 
all  these  Indian  daimants  on  Uie  qui  vive. 
On  t^e  25th  of  July,  1861,  the  junior 
Hembor  for  Soutiiwark  brought  forward 
Sir  JBiward  jDmng 


this  claim,  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet  said 
that  he  concurred  generally  in  the  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  On  the  15th  of 
August,  three  weeks  after,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman Laynd)  was  appointed  Under 
Secreterf  <it  State ;  and  by  way  of  showing 
his  gratitude  for  the  same  he  gave  the  o(dd 
shonlderto  Aseem  Jah  v/heo.  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Dumbarton  brought  the  daim  for- 
mrd  iMtk  Session  and  divided  the  Honse 
on  it.  This  was  a  most  nnsatisfitctoiy 
state  of  affairs,  and  such  a  shuttlecock 
system  was  ill-calculated  to  give  tiie 
prinoes  of  India  much  respect  for  the 
decisions  which  the  House  came  to  on 
these  questions.  He  believed  that  several 
cases  in  which  large  amounts  were  in- 
volved would  shortiy  be  brought  before 
the  House.  One  of  those  cases  was  that 
of  the  Begum  Somlme,  which  involved  no 
less  a  sum  than  £700,000  and  had  hem 
pending  for  upwards  of  twenty-nine  years. 
On  the  subject  of  these  Indian  olaims  he 
would  take  the  liberty  of  quoting  an  ex- 
tract  from  a  speech  of  a  great  Indian  au- 
thority, the  uite  Lord  Macanlay.  After 
eulogizing  most  highly  the  administration 
of  t£e  late  East  £idia  Company  and  the 
eminent  services  always  rendered  hv  the 
Company's  civil  servants,  he  observed— 

"  It  iroold  olearl;  bAve  been  th«  dalj  of  thou 
who  were  charged  with  the  •npeiintendenoe  of 
India  to  Bcmtiaise  with  the  atmost  severitj  erery 
tUSm  whldi  might  be  nwde  oo  the  Indiaa  rm* 
noMfSnd  io  opposs  with  emtgysnd  pweTSinos 
every  Mwh  olain  onleH  ita  jiutioe  were  muUeat. 
What  India  payi  to  these  nominal  prunes,  to  the 
titular  Nabob  of  Bengal,  for  example,  or  to  the 
titular  King  of  Delhi,  who,  while  they  did  anything 
did  ndsohief,  and  whs  now  do  Dothing,  she— that 
is  Indfat'— m^wcU  erasent  to  pi^  to  her  nal 
rolers  if  iba  raeaiTw  fton  them,  in  rsiam,  sO- 
cient  protection  and  good  legislation." 

He  submitted  that  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Maoanlay  was  worthy  of  being  oonridered 
by  the  House  when  they  had  to  deal  with 
questions  of  this  kind ;  and  he,  for  one, 
should  feel  bound  to  vote  against  the  hon. 
and  learned  Qentieman's  Motion. 

Mb.  NKAT£  said,  he  was  not  sure  that 
the  meaning  of  the  treaty  was  to  convey 
upon  the  Kawabs  an  ind^oMiUe  right  m 
hereditary  sueeessum.  On  the  oontraryi 
the  Indian  OovOTnment  always  claimed 
the  right  of  supraaeding  the  right  of  aoo- 
oeasitni,  and  of  depriving  the  ruler,  if  tiiey 
eonomved  his  acts  to  be  inoonsiBtent  wiA 
his  duty  of  allegiance  to  the  sovermga. 
Still  there  was  no  doubt  —  though  it  was 
stated  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Edmonatone 
tiiat  there  was  no  direct  line  —  thi^  the 
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present  dumant  was  a  lineal  descendant 
of  the  Nawah  with  whom  the  treaty  was 
made;  and  a  rennnoiation  of  the  actual 
goreniment  of  the  Camatio  did  not  neces- 
sarily involve  a  rennnoiation  of  its  rere- 
nnes.  After  a  careful  consideration  of  the 
whole  question,  he  thought  there  was  just 
sufficient  doubt  about  it  to  make  it  advis- 
able and  right  that  the  Government  should 
aooede  to  the  proposition  of  hia  hon.  and 
learned  Friend. 

Tni  80LICIT0E  GENEEAL  thought 
bis  hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Sir  FitzBoy 
Kelly)  had  acted  wisely  in  protesting  at 
the  outset  of  his  statement  that  be  should 
avoid  all  questions  of  policy,  fbr  if  the 
qnestions  of  policy  eonneoted  with  this 
snbjeet  vere  taken  into  consideration  there 
ooiud  be  but  one  opinitm — that  it  was 
impditio  to  maintain  in  India  a  number 
of  nominal  Sovereigns  and  nominal  Courts 
— SovereigUB  who  had  no  power  and  to 
whom  no  power  could  be  sidely  intrusted 
— who  had  only  this  attribute  of  sove- 
reignty that  they  were  above  all  law, 
and  could  commit  almost  any  wrong  with 
impunity.  The  existence  of  these  mock 
courts  was  nothing  but  unmixed  evil 
to  the  people  of  India,  their  abolition 
Avould  inflict  no  harm  on  a  siogle  human 
being,  and  would  confer  an  immense 
benefit  upon  the  people  of  India  and 
upon  ourselves.  The  question,  then,  came 
to  this,  where  we  bound  to  perpetu- 
ate these  acknowledged  evils  for  all 
time?  Certainly  very  strong  ai^inments 
wonld  be  needed  to  hnng  the  House  to  a 
cmclusion  so  disastrous  to  our  Oovem- 
ment  in  India.  The  discnasion  though  it 
had  travelled  over  a  wide  field,  might  be 
compressed  within  comparatively  narrow 
bounds.  It  was  asserted  by  those  who 
said  that  we  ought  to  perpetuate  these 
evils  for  all  time  that  we  were  bound  to 
do  BO  bv  the  Treaty  of  1801.  He  con- 
tended that  the  terms  of  that  treaty  war- 
ranted no  such  construction — next,  that 
if  we  were  to  travel  beyond  the  teims  of 
that  treaty  to  ascertain  what  the  inten- 
tions of  the  parties  to  it  were,  it  would 
be  seen  that  they  were  diametrically  op- 
posed to  the  representation  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  given  of  them ; 
and,  further  than  that.  Uiat  the  treaty 
was  expressly  framed  for  the  purpose  of 
exolodin^  the  posnbility  of  anv  snch  in* 
terpretation.  Bn^  before  oomiog  to  tiie 
terms  of  the  trea^,  porhaps  it  would  be 
as  well  to  cast  a  gknoe  at  the  state  of  the 
Camatio  at  the  time.    The  hon.  and 
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learned  Gentleman  spoke  repeatedly  of  the 
Kawab  of  the  Camatio  as  a  Soverdgn 
succeeding  through  a  long  line  of  ancestors, 
and  an  opinion  of  Dr.  Twiss  bad  been 
quoted,  which  was  said  to  refer  to  an 
ancient  contuetudo  to  that  effect.  In  a 
note  to  Ifr.  Mill,  Mr.  Wilson  said — 

"The  Nawab  of  the  Carnatio  iraa  originaUy 
nothiag  nior«  than  an  officer  of  the  Soubadar 
or  the  Deocan,  appoiated  and  removed  at  the 
pleaaore  of  bii  saperiw.  That  be  bad  bssn 
rendered  independent  of  ^  Soabadar  was  not 
even  his  own  aetj  itwas  tbe  work  of  the  Eoflish; 
be  owed  everythmg  to  their  proteotion ;  ho  waa 
their  oreatare,  not  their  equal." 

We  were  asked  from  time  to  time  by  what 
title  did  we  hold  Uie  Camatio  before  the 
Treaty  of  1801  ?  and  it  waa  supposed  that 
our  right  rested  entirely  on  tut  treaty. 
Why,  we  were  masters  of  the  Camatio  as 
early  as  1763,  when  the  power  of  tiie 
French  was  drativyed.  From  that  time 
we  had  sole  power,  and  the  Nawab  had 
just  as  much  power  as  we  chose  to  grant 
him.  Mr.  Hill  said— 

*'  After  tbe  Bnal  oTerthrow  of  the  Frenob  in  the 
Camatio  (1768),  they  not  oiAj  now  bebeld  tba 
man  whose  Intereat  they  had  eapoosed  in  the  pos- 
eeteion  of  the  Govemment  of  the  oonntrx,  bat 
thej  beheld  him  dependent  on  thenuelvei,  and 
tbe  whole  kingdom  of  tbe  Camatio  sobjeot  to  their 
abeolute  will.  It  was  the  grand  object  of  de- 
liberation, and  the  grand  praotioal  difficolty  to 
eettle  in  what  |»oportion  tne  powers  and  adnn- 
tam  idioald  be  divided  between  tbe  nominal  Sots- 
reign  and  tlie  real  one.  The  Engliah  were  not 
disposed  to  forget  that  npon  tbem  the  whole 
harden  of  the  war  had  devolred,  that  thef  alone 
bad  oonqnered  and  gained  the  oonntr;,  that  the 
asdstanoe  of  Mohammed  All  bad  been  of  little, 
or  rather  of  no  importance,  and  that  eren  now  ha 
possessed  not  resoarees  and  talent  soffldsnt  to 
hold  the  OoTemment  in  his  hands  nnlflsa  thay  ecm- 
tiniwd  to  support  Urn." 

From  that  time  we  were  the  real  rulers 
of  the  Camatic,  the  Nawabs  were  our 
creatures,  though  to  a  certain  extent  we 
did  acknowledge  a  nominal  sovereignty  in 
them.  It  was  ^rfectiy  true  that  we 
entered  into  treaties  witii  the  Nawabs  in 
1762,  1787,  and  1792  in  which  were  con- 
tained the  potent  words,  "  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors." The  value  of  these  words  was 
perfectly  understood  by  the  parties  and 
by  all  the  lawyers  and  statesmen  through- 
out the  world.  But  in  the  Treaty  of  1 80 1 
— the  only  one  now  relied  npon— which 
as  he  should  show  put  an  end  to  all  the 
former  treaties— tiiose  words,  "  heirs  and 
successor^"  wen  omitted,  in  order  that 
then  mi|^t  be  no  poesitnlity  of  a  con- 
tention aririog.  They  wen  omitted  by 
Lord  Wellesley,  because,  whatever  mi|^i 
be  the  opinum  of  hia  hon.  y«Bd  hniMd 
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iUend  opposite,  adeanr  cm  of  tresohecf 
nenm  was  made  oat  i^inat  anybody  than 
me  made  ovt  againit  the  Nawab  of  the 
Gacnaltc.  Lord  Wellesley's  private  secre- 
tairj*  Sir  J^ohm  MiiT(wlm>  &ih  wnto  on  tfaia 
poiat— 

"  Tbe  impreadoi  nude  on  Q»  mind  of  the  Go- 
▼ernor  Genenl  hj  this  eondaot  of  the  Nabob  ud 
his  offloera  wu  such  tlut  the  Governor  Grenenl 
repeatedly  declared  that  if  the  Nabob  bad  been 
decidedly  in  leagoe  with  tbe  enemy,  he  oonld  not 
hare  adopted  meamrea  more  caloulated  to  em- 
barrus  the  operationaof  tbe  Britiah  GoTemnwnt. 
and  to  fiiTOnr  tbe  oaose  of  the  enemr,  and  that  liia 
oonduot  ooold  not  be  explained  on  ttoj  other 

EoHidi  Oan  that  he  aotoaPy  miin  Itafse  with 
ppeo  Saltan." 

Lord  Welleeley  did  not  condemn  the  Ka- 
waln  on  saspicion.  It  was  only  upon  the 
taking  of  Seringapatam  that  there  was 
ibund  in  Uia  palace  of  Ti^poo  Saib 
a  correspondence  irhich  was  in  cypher 
with  the  Nabob.  ["No !"]  It  was  so 
asserted  in  the  papers.  He  would  read 
what  was  written  by  Lord  Wellesley, 
Lord  diTOi  and  Sir  John  Malcolm,  who 
had.  aooeeas  to  £hat  correspondenoe,  and 
fiwmed  an  <^pinion  there&oii.  They  said 
fiiat  tiie  owresponclonoe  was  fonitd  in 
Tippoo's  Palace,  and  the  key  also.  [Sir 
TmBXfx  Kkllt  :  There  is  nothing  of  the 
kind  in  the  papers.]  He  asserted  Uiat  it 
would  be  found  in  the  paipetB  that  the  key 
was  found  and  examples  were  g^ven  ex- 
plaining the  key  as  applicable  to  the'cypber. 
Upon  those  groands  Lord  WeUesley  and 
Lord  Clire,  together  with  those  who 
assisted  them  in  the  inquiry,  came  to  the 
eonolnsion  tbat  there  had  been  the  deepest 
treachery  on  the  part  of  the  Nabob,  who 
owed  OTorything  to  us,  and  that  while  pre- 
tending to  assist  OS  be  had  beat  canning 
on  a  correspondence  with  Tippoo  Saib  ad- 
Terse  to  our  interests,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
our  destruction.  Upon  that  point  he  would 
call  attention  to  we  stetemoite  of  t^ose 
who  were  most  ounpetent  to  fan  opinions 
upon  this  matter.   Lord  WeUesley  said — 

Ne  denbt  exiets  in  mj  mind  that  the  British 
GoTemment  would  now  be  oomi^etelr  Joetifled 
in  depririns  tbe  Nabob  of  all  power  orer  hit 
•oontry  and  rednoing  him  to  the  state  of  a  mere 
penilffisr.** 

Lord  (Xcn,  vriting  to  Lord  Welledey, 

*'  PreTiooBly  to  the  receipt  of  your  Lordahip'a 
deapatohea,  ...  I  had  determined  to  take 
Immediate  meaforet,  on  the  demise  of  the  Nabob 
Omrat-nl-Omrdi,  for  eanroidng  tbe  Government 
of  the  Oaroatic  m  the  part  of  the  Gon^uy." 

SoUeiior  CfsnmU 


Sir  John  Malet^  said — 

*■  The  eridenoe  of  the  Nabob'a  treaobery,  which 
waa  aa  peaitive  aa  ever  oan  be  ezpeoted  to  be  ob- 
tained io  soeb  eases,  added  to  His  H^haem'a 
oondnot,  wfaioh  in  every  aet  from  the  day  ef  Us 
acooaiioii  corroborated  tbe  tnitb  of  that  evidence, 
mmld  oerttdnly  have  joatifled  the  Governor  Gene- 
ral in  immediately  proceeding  against  him  as  an 
enemy  of  the  Sti^  and  tbe  intuMey<rf  hfseoiH 
neotion  with  tbe  OantfUBf  insresssl  tiie  daqgir  to 
be  i^preheoded." 

That  was  Hie  state  of  things  in  1801,  be- 
fore tiie  treaty,  when  l£ose  who  had 
discovered  the  treachery  of  tiie  Nabob  felt 
jastified  in  treating  him  aa  an  enemy,  and 
that  we  had  the  right  and  the  power  to 
take  poBsescion  of  his  country,  and  that 
all  former  treaties  were  abrogated  by  his 
acts  of  hostility.  But  whethor  this  were 
so  or  not  it  was  not  for  the  present  claim- 
ant to  deny  it,  owing  as  he  did  his  titie  to 
the  abrogation  of  t^ose  treaties,  and  the 
pasmng  over  the  rightful  heir  in  his  &Tonr. 
It  was  by  the  Treaty  of  1801,  therefore, 
that  the  present  claimant  must  stand,  for 
if  the  former  treaties  were  in  force  he 
would  not  be  the  right  heir,  and  instead  of 
sitting  upon  tiie  throne  he  would  probably 
bare  found  ^ifw^K  in  a  dunge<m.  That 
being  the  state  of  afl^irs,  we  had  tiie 
power  and  the  r^ht  to  take  posseaaicm  of 
the  C&umatio ;  but  it  was  not  l^ought  wise 
to  exercise  tiiat  poww  to  the  fbll  extend 
and  negotiations  were  entered  into  with 
the  son  of  the  old  Nabob,  which  foiled, 
because  he  would  not  accede  to  the  terms 
proposed ;  and  it  was  upon  tiie  failure  of 
these  n^tiations  that  Azeem  Dowlah  waa 
taken  out  of  the  regular  line  of  succession 
and  placed  upon  the  throne  by  the  Com- 
pany. With  him  a  trealy  was  entered 
into,  from  which  the  words  "heirs  and 
SQCcesBors"  were  omitted,  which  had  given 
validity  to  former  treaties  beyond  the 
life-time  of  the  contracting  parties.  Al- 
though those  words  were  not  in  the  treaty, 
originally  there  was  a  recital  that  he  suc- 
ceeded by  hereditary  right;  but  Lord 
WeUesley  said  that  would  not  do,  and 
tilat  clause  was  struck  out  In  order  tiiat 
the  House  mig^t  see  dearly  what  were 
the  news  of  Lord  Wellesl^,  he  would 
read  an  extract  of  a  letter  to  Lord  GUyet 
tiien  Oovem<»:  of  Ifadras— 

"Tom-  Lordabip  is  fiilly  aware  that  ihs  rasolt 
of  tbe  discovery  wfaioh  has  been  made  of  Um  late 
Nabob'a  treaoherons  oorrespondenoe  with  the  late 
Tippoo  Saltan  had  placed  the  Sonbadar  of  the 
Camatic  in  the  aitoation  of  a  pablic  enemy  to  the 
British  Government,  had  annihilated  the  eziatiDe 
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hftd  aaetioDed  tli«  «nfi»oeiiia&t  of  lueh  maMorM 
u  the  Britiih  GoTernnMDt  migbt  deem  necemry 
for  the  tecnrity  of  its  rights  and  interests  .  .  . 
This  is  the  fcadamental  pfiiMriple  upon  wMeh  ttM 
kte  BTiMMineDts  h»Te  beeo  nnitided ;  aad  coa- 
Mf tnatlr  ttw  aoknowle^gmMit  of  im  iaberent  right 
I0U17  msnibBr  of  the  &ini^  of  the  late  Nabob  to 
neoeed  to  tbe  Soobadarrjrocthe  Camatle  Is  iaeon* 
paUide  viUi  tba  maiDtenaoea  of  tbat  prinoiple." 

That  wn  the  ground  upon  which  Lord 
AVellealey  eeat  back  the  treaty.  After- 
Tards  an  altered  focra  of  treaty  was  Bub- 
soitted  to  the  ITabob,  to  which  he  acceded, 
the  particular  words  objected  to  being 
omitted.  In  ordtf,  further,  to  prove  the 
intentitHtfi  t>f  both  parties  he  would  quote 
an  extract  &om  a  letter  from  Lord  Glire, 
stating  the  manner  in  which  the  Nabob 
reoeired  the  altued  treat/.  Lotd  CiiTe 
■aid — 

"  Lord  CIIfo  is  hapi7  to  infcrm  tbe  GoTemor 
Oeneral  that  tbis  aoknowled^ient  was  entirely 
Tdnntary  on  the  part  of  His  Highnees,  and  that 
tha  bith  of  tbe  OritiA  Qoremmeat  has  in  do 
degree  been  pledfed  to  reeognite  an/  Inherent 
rights  in  the  Nabob  Aseem-ol-DowIah.  Throngh- 
ont  tbe  late  negotiationa  His  Highness  stated  his 
oonviotfon  that  the  rights  of  His  Ilighnese'e 
tknUy  founded  on  its  conaeetioo  with  the  Com- 
panjr,  had  been  aniUhUated  hj  Aa  vlolaUoD  of  tbe 
allianoe,  and  that  he  considered  the  eaoses  of  his 
own  elevation  to  hare  flowed  from  tbe  geoeroBitf 
and  moderation  of  the  British  GoTsmment.  His 
Hishneea  rdiaquMied  all  elaim  to  tbe  aekoow* 
kdfmeat  ef  bis  bweditaiT  preteosiotii.'* 

Therefore  it  was  clear  that  not  only  did 
the  words  of  the  altered  treaty  not  imply 
hereditary  rights,  but  that  both  contracting 
parties  knew  that  the  words  "heirs  and 
BUcceBSors"  were  intentiooally  omitted, 
and  that  the  Nabob  fully  assented  to  hold 
hia  title  from  the  Company.  The  real 
qneation  was  on  the  constmction  of  the 
treatr,  and  that  could  not  well  be  affected 
by  what  was  said  or  done  by  the  parties 
after  its  oompletion.  If  ezpressiona  were 
used  on  one  aide,  howerer,  they  most  bo 
used  on  tibe  other,  and  it  was  not  imma- 
terial to  see  what  was  done  on  the  death 
of  Azeem  Dowhdi  in  1819.  Upw  his 
death  his  successor  was  not  recognized  by 
the  GoTemmeut  of  Madras,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Government  of 
Bengal ;  but  after  some  time  he  was  re- 
cognized, and  there  was  no  necessity  for 
any  new  treaty,  because  he  adopted  the 
provisions  of  the  former  treaty,  which 
applied  to  him.  He  (the  Solicitor  Geneiml) 
would  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  written 
by  the  snocassor  of  Azeem  Dowlah,  which 
would  prove  that  be  regarded  himself  as 
holding  hia  poutioD  at  the  will  ni  tbe 


East  India  Coa^a^.  Ihe  jooBg  fnaoe 

wrote— 

"  The  graoloos  eondeseenstoa  of  his  Lordship, 
in  acknowledging  me  as  the  snecessor  of  my  de- 
ceased firther,  in  tbe  rank  and  title  of  Nabob  of 
tbe  Canatk  ;  tbe  ooagratolalaasis  wUeh  70a  ailw 
me  on  this  oaasslon  ;  joar  lofonniBg  mo  that  mj 
SBceeasioD  to  the  Mnmnd  will  bo  hniaediatelj 
proclaimed  ;  and  that  tbe  pemmiary  proTiaions  of 
tbe  treaty  oonoladed  between  the  Hon.  Company 
and  vay  late  &tber  will  be  oonttnned,  have  bennd 
me  by  tbe  strongest  ties  ef  attaebmeot  to  Us 
Lordship  and  yoanelf.  Toa  have  acted  towards 
me  aa  an  afl^lionate  grandfiither  woald  act  to- 
wards a  beloved  grandeon,  uid  it  is  qolto  impos- 
sible for  mo  to  exprsas  1117  gratHode  m  adeqnata 
tenm.** 

That  letter  was  an  admission  ttiat  the 
writer  poasasaed  no  hereditary  title,  but 
held  his  poailaon  ratirely  under  the  East 
India  Company.  He  would  not  tixtnUe 
the  House  further  upon  that  point,  as  he 
had  shown  that  neither  by  the  letter  nor 
by  the  spirit  (tf  the  treaty^  nor  by  the  ex- 
pressed intentions  of  its  framer^  ovaSd  tha 
Government  be  called  npon  to  accede  to 
the  claims  now  put  forth.  His  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
had  simply  declined  to  reverse  the  judg- 
ment o(  Lord  Dalhousie — a  judgment 
formed  ten  years  ago,  after  the  most  ma- 
ture consideration,  and  oouourred  in  by 
Lord  Harris,  to  whom  it  would  only  be 
an  affiront  to  attempt  any  reply  to  ^e 
vituperation  showered  upon  that  nobleman 
by  a  hon.  Gentleman  (Kr.  Smollett)  who 
had  spoken.  He  would  venture  to  say 
that  bis  right  hon.  Friend  was  right  in 
the  course  he  had  adopted,  and  that  no 
good,  and  probably  much  evil,  would  re- 
sult from  the  appointment  of  a  Committee 
to  investigate,  after  a  lapse  of  more  than 
fifty  years,  and  with  neoessarily  inH)eriiBCt 
infonnation,  queationa  which  had  faem 
determined  by  Lord  WeUedey  and  Lord 
Clive  npon  we  ftillest  information,  and 
after  mature  deUbention.  They  had  heud, 
too,  of  similar  claims  from  vOxer  princes, 
and  Uie  appointmrait  of  the  Committee 
would,  therefore,  in  his  opinion,  only  have 
the  effect  of  impressing  the  people  of  this 
country  with  tbe  idea  that  it  was  t^e  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  perpetuate 
those  mo^  Indian  coortt,  and  to  rake  np 
a  number  of  claims  which  would  be  advan- 
tageous to  none  but  the  claimants  them- 
selves, and  would  tend  to  ondennine  the 
stability  of  our  rule  in  India. 

Mb.  HENNESSY  desired  to  refer  &r 
a  minuto  to  an  incident  which  had  ootmrred 
daring  the  debate.  An  hm.  GkaitiamaiL 
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the  Ohainnan  of  the  FetitdonB  Committee, 
had  in  a  marked  manner  before  the  debate 
began^  stated  that  on  the  examination  of  the 
potion  presented  to  the  House  in  favoar 
of  the  claims  of  the  Kawab  it  was  dis- 
ooTered  that  one  of  the  signatures  was 
eridratly  not  in  the  handwriting  of  the 
person  whom  it  purported  to  have  been 
written,  and  that  he  had  felt  it  to  be  his 
iaitj  to  amunmce  the  £ut  to  the  Honse 
upon  the  oocarion  of  tiiis  debate. 
ooonrrenoe,  however,  was  hj  no  means  an 
nnuBoal  one,  and  he  found  that  tiie  Peti- 
tions Committee  had  reported  a  similar 
fiut  only  last  week.  It  was  undoubtedly 
orataury  to  the  Orders  of  the  House,  bnt 
it  was,  nevertheless,  a  common  thing  for 
peo^  to  hare  theirnames  written  fbr  them 
—a  ciroumstanoe  arinng  from  the  faet  that 
the  Orders  of  the  House  in  this  respect 
were  not  generally  known.  The  late  Kr. 
Gr^ison,  when  Chairman  of  that  Com- 
mitee,  had  noticed  the  frequency  of  those 
occurrences,  and  had  accompanied  the 
notice  by  a  reminder  that  incapacity  or 
sickness  were  the  only  excQses  for  the 
adoption  of  such  a  course.  Many  Govern- 
ment Bills  had  had  petitions  presented  in 
their  favour  with  regard  to  which  the  same 
objection  might  have  been  made.  For  the 
first  time,  however,  the  fact  had  been  com- 
mented upon,  and  he  could  not  but  depre- 
cate the  course  which  had  been  adopted 
by  the  hon.  Qentleman,  as  he  feared  the 
effect  would  be — ^whether  so  intended  or 
not— tiie  jprandicing  the  dedsi<m  (Kf  the 
Honse.  The  zight  h(m.  Gentleman  the 
Solicitor  General  had  told  the  House  that 
tiie  treaty  upon  which  this  daim  was 
fbnnded  was  a  personal  one,  and  that  by 
it  all  fbrmer  treaties  were  abrogated. 
That  statement,  however,  was  reAited  by 
the  second  clause,  which  provided— 

"That  sDoh  parte  of  the  treaties  heretofore 
ooBoladed  between  the  said  East  India  Companj 
and  their  Higbneaaes  heretofore  Nawabe  of  the 
Camatic  M  are  ealoolated  to  atrengthett  the  allt 
anoe,  OHDent  tha  Moidihi^  and  i&nilQr  the  in. 
twesti  erf  Oe  wwtraetiag  patties  are  hereby  re. 
newsd  and  eoD&naed." 

The  7th  artide,  too,  of  the  Treaty  of  1768 
provided — 

<■  That  the  said  Naval^  and  after  him  his  son 
and  his  heirs  in  saooeesioD,  shall  eiyoy  for  ever 
the  OoTeroment  of  the  Camatio." 

It  was  hardly  necessary  to  go  into  every 
particular,  as  the  Koticoi  tac  the  appoint- 
mmt  of  a  Committee  was  merely  £nr  the 
purpose  of  inquiring  into  all  those  details. 
Se  regretted  that  the  noUa  Loxd  the 

Mr.  Semmy 


Uember  for  King's  Lynn  (Lord  Stanley), 
the  late  Secretary  of  State  for  Bi^a,  was 
unavoidably  absent  that  evening.  The 
noble  Lord,  whom  he  did  not  regard  as  a 
violent  party  man,  had  devoted  himadf 
to  public  questions  with  an  impartiality 
which  had  procured  for  him  the  respect  of 
both  sides  of  the  House.  That  noble  Lord, 
on  the  occasion  of  a  mmilar  debate  last 
Session,  expressed  his  r^ret  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Sec^tary  of  State  fox 
India  (Sir  Charles  Wood)  had  not  risen  in 
his  place  for  the  purpose  of  explaining 
authoritatively  the  course  adopted  by  the 
Government.  That  remark  had  no  effect, 
for  the  House  proceeded  to  a  divinon  witti- 
out  receiving  any  statement  from  the  r^ht 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  tat 
India.  When  they  found  that  every 
statesman  living  at  the  time  in  India  or 
in  this  country,  and  who  published  any. 
thing  upon  the  subject,  concurred  in  the 
opinion  that  the  treaties  which  had  been 
made  conferred  upon  the  Nawab  a  heredi- 
tary and  not  a  personal  title,  and  when 
the;  found  that  at  the  present  time  the 
same  opinion  was  held  by  authorities  like 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  King's 
Lynn  on  his  side  of  the  House  (Lord 
Stanley),  and  the  hon.  Member  f<nr  Birm- 
ingham (Mr.  Bright)  on  the  otiier  side,  ha 
could  not  but  think  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  who  had  moved  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Committee  was  perfectiy 

S stifled  in  demanding  such  an  inquiry, 
e  must  confess  that  he  was  snxpiiaed 
that  the  Government  resisted  such  a  de- 
mand after  the  speeches  which  had  been 
made  in  the  House  year  after  year,  and 
after  the  expression  of  opinion  throughout 
England  as  to  the  justice  of  the  claim ; 
but  if  the  Motion  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  was  refased  that  night,  it  would 
be  brought  on  again  another  Session.  He 
therefore  hoped  that  the  House  would  do 
justice  to  the  claims  of  the  prince,  and 
also  to  the  feelings  of  the  country,  by 
granting  the  inquiry  which  had  been  uked 
for 

Mb.  DITNLGF  said,  that  althongfa  he  had 
voted  with  the  minority  on  the  oooanon 
of  a  similar  Motion  last  Session,  he  must 
confess  tha^  owing  to  the  absence  of  any 
explanation  upon  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment, he  entertidnea  doubts  lesti  not 
having  heard  their  case,  he  might  have 
and  enoneons  view  as 
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^  the  contse  which  he 
as,  however,  delighted 
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and  leaxned  OfiufUman  the  SoUdtor  Gene- 
ral that  eraung  had  confirmed  his  first 
minfon.  He  (Hr.  Dnnlop)  supported  the 
Kavab's  ease  purely  on  poblio  groande, 
and  had  not  any  Indian  feeling  or  connec- 
tion to  influence  him.  He  had  long  been 
of  opinion  that  of  all  possible  tribunals  for 
the  consideration  of  sudi  questions  that 
House  was  the  very  worst.  When  the 
India  Bill  was  before  the  House,  he  pro- 
posed a  Besolution  in  favour  of  estab- 
liahing  some  judicial  tribunal  for  the 
determination  of  questions  between  the 
QoTemment  and  tiie  Native  princes  of 
India.  It  was  too  much  to  suppose 
that  the  Native  princes  would  receive 
justice  at  the  hands  of  those  who  pro- 
fited by  injustice,  and  to  expect  that 
they  would  receive  jnstioe  fi*om  a  delibera- 
tive Assembly  like  the  House  of  Commons 
was  almost  as  little  to  be  imagined.  A 
legal  impartial  tribunal  was,  in  fiut^  abso- 
latel]^  neoessary  to  enable  justice  to  be 
done  in  rach  oases.  But  till  such  tribunal 
was  created  sack  oases  must  be  decided 
by  this  KonsB  unfit  as  th^  were.  He 
would  not  go  into  the  old  qnestaon  of  the 
treasonable  correspondence,  for  it  had  no 
bearing  upon  the  case.  If  the  conduct  of 
the  ancestors  of  Azeem  Jah  warranted  their 
forfeiture,  it  had  not  been  taken  advan- 
tage of  for  that  purpose.  The  Qovemment 
dmlt  with  the  Nawab  as  the  Sovereign, 
and  thrir  treaty  with  him  proceeded  on 
the  assumption  that  be  was  such.  The 
Solicitor  General  declared  that  this  was  a 
mere  personal  treaty,  but  though  the  Nawab 
was  taken  up  instead  of  his  cousin,  and 
owed  his  b«ng  placed  on  the  Musnud  to  the 
power  and  authority  of  the  East  India 
Company,  he  was  placed  there  on  the 
footing  on  which  his  fore&thers  had  occu- 
pied i^  and  his  son  and  his  grandson  have 
sacoeeded  to  it  nnee.  The  present  claimant 
asked  to  be  estabUshed  in  the  rank,  pro- 
perty, and  status  of  his  fiither,  which  were 
in  their  own  nature  hereditary.  The 
Kawab  who  made  the  treaty  with  the  (io- 
vemment  held  a  right  descendible  to  his 
heirs,  inherently,  and  of  its  own  nature, 
and  if  it  had  been  intended  to  be  merely 
personal  to  the  individual  it  would  have 
required  an  express  limitation  of  tbe  right 
to  his  life  rent.  But  instead  of  this,  the 
form  of  the  treaty  is  not  that  the  Nawab 
had  any  right  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
Company,  but  that  he  ceded  a  portion  of 
his  nghn^  which  he  held  as  a  dignity  and 
tenritoiy  descendible  to  heirs,  to  the  Com- 
pany; and  consequently  all  that  was  not 


ceded  remained  with  him,  and  followed 
the  law  of  inheritance.  Now,  tlie  eon- 
veyance  to  the  Company  in  this  treaty, 
which  is  their  only  title  of  possession,  was 
not  universal.  There  was  an  express  ex- 
ception. By  the  fourth  article  there  is 
ceded  to  the  Company,  by  the  Nawab,  the 
"  exclusive  administration  "  of  all  his  ter- 
ritories, and  the  right  to  the  "  revenues  " 
thereof,  "  with  the  exception  of  such  por- 
tion of  the  said  revenues  as  shall  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  maintenance  of  the  said 
Nabob,  and  for  the  support  of  his  dignity," 
fixed,  by  the  next  artiole  of  the  trmty;  at 
"one-fifth  of  the  net  revenues."  lliat 
fifth  never  went  to  the  Company  at 
alL  They  had  a  suzerain  right  over  him, 
but  no  right  to  take  the  fifth.  He  (Ur. 
Dunlop)  Uiought  the  case  quite  clear,  but 
if  there  was  any  diffiool^  or  doubt  about  it, 
why  not  let  it  go  to  a  Select  Committee  r 
Sff  would  not  enter  upon  the  axgummit 
raised  by  the  SoUdtor  General,  that  it 
was  a  matter  of  policy  to  put  down  the 
Native  princes  of  India,  for  it  seemed  to 
him  to  be,  a  Uttle  in  disguise,  the  policy- 
recommended  the  other  night  for  putting 
down  the  Uaori  race  in  New  Zealand. 
The  great  and  best  policy  of  this  country 
was  to  do  jnstioe. 

Mb.  henry  BETKOTJE  could  not 
agree  with  his  hon.  Friend  that  it  would 
be  desirable  to  send  this  case  to  a  Select 
Committee.  The  present  discussion  would, 
however,  show  the  people  and  princes  of 
India  that  questions  of  justice  afiiaoting 
them  were  fimy  investigated  in  that  House. 
It  was  unnecessary  to  go  back  beyond  1801. 
The  East  India  Company  efi^soted  a  change 
in  the  succession  to  ttie  Uusnud,  and  placed 
upon  it  a  member  of  the  £un^  out  of  the 
r^pilar  line  of  sucoesrion.  ^e  Camatie 
fimily  had  no  legal  right  to  what  wasnow 
daimed.  It  was  a  kmd  of  Parliamentary 
tiUe,  and  there  was  the  evidence  of  the 
Marquess  of  WeUedey  and  others,  to  the 
efiect  that  the  words  "  hurs  and  suocea- 
Bors "  were  purposely  omitted  from  the 
treaty.  It  conferred,  therefore,  a  personal 
right  only.  He  believed  that,  for  the  sake 
of  the  mmily  itself,  the  Govranment  of 
India  onght  to  put  an  end  to  the  title  of 
Nawab  of  the  Camatio.  It  was  not  an 
ancient  dynasty,  and  the  Nawab  was  but 
the  lieutenant  of  the  Soubadar,  who  was 
in  turn  only  the  lieutenant  of  the  Emperor. 
The  Navrab  was  therefore  from  the  be- 
ginning the  vassal  of  this  country.  He 
had  endeavoured  to  persuade  the  Govern* 
ment  to  allov  these  and  ottiqr  Uaho- 
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gentlemen  in  a  lanSlu  position, 
who  were  now  beggars  in  Mains,  to  re- 
ride  throughont  the  preBtdencieS}  and  to 
give  them  jag^res  or  grants  of  the  waste 
land  of  India  of  which  there  was  abond- 
snce  with  the  further  grant  of  a  small 
money  capital  upon  which  they  might 
settle  down  to  agricultural  porsmts.  One 
of  his  objects  in  rising  was  to  saj  that, 
though  opposed  to  a  Committee  of  Inquiry, 
he  thought  that  the  India  Office  ought  to 
take  the  case  of  those  gentlemen  into  oon- 
siderationj  and  although  he  would  not 
allow  them  one-ftFth  of  the  revenues  of 
the  Oamatic,  3ret  the  utmost  liberality 
should  be  diown  to  them  —  indeed,  maoh 
nan  fbm  had  been  shown  by  the  Secre- 
tar;^  of  State  fbr  India  in  the  £15,000 
which  he  imderstood  had  hem  dSend 
Ibem.  It  was  the  dn^  of  the  Goremment 
to  settle  qnestions  of  this  kind  at  once, 
and  not  to  put  them  off  so  long.  With 
a  Ktde  energy  the  present  matter  might 
be  settled  in  the  course  of  a  few  monUis. 
He  hoped  the  dinsion  that  night  would 
set  the  question  at  rest  for  ever.  It  de- 
pended especially  upon  the  India  Office  to 
prerrat  these  questions  from  being  brought 
forward.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
been  particularly  generous  to  the  iamily  of 
Kysore,  for  he  made  them  a  very  large 
grant  after  he  had  refused  the  demands 
for  a  number  of  years.  But  it  was  a  bad 
precedent  to  reAise  demands  for  a  number 
of  years  and  then  to  yield.  The  proper 
course  would  be  to  sift  thoroughly  erery 
daim  advanced,  and  when  that  had  been 
done  to  refuse  to  opm  the  etkse  again. 

Mk.  INOHAU  snpporfced  the  Uotioa 
tar  a  Committee,  on  uie  gnmnd  that  in 
the  two  Tacaneies  whioh  had  ooeumd 
after  the  Treaty  of  1801  the  hereditary 
title  had  beat  ren>eeied,  and  it  was  upon 
ttat  foundation  that  the  right  of  the  pre- 
sent claimant  rested.  It  was  stated  in  a 
Minute  of  the  Qoremor  General  that  the 
uncle  of  the  Nswab  of  that  day  claimed 
upon  the  ground  of  certain  allusions  made 
to  him  in  former  papers,  and  that  no  at- 
tempt would  be  made  to  weaken  his  olaim. 
That  might  be  taken  to  mean  that  in  the 
ease  of  &e  Nawab  leaving  no  children  the 
nnde  wonld  be  allowed  to  sueeeed.  When 
expectations  had  been  held  ont  to  a  man 
they  ought  to  be  oonatdered  as  a  pledge. 
The  Government  had  stated  that  oiroum- 
Btanoes  had  arisen  whidi  tndooed  tiiem  to 
aet  A»em  Jah  aside,  but  Oej  did  not  ssy 
what  those  araimstaaoea  were.  Oiivum- 
■tanoes  might  hare  altered,  but  the  Hetue 
Mr,  Mmnf  Stgmmr 


dioold  not  pvssmw  thai  they  had  altond 

wiihoat  inqnirr. 

Sm  CHIBI^  wood  said,  his  hon. 
Friend  behind  him  (Kr.  Dnnlop)  expressed 
a  wish  to  have  some  other  tribonad  beyond 
the  House  eonstitnted  to  inquire  into  the 
sttbjeot,  but  he  had  nnderstcrad  the  objeo' 
tion  stated  by  the  hon.  Member  to  be  to 
a  Committee.  He  was  t^poeed  to  an  iu- 
vestigation,  whether  conducted  by  a  Com- 
mittee or  by  any  other  tribunal.  To  pro- 
pose an  investigation  by  a  Committee  as 
had  been  done  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  opposite  into  the  anthenti- 
ci^  of  documents  in  a  langnage  va- 
known  to  Uiem,  and  into  ocenrreneea 
whioh  had  taken  plaoe  seventy  yean  ago, 
was  as  monstrous  a  proposition  as  ever 
had  been  made  to  that  House.  He 
hardly  thought  it  necessary  to  go  into  any 
aigumoit  on  the  anhjeet  of  appointing  a 
Committee,  the  q[>eeeh  of  his  hon.  aud 
learned  Priend  the  Solidtor  General  upon 
that  point  had  been  so  conclusive.  The 
whole  of  the  documents  connected  with 
the  case  had  been  laid  upon  the  table  and 
printed,  and  he  was  not  aware  that  there 
was  any  question  upon  which  a  Committee 
could  throw  any  light.  The  boo.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  stated  that  the 
reason  why  Azeem  Jah  was  dejHived  in 
1855  of  the  position  which  his  predeces- 
sors held,  was  the  imputed  treason  of  Wal< 
lajah  and  Omdnt-ul-Omrah  at  the  close  of 
the  last  century  ;  but  it  was  no  such  thing. 
The  reason  for  the  course  taken  in  1855 
was  not  any  that  had  been  alleged  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman ;  it  was  a  rea- 
son of  policy.  The  misohier  of  diifersnt 
kuds  which  had  resulted  from  the  main- 
tenanee  of  these  mock  fioyalttes  was  the 
real  and  valid  objection  to  t^em.  Lord 
Harris  stated  the  reason  shortly  and  as 
deariy  as  man  could  state  it  and  concluded 
that  the  strongest  grounds  of  pubUo  poKcy 
would  justify  their  abolition  if  it  could  be 
done  without  violation  of  failh.  The  ex- 
istenoe  of  those  nominal  sovereignties,  pos- 
sessed of  no  power,  but  beyond  the  law 
and  exempt  firam  it,  wasting  th«r  revenues 
on  a  number  of  profligate  and  fimatioal 
followers,  and  on  some  occasions  becoming 
an  actual  danger  to  the  Government,  was 
a  state  of  things  in  the  Gamatic  and  else- 
where which  it  behoved  the  Government . 
of  India  to  put  an  end  to  as  soon  as  they 
oonld,  provided  no  breach  of  finth  waa 
etHnmitted,  Now,  this  question  of  policrr 
was  one  upon  which  no  person  who  had 
addressed  tiie  House  had  /ffiepmsediui 
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opiiuoii.  A  mgatll  instaskoe  hw  ocesrred 
nmoo  the  Minute  of  Lord  Harris  ezempH- 
fying  the  <lang»  whieh  bis  foresight  lad 
petnted  out  ThB  King  of  Delhi,  who  hud 
bsra  bflfino  refemd  to,  was  one  of  these 
d^ond  and  nominal  prinoee.  Whenweae- 
Mmed  ibe  |unn«mDt  sorereignty-of  India 
he  waileft  with  no  territory  or  power,  hut 
was  absolotely  sapreme  within  the  palace 
of  Delhi,  and  no  further.  'Well,  it  was 
notorious  that  the  palace  of  Delhi  was  the 
scene  of  every  rioe.  He  did  not  say  that 
the  TTing  of  Delhi  instigated  the  mutiny, 
but  it  was  the  fact  that  the  mntineers  as- 
sembled at  Delhi,  that  in  their  presence 
the  King  was  induced  to  abet  and  assent 
to  the  murder  of  English  people,  and  that 
Delhi  was  made  the  centre  and  focus  of 
Ae  znsarreetion.  What  was  the  result? 
His  sons  paid  with  their  lires  the  penalty 
of  treasoo,  and  the  King  died  in  exile. 
Was  that  a  state  of  things  beneficial  to  the 
State  or  to  the  indiTidnid }  He  maintained 
tiut  in  that  and  in  other  like  oases  it  was 
ben^oial  to  netther,  mid  that  an  end 
should  be  pnt  to  a  poation  so  fraught 
with  mischief.  The  case  of  the  Mysore 
Tninoes  at  the  time  of  the  mutiny  at 
Vellore  was  a  precisely  similar  one.  He 
did  not  say  that  they  instigated  the  mutiny 
at  Vellore,  but  their  followers  did,  their 
names  were  used,  it  was  certain  that  en- 
couragement  was  given  to  the  mutiny  from 
their  palace,  and  very  Ettle  frirther  evi- 
dence  was  wanting  to  place  them  in  the 
position  of  the  King  of  Delhi  and  his  sons. 
The  anticipations  of  Jjord  lUrris,  thea, 
were  perfectly  Justified— namely,  that  these 
persons  might  become  a  source  of  greet 
danger.  It  was  true  that  at  Madrae  no 
danger  arose  from  the  Nawab,  because  the 
Government  of  Madras  was  strong  and 
Tigilant;  bnt  the  tranqnillitT  of  Madias 
waa  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  fixbear- 
anoe  vr  inflnenoe  exercised  1^  Aseem  Jah, 
bnt  to  the  fivreaight  and  the  strength  of  the 
Madras  Qevemment.  Hie  revenues  of 
these  innnces  were  spent  in  maintaining 
thousands  of  fonatieal  Mussulmuis,  and  it 
was  better  for  the  princes  tbemsehres  tiiat 
tiiey  should  not  be  in  a  position  which 
they  very  often  could  not  help — beeoming, 
if  not  the  inatagatora,  the  puppets,  and  in 
the  end,  not  improbably,  the  victims  of 
disaffectioB  or  revolt.  These  w«e  the 
grounds  on  whioh  the  measure  was  taken 
in  185A.  The  hoa.  and  learned  Gentk- 
man  had  asked  what  oinnunstanees  had 
oeoomd  to  ^ffevent  the  presMit  claimant 
fimn  ooBupying  the  aame  poaitifm  aa  hm 


predeoessor.  He  had  stated  tha  wasmw^ 
nor  were  there  any  eironnutanoea  is  tl» 
cmadnot  of  Aaeem  Jah  to  oountavaet  tbesa 
reasons.  He  had  managed  Ibr  a  time 
his  nephew's  aflhks.  Lam  Harris  stated 
in  Ids  Minute  &at  there  had  bew  grosa 
and  wasteflU  OKtrw^ganee  «k  hit  pari, 
and  that  an  amomt  of  debt  bad  been 
incurred  which  was  almost  uretrievable, 
and  there  oonU  be  little  doubt  that  the 
tendency  of  matters  was  to  grow  worse. 
The  only  question,  therefore,  was  whether 
this  grant  oould  be  revoked  wlttiout  a 
breach  of  fidth.  Now,  thehcm.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  gone  into  a  long  histmoal 
summary,  and  had  dwelt  on  the  great  sw- 
vioes  rendered  to  the  Ei^litb  this 
family ;  and  the  Engluh  were  «fte« 
spoken  of  as  if  they  had  disposaeased 
native  hereditary  prinoes  who  held  Hktar 
territwy  after  a  long,  vainterrupted,  sold 
peaeefril  sucoessioB.  Bat  that  was  Tof  no* 
means  the  ease.  Witiiin  firar  years  ttier* 
had  been  half^-dosen  persona  oalKiv 
themselves  Nawaba — the  tmtb  ben^  t^ 
the  Nawab  of  the  Camatio  was  tha 
lieutenant  of  the  Niaara  who  waa  ttia 
Govemw  of  the  southern  part  of  India 
OB  b^alf  of  the  Mogid  Smperors  of  India, 
and  be  at  Ms  pleasure  appointed  a  person 
to  govern  the  Camatio  under  him.  No 
doubt  there  was  a  tendwcy  in  the  office 
to  become  hereditary.  The  son  had  the 
means  of  <M>lieetiBg  treasure,  hv  means  of 
which  he  sometimes  bribed  the  superior 
power  to  appoint  him,  and  at  other  times 
gathered  a  military  fbree  together  and  ba- 
came  a  rival  with  the  person  a^pmnted. 
The  history  of  India  was  full  of  mstanees 
of  stru^les  of  this  kind  for  ^e  Niaan. 
ship  and  the  Nawabship,  in  which  one 
man  after  uotha  was  po^ed,  kffied,  er 
murdered  in  ngsA  snoeflsnin.  Mabnned 
Ali,  the  son  of  a  fexmer  Kawab,  who  waa 
a  perfeet  stranger  to  the  Canntio,  IbqgM 
in  iffianoe  with  us  gainst  the  Freimh.  who 
Bopported  the  daims  of  a  rival  eaadidate. 
The  supremacy  of  Franee  and  En^aad 
was,  in  fcKt,  fought  out  under  the  names 
of  rival  eazkdidates  in  the  Camatio  uid 
the  Deocan.  Mahomed  Ali,  then,  fought 
with  us,  not  because  he  was  attaAed  ta 
us,  but  because  it  was  his  interest  to  re- 
main fnyrfbl  to  us,  and  because  it  was  by 
our  asristanee  alone  that  he  oould  hope  to 
maintain  hu  position.  Thne  were  rival 
eandidateB  also  for  the  Niaamship.  Oar 
man  was  murdered,  the  candidate  sop- 
ported  by  tiw  I^mteh  waa  killed;  then  a 
coa^Bomvcteattnp.  Atlasttbe^ob 
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thing  vu  settled,  without  the  slighiest 
refereQce  to  the  olainu  of  the  candidates, 
by  the  Treaty  of  Paris  and  by  a  oompro- 
miset  the  Stench  agreeing  to  acknowledge 
our  nuD  for  the  Camatio  while  we  ac- 
oepted  thors  for  the  Beooan.  Our  man, 
luhomed  Ali,  remained  in  the  Camatio, 
but  the  Frenbh  candidate  for  the  Beooan 
whom  we  had  engaged  to  aoknowledge 
was  mnrdraed  \j  his  riral,  and  our  oan- 
^data  was  left  in  andistnrbed  possession, 
lliis  was  the  peaceable,  hereditary  posses- 
sion, transmitted  from  father  to  son  in  an 
nnintermpted  line,  which  the  English  in- 
truders were  supposed  to  have  put  sn  end  to. 
After  the  Treaty  of  1763,  the  English  re- 
warded Mahomed  Ali  by  obtaining  from 
the  Ifogul  an  acknowledgment  of  inde- 

rdenoe  in  his  favour.  Up  to  this  time 
had  been  faithful,  that  being  his  dear 
interest.  The  En^sh  Ooremment  di- 
Tided  the  power  and  authority  in  the  Car- 
natio ;  and  perpetual  difficulties  were  the 
result.  Then  came  the  second  war  with  Tip- 
poo  Baib.  Uahomed  AU  died  before  it  began, 
but  Lord  WellesUy  declared  that  his  son, 
Omdut-nl-Omrah  could  not  hare  been  more 
hostile  to  the  En^ish,  his  bene&etors,  if 
he  had  beoi  in  league  with  the  enemy. 
This  was  matter  of  faet  and  history,  and 
the  explanation  only  came  afterwards, 
when,  at  the  taking  of  Seringapatam, 
eridenoe  was  disooTwed  proving  the  fact 
of  treaoherons  eommunioatious  between 
Tippoo  Saib,  who  was  the  known  and 
inveterate  enemy  of  the  English,  and 
Hahomed  Ali  and  his  son.  Mr.  Mill, 
the  historian  of  India,  doubted  this.  But 
was  Mr.  Mill  or  a  Committee  of  this 
House  able  to  form  an  opinion  of  such 
value  as  that  of  the  men  named  by 
Mr.  Mill  himself?  Lord  Clive,  Lord 
Wellesley,  Sir  John  Malcolm,  and  some 
twelve  or  fifteen  men  whom  Mr.  Mill 
himself  described  as  the  foremost  men  of 
India,  were  all  convinced  of  the  treachery 
ni  Mahomed  Ali  and  his  son,  and  recorded 
tiiar  opinifHis  and  aoied  accordingly.  No 
iaquiiyand  no  investigation  by  a  Commit- 
tee of  doonments,  which  probably,  they 
ooold  not  undmtand,  would  at  ali  eqniu 
the  testimony  of  such  men  as  these.  To 
foUiom  the  depths  of  Oriental  intrigue  nnd 
treachery  was  at  all  times  difficult;  but 
this  was  as  clear  as  anything  of  the  time 
could  be  made,  and  he  did  not  see  how 
anybody  at  this  period  could  doubt  it 
The  consequence  was  that  theOovemment 
of  India  considered  themselves  perfectty 
•otitled  to  deal  with  the  Caraatio  as  for- 
Sir  CMm  Wwt 


fated;  and  Lord  Clive  announced  his 
intention  of  taking  possession  of  it  in 
the  name  of  the  Government  Lord  Wel- 
lesley, however,  preferred  doing  this  un- 
der tiie  guise  of  a  treaty,  for  in  those  days 
all  these  arrangements  were  in  the  shape 
of  treaties,  and  made  a  stipulation  with 
the  person  whom  he  put  np  to  sign 
that  breaty ;  but  all  that  Lord  Wdlee- 
ley  proposed  to  give  him  was  for  life, 
and  no  more.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  said  that  pwson  who  signed 
this  treaty  snoceeded  1^  hereditary  right 
He  was  not  the  heir,  uid  had  no  he- 
reditary right  at  aU,  and  he  him- 
self disavowed  that  he  had  any,  admitting 
that  whatever  hereditaiy  rights  had  been 
in  the  family  were  forfeited  by  the  con- 
duct of  Omdnt-ul-Omrah;  and  that  what 
he  bad  he  took  as  a  free  gift  from  the 
Government  of  India.  Lord  Wellesley 
was  a  master  of  statesmanship,  and  knew 
perfectly  well  what  he  was  doing.  There 
were  no  words  expressive  of  hereditary 
right  in  the  entire  of  the  document  on 
the  death  of  this  man,  the  Government  of 
Madras  examining  the  document,  consi- 
dered themselves  precluded  from  acknow- 
ledging his  BOO,  sod  asked  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  what  Uiey  were  to  do.  The 
Govemmmt  of  India  directed  them  to 
place  the  son  of  the  deceased  prinoe  in  his 
father's  place,  a  similar  transaction  took 
place  in  1825.  In  both  cases  it  was  an 
act  of  grace  and  favour  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  In  neither  case  was  it  a 
matter  of  right  under  the  treaty.  Lord 
Balhonsie  stated  that  on  ezaminmg  other 
treaties  made  about  the  same  time  with 
other  prinoes  for  similar  purposes,  he 
found  some  in  which  Lord  Wellesley  used 
the  words  "  heirs  and  successors,  and 
others  in  which  those  words  were  omitted, 
and  Lord  Balhonsie  inferred,  therefore, 
that  Lord  Wellesley  did  not  mean  to  give 
in  a  treaty  in  which  those  words  were 
omitted  the  same  rights  as  wore  intended 
to  he  oonferred  by  otiher  treaties,  in  whioh 
those  words  were  inserted.  It  was  not 
ea^  to  ocmceive  what  course  Lord  Welles- 
ley could  have  taken  to  make  his  meaning 
more  plain,  and  to  preclude  the  possibility 
of  an  hereditary  claim  being  urged.  The 
Treaty  of  1801  conferred  no  hereditary 
right  of  succession,  but  left  the  Govern- 
ment at  liberty  to  do  what  they  thought 
expedient  on  tiie  occurrence  of  each  va- 
cancy, and  though  in  1819  and  1826  th^ 
did  uiink  it  expedient  to  place  members 
of  AMom-ul-Dowlah's  funily ^  the  Mns- 
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nad,  in  1855  fhe  soandal  had  to  mndh  in* 

creased  and  the  eviU  became  bo  apparent 
that  the  GoTemment,  posseeuDg  stUl  the 
same  authority  as  in  1819,  thoaght  it  ex- 
pedient to  declare  that  this  dangerouB 
and  miachieToua  state  of  things  i^ould 
not  be  contiDued.  As  regarded  Lord 
Harris  it  was  quite  mmecessarj  that 
he  should  say  a  word  in  defence  of 
his  character  after  the  able  and  eloquent 
obeerrations  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Uember  for  Sent  (Sir  Edward  Bering), 
the  force  of  which  he  shoold  only  weaken 
by  attempting  to  add  anything  to  them. 
I^id  Dalhoosia  likewise  needed  no  defence 
at  his  hands;  he  was  one  of  the  ablest 
GoTemors  that  erer  swwed  the  destinies 
of  that  great  empire — a  ravseeing,  soond- 
judging  man ;  and  to  the  Uinnte  which  he 
drew  up  on  ^da  ver^  subject  he  had  never 
seen  any  answer  given.  The  case  came 
home,  and  he  had  caused  the  records  of 
the  Court  of  Directors  to  be  searched,  with 
a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  among  them 
there  had  been  any  difference  of  opinion 
on  this  point.  Some  members  of  the  Court 
of  Directors,  who  happened  now  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Indian  Council,  had  told  him 
that  the  Beport  was  agrjbed  to  with  only 
a  few  rerbal  alterations,  as,  indeed,  ap- 
peared upon  the  faoe  of  the  draft,  and  was 
nnanimously  approved  by  the  Court  of 
Directors  and  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of 
Control  in  1856.  In  1862  hewasaaked 
to  reverse  the  decision  of  nx  years  be- 
fore ;  and  he  had  declined  to  reverse  a 
deoi^cut  BO  deliberately  made  and  by 
snoh  antluwities  as  he  had  named.  Was 
he  to  be  blamed,  therefore,  for  follow- 
ing such  great  anthorities?  In  a  for- 
mer case  of  the  Mysore  princes  it  had  been 
said  that  he  was  guilty  of  great  ex- 
travagance iu  the  fdlowance  which  he 
assigned  for  them ;  now  when  he  did  more 
he  was  accused  of  parsimony.  The  first 
thing  which  had  been  done  for  Azeem  Jah 
was  to  pay  £420,000  debts.  He  had  been 
relieved  from  the  maintenance  of  anybody 
except  his  own  fomily,  and  having  had 
under  the  old  s^tem  an  income  of  £4,500, 
the  Indian  Gloveniment  proposed  to  give 
him  £10,000,  which  he  had  increased  to 
£15,000.  It  was  said  that  he  extrava- 
gantly increased  the  stipends  of  the  Uysore 
ipnaon.  In  th^  ease  there  were  one 
SOD,  twenW-two  grandsons,  and  thirteen 
great  grandsons — that  was  to  say,  thirty- 
five  heads  of  fkmilies  in  all;  and  the  ul- 
timate provision  for  them  amounted  to 
£17,000  a  year,  whereas  Azeem  Jah  and 


hissingle  fomily  had  £15,000.  The  hon. 
Ifemb^  for  Windsor  (Mr.  Tansittart) 
accused  him  of  having  endorsed  all  the 
statements  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Southwark  (Mr.  Layard)  when  he  brought 
forward  the  claims  of  Azeem  Jah.  What 
he  had  stated  was  that  forther  information 
was  required,  but  that  in  which  he  had 
entirely  concurred  with  him  was  in  think- 
ing it  would  be  unreasonable  to  starve 
the  prince  into  submission  by  withholding 
from  him  the  means  of  maintaining  him- 
self. The  Nawab  had  been  at  Ulwrty  to 
draw  the  whole  of  his  stipend  if  he  chose. 
Last  year  it  was  said  that  he  had  taken  no 
mone^ ;  but  though  he  had  not  accepted 
the  situation,  as  Sir  Charles  Tteev^aa 
once  said,  he  had  drawn  the  money.  Whe- 
ther an^  part  of  it  had  been  w^ed  in 
placarding  the  towns  of  Lanoauure  and 
trying  to  persuade  the  people  to  think 
that  their  cotton  supply  was  contangent 
on  his  restoration  to  the  throne,  as  he 
heard  had  been  done,  he  would  not  say, 
but  most  certainly  it  had  not  been  applied 
in  pa^ng  his  debts.  It  had  also  been  said 
that  it  was  not  Lord  Dalhousie's  decision, 
but  only  his  own  that  was  questioned. 
What  difference  there  could  be  between 
Lord  Dalhousie's  decision  and  his  own,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  comprehend,  except  that 
the  case  was  much  stronger  now  than  at 
the  time  when  Lord  Dalhousie's  decision 
was  given.  The  existence  of  this  olass  of 
prineeB  In  India  was  only  a  possible  danger 
thni ;  experience  had  proved — in  the  case 
of  tiie  King  of  Delhi — that  it  was  actual 
danger.  To  nverse  a  decision  of  the  Indian 
Government  oonflrmed  by  the  House  re- 
quired a  case  tea  times  stronger  than  one 
upon  which  a  decision  might  be  asked  for 
in  the  first  instance.  Lord  Wellesley,  Lord 
Clive,  Sir  Thomas  Munro,  Lord  Harris, 
Lord  Dalliousie,  the  Court  of  Directors, 
and  Lord  Lyveden  had  all  been  of  the  same 
opinion.  There  were  no  grounds  shown 
npon  which  he  ought  to  reverse  a  decision 
arrived  at  by  authorities  of  such  weight 
and  character.  Nothing  could  be  so  dan- 
gerous or  mischievous  to  our  Indian  em- 
pire as  to  create  a  belief  that  a  decision 
once  given  by  the  Indian  and  approved 
by  the  Home  Government  might  be  un- 
settled or  shaken.  Remembering  the  tenure 
by  whidli  India  was  held,  he  earnestly 
entreated  the  House  not  to  sanction  such  a 
Motion,  and  thereby  estabUsh  a  precedent 
so  fraught  with  dwger  to  the  stability  of 
our  power  in  India. 
CoLOHKL  DICKSON  regretted  that  he 
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had  heard  natkdng  in  that  ffisotmKHi  to 
justify  the  course  porsaed  bj  the  Qorem- 
ment  in  this  case.  He  agreed  with  the 
Iwn.  Member  for  Kent  as  to  the  high  cha- 
raeter  of  the  Ctoremors  who  had  given  an 
opinion  on  the  subjects,  but  he  might  use 
the  words  of  the  hon.  Member  below  him, 
when  he  said  that  however  fatmoiurable  and 
Qfffight  they  might  be,  there  seemed  to  be 
some  disturbing  medium  through  which 
thej  viewed  questions  of  this  KAi  when 
in  India.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
Charles  Wood)  had  talked  <^  Oriental  in- 
trigue and  duplicity,  but  rarely  the  ctmdnct 
of  England  in  this  matter  had  been  charac- 
terized by  these  very  qnaHtieB.  The  real 
question  was,  had  Aneem  Jah  any  heredi- 
tary title  under  the  Treaty  o€  1801 — and 
it  could  hardly  be  denied  that  the  treaty 
was  hereditary— when  the  claim  nnder  it 
had  been  allowed,  and  the  money  paid  for 
fif^-five  years.  It  was  not  pretended  that 
any  article  of  the  treaty  had  been  broken 
by  Azeem  Jah,  or  that  there  was  any  fault 
to  be  found  with  him,  but  the  treaty  was 
son^t  to  be  set  aside  upon  the  ground  of 
a  supposed  trattorons  cwrespondence  that 
coourred  fifty  years  ago.  Another  reason 
was  that  he,  having  an  income  of  £115,000 
a  year,  was  in  debt  £300,000 ;  but  if  that 
were  crinunal  who  in  that  House  would 
escape  scot  firee  f  He  lotted  upon  what 
bad  Deen  done  as  the  greatest  act  of  injus- 
tice ever  eommittod  1^  a  Xiberal  Gorem- 
ment,  and  in  the  name  of  English  honour 
and  jostice  protested  against  it. 

CoLONSL  STKES  said,  that  he  was 
Chairman  of  the  Court  of  Directors  at 
tile  time  In  question,  and  signed  the 
Despatch  complained  of  Uinistenally.  If 
he  bad  done  so  iu  any  other  sense  he 
would  have  belied  the  whole  course  of  his 
oonduot  as  one  of  the  administrators  of 
the  af&ira  of  India;  for  he  had  alVays 
to  tiie  utmost  of  his  power  been  a  sup- 
|K>rter  of  the  rights  of  the  Native  princes 
in  India,  and  he  could  not  help  thinking 
tiiat  the  observations  which  had  fallen 
£nntt  the  Solicitor  Genwal,  to  the  effect 
that  it  was  had  policy  to  uphold  in  that 
country  the  titutar  priQees  who  existed 
there,  were  most  misddevoos  in  thdr  ten- 
dency, as  well  as  in  dinot  eppo6iti<ni  to 
the  proclamation  of  the  Qnem  on  assum- 
ing the  govemmeut  of  India.  There 
were  in  India  many  of  those  princes,  and 
what,  he  should  like  to  know,  could  be 
their  feelings  if  not  those  ef  distrust  and 
doubt  when  they  found  tiiat  such  enres- 
sions  had  been  used  by  an  Offioor  of  the 


Grown?  As  fo  the  claims  of  Friaoe  Azeem 
Jah,  they  were,  he  maintained,  good,  as 
based  on  the  original  grants  to  his  fiunily, 
embodied  in  treaties  with  the  Emperor  of 
Delhi  and  the  Sonbadarof  the  Deooan.  It 
will  sn£5ce  to  quote  a  few  words  frmt 
the  treaty  perpetual  alliance  and 
friendship  concluded  in  February,  1768, 
between  the  East  India  Company  and  the 
Sonludar  of  the  Deocan  (the  Nizam)  to 
prove  that  the  rig^  of  tiie  Nawab  of  tite 
Cwnatie  had  been  long  eonflrmed  and 
odcBowle^ed  by  the  Emperw  of  Delhi 
and  the  Nizam.  The  7ia  articla  com- 
mences as  follows : — 

"  Tbe  nalt«d  and  Uloitnoiu  Emparor  Shah 
AUtuo,  bAviag  Iwen  pleased,  oat  of  his  great 
&Tour  tad  high  eatoem  for  tbe  Navab,  WalUh  Jaih, 
to  give  and  grant  to  bun  and  to  his  eldest  sod, 
Mojin-ool-Hoolk,  Oomdut-ool-Dowlah,  ud  their 
heira  fcr  erer,  the  GoTmunent  of  the  Oarnatie, 
Payeen  Ghaut,  and  the  oonntnea  depnndaat 
thereon  hj  hU  Rojal  FtRBan  beariog  date  tbe  SOtk 
Aagost  1766  ia  tbe  sixth  year  of  the  said  Em- 
peror's reign,  and  the  Nawab,  Asif  Jah  Nixam- 
ool-MooIk,  dec.,  haTing  also  oat  of  bis  aflbetioB  and 
regard  for  the  said  Wallah  Jab,  released  Um,  his 
son,  MojiiHMl-Moolk,  and  their  heirs  and  saoeee- 
son  for  ever  from  ail  dependeooe  oo  the  Deoau, 
4o." 

I%is  quotation  is  sufficient  for  the  ail- 
ment The  Empmor  of  Delhi — equally 
the  Lord  of  the  Nizam  md  the  Nawab  of 
the  Oamatio  by  Boyid  Firman  in  an  AK 
tum{^  gran^  ecnfers  tite  government  of 
the  Ganiatie  upon  Wallah  JiA  and  his  hmrs 
for  ever.  An  Altumgha  means  the  Royal 
seal  to  a  Boyal  grant  in  perpetuity  de- 
scending to  postmity,  and  never  contem- 
plates the  extinction  <^  family  rights. 
Whatever  personal  rights  the  Nawab  of 
the  Camatio  gave  up,  therefore,  to  the 
Company  by  the  Treaty  of  1801  he  had 
not  any  power  to  extinguish  the  rights  of 
his  heirs  under  the  Al^mgha  grant,  and 
upon  such  a  grant  before  a  proper  tribunal 
the  present  claimant  would  be  enabled  to 
establish  his  rights.  Some  such  tribunal, 
independent  equally  of  the  (Tonrt  of  Di- 
rectors, the  Board  of  CTontrol,  and  the 
Government  ai  India,  he  (C!olonel  Sykes), 
had  often  advocated  while  a  member  of  the 
Coort  of  Directors.  Had  then  been  sueh 
a  court,  half  the  odium  thrown  upen  fte 
Company  for  annexations  would  hm  been 
avoided ;  and  with  respect  to  the  jKesent 
claimant,  he  trusted  his  case  would  be 
referred  to  a  Sdeot  (Committee,  when  his 
claims  could  be  more  &irl^  investigated 
than  Umt  oonld  possibly  be  m  that  House, 
iriure  the  question  was  aigued  fay  hon. 
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Hembm  mofe  er  I0M  in  the  spirit  of 

Qaeation,  "Thai  a  Select  Comnittee  be 
offpeinted,"  &o.,  put. 

The  House  <2nwM.'— AyetSS  ;  Koee 
63:  Mi^ty  15. 

lORHOPOUTAH  IIADT  TOAnTiM  [aUABUXB 
OF  BBPATHBXT  OF  KOITBT]  BIUi. 

BMotaiton  [Ifanh  IS]  r^wrM. 

"  That  it  ii  expetont  to  flo^ower  the  Com- 
nuBNOnm  ot  Her  Mawstf's  Treumr  to  giiaraD< 
tM  the  np^jmmt  of  »aj  money  that  m»j  be 
borrowed  mder  the  prorisioni  of  moj  Aot  of  the 
pment  Senioo  fcr  extendior  the  period  for  bor- 
zowiog  moMj  «nder  '  The  Hud  Drainage  Elxtan- 
lioit  Aflt,  1868.'  with  the  intWMt  tbaraoB.** 

RflMdation  agreed  to. 

Bill  0RferM2  to  be  bronght  in  hj  tb.  Domoh, 
Ifr.  CauKixtMB  ef  ths  ExoaiqosB,  aod  Mr. 
FnL. 

Bin  pramted,  and  x«ad  1".  [BUI  78.} 

HouM  mdjoomed  at  a  qoarter 
before  Xvelve  trolock. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 
JTediMday,  MwroH  15,  1866. 

MINUTES.]— Puauo  Bnut— OniAwi— Cbeliea 

Bri^  Toll  Abolition. 
8ewma  Bea^sg  —  MttropoUtan  Uda  Drainage 

Eztenaion*  r78]. 

~"  ~         TariH  Id  Oria^nal  Oaaoi  £94]. 
JURIES  IN  OBIHINAL  OASES  BILL. 

[bill  24.]     SECOND  IU!&DIN&, 

Order  fer  Second  Reading  read. 

SteCOLHAN  O'LOaHLBN,  m  morme 
the  leeood  reading  of  Jaries  in  Criminin 
Caaea  Bill,  said,  the  meanire  might  be  de- 
aerihed  as  a  ehapter  of  the  proposed  digest 
of  the  unwritten  law,  and  would  introduce 
a  Terj  deBtrable  improTement  in  onr  pre- 
sent judicial  sjatem.  The  law  had  hither- 
to fluctuated  with  respect  to  the  power  of 
Judges  to  discharge  juries  who  could  not 
agree  to  a  verdict  in  oriminal  cases.  In 
the  dajs  of  Lord  Coke  it  was  eonsidered 
that  a  jury  once  sworn  in  a  criminal  case 
eoirid  not  be  discharged  under  any  cir> 
evmstances  until  thej  had  foand  a  rerdict. 
fiot  in  nodem  times  Judges  had  assumed 
a  right  to  discharge  jnrira  in  those  cases 
where  it  waa  found  they  had  been  looked 
up  for  a  sofl&iient  period,  and  that  they 
coidd  not  agree  iip<m  their  verdict.  The 
right  of  the  Jndgea  to  do  thia  waa  qae»> 
tiowd  in  A*  Court  of  QMcn't  Bench  in 


Irdand  in  the  ease  of  "The  Qneen  «. 
Lynch  snd  Conway,"  whieb  was  tried  in 
m  year  1844.  That  was  a  case  of 
Border,  and  the  prisoner  was  twice  tried. 
At  the  flrst  trial  the  jary  disagreed, 
and  the  Judge  discharged  tihem,  merely 
because  they  could  not  agree.  At  the  se- 
oond  trial  the  prisoners  were  fonnd  guilty ; 
hut  he  (Sir  Cdman  O'Loghlen),  who  had 
acted  as  one  of  their  coauset,  contended  that 
they  could  not  he  tried  a  second  time,  inas- 
much as  the  jury  had  been  illegally  dis- 
charged on  uie  former  occasion.  The 
point  came  on  for  atgnmeot  on  a  writ 
of  error  before  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  in  Ireland,  who  derided  that  a 
jury  sworn  in  a  capital  case  could  not 
be  discharged  under  such  circumstances. 
The  result  was  that  the  prisoners  were 
allowed  to  go  free,  the  Law  Adrisers  of 
the  Crown  not  thinhipg  themselTBS  jnsti- 
fied  in  brinpttg  the  subject  before  the 
Hons*  of  Lords  on  appeal.  Since  that  time 
jaries  had  not  been  discharged  in  Ireland 
in  capital  easea  until  they  hu  been  locked 
up  such  a  time  that  tt  was  proved  by 
medical  eridencc  that  it  would  be  danger- 
ous to  some  one  or  more  of  the  jurymen 
to  keep  them  locked  up  for  a  further  time. 
The  authority  of  the  ease  of  '*  The  Queen  v. 
Lynch  aod  Conway'*  had  nerer  been  over- 
ruled by  any  judicial  decision.  In  England, 
in  the  year  1849,  a  somewhat  similar  point 
was  raised  before  the  Court  of  Queen'a 
Bench  in  the  case  of  **Tbe  Queen  v.  New- 
ton." The  jury  in  that  case  were  dia- 
obarged,  they  not  having  been  able  to  agree 
to  a  verdict ;  and  before  the  prisoner  was 
brought  np  for  a  second  trial  a  writ  of 
Aa&Mi  eorvuf  waa  issned  on  his  behalf  on 
the  ground  that  the  jury  had  been  im- 
properiy  discharged  at  the  preceding  trial. 
The  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  refused  to 
discharge  the  prisoner  before  the  second 
trial  should  take  pince.  At  that  second  trial 
the  prisoner  was  acquitted,  and  no  further 
steps  were  taken  in  the  matter.  The 
point  at  issue,  therefore,  conld  not  be  eon- 
sidered as  decided  in  that  case.  In  the 
Queen  e.  Davidson,"  in  the  year  1860, 
the  same  point  was  raised ;  and  the  Court 
decided  that  the  Judge  had  the  power  to 
discharge  the  jary  ;  but  they  intimated  at 
the  same  time  that  they  did  not  then  mean 
of  overrule  the  decision  tn  the  case  of  '*  The 
Queen  v.  Lynch  and  Conway,"  beeauae  the 
case  before  them  was  one  of  misdemeanor, 
while  the  other  was  one  of  Mony.  In  the 
yearl861  aproseentionwaa  institoted  in  the 
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order  of  the  Hodu  of  Commons*  for  alleged 
bribery.  Ooe  of  the  witnetses  then  pro- 
daoed  by  the  Attorney  Oeneral  refiued  to 
giro  efideoce ;  the  Crown  could  not  supply 
the  omission  which  thus  arose ;  and  the 
Judge  took  it  upon  himself  to  discharge 
tiie  jury,  and  adjoomed  the  trial  till  the 
next  assiies.  The  case  was  argued  before 
the  Court  of  Queen's  Beneh,  and  the  Court 
nnanimonsly  held  that  the  Judge  had 
power  to  discbarge  the  jury,  hut  were  di- 
fided  as  to  whe^er  the  Judge  had  in 
that  ease  properly  discharged  the  jury, 
two  of  them  holding  that  he  had,  while 
ooe  of  them  came  to  the  opposite  eonclasion, 
and  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  said  that  he 
had  been  unable  to  make  up  his  mind  upon 
the  subject.  On  that  occasion  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  stated  that  "with  regard 
to  the  right  of  a  Judge  to  discharge  a 
jury,  it  was  impossible  not  to  feel  that  the 
law  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  a  most  un- 
satisfactory cooditioD."  He  (Sir  Colman 
0*lrfigblen)  beliered  that  these  nrcum- 
stanees  afforded  a  perfect  jnsti6eaUon  for 
his  bringing  forward  Uie  present  measure. 
The  Bill  was  s  sort  of  digost,  and  would 
put  into  one  sbiHi  Aet  the  whole  law  n^n 
the  subject  of  discharging  or  detaining 
juries  in  criminal  cases.  By  one  of  its 
prorisions  a  Judge  would  hare  the  power 
of  allowing  refreshments  to  a  jury  after 
they  retired  ;  and  an  end  would  thus  be 
put  to  the  present  barbarous  law,  that  a 
jnry  in  a  eriminal  case,  after  their  retire- 
ment, should  be  kept  without  meat  or 
drink,  or  fire.  He  saw  from  the  assize 
intelligence  that  a  jury  had  recently  been 
locked  up  for  thirty  hours  without  refresh- 
ment. Several  Judges  had  repeatedly  de- 
clared that  such  a  relio  of  barbarous  times 
ought  to  be  got  rid  of.  By  the  first  clause 
in  Uie  Bill  it  was  pronded  that  in  eriminal 
eases  a  jury  should  not  separate  without 
leare,  but  that  if  they  did  separate  that 
fact  should  not  innlidate  the  verdiet.  The 
second  clause  pronded  that  if  a  jury  se- 
parated without  leave,  the  Judge  might, 
at  his  discretion,  either  continue  the  trial 
with  the  same  jury  or  discharge  them  and 
swear  in  a  new  jury ;  and  in  either  ease 
might  inflict  such  fines  as  he  might  think 
proper  on  all  or  any  of  the  jurors  who 
may  have  so  separated  withoot  leave. 
The  third  clause  provided  that  where  a 
criminal  case  shall  last  more  than  ooe  day 
the  Judge  might  either  keep  the  jury  toge- 
ther or  idlow  them  to  separate.  According 
to  the  present  state  of  the  hiw  a  jury 
might  be  allowed  to  separate  if  the  triu 
Sir  Colmm  (TlvgUm 
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lasted  for  more  than  one  day  in  eases  of 
misdemeanor,  but  not  of  felony.  He  could 
suppose  eases  of  felony  in  which  the  Judge 
might,  widiout  any  bad  result,  allow  £e 
jury  to  separate,  and  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  Judge  should  have  that  power.  In  Ire- 
land in  eities,  the  county  eases  were  tried  by 
statute  in  a  court-house  locally  situated  in 
the  city,  and  the  question  had  ariseD«  whe- 
ther a  Judge  trying  a  county  ease  in  sneh  a 
court-house  could  send  ^e  junr  to  u  botd 
in  the  mtyt  because  the  hotel  was  out  of 
the  jurisaiotion  of  the  county  sheriff.  A 
trial  had  taken  place  last  year  in  Dublin  in 
which  the  jury  were  looked  up  for  three  or 
four  nights  in  the  court-honse  because  the 
ease  was  not  a  city  but  a  county  case.  He 
would,  therefore,  give  power  to  the  Judge 
to  direct  that  the  jury  might  be  locked  up 
either  in  the  court-house  or  in  an  adjoining 
hotel.  The  4th  and  5tii  clauses  involved 
a  principle  which  the  House  might  scarcely 
wish  to  sanction — whether  the  Judge  ought 
to  have  the  power  to  discharge  a  jory,  when 
onoe  sworn,  before  they  had  retired  to 
consider  thmr  verdict.  He  admitted  that 
such  a  power  was  liable  to  abuse,  and  in 
political  eases  it  had  been  abused ;  when, 
for  example.  Chief  Justice  Scroggs  dis- 
charged the  jury  in  order  to  enable  the 
Crown  to  get  up  a  better  case  againat  the 
prisoners.  He  would  not  contend  for 
such  a  power ;  but  he  desired  to  submit 
the  question  to  the  House,  and  abide 
by  their  decision,  whether  it  was  proper 
that  the  Judges  should  have  it.  In  the 
case  of  "The  Queen  v.  Chariesworth," 
the  Judges  decided  that  they  had  the 
power,  but  that  it  ought  not  to  be  exer- 
cised wiibont  strong  reasons.  By  the  *^th 
clause  the  Judge  was  required  in  certain 
cases  to  certify  the  cause  of  the  discharge 
to  tiie  Lord  Chancellor.  The  6th  claose 
met  the  ease  ef  a  Judge  being  unable  to 
continue  the  trial,  when  be  should  propose 
that  Uie  jury  should  be  disehsjrged.  The 
other  clauses  provided  that  after  a  jury 
had  retired  they  might  be  dischai^^  in 
case  of  the  illness  of  one  of  the  jurors ; 
that  in  case  of  disagreement  the  Judge 
might  discharge  them  if  he  thought  fit 
after  they  had  been  kept  together  for  a  rea- 
sonable time;  that  there  should  be  no  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Judge;  and  that 
in  all  cases  where  the  jurors  had  been  dis- 
charged the  accused  might  be  tried  again. 
The  only  objection  that  he  could  ctmceive 
against  the  Bill  was  that  it  was  of  a  de- 
claratory  nature,  hut  he  did  not  think 
that  waa  any  reaKwaUe  olgeotioa  to  the 
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Bill,  and  lie  begged  to  move  Ub  seeond 
retdiDg. 

UotioD  made,  aod  Qaestion  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read.' a  second 
time.*'— (iSb-  Oolman  0*Zoghien.) 

TBI  SOLIOITOB  GENERAL  uid, 
be  regretted  that  he  eonld  not  assent  to 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  hoped 
that  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  would  be 
content  with  baring  made  his  statement, 
and  wonld  not  press  the  Bill  to  a  seoood 
reading.  His  hon.  and  learned  Friend  said 
that  this  Bill  was  to  some  extent  a  digest 
of  the  law  relating  to  jurors  in  criminal 
cases.  Bnt  he  (the  Solicitor  Qeneral) 
begged  to  say  that  it  had  no  pretensions  to 
be  oalled  a  digest,  for  there  were  a  great 
manj  points  of  the  law  relating  to  jnrors 
that  were  not  touched  upon  at  all.  A 
digest  of  the  law  relating  to  jurors  would 
have  to  deal  with  their  qualifications,  the 
mode  of  summoning  juries,  and  a  nnmber 
of  other  qnections  of  great  importanee, 
open  which  the  Bill  did  not  tooofa.  With 
respeot  to  so  mnoh  of  the  BUI  as  was  de> 
claratory,  be  could  not  help  thinking  that 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  himself  had 
statod  strong  objections.  His  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  was  opposed  to  nnneoessary 
Isolation,  and,  no  doubt,  where  the  law 
was  settled,  the  moltiplieation  of  Acts  of 
Parliament  was  mischievous.  Now,  there 
were  many  cases  oontomplatod  in  this  Bill 
with  regard  to  which  declarations  were  not 
at  all  required.  They  did  not  want  a  de- 
elaration  that  a  Judge  had  power  to  fine 
jurors,  or  that  jurors  might  be  discharged 
in  cases  of  illness,  or  that  if  a  jury  could 
not  agree  the  Judge  might  discharge  them, 
or  that  where  a  jnry  was  discha^^  the 
trial  should  be  held  to  be  null  and  void. 
All  these  declarations  were  qnlto  unneeea- 
sary,  and  thmfore  mischierons.  But  with 
respect  to  those  portions  of  the  Bill  which 
were  not  declaratory,  there  were  also  some 
seriooB  objections.  The  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department  had  thought  it  his  duty 
to  consult  the  Chief  Justices  with  regard 
to  the  proriiions  of  the  Bill,  and  they  were 
botli  opposed  to  them.  There  was  one  pro- 
Tision  which  might  possibly  be  salutary — 
namely,  that  contained  in  the  7th  claose, 
to  the  effect  Uiat  after  a  jury  in  a  criminal 
ease  should  hare  retired  to  consider  their 
verdict,  it  should  he  lawful  for  the  Judge 
to  order  them  reasonable  refreshment.  If 
that  ^roTision  were  adopted  in  civil  as  well 
as  enminal  cases,  he  (the  Solicitor  General) 
was  ioelined  to  think  it  would  be  MUatary, 


and  he  thought  that  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  would  be  well  advised  to  widiilraw 
this  Bill  and  confine  his  attontion  to  a 
measure  which  should  embody  that  pro- 
Tision.  As  to  pronding  for  the  case  of  a 
jury  separaUng  without  leaTo,  as  the  Chief 
Justiee  of  the  Qneen'a  Beneh  had  remarked, 
that  was  a  ease  which  had  never  yet  arisen ; 
so  with  respect  to  a  Judge  having  a  fit 
during  a  trial,  that  case  had  never  arisen, 
and,  if  it  shonid,  there  would  not  be  the 
slightest  difficulty  about  the  matter,  for, 
beyond  doubt,  a  new  trial  would  take  place. 
His  hon.  and  learned  Friend's  Bill  would 
give  the  Jndge  power  to  allow  the  jury  to 
separate  in  cases  of  felony  or  treason  which 
should  last  more  than  one  day.  He  (the 
Solicitor  General)  was  not  quite  cartatn 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  intrust  the 
Judges  with  that  power.  Every  one  be- 
lieved that  the  Judges  in  our  time  always 
acted  from  the  best  possible  motives,  but 
there  might  be  oases  in  which  such  a  di«- 
eretion  in  the  hands  of  Hie  Judge  might 
not  be  well  exercised ;  and  he  was  not,  as 
a  rule,  in  favour  of  giving  to  the  Judges 
more  power  than  they  now  possessed.  The 
power  to  allow  the  jury  to  separate,  or  go 
to  different  hotels,  where  they  might,  per- 
haps, converse  with  other  persons  about 
the  case  wonld  be  one  which  it  would  be 
hardly  safe  to  confer.  It  was  better  that 
the  jury  in  such  cases  should  be  kept  to- 
gether, though  at  some  inconvenience  to 
themselves.  He  would  next  refer  to 
Clauses  4  and  5.  Clause  4  especially 
raised  a  grave  constitntional  question,  ft 
was  to  the  effect  that  after  the  party  ao- 
oused  has  been  given  in  charge  to  a  jury 
on  the  trial  of  any  criminal  ease,  and  be- 
fore the  jon  have  retired  to  eonrider  thwr 
verdiet,  it  snail  be  lawful  fsr  the  Judge 
to  discharge  the  jury  then  unpandled  if 
the  Judge  shall  eimuder  that  a  case  of 
evident  necessity  for  sueh  discharge  has 
arisen,  or  shall  deem  it  right  for  the  pur- 
poses of  jnstice  to  order  such  discharge. 
It  would  be  highly  inexpedient  to  m- 
voBt  the  Judge  with  that  power.  There 
had  been  times  when  Judges  were  under 
the  in&nenoe  of  the  Crown,  and  when  this 
power  was  exercised  in  a  manner  most 
injurious  to  the  snbjeot.  He  might  refer 
to  the  case  of  Sir  John  Fenwick  and 
Mr.  Whitebread,  where  the  parties  were 
put  on  trial  for  treason  and  the  case  of 
the  Crown  was  not  |woved,  and  where 
Chief  Justice  Seroggs,  to  give  eooneel  for 
the  Crown  farther  opportnoity  of  proving 
tiieir  case,  dis^arged  the        ftnd  ithe 
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priMwera  were  again  pot  on  trial  tad 
flOBTioted.  That  practice  wu  not  oncom- 
Bion  before  the  SOToUtioo*  bnt  U  waa  die- 
approred  of  by  Lord  Hale  and  other  verj 
•minent  Jndgea,  and  vaa  not  the  pnwtiee  a 
reoent  tiniee.  No  doubt  U  venlabe  omito- 
nient  Ibt  the  Lav  Offiom  of  the  Crown, 
bnt  it  would  be  eztremdj  dangerous  to  the 
subject,  and  wu  a  power  that  ought  not  to 
be  exercised.  His  hou.  and  leuued  Friend 
was  not  oomot  in  stating  that  in  the  ease 
of  the  Queen  o.  Charleaworth,  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Benob  had  deoided  that  the  Judge 
had  power  to  discharge  the  jurj.  In  that 
trial  a  witness  did  not  appear,  and  Ux. 
Justice  Hilt,  thinking  that  he  had  been 
tampered  with,  took  upon  huudf  to  dis- 
ofaarge  the  jury.  The  ease  came  subse- 
^ueiUly  before  the  Court  of  Queen  *s  Bench, 
and  his  faon.  and  learned  Friend  was  not 
correct  in  saying  that  the  Judges  decided 
that  thej  puaeeaed  the  power.  The  sole 
qnestioa  decided  waa  that  the  jurj  hariog 
been  disdiaiged,  rightly  or  wrong^T.  the 
defendant  could  not  say  that  he  had  been 
aeqnkted.  Two  of  the  Judges  tbooght  it 
elearly  wrong  to  discharge  the  jury  ;  an- 
other thought  it  was  right,  and  another 
doubted  ;  but  the  point  opon  wliieh  all  were 
agreed,  was  that  Mr.  Charteaworth  could 
not  avail  himself  of  the  matter  so  as  not 
to  be  tried  again.  It  would  be  better  to 
leuTO  this  rery  difficult  question  alone.  He 
ventured  to  predict  that  it  was  a  powor 
whioh  Tery  few  J  udgee  would  erer  take  upon 
theouelves  to  ezercue  again  ;  but  if  it 
should  be  eKcrcised  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances, let  it  be  exercised  on  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  Jndge.  If  they  made  it  law 
by  a  statutory  enaetment  it  would  become 
the  ordinary  course  of  pnweeding.  When- 
ever a  ease  for  the  Crown  wm  breaking 
down,  the  oonnsel  for  Uie  Crown  would 
apply  to  the  Judge  to  dischatge  the  jury 
for  die  ends  of  justice.  If  soeh  an  appli- 
cation were  made,  the  Judge  might  say 
the  Legislature  gare  him  the  power  to 
grant  it  for  the  promotion  of  the  ends  of 
justice,  and  he  might  think  the  coousel  for 
the  Crown  should  hare  another  opportunity 
for  bringing  forward  their  ease.  The  pro- 
posal was  open  to  a  grave  constitutional 
objection,  and  be  (the  Solicitor  General) 
was  opposed  to  it.  Clause  5  would  follow 
Clause  4  ;  bnt,  as  Olanae  4  waa  objected 
to.  Clause  5  was  nnneoeiwry.  The  fol- 
lowin|[  waa  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Justiee 
on  thu  subject: — 

"Tbopowsrof  4isebsrgiii|;  the  jury  might  be 
sasnised  in  a  eua  aboot  to      and  a  man  ntfM 
S%9  SoUeitor  Gmval 


bfl  twlM  put  i^on  trial  oentraryto  the  ftndaaM^ 
tal  prindides  of  the  criminal  law." 

As  the  Bill  was  open  to  so  many  olijectionB 
it  waa  not  denrable  to  press  the  seeond 
reading^  and  he  hoped  that  his  boo.  nnd 
leumed  Fri«nd,  to  whom  they  wen  in- 
debted for  bcbgjng  on  this  diaenamn, 
would  take  the  same  new  of  the  question. 
He  suggested  to  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  to  con5ne  bimaelf  to  the  smaller 
enactment  containing  the  previsions  he 
(the  Solicitor  QeneraJ)  had  indicated,  and 
to  withdraw  the  Motion  for  the  aaoond 
reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mb.  darby  GRIFFITH  said,  he  sop- 
posed  tiie  observations  of  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral would  be  condusire  as  to  the  £ste  of 
the  Bill,  but  there  was  a  point  in  eonnee* 
tion  with  the  subject  to  which  he  wished  to 
direct  attention,  and  that  was  the  treat- 
ment which  juries  reouved  with  respect  to 
payment  of  uidr  expenses.  Common  juriss 
hitherto  had  been  treated  in  the  most  bar- 
barons  muner.  They  were  kept  without 
food,  fire,  and  light,  until  they  had  agreed 
upon  their  Tordict,  and  if  they  could  not 
agree,  the  practice  used  to  he  that  they 
were  drawn  upon  a  hurdle  to  the  border  m 
the  county  and  there  dismissed,  and  we  did 
not  give  them  the  least  oompensatiou  for 
attending  in  criminal  cases.  He  had  been 
lately  in  a  court  where  the  Judge  had 
remarked  that  barristers  and  solicitors, 
prosecutors  and  witnesses,  and  all  the 
officials  connected  with  the  carrying  on  of 
a  trial  were  paid  eioept  the  jurors,  who 
received  nothing  at  all.  [Hr.  Hokt  :  The 
Sheriff  ?]  That  was  quite  a  different 
thing.  The  sheriff  was  aupposed  to  seek 
his  office  on  aoeount  of  the  dignity  and 
importance  attached  to  it,  uid  at  least  was 
not  of  that  daas  of  life  to  whom  a  small 
expense  waa  an  ottjoet,  but  the  jurors 
came  from  the  same  class  as  the  prose- 
cutors. And,  with  respect  to  the  ^eriff, 
be  begged  to  say  that  he  had  shown  his 
sympathy  with  that  officer,  by  exerting 
himself  for'  the  abolition  of  javelin  men 
and  such  paraphernalia,  and  thus  reducing 
the  expenses  to  which  he  had  been  subject. 
He  hoped,  as  the  Solicitor  General  was 
willing  that  reasonable  refreshment  should 
be  given  to  jurors,  that  the  question  of 
remuneration  tat  them  would  he  also 
foTonraUy  ctmsidered.  aa  it  eaine  within 
the  same  oategory. 

Mo.  LONollBLD  thoiight  it  wonU  ba 
unwise  to  press  this  Bill  after  the  daelan- 
tiott  that  nad  been  made  1^  tbe  learned 
Selioitor  GoMnl.    Thb  BiU-waaaotim 
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diffwt,  M  th«  luned  Solicitw  Oenenl 
luM  auDowd,  Bor  wa«  t^e  Bill  iatroduoed 
M  iiuh,  but  neiely  to  remedy  ceruio  de> 
IsoU  whioh  existed  in  the  preHnt  jurj 
•yataa.  He  wu  eUe  to  eonfirm  the  etote* 
ment  of  the  boiL  ud  learned  Bavenet,  that 
owiog  to  the  UQoert&in  atato  of  the  lav 
upon  this  aubject,  tiro  of  the  most  atrooioaa 
murderers  that  were  eter  eonvieted  in 
Ireland,  were  diacbarged  after  ooaviotion. 
Judge-made  law  and  Judge-made  practice 
were  most  uDsatisfaotorj  thinga,  and  this 
Bill  sought  to  remedy  it  bj  a  declaratory 
enaotment.  He  thought  it  waa  objeotion- 
able  that  it  should  be  left  to  the  Judges  to 
decide  whether  they  had  or  had  not  eer- 
tMD  powers  with  reference  to  juries. 
Motien  for  Seoond  Reading,  by  leave, 

BOl  witMnims. 

CHELSEA  BRIDGE  TOLL  ABOLITION. 
UATI,    mST  BBADIHG. 

Sir  JOHN  SHELLEY  moved  for  leave 
to  intooduoe  a  Bill  for  die  purpose  of  abo- 
lishing the  toll  token  on  foot  passengera 
pasaing  over  or  on  Chdaea  Bridge.  The 
aubjeet,  he  aaid,  was  not  a  new  one,  and 
he  thought  that  when  the  Bill  came  on  for 
a  second  reading  he  should  be  able  to  show 
that  the  eirenmstanees  in  fwfvm  of  Uie 
abolition  of  the  tdl  wore  stronger  now  than 
they  were  in  1858. 

Bill  to  aboliah  the  Toll  taken  for  Foot 
Paaaengera  paasing  over  or  on  Chelsea 
Bridge,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir 
John  Shbllet,  llr.  Loou  Enro,  and  Ur. 
Looks. 

HoQSS  a^onmed  at  half 
aftm  Cm  o'elook. 

HOUSE   OF  LORDS, 
Thurtdayy  March  16,  1865. 

FvBUO  BiLLB — Second  BeaeUtiff—Ftioaj  aad  Mia* 

demeanor  ErideDoe  and  Pnwtios  (23) ;  Indaa* 

trial  Exhibitions  *  (38). 
Select  Committee— On  Banknipleyatid  ImolvencT 

(Irelud)  Aet  AnMndaaant^  (30)  mmimaHd. 

(See  1846.) 
TXtnf  iZmdft^Britiah  Kaftuia  *<84). 

FELONY  AND  MISDEMEANOR 
EVIDENCE  AND  PRACTICE  BILL. 

(no.  22.)  8E00XD  Bsasnro. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read, 

LOBD  GHBLMSFOBD,  hi  moving  the 
•eoond  reading  of  thia  Bill,  aaid,  that  it  had 
eona  vp  from  the  House  of  Gobbobs,  aad 


«iplutted  iU  object  to  be  to  asshntlBto  the 
procedure  in  eriouBal  to  that  which  pre- 
Tailed  in  tnnl  caas^  no  £v  as  to  give  to 
the  cennael  for  a  priaoner  the  right  of 
making  a  seoond  speeob  at  the  uooe  of 
the  evideaoe  for  the  defence.  When  a 
similar  measure  was  before  their  Lordahips 
a  few  years  ago,  it  was  argued  that  no 
such  alterattoa  as  waa  proposed  waa  necea- 
aary,  inaamuoh  as  the  natere  of  the  evi- 
dence in  criminal  cases  was  always  known 
beforehaud  from  the  depositions  tokm  be- 
fore the  magistrates,  but  then  that  argu- 
ment did  not  apply  to  thoae  oases,  which 
were  not  unfrequeDt,  in  which  the  aoo^aed 
petson  reserved  Us  defence  till  the  day  of 
trial.  It  was  also  oontended  that  if  the 
prisoner's  counsel  were  permitted  to  make 
a  second  speech  by  way  of  summing  up 
the  evidenee  on  behalf  of  his  client  the 

Erooeedings  would  be  undidy  protrsoted ; 
ut  tiiat  he  maintoined  was  ne  valid  ol^eo- 
tttm  where  the  proper  admiaistratioB  of 
justice  was  at  stake.  Whm,  he  nnght 
add,  the  measure  to  which  he  had  already 
alluded  had  gone  into  Committee  an 
Amendment  had  been  moved  by  hia  noble 
Friend  Lord  Wonaleydale  to  the  effect  that 
the  counael  for  the  priaoner  should  have 
the  right  of  reply  only  in  thoae  casea  in 
which  it  seemed  to  the  Judge  that  the 
evidence  rendered  such  a  courae  ezpedieot; 
but  it  was,  he  thought,  undesirable  that 
any  proviaion  should  be  introduoed  which 
would  cause  the  mode  of  proceeding  to  be 
adopted  to  be  so  much  a  matter  of  unoer- 
toioty.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  eon- 
cluded  by  moving  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill. 

Itwed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
—(Lord  Chelnu/ord,) 

Lord  CRAKWOB.TH  thought  that,  in 
ordinary  oases,  allowing  the  counsel  for 
the  priaoner  to  make  two  speeches  would 
lead  to  great  wasto  of  time.  He  had 
never  heard  of  a  ease  iu  whioh  there  was 
any  reason  to  believe  that  a  prisoner  had 
been  convicted  who  would  not  have  been 
found  guilty  if  hia  eoousel  had  been  al- 
lowed to  make  two  apeechea  on  his  behalf. 
Anything  which  tonded  to  lengthen  the 
proceedings  of  criminal  trials  threw  obsta- 
cles in  the  way  of  prosecutions,  and  it  was 
on  that  ground  alone  tiut  he  objected  to 
the  dause  m  this  BUI  whieh  would  in- 
ereaie  the  nnmber  of  speeches.  That  ob- 
jecttea  did  not  go  Ae  principle  of  the  Bill, 
many  of  the  proviaions  of  whieh  he  entirely 
approved,  and  therefore  he  abould  not  op- 
pooe  the  •eeend  reading.  r^r\r\n\f> 


1727 


Turkey  and  Portia^ 


fLOBDSt    7%e  Bowubty  NeffOtaHotu.  1728 


LoBD  CHELUSFORD  said,  that  at  the 
trial  of  Hr.  Ramble  for  a  breach  of  the 
Foreign  EnliitmeDt  Act,  faia  coonael*  Mr. 
BotUI,  ezpreased  his  regret  that  he  hwA  not 
the  opoortanitj  of  anmminff  np  his  eridence, 
and  the  Lord  Chief  Jattiee  sud  that,  in 
hit  opinion,  there  was  not  the  slightest  rea- 
son for  the  existing  diatinetion  between  the 
practice  in  ciTil  and  that  in  criminal  cases. 

LoHD  CRANWORTH  asked,  why  then 
did  not  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  permit  Mr. 
Borill  to  som  op.  He  knew  of  no  law 
which  would  have  prevented  his  doing  so. 

Lord  CHELMSFORD  :  Would  it  not 
be  better  to  make  a  law  at  once  ? 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  said,  that 
as  there  woold  not  be  manj  cases  in  whieh 
anj  .neoessitj  for  a  sammiDg  up  would 
arise*  be  thought  that  it  wooH  be  better 
to  leave  Uie  matter  to  the  diseretion  of 
the  Judge.  It  was  deurable  that  the  rules 
of  proeedure.  especially  in  respeot  to  evi- 
denee,  should  be  the  same  in  criminal  u  b 
ciril  prooeedings ;  hut  there  were  some  de- 
tails of  the  Bin  whieh  would  require  oon< 
sideration  in  Committee. 

Lobs  CHELMSFORD  said,  that  the 
Amendment  whieh  the  noble  and  iMmed 
Lord  seemed  to  recommend  had  already 
once  prored  fatal  to  the  Bill. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  should 
certainly  not  propose  an  Amendment  which 
experience  showed  was  likely  to  be  fatal 
to  the  Bill. 

Motion  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  ecmmiUed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  mole  House  on  Tuet- 
day  next. 

TURKEY  AND  PERSIA— THE  BOUNDARY 
NEGOTIATIONS. 
ABBBBB8   FOB  PAPERS. 

ViMomiT  STRATFORD  DB  RED- 
CLIFFB  rose,  in  pursuance  of  the  Notice 
whieh  he  had  placed  on  the  table  a  few  days 
ago — to  make  Inquiry  of  Her  Majesty's 
Gorernment  as  to  the  Stale  of  certain  Ne- 
gotiations respecting  the  joint  Boundary 
between  Turkey  and  Persia  ;  and  to  move 
for  Papers  relaUng  to  the  Construction  of 
an  official  Map  of  that  Frontier.  The 
subject  was  not  one  of  immediate  urgency, 
but  still  it  waa  one  of  very  considerable 
interest  and  importance.  The  negotiations 
in  qnestion  came  under  bis  notiee  twenty 
years  ago.  Those  negotiations  regarded 
the  great  ud  extensive  boondary  between 
the  two  Empires  of  Turkey  and  Persia,  a 
sahjeot  00  whieh  no  small  intsrest  exiitsd 
Lord  Cranwortk 


at  the  time,  and  still  existed,  with  regard 
to  the  policy  of  this  eountry  in  the  East. 
The  pwioy  whieh  had  been  pnrsaed  bj 
sneeesnTe  Administrations  during  the  last 
twenty  years  had  now  ceased  to  have  for 
one  of  its  principal  objects  the  mainte- 
nance of  peace  in  that  part  of  the  world 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Levant,  though 
somewhat  extended  beyood  the  nsnal  accep- 
tation of  the  term,  and  embracing  the 
relations  between  those  two  great  Bmfdres 
which  he  had  named.  There  was  always 
a  great  proneness  between  those  two 
Powers  to  get  into  quarrels  one  with  tho 
other  ;  and  unfortunately  a  frontier  of  700 
miles  in  length  gave  ample  opportunities 
for  dissension  and  at  times  even  for  open 
hostility.  At  the  period  to  which  he  rwer- 
red,  after  a  great  deal  of  biekering  between 
the  two  Qovemmeots,  a  qnarrd  broke  ont 
on  the  fnmtier ;  and  it  required  immediate 
aetion  on  the  part  of  a  friendly  Gorernment 
in  order  to  prevent  setnal  hostility  from 
taking  place,  to  a  degree  whieh  threatened, 
not  only  to  interrupt  the  tranquillity  of  that 
part  of  the  world  and  even  to  effect  mate- 
rially the  interests,  particularly  the  com- 
mercial, interests  of  Europe.  At  that 
time  Russia  was  in  the  position  of  a  lead- 
ing mediating  Power  towards  those  two 
Empires.  It  was  not  necessary  to  point 
out  to  their  Lordships  that  there  was  some 
degree  of  risk  in  leaving  so  great  an  op* 
portunily  of  interfering  in  the  affairs  of 
those  two  Empires  at  the  discretion  of  a 
Power  BO  often  tempted  as  Russia  then  was 
to  encreaeh  on  the  territory  or  the  indepen- 
dence of  her  neighbours.  It  beeame,  then, 
a  matter  of  pressing  dn^  for  Her  Majesty's 
Ambassador  to  act  on  the  spot,  without 
waiting  for  the  instmetions  «  his  Govern- 
ment, as  there  were  no  communications  by 
steam  or  electricity  in  those  days,  and  delay 
might  have  compromised  the  peace  of  the 
whole  region.  Under  such  oircomstances, 
he  thought  it  his  doty  to  propose  to  the 
Russian  Minister  that  he  should  consent 
to  mediate  jointly  with  Her  Majesty's 
Ambassador.  Fortunately  he  had  to  deal 
with  a  gentleman  of  very  conciliatory  cha- 
racter. Fortunately,  too,  the  instructions 
of  that  gentleman  permitted  him  to  accede 
to  the  proposal  of  his  British  Colleague. 
The  tiro  AmlMwsadors,  therefore,  iwDed 
in  trjing  to  persuade  the  TnAtu  Go- 
vernment to  adopt  eondliatory  moasnrM 
with  ■  view  to  preventing  hostilities,  and 
oltiouttelj  eflbctrag  a  satishctory  aeeom- 
modation.   It  beeame  necessary  to  apply 
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as  well  as  his  OoTernment.  were  finally  dis- 
posed to  accept  the  proffered  advice.  At 
the  same  time  there  were  great  difficulties, 
from  the  animoBitjr  existing  between  the 
two  parties,  the  distance  from  the  scene  of 
mediation,  and  other  eircnmstanees.  How- 
ever,  a  Commission  was  appointed  witli  the 
eonaent  of  th«  two  OoTemments;  and  the 
transaetioos  whioh  led  to  it.  as  well  as  the 
CommiBnon  itself,  were  sobseqaentlj  con- 
firmed bj  Her  Uajest^'a  QoTemmeDt. 
Negotiations  ensaed,  whieh,  like  all  ne- 
gotiations in  that  part  of  the  world, 
were  protracted  to  a  great  length.  In 
the  end,  however,  thej  were  saocessful ; 
and  in  the  autumn  of  1847  the  result 
was  made  known  as  the  Treatj  of  Er- 
zeroum.  It  then  became  a  question  how 
the  treaty  should  be  carried  out ;  and  it 
was  decided  that  fresh  power  should  be 
given  to  the  Commissioners,  the  Russian 
and  the  English  still  acting  together  and 
giving  their  advice  and  assistance  to  the 
two  Mahomedan  Plenipotentiaries,  on  whom 
devolved  the  doty  of  carrying  out  the  ne- 
gotiations. Such,  however,  was  the  ani- 
mosity pravajliDg  between  the  priooipal 
parties  that,  notwithstanding  the  eonclusion 
of  the  treaty,  the  local  negotiations  reapeet- 
ing  the  frontier  gave  birth  to  renewed  diffl- 
caTties.  At  last  it  was  found  necessary  to 
resort  to  the  expedient  of  removing  the  ne- 
gotiations from  the  political  and  diplomatic 
ground  to  one  of  a  purely  scientific  cha- 
racter. Accordingly,  it  was  agreed  by  the 
two  Governments  that  a  map  should  be 
constructed  of  tbe  whole  frontier,  extending 
from  the  summit  of  Mount  Ararat  to  the 
head  of  the  Persian  Quif.  One  of  the 
great  difficulties  to  be  encountered  arose 
from  the  barbarous  nature  of  the  different 
tribes  who  inhabited  the  border  countries  on 
each  side,  their  nomadic  habit  of  shifting 
their  quarters  at  different  seasons  from  one 
side  to  the  other,  and  their  donbifiil  alle- 
giance. It  was.  therefnre,  an  object  of 
diplomacy  to  frame  the  treaty  in  such  a 
manner  that  these  nomadic  tribes  should 
be  fixed  by  the  settlement,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  quarrels  which  were  so  frequent 
among  them,  and  to  preserve  from  conse- 
quent disturbance  the  peace  of  that  quarter. 
The  British  and  Russian  Commissioners 
were  ordered  by  their  respective  Qovern- 
roents  to  repair  to  tbe  theatre  of  discus- 
sion, and,  with  the  assistance  of  engi* 
neers  and  other  suitable  officers,  nominated 
by  tbe  two  Mahomedan  Governments,  to 
carry  ont  this  important  work.  It  waa 
begnu,  and  had  been  carried  on  to  a  ew- 
VOL.  GLXXVn.  [xKxxs  anza.] 


tain  extent,  when  the  Crimean  war  broke 
out ;  and  on  that  occasion  he  (Lord  Strat- 
ford) suggested  to  the  noble  Lord  then  at  the 
head  of  the  Foreign  Office  that,  perhaps,  the 
Rosfiian  Government  might  accept  the  offer 
of  continuing  the  operation  notwithstanding 
the  war.  The  Russian  Government,  how- 
ever, looked  on  the  matter  in  a  different 
light ;  and  the  consequence  waa  that  the 
proceedings  were  interrupted  for  some 
years.  The  Crimean  war  having  come  to 
an  end,  the  negotiations  were  renewed, 
and  had  been  going  on  for  several  years 
at  a  considerable  expense  of  trouble  and 
money.  Some  four  years  ago  he  was  in- 
formed, in  reply  to  a  question  whioh  he 
asked  in  the  House,  that  the  negotiations 
were  still  on  foot;  and  he  therefore  deemed 
it  the  more  important  that  the  House 
should  be  informed  whether,  at  this  mo- 
ment, the  same  negotiations  were  proceed- 
ing ;  whether  the  map  (which  was  on  a 
very  large  scale  and  very  elaborate)  was 
likely  to  be  soon  completed  ;  and  also, 
'whether  tbe  Government  intended  to  lock 
it  up  in  the  archives  of  tbe  Foreign  Office, 
or  whether,  by  rendering  it  accessible  to  the 
public,  they  would  make  a  large  and  vala- 
ahle  addition  to  geographical  science? 
He  was  glad  to  have  the  opportnuity,  as 
this  country  had  been  so  often  placed  in 
opposition  to  Russian  policy,  of  bearing 
testimony  to  the  fact  that  from  the  begin- 
ning of  these  negotiations  to  the  end  the 
two  Governments  had  acted  most  cordially 
together,  Russia  showing  an  earnest  desire 
to  co-operate  with  England  for  the  preser- 
vation  of  peace  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
What  be  wished,  in  conclusion,  to  ask  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Foreign 
Office  was,  whether  the  negotiations  were 
still  pending  with  respect  to  the  boundary 
between  Turkey  and  Persia  {  whether  the 
ftx>ntier  map  was  in  course  of  completion  ; 
and  whether  when  finished  it  wonid  be 
made  aecessible  to  the  public?  Without 
asking  for  all  the  paper,  whieh,  referring 
as  ihey  did  to  a  distant  period,  could  only 
be  produced  with  much  difficulty  and  at  a 
large  expense,  he  hoped  the  noble  Lord 
would  consent  to  lay  upon  the  table  Copies 
of  the  Treaty  itself,  together  with  his  (Vis- 
count Stratford  de  Redcliffe's)  instmetions 
and  despatchea  in  respeet  thereto. 

Moved,  "  That  an  hnmble  Address  be 
presented  to  Her  Majesty  for — 

"  OopT  of  the  Trea^  oomloM  at  Efsetoom 
brtween  Torker  and  Psrsla  in  Dtfober  1847 1 
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would  be  gFMter.  He  would,  tit  ererore, 
urge  upon  his  noble  Friend  the  President 
of  the  Council  the  propriety  of  reconsider- 
ing thtB  rule  with  a  riew  to  admitting  some 
relazatioo. 

Lord  RBDESDALB  also  urged  a  re- 
eonsideration  of  the  rule  which  pressed 
with  eapeoial  hardship  in  the  case  of 
Bcboola  in  country  districts,  where  the 
attendanee  of  infanta  daring  the  winter 
mnths  mast  neeesaaiilT  be  Terr  nneer- 
Uin.- 

Thb  Eabl  of  HABROWBT,  in  reply, 
•zprassed  a  hope  that  the  Ooremnient 
vonld  eoniider  whether  they  eonld  not 
mitigate  tiie  rale  to  some  extent. 

Honss  atyoorned  »t «  qoarter  bafbre 
o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 
half  past  T«a  o'elock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMOITS, 
7%ur»da!f,  March  IB,  1865. 

MINUTES.}— SoFFLT—ooMuffTA/  m  ConmitUe 

— Amur  EsTDutBfL 
Fnuo  Bau— F»-a(£Mduw— CbelsM  Brid« 

TOU  AboUtton'TM]. 
Steond  AMtdtMr— Consolidated  Food  (£17ff,«B0)* 
CoiwmttM— Golonlml  Naval  Defeooe  [01]  ;  Me- 

tropoliUn  Main  Dninage  Extmswn  *  [f  S]  ; 

Qoalifloation  for  Offices  Abolition  (tv-eom.)* 

m 

Stpott—CtAoniMl  NaTal  Defonce  [51]  ;  Metropo- 
litan Main  Draina^  EztensiOD^  [78] ;  QniUi- 
floatioB  tor  Offloea  Abolition.  *  [83] 

Third  AtotiAw— Perth  Proriilooal  Order  Con- 
flnBaUMi*[«l  and^oiMdL 

AZEEU  JAH— PUBUC  PETITIONS  OOM- 
MITTEB  —  FOfiOED  SIGNATURES  — 
SPECIAL  REPORT. 

0B8BRTATI0K8. 

Mr.  CHARLES  FORSTER  brought 
up  a  Special  Report  of  the  PnbKo  Petitions 
Committee,  as  follows 

"  Tonr  Committee  haTing  farther  eiamioed  the 
Sinatnres  to  the  Petitio&s  relating  to  the  ease 
ofl  i*rinoe  Aseem  Jab,  think  it  right  to  state  that, 
from  infinmatioo  they  hare  receirftd,  there  are 
strong  groonds  for  belieriog  that  the  Sigoatares 
vt  many  penons,  some  of  tbem  being  rc^dent  in 
the  immediate  neighboothood  of  the  Hoaaes  of 
Pariiament,  which  hare  been  attaohed  to  the  Pe- 
tition of  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Westminster, 
presented  on  the  9th  loatant,  are  forgeries ;  they 
have  also  reason  to  raipeet  that  manj'  Signatures 
to  oOwr  Pstitloas  on  the  asms  nibjMt  arolleti- 

The  hon.  Member  in  taoTing  that  the 
Beport  be  laid  upon  the  ubie  said.  that. 
(W  a  prerions  evening  the  b».  Member  fiv 


the  King's  Coonty  (Mr.  Heoneesy)  com- 
plained that  in  mentioning  the  forgery 
of  the  signatares  he  had  taken  an  unusual 
course,  inasmuch  as  it  was  common  for 
parties  to  have  their  names  written  to 
petitions  by  others,  and  that  when  this 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Committee 
they  meraly  stated  the  fact  in  ui  ap- 
pendix to  their  Report.  No  doobt  the 
cases  tlie  hon.  Member  alluded  to  were 
TiolatioDS  of  the  Roles  of  the  Hoase,  bat 
the  present  ease  did  not  come  within  Uie 
same  category,  but  was  one  deeply  inroW- 
ing  the  right  of  petitioning  the  House. 
The  signatures  were  attaefand  to  the  peti' 
tion  without  the  knowledge  or  eonaent  of 
the  parties  whose  names  they  were  repre- 
unted  to  be.  He  therefore  had  a  right  to 
complain  of  the  allosion  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  King's  Coonty  to 
his  having  mentioned  the  forgeries  with 
a  view  to  infloenee  the  debate  on  the 
ease  of  Aaeem  Jab.  On  behalf  of  himself 
and  the  Committee,  of  which  he  was  Chur- 
man,  he  repudiated  in  the  strongest  terms 
that  he  or  they  bad  been  infloenoed  by 
any  such  motives.  If  he  had  been  so  in- 
fluenced he  would  be  rendered  unworthy 
not  only  to  act  as  Ohnirman  of  that  Com- 
mittee but  to  be  a  Member  of  any  other 
Committee,  and  he  had  yet  to  learn  that  it 
was  consistent  with  Parliamentary  nsage 
to  impute  motives  to  an  hon.  Member  who 
endeavoured  honestly  atid  fsithfully  to  dis- 
charge duties  which  he  had  undertaken  at 
the  request  and  for  the  conveoience  of  the 
House.  With  these  remarks  he  would 
leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  House. 
It  was  for  them  to  consider  whether  enoogli 
had  been  done  to  vindicate  the  privileges 
of  the  House,  or  whether  there  should  be 
further  inquiry.  If  they  wished  for  further 
inquiry  the  usual  course  was  to  refer  the 
subject  to  a  Committee,  who  should  have 
power  to  examine  witnesses  end  send  for 
papers. 

Ma.  COX  said,  that  having  had  charge 
of  two  of  the  peUtions  he  wished  to  say 
that  before  he  presented  them  he  adopted 
the  same  course  whieh  he  did  with  nil 
other  petitions  he  was  intnuted  with — 
endeavoured,  so  far  as  be  could,  by  ex- 
amination, to  see  that  the  signstares  were 
genuine.  He  thought  the  Committee  ought 
to  have  stated  the  groonds  on  which  they 
believed  these  particular  sigoatares  were 
forgeries.  It  was  impossible  for  a  person 
always  to  ascertain  whether  die  ugnaturea 
to petitioas  he  preMnled  irengoiuiM  or 


not. 
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ICb.  AiMMiAir  SALOMONS  taid,  m  a 
Ifember  of  tho  Gommittee  he  Atclaimed 
anjr  intention  on  their  part  to  prejudice  the 
Motion  in  the  oaae  m  Aieem  Jah,  they 
only  ruKirted  the  forgeries  in  discharge  of 
what  thej  eoneeived  to  be  their  duly  to 
the  HouM.  They  bad  reason  to  beliere 
that  a  large  number  of  the  signatures 
were  fraudulent,  and  ss  this  was  clearly  an 
abuse  of  the  right  of  petition  some  public 
notice  ought  to  do  taken  of  it, 

Snt  HBNRY  W1LL0U6HBT  said, 
that  the  mottTes  and  conduct  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Walsall  (Ur.  Charles  Forster) 
were  so  far  abore  suspicion  that  it  was  un- 
neoesaaiT  to  say  anything  in  his  defence. 
It  was,  nowoTor,  uuluoky  that  just  as  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  U  ember  for 
Weak  Suffolk  (Sir  FitiRoy  Ket)^)  was 
rising  to  bring  forward  his  Resolution  the 
hon.  Member  aboold  hare  said  something 
80  caloalated  to  prejudice  the  Motion. 

Ha.  WHITB  said,  he  gare  the  hon. 
Member  for  Walsall  the  fullest  credit  for 
the  mode  which  he  had  taken  to  discharge 
his  public  doty ;  but  baring  presented  a 
petition  on  Tuesday  last  from  Brighton  in 
farour  of  the  claim  of  Aseem  Jah,  he 
wished  to  state  that  it  was  brought  to  him 
by  one  of  his  eonstituents,  that  he  had 
taken  the  trouble  to  look  over  it,  and  that 
he  could  rouoh  that  it  was  properly  signed. 

Mr.  HENNESST  said,  he  eoutd  assure 
the  hon.  Member  for  Walsall  that  he  was 
the  last  Member  of  that  House  to  whom 
be  ahoold  attribute  any  improper  motive. 
He  did,  however,  think  tiiat  the  mention- 
ing of  the  fact  by  the  hon.  Member  wsa 
eweulated  to  prepudioe  the  debate,  and  he 
was  borne  oat  in  thia  view  by  the  report 
of  what  took  place.  After  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Walsall  resumed  his  seat,  another 
hon.  Member  (Mr,  Vansittart)~ 

"  Hoped  bii  boo.  and  learned  Friend  (Sir  F. 
KelljJ  would  poatpone  the  Motion  of  whloh  he 
bad  BiveB  ootiea,  in  eonsequenoe  of  tbe  atotement 
whion  had  just  been  made. 

So  that  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Walsall  did  prejudice  the  ease.  Last 
week  the  Committee  of  Petitiona  stated  in 
a  note  to  their  Report 

"  Toor  Cionunittee  bave,  io  tbe  case  of  tbe  peti- 
tions from  Romford,  North  Ockendeo,  and  Oaaett, 
presented  b^  Mr.  Brameton ;  and  Enham  and 
Aadover.  hj  Mr.  Beacb/  reported  to  the  Honee 
tbe  number  of  aamee  ufftnM  thereto,  but  they 
are  of  opinion  that  man;  of  tbem  are  not  in  tbe 
liandwritiDg  of  tbe  persona  wfaoee  names  are  at- 
taobed,  ud  that  tbe  Orders  of  tbe  Uouee,  whtob 
require  that  everj  petition  must  be  signed  ti» 
pnrtlss  whose  names  are  ^fuded  thsnto  bj  thsir 


names  or  marks,  and  1^  no  one  else,  ezeepk  in 
oaae  of  inoapaoi^  by  iieknesa,  Iwre  not  been  own- 
plied  with." 

A  week  before  the  Committee  made  a 
similar  complaint,  and  the  practice  was  of 
common  occurrence.  It  did,  therefore, 
seem  to  him  undesirable  that  special  notice 
should  be  taken  ^ost  when  the  subject- 
matter  of  these  petitions  ma  coming  before 
the  HoQse, 

Mb.  BONHAM- carter  said,  he 
thought  that  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  King's  County  ought  not  to  pass 
without  correction.  During  the  whole  of  his 
experience  of  eighteen  years  as  a  Member 
of  the  Committee  on  Fublio  Petitions  he 
had  nerer  seen  so  gross  a  fraud  as  that 
now  brought  under  the  ootioe  of  the  House. . 
It  was  not  a  case  in  which  one  or  two 
names  had  been  attached  with  or  with- 
oat  the  knowledge  of  the  parties,  hot  one 
petition  on  the  face  of  it  appeared  to  be 
fraudulent  from  first  to  last.  The  very 
first  name  was  jHrored  to  be  a  forgery,  and 
the  Committee  thought  it  their  dnty  to 
bring  the  natter  before  the  Honae,  bnt 
without  the  alightest  intention  to  prejodiee 
the  debate. 

Sir  JOHN  SHBLLET  said,  he  had 
presented  the  petition  now  under  discus- 
sion. He  regretted  that  the  Committee 
had  not  first  communicated  with  bim,  so. 
that  he  might  have  made  some  further 
inquiry.  Were  Members  who  represented 
large  constituencies  expected  to  ascertain 
the  genuineness  of  every  signature  to  the 
petitions  they  presented  ?  It  was  a  mere 
question  of  degree.  He  looked  over  the 
petition,  and  saw  that  tbe  usual  forms  of 
the  House  were  obaerred,  and  he  had 
no  reason  to  believe  that  any  of  the  sig- 
natures were  forgeries.  If  it  were  held 
to  be  a  fault  on  the  part  of  »  Member 
presenting  a  petition  that  aome  aignatures 
were  frai^ently  attached,  then  the  Home 
ought  to  take  some  oonrse  to  protect  the 
Members  for  large  constituencies. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

DETONPORT  DOOKTARD—FATMENT 
FOB  EXTRA  TIME^UESTION. 

Mr.  FERBAND  said,  he  rose  to  ask 
the  Seeretary  to  the  Admiralty,  Why  the 
Men  in  Denmport  Dockyard  are  not  paid 
in  money  for  the  eitra  boors  they  work 
instead  of  getting  holiday  time  in  lieu 
thereof ;  what  nnmber  of  houra'  extra 
time  the  men  worked  last  year,  and  what 
holidays  they  were  oompelled  to  take  in 
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Lmd  GLARBNCB  PAOBT  Mid.  in 
npljt  that  the  artifleen  and  labourers  hi 
tiie  doekjarda,  when  emplojed  oo  eitra 
time,  were  as  a  rule  paid  for  soeh  emploj- 
meot.  There  were,  however,  certain  ei- 
oeptioDS.  Oocaaionally  the  workmen  asked 
for  a  holiday — the  great  majority  being 
desirou*  of  it — and  applied  to  be  allowed 
to  work  it  out  in  extra  time  before  taking 
the  holiday.  There  were  no  doubt  eases 
to  whieh  a  minority  would  rather  not  bsTo 
the  holiday ;  but  it  was  quite  clear  that 
the  yards  eonld  not  be  kept  open,  and  all 
the  fires  burning  on  seeoont  of  ^em. 
They  had,  therefore,  to  give  way  to  the 
wishes  of  the  great  majority.  There  were 
oeeasioaal  cases  also  in  whieh  the  men 
Were  ohli^  to  work  extra  time — Udal 
time  t  for  instance,  when  a  ship  was  bang 

IiQt  into  dock,  or  taken  ont,  it  was  abso- 
ntelj  necessary  tliat  the  men  should  be 
employed  extra  time,  hut  then  the;  were 
nihiwed  time  by  way  of  holiday  the  fol- 
lowing day.  He  was  not  aware  that  any 
eomplaints  npou  the  snbjeot  bad  been  re- 
ceired  from  the  dockyards.  He  oould 
not  state  exactly  what  number  of  hours 
the  men  had  been  so  employed,  bnt  he 
weald  make  inquiries. 

ABIIT— ABMSTRONO  AND  WHITWOKTH 
QDNS^UESTION. 

Mb.  H  BAILLIE  said,  he  wished  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War» 
Whether  in  the  competition  which  ban 
been  carried  on  between  Armstnmg  and 
Vhitworth  Quns  thej  faavo  been  tested  by 
oblique  firing  t 

The  llAHQimss  or  HARTIKOTON 
in  reply,  said,  the  competition  between  the 
Armstrong  and  Whitworth  guns  was  al- 
lowed to  be  carried  on  entirely  according 
to  arrangements  made  between  the  parties 
eoncemed.  Since  the  Question  had  been 
pnt  on  the  pa|>er,  he  understood  tbat  the 
experiment  to  whieh  the  bon.  Gentleman 
renrred  was  abont  to  take  place,  and  that 
n  daj  had  been  fixed  for  the  pnrpose. 

[  ARMT— IBISH  OR  ROMAN  OaTHOUG 
RECBUITS.— QUESTION. 

Mb.  O'RKILLT  said,  b*  wonU  bwto 
mk  Ihn  Under  Sceralaiy  of  Stale  for  War, 
Wkethor  sinea  thn  year  1839  any  orders 
or  iostmetions  haw  bean  giren  by  the 
Uilitaty  Antboritiss  t»  Offioera  ehar^ 
with  the  duty  ef  reemking  net  to  take 
Irish  or  Roman  Catholic  reemila  for  ckhsr 
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the  Guards,  Artilleiy.  Cavalry,  or  any 
other  bmaeh  of  Her  Usjesty's  MiHiary 
Service? 

The  Mabqdbm  or  HARTINOTON 
said,  in  reply,  tbat  he  had  made  hMoiriea 
both  at  tbe  War  Office  and  the  Horse 
Guards,  and  he  was  nnable  to  find  that 
any  soeh  order  had  been  isanad  ^nee  tiie 
year  nforred  to. 

ADHINIBTRATION  OF  TBE  LAV 

(IRELAND).— (QUESTION. 

Mb.  DARBT  GRIFFITH  said,  in  tbe 
Qoestion  he  was  about  to  pnt  he  did  not 
mean  to  proDoonen  any  o|HBion  as  to  tbe 
facts.  He  wished  to  ask  the  Chief  Seere- 
tary  for  Ireland.  Whetlier  the  attention  of 
the  Qorprnment  has  been  dmwn  to  a 
statement  made  by  Hr.  Justice  Monabaa 
at  the  County  Dosm  Aanaea  an  IViday, 
Iflth  March,  Uiat.  of  nertain  perseu  en- 
gaged in  a  party  riot  on  the  lOth  Febn- 
ary,  only  the  Catholics  had  been  prose- 
cuted, and  the  Frotesfaints  allDwed  to  go 
free ;  and  whether  the  Government  will 
take  measures  to  insure  in  future  tbat  all 
persons  transgressing  the  Lsw  in  Ireland, 
of  whatever  religious  dcDominatioa  or 
party,  shall  be  rendered  equally  ameoable 
to  tlie  tmpartisl  admioifttration  af  justieo  f 

SiB  ROBERT  PEBL.  in  reply,  said,  he 
bad  seen  tlie  remarks  which  had  appeared 
in  the  newspapers  referring  to  this  case, 
but  Chief  Jnstieo  Monabsa  bad  not  yet 
submitted  any  Report  to  tbe  Qovemwert 
00  the  aulneet.  Tha  hon.  Gentleman  had 
antieipaied  tlia  Question  whiih  was  to  bo 

Ent  to-morrow  by  tbe  boa.  and  gallant 
[ember  for  Longford,  and  be  hoped  on 
that  occasion  to  be  able  to  give  nfennation 
which  he  was  unable  to  d«  at  present. 
Bat  from  inquiries  which  had  been  made 
of  tbe  High  Sheriff  he  bad  been  informed 
that  there  was  no  partial  adnunUtrotioD 
of  justiee  at  aU.  At  the  petty  sesiisas 
the  magistrates  who  attended  wem  two 
Roman  Catholics,  two  Protestants,  and 
two  Presbyterians,  and  they  unanimously 
decided  that  the  Roman  Catholics  should 
be  sent  to  trial,  and  that  (hero  waa  oo  ease 
against  the  Protestants.  He  did  not  think, 
tlwrefora,  that  Chief  Justice  Uonahao  waa 
justified  in  saying  that  there  had  been  in 
that  ease  a  partiaTadminielration  of  justiee. 

Mb.  HBNNBSST  said,  ho  hod  tbe 
other  evening  called  the  right  hen.  Bare- 
net's  attention  to  the  case  of  a  man  who 
for  bogging  had  been  sentenced  to  seven 
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know  whether  the  OoTemment  had  made 
anj  ioquiries  upon  the  lubjeot  ? 

Sm  ROBBRT  FEEL  aaid,  he  had  made 
inquiriea.  and  if  the  bon.  Member  would 
ask  the  Qaestion  to-morrow  night  he  woald 
be  able  to  gtf  e  fiill  ioformatioo. 

RAILWAY  OOMMUNIOATION  BETWEEN 
FABSENOERS  AND  OVARDS. 

QlTBSTIOir. 

Sra  WILLIAM  OALLWET  said,  he 
wished  to  ask  whether  the  attention  of  the 
Preatdent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  has  been 
called  to  letters  in  The  Iim«$  of  yesterday 
and  to-day -respecting  an  accident  on  the 
Great  Western  Railway,  which  tnijiht  have 
been  frightful  in  its  results*  and  which 
arose  solely  (Vom  the  want  of  any  commn- 
nieation  between  the  guard  and  the  driTer. 
He  would,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  read  the  letter  of  yesterday,  and 
the  poaition  of  the  writer  wonid,  he  though  t, 
bo  a  guarantee  of  the  eorreotness  of  bis 
statement— 

"  Sir — Allow  me,  by  on«  more  example,  to  call 
the  attmtion  of  the  pablio  to  the  urgent  need 
which  uista  tat  tome  mesne  of  eommunicktioii 
fcetwMB  nijl«S7  pMtangers  tod  the  goard  oT  tbe 
tnJn.  I  left  Oxford  lut  night  tbe  8.S8  train, 
whidi  rans  io  at  expreu  peoe  to  Paddington,  atop- 
ping  oaee  only,  at  ReadiDg,  on  the  waj.  Shortly 
after  leaving  Reading  we  were  itartled  bj  a  sudden 
bamping  of  oar  oarruge.  as  thoogh  a  spring  bad 
breua,  eraaa  of  tbe  wbedsfot  loose.  On  look, 
in^  out  of  tbs  window  wa  saw  that  sparks  were 
beiog  thrown  ttt  from  beaeatb  os,  with  a  strong 
Bmefl  of  fire.  As  the  bnmi^ng  grew  more  riolent, 
the  iparki  more  nnmerous,  and  the  smell  of  fire 
Stronger,  we  did  all  in  our  power  bj  sboatiDg  and 
■igsalling  to  attract  the  attention  of  tbe  guard. 

same  alarm  was  ftit  and  the  same  signs  made 
all  down  the  train  for  more  than  half  an  hour ; 
but  mi  we  were  dragged  at  full  speed,  in  fear  ererj 
nMnnent  of  a  oatastrophe,  till  wo  arriTod  at  tbe 
tennlnat.  Two  gentlemen  were  Iigured— one.  I 
fear,  broke  bis  arm— in  reaobing  oat  to  make 
these  signals  seen.  That  the  dangw  was  not 
fenoifal,  bat  real,  will  be  seen  when  f  add  that  at 
the  Ter7  moment  the  train  reaebed  tbe  station  the 
wbeel  flew  right  off,  ahaklaf  Tiolratljr  tbe  esrri^, 
and  knoektng  to  pieces  the  stoaewcn  at  the  eor- 
■er  of  the  ^atform.  Of  oonrse,  sneb  aoeldents 
as  the  finng  waj  of  a  spring  or  wheel  wUl  some* 
times  oeanr.  AU  that  I  wish  to  insist  upon  is 
this — bow  eatilj  would  all  danger  have  been 
aveidod  eoald  we  have  broa^  to  oar  assistanoe 
tbe  guard  of  the  train,  aiM  bow  serioas  might 
bare  been  tbe  oonseqnenoes  bad  tbe  wbeel  eome 
tjgbt  ^  a  few  miles  sooner. 

I  am,  Sb',  yours  obediently, 

W.  BxaiLiT, 
FeUow  of  Trinity  College,  Oxford." 

The  Qaeition  he  wished  to  ask  was.  How 
mttcb  longer  would  it  he  before  H  would  he 
Tendered  penal  fbr  Any  n^wey  train  to 


travel  withont  some  proper  me&ila  com- 
munication between  the  guard  And  thJi 
driTcr  ? 

Mb.  MILNER  GIBSON  said,  in  reply, 
that  he  quite  sympathised  with  the  feelings 
of  the  paMenger  who  waa  ehht  tt|i  in  a 
railway  earrhtge,  without  any  nleana  of 
eoramunicating  with  the  gaard  dt  other 
persona  white  the  circumstances  descHbed 
were  occurring;  hut  when  the  hon.  Baronet 
asked  how  long  it  would  be  before  the 
means  of  communication  would  estab- 
lished between  railway  passengtihi  and  the 
fruards  he  could  dot  answer  the  Qu&sttori. 
The  subject  was  one  which  wotild  come 
before  the  Commission  appointed  to  in^ulrd 
into  the  railway  system  of  traTellin|!^,  and 
they  would  consider  what  was  prtfcticabld 
for  securing  the  hond  fid»  safety  of  th^ 
travelling  public.  He  thought  the  puMio 
must  he  content  to  wait  patiently  tihtll 
that  inquiry  should  he  completed. 

Sib  WILLIAM  OALLWBY  said,  he 
wished  to  know  whether  the  subject  of 
communication  between  the  railway  guard 
and  the  j^assengera  would  eome  before  the 
Commission  ? 

Mr.  milker  GIBSON  said,  that  the 
general  question  of  safety  would  be  among 
the  matters  for  their  deliberation. 

Colonel  DICKSON  said,  he  would  beg 
to  ask  whether  there  was  any  hope  that 
the  Commtsaion  would  eome  to  a  decision 
before  the  neit  two  years,  and  whether 
the  public  were  to  wait  all  that  time  for  a 
decision. 

Mb.  MILNEa  GIBSON  0ald.  he  must 
decline  to  speculate  on  matters  of  that 
sort.  The  Commission  would  make  a  full 
inquipTt  and  take  whatOTer  time  wai  neces* 
aary  for  the  purpose. 

SUPPLY. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  madei  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leare  the 
Chair." 

NEW  ZEALAND— THE  MAURITIUS. 

QDEsnoir. 

Sm  JOHN  TRELAWNT  aske^  Ae 
Secretary  for  ifre  Colonies,  Whether  the 
pfoolamatioD  made  by  the  Gorernor  of  New 
Zealand  m  December,  1864,  was  to  be 
carried  ont  to  the  letter,  and  aeeording  ttf 
the  worda  of  the  doonmeni,  or  whether  \i 
was  to  be  Interpreted  by  the  arbitrary 
prinnple  vfaiob  had  been'  eititUlshed  and 
aeted  upon  by  the  OorernOjplmDKr 
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wu  the  ease  in  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi. 
which  wat  violated  hj  GoTcrnor  BrowDe, 
which  act  was  deaoribed  aa  the  onfortiinate 
eanwof  thewar?  We  had  about  10.000 
men  in  New  Zealand,  aod  were  about  to 
vote  ;SU.OO0.O0O  or  £15,000.000  for  the 
wmj;  and  as  Bome  very  cnriouB  observa- 
tions  had  been  made  in  that  Hoaee  with 
regard  to  the  obligations  of  treaties  with 
the  NatiTCS  of  New  Zealand,  it  was  de- 
sirable that  the  Seoretary  for  the  Colonies 
should  authentically  state  what  was  to  be 
the  sense  in  which  the  proclamation  was  to 
be  understood,  and  whether  the  Qorcmment 
would  act  in  this  as  in  any  oUier  ease  where 
the  Queen's  sacred  name  was  pledged  to 
obligations.  On  a  former  occasion  when 
an  attempt  was  made  to  influence  the  Go- 
Tcmment  not  to  regard  the  Treaty  of 
Waitsngi  as  a  treaty,  the  intention  to  act 
in  SDch  a  manner  was  indignantly  repudi- 
ated, and  he  hoped  to  have  an  equally 
indignant  statement  on  the  present  occasion 
from  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  totally 
repudiating  any  intention  not  to  carry  out 
to  the  letter  an  understanding  such  as  that 
he  had  alluded  to. 

Mb,  LYALL  said,  that  before  going 
into  tbe  Army  Estimates  he  wished  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  amount  contributed  by  the 
colony  of  Uauritiunforits  military  defence 
was  in  his  opinion  sufficient.  It  appeared 
that  that  island,  according  to  the  Estimates 
laid  before  the  House  this  year,  wonid  cost 
£160,000  for  its  military  expenditure,  of 
which  £45.000  would  ho  paid  by  the 
colony  and  £1 15,000  by  the  Imperial  Oo- 
Temment.  That  was  a  small  increase  to 
what  tbe  island  contributed  in  former  years. 
Was  it  fair  that  this  country  should  pay 
nearly  three-fourths,  and  the  colony  scarcely 
more  than  one-fourth  for  its  own  defence, 
more  especially  seeing  that  we  defrayed  the 
entire  naval  expeoditnre?  The  island  of 
Uaarttius  had,  as  was  well  known,  nearly 
all  tbe  adrantages  that  this  world  could 
offer — a  glorious  climate,  a  prosperous 
people,  and  a  fertile  soil.  Its  area  consists 
of  about  708  square  miles,  or  nearly  the 
lice  of  the  county  of  Surrey.  It  has  a 
population  of  323,000.  ihou|h  it  had 
aoareely  more  than  100.000  mhabitaots 
thirty  years  ago.  Its  revenue  for  the  year 
1863  was  £518,278,  and  its  expenditure 
£483.524,  leaving  a  sorplus  of  £35,755. 
In  fact,  for  many  years  past  there  had  been 
a  surplus,  so  that  theaooumulated  balances 
bad  amounted  to  many  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  which  had  recently  been  applied  to 


the  great  railway  works  now  in  progress 
in  the  colony.  This  revenue  seemed  to 
have  been  raised  without  much  pressare 
upon  tbe  people,  the  duties  on  imports* 
exports,  and  spirits  alone  producing  nearly 
half  of  it.  Tbe  exports  for  the  year 
1862  were  £2,661,098.  and  the  imports 
£2,238,846,  in  both  cases  a  conBiderable 
increase  on  former  years.  He  had  men- 
tioned these  few  ststistics,  as  he  wished  to 
draw  a  slight  comparison  between  the  con- 
dition of  the  people  in  the  colony  and  in 
this  country  with  reference  to  them.  Tbe 
exports  for  the  colony  were  £8  per  head, 
while  in  the  United  Kingdom  they  are  only 
£5  per  head.  Their  rerenue,  raised  with- 
out scarcely  any  direct  taxation.*  was  at  the 
rate  of  Z2t.  per  head  only,  while  tn  tbia 
eonntry,  including  local  taxation,  it  waa 
£2  16<.  per  head.  As  an  indication  of  the 
ability  of  the  colony  to  indulge  in  luxuries 
he  would  take  wine,  which  was  imported 
at  tbe  rate  of  8«.  per  head,  while  in  Eng- 
land it  waa  only  3>.  per  head.  Now,  with 
reference  to  the  payment  on  the  part  of  the 
colony  per  head  for  its  defence.  How  did 
it  stand  ?  Why,  only  at  the  rate  of  2«.  lOd. 
for  each  individual,  while  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  including  military  and  naval  ex- 
penditure, it  was  at  the  rate  of  16s. 
Should  the  colony  pay  an  additional 
£50.000  to  the  British  Exchequer  they 
would  only  then  pay64.  perbead.  Inbringing 
this  question  forward,  be  had  done  it  purely 
on  financial  grounds,  and  did  not  enter 
into  the  military  consideration  of  the  amount 
of  forces  requisite  for  the  colony.  He  was 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  the 
colony  to  this  country  as  long  as  England 
maintained  her  maritime  supremacy  in  tho 
Eastern  Ocean.  He  did  not  in  any  way 
grudge  any  fair  expenditure  for  the  main- 
tenance of  our  Colonial  Empire,  being  as 
prood  of  it  and  as  anxious  to  maintain  it 
as  any  cue  in  this  Honse  ;  but  still  justice 
was  due  to  the  British  taxpayer,  whom 
Members  of  Parliament  more  especially 
represented,  and  when  they  saw  any  charge 
obriously  unfair,  it  was  their  duty  to  bring 
it  under  the  notice  of  the  Government. 
He  saw  that  the  right  hen.  Gentleman  had 
made  arrangements  to  get  rid  of  the  unjust 
charges  for  the  military  expenditure  of 
Ceylon,  and  he  congratulated  him  on  the 
result,  and  trusted  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  plnce  that  of  the  Uaor- 
itins  also  on  a  more  satisfactory  footing. 
No  doubt  the  position  of  the  two  colonies, 
with  reference  to  this  subject,  waa  not 
precisely  similar,  aa  in  the  latter  ease  it 
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mnit  be  eoiuidered  that  some  portion  of 
the  military  force  was  retained  for  Imperial 
objecte. 

Sir  HBNRT  WILLOUGHBY  wished 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  what  powers 
the  Governors  of  edonieo,  whether  of  New , 
Zealand,  the  Gold  Coast,  or  anywhere 
else,  had  of  drawing  money  from  the  Trea- 
sury eheat  uf  this  ooontry,  without  the 
sanction  of  the  ezecutire  Goremnient  or 
the  HoQBe  of  Commons  ?  He  wished 
especially  to  ask  tbi«  question,  as  it  had 
been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee  upon  the  Auditing  of  the  Public 
Accounts,  whether  some  of  those  GoTemors 
had  not  drawn  upon  the  Treasury  chest 
to  a  considerable  extent,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Home  Gorerument  ?  and 
whether  that  practice  was  not  going  on  in 
New  Zealand  now?  It  was  through  the 
medium  of  the  Treasnry  cheat  that  we 
might  get  into  troublesome  wars,  and  havo 
henry  burdens  improperly  thrown  on  the 
British  taxpayers.  He  wished  also  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  whether  it 
was  his  intention  to  lay  upon  the  table  any 
paper  relating  to  the  re-orgaoiaation  of 
the  War  Department  ?  He  wished  to  know 
whether  there  was  any  intention  of  esta- 
blishing an  audit  in  that  Department  f 
which  he  considered  to  be  of  great  im- 
portance. 

Sir  HINTO  FARaUHAR  asked,  if 
the  QoTemment  had  received  any  infor- 
mation as  to  the  present  position  of  affairs 
in  New  Zealand,  where  he  understood  there 
was  great  ezcitementt  apprebenaiona  being 
entertained  that  war  might  again  break 

ODtf 

Hb.  CARDWELL  said,  that  the  hon. 
If  ember  for  Tariatock  (Sir  John  Trelawny) 
had  asked  him  whether  a  proclamation, 
dated  the  17th  of  December,  had  been 
receired  from  New  Zealand,  and  whether 
those  parts  of  that  proclamation  which 
were  farourable  to  the  Natirea  were  in- 
tended to  be  carried  into  effect  in  good 
faith  ?  That  hon.  Gentleman,  referring 
also  to  the  unfortunate  dispute  about  the 
Waitara  plot,  spoke  of  it,  though  not  with 
perfect  accuracy,  as  though  it  liad  been 
admitted  to  hnre  originated  in  a  breach  of 
the  Treaty  of  WaiUngi.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  aware  that  the  controversy  about 
the  Waitara  plot  originated  many  years 
ago,  and  that  the  eouroe  taken  by  Qovernor 
Browne  «aa,  npon  fnrdier  knowledge,  re- 
versed bj  Governor  Grey.  But  it  weald 
not  be  true  to  say  that  Governor  Browne 
and  the  Government  of  the  colony  were 


gnil^  of  any  deliberate  infraction  of  the 
Treaty  of  Waitaogi.  On  the  contrary 
Governor  Browne,  than  whom  no  more 
honourable  man  existed,  fully  believed  that 
he  was  entitled  under  that  treaW  to  do 
what  he  did  ;  otherwise  he  (Mr.  (fardwell) 
was  conrineed  he  would  never  have  been  a 
party  to  anything  of  the  kind.  For  him- 
self, he  had  been  from  first  to  last  a  firm 
supporter  of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  in  its 
true  meaning  and  real  conception.  He  had 
not  the  smallest  suspicion  or  belief  that 
the  Governor  of  New  Zealand  and  bis 
Ministers  intended  any  breach  of  faith  on 
this  occasion,  and  he  could  assure  the  hon. 
Member  that  no  instructions  should  proceed 
from  htm  having  any  such  tendency.  As 
to  the  question  put  to  him  respecting  the 
general  state  of  tho  colony,  the  papers 
arrived  yesterday,  he  was  about  to  eonaider 
and  answer  them,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  more  eipedient  that  he  should  now  pur- 
Bue  the  eonrse  he  hod  uniformly  adopted 
on  former  oeeasioos— •namely,  to  lay  the 
whole  of  the  papers  on  the  table  at  the 
earliest  moment,  when  hon.  Gentlemen 
would  be  able  to  form  their  own  opinions 
upon  them.  With  respect  to  the  question 
about  the  military  cootribulion  from  the 
colony  of  Mauritius,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Lyall)  would  be  glad  to  know  that 
there  was  in  the  present  year  a  considerable 
increase  to  that  contribution.  In  1862  the 
late  Duke  of  Newcastle  wrote  to  the  then 
Qovernor  of  Mauritius,  stating  that  he 
thought,  in  justice,  an  increased  eontribu- 
tion  towards  the  military  expenditure  should 
be  made  by  the  colony,  and  proposing  that 
it  should  thenceforward  pay  £45,000  a 
year  for  a  period  of  five  years.  The  then 
Governor  remonstrated  with  the  noble  Doke 
on  ocoount  of  the  temporary  financial  posi- 
tion of  the  colony,  and  his  noble  friend 
consented  to  postpone  the  new  arrange- 
ment for  two  years.  That  arrangement 
stood  to  commence  this  year,  when  in  tlie 
course  of  last  autumn  Sir  Henry  Barkly, 
the  new  Governor,  renewed  the  remon* 
strance,  and  asked  for  further  time  ;  but 
not  deeming  the  request  reasonable  he  had 
expressed  his  inability  to  comply  with  it. 
Therefore  the  arrangement  made  by  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  had  begun  to  be 
acted  upon  this  year,  and  it  would  termi- 
nate at  the  end  of  three  years.  After  the 
lapse  of  that  period  it  could  again  be  con- 
aidered  whether  the  colony  contributed  the 
proportion  of  its  military  charges  which 
eoold  fairly  be  expected  from  it,  and  whetlier 
it  fulfilled  the  reqawementi/of  the  Cam- 
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aitltM  M  OoIoiiUl  Il0hai7  BxpMiditDre 
of  1861.  With  fMpeot  to  the  qoestion 
ftihed  by  the  hon.  BwOMt  (Sir  Henrj 
Willottghbj)  M  to  dmiriag  on  the  nulitary 
diett.  thtt  wu  not  eo  much  a  matter  of 
prineiple  m  of  faet.  The  hon.  Baronel 
spoke  with  special  reference  to  New  Zea- 
land. No  prineiple  was  olearer  than  that 
there  was  to  be  no  expenditure  or  drawing 
of  monej  from  the  Imperial  resonrees. 
except  with  the  sanction  of  the  Home 
Goremment  and  of  thst  Honse.  But  to- 
wsrds  the  close  of  1663,  large  adrances 
vera  drawn  bj  the  GoTemment  of  New 
Zealand  from  the  militarj  chest  in  that 
colony.  The  boo.  Baronet  asked  whether 
those  advances  still  eontinoed  ?  In  the 
Coarse  of  last  Session  he  had  stated  what 
be  beliOTed  to  be  the  faet.  that  those  ad- 
ranees  eeased  in  1863 ;  that  tiiere  were  no 
adranees  made  from  the  military  ehest  in 
1864 ;  and  that  the  aystem  had  now  been 
pot  an  md  to  in  that  ei^ouy. 

Ub.  ARTHUR  HILLS  asked  if  the 
adTsnces  which  he  beliered  atnonnted  to 
£190,000  had  been  repaid  ? 

Mb.  CARDWELL  explained  that  the 
matter  referred  (o  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
was  part  of  the  arrangement  made  last 
rear  in  respect  to  the  Goaraotee  Loan  ;  bat 
he  (Mr.  Cardwell)  had  reeeired  a  letter 
stating  that  the  oolonr  did  not  accept  the 
Goaraotee,  and  thererore  the  arrangement 
referred  to  was  not  to  be  considered 
binding. 

SuJAUBS  ELPHINSTONB  said, 
he  saw  no  good  reason  why  the  eolony  oF 
HaurltioB  uonld  be  ealled  on  to  m^e  the 
additional  contribution  whieh  the  GoTem- 
ment was  reqniring  from  it.  If  the  in- 
habitants were  left  to  manage  their  own 
poliee  and  preserre  order  In  the  island  they 
could  do  so.  But  the  purposes  for  which 
the  money  was  applied  were  Imperial,  not 
oolonial;  and,  moreoTor,  the  produee  of  the 
island  was  loaded  with  heary  duties  on 
entering  this  eotintry.  In  the  last  war, 
the  Manritins  was  the  theatre  of  the 
greatest  naral  exploits  in  the  easteni  seas, 
of  which  it  was  the  key;  and  since  it 
came  into  onr  possession  it  had  been  of  the 
greatest  pmsible  importanee  to  as  for  re- 
taining the  eoromand  of  a  great  stream  of 
commerce,  and  as  being  hi  the  immediate 
vMnity  of  the  Isle  of  Bourbon— a  strongly 
fortiflod  French  post.  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
Temment bdng  near  the  end  of  tiiis  Par* 
liament,  and  anxious  to  go  to  the  country 
on  the  prineiple  of  economy,  wore  throwing 
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they  Ooold  on  thai  eolony.  At  the  pKUOnt 
time  the  rorenoo  of  the  ishmd  was  loaded 
with  heavy  debts.  Horeorer,  Ae^  were 
burdening  the  people  of  the  Uanritins  un- 
duly for  a  seeond  reason— namely,  beeanstf 
the  Home  Goremment  had  lud  ont  a  lai^ 
ftum  of  money  on  imprudent  works.  There 
were  rarions  points  in  the  eolony  where 
troops  might  land,  and  those  posts  might 
be  protected  with  a  small  namber  of  gans. 
But  he  understood  that  large  fortl6entionB 
had  been  undertaken  which  would  require 
a  large  number  of  traops,  and  the  colony 
would  hare  to  pay  for  those  troops.  It 
was  absurd  to  attempt  to  defend  a  place 
like  the  Hanritiua  with  an  enormous  gar- 
risoD.  The  preservation  of  the  soveraigntj 
of  the  seas  was  Uie  only  means  by  whi^ 
the  HanriUtts  or  any  other  of  oar  colonies 
could  be  protected.  He  had  moved  for 
some  papers  regarding  Ceylon,  and  when 
thc>y  were  produced,  he  should  have  some 
further  oburvations  and  a  Motion  to  make 
on  the  subject. 

Mb.  CHICHBSTER  FORTBSCUB 
said,  it  was  always  painful  to  destroy  a 
beautiful  theory,  but  he  begged  to  observe 
that  the  arrangement  for  the  moderate 
increase  of  the  military  contribution  of 
£32.000  to  £45.000  was  couoeived  and 
announced  to  the  eolony  two  yeara  ago  bj 
his  noble  Friend  the  late  Buke  of  New- 
castle, and  was  not  originated  by  the 
present  Secretary  to  the  ColoniM  at  (he 
close  of  an  expiring  Parliament.  The 
exeentbn  of  it,  however,  was  delayed  till 
lately  on  aoconnt  of  tiie  gnat  expenditure 
then  going  on  m  the  colony  upon  nulwaj 
works. 

COMMERCIAL  TREATY  WITH  FRANCE, 
qoaanoar. 

Mb.  TREHBRNE  asked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trede,  Whether  any  eom- 
munication  has  taken  place  between  Her 
Majesty's  Government  and  (hat  of  Franee 
with  a  view  to  the  modification  of  the 
Commereial  Treaty  of  1860  ;  and  whether 
they  are  in  possession  of  any  Report  re- 
specting the  present  condition  of  the  Riband 
Weavers,  and  whether  it  is  not  the  fact 
thst  their  eonfUtion  is  oven  more  distressing 
than  it  was  last  year ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
the  Government  wore  prepared  to  devise 
some  offeetnal  measnres  by  whieh  the  an- 
nihilation of  the  Bng^i^  Riband  Trade 
may  be  averted.  The  Government  were 
aware  of  the  painfol  stale  of  distress  whieh 
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honour  to  repmeai,  mmI  be  vm  mured 
it  bftd  tsonaMd  tinoe  then.  Nothing  but 
mitery  appeared  pouible  for  thote  who 
eontiDned  to  inbobH  it.  Bmigrstion  had 
taken  place  sinee  that  period ;  bnt  the 
atato  of  the  riband  trade  more  partloolarlj 
waa  most  deplorable.  It  waa  not  anrpriaing 
that  it  ahoold  be  »o,  looking  to  the  itate- 
meot  be  held  in  his  hand  of  the  average 
prieei  of  the  years  1860  and  1865.  A 
pieoe  of  riband  was  about  thirty-six  yards 
and  there  were  fire  prineipal  widths.  The 
average  prices  paid  in  the  two  years  were 
— sixteen-penny  widtbs.  in  1860,  2t.  &d. 
per  piece  ;  in  1865.  U.  Gd.  twenty-penny 
widths  t  in  1860.  3t.  M  ;  in  1865,  1«.  Id. 
twentj-fbnr-penoy  «idth8;in  1860, 4t.3<l.; 
in  1865, 3«.  thirty-penny  widths  ;  in  1860, 
5t. ;  in  1865, 2$.-9d.  forty-penny  widths ; 
in  1860.  6«.  6d.;  in  1865.  3«.  6d.  Pi«m 
these  fignrea  it  would  appear  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleoian  the  Chsnoellor  of  the  Ex- 
oheqaer  was  hardly  warranted  in  the  calcn- 
latimiB  he  had  made,  and  the  golden  dreams 
he  seemed  to  entertain  with  respect  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  riband  trade.  The  French 
Treaty  of  1860  left  the  English  riband 
trade  with  a  doty  of  7  per  cent ;  bat  now 
it  appeared  that  under  a  treaty  entered  into 
between  France  and  Switierland.  owing  to 
the  Favoured  Nations'  olanse,  oar  weavers 
might  import  ribands  into  France  at  a  duty 
reduced  from  7  to  3i  per  eent  Certainly 
that  waa  a  great  diminution  to  Jnmp  at 
onee  from  7  to  3|  per  oent  i  but  that  appe- 
rent  boon  would  effect  no  rdief  to  the  riband 
tarade ;  it  would  still  leave  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  French.  Although  thedoly  was  only  3} 
percent,  yet.  when  compared  with  the  value 
of  the  manufacture,  it  aawnnted  to  a  protec- 
tion of  25  per  cent.  If  the  Frenob  weaver 
had  wages  at  12*.  a  week  the  English 
weaver  to  compete  with  him  on  equal 
terms,  coold  only  have  9*.  a  week.  The 
French  bad  a  virtual  monopoly  in  their 
own  market.  He  understood  thst  the  Go- 
vernment, either  in  eonseqaence  of  what 
he  had  stated,  or  acting  upon  their  own 
obaofvatiena  and  convictions,  had  had  a 
eomamieotion  with  the  Qovemment  of 
France  respeoimg  some  otodifieation  of  the 
Treaty  of  1860.  It  nmst  be  home  hi  mind 
that  Her  Majesty's  Oovemment  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  relief,  be  what  it  may,  that 
might  proeeed  from  the  Franeo-SirisB 
Treaty,  The  treaty  would  come  into  ope- 
ration on  the  last  day  of  January,  1866, 
till  which  time  no  relief  could  accrue 
to  the  wearers  of  Coventry.  He  was  quite 
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would  be  «onpHatively  trivial  In  lu  » 
tent.  But  whether  or  not  the  Govern- 
ment  viewed  this  treaty  with  more  favour- 
able eyes  than  he  did.  they  eould  not  tell 
that  when  the  last  day  of  January,  1866, 
arrived  there  might  not  be  some  otffieolty 
interposed  as  to  the  reduction  of  the  duty. 
The  consequenoe  would  be  the  riband  trade 
of  England  would  be  mined,  and  the  onee 
flourishing  city  of  Coventry  destroyed.  It 
was  a  very  unpleasant  thing  to  represent 
a  starving  population,  when  there  seemed 
no  possibility  of  relief.  He  quite  felt  the 
difficulty  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
but  he  wanted  to  see  in  them  a  feeling 
corresponding  to  hia  own  in  tho  sense  of 
humanity  ;  so  that  really  they  might  put 
their  shoulder  to  the  whed  and  see  whethef' 
they  eonU  not  administer  some  rdief  to 
those  who,  they  could  not  det^,  were  in 
the  very  deepest  distress.  He  did  not 
think  it  good  policy  to  drive  any  trade 
out  of  the  country.  This  had  been  a 
luerative  trade,  one  more  agreeable  in 
its  manipulation  than  many  other  trades 
in  England.  It  bad  also  given  employ- 
ment to  many  thousands  of  industrious  and 
rather  superior  artisans.  There  were 
many  persons  who  had  emigrated  to  Ame- 
rica from  Coventry,  and  had  written  letters 
to  their  friends  eneonraging  them  to  go  to 
New  York,  where  an  excellent  trade  waa 
being  driven  under  a  60  per  oent  duty. 
The  people  of  Coventry  did  not  ask  for 
proteetira  by  putting  heavier  duties  on 
French  goodi,  but  they  asked  to  he  placed 
in  a  position  in  which  they  would  oe  en- 
abled to  earn  enough  to  live  open.  They, 
in  faet,  eomplained  of  the  superior  advan- 
tages given  to  the  French  manofiioturert 
unter  tiie  Commercial  Treaty,  and  said 
that  they  wanted  free  trade  principles  in 
respect  to  their  manufactures,  sdopted 
fairly  and  equally  in  respect  to  all.  Now, 
as  regarded  the  other  people  in  Coventry, 
not  engaged  in  tire  riband  trade,  their 
property  was  grievously  affected  by  ttie 
general  dulness  which  prevailed,  and  the 
witole  place  wore  e  general  aspect  of  mi- 
sery. A  friend,  writing  to  him  lately, 
stated  that  he  had  laid  ont  a  connderable 
snm  of  money  in  the  ereetion  of  mtk  mUh, 
but  that  his  property  had  been  deteriorated 
at  least  50  per  cent  in  consequence  of  the 
general  depression  of  trade  in  that  distriet. 
There  «ere  still  about  1.500  houses  un- 
oeeupied,  and  rents  were  bsdly  paid,  and 
with  difficulty  colteeted  from  bad  tenants. 
According  to  the  Board  of  Trade  Retumg, 
it  •ppe.red  that  the  ^^^^^^^^^^ 
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tared  ribands  imported  in  December,  1 859. 
was  £25,397 ;  but  in  December,  1864, 
the  value  had  increased  to  £122,996. 
Whilst,  with  regard  to  the  exports,  the 
trade  had  fallen  off  even  in  mocn  greater 
proportion.  In  December  last  there  were 
no  British  manufactm'ed  ribands  exported 
into  France  at  all.  The  Board  of  Trade 
Retnms  showed  a  eonaideraUe  inerense  in 
the  value  of  mannfaotnred  silk  imported 
into  this  ooontrjr,  and  a  corraponding  de- 
crease in  the  Talne  of  the  exports.  Whilst 
the  Tslue  of  the  manufactured  silk  exported 
from  France  to  England  in  the  year  1863 
amounted  to  660  millions  of  francs,  in  the 
Tear  1 864  it  reached  741  millioDs  of  frsocs. 
He  (Ur.  Treheme)  maintained  that  the 
existence  of  this  state  of  things  justified 
the  inquiries  which  he  had  rentured  to  put 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Ur.  Uilner 
Gihson).  The  question  of  exports  was 
one  which  demanded  very  serious  oonsider- 
atiou.  Wheu  he  last  Tisited  Coventry  he 
found  upon  bis  table  a  paper  purporting  to 
be  a  report  dated  the  29th  of  Julj,  1864. 
addressed  bj  Robert  Weale,  Bsq.,  Poor 
Law  Inapeetor,  to  the  right  hon.  C.  P. 
Yilliers,  of  the  condition  of  the  ailk  opera* 
tives  emplojed  in  the  riband  manufaotare 
in  CoTentry,  Nnneaton,  and  Colesbill  dis- 
tricts. It  appeared  to  him  that  that  re- 
port was  unfeeling  and  by  no  means  credit- 
able to  any  one.  The  author  took  npon 
himself  to  inform  the  QoTemment  of  the 
state  of  the  silk  riband  operatives,  and  said 
that  during  the  last  week  he  had  visited 
several  of  the  unions  of  Coventry  and  its 
neighbourhood,  where  the  strike  (as  Mr. 
Weale  called  it)  had  taken  place ;  that  the 
weekly  relief  was  generally  in  excess  of 
what  it  was  previous  to  the  strike  which 
took  place  in  July,  1860.  Now  it  shoald 
be  observed  that  Uie  dutreas  in  the  silk 
distrieta  arose  from  onr  Commercial  Treaty 
with  France  in  Ifareh.  1860.  But  Mr. 
Weale,  in  his  report,  was  pleased  to 
attribnte  it  solely  to  the  strike  amongst 
those  engaged  in  tho  trade  in  Jalj  of 
that  year.  The  Poor  Law  Inspector 
went  on  to  say  that,  from  inquiries  he  bad 
made,  he  believed  there  was  still  full  em- 
ployment for  all  classes  of  operatives  in 
that  part  of  the  country  ;  that  it  was  quite 
true  that  the  earnings  of  the  weavers  were 
much  lower  than  they  had  been  before  the 
strike,  but  if  the  amount  of  pleasure  en- 
joyed were  to  be  taken  as  any  indication 
of  the  comforts  of  the  people,  he  found 
that  pie-nic  parties  and  excnrsion  trips  were 
never  more  frequent.  He  protested  agunat 
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snch  one-sided  reports.  These  men  had 
Is.  B4.  a  day  to  keep  them  from  starvation, 
their  relaxation  was  obtained  by  the  assist- 
ance of  other  people,  and  he  (Mr.  Treheme) 
thought  that  that  part  of  the  report  was  a 
very  unfair  and  nogeoerous  comment  upon 
the  innocent  pleasures  of  the  people.  When 
he  was  down  in  Coventry,  in  September 
last,  there  took  place  a  sale  of  looms  which 
realized  only  £230  althongb  they  origin- 
ally cost  £^000.  But  he  thought  it  right 
to  bring  tills  sabjeot  forward  because  he 
knew  that  the  people  were  in  a  frightful 
state  of  distress,  and  it  was  bis  opinion 
that  the  proposed  reduction  of  duty  to 
3i  per  cent  by  France  would  fail  to  obtain 
for  them  thst  assistance  which  he  was  so 
aniioos  to  obtain  for  them,  having  regard 
to  the  difference  of  25  •per  cent  in  the 
wages  of  weavers  in  France  and  England. 
The  persons  who  furnished  him  with  the 
information  he  had  communicated  to  the 
House  were  men  of  sabstaoce,  who  were 
tliemselves  employed  in  the  trade,  and 
therefore  knew  well  what  they  wore  talk- 
ing about.  If  the  Government  were  to 
reply  to  him  that  thej  emisidered  there 
hu  been  a  great  loss  of  time— that  the 
House  had  been  listening  to  nothing  but 
sn  idle  story,  he  (Mr.  Treheme)  roust 
nevertheless  feel  that  he  had  attained  hia 
object.  It  was  not  his  wish  to  obtaiu 
applause,  but  to  enjoy  that  satisfaction 
which  every  one  felt  who  had  perfurmed 
his  duty. 

Mb.  WHITE:  It  might  be  inferred 
from  the  representation  of  the  deploral^e 
distress  prevailing  in  Coventry,  ooupled 
with  the  large  quantity  of  French  ribuida 
imported  into  this  country,  that  the  French 
riband  manufacturers  were  in  a  prosperooa 
state.  Oo  the  contrary,  he  (Mr.  White) 
held  in  hts  band  a  eircular  from  a  mann- 
ftwturing  house  in  France,  dated  the  4th 
of  this  month,  bewailing  the  condition  of 
the  riband  weavers  in  St.  Btienne  as  truly 
deplorable.  A  French  paper,  dated  the 
14th  of  this  month,  also  mentioned  the 
distress  under  which  tho  riband  weavers 
were  now  suffering.  While  all  regretted 
tiiat  the  people  of  Coventry,  or  any  other 
place  of  manufactnre.  shoold  experience 
privation  from  the  absence  of  trade,  it  roust 
be  recollected  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
periodical  recurrence  in  that  city  daring 
the  last  forty  years.  This  branch  of  in- 
dnstry  was  peculiarly  liable  to  the  caprice 
of  fasliion,  and  neither  the  House  of 
Commona  nor  any  other  power  could  con- 
trol the  taste  aud  duHoa  ctf  tiw  faihioniible 
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worid.  If  the  lion.  Member  for  Ooventry 
conid  briog  tome  oecnit  influenoe  to  bear 
open  that  illuitrions  lady,  who  ruled  despo- 
tioallj  over  tiie  {a^tona  of  Barope,  and 
who  resided  in  a  oeighbouring  State-— if 
he  could  indace  ber  to  take  into  eoosidera- 
tioD  the  deplorable  oondition  of  the  riband 
wearera  at  St.  Eiienne  and  at  CoTentrj, 
and  set  the  fashion,  ao  that  instead  of  gimp 
and  paumtenierie,  the  ladies  sboold  adorn 
their  dresaea  with  ribands,  then  it  would 
be  foend  that  the  riband  trade  of  Corentr; 
and  of  St.  Btienne  voold  be  in  as  pro- 
•perons  a  condition  as  erer  it  had  been.  It 
was  singular  that,  according  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  Returns,  the  total  importa- 
tion of  ribands  last  year  was  nearij 
{£200.000  less  than  it  was  two  years 
ago.  The  importa  stood  thvs In  1862, 
/l,470,000 ;  in  1863,  £1.359.G00i  and 
in  1864,  jgl.305,000.  Allnsion  had  been 
made  to  the  large  importation  of  manu- 
factured silks  to  tltis  country,  mainly  from 
France.  The  fact  was  indisputable  that 
in  1862  we  imported  £5.967»000  of  manu- 
faetared  silks  from  different  countries  ;  in 
186d,  £5.775.000;  and  last  year  the  total 
was  £6,465.000.  That  was  the  largest 
amount  we  bad  ever  imported.  At  the 
same  time,  it  mast  be  home  in  mind  that 
we  had  a  large  export  of  raw  silk.  It 
would  be  seen  by  the  total  amount  of  raw 
and  **  thrown "  silk  whioh  we  sent  to 
franco  that  the  French  took  nearly  as 
mneh  from  us  in  valoe  as  we  reeeived 
from  them.  The  hen.  Member  instanced 
tills  faet,  to  show  the  mntoal  adrantage 
that  accrued  from  the  operation  of  tho 
treaty  with  France.  If  the  hen.  Member  for 
Coventry  thoaght  that  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  were  responsible  for  the  distress 
in  Coventry,  ho  might  have  used  an  argu- 
ment of  much  greater  force  than  any  lie 
had  adduced,  by  pointing  to  their  unwise 
interTcntioo  in  China,  which  had  led  to  a 
falling  off  of  the  supply  of  silk.  We  did 
not  now  import  one-tbird  the  quantity  we 
formerly  did,  owing  entirely  to  our  pro- 
oeedings  against  the  Taepings. 

Mb.  HILNER  GIBSON,  in  reply  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  Question,  said,  that 
a  communication  had  t^en  place  between 
Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  and  that  of 
France  with  a  view  to  the  modifieation  of 
the  eunmercial  treaty  of  1860.  In  the 
autumn  of  last  year  inquiry  was  made  of 
the  French  goremment  whether  they  were 
disposed  to  redaee  the  duties  upon  Boglish 
ribands  imported  into  Franee.  The  reply 
was  that  tiie  French  goTomment  did  in  a 


short  time  intend  to  redaee  the  duties 
upon  ribands  of  British  manobcture  from 
8f.  the  kilcvranune,  to  4f.  the  kilogntrnme. 
being  a  renietion  of  fifty  per  eent.  And 
the  whole  duty  would  form  a  reduction  to 
3i  per  cent  ad  valorem.  This  most  be 
acknowledged  to  be  a  very  small  import 
duty,  if  it  could  be  called  an  import  duty 
at  ^1.  He  entirely  concurred  that  it  would 
be  very  desirable  if  the  importation  of  silk 
ribands  manufactured  and  sent  into  France 
should  be  as  furly  and  impartially  admit- 
ted there  as  the  manufacturoB  of  France 
were  into  this  country.  But  the  hon. 
Qentieman  must  admit  that  aftor  the 
change  in  the  French  duties  whioh  took 
place  in  1860  it  was  satisfactory  to  find 
within  BO  short  a  time  that  the  French 
Gofemment  sboold  have  eonceded  so  large 
a  rednetion  in  their  duty  as  5U  per  eent 
on  the  article  of  ribands.  Those  imiwrt 
duties  arose  in  consequence  of  our  having 
the  benefit  of  the  most  faroured-nalion 
clause.  The  French  nation  having  made 
a  treaty  with  Swiiaerland,  by  which  they 
extended  the  reduction  to  that  amount, 
the  same  favour  was  granted  to  us  accord- 
ing to  the  torms  of  tho  most  favoured- 
nation  clause.  The  Government,  however, 
were  not  unmindful  of  the  representations 
made  to  them  in  respect  to  the  distressed 
condition  of  the  silk  trade  of  Coventry. 
The  hen.  Colleagneof  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Sir  Joseph  Faxton)  had  repeatedly  pressed 
those  representations  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, and  they  felt  it  their  duty  to  state 
that  the  importation  of  eheap  ribands  into 
France  would  improve  the  tirade  eonsider- 
ably,  and  they  accordingly  made  those 
inquiriea  of  the  French  Government  to 
which  be  had  adverted,  and  whioh  proved 
in  their  result  so  satisfactory.  He  con- 
curred with  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  in  thinking  that  the  distress 
in  the  silk  riband  trade  of  Coventry,  bow- 
ever  deplorable,  was  beyond  the  reach  of 
legislative  remedies :  and  he  was  afraid 
it  was  almost  beyond  Uie  reach  of  the 
executive  Government  by  representations 
to  foreign  conntries,  seeing  already  how 
low  the  duties  were  on  the  import  of  rib- 
ands into  Franee.  The  Coventry  riband 
trade  had  frequently  been  aobjeet  to  periods 
of  depression  io  eonseqoenee  of  tiie  great 
fluotuationa  oaused  by  the  variationa  in 
fashion.  And  even  anpposing  fissbiona 
changed  and  ribands  were  more  exten- 
sively used,  it  would  probably  be  to  the 
injury  of  some  other  branch  of  trade ; 
for,  m  .11  p«,b.Wm|,^Jb.(5Qg^^ 


1755         Ommtnui  3haly  |(X)HH02rB) 


iitad  to  be  cocpMidei  m  rihaodi  «u  now 
■pent  in  mm  other  ertule  of  orBtment 
worn  hj  ladiet.  He  sineerely  Bjmpft- 
thized  with  the  hon.  Hember  for  Oorootry 
in  the  ilntreuod  eondition  of  the  people 
of  that  town  ;  hoi  he  donhted  tf  the  hoo. 
Oentleman  was  correct  in  inferriog  that 
things  were  worse  this  year  than  last  jear. 
He  did  not  know  what  oridenee  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  of  that  faet.  hat  the  poor- 
law  Retams  gare  a  gradnal  diininatioo  of 
persons  receiring  paroohial  relief.  In 
fiwt,  there  was  a  Material  difference  he- 
tween  the  oamber  relieved  in  1862  and 
BOW.  The  nnmber  of  pmons  in  Corentry 
reeeifing  in-door  and  oat^ow  relief  in 
the  fink  week  in  Janvarr,  1865.  was  1338; 
In  the  sane  week  in  1894  the  nnmher  was 
1702;  m  1863  there  were  3194;  and  in 
1862  there  were  4103  persona  reeeiting 
in-door  and  oot-door  relief.  He  found 
that  during  the  last  three  years  the  im- 
ports and  exports  of  ribands  had  been  on 
the  whole  neorljr  stationary,  and  if  that 
were  so  the  eonanmption  of  ribands  in  thie 
eonnkrj  eoold  not  hare  materiallj  fallen 
off,  or  if  it  had  it  most  have  arisen  from 
eaaaea  over  which  the  Legislstore  had  no 
control.  He  had  wade  inquiries  in  the 
Metropolis  and  he  was  inFormed  that  the 
sale  of  ribands  had  not  mneh  declined 
sinoe  the  Frenoh  treaty,  and  that  the  trade 
DOW  showed  syroptoma  of  rorival.  He  had 
been  informeil  by  thoae  In  the  trade  that 
the  sale  of  ribanw  bad  of  lato  years  been 
neariv  stationary,  but  at  the  same  time 
ahowkig  symptMns  of  revival  in  our  trade, 
no  preferenoe  being  iciving  by  the  gener- 
ality of  enatomers  to  French  over  English 
goods— the  Coventry  ribands  baring  very 
moeh  improved — but  rather  the  contrary. 
From  all  the  information  he  had  obtained 
he  had  good  reason  to  hope  that  the  trade 
of  Coventry  was  not  in  the  hopriess  state 
it  had  been  described  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. He  did  not,  liowever,  for  one  mo- 
ment diapute  that  great  distress  prevailed 
at  Coventry,  and  be  eonsidered  the  hoo. 
Gentleman  was  only  diaohM-ging  hu  doty 
in  bringing  it  under  the  eonsiwratton  of 
the  Honso.  If  he  eotdd  point  ont  bow  the 
Oovemaaent  eoald  alleviale  it  he  (Mr, 
Gibson)  ahonU  be  glad  to  assist  hi  so 
doing,  but  he  mnst  frankly  say  that  ho 
did  not  see  his  way  to  any  legblative  re- 
medy fyc  the  distress  that  at  pnsent 
existed. 

Mb.  NEWDBGATB  expressed  his 
thanks  to  the  OovemnMut  for  having  ob- 
tained from  the  Frenob  QmnuMnt  a  n- 
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dnetioB  of  duty  on  Bnriish  ribands  import- 
ed into  Franee  from  8f.  to  it,  and  thereby 
share  in  all  the  advantages  onder  tbe  nest 
favoored-nation  elanae  that  had  been  grant- 
ed  to  Switseriand;  but  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  the  doty  was  now  very  low, 
be  most  remind  the  ri^t  hon.  Gewtleaian 
of  the  remark  that  fell  from  tbe  hoo.  Member 
for  Coventry— namely.  Uiat  the  doty  most 
be  measnred  not  against  the  price  of  the 
article,  beeaose  the  silk  of  which  it  was 
made  formed  by  far  the  greater  pari  of  its 
valoe.  The  effeet  of  tbe  doty,  even  as  it  now 
stood,  was  therefore  m  reality  20  per  oent 
as  against  tbe  Bnglish  voAman— a  serioes 
item,  and  wkieh,  be  waa  awry  to  say,  foil 
entnwly  open  wages.  By  tbe  Treaty  of  1860 
the  Legislatare  of  England  was  prerantad 
from  levying  a  single  sizpenee  npeo  Frendi 
ribands  imported  into  thia  country.  Tbe 
Coventry  vrorkmen,  therefore,  natarally  felt 
it  to  be  very  hard  Uiat  a  do^  amonating  to 
20  pereent  on  their  wages  alioald  be  lened 
CD  the  importation  of  their  ribands  into 
Franee.  Under  aooh  cireanstanees^  tbe 
Hooae  oonld  not  expect  that  the  artisans 
of  Coventry  should  feel  ibe  bargain  be- 
tween the  two  coantricB  to  be  a  foir  one. 
He  repeated  what  he  had  frequently  said, 
that  the  Franeb  Trsnty  of  1860  waa  a  very 
one-sided  measnre,  a  very  bad  bargain  for 
this  country;  beoaase,  whilst  we  were  pre- 
vented from  impoMog  any  duty  mpoa  Frsnsh 
ribanda  imported  into  this  eenntir,  tbe 
Freneh  Ooverament  might,  if  they  pieiwad, 
nuse  the  daty  open  Bnglish  maaanetared 
ribands  into  Franee  np  to  15  per  oent  of 
the  value  of  tbe  article,  Ibe  enonaous  per- 
centage of  which  on  the  value  of  Bnglish 
labour  he  would  not  then  stop^  to  calculate. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  House  wouM  not 
be  deemved  as  to  tbe  effect  of  the  treaty 
upon  his  poor  neighbours.  With  regard  to 
tbe  number  of  paopers  in  Coventry  being 
lets  now  than  they  were  in  1862,  he  most 
remind  the  Honso  that  something  like 
£20.000,  contributed  by  the  charitable 
feelii^  of  Her  Majesty  and  many  of  her 
subjects,  had  been  spent  in  tiieir  rdief  in 
tiiat  y^ear;  and.  aa  ehairssan  of  tbe  relief 
eommittee,  this  aztraor^oary  ezpenditan 
for  relief  of  emirsa  disHntsbad  the  daa»nda 
upon  the  poor  rates  in  1862,  and  another 
eleownt  had  since  cone  into  operation. 
He  regretted  to  ioform  tbem  thtA  since 
Uie  Freneh  Treaty  had  come  foUy  hMo 
operation  from  11,000  to  12.000  perseoa 
bad  left  the  town,  and  those  who  leoMuaed 
were  employed  on  miserably  low  wages. 
Ha  iMotioaed  tbo^^fh^^^^^^to 
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the  ^olue  and  the  QoTeninent  «|  ih9  di- 
SHtroM  effpcU  of  »  bad  UrKftin  inch  m 
tli9  Treat;  of  1860.  When  the  hen.  Vem- 
Imr  for  Brighton  (Ur.  White)  said  the 
trade  was  nbjeeted  to  Tariations  of  demand 
reenlting  from  the  ehanfes  of  fa«h!oD,  he 
(Ur.  Newdegete)  begged  to  remind  him 
and  the  House  that  it  bad  alwaja  been  bo, 
bat  it  did  not  follow  beoauie  of  tboae  flue- 
taationa  that  the  trade  should  bo  destrojed. 
It  was  qoite  true  that  both  St.  EtisDoe 
and  Corentrj  might  suffer  from  ohaages  of 
fashion,  bat  the  qaestion  at  issiie  was,  were 
not  the  Coventrj  ritwod  makers  suffering 
(in  addidon  to  the  depression  of  trade  bj  the 
change  of  fasbioe)  from  the  additional  har- 
den of  the  import  duty  into  France  on  the 

Eroduots  of  their  industry?  Every  effort 
ad  been  made  to  supplant  the  riband  tr«de 
by  the  introduction  of  other  employment, 
and  ha  was  happy  to  say  not  wUbont  ave- 
cess  in  hia  own  immediate  neighbonriiood 
near  and  in  Nuneaton.  In  thanking  the  Qo* 
Ternment  for  baring  interceded  with  the 
Qorernment  of  France,  he  oonld  not  but 
lament  that  they  should  be  in  snob  a  posi- 
tion aa  to  hare  their  haoda  tied  by  the 
Treaty  of  1860,  so  that  whilst  the  French 
Goremment  eould  at  their  unfettered  dis- 
eretion  impose  a  high  duty  on  our  goods, 
we  were  prerented  from  ezeraising  that 
power,  should  it  aeem  adriaabl^  to  do  so,  for 
the  interest  of  our  own  suffering  peo^e. 

Mb.  BENTINCE  said,  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Gorentiy  had  hroiwht  forward 
a  most  painful  eaae.  and  he  had  clearly 
abown  the  great  amonnt  vi  distresa  which 
existed  amwjpt  the  opemitves  ttf  that  town. 
He  must,  howenr,  aay  that  he  eould  ima- 
gine nothing  leu  likely  to  raiae  the  spirits 
of  the  people  of  Coventry  than  the  answer 
which  had  just  been  given  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade.  The  hon.  Member  for  Coventry 
made  use  of  a  peculiar  remark,  and  one 
which  gave  him  (Mr.  fientinck)  the  im- 
pression that  he  had  not  quite  studied  one 
feature  of  the  case.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
said  he  brought  forward  the  Motion,  not 
on  political  grounds,  but  on  the  grounds 
humanity.  Now  did  any  one  ever  hear 
of  the  humanity  of  a  free  trader  I  Why, 
they  might  as  well  appeal  to  the  sensa- 
Inlity  of  a  boa  oonitriotor  or  the  amiiUulity 
an  alligator  aa  to  tha  bnmanity  of  a 
free  trader.  The  great  ^oeiple  of  free 
trade  was  to  oarry  out  its  news  at  any 
cost,  at  any  sacrifice,  and  at  any  amount 
of  human  snffering  ;  and,  in  spite  of  ap- 
peals to  the  eontnvy,  that  pmieiple  mm 
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not  only  beett  defended  by  the  advooatei 
of  free  trader  hot  it  bad  been  invariably 
earried  out  to  tha  best  of  tbmr  nbility« 
His  bon.  Friend  aaid  he  did  net  wish  to  go 
into  the  queetioB  of  free  trade,  but  he  pnl 
forward  an  argument  whiob  trenehed  Tory 
closely  upon  it.  He  said  the  result  of  past 
legislation  had  been  to  cheapen  labour,  and 
**  cheap  labour  '*  was  the  history  of  free 
trade  in  two  words.  And  without  gwng 
farther  into  the  question,  he  believed  that, 
looking  to  the  {vesent  position  of  the  silk 
trade,  and  to  his  right  hon.  Friend's  par- 
ticular allies  the  papermakers,  the  time 
was  arriving  when  the  masses  <^  the  ooon- 
try  wonld  at  last  wake  up  to  the  effect  of 
the  extraordinary  delusion  that  had  been 
practised  upon  them  by  the  introduction 
of  what  was  misealled  free  trade  into  Uiis 
oonntry.  The  tima  wae  not  far  distant 
when  the  agrienltoral  labourer  would  at 
laat  diacoier  bow  eompletely  he  bad  been 
gulled  when  he  waa  made  to  believe  that 
the  best  way  to  better  his  position  waa  b^ 
decreasing  the  valne  of  the  prodnoe  of  hie 
labonr;  and  the  great  migority  (tf  the 
artisans  had  been  for  some  years  past 
sabsisting  on  the  charity  of  the  nation  in 
spite  of  the  promises  of  roast  beef  and 
plum  pudding  that  were  made  to  them  as 
the  consequenoes  of  free  trade.  His  hon. 
Friend  asked  that  the  prinoiples  of  free 
trade  should  be  earried  out  with  respect  to 
Coventry.  It  was  not  an  unreasonable 
request,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  consoled 
him,  by  informing  him,  in  the  first  ^aee, 
that  it  waa  a  mattff  for  eongratulation 
that  the  import  dnttea  on  Bn^^ish  ribands 
into  France  had  been  redueed  60  per  eent. 
Well,  that  was  not  free  trade,  neither  did 
it  avert  the  distress  eomfdained  ot.  Then 
his  right  hon.  Friend  went  on  to  concur 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Coventry  that 
the  abolition  of  all  duties  should  take  place 
in  every  eountry,  and  that  the  admirable 
system  of  free  trade  should  be  nnirersslly 
applied.  That  was  an  amiable  and  nd- 
mirable  wish  of  bis  right  boo.  Friend's ; 
but  ho  followed  it  up  by  saying  that  he  did 
not  see  how  the  distress  complained  of 
conld  be  remedied  by  any  legislative  enact- 
ment. Now  he  (Mr.  Bentiock)  thought  it 
could  be  done,  and  that  by  sim|dy  putting 
ibe  workmen  of  botii  oountriea  in  the  same 
relative  po«ti<m  with  regard  to  import 
duties.  At  present  in  France  there  was 
an  import  duty  «i  the  prodnetioaa  of  Eng- 
land ;  while  in  England  there  was  no  im* 
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This  might  be  remedied.  What  was  »• 
quired  was  that  the  ribaDds  and  other 
articles  of  GoTeutry  should  be  placed  od 
the  same  fboUng  for  import  into  France 
as  French  gooda  were  allowed  to  eome  into 
England— free  of  all  duty.  He  wished  to 
ealfthe  attention  of  his  right  faon.  Friend 
to  one  point  which  he  rentured  to  think 
was  one  of  the  greatest  delusions  that  had 
been  practised  on  this  country  upon  the 
subject  of  free  trade.  Tbey  had  heard  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  all  the  advocates  of 
the  so-called  great  principle  of  free  trade, 
congratulate  the  House  and  the  country 
upon  the  conTorsion  of  the  Emperor  of  the 
rrench  and  his  Qoremmeat  to  the  princi- 
ples of  free  trade.  Now,  there  never  was  a 
greater  delusion  attempted  to  be  practised 
than  that.  The  great  object  of  free  traders 
bad  always  been  to  confuse  the  public 
mind  between  two  things  of  the  most  oppo- 
site principles — prohibition  and  protection; 
and  what  they  had  done  had  been  not  to 
indnee  the  Bmperor  of  the  French  and  his 
GoTeroroent  to  adopt  the  principles  of  free 
trade — if  he  had,  the  Coventry  weavers 
would  have  had  no  cause  of  complaint — 
but  to  adopt  what  be  (Hr.  Bentinck),  aa 
one  of  the  old  Protectionist  party,  ventured 
to  think  was  the  right  and  sound  policy — 
namely,  to  abandon  prohibition  and  to 
adopt  the  principles  of  protection.  The 
French  Government  were  not  free  traders, 
but  avowed  protectionists,  which  was  the 
principle  that  was  formerly  understood  and 
carried  out  in  this  country,  and  it  was  but 
a  poor  consolation  to  the  starring  Coventry 
weavers  and  othera  to  be  toM  that  in  spile  of 
the  amount  of  distress  that  existed  amongst 
them  the  Oovemment  were  powerless  to 
reliere  them.  He  denied  the  assertion, 
and  all  he  aaked  the  Government  to  do 
was  to  carry  out  the  principles  of  free 
trade— for  it  could  not  he  called  free  trade 
when  there  was  a  difference  of  20  per  cent 
in  favour  of  the  French  and  against  the 
English  workman,  and  so  to  regulate  our 
commercial  treaties  as  to  put  tho  industri- 
ous artisans  and  labourers  in  this  conntry 
on  a  footing  of  equality  with  the  labour 
and  industry  of  other  oonntries. 

THE  SUEZ  CANAL. 

QXTESnoiT. 

Ub.  DARBT  GRIFFITH  asked  the 
First  Lonl  of  the  Treasury,  Whether  all 
forced  labour  on  the  works  of  the  Sues 
Canal  has  been  entiralj  moA  flnallj  dii- 


continued  ?  Ho  was  &e  mon  anxious 
to  gel  an  answer  to  his  question  as 
M.  Lesseps  had  invited  representatives 
from  all  eonntiries  to  Alexandria  for  the 
purpose  (tf  inspeeting  the  work  on  the 
6th  of  April,  He  sair  no  reason  why 
this  country  should  not  wish  Una  work 
to  be  completed  if  only  two  conditions 
were  fulfilled — that  no  flagrant  violation 
of  humanity  took  place  by  the  employment 
of  what  be  should  call  slave  labour,  and 
that  the  existence  of  a  company  was  not 
made  the  pretext  for  the  acquisition  of 
territory.  It  would  be  a  great  advantsge 
to  passengers  by  the  Peninsular  and  Orien- 
tal Company's  steamers  if  they  should  be 
enabled  to  pass  through  the  Istfamns 
without  changing  Teasels,  and  he  for  one 
would  be  glad  to  see  such  a  communication 
with  the  Bast  com|^eted.  He  believed, 
however,  that  U.  Lesseps  had  thrown  into 
the  undertaking  a  eonriderahle  dash  of 
national  rivalry.  He  had  aUo  exhibited  a 
eonuderaUe  taate  for  theatrical  display. 
When  U.  X^eBsepa  was  lately  at  the  opera 
at  Florence,  one  of  the  eminent  ballet- 
dancers  bad  represented  him  as  the  pre- 
siding deity  of  the  Sues  Canal,  and  M. 
Lesseps  leaned  forward  out  of  his  box- 
No.  13  on  the  Grand  Tier — to  receive  an 
ovation  at  the  hands  of  those  present.  His 
object  in  putting  the  question  was  to  ascer- 
tain that  the  principles  of  humanity  had  not 
been  violated  as  they  used  to  be  in  former 
times,  when  no  less  than  100,000  men 
were  obliged  to  submit  to  enforced  labour. 

VisooDiTT  PALMBRSTON:  At  one 
Ume  the  works  of  the  Sues  Canal  were 
carried  on  entirely  by  fellabs  —  that  is, 
peasants  of  Egypt  who  were  eompelled  to 
labour.  The  Sultan,  however,  some  months 
ago  issued  a  firman  forbidding  that  species 
of  employment  for  the  future,  and  as  far 
as  we  are  informed  that  firman  is  now  in 
force  and  is  executed.  We  have  no  in- 
formation to  the  contrary.  I  know  that 
the  Canal  Company  have  endeavoured  to 
obtain  labour  from  Uoroeco,  and,  I  think, 
from  Tunis;  and  I  also  know  that  there 
were  a  certain  number  of  English  navriea 
also  employed  in  the  construction  of  the 
canal.  I  believo  that  they  were  dissatis- 
fied with  the  conditions  imposed  upon 
them,  and  most  of  them  left;  but  we  bar* 
no  reason  to  believe  that  forced  labour  ia 
now  employed  in  the  eonatraetion  of  th» 
works. 

Hotioa.  **  That  Hr.  Speaker  do  now 
iMTO  the  Ob«r,"         |o,p  I 
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SUPPLY— ARMY  ESTIBIATES.  | 
SuFFLT  «<m9idartd  in  Committee. 

Thb  Harqusbs  ot  HARTINOTON: 
Sir,  the  House  fatis  slreadj  diaouMed  very 
folly  to  many  in^eeta  eonnected  with  the 
Adminiatration  of  the  Army,  that  I  shall 
now  trespass  on  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  for  a  shorter  time  than  I 
should  otherwise  have  felt  it  necessary 
to  do.  We  have  already  had  debates 
on  the  subjects  of  recruiting,  ordnance, 
and  the  fortifications  of  Canada.  These 
three  subjects,  perhaps,  the  most  im- 

Jortant  of  those  to  which  it  will  be  my 
uty  to  call  attention  this  evening,  hare 
already  received  full  and  complete  conside- 
ration from  the  House.  Therafore  I  will 
not  detain  the  Committee  by  making  any 
preliminary  observationa  on  thoM  great 
questional  bnt  will  proceed  at  onee  to  give 
in  ezplaution  of  the  Eatiroatea  tiiat  uve 
been  uud  on  the  table.  I  will  flrat  remark 
that  hon.  Members  wUl  obaerre  that  some 
alight  ehangea  ftre  made  thta  year  in  the 
form  of  the  Estimates.  In  deference  to 
the  wishes  ezpressed  last  year,  and  more 
especially  in  deferenoe  to  the  suggestions 
of  the  right  hon.  Hember  for  Huntingdon, 
we  have  this  year  reverted  to  the  practice 
of  taking  the  first  Vote  for  the  number  of 
men ;  but  as  the  numbering  of  several  Votes 
had  been  already  fixed,  and  considerable 
inoonvenience  would  have  been  experienced 
bpr  altering  the  numbering,  we  have  de- 
aignated  the  first  two  Votes  relating  to  the 
numbers  of  the  men  by  the  letters  A  and 
B,  retuoiog  the  numbering  of  the  re^ 
maittder  or  the  Votea.  Hon.  Members 
will  also  obaerre  that  charges  have  in 
aome  inatancei  keen  transferrad  from  one 
Vote  to  another  —  for  instance,  certain 
charges  for  pay  have  been  placed  in  the 
Commissariat  Vote  as  more  properly  be- 
longing to  it,  and  I  fear  that  aome  ioeon- 
venienoe  may  possibly  be  felt  by  those  who 
wish  to  compare  the  expenditure  of  the 
present  year  with  that  of  former  years;  but 
all  the  changes  have  been  made  from  prin- 
ciple. All  that  we  have  done  is  to  trans- 
fer particular  charges  from  one  Vote  to 
another,  placing  them  in  that  Vote  to  which 
th^  strictly  belong;  for  it  is  only  by  com- 
prising in  each  Vote  those  eknrgea  which 
are  really  applicable  to  it  that  ve  ean 
make  eaeh  Departmenta  reeponaible  to  the 
Seeretary  of  Slate.  The  Army  Eatimatea 
laid  on  the  table  this  year  amonnt  to 
£14,348,447,  being  a  reduction  upon 
those  voted  last  year  of  £495,641.  But  i 
VOL.  CIXXVQ.  [thod  anna,]  ' 


I  when  we  eome  to  compare  the  net  eati- 
i  mated  charge  for  the  army  services  agunst 
the  revenue  of  this  year  as  compared  wiUi 
last  year  we  find  a  aUll  greater  reduction. 
Striking  from  the  ^nm  eatimate  the  sum 
we  expeet  to  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer 
for  extra  receipts,  the  net  estimated 
charge  is  £12.645,007,  while  last  year  it 
was  £13.519.646,  showing  a  saving  in  the 
total  Estimate  to  be  vot«l  this  year  for 
army  purposes  of  £874.639.  I  will  not 
trouble  the  House  with  any  long  compari- 
son, but  I  cannot  refrain  from  pointing  out 
the  reduction  which  we  have  been  able  to 
effect  since  the  year  of  the  highest  expen- 
diture on  the  army  services.     The  year 

1861-  2  was  really  the  year  of  the  highest 
military  expenditure,  but  in  the  year 

1862-  3  the  Estimates  for  the  army 
reached  their  higheat  jwint  In  1861-2 
the  expenditure  was  highest,  because  tn 
that  year  the  cha^^  for  India  now  roted 
in  the  Army  Estimates  had  not  become  a 
ohaiwe  upon  them,  but  were  defrayed  by 
the  Indian  Goremment  by  meaaa  of  a 
capitation  grant  paid  into  the  Ezohequer. 
I  will  compare  the  Estimates  for  1862-3 
with  the  Estimates  for  subsequent  years. 
In  1862-3  the  Vote  for  the  army  was 
£16,060,750.  In  the  next  year  there 
was  a  reduction  amounting  to  £591,113, 
and  in  1864-5  the  reduction  had  been 
increased  to  £1.216,262.  In  the  present 
year  the  reduction  on  the  Estimates  of 
1862-3  will  he  £1,711.903.  These  re- 
ductions of  nearly  £2,000,000  from  the 
year  of  the  highest  expenditure  is  not  all  I 
have  to  mention.  1  should  like  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  we  have  now 
reduced  the  Army  Estimates  from  the 
year  of  the  higheat  expenditure  to  a  point 
below  that  of  1859-60,  being  the  year 
before  the  Governments  of  Europe  were 
alarmed  by  the  Italian  War — before  the 
feeling  became  ao  prevalent  in  England 
that  our  defences  were  not  lu  the  atate 
they  ought  to  be  in,  and  before  our  arma- 
ments assumed  the  dimensions  they  sob- 
sequeoUy  did,  and  which  led  to  their  being 
called  "  bloated  armaments."  In  the  year 
1859-60  the  Army  Estimates  were  pre- 
pared by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site, and  I  will  compare  witii  them  the 
Estimates  for  the  present  year.  In  the 
former  year  the  Vote  for\he  diaembodied 
militia  waa  not  included  in  tiie  Army  EstN 
mates,  and,  therefore,  I  have  to  deduct 
from  the  Estimates  of  the  present  year  the 
charge  for  that  force.    The  amonnt  voted 

jlu  1869.60  w«  mM9^^.J5^f^- 
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dodiac  tW  diMBk>diecl  miHtia.  To  that 
mm  £700.000  slioald  be  add«d,  bting  the 
anm  dw  by  the  Indian  GorernmeBtt  on 
aeoonnt  of  tho  lemeo  in  die  prior  vear, 
nalung  the  total  amnnt  of  Ao  real  Bsti- 
mato  £13,659.297.  Tho  total  amoont 
eatinated  to  be  the  ozpeoditDre  for  tho 
ttnaj  for  tho  protont  yoaria  £13,533.047, 
to  that  the  amouotin  1859-60  was  greater 
hj  £26,250.  after  deducting  the  militia 
Veto.  Nor  is  this  all.  The  charges  now 
inolDded  in  the  Armj  Bstimatos  for  depots 
and  other  serriees  for  the  Indian  Qo- 
Terwnent,  in  addition  to  thoae  Toted  in 
1859,  the  ooat  of  which  is  met  b;  contri- 
bationa  from  die  Indian  and  Colonial 
fnndt.  amount  to  £648,000 ;  and,  there- 
fbn,  in  addition  to  the  saving  of  £26,250. 
then  is  a  real,  though  not  apparent 
aariag  of  £648.000.  Sinoe  1859  the 
Yohintaor  force  hat  almeat  entirely  sprong 

sBTolnng  a  charge  of  £354.000. 
Thera  aro  ooTeral  other  now  ehargea. 
some  of  them  in  couaequence  of  the 
reeommendations  of  the  Commission  on 
Reerniting,  aod  £94,500  are  expended 
apoB  additional  clothing  issaed  on  their 
reeonmendatioD.    I  mention  these  things 
to  shew  that  though  fully  alive  to  the  im- 
portenoe  of  bringing  forward  ample  Bsti- 
matos, during  tfs  Ust  few  years  the  Go- 
Tomment  have  been  working  steadily  and 
earaostly  in  the  direction  of  a  roduotioo  of 
military  expenditure.    Now  I  eome  to  the 
first  Fote  for  the  nnmber  of  the  men.  The 
total  lednetion  of  the  foroe  of  the  army  this 
year  will  bo  abost  4,000  men.   I  will  ex- 
^aininwhatmannarthatliefitetod.  The 
ndoetiu  in  the  artillery  is  entirely  due  to 
the  oiigantBatioD  of  the  regiments  of  ar> 
tiUery.    When  the  amalgamation  of  the 
Indian  and  Imperial  serviceB  took  plaoe, 
the  effast  was  of  course  very  largely  to 
increase  the  depots  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  the  Indian  reliefs.    Of  course,  it 
waa  also  impossible  to  oaloolate  accu- 
rately the  requirements  of  that  service, 
and  it  baa  turned  out  that  tbey  were  over- 
estimated.   It  is  fomd  that  wo  wants  of 
the  avtUteiy  servioe  can  be  supplied  by 
depots  of  smaller  dimensions  than  those 
originally  formed,  and  it  is  proposed  and 
has  been  agreed  to  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  to  redtuM  tiie  d^t  brigade  from 
20  to  16  batterfeo.  whioh  will  bt  divided 
iato  S  instead  of  4  diTisiona.   This  will  be 
*  foailivo  improvement  and  tend  to  effi- 
eiaooy.  because,  the  number  of  men  being 
dimioisfaed.  the  proportional  number  of 
offieers  will  be  greater.    Great  eraopbunU 
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;  have  been  vaa^  of  thft  vtmt  of  offiem.  in 
consequence  of  many  being  detuned  at 
depots.  The  redneuon  is  commendable 
on  die  aeore  of  economy.  There  will  bo 
a  reduction  in  the  infantry  of  a  Kttle  ow 
2.000  men  eonseqaent  in  the  first  daee 
vpott  the  reduction  of  one  of  the  WMt 
India  regiments.  That  regiment,  the  5th 
West  India  regiment,  was  raised,  the 
House  will  recollect,  partly  for  the  purpose 
of  replacing  a  St.  Helena  regiment,  and 
partly  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  the  Gold 
Coast  Artillery  Corps.  The  intention, 
however,  of  garrisoning  St.  Hdeaa  by  a 
West  India  regiment  has  been  abandoned. 
The  West  Indian  troops  were  very  re- 
centiy  formed,  they  have  never  been 
recruited  to  their  full  numbers,  their  ser- 
vices were  not  required,  and  therefore  no 
ineonvenience  will  attend  their  rednetiMi. 
The  rednetion  of  the  infantry  at  home,  like 
that  of  the  artillery,  baa  been  effiwted  by 
a  change  in  tho  organiaation  of  that  brueli 
of  the  aarviee.  The  subjeot  at  depots  and 
of  depdt  battalions  ia  one  which  baa  been 
very  often  brought  forward  for  discussion 
in  this  House.  A  great  diversity  of  opi- 
nion haa  been  expressed  as  to  the  utility  of 
our  system  of  depot  battalions.  I  am  not, 
however,  going  to  enter  upon  a  full  discoa- 
sion  of  that  question  now.  It  is  ebviooa 
that  reg^mcDta  serring  abroad  or  in  the 
colonies  ought,  in  some  shape  or  another, 
to  have  depots  at  home  where  reomits  ean 
be  roceiffed,  and  whence  the  regiments  to 
whioh  they  belong  can  be  strengthened. 
That  neeeasity  does  not,  however,  exut  in 
the  ease  of  regiments  serving  aft  home. 
There  ii  no  reason  whatever  why  yonng 
officers  and  recmitt  should  not,  when  their 
regiment  is  at  home,  at  once  join  tbwr 
hMd-quarters.  I  see  no  good  reason  for 
keeping  up  two  separate  battalions  for 
one  regiment  at  homo.  I  believe  thathon. 
Uembers  connected  with  the  army  will  bear 
me  out  when  I  say  that  commanding  offi- 
cers generally  would  prefer  this  latter 
ooorse,  beoanse  at  the  depots  the  young 
officers  and  reemits  learn  a  different  system 
to  that  wbieh  is  in  practice  at  their  own 
raiment*,  so  that  ths^  have  on  joining 
tiieir  head-qnarters  to  unlearn  a  good  deal 
of  what  they  have  been  taogfat.  It  has 
been  tberebre  decided  that  the  dtpdi 
companies  of  the  r^ments  aft  home  shall 
jmn  their  service  compsnies,  so  that  the 
batt^ions  will  consist  of  12  companies  in 
one  body,  instead  of  10  servioe  and  2 
depot  oMBpaniee  in  different  parts  of  the 
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tafions  of  inftuttry  fnm  been  placed  during 
the  past  jear  both  at  home  or  In  the 
edonies  was  800  men.  Of  these,  680 were 
in  ike  lerriee,  and  120  in  the  depdt  eotn- 
paaiet.  WkHe  there  were  only  10  Mtriee 
eompanies,  an;  redaeUon  below  680  in  Uie 
namber  of  men  would  have  been,  I  think, 
unwise,  beeansB  those  who  remained  would 
hardlj  hafe  sufficed  for  the  efficient  per- 
forrnhnce  of  garrison  dutj.  When  in- 
creased br  two  companies,  howerer,  the 
case  is  different.  The  battalions  at  home 
will  eaeb  consist  of  600  men,  and  as  the 
dep6t  companies  will  join  the  serriee  eom- 

gsniee,  the  elFeet  of  that  will  be  to  add  IM  to 
00,  and  at  it  has  been  decided  to  reduce 
each  battalion  bj  fiftj  men,  there  will  now 
be  750  men  m  one  body  instead  of  800 
men,  dirided  into  two  bodies  of  680  and 
120  each.  In  seToi  battalions  th«o  will 
be  m  redilbtioa  of  100  men.  These  hat- 
taHons  are  those  on  their  waj  homo  from 
India,  and  will,  of  course,  stand  the  last 
for  foreiffn  service.  Thej  always  return 
from  India  eztremelj  weak,  and  there  is 
DO  reason  for  raising  them  at  once  to  their 
full  strength.  This  reduction  will  be  ba- 
lanced by  the  joining  of  the  men  from  the 
depdts.  On  the  other  hand,  the  battalions 
intended  for  service  in  India  and  in  the 
colonies  will,  as  heretofore,  be  maintained 
at  their  full  strength.  Three  battalions 
about  to  go  to  India  irill  be  kept  up  to  the 
estabfidimont  of  900  men,  so  as  to  be 
ready  to  start  at  any  time,  as  well  as  to 
leave  a  depAt  at  home.  Independently  of 
the  redaction  of  men  which  we  have  been 
safely  able  to  effect  hy  means  of  the  ehange 
in  the  organiiation,  I  may  mention  the 
fact  that  there  will  be  a  saving  of  expense 
arising  from  the  reduction  of  the  dep5t 
battalions  of  regiments  at  home,  aoionntiDg 
to  £28,780.  By  the  ehange  which  is  pro- 
posed it  will  be  possible  to  reduce  seven 
battalions,  the  saving  on  which  will  amount 
to  the  sum  I  have  just  given.  Owing  to 
the  arrangements  of  the  Foreign  Office 
and  the  Indian  Government  our  force  at 
home  will  not  be  reduced  to  a  similar  extent. 
It  was  stated  in  the  House  the  other  night, 
and  I  believe  the  House  will  entirely  con- 
cur in  the  policy  aDnooneed  fay  my  right 
hen.  Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  that  orders  have  already  been 
sent  oat  to  New  Zealand  for  the  rednetion 
of  our  troops  in  that  quarter  of  the  world 
by  five  battalions  which  will  return  home 
in  the  course  of  this  jear,  in  addition  to 
which  two  battalions  will  also  be  recalled 
from  India,  witbont  relief.    The  result 


will  be  that,  whet«ia  in  the  present  year 
1864-d,  the  estimated  establishments  o^ 
inCsntiy  at  hofflo  were  32,500  men,  and, 
including  Indiati  and  colonial  depots, 
4S,520,  our  estaUlehment  in  the  ensuing 
year  will  be  35,700  at  home,  and  45,920, 
including  the  depots  of  the  regiments  in 
India  and  the  colonies.  These  figures, 
however,  do  not  include  the  Guards,  nam- 
bering  5,953  men.  The  reduotions  made 
in  the  Line  will  also  be  extended  to  that 
portion  of  onr  army.  By  the  arrange* 
ments  which  have  been  made  for  the  return 
of  these  regiments  from'  New  Zealand  and 
India,  and  by  the  arrangements  made  last 
year  for  recalling  the  garrison  from  the 
Ionian  Islands,  we  are  this  year  in  a  better 
poution  m  respect  to  relieving  India  and 
the  colonial  guriaona  than  we  have  beett 
for  maigr  years  past.  In  the  year  in  which 
we  now  are  we  have  at  hwne  40  battalions, 
in  the  colonies  46,  and  In  India  55.  Dur- 
ing next  year  we  shall  have  47  battalions 
at  home,  41  in  tbe  colonies,  and  53  in 
India,  the  total  number  of  battalions  being 
141.  For  the  first  time  this  year,  there- 
fore, we  shall  have  one-third  of  our  batta- 
lions at  home,  that  being  regarded  as  the 
proper  number,  because  it  enables  each 
regiment  to  spend  five  years  at  home  in 
return  for  ten  years'  service  abroad.  The 
subject  of  recruiting  has  already  been  dis- 
cussed, and  I  have  no  doubt'  many  hon. 
Members  will  raise  the  question  upon  the 
Votes  in  Committee.  1  have  before  this 
taken  oeeauon  to  say  that  I  do  not  believo 
that  there  is  an^  good  ground  for  dte  alarm 
and  apprehension  which  appear  to  ezut 
upon  this  sa^eot  in  the  minds  of  many  hon. 
Members.  Some  short  time  ago  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  was  called  to  the  fact 
that  our  army  was  4,000  men  below  the 
establishment,  and  that  certainly  was  the 
case,  bat  everybody  must  know  that  at  no 
time  do  the  real  nombers  of  the  army  abso- 
lutely correspond  with  the  establishment  as 
given  in  the  Returns,  because  in  some  places 
they  somewhat  exceed  and  in  others  are 
slightly  below  tho  numbers  stated  on  paper. 
There  is  frequently  some  nncertahity  as 
to  the  exact  time  when  men  are  to  get 
their  discharge,  and  reemiUng  at  par- 
ticular periods  is  more  rapid  than  at  otiiers. 
For  these  reasons  it  has  never,  I  believe, 
been  considered  practicable  to  keep  Ae 
army  exactly  to  the  prescribed  standard, 
but  it  is  considered  sufficient  if  the  total 
average,  the  maximum,  is  not  exceeded. 
I  qaite  admit  that  at  no  time  daring  last 
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QstablUbment.  In  moTing  the  EBtimates 
last  year  I  stated  that  thero  wat  consider- 
able difficnlty  in  aseertMoing  what  the  ex- 
act namber  of  recruits  required  would  be, 
01  an  accurate  calculation  of  the  number 
of  men  entitled  to  take  their  dinharKe 
conld  not  thm  be  made.  Hoiirerer,  the 
ealonlation  was  not  Tery  much  in  fault,  for 
we  estimated  that  we  should  require  17.000 
men,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  jear 
ending  Slst  March  15»600  recruits  will 
have  been  rtuaed.  I  am  assuming  that  in 
the  two  weeks  still  to  elapse  the  average 
hitherto  prcTailing  will  be  kept  up.  By 
some  oversight  tho  Returns  hitherto  have 
not  been  properlj  tabulated,  but  in  future 
tbej  will  show  the  number  of  men  entitled 
to  take  their  discharge  each  year,  so  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  make  our  ealeulations 
aconratelj.  For  the  purpose  of  estimating 
the  levy  money  it  is  a  matter  of  indiffer- 
ence whether  men  re-enlist  or  whether 
those  taking  their  discharge  have  to  be 
replaced  with  recruits,  for  the  bonn^  paid 
to  men  re^nlistiiu^  amounts  almost  exactly 
to  the  same  as  the  charges  in  the  ease  of 
new  recmits.  We  estimate  that  in  the 
coming  year  14,500  recruits  will  be  re- 
quired— a  number  less  by  1,000  than  that 
raised  without  any  great  exertion  during 
the  current  twelve  months.  I  say  "  with- 
out any  great  exertion,"  because  the  Com- 
mittee must  recollect  that  the  bounty, 
which  now  stands  at  is  as  low  as  it 
has  been  at  any  time,  and  if  at  that  low 
rate  we  have  been  able  to  secure  15,600 
men,  we  may  feel  perfectly  secure  that  we 
shall  obtun  without  difficulty  1,000  less  in 
the  coming  year,  and  that  by  raising  the 
bonntj  very  slightly  we  should,  if  neoes- 
sarjt  attract  a  large  additional  number  of 
recruits.  Before  leaving  tlus  Vote,  I  most 
give  the  Committee  an  explanation  of  one 
Item  of  £5,000  for  allowances  to  quarter- 
masters which  appears  for  the  first  time  in 
the  Votes.  On  the  recommendation  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Uember  for  Chatham  (Sir 
Frederic  Smith),  a  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  complaints  and 
position  of  the  regimental  quartermasters. 
The  constitution  of  tliat  Cemmittee  was,  I 
believe,  satisfactory  both  to  the  army  and 
to  the  quartermasters  and  their  friends.  It 
was  presided  over  by  General  Byre,  than 
whom  hon.  Members  will  admit  a  more 
impartial  Chairman  could  not  be  found. 
The  Committee  went  into  the  subject  venr 
fully  and  caiefhlly,  and  the  general  rasnft 
of  their  Report  was  that,  although  nominally 
the  position  of  the  quartermasters  had  of 
Murgum  af  Murtingtw 


late  yean  been  considerably  improved, 
certain  sources  from  which  they  used  to 
derive  considerable  accessions  to  their  in- 
come had  been  taken  away.  At  the  time, 
for  instance,  when  the  clothing  of  the  army 
was  io  the  bauds  of  tiie  regimental  eotonela 
the  quartermaitere  naed  to  receive  laive 
sums,  both  from  the  colonels  and  the 
tradesmen  who  supplied  the  clothing.  In 
later  times  when  the  necessaries  were  all 
supplied  by  tradesmm  the  quartermasters 
still  received  certain  allowances  for  the 
trouble  entailed  upon  them.  And,  although 
those  sources  of  income  were  not  openly 
recognized,  it  was  well  known  that  they 
existed,  and  upon  their  termination  virtu- 
ally the  position  of  quartermaster  ceased 
to  be  as  lucrative  as  it  was  a  few  years 
ago.  The  Committeoj^  however,  did  not 
think  it  right  to  propose  any  direct  in- 
crease of  paj ;  they  thought  it  better  to 
recommend  a  special  allowance  of  £30 
each  to  every  ragimental  quartermaster; 
and  they  also  recommended  that  certain 
advantages  should  be  given  to  them  upon 
their  appointment,  snch  as  the  paymrat  of 
their  mess  subscription  by  the  _  publie. 
These  recommendations  have  all  bem  con* 
sidered  by  the  militair  authorities  and  by 
the  Treasury,  and,  with  some  slight  altera- 
tions, I  may  say  that  they  have  received 
general  approval.  The  Committee  have, 
however,  thrown  out  a  suggestion  towards 
the  dose  of  their  Report,  that  in  future 
years  the  position  and  office  of  quarter- 
master may  be  placed  on  an  entirely  differ- 
ent footing,  and  be  performed  by  somo 
officer  in  the  line  of  promotion.  This  re- 
commendation, of  course,  was  accompanied 
by  the  proviso  that  some  other  mode  should 
be  found  of  affording  a  prospect  of  pro* 
motion  to  the  class  of  non-eommissioned 
officers  from  among  whom  qnartennasters 
are  at  present  taken.  I  need  not  say  that 
this  recommendation  of  the  Committee  will 
he  kept  in  view.  We  have  already  bad 
under  our  consideration  the  possibility  of 
appointing  non-commissioned  officers  to 
many  of  the  civil  appointments  in  the  array, 
aud  I  am  in  great  hopes  that  many  open- 
ings of  this  kind  will  be  found  for  them. 
Of  this  I  am  quite  certain,  that  the  various 
non-commissioned  officers  are  thoroughly 
adapted  for  sueh  appointments,  and  that 
still  larger  prospects  of  promotion  may 
thus  be  opened  to  them  than  any  which 
they  have  hitherto  been  able  to  look  for- 
ward to  in  the  poution  of  quartermaster. 
I  believe  I  have  now  alated  all  that  is 
necessaiy  with  regard  to  Vote  No.  1, 
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which  goToroK  the  namber  of  men,  their 
paj,  and  allowanees. 

Oa  the  snhject  of  Vote  2,  the  Commis- 
lartat,  I  have  little  to  aay  that  need  detain 
tlie  Committee,  except  to  mention  that  this 
year,  for  the  firtt  time,  the  new  colonial  ar- 
rangements have  eome  iaCo  operation  under 
which  the  whole  of  the  colonial  allowancea 
are  charged  against  the  Amy  Estimates, 
while  on  the  other  aide  we  receive  a  still 
larger  additional  lam  from  the  Treasnry  on 
aeeountof  tiieeolontal  emtributioni.  There 
ia  this  year  a  diminntion  in  the  total  taken 
for  the  Commissariat  Vote,  hot  this  dimi- 
nntion is  entirely  owing  to  the  reduction  of 
the  outlay  on  New  Zealand,  which  last 
year  caused  a  great  increase  of  the  expen- 
diture for  Commissariat  purposes.  It  is 
proposed  not  only  to  bring  home  a  consi- 
derable force  from  New  Zealand,  but  the 
troops  remaining  will  be  concentrated,  and 
withdraw  to  positions  nearer  the  seaboard 
than  they  have  hitherto  occupied.  The 
eost  of  transport,  which  till  now  has  been 
enormons  on  account  of  the  scattered  posi- 
tion of  the  troops,  will  thereby  be  greatly 
diminished.  With  regard  to  the  next 
Vote,  for  the  clothing  of  the  army,  I  have 
to  oall  attention  to  the  change  in  its  formi 
made  in  deferenee  to  the  reeommendations 
of  many  Members  of  this  House.  It  ia 
DOW  elearly  shown  what  are  the  same 
spent  on  the  clothing  manufactured  by 
Government,  and  what  are  the  amounts 
expended  on  the  produce  of  cloth  by  con- 
tract. Let  me  also  mention  the  difficulty 
which  we  found  for  some  years  past  in  the 
supply  of  a  proper  description  of  cloth  for 
the  clothing  of  the  troops.  Great  inoonve- 
Dieneehas  arisen  both  from  the  noo-reoeipt 
of  the  doth  contracted  for  at  the  proper 
time,  and  also,  in  many  cases,  from  an  ad- 
mixture of  shoddy  or  other  deleterious 
material  wbioh  cannot  be  detected  by  in- 
spection, but  which  yet  impairs  the  wear- 
ing qualtties  of  the  cloth.  These  oireum- 
atanees  mdioated  that,  in  s^te  of  all  oar 
oflforta  to  the  contrary,  the  puns  taken  in 
the  inspaetifm  of  the  clotb  and  the  attempts 
made  to  seenre  the  services  of  the  best 
eontraetors,  we  were  falling  into  the  hands 
of  an  inferior  class  of  eontraetors,  and  for 
some  oause  or  other  that  the  best  men  in 
the  trade  did  not  tender  for  our  army  sap- 
plies.  Some  officers  of  the  War  Office, 
responsible  for  the  clothing,  accordingly 
were  formed  into  a  committee,  and  went 
down  into  Yorkahire  for  the  purpose  (rf  dis- 
eoveriug  tiie  causes  of  these  eomphunts. 
and  hu  inkerriewa  wUh  Uie  prineipal  oloth 


manufacturers  both  in  the  West  Kding  and 
in  the  West'of  England,  by  whom  several 
recommendations  were  made.  One  of  the 
principal  reasons  why  the  best  class  of 
contractors  kept  baok,  appears  to  have 
been  that  contracts  were  not  entered  into 
sufficiently  Img  before  the  cloth  was  re- 
quired, so  as  to  allow  adequate  time  for 
the  production  of  the  matenal.  It  is  ne- 
cessary, it  seems,  that  arraogementa  should 
be  made  at  least  eighteen  months  before 
the  cloth  is  required  to  be  sent  into  store. 
Arrangements  will  be  made  to  oan;  out 
this.  There  will  also  be  a  reri^on  ct 
patterns ;  and  in  all  cases  the  mannfite- 
turer  will  he  called  upon,  when  he  senda 
in  his  tender,  to  send  in  a  sample  of  the 
cloth  he  proposes  to  make.  This  will  be 
compared  ^ith  the  pattern,  and  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  oloth  on  delivery  will  be  guided 
by  a  comparison  with  the  sample  which 
has  been  thoroughly  examined  and  ap- 
proved! It  was  recommended  by  a  great 
many  of  the  principal  manufaoturera  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  should,  in  certwn 
cases,  oot  insist  on  the  aoceptance  of  the 
lowest  tender,  but  should  be  allowed  to 
accept  tho  tender  of  a  firm  of  greater  re- 
putation and  better  known  ozeeUoiwe,  otw 
if  somewhat  higlm  in  amount  It  was 
idso  reoommended  that,  in  some  eases 
whon  an  order  had  be«i  ezeented  satis- 
factorily, the  same  manufacturer  should  be 
allowed  to  renew  his  tender  without  its 
being  again  put  up  foroompetitioQ.  It  is 
possible  that  instaiices  may  occur  in  which 
either  of  these  courses  might  be  advan- 
tageously adopted  ;  hut  the  subjeot  of 
allowing  a  departure  from  the  system  of 
accepting  the  loweat  tender  on  all  occa- 
sions, is  one  of  such  difficulty  and  delieaey 
that  it  has  not  been  thought  right  to  la^ 
down  any  general  rule  with  regard  to  it.  If 
a  tender  should  he  received  from  any  firm, 
and  it  should  appear  that  oloth  of  projfier 
quality  can  not  be  supplied  at.  that  pnee, 
that  will  be  a  reason  for  reemsidering  the 
respeetalnlity  of  the  firm  i  and  if  there 
should  be  found  such  an  exceptional  ease 
as  that,  of  course  it  would  be  competent 
for  the  Secretary  of  State  to  accept  a  ten- 
der which  might  not  be  the  lowest. 

I  now  come  to  tho  fourth  Vote,  for  bar- 
racks. There  ia  a  reduotion  to  apparently  a 
very  trifling  amount.  Great  economy  has, 
however,  been  effected  in  this  Vote,  beoause 
this  is  one  of  the  Votes  to  which  I  referred 
at  the  beginning  of  my  statement,  to  which 
certain  charges  have  been  trMiferred  from 
otiier  Votes.  TheqJpiSjH*?^®gl*9 
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tUt  V*t»  for  rente  of  boiUiagi  been 
very  greetlj  inereftsed.    The  wfa<Je  of  the 
item*  of  rent  for  building  now  paid  bj  the 
War  Departnenk  are  eharged  in  this  Tote. 
Sever^  of  tbeei  wwe  forMorly  bene  hy 
Ae  Bngioeere*  aod  other  eilablMimentB. 
The  additional  ebargee  inelnded  in  tbi« 
Yote  thia  yeer  Moeaet  *»  £20»03T ;  m 
tiiat,  though  the  redeetion  is  noninallj 
tnij  abeat  dBl.OOO,  it  is  n^Yj  e  oHieh 
larger  anenk    The  eotaUishnient  of  the 
War  OBee  Ibr  eoadueting  the  barrack 
semee  has  alee  been  eharged  againat  this 
Tote,  and  transferred  from  the  Tote  for 
ftbe  aduinistrattoe  of  die  armr.  A  soheme 
M  in  course  of  preparation  bj  whi^  still 
fnrtber  reduetiens  wiH  be  carried  out  in 
this  Tote,  but  it  was  not  soffieiently  ad- 
Tanoed  to  eanse  the  mew  establishments  to 
be  inserted  in  these  Estimates.  The 
general  feature  of  the  seheme  is  to  redooe 
a  ooDSiderable  neH^r  e(  the  bwraek-maB- 
tets  einplogred,  and  tite  barraek  distriets  in 
Bagland  will  be  assimikted  to  the  general 
offieera*  distriets.    Eaoh  general  offieer 
will  have  a  irst-elass  bamek-BMWter  at  the 
■tatisn  wbone  he  wiH  be  aUe  to  eeasnlt  on 
•H  sakjeets  eoimeeted  witii  bairask  adoii- 
netratna,  while  im  mm  aaaee  barmA- 
■ergeaats  and  risifa  will  praetioaHy  per- 
fbns  all  the  duties  new  peFforaied  by  bw- 
raek-maeters.    The  real  redaetion  in  this 
Tote  haa  certainly  to  a  oonsiderable  extent 
been  caused  by  the  rednctien  in  the  reserve 
formerly  maintataed  of  what  are  called 
barrack  stores.    There  doee  not  appear  to 
be-  auy-  good  reaaon  why  a  very  lai^e  re- 
■erre  of  barraek  stores  sheeM  be  kept  up. 
They  are  not  in  tike  sane  eatsgory  as  warw 
fike  stwes  or  eewn  eqnipDieats.    If  au 
amvf  is  suddenly  eaHed  upon  to  tiUte  the 
fieMf  there  is  no  immediate  necesnty  for  a 
large  supply  of  artielea  of  barraek  forai- 
tnta  If  the  treope  are  SMt  to  anjf  fahigu 
eeantry  or  any  oelony,  sosh  artielea  eaa 
alwaye  bo  easi^  proeered  on  the  spot.  Ai^ 
great  wtpenditare,  therefore,  upon  stwee 
of  that  nature  only  eauses  a  large  anm  of 
money  to  be  looked  up  nnoeeessarily*  and 
also  entails  a  considerable  annual  charge 
for  taking  eare  of  them.  I  should  mention, 
in  oonneetioa  with  this  Tote,  that  the  ex- 
periment of  a  new  system  of  managing 
eaoteens,  which  I  stated  last  year  was  being 
tmd,  baa  been  tiioreughly  carried  oat  ana 
haa  profod  most  sneoessral.   As  i^pwtn- 
nily  offsrs.  the  canteene  at  our  farioua 
banraeks  are  no  longer  let  to  toaantSr  but 
plaeed  under  the  BHmageaMnt  of  a  oem- 
mittea  ti  offiem,  the  aetnal  snperiatend- 


enee  of  the  canteen  bnsineBS-  heesg'  psr>> 
formed  by  a  canteen  sei|;eaot.    The  effect 
of  this  arrangement  has  been  net  only  that 
the  sddiers  are  sup^ied  with  cheaper  and 
better  articles,  bat  ether  advnntagea  are 
conferred  on  them.   In  addltien  to  beer 
and  otiMT  artielea  ef  that  kind  fee  the 
men,  greeeriea,  vegetablea,  and  u^lar 
artidea  required  for  their  mssoss  are  mo- 
fided  by  the  eanteen;  and  in  com  bar> 
raeks.  where  the  plan  has  been  earefallj 
carried  out,  I  ma  told  tint  a  snring  te  tlw 
men  aaennting  to  Id.  per  day  has  be«i 
effeeted,  in  addititm  te  which,  of  esarse, 
they  hare  goode  ef  a  better  t^sJity  sa|iplied 
to  mem.    I  must  say  I  look  upon  tmu  as 
a  very  great  improvemeot  in  the  barraek 
administration  of  the  army.   And  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  remind  the  CooMuittee  tiiat  it 
is  not  only  te  tboee  connected  with  the 
central  ofioe  that  the  eredit  for  tUs  b«ie- 
fieial  ohwige  is  doe,  but  rery  great  praise 
is  doe  to  the  regimental  officm,  ii4io  have 
eerdtally  e<hoperated  in  carrying  it  out.  A 
very  great  aaaoont  of  additional  tronbic,  of 
course,  unaccompanied  by  any  additional 
remnneration,  haa  been  imposed  npon  the 
rq^entid  officers  by  their  nndtttakiog  the 
management  of  these  eanleens.  ■  They  ban 
dene  it,  I  boKere,  in  all  casea  heartily;  and 
in  every  instance  that  haa  bbbso  under  my 
notice  the  new  system  has  been  well  and 
most  effieteatly  worked  out.    The  progress 
also  made  in  regard  to  resroatien  rooms 
has  been  eonstderable.    I  believe  that  in 
almost  all  o«r  garrisons  at  home  aad  in  the 
greater  part  of  those  abroad  reereatien- 
roems  are  now  bnlt  or  famished  by  ad»- 
scription.   Tbey  are  very  mnoh  need 
the  men,  and  appear  to  be  greasy  i^fe- 
oiated,  and  they  have  been  so '  far  a  com- 
plete soeecos.   And  althoegh  I  am  aware 
that  sevend  llembers  of  this  Hoise  are  in 
fevour  of  garrison  institntiMiB  on  a  more 
extended  sealc^  I  must  point  eat  that  re- 
creatioa  reome^  worked  nodsr  tile  e^- 
meotal  system  as  tiiey  have  hitherto  been, 
have  been  a  decided  snocese;  aad  I  shouM 
be  esrry  to  see  iotrodneed  soy  other  sys- 
tem which  m^^  perhaps  dietnrb  their 
progress  aad  usefulness.    The  earn  of 
iBl.OOO  has  also  been  taken  this  year  fer 
the  oommenoement  ot  mt  expetimeat  to 
be  tried  in  enabling  nsen  ekhee  to  Ifam 
tradee  in  the  army  or  te  continue  tin 
praetioe  of  tboee  tnules  with  which  they 
were  acquamted  when  they  enlisted.  This 
experiment  has  been  earriod  out  with  great 
sneeees  in  India ;  and  dthon^  it  is  not 
prabaUe-  dwt  U  c««itb«  i^aaidfi^^ 
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adopMd 'm  tkiv  tonsArf,  on  Meotrat  of 
^eftter  fiamber  <tf  iMun  in  the  da;  for 
iririeh  the  ieldier  is  employed  than  is  the ' 
1mm  in  Indiai  itill  the  rfstem  may  he  m- 
trodneed  t»  Mme  extent  hare.  I  am  ad- 
Tevtiag  to  what  may  appear  to  be  trifling 
mttare,  bat  I  eonfeis  I  Chink  them  of  cton- 
tidenb^'  importance.  By  the  eatftbliah- 
ment  of  improved  oaoleens  giring  the  men 
adnnlagee  equal  to  Id.  more  pay  per  day. 
^ou  are  niretj  holding  oat  a  considerable 
indtteement  for  thett!  to  enlUt;  and  if  yon 
ean  offer  them  the  prospect  of  ttill  further 
iaereaaing  their  emohimente  by  irorkitag  at 
varions  tirades  —  if,  ttoreoTn'r  yotf  mvke 
them  more  comfortable,  aewe  are'aftlempt- 
iog  te  de^  by  anaiu  of  rWreMion-roene  ta 
barrnokr-^aad  I  wieli  bon.  HembefTB  saw 
■raw  Hi  thMe  rooms  —  Ut»  iaooMfiroB  te 
ndiitifeaatiM  still  forllieraiagmnntfld.  As 
I  sahl  befon.  w«  ite  endbaronrtntf  ttf  find 
at  mnny  oMuinga  it  pwriblc  for  the  em- 
ploynicnt  m  non-eommiseittnfld  effiden  r«- 
limg  hvnr  Ae  army,  and  I  hope  we-  may 
b«  all*  to*  proTide  stHI  greal«i'  empkmnent 
for  peMionert  than  we  do  new.  Bvery 
step  taketf  towards  improving  fhtf  condition 
of  th«  soldier  is  not  only  a  step  itt  tbv  rfght 
diretfrion,  bnt  tends  to  pronkote  the  effi- 
etenoy  of  th*  army,  and  at  tbe  8«ne  tinie 
to*  increase  the  popukrity  ef  the  seftftce. 
The  dimmotion  sholhi  this  year  tn  the 
ttmAeiU  Vote  arises  siopW  from  the  reduc- 
tion of  ttie  tone  mgaged  in  atftive  opera- 
ttana  in  Kew  Zealand,  and  Hie  total 
tien  of  thft  openrtiene  carried  oa  hut  ywr 
«»  the  QeU  Gonat,  With  rward  to  the 
militi*,  tbtf  arrannment  ffhiolTl  asM  last 
feme  ira*  eontempTated  has  thiv  yetfr  been 
earriod  into  aseentien,  I(  bas  been  repre- 
•onted  to  the  War  Department  that  the 
anmber  of  di^a— aannly,  twenty-one — 
dfotted  for  the  tranriag  of  the  nriKtia 
regiments  is  insafficient  for  bringiag  thenr 
vp  to  a  state  ef  proper  effieleney.  There 
are  many  regiments  numbering  1,000  to 
1,200  ment  aadin  evderto  givo  tbe  militia 
another  week's  trainiag  witbsul  inciMaing 
the  ezpease  to  the  oeantry,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  render  thesn  regioientsr  more 
manageable  in  point  of  slse,  we  ba«*e  di- 
rected, not  that)  their  preseiit  estttUish' 
meat  shdl  b«  redooed,  but  that  tbey  shall 
not  be  rMToitad'  «p  t&  a>  Uffinr 
than  two-thifdk  of  that  eetaUiment.  A 
ngioMnt,  Ibr  inita&ee,  wMi  an  est«Uisfr- 
uen*  af  1,300  men,  b«  in-  future 
i«or«it«d  Mlly  vp  Id  80(V;  and  WTth-  an 
eatablishuMM  of  l,00d  onlj'  op  to  750, 
irhilf  th!»  nudler  legtuwuie,  vhieh-  are 


morfl  nmni^[eftUe,  we  do  not  pM^wto  IQ 
dnee  at  ^1.  By  this  meatfs,  and 
aavmg  thne  «flbet«d»  we  shall  be  abl«  to 
^e  the  nitttla  liz  dm  mere  iMMdng. 
Wfafltt  we  eome  to  the  Tote  I  iMl  be  gtM 
to  bettthe  opiniMV  of  mifitht  eMenr  in  tke 
House,  but  to«  artangemeHt  will,  I  Ihiok, 
be  generatly  approved  by  mifttia  ofieers. 
With  respect  to  the  Telanteeni  I  may 
observe  that  the  increase  In  the  Vote  for 
that  ftsree  is  owing  to  the  miisfaetory 
cause  diat  there  IS  an  lnoreneitt  tbennnf- 
ber  of  those  who  are  quatMed  by  their 
proficiency  in  oaralry  and  artilleiy  driH, 
for  the  allowaoee  of  10#^ 

1  now  eome  to  an  laspOrtaM  nri>> 
jecl,  which  hw  been  already  dlsewMd 
iir  this  Home;  namely,  that  o^  tat 
maaufaetoring  estaUtshmento ;  hielidlng 
the  vrtifde  qoestietf  of  the  gnMi  attp> 
ptied  to  ttw  navy  aa  weR  av  the  arttm. 
1  quite  admit  that  dw  dlfleiritiea  sarrowiilt 
ing  tbe  mamiAMtave  ef  heavy  gun*  have 
not  yet  been  evereoaw.  I  eertonily  hoped 
when  I  isrtndnced  tbe  BstimiAes  laat  ytat 
that  we  shouh)  by  this  time  be  in  a  mm 
advanced  position  in  ^at  respect ;  bvt  t 
nniat  repeat  agi^  what  has  been  vtnry 
often  stated,  and  what  sMms  to  me  to  u 
a  very  materia)  point— though  we  h*v« 
heard  conVradietionB  with  rega^  to  it  in 
this  Housc'-and  that  is  thai  I  believe'-  ne 
other  naiies  is  mere  advanced  aa  to  thid 
question  of  heavy  ffnns  Uwtt  eenelvea. 
Theonty  nation  which,  ander  the  pressnre 
of  war,  has  been  obKwsd  to  provide  itself 
with  guns  of  large  calwre  ia  AnMrioa^  and 
tbe  Amerieans  hwa  resorted  to  ^  nee  ef 
oaat-ina ;  but  that  material  for  heavy  guar 
bae  been  laa^  aA»andened  by  the  beat  mUi- 
tary  anriiorilieei  and  is,  I  beHeTei  entifely' 
natnistwerthy,  in  the  ease  of  any  gov  iHubI 
wWeh  it  is  intoaded  to  use  a  heavy  charge 
of  powder.  The  system  which  Her  M^- 
jest's  Gbveranenfr  have  adopted  la 
ceil  system  introdaced  by  Sir  William 
Armsrrong,  wbtoh  has  beea  adopted  for 
sit  the  Bomller  guns,  op  to  100*pou»ders, 
and  we  see  so  far  no  reason  to  r^ret  lurv* 
ing  determined  to  proceed  on  that  prineiple'.- 
Sir  William  Armstrong  has  atsb  made  * 
series  of  «cperiwient&  with  gene  otfnsMrteJ 
on  the  ctttl'  prinefple  larger  thaif  HO- 
pwandMW  sv  deubf,  atf  alwajr* 
litfppeH  tfken  an  entirely  new  system'  la 
tried,  there  wfll  be  some-  mistakes^  aa^,  ef 
cenne,  there  mm  alwarfe  dMettliavin  aodb^ 
oases,  bnt  we>  have  reason'  to  Mrtnk  lAartl  a 
13-inch  and  20-ten  |Bn  and' »  Mneli'  and 
12-toD,  and  a  lO-inahand 
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jxpoa  that  winoii^e  ue  perfeetlj  satirfao 
tory,  uid  that  if  the  eireomitaDoea  were 
snoh  u  to  jnstifj  a  Uuve  eipenditurei  thejr 
miefat  be  aafelj  mannnetnrad  in  oon^der- 
ftble  quanUtiei.     So  mooh  difference  of 
iqtimott,  howerer,  exiated  in  ^e  natter 
hetveen  meo  irho  are  thoronghlj  conf er- 
aant  with  the  sabjeot  that  it  waa.  aa  the 
Comtnitlee  are  aware,  thoaght  right,  now 
nearly  two  jeara  ago,  to  afford  Mr.  Whit- 
worth,  who  had  aceompliahed  ao  much,  and 
Sir  William  Annatroog  an  opportunitj  of 
faUj  and  fairlj  teating  before  an  independ- 
ent Committee  Uie  merita  of  their  respective 
■yatema.     The  trial  lasted,  no  doubt,  a 
good  deal  longer  than  waa  expected,  and 
it  haa  tended,  to  a  considerable  extent,  to 
the  delaj  in  the  prodoetion  of  a  heatj 
senriee  gun.    So  maoh  nneertainty  pre- 
tmIi  on  the  aubjeet  both  in  this  eoootrj 
and  inothera  tut  the  Oonmmwt  have 
eome  to  the  eonelnsion  that  they  would 
be  hardij  jostifted  in  asking  the  Home  to 
70te  a  Tery  lu-ge  sum  of  money  for  gnni 
which  may  not  next  year  be  the  beat  in 
wliioh  it  woald  be  oar  power  to  obtain. 
When  the  guns  which  are  now  being  mano- 
laetured  are  constructed  we  shall  in  all 
probability  be  better  able  to  judge  what 
a  heavy  serrice  gun  ought  to  be.  We 
have  not,  I  may  add,  deemed  it  oar  doty 
altogether  to  postpone  operaticms  until  the 
Committee  appointed  by  Sir  George  Lewis 
shall  have  made  their  Report,  though  his 
mtentioB  was  doubtless  to  anapewl  tlie 
manafiaetDre  of  guns  ef  both  laige  and 
small  ealibre  till  that  erent.   The  navy, 
for  instanee,  required  a  eertain  number  of 
64-pouttden,  formeriy  ealled  70-poaDdera, 
for  use  on  board  snip,  and— one  of  the 
subjects  which  were  under  the  considera 
tion  of  the  Committee  being  the  system  of 
rifling  recommended  by  Sir  William  Arm- 
strong as  distinguished  from  that  of  Ur. 
Whitwwth — and  the  Admiralty  beiog  un- 
able to  wait  until  the  Committee  reported 
— we  resolved  to  rifle  those  64-poander8 
which  were  absolately  required  on  the 
shunt  or  Armstrong  principle,  which  ia  that 
with  which  we  are  best  acquainted,  and 
which  we  knew  to  be  safe  and  serriceable. 
The  Admiralty,  as  has  becD  slated  by  my 
noble  Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
(Lord  Clarenoe  Paget),  also  informed  us 
what  were  th«r  immediate  lequurementa 
fot  heavy  12-t(ni  and  6-ton  guns,  and  we 
made  and  are  making  a  suflSeient  number 
to  meet  their  wants.    It  is  quite  possible 
that  the  experience  of  another  year  may 
modify  our  present  ideas  both  aa  to  the 
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oonatmetion  of  heaTy  guns  and  as  to  rifling; 
Btill,  having  been  informed  by  the  Admi- 
ralty that  the  nary  atood  in  need     a  cer- 
tain number  of  guns,  we  did  not  hesitate 
to  put  those  gwia  in  hand  pending  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee.    It  is,  I  may  add, 
quite  true  that  we  have  not  nor  are  we 
preparing  any  reserved  atore  of  heavy 
guns.    We  have  not  made  guns  for  shipa 
which  are  not  likely  to  be  armed  this  year 
— wisliing  to  apend  as  small  a  sum  as 
possible  until  a  final  decision  ia  arrived  at 
on  the  general  question  of  what  is  to  be 
the  future  armament  of  our  navy.  While 
upon  this  point  I  may  say  I  quite  admit 
that,  as  waa  atated  by  the  hoo.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  oppoeite  (General  Peel)  last 
year,  tbia  redoetion  of  our  Eatimate  ia  not 
likely  to  be  muntuned  for  any  long  period 
of  time,  because  aa  aooo  as  this  important 
question  is  fully  and  finally  decided  it  will, 
no  doubt,  be  neoesaaiy  for  the  eountry  to 
spend  a  large  anm  for  the  oonatruetion  of 
heavy  guns,  both  for  the  army  and  navy 
and  the  armament  of  our  fortifieationa. 
A  very  exaggerated  impression,  I  may  here 
observe,  seems  to  prevail  as  to  the  neces- 
sary number  of  auch  guns,  and  their  pro- 
bable cost.    I  have  heard  it  sud  that  the 
armament  for  the  new  forts  alone,  together 
with  the  ammunition  required,  wilt  involve 
an  outiay  of  £17.000,000.    The  hon. 
Gentleman  (Sir  Morton  Feto)  who  made 
the  Estimate  is  not,  I  believe,  now  in  the 
House  ;  hot  I  shall  be  quite  rndy  to  meet 
him  here  on  any  future  occasion,  and  to 
show  him  ^at  the  cost  is  not  likely  to  exceed 
£3,000.000.   Still  £Zjm,m  for  our 
forts,  in  addition  to  the  eoat  of  the  heavy 
guns  for  our  navv,  ia  no  doubt  a  very  large 
sum,  and  I  think  the  Committee  will  be  of 
opinion  that  we  are  right  in  not  going  this 
year  beyond  our  aotoal  requirements.  While 
upon  tbisanbjectloannot  refrain  from  saying 
a  few  words  with  regard  to  a  body  of  men 
upon  whom,  in  connection  with  these  mat- 
ters, a  very  unjust  amount  of  censure,  it 
seema  to  me,  haa  been  coat.  I  allude  to  the 
Ordnance  Select  Committee,  which  haa  been 
blamed  for  almost  everything  it  haa  done 
or  left  undone.    It  waa  ataM  the  other 
day  that  the  Committee  are  considered  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  responsible  for  the 
adoption  of  any  particular  gun  ;  that  some 
of  ita  members  were  inventors  themselves, 
and  that  the  plans  of  rival  inventora  had 
Uierefore  no  chance  of  beiog  impartially 
dealt  with.   More  unfounded  charges  could 
not  be  brought  against  a  body  of  men. 
The  Seleot  Cea.iiut^,^«r. 
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neither  the  noUe  Lord  the  present  Seore- 
tarj  of  Stkte  nor  the  hon.  and  gftllant  Gen- 
tleman opposite  (General  Peel)  would  hesi- 
tate for  a  inomeat  to  odoiU  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  alone  was  responiible  for  the 
adoption  of  aoy  arm.  The  Select  Com- 
mittee was  appoioted  to  advise  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  and  lupplj  him — with  the 
Commaoder-in-Chief  —  with  the  practical 
and  profeuioDal  knowledge  which  it  was 
impoisible  the  Secretary  of  State  should 
poeieis.  The  Select  Committee  are  not 
inreDtors,  nor  are  they  allowed  to  iotrodooe 
any  inTcntion  of  their  own.  It  is  quite 
posuble  they  may  know  and  snggest  im> 

Krovementt,  bnk  they  certainly  ^  not  ^- 
twed  to  be  inrentors.  A  member  of  the 
Committee  beeomiog  an  inventor  would 
not  be  allowed  to  bring  any  important  in- 
Teotion  of  his  own  before  the  Committee  or 
to  remain  on  it  if  such  inveolion  had  to  be 
reported  on.  The  Select  Committee  have 
been  blamed  for  the  hasty  introduction  of 
the  ArmstroDg  gun  — the  110-pounder; 
for  the  delay  in  large  guns  ;  for  the  10} 
and  12  ton  guni,  and  for  the  introduction 
into  the  navy  of  the  8-ioch  imooth-bore 

?;un.  If  my  noble  Friend  the  Secretary 
or  the  Admiralty  (Lord  Clarence  Paget) 
was  present,  he  wonld  be  the  first  to  ad- 
mit, and  it  was  only  due  to  the  Select 
Committee  to  itate,  that  the  last-named 
gun  never  waa  reeommended  at  all  by 
them.  That  gun  was  the  invention  the 
Admiralty,  ana  if  it  were  not  inoeesifnl 
the  Admiralty  were  alone  responsible.  As 
to  the  introduction  of  the  llO-ponnder, 
the  Committee  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
It  had  been  adopted  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  on  the  recommendation  of  Sir  William 
Armstrong.  The  Committee  never  recom- 
mended it  at  all.  The  blame  of  the  non- 
introduction  of  a  heavy  gun  for  the  navy 
conld  not  be  laid  at  the  door  of  the  Com- 
mittee. They  are  not  a  Committee  of  in- 
ventors, and  they  cannot  deal  with  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  inventors.  No 
doubt  if  it  had  been  open  to  ^e  Committee 
to  set  aside  the  rights  of  iuTentors  they 
wonld  by  this  time  nave  oome  to  a  decision 
as  to  what  wonM  be  the  best  heavy  gun. 
But  we  eaa  only  take  inventions  with  the 
consent  of  inventors,  and,  although  a  deci- 
sion lately  come  to  by  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  may  seem  to  point  in  another  direc- 
tion, 1  am  quite  sure  we  in  this  country 
shall  neither  be  prepared  to  take  possession 
of  any  roan's  invention  agMnst  bis  will 
or  without  making  an  hononrable  bargain 
with  him.   There  are  iMne  sntjjeots  eon- 


nected  with  the  armament  on  which  I 
wonld  wish  to  say  a  few  words.  The 
House  is  aware  that  in  the  coarse  of  last 
year  a  Committee  was  appointed,  not  of 
scientific  men,  not  of  inventors,  but  of 
practical  officers  who  had  seen  service  of 
different  kinds.  That  Committee  was  ap- 
poiuted  on  small  arms,  to  report  whether 
they  should  be  breech- loaders  or  mozsle- 
loaders.  After  hearing  some  evidence, 
and  comparing  their  own  impressions,  they 
reported,  I  believe,  unanimously  in  favour 
of  breeeh-loaders,  if  a  breech-loader  could 
be  found.  We  had  a  very  large  stock  of 
muiale-loading  Bnfield  rifles  for  the  troops. 
Volunteers,  and  militia — about  800,000 
stand  of  arms,  and  the  repUeement  of  tiiese 
was  a  very  serious  matter.  The  first  thing 
to  be  asoertiuned.  therefore,  was  whether 
any  system  could  be  discovered  by  which 
the  Enfield  rifie  might  be  temporarily  con- 
verted into  a  breech-loader  which  might 
remove  any  necessity  for  taking  a  very 
rapid  further  action  on  the  subject,  and 
enable  us  to  prooeed  carefully  and  delibe- 
rately in  this  matter.  An  invitation  waa 
issued  to  inventors  for  plans  for  converting 
the  Enfield  rifle  into  a  breech-loader,  the 
only  conditions  laid  down  being  that  the 
shooting  of  the  arm  should  not  be  mate- 
rially impured,  and  that  the  cost  of  con- 
version  should  not  ezeeed  £1  per  arm. 
Forty  competitora  answwed  the  invitntion,^ 
They  were  eumined  by  the  Committee, 
and  seven  or  eight  were  selected  for  trial. 
No  unnecessary  delay  took  place  in  carry- 
ing on  the  trials,  but  the  Reports  were  re- 
ceived only  yesterday  by  Lord  de  Grey. 
Although  I  cannot  so  soon  after  speak 
eonfidentiy  as  to  what  may  be  the  result, 
I  shall  probably  be  able  when  we  oome  to 
that  Vote  to  tell  the  Committee  the  result. 
I  hope  it  may  be  found  possible  to  adopt 
the  system  of  conversion,  and  that  the 
Enfield  rifle  may  be  converted  into  a  per- 
fectly serviceable  breech  loader.  At  the 
same  time,  the  Committee  have  laid  down 
what  they  consider  to  be  absolutdy  requi- 
site in  the  new  arm  to  make  it  a  perfect 
military  weapon  and  suited  for  the  British 
army  in  every  climate.  We  shall  at  onee 
prooeed  to  owl  for  tendera  from  the  manu- 
facturers for  the  production  of  an  arm 
fully  answering  the  pattern.  Of  course, 
I  do  not  pretend  that  the  Enfield,  when 
converted,  will  be  anything  like  such  a 
weapon.  It  has  already  been  proved  that 
the  Enfield  large  bore  was  by  no  means 
the  best  The  new  arm  will  be  a  small 
bon,  it  wiU  ben  bif^|.^i^t!R^^ 
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Cartridge  wai  mrrjitm 
does  not  estit  at  the  praseot  m<nmt 
ft  brasoh-lMtder  oombinin^  dl  then  qnaK- 
fioMifnS'  Mo  doabt  we  ihftU  obtain 
mch  a  ireaiyMi.  If  we  can  at  reaaoe- 
abta  eoat  eonvwi  60.000  or  monr  Ba- 
fleM  riies  into  breeeh-loaden,  and .  make 
then  ftt  for  the  troopa  at  honw  en  any 
emergwioy,  wo  shall  have  done  all  that  i« 
neeeaaary  to  pnt  oorselTes  in  a  petition  of 
safety  as  regmrds  this  p<nnt,  ontil  we  shall 
be  able  mere  oarefaUy  to  eonsider  what  a 
rifle  breeofe-keder  ihonld  be.  With  re- 
•peet  to  tiie  stores^  as  I  have  alresidy  o1>* 
semd,  we  havo  dedueled  from  the  vote 
the  aom  of  £3^,000  fer  fepayments  from 
theeoloniea,frefli  theVohniteen,aadoth«r 
sourees.  The  Store  Tele  is  franed  to  a 
great  extent  from  the  dmaods  reoeived 
from  the  different  store  stationB,  whieh  are 
fimded  on  die  system  of  r^aeing  in  store 
eraiything  that  has  been  taken  oei  within 
tiie  past  year.  But  it  hew  not  been  fonnd 
necessary  to  provide  for  the  whole  amount 
to  be  replaced.  The  total  sum  taken  on- 
der  this  head  has  nerer  been  expended. 
The  presrat  Bstiasete  is  based  en  what  had 
been  reemred  in  former  yean;  but  a  muoh 
larger  sum  for  replseemenis  will  probaMy 
be  reeeived  this  year.  The  Vote  for  works 
has  already  been  diseossed.  I  will  not 
reopen  the  dismaion  whieh  took  place 
the  ether  efenin^  with  refereaee  to  the 
proposed  works  m  Oaoadtk  No  doubt, 
when  we  eome  to  that  Yoto,  the  snbjeet 
will  be  rerired.  The  only  other  important 
new  work  is  for  Windsor  barracks,  whieh 
were  in  a  very  bad  state.  We  hare  taken 
a  large  sum  for  additional  improTemente 
there,  the  foundation  of  the  barraoks  being 
fonnd  extremely  deficient.  There  is  sr 
rednetion  in  the  Votes  for  the  Boyal  Mili- 
larj  Academy  at  Woolwich  and  the  Royal 
Hiliteiy  C<dlege  at  Sandhurst.  That  does 
not  arise  from  any  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  OoTomment  to  diminish  the  educatioa 
provided  for  offieen,  bnt  from  the  eiroum- 
■tanea  that  we  here  found  that  the  wants 
of  the  senriee  as  to  young  effioers  hare 
bemi  over-estimtted.  The  number  of  ea- 
dets  hae  now  reached  that  whieh  waa  an- 
ticipated, and  the  staff  of  teuehers  and 
prMHaors  has  exeeeded  what  waa  really 
required.  The  redootioa  of  teachers  and 
proftason  u  very  small.  There  will  re- 
main' aa  many  as  the  aetoal  nmnber  of 
eadets  whom  we  may  expect  to  here  to 
educate  will  reqwire ;  aad  tbsee  win  be  no 
redaetion  of  the  amount  of  instmetion 
giMQ  at  oHlnr  of  tfana  inalitaaimifc  M* 


noDey  i»  tiAe*  tfaSs  year  far  *«  Anm- 
strong  and  Whitwortb  Qm  Gommitte^ 
beeansOk  tfaot^h  they  have  not  yet  report- 
ed, tfadr  experiments  are  oonoloded,  er 
will  be  so  withok  the  remaining  week  or 
two  of  the  present  financial  year.  The 
Qvn  Cotton  Cemnittee  ia  still  eoadoctiag 
some  very  imterestiag  and  impeTtflet  ex- 
pai'Mseats,  and  a  sum  of  nmney  ia  aeked 
for  it.  The  last  Vote  io  the  Betimatea  for 
Ae  effeetiva  serviee  i»  that  for  tba  ad- 
ministratioB  of  the  amy.  The  Committee 
will  aee  that  aHhoag^  the  re-orgaaiiatieii 
of  the  War  OIBea  baa  not  bean  eamnleted, 
there  is  a  ooanderable  redaetion  in  tlua 
Votes,  A  Conemittee  waa  appelated  bet 
snmaMV  aad  sat  at  intemb  daring  tiia 
wtole  of  the  winter,  whieh  want  nnr  Ady 
into  all  the  qneetioas  eonaeeted  with  tkot 
snbjeet,  and  hae  proposed  some  eoaaider- 
able  efaangea  in  the  departaaeat.  The 
barrack  braneh,  the  engineera'  biaaeh, 
and  A»  clothing  braneb,  hsve  been  made 
separate  establishmentB,  aad  tlw  cleilM 
employed  thermn  will  no  longw  form  part 
of  the  War  Office.  Other  arraogemeato, 
with  wlaeb  it  ia  not  necoseary  that  I 
afaeald  tronUe  tbe  CooHAittee,  haTO  baaa 
made,  and  the  result  vriU,  I  hope,  be  soma 
reduetioo  of  the  namber  of  persons  em- 
ployed m  the  War  OiBee.  A  stiH  Uigar 
rediietiea  of  e^enditure  ia  anticipated 
fram  another  sliaagij.  There  is  a  good 
deal  of  woric  whidi  eaa  be  well  performed 
by  derks  less  highly  pmd  than  at  present ; 
aad  the  priseip^  has  been  adopted  ^ 
soaiawhat  sobdiridiag  the  duties,  and 
giving  to  each  branch  a  separate  and  die- 
tinct  eetabUshment.  The  hon,  Saroaet 
the  Member  for  Bveaham  (Sir  Hary 
Willoughby)  asked  for  some  further  in- 
foraaatioo  as  to  the  re-organisatien  of  the 
War  Office.  I  did  not  qnite  nnderstand 
the  drift  of  his  qoestion  ;  but  when  we 
eome  to-  t^e  Vote  I  shall  be  happy  to  give 
him  any  informatiea  whieh  he  may  desire. 

I  haee  new  gone  tiinmgh  all  the  Votae 
ufO»  irtneh  it  ia  neeewaiy  for  ma  to  sajy 
anything.  I  am  afhud  timt  1  Kara  de- 
tained tin  Ceomitlee  tea  long;  halt  al- 
though there  ia  noting  very  new  ia  these 
Betimaitest  tlwra  hove  been  amuy  ebaagee. 
Seaia  exidanatioa  was  reqmred  open  a 
great  namber  of  Votes,  and  tlierefore  I 
hope  that  the  Committee  will  pardon  me 
for  tronblinw  them  at  so  great  a  length. 
We  do  net  maim  (or  these  Estimatee  any 
exceptional  charaoter.  They  are  not  baaed 
upon  any  immediate  antieipatten  of  a  state 
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Ibe  wtmy  are  tba  raavh  of  a  «Imi^  of  or- 
gnizatioa  which  we  believe  will  be  a  pmi' 
tire  inproTement.  We  think  that  it  ta  a 
safe  reduetton,  rendered  pouible  b?  the 
withdrawal  of  oar  troepa  from  oertain  >(»- 
tiooa.  and  we  beKere  that  it  will  net  di- 
minish  oar  efflMitive  force.  The  rednotions 
in  the  staff  of  the  army  and  in  the  estab* 
lisbnent  of  the  War  Offiee  will,  I  hope,  at 
leait  pro  re  to  the  Committee  that  neitiier 
tte  Commander-in-Chief  nor  the  Seeretary 
of  State  for  War  have  my  with  to  iiNnaae 
tb^  private  patronage  at  the  pvbKe-  ex- 
penae.  WHAi  regard  to  amu  great  qnee- 
ara  aCin  pendmg,  and  we  eannet 
etaiB  to  have  eomlebriy  nlred  aoT  of 
Aeai.  AH  Cho  credit  whfeh  w»  ee»  enim 
ii  ^t  we  hare  worhod  patiently  and 
eamettly  in  order  to  wire  them,  and  that 
we  have  gone  aa  fhr  as  wo  ooniider  either 
i^e  or  praeticnble  in  the  direction  of  re- 
arming oar  foreea.  We  bare  adhered  to 
the  coarse  which  bad  been  adapted  in  for- 
mer years  with  the  object  of  improving 
the  eonditiw  of  onr  soldiera  in  their  bar- 
raehs,  and  previdiog  lor  them  oaHnement 
and  ocenpatioB  during  their  boors  of  letsare. 
A  great  deal  remain*  to  be  dene  in  this 
direotioBf  «id  I  hope  tSnt  it  will  be  aecom<- 
pliched,  heoanae  I  bdiere  that  on  this  to 
a  great  ^grea  doftcnda  ite  fvture  of  onr 
army.  When  the  improvemenls  are  com- 
nlefed,  and  when  Ae  eoarae  which  has 
teen  adopted  heeomes  more  widely  known, 
]  b^ve  that  we  shall  find  no  difflealty  in 
keeping  ap  the  namher  ani  maintaining 
the  eflleieney  of  onr  fcweps.  In  oonelnsion. 
X  hope  I  may  say  that  both  as  to  hmlth 
and  as  to  disoipKne  the  army  is  m  a  «tate 
which  leaves  nothng  to  he  desired.  We 
have  lately  bad  no  great  military  operations 
to  test  the  qualitiee  of  mther  of  onr  officers 
or  our  men.  In  New  Zeahmd,  however, 
in  a  very  tryioj^kind  of  warfare,  oer  troops 
have  in^ved.  and  ahnoat  all  our  opera- 
tioaa  Mve  been  svoeeasfal.  Although 
there  occurred  one  unfbrtnnate  reverse 
which  eauaed  the  loaa  vX  a  eairideraUe 
BKmbw  of  man,  th«  eivmistaiicea  of  that 
VRJ  repnhft  shewed  that  gaRantry  of 
owr  mcera  was  a*  ceaspiovons  as  ever, 
and  that  led  by  these  officert  onr  men  were 
as  detemincdT  as  ever  to  retrieve  disaster. 
The  noble  Xjord  eoaehidod  by  moving^ 

'*That  the  mnnber  of  Land  ForeM,Qotexoeed- 
isr  l«t4TT  men  (iaolnding  ^.lO*.  lU  mnks.  to  bs 
•nplsywl  with  tbo  D«p«U  in  tbe  Umlwl  Kiaff» 
dom  of  GrMt  Bcitam  snd  Iralsnd  of  fUfinw&U 
•erf inc  in  Her  M^jflstj'a  Indian  PoueMioDO  be 
naialainsd  ftr  the  Serriee  of  the  ITnited  Einf* 
dmrerttMt  MWa  nd  If«kad>  Aenr  Ac  1st 


^  «r  ifril.  1864  to  th»  Msk  isf  of  Usnh. 

ISM^iaaindva." 

OsmtAL  PBEL:  Aa  it  is  mam  than 
probable  thatniileaa  aana  vitCiaeaaaB  event 
oeeurs.  these  are  the  lart  Army  Batimates 
that  this  Hooae  of  Comm«M  will  ha  called 
upon  to  pass,  I  propose  to  compare  than, 
as  was  suggested  by  the  neUe  Lwd.  with 
the  military  expenditure  at  Uie  tine  when 
thw  preaent  ParUameot  waa  eleoted,  and 
also  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Hovse  to 
Uie  soms  of  money  which  have  been  voted 
hj  tins  Parliament  for  the  naval  and  mili- 
tary services,  in  order  that  whM  we  go 
baek  ta  oar  constHneMft  we  may  be  ame 
to  prove  that  if  there  are  any  denciessies 
in  the  preparations  for  the  d«ettoe  of  this 
eountiT.  it  ie  not  owiag  to  any  parsimeny 
or  want  of  libamlity  on  the  part  of  the 
Hooae  Commona.  I  believe  that  both 
hon.  Hembers  and  their  comtitueBta  will 
be  very  much  astonished  when  they  bear 
the  amount  of  mooey  whish  haa  been  spent 
during  the  esaatence  of  this  Parliament.  I 
am  very  anxbua  that  the  tmth  should  be 
known  upon  tlus  snhjeet,  heeanse  I  have 
seen  staieneota  which  have  been  made  by 
hen.  Qentlemen  daring  the  recess  which 
show  that  when  they  are  addresamg  their 
eonstitaents  wrtbont  fear  of  correction  or 
emtradiotion.  they  take  tlie  most  extraor- 
dinary Uberties  with  &cts  and  fignres.  and 
instead  of  oalightem^  their  constitoeota 
only  mislead  them.  One  statement  to 
wbidi  I  tm  about  to  refisr,  was  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  fbr  Uskeard  (Mr.  BemA 
Osborne),  whom  I  am  very  aon^  not  ta 
see  in  his  place.  Anything  falling  from 
him  must  have  a  great  offset,  and  not  only 
with  the  assembly  he  addresses,  for  his 
speeches  sre  read  aH  over  the  world.  The 
bon.  Gentleman  in  addressing  hie  oonsti- 
tuenU  on  the  21st  of  October.  1864.  said  — 

"  Up  to  the  jewr  1850,  the  expenditniw  of  tbis 
comibT  wfts  uu»«ftiing  st  s  moutratu rate." 

Tbis  annonneement  was  very  much  cheered 
by  his  eonstitaents,  and  tlierefore  I  take 
it  for  granted  that  they  believed  and  agreed 
with  him.    Then  he  went  on  to  aay — 

*»  But  dnee  Mr.  GUdttone  hss  been  the  Chan- 
cellor ^  the  Esebeqnsr.  riooa  the  7«r  1859,  be 
bu  eat  down  tbe  tsntioa  ftom  £79,000,000  in 
tbst  jssr  to  £67,000,000  ia  1864." 

I  think  that  anyone  would  be  hd  to  belien 
from  that  that  the  Qovemment  whiofa  pre- 
ceded ^  present  one  had  been  gnUtj  of 
great  and  lavish  ezpenditnre,  and  that  it  waa 
only  when  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  get 
thv  preaent  very  eeononieal  Admmistra- 
tinr  tfaM  tbe  tspeiri^J^ 


1788         S^y-Army  (COHKONSj  BtHmaUt.  1784 


taxes  were  diminished.  I  meet  the  asser- 
tion with  an  anthority  that  cannot  be  dis* 
pnted.  that  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Ohaneellor  of  the  Exchequer  himself. 
In  makmg  his  financial  itatooAent  last  year, 
after  mentioning  what  was  the  estimated 
expenditure*  he  said — 

"  Bat  it  is  bigfaer  than  the  Mtunatad  expradi- 
tnre  of  1858-9,  wbkh  ii  t&  lait  year  before  we 
eome  to  the  year  of  a  Tery  Uj^  expenditare, 
£8,326,000,  or  if  we  oorreet  tbe  oompuison  by 
debitiDgoaraelveBwithtfaeamonntoftbe  Long  An- 
nnitiflB,  wbieb  we  hare  aared,  and  also  the  expeodi- 
tnre  for  fortiBeations,  bat  dedoeting  £1,135,000 
wbiob  DOW  appears  on  botb  rides  of  tbe  aeooimt, 
bat  did  not  so  i^pear  in  1808-9,  tbero  is  an  ag- 
gregate inorease  of  £4,047,000."— [8  Bantard, 
olxxiT.  063.] 

The  question  is.  was  the  expenditure  of 
the  coQotrjr  increasing  enormously  up  to 
1859  ?  I  am  now  going  to  compare  it,  as 
the  noble  Lord  did,  with  the  EsUmatas  of 
1859-60.  During  the  Crimean  war  of 
eourae  the  expenditure  was  enormous,  and 
at  one  time  it  amounted  to  £44.000,000 ; 
but  in  1857  the  audited  aoooaats  of  the  armj 
and  navj  showed  that  the  expenditure  upon 
those  sertioes  amounted  to  j^.749.208. 
In  1858  is  was  £23.297,258.  That  is  to 
say.  thai  instead  of  increanng  enormonslj 
it  dimintshed  by  more  than  £450,000.  In 
the  Army  Estimates  of  1859-60,  to  which 
the  noble  Lord  referred,  and  which  were 
presented  by  Lord  Derby's  GoTemment,  the 
number  of  men  Toted  was.  I  think,  speak- 
ing from  reeoUeotioo,  122,000,  and  the  total 
amount  £11.500,000.  The  noble  Lord 
says  that  £700.000  was  paid  by  the  Indian 
GoTemment,  and  therefore  the  whole  cost 
of  the  army  would  be  £12.200,000.  Now. 
we  come  to  the  expenditure  of  the  present 
eeoDomleal  Ooremment.  In  tbe  year 
1859  the  expenditure  upon  the  army  and 
navy  was  £26.308.503 ;  in  1860  it  was 
£28.148,775  ;  in  1861.  £28,523,748  ;  in 
1862,£27.854.655 ;  in  1863,£25,796,269; 
and  in  1864,  £24.176,074 ;  making  a  total 
expenditure  authorised  by  this  Parliament 
of  £160.808,023.  exclusive  of  the  Esti- 
mates for  the  present  year,  the  Votes  of 
credit  for  the  war  in  China,  and  of  tbe 
money  raised  by  loan  for  fortifications.  I 
have  no  doubt  it  will  be  said  this  increased 
expenditure  is  the  result  of  the  reconstmo- 
tion  of  our  fteet,  of  the  supply  ef  enr  army 
and  navy  with  new  guns,  and  of  other  im- 
provements which  modem  science  and 
modem  warfare  require.  I  am  sure  no 
one  would  wish  to  see  this  nation  behind 
the  rest  of  tbe  wwld  in  sneh  matters ;  hat 
the  question  is,  has  ttua  been  done — hM 


this  enormous  expenditure  led  to  a  satis- 
factory result,  if  this  expenditure  has 
placed  our  navy — I  will  not  say  in  advance 
of,  hut  on  an  equality  with,  that  of  other 
naUons — if  it  has  supplied  us  wiUi  a  nary 
which  will  give  to  England  that  anpremaoy 
on  the  seaa  so  necessary  in  her  position — 
if  it  has  supplied  as  with  dockyards  adapted 
to  the  requirements  of  that  navy — and  if 
that  nary  has  been  famished  with  |fans  of 
the  right  deseriptinn — then  I  say  it  is  an 
economical  expenditnre,  and  no  complaint 
should  be  made  of  its  amount.  But  I  am 
afraid,  if  our  coustitueota  read  what  lias 
taken  place  in  this  House  during  tbe  last 
few  days,  they  will  be  far  from  satisfied 
that  this  desirable  result  has  been  attained, 
and  will  think  our  recent  Bhips  no  great 
improvement  on  the  old  models.  They 
wiU  read  that  we  hare  been  building  vessels 
not  Bufliciently  protected  to  allow  them  to 
go  into  action,  and  not  sufficiently  fast  to 
permit  them  to  come  out  of  it — that  is  to 
say,  that  they  are  neither  fitted  to  fight 
nor  to  run  away,  and  that  their  guns  are 
not  nearly  adequate  for  the  service  they 
will  he  required  to  perform.  They  wiU 
read  that  not  only  are  these  guns  not  the 
best  that  can  he  obtained,  but  that  we 
cannot  make  up  our  miods  to  which  gun  is 
the  best,  and  that  we  are  afraid  to  oonrinoe 
ourselves  upon  this  point,  lest  we  should 
find  that  the  whole  of  this  vast  expenditure 
has  been  thrown  away.  But  those  are  not 
the  only  grounds  of  complaint.  I  never 
felt  more  alarmed  than  when  I  heard  the 
statement  of  the  noble  Lord  with  regard 
to  the  recruiting.  The  fears  I  have  ex. 
pressed  in  this  House  from  time  to  time 
since  tbe  passing  of  the  Limited  Enlist- 
ment Act  have  been  more  than  realised. 
The  noble  Lord  told  na  last  year  that  he 
intended  to  reduce  the  army  by  1,464  men* 
not  by  an  actual  redoetton  <H  the  then  oust- 
ing force,  but  by  oheeking  reeraiting.  This 
appears  to  have  been  done  most  effectaally. 
During  last  year  only  4,000  took  their  dis< 
charge  and  13,000  men  bad  been  obtained 
during  the  year,  against  17,000  required. 
BO  that  on  the  1st  of  last  month  4.000  men 
were  sttU  required  to  make  up  the  number 
voted  by  Parliament.  It  is  no  satisfaction 
to  me  to  hear  that  the  noble  Lord  does  not 
want  those  men,  because  he  is  going  to  re- 
dace  the  army  by  that  number.  The  faet 
remains  that  he  exerted  himBelf  to  the  ut- 
most to  obtain  them,  and  that  in  time  of 
peace,  with  redootiona  taking  plae^  ud 
having  reduced  the  standard  an  inch,  he 
fitiled  in  doing  so.   Why^  neit  Teu  then 
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may  be  a  further  reduction  hj  jaik  the  nnni- 
ber  of  men  who  are  wanting  to  complete 
the  eatabluhment.  not  becanse  th^ean  be 
diapenied  with*  bat  because  tbej  cannot  be 
obtained.  When  I  look  at  the  great  exer- 
tiou  that  are  made  to  reeruit  the  armj  ud 
at  the  number  of  men  wanting,  I  r^r  to 
die  statement  I  made  as  Seoretuj  for  War 
with  the  Returns  before  me  on  the  13tb 
March,  1858 — namely — 

"  Thftt  Amiag  tbe  time  of  the  CrimeaB  war  I 
beU«T«d  the  graatMt  nnmber  of  enliitiaents  in 
OM  Bumth  was  8,000,  but  in  tiw  lut  mouth  Um 
oalUtmeDts  bad  amoonted  to  T,SOO.  Fortbo  Uft 
hatf-jeu  men  had  been  enlieted,  ineladiDg  re- 
omits  fbr  the  East  Indi*  Company,  at  the  rate  of 
6,000  men  a  month,  makios  30,000  •nlistmeats 
dariDg  the  last  nx  mODtbi."— [8  Bmtardt  oxllz. 
J8«0 

On  the  12th  May,  1858,  I  further  said 
48,000  men  had  been  enlisted  in  eight 
months.  Two-thirds  of  these  men  are  now 
in  .the  servioe,  but  they  will  be  all  at  the 
same  time  entitled  to  their  discharge. 
How  are  they  to  be  replaced  ?  Tbe  noble 
Lord  refosed  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Officer  opposite  for  a  eommission 
to  inquire  mto  the  system  of  reoruiting. 
but  in  my  opinion  there  is  one  step  whieh 
ought  to  be  taken  immediately,  and  that  is 
prolonging  the  first  term  of  enlistment  in 
the  Guards  and  Line  to  tweWe years  instead 
of  ten,  thus  placing  them  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  and  by 
holding  out  to  all  serTioes  the  inducement 
of  additional  pay  commencing  at  an  earlier 
period  than  their  pensions  to  encourage 
their  remMoing  in  the  service,  as  we  all 
know  they  are  worth  far  more  than  an  equal 
number  of  recruits.  I  am  afrud  when 
oar  eonstitoents  hear  that  we  have  failed 
in  our  ships  and  our  guns,  and  that  we 
have  a  great  difficulty  in  procurhig  men 
for  the  army  they  will  begin  to  think  that 
we  have  been  spending  "  not  wisely,  but 
too  well.**  With  ragard  to  the  Bstimates 
for  the  present  year,  I  think  we  hare  all 
been  much  gratified  by  the  very  clear 
statement  the  noble  Lord  has  mode  this 
evening,  and  I  am  sure  the  House  will 
agree  with  me  in  regarding  the  form  in 
which  they  are  presented  as  a  great  im- 
provement upon  the  method  formerly 
adopted.  With  the  explanations  given  as  to 
the  causes  of  the  increase  or  decrease  of 
the  various  Votes  we  have  a  fall  idea  of 
the  expenditure.  The  whole  of  the  Esti- 
mates are  laid  in  detail  before  us,  and 
there  is  only  one  omisnon  of  whieh  I 
have  to  complain — namely,  that  there  is 
no  r^lsriy  balanced  aceonnk  relating  to 


the  manuftwtaring  Department.  There  is 
no  reason  why  such  an  aoeoant  should  not 
be  laid  before  us  to  show  the  exact  pro- 
duce of  each  Departmmt — to  enable  us  to 
ascertain  how  manygans  we  have  obtained 
in  exohange  for  the  enormous  expenditure 
under  thu  head.  There  ought  to  be 
a  regular  balanced  aoeonnt  showing  not 
only  what  onr  works  cost,  but  what 
they  produce.  The  great  objection,  how- 
ever, which  I  have  to  find  with  the 
Estimates  is,  that  they  are  all  based  on 
two  suppositions — the  one  that  we  have 
put  an  end  to  two  wars  which  are  still 
raging,  and  the  other  that  there  is  no 
chance  of  our  ever  having  another.  The 
total  reduction  of  money  now  to  be  voted 
by  Parliament,  eompared  with  last  year, 
is  £495,641,  and  that  is  almost  entirely 
made  up  in  three  Votes.  On  Vote  No. 
1  there  is  a  reduction  of  £274,000  ;  on 
Vote  No.  2  of  £113,247 ;  and  of  Vote 
13  of  £87,519.  This  reduction  can  only 
proceed  upon  the  supposition  that  the  war 
m  New  island  is  at  an  end.  The  re- 
duction in  tbe  article  <tf  provisions  is  put  at 
£113,247,  and  we  are  told  the  troops  now 
in  New  Zealand  haVe  been  orderea  home, 
and  that  transports  to  convey  them  hav^ 
absolutely  been  sent  out.  Now,  I  want  to 
know  whether  there  is  anybody  in  the  colo- 
ny, either  Commander  of  the  forces  or  Go- 
vernor, who  has  power  to  detain  those  troops 
in  case  of  necessi^,  1  ask  this  question  be- 
cause I  read  in  The  Timet  of  Monday  last 
that  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  ser- 
vices of  these  troops  will  still  be  required. 
Agaia.  there  is  an  item  in  the  accounts  of 
£160.000  repaid  into  the  Exchequer  by 
New  Zealand  for  the  services  of  Imperisl 
troops  to  be  left  in  that  colony.  1  wish  to 
know  who  will  have  antborit;  over  these 
troops  who  remain  in  the  colony.  Are 
they  to  be  under  tiie  orders  of  the  Com- 
mander-in*  Chief,  or  are  they  to  be  mere 
mercenaries  mA&  the  order*  of  the  local 
authorities,  who  may  employ  them  in 
what  service  they  think  fit  f  I  should  be 
sorry  to  see  British  troops  placed  at  any 
time  in  such  a  position.  The  Estimates, 
however,  are  based  on  the  supposition  that 
these  troops  come  home,  and  then  the 
noble  Lord  told  us  with  reference  to  the 
general  disposition,  that  there  would  be  47 
battalions  at  home,  41  in  the  colonies,  and 
53  in  India.  But  if  these  troops  are  to 
be  left  in  New  Zealand,  how  is  this  distri- 
bution to  be  carried  out  ?  I  want  to  know, 
also,  whether  the  Indian  battalions  are  to 
be  remoTcd  firom  China,  becauM^rer  sinee 
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th^  htre  been  then  it  bee  been  stated 
that  thej  were  jost  goiog  to  be  removed, 
and  yet  they  are  itifl  there.  The  whole 
of  the  Bstimstea,  m  I  and  before,  are 
baaed  upon  these  twe  nttended  remorals, 
whieh  probably  nathw  can  nor  ooght  to 
take  place.  The  great  advantage  of  the 
new  manner  in  which  the  Bstimatee  are 
presented  to  ns  is,  that  we  see  at  once  the 
number  of  Indian  troops  employed  and  paid 
for  by  the  Imperial  OoTemment.  We  have 
had  formerly  10.000  or  12»000  Indian 
troops  in  China  paid  in  the  first  instance 
by  the  Indian  GoTemment,  bat  finally  out 
of  the  Imperial  Exchequer,  withont  any  oon- 
trol  whatever  on  the  part  of  this  House  orer 
the  number  employed  or  expenditure.  As  to 
the  redmtion  of  £119»000  for  gunpowder, 
I  think  that  also  requires  some  explanation. 
It  may  be  very  desirabla  to  reduce  the  stock 
of  gunpowder,  but  if  the  safing  in  the  Yote 
is  caused  by  reducing  the  amount  in  store, 
and  not  in  the  price  of  the  article,  it  is  no 
real  saring.  There  is  another  item,  like- 
wise, which  I  should  wish  to  hear  explained. 
There  is  a  reduction  in  the  *'  lery  money 
for  reeroits,"  and  the  explanation  which 
accompanies  it  is,  "  Charged  to  the  expenses 
of  the  depot  ;**  but  it  appears  to  me  to  he 
charged  exactly  as  it  was  last  year.  I  hare 
heard  that  by  a  mistake  last  year  the  stop- 
pages of  pay  on  account  of  rations  for  troops 
aboard  ship  were  calculated  as  sums  to 
be  psid  orer  to  the  Indian  GoTemment 
instead  of  to  the  British  GoTomment.  We 
have  nerer  had  the  details  of  the  eapitatioo 
arrangement  for  men  aboard  ship  clearly 
stated  to  the  House.  Before  utting  down 
I  wish  to  allude  to  another  matter — to 
what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  shabbiest 
transaetion  ever  entered  into  by  any  Go- 
Temment in  the  world.  The  year  before 
last  officers  were  applied  to  for  stamp 
duties  on  commissions  which  they  had  ten 
years  before.  No  application  had  ever 
been  made  to  them  for  this  money  before, 
and  some  of  them  had  never  reeeived  the 
document  for  the  stamp  upon  which  they 
were  called  on  to  pay.  Certain  of  those 
officers  stated  they  must  decline  to  pay  till 
they  had  the  commission  ;  but  it  vras  said 
to  them,  "Ton  will  get  Uie  eraamissiou  if 
you  pay.**  Well,  a  number  of  them  did 
pay;  and  in  the  ease  of  other  officers  tte 
amount  of  the  duty  was  stopped  out  of 
their  pay.  But  from  that  day  to  this  they 
hare  nerer  received  the  commissions.  In 
foot,  I  do  not  think  those  commiasioos  ever 
existed.  If  this  is  the  case  let  the  Go- 
vemment  say  so  at  onee ;  but  if  Um  oom- 


missioni  are  ua  e^datenee,  and  the  officers 
are  made  to  pay  stamp  duty  upon  them, 
snrelj  they  ought  to  have  than  without 
delay.  In  any  owe  I  oannot  see  what 
right  the  Gornnment  has  to  charge  these 
duties  imtil  the  eemmissions  are  setoally 
signed.  I  shall  reserve  any  other  remarks 
I  may  have  to  make  tiU  other  Yotes  an 
before  ns,  and  confine  myself  to  these 
observations  on  the  Yote  for  the  number 
of  men. 

Mb.  ATRTON  said,  that  if  the  ri^t 
hon.  and  gallant  General  referred  back  to 
1858-9,  he  would  find  that  the  ezpenditnro 
was  then  inereaamg.  In  pmnt  of  foet, 
there  had  been  a  general  ineraaae  in  the 
naval  and  military  expenditure  of  the  eoun* 
try  down  to  the  present  time.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  the  statement  of  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Idskeard  (ICr,  Ber- 
nal  Osborne)  waa  eonristwit  with  the  faet. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Liskeard  hod  said— 

"  Taking  into  oonsidmtion  the  state  of  the 
peace  itrtahliihrnrnts  ^ior  to  tlie  Crimeaa  war, 
their  state  after  that  war,  and  thafr  prssmt  state, 
there  was  shown  a  lai;ge  iDanase." 

and  tins  was  a  fact  which  could  not  be 
disputed. 

Sir  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTB  de- 
fended the  comment  made  by  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  General  on  the  statement 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Liskeard.  The 
language  of  the  hon.  Member  implied  that 
there  had  been  an  increase  of  expenditure 
down  to  the  year  1859,  and  that  from 
that  year  it  had  gone  on  regularly  dimi- 
nishing. That  the  statement  waa  founded 
on  a  folse  Impres^on  seemed  to  be  proved 
by  the  faet  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Bxcbequer  and  the  noble  Marquess  at 
present  congratulated  the  House  and  the 
country  on  the  reduction  of  the  military 
expenditure  to  the  level  of  the  year  1858-9. 
They  need  not,  however,  then  discuss  that 
question,  and  he  thought  that  too  much 
had  already  been  made  of  it.  There  waa 
one  point  on  which  he  should  be  glad  to 
receive  some  explanation,  and  that  waa 
Yote  18,  for  the  administration  of  the 
army.  He  wi^ed  to  give  notioe  that  when 
they  eame  to  diseuss  that  Yote  ho  would 
aak  for  some  infbrmadon  with  regard  to 
the  rednetion  which  it  was  stated  had 
taken  place  at  the  War  Office.  He  found 
that  a  sam  of  £110,000  was  now  asked 
for  the  elerks  in  the  War  Office,  while  the 
Yote  on  Uie  same  account  last  year  waa 
£120,000.  There  wss  appended  to  the 
Yote  a  note  to  the  eflteet  that  a  reor- 
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pTMMt  fai  wmiinilaH«i*  Wimi  thej 
oanw  to  th*  Vota  m  vinUd  Mk  whetlwr 
than  vmM  be  wjoljMUsa  to  lijapoa 
Ibe  tabia  tbe  Report  of  tbe  OommHtot 
vfatoh  bad,  be  bdiared,  bean  inqniriDg  into 
that  Mibjeet,  and  bad  ratommeDdad  swh 
a  raorganisatioD.  Booh  a  change  would 
gira  riaa  to  a  aumber  of  ^oeationt,  and  be 
thought  it  wat  rery  deairable  that  they 
•hoold  ban  before  tbem  (be  Report  on 
whiob  the  reora^iiation  wm  to  be  foanded. 

Sib  JOHN  TRELAWNY  thoagbt  that 
tbe  Btatemeot  of  tbe  noble  Lord  wae  a  rei^ 
Btrugbtferward,  bauDeia>Iika  and  faitrib- 

S'bla  statement.  At  the  aame  Ume,  bon. 
embers  sitting  below  the  gangway  wera 
entitled  to  eipreai  tb«r  opinioD  on  this 
sobjaal.  for  tiiey  had  to  ramneila  tbe  masses 
outside  to  this  oaannotta  Yota  <tf  nearly 
fourteen  millions  and  a  half.  Tbe  point  to 
vbieh  principally  ha  wiabad  to  allude  waa 
the  diatribatioQ  of  appointments.  The  eolo- 
neletes  of  regiments  were  appointments  of 
great  ralue.  and  he  was  sorry  to  say  that 
in  some  instances  thejr  were  bestowed  on 
offieers  not  best  entitled  to  tbem.  These 
were  mere  sinecure  appointments,  and  he 
eould  not  help  thinking  that  the;  plsoed  tn 
tbe  bands  of  the  QoTornment  a  very  dan- 
garoas  kind  of  patronage,  for  there  were 
many  Members  of  both  Hoasee  of  Parlia' 
moot  to  whom  they  would  be  extremely 
aeeeptabla.  ud  sereral  of  these  prises 
bad  been  thus  baatowed.  Ha  ebaltenged 
opinion  on  tbia  point,  and  aaked  whO' 
tbar  it  was  not  true  that  at  awry  mess 
in  tbe  British  army  aone  of  the  raeant  ap- 
pointments had  been  the  snbjeet  of  eom- 
nsent.  They  had  been  distributed  in  a 
manner  that  was  not  proper  nor  oorreet. 
They  had  the  case  of  Lieutenant  General 
Lord  De  Ros,  who  entered  the  army  in 
1819,  and  after  passing  through  various 
ranks  was  made  Deputy  Lieutenant  of  the 
Tower  in  18fi2,  tbe  suary  of  whioh  office 
(with  table  money)  was  £746  15f .  a  year ; 
and  yet  the  other  day  he  waa  nuned  a  fittt 
eolonel  of  a  regiment  of  earalry,  bis  pay 
as  aooh  eolonel  b«ng  set  down  in  the 
Estimates  at  XI,350,  and  it  woald  seam 
that  he  would  reemve  in  all  aoma  £2,096 
15ff.  Under  all  eiremnstaneei  bie  appomt- 
mant  to  this  eolooeloy  waa  %  seandalons 
and  an  im^oper  ana.  Ha  bad  bean  told 
that  tbia  eoloneley  had  been  gifan  to  die 
noUa  Liml  because  the  new  order  with 
reopeat  to  holding  two  offices  bad  not  eomo 
into  <oree  at  the  time  when  be  beeame 
Deputy  Lieutenant  of  tbe  Tower.  Bat 
why  waa  it  neeesiary  to  emfor  oo  Urn  tba 


eelaekvt  Ha  (Sir  Joba  Trelawnr)  had 
heard  tbal  Oeaieral  Hawkar  had  baea 

obliged  to  give  ap  a  goraniorahip  on  at« 
taining  to  a  r^^ant.  However,  sappoBa 
tbe  nue  was  a  good  one,  and  that  it  did  not 
take  effeet  when  this  ooloaeloy  of  Dragoons 
bceaaM  vaaant,  there  were  nnmereas  offieers 
of  diatinetion  on  whom  tbe  i^ipointmoat 
might  hare  bean  oonferrod.  Lord  De  Roe 
might  be  a  most  ezoellent  offioer,  but  tba 
fact  seemed  to  be  Uiat  he  had  never  been 
in  the  prasMwe  of  an  anamy.  This  waa 
no  doubt  bis  misfortune.  Btill,  be  (Sir 
John  Trelawny)  believed  diis  was  the  case. 
Jt  was  perfeeUr  tree  that  the  noUe  X^ord 
bad  bean  in  Turkey  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war  with  Russia,  but  uafortonatoly, 
through  sieknaBs  bad  bean  oUigad  to  ra- 
turn  boasa,  and  bad  not  neeempanied  tba 
army  to  tlie  Crimea.  All  tbeee  diinga 
went  to  create  an  impression  that  the 
system  of  promotion  was  one  intended  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  connected  with 
the  two  great  political  parties,  and  that 
those  who  had  no  influence  with  them 
would  get  scant  justioe.  Widi  respect  to 
the  mess  system  be  had  been  informed  that 
not  a  faw  meritorious  officers  had  been 
obliged  to  leave  tbe  army  io  eonseqoenee  of 
the  eztravaganoe  of  mess  ezpensee.  That 
was  not  the  esse  in  the  French  army.  Only 
to-day  lie  bad  read  in  Th9  Timti  an  ae* 
count  of  the  eeenomioal  manner  in  which 
offiooTB  aonld  live  in  tbe  Fronob  army. 
Id  our  army  offieeia  wera  led  by  their 
eolonels  or  by  the  absurd  idaaa  of  their 
brother  offieers  into  all  eoria  of  eitrava- 
ganoes,  and  the  ooaaaquenoe  was  we  had 
not  tbe  class  of  men  flocking  into  the  ser- 
vice who  would  make  tbe  most  usefu 
offieers.  He  agreed  with  what  bad  fallen 
from  the  gallant  General  as  to  the  ten- 
years  men.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
wished  to  make  the  army  better.  It  was 
not  enough  to  say  that  we  had  saved  so 
moeb  more  in  the  army  this  year  than 
last ;  what  we  wanted  was  effieieney. 
Expense  was  a  mere  bagatdle  aa 
pared  with  effieieney.  Ha  bad  beard  from 
one  of  our  beat  gmanJs— and  we  bad 
not  many  good  ones — w»  had  Ganerahi 
dameron  ud  Gordon  of  tbe  Bngineera, 
perhaps,  who  was  eoming  home  from  Obina 
—on  the  aatbori^  of  a  general  who  waa 
just  leaving  lus  peat,  when  name  he  would 
not  mention,  that  one  regiment  of  ten 
years  men  was  worth  three  rwpments  of 
reernits.  The  ten  years  men  Imew  their 
duty ;  they  were  like  olookwork.  Only 
taU  tbm»  tbair  duty  ^^^Ug^^^^ 
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it  Bat  ft  pftroel  of  reenitta  iodc  three 
years  before  thej  conld  he  made  into  good 
eoldiers.  Then,  there  vm  the  pvreheM 
•jiteiDy  aboot  which  lomething  was  to  have 
Men  done  fife  w  lix  jears  ago,  hot  peo- 
ple eeemed  to  have  gone  to  obep  aboak  it 
DOW.  He  knew  offieen  who  had  suffered 
sererely  by  it — one  officer  in  partienlar,  a 
eavaliy  offieer  who  had  &llen  befbre  a 
square  at  Waterloo,  whoee  fiimily  ha41oBt 
some  £23,000  by  the  purchase  system. 
Another  officer  who  had  distin^iihed  him- 
self at  BalaclaTa  had  been  obliged  to  leave 
the  serrice  because  he  had  too  mocb 
money  iDTolred  in  the  parebase  of  his  eom< 
missions.  And  a  third  had  left  a  Dragoon 
regiment  on  aceouot  of  the  extravagant 
system  prevailing  in  it.  These  were  all 
•erions  eonsiderations,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  reeeive  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

CoLOHEL  NORTH  said,  that  he  wished 
to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  a  snbjeet 
whieh  he  had  alluded  to  upon  a  late  oe- 
eadon.    He  had  been  taken  to  task  by 
the  noble  Uarquess  the  other  night  because 
he  had  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  re- 
cruiting oF  the  army  was  at  a  dead  lock. 
When  he  found  that  the  opinion  out  of 
doors  was  that  the  army  was  hondreds 
below  the  establishment,  and  when  the 
noble  Lord  admitted  that,  instead  of  hun- 
dreds, it  was  thousands  below  the  estab- 
lishment, he  did  not  think  there  was  much 
reason  for  objecting  to  his  statement.  He 
could  hardly  nnderstand  the  constitutional 
mode  of  proceeding  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment when  it  was  found  one  morning  that 
the  number  of  men  for  the  army  voted  by  the 
Honseof  Commons  bnd  been  reduced  with- 
out warning  by  6,000  men.    It  might  be 
that  some  day  the  Qovemment  might  take 
upon  themselves  to  reduce  the  number  of 
men  by  40,000.  He  considered,  therefore, 
that  li«  bad  b^  justified  in  Mying  that 
recruiting  was  at  a  dead  lock.    The  noble 
Lord  most  know  tbst  not  a  day  passed  but 
tlbst  men  below  the  stAndard  were  enlisted 
becnuec  k  was  impoeiillo  otherwise  to  ap- 
'^uriHLcli  tlic  required  Titimber.    The  noble 
^ard  also  said  tluu  lIu^  Ijimited  Enlistment 
^■Mrafl  fforking      viqW  as  was  expected, 
the  pi-oporfiwi  of  men  who  re- 
Her  taking  tlieir  discharges  re- 
lit  60  per  cent    That  was 
jAe  oppansnts  of  that  mea- 
|i  eipcfited.    The  fact  was 
-arj  100  old,  trained,  well- 
ien,  M  IbFI  Idn  army,  and 
isilon  ht  had  reeaved  from 


comnaoding  offiem  those  40  woe  eiaetly 
the  men  whom  it  would  be  most  desirable 
to  retwn  in  the  army— the  best  conducted 
men,  who  left  because  they  conld  bo  cer- 
tain of  getting  employment  elsewhere.  He 
had  himsdf  reeared  an  an^ation  from 
the  son  of  a  cottager  upon  his  own  eatate 
who  bad  served  in  the  3rd  Light  Dragoons, 
from  which  he  had  obtained  hts  discharge, 
for  a  reeommendation  for  emplc^ent  in 
the  county  police,  and  upon  urging  the 
roan  who  had  fonr  or  five  medals,  to  con- 
tinue in  the  army,  the  reply  was,  **  Why 
should  I  remain  in  the  army,  when  if  I  re- 
engaged to-morrow  X  should  reeeive  no 
higher  pay  after  my  12  yean*  service 
than  a  recruit  who  joined  only  the  day  he- 
fore  ?  "  He  had  been  informed  also  by 
railway  officials  that  they  were  constantly 
engaging  old  soldiers;  who  in  nine  eases 
out  of  ten  turned  out  very  good  men. 
There  was  one  question  be  wished  to  put 
to  the  Government,  and  that  waa  what 
they  proposed  to  do  the  year  after  next, 
when  the  lA  additiimal  battalioia  formed 
in  1857  would  be  entitled  to  tiwir  dia- 
eharge.  The  number  of  men  who  might 
claim  their  discharge  from  those  battalions 
in  1867  was  5,330,  and,  according  to  the 
noble  Marquess's  calculation,  2,140  of 
those  men  would  leave  the  service.  He 
did  not  know  where  the  noble  Marquesa 
got  his  information  from  as  to  the  satisfao* 
tory  working  of  the  limited  service  system, 
but  he  (Colonel  North)  was  assured  almost 
daily  by  commanding  and  regimental  offi- 
cers that  if  the  system  were  allowed  to 
continue  unaltered  it  would  prove  com- 
pletely destructive  to  the  British  army.  Be 
would  refer  the  Committee  to  the  opinion 
of  the  lata  Lord  Herbert,  who  when  Se- 
eretary  for  War,  nine  years  unoe,  said, 
"  In  any  change  that  we  make  we  must 
be  careful  to  have  the  assent  of  the  great 
body  of  the  profession."  But  in  the  pre- 
sent instance  the  opinion  of  the  pnrf^sssion 
was  not  in  accord  with  the  noble  Marquess 
as  to  the  advantage  of  the  tan  years'  ser- 
vice system.  The  noble  Marqness  on  a 
former  occasion  said  that  he  (Colonel 
North)  told  the  class  from  which  recmita 
were  usually  obtained  that  the  pay  waa 
inadequate,  and  that  any  man  who  had 
an^  reapeot  for  himself,  and  could  do  any- 
thmg  else,  had  bettor  not  dream  of  enlist- 
ing in  the  army,  and,  sMd  the  noble  Mar- 
quess, "  I  imagine  the  bon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  is  one  of  those  country  gantle- 
men  who  make  the  village  too  hot  »r  the 
recruiting  sergeant  if  he  features  to  show 
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hia  face  in  it."  He  did  not  know  upon 
what  grounds  that  opinion  was  formed,  but 
he  could  asBore  the  Committee  that  he 
always  did  all  in  his  power  to  induce  the 
^ouDg  lahourer  in  his  neiglibourhood  to 
join  the  serviee,  believing  as  he  did  that 
for  a  well- conducted  man  no  avocation  held 
out  better  prospects.  The  noble  Mar- 
quess on  a  former  occasion  had  also  told 
the  House  that  "  our  system  of  CDUstment 
did,  he  believed,  sweep  to  a  great  eitent 
the  refuse  of  large  towDs." 

TnCHAIRUAN:  The  hon.  and  gal- 
Uot  Member  U  oat  of  order  in  referring  to 
a  past  debate  in  the  present  Session. 

COLOKEL  NORTH  would  then  simply 
refer  to  an  expressed  opinion  of  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War  as  to  our  army  being 
largely  oomposed  of  the  sweepings  of 
towns.  That  was  a  statement  which  he 
heard  with  deep  regret,  and  which  had 
been  very  hurtful  to  the  feelings  of  men  in 
the  lower  ranks  of  the  army,  where  were 
to  be  found  men  of  as  high  and  honourable 
feelings  as  in  any  other  class  of  society. 
The  country,  too,  wonld  wish  to  know  how 
it  was  that  an  army  so  composed  could 
produce  a  body  of  men  who  for  respect- 
ability of  character  were  not  to  be  sur- 
passed, and  whose  gallantry  on  the  field 
and  loyalty  to  their  Sovereign  were  on- 
equalled,  without  whom  no  regiment  could 
exist— the  Qon-commissioned  officers  of  the 
British  army.  The  noble  Marquess's  ob- 
servations on  the  former  occasion — he 
hoped  they  were  not  intended  so  to  do — 
had  given  great  pain  to  the  whole  army. 
He  had  been  a  Member  of  that  House 
for  many  years,  but  he  never  heard  a 
speech  more  insulting  to  a  gallant  and 
distinguished  body  of  men  than  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Lord.  He  would  now  refer 
to  the  case  of  Lord  De  Ros,  who  went  out 
but  did  not  reaeh  the  Crimea,  because  hia 
health  fuled  him.  There  was  no  reaaon, 
however,  why  an  officer  who  had  done  his 
duty  for  forty  years  should  receive  no  re- 
ward. If  an  officer  refused  to  go  on  foreign 
service  that  would  be  another  thing,  but 
it  was  Lord  De  Ros's  misfortune  and  not 
bis  fault  that  his  health  failed.  He  was 
sure  tliat  the  hon.  Baronet  bad  not  intended 
to  east  any  reflections  upon  the  noble  Lord. 
He  did  not  think  it  fair  on  the  part  of  the 
noble  Lord  to  attack  him  as  he  did  on  a 
former  occasion,  and  he  (Colonel  North) 
only  wished  that  he  had  had  then  the 
opportunity  of  following  him. 

Sir  JOHN  TRBLAWNT  wished  to 
explain.   Hia  case  wu,  that  there  were 
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other  officers  more  deserving.  He  did 
not  desire  to  cast  any  reflection  on  Lord 
De  Rob. 

Sir  HARRT  VERNEY  said,  that  he 
believed  that  every  officer  in  the  army  would 
admit  that  there  were  many  private  sol- 
diers in  the  service  who  were  just  as  hon- 
ourable and  trustworthy  men  as  the  officers 
who  commanded  them.  The  House  was 
bound  to  express  its  opinion  on  the  ten 
years*  enlistment  system.  The  Government 
might  feel  obliged  to  come  to  that  House 
for  pecuniary  support  for  improving  the  eon- 
dition  of  the  aoldier,  and  the  House  oa^thk 
to  be  prepared  to  say  that  it  would  be  ready 
to  entertain  any  proposal  that  contributed 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  army,  and  tended 
to  retain  valuable  men  in  the  service.  He 
happened  to  have  in  his  band  a  letter  from 
the  commanding  officer  of  a  regiment  in 
India,  who  said  that  the  operation  of  the 
Ten  Years*  Act,  under  existing  rales,  was 
heartbreaking.  The  officer  added  that  he 
had  lost  ten  sergeants  and  120  men  this 
year — men  in  the  prime  of  their  soldiering 
life,  and  of  excellent  character,  and  next 
year  he  shouM  lose  an  equal  number. 
That  was  in  Oentrd  India,  They  could 
not  resist  the  temptation  of  eomiog  home 
with  a  free  passage  to  see  th«r  friends. 
This  officer  expressed  an  opinion,  in  which 
he  entirely  concurred,  that  a  ready-made 
soldier  was  a  much  more  valuable  article 
than  a  recruit  from  the  loom  or  the  plough, 
and  that  he  deserved  a  higher  rate  of  pay. 
He  gave  the  noble  Lord  full  credit  for  his 
desire  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
army,  and  he  believed  that  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  military  authorities,  assisted 
by  the  House,  to  make  soldiers  the  most  re* 
spectable  body  of  men  in  the  country  ;  so 
that  a  man  who  had  served  and  returned  to 
his  native  village  should  be  looked  open  as  a 
trustwortliy  person,  fit  for  employment  of 
almost  any  kind.  When  a  young  man 
entered  the  army  he  ought  to  be  certain  of 
obtaining  good  treatment,  a  fair  measure 
of  education,  and,  above  all,  instruction  in 
Bome  trade  by  which  he  might  he  able  to 
support  himself  when  he  left  the  service. 
After  a  certain  period  of  service  he  ought 
to  obtain  increased  pay  and  facilities  for 
marriage,  and  at  length  should  retire  from 
the  army  with  an  adequate  pension.  The 
suggestion  made  by  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  O'Reilly)  the  other  night  to  con- 
nect  the  militia  with  local  re^ments  of 
the  line,  was,  he  thought,  rerj  worthy  of 
the  atteoUou  of  the  OoremmeDW,  It  need 
not  be  denied  that  tb^iaaniK' WaiQtilgJd^ 
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eoptaUe  in  many  respects  than  it  used  to 
1)0.  There  were  many  reasons  for  it.  A 
large  portion  of  the  soldiers  life  was  spent 
abroad.  A  soldier  who  bad  been  eight  or 
ten  jears  in  India  came  home,  and  instead 
of  being  sent  to  some  amasiog  quarters  he 
was  despatched  to  Aldershot.  Now  Aiders 
shot  was  detested  by  the  army,  and  he 
would  not  hare  the  military  authorities 
conceal  the  fact  from  themselves.  It  was 
wisely  intended  as  a  plaoe  for  drill,  and  for 
brigading  troops.  In  summer,  howoTer, 
it  was  most  dusty  and  disagreeable ;  in 
winter  it  waa  mnddy,  eold,  wet.  and 
miseraWe.  The  hnts  were  abominable,  and 
fall  of  Termin;  the  ground  was  saturated 
with  emanations,  andthe  huts  ought  to  be 
at  onee  done  away  with.  The  soldier  re- 
quired to  be  amused,  but  places  had  sprung 
up  at  the  Tory  edge  of  the  camp  that  wero 
a  disgrace  and  a  scandal,  abounding  with 
every  sort  of  abominatioD,  because  the 
Government  would  not  boy  a  little  more 
land.  He  asked  the  House  to  consider  the 
position  of  the  country,  and  of  the  soldier 
after  ten  years'  service.  A  soldier  having 
learned  his  drill  was  a  valuable  man. 
and  the  country  was  anxious  to  buy  his 
serriees.  He  believed  that  the  opinion  of 
%  distinguished  general  officer  which  had 
been  quoted  was  true,  that  a  single  regi- 
ment of  drilled  men  waa  worth  three  of 
reenuta.  Agreat  many  of  our  ten  year  men 
had  been  decoyed  over  to  the  Federal 
States,  because  this  country  was  so  foolish 
as  not  to  secure  their  services.  He  wished 
to  ask  one  question.  It  was  said  that  it 
required  three  years  to  make  a  good  pri- 
vate soldier,  but  he  should  like  to  know  how 
long  it  took  to  make  a  good  Adjutant  Gene- 
ral ?  He  believed  that  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  that  office  at  the  Horse 
Guards  could  not  make  one  in  less  than 
four  or  five  years,  for  it  was  his  duty  to 
know  the  value  of  every  officer  of  every 
rank  in  the  serviee,  and  to  be  able  to  ad- 
vise the  Commander-in<Chief.  Under  the 
new  system  just  as  an  officer  had  learnt 
his  huaiaess  he  left  the  Horse  Guards. 
There  eould  not  be  a  better  Adjutant 
General  than  Sir  George  Welherall.  After 
five  years  he  was  changed.  Now  there  was 
another  just  as  good,  and  he  was  about  to 
be  dismissed.  Such  a  practice  was  too 
absurd.  Because  Sir  Willoughby  Gordon  I 
held  the  office  of  Quartermaster  General  for  ' 
forty  years,  the  steff.of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  was  to  be  changed  every  five  years,  j 
He  challenged  the  noble  Lord  to  produce  the  i 
authority  of  any  one  general  officer  in  favoor  ( 
Sir  Sony  Fsnuy  ' 


I  of  the  present  system.   He  Inuted  that, 
i  for  the  sake  of  the  army,  the  preaent  Ad* 
I  jutant  General  would  not  be  dismissed  at 
the  end  of  his  five  years. 

CoLOHEL  DICKSON  said,  that  he  eould 
not  but  regard  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Uember  for  Tavistock  as  unworthy  of  him 
and  of  bis  position  in  that  House.  He  did 
not  stand  there  to  justify  the  appointments 
of  the  Horse  Guards.  -  He  bad  alwaya 
thought  that  those  appointments  oould  not 
be  discussed  in  that  House  with  advantage 
to  the  servioe.  Should  any  flagrant  ease 
arise,  no  donbt  the  House  would  interfere, 
but  as  a  rule  these  ^tpointments  ought  not 
to  be  made  the  sobjeet  of  diaenssion.  Ha 
believed  he  waa  aa  well  aeqounted  widi  the 
military  messes  as  the  hon.  Baronet,  and 
he  would  venture  to  say  that  there  waa  not 
one  military  mess  in  the  whole  of  the  ser- 
vice where  those  appointments  had  been 
generally  disapproved.  No  doubt  disap- 
pointment had  been  experienced  in  some 
quarters,  but  throughout  the  army  the 
appointments  had  ezperinced  general  ap- 
proval. The  hon.  Baronet  then  told  the 
House  that  there  really  existed  no  general 
in  the  army.  [Sir  John  Tbelawnt  :  Very 
few.]  Such  a  statement  as  that  ought 
not  to  go  forth  to  the  world  without  being 
fully  conteadicted.  We  were  well  aware 
that  our  enemies  had  to  their  eost  been 
made  acquainted  with  the  power  of  cor 
generals,  and  our  friends  had  no  need  to 
be  informed  of  it.  Then  came  the  old 
story  of  extravagant  and  ruinous  messes  ; 
but  be  would  venture  to  say  that  no  officer 
had  been  ruined  through  his  mess  expendi- 
ture. The  real  trath  was  that  oftentimes 
expenditure  of  money  in  other  directions 
was  attributed  to  the  expenses  of  the  mess. 
He  had  never  listened  to  any  speech  with 
greater  pleasure  than  he  had  to  the  admi- 
rable statement  made  by  the  noble  Lord 
who  had  introduced  tiie  Estimates  that 
eveninr.  Everybody  must  have  been 
pleased  with  the  ability  whioh  the  noble 
Lord  had  displayed  in  delivering  ao  good 
a  defence  for  so  bad  a  eanae,  bennse  upon 
examination  he  believed  it  woirid  be  found 
that  the  Estimates  were  the  worat  which 
hsd  been  introduced  for  some  time.  A 
great  deal  was  ssid  of  a  peaee  establish- 
ment and  a  desire  for  economy,  but  Esti- 
mates were  presented  within  £2,000,000 
of  the  highest  which  hsd  ever  been  laid  on 
the  table.  There  was  a  nominal  redaction 
of  £450,000,  but  that  reduction  was 
In  reality  owing  to  the  fact  that  our  armj 
was  to  be  redomrhx iJ)0(Im«w%eainsc. 
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u  hM  bem  shown  orer  and  of er  agdn  in 
the  HouM,  tlie  eott  of  ovr  soMierB  wu 
about  XlOO  a  man  per  annum.  H«  be- 
lieved, too.  that  thoM  4,000  men  were  re- 
doeed  merelj  for  the  purpose  of  covering 
our  failure  io  reoruUingt  because  there  was 
no  doubt  that  our  armj  was  deficient  of 
the  number  of  men.  Then  he  peroeived 
the  repetition  of  the  old  story  about  Aider- 
shot.  He  WH  one  of  those  who  had 
alvnys  regretted  the  existence  of  tlie  place 
as  the  causa  of  mnob  of  the  unpopularity 
under  wbiob  the  army  laboored.  He  hsd 
heard  fretjoent  oomplunts  from  oflBoersi 
non-oommisakned  oflieera.  and  s<ddten  at 
having  iniDiediately  on  their  return  from 
serrioei  to  serve  for  a  couple  of  years  at 
one  of  theee  monster  camps,  surrounded 
by  all  kinds  of  immorality  and  vice.  There 
was  also  to  be  a  great  reduction  in  the  War 
Office.  Out  of  some  £350.000  which  that 
large  establishment  cost  the  country,  there 
was  to  be  a  reductiou  of  £10,000,  which  he 
was  told,  however,  would,  upon  examina- 
tion* turn  out  to  be  no  reduction  at  all. 
Ue  fully  credited  the  redaction  in  the 
militia  t  but,  in  referenoe  to  the  drill  of 
that  body,  he  thought  that  twenty-one  days' 
exereise  would  prove  sufficient,  and  he 
would  be  glad  to  see  tliedays  reduced,  and 
a  better  pemament  staff  appointed.  Still 
he  believed  that  the  step  proposed  was  one 
in  the  right  direction.  He  certainly  could 
not  approve  the  Eadmates,  which,  in  rea- 
lity, embodied  a  diminution  of  expense 
eontoquent  uwm  a  reduction  of  men. 

Ms.  FOLLARD-URQUHART  remind- 
ed those  hon.  Gentlemen  who  complained 
of  the  expenditure  that  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net the  Member  for  Stamford  (Sir  Stafford 
Nortbeote)  in  his  review  of  the  financial 
policy  of  the  last  twenty  years,  stated  that 
the  war  of  1853  was  most  unfortunate  as 
Stirling  up  the  bellicose  and  turbulent  pas- 
sions of  Europe*  and  thus  making  a  heavy 
expenditure  neeessaxy.  It  was  true  that 
in  18A8-9  there  was  a  very  moderate  bud- 
get, with  an  inoome  tax  of  5<i  in  the 
{Hwod,  but  the  Estimates  were  at  the  same 
time— in  arder  to  satisfy  ^e  demands  of 
the  eouutry  for  increased  armaments — eX' 
ceedingly  high,  and  when  the  present 
Chaneelwr  of  the  Exchequer  came  into 
office,  he  found  a  defieienoy  of  £6.000,000 
to  provide  for,  so  that  while  his  predeces- 
sors kept  the  taxes  low,  they  did  so  by 
leaving  the  hills  to  be  paid  by  those  who 
came  after  them.  The  country  had  been 
engaged  in  »  great  experiment,  changing 
tile  isode  of  mrfav^  and  smw  mistues 


involving  expense  had  unavoidaUj  oeenr- 
red,  but  he  hoped  that  when  Parliament 
next  assembled,  which  ever  party  might 
happen  to  be  in  power,  they  would  do  their 
best  to  allay  the  bellicose  and  turbulent 
passions  which  had  been  excited  in  Europe, 
and  reduce  the  expenditure  which  the 
ezistenee  of  those  passions  had  rendered 
necessary. 

CoLOHBL  DUNNE  said,  that  he  thought 
the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  John  Trelawny) 
was  wrong  in  condemning  the  appoint- 
ment of  Lord  De  Rob  to  the  command 
of  a  regiment ;  but  his  remarks  had 
raised  the  whole  question  as  to  how  these 
appointments  were  to  be  made  — whe- 
ther they  were  to  be  made  the  rewud 
of  long  serviee  or  services  in  the  field. 
Now  everything  relating  to  this  matter  was 
uncertain.  At  one  time  one  course  was 
followed,  at  another  time  another.  He 
wished  the  noble  Lord,  if  he  could,  to  tell 
them  the  role  of  the  service.  A  gallant 
Officer  bad  alluded  to  another  branch  of 
the  service,  in  which  appointments  were 
equally  uncertain — that  was  the  rule  in 
respect  to  staff  appointments.  He  (Colonel 
Dunne)  quite  agreed  with  him  in  the  opi- 
nion that  at  the  Horse  Guards  the  officers 
of  Gommanderwin-Chief's  staff  ought  not  to 
be  changed  so  frequently  as  every  five 
years,  which  was  the  rule  uud  down  (though 
evad«l)  for  holding  general  staff  appoint- 
ments of  the  amy.  It  was  a  sobjeot  of 
complaint  that  there  was  no  distinct  rule 
laid  down,  which  everyone  could  under- 
stand, in  respect  to  those  matters.  The 
appointments  occording  to  the  rule  were 
made  for  five  years,  but  now  was  it  applied, 
equally  as  well  ?  Certainty  not,  for  we 
fiud  one  officer  is  transferred  from  staff  ap- 
pointment to  staff  appointment,  while  an- 
other at  the  expiration  of  his  time,  is  sent 
about  his  business,  and  it  is  hard  to  per- 
suade people  that  favouritism  and  interest 
does  not  guide  tbe  selections.  The  rule  as 
to  five  years  might  be  made  generidly,  if  net 
undesirably,  for  the  staff  or  the  army,  and 
the  appointments  at  the  head-qnarters  be 
regarded  as  exceptionid  for  the  duties  of 
such  officers  required  extensive  acquain- 
tance with  the  characters  and  views  of  all 
who  served  in  the  army,  and  at  the  end  of 
five  years  they  might  be  compelled  to 
leave  office  just  as  they  had  acquired  the 
knowledge  most  useful  to  a  Commander- 
in-Chief.  He  did  not  think  it  advisable 
to  enter  into  the  services  of  the  officers 
whose  appointments  had  been  made  the 
«^jeo«  of  ^^,^<J()i^^ 
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intelltgible  arnuigement  should  bfl  come 
to,  BO  that  the  Hone  Gaards  should  not 
be  expoed  to  the  su&picioa  of  faTooritism. 
The  system  of  purcnaBe  had  also  been 
alluded  to,  and  an  outcry  agunst  favour- 
itism had  some  years  ago  been  raised 
against  the  meaus  it  was  said  to  afford  of 
promoting  the  friends  of  influential  per- 
sons. Now,  it  had  been  already  proved 
that  the  abolition  of  purchase  was  impos- 
rible,  wi^ont  incurring  a  very  large  ex- 
pense for  rewarding  officers  who  wish  to 
retire.  But  at  the  very  moment  when 
Seoretaries  at  War,  especially  the  late 
Lord  Herbert,  were  declaiming  against  the 
purchase  system  and  no  one  in  theory 
supported  it,  they  were  actually  Utemselves 
trafficing  in  the  sale  of  commisuons,  and 
did  so  at  the  present  moment.  By  means 
of  those  sales  the  War  Department  had  at 
its  command  a  fund  which  it  used  for  still 
further  extending  this  purchase  system, 
the  manipulation  of  which  they  themselves 
were  only  acquainted  with.  With  reference 
to  the  qaestioD  of  recruiting,  he  believed 
there  was  no  greater  absurdity  than  our 
system.  Some  years  ago  the  first  period 
of  service  for  cavalry  was  twelve  years, 
and  the  infantry  ten  years.  There  was  a 
strong  opinion  expressed  in  favour  of  the 
longer  period  by  himself  (Colonel  Dunne) 
and  other  military  men  both  in  and  ont 
of  the  House,  and  even  a  Committee  who 
had  inquired  into  the  eubject  had  recom- 
mended it,  but,  80  far  from  acting  upon 
that  recommendation,  the  military  authori- 
ties reduced  the  cavalry  service  to  ten  years, 
instead  of  raising  the  infantry  service  to 
the  longer  period.  And  what  was  the 
consequence  ?  We  were  losing  our  men 
every  day.  A  cavalry  soldier  in  India  at 
the  end  of  his  ten  years  was  sent  home  at 
a  cost  for  his  passage  alone  of  £26,  and 
then,  upon  his  arrival  in  England,  if  he 
volunteered  to  re-enlist  he  was  sent  hack 
to  India  at  a  further  cost  of  £26,  ex- 
clusive of  ail  other  ezpmflCB  or  another  to 
replace  him.  The  country  was  thus  put 
to  an  ezMuse  of  £52  for  eveiy  man  that 
left.  Whereas,  if  a  bounty  of  only  £10 
were  offered  bim  in  India  upon  the  expira- 
tion uf  fats  period  of  service,  he  was  in- 
formed, by  the  best  authorities  on  the 
subject,  officers  who  had  returned  from 
that  country  where  they  had  commanded 
regiments,  that  the  men  generally  would 
gladly  re-enlist,  and  this  enormous  cost  be 
saved.  Now,  what  ought  to  be  done  on 
this  head  should  be  done  at  once,  for  it 
was  certain  that  recruiting  was  falling  off. 


It  was  probable,  if  a  proper  mdoeement 
were  offiared,  that  there  were  plenty  of  men 
ready  to  enlist,  but  it  was  a  fact  (that 
even  admitting  the  number  of  recruita  en- 
listed, as  the  noble  Lord  stated  during  the 
last  few  months)  we  did  not  obtain  a  suffi- 
cient number  to  fill  up  the  casualties  in 
oor  army,  but  not  only  had  the  numliers 
of  enlistments  fallen  off,  but  the  quality 
and  physical  force  of  our  recruits  bad 
mneh  deteriorated  of  late  years.  And 
if  we  were  to  go  to  war  to-morrow  we  should 
find  ont  that  &ct.  The  men  who  were 
joining  our  army  now  were  very  inferior  to 
the  men  of  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago. 
Any  commanding  officer  could  inform  the 
noue  Marquess  of  that  if  he  or  the  War 
Department  would  oondeaoend  to  ask  those 
who  were  eapaUe  of  telling  thvm  the  truth. 
He  had  seen  within  the  last  three  days 
in  Dublin  a  set  of  men  in  the  service  who 
would  not  have  been  admitted  into  it  twelve 
or  fifteen  years  ago.  Good  men  did  not 
enlist  because  they  would  not  get  the 
rewards  which  they  deserved.  The  regula- 
tion for  what  they  called  consolidated  pay 
was  an  injury  to  the  non-commissioned 
officers  of  which  complaints  were  made. 
It  at  once  added  2d.  a  day  to  their  pay  on 
appointment,  but  this  advantage  of  2d.  a 
day  additional  pay  deprived  a  non-oommis- 
sioned  officer  of  the  good-conduct  pay  whioh 
he  ought  to  get  as  his  aerviee  went  on,  in 
fact  there  were  privates  who  by  length  of 
service  and  good  conduct  were  receiring5<2. 
per  diem  above  their  regimental  jiay,  but 
a  non-commissioned  officer  by  this  objec- 
tionable warrant  must  serve  his  whole 
period  without  additions  to  the  2d.  per 
diem  it  conferred,  the  boon  was  delusive 
and  impolitic,  for  it  was  desirable  to  bold 
out  every  inducement  to  good  soldiers  to 
seek  promotion.  Another  cause  of  the 
indifference  to  enlist,  of  which  we  com- 
plain, is  the  dislike  the  men  feel  to  their 
prolonged  quarters  in  those  huge  barracks, 
falsely  called  camps  of  instruction,  such 
aa  Aldershot.  No  doubt  the  campa  of  in> 
struction  were  excellent,  but  the  huge 
barracks  themselves  were  detestable  to 
the  men,  and  they  produced  an  injurious 
effect  upon  our  recruiting  system.  Seve- 
ral of  the  men  in  Aldershot,  who  had 
seen  fifteen  years  foreign  serrice,  he  bad 
reason  to  believe,  would  much  prefer  goin|; 
back  to  foreign  service  than  be  constrained 
to  live  there  any  longer.  A  more  ill- 
selected  spot  could  not  be  chosen.  The 
dost  in  summer  was  fiigb^f^l,  ud  he 
thought  mnst  be  ii^p9|f^b|(@CA@glQ>f 
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the  loldien,  ftiid  he  knew  for  «  oertaintj  | 
that  it  was  injurioaR  to  the  pmerTstion  of 
their  elothei.  The  hon.  Baronet,  he 
thought,  had  made  a  great  mistake  when 
he  eondemned  the  mess  sjstem,  and  no 
niilitarj  men  would  agree  with  bim  witli- 
out  condemnation.  Now  he  (Colonel  Dunne) 
was  oonfioced  that  nothing  kept  our  officers 
better  together  than  thetr  messes.  Foreign 
officers  generally  approved  of  our  mess 
sjBtem,  and  some  were  even  adopting  it. 
It  was  carried  on  now  at  much  less  ezpease 
than  when  he  first  entered  the  army,  and 
it  appeared  to  him  that  it  would  prove  in- 
jurious to  the  service  if  those  messes  were 
to  be  abolished.  As  the  Votes  proceeded 
it  was  liis  intention  to  point  ont  more  par- 
ticularly his  views  upon  the  various  points 
to  which  he  referred. 

OoLOMEL  STEBS  ooDgratnlated  the 
noble  UarqoeiB  npon  the  Inndity  of  his 
statement  to-night,  and  also  upon  the 
improvement  which  had  been  made  in 
the  mode  of  bringing  forward  the  Esti- 
mates, though  a  ^od  deal  still  remained 
to  be  done.  He  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Huntingdon  in  what  he  had  said 
with  respect  to  the  £160.000.000  which 
this  Parliament  had  spent  in  what  was 
called  providing  for  the  defence  of  the 
nation.  It  was  not  the  men  he  wished 
to  see  dimimshed  or  their  comforts  car- 
tailed,  bnt  it  was  the  constantly  increas- 
ing charges  incurred  in  the  ontlay  on 
fortifications,  in  the  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments for  the  army  and  navy,  and  in  the 
number  of  officials  who  were  employed  and 
who  did  not  do  as  much  as  thvf  ought  for 
the  salaries  which  they  received  which 
ahonld  be  attended  to.  For  years  past  the 
House  had  been  asked  for  lamp  soma  for 
small  arms,  guns,  and  other  purposes,  but 
they  were  never  told  the  quantities  that 
were  required,  although  he  had  annually 
complained  of  the  omission.  Sorely  if  an 
estimate  coald  be  made  of  the  money  that 
was  required,  it  must  be  founded  upon  the 
number  of  rifles  and  cannon  that  would  be 
wanted.  In  the  French  Estimates  the 
nambers  and  quantities  of  materials  were 
always  given.  Why  oould  not  the  same 
be  done  in  the  British  Army  Estimates, 
and  then  the  Hoose  would  have  the  means 
of  appreciating  the  economy  with  which 
the  work  was  done.  There  vrere  twenty- 
seven  Votes  in  the  present  Estimates,  bnt 
explanations  of  mz  of  them  only  were  given 
iatbeAppendiz.  The  noble  Lord  had  stated 
that  l)3o4  native  troops  now  at  Shaoghu 


had  been  stmek  off  the  Estimates  this  year. 
He  begged  to  ask  whether  orders  had  gone 
out  to  send  those  troops  back  to  India,  and 
when  the  English  Budget  woald  be  relieved 
from  their  pay,  because  he  had  received 
by  the  last  mail,  accounts  dated  the  7th  of 
January,  that  these  two  Indian  battalions 
were  still  at  Shanghai  engaged  in  compet- 
ing in  athletic  sports  with  the  sailors  of 
Her  Majesty's  ships.  The  number  of  troops 
had  been  reduced,  it  appeared,  by  4.289, 
but  he  found  that  the  reduction  of  officers 
was  only  fifty- three.  The  proportionate 
reduction  of  officers  as  between  officers  and 
men  had  not  been  kept  up,  and  instead  of 
fifty-three,  no  less  than  226  officers  ought 
to  have  been  put  on  half  pay  on  the  reduc- 
tion of  4,239  men.  Another  matter  he  must 
refer  to  was  the  subject  of  recruiting.  Con- 
sidering the  present  drain  on  the  population 
of  this  country  by  emigration  and  in  other 
ways,  he  questioned  whether  the  available 
youthful  sinew  and  blood  of  England  would 
suffice  to  supply  the  vacancies  in  the  army 
of  72,000  men  in  India.  It  was  a  great 
blunder  in  his  opinion  to  have  destroyed 
the  local  European  army  in  India,  andhe 
believed  the  time  would  come  when  we 
would  have  to  reorganise  it.  He  thought 
the  present  ten  years'  service  might  be 
advantageously  extended,  and  he  believed 
that  if  the  soldiers  were  located  for  twelve 
years  in  India,  they  were  more  likely  to 
become  attached  to  the  country,  marry  na- 
tive wives  in  many  instances,  become  accli- 
matised, and  acquire  sympathies  for  the 
country  and  the  people,  so  that  when  their 
twelve  years'  service  was  out  they  would, 
instesd  of  coming  home,  remain  in  India 
for  the  rest  of  tiieir  days,  and,  as  old  sol- 
diers, become  invalttaUe ;  sueb,  at  least, 
were  some  of  the  results  with  the  Com- 
pany's European  troops.  With  regard  to 
the  British  army  he  regarded  the  system  of 
purchase  as  a  mistake,  because  in  the 
greater  number  of  cases  it  compelled  an  old 
and  experienced  officer  in  the  interests  of 
his  family  to  sell  his  commission  rather 
than  risk  the  total  loss  of  the  parohaie- 
money  by  his  own  death,  and  the  country 
lost  his  services  at  a  period  of  bis  life  when 
they  ought  to  be  retained.  As  to  the 
camp  at  Aldershot,  it  was  a  misnomer 
to  call  it  a  camp  at  all.  It  was,  in  fact, 
a  standing  eantmiment,  with  all  the  dia- 
adrantages  of  being  oet^er  a  garrison 
town  nor  a  camp,  and  the  health  and 
morals  of  the  men  suffered  by  being 
kept  there  throughout  the  year.  The 
Freneh  did  not  P**"^®^*^*^''j^'3[^|[^*o^^ 
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■ammer  numths  they  eoUeeted  their  regi- ' 
ments  from  die  gariiioDB  and  towos,  seat  \ 
them  into  tenta  or  hut*  to  learn  the  doties 
of  a  camp  life,  and  after  they  had  been  | 
practiced  in  erolutioni  for  a  few  month*  ^ 
they  w  ere  then  aenfc  baek  to  th^  garrieont. ; 
The  noble  Lord  the  Under  Secretary  for  | 
War  stated  that  the  extra  reeeipts  last ! 
year  amounted  to  £1,324,442;  but  it  did  ! 
not  appear  that  the  whole  of  that  sum  bad  | 
been  paid  into  the  Bzchequer.    Credit  was  i 
giteu  for  only  £791.000.  and  he  begged 
for  an  explanatton  why  the  Exchequer  had 
not  received  £1,324.442  ? 

Sib  FREDERIC  SMITH  said,  that  be 
ngoieed  at  the  improTementein  the  form  of 
the  Estimates  which  had  taken  place  since 
last  year ;  and  all  the  alterations  in  the 
detaib  were  improTemeuts.  But  in  future 
yean  we  wanted  similar  improToments  con- 
taining more  detailed  information  with  re- 
gard to  cor  manufacturing  establishments. 
He  had  always  urged  t&t  the  Estimates 
•bonld  show  the  work  to  be  performed. 
With  regard  to  the  mess  system,  he  had 
been  a  member  of  a  regimental  mess  for 
thirty  years,  and  had  never  known  an  in- 
staooe  of  an  officer  being  ruined  by  it.  The 
best  social  resultB  were  obtained  from  it;  it 
kept  up  the  tone  of  the  officers,  maintained 
an  CJprtt  d«  eorpa,  and  made  the  mess  a 
lamily.  He  should  be  sorry  to  see  the 
French  or  any  otiier  continental  system  in- 
trodnced  in  its  place.  As  to  Lord  De  Rob, 
whom  he  had  known  from  his  youth,  he 
mnst  say  that  he  never  knew  an  officer  who 
more  devoted  his  time  and  his  mind  to  the 
enltivation  of  professimial  knowledge ;  and 
when  that  gallant  officer  was  going  ont  to 
Lord  Raglan's  army  on  the  staff,  he  (Sir 
Frederie  Smitb)eongratolatedhiB  Lordship 
on  his  having  so  able  a  man  in  his  anny. 
Had  Lord  De  Ros's  health  been  sound  he 
would  have  proved  himself  an  ornament  to 
the  army,  but  he  was  oompelled  by  ill  health 
to  return  home.  The  ben.  Member  for 
Buebingham  (Sir  Harry  Vemey)  ought  to 
know  that  the  staff  system — namely,  the 
retention  of  office  for  five  years  only — was 
adopted  b;  a  Commission,  of  which  the  late 
Lord  Herbert  was  Chairman;  and  tiie  pre* 
sent  Lord  Dalhoosie  and  Earl  Grey  were  of 
opinion  that  it  was  based  on  a  sound  prin- 
ciple. That  waa  his  own  opinion  i  bnt  he 
doubted  its  applicability  to  bead-qoarters. 
The  Quartwmuter  Ocneral  was  the  adviser 
ti  the  Commander-in-Chief  on  all  questions 
relating  to  the  distribnttoo  of  the  army ; 
and  in  that  officer  gnat  knowledge  waa 
nquired,  both  of  the  aerrice  and  the  offi- 
Cohiul  Spktt 


oers.  As  to  Aldenhot,  why  waa  H  built 
has  been  asked  f  Aldershot  waa  ehosen 
not  only  because  the  ground  was  exceed- 
ingly cheap,  but  also  because  it  was  the 
bwt  atrat^oal  jHnnt  that  coidd  be  found, 
as  railiwa  van  into  it  from  Tariona  dhfcc- 
tions.  When  the  army  went  ont  to  Tama, 
the  Govemment  and  Lord  Panmure  felt  it 
necessary  to  get  acoommodatitm  fw  200,000 
militia,  and  huts  were  built  for  that  purpose 
with  the  utmost  speed.  The  site  was  se- 
lected with  great  care  by  Lord  Hardinge 
and  Lord  Panmure,  as  the  best  site  inland 
between  the  Bill  of  Portland  and  the  North 
Foreland.  Afterwards  the  Government 
regarded  Aldershot  as  of  stilt  greater  ttn- 
portanee,  and  it  was  decided  to  build  per- 
manent bsrracka  there ;  and  he  beliered 
they  were  as  good  as  any  in  the  world. 
Doubtless  they  were  expensive,  but  every 
convenience  for  the  soldier  was  ^  be  found 
there.  The  only  question  was,  whether 
we  should  retain  the  huts  built  for  a  tem- 
porary purpose  f  It  waa  well  known  that 
it  waa  injurious  to  health  to  keep  men  long 
iu  the  same  spot,  and  he  thought  the  Go- 
vernment might  perhaps  do  well  to  take 
the  huts  down  and  dispose  of  them  (pro- 
vided they  were  found  to  be  so  much  out  of 
repair  as  was  sometimes  alleged),  and  that 
the  men  should,  during  the  winter,  be 
sent  to  other  quarters.  It  is  said  that 
these  huts  have  now  become  infested 
with  rats  and  mice.  The  poution  of  the 
camp  also  was  a  source  of  discomfort  to 
officers,  especislly  to  those  who  had  re- 
turned from  foreign  climates,  and  might 
fairly  anticipate  being  sent  to  tome  eonn- 
tiy  town,  where  they  would  be  aUe  to 
cultivate  friendshipa  and  enjoy  a  little 
social  life.  As  to  recruiting,  he  had  pass- 
ed bis  life,  from  the  age  of  fourteen,  in 
the  army,  and  he  entertained  great  re- 
spect for  the  mea.  He  believed  there 
was  less  orime  in  the  amy  than  in  any 
other  class  of  people.  The  soMier  re- 
ceived less  corporal  punishment,  and  had 
more  recreation  and  enjoyment  (except 
at  Aldershot)  than  he  ever  had  before. 
At  any  rate,  the  soldier  was  a  respectable 
man,  and  ought  to  he  spoken  of  with  re- 
spect. He  thought  that  the  reduction  of 
the  Estimate  from  £4,000  to  £400  for 
the  wives  and  children  of  soldiers  would 
require  some  eonsideration  when  that  Vote 
came  before  the  Committee.  He  eongra- 
tulated  the  noble  Lord  upon  the  reduced 
coat  of  the  remount  ef  the  cavalry.  Fw- 
merly  the  charges  were  too  high,  and  maoh 
bejood  thoM  of  Fxtam,  At  ' 
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g'am.  He  lioped  the  Mdnetion  had  arisen 
om  greater  eeonomj  and  the  better  eare 
taken  of  thehorsei — aa  formerly  the  horse 
did  not  last  more  than  Ave  or  six  years — 
and  not  from  a  diminution  of  the  number. 
He  was  sorry  to  find  that  we  were  not  to 
hare  a  reserve  of  artillery.  No  doubt  the 
noble  Lord  had  not  yet  made  up  bis  mind 
as  to  which  was  the  best  gun.  He  thought 
there  had  been  more  delay  than  was  rea- 
sonable in  finding  that  out ;  and  in  baTing 
m  guns  ready  with  which  to  arm  our  ships 
he  thought  we  were  behind  our  proper  posi- 
tion as  a  maritime  oonntry.  There  was  said 
to  be  so  little  eboiee  between  the  Whitwerth. 
the  Armstrong,  and  the  Blakeley  guns  that 
he  thought  the  Oovemment  might  rery  well 
order  a  few  of  each  for  present  use  rather 
than  be  without  any  antil  they  had  decided 
which  was  the  best  gnn  for  the  serTioe ; 
because  if  war  were  to  break  out  we  were 
not  in  a  position  to  arm  our  fortresses,  bat- 
teries, and  ships.  He,  therefore,  thought 
we  wer«  in  a  Tery  unsafe  position,  and  he 
should  take  occasion  to  press  that  matter 
upon  the  Government  at  no  distant  period, 
because  delays  were  dangerous,  especially 
as  it  was  now  known  to  all  the  countries  in 
the  world,  from  the  recent  debate  that  took 
place  in  that  House,  that  England  was  not 
provided  with  gnn*.  A  great  many,  how- 
aver,  believed  that  we  were  not  provided 
with  ships,  bnt  he  confessed  that  he  was 
not  one  of  them.  He  believed  that  our 
ships  would  turn  oak  effiment  when  the 
time  came.  Tbey  were  praetioally  good 
fighting  ships,  and  wonU  be  a  match  for 
any  enemy.  The  noble  Duke  at  the  head 
of  the  army,  when  he  was  examined  before 
the  Boyal  Commission,  said  be  was  not 
satisfied  with  the  guns,  but  that  he  was 
satisfied  that  no  other  conotry  had  better 
guns,  and  he  (Sir  Frederic  Smith)  believed 
that  to  be  the  case  at  the  present  moment. 
He  found  that  a  great  alteration  bad  been 
made  with  regard  to  the  system  of  obtain- 
ing gunpowder,  but  he  hoped  the  Oovern- 
ment  would  not  place  its  manufacture  too 
much  in  the  bands  of  private  firms.  And' 
with  regard  to  the  clothing,  he  trusted  the 
Government  wouM  not  bind  themselvea  to 
accept  in  every  instance  the  lowest  tender, 
but  seleet  the  lowest  tender  of  such  firms 
as  are  well  known  to  supply  the  best  mate- 
rials and  workmanship. 

Mr.  O'REILLY  said,  that  he  differed 
from  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  who 
spoke  last  as  to  the  guns.  He  wished  to 
point  out  to  the  Committee  the  power 
which  UuB  coundry  had  of  mMafacturing 


gnns,  not  only  in  the  Government  yardsi 
hut  in  other  works.  Thera  was  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  in  a  few  months  after 
the  best  gnn  was  decided  upon  any  quan- 
tity could  be  produced.  It  would,  there- 
fore, be  perfect  folly  to  provide  themselves 
with  any  large  number  of  guna  wbioh  they 
might  have  to  dispense  with  afterwards. 
He  was  glad  to  see  that  many  valuable 
suggestions  had  been  made  as  regarded 
the  present  system  of  recruiting,  and  the 
first  to  which  he  would  allude  was  that  of 
the  njsfat  hon.  Gentleman  the  Uemher  for 
Huntingdon  (General  Peel),  who  thought 
that  men  should  be  enlisted  for  twelve 
years  instead  of  for  ten.  If  the  present 
aystem  worked  well,  nothing  could  be  s«d, 
but  he  thought  it  did  not  work  well,  and 
that  when  a  pressure  came  it  would  break 
down.'  The  noble  Lord  appeared  to  think 
the  present  system  of  recruiting  good,  and 
its  results,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory. 
That  opinion,  however,  bad  scarcely  been 
endorsed  in  the  debate,  and  it  certainly 
was  not  shared  out  of  doors.  The  fact 
that  the  army  was  at  one  time  no  less  than 
4,000  under  the  establishment  was  not  to 
be  accounted  for  by  any  passing  or  acci- 
dental circumstances,  bearing  in  mind  that 
the  recruiting  staff  were  meanwhile  in  full 
employment.  It  was  a  serious  fact,  not  to 
he  lost  ught  of,  and  the  noble  Lord  went 
a  little  too  for  when  he  suggested  that 
fluetnations  in  the  strength  of  the  army 
were  of  oomparaUvely  little  eonsequence 
aa  long  aa  the  maximum  of  cost  or  num- 
bers was  not  exceeded.  If  wanting  17,000 
tbey  could  only  obtain  15,000,  what  would 
be  the  case  if  they  required  30,000  or 
40,000  ?  The  noble  Lord  must  be  acquitted 
of  having  spoken  disrespectfully  of  the 
British  soldier;  but  there  was  one  of  his 
statements  that  the  evidence  taken  before 
the  Royal  Commission  by  no  means  bore 
out.  The  noble  Uarqsess  stated  that  the 
ordinary  class  of  recruits,  which  might 
almost  be  called  the  sweepings  of  towns,  af- 
forded  a  very  good  class  of  soldier.  Having 
carefully  gone  through  the  whole  of  the 
testimony,  he  oonid  not  find  one  single 
deposition  which  bore  ont  that  assertion. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  witnesses  of  highest 
authority  spoke  with  confidence  of  the  supe- 
riority of  the  men  drawn  finm  the  agricul- 
tural classes.  Sir  George  Wetherall  said — 

"  I  decidedly  prefer  him  (the  asriouUnral  la- 
bourer)— be  is  a  Taftly  superior  man  In  oondoot, 
in  stature,  and  in  ererythlng  else." 
Colonel  Russell,  the  Inspecting  Field  Offi- 
cer of  the  London  district  Mud— 
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"  The  large  namber  of  medioal  rajeotioni  ■howB, 
I  tbink.  very  oonolntiTelj,  tbst  it  is  ao  inferior 
olau  of  tb«  popnlition  frcm  iriikdi  im  attampt  to 
nernit  oararmr." 

Lord  Frederiek  Fanlet,  ipwIciDg  of  the 
Gnards  aaid — 

"  I  pralor  agrionltnral  rMrnlta,  tbej  are  more 
obedient,  better  ^bebaTed,  and  better  aoldiera  in 
•mywaj." 

Hr.  Oodlej.  Aasiitant  Under  Seeretarj 
for  War,  regarded  the  present  system 
of  recroitioff  as  ohjectionable  opoo  eco- 
nomical and  moral  grounds.  *  Uajor  Ge- 
neral Weslej,  of  the  Royal  Harines, 
entertained  the  same  preference  for  agri- 
enlturists  orer  the  inhabitants  of  manufae- 
tnring  towns;  and  nnmerous  other  autho- 
rities might  he  cited  in  support  of  the 
same  view.  It  was  urged  that  increased 
bonotiea  at  onee  stimulated  increased  re- 
emiting,  hut  the  fact  waa  otherwise,  for 
the  limited  class  from  which  recruits  were 
drawn  under  the  present  sjalem,  namely, 
the  idle  and  unemployed  town  population 
was  soon  ezfaanated,  and  when  onee  this 
ocenrred  it  was  only  desorUon  and  not 
reomiting  which  was  stimulated  by  high 
peeoniary  offers,  tf  r.  Donbar.  the  senior 
elerk  to  the  War  Department,  stated  that 
the  desertions  in  1859  were  11,000,  and 
the  oonBoquent  money  loss  no  leas  than 
£22.500.  In  the  year  1858  the  desertions 
were  20,000,  and  the  direct  money  loss 
thereby  entailed  was  the  substaniial  sum 
of  £83,000.  To  obtain  an  increased  and 
a  more  Taloable  sopply  of  reoruits.  it  was 
necessary  to  look  for  them  among  a  dif- 
erent  class— that  was  to  say,  among  the 
militia.  Major  General  Douglas,  Inspector 
of  Uiliiiat  stated— 

"  I  most  U7,  I  Itare  seen  nuuf  regiments  of 
militia  partiealarly  in  ooanties  wbere  I  have  been 
very  mneh  stmok  with  the  magnifleent  obn  of 
men  in  them.  The  rcrj  large  proporUon  of 
agrieaUnriats  of  which  the  nilitia  Is  oompoeed, 
■bows  roe  distinot)?  that  the  militi&  agenoj  woald 
be  Ter;  uMfnl  in  getting  the  agrioiutunU  class. 
Tbe  effective  volooteering  from  the  militia  npon 
the  let  Jnlj,  1858.  oonsbted  of  8I,9TS  dmb  of 
lAum  SS,8M  were  agriealtnral  laboorers." 

Tbe  plan  which  he  {Ur.  O'Reilly)  had 
ventured  to  recommend  in  a  recent  de- 
bate seemed  to  him  best  suited  for  this 
purpose,  that  was  to  say,  attaching  to 
•very  line  battalion  the  corresponding 
militia  battalion  in  its  own  locality,  from 
which,  as  far  as  possible,  it  should  be 
reemited,  and  to  which,  as  to  a  reaerre 
army,  it  should  return  its  seventeen  or 
tiffhteen  years'  service  men  with  a  view 
of  completing  their  tima.    Ho  by  no 


means  put  it  fbrward  as  tba  best  aug- 
gestion,  nor  was  it  one  that  was  to  be 
adopted  in  part.  If  it  was  to  be  adopted 
at  all,  it  must  be  altogethor.  It  would 
be  seen  that  it  consisted  in  three  points 
—first,  that  a  line  battalion  shoald  have 
its  own  miKtia  battalion  attached  to  it; 
secondly,  that  the  militia  battalion  should 
supply  recruits  from  its  own  district  to 
the  line  battalion  ;  and,  thirdly,  that 
permission  should  he  given  to  the  men 
who  had  three  years  to  serve  in  the  line 
battalion  to  complete  their  probation  by 
serving  six  years  in  tbe  militia  battalion. 
His  plan  had  not  been  fully  hrooght  before 
the  Royal  Commission ;  hut  all  its  ele- 
ments had  been  mentioned  by  witnesses 
of  the  greatest  weight,  and  met  with  tbe 
highest  approval.  If  this  were  a  good 
plan,  why  should  it  not  be  tried?  He 
begged  to  say  that  the  Royal  Commission 
on  recruiting  had  neither  adopted  nor 
condemned  it.  The  question  was  put  to 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Dake  of  Cam- 
bridge,  and  he  snid  it  was  a  new  idea, 
and  that  be  did  not  see  much  objection  to 
it.  One  answer  given  by  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Commander-in-Chief  showed 
that  the  prmect  wss  floating  before  bis 
mind.    His  Royal  Highness  was  asked  — 

*'Does  your  BotsI  Higlmess  tUnk  that  it 
would  be  possible  to  eombiae  snoh  a  reserve 
foroe  with  the  militia,  perhaps  not  oonstitnted  as 
it  is  now,  bat  to  make  that  reserve  foroe  a  part 
of  the  militia  t — There  woald  Iw  a  diflloaltj  in 
that ;  because  70a  propose  to  give  a  pension ; 
therefore  I  preenme  that  as  the  men  are  to  liave 
a  penMon  they  would  l»ve  to  be  oonstdered  more 
as  reserves  of  tbe  line  than  a  militia.  We  have 
now  A  great  many  old  soldiers  serving  in  the 
militia,  and  eveir  two  years'  service  of  sergeants 
on  the  militia  staff  go  towards  counting  for  pen- 
sion— men  who  have  oomideted  their  sixteen 
years,  and  have  to  make  up  their  twenty-one,  do 
it  exsotly  in  the  way  your  Royal  Highness  baa 
mentioned.  Then  1  am  not  aware  Uutt  there 
would  be  any  objeotion  to  it.  It  is  a  new  idea 
whioh  I  have  not  mneh  considered,  bat  at  the 
pnsoit  moment  I  do  notseeaoyobjeetion  toit." 

He  ventured  to  hope  that  this  idea  whieh 
hsd  been  thrown  out  three  years  ago  wonid 
receive  more  full  consideration  now.  Sure 
he  was  that  when  the  pressure  of  the 
recruiting  system  came,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  increase  the  number  of  men  on  the 
Estimatea.  the  diflScultj  of  that  aystem 
would  he  doubly  felt. 

LoBD  HOTUAM  said,  that  he  entirdj 
concarred  in  the  approval  so  genmlly  ex- 
pressed as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
nohle  Ifarqnesa  who  represented  the  War 
Office,  bad  performed  the  duty  assigned  to 
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him  that  eTeoing.  Tbe  noble  MarqaoBs  | 
bad  stated  that  sereral  subjects  cooneoted  { 
with  the  armj  had  alreadj  been  discuBsed, 
and  of  these  the  question  of  recruiting  was 
one.  Now,  he  had  listened  to  the  interest- 
ing debate  upon  that  subjeot*  introdnced 
bj  the  hott.  and  gallant  Hember  for  Long- 
ford (Ur.  O'Reillj)  with  a  degree  of  in- 
telligence, candonr,  and  moderation,  that 
must  haTo  struck  OTery  one  that  heard 
him  ;  but  he  thought  it  was  distinotljr  stated 
bj  the  noble  Marquess  that  there  were 
two  reasons  which  rendered  it  unadvisBble 
to  discuss  that  Motion— first,  because  the 
subject  had  been  so  recently  considered  bj 
a  Rojal  Commission ;  and,  secondly,  be- 
eause  another  opportunity  nould  be  afforded 
when  they  came  to  discuss  the  Army  Esti- 
mates. As  he  had  the  honour  of  being  at 
the  bend  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Re- 
eruitiog,  he  wished  to  know  from  the  noble 
Marquess  which  of  the  recommendations 
of  that  Royal  Commission  had  been  adopted 
and  which  rejected  by  the  Oorernment, 
for  the  whole  of  their  recommendations 
had  been  made  with  the  view  of  rendering 
the  system  of  recruiting  more  palatable  to 
those  who  might  be  induced  to  enter  the 
army  ?  He  would  not  go  into  the  much 
debated  question  as  to  the  merit  or  other- 
wise of  tlie  Limited  Enlistment  Act.  He 
had  been  opposed  to  its  introduction,  and 
he  was  opposed  to  it  still.  He,  in  common 
with  many  others,  hoped  the  noble  Earl  at 
the  head  of  the  War  Office  would  giro  his 
serious  attention  to  the  Question.  He  cer- 
tainly concurred  in  the  general  opinion 
that  twelve  years*  enlistment  was  preferable 
to  ten  years  in  order  to  accomplish  an  object 
of  the  greatest  value— namely,  keeping 
our  old  Boldiera.  He  cordially  concurred 
in  what  had  been  said  by  the  noble  Mar- 
quess on  the  alteratioa  of  the  depot  system. 
He  never  understood  the  policy  of  keeping 
in  this  country  the  establishment  of  a 
regiment  in  one  place  and  its  depot  in 
another.  He  had  hesrd  it  asserted  that 
where  a  regiment  and  the  depot  were  in 
the  same  town,  that  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  regiment  hnd  no  more  to  do  with 
the  men  of  the  depot  than  if  they  belonged 
to  another  regiment.  But  it  was  of  material 
consequence,  when  men  were  enlisted,  that 
they  should  get  as  soon  as  possible  to  their 
regiments,  to  learn  their  system,  and  be- 
come aeqaainted  with  those  with  whom  they 
had  to  pass  the  best  part  of  their  Uvea. 
It  was  only  in  this  way  that  men  wonld 
imbibe  the  oprif  de  corps  which  wai  so 
valuable  in  the  army.    He  next  wished 


the  noble  Marquess  wonld  give  him  some 
information  as  to  what  was  otlled  the  Re- 
serve Fund.  What  did  it  mean,  what  was 
its  amount,  what  were  its  objects,  and 
what  was  done  with  it  ?  It  waa  a  military 
fund  under  the  control  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War.  but  covered  with  a  clond 
of  mystery,  and  be  dared  to  say  there  were 
not  five  Members  in  the  House  who  knew 
what  it  meant.  When  he  formerly  asked 
for  information  concerning  it,  he  was  told 
by  the  noble  Marquess  that  the  account 
was  made  up  to  the  end  of  the  financial 
year,  and  he  could  not  undertake  to  produce 
it  before  the  end  of  April.  He  was  at  n 
loss  to  know  why  the  Reserve  Fund,  which 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  finances  of  the 
country,  should  not  be  produced  and  dis- 
cussed with  the  Army  Estimates.  This 
was  the  fund  through  which  commissions 
were  booght  and  sold  entirely  at  the  will 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War.  What 
connection,  theni  wonld  there  be  between 
it  and  the  accounts  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  ?  He  imputed  no  improper 
conduct  with  regard  to  it,  but  he  sometimes 
saw  in  the  Oojsette  that  old  officers  had 
been  obliged  to  purchase  commissions  to 
which  their  services  entitled  them  without 
purchase,  and  then  he  was  told  all  this 
wss  for  the  purpose  of  the  Reserve  Fund, 
He  wanted,  therefore,  to  know  something 
about  its  merits  or  demerits,  its  extent  and 
objects.  His  right  hon.  Friend  (Oeneral 
Peel)  had  referred  to  an  arrangement, 
which  he  said  was  one  of  the  shabbiest 
transactions  he  had  ever  heard  of — namely, 
calling  on  officers  many  years  after  they 
received  commissions  to  pay  the  stamp 
duty  on  them.  He  was  a  living  witness 
who  could  speak  upon  this  point.  He  did 
not  complain  of  the  amount,  bat  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  charge  had  been  made. 
Five  years  after  he  received  his  last  com- 
mission but  one,  he  got  a  tetter  from  a 
high  official  in  the  War  Office,  demanding, 
in  a  most  peremptory  manner,  the  imme- 
diate payment  of  the  stamp  duty  on  his 
commission.  He  had  never  been  asked  for 
it  before  that ;  but,  frum  the  nature  of  the 
letter,  he  almost  anticipated  that  he  was 
going  to  be  exehequered  for  the  nonpayment 
of  it.  He  then  wrote  to  that  official,  now  a 
general  officer,  stating  that  he  had  not  the 
lenst  idea  that  he  was  indebted  to  Her 
Majesty  any  sura  at  all,  and  that  if  he 
would  tell  him  to  whom  he  was  to  pay  the 
money  he  would  lose  no  time  in  doing  so. 
He  received  an  answer  and  paid  the  money 
as  directed.  That  was  now  ^tWMiiBuea- 
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tern  nd  ^^toen  mcNithi  uo;  and  jet  to 
this  dajr  be  had  never  reenved  hii  com- 
miuion.  Wm  that  a  proper  mode  of  doing 
boiinesat  If  a  man  was  allowed  to  go 
fire  years  without  bdng  called  on  to  pay 
for  me  stamp  on  bis  eommisuon,  was  it 
right  that  when  the  Qoremment  got  the 
money  from  him  on  their  orgent  application, 
they  ihould  not  take  the  troahle  to  send 
him  the  commission  T  It  could  not  be  said 
that  they  had  any  diflSculty  in  knowiog 
where  to  send  it,  beeaose  they  knew  well 
enough  where  to  send  when  they  wanted 
the  money.  It  was  neither  official  regularity 
nor  the  eonrtesy  duo  eren  to  the  humblest 
ensign  in  the  serrtoe  that,  after  being 
called  upon  in  peremptory  tenns  to  pay  for 
the  stamp,  the  OoTcmment  would  not  take 
the  trouble  to  send  him  his  cnntmission.  He 
eordiallj  agreed  with  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  forBuekingham  (Sir  Harry  Vemey). 
on  the  subjeet  of  the  Royal  Warrant  which 
neeesritated  a  change  in  the  highest  offices 
of  the  Staff  of  the  army  every  fire  years. 
That  was,  in  his  opinioot  a  very  bad  ar- 
rangement. He  was  ready  to  give  credit 
to  the  late  Lord  Herbert  for  having  done 
many  things  for  the  bene0t  of  the  arniy. 
hut  as  to  the  regulation  in  question,  he 
(Lord  Hotham)  was  bound  to  say  that  his 
late  noble  FHend  never  did  anything  oomnch 
ealeolated  to  impair  its  offioieney.  It  was 
very  difficult  to  find  an  officer  fit  for  the  post 
of  Adjutant  General.  This  officer  was,  in 
point  of  fact,  the  Court  of  Appeal  for  the 
whole  army.  In  order  to  enable  him  to  per- 
form his  daUes  properly  he  ought  to  have 
bad  the  greateet  ezpnience  and  the  greatest 
mmonut  of  service  in  different  parts  of  tlie 
world  where  British  troops  are  stationed.  If 
the  Adjutant  General  was  changed  every 
five  yean,  they  would  never  be  able  to 
obtain  a  man  who  was  bo  conversant  as  he 
ODglit  to  be  with  the  important  duties  at- 
tached to  that  office.  The  moment  he  had 
acquired  the  requisite  fitness  for  his  post, 
be  must  he  turned  adrift,  and  a  successor 
appointed  who  had  everything  to  learn. 
Surely  the  wiser  course  would  be  to  get  as 
good  an  Adjutant  General  as  they  could, 
and  then  be  slow  to  part  with  bim. 

Mb.  WATKIN  said,  with  regard  to 
enlisting  for  the  army,  various  plans  bad 
been  snggested  for  its  improvement,  hat 
he  thongnt  one  bad  been  overlooked— 
namelj,  to  take  advantage  of  the  love  of 
adventure  which  was  the  ebaraeteristio  of 
the  Ang)o>Sazon  race.  There  was  a  por- 
tion of  the  popniation  whieh  were  Inclined 
to  undertake  the  dntiti  of  th*  miUtaqr 


EroflBasIon,  not  from  want  of  pay,  but  from 
»re  of  adventure ;  and  to  that  class  the 
qipeal  should  he  made,  and  little  difSeultj 
would  be  ezperieneed  in  keeping  up  the 
requisite  number  of  men.  With  referenee 
to  the  question  of  guns,  he  thought  that 
the  War  Office  should  first  determme  what 
projectile  they  desired  to  have,  and  then 
apply  to  the  manufacturing  enterprise  of 
the  country  with  a  view  to  see  how  hoKt 
and  most  cheaply  the  guns  to  discharge 
the  projectile  could  be  procured.  If  that 
course  were  adopted,  he  believed  that  ord- 
nance on  which  the  eonntry  could  depend  in 
time  of  war  would  be  procured  in  a  rerj 
brief  space  of  time. 

CoiONBL  GILFIX  was  glad  that  Go- 
vernment intended  to  do  away  with  the 
depot  system,  which  was  both  eipensive 
and  nemieious.  He  oould  not  eougratu- 
late  tnem  for  having  reduced  the  number 
of  men,  as  he  considered  the  army  to  be 
many  thousands  below  the  requisite  stand- 
ard. He  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Wexford  that  the  system  of  recruiting 
had  broken  down,  but  be  could  not  concur 
in  some  of  the  remedies  which  be  sug- 
gested. The  pay  most  be  increased  and 
the  system  of  enlisting  for  ten  years  dis- 
continued, if  they  desired  to  effect  any 
marked  improvement  in  recruiting  for  the 
army.  He  could  not  u[ree  with  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Longford  (Mr. 
O'Reilly)  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to 
send  a  militia  regiment  and  a  regiment 
of  the  Line  to  the  same  county.  The 
14th  regiment  of  the  Line  was  ealled  the 
Buckinghamshire,  and  the  16th  the  Bed- 
fordshire regiment.  He  had  had  the 
honour  of  commanding  the  Bedfordshire 
Militia  for  some  years,  and  daring  the 
Crimean  war  and  the  Indian  mutiny  his 
oorps  volunteered  more  than  a  battalion  to 
the  Line.  Yet  only  one  man  out  of  the 
whole  number  volunteered  into  the  16th 
regiment — the  regiment  connected  with 
the  county.  With  respect  to  what  tbe 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  (Sir  Frederic 
Smith)  had  said  about  Atdershot,  he  must 
say  he  held  him  answerable  for  its  oou- 
Btruction.  The  eoatractor  was  paid  for 
the  best.  The  contract  was  that  the  huta 
at  Aldershot  should  be  oomposed  of  the 
best  materii^ ;  how  then  did  it  happen, 
as  was  aliased,  that  the  best  materials 
were  not  used  in  their  oonstnioUon  Y  It 
vru  sdd  that  a  number  of  rats  infested 
tbe  huts,  hut  before  the  oamp  was  finished 
the  rats  used  to  eomo  around  the  hots  to 
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bones,  and  weiB  to  a  eerlidii  extent  usefbl. 
AlclMthot  WM  a  plue  whwe  »  large  body 
of  troops  eooM  b«  brooghi  together,  and 
for  bis  own  part  be  thought  it  most  nsefal 

to  the  eouDtrj*  in  that  respect.  He  he- 
liered  that  the  eBtablishnient  of  the  oamp 
bad  been  attended  with  good  results,  and 
he  should  be  sonr  to  see  the  bats  remored, 
bot  he  considered  that  the  men  ought  not 
to  be  kept  in  oamp  for  so  long  a  period  as 
two  years. 

Ha.  WALFOLE :  Hy  right  bon.  Friend 
the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  having  ad- 
verted to  the  proposed  gradnal  withdrawal 
of  troops  from  Now  Zealand,  I  wish  to  say 
that,  provided  that  colony  was  in  a  state  of 
peace,  and  that  all  the  diffiealties  of  the 
nnfortnnate  war  which  is  now  being  waged 
there  were  settled,  or  that  the  eokmists  were 
in  a  posititm  to  dilend  themselTes,  I  should 
be  prepared  to  admit  that  the  policy  an- 
nonnced  on  the  part  of  the  Qovemment 
was  that  whioh  it  was  right  to  adopt.  That 
policy  was  first  soggest^  by  the  late  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  and  was  snbseqnently  men> 
Itoned  in  a  despatch  of  the  right  bon.  Gen* 
tleman  (Mr.  Gardwell).  When  my  right 
bon.  Friend  sent  out  the  last  despatch 
which  has  been  laid  on  the  table,  things 
in  New  Zealand  were  no  donbt  in  a  more 
favourable  position  than  they  had  pre- 
viously been,  but  even  then  they  were  not 
such  as  we  eonld  wish,  while  the  aeeoants 
which  we  have  received  to^ay  are  any- 
thing bot  satisfactory.  Now,  I  aboald  be 
sorry  to  impede  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  any  coarse  which  they  may  deem 
it  to  be  tbwr  daty  to  take,  but  we  ought, 
I  tiiink»  to  know  whether  the  withdrawal 
of  these  troops  at  the  present  time  is  a 
measure  which  has  received  the  sanction 
of  General  Cameron.  That  is  the  first 
ipestion  which  1  wish  to  ask  my  right  bon. 
Friend;  and  the  second  is  whether,  in  the 
despatch  which  he  sent  out  intimating  it  to 
to  be  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
withdraw  fite  regiments  at  once  from  New 
Zealand,  there  are  any  conditions  men- 
tioned which  weald  leave  a  discretionary 
power  in  the  matter  in  the  Governor  of 
New  Zealand,  in  General  Cameron,  or  in 
both  together,  in  the  event  of  their  think- 
ing it  neeessary  that  the  troops  shoald  be 
kept  in  the  colony  to  meet  any  emorgeney 
that  might  arise. 

Hi.  CARDWBLL:  Nothing  can  be 
fairer  or  more  reasonable  than  the  qnn- 
tions  whiefa  my  right  hon.  Friend  has  put 
to  me.  TIk  eirenuistanees  of  the  ease  are 
Umm:— Tba  fini  d«fp«Ceh  whieb  oaUedj 


attention  to  Utt  naeessity  of  nealling  onr 
troops  from  New  Zealand  was  that  wbioh 
was  written  on  the  26tb  of  April  last,  in 
whioh  waa  laid  down  the  policy  which  we 
proposed  tbst  the  Government  of  the  colony 
should  pursue.  That  despatch  was  about 
contemporaneous  with  the  termination  of 
the  first  campaign  of  the  war,  while  the 
despatch  now  gone  may  be  said  to  be  oon- 
temporaneons  with  the  close  of  the  se- 
cond campaign.  In  the  course  of  last 
year  I  felt  it  necessary,  on  the  part  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  to  set  fsrth 
in  the  strongest  terms  thst  so  long  as  an 
army  was  kept  in  New  Zealand,  so  long 
the  control  of  the  Home  Oovemment  and 
of  the  Governor — the  representative  of  the 
Queen — over  the  troops  and  military  opera- 
tions must  be  maintained.  To  Uiat  prin- 
ciple we  have  steadily  adhered.  Hy  right 
hon.  Friend,  who  I  have  no  doubt  has 
looked  at  the  despatches  on  the  subject, 
is  aware  that  this  has  led  to  great  contro- 
versy in  New  Zealand;  bnt  when  the  As- 
sembly met  the  new  Ministers  of  the  Go- 
vernor socepted  the  principle  as  fair, 
stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  divided  Government  was  mis- 
chievous ond  troubleiome  in  the  colony, 
while  they  recognized  the  entire  right  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  exercise  a 
reasonable  control  so  long  as  the  war  was 
carried  on  by  Her  Majesty's  troops.  Th« 
then  laid  it  down,  as  the  policy  on  which 
their  Administration  was  formed,  that  they 
would  make  exertions  for  the  regulation  of 
their  own  internal  aAura  with  a  view  to  the 
entire  withdrawal  of  the  Queen's  troops. 
That  policy  we  have  accepted  with  com- 
plete satisfaction,  and  we  found  it  necessary 
to  come  to  a  decision  as  to  what  number 
of  troops  should  be  removed  at  the  present 
moment.  We  have  fixed  the  number  at 
five  regiments,  and  1  have  every  reason  to 
believe  after  the  debate  which  took  placo 
the  other  night  that  onr  proposal  has  the 
approval  of  this  House,  that  it  meets  also 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Ministry  and 
Atsembly  of  New  Zealand,  and  that  it  will 
tend  to  the  benefit  and  pacification  of  the 
eolony.  There  is  not,  I  may  add,  the 
slightest  doubt  in  our  minds  that  this  is 
the  tane  policy  to  parsuOf  but  I  apprehend 
that  in  the  instrnetions  sent  out  my  noble 
Friend  the  Seoretary  for  War  has  left  to 
General  Cameron  a  reasonable  discretion 
as  to  how  he  should  act  in  the  event  of 
any  unforeseen  difficulty  or  dsnger  arising, 
wiUi  regard  to  reuioing  a  certain  number 
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Mb.  WALFOLB  :  Mj  right  hon.  Friend ' 
has  Dot  giren  a  rerj  distinct  anawer  to  the 
queBtioDS  which  I  put  to  him.  I  do  not 
mean  to  dispute  the  jastiee  of  the  policy 
to  which  he  refers,  and  as  to  which  the  in- 
formation jott  giren  is  verf  precise  ;  but 
what  I  am  anzioai  to  know  is  whether  the 
withdrawal  of  the  troo[M  under  present 
eireumstances  is  to  take  place  with  the 
eoncnrrence  of  General  Cameron,  and 
whether,  the  fire  regiments,  being  ordered 
home,  there  are  anj  eonditiona  annexed  to 
the  iDStruetiona  sent  ont  which  wonld  en- 
able the  Ooremor  of  New  Zealand  or 
General  Cameron,  should  thej  deem  it 
necessary,  to  detain  those  troops  in  the 
colony. 

Mb.  CARBWELL:  I  think  I  have 
already  answered  both  those  questions. 
The  withdrawal  of  the  fire  regiments 
is  a  measure  which  was  decided  upon 
not  by  General  Cameron,  but  by  the  Go* 
vernment  at  home.  With  regard  to  the 
tenour  of  the  instructions  oF  my  noble 
Friend  the  Secretary  for  War,  I  can  only 
say  that  I  belioTe  tiiey  are  such  as  to  leave 
auffioient  latitude  to  General  Cameron  as 
to  how  he  should  act  should  unforeseen 
eircnmatanoea  arise  after  the  inatructiona 
were  aent  ont. 

The  Uarqdess  of  HARTINGTON,  in 
replying,  said,  he  was  afraid  that  he  should 
not  be  able  to  ansner  all  the  questions 
which  had  been  put  to  him  in  the  course 
of  the  discussion,  adding  that  some  of  them 
related  to  mere  points  of  detail,  and  could 
be  better  explained  when  the  particular 
Votes  with  which  they  were  more  imme- 
diately connected  came  on  for  considera- 
tion. The  subjects  tojrhich  the  greater 
portion  of  the  observations  which  had  been 
made  that  evening  was  directed  were  re- 
cruiting and  the  operation  of  the  Limited 
Bnlistment  Act;  and  with  regard  to  the 
first  he  must  maintain,  notwithatanding  the 
repeated  eontradiotiona  with  which  the 
atatement  had  been  met,  that  recruiting 
for  our  army  was  not  a  failure,  as  was 
shown  by  the  fact  that  we  obtained  this 
year  15,600  men  with  a  bounty  of  only 
£1  in  operation.  That,  be  believed,  was 
aa  large  a  number  as  bad  ever  been  raised 
with  so  low  a  bounty  and  in  time  of  peace. 
As  to  the  working  of  the  Limited  Enlist- 
ment Act,  he  ne^  only  point  out  that  the 
necessity  for  raising  a  large  number  of  re- 
omits  was  owing  in  a  great  degree  to  the 
increased  numbers  of  our  army,  and  to  the 
bat  that  additional  troops  were  required 
tot  aerviee  in  India.   Tbe  number  of  men 


entitled  to  their  discharge  by  the  expiration 
of  their  term  of  service  this  year  would  be 
8,612.  The  loss  of  men  by  deaths,  deser- 
tion, and  discharges  for  oanses  other  than 
expiration  of  service  last  "year  amounted 
to  11,288.  So  that  of  19,900  men  by 
which  it  was  estimated  the  army  next  year 
would  be  diminished,  only  8,6l2t  or  not 
nearly  half,  would  be  lost  in  conseqnenee 
of  the  Limited  Enlistment  Act.  [Colonel 
Stebs  ;  Inolndtng  India  tl  Including  In- 
<Ua.  It  had  been  found  that  eonaidetably 
more  tbiui  half  the  men  who  took  thetr  dia- 
charges  re-eoliated,  and  ther^ore  it  would 
be  necessary  to  raise  only  about  13,500 
recruits  during  the  ensuing  year,  a  smaller 
number  than  was  obtainedlast  year,  when, 
according  to  the  statement  of  some  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentlemen,  recruiting  was  at 
a  standstill.  Under  these  circumstances, 
be  could  not  see  that  the  system  of  re- 
cruiting had  failed;  or  any  immediate  ne- 
cessity for  the  nnteal  of  the  Limited  En- 
listment Act.  If  recruiting  really  came 
to  a  standstill,  some  other  course  must  be 
taken.  The  bounty  might  be  raised;  and, 
although  there  were  objections  other  than 
6nancial  onea  to  auoh  a  measure,  it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  in  times  of  the 
groateat  pressure  the  raiung  of  the  bounty 
had  procured  a  sufficient  supply  of  reomits. 
It  was  further  said  that  the  men  whom  we 
lost  under  the  operation  of  the  Limited 
Enlistment  Act  were  just  those  whom  we 
wanted  to  retain.  He  denied  that  this  was 
the  case.  The  men  who  sought  their  dis- 
charge at  the  expiration  of  their  period  of 
service  were  not  generally  the  men  whom 
they  were  roost  desirous  to  retain.  The 
instructions  to  commanding  officers  were 
not  to  re-engage  any  men  whose  eharaoter 
or  whose  health  rendered  it  undesirable 
that  they  should  remain  in  the  army;  and, 
therefore,  the  countrv  ought  by  the  ezpirtF 
tion  of  their  term  of  service  to  get  rid  of 
men  whom  from  any  cause  it  waa  not 
desirable  to  retain  in  the  army.  At  the 
aame  time,  he  did  not  deny  that  many  of 
those  who  took  their  discharge  were  men 
whom  it  would  be  desirable  to  keep  in  the 
army,  and  it  was  possible  that  in  the  future 
it  might  be  found  necessary  to  hold  out  to 
them  some  inducement  to  remain.  But  at 
present  the  Government  saw  no  necessity 
for  increasing  the  pay  of  the  men.  It  mast 
not  be  forgotten  that  not  only  would  not 
the  offer  of  an  extra  $d.  a  day  to  all  men 
who  re-enlisted  obtain  for  the  army  all  the 
men  who  now  refused  to  re-eogage,  but 
that  the  extra  pay  would  luute  to  be  driven 
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to  the  60  per  cent  who  nov  re-enlleted 
withont  it.  ai  well  as  to  the  maoh  smaller 
number,  perhaps  20  per  cent,  whom  it 
might  induce  to  oontiane  their  serrice.  He 
preaomed  that  when  Parliament  passed  the 
Liniited  Enlistment  Act,  it  did  so  with  its 
ejes  open,  and  that  when  it  empowered  the 
men  to  olaim  their  discharge  at  the  end 
of  ten  jears  it  contemplated  that  some  of 
them  wotdd  arati  themselfes  of  that  pri- 
Tilege.  It  oonld  not,  therefore,  be  a  reason 
fw  the  repeal  of  the  Aet  that  a  certun 
number  of  men  had  ariUled  themseWes  of 
the  benefits  of  its  prorisions.  He  had 
looked  at  the  debates  which  took  place  at 
the  time,  and  he  saw  that  the  Duke  of 
Wellington,  who  supported  the  Bill,  said 
that  he  would  not  have  done  so  if  he  hod 
thought  that  it  would  deprire  the  serrice 
of  old  soldiers,  whom  he  described  as  the 
backbone  of  the  armj;  but  he  never  said 
that  he  desired  to  have  an  army  composed 
entirely  of  old  soldiers,  and  the  effect  of  the 
Act  as  it  worked  now  was  thst  more  than 
half  the  men  re-enlisted,  and  thus  con- 
siderably more  than  half  of  every  regiment 
always  were  old  soldiers.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Oentleman  the  Member  for  Oxford- 
shire (Colonel  North)  had  referred  some- 
what irregularly  to  a  speech  which  he  bad 
made  upon  this  subject  on  a  previous  oc- 
casion. He  never  intended  to  impale  to 
the  gallant  Gentleman  that  he  desired  to 
impede  reeruiting;  but  he  certainly  under- 
stood him  to  say  that  the  pay  of  our 
soldiers,  not  that  of  the  re-enlisted  ones 
only,  was  totally  inadequate,  and  to  speak 
of  it  as  if  it  was  a  bare  shilling  a  day,  and 
as  if  there  were  no  other  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  entering  the  army;  and  his 
opinion  was  that  if  such  a  statement  was 
ciroolated  throughout  the  country  without 
explanation  it  would  be  exceedingly  pre- 
judicial to  recruiting.  The  K&H'tit  Oen- 
tleman said  that  his  speech  bad  given  great 
pain  to  the  army.  If  that  was  the  ease  he 
eonid  not  take  too  early  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  his  deep  regret  that  anything 
should  have  fallen  from  liim  which  had  had 
an  effect  so  contrary  to  any  that  he  eould 
have  desired  to  produce.  He  certainly  never 
said  or  intended  to  say  that  the  army  was 
composed  of  the  *'  sweepings  of  large 
towns."  All  that  he  said,  or  could  have 
intended  to  say,  was  that  he  agreed  to  a 
certain  extent  with  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Longford  that  the  boanty  sys- 
tem,  especially  when  the  boanty  was  in- 
creased in  times  of  pressure,  must  in  the 
first  instance  sweep  up  recruits  of  a  very 


low  class  from  the  large  towns.  That  was 
a  fact  which  could  not  be  denied.  There 
was  nothing  to  prevent  men  of  bad  charac* 
ter  enlisting ;  and  no  doubt  many  bad 
characters  did  get  into  the  army.  But  he 
did  not  say  that  the  army  was  composed  of 
Boch  characters.  On  the  contrary,  he  said 
that  be  believed  that  entering  the  army 
did  them  good,  and  that  often  after  under- 
going a  course  ci  drill  and  disoipiine  th«r 
eharneters  changed,  and  in  many  instanees 
they  returned  to  the  towns  from  whieh 
they  had  eome  ver^  much  improved  in 
mind  as  well  as  in  body.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Long- 
ford asked  him  whether  the  Horse  Guards 
and  the  War  Office  were  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  state  of  recruiting  at  present. 
The  statement  which  he  mado  the  other 
night  was  the  best  proof  that  they  did  not 
think  that  the  existmg  state  of  things  was 
so  good  that  it  was  not  susceptible  of 
great  improvement.  He  then  stated  that 
moat  of  the  questions  which  had  been 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  were  at 
that  momrat  the  eubjeeta  of  consideration 
by  the  Horse  Guards  and  his  noble  Friend 
the  Secretary  of  State.  No  doubt  the 
War  Department  was  not  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  system  of  recruiting,  but  they  did 
not  think  it  necessary  that  another  Com- 
mission  should  be  appointed.  It  would  be 
much  more  satisfactory  if,  instead  of  being 
short  of  1,000  men,  it  had  to  reject  them 
iti  consequenee  of  having  too  many.  It 
would  be  also  infinitely  preferable  if  they 
could  get  a  better  class  of  men  to  enlist — 
if  they  could  recruit  more  from  the  coun- 
try and  less  from  the  towns.  The  only  re- 
ply  he  oonld  make  to  the  objections  to  the 
system  was  that  it  was  receiving  the  most 
careful  and  anxious  eonsideration  at  the 
bands  of  theWarDepartment.  Anothersnb- 
ject  that  had  apparently  excited  eonsiderable 
attention  was  the  appointment  of  Lord  De 
Ros  to  a  regiment  while  he  retained  his 
former  office  at  the  Tower.  Lord  De  Ros 
obtained  his  appointment  to  the  Tower 
before  the  rule  came  into  force  that 
prevented  an  officer  obtaining  a  regiment 
from  retaining  a  garrison  appointment. 
Exactly  the  same  case  occurred  with  refer- 
ence to  Sir  George  Bowles,  who  was  ap- 
pointed previously  to  the  new  rule  being 
issued,  and  ho  got  his  regiment  and  kept 
bis  appointment.  He  did  not  exactly  see 
to  what  the  right  hon.  Baronet  objeoted— 
whether  he  did  not  wish  Lord  1)»  Ros  U> 
keep  the  eppointmenti|)rzJ9bg«tilGK>^t<! 
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nwnt  It  hftd  been  itated  slreedj  thai 
Lnd  De  Bm  wu  u  officer  who  had  done 
yen  good  eerriee,  although,  anfifftonately, 
ha  mkI  never  had  the  opportomlj  of  being 
in  action.  He  want  to  Tnrlcej  during  the 
Crimean  war,  and  woaM  have  praeeeded  to 
the  Criokea  had  he  not  been  attacked  bjr 
fever  and  laid  up  in  conaeqaeooe.  The 
right  hon.  Barmet  asked  upon  what  prin< 
eiple  the  appointmente  to  regiments  were 
made — whether  npon  the  principle  of  seni- 
ority or  of  serrioe  in  the  field.  He  had 
no  hesitaUon  in  replying  that  they  were 
not  made  eiolnsirelj  npon  either  prinoiple. 
It  appeared  te  liim  reasonable  that  good 
senrice  in  the  field  should  be  the  first  con- 
sideration, yet  it  would  be  toit  hard  if  an 
officer  who  had  not  been  so  fortnnate  as 
to  be  placed  in  a  poutton  in  which  he 
eottld  distinguish  himself  was  to  be  de- 
prived <rf  the  reward  he  was  entiHed  to 
for  long  and  useful  serrices.  To  suggest 
the  adoption  of  sneh  a  principle  would  be 
to  inflict  a  monstrous  injusUce  upon  the 
serriee.  Lord  De  Ros  had  been  psssed 
orer  very  dfien  when  the  claims  of  other 
officers  had  been  superior  to  his  own,  bat 
now  tlie  time  had  arrived  when  he  was 
entitled  to  be  considered.  It  must  be  re- 
eoUeeted  that  the  appointment  to  the  Tower 
was  not  a  military  office,  neither  was  it  a 
sineeure.  as  there  were  many  arduous  duties 
eonneeted  with  it.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Uember  for  Limerick  had  remarked  that 
the  proposed  reduction  in  the  Estimates 
related  merely  to  the  number  of  men,  and 
not  to  the  number  of  ofieers.  That  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  should  have  recol- 
leeted  that  the  redueUon  was  not  made  in 
the  number  of  battalions  but  only  in 
the  men.  and  that  nnless  the  number 
of  battalions  were  reduced  It  was  im- 
possible to  reduce  that  of  the  officers. 
And,  besides  this,  to  reduce  the  number 
of  officers  would  be  to  radically  weaken 
the  army,  as  the  ranks  could  easily  be 
filled  up  in  ease  of  neoessity,  whereas 
officers  could  not  be  found  in  an  emergency 
ready  to  their  hands.  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick,  he  most  remind  hioi 
that  as  the  reduction  of  a  men  only  saved 
the  eountry  between  £40  and  £&0,  the 
redaction  of  4,000  men  could  not  account 
for  the  saving  of  £400,000.  As  regarded 
the  Behweheee,  no  doubt  they  would  re- 
turn to  India  as  soon  as  they  received  the 
order.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Aberdeen  (Colonel  Sykes)  asked  whether 
the  Indian  troops  had  received  orders  to 
return,  to  which  he  replied  that  mcfa 
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ordwB  had  been  sent  out  sii  weeks  nnee. 
Another  subject  referred  to  was  that  of 
the  ehaage  of  the  Adjutant  Genetal  and 
Qnartemaater  Ooiml,  in  aeewdanee  with 
the  easting  rale  every  five  yean.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  there  would  be  aome  dilB- 
:  eulty  in  eicepting  those  o£Soera  frmn*  the 
rule  by  which  the  inferior  officers  oi  that 
Department  were  governed,  but  he  was  sure, 
after  the  ve^  general  expression  of  the  opi- 
nion of  the  House  npon  the  point,  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief and  the  Secretary  of  State 
would  take  the  matter  into  consideration. 
The  only  other  subject  he  had  to  allude  to 
was  Uiat  of  the  stamp  duties  upon  Gommis> 
(Nons.  There  had  been  good  reaaen  for  delay 
in  this  matter,  as  was  well  known  to  many 
hon.  Gentlemen.  That  reason  was  one 
the^  would  not  desire  to  diaenss,  afiisoting 
as  it  did  an  illnstrioua  personage.  The 
right  hon.  ud  gallant  Member  fbr  Hunt- 
ingdon (OeoeraT  Peel)  would,  if  present, 
brar  him  him  out  in  this.  It  was  quite 
true  that  owing  to  an  aoeumnUtion  of 
arrears  there  had  been  considerable  de- 
lay in  the  issuing  of  eommissions;  bnt  this 
was  a  grievance  which  would  be  felt  no 
longer.  The  stamp  duty  did  not  come 
into  the  hands  of  the  War  Department, 
but  the  law  required  that  it  should  be 
paid  before  a  commission  could  be  prepared 
or  issued.  He  wss  not,  however,  aware 
that  any  ease  had  occurred  in  which  an 
officer  had  not  received  his  commission 
sfter  he  had  paid  the  stamp  duty.  Ha 
could  not  understand  how  aoeh  sn  oceur- 
renee  could  have  taken  plaee.  The  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Hotham)  had  asked  him  which 
of  the  reeommendatiena  of  the  Recruiting 
Commission  had  been  adopted  by  the  Go- 
vernment, and  which  had  been  rejected. 
He  held  in  his  hand  the  statement  of 
those  recommendations;  as,  however,  they 
amounted  to  39  in  number,  be  could  not 
think  of  detaining  the  Committee  by  going 
through  them  ;  but  no  doubt  the  noble 
Lord,  as  Chairman  of  the  Commission, 
knew  the  recommendations  to  which  the 
Commissioners  atlaehed  the  greatest 
weight ;  and  if  he  pmnted  them  out  he 
shoold  be  most  happy  to  give  him  every 
Information  respeeti^g  them. 

LOBD  HOTHAM  said,  he  wished  te 
inquire  whether  the  nobU  Marquess  weuU 
let  him  lee  in  private  the  paper  eoutaiaii^ 
the  observations  of  the  Departmut  oo 
these  recommendations. 

Thk  Maeqvsss  or  HARTINGTON : 
Certainly. 

Co«»»  NOETH  ^^^^^ 
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noble  Marquest  had  laid  tlwt  the  army 
was  raornited  from  the  •weemnga  of  tbe 
large  towns  every  gallant  Officer  of  ex- 
perience would  bare  concurred  witb  bim  ; 
but  the  noble  Marquess  had  gone  farther, 
aud  said  that  a«  thej  had  got  so  good  an 
article  from  the  sweepings  of  towns  be  was 
not  sure  that  tbej  should  desire  to  faaTe 
tbe  anny  oomposed  of  a  superior  material. 
He  was  sure  the  noblo  Marqoeu  had  made 
that  statement  inadrertentlj,  «id  he  was 
glad  he  had  giren  bim  an  opportunitj  of 
explaining  it,  for  there  was  no  one  more 
ready  Uian  he  to  do  jostiee  to  the  aeal  and 
abilitj'  with  which  be  (tbe  Harqaess  of 
Hartiogton)  performed  tbe  dnties  of  his 
office,  and  to  his  eonrtesj  towards  the 
Members  of  that  House  on  all  ocoasioos. 
He  only  hoped  that  as  long  as  tbe  present 
GoTemment  remained  in  power  the  noble 
Marquess  might  hold  his  present  appoint- 
ment, and  he  was  sure  tbe  more  he  knew 
of  Uie  Briti^  soldier  the  more  be  woeld 
appreciate  that  nrfdier'a  good  qnalitiea. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

lUtelved,  (1.)  "That  112,477  Land  Forces 
(inelndiog  9.109,  all  ranka,  to  be  cmploTed  with 
the  ThptU  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Oreat  Brl* 
tain  and  Ireland  of  Raiments  ser^f  In  Her 
Mi^ty's  Indian  PoMewioni.y 

AmoJM;  (SJ  "  That  178  Nattva  Indian  Troops 
(belongiiij!  to  Her  MajMj't  Nati*e  Indian  Armj, 
to  be  sBiMrtrined  bajrood  tfae  limits  of  Hn>  Ma- 
jesty's fodiaa  PosssssiMU.)" 

The  Marquess  of  HARTINOTOK  said, 
he  hoped  that  the  Committee  would  now 
allow  him  to  take  tbe  Vote  for  troops, 
amounting  to  j65.434,d67,  reserring  farther 
dtseassion  for  other  items. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  sam,  aot  noeedtag  £Ji,4Mfi97,  be 
granted  to  Her  M^eetr,  to  defray  tbe  Cbsrge  of 
the  OsnenI  Staff,  and  Regimental  Pay,  AIIow- 
anoes,  and  Cbargei  of  Her  Msjflttj''i  Land  Ferees 
at  Home  and  Abroad,  exeloKre  of  India,  iriiich 
will  eoDM  la  eoorse  of  m^smM  doing  the  year 
ending  on  the  81st  o^  of  HMnik  1866,  In- 

Sol  JOHN  TRELAWMT  adccd.  vbe- 
ther  diia  item  inoladed  the  pay  af  the 
Mmot  General  attached  to  the  Foot  Onuda. 

The  MmuBSS  ov  HARTINOTOX  said* 
that  it  did. 

Sir  JOHN  TBELAWNT,  under  these 
eiroomstances,  must  moTO  the  reduction  of 
the  Vote  by  a  sum  of  £691  19«.  7(2.,  the 
amount  paid  to  that  officer.  The  In^tee- 
tor  General  of  Infantry  bad  been  soper- 
eeded  attMcther.  Th«  extstmce  of  an 
Inspeelor  ueoaral  of  the  Breads  of  Chiards 


was  nothing  more  than  an  abntet  and  yet 
it  was  retained.  It  was  beliered  that  the 
office  had  been  created  to  reward  an  old 
soldier.  He  b^^  to  more  the  redao> 
Uon  of  tbe  Vote  by  the  aoHNnit  ha  had 
mentioned. 

WhereapOD  MotioD  made,  and  Qnestibo, 
propoeed, 

"That  tbe  Item  of  £891 19t.7A,lbrlheXi(Jor 
General  Machsd  te  the  Foot  Gosris,  be  omitted 
from  tbe  pt^osed  TOte."  iSU-  Jckm  S^nOemt^.) 

Six  HARRY  YERNBT  remarked,  that 
if  the  Inspector  General  of  the  Brigade 
of  Guards  bad  not  as  much  duty  as  he 
ooald  perform  the  troops  at  Colchester 
might  be  placed  under  him. 

The  Maboosss  of  HARTINGTON  said, 
that  the  appointment  of  a  Major  General 
to  inspeot  tbe  Guards  had  frequently  been 
discussed  in  that  House,  and  tbe  decision 
come  to  bad  been  in  faronr  of  eontinoing 
the  appointment.  Good  reason  bad  been 
shown  for  abolishing  tbe  appointment  of 
Inspeotor  General  ^  Infontry  ;  bnt  maoh 
inconremenee  had  been  felt  befm  tfae  ap- 
pointmat  of  a  Major  General  to  inspect 
the  Foot  Guards. 

Mb.  DAWSON-DAMER  said,  that  the 
Brigade  of  Gnards  was  really  a  division, 
consisting  of  seren  battalions  ;  and  con- 
sidering that  a  dirision  of  the  army  in  tlie 
field  comprised  only  six,  it  was  only  com- 
mon sense  that  the  so-called  brigade  ahonid 
be  under  tbe  eommand  of  a  General. 

CoLOsn.  DUNNE  remarked,  that  hon, 
Gentiemcn  who  were  in  faronr  of  the 
maintenance  of  this  office  appeared  to  for- 
get that  there  were  three  colonels  to  in- 
spect tbe  battalions  of  Foot  Guards.  He 
thought  the  Cbaiman  ought  to  be  direeted 
to  report  Prtwress. 

COLOKBL  NORTH  was  of  opimon  that 
a  Lientenant  General  instead  of  a  Major 
General  ought  to  have  been  appmnted  as 
Inspector  General  of  tbe  Foot  Gnards. 
In  any  other  army  thia  would  have  been 
the  case. 

CoLOVBL  GILPIN  obeerred,  that  the  line 
was  eommanded  by  general  officers.  Tbe 
abolition  of  the  office  of  Inspector  General 
of  Infantry  had  referenee  solely  to  depot 
battalions. 

Sib  JOHN  TRELAWNT  said,  that  no 
good  reason  had  been  shown  for  the  main- 
tenanee  of  thia  office. 

Question  put ;  —  The  Committee  dioi' 
aed  .—Ayes  27  i  Noes  47 :  Majority  20. 

Colohel  DUNNE  mored  that  the  Chair- 
man report  progressT^fg^ti^g^^^GoOgle 
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yisoovKT  PALMERSTON  Baid,  that 
though  the  majoritj  of  the  House  was 
oleany  io  farour  of  goiog  on.  jet,  as  there 
appeared  to  be  several  hon.  Gentlemen 
among  the  minoritj  who  had  still  obserra* 
tions  to  make  on  this  Vote,  perhaps  it  would 
be  better  to  report  Progress.  The  Army 
Bstimates,  howevw,  would  be  taken  to- 
morrow, as  the  moneur  was  wanted. 

To  report  Progress,  and  ask  leare  to  ut 
again. 

Reiolntiona  to  be  reported  l^^morrom. 

Committee  also  report  Progress  ;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow, 

COLONIAL  KAVAL  DEFBNOE  BILL. 
[bill  «.]  COMMITTEE. 

Bill  con^d^td  in  Committee. 

Hb.  ABDERLET  expressed  his  ap- 
proval of  the  Billf  which  he  believed  to  be 
the  beet  measure  relating  to  the  colonies 
that  had  been  passed  during  his  Parlia- 
mentary experience.  The  old  system  of 
goreming  the  eoloniea  from  Downing  Stteet 
bad  passed  away  and  a  new  system  had 
been  introduced,  which  had  l^tthe  colonies 
a  burden  and  embarrassment  upon  the 
mother  country  and  a  source  of  danger  and 
weakness  in  time  of  wu.  The  recent  ex- 
ample of  the  Canadian  volunteers  showed 
how  excellent  a  feeling  pervaded  our  colo- 
nies, and  it  was  surprising  that  it  should 
be  only  now  that  a  Bill  should  be  proposed 
to  give  power  to  the  colonies  to  provide 
vessels  of  war,  weapons,  and  volunteers  for 
their  own  defence.  He  thought  the  Bill 
was  one  which  reflected  the  highest  credit 
upon  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  it  would  prove  most  bene- 
ficial both  to  this  eonntiy  and  to  the  colo- 
nies. 

Mb.  harsh,  as  a  oolonisk,  also  ex- 
pressed his  thanks  to  tiie  right  him.  Gentle- 
man for  this  most  valuable  measure.  He 
expressed  an  opinion  that  the  defence  of 
the  colonies  must  depend  muuly  upon  the 
navy,  especially  by  vessels  capable  of  run- 
ning into  shallow  water — such  vessels  as 
eould  well  be  manned  by  volunteers. 

Mb.  cave  said,  on  Clause  6,  that  the 
idea  of  colonies  furntstiing  ships  to  the 
mother  country  might  seem  extravagant, 
but  that  during  the  old  French  war  in  the 
time  of  Lonis  XVI,,  the  idand  of  Bar- 
hadoes  placed  a  frigate  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Crown,  and  the  same  example  might 
be  fdlowed,  if  needful,  hereafter,  by  the 
great  and  rieh  eolomes  ve  now  posiwBsed  in 
othtf  parts  of  the  world. 


Hb.  CARDWELL  acknowledged  the 
expressions  of  approval  with  which  this 
Bill  had  been  received.  The  object  of  the 
measure  was  to  extend  to  the  colonies  the 
benefits  of  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve,  and 
to  enable  them  to  place  ships  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Crown.  It  would,  he  hoped, 
be  the  foundation  of  a  naral  foroe  main* 
tained  by  the  energy  and  at  ihe  expense 
of  the  oolonies,  eonstituting  a  most  valu- 
able addition  to  the  Imperul  defences. 

Bin  rsporlft^  without  Amendment. 

Hons  a^ljonmed  at  One  o'dbok. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Friday,  March  17, 1865. 

MINUTES.]— Prouo  Bills— AV«(  Rea^m— 

Perth  Prontional  Order  CoiiBnimtioa*(88). 
CofMntOM-— Indtutrul  Eibibitions*  (38). 
Alport— Indurtrial  EzUUtwas  •  (38). 

Their  Lordships  met;  and  having  gone 
through  the  Business  on  the  Paper,  without 
Debate, 

HoQSS  a^ionnwd  at  r  qoarter  put 
Five  o'eloi^  to  Mond»7  nest, 
Eleven  o'olodu 


HOUSE  OF  GOUHONS, 

IHday,  March  17,  1865. 

MINUTES.]— SsLiai  CoiounBi  —  On  Taxa- 
tion of  Ir^ud  nmimttd. 
Ssfflt— eoMiAmi  m  Cowtmittte  Cwnnrfttse— 

K.P. 

AMoftOtbiu  [March  16.}  reported, 

FuBUO  Bilu — Rttolutiolu  in  CmmiMM— Cbem< 
lats  and  Dmgpst*.* 

Ordered— Unliaj  * ;  Eatt  Indu(GoTemor  Gene- 
ral'! Powera,  Ac.)*;  Ernst  India  Bi^CoorU*; 
ChemUta  and  Draggigta.* 

F%r$t  Reading—  Eaat  India  (Governor  GnienU's 
Powers,  Ao.)  *  [70]  ;  East  India  H%b  CoorU  * 
[77]  i  Cbemiata  and  Dra«;iato*  [78]:  Mntin?. 

Seeond  Iteadina-~Viuon  oSatn  (inland)  SapMS 
annoation*  [53]. 

Committee  —  Bank  Notes  Issue*  [191 ;  CowoU- 
dat«lFund(£17S,80O).* 

Amort— Bank  Notes  Isane  *  [12] :  Consolidated 
Fond  (£170,680).* 

Contidered  at  amended — QoaliBeatioo  for  Offloea 
Abolition*  [03]. 

Third  ^iMtiii^^— Colonial  Naval  Dofcooe*  [511 : 
MetMDoUtan  Mala  Dniasfs^ktaorion^ri, 
and  paeeei.       Digitized  by     (JDg  1^  * 
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ADUmiSTRATION  OF  JUSTICE  IN 
IRELAND.— QUESTION. 

CoLOiTBL  GREYILLE  said,  M  the  qtiM- 
tion  wbieh  he  withed  to  put  wu  one  of 
eonndorable  importanee,  and  it  wonid  be 
neeesauj  to  imBr  to  eertain  itatementa 
made  by  the  rieht  hon.  Baronet  the  Chief 
Seeietary  for  ueland  in  reply  to  an  hon. 
Member  last  night,  he  wonid,  with  the 
permiMion  of  the  Hoate,  make  a  few  re- 
marks bj  way  of  introdaelioD,  and  to  put 
hioiBelf  in  order,  he  should  oonelade  by 
moving  the  adjoamment  of  the  House.  It 
appeared  that  at  the  County  of  Down 
Assises  certain  persons  were  charged  with 
haring  been  engaged  in  a  riot.  The  riot  had 
taken  place  between  Protestaota  and  Ro- 
ma  Catholics,  and  the  men  of  one  party  only 
had  been  made  amenable  to  justice.  The 
statement  given  in  The  2%hm  was  that — 

"  One  of  tb«  witnessst,  who  said  that  his  sod 
had  been  beaten  and  stmck  with  a  stone,  was 
Bsked  why  be  did  not  tell  the  magistrates  at  the 
time,  to  whioh  he  answered,  'I  did  ;  but  the  ma- 
gistrates don't  want  to  hear  anj  but  one  side  of 
the  case.'  On  thia  Uie  Jndge  remarked, '  It  is 
nry  like  it,  apon  mj  word.'  The  jorjr  acqaitted 
the  priionera.  In  his  charge  his  Lordship  said, 
'  They  liad  now  beard  tbe  whole  ease,  and  be  must 
say  that  he  was  very  much  disgusted  with  the 
way  in  which  justioe  was  administered  in  tbe 
eouoty  of  Down.  Both  parties  aboold  have  been 
arrested,  and  there  abonld  Iuts  been  an  iovesti- 

Etion.  Certainly,  those  who  used  guns  should 
Tfl  been  found  out  and  put  upon  ttieir  trial.  Tbe 
charge  against  the  men  in  the  dock  was  that 
tliey  were  guilty  of  illegal  assembly  and  were  i 
present  as  rioters.  He  was  only  sorry  that  he 
had  not  enough  of  both  parties  before  bim — tbe 
ringjeaders,  and  if  the  jury  would  only  do  ttieir 
duty  and  find  a  whole  lot  of  both  sides  guilty  be 
wonld  then  know  bow  to  deal  wi^  tbem.  .  .  . 
He  would  oofy  that  be  Miould  take  tbe  eariiesfe 
opportanity  of  informing  tbe  GoTSmment  of  this 
ease  and  asking  for  an  inqnii?.  As  hr  as  he 
oonld  gather  from  the  eridenoe  it  was  a  gross 
perrersioo  of  duty  on  the  part  of  those  who  sent 
tbe  traTorsers  for  trial.  If  they  expeoted  to  bave 
tbe  eonn^  wbsn  natters  wore  endoetsd 
s  wi^  it  was  uttarfy  impossibW  " 

He  (Colonel  Greville)  had  given  notice  of 
the  question  whioh  he  was  about  to  put  on 
Tuesday  last,  but  in  the  meanwhile  notiee 
was  given  of  a  similar  question  by  an  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Ur.  Darby  Griffith), 
and  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member,  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  stated  thai— 

"  Chief  Justice  Monaban  had  not  yet  sabmitted 
any  Report  to  tbe  Government  on  tlte  sobjeot. 
Tbo  hon.  Gentleman  had  antioipated  tbe  question 
whioh  was  to  be  pat  to-morrow  by  tbe  bon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  for  Longford,  and  he  hoped  on  that 
oeoasioo  to  be  able  to  give  information  which  be  was 
Viable  to  do  at  present."— [8  ffantard,  olzxvii. 
I7M.]   

VOL.  0UL2LY1I.   [xHiBD  skbhs.] 


If  that  had  been  all,  he  should  not  have 
made  a  single  remark  upon  the  subjeet,  bnt 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  went  on  to  say— 

"  He  did  not  tbhik,  tbenfora,  that  Chief  Jos- 
ties  Monaban  was  jnstiflad  in  si^nsr  that  than 
bad  besn  in  that  ease  a  partial  adnunistvation  of 
jastioo.''-{iNA3 

So  that  the  right  bon.  Oenfleman  had 
obaraeteriied  the  remarka  of  the  Judge  as 
unjostifiable.  Now,  it  eertainly  appeared 
to  him  (Colonel  Greville)  that  it  waa  a  very 
strong  proceeding  for  a  Minister  in  that 
House,  without  waiting  ontil  the  Judge 
had  made  his  Report,  or  hearing  what  he 
had  to  say  upon  the  subject,  to  have 
eharaeteriaed  the  remarka  of  the  Judge  as 
unjustifiable.  That  House  did  not  like  to 
condemn  any  man  unheard,  and  what, 
therefore,  would  they  say  to  this  proceeding 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  when  they  took 
into  aeeount  that  the  Chief  Justice  had  no 
power  of  defending  himself  in  that  House  ; 
that  he  had  made  no  Report,  and  that  the 
GoTemment  had  no  information  upon  the 
subject.  It  appeared  rather  a  strong 
measure  for  a  Minister  to  make  aneh  re- 
marks upon  one  of  the  most  able,  impartial, 
and  distinguished  Judges  on  the  Bench. 
He  would  now  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  Whether  the  attention  of 
the  Government  has  been  called  to  the 
statements  made  at  the  late  Assises  for  the 
County  Down  by  the  Chief  Justice  relative 
to  the  administration  of  justice  in  that 
county,  and  what  steps  the  Government 
bfive  taken  with  reference  thereto  ? 

Sir  JAMES  FURGUSSON  said,  he 
would  beg  to  second  the  Motion  for  ad- 
juornment,  bnt  he  moat  be  permitted  to 
observe  that  on  a  night  like  thb  when 
Supply  was  on  the  paper,  and  hon . 
Members  had,  therefore,  an  opportunity  of 
calling  attention  to  questions  in  which  they 
felt  an  Interest,  his  bon.  and  gallant  Friand 
had  departed  from  the  usual  eourse.  In- 
stead of  simply  asking  a  question,  bis  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  had  anticipated  the 
proper  time  for  bringing  on  this  subject  by 
moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  QoesUon  proposed, 
"Thst  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 

{Coionel  CfreviUs.) 

Sir  ROBERT  FEEL:  Sir,  what  1 
stated  last  night— and  the  Hoese,  I  feel 
eertaio,  will  confirm  me  in  the  statement- 
was  that  I  bad  that  morning  seen  tlie  High 
Sheriff  of  the  eoan^,  who  informed -me 
that  when  thia  ease  came  before  the  Patty 
Sesuons  there  wera  npon  tha^^eneh  two 
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Roman  Catholie,  two  ProtwtaDty  and  t«o 
PretbTterian  raagiitratoB,  aad  tbat  thejf 
ananimooaly  decided  that  there  waa  no 
case  M  agMDSt  the  FroteatantSt  but  that 
there  ma  a  cau  m  againit  the  Roman 
Cathidios.  The  Roman  Oatholies  were  ae<- 
oordiogly  tried  before  Chief  Justice  Hona- 
han,  and  were  acquitted.  I  stated  that 
the  Goteniment  hiid  reeeired  no  informa- 
tion from  the  Chief  Jualiee,  and  I  beliere 
np  to  thia  moment  ha  has  made  no  Report. 
I  founded  the  remarks  wfaieh  I  made 
apon  the  obserrations  of  the  Chief  Jaatice, 
for  whom  I  entertain  the  highest  Respeot; 
upon  the  information  which  I  had  reeeired 
from  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  eouDtj>  and 
u{H>n  bis  assertion.  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther I  may  be  now  allowed  to  answer  a 

Jaestion  put  to  me  last  erening  by  the  hon. 
[eaiber  for  the  King's  Conutj  (Mr.  Hen* 
neaay)  with  reference  to  the  case  of  an 
Irish  gentleman  who  has  been  aubjeoted  to 
a  vary  serere  punishment  for  "  coshering." 
fRie  fiMts  of  the  ease  are  these : — There  is 
an  Aet  of  Parliament  in  force  in  Ireland 
bearing  spnnally  upon  these  eases — it  is 
the  6  Aitm  e.  11 — and  it  proTides— 

"  For  the  more  effiMtnal  soppressiog  Tories  and 
Rapparees,  ud  for  prerenting  persons  beoomiog 
Torifli,  or  retorting  to  tbem." 

This  Act,  passed  in  the  6th  year  of  Queen 
Anne — Qneen  Anne  must  have  been  a  rery 
liberal  person — went  on  to  say — 

"  All  loose,  idle  ngnuita,  and  soeh  as  pretend 
to  be  Irish  seotlemen  and  will  not  irork,  nor  be- 
take themseires  to  *aj  honest  trade  or  liTelihood, 
bat  wander  aboat  dennndiiig  rictaals,  and  eosher- 
iog  from  house  to  honae  aaong  their  fbaterera, 
followers,  and  others,  shall,  apoo  the  preaentoient 
of  the  grand  jarjr,  be  sent  to  triaL" 

Now.  it  so  happened  that  in  the  eonnty  of 
Kilkenny  there  was  a  Tory  or  Bapparee, 
who  had  no  ooeupation,  and  was  always 
ineddHng  with  respectable  persons  who 
wca>e  better  proTidecl  for.  This  man  was 
laryiDg  block  mail  throughout  the  eonntry. 
and  it  was  thongbt  neoesaary  to  proaeonte 
him.  The  grand  jury  preaented  him,  uid 
the  man  was  tried  before  Buon  Hi^es 
and  found  guilty  of  this  conduct.  He  was 
sentenced  to  penal  aerritude  for  a  great 
number  of  years  unless  he  could  find  secu- 
rity for  his  future  good  behaTioor.  The 
Judge  had  no  altematire  whatCTor  but  to 
pat  the  Aet  of  Parliament  in  foroOf  and  I 
am  informed  by  many  respectable  persons 
in  Ireland  that  they  think  it  a  rery  good 
Aet,  and  that  the  eonrotion  of  this  person 
gare  infinite  satisfotttion  to  a  vast  number 
<tf  penoaa  who  wen  not  Twioi.   In  con- 


sequence  of  the  remarks  made  by  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend,  I  hare  sent  for  a  Copy 
of  the  Information  and  the  Indictment,  and 
I  am  not  aware  that  any  other  step  can 
be  taken.  The  Act  of  Pariiament  is  not 
repealed,  and  of  course  the  Judge  haTing 
no  alternative  but  to  follow  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament, did  oommit  thia  man  for  a  term  of 
seren  years  unless  he  foond  two  anretiea* 
I  think,  to  the  amount  <rf  £10. 

Ur.  HENNBSST  said,  that  the  Hovse 
had  no  doubt  been  rery  mneh  amused  by 
the  statement  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  ;  but  he  ventured  to  think  that  it 
waa  the  dntr  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to 
inform  the  Bouse  that  if  the  Act  waa  such 
as  he  described  it,  it  ought  to  be  repealed. 
The  man  was  begging  from  house  to  boose. 

Sib  ROBERT  PEBL  :  Pardon  me;  he 
waa  not  begging  from  house  to  house,  but 
was  levTing  black  mail  on  the  inhabitanta 
of  the  district,  and  forcing  them  to  sn[^ly 
bim  with  victuals. 

Mr.  HENNESSY:  That  was  «videntiy 
out  of  the  question.  The  man  waa  con- 
victed OS  a  TBgrant,  and  sentenced  to  seven 
years*  penal  servitude.  The  people  of  Ire- 
land were  aware  that  there  were  diffsrsnt 
lavs  for  the  treatment  of  the  poor  in  their 
country  and  in  England,  and  they  would 
find  with  surprise  that  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, in  alltraiog  to  a  transaction  of  that 
description,  had  not  thought  proper  to  ex- 
press any  condemnation  of  the  law,  but 
bad  merely  made  it  the  subject  of  a  joke. 
In  the  absence  of  any  intunotion  oi  the 
intentions  of  the  Government  upon  that 
subject,  he  wished  to  give  notice  that  he 
would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
repeal  the  Act  in  question. 

Ma.  SCULLY:  I  beg  to  soy  a  few 
words  in  refereooe  to  the  speech  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  —  for  whom, 
everyone  knows,  I  entertain  the  greatest 
possible  respeet.  Bnt  I  think  he  traced 
this  question  of  the  bon.  and  galini  Ifam- 
ber  for  Longford  (Colonel  OreviUe)  with 
less  than  the  respect  it  was  entitied  to, 
because  he  gave  it  the  go-by  'altogether. 
In  the  statement  which  he  made  lost  night 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  actually  anuhbed 
the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas, 
Now,  I  venture  to  say  that  he  has  oome 
across  a  very  ugly  customer  when  he  at- 
tempts to  snub  learned  Judge.  And 
I  fnrtiier  venture  to  say  that  the  Chief 
Justice  did  not  make  the  statement  whieh 
he  is  reported  to  have  made  without  know- 
ing why  he  made  it;  and  I  think  that  if 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Irelaad  knew,  hia 
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4atj  he  wonld  wniTiei  Mune  of  the  OmUe- 
neu  who  bU  on  tbe  BtoeliM  near  him  of 
being  Toriei  who  will  not  work.  Thej 
wiU  do  nothing  for  ns,  and  politieetlj  thej 
are  "oocherers,"  and  **  gentlemen  who 
won*t  work."  Therefore,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  need  not  go  to  Ireland  tolook  for 
eoiherert  and  Tones;  be  has  them  bj  his 
aide.  Thej  get  there  hj  aome  pretenee 
or  other,  and  when  the;  succeed  in  dmng 
that  thej  will  not  work.  So  that,  politi- 
oally  speaking,  ereir  one  of  them  la  a  Torj 
and  a  rapparee.  The  oolj  one  of  them 
that  does  aojthing  for  his  liring  is  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Ub.  BAILLIB  COCHRANE  rose  to 
order.  He  wished  to  know  whether  the 
hon.  and  |^laat  Member  for  Longford,  in 
patting  fau  qneatioo*  waa  jnsti6ed  in  Bor- 
ing the  adjoamment  of  the  Honae  f 

ICb.  speaker  said,  that  the  Home 
had  reserved  to  its  llembera  the  right  of 
moTiog  the  adjonmment. 

Ha.  SCULLY  :  I  quite  agree  with  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  practice  is  irre- 
gular; hut  the  fact  is  power  is  so  irrega- 
larlj  exercised  here  that  we  are  shut  out 
on  ordiuarj  occasions,  and  have  irregularlj 
to  avail  ourselves  of  irregular  Motions  made 
bjr  irregular  Gentlemen  like  the  hon.  and 
galUot  Member.  I  have  onlj  to  repeat 
Uiat  as  oosheriog  and  doing  nothing  la  an 
irregular  offence,  the  political  Tories  and 
rapparees  who  occupy  the  Government 
Beuohes  ought  to  he  tried  and  convicted 
for  that  crime. 

Mb.  darby  GRIFFITH  said,  he 
wiahed  to  explain  that  when  he  had  given 
notice  of  the  question  he  had  pnt  jeaterdaj 
he  had  not  been  aware  that  a  similar 
notioe  had  prertouslj  been  given  hj  the 
boo.  and  gallant  Member  for  Longford.  If 
he  bad  been  aware  of  the  fact  he  eertaintj 
should  not  have  anticipated  the  bou.  and 
gallant  Gentleman. 

Mr.  HADFIBLB  aaid,  he  believed  it 
was  time  that  there  should  he  a  Committee 
to  revise  all  tboae  old  Aeta  of  Farlia- 
ment. 

Uation,  by  Ioato,  wStkiramm* 

PATENT  AKD  CLOSE  ROLLS  OF 
IRBLAND.— QUESTION. 

Mk.  LONGFIBLD  said,  be  wished  to 
ask  the  Seeretarj  of  the  Treasorj,  If  Mr. 
Morrin  has  been  empowered,  in  accordance 
with  the  reeommendationa  of  the  Report  of 
Menri.  Brewer  and  Hardj,  to  eontinne 
the  publication  of  the  Patent  and  Gloae 


Rolls  of  Ireland  np  to  and  indndhig  (3uhw 
of  the  reign  of  Jamea  the  Firat  t 

Mk.  peel  aaid,  in  replj,  that  Hr, 
Hardj  and  Hr.  Brewer,  after  making  a  full 
inquiry,  had  reoommended  that  Mr.  Mor- 
rin should  be  allowed  to  continue  his  pub- 
lieationi  down  to  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
First,  and  that  as  regarded  the  volumes  he 
had  already  published,  he  should  prepare  a 
table  of  errors  and  also  an  index.  Both 
these  recommeodattoas  were  adopted  by 
the  Treasury,  and  Mr.  Morrin  was  at  pre- 
sent engaged  in  preparing  the  table  of 
errors  and  the  index.  But  he  requested 
that  he  should  not  be  required  to  bring 
these  records  down  to  a  lower  period  tlian 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  Krat. 

OAKDBN8  IN  HTDB  PARK. 

Hr.  BLACKBURK  said,  he  would  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works, 
Whether  the  part  of  Hyde  Park  behind 
Apaley  House,  ahnt  off  from  the  rest  of  the 
Parit,  and  nsed  as  a  garden,  is  leaeed,  or 
may  at  onee  be  openM  fbr  the  nae  of  ths 
public  f 

Ha.  COWPBR  replied,  that  the  inelo- 
sure  in  question  was  not  a  part  of  the  Park, 
and  had  not  been  made  the  subject  of  any 
lease  or  agreement.  The  persons  residing 
in  the  neighbourhood  were  allowed  to  use 
the  garden  on  the  payment  of  an  annual 
sum  of  three  guineas,  which  went  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  garden.  But  no  en- 
gagement was  entered  into  with  them 
beyond  the  year  for  vhieh  their  anhaerip- 
tion  was  paid. 

ABHT-THE  VAB  OFFIOB. 
QVBvnoir. 

Sib  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTE  said, 
he  wished  to  Mk  the  Under  Seeretery  of 
State  for  War,  Whether  he  wilt  lay  upon 
the  table  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
which  has  been  inquiring  into  the  organi- 
sation of  the  War  Office? 

Tas  Mabqvxss  of  HARTINGTOK 
replied,  that  the  final  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Organization  of  the  War 
Offiee  waa  not  yet  brought  in,  bat  he  hoped 
to  be  able  to  lay  on  the  t^le  of  the  Hoose 
all  tho  Reports  in  the  eourao  of  nut  week. 

INDU^AFFAIRS  OF  OUDE. 
anwnov. 

Lord  STANLEY  aaid,  he  would  beg 
to  ask  the  Seeretary  of  Stata>for  la^a, 
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Whether  he  is  prepared  to  laj  on  the  table, 
together  with  the  papers  relating  to  Oude 
ItffairB,  anj  opinion  which  may  have  been 
recoriled  by  Hembers  of  the  Coanoil  of 
India  ? 

StB  CHARLES  WOOD,  in  roplj.  said, 
he  wonld  do  ao  when  he  made  his  uiancial 
statemeot 

SUPPLY. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Qoeition  proposed, 
*'  That  Ifr.  Speaker  die  now  leare  the 
Chair.** 

POLAND.— RESOLUTION. 

Mb.  HENNESST  rose  to  more  the 
Besolution  of  which  he  had  given  notice— 

"Whereas  the  Rnsaian  GoTwnnMDt  shows  its 
determination  to  set  at  songht  the  enguMnents 
it  oontraoted  in  1810  respecting  Poland :  Whereas 
the  reepeot  of  those  engagements  was  the  condi- 
tion on  wfaiidi  Uie  Powers  of  Ennm  ooniented  to 
reeognixe  ai  lawfiil  tbt  ponesuon  07  the  Rnssian 
Tsar  of  the  greatest  part  of  ancient  Poland, 
This  Hoase  cannot  any  longer  abstain  from  pro- 
claiming that  the  violation  of  those  engage* 
ments  implies  the  forfeiture  bj  the  Tsar  of  all 
right  to  snob  dominion,  and  also  of  all  right  to 
any  fiather  payment  hj  this  country  of  the  an- 
DQftl  sam  conceded  to  Russia  under  the  name  of 
the  Russo-Dntch  Loan,  that  payment  having 
been,  in  1815,  undertaken  to  be  made  during  the 

g«oe  of  one-hundred  years,  In  consideration  of 
nssia  &ithfully  cooperating  in  the  maintenance 
of  the  stipulations  of  the  same  Treaty  of  IBIS," 

The  hen.  Member  sud,  that  when  some 
jears  before  the  recent  war  in  Poland  he 
took  the  liberty  of  asking  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  conduct  of  the  Russian 
Government,  the  noble  Earl,  now  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  then 
Lord  John  BuBsell,  stated  that  the  subject 
was  one  to  which  it  was  desirable  uat 
attention  should  be  called.  Since  then 
events  of  great  importance  bad  occurred 
in  Poland — events  so  instructive  that  he 
thought  it  expedient  that  an  early  oppor- 
tunity should  be  taken  of  reviewing  what 
had  happened,  so  that  the  House  might 
nnderatand  the  position  in  which  this  eoan- 
try  was  placed  with  regard  to  our  engage- 
menta  on  behalf  of  Poland.  Poland  was  a 
Bulject  of  interest  to  three  classes  of  peo- 
ple— first  of  all,  to  tiie  Poles  themselves, 
aod  next,  to  a  large  class  of  Intelligent 
persons  who  entertained  what  was  called 
a  sympathy  for  Poland,  He  did  not  re- 
present either  of  those  two  classes.  But 
the  Polish  quesUon  was  of  interest  to  a 
third  class,  to  which  all  who  heai'd  him 
belonged  —  namely,  to  the  subjects  of  a 
Sovereign  bound  by  treaty  engagements 
Lord  Stanley 


with  RoBBia  whioh  imdieated  the  future 
position  of  Poland.  The  Sovereign  of 
England  was  bound  by  solemn  engagements 
which,  so  far  from  being  cancelled,  had 
over  and  over  again,  and  especially  in  the 
last  Session  of  Parliament,  been  reiterated 
by  the  noble  Viscount  at  the  head  of  the 
Qovcmment.  Those  engagements  involved 
the  honour  and  character  of  this  country, 
and  it  was  therefore  desirable  to  ascertain 
from  the  Government  and  the  House  what 
their  present  opinion  was  with  regard  to 
them.  The  engagements  to  which  he  re- 
ferred were  muoly  those  whioh  eonstitnted 
the  first  fbarteen  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of 
Vienna.  That  treaty  was  the  most  impor- 
tant instrament  to  which  England  was  a 

alts  first  fourteen  Articles  all  re- 
to  Poland,  and  eonstitnted  the  mun 
class  of  engagements  affiecting  that  country 
with  which  England  was  concerned.  But 
in  1832  England  entered  into  a  convention 
with  Russia  in  which  reference  was  made 
to  thoae  negotiations,  and  that  convention 
regnlated  a  certain  money  payment  which 
was  made  every  year  to  Russia  by  this 
country.  The  question  now  arose  whether 
that  money  payment  had  any  connection, 
and,  if  so,  what  conneotion,  with  the  en- 
gagements contracted  by  Russia  in  1815. 
He  alluded  to  those  payments,  an  aceount 
of  which  had  been  put  into  the  hands  of 
every  hon.  Member  a  few  weeks  ago,  called 
Payments  on  account  of  the  Rosso-Dnteh 
Loan,  amounting  on  an  average  to  the  snm 
of  about  £70,000  per  annum,  and  which 
began  in  18X5,  It  was  arranged  by  Lord 
Castlereagh,  to  use  his  own  words,  as  a 
security  for  the  due  observance  of  the 
other  engagements  of  Russia,  that  these 
payments  should  run  over  a  period  of  100 
years.  They  were,  then,  to  be  continued 
till  1915.  That  was  a  very  remarkable 
system  of  payments.  It  was,  as  far  as  he 
was  aware,  unparalleled  ;  and  Lord  Castle- 
re^h  advised  it  for  the  distinct  purpose  of 
having  secarity  for  the  fulfilment  by  Rus- 
sia of  the  other  engagements  into  whicti 
she  had  entered.  Undoubtedly,  when 
England  first  agreed  to  pay  tiie  Russo- 
Duteh  Loan,  it  was  upon  another  condition 
connected  with  the  atipnlationa  Of  the 
Treaty  of  Vienna.  That  eondition  was  - 
that  Holland  and  Belgiom  should  not  be 
separated.  But  in  1S30,  when  a  separa- 
tion of  those  two  countries  took  place,  a 
new  convention  was  proposed  by  Russia ; 
and  in  proposing  it  she  suggested  in  a 
despatch  to  the  noble  Viseomit,  then  at 
the  head  of  our  '^^"'^^ 
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on  which  it  ihoald  be  bued.  In  Uiat  de- 
spatch, dated  the  2Dd  of  Jwuaiy,  1831. 
the  RnBsian  Minister  wrote — 

"  Rniiia,  Omt  Britain,  Anitria,  and  Prntsla, 
tlia  Allied  Fowan,  wlio  were  parties  to  the  Treaty 
of  Clianmont,  in  oonsideration,  thereforo,  not  of 
the  onion  of  tlie  Belgian  proTinoea  to  Holland, 
bnt  of  arrangements  ooncladed  among  thenueWeg, 
renonnoed  all  claims  to  the  repajment  of  the  ex< 
penses  incurred  in  tlie  delireranoe  of  the  said 
prorinoea  ia  Aroor  of  one  of  these  Powers  ex- 
eInnTel7<— Dsrady,  of  Rns^  .  .  .  Now, 
what  were  the  arrangementi  between  the  Powers 
vho  were  parties  to  ue  Treaty  of  Chaomont,  at 
the  period  at  whioh  the  Convention  of  the  19th 
of  May,  1815,  was  oonoluded  at  London  !  They 
were  the  general  arrangements  of  the  CongresB 
of  Vienna,  whiolt  had  just  then  terminated. 
In  oonsideration  of  the  ncilities  wlueh  Russia 
aflSnrded  to  these  arrangements,  her  idUes  ceded 
to  her  all  the  peonniary  pretensions  to  whioh  the 
delireranoe  of  the  Belgian  proTinees  had  given 
rise.  It  neoeasarily  followed  that  these  fiwuities 
were  real  and  important,  as  they  were  made  the 
gonnd  of  her  libwation  from  a  considerable  debt. 
.  .  .  The  divers  arranfiements  of  the  Congress 
of  Vienna,  by  whioh  Rnssia  aoqaired  the  preten- 
sions al>OTe-mMitioned,  remaia  in  all  their  force, 
notwithstanding  the  present  position  of  Belgium. 
Upon  what  ground,  then,  coold  Rnsria  be  deprived 
Of  the  compensation  at  whioh  thrae  arraogemeols 
have  been  valued  to  her  !  " 

Such  were  the  groonds  laid  hy  Russia  for 
the  new  convention.  There  were  two  lines 
in  Uie  preamble  of  the  convention  as  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House  in  1831  which 
earried  out  the  riews  of  Russia,  and  which 
were  to  the  effisot  that  the  convention  be- 
tween England  and  Russia  was  made  "  in 
consideration  of  the  general  arrangements 
of  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  to  whioh  she 
had  given  her  adherence,  arrangements 
whioh  remained  in  foil  force."  Now,  the 
question  was,  were  these  arrangements  in 
foil  force  ?  That  was  the  point  for  the 
House  to  decide.  In  1831  the  House  was 
told  of  that  eoDTontion;  but  the  House  was 
then  under  the  impression  that  the  British 
Government  were  of  opinion  that  the 
Treaty  of  Vienna  had  been  Authfulljr  kept 
hy  Russia.  The  question  now  was,  had 
the  general  arrangements  of  the  treat; 
been  Tiolated  in  any  material  point  by 
Russia  t  To  that  question  be  taiefly  in- 
Tited  attention.  He  wonld  quote  a  few 
words  frotn  an  eminent  authority  now  on 
the  Treasury  Bench,  the  noble  Viscount, 
who  speaking  a  year  or  two  ago  in  "that 
House,  thus  expressed  his  opinion  as  to 
the  conduct  of  Russia  with  respect  to  the 
Treaty  of  Vienna.  The  noble  Viscount, 
on  the  2nd  July,  1861,  said— 

"  The  course  which  the  Government  of  Rnssia 
adopted  towards  Poland  was  a  oomplete  and  da- 
ei4od  TMation  Of  the  nntisi  of  Viluia.  The 


stipulations  of  the  TreaUes  of  Vienna  wore  broken 
almost  as  soon  as  oonoluded.  .  .  .  I  will  take 
the  liberty  of  saying  that  perhaps  the  greatest 
violation  of  a  treaty  that  has  ever  taken  plaee  fa 
the  history  of  the  wprld  was  that  which  ooonrred 
in  the  case  of  Poland."— [3  Eantard,  eUlv. 
383^4.] 

He  (Mr.  Hennessy)  would  not  add  a  word 
to  that.  It  prored  that  Russia  had  vio- 
lated the  treaty  upon  the  admission  of  the 
British  Government.  Now  came  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  course  of  the  Government 
with  regard  to  the  Russo-Dutcfa  Loan, 
Rnssia  herself  acknowledged  that  she  was 
bound  by  the  treaty,  and  the  British  Qo- 
vemment  stated  that  she  had  violated  it. 
Fifty  years  had  passed  during  which  this 
country  had  been  paying  this  loan  ;  half  a 
centniT  more  remained  for  it  to  run  ;  and 
were  the  Government  to  continue  the  pay- 
ments in  spite  of  their  own  declarations 
that  the  consideration  on  which  they  were 
made  had  been  rendered  null  and  void  hy 
the  other  party  to  the  transaction  ?  In 
addition  to  the  engagements  we  had  con- 
tracted with  Russia,  there  were  other 
grounds  rendering  the  Polish  question  one 
worthy  of  discussion  by  the  House.  It  was 
a  question  which  had  always  affected,  and 
which  would  in  future  affect,  very  closely 
the  allianoe  between  England  and  France. 
It  also  touched  very  nearly  tbe  general 
,  tranquillity  of  Europe.  How  did  it  affeet 
our  alliance  with  France  t  The  French 
people  entertained  —  and  in  that  respect 
they  resembled  the  people  of  this  country 
— anouiimons  feeling  in  favour  of  Poland; 
and  the  French  Government,  like  tbe  Bri- 
tish Government,  were  likewise  bound  hy 
a  treaty  which  united  them  to  the  future 
interests  of  Poland.  In  1831,  when  the 
Poles  were  op  in  anus,  the  French  Go- 
vernment asked  the  British  Government  to 
join  with  them  in  an  intervention  on  behalf 
of  Poland.  The  British  Government  re- 
fused. Again,  at  the  time  of  the  Crimean 
war,  the  Emperor  Napoleon  asked  the 
British  Government  to  make  the  independ- 
enee  of  Poland  one  of  the  eonditioni  on 
which  peace  wai  to  be  ctHwluded  with 
Russia.  And  there  be  could  not  avoid 
remarking  that,  when  he  mentioned  that 
faet  in  the  House,  it  was  denied  for  some 

J 'ears  on  the  Treasary  Bench  ;  and  when 
ast  year,  in  reiterating  it,  be  was  able  to 
read  to  (he  House  the  actual  despatches 
sent  by  tbe  French  Minister  to  the  British 
Government  during  tbe  Crimean  war,  and 
while  peace  was  impending,  ho  was  then 
told  from  the  Treasury  Bench  that  they 
wen  wily  Fi«iieh^^|^|9l@(9^[H 
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VMMd,  bot  ihttt  the  GoTerameot  had  no 
English  despatehes.  Bot  there  vai  a  de- 
apateb  from  Lord  Cowley  to  the  Britiih 
GoTemniMt*  in  whieh  he  stated  that  the 
Franeh  Bmperor  was  aboat  to  make  a 
moat  important  propoBilion— ^umelj.  that 
peace  ahould  not  be  concluded  eieept 
en  the  foundation  of  the  independence 
of  Poland.  That  despatch  was  on  the 
table.  The  Oovemment  again  declined 
to  join  with  France.  When  the  PoliKh 
ineutreetion  com  ma  need  in  1863 — an  in- 
surrection owing  not  to  anj  foreign  ac- 
tion whateTer,  hut  to  the  conduct  of 
Russia  herself—the  Govemmenta  of  Eng- 
land and  Fmnoe  diacountenanced  it  in 
ererj  waj  in  their  power  ;  hut  after  it  had 
eontitioed  for  a  short  time,  the  noble  Lord  at 
the  head  of  the  Foreign  Office  proposed  to 
the  Goreroment  of  Franee  that  they  should 
interfere  on  the  Polish  question.  The  Go- 
vernment of  the  Bmperor  replied  that  they 
were  willing  to  do  so  prorided  that  Englaod 
and  FVanoe  shoaM  act  in  coneert,  and  that 
whaterer  notes  should  be  addressed  to 
Russia  should  be  concerted  notes.  Austria 
joined  us,  and  during  the  greater  part  of 
1863  this  diplomatic  action  took  place. 
The  moment  at  length  came  when  the 
anggestioDs  of  Earl  Russell*  growing  into 
demands,  baring  been  flatly  refused  by 
Russia,  England  had  to  determine,  on 
the  request  of  France,  whether  she  should 
act  on  the  letter  of  her  engagements  and 
enforce  on  Roaua  what  ahe  called  her 
rights.  Bogland  refused  to  do  so.  He 
wonld  niter  no  opinion  on  the  poliey  of 
England  beyond  thia— if.  as  Earl  Bbssell 
ana  the  noUe  Viscount  ever  and  over  again 
aaid.  England  baa  any  right  to  interfere  on 
tlus  qnestion,  was  it,  ^  asked,  a  right 
that  enabled  her  merely  to  speak  f  What 
attached  to  a  right  f  No  one  had  a  right 
without  a  corretpondiog  obligation  ;  and  if 
England  bad  a  right  en  the  Polish  ques- 
tion, England  had  also  a  corresponding 
obligalion.  What  that  was  it  would  be  for 
the  noble  Viscount  to  aay.  Thia  be  would 
repeat,  that  no  friend  of  Poland  in  this 
eountry  had  erer  asked  the  noble  Viscount 
to  ^  to  war  for  Poland ;  he  disclaimed 
ba* mg  ever  done  so  ;  and  if  he  found  fault 
with  the  diplomatic  action  of  England,  it 
was  because  be  believed  tbst  the  BriU^ 
Goremnent  bad  it  in  its  poww,  noting 
with  Franee,  to  save  Poland  without  going 
to  war.  But  the  diplomatie  history  of 
our  rebtioDS  with  Poland  presented  one 
ftatnre  which  be  regarded  as  most  aa- 
tisfaetory.    During  the  ivmh  the  Fo- 


reign  HiaUter,  Earl  RussdI.  speaking  in 
Scotland,  addressed  himself  to  the  Po- 
lish qnestion  and  declared  that,  ewinc 
to  the  non-folfilment  of  the  Treaty  ^ 
Vienna,  Rusua  bad  forfeited  her  right  of 
doniioion  in  Poland.  Snbseqneotly  the 
noble  Lord  nut  that  declaration  in  a  de* 
spatch  whieh  was  sent  to  St.  Petersburg. 
It  was  eoramunieated  dso  to  the  Freeeh 
GoTornment.  For  some  reason,  which 
the  House  would  probably  understand. 
Earl  Russell  tliouglit  fit  to  recall  that 
despatch,  and  the  last  sentence  containing 
,  the  declaration  of  forfeiture  was  struck  out. 
HowcTer,  the  histortal  fact  remained  that 
Barl  Russell  made  that  declaration  ia 
Scotland  and  put  it  in  a  despatch,  whieh 
was  communicated  to  the  Cabinet,  ap- 
proved by  them,  sanctioned  by  the  Crown, 
and  sent  from  England  to  Rnssia.  Whe- 
ther it  was  creditaUe  to  Eari  Russell  and 
the  Calunet  that  tliat  deelaratien  ahould 
have  been  mtbdrawn  in  eenseqnenee  of  a 
threat  by  M.  Bismarck  and  Prince  Gorts- 
ehakoff  he  would  not  say.  But  not  only 
was  that  solemn  declaration  made  by  the 
Foreign  Minister  in  a  speech  and  diplo- 
matic note,  it  waa  also  made  to  another 
speech.  The  noble  Viscount  in  his  plaee 
last  year,  referring  to  the  fact,  said — 

*<If  the  bon.  Qenttsman  (Mr.  HMinetqr}  adts 
me  whether  in  my  optDion  Ruuia  hu,  in  pwat  of 
fiiot,  not  forfeited  the  right  which  by  tb*  Treaty 
Viennft  ihe  obtained  to  Poland,  beoaate'she  has 
not  fulfilled  tbe  oorretponding  engsfemeou  im- 
posed  on  ber  by  that  truty,  I  Aoald  ba  Taiy  moeb 
disposed  to  agree  with  bloiibat  I  mylt  weeldbe 
undignified  for  this  Boom  formally  to  proaooeeo 
•n  opinion  onleis  thii  House  was  prepkrad  to 
follow  it  up  by  so  Addrew  to  tbe  Crown  to  giTO 
effect  to  tne  deolarmtion  wbioh  thajr  had  made." 
—[8  Bantmrd,  clzxy.  ftM.] 

If  anything  should  oocnr  to  disturb  the 
tranqnitliiy  of  Europe,  and  lead  to  the  re- 
storation of  Poland,  these  declarations  of 
tbe  noble  Barl  and  the  noble  Viscount 
would  be  remembered  as  historical  facta  of 
vital  importance.  What  Lord  Caatlereagh 
said  in  1815  bad  been  shown  to  be  tru^— 
that  thia  wa&«  question  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  all  who  took  an  latereat  in  the 
affairs  of  Europe.  Did  any  one  believe 
that  Rnssia  had  succeeded  in  settling  Uie 
Polish  question  ?  What  was  tiie  present 
position  of  Poland  ?  Russia  was  now  pur- 
suing in  Poland  precisely  the  same  poliey 
she  pursued  in  1831.  After  tbe  inanrreo- 
tion  of  that  year  had  been  pnt  down,  tbe 
noble  Visconnt  desoribed  the  eimdnet  of 
Russia  as  eiaetly  that  she  was  now  puran- 
iof  .  Tbttv  waa  the  transi 
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ftftar  wedc  of  hnmhiMb  of  IusUIn  to  Si- 
bflfio,  and  Ibe  eonfiaMtim  of  all  pro- 
perty belooging  to  every  man  who  took  an 
intaroat  in  the  independenoe  of  hit  eoantry. 
Not  only  did  the  Bmparor  Nioholaa  eonrey 
week  by  week  whole  families  to  Siberia, 
and  owfiaeate  tiie  property  of  the  Folish 
landowners,  but  ho  went  the  length  of 
issning  nkaaei  by  wbtoh  the  male  children 
in  Warsaw  were  traneforred  to  Rnsaia  to 
be  brought  op  as  Russians  and  speak  only 
the  Rassian  language.  Well,  what  took 
place  in  1863  ?  Those  children,  now 
grown  to  manhood,  thongh  speaking  the 
Rassian  language,  jdned  the  insnrrection 
the  moment  it  •onunonead.  That  faet, 
and  numerous  others  of  a  similar  eharaeter, 
OBght  to  leaoh  Rusna  tiie  impouibility  of 
oxtioguiahiog  the  Polish  nation.  If  Poland 
was  thus  of  interest  to  us  by  oor  treaty  en> 
gagements — if  these  engagements  had  not 
bebo  fulfiUad  by  Russia— ^f  wo  aa  a  con- 
tracting party  bad  not  enforced  the  treaty 
engagements,  the  question  not  only  eon- 
cerned  most  intimately  oor  honour  and 
character,  hot  also  the  tranqnillity  of 
Europe.  From  what  they  all  knew  of  the 
people  of  Poland,  of  the  public  opinion  in 
Burope,  and  the  wh(4e  cirilised  world, 
there  could  be  no  duibt  that  if  any  obange 
occurred  in  Europe — aod  changes  might 
occur  any  day — in  the  ereDt,  for  instance, 
of  a  war  between  Austria  and  Rnssia — the 
first  eonseqnottce  would  be  an  independent 
Poland.  Soppose  war  took  place  between 
France  and  Pmsaia,  or  Franoe  and  Austria, 
not  confined  to  Italy— nmeh  a  war  as  was 
possible  last  year— what  would  happen  to 
Poland  f  If  the  conduct  of  the  British 
OoTemment  in  the  case  of  Denmark  had 
led,  as  at  one  time  it  Tery  nearly  led,  to  a 
European  war,  what  woufd  boTe  been  the 
eonaequenoe  to  Poland  ?  The  faet  was, 
such  was  the  position  of  Poland  that  any 
great  war  in  Europe  would  bo  to  Poland  a 
delirerance.  Poland  was  certainly  under 
the  weight  of  three  great  Powers;  bat 
being  a  psrfition  between  them,  any  great 
war  occurring  among  them  would  doubtless 
lead  to  the  independence  of  Poland.  Id 
bringing  this  subject  undw  the  notice  of 
the  House,  he  desired  not  only  to  vindioate 
tiie  oonrse  he  had  himself  pursued,  but  to 
read  a  fsw  words-Hwd  witn  these  he  would 
eonolttde — from  a  speeeh  of  one  of  the  most 
experienced  statesmeo  the  country  bad 
seen  for  many  years,  one  who  was  an  emi- 
nent anthorlty  on  public  law,  who  was 
fnr  many  years  Lord  Chaooellor  of  Eng- 
land, ft  Uember  of  th«  CenMrrfttiTe  Can- 


net  of  Biv  Robert  Peel,  aad  one  of  Ik* 
chief  Oonserv«ti*o  adviawa  of  Lord  Derby 
—lie  meant  the  late  Lord  Lyndborst.  Ko 
one  could  accuse  him  of  being  a  reroln- 
tionist ;  and  when  bringing  forward  llits 
question,  he  b«lieT«d  in  tiie  last  speech  be 
ever  mado^  be  Mid— 

"  I  am  not  apeskin;  si  the  repressntstiTe  of  any 
partf.  I  am  apealung  my  own  opinion,  and  lun 
aure,  in  apeakinx  that  opiDioa,  I  am  apeakiog  th« 
opinion  of  erery  wiae  and  temperat«  man  in  thia 
ooantry  and  on  the  cooUnent  of  Europe,  I  feel 
that  it  ia  a  dutj  that  every  peraoo  who  ia  plaoed 
in  a  poaitioB  where  his  voice  oan  be  hesr4,ahotiId 
raiae  hia  voioe  io  denoiuicing  injoalios,  ^rranoj, 
aod  oppreaaion.  To  oonunitinjoatice  ia  a  orims ; 
to  treat  it  with  rilence  ia  to  paiiicipate  in  the  ori< 
mioality  ;  and  that  mnat  be  mj  jaatiflaatiOB  (ot 
tba  ooorse  I  have  taken."— {8  Mmtar^  aim, 
AST.] 

Following  Lord  Lyndhurst  at  a  very  haw- 
ble  distance  in  defenoe  of  Poland,  he  (Ur. 
Hennessy)  had  taken  that  opportunity  of 
entering  his  protest  on  behalf  of  the  Polish 
people.  The  hon.  and  learned  Uember 
oeneloded  by  moving  the  Resolution. 

Sir  HARRT  VERNBT  rose  to  seoond 
the  Motion,  and  said  he  would  repeat  wbat 
be  had  often  said  in  that  House,  that  the 
Polish  struggle  was  one  of  the  darkest 
pa^  in  the  history  of  the  world.  Pos- 
terity would  look  baok  with  shame  upon 
this  generation,  because  we  had  not 
marched  from  all  parts  of  Europe  east- 
ward to  prevent  the  consummation  of  the 
greftteat  modern  crime  which  had  been 
committed  among  eiTiliied  nations.  It 
was  a  erime  whiw  bad  not  only  brought 
misfhrtone  on  all  those  eonntries  which 
had  participated  in  the  spoils,  but  evil  to 
the  whole  of  Europe,  and  until  Poland  waa 
restored  and  justice  done  to  that  gallant 
and  noble  nation  there  would  be  no  hope 
of  permanent  peace  and  tranquillity  in  any 
European  State.  There  would  still  be  a 
body  of  men  in  Poland  who  would  seize 
the  first  opportunity  of  any  disturbance  in 
Europe,  and  naturally  endeaToar  to  gain 
back  that  oonntry  which  they  had  lost  by 
spoliation.  It  was  impossible  to  forget, 
when  spcaktug  of  Poland,  that  Rnasla  had 
followed  a  umilar  course  with  reference  to 
Gircasda.  She  bad  seiied  the  inhabitapta 
and  landed  them  en  tiie  ahpres  of  Turkey, 
'and  introduced  Rnssians  in  their  place. 
In  every  direction  Rnssia  had  prored  her- 
self an  aggressive  Power  ;  bot  ne  believed 
the  day  would  come  when  Russia  herself 
would  feel  the  consequence  of  her  recent 
and  present  oonrse  of  action,  and  when 
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griaf  and  miifortana  to  hit  eonntry  tbat 
■aeh  wrong*  had  been  inflicted  bjr  her  upon 
Ibe  Polish  people. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  leare  out  bom  the  word  "That"  to  the 
end  of  the  Qneitlon,  io  order  to  add  the  vordi 
Whereai>  the  Rnatiao  Oovflmment  ehowi  its  de- 
tenninatioQ  to  let  at  noDCbt  the  engagementi  it 
oeotmeted  in  IStff  respeeung  Poland  : 

«  Whereaa  the  respect  of  those  engagements 
was  the  oonditioo  on  which  the  Powers  of  Europe 
contented  to  reoognise  as  lawfiil  the  posMssion  hj 
the  Kttsslan  Tsar  of  the  greatest  part  of  ancient 
Poland : 

"  This  Ilouse  cannot  anj  longer  ahstain  from 
proolaimiog  that  the  Tlolation  of  those  engage* 
nents  implies  the  forfeiture  hj  the  Tsar  ol  all 
right  to  aneh  dominion,  and  alio  of  all  right  to 
utj  Amber  pojment  hj  this  eonntrf  of  the  an- 
Bual  ram  conceded  to  Russia  nnder  the  name  of 
KasMvDntoh  Loan,  that  payment  baring  been,  in 
1816,  undertaken  to  be  paid  during  the  space  of 
one  hundred  jears  in  consideration  of  Russia 
fttthfully  co-opcrmttng  io  the  maintenance  of  the 
ttipalations  of  the  vme  TMa^  of  l6lB»"—(itr. 

—-inatead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
propoeed  to  be  left  oat  stand  part  of  the 
Qaestion." 

Mr.  cave  regretted  that  the  qnestion 
of  Poland  was  again  brought  forward  for 
ditenssion  in  the  Hoaie,  and  he  should  he 
still  more  sorry  if  such  a  Motion  as  this 
were  carried.  He  remembered  being  in 
Italy  in  1852,  when  an  English,  or  rather 
Irish  traToller,  a  Mr.  Mather,  was  wounded 
in  Florence  bj  an  Austrian  oflBcer.  The 
affair  caused  a  considerable  sensation  at 
the  time,  and  the  firitiah  CoobuI  at  Leg- 
bom  said  to  him  (Mr,  Care),  I  hope 
thej  won't  ask  for  money;  the  impression 
is  so  general  on  the  continent  that  any 
insalt  or  injury  to  an  Englishman  may  be 
atoned  for  by  money.*'  In  that  case  they 
did  ask  for  money  and  got  it.  though  not 
quite  so  much  as  they  demanded.  He  was 
sure  the  hon.  Member's  Motion  was  not 
meant  in  that  sense,  but  that  he  wanted  to 

finnish  Russia,  rather  than  to  relieve  Eng- 
Rud  of  tilts  payment;  and  no  doubt  there 
was  abstract  justice  in  his  propoaal.  But, 
in  like  manner,  Spain  received  a  large  sum 
from  England  on  condition  of  potting  an 
end  to  the  slsve  trade,  and  it  had  frequently 
been  proposed  that  she  should  be  compelled 
to  refund  it.  It  bad  been  always  answered, 
hovever,  and  ho  thought  justly,  that  this 
was  a  Bomewhat  low  view  of  the  question, 
and,  moreorer,  would  deprivo  us  of  the 
right  of  future  raraonstrance  or  action.  He 
bad  probably  seen  as  much  of  Poland  aa 
iWr  Sony  r#rMy 


the  hon.  Momber,  though  ha  eonld  beliera 
he  bad  not  heard  quite  w  much;  for  the 
hon.  Member,  aa  tho  champion  of  Poland, 
must  be  oTcrwhelmed  with  eommunicatloM 
of  TarioQS  Taloe,  and  be  entirely  shared  in 
the  sympathy  the  hon.  Member  ezpresaed. 
It  ooold  hardly  be  otherwise.  There  were 
Instances  of  oppression  all  over  the  world, 
and  oar  own  hands  were  not  quite  clean.  But 
there  were,  happily,  not  many  instances  of 
a  nation  of  higher  type,  greater  intelli- 
gence, and  superior  civilization  trodden 
down  by  another  inferior  in  all  these  re- 
spects.  It  was  like  Macedon  quenching 
the  liberties  of  Greece,  or  the  Hons  de- 
straying  the  eiviliiation  of  Imperial  Kome. 
He  did  not  relish  the  sight  of  Kosciusko's 
mound  at  Cracow,  eoeireled  by  an  Austrian 
fortress;  and  when  he  saw  the  palace  of 
Willanow,  near  Warsaw  (the  cherished 
abode  of  the  hero  Sobieski, 

"  Europe's  bulwark  'gainst  the  Ottomite," 
and  still  possessed  by  his  desccndsnts), 
garrisoned  by  Hahomedan  Circsssians, 
who  shot  the  deer,  trod  down  the  flower- 
beds laid  out  by  the  English  Countess,  wife 
of  the  present  possessor,  and  even  killed  a 
white  doe  which  used  to  eat  bread  out  of 
the  ohildren'a  hands,  the  words  of  Virgil 
forcibly  recurred  to  his  mind— 

"  Impios  base  tarn  cnlta  norslia  mQss  bsbeWt, 
Barbsros  bss  aegetes.*' 

He  would  not  inquire  whether  the  atrocitiea 
whioh  had  been  so  often  commented  upon 
were  exaggerated  or  not.  He  belieTcd  they 
were.  A  book  by  Mr.  O'Brien  gave  valu- 
able information  on  this  point.  Assuming 
(and  it  was  late  to  question  this)  that  the 
Russians  were  to  hold  Pdand,  severity 
followed  as  a  matter  of  course.  He  did 
not  think  Count  Berg  govemed  witb  more 
harshness  than  he  deemed  essential  to  thia 
end;  but,  no  doubt,  his  subordinates  fre- 
quently  exceeded  tbeir  instructions.  Still 
the  rule  of  Russia  was  very  severe.  After 
the  insurrection  the  inhabitants  of  Warsaw 
were  practically  confined  to  the  gates, 
mourning  was  not  allowed,  and  shortly 
before  he  was  there  a  tragedy  occurred 
which  would  give  an  idea  of  the  misery 
which  prevailed.  The  House  knew  that  an 
Imperial  ukase  had  been  issued,  converting 
every  tenant  into  a  freeholder,  which  waa, 
of  course,  a  measure  of  confiscation  (since 
imitated  by  General  Paine  in  Kentucky). 
There  waa  at  the  University  of  Waraaw  a 
Polish  noble,  professor  of  medicine,  who 
had  let  eveiy  acre  of  his  land  to  tanant- 
farmwa,  liTing  upon  the  reota-aoddeT^og 
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the  ulery  of  hie  pnfmaan  to  the  Mwst- 
aooe  of  poor  itadents.  He  waa  no  politi- 
eian,  hoi  a  man  of  wience  who  had  taken 
no  part  in  the  inaorreetion.  This  uhaie 
redooed  him  anddenlj  to  beggarj  and  tbreir 
him  into  a  itate  of  deipondenoj,  during 
a  fit  of  which  be  threw  bimnlf  oat  of  a 
window  and  wai  killed.  Bnormons  fines 
were  levied  on  the  Potooki  and  other  noble 
families  for  things  happening  on  their  es- 
tates, bet  with  which  they  bad  nothing  to 
do.  Vavietu!  Snob,  be  supposed*  were  the 
natural  residta  <tf  ciril  war  all  OTer  the 
world.  We  were  not  quite  free  from  similar 
irapotations  in  regard  to  India  recentlj, 
and  to  Ireland  a  hundred  jears  ago.  But 
these  were  tbemee  for  the  inoralist  and 
historian  rather  than  the  praotieal  states- 
man, and  he  would  ask  what  good  would 
arise  from  discussing  these  transactions. 
What  good  had  our  former  interfereDce 
done?  Let  him  go  back  a  little  way. 
It  had  often  been  asked  why  Poland  did 
not  rise  during  the  Crimean  war.  The 
answer  was  that  the  people  were  adTsneing 
in  material  wealth,  and  that  the  moderate 
party,  which  included  the  best  in  the  land, 
hoped  more  from  making  friends  in  Russia 
than  from  haTing  all  Rossta  as  their 
enemy.  At  that  time  there  was  growing 
disoontent  in  Russia.  The  GoTemment  by 
emancipating  the  serfs  had  made  itself 
more  abaolnte,  and  the  noblea,  that  was 
the  middle  and  upper  elasaes,  agitated  for 
re^resentatiTo  institutions,  and  hoped  to 
gam  their  point  from  the  weakneas  and 
reara  of  the  GoTemment.  They,  therefore, 
made  oommon  cause  with  Poland,  and  were 
prepared  to  consent  eren  to  the  political 
independence  of  that  country,  proTided 
tbey  could  gain  their  own  ends.  At  that 
moment  the  unfortunate  insurrection  broke 
out  in  Poland,  excited,  possibly,  by  the 
Rnssiana  tbemBelres.  but  it  was  in  conse- 
qoenoe  of  the  existence  of  a  rerolutionary 
party  in  Poland.  The  men  aeiied  by  the 
conscription,  which  was  really  a  eottp  aVfot, 
belonged  to  a  secret  sooiety  sworn  to  take 
np  arms  against  Russia.  The  fault  of 
Russia  lay  not  in  thia,  but  in  neglecting  to 
protect  the  moderate  and  loyal  party,  which 
was  thuB  placed  in  a  most  ernel  pouUon 
between  (wo  fires,  Kable  to  mnrder  for  not 
joining  the  insurrection  on  the  one  hand, 
and  to  confiscation  and  exile  on  the  other 
for  joining  it.  It  might  be  that  Russia 
was  more  afraid  of  the  moderate  than  of 
the  insurrectionary  party,  and  gladly  in- 
ToWed  both  in  eommon  ruin.  If  so,  that 
waa  a  MachiaTeUiaa  polley  worthj  of  the 
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severeat  ooodonnation*  Howerer  that 
might  be,  the  inaurreetion  wmt  on  ;  still 
there  was  no  sign  of  sympathy  from  the 
reform  party  of  Russia  with  the  GoTem- 
ment. They  saw  their  desired  opportonity, 
and  remained  unmoTod,  while  the  Gorem- 
ment  between  discontent  within  and  insnr- 
reotion  without  were  at  their  wit's  end, 
till  they  were  noexpeetedly  relieved  by 
foreign  ioterferenee.  The  debates  in  that 
House  and  in  the  French  Senate,  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  bead  of  the  Go- 
Temment, and  sUIl  more  the  despatehes  of 
the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Foreign 
Department  roused  the  Bussian  peopw* 
Throughout  the  country  it  waa  asaiduonsly 
disseminated  that  Engmnd  owed  Rusaia  a 
gradge  for  her  tntemrence  in  the  East* 
and  Franee  did  so  for  the  defeat  of  1812. 
A  revulsion  of  feeling  took  place.  It  wu 
felt  that  the  question  waa  no  longer  be- 
tween two  parties  in  Russia,  bnt  between 
Russia  and  a  foreign  enemy;  and  as  the 
contests  between  patricians  and  plebeians 
in  Rome  were  qnieted  by  the  news  that 
the  Volscian  or  Gaul  waa  at  the  gates,  so 
the  Rusrian  empire  was  again  at  unity 
with  itself.  The  Moscow  Reform  journal 
ohanged  its  tactics  and  wrote  in  titrour  of 
the  Qovemment.  Addressee  of  sympathy 
poured  in  from  all  sides;  and  on  the  other 
hand  the  Poles,  counting  on  foreign  Md, 
redoubled  their  efforts  and  prolonged  tb«r 
agony,  till  the  Russian  uoverament,  re- 
lieved from  internal  diBsensions,  defied 
England  and  France,  prepared  for  war,  and, 
taking  advantage  of  the  winter,  crushed 
Poland.  At  present  there  appeared  to  be 
no  chance  for  Poland.  Vast  numbers  of 
people  from  that  unhappy  country  had  been 
exiled,  others  were  in  despair.  The  late 
okase  had  ranged  the  tenantry  on  the  side 
of  the  Government,  and  those  who  had 
seen,  as  he  had,  the  trophies  in  the  arsenal 
of  Tzarsko-Selo,  composed  of  arma  taken 
from  the  Poles  —  arms  which  might  have 
been  home  by  the  Jaequerie  or  the  Cove- 
nanters, would  be  eouTineed  that  the  Polea 
mnat  erentoally  anceomb  to  a  well-armed 
force.  If  oar  past  interference  had  done 
no  good  to  the  Polea,  eertunly  it  had  not 
procured  any  credit  to  ourselves.  Let 
them,  therefore,  abstain  from  idle  words 
which  did  but  miserably  deceive,  remem- 
bering that  the  vain  hope  of  foreign  aid 
had  strewn  with  corpses  the  frocen  forests 
of  the  north,  and  swollen  the  long  line  of 
exiles  on  their  march  to  the  still  more 
frosen  wastea  of  Siberia.  He  i^ave  the 
bon.  Member  e»di^,i^^j>^@)i^^ 
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pftthy  with  «  gallanl  people,  bat  for  tha 
nuoiM  be  had  ttated  he  •hoDld  feel  oom- 
pelled  to  Vote  agaimt  his  Uotion. 

yuoooxT  FALMERSTON  :  Sir,  1 
entirrij  agree  with  the  hon.  Member  who 
bet  juit  eat  down  (Mr.  Care)  in  regretting 
^t  the  hoo.  GeDtleman  the  Member  for 
the  Kin|fe  Goantj  iboold  hare  thonght  it 
bit  dnty  again  to  bring  tbit  anligeet  nndw 
the  diiemuon  of  tiie  Hoaae.  I  do  ample 
jnatiee  to  tiie  honovrable  eeBtimsnta  b^ 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  is 
aetuated  in  faronr  of  Poland,  and  to  the 
pwaereranee  with  which  he  baa  endea- 
roured  to  obtain  from  the  House  an  ox- 
pressioD  of  opinion  faroarable  to  the  riew 
which  be  has  adopted.  Still  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  on  the  praunt  oeca«on 
he  has  not  exhibited  aa  mnch  judgment  ai 
might  have  been  expeeted  from  him.  Tbe 
tabjeot  of  Poland  baa  been  repeatedly  dia- 
eoBsed  in  tbiB  House.  Now,  it  appears  to 
me  that  there  ia  a  rulo  whioh  ought  to  be 
obaerred  in  brining  grave  subjeetfl  for- 
ward for  diaeuMioD.  A  Motion  of  thia 
aatare  ou^^t  only  to  be  put  vpoo  the  paper 
for  tbe  purpose  of  obtainii^  from  the  Hoaaa 
enoe  and  for  all  a  demsire  expresuoo  of 
opinion  whioh  may  bare  the  eflfeet  of  influ* 
enoing  erentB,or  if  the  oocaaion  should  jus< 
tify  it,  of  obtaining  from  the  Qoremment 
■ome  aotion  with  a  riew  to  giring  effect 
to  the  opinion  whioh  such  Motion  at  the 
same  time  endearonrs  to  extract  from  the 
House.  Now,  with  reference  to  the  first 
point,  this  snbjeot  has  been  repeatedly 
discussed  ia  this  Hooae.  Tbe  hon,  and 
learned  Qentleman  has  bimielf  this  even- 
ing quoted  opinions  expressed  oo  occasions 
limilar  to  the  present ;  so  that  as  far 
as  a  deliberate  expression  <^  opinion  as  to 
the  oonduet  of  Basua  towarda  Poland  fi 
eoneerned,  nothing  can  be  added  to  what 
ia  already  eontuned  in  the  reeorda  of  Par- 
liamentary proeeedinga,  and  any  mere 
repetition  <tf  similar  expressions  following 
the  others  in  less  aeoided  and  more 
general  terms  tends  rather  to  weaken  in- 
stead of  strengthening  what  has  been  done 
before.  I  think,  thenfore,  that  inasmuch 
as  the  object  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  to 
obtain  from  the  House  a  eondemnation  of 
the  coodoct  of  Russia  towards  Poland,  he 
would  hare  bettor  oonsnlted  the  interesta 
of  the  eoaotoy  whose  wronga  he  deplores 
by  allowing  the  matter  to  rest  upon  the 
recorded  debatos  and  dtseassions  of  the 
Hovse,  instead  of  weakening  hb  eanso  by 
affording  opportunity  to  tbe  vnjust  in- 
forenoe  that  by  the  wi^  in  whidi  thia 


debato  is  eondootad,  theintereal  excited  in 
faronr  of  the  Pdes  has  in  any  way  anb- 
sided.  Therefore,  as  far  as  eliciting  an 
opinion  from  the  House  is  ooneeraed,  I 
think  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  mis- 
jndged  the  course  which  he  should  hare 
fdlowed.   Tlien  widi  regard  to  Uie  eeeonJ 

Eoint— •  Beaelntion  on  Uiie  anbjeet  dwdd 
are  the  objest  of  indaeing  the  Gorera- 
ment  of  thia  eonnfary,  aeting  npen  the 
promptinga  of  Pariiament,  to  interfere  in 
the  affairs  of  Poland  for  the  poteetion  oi 
the  Poles.  This  could  be  done  either  di- 
plomatically or  by  tbe  employment  of  fwee. 
But  the  hon.  Member  disclaims  any  desire 
that  this  country  should  go  to  war  for 
Poland,  and,  as  ho  says  to-night,  he  nerer 
orged  such  a  course  upon  tbe  Goremment. 
I  willingly  subscribe  to  that  assertion. 
He  especially  always  diselaimed  any  desire 
that  anything  falling  from  him  should  be 
construed  into  a  wish  on  his  part  that 
there  should  be  a  war  between  England 
and  Russia  om  behalf  of  Poland.  Bnt  tbe 
hoD.  Member,  and  with  bhn  many  other 
hon.  Gentlemen  in  thia  Honie,  eameatly 
reeommeDded  the  emph^yment  by  tbe  Go- 
rmiunt  <tf  dislonutie  exertione  in  foreor 
of  Poland.  The  Goremment.  waa  not  only 
asked  to  undertoke  this  doty  by  itself,  bnt 
wo  were  strongly  urged  to  enlist  the  other 
Governments  of  Europe  in  our  endearonr 
to  persuade  Russia  faithfully  to  perform  hwr 
engagements,  and  to  adopt  a  different  course 
towaJ^ds  the  Poles.  That  action  was  adopted 
by  us  and  failed ;  and  because  the  result  of 
tboae  diplomatic  exertiona  did  not  realise 
their  antioipations,  hon.  Gentlemen  have 
made  that  very  fulnre  a  matter  of  re- 
proach to  us.  The  national  feelings  of 
tbe  Russian  people  indnoed  them  to  rally 
rouDd  dwir  Goremment.  They  conH- 
dered  those  representotioni  by  foreign 
Powara  as  implying  aa  inteakioD  to  eoeraa 
tha  ind^endent  aotion  of  a  great  nation  t 
and  ao  for  from  those  representations  pro- 
dmsiug  any  good  resnlt,  I  am  afraid  that 
they  only  tended  to  increase  the  irritation 
which  already  exiated  in  Russia  a|piinst 
the  Polish  nation.  Here,  then,  Sir,  the 
employment  of  force  is  disclaimed  by  the 
hon.  Member  after  the  failare  of  nego- 
tiatlooa  adopted  by  tha  advice  and  at 
the  earnest  entreaty  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  after  the  failure  of  umilar 
representations  made  by  neaHy  dl  the 
non-Polish  Governments  of  Borope,  wbe 
had  bean  indnoed  to  make  Uiaae  exertiona 
by  the  inflnenea  of  tha  Bngliah  Gorem- 
ment.  Bnt  tiie  hoD.  Oaat|wui*iioti  da- 
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lerrad  by  Ms  own  diMliiiiiier  md  by  tba 
Iftilare  of  what  fa»  reeommeiided,  now 
proponnda  k  tbtrd  metbod  of  iDdooiDgRos* 
(tin  to  perform  ber  ongMemeoti— namely, 
tbat  Uiis  HoQBO  ibonld  make  a  decla- 
ration of  forfrntore  of  Ru«ia*i  right  to 
Poland,  and  should  withhold  paymeota  to 
Runia  which  are  stipulated  by  treaty.  I 
voald  ask,  howerer,  what  would  be  the 
value  of  a  declaration  made  by  this  House 
that  Roeeia  had  forfeited  a  right  aooroing 
to  her  by  virtue  of  a  Eurc^Man  treaty  ? 
This  House  ia  not  a  treaty-making  Fowor, 
and  this  House,  I  most  respectfully  sub- 
mit, is  not  a  treaty-breaking  Power.  H 
any  treaty  which  this  Crown  of  England 
has  oontraeted  had  been  broken  by  the 
Power  with  vhieb  the  treaty  was  obnel  Inded, 
it  rests  with  the  Grown  to  represent  ita 
elwma,  and,  if  neeassary,  to  make  war  in 
their  vindioation ;  but  I  maintain  tbat 
nehher  the  Grown  or  any  one  Power  bai 
the  right  by  its  own  demration,  to  eman- 
oipate  itself  from  obligations  contracted 
with  another  Power.    Therefore,  the  first 
part  of  the  hoii.  Member's  Uotion,  declar- 
ing that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  has  for- 
feited hta  rights  to  Poland,  in  eonseqaeooe 
of  bis  non-com plianoe  with  the  engage- 
ments of  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  would  be 
a  declaration  unattended  by  any  praetioal 
Tsloe,  and  inconsistent,  as  I  think,  with 
the  dignity  of  the  House  and  the  respect 
which  it  owes  Itself.     Then  the  ben. 
Member  makes  another  proposal.  He  pro- 
poses, in  eonsideratim  of  the  violation  by 
Russia  oi  the  engagements  of  the  Treaty 
of  Vienna  of  <fnne,  1815,  the  diseontinn- 
anee  of  the  payment  on  aocount  of  the  Rusao- 
Duteb  Loan,  whioh  payment  was  atipolated 
to  be  made  to  Roasia,  not  by  tlie  Treaty  of 
Juno,  1810,  but  by  Uie  treaty  of  the  May 
preeeding,  and  therefore  in  no  way  oon- 
neeted  with  the  Polish  engagements.  That 
engagement  on  our  part  had,  I  repeat, 
no  eoDoectioo  wiih  Poland.     The  en- 
Kagement  in  oonneotion  with  the  Russo- 
Dutch  Loan  was  undertaken  on  our  part 
in  oonsideratioo  of  Rnseia  supporting  the 
union  of  Holland  and  Belgium.    The  eaae 
of  forfeiture  waa  to  be  the  failure  of  Rnaaia 
to  eiert  ber  foree  and  means  to  muntain 
that  anion,  if  it  abould  be  endangered. 
Before  the  rerolntion  In  Bdgium  no  qnea- 
tion  could  Miao ;  but  when  tbat  rendution 
bad  taken  plaee,  ami  a  conference  of  the 
in  Powers  asaembled,  the  Govemnenta 
of  Bttglaod  and  oi  Pranoe,  'under  the 
dreunataneee,  were  of  opinieo  that  it  was 
boplaii  to  Mpeot  that  dw  nnioii,  wbieh 


bad  bean  broken  by  the  Inanrtnation,  oonld 
be  ]«.eBtabUBhed  with  any  advantage  to 
Europe  w  any  pittapeet  of  permanenoe. 
Rnsiia,  Austria,  and  Prussia  were  of  a 
different  opinion.   They  wished  the  union 
to  be  re-established  by  force,  and  one  great 
object  of  the  eonferenoe  waa  to  press  np<m 
thoae  three  Powers  to  acquiesce  in  what 
we  oonatdered  to  be  a  fact  irreversible  ex- 
cept at  the  risk  of  a  general  European 
war.    Russia  very  reluctantly  consented 
to  do  that  which  the  English  Qovemment 
wished— to  agree  to  the  separation  of 
Belgium  from  Holland ;  hot  then  Russia 
aaid,  "  by  the  letter  of   the  treaty,  by 
the  separation  of  Belgium  from  Holland, 
if  not  prevented  by  Russia,  or  if  Russia 
has  not  used  her  best  efforta  to  prevent  it, 
aho  forfuta  tho  payment  to  ber  of  the 
amount  inaured  to  her  on  aeeount  of  the 
RoBso<Dutoh  Loan,  and  therefore,  as  it  ii 
at  the  request  of  England,  at  her  earnest 
desire,  tbat  we  eonaent  to  the  abandonment 
of  the  union,  it  would  be  the  height  of 
iDjaatioe  for  England  to  derive  ns  of  the 
annual  payments  which  under  the  former 
treaty  she  undertook  to  make  to  us."  Tbat 
obeervation  waa  ao  entirely  juat  and  equit- 
able tbat  the  Engliah  Government  had 
no  anawer  to  make,  and  a  new  treaty  waa 
aigned  agreeing  that  the  payments  abould 
be  continued  upon  Ruaaia  oonaenting  to 
the  separation  of  Belgium  from  Hollaod, 
and  that  in  ease  at  any  future  time  a 
different  airangenent  should  be  eontem- 
plated,  Rusua  abould  not  ooneor  in  anch 
arrangement  without  the  eonsent  of  Great 
Britain  ;  obviooely  pointing  to  aome  dif- 
ferent  poaiUon  of  Belgium  which  might 
be  deemed  iaoonsisleat  with  the  mteresta 
of  Great  Britain.    But  for  no  to  turn 
round  now  and  to  say  to  Russia,  **  Because 
you,  Russia,  have  misconducted  yourself 
with  regard  to  Poland — beoauae  you  have 
broken  the  engagementa  in  the  Treaty  of 
June,  1815,  with  regard  to  Poland— we 
are  therefore  to  break  our  engagements 
founded  upon  a  different  treaty,  and  baaed 
upon  wholly  different  oonaiderations,"  would 
be  to  do  that  which  I  hope  this  House  and 
tbe  Government  would  ever  be  aahamed 
of  even  oontemplating  aa  poaaible.  Bnt 
ace  to  what  a  lame  and  impotent  conoluaioa 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  cornea.  He 
ia  eloquent  upon  the  wron^^  of  Poland, 
whioh  nobody  denies,  deelarmg  that  great 
European  rigbta  have  bemi  riolated,  aaaert- 
ing  moreover  that  in  which  I  do  not  concur, 
that  wherever  there  is  a  right  there  is  an 
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Uwt  propoiition  altogether.  Where  there 
u  ft  right  there  ii  also  a  disoretioo  to  enforce 
it  or  not  aecordiog  to  eiroumstaDces — to 
the  fooility  or  the  difficulty  of  the  taik. 
But  aeeto  what  an  impotent  oonelation  the 
hon.  Gentleman  eomei.  Here  is  an  hen. 
Member  who  amugno  Buaiia  before  the 
tribanal  of  the  world  for  breaking  ber 
eogagemente,  for  acting  the  tjrant  towards 
a  deserTedly  commiserated  people,  and  for 
having  committed  cmelties  which,  in  his 
6rst  notice  of  his  intended  Motioo  he  desig- 
nated in  terms  which  were  not,  as  I 
thought,  Tory  proper  for  this  House  to 
adopt ;  but  bariog  arraigned  Russia  for 
one  of  the  greatest  crimes  recorded  in  his- 
tory, as  my  bon.  and  gallant  Friend  behind 
me  (Sir  Harry  Yeruey)  has  said,  the  hon. 
Member  thinks  it  would  be  consistent  with 
the  dignity  of  this  great  country  to  sconce 
Russia  of  a  payment  of  some  £70.000 
a  year  as  a  pBoiahment  for  her  offbnee. 
If  the  breaeh  of  engagements  on  the  part 
of  Rnssia  be  sneh  as  the  hon.  Hmnber 
tbinkSf  and  as  the  other  hon.  Hemberi 
agree  with  him  in  thinking  it  to  he, 
then  that  might  be  a  cause  of  war ;  we 
might  take  up  arms  if  we  could  do  so  with 
effect  to  rindieate  the  rights  of  Poland  and 
the  engagements  of  the  violated  treaties  ; 
but  I  must  say  it  would  boa  thing  altogether 
unworthy  of  this  House,  and  unbecoming  to 
the  country,  that  we  should  show  our  sense 
of  a  great  European  wrong  by  putting  into 
our  pockets,  instead  of  nsybg  into  the 
Russian  Treasury,  a  sum  which  by  a  solemn 
treaty  we  had  undertaken  to  pay  to  Rusua 
for  considerations  which  hftve  not  been 
btpken.  WbatoTer  might  be  the  feelings 
of  the  Hoose,  it  would  be  a  clear  viohtion 
of  an  engagement— an  engagement  wholly 
diitinet  from  the  qoestioa  of  Poland — one 
not  to  be  affected  at  all  by  the  eondoot  of 
Russia  towards  Poland  ;  and  therefore  I 
hope  that  this  House  will  not  agree  to  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  inasmuch 
as  I  think  a  record  of  its  opinion  upon  the 
couduct  of  Russia  has  been  sufficiently  made 
in  its  former  debates,  and  the  means  by 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  proposes  to  give 
effect  to  that  opinion  is  one  that  it  is  not 
Stting  to  the  dignity  of  the  House  or  the 
good  faith  of  the  country  to  adopt. 

Hr.  DBNMAK  said,  he  coald  not  join 
in  the  regret  of  the  bon.  Member  for 
Shorebam  (Ur.  Care)  that  the  Motion  bad 
been  bronght  forwwd,  inaunueh  as  it  af- 
forded Ml  opportani^  of  renewing  the 
protest  they  had  made  on  former  occasions 
against  the  wrongs  of  Pohuid  and  the 


seandalonsTioIation  of  treaties  on  the  part  of 
Russia,  and  he  was  glad  that  the  noble  Lord 
who  had  just  spoken  bad  not  eaid  one  word 
in  derogation  of  those  strong  opinioni 
which  he  bad  eipresaed  noon  that  aubjeet. 
He  agreed  with  the  noble  Ltffd  in  doubting 
whether  there  wonld  be  any  great  use  in 
adopting  the  Resolution.  If  he  were  to 
TOte  for  the  ReiolDtion  it  would  be  simply 
as  a  means  of  recording  again  his  opiuKHi 
that  Russia  had  scandsJously  violated  the 
rights  of  Poland  and  the  Treaty  of  Vienna. 
He  would  be  glad  to  vote  for  such  a  Reso- 
lution, because  he  felt  that  it  would  not  be 
entirely  thrown  away,  and  that  the  gallant 
Poles  valued  very  highly  any  expression  of 
sympathy  on  the  part  of  this  coootry.  He 
could  not  vote,  however,  for  the  last  para- 
graph of  the  Resolution,  because  the  noble 
Lonl,  who  was  too  high  an  authority  for 
him  to  contest  with,  hu  declared  that  the 
payment  of  this  money  wae  quite  inde- 
pendent of  the  stipnkitioai  of  the  Treaty 
of  Vienna.  He  should,  upon  the  whole, 
sdrUe  Uie  hon.  Member  for  the  King's 
GonnW  not  to  divide. 

Mb.  BUTLER-JOHNSTONE  said, 
he  quite  agreed  that  it  was  not  consistent 
with  the  dignity  of  Parliament  to  be  con- 
tinually expressing  a  useless  sympathy  with 
Poland.  There  appeared  to  him  to  be 
somethiog  humiliating  in  the  spectacle 
when  the  struggle  was  over,  during  which 
England  had  refused  to  draw  the  sword  on 
behalf  of  a  gallant  and  suffering  nation, 
that  we  ehoold  content  oonelres  with  pnU 
ing  on  record  a  Anitless  expression  of  sym- 
pathy. For  that  reason  he  regretted  that 
the  subjeot  had  agun  been  bronght  befin 
the  Honae,  and  he  shovld  hare  avowed  the 
Motion  to  be  withdrawn,  as  it  probably 
wonld  be,  without  taking  any  part  in  the  di^ 
eosuon,  had  it  not  been  that  the  noble  Lord 
at  the  head  of  the  GoTcmmeot  bad  taken 
credit  to  himself  and  the  Government  for 
having  acted  in  the  way  in  which  the  sym- 
pathizers of  Poland  desired  them  to  act — 
that  they  had  used  diplomatie  action  in 
favour  of  Poland,  and  that  action  had,  un- 
happily, been  unsuccessful.  The  noble 
Lord  mistook  the  reoommendations  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  King's  County,  and  the 
other  friends  of  Poland,  who  did  not  want 
that  kind  of  sympathy.  What  they  did 
want  was,  not  that  England  should  draw 
Uie  sword,  but,  by  di^omatic  action,  if 
DMsible,  to  indnee  Aastria  to  allow  her 
Gallieian  prorineea  to  go  fno.  It  was  pro- 

rid  that  England  and  France,  in  retnm 
the  oessioo  of  the  Qi 
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ihould  agree  to  gnaraatee  Amtria  the 
vhole  of  her  other  domiDiom  in  eaie  of 
attack  on  her  hj  RuBiia.  That  dtplomatie 
aetton,  reeommeDded  by  the  friendi  of 
Poland  ID  this  ooantry,  might  bare  been 
Buccesiful  or  it  might  not,  but  it  was  eer- 
tainlj  Dot  war.  The  G^orenimeDt,  how- 
ever, took  a  Tery  differeot  oourse,  which 
only  succeeded  in  exciting  the  feelings  of 
the  Russiau  people.  France  was  in  earuest, 
and  was  ready  to  go  to  Var ;  England 
joined  her  in  her  protests  and  in  the  six 
points bnt  when  matters  got  to  this 
length,  and  all  the  worM  thought  that 
we  were  ready  to  go  to  var,  when  Lord 
Russell  heard  that  the  presentation  of  the 
six  points  would  he  taken  by  Prince  Oort- 
Bchakoff  as  a  eanu  Mfi,  the  presentation 
of  the  joint  note  at  St.  Petersburg  was 
stopped  by  telegraph.  This  kind  of  diplo- 
matic action  was  humiliating  to  England, 
and  did  no  good  to  Poland.  The  Govem- 
ment,  thererore,  could  certainly  take  no 
credit  for  haTing  done  anything  which  the 
friends  of  the  Poles  recommended  them  to 
do.  The  cave  of  Poland  was  one  to  which 
Englishmen  conid  not  look  hack  without 
some  humiliation,  for  the  GoTcmment  had 
either  gone  too  far  or  not  far  enough.  Now 
that  the  straggle  was  over  it  certainly 
wonld  he  more  consistent  with  the  dignity 
of  Parliament  to  let  the  matter  pass  in 
silence,  and  for  these  reasons  he  should  not 
support  the  Motion. 

Mr.  darby  GRIFFITH  said,  he 
thought  that  this  wonld  probably  be  almost 
the  ust  oeeasion  upon  which  the  cause 
of  Poland  would  be  brought  forward  tn 
that  House ;  because  that  cause  had  he- 
come  so  hopeless  that  our  warm  ex- 
pression of  sympathy  for  that  country 
might,  as  had  been  truly  said,  do  more 
harm  than  good  to  that  unhappy  nation. 
He  begged  to  point  out  to  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  the  King's 
County,  that  a  fundamental  fallacy  bed 
run  through  the  whole  of  his  arguments 
on  this  subject.  He  invokes  the  aid  of 
this  country  in  favour  of  the  maintenance 
of  the  Treaty  of  Vienna;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  must  be  aware  now  that  the  Poles 
would  be  far  from  accepting  the  provi- 
sions of  that  treaty.  When  he  Tisited  the 
country  himself  some  two  or  tiiree  years 
ago  he  happened  to  arrive  just  at  the  time 
when  the  Count  De  Lambwt,  a  most  intel- 
ligent and  benevolent'minded  gentleman, 
had  been  sent  there  charged  with  a  mission 
by  the  Emperor  conciliating  the  Poles. 
He  was  ready  to  do  anything  whieh  oonld 


be  done,  oonnstently  with  the  maintenanee 
of  his  master's  authority,  to  content  then. 
At  that  time  Warsaw  was  in  a  state  of 
complete  tranquillity,  the  national  emhlema 
were  sold  in  the  shops,  the  patriotic  hymns 
were  sung  in  the  oharcfaes,  and  the  ladies 
were  allowed  to  walk  in  the  public  gardens 
in  any  costume  they  pleased.  That  is  to 
say,  they  were  allowed  to  wear  the  mourn- 
ing which  would  now  send  them  to  Si- 
beria. Bnt  without  wishing  to  blame, 
or  presuming  to  pass  any  judgment  on 
the  conduct  of  the  Poles,  it  was  clear 
that  they  were  not  inclined  to  accept  any 
kind  of  good  Ooremment  from  Russia 
short  of  the  concession  of  their  ancient 
nationality  and  the  cession  of  Litbqania. 
How  that  was  to  ootne  about  was  not  easy 
to  see,  as  of  course  it  was  hopeless  to 
expect  the  consent  of  Russia  to  snch  a 
proposition.  Diplomatic  negotiations,  such 
as  ours,  which  were  not  meant  to  be  en- 
forced, were  futile.  Both  in  this  case  and  that 
of  Denmark  last  year,  our  Government  had 
discovered  the  absurdity  of  supposing  that 
they  could  produce  any  effect  by  merely 
writing  despatches  which  had  no  force  be- 
hind them.  It  has  often  been  said  that  the 
best  English  negotiator  was  a  captain  of  a 
three-decker,  and  the  nltimate  resort  to 
such  an  argument  must  be  imph'ed  in  all 
diplomacy  that  is  to  have  any  weight. 
Sympathising  as  he  did  with  the  Poles,  ho 
conld  not  consent  to  a  Motion  of  this  kind. 
We  must  endeavour  to  judge  &irly  of  all, 
even  of  the  Emperor  of  Rusna.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  the  Poles  were  in  re- 
bellion against  his  authoriU,  as  according 
to  the  Treaty  of  ^enna  ;  for  even  in  this 
country  rebellion  would  be  put  down  by 
the  strong  arm  of  the  law.  If  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  were  to  raise  the  green 
flag  of  rebellion  in  the  middle  of  a  cabbage 
garden  in  Ireland,  as  did  Mr.  Smith 
O'Brien,  he  was  afraid  that  not  even  his 
prepossessing  appearance,  nor  his  com- 
manding eloquence,  nor  his  position  in  that 
House,  as  Member  for  an  Irish  county, 
would  save  him  from  a  fate  which  he  wonld 
shudder  to  contemplate,  and  which  they 
wonld  all  deplore. 

Mb.  HENNBSST  said,  that  after  the 
debate  whieh  had  taken  place,  he  would  not 
press  the  Motion  to  a  division. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  mthdraion. 

SELECT  COHMITTEB  ON  TRADE  WITH 
FOREIGN  NATIONS— QUESTION. 
Ma.  W.  E.  FORSTBR  said,  he  rose  to 
ask,  What  steps,  if  JeQ^i^^'fe 


1851   SM  CommiitM  on  T^ads     fCOUMONS)      with  Fonign  JTaAom.  ]S£S 


QoTerameat  hare  taken,  or  intend  to  take, 
to  carrj  oat  the  recommanclationa  of  tbe 
Committeo  appwnted  laat  Session  to  in- 
qnire  into  tu  arrangemoit  between  the 
foreign  Office  and  tl»  Board  of  Trade  in 
reference  to  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Na- 
tions ?    If  the  House  would  allow  biiUi 
he  shoQld  Tery  briefly  give  some  explana- 
tion wbj  tiie  Committee  oame  to  the  reso- 
latiOQB  they  did,  for  though  the  sabjeotwas 
a  dull  one  it  was  not  unimportaat.  When 
a  Committee  had  been  appointed  to  in- 
*  quire  into  the  relations  whioh  one  De- 
partment of  the  Goremment  bore  to  ano- 
ther, be  was  sure  the  House  would  feel 
that  the  labours  of  such  a  Committee  were 
a  matter  whioh  was  deserving  of  their  con- 
sideratioD.   Tbe  House  would  remember 
that  this  Committee  had  been  appointed 
ananimously  after  he  had  ventared  to  bring 
tbe  Bubjeet  before  tbe  House  at  the  request 
of  a  large  body  of  eommerenl  men,  in- 
cluding the  representatives  of  most  of  the 
Chambers  of  Commerce  in  this  conntry 
who  felt  that  there  were  great  evils  affect- 
ing their  interests  from  the  system  of 
double  action  on  tbe  part  of  the  Foreign 
Office  and  the  Board  of  Trade  on  foreign 
commercial  matters.    He  felt  that  it  would 
have  been  desirable  if  the  Cliairmansbip  of 
the  Committee  had  been  intrusted  to  some 
one  of  more  weight  and  ability  than  him- 
self ;  but  though  he  hsd  had  the  oonduct 
of  the  Committee's  proceediugs.  he  had 
been  assisted  by  hon.  Gentlemen  of  far 
greater  weight  and  of  the  greatest  ex- 
perience and  standing  in  the  House  in  such 
matters— 'among  whom  ha  might  specially 
mention  his  hen.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Boehdsle  (Ur.  Gobden),  whose  absence  on 
the  present  occasion  be  much  regretted. 
The  complaints  made  by  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  were  fully  stated  in  their  Re- 
port of  the  Committee ;  and  though  the 
foundation  for  those  statements  ba4  been 
disputed  by  his  hon.  Friend  the  Uember 
for  Soothwark  (Mr.  Layard),  and  other 
officials,  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Committee  had  not  tended  to  remove 
from  the  minds  of  commercial  men  tliat 
these  evils  really  existed  —  on  tbe  eon- 
trary,  it  bad  rather  confirmed  that  be- 
lief.   The  evil  effects  of  tbe  delay  arising 
from  the  double  action  of  the  two  Depart- 
ments was  shown  bj  the  correspondence 
which  had  taken  place  between  them  in 
regard  to  the  Bdgian  Trea^.  Again,  when 
it  was  understood  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment that  it  was  probable  tbe  Italian 
Govemment  were  going  to  rwwdfll  thor 
Ur.  W.  B.  FanUr 


tariff,  the  Foreign  Office  reqnested  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  furnish  them  with  a 
communication  on  the  snbjeet  i  but  the 
paper  drawn  up  by  tbe  Board  of  Trade 
on  the  22nd  of  Apnl,  1862,  was  put  aside 
in  some  pigeon-hole  of  the  Foreign  Office, 
and  did  not  again  see  the  light  till  Febru- 
ary, 1863,  when  onr  Mtoister  at  Turin 
having  aent  over  his  own  draft  a  search 
was  made  for  it.    The  practical  result  of 
this  want  of  cftaimunieation  between  the 
two  Departments  was  that  a  duty  was 
levied  on  an  article  which  would  not  have 
been  imposed  but  for  that  mishap,  for 
when  the  Italian  Govemment  were  re- 
modelling  their  tariff,   there  being  no 
Italian  intwests  to  be  benefited  by  con- 
tinuing the  protection  as  regarded  jute, 
there  eould  be  no  doubt  that,  if  tliere  had 
been  any  one  at  Turin  who  knew  anything 
of  the  requiremeuta  of  English  commerce 
in  regard  to  that  artide^  the  Italian  Go- 
vernment would  have  lowered  the  dntj  on 
jute ;  but,  unfortunately,  the  matter  was 
not  suggested  to  them.    It  would  be  found 
by  the  eTtdeooe  taken  before  the  Commit- 
tee that  there  was  not  any  one  in  the  Fo- 
reign Office  whose  special  business  it  was 
to  Took  after  commercial  matters.  During 
the  course  of  the  investigations  of  the 
Committee  the  Under  Secretary  for  Fo- 
reign Affairs  sent  out  inquiriea  to  onr  dif- 
ferent diplomatic  representatives  on  the 
Continent,  asluog  them  for  information  as 
to  the  arrangemente  by  which  the  action  * 
of  foreign  Gofemments  was  conducted  with 
respect  to  th«r  foreign  trade.   A  series 
of  very  interesting  answers  were  obtained; 
bnt,  unfortunately  for  their  delibentiona, 
the  Committee  did  not  receive  those  re- 
plies till  the  inquiry  bad  nearly  come  to 
an  end  ;  and  he  did  not  know  whether  they 
should  have  obtained  tliem  oven  then,  only 
they  had  been  informed  that  there  were 
one  or  two  such  documents  in  existence. 
It  would  be  found  from  these  replies  that 
in  foreign  countries  there  was  generally  a 
Ministry  of  Commerce  as  well  as  a  Foreign 
Office  ;  and  that  there  was  a  special  de- 
partment in  their  Foreign  Office  for  com- 
mercial matters,  and  a  special  department 
in  their  Board  of  Trade  for  Foreign  Offiee 
busbess.    While  he  did  not  want  Ei^land 
to  imitate  foreign  conotriea  in  all  matters, 
he  thought  the  system  to  which  he  had 
r^red  acted  better  than  oura.  The 
Board  of  Trade  in  this  conntry,  on  tiie 
whole,  did  its  work  very  well.   There  were 
in  that  D^artment  gentlemen  wall  veraed 
in  the  oomnwne  (rf  the  90Qati7ftjMfd.in 
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the  principles  of  p6litioel  eoooomj ;  and 
he  had  no  fault  to  find  with  the  knowledge 
poseeased  bj  the  Board  of  Trade  in  com- 
meraial  malten  and  in  foreign  ooininercial 
mattm  aspeeiaU/.   Bat  when  thej  came 
to  see  how  that  eommanial  knowledge  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  me  brought  to  bear, 
and  bow  &r  it  was  afailable  fw  the  llbis- 
ter  who  had  to  oonduct  our  relations  with 
foreign  countries,  tbey  found  that  in  the 
Foreign  Office  there  were*  no  special  per- 
sons appointed  who  gave  their  attention  to 
commercial  matters,  and  that  the  commu- 
nication between  the  two  Offices  was  made 
in  writing.     The  relations  between  the 
Foreign  Office  and  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
England  were  different  from  those  con- 
neetiug  similar  Departments  abroad.  There 
was  anoUier  point  of  difference  between 
England  and  foreign  countries.  Although 
this  was  essentiallj  a  commercial  countrjr, 
the  Board  of  Trade  did  not  hold  a  poaition 
equivalent  to  the  office  of  Uiniiter  of  Com- 
meroe  on  the  CoDtineot.   Tbe  offioe  was 
looked  upon  in  the  famil/  of  the  Cabinet 
somewhat  in  the  light  of  a  poor  relation, 
and  there  was  no  regoUtion  that  its  Presi- 
dent must  necessarily  be  a  member  of  the 
Cabinet,  notwithstanding  the  office  was  now 
held  by  a  vety  influential  Member  of  tbe 
Cabinet.     The  Committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  matter  had  to  consider 
three  suggestions  : — First,  that  the  Board 
of  Trade  should  do  all  the  work  by  itself ; 
'secondly,  that  the  Foreign  Office  should 
act  entirely  upon  its  own  respennbility ; 
and  thirdly,  that  the  two  offices  shonld  do 
the  work  conjointly  as  at  present,  but  with 
better  arrangements  for  eommnnioation 
between  them.   The  firat  proposition  was 
not  Tery  eerieaily  disenseed  by  the  Com- 
uittec^  in  conseqoenee  of  the  diffienlUea 
whieh  it  was  fdt  wonid  arise  if  two  Forogn 
Offices  were  in  existenee.    It  would  not  do 
to  huTe  two  sets  of  negotiators  with  foreign 
countries.  With  regara  to  the  second  pro- 
position, that  the  Foreign  Offioe  should  do 
all  the  work  unaided,  tbe  Committee  found 
upon  ioquir;  that  although  it  was  the 
practice  of  the  Foreign  Office  to  ooniult 
the  Board  of  Trade  upon  commercial  mat- 
ters, yet  it  was  entirely  within  their  discre- 
tion whether  they  should  do  so  or  not,  or 
even  whether  they  should  act  upon  sooh 
advice  when  given.    There  waa'  a  strong 
feeling  in  the  Committee  that  such  a  state 
of  thiags  should  be  altered,  but  there  was 
a  great  difflBrenee  of  opinion  as  to  what 
remedy  oqght  to  be  appUed.   He  wee  gbd 
to  aee  Che  Seeratary  of  Stale  for  the  Colo- 


niea,  who  as  an  old  President  of  the-  Board 
of  Trade  was  exanuned  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  expressed  his  opinion  with 
force  that  the  Foreign  Office  should  be  left 
to  do  iti  own  work,  and  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  should  be  mainly  conanltalive.  He 
had  no  mat  reapeet  far  Boards  of  any 
kind,  and  would  not  mneh  regret  to  see 
them  all  abolished  —  except  only  the  Ca- 
binet.   As  to  all  Ezeeottve  fuoetions  the 
principle  ought  to  he  to  make  tbe  respon- 
sibility as  strong  as  possible  on  individuals. 
The  Board  of  Trade  was  curiously  consti- 
tuted.   Originally  he  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
was  a  Member — this,  however,  was  not  the 
case;  but  the  Lord  Cliancellor  was  on  it, 
so  was  the  Speaker,  so  were  the  Secretaries 
of  State.    Practically,  however,  the  Board 
was  the  President,  and  the  only  objection 
which  could  be  made  to  it  as  a  Boud  waa 
Uiat  the  duties  of  the  Vice  President  were 
not  Buffieiently  de0ned^  and  that  he  had 
very  little  to  do,  except  to  take  the  place 
of  the  President  when  that  gentleman  was 
absent    He  objected  to  tiie  Board  being 
consultative  —  it  ought  to  be  altogether 
Bxecntive  and  attend  to  its  own  special 
business  like  other  Departments  of  the  Go- 
vernment.   But  even  as  a  consultative 
Board,  yet  most  of  the  Offices  did  not 
appear  anxious  for  its  assistance;  for  in- 
stance, the  India  Office  never,  and  tbe 
Colonial  Office  and  the  Treasury  rarely, 
consulted  it.    He  believed  the  reason  to  be 
that  th<ae  Offioea  were  themselves  com- 
pelled to  obtain  informaUon  on  matters 
which  concerned  them,  and  when  they  had 
obtained  that  infiH'mation  they  felt  no  ne- 
oessity  for  applying  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
for  assistanee.    The  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affiurs,  in  support  of  hit  views, 
statea  that  the  Foreign  Office  had  such 
an  immense  amount  of  work  to  get  through 
that  it  was  impossible  for  it  to  acquire  the 
amount  of  knowledge  necessary  for  con- 
ducting its  commercial  business.  This 
argument,  however,  did  not  have  much 
weight  wi^  either  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  or  with  himself,  and  he  could 
not  help  having  a  lurking  suspicion  that 
tho  Foreign  Office  might  find  out  that 
in  future  it  would  have  less  to  do  with 
foreign  oountries  than  hitherto,  and  might, 
therefore,  be  able  to  devote  more  time 
to  matters  of  trade.    But,  however  that 
might  b^  the  real  argnment  that  weighed 
with  the  Committee  was  thia  —  that  tbe 
Board  of  Trade  poMeaaed  much  infbrma- 
tioa  00  oommereial  aubjeetSY-and  tluHt 
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the  Foreign  Office  did  not,  and  though 
he  thought  thejr  ought  to  posras  that  in- 
formation, still,  while  the/  wwe  acquiring 
it,  it  wonld  be  desirable  ^at  the;  should 
have  the  adrantage  of  the  knowledge  of 
the  Board  of  Trade.  He  now  came  to  the 
actual  recommendations  of  the  Committee. 
Thejr  were  these — 

"  1.  That  th»  Board  of  Trade  be  placed  more 
nearly  upon  an  eqaality  with  the  Foreign  Office 
than  it  ia  at  present,  in  order  that  ita  opinion, 
vhOD  asked,  may  hare  doe  weight,  and  that  ita 
eUef  ba  alwajra  a  Member  of  the  Ga^tinet. 

"  2.  That  the  Board  of  Trade  be  pat  in  direct 
communication  vith  tbe  members  of  the  diplomatic 
and  consular  sorriooa,  and  that  such  communica- 
tion be  carried  on  through  the  Foreign  Office,  with 
Buch  provisions  as  shall  prevent  ooUision.  Lastly, 
that  an  officer  or  officera  be  appointed  in  the 
Foreign  Office  to  oondnot  ita  ewreBpODdenoe 
with  the  Board  of  Trade." 

The  offset  of  the  first  reeommendation  was 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  should  hare  its 
fall  weight  until  there  ceased  to  be  any 
neeesBity  For  consulting  it  at  all — and  that 
woold  be  when  the  Foreign  Office  felt 
itself  able  to  do  its  own  work.  On  this 
point  he-must  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Aaliton  (Ur.  Mlloer 
Gibson)  to  give  a  definite  reply  to  a 
Bpecific  question — namely,  whether  he  did 
not  think  it  would  be  adrantageoua  to 
establish  a  rule  that  all  cases  should  he 
recorded  in  which  the  Foreign  Office  bar- 
ing  consulted  the  Bosrd  of  Trade  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  adopt  the  advice  of 
the  Board.  The  two  other  reooramenda- 
tions  of  the  Committee  were  more  imme- 
diately praetioal  than  the  first  one,  and 
if  earried  oat  their  elbek  would  be  to 
bring  to  bear  in  the  most  raluable  man- 
ner possible  the  aBBtstauce  and  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Foreign  Office  abroad  as  well  as 
at  home.  The  Foreign  Office  might  be 
regarded  as  being  divided  into  two  branches 
—  the  Home  Department,  in  Downing 
Street,  and  the  Foreign  Department,  re- 
presented by  our  Ambassadors  and  Con- 
suls abroad ;  and  what  was  required 
was  that  the  knowledge  of  detail  and  of 
political  economy  possessed  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  should  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
both  those  branches.  He  desired  to  be  in- 
formed by  his  hon.  Friend  whether  any  steps 
have  been  ot  were  intended  to  be  taken 
by  tbe  Foreign  Office  to  cany  out  that  se- 
cond reeommendation.  He  uoderBtood  from 
the  speech  of  his  rig^t  hon.  Friend  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  at  Ash- 
ton,  that  something  had  been  done  towards 
Mr.  W,  S,  Ibnter 


the  carrying  out  of  the  last  reoommenda> 
tion,  that  an  officer  or  officers  should  be 
appointed  in  the  Foreign  Offiee  to  eondnet 
the  eorrespondenee  with  the  Board  of 
Trade ;  and  he  trusted  that  they  should  find 
that  it  was  not  merely  that  a  olerk  had  bem 
appointed  to  sort  the  letters  and  take  care 
that  they  did  not  get  lost  in  the  pigeon- 
holes— although  that  wonld  be  something 
—but  that  some  gentleman  had  been  se- 
lected to  hold  personal  oommunioation  with 
the  Board  of  Trade,  who  would  hare  such 
authority  and  occupy  such  a  position  that 
he  could  inform  the  Foreign  Minister  what 
ought  to  be  done  in  all  matters  of  com- 
merce. He  might  be  asked,  **  Why  do 
you  men  of  business  care  bo  much  about 
the  intenial  working  of  official  departments  ? 
What  can  they  do  ror  yon  ?  It  may  be  reiy 
well  tliat  men  in  the  Foreign  Office,  and 
also  at  tlie  Board  of  Trade,  should  under- 
stand the  prinoiplea  of  politieal  economy  and 
the  various  branches  of  commerce,  but  how 
can  they  help  trade  ?  '*  To  this  he  replied, 
that  there  were  many  matters  of  detwl  in 
which  commercial  men  would  always  require 
the  assistance  of  the  representatives  of  our 
Goveroment  abroad  and  of  our  officials  at 
home — such  sb  the  operation  of  the  taws 
with  respect  to  trade  markE  and  the  inter- 
pretation of  tariff's — which  rendered  it  neces- 
sary that  there  should  he  persons  connected 
with  the  Government  to  whom  commercial 
men  might  go  and  make  complaints,  and 
who  it  was  very  desirable  should  be  as  wdl 
informed  as  possible.  He  would  go  further 
and  admit  that  he  and  those  at  whose  re- 
quest he  had  moved  in  this  matter,  thought 
that  something  might  still  be  done  by  thie 
country  to  promote  trade  between  this 
country  and  foreign  natimw,  and  uperially 
to  obtain  the  dimmution  of  those  pro- 
hibitory and  protective  doties  which  bad 
doue  so  much  to  restrict  it.  Let  it  not  be 
supposed,  however,  that  they  desired  to 
return  to  the  practice  of  making  bargains 
by  treaties.  He  had  never  heard  any 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  or  any  commereial 
man  regret  the  apparent  generosity,  but 
real  prudence,  with  which  when  we  made 
the  treaty  with  France  we  eitended  its 
advantages  to  all  other  foreign  nations,  and 
thus  deprived  oorselves  of  the  power  of  evw 
again  buying  a  favourable  tariff ;  and  if,  as 
the  boo.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs  had  asserted,  any 
pressure  had  erer  been  put  upon  the  Go- 
vernment by  merdiants  trading  to  China 
or  elsewhere,  to  induce  them  to  take  eteps 
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one  with  whom  he  had  ever  oome  in  cod* 
taot.  He,  nnd  those  with  whom  be  wu 
toting.  raTolted  from  the  idea  of  either 
bnlljiag  or  bribing  other  nations  into  trade 
with  U8,  hot  they  still  believed  that  some- 
thing eould  be  done  hy  the  Oovemment  in 
the  matter.  Let  th^  House  see  what  an 
effsethad  been  prodooed  in  Eu*ope  by  the 
bon.  Ifemher  for  Roehdale  haring  indneed 
the  Emperor  of  the  Freneh  to  sot  upon 
eomparatirely  free  trade  principles.  The 
example  of  France  was  now  operating 
wpon  ererycoantrj  on  the  Continent.  He 
hoped  that  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Kewoastie  (Mr.  Somerset  Beaumont) 
would  be  able  to  tell  the  House  some- 
thing of  the  effect  which  that  eiample 
was  producing  in  Austria.  It  had  been 
felt  in  the  ZoIIrerein,  and  there  were 
some  symptoms  that  its  influence  had 
extended  even  to  Russia.  The  oootinental 
nations  were  beeoming  conTineed  that  pro- 
tection was  injurious  alike  to  the  eon«amer 
and  the  producer,  and  starred  the  revenue. 
Ha  knew  that  the  improvement  of  die  rela- 
tioBS  between  two  Offices  of  our  Oovera- 
ment  could  have  no  inflaenee  upon  the 
eitention  of  eommeree  eomparable  to  that 
whieh  was  now  being  exereised  by  the  in- 
crease  of  freedom,  whieh  was  being  acquired 
by  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  by  the  eflfect 
of  the  inoreaae  of  railway  and  telegraphic 
oommnnioation,  which  was  daily  bringing 
manufacturers  into  closer  intercourse  with 
each  other,  from  whieh  they  learnt  that 
they  could  do  without  protection,  and  even 
by  the  necessity  which  GoTernments  were 
experiencing  for  raising,  to  provide  for  the 
expense  of  their  enormous  standing  armies, 
revenues  which  they  eould  never  obtain 
under  a  proteotiTe  ayatem  ;  but  he  believed 
that  our  representatives  abroad  and  our 
officials  at  borne,  might  do  much  either  to 
hasten  the  proipresB  of  free  trade  or  to 
retard  it.  whenever  toreiga  Oovenimenta 
set  to  work  to  amend  laws  or  tarift  which 
interfered  with  trade,  to  the  advantage  of 
this  eonntry — and  every  such  amendment 
must  be  to  our  advantage — they  would 
eipeek  to  find  in  our  Ministers  both  at  borne 
and  abroad  knowledge,  seal,  and  earnest- 
ness on  the  subject ;  and  if  they  found 
them  apathetic,  ignorant,  or  careless,  they 
would  themselves  naturally  be  disheartened. 
AH  that  he  asked  was  that  there  should  be 
established  between  these  two  Offices  such 
relations  that  our  Ministers  at  home  and  our 
representatives  abroad  should  be  enabled 
by  poaaeising  a  knowledge  of  the  prindples 
of  politieal  economy,  «na  bj  being  in  oom- 
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mnnioation  with  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers, to  seiie  every  opportunity  of  extend- 
ing onr  commerce ;  and  he  did  not  think 
that  be  was  asking  too  much.  He  most 
acknowledge  that  the  Government  paid 
much  more  attention  to  this  subject  than 
it  did  two  or  three  years  ago,  and  that,  in 
faot,  there  waa  pnctieally  very  little  fanlt 
to  be  found  at  present.  He  felt  assured 
that,  day  by  day,  the  Fordgn  Offioe  would 
see  more  and  more  elearly  that  they  would 
better  promote  the  Interests  of  this  country 
abroad  by  attending  to  this  matter,  than 
by  dynastic  intermeddling  or  even  by  giving 
advice  to  other  countries  as  to  the  manage* 
ment  of  their  affairs. 

Mb.  HORSFALL  said,  that  he  had 
read  the  Report  of  the  Committee  with  the 
greatest  attention,  and  he  had  also  read  a 
great  portion  of  the  evidence;  but  he  did 
not  altogether  agree  with  the  conclusions 
to  which  thejr  had  come.  With  the  first 
recommendation  of  the  Committee — that 
of  placing  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  on  an  equality  with  the  other  Mi- 
nisters of  the  Crown,  and  making  him  at 
all  times  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet — he  en- 
tirely agreed;  but  ha  had  looked  in  vain  for 
any  evidence  to  support  the  second  one,  that 
the  Board  of  Trade  should  be  placed  in 
direct  commoDication  with  the  members  of 
the  consular  and  diplomatic  service  throogh 
the  Foreign  Office.  The  President  of  the 
Bradford  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Mr. 
Ripley,  absolutely  and  repeatedly  declined 
to  give  any  opinion  upon  the  subject. 
Mr.  Behrens,  a  merchant  of  the  same 
town,  said  that  the  only  office  that  could 
he  responsible  was  the  Foreign  Offioe. 
Mr.  Allbusen,  a  merchant  of  Newcastle- 
npon-Tyne,  handed  in  a  long  memorial 
from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  that 
place,  but  it  contained  not  a  word  as  to 
whether  the  responsibility  sbonld  rest  with 
the  Board  of  Trade  or  with  the  Foreign 
Office.  Mr.  Akroyd,  of  Halifax,  fbmiarly 
a  Member  of  that  House,  said  diat  he 
should  like  to  see  a  Minister  of  Com- 
meroe,  but  that  he  ought  to  be  at  the 
Foreign  Office.  One  merchant,  Mr.  Ash- 
worth,  the  President  of  the  Manchester 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  certainly  appeared 
to  lean  towards  the  Board  of  Trade.  His 
answer  was  a  very  peculisr  one,  but  those 
who  had  experience  of  the  conciliatory 
manner  of  the  President  of  that  Board, 
and  knew  how  eourteons  a  reception  he 
l^ve  to  any  gentleman  who  approaohed 
htm,  eould  aaaily  aeoonnt  for  itajnnguage. 
Mr.  Ashverth  aaid— Digitized  byCjOOQlC 
8  0  ^ 


iSffO   SMCtmmiUumTVaSe    (COUKOKS)     tvUh  ^lartiffn  2Mmi.  1860 

the  vlev  ia  4|Mitiim.  The  hon.  QentU- 
man  ^tok*  of  delaja  ftt  the  Foreign  Office; 
but  be  (Mr.  Honfall)  htd  no  mk  ddajs 
to  complain  of,  and  no  one  had  had  more 
opportanities  of  judging.  The  Forngn 
Office  were  not  tbe  ooTy  body  who  were 
complained  of  for  ^delajr,  for  Ur.  Ham- 
mond told  the  CoBcnittee  that  tbe  ForngD 
Offieo  were  two  months  in  gettiog  an  an- 
swer from  the  Bradford  Gfaauber  of  Com- 
merce. Another  complaint  was,  that  tbe 
Chambers  of  Commerce  were  not  pot  in 
commoaioation  with  the  Italian  Depotj 
who  eame  orer  te  this  oountrj  od  the 
tnbjeet  oi  a  oomraereial  treaty.  Nov, 
in  his  opinion,  nothing  ooold  be  more  fatal 
to  the  snoeeis  of  a  oommercial  treaty  than 
for  it  to  be  known  that  it  was  brought 
forward  on  tbe  au^estioos  of  the  Cham- 
ben  of  Commeroe  in  tfata  eoontry.  He 
should  like  to  refer  to  a  letter  written  en 
this  snlject  by  the  h(m.  Heaher  for  Roeh- 
dale  (Ur.  Cobden),  dated  July  16.  1863. 
Thenon.  Uember  said — 


•*W«  hm  luthetto  had  T«rr  ^miliar  ioter^ 
eonrse  with  tbe  Board  of  Trade ;  the  directors 
whenOTer  thej  oome  to  Londoo  are  alwayt  wel- 
come tfaere^  If  thej  go  to  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
ask  for  iofinmation  ibtj  flod  wnrj  fnedom  ef 
aeeea  and  AaiiUui^  thare;  th^  are  alwaja 
wdl  neskni.  Bnt  I  do  not  know  a  man  who 
•rer  went  to  the  Foreign  Offioe  essept  npon  a 
depatation  ;  I  do  not  myself  know  any  infUridnal 
in  tbo  PorMsn  Oflin  bmnd  tbo  hon.  Under  Se- 
entarr  ftr  FoMign  Aflibs  Umsdll" 

If  Hr.  Aahirorth  had  been  ao  frequently  at 
the  Board  of  Trade,  ^nd  had  nerer  Men 
at  the  Foreign  Office  except  on  a  depu- 
tation, be  would  not  be  considered  a  rery 
competont  witness  in  tbe  present  case.  It 
had,  however,  been  his  (Mr.  HorsfaU's) 
duty,  as  the  represontatire  of  a  consider- 
able seaport,  to  go  to  the  Foreign  Office 
■0  often  that  he  must  have  been  sometimes 
considered  a  nuisance,  and  his  experience 
was  that  as  much  oommercial  information 
waa  to  he  obtained  there  as  at  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  be  must  say  that  all  bis  re- 
presentations had  met  with  prompt  and 
immediate  attention.  Tbe  Secretary  to 
the  Dundee  Chamber  of  Oommeree  thooght 
it  would  be  better  if  tbe  Foreign  Office 
managed  affaire  of  trade  with  foreign 
eountrlea  entirely,  and  if  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter. 
Ur.  Lindsay,  tbe  Member  for  Sunderland, 
was  examined  before  the  Committee.  He 
was  asked— 

"  Do  f  ou  think  that  it  wonld  be  more  adranta- 
geotu  to  keep  the  power  of  negotiation  in  the 
bands  of  the  Foreign  Offlee,  and  to  give  no  Exe- 
entirt  power  to  tbo  Board  of  IVadet  ItUnkit 
would  be  mndi  more  deairsble  to  fce^  tbe  power 
of  negotiating  in  all  such  matters  a«  those  to 
which  tbe  honourable  Chairman  baa  referred  in 
tbe  hands  of  tbe  Foreign  OtBoe.  Upon  what  do 
ym  base  that  opinion  ?  Mj  reastm  is,  that  I 
think  the  woik  woold  be  done  witb  num  promp- 
titade ;  and  if  those  negotiations  were  Mitirelr 
in  tbe  hands  of  tlie  Foreign  OfBoe  onr  diplom»- 
Usta  abroad  woold  aeocBurflr  in  their  training 
be  obliged  to  gain  a  knowledge  of  oommeroiu 
aflhirs  which  woatd  be  ▼erT'  taeful  to  this  ooan- 
ti7,  and  tb^  wonld,  eonseqaMitlr,  be  moob  more 
eompefeanfc  to  deal  witb  tboss  qosstiOBS  than  thej 
ate  now." 

Tbe  hon.  Gentleman  had  cited  the  OTidenoe 
giren  by  Lord  Ualmesbnry,  who,  aaeing 
the  feeling  among  oertun  Qentlemen,  aaid 
that  be  saw  no  oljeotion  to  eommnnica- 
tiois  from  the  Board  of  Trade  going  under 
COTtr  from  the  Forwgn  Office  to  onr  Ui- 
Biatert  «nd  Connie  abroad,  fiut  Bart 
BumU,  who  bad  eonsideraUo  ezperieDoe 
at  the  Foreign  Office,  and  Lord  CUrendoo. 
«h»  had  hail  still  greater  experienet  mt 
the  Ferai^  OCee,  and  al  the  Board  of 
Trade  besides,  were  de«dedly  (^pooed  to 


"  As  a  general  rale,  I  shoold  aaj  that  noesa- 
nendations  emanating  pabliolj  from  onr  own 
eommeroial  bodies  mnst  afford  verj  disadvaata- 
fftmu  gronada  fer  tbe  Foreign  OflSee  in  attempt- 
ing to  move  other  OoTemmenta  to  rednoe  thefr 
tanA.  I  can  understand  that  oar  diplomatists 
abroad  might,  in  a  qaiet  way,  by  keeping  foreign 
Goremments  well  informed  of  the  ben^t  which 
a  free  trade  policy  has  ooofefred,  not  only  on  tbe 
prMpwity  of  onr  people,  but  (what  is  still  more 
preotons  to  nders)  m  the  interests  of  the  pnbtie 
rereooe,  indnee  them  from  motins  ofsd^irtarsst 
to  follow  enr  example ;  but  from  the  momsnt 
that  it  is  known  tiiat  oar  diplomasy  is  set  in  mo- 
tion by  onr'  Chambers  of  Commeroe  to  urge  a  re- 
daction in  tbe  tarifh  of  other  ooantries,  it  plaoes 
foreign  GoTemments,  which  are  generally  more 
enligMnsd  and  disinterested  on  eeonomieal  nvm- 
tiooi  thao  thtir  people,  in  tbe  dlsadmitagMnB 
position  of  appearing  to  move  under  foreign  in- 
flaenoe  for  the  ben^t  of  aliens ;  and  thae  the 
moat  sedactire  arguments  are  famished  to  the 
Protectionists,  who  can  appeal  to  the  prejadiees 
and  even  to  tbe  patriotimi  of  tbe  peo|He,  in  d»- 
ienoe  of  what  they  call  the  rights  of  natire  in- 
dustiy.  I  hare,  whenerer  an  oppwtanity  has 
oftared,  sxpressed  these  views  to  ins  Btsmbsra  of 
onr  Ouunben  of  Commcme.'* 

Nothing  eould  more  dearly  show  ^o  im- 
propriety of  placing  onr  Chambers  of 
Commerce  in  oommunioation  with  the  Ito* 
liao  Dapnty.  The  third  recommendation 
seemed  to  point  to  an  increase  on  tbe 
Btaff  of  the  Foreign  Office  in  order  to 
oondvot  the  correspendenee  between  tbe 
Foreign  Office  and  the  Board  of  Trale. 
If  the  effimency  of  tbe  Foreiga  CHDoe 
wvre  tbns  inoreaeed,  no  one  eonU  object. 
He  did  not  ernil  either  at  the  Beyort  w 
the  aridenee  of  tin  OommitlaBk  aiKtlf.tha 

Digitized  by  VjOUy 


1861  SoUot  ConmUU*  on  7Wk2»  (Miboh 


17,  18651    vntk  FtnifH  iraHom.  1863 


kbonrs  of  the  Comtnitiw  rasalted  in  the 
more  effioiwt  action  of  the  Forngn  Offiee 
ia  mattera  of  trade  and  oommeree  no  one 
would  rejoiee  more  than  himself. 

Mr.  LOWB  :  Before  my  right  Hon. 
Friend  ^e  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  replies  to  the  queation  put  to  him, 
it  maj  be  oonrenient  that  I  should  urge 
the  view  that  has  stronglj  taken  possession 
ef  mf  Bind,  and  whioh  has  been  Endowed 
forth  in  some  degree  hj  the  hon.  ICember 
for  Liverpool  (Mr.  Hmfall).  The  Bwrd 
of  Trad*— of  whieh  I  speak  with  some 
knowledge^  haring  been  Vioe  President  for 
two  years  and  a  half— nnaj  be  said  to  pos- 
sess two  separate  jurisdiotiona — its  com- 
mon-law and  ita  atafartorj  jurisdiotion. 
The  latter  eoDsista  of  a  number  of  duties 
relatii^  to  merahant  shippiDg,  railways, 
and  other  matters,  which  have  been  thrown 
upon  it  by  A  suoeeemn  of  statutes.  These 
are  matters  of  detail,  requiring,  no  doubt, 
knowledge,  diseretbn,  aod  ability,  but 
tbey  are  not  of  the  first  rank  in  public 
biuineM.  Besides  thta,  the  Board  of 
Trade  liaa  ita  eommon-law  jurisdiotion, 
whiok  oonnits  in  being  called  apon  to 
advise  tiie  Denrtmeqta  w  the  Government 
on  matters  relating  to  tradt  and  oommeree. 
Tbei*  is  besides  the  statistical  department, 
wUch  nu^t  nearly  h  wdl  belong  to  any 
otker  oifil  branch  of  the  pnblie  swrioe. 
That  is  a  ro^;fa  aocoont  of  the  dutiea  of  the 
Board.  As  to  the  consultative  department 
of  the  Board,  it  no  doubt  had  its  origin  in 
an  age  that  was  barbarous  in  matters.  It 
arose  at  a  time  described  by  Brelyo,  when 
tlM  Qovernmeat  ef  Charles  II.  were  afraid 
that  the  American  colonies  would  take  the 
course  adopted  by  them  100  years  after- 
wards, aad  throw  off  their  eonnection 
with  the  mother  country.  It  was  estab- 
liabed  at  a  time  when  it  was  a  reoeived 
axiom  of  political  science  that  it  was  the 
dotj  of  Oovemraent  to  regnlate,  pre- 
teet.  and  pnmoto  the  tnde  of  its  own 
eenntry,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  was 
eonsidered  to  be  tiie  deposttoiy  of  that 
kind  of  bre.  suoh  aa  it  was,  by  whioh  the 
action  of  Oevernnent  was  regelated. 
New,  of  oonrse,  we  know  that  do  task 
wonld  be  more  diffiealt,  if  not  impossible, 
than  to  advise  the  Government  well  on 
sneb  subjeots.  It  was,  however,  no  won- 
der, when  trade  was  oonsiderad  to  be  a  sort 
of  political  mystery,  that  it  waa  ooMidered 
neceesary  to  set  a^e  a  maater  of  that  poli- 
tienl  aoienee  to  advise  the  Qoveroment  on 
thosn^tten.  Whw  the  Governnientoon- 
deBcended  to  refolnte  what  ft  man  wu  to 


pay  for  hia  broad  and  meat,  and  what  pat- 
tern of  buttona  be  should  wear  on  his  ooaft, 
and  having  led  him  by  the  hand  all  his 
life  would  not  lay  him  in  his  coffin  without 
regnlatiag  the  wofdleo  shroud  with  which 
he  was  to  be  oovered — it  was  no  wonder 
that  a  Qovemmant  whieh  surroonded  ita 
aniijeetB  witb  such  paternal  care  should 
constitute  a  Department  with  aueb  delicate 
and  difficult  jariadieUona.  Bat  I  reaUy 
thought  we  had  got  to  the  end  of  all  these 
things.  I  read  the  evidence  given  by  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  with  the  great- 
est adoiiretioot  and  gave  it  my  cordial 
assent.  1  had  Uboured  under  the  impres- 
sioB  that  the  Ume  had  come  when  we  bad 
discovered  that  there  are  no  mysteries  to 
communicate  on  this  subject,  when  the 
whole  queatien  has  resulrod  itself  into  a 
single  maxim,  and  when  the  entire  hnsi- 
ness  which  the  Government  here  with  the 
tnde  ot  the  country  might  be  described 
by  the  pithy  axiom  o(  hori  Melbourne, 
"Why  can't  yon  let  it  alone!"  That 
being  the  view  I  am  disposed  to  take  ef 
the  subject,  I  should  have  been  better 
pleased  if  the  Committee  had  recommended 
tiiat  this  oouBoltative  department  should  be 
swept  away  and  abolidied  altogether — the 
expense  saved  to  eoontry,  and  the  use- 
less utd  onneoetsary  machinery  removed.  I 
can  imagine  no  good  purpose  that  it  an- 
swers ;  and  if  I  were  disposed  to  ooneede 
that  ^ere  is  anyUiiug  in  the  wants  and 
necessities  of  the  public  scrTice  eorre- 
aponding  to  the  duties  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  I  can  imagine  nothing  worse  than 
the  principle  (tf  haf  ing  a  consaltative  de- 
partment at  all.  For  one  department  to 
advise  and  aaother  to  act  is  to  fritter  away 
responsibility  altogether.  Those  who  are 
respondUe  for  the  advice  are  not  reepon- 
Bible  for  earryii^  it  into  action  j  tlMMe 
who  are  respoauble  for  the  acta  are  net 
respoosiUo  for  the  advice ;  and  between 
the  two  no  one  ia  reaponsible.  Beudes,  it 
is  preUy  dear  that  there  ia  no  one  in 
these  days,  excepti  perhapi,  mv  ben. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W. 
£.  Forster)  who  aapposea  diat  political 
ecoQcaay  is  one  of  the  dark  sctenoes.  So 
one  is  fit  to  be  a  Secretary  of  State,  or 
even  aa  Under  Secretary,  who  is  not  mas- 
ter of  every  question  in  the  science  of 
political  economy  that  may  oome  before 
him.  Bnt  Uien  it  will  be  orged.  I  dare 
say,  then^  the  hon.  Member  for  Bradford 
does  not  lay  streaa  upon  it,  that  we  ot^t 
to  have  a  Board  of  Tnde  in  to  help 
na  to  aake  oowaeef§4e$Wi9«)C^^ 
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Sir,  I  hare  been  a  free  trader  all  mT  life, 
and  I  hope,  therefore,  the  House  wm  bear 
with  me  when  I  confeBS  to  a  sort  of  Boep- 
ticiam  with  regard  to  this  new-fangted  plan 
of  earrjiDg  into  effect  free  trade  princi- 
ples. I  am  not  going  back  now  to  the 
old  system  of  proposing,  for  instance,  to 
gire  Portugal  a  monopoly  for  her  wines  if 
Me  would  give  us  a  monopoly  for  our  flan- 
neb— that  is  not  what  I  now  speak  of ; 
but  it  is  the  stipulation  with  a  foreign 
oountry  that  it  shall  take  off  eertun  duties 
upon  our  ezporti,  and  that,  mind,  not  with 
ft  view  to  its  own  rerennea,  bat  to  our 
trade.  If  thia  really  ia  our  policy  we  hare 
taken  it  up  too  late.  We  should  hare  kept 
CD  oar  duties  till  we  got  an  equiralent  for 
taking  them  off.  It  is  as  if  a  person  should 
go  into  a  shop  to  purchase  goods  for  ready 
money,  but  should  first  throw  his  purse  into 
the  Thames.  There  are  consideratiooB 
inroUed  in  this  matter  which  are  utteriy 
and  entirely  independent  of  those  ques- 
tions of  higgling  and  bartering  ;  and,  be- 
aidea,  we  hare  already  reduced  ourselres 
to  tlus  point,  that  we  bare  nothing  to  offer 
in  exchange.  Therefore,  we  enter  into  a 
course  of  negotiations  which  it  is  impos- 
sible to  bring,  from  that  nurow  pmnt  of 
fiew,  to  an  adrantageouB  conclnuon. 
Thaot  hitherto^  we  hare  been  an  ezam^e 
to  other  natioiu  —  the  mifluonaries  of  a 
Bonad  political  economy,  and,  no  doubt, 
from  our  great  prosperity  we  hare  been 
most  powerful  missionaries  in  that  behalf. 
But  are  we  so  now  ?  Are  these  commer- 
cial treaties  which  we  are  negotiating 
teaching  the  nations  around  us  the  true 
principles  of  political  economy  ?  I  learn 
from  the  evidence  taken  before  this  Com- 
mittee that  this  Committee  Lord  Fal- 
merston  and  Lord  Russell  —  looked  with 
disforour  upm  these  commercial  treaties.  I 
•ay  nothing  now  about  the  commercial 
treaty  with  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
who  by  making  the  treaty  acquired  a 
legislatire  power,  and  could  act  for 
himself  without  the  sanction  of  his 
Chambers,  friom  whom  the  treaty  might 
not  hare  ol^uned  so  farovraUe  a  reeep- 
tioD.  But  what  is  the  true  language  of 
political  economy  on  the  subject  of  imports 
and  exports?  Political  economy  says, 
"  Lower  your  duties  in  order  that  you  may 
get  the  productions  of  other  nations  as 
cheaply  as  possible  " — that  is  for  the  sake 
of  the  consumer — and  tt  is  sound  doctrine. 
Bat  what  do  we  virtually  say  when  we 
nantiate  a  commeroial  treaty  f  We  say, 
"  The  end  of  commerce  it  not  what  politi. 


cal  economy  would  teach  you — the  obtain- 
ing of  imports — bat  the  sending  out  of 
exports.  The  iwnmum  honvm  is  to 
■end  out  ss  much  as  possible.'*  We 
say  to  foreign  countries,  *'  Allow  us 
to  export  to  you,  and  we  will  allow  you 
to  export  to  as ;  not  because  it  ia  a 
good  thing  for  us  to  receive  your  exports, 
but  because  it  is  a  profitable  thing  to  send 
you  ours.*'  Thus  we  excite  them  to  look 
to  the  means  instead  of  the  end,  and  we 
teach  them  to  beliere  that  tiie  wealth 
nations  eonusta  not  in  what  we  get,  but  in 
what  we  send  away.  Thu  we  are  leadiu 
foreign  eonntries  to  suppose  that  our  a£ 
rentage  and  their  adrantage  are  very  dif- 
ferent things,  instead  of  binng  me  and 
identical ;  we  are  teaching  them  to  regard 
oar  exports  as  an  injuiy  to  them,  and 
theirs  as  an  injury  to  us ;  we  are  helping 
to  confose  the  whole  aabject,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  course  which  we  hare 
taken  will  ultimately  end  in  mischief.  But 
if  we  are  to  hare  treaties  of  commerce 
and  proper  persons  to  negotiate  them,  the 
Board  of  Trade  are  certainly  not  those 
persons.  I  regret,  therefore,  that  the 
Committee  shoaTd  li^re  taken  the  part 
they  hare.  They  reoommend  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  should  be  raised  to  a  high 
point  of  digni^  and  importance.  Bui  tut 
IS  impossiUe,  nnlesa  the  duties  of  the  De- 
partment are  of  such  a  natnre  as  to  eon- 
fer  dignity  and  importance  of  themielree. 
Names  are  of  no  consequence  unless  the 
duties  are  equal  to  the  tities.  But  from 
the  history  which  I  hare  giren  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  I  think  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  duties  which  it  discharges  under 
Acts  of  Parliament  are  of  a  seccmdaty 
class,  and  the  duties  of  adrisiog  the  Oo- 
vernment  are  of  an  inferior  class  still,  be- 
cause the  Government  are  not  bound  to 
follow  that  advice.  Therefore,  it  is  quite 
out  of  the  question  to  suppose  tiiat  you  can 
raise  this  Department  higher,  particularly 
as  a  great  part  of  the  ^ties  wlioh  it  die- 
chaigea  had  better  be  left  out  of  the 
sphere  oi  Gh»reniment  action  altogether. 
If  tiiere  is  to  be  a  Departnmit  k^t  up 
for  such  a  purpose,  I  apprehmd  that  the 
necessary  eorrespondence  would  be  better 
carried  on  by  the  Foreign  Office  itself. 
The  objection  taken  to  that  proposal  is 
that  the  Foreign  Office  is  divided  on 
geographical  principles,  so  that  the  clerks 
of  one  Department  are  not  acquainted 
with  the  duties  of  uiother.  But  it  would 
be  een  to  find  a  person  duly  qualified 
to  undertake  tl^g,^^@i^|)k:lhe 
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Foreign  Offioe.  Bot  what  dooB  the  Com- 1 
mittee  reoommend  f  It  reootnmeDcli  that 
the  eonsoltatiTo  department  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  ihonid  oontinae,  and  that  another 
Department  should  be  ereated-'the  resalt 
of  whieh  tranld  be  to  leave  tbe  conntrr  in 
a  worse  portion  than  it  was  in  before. 
Finding  ono  oieleBS  department  it  makes 
two.  I  deem  it  mj  dnty  to  urge  these  con- 
siderationa  npon  we  mind  of  mj  right  hon. 
Friend  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  I  shall  be  glad  when  he  re- 
plies if  he  would  be  so  good  as  to  explain, 
as  an  old  free  trader,  what  is  the  adran- 
tage  which  the  public  derive  from  the 
Qoremment  interfering  in  matters  of  oom- 
meroe. 

Mb.  white  said,  he  would  be  glad  to 
hear  that  the  reeommendations  of  Uie 
Committee  were  not  to  be  oarried  out  by 
the  Goremment.  The  reeommendations 
of  the  Select  C<Hnmittee  of  last  Sesuon, 

E resided  over  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Iradford,  were  three — 

'*  Firat,  that  the  Board  oF  Trade  sboold  be  pat 
more  on  an  eqsalitjr  with  tbe  Foreign  Offloe,  so 
as  to  tire  ite  opiniMu  greater  irei^t,  and  that 
its  ohMfahooId  alwrnyi  m  a  Member  of  the  CM- 
net ;  aeoondly,  that  tbe  Board  of  Trade  ihoald  be 
pot  in  direct  eommnnicatioD  with  the  diplomatic 
and  ooDiolar  sorricei ;  thirdly,  that  a&  officer  or 
oflleen  ihoold  be  appoiirted  in  the  Foreign  Office 
to  •ondnet  ite  eorrsmiidsBee  with  tbe  Beard  of 
Trade." 

Kow,  he  was  strongly  of  opinion  that  any- 
thing which  tended  to  diminish  or  to  diride 
the  responsibility  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  the  conduct  of  foreign  negotiations  was 
highly  o1i<ieetionable  ;  and^  besides,  was  it 
not  an  anomaly  to  gtve  to  a  second  Depart- 
ment anything  like  a  eontrol  orer  the 
senmnta  ef  the  first  ?  Kow,  in  bis  humble 
judgment,  the  ReBolations  reported  to  die 
House  wwe  not  jottified  by  the  evidence, 
and,  what  was  more,  they  were  only  oar- 
ried by  the  casting  Tote  of  the  Chairman. 
There  were  six  for  and  five  against  the 
Resolutions  reported  to  the  Houie,  and 
from  a  careful  perusal  of  the  whole  eri- 
dence  he  could  not  but  belieTe  that  the 
sounder  coooloaion  would  hare  been  to 
iiare  adopted  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Stamford.  That 
Amendment  was  not  supported  by  the 
majority,  bot  it  bad  found  farour  with  the 
bon.  Member  for  Rochdale  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Totnes.  It  recommended  tbe 
establishment  of  a  Commeroial  Department 
in  the  Foreign  Offiee  for  the  eondnet  of 
eommereial  negotiations  and  die  hnrestiga^ 
Uon  of  oomphiDta,  without  the  neeeaiitj 


of  referring  to  the  Board  of  Trsde  except 
upon  Tery  special  occasions— a  qualifica- 
tion which  be  hnmbly  submitted  was  not 
necessary.  After  having  waded  tbroneh 
the  dreary  and  dismal  putitudes  of  noma 
Lords  and  right  hon.  and  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  were  examined,  or  rather  paraded, 
before  the  Committee,  it  was  refreshing  to 
arrive  at  last  at  the  only  evidence  really 
worth  reading — that  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  toe  Colonial  Secretary,  almost 
the  only  disinterested  witness  examined, 
and  who  was  best  qualified  to  give  an 
opinion,  as  he  had  himself  been  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  was  fnlly  cog- 
nisant of  all  its  details,  and  its  special 
relstioos  with  the  Foreign  Offioe.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  that  putting 
into  the  hands  of  two,  what  could  be  dono 
effectually  by  ono,  was  almost  a  certain 
way  of  rendering  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness less  rajnd  and  effeetnal,  and  that  the 
persons  responnble  to  give  effeot  to  opi- 
nions were  the  persons  who  should  form, 
mature,  and  axpreaa  those  opimons.  It 
was  mneh  to  be  regretted  that  the  Foreign 
Offiee  did  net  make  the  simple  addition 
whieh  was  required  in  that  office ;  for,  if 
that  had  been  done,  the  official  and  depart- 
mental exigencies  of  the  case  would  have 
been  satisfied,  and  all  causes  of  discontent 
on  the  part  of  the  commercial  community 
would  have  been  removed.  It  was  qoite 
true  that  this  improvement  in  the  organi- 
sation of  the  Foreign  Offiee  was  vehe- 
mently opposed  by  tbe  permanent  Under 
Secretary,  Mr.  Hammond,  and  also  by  the 
Parliamentarf  Under  Secretary,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Southwark,  who  did  his  work 
right  well  as  the  representative  of  the 
Foreign  Offioe  on  the  Committee,  by  put- 
ting bewilderin|f— ^e  would  not  say  mis- 
leading—quMtions  to  the  witnesses.  Ho 
confened  to  no  surprise  at  the  hostility  id 
die  permanent  Under  Secretary  of  the 
Foreign  Office  to  the  requisite  ehange, 
because  it  was  not  reasonable  to  expect 
Boeh  a  bierarcb  of  the  civil  service,  who 
had  been  forty  years  in  that  Department, 
to  willingly  assent  to  any  improvement 
not  initiated  by  his  own  office.  His  (Mr. 
Hammond's)  reason  for  opponng  the 
change  was  that  it  was  impossible  for  tbe 
Secretary  of  State  to  do  more  than  he  did 
at  present,  and  that  it  would  swamp  the 
office  i  but  he  (Mr.  White]  was  glad  to 
find  that  the  evidence  of  the  bureaucrats 
had  prodnoed  no  effect  on  the  minds  of 
praedeal  men,  or  on  the  opinion  of  the 
Soeretaiy  of  State  for  the  CiaouM,  whose 
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attantion  was  iMeuny  directed  to  Hr. 
Ham  mood's  OTideBee.  Sinoe  hU  hoo. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Bradford  was  bo 
peniitentlj  and  sedalonaly  endearonring 
to  ratM  Mn  and  in  the  promeoi  a  mere 
dopartnental  into  a  natioaal  ^neatioo.  he 
(Mr.  White)  vat  oompdM  to  inqaire  into 
the  orifpa  of  this  moveneat  «nd  the  ap- 

SMntmeBt  of  the  Seloot  Committee.  The 
ommittee  waa  appoiated  on  the  l8th  erf 
April  last  year,  and  he  (Mr.  White)  aog- 
geited  that  it  shonid  hare  keen  called,  in- 
itead  of  the  **  Trade  with  Foreign  Nations 
Committee,"  "The  Foreign  Office  and 
Board  of  Trade  Squabble  Committee."  or 
*<  The  Board  of  Trade  Reviral  or  Keaar- 
rection  Committee  "  —  for  that  object 
apemed  most  to  hare  been  aimed  at. 
Whaterer  might  haTO  been  the  osteosible 
objeet  o£  the  Committee,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  it  was  a  olnmsy  maahiaory  to  de- 
monstrate the  fttssy  feebleness  and  the  in- 
doetrious  inapUtode  of  the  Foreign  Office. 
Ib  his  f^nioB  the  real  Talue  of  the  in^niry 
bad  been  to  deoHiuteate  Umt  hi  tho  mte- 
raata  of  British  trade  and  eommiree  the 
Board  of  Trade,  aa  a  ooniHltatiTa  body, 
■honld  be  forthwith  abotished  as  reoom- 
nended  by  the  right  him.  Gentlemaa  the 
Member  for  Calae,  who,  be  it  remembered, 
had  formerly  been  Vice  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  He  waa  aarprised  that 
the  Committee  should  haTO  vrirod  at  such 
a  eonoImioD  aa  Uiey  did.  and  that  the 
Foreign  Offioe  should  still  arail  itself  of 
the  conioltative  fanoUoas  of  that  Board. 
He  eould  only  attribnte  the  adherenee  of 
the  Foreign  Office  to  thia  olnmay  systMU 
to  the  fact  that  it  did  not  like  to  diatorb 
w  brealc  down  so  renerable  an  inatitntion 
M  the  Board  of  Trade.  The  objeotioos  to 
the  present  aystem  were  eoneiaely  ez- 
wvued  last  Beaaion  1^  the  right  hoo. 
Oenllemaa  the  Member  for  Oifbrdahm, 
who  aaid,  **  When  A  was  obliged  io  go  to 
fi  to  get  C  to  do  souethiog,  ^e  werh  was 
muUtplied  and  waa  not  done  satitfaotorUy." 
Thus  stands  the  case  as  between  the 
JBiitish  pnblio,  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
the  Foreign  Office.  And  the  right  hon. 
the  Seeretary  oF  State  for  the  Colonies 
eftid  that  "  the  prinoi|^  of  froe  trade  is 
ae  simple  and  plain  that  we  don't  want 
the  assiataoee  of  the  Board  of  Trade." 
They  oaght  to  remember  that  at  one  time 
we  levied  oastoros  dutiea  on  1,500  arlieleB. 
bat  that  now  they  were  loTiod  only  on 
some  forty  artioleB.  The  ForaigB  Office 
was  now  the  only  Departmeat  whioh  ooa- 
aolted  the  Board  of  Trado^  aad  he  wm  Bt 
J6-.  WkiU 


a  loss  to  nnderstaad  why  that  aystem 
shonid  be  persisted  in.  Now  he  (Mr. 
White)  thought  the  time  had  arrired  for 
sweeping  away  this  remnant  of  past  ^Mnrd 
legiriation.  The  evidence  of  the  Seeretary 
for  the  Colonlee  had  given  the  death  Wow 
to  the  coBaultatire  faaetioBa  (4  the  Board 
of  Trade.  The  eardioal  priaeiples  of  free 
trade  were  emtomiaed  in  theso  ire  worda 
of  a  great  Prenehman  —  lassre*  /tin  «l 
laitsts  oiler.  He  ooatended  that  after 
the  evidence  of  the  right  bon.  Qentlemaa 
the  Secretary  to  the  Colonies  be  was  aar- 
prised that  Uie  Foreign  Office  should  en- 
tertain the  project  soggested  by  this  Com* 
mittee.  That  right  hon.  Qentleman  aaid 
that  the  present  Foreign  Secretary,  aa 
well,  indeed,  aa  all  who  filled  that  office, 
perfectly  UDderatood  the  trae  principles  of 
the  foreign  oommercial  relations  of  thia 
country  without  needing  to  oonsalt  anyone. 
The  Board  of  Trade  originally  spning 
from  what  was  ealled  "  The  Committee  M 
Conoeil  for  Trade  and  Foreign  Fknta- 
tioos,**  established  in  the  reign  of  William 
III.,  and  now  coniiatad  <tf  the  Arehlnshi^ 
of  Canterbniy.  the  Lord  Chaneeller.  th* 
Prime  Minister,  the  SeereUriea  of  Sttte, 
and  other  persona  of  distinction.  Mr. 
Booth,  the  Senior  Secretary  of  the  ^oard 
of  Trade,  frankly  told  the  Ctniinittee  that 
that  Board  is  "entirely  a  fietioa,"  and 
there  was  "  no  Committee  of  Council  of 
Trade  and  Foreign  Plantations,  that  it  ia 
never  summoni^,  and  therefore  never 
meets."  Informer  times  all  the  various 
other  public  Departments  oaed  to  refer  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  upon  all  qnestions 
commerce ;  but  it  appeared  that  the 
Foreign  Office  was  the  only  Department 
which  now  oonsnlted  it.  To  jnaga  from 
the  evidenee  given  by  the  Colonial  Seera- 
tary,  he  waa  at  a  loaa  to  ima^pne  why  the 
Foreign  Office  still  perusted  m  ^at  prao- 
Uoe.  unless  it  was  either  from  an  obstioate 
adh^renoe  to  antiquated  official  routine,  or 
from  a  sort  of  oompassionate  desire  to  pre- 
serve the  lingering  existence  of  a  venerable 
institution  which  had,  in  times  past,  acted, 
and  might  yet  act,  as  a  kind  of  *'  buffer  "  to 
the  Foreign  Office  against  mercantile  ro* 
monstrance  and  diseontent.  The  evidenee 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary  waa  quite  deoisive 
on  this  matter.  It  clearly  went  to  ahow 
that  the  Foreign  Secretary  did  not  need 
to  eonaolt  any  other  Department  on  oea- 
meroial  questions,  and  that  tbe  eonaolta- 
tiro  fanctiooi  of  Uie  Board  of  Trade  ought 
to  ceaae.  "  What,"  the  right  hon.  Qen- 
tleman anid,  "what  I  oloMt  to  is  tha 
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exUtenM  of  a  Peptrtmaal  wUch  ku  no 
BitMtiTe  funetiMi^  ud  hu  nothing  to  do 
but  to  write  diiiortktioM  ud  to  gin  opi- 
niom.*'  He  tbonght  he  had  Mud  oDongh 
to  show  thai  a  uTiag  ought  to  be  eflbotod 
io  Mpeot  to  that  DcpartueDt,  ond  when 
tho  House  euae  to  oonsidcr  the  Civil  Sor- 
viee  Bttimates  that  point  sboald  bo  borne 
in  mind.  Another  witnesi,  whose  eridenes 
be  ought  not  wholly  to  pass  OTar,  was  Mr. 
Mallet,  a  bighlj  meritorioas  officer  of  tho 
Board  of  Trade,  and  perhaps  the  most 
usefol  man  in  it.  That  gsntleuan,  who 
had  been  associated  with  the  hon.  Membor 
for  Roebdalo  in  negotiating  the  Frowh 
CoBmoroial  Tre^j,  garo  it  as  his  opinion 
that  unless  the  oonsnKatiTo  fuaetisos  of 
tho  Beard  wen  rerired.  and  the  offioe 
bad  geneiallj  a  nsoro  distinetlj  eoBsol- 
tatire  ehwartw  than  it  now  possessed, 
tiie  eontioiuuieo  of  those  fonetioos.  in  the 
Torj  Hnited  extent  to  whidi  they  now 
existed  was  not  oalj  useless  but  disadvan- 
tageons.  With  all  the  courage  and  daring 
which  oharaeioriied  hisa.  the  hm.  Member 
for  Bradford  endeavoured  to  breathe  new 
life  into  the  dry  bones  of  tho  Board  of 
Trade.  What  was  that  but  teaehing  the 
people  to  look  to  the  Ooremment  to  do 
for  them  that  which  they  ought  to  do  for 
themselTos  ?  That  was  one  of  the  worst 
and  meet  insidious  forms  of  proteetltm, 
although  advoeated  by  the  Assoeialed 
Chambers  of  Oommeroe,  and  it  ought  to  be 
diseotttttenanoed  by  erery  true  belierer  in 
the  prineinles  of  free  trade.  Were  the 
hon.  Uanber  for  Bradford's  rMommenda* 
tien  adopted,  and  tbo  Fnsideal  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  *'  trmnnnegrified  "  into  a 
Frenefa  Minister  of  Conmeree,  a  still 
stronger  ease  might  be  made  out  for  bav- 
ing  a  Seeretary  of  State  for  Agricidtare. 
It  was  a  remarkable  ootnoidence  that 
Ministers  of  Commereo  seemed  to  be  eon- 
fined  to  conntriea  where  the  greatest  eom- 
meroial  restriotions  prersiled  ;  and  why  a 
professed  free  trader  like  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bradford  sboald  seek  for  his  model  in 
tliis  matter  among  continental  States  he 
eenid  not  understand.  If  they  were  to 
proceed  upon  Uiat  hon.  Member's  principle 
they  ooutd  not  consistently  refuse  to  create 
a  Seeretary  of  Slate  for  Agrieultvre  like- 
wiie,  who  also  would  hare  to  bo  put  in 
direot  oommunieation  with  the  dtplomatie 
and  ooonlar  lerriess,  boeanse  enr  fonners, 
bnng  seaUered  all  onr  tho  0000117,  bad 
net  Ae  same  advantages  for  knowing  the 
fluctoationB  of  foreign  mariiets  as  our  mer- 
ehant*  and  nuumfo^orers  possoMOd.  From 


£4a000,000  to  450,000*000  werth  Of 
con,  floor,  butler,  eheose,  and  various 
Other  artidee  of  domestio  oonsnmption 
came  into  this  conotr^  annoally,  entering 
into  direet  ooapetittaa  with  oatin  pro- 
dnoe.  Ther^ore,  if  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bradford  got  the  Foreign  Office  or  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  eolleet  information  and 
prorido  outlets  for  our  manu&cturers,  onr 
agriculturalists  would  han  a  right  to  eall 
for  diplomatie  and  consular  reports  as  to 
the  probable  prospects  of  tho  erops  in 
Amerioft,  South  Rusna,  and  other  conn- 
tries  whiob  sent  us  large  quantities  of  tb* 
ssme  eommodities  as  they  themselns  {wo- 
dueed.  The  hon.  Member  for  Bradford 
lately  told  bis  eonstitnento  that  be  himself 
felt  partienbtfly  honoured  by  being  the 
organ  of  the  Associated  Chambnv  of  Oom- 
meroe in  advoeating  an  inoreaoed  inter* 
ferenoe  by  Cfonrmnent  in  matters  of  trade. 
Now,  what  was  a  Chamber  of  Oommeroe  f 
In  Franco  they  knew  rvrj  well  what  sncfa 
a  body  was,  for  there  it  bad  specific  and 
well-defined  duties  ;  but  what  it  could  do 
or  what  it  eonld  not  do  in  England  it  was 
nry  difficult  to  discover.  In  that  metro- 
polis they  had  00  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  he  did  not  know  that  they  wen  much 
the  worse  off  on  that  aeeonnt.  Sundry 
self-elected,  well-meaning  gentlofflon  met 
together  in  a  town  and  caUed  themselves 
a  Chamber  of  Coasmoreo.  If  the  hen. 
Membm*  for  Leeds  were  present  he  should 
he  tempted  to  ask  him  whether  he  had  a 
franehise  as  tho  electoral  qualification 
for  rotnrniog  the  Members  of  sneh  bodies. 
But  after  talking  matteta  over  together  in  • 
the  pTtfrinees  Aeoe  i^tlemen  treftted 
themsdvos  to  an  '*  outing,"  and  came  up 
to  London  ;  and  it  might  be  that  the  duH 
and  nointeresting  debates  of  the  House  of 
Commons  were  snpplemented  by  the  more 
vivacious  ditaussions  at  the  Westminster 
Palace  Hotel.  Whatever  object  these 
Chamber  of  Commerce  had  in  view,  it 
ooold  bo  moch  better  attained  by  the 
direct  action  of  Parliament.  He  felt 
bound  to  express  his  regret  that  any 
Chamber  of  Commerce  essentially  liberu 
should  give  in  its  adhesion  to  that  revival 
of  an  old  dcAuslon  that  benefits  eould  be 
ecttfened  on  emnmeree  bjr  the  agency  of 
GovOToment'— a  delusion  whiob  m  ooald 
only  aitrihnte  to  the  wodcing  of  the  well- 
knewtt  law  of  the  hnman  mind,  that  if  at.- 
tontion  wen  directed  exeludvely  to  ono 
snbjeet  it  would  be  nnable  to  form  a  pro- 
pet  estimate  of  any  other.  The  clients  of 
his  hon.  Friend  had  been  gasiag  too  in- 
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taitly  ftt  what  ihej  beliered  to  be  tbeir 
own  interests*  and  thereby  forgot  what 
was  the  intnest  of  the  whole  eommunitjt 
b«ng  at  the  same  time  qnita  insenuble  to 
their  own  gnewmt  baexsliding  from  the 
tnio  fiuth  as  laid  down  by  Dr.  Adam 
Smith.  Judging  from  some  of  the  dis- 
enssions  whidi  had  talten  plaee,  it  reaHy 
seemed  as  though  some  of  those  clients  of 
his  bon.  Friend  were  orgiog  their  claims 
on  the  attention  of  the  Qovemment  with 
all  the  miataken  zeal  and  all  the  fallaoious 
hopes  of  the  old  Protectionists.  Were  be 
not  afraid  of  wonnding  the  feelings  of  bis 
hon.  Friend  he  should  say  that  some  of  the 
riews  put  forward  in  the  Select  Committee 
of  last  year  would  be  ludicrously  absurd  if 
they  were  not  so  palpably  preposterons. 
He  hsd  been  most  anzioos  to  discnss  this 
matter  privately  and  in  good  temper  with 
hia  hon.  Friend,  and  had  tiiey  done  so 
many  of  tiie  observations  he  had  now  felt 
It  neeeesary  to  make  might  have  been 
spared.  His  bon.  Friend,  however,  did 
not  seem  very  well  disposed  to  aeeept  the 
proposition,  and  so  there  remuned  no 
alternative  but  to  put  forward  his  views  in 
pnblic.  He  found  these  words  in  the  me- 
morial of  the  Associated  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce, upon  which  the  Motion  was  made 
for  the  Select  Committee  last  Session — 

"  It  ii  undMinbls  that  Engliih  mann&otnren 
•boald  be  eompell«d  to  make  in  Paiiument,  or 
through  the  prew,  eoeh  pabUe  ezprenioD  of  their 
wishes  as  tends  to  tbnr  defbafc  1^  fiuetgn  mann- 
Aotorers." 

There  was  a  time  when  a  deelaration  like 
.that  would  have  been  oharaeteriied  as  a 
marvellous  manifestion  of  ignorance,  if, 
indeed,  it  were  not  styled  selfish  audacity. 
The  British  manufacturers,  under  the  aus- 

Siees  of  the  hon.  Membw  for  Bradford, 
eliherately  repudiated  the  aetion  of  m  free 
Parliament,  and  ahrank  from  the  diseus* 
aion  in  «  free  press.  There  most  he  some- 
thing like  instinetive  fear  on  their  part  if 
the  plans  they  preferred,  or  the  objects 
they  had  in  view,  would  not  bear  the 
ordeal  of  discussion  in  that  House  or  of 
examination  by  the  public  press  ;  and  de- 
apite  the  advocacy  of  such  heretical  doc- 
trines by  the  hon.  Member  for  Bradford, 
he  was  so  old  fashioned  as  to  believe  that 
no  honest  ends  ever  suffered  by  discussion 
in  Parliament,  and  that  no  just  claims 
were  ever  perilled  by  the  fullest  argument 
in  the  poUie  press.  The  declaration  of 
the  Anooiated  Gfaamben  of  Cmnmoree,  if 
it  meant  anything,  went  to  this  estent, 
that  they  hoped  to  obtain  adfantagea  by 


snrreptitioos  means,  and  that,  with  this 
object,  they  were  willing  to  resort  to  seeret 
diplomacy,  of  which  they  had  been  the 
most  nntfmm  and  oonustent  denomeors. 
He  had  no  wish  to  uAm  tedinieal  oljeo- 
tions  to  the  fivm  of  the  memorial,  but  ho 
defied  any  one  to  read  it  and  any  that 
it  did  not  embody  the  essentiala  of  the 
exploded  doctrines  of  the  old  Proteetion- 
ists.  In  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Select  Committee  it  was  ui^ed  as  a 
ground  of  complaint  against  the  Foreign 
Office  that  whereas  France  took  onr 
ductions  at  the  rate  of  five  shillings  per 
head  per  annnm,  Austria  took  hut  at  the 
rate  5d.  per  head  per  annum,  and  Rus- 
sia only  at  the  rate  of  6^.  per  bead  per 
annum.  The  logical  deduction  from  this 
complaint  he  held  to  be  that  there  were 
CMiain  northern  mannfaetnrers  who  would 
be  willing  that  the  British  Oovemment 
shonld  guarantee  the  Venetian  provineea 
to  Anatria,  or  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  to 
Rnsaia.  provided  those  great  Powm  eoB> 
sentod  to  admit  British  manufactures  at  a  ro- 
dneed  rale  of  doty.  ["Oh.ohr*]  Heknow 
that  each  was  not  their  meaning ;  but  the 
inference  was  a  fair  one  from  the  paragraph 
of  the  memorial  which  he  had  read.  He 
was  very  sorry  that  bis  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Brsdford  hsd  stirred  in  this 
mstter,  for  the  effects  of  the  agitation 
were  visible  in  pending  commercial  trea- 
ties. At  this  moment  the  Vice  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  was  at  Vienna,  at^ 
tempting  to  negotiate  some  kind  of  com- 
mercial  treaty  with  Aostiia.  This  ravival 
of  the  paMton  for  oommereial  treaties,  in 
fsvonr  of  which  at  one  time  ao  mnoh  popu- 
lar pr^ndioe  was  enlisted,  waa  a  retrograde 
atop  which  ought  to  be  sternly  diseonnte- 
naneed  by  every  aineere  free  trader.  Tbe 
adviaers  or  l«dert  of  the  Assomated 
Chambers  of  Commereo  would  seem  not  to 
know,  or  else  to  have  forgotten,  the  ox 
ceptional  eircomstanoes  which  alone  justi- 
fied tbe  late  commercial  treaty  with 
France,  productive,  thanks  to  the  boo. 
Member  for  Rochdale,  of  so  much  benefit 
to  both  nations.  As  r^arded  his  right 
hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  oon- 
ceive  that  be  would  offer  any  obotaole  to 
the  abolition  of  the  eensoltative  depart- 
ment ;  on  the  eontrarj.  his  undisguised 
zeal  as  a  free  trader  wonUt  lead  him  gladly 
to  aSet  himsdf  up  as  a  aaerifieo.  And  in 
mging  tiie  abolition  of  the  Boaid  of  Trade 
as  a  oonsnllativo  department  be  woaU 
•ofl^t  that  ths  laaidM  iwnaining  afkar. 
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Ast  ehaiige  ihonld  be  efttted  the  milwaj, 
■tetiitieal,  md  nimlUuieoni  department; 
or,  better  i^l,  It  tbe  name  wbieh  the 
Boble  Lord  the  Member  for  King's  Ljnn 
had  auggeeted.  the  **  HeterogeDeona  De- 
partment." The  eo-operatioD  of  the  right 
boo.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  might,  ho  thoneht,  be  counted 
opon,  beeatue,  when  the  hoo.  Member  for 
Bradford,  in  his  Committee,  endeaTOored 
to  coax  him  into  an  admission  faronrahle 
to  his  peonliar  Tiews,  and,  patting  it  in  the 
manner  most  agreeable  to  his  feelings, 
aahed  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  whether, 
as  protector  of  the  trade  interests — pro- 
teetor  of  the  trade  interests  in  the  Qovem- 
mmt— his  poaition  onght  not  to  be  made 
one  of  more  aothority,  lile  the  Minister  of 
Oommeroe  abroad,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, nnsedneed  the  blandishments  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bradford,  candidly 
replied,  **  I  really  hare  not  a  very  strong 
opinion  on  it."  And,  again,  when  he 
waa  asked  whether  he  had  any  aaggestion 
to  make  to  the  Committee  with  referenee 
to  the  special  object  they  were  met  to 
consider,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  with 
oharaeteristio ingenuousness,  replied,  "No, 
I  cannot  say  that  I  hare."  In  oonoln* 
sion,  thanking  the  House  for  the  patience 
with  whteh  it  bad  listened  to  him,  he 
desired  to  say  that  be  had  been  a  free 
trader  all  his  life  ;  and  as  a  foreign  mer- 
ehant,  one  who  had  passed  many  years 
in  remote  lands,  he  declined  to  accept 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  far  Bradford 
or  the  Associated  Chambers  of  Oommeroe 
as  infallible  guides.  And  he  would  pre- 
lume  to  tell  both  him  and  them  that 
British  merehanta  and  mannfoetnren 
^onld  want  nothing  and  aak  nothing 
from  the  Ooremment  but  what  they  had 
a  just  right  to  claim — namely,  that  in 
carrying  on  unmolested  all  transactions  of 
lawful  business  they  should  enjoy  that 
seourity  for  life  and  property  which  the 
liberal  rotes  of  that  House  provided  for 
erery  British  sobjeet  at  home  and  abroad. 

Mb.  LATARD  said,  he  shoold  confine 
himself  in  the  obserrations  which  he  was 
about  to  make  to  replying  to  the  questions 
which  had  been  put  to  him  by  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W. 
E.  Forster),  learing  it  to  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
to  Tindioate  hia  own  Department.  He 
■honld  not  attempt  to  reeoneile  the  Tarions 
oonflieting  opiniona  of  the  hon.  Oentleman 
and  hu  mareantile  frienda  in  the  House. 
So  for  u  ha  eovld  «e^  •caroaty.anj  two 


Memben  representing  the  eommeroial 
community  of  this  country  were  agreed 
in  th«r  views  as  to  the  relative  poaitiona 
wbieh  should  be  oeeupied  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  the  Foreign  Office,  nor 
bad  he  heard  any  de6nite  opinion  pro- 
nounoed  as  to  what  course  should  be 
taken  in  reference  to  any  reform  to  be 
made  in  the  relations  of  those  two  Depart- 
ments. As  regarded  the  Committee  which 
was  appointed  on  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bradford,  he  was  under  the 
impression  that  that  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed under  a  misapprehension  of  the 
real  state  of  things  ;  and  he  was,  he  might 
add,  inclined  to  eoncur  with  the  hon.  Mem* 
ber  for  Brighton  (Mr.  White)  in  what  ho 
said  with  respect  to  the  memorial  on  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bradford  founded  his 
Motion.  The  Chambers  of  Oommeroe,  in 
drawing  up  that  memorial,  seemed,  he 
thought,  oompletdly  to  have  misnnderatood 
the  niationa  which  eziated  betvem  the  two 
Departments  in  question.  It  should  howerer 
be  Iwme  In  mind  that  when  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bradford  pretended  to  speak  on  the 
part  of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  of  this 
country,  he,  In  truth,  represented  only  a 
certain  number  of  them,  in  which  several 
large  commercial  countries,  sueh  as  Lon- 
don, Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  Glasgow, 
as  well  as  others  of  great  importance, 
were  not  included.  He  felt  grateful  to 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Liver- 
pool (Mr.  Horsfall)  for  the  testimony 
which  he  had  that  evening  given  as  to 
his  experience  in  bis  dealings  with  the 
Foreign  Office ;  and  he  believcn,  speaking 
not  as  the  reinvsentativo  in  the  House  of 
the  Department  bat  as  a  private  indivi-- 
doal,  uiat  no  bnrineas  oould  be  better 
tranaaeted  than  that  which  passed  through 
the  hands  of  its  permanent  staff.  Indeed, 
the  eridence  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Liver, 
pool  on  the  point  was  fully  corroborated 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Sunderland  (Mr. 
Lindsay)  whose  absence  from  the  House 
nobody  regretted  more  sincerely  than  him- 
self, and  who  stated  before  the  Committee 
that  he  found  official  buBiness  more  ex- 
peditiously and  satisfactorily  disposed  of 
in  the  Foreign  Office  than  in  any  of  the 
other  Departments  with  which  he  had 
had  to  deal.  The  hon.  Member  for  Brad- 
ford, howerer,  said  that  the  fears  and 
beliefs  as  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  Foreign 
Office,  which  he  had  detailed  to  the  House, 
had  been  more  tiian  emfirmed  1^  the  evi- 
denee  given  before  the  Cmnmittee  ;  bnt  ha 
(Mr.  Lawd)  antirely  eoneiiBrod  with  tt» 
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hoa.  Member  for  Brighton  in  ttynking  tbet 
the  eridenee  before  the  Committee  oom- 
^etely  destroyed  the  oaae  of  his  hoa. 
Friend.  He  was  perfeetlj  astoniibed  when 
he  heard  the  evidence  ol  GentlemeD  re- 
preaentiDg  large  commercial  oommuiiitiM 
before  the  Committee.  The  statements 
made  in  that  Honse  by  his  hen.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Bradford  had  been  a 
very  vague  description.  He  had  charged 
the  Ferngn  0£Boe  vith  all  kinds  of  Iocmi; 
hot  -all  raeae  aeensaUwis  had  completely 
broken  down.  The  story  aboot  the  Italian 
Treaty  was  ui  instance  in  point.  He  said  a 
draught  treaty,  prepared  by  the  Board  of 
TradOj  had  been  left  in  a  pigeon-hole  in  the 
office  and  was  altogether  forgotten  ;  but  it 
tnmed  out  that  there  was  no  foundation 
whateTer  for  the  statement  They  were 
informed  by  the  Italian  Goremment  that 
until  the  negotiations  with  the  Frenoh  Go* 
vemment  were  completed  they  would  not 
•oter  into  any  commercial  negotiations 
with  this  country,  and  the  reason,  as  al- 
ready staled  by  bis  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Calne  (Mr.  Lowe),  was  clear 
enong^.  They  were  negotiating  with 
France  op  the  principle  of  reeiprooity — 
they  were  making  a  treaty  bargain  with 
France;  we  had  netiiing  to  offer  j  and  until 
they  knew  what  Franoe  gare  Uwy  would 
make  no  reduction  in  our  faroor,  beeause, 
if  they  did,  the  French  Governmeat  might 
demand  a  similar  reduction  without  any 
equiTalent.  The  same  might  be  said  of 
many  of  oor  attempts  to  enter  into  nego- 
tiations with  foreign  Gorenuaents.  But 
when  the  Foreign  Office  was  aocused  ttf 
neglecting  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
country,  be  was  carious  to  asoertun  some 
&etB  from  these  represeotatiTes  of  the 
Associated  Chambers  of  Commerce.  He 
would  ask  any  Member  to  read  the  oti- 
denoe  with  impartiality,  and  giro  his  opinion 
as  to  the  charges  which  had  been  made 
and  the  gentleman  who  had  brought  than 
forward.  One  gentieman,  the  chairman  of 
one  oF  the  most  important  Commercial  As- 
sociations in  this  country,  itated  that  the 
Foreign  Office  did  nothing  ;  that  they  were 
ignorsnt  of  commerce  ;  that  they  misman- 
aged ererytbing  they  undertook ;  that 
every  application  to  the  Formgn  Office  was 
treated  with  neglect  or  contempt.  He  (Mr. 
Layard)  asked  that  gentleman  if  he  knew  the 
difference  between  a  Mraister  and  a  Consul  ? 
He  oonfeised  he  did  not.  He  asked  him 
whether  he  knew  anything  of  oor  treaties 
with  Belgium,  with  Italy,  and  with  Tuis 
kej  t  He  repUed  that  h$  tmn  h«ard  of 


them.  There  was  a  gentleman,  the  repre* 
sentatiTO  of  one  of  the  most  important 
ChambOTBof  Commerce  in  the  kingdom,  whe 
actually  admitted  before  the  Committee, 
that  he  was  not  aware  that  we  had  durtag 
the  last  three  or  torn  years  eencluded  three 
most  importaat  eommercial  treaties.  He 
condemned  all  Qur  consuls,  and  sud  they 
were  good  for  nothing.  He  was  asked  had 
he  erer  read  a  oonaulai  Report.  He 
Bud  be  never  knew  twix  a  thing  existed. 
He  was  aaked  whether  eopioB  tit  dioae 
Repwta  were  not  aeat  to  the  Cbamher  of 
Commerce  which  he  represented  f  After 
heiug  prompted  he  admitted  that  they 
might,  and  that  they  might  be  very  able 
Reports,  but  he  had  never  read  one  of 
them,  and  did  not  know  of  thmr  existence. 
He  actually  admitted  that  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  with  which  he  was  eonneeted 
did  not  take  in  the  London  QazatU,  al- 
though every  obange  a&cting  foreign 
-trade  was  noti6ed  in  it.  This  gentle- 
man, who  condeomed  the  F(HwgB  Ofise* 
bad  never  seen  the  London  6'asfltta  in 
the  Chamber  of  Commeree  which  be  re- 
presented I  He  confessed  when  he  foaad 
sueh  stQpendoas  ignoranee  on  the  part  of 
one  of  the  leading  asaouations  of  the 
country,  he thovphtlittle  mere  of  the vagoo 
assertions  on  which  bis  faon.  Friend  foanded 
the  Motion  which  led  to  to  the  Committee. 
The  Foreign  Office  did  not  shrinJc  from  the 
Committee.  They  were  most  desirous  that 
eveijtbing  that  could  be  done  for  the  pro- 
motion of  the  oommmial  intereats  of  thta 
country  should  be  done ;  and,  in  foct, 
during  the  last  four  or  five  yeara  every 
means  had  been  taken  to  bring  up  thoee 
connected  with  the  For«go  Office  to  the 
standard  of  the  commeKnal  knowledge  irf 
theday.  The  Seoretaries  of  Embassy  and 
Legation  were  ordered  to  furnish  every 
year  a  full  Report  of  the  eommeree  and 
statistiea  of  the  eonntry  with  whidt  they 
were  eonneeted.  More  valuable  or  aUe 
ooUeetionB  of  doeamenta  on  snob  snbjoota 
could  not  be  found.  It  was  renarkaUo 
that  for  three  or  four  years  these  dooomeats, 
although  regularly  presented  to  Parliament, 
had  been  overlooked  ;  it  was  only  recently 
that  the  leading  journal  in  this  country  baa 
founded  on  these  Reports  a  series  of  nsoel 
interesting  and  important  leading  arttelea. 
and  their  value  was  now  fully  appreeiated 
by  the  eommercial  interests  of  this  eeuotry. 
It  was  almost  incredible  that  geotl«nen 
connected  with  Chambers  of  Conunoree 
should  be  ignorant  of  the  viy  oiiatanoa  of 
thiie  RipMTta.  Tbm  wh  wethar  tlm 
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these  gvotlemen  entirely  orertooked.  They 
thoagbt  the  Oof  erameDt  had  nothiDg  more 
to  do,  when  a  oommeroiel  treatj  wu 
waoted,  hot  to  go  to  the  Foreign  Gorern- 
meet  and  laj  we  wanted  a  treatj  with  them. 
He  quite  agreed  with  what  had  been  atated 
bj  bis  right  hoD.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Calne  en  this  point.  Commeroial  treaties 
were  not  the  beat  waj  of  promoting  oar 
eommeroial  intereste.  ["Hear,  hear  I"]  His 
bon.  Friend  the  M«nW  for  Bradford  said, 
"bear,  hear  I''  but  those  with  whom  he 
acted  wera  oonstaDtly  ealliog  en  dw  60- 
Tonment  to  enter-into  tbem.  He  com- 
plained that  a  draught  treaty  had  not  been 
sent  to  Turin — that  it  bad  been  forgotten, 
and  he  said  we  bad  neglected  to  enter  into 
treaties  of  commeree  with  foreign  nations. 
These  gentlemen  entirely  forgot  that  com- 
mercial questions  were  iotimateljeonneoted 
with  political  questions.  They  could  not  bo* 
parate  the  two.  It  was  all  very  well  to  enter 
into  oommuDication  with  a  liberal  Minister 
in  a  foreign  GoTomment  who  might  he  dis- 
posed towards  a  liberal  poliey  ;  but  Tory 
frequently,  however  well  disposed  he  might 
be,  be  found  it  impossible,  from  political 
considerations,  to  enter  upon  a  course  of 
liberal  policy.  Take  the  case  of  Spain, 
which  had  been  lolly  disonssed  before  the 
Committee.  Under  the  reeentOonmment 
Uie  Prime  Minister  was  exceedingly  well 
disposed  to  a  free  trade  policy,  and  to  reduce 
the  high  tariff  in  favour  of  this  eountry ; 
bnt  the  diffleolty  was  this— there  was  u 
adverse  Chamber.  The  whole  of  the  Cat^ 
Ionian  Members  were  Protectionists.  The 
very  existence  of  his  Government  depended 
00  their  support,  and  if  he  attempted  to 
introduce  into  tbe  Spanish  Cortes  a  law 
in  favour  of  a  liberal  commercial  policy  he 
must  inevitably  have  fallen.  How,  then, 
eould  Her  Majesty's  Government  call  on 
him  to  adopt  a  policy  which  would  have 
led  at  once  to  the  fall  of  his  Government. 
What  political  capital  would  have  been 
made  of  the  fact  if  foreign  Govemmeota  had 
sent  missions  to  this  ooontry  to  demand  the 
redoetin  of  our  duties  when  the  great  battle 
of  free  trade  was  being  fought;  and  what 
■trong  weapons  would  thus  have  been  plaoed 
in  the  hands  of  tiie  Protectionist  party  to 
defeat  tbe  Government  I  These  were  diffi- 
oulties  which  commennal  gentlemen,  like 
his  bon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Bradford, 
entirely  overlooked.  They  only  looked  to 
the  commeroial  interests  of  the  country;  all 
other  considerations  were  forgotten.  Let 
any  boo.  Gentleman  read  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Aabwortb,  Mr.  UpUjy.  and  others  b*> 


fore  the  Committee,  and  say  if  this  wai  not 
tbe  ease.  He  agreed  with  hii  right  bon. 
Friend  tbe  Menuwr  for  Calne  that  these 
questions  of  free  trade  and  reduction  of 
tarifEs  were  rather  questioos  for  a  people 
than  for  a  Government  to  decide.  What 
took  place  with  regard  to  Austria  ?  When 
Count  Rechberg  was  Minister  he  stated  that 
be  was  well  disposed  to  enter  into  a  liberal 
eommeraial  policy  ;  hot  be  said,  '*  This  is  a 
question  not  for  the  Government  but  for  the 
people  of  Austria  ;  do  not  make  any  repre- 
seotations  to  vs,  we  do  not  need  them,  but 
let  English  merchants  irf  knowledge  and 
experienoe  come  to  Austria,  become  propa- 
gandists, meet  the  Austrian  manufacturers, 
put  themsdves  in  eommnnication  with  Aus* 
trtan  Chambers  of  Commerce,  and  prove 
to  them  that  it  will  be  to  tbe  advantage  of 
Austria  to  enter  into  a  free  commercial 
policy."  What  did  the  Foreign  Office  do  f 
Tbey  sent  a  oiroular  to  all  the  Chambers 
of  Commerce  of  tbe  United  Kingdom,  and 
invited  them  to  select  intelligent  persons  to 
proceed  to  Vienna  and  enter  into  discussions 
with  the  various  Austrian  Chambers,  eom- 
munioate  with  the  leading  manufacturers, 
and  endeavour  to  persuade  them  that  it 
would  be  for  tbe  advantage  not  of  England 
alone,  but  of  their  own  eountry,  to  reduce 
their  tariffii.  Tbe  Chambers  responded 
to  that  iaritation  vi  the  Foreign  Office. 
They  sent  several  gentlemen  to  Vieni», 
who  took  with  them  a  most  able  addreaa 
drawn  np  by  tbe  Associated  Chambers  to 
the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  Ana. 
trie,  p(Hntiog  out  the  enormous  advantages 
free  trade  had  conferred  on  this  eountry. 
That  document  was  circulated  in  Austria. 
It  had  an  immense  effect.  We  bad  been 
called  on  to  supply  a  large  number  of 
copies  of  this  address  not  only  to  Austria, 
where  articles  upon  it  appeared  in  tbe 
papers,  bnt  to  Russia,  Prussia,  and  other 
countries.  An  excellent  Report  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Prange  on  the  subject  of  our  eom- 
meroial  relations  witii  Austria  appeared  in 
tbeliiverpool  papers,  and  bad  been  printed  in 
the  AuAriaa  papers ;  it  was  read  with  tha 
greatest  attention  by  the  Chambers  of 
Commeree  there,  and  be  was  assured  it 
had  produced  tbe  greatest  eflbct  throughout 
Austria.  All  these  things  led  to  a  change 
of  opinion  in  Austria,  and  would  enable 
the  Goverument  to  take  advantage  of  it. 
A  first  step  had  been  the  sending  of 
gentlemen,  as  members  of  a  commission, 
not  to  eonelade  a  treaty,  but  to  enter  into 
rdations  with  gentlemen  ehoeoi  by  the 
Austrian  Qovemment,  to  inquire  inte  tha 
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worltiog  of  the  Amtrian  tariff  with  a  riew 
to  its  reductioD,  not  for  the  adrantage  of 
this  ooantrj  alone,  but  for  Austria  herself. 
These  genttemen  were  ahoat  to  meet  in 
Vifflina.  Here  was  an  instance  of  what 
merohantt  in  this  oonntrj  might  do.  Some 
gentlemen  appeared  to  think  ererythiog 
should  be  done  hj  the  Foreign  OfiBee. 
Onlj  the  other  daj  Ewl  Russell  reoeired 
a  letter  from  a  gentlemui  asking  what  was 
the  priee  at  tut  moment  of  Bohemian 
glass  and  Drwdot  ehioa.  People  seemed 
to  think  that  the  Foreign  Offiee  was  the 
plaoe  where  thej  might  oht^n  informAtion 
as  to  details  of  that  kind  which  ther  onght 
to  be  able  to  obtain  for  themscuves  or 
through  proper  agents.  Certainly^  it  was 
not  the  duty  of  the  Foreign  Office  to  famish 
them.  It  was  perfectly  true  that  a  great 
free  trade  morement  was  springing  up  in 
Burope— eren  in  Russia  it  was  going  on ; 
and  he  hoped  it  would  lead  to  important 
changes  in  the  commercial  tariffs  and  a 
more  liberal  commercial  poltoy.  But,  as 
in  Anstriat  we  most  wait  till  the  people  at 
large  were  prepared  to  enter  into  a  liberal 
commeroial  poHey.  The  question  was 
diffisrent  in  France.  There  ihe  Emperor 
had  the  power  and  the  will  to  enter  into 
oomniereid  relations — he  saw  the  advan- 
tage of  a  liberal  policy  and  he  carried  it 
through.  This  was  not  tiie  case  in  Aiwtoia 
and  other  eonntries,  where  the  Qoremment 
eoald  not  enter  into  a  poVey  of  this  kind 
without  the  support  of  the  Representative 
Assemblies  or  Chambers,  and  conseqaently 
they  mast  wait  notil  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try were  prepared  for  the  change.  Any 
action  brought  to  bear  by  the  Foreign 
Offiee  would,  as  the  hoo.  Member  for 
Rochdale  had  said,  Tery  much  retard  in- 
stead of  advaDce  the  principles  of  free 
trade  in  those  countries.  The  gentlemen 
who  eame  before  the  Committee  and  who 
drew  np  the  memorial  thooght  the  British 
OoTemment  were  to  blame  beoanse  foreign 
OoTemmenta  were  not  induced  to  enter  into 
a  Free  Trade  policy  years  ago;  but  the  fact 
was  tiiat  it  waa  only  reeently  great  changes 
had  taken  plaee  in  pnhlie  opinion,  which 
promised  to  lead  to  this  tondt.  Tiro  erents 
had  prepared  the  way  for  the  advance  of  the 

Srinciples  of  Free  Trade  in  Europe.  The 
rst  was  the  immense  success  of  the  treaty 
with  France  and  the  advantages  which  had 
resulted  from  it  not  only  to  this  oountry, 
but  to  France  herself,  who  had  derived  as 
much  benefit  as  England.  The  second  event 
was  the  termination  of  the  compact  which 
held  together  the  Oermnn  Statea  eallod  the 
tfr.Zeynnl 


Zollverein.  Until  that  was  at  end  it  waa 
impossible  either  for  England  or  any  other 
oountry  to  enter  into  any  treaty  of  oom- 
merce  with  those  States.  When  Russia 
and  the  other  German  States  had  agreed 
to  sever  the  Zollverein  they  vere  rcMly  to 
enter  into  a  Treaty  of  Gommerm  with 
France  ;  but  they  could  not  treat  with  na 
until  they  knew  what  tariff  reduetiona  they 
could  obtain  from  France  in  return  for  their 
tariff  rednetions.  It  was  also  necessary  to 
come  to  aome  understanding  with  Austria, 
who  bad  hitherto  enjoyed  exeeptional  com- 
mercial privileges,  whieh  were  not  to  be 
renewed.  When  these  queatimu  were  set- 
tled, Prussia,  on  behalf  of  the  Zollverein, 
was  prepared  to  give  us  a  most  favoured 
nation  treaty — that  is  to  put  us  upon  the 
same  footing  with  the  most  favoured  nation 
with  which  she  had  eommercisl  relations. 
We  have  been  condemned  for  endeavouring 
to  negotiate  commercial  treaties.  But  thia 
would  not  be  a  tariff  treaty.  We  merely 
claimed  what  had  been  conceded  to  other 
countries,  and  supposing  the  G-ovemment  of 
England  had  not  endeavoured  to  plaee  this 
country  upon  the  same  footing  as  France, 
there  would  have  been  a  general  eatery 
agMust  the  Government,  and  they  wonU 
have  been  condemned,  and  justly,  too,  by 
those  very  ^rsons  who  were  now  objecting 
to  the  principle  of  entering  into  eommeroiu 
treaties  wiUi  other  eonutries.  When  Aus- 
tria found  that  she  was  not  be  placed  in 
exceptional  ciroumstanoes  as  regarded  Prus- 
sia and  the  Zollverein  by  a  renewal  of  her 
former  treaty,  and  that  her  hands  were 
unfetterred,  she  was  also  prepared  to  enter 
into  eommereial  relations  with  us  and  with 
France. 

As  regarded  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  on  the  relations  of  the  Bosrd 
of  Trade  with  the  Foreign  Offiee,  it  would 
be  seen  that  the  first  had  reference  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  he  would  leare  it  to 
the  President  of  that  Department  to  inform 
the  House  whether  any  atepa  would  be 
taken  with  reference  to  it.  The  two  othera 
bad  referenee  to  the  Foreign  Offiee,  and 
he  would  take  the  laat  flrst.  It  waa 
this— 

*'  That  SD  ofBcer  or  oflloen  be  appoiot«d  Id  the 
FoNign  Ofllee  to  oondhiet  its  oorrenondeBee  with 
the  Board  of  Ttads." 

The  Qovemment  had  given  effect  to  that  re- 
commendation, and  he  would  read  to  the 
House  the  Minute  drawn  up  by  Sari  Rus- 
sell. 

"  Hifl  Lordship  direeta  that  a  new  divirioo  eball 
beersateduttdsr  tlw  jtonwwinitiwi  of  the  oom- 
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mmiial  diririon,'  to  be  oompond,  u  other  diri- 
■iona  of  the  office,  of  »  senior  olerk,  an  anUtant 
olerk,  and  nuh  a  proportion  of  junior  olerka  u 
eircnnutaneei  vmj  reonire  and  admit  o£  The 
oommeroial  diririon  will  eany  oa  all  the  eome- 
|K>ndeMM  Ml  OMBmereial  matten  irith  H«r  Ma- 
jeitT*!  miHions  abroad  and  vith  the  representa- 
tives  of  foreign  Powers  in  England,  with  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  other  Departments  of  Her 
Msjettj's  GoTemmenti,  uid  with  oommeroial 
UMoiatiODa  and  private  pertoni  at  home  and 
■bread,  with  the  exo^tiiHi  of  the  eom^ondeiuM 
on  ntoh  mattera  with  China,  Japan,  and  Siam, 
whioh  will  continue^  aa  at  present,  to  be  carried 
on  bjr  the  political  diTiaion  under  whioh  those 
ooontriea  are  plaoed.  The  eommeroial  diTtsion 
will  also,  in  ooiynnotion  with  the  trea^  dopart- 
naaii  deal  with  all  mattm  bearing  on  negotia- 
tions for  treaties  vi  eonuneroe.  The  eommeroial 
diyiuon  will  likewise  carry  on  the  correspondence 
with  Her  Majestjr'a  Consols  abroad  on  mattera 
atrietl7  oommeroial,  and  any  other  oortoqiondenoe 
growing  out  of  it." 

At  the  head  of  thU  departmeDt  wai  placed 
a  gentleman  of  great  ability—Mr.  Spring 
Baee.  The  department  would  be  plaoed 
nnder  tbe  immediate  eaperfision  and  odd- 
trol  of  the  Fariiamentary  Under  Secretary 
— the  Offlee  which  he  (Mr.  Layard)  had 
the  h<mour  to  fill.  He  (Mr.  Layard),  or 
the  head  of  the  difiuon,  wonld  always  be 
ready  to  reoeiTc  oommereial  gentlemen 
who  eame  to  the  Foreign  Office  to  oonsnlt 
on  matters  of  bnsiness,  the  Seoretary  of 
State,  of  coarse,  reserring  to  himself  to 
see  persons  when  he  thought  tbe  nature 
of  the  business  required  it.  He  would  not 
discuss  the  qoestion  whether  the  Board  of 
Trade  should  exist  as  a  snbitantiTe  body, 
bnt  as  long  as  it  did  exist  he  did  not  think 
it  would  be  advisable  to  have  in  the  Foreign 
Office  a  Department  whioh  would  really 
be  little  else  than  a  daplicate  of  the  Board 
of  Trade.  There  wonld  tiien  be  two  Depart- 
ments carrying  on  tiie  same  Und  of  work. 
If  the  BUj^esUoo  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bradford  were  carried  out  as  to  snch  a 
Department,  it  wonld  be  placing  a  respon- 
sibility upon  the  Secretary  of  State— who 
would  then  become  responsible  for  commer- 
cial quesUons  as  well  as  for  our  foreign 
policy— whioh  very  few  Secretaries  would 
oodertake.  The  bon.  Member  for  Brighton 
(Mr.  White)  did  not  give  credit  for  much 
work  being  done  in  the  Forwgn  Office  ;  but 
he  (Mr.  Layard)  believed  there  was  no  De- 
partment where  there  was  more  hard  work 
to  be  done.  There  was  scarcely  a  day  in 
die  year,  with  the  exeeptlon  of  die  time 
allowed  for  his  holiday,  that  Mr.  Hammond 
did  not  wnrk  fimn  ten  to  fourteen  hours, 
and  the  dndes  were  Tory  reapontiUe.  The 
Parliamentary  Under  Seoretary,  in  addition 
to  hia  duties  as  repreienting  die  Forwgo 


Office  in  the  House  of  Commons,  was 
called  upon  to  attend  to  other  matters — 
such  as  clums  upon  foreign  QoTemments 
put  forward  by  merchants  and  others, 
questions  rating  to  the  blockade,  to  the 
imprisonment  of  British  subjeets  and  others 
conneetad  with  the  dvil  war  in  America, 
and  a  thousand  other  questions  which, 
although  forming  no  part  of  our  aotud 
foreign  policy,  were  of  great  importance, 
and  which,  if  ne^eoted,  wonld  he  a  subject 
of  oomplwnt  in  that  House.  With  regard 
to  tbe  second  recommendation  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee, that  the  Board  of  Trade  should  be 
put  into  direct  commonioation  with  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers  abroad  and  the  consular 
bodies,  the  Foreign  Office  had  not  acted  on 
this  recommendation.  He  thooght,  with  the 
ezoeption  of  die  hon.  Member  for  Bradford, 
no  Gentleman  who  had  spoken  that  night 
had  realty  supported  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee.  Lord  Clarendon  had  spoken 
strongly  against  it,  before  tiie  Committee, 
and  the  Membor  fbr  Sunderland  (Mr.  Lind- 
^  praotieal  man  of  business,  had  also 
giren  strong  evidenoe  aguiut  the  recom- 
mendation. It  waa  only  carried  in  Commit- 
tee by  a  easting  rote.  It  was  not.  therefore, 
the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  carry  out  the  recommendation 
contained  in  the  Report.  He  could  not 
now  ouswer  all  the  accusations  of  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Brighton  (Hr. 
White)  ;  but  he  coold  assure  bis  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W. 
E.  Forster)  that  the  Foreign  Office  did  all 
it  could  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  and 
with  a  view  of  carrying  on  the  pnblio  ser- 
vice in  the  most  efficient  manner  possible. 
With  reference  to  tbe  charges  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Brighton  bad  brought 
against  Mr.  Hammond,  he  eould  un- 
dertake Co  assure  the  House  with  a  dear 
conscience  that  Mr.  Hammond  was  de- 
sirous of  effecting  any  change  which  would 
tend  to  the  greater  effieienoy  of  the  Foreign 
Office.  Mr.  Hammond  had  been  for  forty 
years  in  the  Foreign  Office,  and  there  was 
no  man  in  the  country  who  could  be  oom- 

f tared  with  him  for  experience  and  know- 
edge.  Tbe  new  commercial  department 
womd  be  eager  to  further  those  commercial 
interests  which  the  Foreign  Office  had  as 
moch  at  heart  as  any  other  Department 
of  the  public  service. 

Sot  STAFFORD  KORTHCOTE  said, 
that  having  listened  to  the  speech  of  the 
bon.  Qentlmnan  die  Under  Seoretary  of 
State,  h«  was  snrnrised  that  he  did  not 
support  the  Besolntion  whioh^efSir  Staf- 
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ford  Nortboote)  brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee, ftod  everything  which  he  heard 
led  him  to  thiok  that  there  ooold  not  be 
anj  difference  ia  principle  from  him  id  the 
coarae  which  he  profKised  to  adopt.  It 
appeued  to  him  that  the  qmetion  before 
the  Honse  wm  one  which  moat  be  riewed 
ID  two  aspeete  ;  first,  in  an  administratiTe 
point  of  fiew,  and  next  aa  it  affiMtod  oar 
oommereial  policy  in  general.  With  regard 
to  that  view  of  the  question  which  boro 
npon  oar  eommerdal  policy  generally,  he 
oonld  only  say  that  be  endorsed  ererything 
that  fell  from  the  right  hon.  Uember  for 
Calne  (Ur.  Lowe).  He  had  pnt  the  mat- 
ter on  a  basis  wbieh  he  belieTed  to  be 
■oand  and  unassailable.  The  question 
was,  whether  oor  merchants  end  oommer- 
eial public  were  to  look  to  GoTomment  for 
support,  or  to  look  to  themaelrea ;  aad 
whether  Great  Britain  was  to  earry  out 
the  prineiples  of  eommercial  policy  which 
had  been  establi^ed  for  twenty  or  thirty 
years  back  —  or  even  from  the  time  of 
HnskiaBOii — or  to  go  back  to  the  vjiAxm  of 
oalUng  q>oa  QoTomssent  for  aasietanco, 
and  to  enoonrsge  oar  merebanta  to  go  to 
aomeOfice  or  otherto  get  their  work  done 
for  then.  Ho  bad  nerer  heard  a  stronger 
argament  in  faToor  of  allowing  oar  mer- 
ohants  to  nunage  their  own  aflairs  than 
tiiat  ^tained  in  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs;  because  Uie  hon.  G«t- 
tleman  had  pcnnted  oat  how  greatly  some 
of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  fril  short 
of  their  doty  in  not  STailing  themselTeB  of 
the  focilities  which  they  already  possessed, 
and  how,  as  in  the  ease  of  Austria,  they 
were  very  well  able  to  dispense  with  all 
Goremmental  assistance  except  such  oflB- 
cial  eountenance  as  that  which  any  Go- 
remment  would  willingly  afford.  He  be- 
lieTed that  an  injunout  effiaot  would  result 
to  British  eemmene  if  the  delnuon  were 
muntiunBd  that  our  eommwmal  elasses 
ware  in  some  Bjstetions  manner  to  be 
assisted  on  all  oeeasUms  by  tbe  Board  of 
Trade.  Then  looking  at  the  qnestion  in 
the  adnuoistratiTe  point  of  view,  nothing 
could  he  more  onsatisfaetory.  In  the 
language  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Oxfordshire  (Mr.  Henley)  who  ttsnally  hit 
the  nail  on  the  head  "  If  A  has  to  go  to 
B  to  get  C  to  do  something,  you  are  going 
to  work  hi  a  dmney  way.  That  was  the 
ease  in  respect  to  the  M«rd  of  Trade  and 
the  Foreign  Office,  even  if  they  took  it  in 
iu  most  farourabla  aspect.  But  farther 
than  this,  these  Departmeati  wan  pot  in 


a  false  position.  Hon.  Members  ooght  to 
consider  this.  Taking  it  that  the  Board 
of  Trade  was  oomposm,  as  had  been  said, 
of  the  most  excellent  and  amiable  people 
it  was  posnble  to  deal  with,  ready  to 
fisten  to  ererything  and  talk  orer  any- 
thbg,  always  ou  /oif  on  the  questions  at 
issue,  and  ready  to  represent  them  to  the 
Fermgn  Office,  it  alwaya  taraed  eat  that 
lAen  any^ing  got  to  the  Vmiga  OSee  it 
was  hung  ap,  it  was  (^^[eon-faoled,  or  by 
some  rwalsion  or  othw  the  thing  would 
be  bronght  to  an  end;  wenn  If  anytfau^ 
more  s^mld  happen  to  be  heard  of  it,  it 
took  the  f<mn  of  a  eomrnnnieation  to  the 
merchants,  informing  them  that  the  neces- 
sary steps  could  not  be  taken  on  aeconnt 
of  some  p<riitieal  reasona  with  which  th« 
Board  of  Trade  were  unsoquainted.  These 
reasons  might  be  and  probably  would  be 
true  ones,  but  what  a  position  was  the 
Board  <tf  Trade  plaoed  in  f  They  were 
made  to  appear  as  if  they  had  been  making 
fools  of  Uie  merchants  and  traders  who  had 
been  encooraged  to  eorae  to  them.  Bat  if 
these  ap^ieants  eoald  hare  goae  at  first 
to  the  Foreign  Office  the  nature  of  the 
difficulty  wonid  hare  been  explained,  and 
great  disappcintmeats  and  nneh  ill  ieeUi^ 
would  have  been  prerented.  There  wore 
many  eases — very  many  eases — in  whirii 
tbe  Board  of  Tnde  had  givmi  opinioea 
whidi  had  been  afterwards  set  aside  on 
polttieal  grounds.  This  waa  a  state  ci 
thinga  which  could  not  be  satisfactory  to 
either  of  these  DepartoKnts ;  and  tbe  clear 
intetligenoe  which  ou|^t  lo  exist  betwem 
them,  and  did  not  exist  between  them, 
was  really  what  the  merehants  wanted. 
Then  there  was  another  groand  which  be 
had  for  saying  that  this  wu  a  very  lAvmaj 
and  nnsatiafactory  part  of  oor  admiaistra- 
live  system— a  tendencrj  to  make  work — 
a  fault  which  he  by  m  means  attribolod 
to  our  adminiatratiTe  aystmn  ahms^  bat 
wbieh  wpertained  more  or  less  to  all  aya- 
tems  of  Oovemment.  This  tendeney  weaM 
always  be  fnlly  devdoped  wbwe  two  Do- 
partments  were  constructed  for  the  par* 
pose  of  performing  the  work  of  one.  A 
staff  of  able  aad  energetic  men,  in  reempt 
of  good  salariea,  would  fed  it  iacumbeot 
on  th«n  to  do  something,  snd  there  woald 
be  a  great  temptation  aaMmg  otiwr  thing* 
to  write  lettora  from  one  department  to 
anothn  aboat  isatters  which  on^t  ia 
reality  to  bo  managed  withoat  any  sneh 
oerrespondenee.  If  the  departoient  man- 
tioned  by  the  boo.  Oentloman  wen  made 
the  ide  departaont  for  oommoiidal  eecroa- 
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pondeMO,  ki>A  U  that  depariment.  instead 
of  eorresponding  with  the  Board  of  Trade, 
were  to  hold  direet  commnoioation  with 
the  merehants  who  might  hare  anbjeots  to 
briny  before  the  GoTeroment*  he  bdioTed 
that  the  wwk  woald  soon  be  done,  and 
that  it  woeld  be  foond  easy  enough  so 
to  streogthen  the  departoaent  as  to  get 
throagh  all  (be  neoeasary  labour  withoet 
any  difioaltj.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  ik»y 
merely  this  new  department  for  the 
panose  of  comnnnioating  with  the  Board 
of  Trade,  it  woaU  be  doing  nothing  more 
than  appointing  Jaek  to  Iwlp  Tom  to 
ereato  a  good  deal  of  mneeessary  work. 
He  had  observed  with  great  pleasnre  that 
the  Under  Seeretary  of  State  (Mr.  Layard) 
did  not  express  any  opinion  of  his  own  as 
to  the  mainteoanoe  of  this  oonsnltative  de- 
partment of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  he 
ooncluded  from  that  tiiat  hie  hon,  Priend 
did  not  approTo  of  it.  If  ^at  were  so  it 
waa  to  be  regretted  that  die  hon.  Member 
did  act  last  year  on  the  Committee  support 
bis  (Sir  Stafford  Northooto's)  Beeolution. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Bradford  suggested 
that  the  Beard  of  Trade  should  do  all  this 
work;  but  OToryhody  saw  that  would  not 
do,  and  that  toe  right  persona  to  manage 
these  affairs  were  those  who  had  the  ma- 
nagement of  foreign  aflUra.  That,  at  least, 
was  his  own  epiuM^  and  be  was  ^lad  to 
find  from  this  debate  that  that  o^ion  was 
gaining  gronnd.  There  would,  of  oowee, 
be  eoeaaions  when  U  wonld  baTO  to  oonsult 
the  Board  Trade  in  the  same  way  as  it 
woald  hare  to  oonsult  with  other  depart- 
ments. Thwe  must  be  a  department  to 
manage  all  the  matters  of  detail  whieb  were 
committed  to  the  ebarge  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  The  department  whtdi  bad  to  do 
with  sueh  matters  must  be  ooosnlted  by 
the  Foreign  Office  and  by  other  Depart- 
ments of  the  Qoremasent  upon  sabjeots  on 
which  they  were  respeetiTely  interested. 
What  waa  required  was  to  put  the  Board 
of  Trade  open  the  best  possible  footing  to 
be  able  to  do  its  own  wwk,  and  this  eon- 
saltative  department  was  a  heten^neous 
eatabliibmot,  whieb  kept  up  a  sore  b  the 
departsneat  for  its  own  ann^anee,  aod  was 
of  benefit  te  nobody  at  alt  He  did  not 
wish  to  speak  io  any  terme  b«t  these 
rmptat  and  high  appreeiatien  for  the  gen- 
tlemen who  belonged  to  the  oonsnltatire 
department  of  the  Board  ef  Trade.  Of 
one,  Mr.  Mallet,  whom  he  bad  knowi^for 
many  years,  be  coald  only  speak  in  the 
highest  terms.  AU  be  intmidM  io  saj  was 
that  this  eounliatife  d^rtmnit  plaeei 


the  Board  ef  Timde  in  a  fiilie  position. 
compeUing  tiiem  sememes  to  go  out  of 
their  way  to  look  for  work  whioh  it  would 
he  better  for  the  public  and  for  oommeree 
if  it  were  dono  by  the  merchants  diem- 
aelres.  Some  remarka  had  been  made  as 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Bradford  preferring 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  the  plan 
be  (Sir  Stafford  Northoote)  had  brought 
before  tbe  Committee.  In  justice  to  that 
boo.  Gentleman  he  mast  say  that  they 
bad  oottsnlted  together  before  he  broaght 
in  his  plan,  and  the  hon.  Member  agreed 
with  its  prineiple.  He  (Sir  Stafibrd 
Nortiieete)  had  only  three  votee  ineliidtng 
his  own,  and  Aerefore  the  hon.  Member 
(who  was  the  Ch^man)  did  net  vote  on 
that  Resolntion,  otherwise  he  bad  the  hon. 
Member's  authority  for  saying  his  Tote 
would  hare  been  in  its  hTOor.  He  (Sir 
Stafford  Korthoote's)  plan  was  rejected  ; 
and  wh«i  they  came  to  TOte  upon  the  Re- 
pert  be  thought  it  better  to  do  nothing 
thui  to  recommend  the  plan  detailed  in 
the  Repwt  of  the  Committee.  The  hon. 
Member  probably  did  not  like  to  find  him- 
self in  the  pfuition  of  baring  moTod  for  a 
Committee,  and  that  it  should  end  in  doing 
nothing,  and  so— in  what  he  must  be  for- 
giren  for  saying  was  a  moment  of  weakness 
—the  hen.  Membor  gare  bis  easting  rote 
in  faronr  <rf  the  plan  proposed  in  the  Be* 
port.  He  mast,  hoverer,  elaim  his  hon. 
Friend  as  a  snppwter  of  tbe  prineiple  of 
bis  (Sir  Staffora  Nertboote*s^  plan ;  and 
after  the  disonsstoB  oi  that  night  and  the 
admisaions  of  the  Under  Seeretai7,  it  was 
clear  the  views  he  adrooated  hs!d  gained 
grouod,  and  that  tbe  time  would  soon  come 
when  the  system  would  be  reduced  to  that 
more  simple  arrangement  which  it  ought 
to  be.  The  Board  of  Trade  was  very  dif- 
ferent to  what  it  was  when  many  years 
ago  he  hsd  the  honour  of  being  connected 
with  it.  At  that  time  the  narlgation  laws 
were  in  full  force,  and  tbe  reforms  in  the 
tariff  were  onl^  just  commencing.  Thoy 
then  had  eontiamdly  to  consider  matters 
eonneeted  with  the  narigation  laws.  In- 
genious persons  were  always  finding  out 
ways  of  defeating  diose  laws,  and  they  had 
to  inrestigate  soeh  eases.  They  used  to 
bring  from  time  to  time  what  was  oalled  an 
"  omnibns  Bin  "  into  the  House,  to  corer 
the  blots  which  had  been  hit  in  the  nariea- 
tion  laws ;  and  the  work  arising  from  A  is 
process  waa  incessant.  And,  besideB,  in 
ooodueting  those  reciprocity  treaties  which 
so  mudi  ooovpied  tlw  Ooremnent  of  Sir 
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great  dftal  to  do.  All  that  bad  passed 
amy,  bat  there  iraa  mooh  yet  which  ooght 
to  be  done  to  make  it  coouatent  with  its 
proper  dntiei.  He  folly  agreed  widi  the 
right  boD.  Member  for  Game  that  it  was 
b«t  for  the  eommereial  intereeta  of  the 
country  and  for  its  moral  e£foots  that  the 
tmding  cUisaes  ahonid  be  tangbt  to  depend 
rather  upon  their  Oirn  exertions  and  en- 
couraged to  feel  self-dependence  ;  and  he 
trusted  soon  to  lee  this  sham  of  a  consul- 
tatire  department  done  away  with  alto- 
gether. 

Ur.  GOSCHEN  said,  that  he  bad  lis- 
tened attentirelj  to  the  debate  and  he  found 
that  no  less  than  four  different  remedies 
had  been  aaggested  for  the  evils  which 
were  suppoied  to  exist.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster)  thought 
that  the  commercial  business  with  foreign 
countries  should  be  transacted  by  the  Board 
of  Trade.  The  hon.  Baronet  who  spoke 
last  (Sw  S.  Northeote)  thought  the  Foreign 
Office  should  have  to  deal  with  snoh  mat- 
ters. The  hon.  Member  for  Soathwaik 
(Hr.  Layerd)  preferred  the  Foreign  Office 
together  with  the  Board  of  Trade ;  while  the 
right  hon,  Qentleman  the  Member  for  Calne 
(Mr.  Lowe)  thought  that  such  business 
should  not  be  managed  by  the  Qovernment 
at  all.  As  to  the  last  he  understood  the 
right  hoD.  Gentleman  to  mean  that  the 
Goremment  ought  to  hare  nothing  to  do  in 
connection  with  such  subjects  ;  and  the  hon. 
Baronet  who  had  just  sat  down  appeared 
to  hold  in  a  modified  degree  the  same  opi- 
mon.  The  &ct  was  those  hon.  Gentlemen 
had  fixed  their  minds  too  exelusirely  apou 
the  one  question  of  eommereial  treaties  ; 
hat  there  were  many  other  questJons  con- 
nected with  trade  to  which  no  allarions*  or 
only  eursory  allusioui,  had  been  made. 
For  initaoee,  the  navigation  laws  iDTolved 
qaestions  which  the  Board  of  Trade  bad 
to  deal  with  in  respect  to  treaties  with 
other  ooantrtes,  quite  irrespective  of  in- 
terests more  properly  belonging  to  the 
cognisance  of  the  Foreign  Office.  Trade- 
marks, too,  fell  more  or  less  under  the 
attention  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  as  in- 
deed it  would  he  impossible  to  make  a  de- 
partment for  every  separate  question  of  this 
kind  it  was  well  to  have  a  heterogeneous 
departmentlike  tbeBoard  of  Trade  to  gather 
up  all  these  misoellaneoas  questions,  and  he 
^d  not  see  how  such  misoellaneoas  duties 
eottld  be  thrown  upon  the  Foreign  Office. 
Some  refisrence  had  been  made  to  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce  and  to  merchants  in  a 
spirit  which  he  did  not  think  WM  quite 
Sir  Stajord  NorthcoU 


justified  by  facts.  Herchanta  did  not  want 
to  make  treaties  of  commerce,  bat  they  did 
want  to  be  present,  as  it  were,  wfa«i  aoeh. 
treaties  were  made.  In  the  ease  of  the 
proposed  treaty  with  Italy,  for  mstanee, 
the  complaint  was  that  the  Foreign  Office 
had  not  been  watohfiil  enough,  and  that 
the  Bnglish  public  knew  nothing  of  what 
was  going  on.  In  the  ease  of  Anstria,  on 
the  other  band,  the  Foreign  Office  bad 
been  of  great  service,  for,  as  had  been  shown, 
it  was  Count  Reohberg  who  pointed  oot  Uie 
mode  in  which  the  business  should  be  un- 
dertaken, and  all  that  was  done  was  done 
through  the  For«gtt  Office.  The  Foreign 
Office  had  also  most  usefully  mterferad 
in  the  matter  of  the  French  treaty.  That 
was  said  to  be  an  exceptional  case.  Bat  it 
was  the  doty  of  (jK>Temment  to  look  out  for 
snch  exceptional  eases.  He  beUeved  that 
great  good  might  be  done,  and  had  been 
done,  by  representations  to  the  diftreot 
Courts  Europe,  pointing  out  the  adnm- 
tages  durable  from  free  trade.  These 
TiewB  were  making  great  progress  in  Russia, 
where  the  Government  were  moeh  more 
enlightened  than  a  great  portion  of  the 
people.  All  this  showed  that  there  was 
work  for  the  Foreign  Office  to  do,  not  so 
much  in  making  treaties  as  in  preaching, 
as  it  were,  the  doctrine  of  free  trade. 
It  had  been  asked,  why  then  the  Foreign 
Office  should  not  take  agricultural  subjects, 
as  well  as  commerce  into  consideration  ? 
The  answer  was,  the  thing  was  done  ;  fw 
our  consular  agents  carefully  oompiled  and 
sent  home  the  fullest  agricultural  statisties. 
Then  came  the  question,  Aow  the  work 
was  to  be  done!  Some  persons  woold 
iotrast  it  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  others 
to  the  Foreign  Office.  He  contended  that 
this  was  a  question  of  admiustrative  detail, 
which  it  was  for  our  Ministers  to  decide, 
and  that  the  eommereial  men  of  theoonntry 
were  not  bound  to  point  out  exactly  what 
machinery  should  be  employed.  They 
could  say  that  a  certain  thing  ought  to  be 
done,  but  they  could  not  point  out  by  what 
officers  of  State  it  ought  to  be  done,  parti- 
oularly  when  there  were  such  difforenees  of 
opinion  on  the  matter  among  Gentlemen 
who  had  been  in  Office.  It  was  the  business 
of  those  who  had  been  in  Office,  and  who 
knew  the  administrative  details,  to  indicate 
by  what  means  the  required  end  might  be 
obtained.  That  the  inquiry  suggested  by 
tbe.hon.  Member  for  Bradford  had  been  of 
Berries  was  jHwred  by  the  fact  that  Eari 
Russell  had  created  a  uew  D^ertment  in 
ihe  ForeigD  Offiee  for  this  Bormae.  jWhat 
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thfl  oommM'oial  eUmei  deured  wu  tbtt 
when  a  public  Depmrtmeot  was  intrusted 
with  the  perfonnanoe  of  oertain  duties 
oare  sbouM  be  taken  to  seleet  men  who 
were  aware  of  tlie  importanoe  of  those 
duties  and  faniliar  with  the  principles  on 
which  they  should  he  oonduoted. 

Sir  minx 0  FARQUHAR  thought  that 
the  hon.  Qentleinui  the  Member  for  Brad- 
ford deserTcd  genenl  thanks  for  haTing 
proposnd  Aia  Committee,  which  had  bad 
thn  ralittbia  rfEsefc  of  dia^ung  the  publie 
mind  of  tho  impreadon  that  snfflment  at- 
tention was  not  ^id  to  commercial  inte- 
rests bT  the  Foreign  Offiee  and  the  Board 
of  Trade.  He  bad  been  s  member  of  three 
Committees  baving  reference  to  this  sub- 
ject—first, of  one  on  the  Consular  Sorrice; 
next  on  the  Diplomatic  Serrice;  and  of 
this  Committee  also.  The  commercial  men 
of  the  coontry  came  before  the  last  two 
Committees  with  a  strong  impression  that 
their  interosts  were  net  attended  to  bj  our 
CoosuIb  and  diplomatic  agents  ;  that  Con- 
suls were  too  bnsj  looking  after  their  fees, 
and  that  Ministers  and  Ambassadors  were 
men  who  amused  themselves  at  foreign 
Courts,  and  cared  nothing  for  commercial 
mattert.   Bat  the  eridence  dtowed  that 
thej  wm  entirsljr  ntataken ;  there  was 
realljne  sabatantial  aeeusation  against  the 
serriees,  and  he  belieTed  that  the  gentie* 
men   who  came  up  to  giro  eTidence 
left  the  Committee  with  the  conTietion 
that  there  was  no  fbandation  for  the 
blame  which  had  been  caat  on  them. 
He  had  been  an  attach^  for  sereo  years, 
end  any  msn  who  knew  anything  of 
the  diplomatic  serrioe  would  agree  with 
liim  that  tbe  gentiemen  composing  it  took 
a  deaf  interest  in  the  eommeroial  a&ira  of 
the  eomtry.    He  appealed  to  tbe  noble 
Visconnt  oppowte  whether,  if  any  Ambas- 
sador, or  Hinister,  or  Consul,  were  to  show 
any  dislike  to  take  up  oommerctal  matters, 
be,  or  Lord  Clarendon,  or  Lord  Ualmes- 
bvry,  or  Bail  Rnssdlj  or  uij  of  the  Foreign 
Seeretatfes,  wonU  not  ban  told  him  di- 
rectly that  be  was  not  fit  for  his  place. 
One  of  the  best  innovatieos  erer  made  in 
tbe  Foreign  Offiee  was  when  the  Secreta- 
ries of  XiOgaiion  were  directed  to  make 
their  anonal  eommeroial  Reports  to  the 
Foreign  Office  ;  but  one  of  the  gentlemen 
who  came  before  the  Committee  acknow- 
ledged that  he  had  ncTcr  known,  nor  did 
he  think  that  his  Chamber  of  Commerce 
knew  of  their  existence.    Some  of  the 
witnesses  complained  of  dday  in  these 
matters,  bat  it  was  erident  that  the  Foreign 
Offiee  mnst  be  responsible  for  choosing  the 
VOL.  CLXXTU.   [thibd  UEBII8.] 


imoUm  tempont  fandi — there  most  be  mo- 
ments when  a  qaiet  word  in  seastm  to  a  Fo- 
reign Hiaister  wonld  pot  things  in  a  farour- 
able  light,  and  pare  the  way  for  obtaining 
advantages  whioh  would  otherwise  be  lost. 
As  regarded  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for  tbe 
Colonies  (Hr.  Oardwell),  and  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Oidne  (Ur.  Lowe),  and  the 
hon.  Baronet  tbe  Member  for  Stamford 
(Sir  Stafford  Northeote),  had  given  distinot 
eridence  againat  it.  At  a  future  thne 
it  might  he  considered  whether  it  should 
eontinue  to  exist ;  but  the  ground  on 
which  he  had  given  his  rote  on  the 
Committee  was  this — he  found  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  existence,  and  he  was  anx- 
ious that  the  intercommuDicntlou  between 
that  Department  and  the  Foreign  Office 
should  be  as  harmonious  and  useful  to 
the  interests  of  commerce  as  possible. 
If  faoo.  Members  were  of  opinion  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  should  cease  to  exist,  and 
that  the  Foreign  Offiee  shoald  be  made 
twioe  as  extensive  a  Department  as  it  was 
at  present,  let  thst  question  be  considered 
on  another  occasion  ;  but  above  all  thin^ 
let  them  avoid  giving  to  onr  diplomatic 
agents  abroad  two  aeta  of  maskers,  ftr 
sneh  a  system  could  only  result  in  confu- 
sion and  del». 

Mr.  BA1NE8  sud,  he  would  not  enter 
into  the  general  question,  but  confine  him- 
self to  two  points  in  the  diseuasion.  In 
the  first  pUce,  he  should  regard  it  as  a 
great  calamity  if  it  should  go  forth  to  tbe 
public  that  in  the  opinion  of  such  high 
authorities  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Calne  (Mr.  Lowe),  and 
tbe  hon.  Baronet  tbe  MTember  for  Stam- 
ford (Sir  Stafford  Korthoote),  and  in  tbe 
opinion  of  the  House  of  Commons,  or  a 
considerable  number  of  that  Assembly,  tbe 
Oovemment  of  this  country  had  no  inte- 
rests to  attend  to  in  respect  of  trade.  He 
waa  afraid  that  the  tendeney  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
the  hon.  Baronet  would  be  to  eourer  an 
impression  that  there  existed  in  the  House 
of  Commons  a  feeling  that  the  Government 
ought  not  to  concern  itself  in  the  bring- 
ing about  of  commercial  treaties  or  in 
making  efforts  with  foreign  countries  to  give 
greater  facilities  for  trade.  As  a  thorough 
Free  Trader  he  quite  agreed  with  them 
in  deprecating  the  old  system  of  mak- 
ing commercial  treaties  by  which  there 
was  a  higgling  for  the  balance  of  advan- 
tages. But  the  commercial  tn;atieB  con- 
cluded of  late  yeari  T^o^^m^ 
from  Ibe  old  eommw<^  treaties.  *^Iiet 
8  f 
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the  House  look  at  the  histo^  of  the  lut 
five  years,  daring  whiefa  time  we  had 
DG^tieted  for  commeroial  treaties,  not 
only  vlth  France,  bnt  with  Belgiam, 
the  ZoHverein,  Italj,  and  Austria.  It 
was  trae  that  this  country  had  now  no 
tdraotages  to  offer  in  return  for  those 
irhioh  we  asked  of  other  oountries,  but  we 
only  asked  them  for  a  most  favoured  na- 
tion clause,  to  place  us  in  the  ntuation  of 
other  countries  with  which  thc^  had  made 
treaties.  We  did  not  always  ask  for  pre- 
eisely  idmilar  tanas.  Inasmuch  as  France, 
Air  inataoee^  went  to  another  natieo  and 
asked  for  adTantagai  in  whieh  French 
mannfaetutwi  were  interested*  we  had  to 
eondder  whetiier  the  same  ooneesuonB  as 
those  made  to  Franoe  were  suitable  for 
England,  If  not,  we  asked  for  such  ad- 
Tantages  as,  in  respect  of  England,  might 
correspond  with  those  conceded  to  France. 
It  was  in  consequence  of  negotiations  that 
the  tolls  on  the  Scheldt  and  the  Stade 
tolls  had  been  done  away  with,  and  that 
the  export  duty  on  foreign  rags  had  been 
reduced  in  France,  Holland,  and  Belgiom, 
and  were  likely  to  be  abolished  altogether 
in  Belgium.  Here  were  great  practical 
advantages  i  but  common  sense  told  us 
that  for  the  Government  to  adopt  the 
laiuex  /aire  priocii^e  in  these  matters 
would  be  an  abandonment  of  thdr  duty. 
We  were  entitled  to  ask  friendly  nations 
for  the  same  advantages  as  th^  granted 
to  other  countries  t  but  it  was  twembly 
eertain  that  we  should  not  get  those  ad- 
Tantagee  if  we  lUd  not  ask  for  them.  As 
to  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  of  this 
ccQDlry,  he  was  surprised  to  hear  the  hon. 
Member  for  Brighton  (Mr.  White)  speak 
so  disparagingly  of  them.  Tbegeutlemen 
who  composed  them  were  almost  to  a  man 
advocates  of  free  trade  and  enemies  of  all 
commercial  protection.  These  Chambers 
were  composed  of  the  roost  eminent  ma- 
nufacturers, bankers,  and  traders  of  the 
towns  in  which  they  existed,  and  be  eonld 
bear  testimony  to  the  great  intelligence 
and  great  information  of  the  members  of 
those  bodies.  He  contended  that  the 
Chambers  of  Commerce  were  anxious  for 
free  trade,  and  that  bH  thCT  required  was 
that  GoTwnment  should  obtun  for  them 
an  extension  of  free  trade  with  forogn 
coontries.  The  hon.  Member  alleged  Uwt 
the  Associated  Chambers  of  Commerce 
were  opposed  to  the  freedom  of  the  press. 
In  reply,  he  could  state  that  the  meetings  I 
of  the  Associated  Chambers  in  London  j 
were  open  to  the  press,  who  were  invited 
10  attend,  and  he  knew  of  nothing  ^at 
Mr.  Burnt* 


could  be  alleged  in  snpiKirt  of  the  hon. 
Member's  statement.  With  r^ard  to  the 
Reports  of  the  Consuls,  he  felt  bound  to 
say  that  they  would  be  of  far  greater 
value  to  merchants  if  they  were  piwished 
sooner,  as  they  weve  now  neariy,  if  not 
quite,  two  years  behindhand.  In  conclu- 
sion, he  must  express  the  gratitude  the 
various  Chambers  of  Commerce  of  the 
country  felt  towards  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bradford  for  bringing  this  matter  forward. 

Ma.  MILNEB  GIBSON  said,  the  reply 
of  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affisira  to  the 
qnestions  of  the  hon.  Monber  for  Bradford 
was  so  complete  that  he  should  not  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  address  the  HonsCf 
bat  uat  not  to  do  so  might  be  eonmdered 
a  want  of  respect,  as  he  ud  been  so  fre- 
quently referred  to  in  the  course  of  the 
debate.  If  the  discussion  had  been  confined 
striotly  to  the  question  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bradford,  and  if  right  hon.  and 
hon.  Members  had  not  traveUed  into  a  vast 
deal  of  irrelevant  matter,  the  disenasiiHi 
would  have  been  limited  within  much  nar- 
rower bounds.  What  really  was  the  ques- 
tion raised !  The  hoo.  Gwtleman  sMed 
what  had  been  done  in  consequence  of  the 
ioquirr  instituted  by  him  last  Session  into 
the  relations  betwewi  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  the  Foreign  Office;  and  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affiurs  told  lum,  ia 
reply,  that  the  reeommendationa  ^  Com- 
mittee  had  made  after  a  foil  inquiry  had 
been  exaetly,  or,  at  all  events,  very  nearly 
carried  out.  The  Under  Seeretaiy  for 
Foreign  A&irs  also  said— 

"  Having  esnied  ont  the  reoommandatiota  of 
the  Committee,  let  us  give  the  ezperiment  »  bir 
trial,  M  that  we  nuij  see  whether  tbe  sew  amn^ 
ment  adMted  for  oarTTing  on  the  ralattoas  betveaa 
the  Boara  of  Trade  and  the  For^sa  Offlss  is  sue- 
cesefnl  or  not." 

The  right  hon.  Gentlemen  the  Member 
for  Ci^e  and  the  hoo.  Bamiet  the 
Monber  for  Stamford  both  went  eat  of 
their  way  to  use  a  very  good  argument 
against  a  system  that  did  not  exist.  H« 
was  not  aware  that  the  Board  of  Trada 
em^oyed  its  time  in  writing  long  disser- 
tations and  dry  assays  upon  free  trade  ; 
ntither  was  he  awwre  that  the  Foreign 
Office  eonsnlted  it  upon  abstract  prinoiplea 
of  ^Ktical  eeoDomy.  On  the  eontrary, 
the  Foreign  Office  only  consulted  the  Board 
of  Trade  upon  matters  of  detail  with  whieh 
the  latter  office  was  felly  acquainted.  It 
had  already  been  stated  that  npra  eom- 
mercial  subjects  the  Board  of  Trade  most 
have  a  vast  amount  of  infoxn>ati(mv  and 
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therefore  it  appeftrecl  to  him  quite  reason- 
able  that  the  Foreign  Offioe,  vhen  it  re- 
quired information  upon  such  sobieets, 
shoald  apply  to  that  office  for  it.  There 
appeared  to  be  a  fallaoiotu  notion  abroad 
that  the  time  and  talents  of  the  gentlemen 
who  were  in  the  office  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  were  immoTitbl/  fiied  and  devoted 
to  some  peenliar  and  nnknown  porpose  ; 
whereas,  it  wm  the  dnU  of  those  who  hod 
the  direction  of  the  Department  to  em< 
ploy  thoae  gmtlemen  in  sueh  t  manner  as 
would  make  their  exertions  of  the  greatest 
possible  serrice  to  the  pnblict  to  the  Fo- 
reign Office,  or  to  any  other  Department 
of  the  State.  It  appeared  to  be  generally 
admitted  that  if  the  Seeretsry  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affiiirs  were  engaged  in  eommer- 
eial  negotiations  he  mast  eonsolt  some  one 
—that  he  most  have  officers  at  the  Foreign 
Office  who  conld  giro  him  any  information 
he  might  require  in  the  condoet  of  those 
negotiatima.  The  pecnliarity  in  the  sng- 
geation  was  that  he  might  have  an^  namtwr 
of  pereons  to  eonsnit  with,  provided  they 
baa  no  oonneetion  with  the  Board  of  Trade. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  if  a  portion  of  the 
Board  of  Trwile  waa  to  be  tranaferred  to 
the  Foreign  Office,  the  rest  of  it  bad  bet- 
ter Mlow.  The  home  trade,  the  colonial 
trade,  and  the  foreign  trade  were  to  a  great 
d^pw  conneoted  with  each  other,  and  it 
was  certainly  more  nsefnl  and  more  con- 
sistent that  they  should  be  oondaoted  by 
the  same  Department.  But  tt  appeared 
to  him  that  simply  to  place  this  portion  of 
(be  Board  of  Trade  under  the  roof  of  the 
Foreign  Office  would  be  neither  so  useful 
nor  so  simple  as  the  present  arrangement. 
He  agreed  with  the  hon.  Baronet  and  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Calne,  that  to  em- 
ploy the  time  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
writing  long  dissertations  open  political 
economy  would  be  a  waste  of  the  public 
time,  yet  cifcnmatancee  might  arise  when 
it  womd  be  adrantageous  to  break  such  a 
rule.  There  were  many  sulneots  which 
came  before  the  Board  of  Trade  which  re- 
quired to  be  elabomted  w't&t  the  greatest 
care,  and  required  great  intellectual  laboar. 
Snch,  for  instance,  was  the  question  of 
intemstiooal  areragee.  It  was  very  much 
desired  by  the  commercial  interests  of  this 
country  that  there  should  be,  with  regard 
to  what  were  called  "  areragea  "  as  affect- 
ing shipping,  one  uniform  rule  pervading 
all  the  mantime  countries  of  the  world.  If 
the  Foreign  Office  were  to  attempt  to  bring 
France  ud  other  maritime  countries  into 
harmonious  action  with  this  country  opoo 
•ttch  a  difficult  question  as  intcmaUonal  av^ 


rages,  was  there  any  reason  why  that  office 
should  not  consult  the  Board  of  Trade  f 
Surely  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
Foreign  Secretary  was  bound  to  make 
himself  master  of  so  difficult  and  so  subtle 
a  question.  He  dierefore  contended  that 
the  Board  of  Trade  could  not  be  employed 
more  usefully  or  more  profitably  than  by 
devoting  some  portion  w  the  staff  to  the 
consideration  of  such  a  question,  with  the 
view  of  bein^  able  to  furnish  the  Foreign 
Office  with  information  upon  the  subject 
when  it  was  required.  It  must  first  of  all 
be  considered  what  rules  would  be  most  ac- 
ceptable to  the  shipping  and  to  the  com- 
mercial classes  of  this  country ;  it  must 
then  be  considered  how  far  such  regulations 
diflfered  from  the  rules  of  foreign  countries; 
and  when  all  this  had  been  done  it  would 
be  necessary  to  form  a  plan  which  our 
Foreign  Minister  could  bring  under  the 
notice  of  foreign  Govemmeots  with  the 
view  of  ascertaining  whether  a  uniform 
system  of  law  as  regarded  averages  might 
not  be  adopted.  That  was  a  duty  which 
the  Board  of  Trade  could  well  discharge, 
and  he  did  not  see  what  objection  there 
could  be  to  the  Secretary  tar  Foreign 
Afeirs,  who  must  have  assistance,  Apply- 
ing for  it  to  the  Department  which  could 
render  it.  The  argument  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Stamford,  that 
you  ought  not  to  have  two  Departments  to 
do  the  work  which  one  could  accomplish, 
was,  in  fact,  an  argument  for  uniting  all 
the  Departments  of  the  Stato.  Indeed, 
in  a  certain  sense  it  might  be  said  that 
they  were  all  one.  They  were  all  public  ser- 
vants for  giving  advice  and  assistance  to  the 
executive  Government,  and  one  was  as 
much  at  the  service  of  that  Oovernment  as 
another.  He  oould  see  no  great  difference 
between  the  relations  of  the  Foreign  Office 
with  the  Board  of  Trade  and  those  which 
existed  between  the  same  Office  and  the 
Home  Office  the  Admiral^,  or  other  De- 
partments of  the  State.  There  had  recently 
occurred  the  ease  of  Mary  Ryan,  in  which 
the  Foreign  Office  bad  had  to  commonieato 
with  the  Home  Office,  and  the  Home 
Office  with  the  Lunacy  Commissioners  ; 
and  in  dealing  with  all  these  questions  it 
was  often  found  necessary  to  obtain  the  as- 
sistance  of  the  knowledge  and  experience 
of  Departments  other  than  that  which  waa 
acting  in  the  mattor.  He  was  clearly  of 
opinion  that  all  communications  with  fo- 
reign Governments  and  with  Ambassadors 
and  Consuls  abroad  should  be  under  the 
eootrol  of  the  Foreign  Qffie^  ;  _bn.t  he  4id 
not  see  any  olfjeetion  to  the  Foivlgn^i- 
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liiiter  eoDSolUng  the  Board  of  Trade,  or 
wckj  other  Department  from  whiob  be  eoolfl 
derive  vsefal  adTioe ;  and  he  knew  that 
ihm  many  aa^ects  apoo  wlueh  ^  Board 
of  Trade  eould,  in  oomequence  of  the 
ability  of  the  gentlemen  who  eoropoaed  it, 
and  the  stores  of  knowledge  whieh  existed 
in  that  Department,  very  ntefnllj  advise 
him.  There  were  maoT  matters,  such  at 
the  grioTances  of  merehanta,  open  which 
no  oonsnltaUon  was  neeesaaij ;  hut  there 
were  other  qoestions — for  inataoce,  thoee 
arising  ont  of  the  applioation  of  ad  valorem 
daties — upon  which  the  Board  of  Trade 
could  anpply  the  F<»eign  Office  promptlj 
witii  more  nsefol  informatbn  than  ^ey 
eould  obtun  fer  themaelTes  bj  other  means. 
There  was  some  ambigoitj  about  the  ex< 
pressiim  "fweign  trwle.^  Mr.  Booth 
atated  to  the  Committee  that  he  inoladed 
In  that  term  aU  qneetions  wiUi  ^reign 
nations  eonnected  with  shipping  dues, 
metehant  seamen,  harboor  does,  iigbthoose 
dnes,  and  many  others  which  were  snbjects 
of  discosuon  between  the  British  and 
forei^  Oovemments.  Therefore,  if  the 
Foreign  Office  was  to  be  made  self-sufficing 
upon  all  matters  of  foreign  trade,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  transfer  to  the  Foreign 
Office  not  only  Mr.  Uallett  and  a  few 
othm,  but  all  the  gentlemen  who  were 
eonneeted  with  these  different  branehes. 
In  fact,  to  do  the  thing  efi^tn^y,  and 
make  the  Foreign  Office  really  and  entirely 
lelf-saffidng,  it  wonld  be  neeeBsaiT  to 
amalgamate  the  whole  Beard  of  Trade 
with  that  D^Hvtment  He  was  ann  that 
that  eould  not  be  the  intention  of  the  hni. 
Baronet.  He  b^iered  that  the  discussion 
of  abstract  principles  had  had  now  little 
place  in  the  business  transacted  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  ;  but  he  must  say  that  in 
former  times  during  the  diseosuon  of  the 
free  trade  qnestions  that  Department  had 
by  such  means,  by  bringing  promraently 
forwwd  sound  priociples  of  political 
economy,  rendered  infinite  serrtee  to 
the  country  in  the  promotion  of  eommeroial 
freedom.  The  evidence  given  by  Mr. 
Porter  and  other  gentlemen  who  were  eon- 
nected with  the  Board  of  Trade  before  the 
Committee  upon  Import  Dnties  waa  the  firat 
and  moat  important  at^  whieh  was  taken 
in  the  direetim  of  eommenial  freedom. 
He  admitted  that  it  would  not  be  right  to 
^nd  time  upon  such  diseussionB  now ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  we  must  not  oumose  that 
we  had  arrived  at  perfecUon.  Qnesttona 
were  arising  every  day,  and  he  had  do 
donbt  that  as  time  went  <tt.  the  Board  of 
Trade  would  fiwt  other  snlgecta  to  whioii 


to  apply  itself,  and  that  in  thia  eonniry  we 
should  always  need  the  serriees  of  a  body 
of  gnUlemen,  sueh  aa  wen  now  eonnected 
wiu  that  DcjMrtBonIa  who  eould  bring 
to  the  disettasion  of  aiioh  questions  great 
utelleetual  power  and  a  Urge  experience. 
His  hon.  Friend  the  Ifembn-  for  the  CSty 
of  London  (Ur.  Crawford),  suggested  very 
judiciously  that  there  would  uways  be  a 
number  of  questions  which  did  not  exaotly 
belong  to  any  Department,  and  that  it  waa 
oeoeasary  to  have  one  which  should  gather 
Uiem  up.  He  bdieved  tiiat  the  Board  ^ 
Trade  was  welt  fitted  to  disehaige  suoh  a 
function,  and  that  the  misoellaneoas  oba- 
racter  of  its  bauness  eniJded  it  to  reader 
very  important  servioe  to  the  pnblie.  The 
very  eonsnltative  departamit  of  that  Board 
which  it  was  proposed  to  abolish  had  to 
deal  with  treaties  of  eommeree  and  navi- 
gation—that was,  wiUi  qnestioos  arising 
out  of  those  treaties  upon  whieh  the  F»* 
reign  Offiee  might  think  fit  to  ask  dmr 
advice — with  questions  of  fisberiee,  art 
unions,  copyright  and  trade  marks,  the 
registration  of  deugns,  companies*  part- 
nerships, charters,  and  many  othw  sub- 
jects, and  if  it  wwe  abolished,  gentlemen 
must  he  found  to  deal  with  these  qoestions 
whioh  occupied  a  vast  deal  of  tune  and 
attmtion.  It  was  true  that  charters  wm 
not  now  so  numerous  as  they  used  to  be ; 
but  still  if  an  applioation  was  made  for  a 
ebarter  by  some  commercial  company  that 
waa  a  snbjeet  for  eonsideration  by  tho 
Gommeniaf  D^artment  of  tiio  Board  ^ 
Trade.  So  also  with  regard  te  art  nnioaa 
and  fisheries.  Many  diSeult  questieiia 
arose  under  Acta  of  Pariiament,  referring 
to  these  two  snbjeets,  and  they  must  Im 
dealt  with  by  some  one  or  other.  In  faet, 
if  any  great  change  was  to  be  made  in  the 
constitution  of  tiie  Board  of  Trade,  it 
wtHild  be  necessary  to  r^al  a  great  num- 
ber of  Acts  of  Parliament  which  had  im- 
posed onerous  duties  upon  tiiat  Board,  and 
to  ^videsome  other  D^Mrtnmit  to  eairy 
their  provisions  into  exeeution.  As  wo 
must  have  gentlemen  to  see  to  the  enforoe- 
ment  of  thne  variovs  enaetmeDts,  it  waa 
an  eeottomteal  arrangement  to  take  the 
oppnrtaaity  of  eonaulting  them  npon  snb- 
jects  akin  to  tboao  in  the  ooorideration  «f 
whidi  thOT  were  generally  engaged,  and 
npon  whira,  theterare,  thqr  eonU  give  very 
useful  advice.  Some  hon.  OentleuMo  were 
of  opinion  that  eaeh  Department  eaght  te 
be  self-enffieiag.  He  (If  r.  lOhier  Qihson) 
said—'*  Hake  the  best  use  of  the  staff  of 
public  officers  that  yon  are  obliged  to  keepw 
Let  the  Board  of  Tnde  and  eraix  other 
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Depftrteent  peifcm  tSi  the  lenioe  that  H 
ean  to  the  oonnlrf ;  "  and  he  had  do  donht, 
Botwithataoding  the  theoredeal  objeotioni 
which  had  beeo  orged  against  the  relatioos 
between  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Fo- 
reign Office,  that  those  who  had  the  eontrol 
of  thoae  Departmeotfl  woald,  to  the  bett  of 
their  abilitj,  em|^;  their  staffs  in  the  mode 
which  would  he  most  advaotageou  to  the 
pnhlie. 

Mb.  SEYMOUR  FITZGERALD  laid, 
he  thought  that  the  bon,  Meuber  for 
Bradford  (Mr.  W.  £.  Ponter)  had 
■earcdjr  oontemplated  that  the  qneation 
which  he  had  raised  wonld  hare  opoMd 
np  such  eomplieated  and  difficult  ^nestioBa 
as  those  they  were  now  discussing.  Of 
the  three  recommendations  which  were 
made  bj  the  Committee  which  inquired 
into  this  sabjeet  two  were  of  some  im- 
portance and  the  third  was  of  trifling  eon- 
sequenee.  It  was  with  the  third  onlj  thst 
the  Foreign  Office  had  made  anj  attempt 
to  grapple ;  and  he  nmst  say  that  the 
measure  which  thej  had  adopted  to  meet 
the  Jest  complaint  of  the  mercantile  body 
was  a  mere  delosimi.  That  oomf^int  ot 
the  merehanta  was  that  great  delay  and 
ineonvenimee  arose  out  of  the  oommnni- 
oatioQi  betvMn  the  Foreign  Office  and  the 
Board  of  Trade.  What  were  theee  eom- 
unniaelletis  t  Beapatehei  relating  to  po- 
litical mattera  were  sent  to  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  political  depart- 
ment, and  commereial  matters  were  for- 
warded to  the  Board  of  Tnule.  Instead 
of  these  despatches  going  to  the  political 
department,  it  appeared  that  tbej  were 
now  to  go  to  a  sp«jial  division  in  the  Fo- 
reign Office,  and  to  be  by  them  forwarded 
to  the  Board  of  Trade.  Instead  of  giving 
inereaaed  faoility,  tlus  wonld  Tery  often  he 
the  cause  of  increased  delay.  It  waa  the 
merest  clerk's  works  to  send  these  dee- 
patohee  from  the  poUtical  department  to 
this  eommereiel  department  of  the  Foreign 
Office,  to  be  by  them  forwarded  to  w 
Board  of  Trade.  If  nothing  hot  that  had 
been  done,  it  was  the  greatest  sham  in 
the  world,  and  all  the  tdd  evils  wonld  exist 
unchecked  under  such  a  system.  A  much 
larger  qocstioD,  however,  had  been  opened 
up  in  the  debate.  A  general  feeling  had 
been  expressed  that  the  consultative  de- 
partmeut  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ooght  to 
be  done  away  with,  and  thst  a  nmilar  de- 
partment in  the  Foreign*  Office  ooght  to 
be  substttuted.  He  was  sorry  he  could 
uot  agree  with  the  views  expressed  by  hie 
lion.  Friend  the  Member  for  Stamford  (Sir 
Stefibrd  Kertheole)  ud  other  Members 


OB  this  snhfeot.   In  hia  opinion  the  real 
remedy  lay  in  exactly  the  oppoute  direo- 
tion.    His  beli^  waa  that  the  best  remedy 
wonld  be  found  in  strengUiening  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  making  it  that  imnortant 
Board  of  Trade  that  shouM  be  aaequate 
for  all  purposes.    There  were  questtons  of 
foreign  trade  which  most  necessarily  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Foreign  Office,  and  it 
waa  impossible  to  deal  satiafoctorily  with 
qneetioDs  of  foreign  trade  legislation,  un- 
leaa  the  Department  was  aoqnainted  with 
the  necessitiea  of  the  hMne  trade.  If  they 
created  a  Department  in  the  Foreiga  Offiee. 
and  it  was  neeesiary  for  the  Department 
to  oonsolt  the  Board  of  Trade  in  regard  to 
the  wants  of  the  home  trade,  how  had 
hon.  Members  advanced  their  cause  ?  This 
was  not  a  question  of  statistics.  Very 
often  qoestioBS  arose  in  which  a  course 
which  wonld  bcneftt  one  class  of  our  mann- 
faetorers  wonld  Injure  another.    It  was 
impossible  for  the  Foreign  Office  to  deal 
with  such  questions.    The  hon.  Member 
for  Brighton  (Mr.  White)  talked  about  the 
Foragn  Office  being  in  a  powtioo  to  re- 
oeive  the  remonstrances  and  complainta  of 
the  commercial  body.    But  what  caused 
those  remonstrances  and  complaints  f  Th«ry 
had  nothing  to  do  with  onr  eommeteial 
legislation.   They  were  all  free  traden  in 
that  House  now,  with  vwy  fnr  eic^timia; 
but  many  years  would  elapse  heiom  all 
the  other  eonntriea  of  the  world  would  ho 
free  traden  also ;  it  wonld  therefore  happen 
that  the  regolationa  of  foreign  tariffs  and 
foreign  traide   wonld    sometimes  press 
heavily  on  the  merchants  of  this  country. 
We  must  have  somebody  to  deal  with 
them,  and  that  body  must  be  well  a«- 
quabted  witii  all  the  requirements  of  trade 
and  mannfootures.    The  hon.  Member  for 
Leeds  (Mr.  Bmocs)  appeared  to  Uiink  that 
9l\  tibet  was  wanted  waa  the  application  of 
the  most  faronnd  natira  eluse.  There 
was  nothing  tint  better  eiemplified  the 
necessity  of  the  mterferenee  ui  seme  Oo- 
Tonunentd  Department  than  tiiat  jutj 
clanse.   A  country  in  giving  an  advantage 
to  some  other,  aa  in  the  case  of  the  treaty 
between  France  and  Belgium,  stipnUted 
most  Btrietiy  for  the  ezelusion  of  certain 
other  Powers,  and  it  was  the  manufac- 
turing subjects  of  these  very  Powers  who 
wantedto  be  pnt  in  the  same  favonred  posi- 
tion.  Until  the  dayeaoM  when  our  free 
trade  priBoiplee  were  adopted  generally 
thronghont  uie  world,  we  must  hMre  sease 
Department  of  the  Governmeat  ohaq^ 
with  the  interesto  «f  ear  auuHtfaoturen, 
uul  eble  4«  proteaft  thep^edMbetBid^e 
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before,  the  praettoal  solotioa  of  the  diffi- 
ealtj  was  to  BtrengtheB  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  thii  new  he  had  takeo  during 
the  whole  of  the  littinffs  of  the  Committee. 
Many  witoaaww  thonght  there  abould  be 
DO  oommnniMtioB  between  oar  Foreign 
Uinisters  and  the  Board  of  Trade,  exoept 
throngfa  the  Foreign  Oflbw.  It  waa  said 
that  no  ^blie  serrant  abroad  ought  to 
owe  allegianoe  to  two  masters.  He  oonM 
not,  however,  admit  that  if  onr  Foreign 
Ministers  eommaoieated  direct  with  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  matters  striotljr  within 
its  proTinee  tbej  oould  be  sud  to  hare  a 
divided  allegiance,  nor  was  there  an?  rea- 
son whj  there  shonid  tte  a  conflict  of  jnris- 
diotion.  The  best  proof  waa  to  he  found 
in  Uie  French  Treaty.  The  Foreign 
Office  demded  that  a  fit  and  proper  time 
for  negotiating  a  oommereial  treatj  with 
France  had  arrived.  With  snoh  a  deeiaton 
the  Board  of  Trade  ought  to  have  nothing 
to  do.  The.  hui.  Member  for  Rochdale 
(Mr.  Cohden)  was  sent  to  n^Uate  the 
trea^ ;  but  did  he  communieate  with  the 
Foreign  Offiee  f  No  t  all  eommutieations 
went  to  the  Board  of  Trade*  or  dse  the 
bon.  Member  eommnnicated  direct  with 
the  commercial  bodies  interested.  The 
result  waa  most  sucoessfnt.  He  thought 
that  all  information  required  relative  to 
trade,  crops,  should  come  direct  from 
the  Consuls  to  Uie  Board  of  Trade,  in- 
stead of  passing  through  several  hands, 
and  hia  opinion  waa  that  communications 
from  the  Consols  abroad  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  might  he  conducted  without  mis- 
diief,  and  more  satisfaetorilj  to  the  com- 
mercial bodj  at  home.  The  real  praetical 
ranedjr  for  the  erila  eomplamed  ctf  was  to 
be  found  not  bj  overbnrdening  the  Fo- 
reign Offioe  with  an  amount  of  woric  whieh 
it  oould  not  accomplish  with  its  present 
staff,  but  bjr  strengthening  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  establishing  direct  communica- 
tion between  the  Qovernment  and  the 
commercial  bodj  throughout  the  coontrj. 

Mr.  CHEBTHAM  concurred  with  the 
hott.  Member  for  Horshsm  in  thinking  that 
the  step  taken  in  this  matter  was  in  the 
wrong  direction,  snd  that  the  proper  course 
would  have  been  to  strengthen  the  Board 
of  Trade,  instead  of  transferring  the  bur- 
den to  the  Foreign  Office.  Our  Consuls 
abroad  should  be  taught  that  th«r  chief 
was  not  a  political  bat  a  eunmareial  chief. 
The  right  bon.  Oentleman  the  Member  for 
Cabe  (Mr.  Lowe),  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  Brighton  (Mr.  White),  seemed  to  think 
that  the  manufacturers  of  -  ibis  country 
widied  Her  Miyesty'a  Government  to  go 


over  the  face  of  the  earth  eontraoting  oom- 
merwal  treaties.  But  they  did  not  desire 
any  such  thing.  What  they  expected  waa 
that  where  other  countries,  which  were 
not  free  traders,  were  making  oomnmeial 
treaties  with  one  another,  ourftanetioooriea 
should  be  there  to  watch  over  the  «om- 
merdal  interests  of  this  eonntry. 

Ms.  BAZLBT  considered  that  the  ob- 
jections of  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the 
Member  for  Calne.  and  also  those  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Brighton,  might  be  uived 
with  greater  effect  against  any  other  De- 
partment of  the  Govemmmt  than  the 
Board  of  Trade.  As  one  of  the  Committee, 
he  regretted  that  their  eooolusions  were 
not  in  strict  conformity  with  his  own  views 
upon  the  subject.  He  considered  that  they 
should  strengthen  the  Board  of  Trade,  so 
as  to  render  that  Department  eapaUe  (rf 
taking  cognisance  of  the  whole  commercial 
enterprise  <tf  die  Em|»r^  and  becouio 
what  it  ought  to  be*  the  grMt  organ  of 
industry  in  this  country.  TCho  Bwrd  of 
Trade  should  not  oonfine  its  fnnotions  to 
railways  merely  or  works  of  a  umilar  Unds 
it  shoold  either  ehange  its  name  or  become 
the  great  organ  of  the  industry  of  the 
country.  Why  should  they  not  have  an 
Agricnltnral  Department  connected  with 
the  Departmoits  of  Trade  and  Commeree. 
The  Bo«d  of  Trade,  as  now  eonstitated. 
was  a  very  useful  Department,  and  ob- 
tained a  vast  amount  of  very  useful  infor- 
mation, and  it  might  be  made  moch  more 
nsefnl    its  eonstitutiim  would  adaut  of  it. 

HETBOPOLXTAN  POUOE  RATE. 
OBSUTASIOira. 

Mr.  cox  said,  he  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  Urge  hmreaM 
in  the  amount  now  paid  by  the  metropdia 
for  Police  Rate  t  and  to  ask  the  Secratary 
of  State  tat  the  Home  Departmwt,  to 
what  purpose  such  increased  payment  ia 
applied.  A  rate  was  generally  supposed 
to  mean  the  levying  of  a  sum  <rf  money 
having  regard  to  two  oircnmstanoe^— first, 
the  amount  of  money  required,  and  nex^ 
the  amount  of  property  upon  which  it  was 
to  be  leried.  Unfortnnately  that  was  not 
the  mode  adopted  for  the  metropolis  with 
reference  to  the  police  rate,  but  it  waa  an 
arbitrary  rate,  and  the  inhatntants  were 
bound  to  nuse  the  sum  demanded,  whether 
the  amount  ^odueod  was  repaired  or  not. 
He  would  «all  attention  to  the  Aet  of  Fai^ 
liament  under  which  the  pdiee  rate  waa 
levied  in  the  Metropolis,  bMattse  the  case 
turned  entirely  on  we  words  of  th^ct. 
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The  Act  iteted— 

"  TbU  the  Sam  to  b*  paid  fbr  (he  PnrpoKi  of 
the  PoUoe  onder  tUa  Act  ■ball  not  exceed  to  the 
irhde  In  aajr  one  Tear  the  rate  of  Eif  btpenee  in 
the  Pound  on  tbefblland  &ir  aiuraal  Value  of  all 
Property  rateable  ibr  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  within 
taoh  Patifb,  Towntbip.  Preeinot,  or  Place,  mcb 
ftiU  and  flur  aaniial  Vuno  to  be  oompated  aecord- 
ingto  thelaat  ValnaUonfortbe  Time  being  acted 
apon  In  ■unwinc  thn  Ooontjr  Rate." 

The^  bad,  howeTer.  been  going  on  pftying 
6d.  in  the  pound  on  a  former  aasesBment 
without  knowine  how  the  money  wai  ex- 
pended. The  police  had  not  been  inorenBed, 
and  their  Tiiits  were  like  angels*  visits, "few 
and  far  between/*  and  Uie  money  had 
been  paid  hitherto  with  content  withont 
knowing  whether  or  not  they  got  full  ralue 
for  their  money.  Within  the  Tait  eighteen 
montbit  howeTer,  there  had  been  a  new 
auoBBment  of  the  county,  and  they  now 
found  that  the  ratepayera  were  eiUlea  upon 
to  pay  6d.  in  the  pound  police  rate  on  an 
inonaaed  raluation  of  £1,978,000.  Bj  a 
Retom  tiiat  had  just  been  made  of  the 
pariah  of  St.  Hary,  Islington,  the  inereaaed 
payment  hi  that  parish  had  been  at  the 
rate  of  12^  and  13  per  cent.  Now,  per- 
haps he  should  be  told  that  that  was  an 
increasing  parish,  and  that  the  increased 
payment  was  owing  to  the  increased  valua- 
tion  of  the  |>roperty  ;  but  he  found  that  in 
another  pansh  where  no  increase  had  taken 
plaoe  in  the  value  of  house  property  the 
police  rate  liad  increased  10  per  cent 
during  the  last  two  ^ears ;  yet,  for  all 
that,  they  had  not  received  an  extra  police- 
man to  protect  their  property.  The  result 
waa  that  the  metropolis  was  called  upon 
to  pay  nearly  £25,000  for  police  rate 
more  than  was  paid  in  1863 ;  yet,  so  far 
as  be  knew,  the  pidiee  had  not  been  in- 
ereased,  neither  had  bnrglaries  or  erimes 
diminished  during  that  period.  £25,000 
would  pay  the  interest  upon  a  large  sum  of 
money.  His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Qreenwieh  (Ur.  Alderman  Sdomons)  wished 
to  put  another  penny  tax  upon  coals  in 
order  to  free  the  bridges  of  the  metropolis; 
but  the  £20,000  of  which  he  had  spoken 
would  go  a  good  way  to  pay  the  interest 
of  the  money  nuaed  for  that  purpose. 

Mb.  ATRTON  was  of  opinion  that  the 
matter  adverted  to  was  of  great  imporu 
anee  and  deserved  the  serious  eonstdera- 
tion  of  metropoliuu  Hembers,  for  the 
eondition  of  the  metropolis  in  respect  to 
ptdioe  arrangementa  was  of  an  extra- 
ordinarj  kind.  It  wu  many  yean  unoe 
the  expetinut  of  the  UetropoKtan  FoUeo 
began  by  the  substitution  in  a  few  pa- 
rishes «tt  polieanten  for  thepari>|i  watch- 


men, under  the  control  of  a  Commisuoner. 
The  system  had  worked  well ;  but  whm 
the  Metropolitan  Police  went  to  Temple 
Bar,  they  found  their  functions  obstructed 
W  the  charmed  wall  of  the  City  and  the 
CfommisiioDer,  and  then  nainrMj  looked 
to  the  extension  of  his  power  in  anotlier 
direction,  and,  step  by  step,  they  had 
taken  possession  of  territory  which  reached 
to  the  enormous  extent  of  687  square 
miles,  and  included  a  population  of 
3,100,000  persons,  and  comprised  parts 
of  Middlesex,  Hertford,  Essex,  Kent  and 
Surrey.  In  the  heart  of  this  district  there 
was  a  spot  reserved  for  the  antiquated 
prejndices  of  the  City  of  London,  and 
the  operations  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
were  thereby  disorganized  —  the  county 
of  Hertford  had  an  excellent  police  of  its 
own  and  so  had  the  counties  of  Kent  and 
Surrey,  and  he  saw  no  neeessity  for  cut- 
ting off  portions  of  those  oonnties  and 
placing  them  nnder  tiie  eontral  of  the 
Metropolitan  Gommiasionar  of  Police,  He 
thought  that  to  make  the  Metropolitan 
Police  effletent  would  be  to  divest  the 
Metropolitan  Commissioner  of  Police  of 
those  outlying  districts,  and  give  him  that 
district  in  the  heart  of  his  territory,  the 
separation  of  which  from  his  jurisdiction 
interfered  with  the  due  execution  of  the 
functions  of  the  police.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Finsbary  (Mr.  Cox)  complained  of  the 
expense  of  the  Metropolitan  Police;  hot 
the  City  of  London  kept  up  a  more  ex- 
pensive police,  and  made  the  whole  force 
under  the  Metropolitan  Commissioner  dis- 
contented with  thor  position.  If  the 
police  forces  were  amalgamated  and  the 
extra  expense  of  the  City  polioe  were 
distributed  among  the  whole  body,  the 
best  polieeman  imeiring  inerMsed  pay  as 
a  reward,  it  was  not  likely  that  the  honeea 
of  merehants  in  the  City  would  then  be 
sacked,  and  the  City  of  London  given  up 
to  depredators  who,  when  they  had  com- 
pleted their  raid,  retired  from  the  juris- 
diction of  the  City  Poliee.  What  was 
wanted  was  a  police  force  aoting  over  a 
more  limited  area,  and  with  efficient  super* 
vision.  There  was  an  abundance  of  police 
in  the  metropolis.  While  in  Manchester 
there  was  a  policeman  for  every  780  in- 
habitants, in  London  there  was  one  for 
every  423.  Notwithstanding  this,  it  was 
said  that  a  policeman  was  not  to  be  found 
in  Islington.  That  might  be  becanso 
Islington  was  a  virtiioas  fdaoe,  and  did 
not  require  poliee  proteetim.  hoped 
the  Secretary  of  Suta  would  turn  his  At- 
tention to  the  ^ttm*  though  it>^gj& 
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ficuU  to  Diake  sdj  reform  whtA  affisoted 
tlie  Citj  of  London^  for  if  any  iinproT»- 
meot  in  the  eoneeras  of  the  Citj  were 
eontemplated  the  oivio  aathorities  imine> 
diatelj  sent  a  cireular  to  all  the  rotten 
corpcvatioiu  in  the  eoDDtry,  and  got  them 
to  preaent  petitioDi  to  that  Hooae  againit 
the  dreadful  attack  which  waa  rwresented 
as  aboot  to  he  made  upoo  the  naoohiaes 
and  libertiei  of  the  cooDtry;  and  the  re- 
ault  waa  that  the  eonntry  was  induced  to 
believe  that  some  design  was  in  progress 
against  our  liberties— >aU  because  it  was 
proposed  to  improve  the  metropolis  by 
getting  rid  of  some  abuse  belonging  to 
a  bygone  day.  He  was  quite  sure  that  if 
the  Secretary  of  State  were  to  give  to  the 
City  oorporaticHi  some  assurance  that  the 
thoroughfares  would  be  kept  clear  when- 
ever a  eivic  show  passed  along,  their 
opposition  to  the  amalgamation  of  the 
pdice  foraea  would  be  very  much  modified. 

Mb.  Aldbbicah  BOSS  rejoiced  that 
the  hon.  Uember  for  the  Tower  Hamleta 
(iCr,  Ayrton)  had  been  a&rded  an  op- 
pOTtODity  of  giving  vent  to  his  viewa  for 
what  they  were  worth.  He  had  suggested 
that  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  police, 
having  at  present  a  jurisdioUon  extending 
over  687  square  miles  of  area  and  a  popu- 
lation of  3,100,000  inhabitanU,  should  be 
relieved  from  his  authority  over  outlying 
portions  of  Kent,  Hereford,  Bssex,  Surrey, 
ud  Middlesex,  those  counties  having 
iee  of  their  own,  and  that  he  should 
confined  to  the  immediate  jurisdiction 
of  the  metropolis.  He  (Mr.  Alderman 
Bose)  on  the  oontrarj.  believed  that  the 
competition  between  the  Metropolitan  and 
City  Police  forces  tended  to  th«r  eflScieney ; 
and  if  the  Ci^  were  deprived  of  its  IomI 
management  with  regard  to  the  p<^ice, 
the  resolt  would  he  that  the  City  of  Loo- 
don  would  be  added  to  the  metropolitan 
area,  and  that  this  would  coostitute  a 
great  public  calamity.  They  both  acted 
in  harmony,  and  the  fact  that  they  had 
•aaceeded  m  discovering  and  tracking  out 
persona  engaged  in  recent  bnrglariea  prov- 
ed that  the  existing  police  arrangements 
worked  well.  The  owners  of  valuaUe 
property  in  the  City  of  London  did  not 
beaitate  to  deposit  it  in  insecnre  premises; 
and  not  only  that,  but  they  let  out  oUier 
parts  of  those  premises  to  fbar,  five  and 
•iz  other  tenants  who  lefi  them  nnoocnpied 
at  nights,  ud  for  thirty-Mx  houra  together. 
They  sometimes  also  leit  keys  hanging  near 
gas  lights,  and  looked  up  their  premises 
most  insufficiently.  Waa  it  to  be  wondered, 
then,  that  with  the  amoaat  of  bnigUriow 


skill  existing  in  the  metropoUs,  and  witt 
thirty-six  hours  of  nnintermpted  posses- 
sion, thieves  should  break  through  and 
steal!  As  to  the  principal  bnrglariea 
which  bad  lately  taken  place  in  the  City, 
in  one  Instance  the  police  bad  i^rcn  tXpxt 
separata  waminga  to  the  man  who  waa 
robbed  that  his  place  of  bnuneea  had  baen 
iosecarelj  left.  When  persena  n^ealad 
ordinanr  precautions  in  that  way,  they 
themselves,  ud  not  the  police,  were  to 
be  blamed.  As  to  the  corporation  6t 
the  City  having  on  former  oceauons,  when 
its  rights  were  attacked,  appealed  for  aa> 
ststaooe  in  defending  them  to  the  other 
corporations  of  the  country,  he  would  only 
say  that  it  had  made  those  appeals  suc- 
cessfully, and^he  bdieved  that.  If  necea- 
sary.  It  would  make  them  again,  with  the 
like  results.  He  did  not  think  the  country 
would  ever  submit  to  have  a  Minister  of 
Police,  with  from  8,000  to  10.000  men. 
armed,  drilled,  and  o^niaed,  j^iaeed  under 
his  control,  and  who  would  be  amenable  to 
the  Government  only  and  not  made  di- 
rectly responsible  to  that  House.  The 
army  ud  navy  were  continued  by  the 
Mutiny  Act  from  year  to  year  so  aa  to 
bring  them  under  the  control  of  Parlia- 
ment. Moreover,  local  supervision  ud 
local  self-government  afibrded  bettw  gna- 
raotees  for  an  efficient  police  system  than 
u  orguixatioo  too  highly  centnlixed,  ud 
managed  by  one  Commissioner,  who  ia 
many  cases  was  perfectly  unapproachable. 

Mr.  WHALLEY  thought  that  before 
the  Home  Secretary  listened  to  any  ang- 
geations  for  extending  the  jariadictton  of 
the  Metropolttu  Poliee,  he  ought  to  take 
into  account  the  fisct  that  the  army 
police  exercised  sneh  a  tororiim  over  the 
magistrates  who  administered  jostice  in 
the  metropolitu  districts,  that  those  gen- 
tlemen, having  repeatedly  remonstrated 
in  vain  against  the  arbitrary  conduct  of 
the  force,  had  abudooed  in  despair  the 
attempt  to  stud  between  the  polioe  ud 
the  public.  Any  extusion  of  we  metro- 
poliun  police  was  as  opposed  te  the  feel* 
ing  of  the  public  as  it  was  hostile  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  ud  it  was 
essential,  before  any  further  Mcpenditnre 
waa  sanctioned  for  that  olyect,  that  ad- 
ditional securities  should  be  taken  tar  the 
prevention  of  the  abases  to  which  he  had 
referred. 

Sia  6B0R6E  GBET  said,  ho  would  not 
new  enter  into  any  disonsuon  aa  to  whe- 
ther the  City  and  tiie  Metrop<ditu  Poliee 
should  be  amalgamated.  He  must,  how- 
ever,  say  that  Be^^ti|^t@(lj^^ 
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reuoo  to  complftia  that  tha  hon.  MemW 
for  Peterborough  (Mr.  Whftlley)  ibonid 
eell  npoo  him  night  after  night  to  defend 
the  oondnot  of  the  metropolitnn  megia- 
tratoi  from  hit  anjest  oeneurei.  The  hon. 
Member  i»id  thmt  thoM  genUanai  had 
totallj  abandoned  their  dntj. 

Me,  WHALLBT  explained  that  he  had 
not  eomplained  of  the  magistratet,  bat 
•implj  mentioDed  what  thej  had  stated. 

S»  GEOKGB  OREY  said,  he  oonld 
not  tell  what  the  magistratea  might  have 
■wd  to  the  hon.  Member  t  hat  in  the  dia- 
eharg e  a(  their  pnhlie  ditiu  in  th^  eoarta 
they  were  aonatantly  reported  aa  expreaa- 
iog  the  opioiM  that  for  one  eaae  in  whieh 
thev  had  to  find  fault  with  the  potice — 
and  they  oertaioly  did  not  apare  them  when 
they  were  to  blame — there  were  ten  oaiei 
in  which  tbej  spolie  of  the  admirable 
aaaoner  iu  which  the  poliee  acted.  To 
atate  .that  the  magiitratea  were  influenced 
hj  a  terror  of  the  police  waa  to  east  a 
most  undeaerred  reflection  upon  them. 
The  hon.  Membw  for  Finabnrj  (Mr.  Cox) 
had  eorreotly  stated  the  prineiples  and 
regulations  under  whioh  the  poliee  rate 
ma  raiaed.  The  inereaao  in  the  rate  arose 
from  the  increase  in  the  number  of  hoosea 
and  atreeta  which  daily  took  plaee,  and 
nlao  from  the  now  aaaeaamont  whieh  had 
ktely  come  into  oporatioo.  The  iocreaaed 
rental  of  the  metropolis  waa  £1.978.000. 
about  ooe^ialf  of  whioh  arose  from  the  new 
assessment,  and  the  other  half  from  the 
inoreaoed  namber  of  houses.  There  had 
been  a  difficulty  experienoed  in  getting 
men  to  enter  the  foree  ;  and  some  of  their 
best  men  had  been  anxioaa  to  enter  the 
City  Police,  whose  pay  was  somewhat 
higher.  It  had  therefore  been  requisite 
to  ioereaae  the  pay  of  the  sergeants  and 
constables  2t.  M.,  U.  6d,  and  1«.  per 
week  respeotifoly ;  thereby  creating  an 
additioMl  ehaigo  of  ^£19,600.  He  ho|Md 
this  inereaao  would  be  the  means  of  io- 
dneing  good  men  to  enter  the  aervioe. 
Another  48,595  had  also  been  required 
for  an  ioereaso  in  the  strength  of  the  foroe. 
Ho  understood  the  hon.  Member  to  com- 
plain that,  although  owing  to  the  increase 
of  houses  in  partioular  diatriola,  there  had 
beoQ  aa  inereaae  of  rating,  there  had  not 
been  a  eorresponding  increase  in  the  nam- 
ber of  police ;  but  he  did  not  under- 
stand him  to  say  that  those  districts 
were  iaanffleiently  goarded  or  inadequately 
watched.  Any  repreaentationa  on  the  auV 
joct  he  Mt  certain  would  have  the  im- 
modiate  attention  of  the  authorities.  With 
ngard  to  the  qnettion  put  by  the  Imhi. 


Member  lor  the  Tower  Hamleta  (Mr. 
Ayrtoo)  aa  to  the  jnrisdiotion  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Police,  he  might  state  that 
it  woold  he  extremely  inconTenient  if  the 
different  couuties  to  which  the  limits  of 
the  metropolis  extended  were  erected  into 
separate  police  jurisdictions.  When  mem- 
bers of  the  metropolitan  force  were  found 
at  distances  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  milea 
from  the  metropolis,  they  were  always 
plaeed  there  at  the  wish  and  for  the  con- 
Tonienee  of  the  reaidents  thanaelToa. 


CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 

QUBSnON. 

Hr.  AUGUSTUS  SMITH  aaid.  he 
would  beg  to  ask  the  Seeretary  to  the 
Treasury,  When  the  Civil  Serriee  Esti- 
mates will  be  laid  upon  the  table.  Ho 
must  eomplain  that,  notwithstanding  the 
distinct  recommendations  of  Committees 
and  the  remonstrance  of  individual  Mem- 
bers, the  Civil  Service  Estimates  were 
always  kept  back  to  a  much  later  period 
than  those  affeetiog  the  Naval  and  Military 
Servkea,  Claaa  6  of  the  Cinl  Serriee  Ba> 
timatea  had,  indeed,  heon  iunod  that 
morning,  bat  there  waa  no  appearanao  «f 
any  of  the  otbor  Claaoea.  The  Vote  on 
Account,  also,  whieh  it  waa  intended  to 
ask  for,  waa  in  a  novd  form,  for  it  did 
not  diaelose  towards  which  of  the  Claasea 
the  Vota  on  account  was  to  be  applied. 

Mb.  PEEL  stud,  he  conld  assure  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  Treasury  waa 
anxiona  that  the  Civil  Service  Bstimatea 
ahould  be  presented  at  aa  early  a  period 
of  the  Session  aa  poasible ;  but  it  should 
be  remembered  that  they  were  divided 
into  a  luge  namber  <^  Claues,  eaefa  Claaa 
oomprising  a  great  namber  of  Yotea.  and 
each  Vota  a  great  namber  of  itoma.  These 
Estimates  had  of  late  years  been  presented 
mnoh  earlMr  than  they  were  aoaie  yeara 
ago,  the  whi^  befaig  laid  on  the  table 
during  the  month  of  Hareh.  With  regard 
to  the  Votoa  oa  Aooonnt,  he  most  obwrre 
that  what  had  just  been  eomplaiaed  of 
arose  from  the  complaints  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers of  the  practice  of  paying  the  ex- 
penses of  different  Departments  of  the 
Civil  Service  out  of  batancea  from  previous 
Votes.  Thoae  balances  were  now  sur- 
rendered year  by  year,  and  a  Vota  on  ac- 
count was  neeesaaty  to  enable  the  Trea- 
aury  to  meet  expenaea  aa  tfaey  aroae.  He 
waa  not  aware,  however,  of  any  difference 
between  the  eonrao  porsned  tjU«  year  and 
that  panned  loatyew^tizedbyLiOOgle 
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Main  QnestioD,  "  That  Mr.  Speakar  do 
nowlearethe  Cbair,"pnt,  Badajrwdlo. 

SUPPLY. 
Supply  eotuidared  in  Committee. 
House  resumed. 

CommiUee  report  Progrws ;  to  sit  again 
on  Jfondt^  next. 

UNION  OFFIOERS  (IREliAND)  SUPER- 
ANNUATION BILI^-[Bn2.  88.] 
BBOOND  BEADIVa. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  laeond 
time."— (Sir  Bobert 

Mb.  GBOROE  said,  he  thought  that  in 
eonmon  hnnaai  tiie  Bill  ought  to  he  post- 
poned until  Uie  Finanee  Oommittee  had 
made  their  Report.  He  objeeted  to  the 
Bill.  Optional  modes  of  taxation  were 
practically  obligatory,  and  he  much  feared 
that  the  guardians  would  put  in  force  the 
power  of  superannuation.  The  permissive 
form  of  the  Bill  was  simply  delusive,  and 
he  strongly  maintained  that  this  measure 
i^oold  be  postponed  until  the  Bill  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  King's  County  (Mr. 
Hennessy)  had  come  before  the  House. 

Mb.  pollard  •  URQUHART  also 
urged  tiiat  furthw  time  should  he  given 
for  oonuderation  of  the  Bill  on  the  ground 
that  this  «as  not  a  time  for  unneewsarily 
inereating  the  hnrdena  of  Ireland. 

Mb.  BAOWBLL  said,  that  thia  was  not 
the  only  Bill  before  the  House  for  increas- 
ing the  burden  of  Irish  taxation,  and  sup- 
ported the  reeommendation  for  postp<miog 
the  present  measure.  The  Pobr  Law 
Commissioners  would  not  practically  act  as 
a  corrective  of  unnecessary  superannuation. 
He  would  limit  the  superannuation  to  men 
after  twenty  years  of  service,  but  should 
like  to  do  away  with  superanunations  alto- 
gether as  leading  to  improvidence  on  the 
part  of  expectant  reetpienta. 

Mb.  HBNXESST  aaid,  the  House  had 
over  and  over  again  decided  in  favour  of 
the  superannuation  priooiple,  which  had 
worked  adaiirahly.  If  he  had  any  objec- 
tion to  the  Bill  It  was  that  it  did  not  go  far 
mough.  He  hoped  the  Bill  would  have  the 
sumwrt  of  the  majority  of  Irish  Members, 

Sir  ROBERT  PBEL  said,  he  believed 
the  principle  of  superannaation  was  now 
universally  admitted.  He  should  have  pre- 
ferred his  former  Bill,  because  it  dealt  with 
the  subject  in  a  more  liberal  spirit;  but  after 
the  course  of  legislatum  in  England  be  did 
not  see  how  tlioy  could  i^fnie  to  apply  the 


lame  jnivilege  to  Irriand.  He  had  TMmved 
from  ahaoat  every  Poor  Law  Union  in  Ire- 
land recommendations  that  it  dwuld  he 
proceeded  with.  He  had  before  consented 
to  postpone  the  Bill  for  a  week  to  meet 
the  convenience  of  the  Irish  Members,  and 
he  thought  it  his  dnty  now  to  press  the 
second  reading  to  a  division  in  order  to  teat 
the  feeling  of  the  Hoose  on  the  snhjeet. 
A  more  fair,  just,  and  equitable  compensa- 
tion could  not,  he  believed,  he  devised  for 
persons  who  had  devoted  all  their  time  to 
the  services  of  the  unions. 

Lord  JOHN  BROWNE  thought  it  was 
right  to  give  pensions  to  Poor  Law  Officers 
or  the  various  Unions  in  Ireland,  but  he 
thought  Uiat  this  Bill  was  not  so  good  a 
Bin  as  that  which  was  introduced  two  years 
ago.  He  thought  that  the  certainty  of  a 
pension,  as  was  proposed  to  be  given  under 
the  former  Bill,  would  enable  them  to  get 
a  good  class  of  officers;  but  under  the  pre- 
sent Bill  the  granting  a  pension  was  made 
optional,  and  he  did  not  think  that  the 
mere  ohanoe  of  a  pension  would  have  that 
effect.  The  first  clause  of  this  Bill  defined 
the  officers  who  were  to  receive  pensions  as 
those  who  devoted  their  wb<de  time  to  the 
business  of  the  union.  This  wonU  shot 
out  most  of  the  olerks  of  the  Boards  of 
Guardians,  which  would  have  an  injuriona 
effect.  He  should  vote  in  favour  of  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  he  hcmed 
that  in  Committee  the  first  ehtuse  wodIo  ha 
altered  so  as  to  include  the  olerka  ^  unimiB, 

CoLONBL  DICKSON  did  not  see  why 
there  should  be  so  much  objeotion  to  thia 
Bill.  He  thought,  however,  the  Bill  should 
include  the  clerks  of  unions  and  the  medi- 
cal officers. 

Me.  BLAKE  said,  if  this  Bill  were  read 
a  second  time,  there  was  nothing  to  prevoit 
the  pensions  of  the  olerks  and  medioal 
officers  being  hereafter  thrown  on  the  Coo- 
sdidated  Fund.  He  thought  the  Bill  would 
have  this  good  effeot,  that  it  would  indoee 
many  old  officers  to  retire,  who  were  unable 
from  age  effectively  to  perform  their  duties. 

Mb.  MAGUIRE  supported  the  Bill,  and 
was  glad  to  see  the  rij^t  hon.  Baronet 
pressing  on  the  House  ao  useful  a  measure. 

CounnL  BUNNB  said,  he  was  ready 
to  let  the  Bill  pass  the  aennid  reading,  hot 
he  hoped  it  would  be  rendered  int^ligiUe, 
and  that  the  Committee  ifaouU  be  put  off 
to  a  distant  day, 

Mb.  HASSARD  asked,  if  tiie  medical 
officer  devoted  his  spare  time  to  following 
the  practice  of  his  profession  generally,  he 
would  bo  excluded  front  the  ^efit  of  the 
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Sm  BOBBET  PEBL  nid.  Id  aanrw 
to  tha  qawtioM  pot  to  him,  Hut  the  Bill 
related  to  lemuita  of  nnioiui  vho  had  de- 
voted th^r  vhole  time  to  the  aemee ;  that 
inoladed  the  matter,  the  miBtreas,  the 
aohoolmaster,  and  tbe  paid  narse.  Those 
officers  who  had  not  devoted  their  whole 
time  to  the  duties  required  of  them  would 
not  receive  soperannnation.  In  rntlj  to 
another  onestion  he  begged  to  Ba;^  that,  if 
desired,  he  shonid  not  objeot  to  mtrodnce 
a  eknae  jriviDg  snpenuinnation  to  (^eers 
who  werelnoapantated  hj  inflrmitj. 

Question,  '*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time/'  put,  and  agre^  to.  . 

Bill  road  2",  and  coMmittnl  for  2Wi- 
day  neit. 

BANK  NOTES  ISSUE  BILL— [Biu».] 
OCmillTTBB. 

Order  fbr  Committee  read. 

BUI  eonnclMwl  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Thb  chancellor  of  thb  BXCHE- 
QUEB  said,  he  proposed  to  introdnoe  four 
altemtioDa  into  this  Bill ;  one  with  re- 
gud  to  the  reduction  of  the  per-oentage 
from  45  to  25 ;  another  rekthig  to  the 
redaction  of  the  number  of  yeara^  from 
twenty-five  years  to  ten  ;  a  third  widi  re- 

rt  to  the  bankruptcy  of  banks  under 
Act  \  and  a  fourth  providing  that  the 

f privileges  permitted  to  banks  beyond  tbe 
Imits  of  forty-five  miles,  should  not  give 
them  any  power  of  iaine  witUn  the  fbrty- 
five  miles. 

House  fVfWMd. 

Bill  rtported;  to  be  printed,  as  amended 
[Bill  75];  re-oomm^  for  FtHajf  next. 

UUnVT  BOX. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Doosoit.  BUI  for  puoiahiog 
Mutiny  and  Dsiortion,awl  fcr  tliobsttyr  Paymwt 
of  Ibt  Amy  and  thsir  Qnartan,  ordwwl  to  be 
bnmght  in  by  Mr.  Domor,  Tbe  Mar^neis  of  Hab- 
mraroN,  and  Tbe  Jdmb  Aovoosn. 

BUI  fr0$6aUd,  and  read  l". 

BAST  mHA  (GOTXBHOB  OSnRAL'S  FOWEBS, 

no.)  Ku. 

On  MoUon  of  Sir  Cniauts  Wood,  BiU  to  eo- 
torn  tbe  Powers  of  tbe  Governor  Qfloeral  of  India 
in  Coaneil  «t  Meeting*  *6r  making  Laws  and  Re- 
Kulatiooa,  and  to  amend  the  Law  respecting  the 
torritorial  UmiU  of  the  several  Presidencies  and 
lieutenant  GoTemonhips  in  India,  ordered  to 
be  bronght  in  by  Sir  Cbablm  Wood  and  Mr. 

BUI  pfttemed,  and  read  1°.  inm  IS.] 


um  nrou  bmh  oomn  bill. 

On  HotiMi  of  Sir  Ovmimb  Woob,  BOl  to  extend 
tbe  term  fiv  granting  fresh  Letters  Patent  for  tlw 
Bigh  Conrti  In  India,  and  to  make  fortlier  pro< 
Tiaion  respeoting  the  territorial  jnrisdiotioo  of  the 
said  Conrti.  ordered  to  be  brought  in  1^  Sir 
Cuius  Wood  and  lb.  BiBno. 

BUI  pniMlAi;  and  read  K  [BIUTT.] 

OHBiaSTfl  AXD  SRVOaiSTS  BILL. 
Acta  read;  Bssohition  eoiuidered  in  Com- 
mittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Rsaoked,  Tbat  tbe  Chairman  he  dirseted  to 
move  tiie  Hoaie,  That  kav»  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  BUI  to  regulate  the  qnsMoaUons  of  ObamuU 
and  Dmg^sta. 

House  rewMA^ 

Resolution  reported. 

BtU  ordered  to  be  brooght  in  by  Sir  FirsBov 
KsLLT,  Mr.  XnrauxB,  and  Sir  Suctobd  Nobxh- 

OOIB. 

BiU^rwmlfe^  and  read  1*.  [BUI  78.] 

TAXAHOX  07  IBBLABB. 
Brieot  Committee  Hominaied:—<S(AimA  Bonn, 
Sir  Edwabd  QaooAHiMr.  LosansLD,  Tbe  O'CoROB 
Dow,  Mr.  HasnasT,  Sir  FaaDSBiOK  HsTOAn,  Sir 
GiOBas  CoLTHUBsT,  Sir  Robzbt  Fbbi.,  Sir  Stat- 
roBD  Nobtbcotb,  Mr.  Howbs.  Mr.  Hahbby,  Mr. 
LoWB,  and  Hr.  Babkb  Stahbofb  :— Power  to  send 
for  perMns,piVBrs,aBdieeofda;  Five  to  be  the 
qnwnm. 

Hoose  aiUoomed  at  One  o'elook, 
tmHonday  nest. 


HOUSE   OF  LOUDS, 
Monday,  March  20,  1865. 

MINUTES.]— Pdbuo  Bats— JfrK  Beadii^— 
Colonial  Naval  Defenoe*(S»);  Mstropobtan 
Main  Drainage  Eztmuiim*  UO). 

Third  Baod^— Industrial  ExhUtitions*  (38h 


andjNUKd. 

NEW  COURTS  OF  JUSTICE. 

MOIIOir  TOB  BBTUBBB. 

Eabl  stanhope,  who  had  given 
notiee  to  put  a  Question  to  Her  Majesty's 
GoverameBt  as  to  the  Site  proposed  for  the 
new  Courts  of  Justice,  and  to  move  for  a 
Betorn  upon  the  euhjeot,  said,  he  had  been 
desiroos  of  postponing  tiie  Questions  which 
he  wished  to  put  with  napeot  to  this 
subject  to  the  Goremment  until  after  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bilb  fixing  as  well 
the  site  of  the  new  courts  as  tlw  fimd 
out  of  which  the  expense  of  their  oon- 
Btraotion  was  to  be  defrayed.  But  as  the 
noble  and  learned  I/)rd  on  the  Woolsack 
had  twice  postponed  the  second  reading 
of  .no  of  th.  BiU.^,|,0  tor*-  " 
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to  defer  tiie  matter  no  loiter,  Jtar  it  was 
in  hia  <fiiiuan  expedint  that  the  plans 
and  estimaiei  for  the  propeaed  bmlding 
Bhonld  be  laid  on  the  table  with  tibe  least 
poeuUe  ddaj,  so  that  their  Lordships 
mii^t  hsTB  time  eazefolly  to  eoouder 
than.  Aimming  that  the  Heaie  ihotild 
concur  in  the  view  that  there  most  be 
new  ooBttB  of  lav,  and  amnming  the 
fliwmnial  part  nit  the  admiie  aa  bong  al- 
xeadj  settled,  then  tilie  question  anae, 
whicn  was  tiie  beat  rite  to  aeleot  for  tiie 
porpoae.  The  rite  xeeommended  hr  the 
Government  was  that  behind  the  ehnroh 
of  St.  Clement's  Banes,  and  the  space  ob- 
tained by  the  removal  of  the  block  of 
hooses  between  Carey  Street  and  the 
Strand.  When  he  heard  that  this  site  had 
been  chosen,  he  most  oonfess  he  felt  some 
surprise,  beoanse  he  ooold  not  understand 
on  what  ground  the  superior  advantages 
presented  by  the  Thaaaes  Embankment 
bad  been  disregarded.  For  his  own  part, 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that  that  por- 
timi  <tf  the  SnuMnkment  betiroen 
Sanerset  House  and  the  Temple  would 
have  formed,  in  all  req>eotB,  a  better  ate. 
Xb  woold  b^  tltmr  Lovdahipa  to  consider 
for  a  mMnoit  how  noble  a  sitnatioii  it 
mmld  be  in  an  awhiteetnral  point  of 
view.  If  a  bnilding  were  ooutmoted 
rach  as  the  importanoe  of  the  ocoarion 
draumded,  and  it  rested  <m  the  banks  of 
the  river,  witii  Somerset  Hoose  on  the 
one  ride  and  the  Temple  on  the  o&er,  it 
would  possess  a  river  firont  of  a  beauty 
with  which  not  many  other  river  rites  in 
Europe  could  advautageoualy  oorapare. 
Bat  if,  on  the  omtrary,  the  new  oourts 
were  erected  where  a  blocA:  of  houses 
now  stood,  surrounded  by  otiier  blocks 
of  houses,  the  building,  whatever  its 
arohitectand  beauty  might  be,  could  not 
be  seen  to  advantage.  He  was  ex- 
tremely anzioos,  he  mi^t  add,  that  the 
error  which  had  been  committed  in  the 
ease  of  St  l^ul's  should  now  be  avmded. 
Our  anoestors,  in  owstrooting  two  centu- 
ries ago  that  beantifol  Cathedral,  took  no 
pains  to  provide  that  it  shonld  be  snr. 
rounded  bjr  an  <qien  ^aofl^  and  the  result 
was  that  it  was  encompassed  on  almost 
every  ride  by  blocks  of  houses;  so  that  if 
in  comparing  St  Paul's  in  London  with 
St  Peter's  in  Bome  we  frit  obliged  to 
admit  that  there  was  some  d^ree  of  in- 
feriority in  an  architectural  point  of  view, 
we  should  be  compelled  to  acknowledge 
that  there  existed  a  fax  greater  inferiority 
arisbg  from  the  foot  that,  whereas  St 
Peter's  was  surrounded  by  an  open  spaoe^ 


the  qnctator  oonld  enl;^  ccmtemplale  St. 
Paul's  by  h»king  up  at  it  fnm  a  narrow 
street  running  Iwaae  it,  at  tlw  immineat 
danger  of  get^ng  a  crick  in  his  neck.  Now 
he  Uiougfat  it  most  desirable  that  the  noble 
opportunity  for  gnmd  arehiteetural  e&ot 
^rded  by  the  Thames  Embankment 
ahoold  not  be  n^leeted;  and,  perii^ 
the  plan  of  the  Embankment  bemg  of 
recent  oiigin,  the  t^portonity  had  eseimed 
the  notke  oif  those  Gentleman  who  had 
bean  formed  into  aCommissicn  to  cenrider 
tiu  sttljeot  some  yesn  ago,  and  who  had 
presented  a  Beport  in  &vonr  of  the  Caiey 
Street  rite.  It  might,  however,  be  con- 
tended that  the  convenience  of  suitors 
and  the  pubHo  rendered  it  e^Kdient  that 
the  Carey  Street  rite  should  be  selected. 
But  would  the  Thames  Embankment  rite 
be  inferior  in  thatrespect }  It  would  be 
as  it  were  next  door  to  the  Temple.  No 
doubt  it  would  be  somewhat  fnruier  from 
both  Lincoln's  Inn  and  Gray^s  Inn.  That 
disadvantage  might,  however,  be  more 
than  compensated  by  other  circnmstanoea. 
The  Carey  Street  rite  could  only  be 
proached  through  crowded  streets  and 
linea  <^  traffic,  whereas  the  rite  on  the 
banks  of  the  Thiusies  would  for  many  rea- 
sons be  very  omvenieat;  it  would  hare 
the  great  uvantage  ttf  making  the  new 
oourts  aecearible  by  means  of  water  oom- 
munioation,  whieh  afforded  great  fooili- 
ties  in  a  city  whose  thoroughfores  were 
thronged,  and  more  emeoially  during  the 
burinesa  hours  of  the  day.  So  far  as  the 
puUic  oonvenience  was  concerned,  there- 
fore, he  by  no  means  thought  it  clear  that 
the  advantages  of  the  Carey  Street  rite 
were  so  much  greater  as  some  seemed  to 
suppose,  while  the  architectural  advan- 
tages were  indisputably  all  on  the  other 
side.  A  petition,  emanating  from  the 
Mdzt^litan  and  Provincial  Iaw  Assooa- 
tion,  had  been  presented  to  their  Lordships 
by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  en  the  Wool- 
sack a  fow  ni|^ts  ago  in  fovour  of  the 
Carey  Street  rite,  ud  the  petitimms 
ad(^ted  what  he  eonld  not  h^  xegardiBg 
as  a  somewhat  nnusnal  tone,  for  iriSe  they 
expressed  their  approval  of  the  application 
of  the  foe  ftrad  to  the  bnilding,  and  of  the 
Carey  Street  rite,  they  declared  that  they 
shoold  protest  against  the  money  drawn 
from  the  SuiUvs'  Fund  bring  laid  oat  in 
any  other  locality.  Suoh  an  expreasion 
was  scarcely  becoming  in  the  fonn  of  n 
petition ;  it  was  more  in  tiie  nature  of  a 
threat  Neither  their  Lordships  nor  the 
other  House  of  ^rlianwnt  wonld,  how- 
ever, he  foit  mn^^\^ikjmm^m» 


191S  Oourk  {Hues  30, 1866) 


•fMka.  1914 


deterred  from  giviDg  to  the  qneetion  all 
tiie  oonnderatiw  wluoh  it  deeded.  He 
miut  oxproei  e  hope  that  sneh  pUuu  and 
statonenti  would  be  laid  befine  them  by 
the  Gorernment  as  would  enable  them  to 
aniTe  at  a  Bonnd  oonduBion.  He  wai  the 
more  anzioas  to  direct  timely  attention  to 
this  sntijeot  oa  account  of  the  nnsatisfactor  j 
testtlt  m  serenl  pnUio  boilings  throngh- 
ootLondon.  The  compaiiaon  between  fibis 
and  the  cMtinental  ei^tals  was  by  no 
means  always  &TOanbIe  to  vs.  while 
we  had  some  peconiai^  resonroes  which 
Hnnioh  and  Berlin  might  enry,  we  had 
some  public  bnildings  of  whidt  Uanich 
and  Berlin  would  be  ashamed.  In  saying 
thus  much  he  was  by  no  means  unmindful 
of  the  great  architectural  beauty  of  the 
edifice  in  which  their  Lordships  were  as- 
sembled ;  but  there  were  others  to  which 
public  opinion  did  not  accord  the  same 
degno  of  yrnte.  Among  the  latter  were, 
fbr  instance,  the  building  in  Trafalgar 
Square,  deroted  to  two  national  coUeo* 
tions  <^  pictures  —  the  ancient  and  the 
modem  —  a  building  with  a  slender  cu- 
pola at  the  top  and  two  p^per-boxes 
at  the  udes.  The  coortrncbon  of  our 
pnUio  buildup  even  in  those  cases  in 
which  puUio  oompetitum  had  been  in- 
Tited,  had  not  always  hem  aatiafiaotory, 
and  every  means  ahimld,  he  thought,  be 
taken  to  make  the  new  oourts  worthy  of 
the  country.  The  deficiency  which  he  had 
j  net  mentioned  as  prevailing  in  London  was 
the  more  remarkable,  inasmnoh  as  it  did 
not  seem  inTatiably  to  eust  in  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom.  He  happened  to  have 
ezraiined  a  ft  w  mcmths  ago  very  minutely 
Gie  Courts  of  Justice  which  had  recently 
been  erected  in  Manchester,  and  a  more 
admiraUe  building  in  every  respect— 
whethw  ito  external  appearance  or  the 
oonveDienee  of  its  intwnal  arraagemento 
were  ti^en  into  account — he  had  never 
seen.  If,  aa  he  had  heard,  an  architect 
had  been  already  seleoted  for  the  oon- 
stmcticii.  of  the  new  Londfm  CnutSi  he 
could  form  no  bettw  wish  for  that  gen- 
tleman than  that  be  nighi  be  able,  e^ual 
—for  to  exceed  would  be  scarcely  possible 
—those  new  Courts  at  Ibmchester.  A^iart 
from  architectural  beauty  <a  oonversioii, 
there  was  anotiier  question  involved  in  the 
Carey  Street  site.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind,  in  the  case  of  the  site  which  had 
been  ohosen  by  the  Qovemment  fbr  the 
courts  in  London,  that  the  displacement  of 
a  number  of  small  tenemento  must  be  the 
nsolt  of  ito  aeleetion.  That  point,  how- 
mr,  was  a^arato  and  disthMt;  he  voidd 


(not  engage  in  it  at  present ;  and  he  hoj^ 
Uiat  in  raising  this  arohitectutal  question 
their  Lordships  would  not  think  that  ha 
had  trespassed  unduly  upon  their  time. 
The  noble  Esrl  concluded  with  his  IfoUon. 

Mbvedf  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House, 

"  Copies  of  tba  Pisa  or  Plus  vbkh  bsvs  been 
■nggeited  Ar  tbt  8^  and  Balldiags  of  tlw  pto- 
pOMd  Oonrts  of  Jwtiee :  And  also, 

"  Betorn  of  tke  Nnmbsr  of  Honsas  sad  of  the 
Nmdm  of  ths  Stneta,  I«nas,  and  Plsoss,  and 
Courts  comprised  in  tM  Site  to  be  parehased  for 
the  pnrpoees  of  the  same." 

Thk  lord  CHAKCELLOB:  Uy 
Lords,  I  will  first  advert  to  the  imprenion 
which  seems  to  be  entertained  by  the  noble 
Earl,  that  some  architect  has  already  been 
appomted  to  devise  plans  for  the  building 
of  the  Courto  of  Justice.  It  is  entirely 
new  to  me  to  hear  such  a  stotement ;  and 
I  believe  I  am  quite  warranted  in  stating 
that  not  only  haa  no  person  been  thought 
of  for  such  an  office,  but  in  truth  there  is  . 
in  the  Bill  a  i«ovirion  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Commisaon  to  superintend  all  the 
architectural  plans  and  details ;  the  con- 
stittttion  of  whieh  Commission  will,  I  think 
deaem  the  vot  aefious  attention  of  the 
Government.  I  cannot  Imt  think,  with 
great  deference  to  tiie  notde  Eail,  that  he 
has  adopted  a  very  inoonvenient  course  in 
raidng  the  discussiai  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. I  have  pofltpoDod  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  relating  to  the  financial 
put  of  this  pUn,  which  has  been  for  some 
time  upon  your  Loxdships'  toble,  because 
the  other  Bill,  which  relates  to  the  site, 
has  not  left  the  Houm  of  Commons,  and  I 
tiiought  it  desirable  that  your  Lordships 
should  have  the  entire  scheme  before  you ; 
and  the  othra  nig^t,  in  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion put  to  me  by  notde  Eari  b^ow 
me,  I  pnmuaed  flin  all  the  evidence  which 
has  been  or  may  be  taken  by  the  Com- 
mittee ot  the  other  House  uptm  the  ques- 
tion of  site  shall,  with  the  B^ort  of  that 
Oommittee,  be  laid  upon  your  Lordahipi^ 
table.  tberefon,  I  now  advert  to  the 
subject,  it  will  be  <udy  in  a  desultory  and 
insufficient  mannw,  and  pardT  out  of  le- 
speot  to  the  noble  Earl  who  has  brought 
fbrward-  the  sul^ect  The  noble  Earl  ap- 
pears to  think  that  the  site  afforded  by 
the  Thames  Embankment  would  be  very 
superior  to  that  whidi  has  been  fixed  iqwn 
by  common  oonsmt  snd  contem[datea  as 
the  -pTopec  sito  fbr  the  Courts  for  the  last 
thirty-five  years: — but  if  the  noUe  Earl 
will  do  me  the  fitvoor  between  thia  even- 
ing  ondthe  day  flx^gfefO^j!©^ 
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conion  to  Tint  tiie  locality,  I  am  qmte 
that  he  will  change  the  opinion  vhioh 
he  nov  seems  to  entertain.  If  I  am  not 
mionformed,  the  case  with  reepeot  to  the 
Embankment  wiU  be  found  to  be  this : — 
The  portion  of  the  Embankment  which 
some  persons  have  thought  might  be  appro- 
priated as  a  ute  for  the  Courts  of  Justice, 
lies  between  &e  eaaten  extremity  of 
Somerset  House  and  the  Temple.  If  the 
noble  Earl  will  examine  that  situation,  he 
will  find  that,  sappoaing  tiuae  new  bt^d* 
inga  to  be  niaed  m  a  lue  witii  the  &Qade 
of  Somoart  Houae — and  if  they  an  not 
you  will  create  a  great  arohiteotoral  de- 
formity— titoy  will  only  extend  A»  a  very 
few  feet  upon  the  Emlmnkment  itself,  and 
then  all  the  rest  of  the  7}  acres  which 
will  be  absolutely  required  for  the  site  of 
the  new  Courts  can  be  obtained  only  by 
purchasing  at  a  very  great  expense  a  num- 
ber of  honaes  ooenpying  the  southern  parts 
of  sereral  streets  bmonging  to  the  Duke  of 
N^orfolk,  the  aoquintion  of  which  would 
cost  a  considerably  larger  sum  than  that 
which  will  be  required  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Carey  Street  site.  I  must  say  that  if 
there  was  any  propomtion  to  build  the 
Courts  upon  uie  site  an^eated  by  the 
noble  Earl,  it  would  be  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  find  a  reason  for  appropriating  to 
tbsoT  ereetitm  thaimilli(m  of  mooegr  whidi 
it  18  now  pn^Maed  to  take  from  the  Sniton 
Fund ;  but  into  that  diaooarion  I  will  not 
enter  now.  If  the  noUe  Earl  will  exa- 
mine the  pi^oBed  site,  he  will  find  that 
both  anhiteetorally  and,  and  witii  refe- 
rence to  the  oonvenienoe  of  airangOTienta, 
the  slope  of  the  Carey  Street  ate  offers 
Tery  great  facility  indeed  fw  &e  erection 
of  tiie  Courts  and  for  the  provision  of  in- 
temal  aocommodation.  I  do  not  think 
that  it  would  be  possible  to  find  another 
block  of  land  the  occupation  of  which  by 
the  proposed  building  would  insure  to  the 
metropolis  such  grsat  advantages  as  are 
presented  this  site.  But  your  Lard- 
ships  must  alao  remembw  that  the  site  has 
been  selected,  and  the  work  is  proposed  to 
be  done  for  tbs  genml  benefit  of  the  coun- 
try by  the  greato'  aocommodation  which 
will  be  affinded  to  snUors  in  the  Courts, 
and  the  economy  whioh  will  thoeby  beef* 
feoted.  ThatoaooifybeacoomnlUiedbiy 
diooriiv  a  site  whioh  ia  in  the  immediate 
ndghbouihood  of  the  ofBoea  of  sfdimtors, 
the  chambers  of  barristers,  and  all  tiiose 
additions  to  Courts  of  Jnettoe  which  haTe 
grown  up  and  are  now  established  in  that 
neighbourhood,  and  which  you  could  not 
hare  upon  the  Thames  Embankmoit ;  and, 

3!%s  Lord  Ckmcethr 


therefne,  by  adopting  that  ate  yon  would, 
merely  for  the  sake  of  an  araiiteotnral 
foncy,  deprive  the  country  and  the  pn^ 
fession  of  all  the  advantagee  which  are 
offered  by  the  site  which,  as  I  originally 
obaerred,  has  by  common  OMurat  been 
appropriated  to  tiie  purpoee  tat  a  oonai^ 
derable  period  of  time.  It  has  leooiTed 
the  approval  of  a  Cmnmismon  which  waa 
issued  when  the  noble  Earl  opposite  (the 
Earl  of  Derby)  was  at  the  head  of  the 
Qovonmenty  and  alao  that  of  a  Ailia- 
mentary  Committee,  and  I  think  I  maj 
say  that  no  man  who  examines  it  wiU 
eome  to  a  diflbnnt  oonelnmm.  In  re^ 
to  the  partioolar  anlgeeta  of  the  l&itiat 
made  by  the  noUe  Eul,  I  must  first  state 
that  there  are  no  plans  tor  the  building  <^ 
the  proposed  Coorts :  Any  plans  whitdi 
may  be  proposed  most  be  uie  subject  of 
consideration  by  the  Commisnon  which  is 
to  be  appointed.  Aa  to  the  site,  the  aoUe 
Earl  will  find  a  very  good  plan  depoaited 
in  the  Private  Bill  Office.  We  have  no 
better  plan,  or  I  would  with  pleasure  pro- 
:  duce  it.  With  reference  to  the  nnmbor  of 
houses  and  the  namea  of  the  streets,  lanea, 
places,  and  courts  to  be  pulled  down,  the 
noble  Earl  will  find  m  the  evidence  witieh 
has  already  been  taken  the  most  foil  and 
satis&ctory  details.  I  believe  they  are 
given  there  with  a  falneaa  and  pretdnon 
than  ooold  be  obtaiDed  in  any 
If  the  noUe  Eari  will  refer  to 
tiiat  endeno^  I  wQl  with  great  pLeasnra 
ptoduee  any  Betntn  whidi  be  may  aftn^ 
warda  think  meceasaiy ;  bat  I  think  that 
upon  examination  he  will  find  tiiat  all  the 
information  whioh  he  requires  is  thcce 
snpplied. 

Thb  Eabl  of  HARROWBT  said,  that 
althou|^  the  site  selected  might  have  been 
the  beet  that  could  be  found  thirty-five 
years  ago,  the  construetion  of  tiie  Tharaea 
Embankment  had  rendered  proper  a  re- 
consideration of  the  questirai.  "^ewed 
with  r^ierenoe  to  the  architectural  oma- 
mentation  ot  the  metropcdis,  then  ooold 
be  no  compaiiaon  between  the  two  sitea. 
That  selected  by  the  Gevenunent  wm 
attuated  in  me  of  the  moat  orowded  parte 
of  the  metn^dis  and  waa  entinty  wanting 
in  good  meana  aooeis.  lbs  beat  aooeaa 
waa  by  the  Strand,  bnt  that  waa  often 
Uodud  up;  and  on  the  other  ride  then 
waa  no  direct  ^iproooh  to  Idnooln's  Inn 
Fields  except  Queen  Street,  which  was  at 
one  part  very  narrow.  Ail  the  other 
preaches  were  mere  crooked  passagea.  It 
would  be  necessary,  therefor^  to  add  to 
th.  «»t  of  ,»cti^,,tt^(|h^|^ 
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expense  irliioh  moBi  be  ineniied  in  making 
suitable  f^pioaohes  to  them.  The  late 
Bir  Robert  Peel  was  nported — he  was  dis- 
posed to  think  erroneoiudy — to  hare  de> 
scribed  Trafalgar  Square  as  the  finest  site 
in  Europe;  bat  ceitainly  nowhere  except 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Amo  was  there  to  be 
found  in  any  metnroolis  a  site  equal  to 
that  which  would  be  supplied  by  the 
Thames  Embankment.  Nowhere  was  thm 
to  be  found  snoh  a  grand  quay  space  in 
connection  with  such  noble  objects  as  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  and  the  dome  of 
St.  Paul's.  If  the  plan  loopoeed  by  the 
Bill  were  carried  ou^  wiu  ue  exoeption 
of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  Somerset 
Hona^  and  the  Tem^  there  wouU  not 
be  one  building  of  importanoe  to  adorn  the 
KnbBnkmenl^  which  would  be  disfignred 
by  the  backs  of  the  broken-down  old  houses 
and  wharves  abutting  upon  it.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  Thames  Embankment 
site  were  chosen,  the  building  for  the 
Courts  of  Justice  would  form  a  noble  orna- 
ment to  that  great  work.  One  of  the 
alleged  advantages  of  the  Qovemment 
plan  was  that  there  would  be  eaay  oom- 
munioatdon  from  the  Temple  by  means  of 
a  tunnel  under  Fleet  Street;  but  what 
would  enable  the  Temple  to  communicate 
easily  yrith  the  Courts  on  the  Carey  Street 
site  would  afford  the  same  fiunlities  to  the 
lawrers  of  Idncoln's  Inn  to  communicate 
with  the  Courts  on  the  Thames  Embank- 
ment. It  might  be  u^ed  that  the  lattei 
mte  was  too  far  from  Gray's  Inn,  but  very 
little  inoonvenienoe  would  be  felt  were  a 
passage  made  under  Fleet  Street.  There 
were  other  leasons  for  not  facing  the 
Courts  on  the  mte  proposed.  Was  it  rea^ 
sonable  for  instance,  when  they  were 
obliged  to  make  a  new  thorougUare  for 
tiie  accommodation  of  the  extensiTe  tra£Bc 
that  passed  east  and  west  through  the 
metropolis  that  serenty-two  Courti  of 
Justice  should  be  planted  in  the  most 
crowded  part  of  the  metropolis,  while 
there  was  such  an  open  space  ready  to 
their  hands  as  the  Thames  Embankment 
would  afford ;  in  choomng  the  site  for  the 
proposed  building  its  freedom  of  access 
must  he  taken  into  consideration,  and  he 
did  not  think  that  the  Carey  Street  site, 
bounded  as  it  was  by  Fleet  Street  and 
Lincoln's  Inn,  would  be  easy  of  approach. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  proposM  build- 
ing were  erected  on  the  Thames  Embank- 
ment it  wonld  be  aoeessible  <m  aU  rides, 
and  wonld  be  saft  in  case  of  fire  or  of 
pnblio  disturbanoe.  Her  H^esty's  Oo- 
Temment  could  not  come  before  them  and 


say  that  th^  had  careftilly  oonadered  the 
advantages  of  the  respective  sites,  as  they 
had  simply  adc^ted  that  which  had  been 
selected  thirty-ftve  years  ago,  and  there  had 
been  no  fresh  consideratiou  of  the  question 
since  the  Thames  Embankment  had  pre- 
sented itself.  All  these  eonriderations, 
though  not  oonolurive  in  favour  of  the  site 
recommended  by  the  noble  Earl,  were 
arguments  in  its  favour,  and  he  tiiought 
it  very  desirable  that  some  further  con- 
sideration shoold  be  given  to  the  matter, 
either  by  a  Committee  of  that  or  the  other 
House  of  Parliament,  and  in  some  other 
way. 

Xhb  Eul  or  L0N6F0BB  said,  that 
with  rribrenoe  to  the  question  of  oonveni* 
enoe,  among  the  derigns  for  the  Thames 
Embankment  submitted  to  eompetUuMi 
was  one  by  Ur.  Newton,  which  possessed 
the  advantage  of  ranging  the  whole  of  the 
new  public  Offices  along  its  line,  on  which 
some  of  the  finest  of  our  public  buildings, 
including  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  Som- 
erset Honse,  the  Temple,  and  the  Custom 
House,  were  already  situated.  All  these 
buildings  would  thus  be  connected  by  rail- 
way and  by  road,  and  the  greatest  con- 
venience of  access  wonld  have  been  afford- 
ed. The  whole  of  the  present  publio 
Offioes  were  so  badly  designed  and  so  ill 
adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  tiiey 
were  intended,  tiiat  he  felt  confident  they 
would  ultimately  have  to  be  removed  and 
rebuilt  according  to  the  design  of  Hi. 
Newton,  alttioiuh  that  gmtlsmau's  dengn 
was  not  <me  that  omud  be  ouiied  mto 
aflfoct  in  all  its  parts. 

Loxn  BEDBBDALB  said,  he  oonU  not 
snffiar  the  sulgeot  before  the  Honse  to  pass 
without  expreseing  his  regret  that  ttie 
Law  Courts  were  to  be  removed  from 
Westminster.  It  was  the  opinion  of  law- 
yers of  former  days  that  it  was  of  the 
greatest  possible  importanoe  to  the  legal 
profession  that  the  Courts  of  Justice  sho^d 
not  be  in  cl(we  proximity  to  their  cham- 
bers, inasmuch  as  coming  down  to  West- 
minster Hall  to  attend  the  Courts  con- 
duced to  the  more  careful  study  of  the 
law ;  and  the  late  Lord  Lyndhurst  often 
expressed  his  regret  at  the  idea  of  trana- 
fening  the  Courts  from  Westminster  to 
another  site.  It  was  said,  that  th^  vnu 
inoonveniemse  in  the  separation  of  the 
Conits  finm  the  ohambm  of  council.  But, 
if  BO,  it  was  stnmge  that  this  inconve- 
nience should  have  lemained  for  eentoriee 
nn^Boovered,  and  that  counsel  had  not 
been  induced  fte  the  last  twoxmbmea  to 
oonoentrate  thdr  plnntobrdiUMM^m 


moved  for  it.  It  im  ft  Tery  good  plftsi 
and  be  had  bo  doobt  it  vmud  awwcr 
erery  wupose. 
Motion  <b]r  lem  of  flu  Hodm)  wHk' 

inum). 

Flan  and  Book  of  Beference  deposited 

in  the  Parliament  OfBoe  on  the  SOth  No- 

Tember  1864.   To  be  prmM.   (No.  41.) 

HooM  ■^jotmed  at «  qinrt«r  pMi 
Six  o'elook,  till  To-mnTov. 
half  put  Ten  o'okwk. 
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Weabnuuter.  He  beliered  ihtif  in  like 
manner,  the  public  vere  gainers  the 
Hembera  of  the  Legiilatue  not  residing 
in  the  Mighboorfaood  of  the  House,  so  that 
ihsf  were  able  to  mn  in  and  oat  as  oooa- 
noa  reqnired  or  fanc^  dictated.  He 
doubted  &e  policy  of  giving  an  BTobiteet 
seven  'aeres  of  ground  upon  Thieh  to 
build,  as  he  would  be  sure  to  waste  the 
ground  and  make  the  building  inoonv^ 
nient.   Their  Lord^pe  had  often  reason 
to  oompUin  of  the  umaoeasary  wpece 
wUoh  had  been  bestowed  iq»on  tiiat 
Home  and  its  Tiriona  offioes.  He  also 
doubted  tiw  e^edieoOTof  ooncentrating 
seventy4wo  Courts  of  Law  under  one 
root    The  <^araoter  of  the  bonness  of 
tiiose  various  Courts  vms  totally  different, 
and  the  oomisel  who  attended  them  were 
not  oigaged  in  the  same  branohes  of  the 
law.    No  donbt  the  superior  Courts  might 
be  advantageously  ooncenteited,  and  the 
inferior  Courts  mi^t  also  be  Inought  to- 
gether, but  there  was  no  necessity  for 
placing  both  the  superior  and  the  inferior 
Courts  under  one  roof.    Another  point 
1^  great  importance  was,  that  by  the 
proposed  change  thor  Lwdships'  House 
of  Appeal  would  be  the  onl^  Court  sit- 
ting at  Westminster,  and  it  would  at 
some  future  time  be  allied  as  a  reason 
for  altoing  their  jurisdiction  that  it  was 
ineonTenient  to  attrad  a  place  so  far 
tOMoved  from  the  other  Courts  ct  Law. 
He  trusted  th«r  LoriUiipa  would  never 
eontemplate  the  possilnlity  of  giving  up 
their  jurisdictiim  as  a  Court  ol  A^teal. 
Therefore,  this  was  a  matter  which  oi^ht 
to  be  o<msidered  in  sanctioning  the  con- 
templated removal  of  the  Law  Courts. 
He  Mieved  that  there  was  ample  spaoe  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Westminsto-  Hall 
for  Ihe  ooneentratiim  of  all  the  superior 
Courts.     If  the  space  at  jweeent  oeou 
]ned  were  found  to  be  insumdent,  there 
was  more  space  in  Palace  Yard,  and 
more  still  on  the  north  side  of  Bridge 
Street,  some  of  the  houses  in  whieh  it 
had  already  hem  detenniaed  were  to  come 
down  for  tiie  purposes  of  tiie  Thames 
Kmhsnkment  and  the  bridge  a{^roaohes. 

£abl  stanhope  said,  he  would  not 
preas  for  the  Returns;  but  he  asked  whe- 
ther thoe  were  ai^  (Ageetions  to  the  plan 
which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had 
mentioned  aa  being  deposited  in  tibe  Pri- 
vate Kll  OflBce  being  cirenlated  among  the 
Members  of  the  House. 

Ths  LOBD  CHANCELLOR  said,  there 
eould  not  be  the  slightest  objection  to  the 
pcodnotssa  of  the  plan  if  tu  noble  Earl 
ZordStdttMe 


HOUSE  OF  GOKUONS, 

Jfonday,  MtrtA  20, 1866. 

HINUTES.]— Sapn,T^-«0Mi(iiM(<  inCommdUm 

— AjofT  Ennuna. 
Pdbuo  Biui— Bew^MtumM  ArniwiHCfl  Tiahnrt 
Bishoprio. 

Onfemt— DratDue  and  ImprormiMDt  of  Lands 
(Inland)  ProrMoasI  OrAon  Oeaanastton*  ; 
Metrapditan  Bowtlan  Poor.* 
Firit  BiaeUna  —  Dralnsfe  and  ImproTCineat  «f 
Lands  (Ireland)  Provinonal  Ord«r  Cooflrma- 
tioB  *  [83] :  Metropolitan  HoomIbm  Poor 
[83]. 

SeeoHd  BtaiiMtg—Uariub  Motinjr*;  Matinr*  i 
FabUa  Ofioss  (SHs  and  AppnnohH)*  [50]; 
India  OOoe  (Site  and  AppvoMbM)  •  [M]. 
Referred  to  acme  SeUet  Cemmittet   FnMic  OflloaB 
(Stt«andAppnMchea)*[sr];  India  Oaa>(Sito 
and  ApproaebiM)*  [ff6}. 
Beport—UnA  Debentnm  *  [79] ;  ImbA  DsbMi- 
torea  (Irslaod)  *  [89] ;  Pilotaga  Ordar  CoaSr- 
mation  *  [81]. 
TltW  AnkW— Conwlidated  Fand(X17S.M0) 
and  pauetC 

NIGHT  REFUGES  (METROPOUS). 

Hr.  HANBURT  said,  he  wouM  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Poor  Law  Boerd, 
Whether  he  has  receiTed  a  Retam  coocern- 
iog  some  of  the  Night  Refuges  in  London, 
similar  to  that  ordered  (on  the  10th  of 
Pebmaiy  last)  to  be  made  from  each  Work- 
house m  the  Metropolis,  and*  whether  he 
would  be  willtDg  to  lay  that  Return  npon 
the  table  of  the  House  ? 

Mb.  C.  p.  VILLIERS  said,  in  raply, 
that  there  had  hem  a  docament  somewhat 
similar  to  the  one  referred  to  in  the  hon. 
Memb«r*B  Qnestioa  sent  to  the  Poor  Law 
Board,  and  if  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  it  eonld  be  laid  on  the  table.  It 
was  not  predsfllT  rimilar  to  the  OffieinI 
Paper  whteh  he  had  recently  {wesented  to 
the  House,  and  he  eimld  not  himself  an- 
swer for  its  contents. 

ARMY— THE  RIFLE  BRIGADE  AND 
WHITWORTH  RIFLES^UEflTION. 

Sn  PRBDERIO  SMITH  said,  be  rose 
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War,  If  he  will  laj  on  the  Uble  of  the 
Hoaee  the  Reports  of  the  Officers  of  the 
Rifle  Brigade  in  reference  to  the  Whit- 
worth  Rifles  with  which  the  men  of  the 
Brigade  are  armed  ? 

Thi  H  ABOtnsa  OF  HARTINOTON  said, 
in  reply,  that  he  had  no  objection  to  laj 
on  the  table  the  Report,  or  rather  the  lub- 
itanoe  of  the  Reports,  made  bj  the  ofllcen 
commanding  the  Rifle  BatuUons  so  soon 
as  they  were  all  received.  At  present, 
howerer,  Reports  had  only  eome  in  from 
fmr  or  fire  ont  ot  the  eight  battalions 
armed  widi  Whitworth  rifles,  and  if  these 
were  prodaced  before  the  others  were 
ready,  an  imperfect  view  might  possibly 
be  given  of  tbe  efficiency  of  the  weapon. 

Sib  FREDERIC  smith  said,  he 
should  be  glad  to  know  when  the  remain- 
der of  those  Reports  would  he  received. 

Tbm  Uabqdbss  of  HARTINQTOK  said, 
he  eonld  not  tell. 

WEST  nSDU  AND  PACIFIC  STBAUSHIP 
GOHPANT'S  MAIL  CONTRACTS. 

Ha.  CAVE  said,  he  wished  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  When  the  two 
new  Contracts  with  the  West  India  and 
Pacific  Steamship  Company  for  eanying 
Uiuls  to  Jamaica,  fto.,  will  be  laid  on  tlw 
table? 

Ur.  peel  said,  in  reply,  that  only  one 
contract  had  been  entered  into  with  this 
Company,  of  which  a  copy  was  Isid  on  the 
table  that  evening.  The  contract  was 
for  the  two  services,  and  being  terminable 
at  six  months*  notice,  had  no  clause  sas> 
pending  it  until  it  had  been  one  month 
befbre  the  Hooie. 

THE  PATENT  OFFICE— UR.  EDMUNDS. 
QVBSnOK. 

Ub.  HODOKINSON  said,  be  wUhed  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  tbe  Treasury,  Whe- 
ther he  will  Uy  upon  the  table  of  tha 
House  ft  Copy  of  the  OfBdal  Report  made 
to  tbe  Commisnonere  of  Fatenta  in  Jsnn- 
ary  last  by  Ur,  HiDdmareh,  Q.C.,  and  Hr. 
Greenwood,  Q.C.,  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  inatituto  inquiries  in  reference 
to  the  Patent  Oflice  Accounts,  and  which 
Report  was  subsequently  oommnnieated  to 
tbe  Treasury. 

Sir  GEORGE  GRET  said,  that  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  move  for  it,  the 
Report  would  be  prodaced,  together  with 
other  papers  relating  to  the  lame  anbgeet. 

VOL.  CLXXTII.  [third  aiROa.] 


They  were  at  present  before  a  Committee 
of  the  other  House ;  and  that  would  occa- 
sion a  little  delay,  but  the  delay,  he  appre- 
hended, would  be  a  very  short  one. 

ROADS  (SCOTLAND).— QUESTION. 

Ub.  LESLIE  said,  he  would  beg  to  ask 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Hadding- 
tonshire, Whether  he  intends  to  introduce, 
durug  the  present  Session  of  Parliament, 
a  general  Road  Bill  for  Scotland  ;  and,  if 
so,  when  t 

Lord  ELGHO,  in  reply,  aaid,  it  was  hit 
intention  before  tbe  reoees  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  general  Road  Bill  for 
Scotland.  A  Bill  had,  in  fact,  been  drawn 
up,  but  as  it  did  not,  upon  examination, 
appear  likely  to  pass,  it  was  thought  ad- 
visable (o  recast  the  measore.  This  ex- 
lained  the  delay  which  had  taken  place, 
ut  be  hoped  tbe  Bill  might  be  printed  and 
issued  in  time  to  iJlow  ito  consideration 
in  Scotland  before  Fariiament  re-aiiembled 
aftw  Eastor, 

BRITISH  PROPERTY  IN  THE  CONFE- 
DERATE STATES.— q.U£STION. 

Mr,  GREGORY  said,  he  wished  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  any  and  what  steps  ara 
being  taken  to  protect  the  property  of 
British  snbjects  purchased  and  paid  ror  in 
tbe  Southern  States  of  North  America 
before  the  commencement  of  the  War 
where  proof  has  been  afforded  of  the  bond 
Jid«  nature  of  the  transactions  ? 

Mr.  LATARD:  Sir,  I  presume  that 
the  Question  of  tbe  hon.  Member  applies 
more  particularly  to  cotton.  This  cotton 
conies  under  two  catogories — that  which 
has  been  destroyed  by  tbe  authorities  of 
the  so-called  Confederato  States,  and  that 
which  has  been  taken  possession  of  by  the 
Federal  authorities.  As  regards  tbe  for* 
mer,  the  Qovemment  have  been  advised 
that  foreignm  owning  property  in  a  coun- 
try which  is  Sttlject  to  such  a  war  as  that 
now  existing  in  the  Sontfaem  States  of 
America  are  liable  to  all  the  aecidenta 
which  may  befall  the  property  of  persons 
belonging  to  that  country,  and  if  that  pro- 
perty has  been  destroyed  for  the  bond  Jide 
purpose  of  preventing  it  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  British  subjects  who 
may  he  among  the  owners  have  no  right  to 
complain  of  such  destroction.  At  the  same 
time  they  have  been  requested  to  preserve 
ftuthm^  e^enee  reB^ftf#^^@^ct|^ 
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dMtroyod.  A«  r^arda  Uie  coUoo  8«icd 
at  SaTaonah^  fall  particalan  havo  not  yet 
been  reoeifed  by  the  GoTeniineDt.  It 
peara,  bowerer,  tbat  a  large  quantity  of 
the  oottOQ  has  been  removed  to  the  Korth, 
and  it  IB  stated  that  it  has  been  so  remoTod 
nnder  the  appreheDsion  that  it  might  fill 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Upon  these 
grounda  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Go- 
Teroment  of  tiie  United  States  hare  a  foil 
iwbt  so  to  remove  the  eotton ;  hot  Her 
Ifajasty's  Charge  d'A&ires  at  Wasbtng- 
ton  has  been  instmeted  to  expnsa  a  «oq- 
fident  htfpn  ibMi  no  obstacle  vill  be  inter- 
poaed  to  the  elaimi  of  British  snbjeets  in 
reepeet  of  that  eotton ;  that  is  to  sav,  that 
overyfaeiHiy  will  be  givw  to  Britiu  snb- 
jeets to  prove  their  elain  to  British  pro- 
pwty  thna  reisoved  by  the  Fedwal  antho- 
ritiei  to  the  North. 

NAVT— OREENWIOH  HOSPITAL. 
QUBBTUW. 

Sm  HORTOK  FBTO  said,  he  wished 
to  ask.  What  were  the  intentions  of  the 
Oovemment  in  regard  to  Greenwich  Hos- 
pital! 

Hk.  GHILBERS,  in  reply,  said,  he  had 
last  Session  stated  generally  the  intentions 
of  the  Government  on  this  subject,  and 
bad  ezptaioed  that  a  joint  Committee 
would  arrange  the  details  of  the  proposed 
measure,  which  would  be  brought  before 
Parliament  this  year.  The  Committee  iu 
question  was  appointed,  but  one  of  its 
Members,  Sir  Richard  Bromley,  had  been 
attached  tfy  a  dangerous  illness,  and  had 
been  for  many  weua  nnaUe  to  attend  to 
business.  The  Committee,  however,  bad 
made  its  Report,  which  had  been  oonsider- 
ed  by  the  Admiralty  and  the  Treasury, 
and  he  hoped  very  shortly  to  be  able  to 
state  to  the  House  the  details  of  the  plan, 
and  introdoeo  a  Bill  to  earry  than  ont. 

THE  IRISH  CONSTABULART  AND  THE 
GAME  UCENCES^QUESTION. 

Ma.  DAWSON  said,  in  the  Abseooe  of 
his  hoD.  Friend  (Sir  Hervey  Broce),  he 
would  b^  to  ask  the  Chief  SeoreUry  for 
Ireland,  Whether  he  does  not  consider  it 
would  be  advisable  to  give  to  the  Constab* 
nlary,  instead  of  the  Szcise,  directions  to 
proseeote  sncfa  persons  as  shoot  or  sell 
game  without  a  eertificate  or  licence,  as 
^ey  have  better  means  of  obtaining  in. 
formation  than  the  Excise,  and  already 
perform  the  duties  of  Borenue  Police  as 
regards  spiriu  and  fishery  lieeosss? 
Jfr.Zayonf 


Sm  ROBERT  FEEL  said,  in  reply, 
tbat  by  the  6  WiU.  IT.  the  Irish  Constab- 
ulary were  prohibited  from  enforriag  Acts 
for  the  preserfation  of  game  and  fsh,  ex- 
cept in  cases  where  Aere  was  reaaoa  to 
apprehend  possible  resistanee  or  a  breaeh 
of  the  peace.  Tbat  prohibition  had  been 
withdrawn  as  regarded  fish,  but  with  re- 
spect to  game  the  pi^ico  were  le^ly 
incapable  of  interfering  in  the  manner 
suggested,  and  if  they  were  anthoriaed  to 
interfere  in  the  way  proposed  by  the  boo. 
Member,  there  would  be  danger  of  the 
Constabulary  beoomii^  gamekOTpsrs,  and 
that  was  a  ^to  of  thu^  ti»t  might  load 
to  nnj^easant  resnlts. 

snPPLT. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Ur.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 

GUMS  FOa  COAST  DSFKNOBS. 
<»SKSrA1I0M. 

Mb.  HENRY  BBRKBLET  ssid.  that 
he  rose  to  call  the  attentioa  oi  the  House 
to  the  possibility  of  a  war  with  Anieriea, 
and  to  the  absence  of  gnus  capable  of 
protecUug  our  coasts  from  the  aggresMOOS 
of  a  maritime  power.  It  i^tpemd  to  hiss 
that  this  eounti^  was  not  in  a  state  to  meek 
the  occurrence  of  a  war.  It  was  a  nest 
dangerous  thing  to  be  without  preparation. 
If  they  looked  hmek  to  the  last  Aase- 
rican  war  they  would  find  that  the  dia- 
astws  which  happened  were  entir^y  eaosed 
by  want  of  preparation.  We  had  not 
ships,  we  had  not  guns,  we  had  not 
crews  to  cope  with  those  of  the  Ame- 
ricans. The  consequence  was  that  we 
lost  frigate  after  frigate  in  the  early  part 
of  the  war,  and  the  desertions  of  our 
sailors  to  the  Americans  were  numerous. 
Just  whM  the  war  was  endrog  things  were 
brought  to  the  state  of  organiaatien  in 
which  tfaey  ought  to  have  been  at  the  ce» 
meocement.  Look  agMU  at  the  diflScnlticB 
with  which  W^lingtni  had  to  enitead  at 
the  time  of  the  Feouuidttr  war  for  wank 
of  preparation  at  home  i  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  gigantic  energy  of  the  mm 
the  difficulties  tnteqKwed  mif^t  have  proved 
almost  insuperable.  Wellii^^ton,  at  the 
end  of  the  war,  left  an  army  eomplete  in 
every  departosent,  soeb  as  Bnglajid  had 
probably  never  seen  before,  sad  which  was 
admirable  for  the  construction  of  its  eeas- 
missariat  end  o^iji^j^^^^l^ 


1935  Qmuftr  [tUxsa. 


BO.  186fi)  OoaH  S^mm,  19M 


what  was  done  when  that  wu  was  con- 
cluded ?  Wo  let  all  tire  arrangemenU  of 
Wellington  go  to  tiie  wall.  We  did  not 
carry  ost  any  of  the  armo^fementa  whtcb 
he  had  made.  The  oommiawriat  dtiap- 
peared,  the  waggon  train  no  longer  ex- 
isted. Nothing  was  talked  of  bnt  paring 
down  the  anny  in  order  that  the  Estimates 
might  cut  a  good  figure  in  that  House. 
Again,  when  the  Crimean  war  bnAe  out 
our  Chtternment  was  found  unprepared. 
If  anybody  ever  doserred  to  be  impMohed 
it  was  the  Qofemment  of  that  day  for 
their  want  of  mvparaUon.  The  dwasters 
which  befell  ue  gallant  British  army  on 
that  oeeaMon  were  without  the  least  exouae. 
That  fine  body  of  men  were  left  to  die  in 
the  Crimea  from  aetnal  starvation  and 
priratiooB,  and  the  horses  actually  ate 
their  own  tails.  Therefore,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  call  the  attentimi  of  the  House  to 
what  Um  eonditioQ  of  the  country  would 
be  if  we  were  to  drift  into  a  war  with  Ame- 
riea.  It  seemed  to  htm  possible,  and  eren 
probable,  Uiat  we  might  tide  into  a  war 
with  Ameriea.  He  must  aay  he  thought 
the  Ameriean  people  were  under  a  deep 
debt  of  gratitude  to  tiie  Government  and 
Hooses  j»f  Legislature  of  this  country  for 
the  perfect  neutrality  vhioh  they  had  pre- 
served. If  we  had  taken  the  part  of  the 
Confederates  we  should  not  only  have  been 
able  to  cmnmand  the  safrty  of  the  Canadas, 
but  we  should  hare  stopped  tiliat  spirit  of 
''filibusteriDg**  which  marked  the  Ame- 
ricans ;  we  should  have  put  a  stop  to  the 
atrooions  Monro  doctrine,  which  was  op- 
poeed  to  all  International  Law,  and  to  ctvili- 
sation  and  civil  liberty.  A  Federal  Ame- 
rican said  to  him  the  other  day,  '*  You 
could  have  thrashed  us  out  of  the  shape  of 
a  nation  if  you  bad  stood  by  tiie  Confede- 
rates." He  hoped  the  Americans  wonid 
fsel  the  deep  debt  of  gratitude  they  owed 
to  us  for  having  acted  thus.  He  confessed 
he  could  not  he^  thinking  that  we  had 
taken  that  eourte  which  might  eventually 
lead  OS  into  war.  We  were  allowing  the 
Vederab  to  enslaTo  the  Gonlsdeimtea 
vnder  pretenoe  of  fntnng  the  Maeka, 
and  we  might  disgust  both  parties,  and  in< 
doce  them  to  jmn  their  forces  in  order  to 
attack  the  Canadas.  If  war  should  occur, 
in  what  state  were  we  who  had  not  a  gun 
to  our  baek  ?  Our  guns  had  been  pro- 
periy  described  by  the  Americans  as  mere 
pea  shooters  compared  with  theirs.  What 
was  the  me  of  our  8-ineh  gnus  against  II- 
iaeh  «Bs  f  Sapposa  there  were  war,  and 
thftt  Uw  Xmnagt,  with  her  ll-ioeh  {drot 


gnns  were  off  our  shores,  what  would  be  the 
state  of  our  ports  ?  We  had  not  a  fsrt  armed 
with  a  gun  fit  to  beat  off  (his  sloop  of  war. 
We  had  nothing  of  the  sort  throughout 
England.  What  was  the  use  9S  an  8- 
ioch  gun  against  an  Il-inoh  gun,  or  Sir 
William  Armstroag's  toysf  The  Volunteer 
Artillery  were  men  able  to  take  their  part 
in  defending  their  native  shores ;  they  wwe 
well  instructed  in  gun  duty,  and  they 
wanted  nothing  bnt  gons  ;  but  where  were 
the  guns  t  Thej  were  armed  with  old  18- 
ponnders ;  and  what  was  the  nee  of  thesp 
or  the  24-pouaderB  agaioat  1 1-inehed  rifled 
gons  carrying  enormous  abelis  t  Ferhapi 
he  would  be  toM  that  it  was  not  wanted  that 
the  Artillery  Tolunteers  should  have  guna 
of  their  own,  that  they  only  received  play- 
things for  the  pnrpose  of  drill  at  present,  bnt 
that  when  a  war  and  invasion  occurred  they 
would  then  be  put  behind  those  notsble 
fortifications  in  which  the  noUe  Lord  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  so  much  re- 
joiced ;  bnt  in  modem  warfare  erery  mili- 
tary man  that  be  had  met  with  said  those 
fortifications  would  be  worth  notiiing.  All 
the  Volunteer  Artillery  were  to  he  pot  be- 
hind walls,  bnt  witA  regard  to  a  war  with 
America  thia  would  not  dp.  It  waa  not 
the  invasion  of  tiiia  eountf7,  bnt  the  danger 
to  British  property  and  onr  trade,  that 
waa  to  be  apprehended.  Onr  harbonn  and 
roadsteads,  where  merchant  ahips  might 
seek  refuge,  ought  to  be  proteeted  with  an 
adequate  gun,  bnt  we  had  yet  to  find  that 
gun.  Notwithstanding  all  the  faroe  of 
trials  between  Armstrong  and  Whitworth, 
we  had  not  an  effective  gun,  tbongh  the 
trials  had  lasted  five  years.  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  and  oflSeers  of  the  Ordnance 
went  down  to  Shoeburyness,  but  returned 
jnst  as  wise  as  they  went  about  the  experi* 
ments.  Had  other  Governments  taken  the 
same  course  f  They  had  not.  Ours  was 
the  only  Government  that  seemed  to  think 
we  ought  to  rest  satined  without  any  de- 
fenee  at  all  till  this  fhroe  had  been  played 
ooi.  The  answer  constantiy  was,  "  Yon 
nasi  wait  ht  Annstomg  or  Whitworth." 
What  exense  oould  be  offered  for  leaving 
onr  shores  and  harbours  unprotected  when, 
at  the  very  small  expense  of  rifling  onr 
32-pounder  gnnt,  we  might  command  the 
protection  of  ear  harbours.  There  had  been 
offers  to  rifie  guns  at  a  very  small  cost, 
and  he  wished  to  know  why  that  had  not 
been  done  ?  Because  Sir  William  Arm- 
strong would  net  have  it  so.  They  must 
look  to  Sir  William  ArrastroM  and  Mr. 
WhHwwtb  to  kMV  ^IJWI  fefePC^k: 
3  QS  ^ 
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If  we  did  i^ide  into  a  mr,  we  aboiM  hare 
Uie  cost  of  it  doubled,  beddoi  nffaring  all 
tiiat  dimlOT  and  diignoe  wlueh  must  fol- 
low Boeh  bed  management.  In  Bristol 
there  was  ui  admirable  corps  of  riflemen, 
commanded  bj  an  excellent  officer.  There 
was  likewise  an  admirable  corps  of  artillerj, 
commanded  also  an  admirable  artillery 
ofBeer,  his  hon.  Frirad  the  hoo.  Barooel 
opposite  (Sir  W.  Uiles)  could  testify  to 
that.  Nothing  eonid  be  more  effectiTe 
than  both  these  corps.  What  had  they  got 
to  practise  npoD  t  They  had  two  or  three 
(Ad  18-poander  ship  gnns,  which  woald  not 
knock  an  old  dock  off  her  nest.  They  had 
also  had  presented  to  them  foor  rifled  9- 
ponnders.  thdr  range  being  shout  doable 
that  of  the  18-ponndors ;  and  those  latter 
pop  guns  were  to  do  the  wvA.  of  defending 
the  entnuwe  to  the  port.  There  was  a 
battery  erected  at  the  entrance  of  the  port 
npon  midi  Isi^ e  snms  of  money  had  been 
expended*  bnt  it  was  not  adeqoately  armed 
or  supported  for  the  protection  of  the 
trade.  In  the  event  of  a  war  with  Ame- 
rica the  same  thing  wonld  probably  occur 
in  regard  to  Bristol  as  bsd  taken  place 
during  the  last  American  war  when  the 
enemy  came  into  the  Irish  Channel,  and 
were  engaged  uninterruptedly  for  two  or 
three  days  destroying  British  property  be- 
fore a  proper  ship  of  war  was  sent  round 
by  the  British  GoTemmoit  to  protect 
mereantile  intorests.  He  had  hewd  old 
merehuta  sajr  that  they  then  ezpeoted  to 
see  the  Amwieans  in  King  Roads,  making 
havoe  anung  onr  ships,  and  that  if  tiiey 
had  gone  there  they  might  hare  done  as 
they  pleased.  If  that  could  hare  been 
done  then  before  the  use  of  steam  it 
could  be  done  with  greater  ease  now, 
and  it  was  doubly  necessary  to  gaard 
agunst  it.  He  only  mentioned  theso  fiwts 
to  show  how  deeply  necessary  it  was 
for  ns  to  be  prepared  against  such  a  con- 
tingency. He  had  brought  the  question 
of  guns  and  the  armaments  of  our  coasts 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House,  and 
he  trusted  that  some  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentiemen  more  competent  to  speak  upon 
this  subject  wonld  rise  in  their  places  and 
say  that  he  had  at  least  made  out  a  ease 
for  the  eonuderatini  of  the  GoTenment. 

Ub.  PBACOCKE  said,  that  he  thought 
the  hon.  Qendeman  was  qnite  right  in 
ealling  the  attontira  of  the  House  to  the 
probability  of  a  war  with  America,  and  to 
the  defencdess  state  of  our  eoasu.  He 
(Ur.  Peacoeke)  could  not  think  that  the 
probability  of  a  war  with  Ameriea  had  been 


at  all  diminirfied  in  atnaeqaenoe  of  the 
marks  made  in  tin  oonne  (tf  the  debate 
upon  Canada.  He  mnst  say  be  heard 
those  remarks  with  infinite  regret.  He 
beliered  it  was  not  the  mode  of  avuding  a 
warwith  a  powerful  and  nnsenipnloos  neigh- 
bour to  tell  him  that  we  were  unable  to 
defend  our  colony,  which  was  likely  in  such 
an  event  to  be  ^e  first  attacked.  He  did 
not  know  whetiier  the  right  bon.  Geotie- 
man  the  Member  for  Calne  (Ur.  Lowe)  was 
a  good  anthority  nprnt  military  matters. 

Mb.  speaker  said,  it  was  against 
the  Rules  of  the  House  to  refer  to  any- 
thing said  in  a  previous  debate. 

Mb.  FEAGOCKB  observed,  that  be  had 
not  sud  that  those  remarks  had  oeeuired 
in  the  eonrse  of  a  debate  in  that  Honss. 
Well,  he  would  sim|^y  say  he  heard  tiiat 
it  bad  been  stated,  he  wowd  not  say  where 
or  by  whom,  that  Canada  eould  not  be 
defended  by' this  country.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  such  statemento  were  calculated 
to  depress  the  courage  and  ability  of  the 
Natives  to  defend  themselves,  and  he  also 
believed  that  to  tell  the  United  States  that 
we  were  unable  to  defend  our  colonies  was 
not  the  way  of  warding  off  aggression  from 
that  country.  At  all  events,  he  thought 
that  the^  might  conrida*  the  possibiUtiee  of 
a  war  with  America,  and  that  thw  could 
fairly  argue  as  to  the  probabilities  a  sneh  a 
war  only  by  looking  at  the  langoage  used 
by  the  Ministers  of  America,  as  well  as 
that  of  odiw  authorities  there.  He  wonld 
not  allnde  to  the  wordy  rhetoric  of  the 
multitude,  hot  to  the  language  used  b^ 

Eersons  in  high  antiiority  in  America.  We 
eard  the  other  day  that  General  Dix, 
while  commanding  the  Federal  troops  on 
the  borders  of  Canada,  absolutely  ordered 
a  force  to  violate  the  soil  of  Canada  and 
to  seise  the  refugees  who  bad  sooght  an 
asylum  in  that  country.  It  was  true  the 
United  States  Government  had  not  Qj^to 
endorsed  the  langoage  of  General  biz* 
but  it  was  equally  true  that  General  Dix 
was  still  retained  in  the  command  of  the 
army  upon  the  frontier.  Again,  on  another 
occasimi,  in  the  harbour  of  Bahia,  a  ^rate 
of  the  name  of  Collins,  for  he  (Mr.  Pea- 
coeke) could  call  him  by  no  otiier  name, 
thought  fit  to  steiU  into  the  harbour  at  the 
dead  of  the  night,  and  to  swe^  with  gn^ 
shot  an  nndennded  and,  he  might  sJunosi 
say,  unarmed  vessel ;  to  attach  a  hawser 
to  her  and  drag  her  out  of  the  harbour— 
an  act  as  contrary  to  all  principles  of  In- 
ternational Law  as  if  ho  had  dragged  her 
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MpUin  In  the  serrioe  of  the  United 
States  baring  lo  conducted  himself,  what 
was  the  language  of  the  American  consul 
at  Braiil  (Mr.  Webb)  when  his  attention 
was  called  to  the  outrage!  That  gentle- 
man said  that  though  he  regretted  that 
this  unjustifiable  action  had  been  com- 
mitted in  a  harbour  of  Brazil,  he  regretted 
still  more  that  it  had  not  been  committed 
io  one  of  the  barbonrs  of  Boolaod.  He 
(Ur.  Feaooeke)  d'td  not  know  Aether  the 
United  States  Govemment  had  aetuallj 
prompted  this  language  of  their  Uinitter, 
bat  they  had  certify  partly  endorsed  that 
language  by  publishing  this  despatch,  and 
Mr.  Webb  still  remained  the  American 
Minister  at  Rio.  Then,  again,  no  less  a 
personage  than  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Chase, 
in  the  classical  language  sometimes  used 
in  that  ooontrT«  observed  that  he  desired 
to  "  give  old  Mother  England  a  shake." 
He  (Mr.  Feaooeke)  did  not  know  whether 
that  language  had  been  disapproved  by  the 
American  GoTemment,  but  Mr.  Chase  had 
not  been  dismissed — on  the  contrary,  he 
had  been  promoted.  Mr.  Chase  held  at 
that  moment  the  highest  judicial  position 
in  the  United  States,  and  befm  him 
would  be  adjudged  any  queationa  of  Inter- 
national Law  tut  mi^t  arise  between  this 
eonntry  and  the  United  States.  Then, 
■gain,  it  must  be  recollected  that  no  less  a 
person  than  Mr.  Seward,  holding  a  position 
almost  of  greater  political  power  than  the 
President  himself— in  fact,  he  was  the 
mayor  of  the  palace — that  gentleman  had 
stated  that  he  only  WMted  for  a  farour- 
able  opportnoity  to  arise  to  enforce  the 
claims  of  the  Amerioan  Government  upon 
this  eonntry  for  the  ravages  inflicted  by  the 
JXdbama,  They  all  ^new  what  was 
meant  bj  "a  favourable  opportunity." 
Now  he  (Mr.  Feaooeke)  did  not  wish  to 
raise  any  qneition  as  to  the  origin 
or  eareer  of  the  AUbama,  bnt  at  all 
erenta  it  eonid  not  be  denied  that  the 
AkAama  left  our  sAiorea  an  miarmed 
veaael.  And  wbni  the  hon.  Member  for 
Birmingham  (Hr,  Bright),  who  was  mani- 
festly well  primed  with  a  speech  that 
evening,  thought  proper  to  attack  the  hon. 
Member  for  Birkenhead  (Mr.  Laird]  for 
his  connection  with  the  Alabama— if  the 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  Bright)  thought  that 
onr  shipowners,  merobaDta,  and  manafao- 
turers  were  responsible  for  the  oltimate 
destination  of  the  goods  they  placed  on 
board  tfanr  Teasels,  and  that  they  were 
boand  agi^Mt  ftU  eoDlingeiiein,  Uie  boi. 
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Gentleman  (Mr.  Bright)  ought  at  least  to 
have  directed  his  philippics  against  other 
Members  of  thnt  House  as  well  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Birkenhead.  There  were 
other  Gentlemen  miied  up  in  these  trans- 
actions who  were  Members  of  that  House 
as  well  as  magistrates  and  deputy  lieuten- 
ants of  oonnties,  and  perhaps  they  would 
explain  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  what  that 
meant.  There  were  Englishmeu  who  had 
made  eollosaal  fortnnea  by  the  sale  of 
erms  ai^  ammunition  to  the  United  Statei 
Government.  Why  shonld  not  the  hon. 
Member  for  Birmingham  draw  up  a  Bill  of 
indictment  against  his  own  constituents, 
who  he  knew  had  carried  on,  and  were 
still  carrying  on,  a  very  considerable  trade 
with  the  United  States? 

Mb.  SFEAKER  said,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  out  of  order  in  referring  to  a 
former  debate. 

Mb.  PEACOCKE  said,  the  rales  of  the 
HooBO  allowed  him  to  aak  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man  why  he  did  not  draw  np  a  bill  of  in- 
dictment against  bis  own  eonstituente  for 
carrying  on  this  trade  of  munitions  of  war 
with  the  United  States.  He  did  not  know 
that  it  was  a  fair  and  impwtial  obserranee 
of  the  principle  of  neutrality  to  refuse  a 
single  unarmed  vessel  to  one  belligerent, 
and  to  famish  tena  irf  thousands  of  men 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  stand  of  anna 
to  the  other  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
them  to  shoot  down  men  who  were  strug- 
gling for  independence  and  freedom.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Birkenhead  ought  rather 
to  be  held  up  as  the  greatest  pacificator 
who  bad  appeared  on  their  stage  during 
this  struggle ;  and  he  (Hr.  Feaooeke) 
would  tell  them  why.  He  presumed  that 
hon.  Members  were  aiooereiy  anxious  for 
the  pacification  of  America  and  for  a  ter- 
mination of  this  struggle.  Now,  it  was 
evident  that  the  Amerioan  eivil  war  oouM 
not  be  terminated  but  by  one  of  two  wayi 
— by  the  extermination  of  the  South  or  by 
Uie  exhaustion  of  the  North,  and  the  con- 
sequent recognition  of  the  independence  of 
the  Sooth.  Now,  it  was  perfectly  clear 
that  in  order  to  exhaust  the  Northeners, 
they  must  be  made  to  feel  the  losses  and 
privations  of  war.  Up  to  the  time  when 
the  Alabama  appeared  on  the  stage  the 
New  England  States,  who  were  the  ehief 
promoters  and  instigators  of  this  war,  had 
enjoyed  an  absolute  immunity  from  ita 
losses.  Bat  the  Alabatna — to  an  infini- 
tesimal extent,  no  doubt — did  inflict  some 
iiguiy  on  those  States.  Whenjhe  peopb 
of  the  N«w  Bnglan4)i|ttMMym)#^ 
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opoo  to  make  the  auDest  worificM  tat 
the  war,  their  leaders  Bpeaking  of  it  aa  s 
sacred  war  undertaken  for  the  Ubertj  of 
the  oegro,  thej  refused  to  ehonlder  a  moa- 
ket,  and  even  provided  sabititDtea  for 
thenuelrea  in  the  ranks  of  the  army  at 
800  dollara  eaeh  pud  them  in  greeobaeks. 
The  Alabama  inflieted  bat  trifling  leases 
upon  the  New  England  Statea  ;  hot  what 
were  those  compared  to  the  priTatioaa  and 
aafferinga  inflicted  upon  the  Sonthems? 
Their  atorea  had  Men  ransacked,  their 
eities  aat  on  Are,  their  homesteads  barot, 
and,  worse  than  that,  their  foroilies  were 
banded  over  to  a  lieentiona  aoldierT.  The 
other  day  General  Sherman  marebed  nn- 
oppoaed  through  the  State  of  Georgia  be- 
cause the  whole  of  the  people  of  that  State 
eapable  of  bearing  arms  had  been  enrolled 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Confederate  army. 
Now,  when  we  fonnd  a  nation  eomposed  of 
WTen  or  eight  millions  of  whitea  so  una- 
nimons  in  earrying  on  the  war  for  the  pnr- 
poae  of  achieving  their  independence,  he 
(ICr.  Peaeoeke)  said  it  was  impossible  to 
aobdee  them,  although  they  might  be  ez- 
temittated.    If  the  latter  bo  the  humane 

Sif  the  great  Feaoe  party,  it  was 
that  i(  might  arrive  at  that  result, 
stained,  however,  that  aueh  a  result 
would  be  moot  rapulaive  to  the  fediogs  of 
the  people  ctf  this  eoun^.  Ha  thought 
the  people  of  Bngland  wished  to  be  on 
good  t«rma  with  the  United  Stotea  aa  with 
every  other  country  ;  hat  not  to  approadi 
that  eonntry  in  the  language  of  panic  or 
alarai.  He  further  believ^  that  in  this 
struggle  our  people  entertaiued  a  gmerons 
lympatby  for  the  sufferings  and  gallantry 
of  tboae  who  were  engaged  in  defending 
the  Confederate  eanie. 

Sib  HBNRT  WILLOUGHBT  said, 
that  he  presomed  the  hen.  and  learned 
Uemher  for  Maldon  did  not  think  that  war 
with  America  waa  a  desiraUe  thing.  They 
onght  in  that  House  to  be  extremely  ean- 
tioaa  about  the  atyle  of  language  they 
adopted.  If  the  United  Statea  had  griev- 
aooet  to  allege  against  tbia  eountry,  which 
night  be  very  true,  the  less  said  about 
them  bere  the  better.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  we  bad  a  grievanee,  or  the  Confederates 
bad  a  grievanee  to  eomplsin  of,  those  who 
were  really  desiroua  for  peaee  between  the 
two  eemtriea  must  be  eautiona  in  the  elo- 
quent lummening  up  of  those  awkward 
pieeee  of  history  whidi,  in  hia  opinion, 
eaiild  have  no  offset  in  prodneiag  peaee 
and  goodwill  between  the  two  Peweia. 
Tbanfore.  he  did  not  intnnd  to  pnnnn  the 


oenne  of  aignment  whieh  bad  been  nand 
that  eremng.  although  it  would  be  eeay, 
DO  doubt,  to  adduce  oirennutaucea  tending 
to  produce  irritation.  At  the  aaau  time, 
he  should  be  glad  to  know  from  the  nohle 
Lord  the  Under  Seeretaiy  tat  War  (the 
llarqueaa  of  Hartington),  who  appeared  to 
be  the  only  military  authority  w  the  Go- 
vernment at  that  moment  in  the  Hona^ 
whether  we  had  a  gun  which  would  suit 
the  purpoaea  described  by  the  hen.  Uember 
for  Bristd  ?  He  agreed  with  the  hen. 
Gentleman,  that  whether  this  waa  a  quae- 
Uoo  of  Bristol  or  Quehee,  it  was  the  dutj 
of  Uie  Gevemmeot  to  take  ouietly  and 
ulently  those  preeautionB  whieh  would  at 
all  evente  have  the  eflbet  of  at  least  pro- 
tecting the  snbjeete  of  Her  Majesty  from 
military  insult.  He  thoue^t  that  that 
might  be  done  without  produeing- delicate 
and  daogerons  deapatohes  tMiding  to  pro- 
duce that  result  which  we  wished  to  avoid. 
He  aaaumed  that  the  hen.  Uember  for 
Bristol  did  not  wish  there  should  be  a  re- 
petition of  the  aarae  miatake  aa  in  the  eaae 
of  the  100-pounder  Anattnmg  gon^  1^ 
whieh  1,068  guns,  after  having  been  eon> 
strueted,  were  fbnnd  of  no  use  whataoeTor. 
Nothing  eonld  be  mm  abend  than  vaak- 
ing  eoetly  gnna  nnkia  the  Gevenusent 
were  aatiafied  that  the  plan  of  them  waa 
good.  At  the  aaaae  time,  it  waa  derirabia 
to  knew  that  we  wm«  in  poaaeaaioa  of  aa 
arm  for  the  aerviee  of  enr  ahipe  and  fwta 
ou  which  we  might  rely  in  eaae  of  neeeaai^. 

Ur.  H.  BAILLIE  said,  that  he  under- 
stood that  the  complaint  of  the  boo.  Gen< 
tleman  opposite  waa  thb  — that  we  had 
erected  fortifieationa  aronad  our  eoeat  at 
an  eoonnoua  eoat  <A  some  miUioaa  of 
money,  and  that  after  all  none  of  them 
were  thoroughly  efficient,  and  that  aeaae  of 
them  were  mounted  with  old  guns  open  oU 
rotten  earriages.  They  were  told  the  other 
evening  that  a  similar  state  of  things  oeeur- 
red  at  Quebee.  where  there  wore  nan;  oU 
guns  mounted  nmn  rottoi  earriagea,  whieh 
were  certain  to  break  down  open  the  flrat 
discharge.  Now,  the  aame  thing  prevailed 
not  only  idong  our  coeat  but  on  alaseat  all 
our  military  stations.  At  Uaha  we  bad 
old  obsolete  gnna ;  and  at  Gibraltar  and 
the  Channel  Islands  we  had  obsolete  gnna. 
But,  wOTso  than  all,  we  had  obsolete  pro- 
jeetilee.  We  had  not  been  doing  what 
ever^  othw  nation  had  been  doing — fur- 
niahing  our  fortifications  with  sted  projeo^ 
tilea.  The  dd  cest-iron  projectilea  were 
ef  no  more  neeagainatamienitplaled  ah^ 
thannnntabarofJi^g^waiQgtead 
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«f  bia  irnhnmA  Vim  kui  yoftr  tliat  lie  hsd 
tlM  ctiriotitj  to  make  inquiries  amongst 
die  Britieh  ntanifMtunn  of  iteel  pnijee- 
tiles  u  to  Ao  work  tbej  vera  doing,  and 
nqmiled  ntnnu  of  tho  differant  nation* 
for  whirt  tb^  wera  weeating  orders.  The 
rmuU  oi  tboee  ntaraa  was  the  diecoverj 
of  tbe  foot  that  those  maaafaeterm  were 
working  for  erery  nation  in  Snrope^-erMi 
for  Deamuk— ezeept  their  own  Gorem- 
■sent.  It  appeared  that  np  to  that  time 
they  had  not  famished  any  of  those  pro- 
jaotiles  to  any,  either  of  onr  sfaipe  of  war 
or  military  stations.  The  nobte  Lord  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War  asserted,  as  a 
reason  why  we  had  not  obtained  powerful 
gvns,  Aat  Blakeley 's  gon  was  too  expensire. 
Thtt  was  an  eztnordinary  itateiiMat,  bvt 
it  waa  a  statement  which  appeand  to  bare 
been  obeered  bj  some  <rf  tbe  sapporters  of 
Uie  Ooremasent.  The  noble  Lord  also 
stated  that  we  mast  wait  until  war  was 
deelared,  when  we  would  baTO  means  at 
our  band,  with  a  large  Bsttmato,  to  pro- 
onre  tiie  guns  as  rapidly  as  would  be  re- 
qaisite  to  meet  the  emergency.  Now,  in 
regard  to  that  itatemeot,  what  was  really 
the  fact  ?  One  of  the  best  of  onr  estab- 
lisbmentt  could  not  turn  oat  a  €00-poonder 
rifle  gun  in  a  shorter  time  than  twelre 
Hwntbs.  If,  then,  we  wwe  harried  into  a 
war,  we  shoald  bo  twelfo  months  before 
we  oonld  obtsla  any  powerful  guns.  Be- 
sides, it  should  be  reot^leeted  that  those 
establishments  had  generally  eontraoto  to 
enonte  for  foreign  Govemmonts;  and  it 
ooald  net  be  espeeted  that  they  should 
negle^  tba  work  they  might  bo  engaged  in 
for  those  Powers  for  die  sole  pnrpoee  of 
sorting  Her  Majesty's  Gorwament.  But 
1h%y  knew  what  all  that  meant.  It  meant 
this,  that  if  we  were  to  lay  out  all  the 
money  neeessary  to  put  the  country  in 
a  proper  state  of  defence  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Bzehequer  would  not  be  able  to 
bring  forward  this  fine  Budget  whieh  we 
hesrd  so  much  about.  We  shoald,  in  fact, 
hare  no  surplas  to  dispose  of,  and  the  Go- 
vemment  eoald  not  go  to  the  country  with 
the  popular  ciy  that  they  had  been  able  to 
rednee  j&3,000,000  of  taxation.  That 
was  the  position  in  which  we  w«e.  The 
people  of  Bngland  must  nnderstand  that  if 
wo  were  to  baTe  diese  nimoared  rednetioos 
we  oonld  not  plaee  the  nation  in  a  proper 
stato  of  defenee.  We  might  hare  the  good 
fortune  to  ar<rid  war,  l»t  if  we  should 
hare  the  misfortune  to  foil  into  war  we 
conid  not  prerent  the  antioipaUon  of 
the  grmMk  Akukn  If  thit  eril,  M  loudly 


oomi^aiDed  of,  w>ere  net  immediately  re- 
medied, 

Mb.  MONSBLL  said,  that  the  hen. 
Gentleman  did  not  appreoiato  the  diffienlty 
(rf  the  Ooremmont  with  regard  to  gnna. 
He  heliered  the  House  sAd  the  oasntry 
were  quito  prepared  to  go  to  any  expense 
to  proTide  an  effieient  weapon ;  but,  as 
had  been  proTod  two  years  ago  before  a 
Committoe  of  which  be  was  Chairman,  the 
Government  had  rushed  into  an  attempt  to 
produce  a  large  namber  of  guna  without 
saffioient  inquiry  and  inresUgation,  and  the 
result  was  the  ezpenditnre  of  an  eMrmous 
ram  of  money,  almost  akogetber  uselessly. 
He  was  sure  the  House  wodd  agree  with 
him  Uiat  eourso  shonid  not  be  feUowed. 
He  anderstood  that  since  the  Report  of 
tbat  Committee  had  been  laid  on  the 
table  ezperimoita  had  been  gmng  on  for 
the  purpose  of  arriving  at  the  best  resaU, 
both  as  to  rifling  and  ci^bre,  and  ei^eeiall^ 
wtdi  reforaaeo  to  the  contest  between  Sir 
William  Armstrong  and  Mr.  Whitworth,  to 
get  the  best  sort  of  gun  that  coeld  be  pro- 
duced. The  only  fault  he  could  find  with 
the  GoTenment  was  tiiat  these  experiments 
had  not  been  pressed  fwward  as  ra^dly  as 
they  might  bare  been.  He  was  informed 
tbat  for  a  considerate  time  there  had 
been,  for  some  reason  or  other.  Tery  few 
ezperimenU)at^Shoebnryness.  He  thoing^t, 
till  the  Report  relstiTe  to  the  oomparaUTO 
merits  of  the  Whitworth  and  Armstrong 
ordnanee  bad  been  laid  on  the  taUe,  thof 
would  not  be  in  a  eendition  to  form  a 
jadgment  as.to  what  the  Goremment  onriit 
to  do  for  the  fotara.  He  hoped  the  noble 
Marquess  woald  not  proeeod  with  the  Yoto 
till  that  had  been  done.  Ho  shoald  like  to 
hear  some  statement  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
perimnta  which  had  taken  plaoe  with  the 
PsUiser  gun.  He  understood  that  by 
means  of  the  insertion  of  two  tubes  in  a 
68-pouHd6r  it  would  be  turned  into  a 
llO-poonder  rifle  gun,  and  that  old  gnns 
might  be  adapted  to  that  raodd  for  £100 
each,  whereas  a  new  gnn  on  that  principle 
would  eost  £500  or  £600,  and  these  gnna 
would  then  be  TOry  effinent  for  such  par- 
poses  as  were  pointed  out  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bristol  (Mr.  Henry  B^keley). 
Thcrir  were  perfoetly  effsetira  for  piercing 
any  iron-olad  ships  possessed  by  foreign 
Powers  at  a  distanoe  of  300  or  400  yards. 
But  what  he  chiefly  rose  for  wsa  to  entreat 
the  Government  not  to  roe  into  the  rash 
and  wanton  ezpenditore  which  occurred 
widi  nmrd  to  Uie  Armstrong  gun.  but  to 
bring  A^«xperim^|fi,|9«@^|^ 
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•peednT  u  powiUe;  nd  when  that  had 
been  dona  m  was  rare  ererjr  ICember 
would  be  rerj  willing  to  grant  auj  lom  that 
might  be  reqoired  far  the  prodoetion  of  as 
laige  a  nomber  of  the  most  ap^red  guns 
as  might  be  wished. 

The  llABQinss  of  HABTIK6T0K: 
I  do  not  rise  for  the  parpose  of  followiog 
the  hem.  Members  for  Bristol  (Mr.  Berkeley) 
and  Haldon  (Ur.  Peaeoeke)  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  probability  of  this  country 
ODtwing  into  a  war  with  America.  I  lis- 
teoed  with  great  interest  to  the  debate 
which  took  place  the  other  night  apon  the 
defmeea  of  Canada,  and  it  seemed  to  me 
Uud  most  of  the  speakers  who  addressed 
the  Honae  did  so  with  a  doe  sense  of  re* 
qMmribility  apon  them,  and  admitted,  as 
we  most  all  admit,  that,  while  there  is  a  poa- 
ulnlit^  of  onr  being  engaged  in  a  war  with 
America,  the  probability  of  such  a  misfor- 
tune is  Toty  remote  indeed.  I  do  not  think 
it  neceasaiy,  therefore,  to  follow  the  argu- 
ments of  the  hon.  Member  who  first  spoke 
to-night  (Mr.  Berkeley).  There  is  only  one 
part  of  the  subject  to  which  I  think  it 
neeessary  to  make  any  reference.  The 
him.  Member  repeated  the  complaints 
whieh  he  made  last  year — namely,  that  the 
Artillery  Tolnnteers  of  this  eonatry  are 
oily  armed  and  drilled  with  18  and  24- 
ponnder  gone,  and  he  repeated  very  eor- 
leetly  the  answer  whieh  was  given  to  him 
last  year,  and  which  it  seema  to  me  is  a 
good  anawer  this  year.  That  answer  is, 
ttat  it  is  neeeesaiy  that  the  Artilleiy  Yo- 
lontews  practise  and  learn  their  drill  in 
the  localities  where  they  reside.  Where  no 
batteries  exist  they  are  ereeted,  and  the 
guDS  and  ammonition  are  sent  to  them  for 
the  purpose  of  instruction  only.  In  ease 
of  war,  the  Artillery  Volunteers  would  be 
moTod  to  any  works  where  their  presence 
might  be  reqoired,  and  it  by  no  means  fol- 
lows that  they  would  use  the  guns  now  in 
tbor  possession.  In  fact,  it  is  certain  such 
would  not  be  the  esse.  The  hon.  Member 
also  says  oar  coast  defences  are  not  in  that 
state  in  whieh  thmr  ought  to  he,  in  order 
to  repel  any  attaok  whieh  ft  enuser,  snob 
as  the  Kean0M  might  nu^e.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  tliat  either  oar  idd  or  new 
batteries  are  as  thoroughly  armed. 
The  new  batteries,  as  far  as  they  are 
finished,  are,  I  bdieve,  armed.  The 
House  is  aware  that  those  batteries 
whieh  will  mount  the  heaviest  gons,  and 
whieh  are  intended  as  oar  sea  defences,  at 
Plymouth.  Spithead,  and  other  places,  are  I 
not  yet  finished,  and  not  ia  ft  itat*  to 


e^Te  th^  armftaenta.   These  ftrmaoMnts 

will  be  of  a  Toiy  heavy  description ;  bat 
surely,  whatever  may  be  the  opinimi  irf  the 
House  as  resards  the  state  of  forwardoesa 
of  our  naval  armaments,  the  House  weald 
not  wish  the  Government  to  incur  any  laige 
expenditure  in  preparing  armaments  for 
forts  not  yet  ready  to  reoeive  them,  eepe- 
eially  when  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that 
many  important  questions  are  still  pending 
with  regard  to  the  principles  to  be  adopted 
in  our  heavy  ordnance.  As  to  the  new 
works  whieh  are  finished  and  the  dd  wei^ 
I  deny  that  they  are  in  aoeh  a  state  aa  to 
be  unfit  to  protect  our  coast  against  the  at- 
tack of  an  ordinary  wooden  vessd.  The 
llO-ponnder  and  68-poandw  gana  are 
perfeeUy  eflMent  agwnrt  wooden  ships 
of  that  olaaa.  The  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  Evesham  (Sir  Henry  Willooghby) 
asked  what  had  become  of  a  number  of 
llO-poonders.  As  I  have  menticmed  be- 
fore, although  we  fully  admit  that  the 
110-pouoder  is  not  an  eiBcientgun  agMost 
iron-elad-ships,  yet  we  are  not  prepared  to 
admit  that  it  is  not  a  good  gan  for  a  great 
many  purposes,  and  one  of  those  purposeo 
for  whieh  it  is  most  efficient  is  to  repel  the 
attack  of  wooden  vessels.  If  the  hoa. 
Member  for  Bristol  wishes  to  ass«i  that  the 
whde  of  onr  seaboard  ia  not  covered  with 
batteries,  and  batteries  armed  in  saeh  a 
manner  aa  to  reust  the  attaek  of  iroa- 
pkted  vessels,  I  entirely  agree  iritii  lum  i 
I  think  it  ia  not  Ukely  that  we  vnt  AaSi 
have  eveiy  pari  of  our  coast  and  oveiy 
harbour  mere  a  veasel  ean  take  retoga 
armed  so  as  to  resist  the  attack  of  iron- 
plated  ships.  I  have  always  understood 
that  one  of  the  great  purposes  of  our  fleet 
was  to  protect  onr  shores;  and  I  do  not 
think  it  was  ever  contemplated — indeed  I 
never  heard  it  contended  for— that  the 
whole  of  onr  coast  should  be  proteeted 
by  batteries  in  sueh  a  way  as  to  rssist 
the  attack  of  tnm-plated  vends.  I  ottin- 
tain.thst  our  bstteries  are  armed  with 
guns  perfectly  useful  against  the  at- 
tack of  wdinan  wooden  ernuers.  Now, 
Sir,  the  hon.  Baronet  die  Member  for 
Bvesham  (Sir  Henry  Willoughby)  naked 
whether  we  had  a  good  gun.  I  ean  only  give 
him  m^  opinion  upon  that  point,  and  I  do 
not  wish  the  House  to  take  it  for  more 
than  it  is  worth.  I  have  stated  in  moving 
the  Estimates  that  we  have  very  good  gnas, 
the  12-ton  and  20-ton  guns,  made  upm 
the  coil  principle,  and  I  believe  these 
gUDS  more  powerful  than  any  in  the  poe- 
seasioB  (rf  other  ofttitHW*  1 do  not  ner- 
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MMuJlj  beliere  that  we  ahall  mr  get 
a  very  mooh  better  gun.  There  are, 
howeter,  so  man;  qoestioni  BDdecided, 
and  80  mnoh  difference  of  opinion  among 
the  highest  aothorities,  that  I  think  it 
is  rer;  probable  we  may  know  much  more 
upon  this  Bubjeot  this  time  next  jear  than 
we  do  now.  In  replj  to  the  hon.  Baronet, 
I  can  onlj  saj  we  hare  a  good  gun.  We 
hafe  on^  made  guns  and  6tted  them  as 
aetoallj  required  for  ships  fitting  out  this 
year,  and  we  are  making  a  Mmparatirely 
small  number  for  onr  bnd  defetUMs,  wait- 
ing to  eomplete  the  armamat  of  onr  sea 
dnenoes  vntil  the  questions  now  under 
eonHderation  shall  mto  been  more  fully 
deeided.  As  to  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
Uember  for  luTemess  (Hr.  H.  Bailie)  that 
twelve  months  are  required  to  make  a 
600-pounder,  I  do  not  think  that  is  cor- 
rect. I  beliere  there  are  sereral  establish- 
ments in  the  country  that  could  make  a 
600-poander  in  half  that  time  ;  besides, 
I  think  it  extremely  improbable  that  we 
sfasU  ever  require  any  large  number  of 
guns  of  that  siae.  The  l^ton  guns  are 
quite  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  piercing 
an  irou-clad  ressel;  and  I  therefore  think 
it  will  seldom  be  found  necessary  to  hare 
a  gun  hearier  than  that.  I  do  not  beliere 
that  I  ever  said  anything  that  would 
Indnee  the  House  or  the  people  of  this 
country  to  think  that  we  intended  to  stop 
where  we  are  at  imsent,  or  to  delay  the 
aiming  of  onr  narj  and  fwts  till  war 
broke  out.  I  said  ^at  we  were  searoely 
in  a  position  now  to  incur  a  large  expense, 
with  onr  limited  knowledge;  and,  as  an 
argument  for  not  incurring  such  an  ex< 
pense,  I  mentioned  that  there  were  estab* 
iishments  in  the  country  which  would  be 
able  to  torn  out  a  large  number  of  guns 
if  an  emergency  appeared  imminent.  The 
right  hon.  Uembur  for  Limerick  (Mr. 
Monsell)  stated  that*  in  his  opinion,  there 
had  been  unneoessary  delay  in  the  ex- 

rriments  which  had  lately  taken  place, 
admit  that  there  has  been  a  great  deal 
of  delay  in  the  experiments  between  the 
Armstrong  and  the  Whitwortb  guns.  I 
explained  on  several  oeeaaions  what  waa 
the  eanse  frf  that  delay,  and  I  do  not 
tiiink  it  can  in  any  way  be  attributed  to 
the  Goremment.  The  delay  was  entirely 
on  the  part  of  one  or  other  of  the  com- 
petitors, and  I  believe  principally  caused 
by  Ur.  Whitwortb,  in  not  producing  his 
gun  and  ammunition  at  the  specified  time. 
The  trial,  as  the  House  is  aware,  was 
plaeed  in  the  bands  of  a  Spe«al  Com- 


mittee; and  aU  thrangh  tha  proeeedings 
the  Government  avmdod  as  much  as  pos- 
sible interfering  with  the  Committee,  and 
allowed  them  to  carry  on  the  trial  in 
their  own  way  and  in  their  own  time.  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  remonstrances  have 
not  been  addressed  to  them  as  to  the 
length  of  their  proceedings;  and  they 
were  frequently  urged  to  make  their  Rch- 
port.  I  trust  thdr  Report  will  be  received 
in  a  short  time,  and  I  wish  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  not  brought  forward  his 
Motion  till  that  Report  was  received.  It 
will  require  a  gnat  deal  of  couMderation, 
but  it  would  M  unneoessary  and  unwise 
to  postpone  the  Votea  on  we  Bstimatea 
till  that  Report  is  received.  As  to  the 
trial  of  Captain  Palliser*s  guns,  the  hon. 
Uember  is  qoite  right  in  saying  that  it 
has  been  exceedingly  satisfoctory.  A  few 
have  been  made  ni>on  his  principle,  and 
they  have  shown  an  extraordinary  power 
of  endurance.  It  has  been  thought  desir- 
able, before  the  final  adoption  of  these 
guns,  to  have  some  further  experiments, 
but  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  guns  lined  on  Captain  Falliser's  prin* 
oiple  will  be  most  effective.  I  cannot  say 
how  far  the  gnov  would  be  efficient  against 
iron-clads,  but  there  is  no  doubt  they  will 
be  most  efficient  for  our  land  defences* 
where  they  are  not  ealled  upon  to  con- 
tend against  iron-elads.  I  believe  tiie  guns 
which  nave  been  ordered  for  experimnt 
will  be  ready  in  a  short  time;  am  if  the 
results  should  be  as  satisfoctoiy  as  tiiose 
which  have  already  been  obtained,  the 
Government  intend  to  proceed  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  in  the  conversion  of  our 
old  cast-iron  gnns  into  rifle  guns  on  the 
Palliser  principle. 

Ub.  W.  E.  FORSTER  said,  he  should 
give  no  opinion  on  the  question  pf  the 
guns,  with  which  he  felt  himself  incompe- 
tent to  deal;  but  the  hon.  Uember  for 
Bristol  (Mr.  Berkeley)  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Maldon  (Mr.  Peaeoeke)  had  referred 
in  their  speeches  to  a  matter  which  would 
hare  been  more  appropriate  to  the  debate 
last  weA — namely,  that  on  the  defences 
of  Canada.  He  supposed  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Ualdon  (Mr,  Peaeoeke)  wish- 
ed on  this  oeoaeion  to  enter  a  protest 
against  the  language  and  tone  which  had 
been  adopted  by  the  leaders  of  his  party 
in  that  House  the  other  evening.  He 
should  not  again  enter  into  the  question  of 
the  claims  put  forward  by  Ur.  Seward  on 
account  of  the  AlabtunOt  but  if  the  hon. 
Qentienunhad  read^^^^ig;^^^ 
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Stwaid  ke  eonU  soft  udenUnd  b  j  whtA 
means  ha  «o<d4  pitude  ^uelf  that 
A(we  ware  aeiag  kept  ia  reterre  te 

be  userted  hf  Ur.  Savard  in  Mwh  a  nan- 
ner  to  threaten  wt  to  thw  eovotoy. 
The  hoB.  QenUaman  said  tiiat  Uiniatani 
and  oflBotak  of  the  United  Statu  thnatea- 
ed  tiai*  eennlry  with  war.  It  was  fame 
that  Chief  Jnitiea  Chase  had  nawiaoly 
threatened  us  with  a  shaking,  and  that  an 
ofietal  in  BruQ  bad  written  a  foolish  des- 
patoh.  Bat  sorelj  it  was  enworthy  the 
dignity  of  the  natioa  that  we  ihonld  go  to 
an  enonnouB  expenditnre  in  defen^g  oar 
ooloeiea  beesase  one  or  two  Ministers  had 
used  words  whioh  oeght  not  to  bare  been 

rkea.  If  we  were  made  answcrsble  for 
the  expressions  nsed  by  Ministers  sit- 
ting OD  that  Bench  and  od  the  other,  we 
^onld  be  at  war  with  ahnost  the  whole 
haman  raoe  at  this  time.  Th^  had  no 
mason  to  hei  alarm  abont  war  on  grounds 
like  thasa.  With  regard  to  the  order  of 
Qooeral  Dix,  that  waa  ■ndoabtody  a  rtrj 
hutj  order»  bnt  was  isaned  under  tu 
■apposition  diai  it  waa  neeeesary  for  self- 
defenea ;  and  notwitbslandiog  the  very 
nataral  exeiteraest  whieh  prevailed  in 
America  on  the  subject,  as  soon  as  the 
order  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Qo- 
remment  at  Washington  it  was  imme* 
diatdy  diiowned.  Some  aUowanoe  shonld 
be  made  for  exeited  feelings  en  snob  oe- 
oauons.  Some  years  ago,  when  the  Ca- 
nadians expeeted  an  attack  from  American 
territory,  the  British  oommander  did  not 
wait  for  dM  attack,  bnt  he  acted,  seised  a 
■hip  on  Amariean  wateia,  and  he  justified 
tba  step  on  the  gnmnd  oi  salf-defenee. 
Oanml  Biz  did  issoe  u  order  which  was 
opposed  to  International  Iiaw,  bnt  the 
American  Ctoremment  at  onca  disanwad  it; 
and  what  more  oonld  tbey  have  done  ?  He 
shoold  not  have  risen  at  lAl,  but  for  one 
remark  of  the  bon.  Oentlemao,  beeanse  it 
was  jast  one  of  those  remarks  that  were 
eaktthted  to  canse  ilt-feeling  between  this 
eonntry  and  foreign  conDtries,  and  espe- 
cially between  us  and  our  kindred  in  Ame- 
rica. The  hon.  Member  smd  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Birkenhead  (Mr.  Laiid)  bad 
been  tba  real  peacemaker,  because  he 
made  the  troubles  and  ealamities  of  war 
to  hear  npea  the  inhaUtanta  of  New  Bog> 
land,  who,  by  raasoa  of  thar  buying  snb- 
stitntes,  would  not  otherwise  hare  felt 
tbaaa  ealamitiea  and  troaUas.  No  stata- 
nmt  aould  be  more  mtme.  If  die  bon. 
Gentleman  only  put  himself  to  the  trouUa 
of  personally  inquiring  1m  woldd  And  that 
Mr.  W'  JS.  IWtUr 


Aare  was  aosieely  a  family  ia  New  Eng^ 
land,  especially  tlmse  in  an  sypsr  station, 
in  whieh  one  ar  mora  of  its  members  had 
not  fought  witi)  eearage  or  died  in  tlna 
war.  The  hon.  Member  would  find  that 
Uia  misery  and  distress  which  had  baea 
eansed  by  diis  war  in  New  £nglaad  wan 
so  grant  \kaX  even  ha,  if  he  ware  tber^ 
would  sympathiaa  with  it.  He  (Mr.  W. 
B.  Forater)  did  not  deny  lliat  the  Soath 
had  shown  the  same  eonrage.  No  people 
had  erer  shown  mora.  He  had  nercr 
made  any  such  charge  againat  the  Seeth 
as  that  which  had  been  Ivonght  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  against  the  North.  Ha 
only  always  wonderod  how  in  sodi  a  eaasa 
they  could  have  displayed  sueh  qoslitiea ; 
and  if  we  were  to  draw  any  moral  from 
this  war  it  was  this,  thst  no  amenat  ef 
sclf-derotion  and  sdf-sacrifiee  in  a  wrong 
cause  could  sneeead.  The  hon.  Member 
ought  to  be  aahamed  of  making  ae  na- 
fomdad  a  chai^  against  the  people  ef 
New  England.  As  far  as  the  House  was 
coDcemad,  perhaps,  this  Imignaga  did  not 
signify  much,  but  it  waa  tbia  kind  of 
^ige,  whirt  affected  charaatar  and  mo- 
tires,  Aat  caused  ill-fediog  between  this 
country  and  other  countries.  He  was 
afraid,  unless  some  protest  was  made 
against  the  use  of  such  langnage^  it  might 
be  sopposed  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic that  it  ezpreased  the  feeling  ef  Aat 
House.  He  peromred  that  the  bon.  Mem- 
ber for  Gslway  left  the  House  when  the  hen. 
Member  used  this  Isngoaga,  and  Umt  evaa 
the  bon.  and  learned  Member  for  Sbeffiald 
(Mr.  Roebuck)  was  no  longer  in  his  plaaa^ 
so  that  the  langnage  ha  aaed  mast  be  re- 
garded as  expressing  hia  own  Military  ffaal- 
mgSi  and  perhaps  these  U  one  ar  twe 
aeeentric  Members  of  the  House. 

SiE  FREBBRIC  SMITH  said,  it 
was  bis  intantioo  to  have  moved  to-night 
for  the  production  of  tba  drawings  of  the 
intended  defences  of  Canada ;  bnt  bar- 
ing seen  them,  he  was  enabled  to  say 
tli«y  were  so  simple  and  so  aSMoot 
that  an  examination  ^  them  at  the  War 
Office  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  eonrinee 
any  hon.  Gentleman  of  their  expedieney. 
He  bad  no  baaitation  in  saying  that  ha  be- 
liered  the  plans  for  tiie  works  intended  for 
Canada  ware  nest  skilthlly  pr^ared,  and 
ha  did  net  think  a  better  syataii  ^  da- 
fenae  aooM  bo  adopted  i  bat  to  amke  that 
dafonee  eomplete  ne  time  mast  be  hiat  ia 
placing  gunboats  upon  the  Lakes  and  oa 
the  St.  lAwreime.  He  could  not  understand 
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tma  if  th*  propoied  fortifiaatim  were 
BMrlj  computed  during  the  eDimng  year, 
withoDt  inauring  the  oonuaend  of  the 
lAkee,  00  whidi  we  had  not  at  present  a 
ringle  gunboat.  Hie  noble  Lord  the  Under 
Seoretary  for  War  had  admitted  that  there 
was  a  delay  in  getttDg  a  report  of  the  two 
rival  gDDs— the  Armatrong  and  the  Whit- 
wuth.  Now,  they  were  both  so  |;ood  that 
in  his  opinion  the  Goremment  might  hare 
ordwed  a  eertain  number  of  both.  They 
had  been  toM  that  the  differenoe  between 
them  was  not  very  material*  and  that  if  they 
had  «ther  they  would  be  in  pesseasion  of 
an  efiieient  weapon.  If  that  vera  the  ease 
tiMj  ndgbt  as  «dl  order  soma  af  oae  kind 
9r  ttie  oUier  at  onoe.  The  noUe  Lord  had 
said  that  we  potteued  a  good  gun  —  the 
12<ton  gun.  If  so  he  thought  we  might 
reasonably  multiply  the  tweaty-tix  or  thirty 
whieh  were  being  prepared  by  five  or  six, 
BO  that  we  might  have  a  sufficient  number 
to  enable  us,  at  all  events,  to  be  prepared 
for  the  worst.  He  was  not  one  of  these 
who  believed  we  shoald  have  war  with 
America,  but  be  thought  it  waa  bat  right 
to  be  prepared  for  every  emergency.  Hit 
hon.  Friend  bad  said  that  at  U^ta  and 
Qibraltar  we  had' not  a  single  gun  on  a 
new  pattern ;  hot  in  this  statement  his 
hon.  TtwaA  waa  ineoireet.  Tbe  majori^, 
ik  waa  true,  ware  old,  bnt  there  were  aome 
new  goBs  ai  tiiose  plaeaa.  With  regard  to 
the  Mfovce  of  our  coast  the  noble  Lord 
had  said  that  we  could  net  prsteod  to  de- 
fend it  at  all  pmnts  ;  nothing  so  ahsard 
was  ever  contemplated.  We  might,  how- 
ever, defend  some  of  oar  best  oommsreial 
barbonrs,  and  if  this  were  not  done  tbe 
Oovemment  had  no  right  to  bring  forward 
an  Estimate  of  £300,000  year  after  year 
for  this  parpoee.  On  coming  to  that  Vote 
he  should  take  tbe  epportnwty  (rf  asking 
the  noble  Lord  what  amount  it  waa  really 
praiMsed  to  expend,  end  where,  beeaose 
Im  believed  that  the  eonmermd  classes  of 
this  country  ought  not  to  be  any  longer 
misled  and  indaoed  to  hafieva  that  thty 
won  eontribnting  tawards  an  olnaet  whieh 
the  QonnuMnt  did  not  intend  to  oarry 
oat. 

Mb.  BBNTINCK  said,  that  the  noble 
Xford  (the  Hsrqaess  of  Hartington}  had 
idaeed  himself  in  an  onerous  position— he 
had  undertaken  to  be  a  prophet  in  his  own 
eonntry.  He  hoped  bis  prophecy  might 
come  true,  because  he  had  undertaken  to 
■ay  that  in  his  opiaien  the  probability  of 
war  between  the  Northern  Statea  and  thia 
aauntiy  wm  aioeedbgly  remata.  Haihodd 


be  Tei7  mutk  pleaaed  if  that  wen  the  re- 

salt,  but.  noTCrtheless,  he  did  not  think 
present  aspect  of  a&irs  was  one  which 
would  justify  this  country  in  ralying  opon 
the  im^helac  risions  of  his  noble  Friend. 
The  hen.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Brad- 
ford (Mr.  Forster)  had  gone  farther  still, 
for  in  referring  to  the  remarks  of  the  hoa. 
Member  for  Maldon  (Mr.  Feacoeke)  that 
Gentleman  had  told  the  House  that  there 
was  nothing  threateoing  to  this  country  in 
tbe  attitude  of  tbe  Nordiern  Sutes.  Now, 
that,  appeared  a  somewhat  strange  aaaw- 
titm,  and  he  must  be  permitted  to  aaj  thai 
hia  hon.  Friend  waa  perfectly  josttfiad  in 
adrerting  to  what  he  eonsiderad  aa  evidenee 
of  a  state  of  feeling  in  America  which 
might  possibly  lead  to  the  lamentable  re- 
sult of  war.  The  general  feeling  of  a 
ooontry  was  to  be  judged  from  what  fell 
from  the  lips  of  its  leaders;  and,  though 
he  should  not  lodi  for  highly  classical  ex- 
pression in  a  country  endowed  whh  re- 
publican iuBtitotions,  and  whioh  had  nol» 
the  advantage  of  that  civilisation  enjoyed 
by  this  country,  yet,  making  allowaaee  for 
tbe  somewhat  peculiar  phraseoloj^  indulged 
in  by  geutlanien  on  the  other  aide  of  the 
Atlantic,  quite  enoagh  had  been  said 
to  lead  thia  country  to  beliava  that  a 
strong  fading  of  hostility  towards  thia 
country  existed  not  only  aanong  pnUia 
men,  but  among  the  maases  of  the  po- 
pulation, who  in  the  United-  Statea  were 
the  great  contrelling  power.  Any  Gerem- 
ment  in  this  country,  therefore,  whieh 
shoald  shut  its  ears  to  all  that  had  been 
said  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
and  nt^lect  tbe  preeautionB  necessuy  to 
avert  a  possible,  not  to  say  a  probable 
ootttingency,  would  fail  in  the  disonarge  of 
one  of  its  most  envious  and  greatest  duties. 
His  ohief  object  in  rising,  however,  was  to 
repeat  what  he  had  Tenturad  to  afirm  on 
a  former  oeeaaion  upon  whieh  he  had  net 
heel  able  to  extract  an  expreasion  of  epi- 
nim  from  any  Member  of  Her  Majesty's 
Govanmoit  Ha  had  always  found  that 
the  only  ehaaea  one  had  of  getting  at  such 
an  expression  of  opinion  was  by  pressing 
the  subjeot  on  their  attention,  and  vrith 
that  object  he  would  repeat  what  he  had 
said  on  the  occasion  to  which  he  had 
alluded.  It  was  this — that  it  was  perfeotly 
hopeless  for  this  eonntry  to  attempt  to 
defend  Canada  against  invasion  from  the 
Northera  States  by  land.  It  was  a  waste 
of  time  and  money  for  two  raaaons— for 
ho  eentended  that  this  waa  m(  a  military 
IMBtioo,  hot  ona  ^igfQpi^jm^t^ 
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which  ereiT  one  was  capable  of  forming  an 
opinion.  In  the  first  plaoe,  it  was  impos- 
sible for  this  eonntry  to  furnish  a  number 
of  troops  sufficient  to  defend  a  frontier  of 
aueh  enormous  extent,  more  especially 
when  the  rast  force  which  the  United 
States  would  be  able  to  bring  to  bear  was 
taken  into  account.  Neither  would  this 
House  rote  the  money  that  would  be  re- 

auieite.  He  did  not  see  the  Chancellor  of 
ie  Exchequer  in  his  plaee,  bnt  he  was 
quite  sure  the  right  hen.  Gentleman  would 
not  sanction  any  inch  proposal  Was  the 
House  prepared  to  find  the  money  for  the 
fortifications  which  should  be  erected  and 
for  the  troops  which  were  to  man  those 
fortifieatioDS,  as  well  as  to  take  part  in  the 
operations  in  the  field  ?  And  bow  were  the 
OoTemment  going  to  work  ?  Why,  they 
proposed  to  begin  with  a  trifie.  a  mere  drop 
in  the  ocean — £50,000  for  the  construction 
of  fortifications  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  Canada.  How  long  did  they  cal- 
oulate  it  would  take  to  complete  thrae  for- 
tifications, and,  when  completed,  would  any 
Member  of  Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  say 
where  the  troops  were  to  be  found  to  man 
them  ?  The  noble  Lord  had  said  that  the 
probability  of  war  was  Tsry  remote.  Bot 
the  QoTemment  by  proposing  a  Vote  of 
£50,000  bad  admitted  the  possibility,  if 
not  tiie  probalnUty,  of  such  an  erent.  Well, 
then,  in  that  event,  did  the  Goremment 
anticipate  that  the  Northern  States  would 
be  kind  enough  to  wait  nntU  they  reeeired 
an  announcement  from  Her  Majesty's  Oo- 
Temment that  all  the  requisite  fbrtifiea- 
tioDS  were  completed  at  the  rate  of  an  out- 
lay of  £50,000  a  year,  and  that  we  were 
now  prepared  to  reeeiTO  them  with  due 
honour !  or  rather  was  it  not  more 
probable  that  a  war,  if  war  was  to 
be,  woaU  take  plaee  long  before  the 
preparations  for  it  on  the  Canadian  fron- 
tier were  eompletedt  Well,  Uien,  what 
emsisteney  was  there  in  the  ooodnot  of 
Her  Miyesty's  Goremment  wben,  on  the 
one  hand,  they  proposed  a  Tote  of  je50.000 
for  fortifieations,  and  on  the  other  a  redno- 
tioo  in  the  number  of  our  troops  ?  What 
had  been  said  by  his  hoo.  Friend  was  quite 
true— that  all  our  Estimates  were  trumped 
up  ad  captandam  to  suit  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  and  the  purpose  of  the 
moment,  and  all  that  the  interests  of  the 
country  demanded  was  kept  out  of  sight 
The  only  way  in  which  Canada  could  be 
defisnded  was  by  sea — that  is,  by  our  pos- 
sessing a  oomplete  maritime  superiority 
OTor  ttw  Northern  States,  by  eompletely 


blockading  their  ports  and  reducing  the 
eonntry  by  the  process  of  exhanstion.  He 
hoped,  therefore.  Her  Majesty's  GoTom- 
ment  would  reconsider  the  qnestion  b^bra 
they  took  the  Vote  of  £50,000. 

Captain  JERVIS  said,  that  he  re- 
gretted that  the  American  question  had 
been  mixed  op  with  that  of  gunnery. 
This  Bogie  ery  was  not  now  set  up  for 
the  first  time;  they  had  heard  it  before, 
it  used  to  be  an  invasion  by  France,  when 
it  was  now  a  war  with  the  United  States, 
on  any  other  Bogie  which  might  bewanted 
to  frighten  them  into  giiing  a  Vote.  The 
real  qnestion  for  them  to  consider  was, 
was  England  now  in  a  state  of  defence 
which  she  ought  to  occupy  ?  They  had 
beard  a  great  deal  of  the  enormous  ex- 
pense of  guns.  The  expense  of  gunnery 
was  a  matter  of  policy.  If  the  GoTem- 
ment  looked  forward  to  a  prospect  of 
years  of  peace  they  should  take  a  small 
Vote.  If  tbey  anticipated  war  they  should 
ask  for  a  large  one,  and  arail  themselves 
of  the  best  gun  of  the  period.  The  Arm- 
strong gnn  bad  its  origin  in  the  Crimean 
war;  the  40-ponnder  ^n  was  the  result 
of  the  war  with  Austrw;  and  the  110- 
poonder  was  the  result  of  die  Trmt  ftffiur. 
Sir  William  Armstrong  baring  been  or^ 
dered  to  make  that  gun,  did  so,  and  it  was 
the  best  gnn  that  was  attainable  at  the 
time.  Since  that  period  numerous  expe- 
riments had  gone  on  at  a  great  expense, 
and  from  these  experiments  (at  Shoebury- 
ness),  and  the  experience  gained  from  the 
war  at  the  other  side  of  the  Atiantio,  they 
found  that  armament  which  in  1859  was 
excellent  was  no  longer  of  any  nse.  They 
were  now  asked  to  do  nothing  until  they 
got  a  perfect  600-pounder,  or  some  ima- 
ginary gnn.  Now,  he  rewdleeted  many 
years  since  having  been  sent  for  by  the 
Ordnance  Department,  and  he  was  asked 
to  make  a  pnfoet  rifle  with  perfset  maebi- 
nery.  He  was  somewhat  astonidied  at  the 
order,  and  'took  time  to  eonsider  hb  an- 
swer. He  eonsnlted  witii  some  of  the  best 
men  of  the  day,  bot  they,  like  himself,  were 
obliged  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  such 
a  thing  was  perfeotiy  imposuble,  as  gun- 
nery, like  every  other  science,  was.  im- 
proring  from  day  to  day,  and  that  they 
might  as  well  try  to  arrive  at  perfeotion  in 
ballooonig.  A  Committee  was,  neverthe- 
less, appointed  to  make  a  perfect  rifle 
with  perfeet  machinery ;  and  after  gofaw 
on  for  years  the  same  rifle  was  now  nsea 
ss  was  tb«i.  What  would  have  been  said 
had  we  waited  for  this  pufsot  rifl^.i"- 

DigilizedbyLaOOglC 


1945        Brttith  SubfeeU  (Mahoh 

■tead  of  ftrming  our  troopi  the  best  way 
we  could !  GnDmaking  woold  go  oo 
improring  as  otber  soienoes  improved. 
Tbe  BDcceM  of  guDoerf  did  not  depend 
on  an  Armstrong  or  a  Whitvorth,  but 
npon  those  who  mannfaotored  the  steel 
and  iron  all  orer  tbe  world.  It  was  said 
that  Mr.  Whitworth  originated  the  steel 
shot,  but  steel  shot  was  thought  of  long 
before  Mr.  Wbitworth  was  dreamed  o^ 
and  that  the  manufacturers  in  Pmssia* 
by  improvements  in  their  mannfacture,  en- 
abled him  to  make  it.  What  was  the  real 
eomplaintf  Tbe  re^  eeinplaiDt  was,  not 
that  tfaej  bad  not  made  6d0-ponnders  to 
be  placed  in  their  forts,  but  that  if  any 
disturbance  should  arise  they  had  not  a 
gun  to  put  into  tbe  navy  to  meet  the 
enemy.  By  that  he  did  not  mean  that 
they  were  unable  to  arm  iron-clad  line- 
of-battle  ships  of  6,000  toos,  but  that  they 
could  not  even  send  a  floating  battery  to 
sea  with  a  proper  armament  In  her.  It 
was  unfortunate  that  the  qaestion  of  guns 
bad  been  strongly  mixed  up  with  party 
considerations.  Lord  Derby  *s  Govern- 
ment, when  General  Feel  was  in  Office, 
having  selected  the  Armstrong  gan,  it  was 
at  once  called  the  "  Bine"  or  Torjgon, 
and  tbe  snccessors  of  that  Government 
soogbt  another  gnn,  and  sdected  the 
Whitworth  gan,  tbe  "Yellow  "or  Reform 
gun.  They  would  never  have  beard  of 
this  latter  gun  bad  not  its  inventor  been 
a  member  of  the  Reform  Club,  and  adver- 
tised it  in  the  billiard-room  and  smoking- 
room  there,  and  his  friends  pestered  Mi- 
nister after  Minister  in  favour  of  this  guo, 
and  Committee  after  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed till  it  seemed  as  tboogh  the  War 
Office  would  never  come  to  a  conclusion. 
He  hoped  they  would  now  have  a  final 
•ettlement  of  this  qaestion,  and  oome  to 
Uie  conclusion  to  have  the  best  available 
gan  of  the  day,  and  to  have  a  safflcient 
number,  sinking  the  .little  petty  matters 
that  bad  arisen  between  man  and  man, 
dub  and  elnb,  but  getting  tluit  vhieh  was 
most  nnfnl  to  tbe  oonntry. 

BBITISH  SUBJECTS  IN  CHINA. 

OBSEBTATIOHa. 

CoiANBL  STKBS.  in  rising  to  call  the 
attention  of  tbe  House  to  the  alleged 
inability  of  the  British  Government  to  en- 
force Orders  in  Council  and  Ordinances  by 
Superintendents  of  Trade,  relating  to 
British  subjects  in  China,  said,  that  he  did 
not  see  tbe  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
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Foreign  Affisira  in  his  place;  but  as  the 
noble  Lord  at  tbe  head  of  the  Government, 
who  was  always  in  his  place,  was  present, 
he  would  probably  give  a  more  ezplioit 
reply  than  the  House  could  hope  to  obtain 
from  the  Under  Secretary.    Tbe  state- 
ment that  the  Government  could  not  en- 
force these  Orders  in  Council  and  Ordi- 
nances for  the  control  of  British  subjecta 
in  China  would,  if  it  went  abroad,  neoef 
sarily  have  a  miaebievons  effect.  China 
swarmed    iritb    freebooters,  filibnaters, 
rowdies,  and  deaertera  from  idiipa  who 
were  sowing  their  fortanes-in  that  em^re, 
ready  at  all  times  to  take  service  on  one 
side  or  die  other,  and  to  keep  up  the  ex- 
isting anarchy.    His  object  was  to  make 
it  understood  that  the  Queen's  Orders  in 
Council  oonid  be  and  would  be  enforced. 
Parliament  authorised  the  issne  of  these 
Orders  for  the  control  of  Her  Hajesty'a 
su^ects  within  the  Gbioese  dominions,  or 
100  miles  of  the  coast  thereof ;  and  in 
January,  1855,  by  virtue  of  the  powera 
vested  in  bim,  tiie  Chief  Superintendent  in 
Hong  Kong,  Sir  John  Bowring,  issued  aa 
Ordinance,  declaring  among  other  things* 
that  any  British  sobjeots  taking  part  with 
the  Government  or  the  rebels  would  be 
guiltj  of  a  misdemeanor,  punishable  bj 
net  more  than  two  years'  imprisonment  or 
by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  o,000  dolUrs. 
This  Ordinance  waa  in  operation  daring 
the  whole  time  that  our  officers— Sir 
James  Hope,  General  Stavely,  General 
Brown,  Captain  Dew,  and  otheni — were 
slaughtering  the  rebels,  so  that  by  siding 
with  the  Chinese  Government  those  offi- 
cers actually  committed  a  misdemeanor, 
for  which  they  were  punishable,  under 
tbe  Ordinance,  as  he  bad  mentioned.  When 
it  was  fonnd  necessary  to  assist  the  Em- 
peror of  China  an  Ordinance  was  published 
m  Her  Majesty's  name  granting  permission 
to  Captain  Osbom  and  Mr.  Lay  to  enlist 
British  subjects,  not  for  the  service  of 
the  Emperor  of  China,  bnt  expressly  for 
aernee  ander  Cwtun  Oabom  and  Mr. 
Lay  only.   Tbe  Houae  woaU  not  fail  to 
remember  the  dreadful  eventa  which  fol- 
lowed from  the  perfidy  of  the  Futai, 
the  ally  of  Captain  Gordon,  under  whose 
guarantee  the  princes  of  the  rebels  sur- 
rendered at  Sooohow  only  to  be  assassi- 
nated, and  yet  Captain  Gordon,  who  pro- 
fessed at  first  the  greatest  indignation, 
remained  in  the  service  of  that  assas- 
sin.   Her  Majesty's  Government,  bow- 
ever,  upon  leuning  tbe  facts,  witii  very 
proper  feeUaf  iaanod  an  OriipanQe  that 
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all  British  sabjeots  sboald  withdraw  from 
serTies  of  the  Emperor  of  China  ood 
of  the  Handarios.  It  had  been  argued, 
mo*!  ineorroetlj  as  he  bellend,  that  the 
oHw*  did  not  apply  to  all  British  so^ects 
in  the  serrioe  of  the  Handatina  or  of  the 
Smperor  of  China,  but  to  offioers  only 
holding  Her  Majesty's  Conmiuion,  bat 
In  soboiitted  that  ik  waa  onqaeBUoD- 
iri>le  by  the  plain  meaninff  of  all  pre- 
«wins  Orders  in  Connnip  that  those  or- 
ders did  apply  to  all  Her  ICftjesty's 
•alneets.  and  therefore  the  orders  ought 
to  be  enforoecL  The  question  then  ro- 
uained,  were  there  any  British  snbjects 
BOW  in  the  sernce  of  the  Bmperor  of  China 
or  of  bis  Uaodarins.  The  Coosols  were 
quite  aware  of  their  powers,  and  only  re- 
quired stimulating  to  put  those  powers  in 
force.  Nothing  was  required  but  an  ex* 
■ression  of  will  on  the  part  of  Her  Ua- 
}eaty'a  GoTOmment  to  induce  the  Consuls 
to  act  upon  those  powers.  What  bad  been 
the  effect  of  enabling  the  llandarins  to 
drive  ont  the  rebels  ?  He  held  in  his  hand 
ft  narrative  written  hy  %  merebant  in 
Shanghai  who,  finding  ainee  the  oeeupa- 
tion  w  the  silk  diskriots  by  the  Impwialists 
that  the  supplies  of  nik  were  diminishing, 
nade  a  journey  throng  those  districts  in 
order  to  discover  tbe  cause  of  such  dimi- 
nution. An  extraordinary  statement  had 
appeared  in  a  leading  journal  to  the  effect 
^at  since  tbe  rebels  obtained  possession  of 
the  silk-producing  districts  there  had  been 
a  graded  diminution  in  the  supply  of  that 
article,  while  from  official  Returns  it  ap- 
peared that  from  Uay,  1860,  when  the 
rebels  6rst  Stained  possession  of  those 
districts,  the  supplies  of  silk  had  gone  on 
annually  inoreaMng  unUl  the  Imperialists 
reffwoed  possession  by  the  waA  of  Colo- 
M  Gordon  and  hia  fwos.  The  gentleman 
to  'vrtiose  narrative  he  had  refemd  stated 
that  he  was  informed  that  under  the  Tae* 

Sing  rule  the  country  aeemed  happy  and 
onrishing,  and  from  personal  observation 
in  other  districts  where  the  rebels  eser- 
oiscd  authority,  the  people  of  those  dis- 
tricts had  nothing  to  complain  of  in  Uie 
working  of  Bentham's  theory  of  tbe  great- 
est good  for  the  greatest  number.  The 
gentleman  lie  refened  to  next  proceeded 
to  asoertain  wbeUier  the  mulberry  trees 
wero  as  numerous  as  before,  knowing  that 
unless  those  trees  were  maintain^  the 
supply  of  silk  must  fall  off.  Burgevine,  it 
is  said,  when  he  tranrferred  bis  services 
to  the  rebels,  recommeoded  to  the  Com- 
iModer-n'Cbiof,  Chng  Wnag,  that  h« 


could  punish  the  British  for  their  breariwa 
of  neutrality  if  he  were  to  destroy  the  m«l- 
herry  trees,  and  tbwefore  iotermpt  the 
production  of  silk;  but  Chwng  Wang  re- 
fused to  adopt  this  advtoe.  The  conntry 
around  Sooehowa  and  in  the  province  oif 
Chekiang,  was  a  gu^en  and  thickly  inlM- 
bited ;  hut  now  die  country  was  a  desert* 
the  liottset  had  disappeared,  and  ttie 
habitants  bad  all  fled  from  the  Imperial* 
iat  Tictors,  whom  they  dreaded  aa  tigers. 
At  a  distance  of  about  27  11  from  Soomow 
this  gentleman  came  to  a  plaee  whieh 
was  fbrmeriy  a  custom-house  station,  bat 
was  now  occupied  by  a  portion  of  Gordon's 
old  force.  There  he  found  seven  British 
subjects.  Colonel  Doyle,  Major  Murphy, 
Major  Lawless,  and  four  others,  who  were 
engaged  in  drilling  an  artillery  force  of 
some  500  men  for  the  Futai's  serTiee. 
There  were  twenty  heavy  guns  of  foreign 
manufacture,  large  quaotities  of  BogHsh 
gunpowder,  45,000  rounds  of  shot  and 
shell,  in  possession  of  the  force,  notwith- 
standing tbe  Ordinance  of  1855,  whieh 
made  it  a  misdemeanor  in  nay  British 
subject  to  supply  warlike  materials  to 
either  party.  This  gentleman  forther 
stated  that  he  fbond  the  anti-fbreign  feel- 
ing was  reviving;  indeed,  subsequently 
to  his  visit  these  very  troops  assaulted 
their  officers,  and  Major  Doyle,  and  three 
of  hia  officers,  in  self  defence,  wm  obliged 
to  fire  upon  their  asiwUots  and  killed 
three  of  them,  for  which  act  the  Futai 
dismissed  them  from  his  service.  At 
Soochow  the  traveller  found  a  Dr.  Macart- 
ney, formerly  of  the  99th  regiment,  su- 
perintending the  manufoeture  of  shot, 
shell,  and  rifle  bullets,  and  thus  it  might 
happen  that  the  merehanta  of  Shangfau 
would  have  to  seek  shelter  on  board  our 
ships  from  an  enemy  who  need  agunat 
them  the  rifle  hnllets  whiob  Dr.  Maeutnoy 
had  taught  them  to  manbfaetnre.  At 
Ningpo,  undw  the  very  eyes  of  the  Consul, 
Major  Cook,  and  other  officers,  were  en- 
gaged in  the  serviee  of  the  Mandarin. 
Tlien,  when  the  traveller  oame  to  look 
for  tbe  mulberry  trees  whieh  were  so  im- 
portant for  tlie  production  of  silk,  he  found 
that  in  the  conquered  districts  from  which 
the  rebels  had  been  expelled,  they  had 
been  ent  down  hy  the  Imperialist  troops— 
that  aocoBpamed  Colonel  Gordon  in  hie 
victorious  earaer— fM*  firewood  1  The  Con- 
suls could  prevent  the  violatiea  of  Her 
M^esty'a  OrdnMWWS  if  tber  wished  it. 
Tbey  had  power  if  they  — 
it,  a  proof  of  this  is  givi  ^  i 
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OrdioMwe,  dated  Amofi  lat  Jaonarj, 
1865,  iuaed  by  the  Consal  at  Amoy. 
It  direoted  that  the  paiseogon  in  Bri- 
tiah  Twadi  vithont  paiaporta  abonid  not 
be  allewad  to  land  without  oipresa  per- 
mission from  the  Gonnl.  It  waa  ako 
ordered  that  persona  arrirtng  in  that 
port  in  British  ressels,  uDprovided  with 
•aeh  passports,  most  be  detained  on 
board  Dy  the  captain  until  the  case  was 
reported  to  the  Consul,  who  should  gire 
w  withhold  his  permission  as  ho  might 
think  fit.  That  was  learing  the  liberty  of 
British  subjects  in  the  hands  of  diplomatic 
wenta  with  a  rengeanee.  It  was  de- 
mred,  alao,  that  masters  and  consignees 
vi  British  ressels  were  responsible  for 
any  paaiengera  landed  in  riolation  of  tiie 
regniaUons.  It  was  also  declared  that 
any  foreigner  or  Chinese  learing  the  port 
moat  hare  th«r  passporta  vmd  belore 
ffnng  on  hoard.  In  numy  other  pUctt  in 
OUna  there  were  British  sohjeeta  as  well 
as  other  foreigners,  and  their  withdrawal 
had  bera  reeommeuded  from  the  serrice  of 
the  Emperor  of  China.  He  had  reason  to 
know  that  a  despatch  to  that  effect  had 
reached  the  Foreign  Office  in  1863.  In 
June,  1863,  the  Uinistera  of  the  four 
great  Powers  had  agreed  to  recommend  to 
thnr  Goremmenta  the  withdrawal  of  their 
subjeeta  from  the  serTice  of  the  Emperor 
of  China.  He  was  not  aware  whether  that 
agreement  was  still  in  existence,  but  aa  a 
matter  of  policy  it  ought  to  be  acted  upon; 
and  he,  therefore,  begged  to  ask  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  httd  m  the  Qereromeat 
whether,  in  the  name  (rf  hamanity,  our 
Consols  on^ht  not  to  be  ealled  do  to  with- 
draw 1^1  Bntish  subjects  frun  the  serrice 
of  the  Emperor  of  China  and  the  local 
Mandarins,  who  were  serring  in  a  mili- 
tary capacity  and  manofacturing  mati- 
riel  of  war,  in  all  probability  to  be  used 
against  oorselrea  nltimately,  from  the  feel- 
ings which  were  now  being  manifested  by 
the  Chinese  Gofernment  and  its  officials  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  said, 
that  though  the  question  had  not  been  ad- 
dressed to  him,  yet,  as  it  inrolred  a  matter 
of  law  rather  than  one  of  policy,  perhaps 
the  hon.  Gentleman  wonld  allow  him  to 
reply  to  it.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man seamecl  entirely  to  onr1o(^  the  na- 
ture of  eonsnhtf  jnrisdiotion  in  China,  or 
any  other  ftmign  eonntry  where  raoh  a 
juriadtetion  had  been  conferred  by  the  loeal 
Ooremment,  in  aaanmiog  that  Consuls  had 
the  same  meana  at  Uieir  control  for  the 
enfonenent  of  the  lam  tfa«y  bad  to  ad- 


minister  as  were  poasessed  by  the  autho- 
rities of  the  country  in  whom  the  territorial 
jorisdiotion  resided.  In  thia  eonntry  the 
Goremment  had  at  its  diqusiU  the  police, 
the  puMe  eomUaitUf  and  the  amy,  if  ne- 
cessary, for  the  the  enfbrennent  of  the 
law  ;  but  a  Consul  had  no  power  except 
what  he  derired  from  the  co-operation  of 
bis  countrymen,  or  that  which  might  be 
conferred  on  him  by  the  Government  of 
the  country  in  wbioh  he  lired.  Under  these 
circamstances,  it  was  clear  that,  if  the 
law  were  riolated.  Consuls  in  no  case  could 
proceed  except  upon  information  property 
before  them,  or  proper  erideoee  that  a 
breach  of  law  had  been  committed.  It 
was  impossible  that  they  could  send  a  ro- 
ring  Commission  all  orer  China  to  find  out 
who  might  be  or  mij^t  not  be  disobeying 
the  law,  and  to  aommon  them,  whether 
they  were  in  the  aerriee  of  the  Bmperor 
or  not,  to  answer  far  offlBueea  ot  which  no 
one  luid  aoeosed  Uiem.  The  Consular 
Courts  had  the  same  duties  to  perform  aa 
other  courts  in  criminal  cases — they  had 
to  reeeire  information  properly  verified, 
and  to  decide  according  to  law  ;  but  they 
were  not  to  go  about  M  over  China  trying 
to  find  out  all  possible  offenders.  The 
Government  of  tnis  country  could  not  be 
held  responsible  for  the  discovery  and 
punishment  of  all  British  subjects  who 
might  commit  offences  in  any  part  of 
China.  When  these  subjeets  were  within 
the  consular  jurisdiotion  and  were  properly 
accnsed — on  proper  evidence — then  it  would 
be  time  enough  to  inquire  whether  tb» 
had  dfonded  against  the  Ordinancu.  It 
waa  quite  impossible  that  these  Ordinanees 
eoold  be  exeeuted  all  with  unal  effieieney 
orer  a  great  empire  like  China  » they 
could  only  he  enforced  in  those  placet 
where  oar  Connla  wero  resident. 

INDIA— BOHBAT  BACK  BAT  SHARES. 

OBSBRTATIOFS. 

-  Ur.  henry  SETUOUR  said,  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  Indian  autboritiea 
with  r^rd  to  the  Back  Bay  Shares  at  Bom- 
bay, and  to  more  for  any  Correspondence 
between  the  Goremor  of  Bomtny,  the 
Supreme  Government  of  India,  and  the 
Home  Goremment,  relating  to  any  pro- 

C)  inereaae  of  Salaria  of  Officials  in  the 
bay  Presideney.  Owing  to  the  large 
ezporta  of  cotton  from  Bombay  there  had  re* 
eently  been  an  enormona  aeoeasion  of  proa* 
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ing  been  lent  (o  the  Presidency  as  the  ba- 
laooeof  trade.  Two  jears  ago  the  QoTern* 
ment  of  Borobaj  made  an  arrangement  with 
a  company  there  for  the  reclamation  of  a 
considerable  portion  of  land  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Bombay.  That  Company  was 
called  the  Back  Bay  Company,  and  the 
bergun  was  that  the  OoTemment  shoald 
hare  one-third  of  the  land  reclaimed  and 
the  right  to  400  of  the  shares  to  be  issaed 
by  the  eompany.  They  were  £1,000 
■hares — J5500  paid  up.  But  after  the 
Company  was  formed  and  proeeedings  were 
begun  for  the  reclamation  of  the  land, 
orders  oame  from  the  Supreme  Government 
that  it  was  improper  for  the  Bombay  Go- 
Ternment  to  traffic  in  shares,  and  that  they 
were  to  be  giren  op.  The  consequence 
was  that  these  400  shares  were  put  up  to 
auction,  and  they  realised  a  premium  of 
£1,160,000  which,  instead  of  being  car- 
ried to  the  profit  of  the  Goremment,  went 
to  the  profit  of  the  Company.  He  asked 
the  Secretary  for  India  for  some  explana- 
tion of  this  strange  proceeding.  The 
GoTemment  was  aware,  from  the  history 
of  previous  companies,  such  as  the  Elphia- 
stone  Land  Company,  the  £1,000  shares 
of  which  sold  for  £3,800,  the  Victoria 
Land  Company,  the  shares  of  which  went 
np  to  £700  premiam,  and  others,  what 
enormoos  pnntts  were  made,  and  he 
wished  to  know  how  it  was  that  they  had 
not  made  a  better  bai^un.  He  thought 
if  the  GoTcmment  beliered  it  was  wrong 
to  traffic  in  shares  they  ought  to  hare 
made  up  their  mind  to  the  first  instance  ; 
but  as  they  had  gone  so  far  as  taking  one- 
third  of  the  land  they  onght  to  have  asked 
for  a  larger  portion.  It  would  have  been 
particularly  convenient  for  the  Gt>vemment 
to  reottve  the  money,  which  they  might 
have  obtuned  in  the  face  of  the  deficit 
which  there  was  stated  to  be  in  the  Indian 
rsvenne.  Perhaps  his  right  hoo.  Friend 
the  Secretary  for  India  would  take  this 
opportunity  of  giving  the  House  some  ac- 
count of  uie  computed  estimates  of  the 
receipts  and  eipraditare  for  India,  and 
also  state  when  he  proposed  to  make  his 
financial  statonent  regarding  that  empire. 
In  answer  to  a  question  put  to  him  on  a 
former  occasion  by  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Stanley},  his  right  bon.  Friend  was  Doder< 
stood  to  say  that  he  would  produce  the 
Dade  papers  when  making  his  financial 
statement.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  made  that  answer  he  presnmed  they 
most  do  without  the  Oude  papers  lill  July 
erAngost.  [Sir  Chablbb  Wood  i  I  never 
Mr.  JBuHf  Saywtmr 


I  said  so.]  The  subject  of  the  enormous 
amount  of  speculation  which  had  been 
I  going  on  in  Bombay  for  the  last  three  or 
foor  years  was  one  to  which  he  could  not 
;  refer  without  regret,  because  it  oeenrred 
'  to  him  that  if  there  was  a  proper  land 
'  system  there — if  they  could  purchase  the 
,  fee-simple— the  Natives  would  have  laid 
out  their  capital  on  the  soil  of  India,  which 
!  investment  would  have  returned  them  a 
large  profit,  and  would  have  been  of  great 
benefit  to  England  from  the  qoanti^  of 
cotton  which  would  have  been  ealtivaled. 
He  would  ask  his  noble  Friend  whether 
he  would  lay  on  the  table  the  eorrespon- 
deoce  which  had  passed  between  hinudf 
and  the  Supreme  Government,  and  the 
latter  and  the  Government  of  Bombay, 
with  regard  to  the  request  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  Bombay  to  be  permitted 
to  raise  the  ssJaries  of  the  offieiids  in  that 
Presidency.  It  was  known  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  enormous  influx  of  capital 
into  Bombay,  prices  there  had  increased, 
and  that  the  officials  could  no  longer  live 
on  thur  salaries.  He  was  told  that  to 
meet  ^at  state  of  things,  an  increase  of 
salaries  amounting  to  £500,000  a  year 
had  been  proposed,  such  increase  being 
deemed  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to 
obtain  the  services  of  efficient  officers ;  for, 
so  great  was  the  demand  for  cultivated 
men  at  high  salaries,  it  was  feared  that 
some  of  the  best  officials  would  leave  the 
Government  service.  But  the  Supreme 
Government  would  not  allow  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bombay  to  make  an  augmentation 
that  was  so  necesssry ;  and  he  was  in- 
formed that  his  right  lion.  Friend  had 
confirmed  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Government.  He  was  farther  informed 
that  from  other  psrts  of  India  a  similar 
request  for  permission  to  increase  the 
salaries  of  the  officials  had  been  made,  and 
he  asked  whether  his  right  hon.  Friend 
would  lay  on  the  table  afl  the  papers  re- 
lating to  this  subject.  The  queaUon  of 
the  land  tenure  of  India  was  now  more 
than  ever  deswving  the  atteutton  of  his 
ri^t  hon.  Friend.  It  was  important  to 
procure  raw  material  for  this  eonntry  ;  but 
under  the  present  system  of  land  tenure  in 
India  it  eoidd  not  be  expected  that  capital 
wonid  be  laid  out  on  the  soil.  During  the 
Russian  war,  when  we  were  precluded 
from  getting  hemp  from  Rnana,  the  pro- 
duction of  jute  as  a  substitute  was  stimu- 
lated in  India,  and  since  that  time  jnte 
had  continued  to  be  a  large  item  in  the 
exports  from  our  Indian  omnicc.   It  would 
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b«  the  same  thing  with  eotton  were  it 
potsible  in  the  portion  (tf  Indin  to  which 
lie  alluded— the  weilem  i^ona— to  oul- 
tirate  it  with  sueeeu ;  bat  no  penon  in 
India  wag  willing  to  spend  his  moner  in 

Sennanent  improvemeata  on  land  whieh 
id  not  belong  to  htm,  which  be  only  held 
on  a  thirty  years'  tenure,  and  of  which  the 
rent  might  be  raised  to  any  amonnt  at  the 
end  of  that  period,  it  being  farther,  in  the 
power  of  the  owner  to  take  adranlage  of 
all  the  improTements  which  bad  been  made 
by  the  oaltiTator. 

Sn  CHARLES  WOOD:  Intbeqnes- 
UoBS  which  he  has  put,  and  the  remarks 
by  which  he  has  accompanied  his  questions, 
my  hon.  Friend  has  trarelled  over  a  rery 
wide  range  ;  bat  I  do  not  think  it  wotild 
he  consonant  with  the  wish  of  the  House 
— seeing  that  it  ii  desirona  of  proceeding 
with  the  Army  Bstimatea— that  I  should 
on  this  oeeasioa  enter  into  a  long  dtseoa- 
«on  on  the  land  tenure  of  India,  which  is 
one  v/t  the  questions  that  he  has  raised. 
I  hare  no  objeotion  to  lay  upon  the  table 
the  pMors  to  which  he  has  referred.  My 
hon.  Friend  thinks  that  sgricalture  can 
only  be  fmprofed  in  India  by  Englishmen 
buying  land  and  cultivating  it  tbemseUes, 
and  attributes  the  backward  state  of 
Western  India  to  its  not  being  done.  I 
will*  howerer,  take  the  liberty  of  reading 
a  few  sentences  from  a  letter  of  Sir  Bartle 
Frere  with  regard  to  what  is  going  on  io' 
Bombay,  and  the  House  will  see  that  the 
description  which  my  hon.  Friend  has  giten 
of  the  state  of  that  Presidency  cannot  be 
quite  oorreet.  Sir  Bartte  Frere,  writing 
of  the  eoontry  near  Nassick,  says — 

"  Except  the  Dstnral  festoreB  of  the  country, 
there  wu  Httle  bj  which  I  could  recognite  it,  or 
tell  where  I  was.  Sheets  of  oottOD,  grain,  and 
oil-seed  ooltiTstiMi  bad  replaced  what  I  knew  at 
uninbabited  jungle,  Whwever  I  have  been  <iSt 
the  road  I  have  fbnnd  Tillages  which  had  been 
flitablished  within  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years  on 
bud  whieh  bad  been  waste  for  generations." 

With  reference  to  what  is  being  done  in 
the  way  of  application  «f  macnioerj  he 
aays — 

"  The  eotton  district  begtes  ei^ty  or  100  miles 
west  of  this,  and  at  eaeh  fsilwaf  station  near  this 
I  see  that  amall  fitctories  with  steam-driTen  gin- 
ning and  preuing  macfainery  are  being  set  up  hj 
Bombay  speenlators." 

This  is  the  mode  in  which  I  think  iaa- 
proremeat  in  India  can  best  he  carried 
on.  Hy  opinion  ta  decidedly  this— that 
it  wonld  not  be  an  advantageous  pro- 
oeeding  for  Engliahmen  to  engage  in  the 
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cultivation  of  land  in  India.  I  bellere 
the  ryots  can  do  that  rery  well,  and  that 
Englishmen  will  be  doine  mnoh  hotter  by 
setting  up  factories  ana  maclriner^  for 
turning  to  nee  the  raw  material  cultiTated 
by  the  mts.  With  regard  to  the  Oade 
papers,  I  did  not  make  the  statement  re- 
ferred to  by  my  hon.  Friend.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  Oude  papers  hare  been  on  the 
table  for  a  considerable  time ;  but,  as  I 
have  stated  more  than  once,  there  were 
some  docoments  missing.  They,  however, 
have  been  received  since,  and  all  tlie  papers 
promised  to  the  House  will  be  printed  and 
delivered  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
With  regard  to  the  first  part  of  my  hon. 
Friend's  remonstrance,  his  complaint  is 
that  the  Government  of  Bombay  waa  not 
allowed  by  the  Qovemment  of  India  to 
speculate  in  shares.  Now  I  must  say 
that  I  think  the  Gofemment  of  India  was 
perfectly  right.  I  quite  admit  that  if  the 
GoTemment  of  Bombay  had  taken  shares 
and  sold  them  it  might  have  made  a  con- 
uderahle  anm  of  money  ;  but  in  that  case 
the  object  for  which  it  was  asked  to  take 
those  shares  would  have  been  entirely  frus- 
trated. The  original  proposal  was  that 
the  company  were  to  reclaim  a  certain 
portion  of  land  called  Back  Bay,  assigning 
a  portion  to  the  Goremment.  That  was 
agreed  to,  but  the  shares  did  not  go  off 
rery  well.  When  it  was  found  that  the 
shares  were  not  going  off  very  well  the 
Government  was  asked  to  take  them,  in 
order  that  a  permanent  support  might  be 
given  to  the  project  from  the  Government 
being  shareholders  in  the  concern.  The 
Qoverndient  of  Bombay  wrote  to  the  Su- 
preme Governmtmt  asking  that  it  might 
be  permitted  to  comply  with  that  request. 
The  Gorernment  of  India  replied,  in  effeet, 
**  We  don*t  think  it  proper  for  a  Government 
to  take  part  in  a  speculative  project  of 
this  kind.  Therefore  don't  do  it."  The 
ground  on  whieh  it  was  desired  that  the 
Government  of  Bombay  should  take  the 
shares  was  that  the  company  might  have 
Qovemment  security  for  the  permanent 
management  of  the  Company ;  and,  there- 
fore, if  the  Government  had  taken  the 
shares  and  sold  them,  that  object  would 
have  been  frustrated.  I  am  glad  that  the 
scheme  has  been  snceessful  and  hope  it 
will  eontinoe  so. 

Uotittn,  "That  Hr.  Speaker  do  dot 
leave  the  Chair,"  dyrssd  Io. 
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SoppLT— Abut  Estdcatbs— oofifidfrwl 
in  Committee  :— 

(In  the  Committee.) 
(1.)  Original  Qaeation  again  proposed 
"That  a  nim  not  ezeeedinff  £0,434^07,  be 
muitad  to  Her  Mtjattj,  to  defrajr  th«  Obarge  of 
tiM  Oenenl  Staf^  ud  RwimenUl  Pay,  AllowaD- 
OH,  and  ChatfM  of  Hat  Hi^jeaty'i  Land  ForoM 
at  Home  and  Abroad  azolouTe  of  India,  wbioh 
irill  oome  in  ooorae  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  Uie  Slst  day  of  Bfarch  1866,  inolu- 

GoLomcL  NORTH,  who  bad  a  Notiee  on 
tbe  paper  to  more— 

"  That  the  present  allovanoe  of  one  ahiDhif  a 
day  hiOTeaae  of  pay  to  lientenanti  of  wren  yens' 
atanding  be  extended  to  all  nibaltams  of  aartn 
years  aerrice  in  the  annyi" 

■aid,  that  hj  the  rules  of  the  serrioe  the 
■OTea  years'  standing  of  a  lieutenant  en- 
titled bim  to  an  additional  ]«.  per  diem  to 
bii  original  pay  <tf  6«.  6d.,  thne  making 
hii  pay  7t.  Gd,  But  if  an  enu^  ahonld  m 
twenty  years  in  that  poritton  it  weold  not 
connt  for  anything  if  he  should  not  beeome 
a  lieutenant.  There  was  one  ensign  who 
had  been  in  the  serrioe  ten  years,  another 
had  serred  nine  years,  and  another  seTen, 
and  there  was  a  total  of  100  eomete  and 
ensigns  who  had  eompleted  their  fifth  year. 
The  ensign  of  ten  years'  standing,  if  made 
a  lieutenant  to-morrow,  would  not  receive 
the  additional  U.  pay  until  after  serring 
■eren  ^ears  as  a  tientenant,  and  he  was 
of  opinion,  considering  the  duties  they  had 
to  perform  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  that 
all  subalterns  ought  te  receiTO  ao  additional 
If.  of  pay  after  a  eerviee  of  lerefa  years. 
The  eanury  fieutenant,  no  matter  how  long 
he  might  have  serred,  never  reeeived  an 
addition  of  pay.  Another  great  erievanoe 
in  respeet  to  ^e  mv*I^  ud  reforraee  to 
the  adjutant'e  pay.  The  adjutant  of  a 
eavalry  regiment  received  11«.  6d.  a  day, 
oot  of  which  he  had  to  purohase  two 
ohargers  and  pay  1«.  5d.  a  day  for  their 
forage.  Thos  be  reeeived  only  10s.  Id.  a 
day.  An  adjotant  of  an  in&ntiy  regiment 
reeeived  3t.  od.  a  day  besides  his  pay  as 
lieatenant,  which  latter  amounted  to  6«.  6d., 
making  a  total  of  lOs.  a  day.  The  adjutant 
of  an  infantry  regiment  also  reeeived  an 
aOowanoe  in  lien  of  forage.  There  were 
other  differences  in  favour  of  tbe  iafantay 
lieatenant,  and  he,  therefore,  hoped  that 
•ome  satiafaetory  eiplaoatlolB  n^g;ht  be 
nven  of  the  difimDoe  in  the  aOownnoes  to 
the  two  dasaee  of  <dBoan.  The  hui.  and 
gallant  Qentlemao  nut  adTortnd  to  the  pay 


of  privates,  which  waa  Is.  a  day,  and  Id.  for 
beer  money,  being  Is.  Id.  in  all,  besides  free 
kits,  trowsen,  and  other  things  on  enlist* 
meet.  From  that  snm  was  taken  at  enee 
8^d.  a  day  for  rationi,  oxtra  meeung  (tea, 
eo&e,  vegetables),  and  washing.  Beer  waa 
to  he  pot  down  at  Id.  These  made  9^  to- 
gether, and  left  the  wMier  3id.  a  day  ont 
of  It.  Id.,  and  oat  of  this  lie  had  to  pay 
for  barrack  damages,  washing  sheete,  bmr 
cutting,  and  keeping  up  hie  kit.  Anethn* 
most  serious  item  was  known  by  the  name 
of  hospital  stoppages,  perfectly  miooos  to 
married  soldiers.  After  the  free  kit  was 
worn  ont  tbe  soldier  had  to  provide  bim- 
sdf  with  fwage-eap,  shell-jackets,  three 
shirts,  rasors,  shoe  and  cloth  brushes,  mits, 
soap,  sponge,  and  havresack.  No  allow- 
ance was  made  far  the  great  increaae  in 
the  price  of  articles  at  the  presmt  day.  In 
1862  the  soldier  paid  for  a  cotton  shirt 
2i.  lOd. ;  in  1863  he  paid  2«.  lid. ;  in 
1864  3f.  2|d.,  and  in  tbe  present  year 
4t.  3^.,  and  yet  there  had  been  no  addi- 
tion to  the  soidier'B  pay.  The  Seeratary 
for  the  Navy  told  the  Hoose  the  other  night 
that  there  bad  been  an  increaae  pf  pay  in 
the  navy  amounting  to  neariy  £250,000. 
The  police  of  London  had  iJso  recMved  a 
considerable  addition  of  pay,  and  tbe  Go- 
vemment  wonid  oommit  a  great  error  if 
they  shut  their  eyes  to  the  fact  that  sooner 
or  later  they  most  increase  the  pay  of  the 
soldier ;  for  tbe  salaries  of  servants,  la- 
bourers, and  of  every  class  were  becoming 
liigher,  A  labourer  in  hts  eoonty  reeeived 
1«.  8d.  a  day,  besides  assistanee,  and  dor- 
ing  harvest  time  the  pay  was  generally 
doubled  and  beer  aUoww.  The  labourer^ 
children  w«e  able  to  go  bird-keeping,  for 
which  they  got  id.  or  od.  a  day.  Bemdes 
all  that,  there  was  seuoely  a  parish  in  the 
eountry  diatriots  in  which  there  was  not  a 
private  charity  from  which,  and  from  their 
garden  plots  and  clubs,  laboorers  received 
relief  of  one  description  or  another  if  they 
bad  large  familiea  and  little  meana.  In  fact, 
when  tbe  eases  of  tite  soldier  and  laboorer 
were  compared,  it  was  impossible  to  say 
that  the  soldier  was  at  all  adegnately  paid. 
He  was  sorry  that  by  tbe  rales  of  tbe  Honse 
he  eonid  not  bring  forward  the  question  ot 
increase  of  pay  to  the  sobaltems  of  the 
army  in  the  shape  of  a  Uotion,  bat,  obn- 
sideriog  the  great  expense  to  whidi  young 
officers  were  pnt,  he  Imped  tite  matter  vonm 
be  taken  into  ooneidemtlon  by  the  proper 
anthorities.  Last  year  a  great  fire  broke 
ont  in  tiie  neighbonrhood  of  AMen^ot,  and 
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oMDpied  there  three  or  fbnr  iAjt.  The 
offieers  applied  for  some  extra  pay  for  the 
•erriee  performed  and  for  the  destraction 
ef  their  elothing.  The  men  received  9d. 
a  day,  irhleh  was  a  most  miserable  sum, 
eonsideridg  the  damage  to  their  rarions 
articles,  bat  no  attention  whatever  was 
paid  to  the  reqaest  of  the  officers. 

Mk.  0*RBILLT  said,  that  in  answer  to 
A  question  which  he  had  put  to  him  on  a 
oeeasion.  the  noble  Harqness  had 
atated  that  he  found  on  Inqoiry  tiiat  no 
ordera  had  been  giren  a  grut  number  of 
jeara  buk  by  the  ■nthoritiei  either  of  the 
Horae  Guards  or  the  Oommander-in*Chief  • 
Department  with  r^ard  to  the  exclasion 
of  tloman  Cathollea  from  any  branch  of 
the  serriee.  He  was  oonrioeed  that  in 
making  that  statement  the  noble  Harqnoss 
made  it  frankly,  sincerely,  and  without  any 
reserration.  Bat  within  twenty-fbur  hours 
afterwards  it  came  to  his  knowledge  that 
while  the  noble  Uarqaess's  statement, 
made  on  the  authority  of  the  officials  of 
those  twooffioes,  was  literally  and  perfectly 
eorreet,  yet  that  soch  orders  bad  beeen  is- 
aned  and  aeted  on  by  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments in  the  army,  withont  the  sanction 
of  the  highest  authority,  distinctly  exclud- 
ing Roman  Gatholies  mm  certain  branehes 
of  the  serriee.  He  would  rather  refrain 
firoB  expressing  hii  sentiments  npon  soch 
ordeiB  thirty-fiTO  years  after  the  Omaneipa- 
fion  of  the  Catholics ;  but  he  trusted  the 
noble  HarqnesB  woald  be  able  to  giro  them 
an  assoranoe  from  the  highest  authorities 
irho  commanded  the  army,  that  adequate 
measures  would  be  taken  to  prevent  such 
orders  being  giren  by  subordinate  officials 
without  the  oonsent  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  or  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Ut.  PERCY  WTNBHAM  said,  ho  rose 
aoeordiug  to  notice,  to  ask  the  Under  Se- 
eretary  of  State  for  War,  whether  it  wonld 
not  facilitate  recruiting  for  the  Army,  if 
appointments  in  the  Cii^l  Serriee  up  to 
tbo  volne  of  35a.  per  week  were  thrown 
open  to  those  soldiers,  who,  after  eighteen 
years'  aertio*  with  good  charaeter,  obese 
to  qualify  AenaelTei  for  the  above  ap- 
pohitmeuti.  He  mutt  observe  that  while 
the  price  of  even  description  of  labour  had 
greatly  increased  within  the  last  few  years, 
the  pay  and  prospecfa  of  the  soldier  re- 
mained precisely  the  same.  That  state  of 
things,  of  cotttso,  operated  adversely  upon 
the  ntemitiog  of  the  army,  a  point  upon 
Vbioh  he  would  not  now  enter,  as  it  had 
Imtdy  been  gone  into  fully.  He  was  quite 
eoDtent  to  Meept  the  adminlon  that  re- 


cruiting was  not  proceeding  as  satisfac- 
torily as  could  be  wished.  But  he  mi^ht 
remark  that  the  army  was  constantly  losing 
the  services  of  its  best  men  after,  com- 
paratively speahing,  a  very  few  years.  With 
regard  to  the  ten  years  men,  when  the 
first  period  under  the  new  Act  expired, 
(here  was  great  apprehension  as  to  so  many 
well-truoM  aoldiers  leaving  the  army.  That 
feeling  was  somewhat  allayed  by  the  dis- 
covery that  a  great  nombw  of  them  re-en- 
listed. But  aoluequent  experience  showed 
thet  it  was  all  the  worst  men  who  had  re- 
enlisted,  wheraaa  ftit  the  best  had  cone, 
and  eesilj  found  employment  elsewhere  | 
so  great  a  value  did  employers  attach  to 
men  who,  to  their  other  qualiSeations^ 
added  that  of  previous  service  with  good 
character  in  the  army.  But  the  case  waa 
still  worse  when  they  came  to  the  non- 
commissioned officers.  He  was  informed 
that  there  was  hardly  a  joang  non-com- 
miisioned  officer  of  about  thirty  who  oould 
not  obtain  a  situation  worth  25$.  per  week ; 
and  consequently  men  of  that  class  were 
very  often  tost  to  the  service,  on  whom  the 
officers  had  so  much  to  depend  for  main- 
tainiog  tlie  disoi{dine  and  efioienoy  of  the 
army.  He  was  anr^  therefore,  the  noble 
Lord  would  i^reo  with  him  that  if  any 
means  oould  be  devised  for  retuning  these 
men  in  tiie  serriee.  It  would  be  most  de- 
sirable to  adopt  them.  He  was  glad  to 
learn  from  the  noble  Lord  the  other  night, 
that  the  Qoremment  had  in  contemplation 
some  mode  of  holding  oat  other  inducements 
to  non-commissioned  officers  besides  the 
remote  chance  of  becoming  quartermasters. 
He  thought  it  would  be  very  advisable  to 
throw  open  to  soldiers  of  eighteen  years' 
good  service,  and  who  ehose  to  qualify 
themselves  for  them,  appointments  in  the 
Oovemmeot  offices  up  to  the  value  of  25*. 
per  week.  He  did  not  wish  to  insinuate 
that  these  appointments  ought  to  be  given 
exclusively  to  aoldiers.  On  the  contrary, 
he  would  hare  soldiers  go  through  the  same 
test  as  other  candidates  for  aueb  aitaationa. 
the  test  might  even  he  heightened  if  it 
was  deemed  expedient;  but  he  said  that 
that  test  once  passed,  then,  cateris  paribus, 
a  soldier  ought  always  to  be  preferred  to  a 
civilian.  As  to  the  fitness  of  soldlera  for 
such  empl(nrments,  he  appealed  to  the  ex- 
perience of  those  who  knew  how  they  dis- 
eharged  the  duties  of  porters,  messengers, 
and  similar  functions.  Supposing  that  they 
had  enlisted  at  between  eighteen  and 
twenty-two,  the  most  usualage,  they 
wonld  not  be  more  l^  jMQ^)(»OIDgt^ 
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wtien  thej  oftme  to  their  new  TOcation — a 
time  of  life  which  Burelj  eoald  not  be  re- 
garded as  too  advanced.  He  wai  aware 
that  there  was  one  obstacle  in  the  waj  of 
the  change  he  suggested  —  namely,  that 
theee  appointments  were  nsuallj  looked 
upon  as  part  of  the  patronage  in  the  gift 
of  the  Goreroment.  There  might,  lie  knew, 
be  some  difficulty  on  the  oto  of  a  general 
eteotion  in  ginog  up  that  patronage  ;  but, 
the  change  once  made,  he  did  not  think  h 
would  afterwards  be  regretted  by  any  one. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Cork  had  spoken 
depreeiatingly  of  this  kind  of  patronage, 
And  said  he  eoald  get  no  one  to  take  the 
places  in  the  Post  Office  sent  to  him  by 
GoTeromeDt  to  dispose  of ;  but,  for  himself, 
he  felt  eODTineed  that  if  appointments  of 
this  kind  were  giren  to  deserving  soldiers 
the  change  would  be  appreciated  by  the 
army,  and  he  trusted  that  the  OoTemment 
would  not  refuse  it  a  trial. 

SiE  HARRY  VBRNBY  believed  that 
the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  sat  down  would  offer  a  great  encou- 
ragement to  the  soldier  to  behave  well. 
He  recollected  an  occasion  when  a  vacancy 
occurred  in  the  portorship  of  Cbelsea  Hos- 
pital, and  the  Governor  asked  the  Paymaster 
General  to  appoint  a  soldier,  but  the  reply 
of  the  latter  was  that  the  place  was  part 
of  his  patnmage,  and  he  gave  it  to  his  own 
batler.  Now,  that  he  thought  was  a  great 
shame,  for  the  men  of  the  army  had  a  just 
elaim  to  such  a  vacancy.  Lora  Llanover, 
when  at  the  head  of  the  Office  of  Works> 
set  an  example  in  this  matter,  for  which  great 
credit,  and  the  thanks  of  all  interested  in  the 
soldier's  welfare,  were  due  to  him.  He  be- 
gan the  system  of  giving  the  offices  in  his 
patronage  to  deserving  old  soldiers;  and 
many  of  the  men  now  employed  as  park* 
keepers,  who  bad  medals  on  their  breasts 
testifying  that  they  had  served  their  country 
well,  oweid  their  appointments  to  that  noble- 
man. That  system  might  beneficially  be 
carried  much  further,  because  there  were 
many  offices  at  the  disposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment which  might  be  perftetly  well  filled  by 
meritoriooa  soldiers  and  sailors.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Uember  opposite  (Colonel 
North)  had  referred  to  the  increaaed  pay 
granted  to  the  navy  to  the  amount  of  a 
quarter  of  a  million ;  and  he  might  also 
have  added  the  advantt^e  given  to  the 
sailor  who  had  his  rations  foond  him, 
and  might  .save  the  whole  of  his  pay, 
whereas  the  soldier  had  to  bear  the  ex- 
pense of  his  own  food.  Uoreover,  with- 
out depreciating  the  .aervioes  of  our 
Mr.  P«rey  Wyndham 


sailors,  the  soldier  was  exposed  to  mnch 
greater  privation,  danger  in  various  forms, 
and  ought  at  least  to  he  treated  as  liberally 
by  his  country.  Uen  who  served  io  the 
army  often  lost  their  health,  and  also  their 
lives,  from  the  entire  wont  of  those  sanitary 
arrangements,  that  good  food,  and  all  those 
comforts  which  Uie  sailors  of  the  navy  gene- 
rally carried  about  with  them,  wherever 
their  ships  went.  He  wished  to  direct  the 
noble  Lord's  attmtion  to  the  leave  of  ab- 
sence  of  officers  of  the  Indian  army.  As 
soon  as  an  officer  put  his  foot  on  board  9 
ship  for  England  he  lost  his  Indian  pay. 
It  was  natural  that  when  the  voyage  home 
occupied  two  or  three  months  an  Indian 
officer  should  be  debarred  from  coming 
home,  but  why  should  this  regulation  exist 
when  he  would  spend  three  or  four  months 
with  his  friends  upon  a  six  months'  leave  ? 
The  revocation  of  this  prohibition  would  be 
felt  as  an  enormoas  boon  by  officers  serv- 
ing in  India.  In  bis  opinion  neither  offi- 
cers nor.  men  should  be  kept  in  unhealthy 
climates  more  than  seven  or  eight  years. 
Bven  if  it  were  necessary  to  retain  a  regi- 
ment in  India  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  the 
individual  soldiers  should  he  allowed  to 
come  home  00  six  months*  leave  in  seven 
or  eight  yem.  It  was  said  that  transports 
were  to  be  bnilt  by  the  Government  for  the 
conveyance  of  troops,  and  he  did  not  know 
why  the  navy  should  o^eet  to  have  a  fev 
soldiers  on  board  a  Queen's  ship.  He 
wished  also  to  point  out  the  practice  that 
existed  in  India  of  delaying  to  pay  soldiers 
according  to  their  rank.  The  commanding 
officer  of  a  regiment  in  India  had  lately 
found  it  necessary  to  appoint  ten  acting 
sergeants,  yet  they  would  not  be  paid  as 
sergeants  until  the  discharge  of  the  others 
was  notified  to  the  authorities  at  home.  If 
a  soldier  were  promoted  to  be  corporal  or 
sergeant,  and  did  the  duty,  why  should  he 
not  receive  the  pay  at  once  without  waiting 
for  the  noUfication  of  the  discharge  of  his 
predecessor  at  home,  often  six  or  eight 
months  f 

CoLOHSL  DUNNB  said,  that  be  entirely 
wreed  with  his  hon.  Friend  (Colonel 
North)  in  the  remarks  he  had  made.  He 
was  glad  to  see  two  or  three  redactions 
in  the  Vote,  which  had  all  been  from  time 
to  time  recommended  by  that  (the  Opposi- 
tion) side  of  the  House.  The  rednetioa 
of  the  depot  battalions,  for  example,  must 
be  gratifying  to  every  soldier.    He  was 

?;lad  likewise  to  see  that  the  Estimates 
or  the  movement  of  troops  was  reduced 
Ibis  year  from  £70,000  to  £50.000. 
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Brerj  milittty  man  who  looked  at  the 
ooDditioQ  of  the  soldier  and  the  little  in- 
daoement  held  oat  to  recruiting  felt  ap- 
prehensive with  respect  both  to  the  number 
and  qnality  of  oar  reemits.  It  was  only 
in  the  War  Office  that  no  anzietj  existed. 
He  had  reoentlf  an  opportuaitj  of  learn- 
ing the  opinion  of  msny  officers  on  this 
subject,  and  be  believed  that  apprehension 
with  regard  to  the  future  prospects  of 
the  aerviee  were  entertained  everywhere 
except  at  the  War  Office.  It  might  not 
be  poiaible  to  give  a  large  iocreaae  <rf 
pay  to  our  soldiera,  bat  there  wwe  manj 
eeoDomieal  reforms  that  would  cost  little, 

Jet  would  do  a  ^reat  deal  of  good,  by 
aiding  oat  additioul  advantages  to  those 
who  wished  to  enter  the  aerriee.  The 
Ooveniment.  for  instanee,  from  a  mistaken 
economy,  withheld  from  the  non-com- 
missioned officer  the  good  condoot  pay. 
which!  as  his  service  inoreaaed.  was  granted 
to  the  private,  while  it  substituted  a  com- 
muted allowance  of  2d.  a  day  additional 
to  the  former  pay  of  non-commissioned 
officers.  The  latter  might  receive  an  ad- 
dition of  5d.  per  day  to  bis  pay  if  he  re- 
mained long  enough  in  the  army ;  and 
why,  he  would  ask,  should  the  non>com- 
misaioDed  officer  be  restricted  to  a  oom- 
muted  allowance  of  2d.  a  day,  and  not 
reerive  the  additions  whieb  he  merited  by 
service  and  good  eondoet  ?  In  foot,  it  was  a 
premiam  to  good  men  not  to  heeome  non- 
•omminioDed  officers,  while  it  was  the 
obvious  advantage  to  the  service  to  hold 
out  aneh  advantages  that  every  soldier 
should  strive  for  promotion.  He  believed 
the  whole  snm  saved  in  this  way  was 
not  more  than  £25,000  a  year.  Every 
soldier  vras  aware  of  the  difficulty  of 
inducing  the  ten  years*  men  to  re-enlist. 
He  would  add  his  voioe  to  those  who 
recommended  that  a  soldier  should  receive 
a  higher  rate  of  pay  during  bis  second 
period  of  earioe.  If  the  War  Office 
wonld  take  a  few  general  offieere  and 
commanding  officer  of  regiments,  and 
be  guided  by  the  advice  of  a  Board  so 
formed,  means  weald  be  fomid  and  ang- 
gested  by  ezperienoed  mmi,  whieh  enabled 
the  eonatry  to  obtain  the  aervioe  <tf  these 
men  witboot  any  large  addition  to  the  Ba- 
timates.  He  was  informed  that  for  a  sum 
of  jSIO  many  of  the  cavalij  sddiers  now 
in  India  and  entitled  to  their  discharge 
eonld  be  retained  in  the  service.  For  want 
of  this  outlay  the  oonntry  was  nut  to  the 
expense  of  £26  passage-money  liome,  aod 
an  aqnal  warn  far  puuge  out,  oa  hii  relani, 


if  he  enlisted  In  England.  The  soldier 
oame  to  England,  received  bounty-money, 
and  re-enlisted  in  a  regiment  for  India. 
Thus,  rather  than  pay  £10  in  India,  the  6o- 
vemmont  thus  incnrriad  an  eipense  of  £52, 
besides  the  bonnty-^noney.  He  observed 
that  while  those  serious  questions  affecting 
the  recruiting  of  the  army  were  neglected, 
instructions  were  issued  from  the  War 
Office  on  the  most  trivial  sntgeets,  as  for 
the  doe  transfer  of  keleidoseopes  and 
magic-lantern  slides  from  one  regiment 
to  another.  These  were  puerilities  that 
pvooeeded  from  cirilianB,  and  not  soldiers. 
He  regretted  to  say,  and  it  was  well  known 
tiiat  one  eause  of  the  diffienlty  of  procuring 
men  was  the  unfair  practiees  that  prevailed 
in  granting  pensions  to  soldiers — every  eva- 
sion was  practised  in  regard  to  the  pay- 
ment of  pensions.  It  was  with  a  feeling  of 
disgust  that  he  read  the  other  day  in  one 
of  Uie  newspapers  of  a  poor  man — Corporal 
Hackett — who  had  committed  snioide.  He 
had  been  corporal  in  the  60lh  regiment, 
and  had  two  clasps,  and  had  recently  been 
discharged.  His  conduct  had  been  so 
meritorious  that  he  had  been  by  his  offi- 
cers, recommended  to  a  Colonel  Beresford 
(a  Colonel  of  Volunteers  he  believed),  who . 
had  obtained  for  him  some  employment 
at  a  wharf.  He  had  eootraoted  bad  health 
in  India,  and  a  pension  had  been  giren 
him  of  only  Id.  a  day,  and,  to  mue  it 
wwse,  that  was  only  a  pennmi  for  three 
years.  Of  eonne  he  could  not  say  that 
the  smallness  of  the  penrioo  caused  his 
death  by  Indncing  him  to  commit  suicide, 
but  he  must  have  felt  the  injustice  with 
which  he  was  treated,  and  every  man  in 
the  House  must  condemn  it.  He  (Colonel 
'  Dunne)  knew  a  man  who  had  been  in  the 
West  Indies  with  the  19th  regiment,  and 
came  home  with  heart  disease  ;  yet  he 
only  had  a  small  peusion  for  a  year,  and 
eonsequently  was  forced  to  go  to  work,  and 
he  dropped  down  dead.  He  also  knew  a 
man  who  was  twice  wounded  in  the  Crimea, 
and  who  got  bronchitis  ;  but  he  waa  re- 
fused a  pennon  upon  the  ground  that  be  had 
the  seeds  of  the  disease  when  he  enlisted. 
He  had  heard  of  a  man  who  had  a  good 
eharacter,  and  who  had  been  wounded, 
getting  one  of  these  temporary  pensions, 
and  afterwards  walking  about  the  streets 
of  Limerick  where  he  acted,  as  stated  by 
a  gallant  Friend  opposite,  as  a  warning  to 
people  not  to  enlist.  A  sum  of  £4,400 
was  granted  yearly  for  rewards  for  good 
oonduet,  but  the  £400,  which  wm  not 
drawn  in  oonseqneni^^t^^^^ 
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MnyMiif  in  Inland  wu  pud  there,  vu 
dispwed  m  he  knew  not  how,  hot  at  leait 
wn  not  expended  in  rewards  to  the  armj 
at  borne  or  in  the  Coloaiea*  althoqgh  ae- 
inaXlj  Toted  for  that  poippw.  Surdj 
this  is  a  paltry  and.  iiyaaieioiu  MTing, 
ior  sneh  things  acted  powerfnlljr  npi» 
•oldiers.    .  He  was  qaite  eertdn  tni^ 
would  get  reomits  if  tiiey  woald  odIj  keep 
faith  with  the  soldier.    The  hon.  Hemhev 
for  Cumberland  had  made  a  saegestian. 
which  he  hoped  would  be  oarriea  out  as 
far  as  possible.    The  late  Secretary  of 
State  f6r  War  had  paid  great  attention 
to  the  health  of  the  army  ;  but  what  was 
the  present  state  of  things?  Not  long 
ago  in  Bennnda  yell  wfe  er  broken  t. 
It  had  done  so  in  1853,  and  tbea  oertaie 
reeommendatioas  of  a  sanitary  kind  were 
wade ;  but  on  tbe  second  fisitatiou  it  was 
Isnnd  that  not  one  of  the  precautions 
neeesaary  bad  been  earned  into  effeet. 
Th«  bo^td  was  perfectly  unfit  for  the 
leoeption  (tf  the  troops.   The  preoantioas 
reeooDBMnded  woald  wire  saved  the  troopa; 
hut  the  sanitary  condition  of  Bermuda 
waa  just  as  bad  as  its  defence.  He  obswred 
a  Vote  for  the  payment  of  a  person  to  revise 
tbe  mass  of  orders  and  r^olstions  issued 
at  wrioas  times  to  our  army,  and  he  thoaght 
it  very  important  that  the  Code  of  Military 
regttlatioas  should  be  digested  and  oUared 
of  all  eootradictory  orders  from  the  time 
of  William  III.  downwards,  so  that  there 
ahonld  be  bat  one  code  of  military  law  t 
haA  he  did  not  understand  why  that  duty 
ahould  have  been  iutmsted  to  a  gentle- 
man who.  certainly,  was  a  my  attoccssful 
aoTclist,  hut  fit  whose  biuinees  qnaUUes 
tbe  only  proof  affiirded  was  that  be  had 
been  secreftary  to  some  assoriation  of 
needlaworkera.   He  thought  the  matter 
shcnld  bare  been  intrusted  to  military 
men,  a  Board  for  the  purpose  should  hare 
been  formed  of  offiom  thoroughly  eon- 
rersant  with  the  details  of  tbe  serriee.  of 
ezperieoced  clerks  from  tbe  different  War 
Departments,  and  ^  army  agents.  These 
rwalaticns  cuspnsed  details  en  every  pos- 
siUe  aahject^  iron  the  pay  of  aseldierto  the 
conduct  of  troops  en  board  shipt  and  to  those 
of  the  army  in  the  field,  no  civilian  could 
even  uttderstend  diem;  and  tbe  appoint- 
ment shoold  have  been  made  for  the  ad- 
rantMa  of  the  piri^  serriee,  and  not 
tmt  IM  purpose  of  jobbery.  Effloienoy 
be  held,  as  regarded  the  army,  was  much 
better  than  mere  money;  but  whet  money 
was  granted  by  Parliament  should  he  well 
^^pUcdk 


Uk.  pollard -URQUHABT  said, 
tbat  he  could  corroborate  the  statensent 
which  bad  been  made  as  to  tbe  ineon- 
venience  suffered  by  officers  frvm  India 
in  not  h^ng  allowed  to  land  at  Constant 
tiuople  for  fear  of  infrinipng  the  reg«> 
lations.  He  hoped  the  arrangements 
would  be  revised  with  a  view  of  securing 
greater  comfort.  He  thought  what  had 
been  said  by  his  hon.  and  gallant  Frieod 
behind  bim  (Sir  Harry  Vemej)  well 
entitled  to  tbe  attentioa  of  Uie  War 
Office.  He  alio  hoped  the  Govemmeat 
would  favourably  consider  tbe  suggestions 
wbich  had  been  made  for  a  slight  in- 
crease in  the  pay  of  subalteros  after  a 
ocrtsin  number  of  years'  service. 

OoLOKK,  STKBS  said,  that  he  thought 
the  noble  Lord  the  Under  Seoetaiy  fiw 
War  must  have  a  very  good  memory,  or 
must  be  very  earful  in  his  note-tsking. 
to  he  able  to  reeoUeet  all  the  qnestifna 
wlueh  were  asked  of  him,  aad  he  sug- 
gested that  qeestions  sbooU  not  he  cumu- 
lative, hot  each  he  answered  as  it  was  put. 
He  was  net  quite  sure,  tbat  tbe  noble  Lord 
had  answered  two  questions  he  had  for- 
SMrly  put  to  him — first,  in  reference  to 
the  baUnee  of  £533,433  of  extra  re- 
ceipts tbat  ought  to  be  deducted  from 
the  general  Estimate  of  the  year;  aad 
secondly,  with  regard  to  the  proportiM 
of  officers  to  men  in  we^  aa  well  as 
in  strong  regiments,  and  whether  in  Hm 
reduction  of  men,  a  ratio  ought  net 
to  he  preserved  in  putting  o£^rs  on 
half  pay.  He  thoujriit  the  pay  of  sub- 
altern offism  insofideat.  Ualesa  aa 
officer  had  neana  <tf  his  own  be  eoald 
not  tunport  himeelf  with  tbat  reapeela- 
bility  uat  every  oSeer  in  the  army  waa 
expected  to  anstaio.  The  pay  of  offi- 
cera  in  the  British  army  was,  indeed, 
bigber  than  tbat  of  officers  in  the  French 
army;  but  in  Uiis  oouatry  everyUiing 
was  higher  in  price.  It  was  very  desi- 
rable with  respect  to  filling  up  vacaaciea 
in  the  European  troops  in  India  tbat  a 
considerable  amount  of  bounty  money 
should  be  paid  as  nn  indaeement  to  ro- 
eolist  rather  than  allow  acclimaliaed  men 
to  leeve  the  army.  Snob  men  eould  g« 
through  another  ten  yean  of  aerriee  vigo- 
ronsly. 

Tu  HAB«wa  OF  HARTINaTON 
ssid,  the  answer  whieb  it  had  heu  sug- 
gested that  he  should  give  to  tiie  observa- 
tions of  tbe  h<».  and  gallant  Uember  for 
Oalordsbire  (Colonel  North)— namely,  that 
th»  ■Uowuoa  «•  effioara  vtmtm^ymn* 
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■taadinf  hi  the  infkntry  bat  not  in  the 
Mvalr;  fumed  part  of  a  ayetem  for  which 
it  woold  b«  difflonlt  to  giro  any  other 
reMon  th»n  that  it  had  always  existed, 
was  not  eiaotly  the  reply  whiofa  he  was 
aboat  to  make.  He  found  that  the  pay 
both  of  infantry  and  earalry  soldiers  nad 
reoetred  snoeessiTe  modi6eationa  since 
1797>  Originally  the  pay  of  earalry 
sftMiers  was  eonsldwably  higher,  but  in 
1806  Tarions  alteratioiu  were  made  with 
a  Tiew  of  anre  nearly  aammilating  the 
pay  of  both  bmDohee  of  the  aerrioe.  and 
allowaneee  were  made  to  Infantry  offieers 
inelading  the  Is.  per  day  to  lieutenants  of 
more  than  aeren  years'  standing,  which 
were  deliberately  withheld  from  the  ea- 
ralry. There  was  obTioualy  some  diffl- 
onhy  in  answering  the  appeal  the  hoa. 
and  gallant  Member,  beeaose  it  was  im- 
possible to  contend  that  the  rate  of  ^ ay 
rectired  by  subalterns  in  the  British  army 
was  liberal.  Still,  it  most  be  reoolleeted 
that  there  were  few,  if  any,  proCsarions  in 
which  a  young  man  was  able  to  make  a 
good  lirnig,  and  that  there  were  other 
thioga,  swh  as  aoekl  position,  exoHement, 
proepecti  of  bonoar  and  distinction,  whieh, 
irrespeiHiTe  of  pay,  made  the  pontion  of  an 
oAeor  gfoatly  songbt  after,  ue  should  be 
Tovy  mwilling  to  lay  too  mneh  streta  on 
the  argonent  he  was  abont  to  use,  knowing 
that  officers  were  attracted  to  the  army  by 
motires  much  higher  than  those  of  pay, 
hot  still  it  oonld  not  be  denied  that  any 
Govemment  would  1a^  itself  open  to  very 
aetere  obserration  which  proposed  to  raise 
the  pay  of  offieers  at  a  time  when  the  sup- 
ply of  good  officers  was  quite  equ%l  to  all 
the  requirements  of  the  serriee.  It  waa 
■eareely  worth  while,  he  thought,  to  dia- 
cnaa  the  minute  tKfferences  of  pay  between 
Tarmns  bnutehea  of  the  aert iee,  bearing  in 
mind  that  when  alterations  were  recently 
made  in  the  cavalry,  tfaeie  alterationa 
tended  oei  to  the  improvement  of  pay, 
bnt  to  the  redootion  of  the  priee  of  oom- 
miastons,  by  whieh  means,  as  Lord  Her- 
bert anticipated,  a  olass  of  men  with 
moderate  means,  who  before  had  been 
deterred  by  the  expensire  mode  of  living 
kept  up  in  the  earalry,  were  attracted 
to  that  serriee,  and  no  difficulty  was  now 
felt  in  obti^iDg  a  supply  of  exoellent 
officers  for  the  earalry  any  more  than 
for  the  infiwtry  regimenta.  It  most  be 
remembered  that  if  some  ranks  in  the 
earalry  did  net  enjoy  allowances  which 
wer«  gramtod  to  tb»  infantry,  they  pos- 
seated  womtt  KWpwrtiBg  adTaiilige  is 


the  faot  that  promotien,  generally  speak- 
ing, was  qaieker  in  the  cavalry.  So 
with  the  adjutant.  In  the  earalry.  un- 
like the  infantry,  he  waa  not  forced  to 
harden  himself  with  extra  expense  in 
obtaining  his  rank,  being  entitled  to  keep 
two  horses  in  rirtue  of  the  oommisslona 
preriously  held  by  htm.  As  to  the  ob- 
serrations  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Oum- 
beriand  (Mr.  Percy  Wyndham),  he  had 
stated  the  other  night  trbat  it  waa  the 
wiah  «id  intention  of  tiie  War  Depart- 
ment to  do  with  regard  to  the  euplciy* 
raent  ^  pensioners  and  nonHtommissioned 
offiwera.  They  had  already  introduced  a 
considerable  number  of  them  into  their 
own  office,  but  the  ehange  was  one 
which  must  be  carried  out  rery  gra- 
dually. Some  of  these  new  clerks  had 
been  emfdoyed  to  some  extent  in  the 
civil  branches  of  the  War  Department, 
and,  as  fsr  as  the  experiment  bad  been 
tried,  he  beliered  it  had  worked  very 
sneeessfully.  It  was  the  wish  of  the 
Deimrtment  to  employ  as  many  men  as 
pOBsible  belonging  to  the  army,  with  a 
riew  not  only  of  encoamging  a  most  de- 
serriog  elaat  of  non-eommiauoned  offi- 
eers, bat  also  beeaoMe  if  was  believed 
that  it  would  be  mere  eeonemioal  to  em- 
ploy them  than  a  number  of  highly  peid 
esteblisfaraeot  eierks.  The  experiment 
would  be  fairly  tried,  bat  he  could  not 
promise  the  House  that  any  great  num- 
ber would  be  mddenly  appointed.  It 
would  giro  his  noble  Friend  (Earl  de 
Qrey  and  Ripon)  and  himself  great  plea- 
sure if  other  public  offices  conid  be  in- 
duced to  fottow  the  example  of  the  War 
Office,  and  employ  military  men;  bnt  it 
was  hardly  a  matter  upon  which  any 
pressure  couM  be  exercised,  because, 
however  desirable  it  might  be  to  employ 
aoWen  in  inek  pesitiona,  there  were,  m 
eonrae,  a  great  many  other  persona  de- 
serving of  employment,  and  no  general 
mle  eeald  be  laM  down  on  the  aaUeet. 
At  the  War  Offiee  and  at  the  Horse 
Quards  he  had  already  stated  that,  as 
far  as  was  consistent  with  the  interests  of 
the  pubtie  service,  a  preference  would  be 
given  to  military  eandidates.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Buekiogham  (Sir  Hafry 
Verney)  had  referred^  to  several  points 
conoegted  vrtth  the  army  in  India,  es- 
peeially  ae  regarded  leave  of  abaenee. 
Those  observations  oa^ht  properly  to  be 
addressed  to  the  India  Offioe,  beeanae 
directly  a  regiment  reached  India  the 
War  iDeputOMiit,  «■  fiw  at,  flnancial 
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matten  were  coneeniecl,  ceased  to  hare 
anything  to  do  with  it.  The  hon.  aod 
gallabt  Ifember  for  Queen's  County 
(Colonel  Dunne)  stated  that  monqr  woald 
be  saved  if  soldiers  conld  be  indnoed  to 
re-eolist  out  there  by  the  offer  of  a  higher 
bounty.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  rery 
high  rate  of  bounty  was  offered  both  in 
India  and  the  colonies  to  Boldiers  about 
to  return  home,  with  a  riew  of  inducing 
them  to  re-enlist  out  there.  It  was  quite 
possible  that  the  offer  of  a  still  higher 
rate  of  bounty  might  induce  men  to  re- 
eolist  in  greater  numbers,  but  on  this 
point  the  Indian  Gorernment  must  be 
assumed  to  be  the  beat  judges.  For 
the  granting  of  pensions,  the  War  De- 

Sartment  was  in  no  way  responsible.  That 
ntj,  he  thought  wisely,  had  been  aeparated 
from  the  administration  of  the  army,  and 
intrusted  to  the  Chelsea  Commissioners, 
who  aoted  independently  of  any  QoTemment 
<Hr  Government  Department,  their  busi- 
ness being  simply  to  interpret  the  different 
warrants  under  which  pensions  were  grant- 
ed ;  and,  as  far  as  be  was  aware,  tbey  did 
60  in  a  £air.  if  not  a  liberal  spirit.  The 
gravest  assertion  which  he  had  heard  made 
that  evening  was  the  one  made  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  (Colonel  Dunne), 
— namely,  that  in  spite  of  the  severe  yet- 
low  fever  whioh  at  one  time  raged  at  Ber- 
muda, no  precautions  had  been  taken  to 
guard  against  its  return.  He  was  quite 
aware  of  the  fact  that  yellow  fever  bad 
^{un  broken  oat|  but  he  heard  for  tiie  first 
time  that  it  was  in  oonaeqnenee  of  the 
negleet  of  pn»er  precantions. 

CoLOMBL  DuNNB,  in  eiplanation,  said, 
that  it  was  not  "  in  oonsequenoe  "  of  the 
neglect  of  preeautioos,  but  because  the 
precautions  taken  were  insufficient. 

The  Mabucbss  of  HABTINGTON 
said,  he  had  never  heard  before  that  any 

C cautions  recommended  at  Bermuda  had 
n  neglected,  and  hoped  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  would  point  out  any 
ahortoomings  which  there  might  have  been 
in  this  respect.  For,  however  anxious  the 
late  Lord  Herbert  might  have  been  on 
the  subject,  bis  noble  Friend  now  at  the 
head  of  the  War  Department  would  yield 
to  none  in  his  anxiety  to  enforoe  sanitary 
regulations  in  the  widest  aense.  With  re* 
gard  to  the  appmntment  of  a  gentleman 
n>r  revising  the  military  regulations  to 
which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
(Colonel  Dunne)  had  referred,  the  only 
regulations  now  under  revision  were  those 
referring  to  the  finances  of  the  War  OfiSoe, 


which  related  to  the  pay  vt  the  army,  and 
were  to  be  found  in  warrants  which  had 
been  issued  during  a  great  many  years. 
These  had  formed  eo  oomplieated  a  mass 
of  instraeUons  and  regulations  as  to  be 
almost  unintelligible  to  anybody  bat  the 
clerks  in  the  -War  Office  who  had  spent 
their  lives  in  the  study  of  them.  It  seemed 
to  the  Government  that  the  great  objeot 
to  be  attained  was  to  put  these  regnktiona 
into  the  simplest  form,  in  order  to  avoid, 
as  far  as  possible,  any  mistakes  or  mis* 
interpretations  which  might  be  made  in 
reading  them,  and  the  Government  thought 
tliat  no  person  was  so  likely  to  put  these 
instraotions  into  an  intelligible  form  as  a 
gentleman  of  legal  education.  The  bon. 
and  gallant  Member  (Colonel  Dunne)  said 
the  appointment  ought  to  have  been  given 
to  an  officer,  but  the  edneation  of  an  offi- 
cer, of  all  peraooi  in  the  world,  would  the 
least  fit  him  for  sneh  a  task.  The  duties 
of  an  officer  oonsisted  of  superintending  his 
regiment  and  in  studying  military  affairs, 
and  were  not  connected  with  the  payments 
and  allowances  to  the  army.  It  might  be 
said  that  there  were  many  clerks  in 
the  War  Office  competent  for  the  task. 
There  were  many  clerks  in  the.  War 
Office  who  could  make  the  regulations 
intelligible  to  those  who  knew  the  objects, 
but  the  desire  was  to  make  them  int^li- 
gible  to  anyone  who  took  op  the  book» 
and  to  enable  the  military  man  at  once  to 
see  what  allowances  he  was  entiUed  to,  if  • 
any.  That  seemed  to  him  (the  noble  Mar- 
quess) a  task  that  eonld  be  performed  by 
no  one  but  an  intelligent  and  able  law^eri 
who.  from  his  edneation  and  previous 
training,  was  the  fittest  person  to  codify 
them.  At  least,  it  would  be  performed 
better  by  such  a  person  than  either  an  offi- 
cer or  a  clerk  at  the  War  Office.  The 
codified  regulations  had  not  yet  been  pub- 
lished, but  be  was  in  hopes  that  when  they 
were  it  would  be  seen  that  the  appointment 
which  bad  been  made  was  not  a  bad  one.  and 
that  the  regulations  would  prove  of  great 
convenience  to  the  army,  as  well  as  be  the 
means  by  which  a  great  amount  of  labour 
would  be  saved  in  the  War  Office.  It  had 
been  stated  that  this  was  a -permanent  ap- 
pointment* bnt  he  (the  noble  Marquess) 
need  scarcely  assure  the  House  that  that 
was  not  the  fact.  Mr.  Hughes  had  been 
employed  as  any  lawyer  might  be,  for  a 
particular  undertaking,  and  when  tbe  work 
was  completed  his  duties  would  cease  at 
the  War  Office.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Aberdeen  (Colonel  Sykea)  had 
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■teted  thftk  be  had  not  aoiwered  the  qnei- 

tioa  jwt  to  him  the  other  nifiht  as  to  ■ 
eertoiD  Awrepaney  in  the  Ettimatea.  The 
Btetenwnte  in  the  Bstimates  showed  onl; 
thoee  ennu  whieh  pasted  into  the  Bsehe- 
qner  thrangh  the  book*  of  the  War  Office, 
and  the  eafHtation  grant  iras  paid  direet 
to  the  Bxehequer,  and  therefore  both  sums 
did  not  appear  In  the  aeeonnt  siren  in  the 
Estimates.  With  regard  to  the  rednetion 
of  officers  which  an  lion.  Member  had  re- 
ferred to,  the  Goremmont  did  not  think  it 
desirable  to  make  any  reduction.  In  re- 
ference to  the  question  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Longford  (Mr.  O'Reilly),  he  oonld  only 
repeat  the  answer  whieh  be  gare  the  other 
night,  and  which,  to  the  best  of  his  in- 
formattoo,  was  perfectly  correct.  No  or- 
ders were  erer  giren  from  tiie  War  Offioe 
or  the  Horse  Gnards  limiting  the  recraiting 
for  the  Kajal  Artillery  to  any  class  of 
Her  Majesty's  sabjeots  throaghout  the 
eoantry.  If  the  bon.  Member  would  put 
him  in  possesaioa  of  the  faeto  whieh  had 
come  to  bis  knowledge,  he  (the  noUe  Uar- 
qneas)  shoold  think  it  his  doty  to  institnto 
an  immediate  inquiry,  in  order  to  ascertain 
who  had  taken  upon  himself  a  responsi- 
Inlity  whieh  he  was  net  warranted  in  doing 
by  any  order  from  the  War  Offioe. 
tloLOVBL  DUMNB  said,  the  di6erentfinan< 
oial  allowances  were  known  to  all  the  offi- 
cers. He  gave  credit  to  the  noble  Lord  for 
simplifying  the  regulations,  but  not  for  the 
choice  of  the  person  to  perform  the  task. 
A  lawyer  did  not  know  so  much  of  militory 
finance  as  a  olerk  in  the  War  Offioe,  or  as 
an  officer  who  spent  half  his  life  in  study- 
ing the  matter.  He  would  ask  the  noble 
Lord  whether  there  had  been  any  recent 
order  by  wbiob  acyntants  of  infiuiUy  were 
to  be  also  instroetort  of  musketry  in  ca- 
valnr,  and  that  withont  any  additional  pay  f 
Mb.  0*RBlLLYsaid,ttieeirsomstanees 
to  which  he  had  iJladed  were  simply  Uiese. 
In  1855  the  Earl  of  Donoughmwe  com- 
manded a  regiment  of  Tipperary  Artillery 
(tfaeBarl  himself  was  his  authority  for  the 
statement),  and  it  would  be  in  the  recolleo* 
tion  of  many  present  that  that  regiment 
was  remarkable  for  the  good  oonduot  of  the 
men — to  much  so  that  at  one  period  it  was 
contemplated  to  enrol  the  whole  regiment 
as  a  body  of  the  Royal  Artillery.  That 
proposal  first  met  with  the  approbation  of 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  but  it  was  thought  there  would  be 
a  difficulty  m  getting  the  officers  to  go 
along  with  the  men.  It  would  be  seen, 
htnwnt,  tint  thece  wen  other  moliTea  at 


work.  In  1855  the  officer  charged  in  Ire- 
land with  the  duty  of  aoperintending  the 
whole  recruiting  for  the  Rojal  Artillery 
came  to  the  head-quarters  of  the  Tipp«rary 
regiment  to  hw  for  reerulte  for  the  Royal 
Artillery  ;  hut  baring  learnt  in  a  eonfersa- 
tion  with  the  noble  Earl  in  command  that 
the  regiment  consisted  almost  entirely  of 
Roman  Catholics,  the  recruiting  officer  said 
he  was  rery  much  surprised  that  he  should 
be  sent  to  ask  for  recruits  from  that  regi- 
ment, as  he  bad  strict  orders  from  the 
officers  in  command  of  the  Royal  Artillery 
not  to  take  a  larger  proportion  of  Roman 
Catholic  recruits  than  one  in  six,  and  he 
was  conseqnenily  erery  day  rejecting  eligi- 
ble recruite.  Earl  Donoughmore  was  stmck 
with  such  a  monstrous  statement,  and  his 
first  exclamation  was  that  If  that  were  the 
ease  he  did  not  think  he  would  be  justified 
in  allowing  bis  men  to  rolonteer  for  the 
Royal  ArUllery,  unless  they  did  it  with  the 
knowledge  of  thb  eireomstuiee.  Owing 
to  the  remonstrance  of  the  offioer,  how- 
erer,  and  the  anxiety  to  get  rolnnteers, 
the  noble  Earl,  actuated  b;  a  patriotism 
which  did  him  honour,  especially  when  con- 
trasted with  the  seeterian  bigotry  of  the 
Royal  Artillery  authorities,  thought  the 
crisis  of  a  great  war  was  not  the  moment 
for  discussing  such  differences  as  these, 
and  he  reserred  to  himself  the  right  of 
bringing  this  matter  forward  at  a  later 
period,  and  at  the  same  time  took  the  pre* 
caution  that  if  his  men  Tolonteered  into 
the  Royal  Artillery  they  should  be  kept 
together  and  treated  in  such  a  way  ^at 
their  religion  would  not  be  greaUy  in- 
terfered with  by  the  rules  of  the  army. 
The  noble  Bail  allowed  the  volunteering 
to  go  on,  and  a  rei^  eonuderable  number 
were  enrolled  in  the  Boyal  Artillery.  He 
was  in  a  position,  if  neoeasary,  to  give 
the  name  of  the  officer  who  made  this 
stotoment.  He  thought  these  facte  clearly 
proTod  what  he  had  steted— that  such  orders 
were  giren  and  acted  upon.  And  if  these 
orders  were  not  giren  by  the  authorities 
commanding  the  Boyal  Artillery,  he  thought 
the  House  would  feel,  and  the  country 
would  feel,  that  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary they  should  know  on  whose  responsi- 
bility such  orders  were  given,  and  whether 
the;  could  be  given  and  aoteil  npon  again. 
Another  reason  wliioh  indueed  the  Earl 
of  Donoughmore  not  to  bring  the  subject 
forward  at  the  time  was  that  he  felt,  and 
natorally  so,  that  the  professional  prospeeto 
of  the  offioer  who  made  the  statement  might 
be  ii^arod.  He  night  aIn  itato  that  die 

Digitized  by  V^OOglC 


1971.        ai9fh--^y  fCOMUONS)  ^MMw.  19T9. 


Nune  priiiriplAWW  utod  upon  in  the  Kojal 
ArtUleij  to  the  preseat  daj,  m  wu  ahowa 
by  tba  bet  Ui»t  in  nrfnntMrvg  «  ■hart 
time  ego  frem  tlM  Foot  to  the  Boyal  Hone 
Artillery  ell  the  Tolunteen  who  vera 
Roman  Cetlwlioe  wwa  rqeMed.  That 
suoh  was  the  oau  he  was  ready  to  prove, 
and  to  laeDtioD  time  and  plaee  if  neoessary, 
lb  was  very  eurious  to  traee  the  origin  of 
that  peculiar  prejudice  in  the  artillery  ser- 
vioe.  He  had  been  told  that  long  ago- 
prior  to  the  period  of  Boman  Catholie 
emaneipatioiv— the  idea  was  that  although 
Catheties  were  admitted  to  the  serriee  they 
shoald  not  he  admitted  to  rifle  eorpa. 
There  were  then  only  two  corps  armed 
with  the  rifle,  the  58ui  re^ment  and  the 
Rifle  Brigado ;  and  possibly  it  was  thought 
that  if  air  the  Roman  Oatholies  tnmed  out. 
armed  only  with  aaooth*bores,  the  rifle 
r^pments  mwht  be  able  to  pot  them  down. 
In  the  year  1858,  when  «rarj  ragiment  io 
the  serriee  was  armed  with  the  rifle*  that 
raligiouB  ttzeluBiTenesa  was  in  force  to  a 
couuderaUe  extent  with  regard  to  what 
were  still  called  rifle  eorps.  He  would, 
he  might  add.  refrain  from  making  any 
comments  on  the  facts  whieh  he  had  stated. 
He  could  scarcely  trust  himself  to  do  so. 
He  hardly  knew  how  to  characterize  a 
course  <A  prooeeding  whieh,  thirty  years 
after  the  passing  of  theEmanoipation  Act, 
bad  for  its  object  the  exdnsion  of  any 
class  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  from  Her 
Itajeily's  serriee.  Enaoeipation  had  freed 
the  higher  t^ses  of  Roman  Cath(dios  from 
aJouMt  all  the  disabiliUes  under  whioh  ^ey 
laboured,  and  he  had  yet  to  learn  that  it 
would  be  regarded  by  that  House  as  sound 
policy  to  shut  out  th«r  poorer  feflow-couu- 
tryffien  from  the  objects  of  an  honourable 
ambition.  He,  however,  estertained  the 
utmost  confidence  that  the  natter  would 
be  fully  investigated  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  that  a  full  explanation  of  the 
circumstances  wouM  be  given  as  the  noble 
Lord  had  promised. 

COUHTBL  NORTH  said,  that  the  answer 
which  bad  been  given  by  the  noble  Lord 
to  the  two  qoe^oos  whieh  he  had  put  to 
him  was  anything  but  satisfactory.  There 
was  no  satisiseteffy  e^anatim  of  why 
lieuteuaats  of  oarahy  were  deprived  of  an 
ifwreaae  of  pay  after  saren  yean,  in  the 
reason  that  a  &e  year  1806  eaoie  grierons 
iujua^  was  done  to  the  aaraliy.  Then 
he  asked  why  it  was  that  the  oavdiy 
a^utaot  had  not  ibe  same  pay  as  the 
infimtry  adjatonk.  It  was  said  that  while 
the  infantry  adjvtant  M       one  hvrMr 


the  earaVy  adjutant  had  two ;  bat  ha. 
(Colonel  North)  eeald  nrft  underatand  how 
tiiat  aoemmtad  for  the  ineonsnteney.  As 
to  there  baiag  no  difiieulty  in  get^g  offi- 
wn,  he  oould  wly  say  that  ha  reeolb«tad. 
when  he  had  made*  a  rimUar  remark  to 
one  holding  a  rery  high  office  his  reply 
was,  "  There  are  a  great  crop  of  fools 
growing  up  in  the  country." 

Hb.  COGAN  said,  that  he  thought  the 
Committee  must  hare  been  rery  mneh 
startled  by  the  rerelations  which  had  been 
made  by  bis  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the 
Member  for  Longford  (Mr.  O'Reilly),  and 
hsd  no  doubt  that  the  impression  whieh 
they  would  produoe  in  the  couotry  wonld 
he  very  great.  There  were  rery  few  hon. 
Memhen,  he  hriiared,  who  could  hare  sup- 
posed it  posnhla  that  aay  auhordinato  oflieer 
m  the  army  would  hare  rmtared,  against 
the  anthorit^  of  the  Horse  Oosrds,  to  take 
a  step  sueh  at  bis  hon.  Friend  had  de- 
scribed, eahmUted  aa  it  was  to  eanaa 
not  only  dissatisfaction,  but  disaffection. 
Great  oredit  was.  he  thought,  due  to  the 
noble  Earl  (the  Earlof  Doooughmore)  who 
had  enabled  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
to  bring  the  matter  before  the  House ; 
and  he  must  say  that  the  dissension  whieh 
Buch  a  state  of  things  was  Kkely  to  pro- 
duoe among  our  own  population  appeared 
to  him  to  be  a  far  more  fertile  sonree  of 
national  weakness  and  dangw  than  that 
possibility  of  an  American  war  whieh  had 
80  recently  formed  the  snigeot  of  diaeas- 
Btoo.  He  had  no  doubt,  howerer,  that,  in 
the  hands  of  the  War  Offiee,  the  grianmoa 
complained  of  weald  ba  inquired  into,  and 
a  remedy  proridad.  The  case  demanded 
that  there  should  he  a  searching  inrestiga- 
tion,  and  that  the  sererest  oensure  should 
be  passed  upon  the  offioer,  wboerer  he 
was,  who  hsd  preeumed  to  draw  distino- 
timu  80  inridions  between  Her  Majesty's 
Bohjeets. 

He.  HENRT  SEYMOUR  said,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  rery  strange  that  the  ez- 
istenoe  of  such  a  state  of  Uiii^  as  this  in 
the  army  should  be  unknown  to  the  head- 
quarton  of  the  Royal  Artillery  and  to  the 
noble  Lord  ;  and  it  was  stiU  more  stnnge 
that  the  noble  Lord  should  ba  still  uais- 
formed,  upoo  this  seoaad  oecaakn,  as  to 
tba  aziitenee  af  thii  aUwad  practiaa.  He 
fnrtbar  wished  to  ask  the  naUa  Lovd  for 
infermatian  as  to  the  ei^rad  aarnae  man 
in  India,  Md  wliathar  die  noble  liwd 
would  lay  on  the  talda  a  statement  of  the 
nombcr  of  time-expired  men  daring  ^ 
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bftd  (ato  adraatege  of  tlu  diMhwge,  wid 
liad  rwriTod  thaii*puMWft  imn«j  ;  and  of 
tho  number  now  in  wo  oonntry.  He 
wiihed  alio  to  oik  whj  il  mo  thok  a  pa|>or 
umilar  to  that  whioh  had*  undor  (he  an- 
thority  of  ao  Aot  of  ParlUment,  beeo 
preeeoted  with  regard  to  the  NaTol  Eiti- 
■latoa,  ooDtruting  the  actual  expenditure 
for  the  Mrrioe  with  the  amount  Toted, 
and  eontaming  other  valuable  iuformatioD. 
did  not  aoooBipany  the  Ann;  EBtimates, 

CoLQMiL  DICKSON  eaid,  it  would,  of 
eoane*  he  perfectly  superfluoui  to  itate 
after  what  the  aoue  Harqueea  had  eaid 
(hat  there  eoald  be  no  doubt  oi  his  igno- 
nnee  of  what  had  taken  plaoe.  At  the 
■ame  time  he  might  add  that  oeitain  alle- 
gation! had  oome  to  hie  own  knowlodgo 
whioh,  althoogh  he  could  not  follow  tbem 
no  eompletelj,  alUt  led  turn  to  the  ooneln- 
non  tha(  anm  ordera  aa  tboae  raferrod  to 
had  been  at  leaafc  indireeUy  iwned  in  some 
qnwter.  He  (mated  atopa  weald  be  taken 
to  k)i|aure  into  the  subject. 

Thi  Mabqosss  or  HABTINOTON  re- 

Eiated  that  he  had  mad«  inqniriet  at  the 
one  Guards  and  at  the  War  OSoe,  and 
had  ascertuned '  that  no  such  orders  had 
been  issued  from  either  of  those  Depart- 
ments. He  would,  however,  again  assure 
the  Committee  that  a  thorough  inveat^a- 
tioB  into  the  ouroumstanees  mentioned 
shottld  be  instituted,  and  inquiries  as  to 
whether  any  oflbsera  of  the  Royal  Artillery 
had  taken  upon  themselvos  to  do  what  bed 
not  been  autboriaed  at  head- quarters.  A 
BoMtm  of  the  number  of  time-expired  men 
who  lud  taken  their  diaeharge  in  India 
and  ^0  edouos  had  been  mend  fer  by 
the  ben.  and  galUnt  Member  for  Ozfoid- 
idure.  and  wot^  be  presented  aa  early  as 
noesible.  The  other  paper  to  which  the 
iNn.  Qentleman  (Mr.  H.  Seymour)  had  re- 
fenred  was  being  prepared,  and  ho  weald 
.  lay  it  on  the  taJrio  when  it  waa  aem- 
plated. 

Ub.  HBNBY  SEYUOUR  suggested 
that  it  would  be  more  oouvenient  that  (bis 
atoonnt  should  be  produeed  befwo  the 
diaouseion  of  (be  Army  Estimates  cooh 
meooed. 

Tm  lUi«im  OF  HABTIN6T0N 
admitted  that  that  wonU  bo  eonvenienk, 
but  oonaidenMa  timo  mnat  neeeaanrily  bo 
oesvpted  in  making  iq>  the  aooonnte. 

Qneatioa  pat,aod  ^twodto. 

(3.)  Xl.305,800,  Commiaaariat  Batob- 
liahment,  Servieee,  and  Moromoak  of 
Tnopa. 


(a.)  m4,m,  Olotbing  EtablUhMta, 
BorriMB,  and  SuppUea. 

Mr.  MONSELL  aaid.  that  he  wished  to 
inquire  how  much  of  the  dothiog  of  the 
army  was  obtmned  from  the  estauishment 
at  PimKoo,  and  bow  much  was  supplied 
by  ocntraet.  He  also  desired  aa  ezplana> 
tioo  of  a  note  stating  that  the  clothiug  of 
the  Irish  constabulary  was  provided  for  by 
the  Government  clothing  es(ablishment. 

Tn  MARQunaa  or  HARTINOTON 
aud,  that  the  information  as  to  the  qnan- 
tity  of  clothing  supplied  hy  the  establiah- 
ment  at  Pimlioo  and  obtained  by  emtraot, 
desired  hy  the  right  hon.  GenUaman,  waa, 
for  tha  firat  time,  oontidnod  in  the  appen- 
dix. The  reaaon  for  the  Veto  aa  to  the 
clothing  of  the  Irish  oooatobolary  waa  that 
the  eootiaoto  for  the  supply  of  soeh  eleth- 
iog  were  managed  by  the  estabUahmant  at 
FimKoo. 

Mb.  MONSELL  eaid.  that  the  appendix 
flowed  only  an  ezpenditoro  <rf  £44,783 
opoD  tunica  sqpplied  by  eontraot,  whieh 
could  hardly  be  oerrett. 

CoLonL  DICKSON  snggosted  that 
some  tunics  might  have  remained  in  stwe 
^m  ^e  previous  yeara. 

Vote  agn0d  to. 

(4.)  £609.900,  Barraek  EatahUahmenta, 

Services,  and  Supplies. 

(5.)  £44,335,  IKvina  Sarfiee. 

Mb.  HBNRT  SEYMOUR  aaid,  that  ho 
wished  to  ask  whether  that  sum  incKided 
the  charge  for  Roman  CathoKo  and  Fraa- 

byterian  services? 

The  MiRQDBaa  op  HARTINGTON 
said,  that  it  did. 

Veto  ogrMd  to. 

(6.)  £26,300,  Martial  Uw. 

Sm  JOHN  TRBLAWNY  said,  that 
be  wished  to  ask  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Under  Soerotary  whether  the  Queen's 
regulatiena  were  observed  with  equal 
striotness  in  all  branohes  of  the  service, 
fw  instance,  in  the  Guards  aa  well  as  in 
the  line;  and  also  whether  any  Report  had 
been  made  to  him  of  eommauding  offioera 
having  used  nngenUemanly  laagoaga  in 
addressing  their  men.  It  was  not  neooa- 
sary  for  him  to  go  into  pu'tionlars,  hot  ho 
ooud,  if  it  waa  needed,  give  inataoees,  in 
whieh  not  only  during  aotnal  operations, 
when  it  might  bo  pardoned,  but  in  time  of 
peace,  general  ofieers  had  employed  lan- 
guage which  they  ought  not  to  b«re  naad 
towards  their  eqaaU^  stiU  kaa  towavda 
thmr  inferioca,  wlw  odnU  not  V^T\r^rf\cy 
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Tb>  HAMiiiBBa  w  HARTIKGTON 
said,  that  the  Queen*!  regalationa  applied 
equally  to  all  eorps  in  Ber  Majeetj'e  aer- 
Tice,  and,  as  br  oi  he  was  aware,  were 
equally  obaerred  by  all.  No  inBtaooe  of 
the  use  of  bad  language  by  oommandiog 
officers  had  ever  come  to  hU  knowledge, 
nor,  ooleBB  it  had  been  made  the  subjeot 
of  a  oourt-martial  or  a  court  of  ioqutry, 
would  such  a  complaint  come  under  the 
eoasideration  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War.  The  Commander-in-Chief  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  diecipline  of  the  army« 
and  all  such  eases  should  be  referred  to, 
and  would  be  disposed  of  by  him. 

Sir  JOHN  TRELAWNT  said,  that  it 
was  that  of  which  he  complained.  He 
had  repeatedly  heard  the  ri^ht  bon.  Gen- 
Ueman  the  Member  for  Huntingdon  (Gene- 
ral Peel)  say  that  the  Seoretwy  of  State 
for  War  was  responnble  for  eTorything 
that  took  plaoe  in  the  army ;  and  he 
therefore  looked  to  the  noble  Marquess 
the  Under  Secretary  to  gi^e  him  a  satis- 
factory reply  upon  every  subject  connected 
with  our  military  forces.  The  Committee 
was  now  asked  to  vote  a  snm  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  marUal  law.  and  be  was 
given  to  understand  that  that  law  was 
often  violated  by  those  who  ought  to  set 
a  better  example. 

The  IfABanBss  or  HARTINGTON 
•aid,  it  was  impossible  to  reply  to  state- 
ments so  general  as  those  made  by  the 
bon.  Baronet.  If  the  hon.  Baronet  would 
state  pobliely  or  to  bun  in  private  what 
particular  eause  of  eomplMut  be  bad  it 
should  he  inquired  into. 

Sib  JOHN  TBBLAWNT  sud.  he 
would  give  the  noble  Lord  an  instanee  in 
private.  He  would  not  do  so  publicly,  as 
such  a  eonrse  would  tend  to  the  injnry  of 
the  army. 

Sm  HARBT  YBRNEY  said,  that 
being  oonneoted  with  the  army  he  thought 
it  incumbent  upon  him  to  state  that  no 
language  could  be  more  unexceptionable 
than  that  heard  at  the  mesa.  [Sir  Johk 
Tbklatkt  :  I  did  not  refer  to  the  mess.] 
The  same  observation  would  apply  to  the 
treatment  which  officers  extended  to  the 
men  under  their  command.  Of  course, 
exeeptional  instances  would  always  occur, 
as  tbey  did  in  all  positioas  of  life,  but,  as 
a  rule,  no  elaas  of  society  was  more  ex- 
empt from  the  ehai|Ee  mede  bv  the  hon. 
Banmet  than  were  the<tfeeraef  the  army. 

Vote  ttoned  to, 

(7.)  £246.544,  Amy  Uedieal  BsUbtish- 
nent,  Service,  and  Sdp^ee. 
Sir  John  3\r9lmmy 


(8.)  £786.400.  Disembodied  UUitia. 

CoLOKBL  DICKSON  laid,  he  wished  to 
eall  attention  tu  the  alteration  tiiat  had 
been  made  this  ^ear  for  calling  out  the 
disembodied  regiments  of  militia.  Last 
year  the  non-comraissioned  offieera  were 
called  out  for  twenty-eight  days  first  for 
trainiog,  then  the  recruits  were  called  out 
for  fourteen  days,  and  the  rest  of  the  regi- 
ment for  twenty-one  days.  That  was  a 
very  good  arrangement,  but  this  year  the 
reomits  were  only  to  be  called  out  for 
seven  days  only  before  the  regiment.  This 
alteration  had  the  effect  of  drawing  the 
attention  of  the  adjutant  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers  from  the  recruits  to  the 
rest  of  the  regiment  before  the  former 
were  equal  to  the  duties  expected  of  them. 
The  drill  <rf  a  militia  regiment  he 
thought  of  less  importanoe  than  its  organi- 
sation. He  was  glad  to  see  that  the  War 
Office  had  shown  a  great  desire  to  iroprore 
militia  regiments,  and  with  regard  to  the 
slight  increase  of  expense  he  thought  the 
money  might  be  spent  with  greater  ad- 
vantage if  the  War  Office  bad  increased 
the  number  of  staff  Serjeants  than  by  in- 
creasing the  number  of  days  for  calling 
out  the  regiments.  The  extra  seven  days 
would  cost  nearly  £500,  whereas  ten  staff 
Serjeants  might  be  appointed  who  would 
be  of  greater  use  in  keeping  the  regiment 
in  a  better  state.  He  approved  of  their 
reducing  the  strength  of  the  regiment  to 
500  men  rather  than  making  them  700  or 
900  strong.  He  hoped  the  noble  Lord 
would  next  year  go  oaek  to  the  fourteen 
days'  drill  of  the  reenuta,  beeause  in- 
creasing die  staff  se^mnta  would  be  mere 
conducive  to  the  effieienoy  of  the  service. 

Ub.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  said,  he  wai 
informed  that  adjutauts  of  militia  and 
Volunteer  regimsnts  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  purchasing  and  letting  their  appointments 
for  sums  varying  ftvm  £2.000  to  £3.000, 
and  he  was  desirous  of  knowing  whether 
any  measure  had  been  adopted  to  pnt  a 
stop  to  such  a  practice. 

Thi  Marquxbs  of  HARTINGTON 
said,  the  alterations  with  regard  to  the 
drill  of  the  militia  referred  to  by  the  bon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  (Colonel  Dickson), 
had  been  made  solely  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  militia  officers.  It  was 
stated  that  the  rednetion  which  bad  been 
made  !□  the  amount  <tf  drill  had  ^ored 
very  injurions  to  the  training  and  discipline 
of  the  various  corps,  especially  where  Uiey 
bad  to  go  through  a  certain  amount  ii 
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eomaiuiding  officers  were  of  opioioD  that 
tba  aeren  mjb*  «tti«  trmioing  was  of  the 
greateat  ftdraDtage  to  the  men.  The  hon. 
Mid  gallut  Uember  (Colonel  Diokaon)  had 
■greeahlj  mrpriaed  him  by  aUttag  that 
-drill  waa  aoon  learnt,  aa  tneh  waa  not  the 
new  nanallT  taken  bj  bon.  Ilembera  sitting 
near  Uiat  bon.  and  gallant  Uember.  He 
learnt  from  the  Reporta  of  the  Inapeotor 
General  of  Militia,  and  of  the  various 
offioera  in  the  Line  who  had  inipeoted 
theae  militia  regimeeta,  that  a  great  deal 
had  been  doae  in  the  way  of  training  them, 
and  he  belieTod  that  many  of  thoae  rogi- 
menta  bad  attained  snob  a  state  of  effioienoj, 
not  onlj  in  point  of  numbers,  hut  in  point 
of  drill,  that  they  woald  be  avMlahle  in 
eaae  of  aeeeaaity.  He  agreed  with  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  that  a  fortnight's 
preliminary  drill  for  reernits  would  be  most 
desirable  and  would  be  of  great  serriee, 
and  although  it  eonld  nek  be  given  them 
this  jear,  with  a  week's  more  training  of 
the  whole  reginaent  on  aeeonnt  of  tiie  great 
expense  to  tiio  pnfalie,  he  hoped  next  year 
the  prepoaitum  would  be  earned  ont.  In 
repljp  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Uember  for 
Reading  (If  r.  Shaw  Lefevre)  he  was  sorry 
to  aay  be  was  aware  that  in  some  instances 
larfffl  sums  had  been  given  by  militia  and 
YoTuoteer  adjataota  for  their  appointments. 
It  was  a  practice  not  only  not  sattetioned  bj 
the  authority  of  the  War  Office  but  ex- 
ceedingly injurious  and  in  direet  contra' 
vention  of  regulations  and  of  military  law. 
Laat  year  the  War  Office  issued  a  circular 
to  all  the  lord-lientenanta  directing  them 
when  vaeaneies  were  to  be  6lled  np  to  call 

rthe  commanding  officers  to  assure 
Uiat  the  new  adjutant  waa  not  re- 
eommendod  by  Uie  retiring  officer.  Tlua 
waa  all  they  eonld  do.  aa  transaotions  of 
Ibis  kind  might  be  so  rnMsged  as  to  make 
it  almoat  impoaaible  to  prove  Ihem.  If  the 
eommanding  officers  did  tlieir  duty  in  ae- 
looting  proper  men  to  611  the  office  of 
adjutant  the  object  of  any  illeKal  bargain 
between  the  incoming  and  the  retiring 
officers  would  b  all  probalnlity  be  fims- 
trated. 

Snt  JOHN  TRBLAWNT  sa'd.  he 
thought  the  remedy  was  not  so  hopeless  as 
the  noble  Lord  appeared  to  imagine.  He 
thought  the  remedy  was  by  the  War  Do- 
partment  keeping  a  list  of  persons  compe* 
tent  to  fill  Uie  poet  of  acyotaot  in  a 
Foment,  and  wbon  the  raeommendatioa 
of  the  lord-lientenuit  was  sent  np,  for  the 
War  Offloe  to  lalaet  the  fini  man  on  the 
lift.    Then  ooald  be  no  dovbt  that  th« 


system  wonU  eoBtinne,  unless  some  affso- 
tivc  cheek,  nnular  to  that  bo  soj^estod,  waa 

adopted. 

CoLOVBL  DICKSON  said,  be  considered 
it  would  be  imposnhle  to  stop  tbe  sale  of 
the  oonraiaaion,  and  ^ia  was  a  warning  to 
those  who  talked  so  moeh  lo  that  Home 
about  stopping  tlus  sale  of  eommissions. 
The  practice  had  notoriously  been  winked 
at  for  years.  He,  therefore,  complained  of 
the  War  Office  issuing  the  circular  referred 
to  by  the  noble  Lord.  Bverytbing  was 
worth  just  what  it  would  fetch,  and  if  it 
was  worth  anything  somebody  would  find 
means  to  pnrcbase  it.  Tbe  remedy  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  Baronet  would  not  stop 
the  pracUce  compluned  of,  and  it  would 
throw  an  unjust  amount  of  jll  feeling  on 
tbe  offioer  who  attempted  to  stop  it.  It 
would  be  unjnat  to  those  officws  who  had 
purchased  tf  they  wero  now  to  torn  roond 
and  atop  the  s^tem.  It  was  a  aystem 
phnublo  to  ugne  npon.  hut  it  waa  not  ao 
easy  to  stop.  It  Mould  have  been  doM 
long  before  ^b— in  faot,  it  waa  nov  too 
late  to  attempt  it. 

LOBD  BLOHO  aaid.  the  Yolnnteer  foree 
was  yet  young,  and  ho  truated  the  practice, 
if  it  existed  at  all,  would  be  discouraged 
in  every  possible  way  by  the  War  Office. 
As  it  was  at  present  quite  exceptional  it 
might  easily  be  pot  an  end  to.  The  fact 
was  that  the  adjutant  held  a  post  of  so 
much  importaoee  to  tbe  commanding  offioera 
that  the  selectlcft  ought  to  rest  with  the 
latter,  and  if  they  took  sufficient  care  in 
their  selection  we  prsetice  might  be 
st<^ped.  He  trusted  the  War  Office  would 
not  adopt  the  annnstion  of  the  boo.  Ba- 
ronet (Sir  Jdm^roUwny).  When  once 
appmnted  there  was  no  getting  rid  of  him. 
Like  taking  a  wife,  it  was  for  better  or 
worse,  ezeept  that  in  the  latter  caao  thero 
waa  tbe  Divoroa  Court  Too  could  get  rid 
of  your  wife  if  yon  disagreed,  hot  yon 
could  not  get  rid  of  your  adjutant.  Tho 
whole  conduct,  well-being,  and  efficiency 
of  a  regiment  depended  upon  the  adjutant. 
The  commanding  officer  had  to  rel^  almost 
entirely  upon  him,  and  it  was  quite  right 
that  commanding  officers  should  be  allowed 
time  to  look  ont  for  the  best  man,  and  ob- 
tain, if  posnble,  one  who  perfeo^y  wutod 
them. 

CotoHK.  DTJNNB  said  that  tbe  whole 
matter  ongbt  to  he  left  to  tho  diseretion  of 
tbe  mmmanding  officer.  The  pnr^aao 
and  sale  of  a^jntMmes  was  a  most  nit- 
chievoiis  iiriwtioa ;  and  bo  had  dona  avarj^ 
Unag  ia  bia  power  to  praiut-k.  BntiH 
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wu  a  jwaoiice  which  had  trepi  in,  and  tbo 
reason  was  that  the  War  Offioe  lold  eom- 
mtasioDB  of  deceased  offioers  itself ;  and 
the  eriin*,  the  Tice*  or  the  folly  of  the 
praotiee  was  by  their  oonitiraaee  at  least. 

Mr.  G.  p.  aRENFBLL  said,  hon.  Oen- 
tlemsn  seeined  to  be  unaware  that  these 
appoiDttneDts  were  in  the  bands  of  lord- 
fieatenaatB,  aad  he  beliered  that  all  lord*- 
Keatenaftts  who  had  set  their  faeei  against 
the  parehase  of  adjutanoiee  in  the  imlitia, 
had  bees  able  to  put  a  atop  to  -the  praeUce. 
He  did  not  beliaTe  that  the  War  Office  had 
in  any  way  emniTtd  al  the  praotite.  He 
Mierod  that  the  salai  took  place  with  the 

rnisiran  (tf  die  eommanding  offioers,  who 
this  way  got  rid  of  adjntants  wbe  dis- 
pleased them. 

Co&oNBL  NORTH  said,  be  coald  not  see 
what  lord-lientenants  bad  to  do  with  the 
mattoTi  if  the  person  intCTested  gare  his 
nadertaking  that,  neither  directly  nor  tndi' 
ractly»  had  be  receired  any  money  consider- 
ation. A  friend  had  consulted  him  as  to 
what  he  ahonld  do  in  relation  to  a  ehange 
of  this  kind,  and  all  he  (Oolonel  North) 
koU  him  was  to  read  his  certificate*  which 
declared  that  neither  directly  or  indirectly 
kwd  nsoney  passed,  and  if  after  reading 
that,  he  chose  to  take  money  he  was  not 
ft  fit  assomate  for  any  gentleman. 

lift.  BASS  sahl,  he  wisbed  to  obserre 
that  wUlo  in  the  army  a  regular  porebafte 
lystedi  prer^ed,  yet  ia  the  mifitia  uid 
Volnnteere  aneh  a  syatem  ought  to  be  un- 
known. He  regretted  that  the  mUe  Lord 
(Lord  Elcho)  had  pledged  himself  that  the 
sale  of  adjutanciea  did  not  lake  place  in 
the  VoluDteei  corps.  Althoagfa  both  hayer 
and  seller  declared  upon  their  bonoar  that 
they  had  not  been  parties  to  any  sale  or 
purchase,  yet  it  was  a  fact  that  anoh  things 
d^  oceor.  It  appeared,  therefbre»  that 
there  was  a  contentnnal  mode  of  getting 
rid  of  a  sense  of  honour,  and  it  would  be 
well  for  the  noble  Uarqaeas  to  consider  by 
what  BMans  he  oovid  render  aneb  genUe- 
men  censcieos  of  a  sense  of  bonoar  and 
dnky  in  that  Erection. 

QiHiuL  FBBL  saki,  that  open  refer- 
ring  U  tba  portion  of  the  Arw^  jMt  dtf- 
TOtod  to  the  militia,  he  foond  a  note  that 
all  appoitttments  to  secood-lieutenaneiea 
and  ensigneies  were  suspended,  and  that 
Tacancies  were  shown  by  start.  Upon 
further  eiamiuation,  be  found  that  in  some 
r^peaenta  there  were  hardly  anything  but 
stars.  He  wonld  wish  the  noble  Uarqueae 
to  state  the  number  of  Taeaoeies  ame^ 
the  offiooca  of  militia  ragpmoats,   Anf  n- 


giment  whfeh  was  witbont  a  tilffieient 
number  of  officers  oonld  not  be  said  to  be 
in  a  satisfactory  state.  It  was  jasl  the 
eppoeite  to  the  principle  which  prevailed 
in  Canada,  where  it  was  said  there  were  no 
men,  btit  a  sufficient  nnmber  of  per  sons" 
were  qualifying  themselves  for  officers. 
Perhaps  the  noble  Marquess  would  state 
why  die  sospeasien  of  appointoHats  had 
taken  plaee. 

CoLORi.  DUNNE  fliHd,  that  beieg  in 
command  of  a  militia  regiment,  he  eonld 
spedi  upon  the  pmnt  referred  to  by  th« 
right  hen.  aad  gallant  Gentleman.  In 
his  reginent  until  fartaly  he  had  hat  tiro 
sobaltems,  bnt  within  the  last  week  of 
two  he  had  iUcoeeded  in  gettiiw  three 
more  officers.  The  eanse  m  the  diBenHy 
was  that  no  young  man  would  enter  aa 
an  officer  into  the  mlHtia  uotesa  be  bad 
a  certain  amount  of  fortune.  That  diffi- 
aolty  was  not  confined  to  Ireland,  but  wsa 
equally  felt  In  this  country.  In  reply 
to  the  hon.  Qenttemaa  he  begged  to  say 
that  these  appointments  did  not  rest  with 
the  lord-lientenants,  bat  with  the  War 
Department. 

The  Mabqueu  of  HARTINGTON 
aaid,  he  admitted  that  th«e  were  many 
vaeaneies  for  snhaltema  in  the  militia.  The 
loid-lieatcumts  gave  vaiiens  eiplanatHmi 
of  Ab  ettnee,  hot  probably  Uw  main  oavse 
waa  that  stated  by  the  boo.  and  gallant 
Qentleman  oppoaite  that  a  wrtiUn  anonnt 
of  privata  fortnne  was  nweisary.  Some- 
thing also  was  doe  to  the  great  competitien 
for  cemmisstons  in  the  Vohinteer  service, 
which  had  bo  doubt  diminished  the  supply 
for  the  militia  service*  The  fact  that  those 
numerous  vaoaaeiet  in  the  militia  existed 
waa  to  be  r^retted,  becaase  he  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Oeneral 
that  a  eorpe  oould  not  he  in  a  satisfitetory 
state  witbont  ■  proper  eom^mont  of  snb- 
altems. 

Vote  o^TMii  lo. 

(9.)  HotioD  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

-"  That  A  inm  not  eiOMdiog  £01,000,  be 
gnuted.  to  Her  H^estj,  to  ixbtj  the  Cbsrge  of 
tba  Teomattry  which  will  oome  in  ooorse  of  pay- 
taant  doriiw  tba  vasr  endiof  on  the  Slit  d»  of 
March  Iset.iBclastva." 

Mr.  HENRY  SBTMOUR  said.  Ibat  he 
wished  to  ask,  whether  the  War  Oepartraeat 
intended  to  censider  the  aeoeseity  of  making 
saeh  ebangea  in  the  Yeemaary  aa  would 
make  them  fit  to  aei  as  an  audliary  cavalry 
foroe  to  the  Volanteers  and  the  nrflitia. 
S«m«  oban^  ware  ■eenswjr  in  Irillr  in 
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■mu,  and  eren  in  draia.  The  Teemury 
wet  an  expnitire  force.  The  drill  was  not 
■affieient  to  make  the  ferae  equal  to 
meonted  rifienmi,  even  if  thtir  anna  were 
locfa  at  to  juttify  teeh  an  ezpeetation, 
which  thej  were  not,  at  with  the  carMnet 
now  ID  ose  it  wat  almost  impOBtible  to  hit 
any  object.  It  wat  a  tnbject  that  deterred 
the  eoniideration  of  the  War  Department. 

Mb.  LAWSON  said,  that  last  Session 
thej  were  told  hj  the  noble  Lord,  that  at 
this  force  was  totally  noDecettary  for  the 
defence  of  (be  country  they  would  not  be 
called  out  for  the  annual  training.  Ac- 
cordingly last  year  no  Vote  was  proposed 
in  the  Estimate  for  the  ezpente  of  the 
Dsnal  week't  drill  of  the  Yeomanry ;  a 
Motion  wat  made  on  the  subject  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Bererley 
(Colonel  Edwards),  hut  the  House  affirmed 
the  deeitton  of  the  Oorarnment.  A  fort- 
night afterwards  a  deputation  of  Yeomanry 
ooToneh  waited  on  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Goremment  and  pretted  him 
to  reoMuider  hit  determination.  The  noble 
Lord  told  them  that,  in  consequenee  of  the 
Hew  Zealand  war  being  brought  to  a  coo- 
elusion,  he  should  consent  to  the  Yeomanry 
being  called  out  at  usual,  and  a  supple- 
mentary Estimate  was  brought  in  for  that 
purpose.  It  was  rather  a  singular  reason 
to  allege  for  a  warlike  demonstration  that 
war  wat  at  an  end.  He  (Mr.  Lawton] 
hoped  the  war  in  New  Zealand  wat  now 
really  drawing  to  a  olote ;  and  following 
the  noble  Yiteoant't  argument,  that  was 
a  tn£Beient  reaion  why  the  Houte  thould 
DOW  refute  to  vote  this  imn  for  thete  anti- 

anated  and  rather  elunity  warrion.  He* 
lerefbre,  nwved  that  the  Vote  be  redueed 
to  the  turn  :t43,117,  which  wat  aa 
nearly  as  he  eonid  make  out  the  eost  of 
the  week't  permanent  drill. 

WbereopM*  Motion  made,  and  Qoettion 
propoted, 

**  That  a  aum  not  azoeediof  X47,89T.  ba  moted 
to  Her  Majmtj,  to  defraj  the  Ghuge  o£  a»  Teo- 
nuuirr,  which  will  come  in  oourw  of  pumeot 
dDting  the  year  ending  on  the  81st  4§j  it  Msroh 
1860,  Inolaire."— (i6>.  Lawien,) 

Thb  MABavBss  OF  HARTINGTOK  said, 
that  be  thought  the  hen.  Gentleman  had 
not  quite  correctly  stated  the  eireumstaDcet 
under  which  it  had  been  pn^oted  latt  year 
to  omit  thia  Vote.  It  wat  then  taid  that 
although  it  wat  desirable  that  the  Yeo- 
manry force  should  be  annually  trained, 
stilt  it  wat  considered  that  as  a  matter  of 
eoonomy  and  without  any  lots  of  effi- 
einu^  they  might  penidt  the  inumog  te 


be  suspended  for  a  year,  in  which,  like 
the  last,  we  were  immrring  a  large  ezpeo- 
diture  for  the  war  in  New  Zealand.  How* 
ever,  after  a  very  dote  Afiiion,  and  after 
hearing  the  ropresCDtstiont  of  Yeomaniy 
offioert,  tiie  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
QoTemmeot  did  think,  considering  that 
the  aocoonts  from  New  Zealand  then  ap- 
peared more  fevourable  than  the  reality 
subaeqaently  turned  ont  to  be,  that  he 
might  content  to  insert  the  Vote.  It  was 
antioipsted  then  that  ample  prorision  bad 
been  made  for  the  New  Zealand  war, 
though  he  was  aftaid  it  would  be  seen 
when  the  statement  of  ezcessea  and  deS- 
eiencies  wat  laid  befwe  the  Hoose  that  the 
Votes  bad  been  exhausted.*  He  did  not 
understand  the  ground  on  which  the  hon. 
Member  proposed  to  strike  out  the  turn,  aa 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  ttated  any 
peouliar  mreumstanees  which  thoidd  lead 
to  the  Yennanry  not  beiu;  ealled  out  this 
year.  If  he  thought  the  Yeomanry  elomty 
or  nselett,  he  ought  to  have  mored  to 
omit  the  Vote  altogether ;  but  he  had  not 
giren  any  reason  why  the  training  of  the 
Yeomanry  should  be  omitted  this  year 
any  more  than  any  other.  With  regard 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Poole,  the  War  Office  had  not  lately  had 
under  its  consideration  any  proposal  for 
changing  the  character  of  the  Yeomanry 
force.  The  whole  subject  of  the  ecmstitu- 
tion  and  organisation  of  the  Yeomanry 
force  had  been  oonudered  two  or  three 
years  ago,  ud  the  necessary  improfementt 
had  bean  proposed.  The  Yeomanry  force 
wat  essentislfy  a  earalry  force.  The  men 
eompoung  it  were  not  of  the  obaraoter  of 
mounted  rifle  corps,  and  probably  it  wonld 
not  be  benefieial  or  agreeable  to  th«r  foel- 
ings  if  an  attempt  were  made  to  transmute 
them  into  mounted  rifle  corps. 

LOHD  ELCHO  said,  that  he  thought 
there  was  a  great  deid  in  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Poole,  which  did 
not  go  to  eonrert  the  Yeomanry  into 
mounted  rifles,  but  to  make  such  ohanget 
in  their  drill  at  would  make  them  more 
efficient.  In  Hampthire,  a  cavalry  corps 
had  been  rused  by  Colonel  Bower,  which 
he  beHered  was  regarded  by  Colonel 
H'Unrdo  as  one  of  the  most  efficient 
forces  erer  raised,  though  be  believed 
it  mmprised  only  two  troops.  Colonel 
M'Munto  had  reeently  told  him  that  he 
regretted  there  were  not  more  ooipi  drilled 
on  the  tame  principle,  and  that  he  had  seen 
m  Fiance  three  cavalry  corot  whioh  had 
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Bower's  corps,  entirely  from  tbe  ciroum- 
Btsnee  of  their  manoeaTres  at  one  of  the 
Brighton  6eld  dajs  having  been  remarked 
by  aoroe  French  officers  who  were  present. 
The  subject  was  certainty  worth  the  con- 
lideration  of  the  Qorerament. 

Mr.  LAWSON  said,  in  merely  propiM- 
ing  the  omission  of  Uie  item  uid  not  of  the 
whole  Tote,  be  waa  following  the  example 
of  the  OoTemment,  who  last  jear  nuade 
the  aame  Motion,  aod  sapported  it  hr  ei- 
cellent  speeches,  which  had  indnoed  him 
now  to  take  the  same  course.  If  there  had 
been  any  chance  of  ■uceees  be  should  have 
been  rery  glad  to  move  the  omission  of  the 
whole  Vote.  The  next  question  was  not 
whether  thej^  were  useful  or  not,  bat  whe- 
tlier  the  Yeomanry  were  wanted  for  the 
defence  of  the  country. 

Mh.  HENEY  SEYMOUR  said,  that 
the  noble  Marquess  had  not  answered  his 
question  alwut  the  improved  arms — rifle 
carbines— for  the  Yeomanry. 

Thh  Harqubu  or  HARTIKGTON 
said,  he  belioTed  that  some  of  the  Yeo- 
manry regiments  were  already  supplied 
with  improved  carbines.  The  whole  of  the 
regular  oaTalry  were  not  yet  supplied  with 
them ;  but  as  the  arming  of  tne  cavalry 
proceeded,  no  doubt  improred  carbines 
would  be  issued  to  the  Yeomanry. 

Motion,  by  leave,  witHdraum. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(10.)  £334,900.  Yolnnteers. 

CoLORBL  DUNNE  Baid,  he  hoped  that 
some  arrangement  would  be  made  by  which 
non-oommiuioned  officers  going  into  the 
militia  would  have  the  same  advantages 
as  those  who  went  into  the  Volunteers. 

The  Marouess  of  HARTINGTON 
said,  a  circular  was  issued  early  this  year 
by  which  both  services  were  put  upon  the 
same  footing  in  this  respect. 

Colonel  DUNNE  said,  he  was  afraid 
that  the  circular  had  not  been  so  inter- 
preted. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(11.)  X46»000,  Enrolled  Fenaioners  and 
Army  Reserve  Foroe. 

General  PEEL  said,  he  wished  to  ask 
a  qaestion  respecting  the  mysterious  item 
relating  to  the  Army  Reserve  Force.  The 
number  of  enrolled  pensioners  was  gra- 
dually falling  off.  But  where  were  these 
nrmy  reserves  ?  Who  ever  saw  them  ? 
Under'  what  terms  were  they  enlisted  ? 
What  were  their  numbers!  They  were 
ZordJSkho 


told  in  the  explanation  of  the  Vote  that 
they  were  gradually  increasing.  This  waa 
the  very  class  of  men  whose  services  he 
should  wish  to  see  attached  to  the  militia. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  this  Army 
Reserve  Force  was  to  be  kept  up  as  a 
separate  body. 

Colonel  NORTH  said,  he  wished  to 
know  who  commanded  it  ?  Waa  it  General 
Falstafff 

The  Mabovbsb  of  HARTINGTON 
said,  the  fbne  was  soattered  all  over  the 
country,  perhaps  not  more  Uian  tea  or  a 
dosen  in  any  one  place.  The  men  wera 
called  out  for  drill  ten  days  in  the  year,  and 
perhaps  there  were  from  1,000  to  1,500 
of  them.  He  quite  admitted  that  the  Act 
under  which  the  service  was  raised  was 
practically  a  failure,  and  bo  did  not  think 
the  force  was  of  much  value.  It  was  im- 
possible to  disband  the  men  who  already 
had  been  enrolled,  but  it  was  the  intention 
of  his  noble  Friend  the  Secretary  for  War 
(Earl  de  Grey)  to  inquire  into  the  subject 
this  year,  when  considering  other  snbjects, 
including  that  of  recruiting,  and  if  some 
arrangement  could  not  be  made  to  render 
the  Army  Reserve  system  more  successful 
after  this  year  it  would  be  abandoned  alto- 
gether—that was  as  far  as  any  increasa 
of  the  force.  The  men  were  drilled  by 
a  regimental  staff  officer,  so  that  there 
was  no  charge,  therefore,  for  a  staff  for 
this  force. 

Mr.  HENRY  SEYMOUR  said,  he 
wished  to  ask  for  some  information  as 
regarded  the  number  of  enrolled  pen- 
sioners and  the  number  of  the  Volunteers^ 
which  were  not  stated  in  the  Estimate. 

Colonel  DUNNE  said,  that  the  num- 
ber of  the  Army  Reserve  this  year  ap- 
peared to  be  the  same  as  it  was  last. 
There  must  be  some  casualties,  aod  he 
should  like  to  know  whether  aoy  adili- 
tiun  had  been  made  to  the  force  by  re- 
cruits since  last  year. 

Thi  Harqums  or  HARTINGTON 
said,  he  saw  there  had  been  some  slight 
addition  to  the  foroe  since  last  year.  He 
had  omitted  to  mention  the  number  of 
the  Volunteers,  and  thought  it  might  be 
satisfactory  to  the  House  to  know  then 
as  compared  with  last  year.  On  the  1st 
of  December,  1864,  the  number  of  en- 
rolled Volunteers  was  170,615,  as  against 
162,935  OD  the  1st  of  December,  1863. 
On  the  Istof  last  December  the  number  of 
efficient  Votunteers  was  124,181,  as  against 
113,522  oD  the  1st  of  December  in  the 
pnrions  year.   And  whatwas  still  more 
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iatUfutorj,  tha  nnmber  who  had  qua- 
lified themselveB  for  the  additional  10«. 
a  year  was  63»^7  od  the  lat  of  last 
December,  as  against  47,872  on  the  Ist 
of  Deeember*  1863.  Be  tbonght  that 
these  figores  showed  a  rerj  eonsiderable 
increase  in  the  numbers,  and  a  rerj  gra- 
tifying progress  in  the  efficiency  of  the 
Volnnteer  lime. 

GAPTAiir  JBRVIS  said,  he  wbhed  to 
ask  for  some  explanation  with  respect  to 
the  appointment  as  lieatenant^iolonels  of 
tlio  Volanteer  foree  of  a  nnmber  of  rail- 
way engineers  and  railway  managers. 
He  presnmed  that  the  object  of  the  Go- 
Torament  in  those  appointments  was  to 
have  the  serrioes  of  the  nairies  in  case 
they  might  be  required,  and  to  obtain  fa- 
cilities for  the  transport  of  troops  in  case 
of  hostile  invasion  ;  but  no  communica- 
tion on  the  sabject  had  taken  plaoe  be- 
tween the  QoTsmment  and  the  ndlway 
boards,  and  the  gentlemen  who  were  to 
be  appmnted  lientenant-colonels  had  no 
power  of  themselves  to  render  the  anist- 
ance  that  he  supposed  was  required  of 
them. 

Tbb  Habqubss  or  HARTIN6T0N 
said,  that  the  gendemen  alluded  to  were 
to  form  u  engineer  eorps  and  to  fill  the 
same  position  in  respect  of  the  Volun* 
teers,  as  the  officers  of  the  Engineers 
did  in  respect  of  the  army,  and  the  ob- 
ject of  the  GoTomment  was  to  hare  their 
serrtces  in  case  of  emergency.  No  doubt 
the  very  eminent  engineers  and  contrac- 
tors connected  with  the  railways  might 
render  very  important  service  in  the  con- 
Btroction  of  works  and  lines  of  railway, 
and  in  affording  assistance  to  the  military 
authorities  in  the  transport  of  troops. 
Only  lieutenant-colonels  and  majors  would 
be  appointed  in  the  first  instanee ;  but  if 
the  plan  worked  welt  the  sppointments 
might  be  extended  to  tbe  rana  of  cap- 
tain, and  privates  would  perhaps  be  en- 
rolled to  serve  nndor  them,  if  it  were 
found  that  eorps  eould  be  raised  com- 
posed exeloriveiy  of  persona  eonnested 
vith  railwaya. 

GAFTAiir  JBRVIS  said,  that  the  noble 
Uarquess  had  not  referred  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  railway  mana^rs  as  lieoteDant- 
colonels.  What  he  wished  to  point  oot 
was  that  tbe  Government  had  not  con- 
sulted the  railway  anthorities,  who  alone 
could  afford  tbem  the  asustaoee  that 
might  be  dcHraUe. 

Tote  agrt*d  to, 

TOL.  CLXZTn.   [thzbd  sbsibs.] 


(12.)   Uotioa  made,  and  Question 

proposed, 

**  That  a  snm,  not  exoesding  £973,900,  bs 
granted  to  Her  M^Mtj  to  deiny  th«  Charge  of 
tlw  Manaftotnring  Departments,  whioh  will  oome 
in  oonne  4^  parment  daring  the  Tear  ending  on 
the  Silt  day  of  March  18M,  ixMlasive." 

Su  MORTON  PBTO  said,  that  on  the 
night  the  Army  Estimates  were  intro- 
duced the  noble  Uarquess  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War  referred  to  • 
statement  of  his  in  eonneotionwith  the  Navy 
Estimates.  He  wished  to  set  himself  right 
with  reference  to  it.  That  statement  had 
reference  to  the  cost  of  the  armament  for 
the  new  forts.  He  made  it  after  as  careful 
an  inquinr  as  it  was  possible  for  him  to  have 
instituted,  and  he  still  believed  that  it  would 
be  borne  oot  by  the  facta.  He  was  sure 
the  Committee  would  feel  with  him  that  it 
was  most  important  that  such  a  statement 
should  not  be  made  by  a  Member  of  that 
Houae  irithouta  most  careful  inquiry.  He 
had  stated  that  the  1,944  guns  composing 
the  umaments  required  for  the  several 
forts  would  cost  £17,000,000.  The  noble 
Marquess  had  since  stated  that  they  would 
cost  only  £3,000,000,  and  he  now  asked 
tbe  noble  Marquess  upon  what  caleulationi 
this  Estimate  was  founded  ? 

Tbb  Marquess  of  HARTINQTON  said, 
that  be  would  explain  the  basis  of  bis  Es- 
timate. Tbe  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury 
had  stated  that  1,944  guns  would  be  re- 
quired, and  he  would  take  those  figures  as 
oorreot.  But  of  that  number  only  about 
1,200  would  be  required  for  sea  defences, 
Tbe  remainder  would  be  for  land  defences, 
and  wonld  be  chiefly  provided  from  tbe 
stock  of  guns  already  in  existence,  because, 
for  land  defences  it  was  not  necessary  to 
have  the  guns  of  such  large  calibre  and 
such  great  weight  as  those  to  be  used 
against  iron-plated  ships.  Of  the  1,200 
gnus  for  sea  defences,  some  would  be 
7-ineh  guns  of  140  ewt.  There  would  he 
a  few  poaiUons  in  which  23-ton  guns  wouM 
be  required ;  but,  as  he  had  stated  in  an 
earlier  part  of  the  evening,  there  wonld  be 
only  very  few  positions  m  whioh  sooh  a 
weight  would  he  wanted.  The  12-ton  gun 
had  proved  itself  capable  of  piercing  with 
a  steel  shot  any  iron  plate  we  knew  of  as 
being  used  on  a  vessel.  The  greater 
number  of  the  guns  wonld  most  probably 
be  guns  of  from  9  tons  to  12  tons  weight; 
but,  taking  a  12-ton  gun  as  representing 
tbe  average  armament  for  sea  defences, 
tbe  eost  soeording  to  present  priees — 
£100^^  Um-'in^^i^^iS&b^k 
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£1,440.000.  It  vu,  how«fer,  proVftble. 
if  eertain  experiments  at  pnaent  in  |»o- 
greu  Bhoold  torn  out  to  be  sti^oesiful,  that 
uis  amooot  vonld  be  redoeed  to  bat  little 
mere  tiuui  me-lulf  that  mmb.  With  re- 
Mrd  te  MBmnritioa,  the  hon.  H enbef  for 
FintbaiT  woe  no  donbt  eorreet  in  saying 
tiiat  200  reqads  per  gov  wee  the  erdjaary 
■npplj;  but  it  did  noi  bj  aaj  ueaDs  follow 
that  the  £00  roands  of  aliot  need  be  all  of 
steel  shottbeoaose  batteries  in  tbe  position 
of  those  on  which  the  anaameats  were  to 
be  placed  would  hare  to  aet  against  other 
ship  besides  iron<plated  ressds.  It  is 
beliered  that  net  more  than  half  the  num- 
ber of  rounds  of  shot  per  goo  need  be  of 
steel.  The  price  of  steel  ihwt  might  here- 
after be  reduced  ;  but  taking  it  at  the  pre- 
sent rale  the  coat  per  round  of  ammunition 
for  a  I2-too  with  steel  {H'ojettiles  would 
not  exceed  £10  per  round.  At  this  rate 
tbe  cost  of  tbe  ammnnitioa  for  1,200  guns 
would  be  £1,200,000,  which  added  to 
£1,440.000,  tbe  probable  cost  of  the  guns, 
made  £2,640.000.  7ha  gun  eaniagee 
•ad  tramsing  pUtftirms  at  £100  a  piece 
would  coot  in  addition  £120,000,  which, 
added  to  tbe  £2^640,000,  gave  a  total  of 
£2,760.000.  Tbat  sum  ooroprisod  onljr 
what  was  oecessa^  for  the  sea  defences. 
The  armaments  for  tlte  land  defeooes  m^ht 
to  a  great  extent  be  composed  of  our  cast- 
iron  guns  and  tiie  I10>poundera  alreadjr  in 
our  possession. 

Sis  UORTON  FETO  said,  be  found 
allocated  to  tbe  forts  at  Spithead  in  tbe 
Report  of  tiie  CommisMon,  and  tbe  plans 
formed  in  conseqnence,  915  guns  ;  at  the 
Needles.  81 ;  at  the  Isle  of  Wight,  71 ; 
at  PlyaHnith,  262 ;  Pembroke  OBlrance, 
43 ;  Portsmotttb,  200 ;  the  entrance  of  tbe 
Thamee,  110 ;  tbe  Uedwav,  172 ;  Deror, 
4fi  ;  and  Cork,  45~in  all  1,944.  Tbe 
Bomber  in  Pranoe  was  2,044.  He  would 
take  tbe  average  cost  of  these  1,944  guns 
at  £4.066  per  gun.  tbe  sise  being  9-mcb 
bore,  11-incb.  and  15-ineh,  and  tbe  cost 
obtMned  from  mannfactarers  of  tbe  highest 
standing  who  had  lupplied  not  onlj  our 
Goremment,  but  the  most  important  Go- 
Tommeots  on  tbe  continent,  Hon.  Mem- 
bers must  be  aware  that  the  eost  of  tbe 
gun  depended  very  much  upon  its  stxe^ 
and  be  had  made  bis  calculation  upon  the 
asaamp^on  tbat  of  these  9  tneb,  1 1-inch, 
and  lo-inch  guns,  there  would  he  one-third 
of  each  kino.  It  would  be  remembered 
that,  with  regard  to  these  Spithead  forte* 
lor  vhicb  nearlj  1,000  gani  woMd  be 
Mqqisile.  he  bad  erigiMUj  neied  tfi44 
ntMiirstimttfSiirdifitm 


the  decision  upon  them  be  defteiedi  ud 
so  important  was  the  matter  considered 
that'  it  was  defarred  f^r  *  year.  It  vaa 
when  tbnr  came  to  tha  discosnon  agun 
that  the  Henae,  moa  the  earnest  fteom- 
mndation  of  the  Premier,  and  the  state- 
ment by  the  Seoretary  to  the  ikdminlty 
on  the  pert  of  tbe  GorenuneBt  that  they 
bad  at  last  discorered  a  gun  of  so  giwat 
a  calibre  that  eren  at  the  dtstanee  «(  the 
2,000  yards,  which  seperated  the  forU 
from  each  oUier,  a  ship,  though  ironclad, 
could  not  by  posstUlity  pass  under  sueb 
gone  and  escape,  that  the  oonstmoUon  of 
the  forts  was  sancUmied  by  the  House. 
He  thought,  therefore,  be  was  justified  in 
taking  it  for  granted  that  large  guns  would 
be  mounted  upon  those  forts,  that  it  waa 
intended  to  make  their  armaments  eflbo- 
tive,  and  that  the  eoble  Lord  would  nerer 
propose  that  theee  iorta  should  be  erected 
at  Spitbead,  attbeeutranee  tothe  Thames, 
and  other  places,  unless  the  guns  should 
be  effsetire  Ua  the  purpose  for  which  they 
were  built  He  bad  takes  pains  to  aseer- 
taio  what  other  Gevemnenta  were  doing 
in  this  respect,  and  he  found  tbat  tbe  Boa- 
siau  Qovemment  was  eideriag  gum  for 
forts  placed  in  a  similar  position.  He 
would  now  tell  tbe  Committee  tbat  he  held 
in  his  hand  information  which  could  not 
he  gainsaid,  because  be  bad  it  direct  from 
the  manufacturers  for  that  Goremment 
themselves.  One  manufiaoturw  waa  at  the 
present  time  uukinff  220  guns  for  the  en- 
trance of  their  haroours,  and  their  sise 
was  8-inch,  9-in(^  and  U-incb.  Those 
guns  were  bored,  bat  they  were  not  rided* 
and  the  average  price  waa  £3,525  pergnn* 
He  did  not  brieve  that  any  guns  could  be 
constructed  of  a  kind  to  be  used  in  snob  a  po- 
sition anleea  they  were«dierenttrely  of  steel, 
or  th«r  inner  ease  of  steel.  And  now  with 
refnrenee  to  the  price  of  ammunitiw,  he* 
He  found  tbat  the  guna  woi^  throw  ateel 
projectiles  of  5001b.,  6001b.,  and  7001b. 
The  average  would  therefore  be  6001h,  Tbe 
cost  of  this  6001b.  steel  projectile  would  he 
£16  10s.  Tbe  charge  of  powder,  aeeord- 
ing  to  the  proportion  generally  used,  would 
be  1201b.  for  a  600-p»aiider,  and  its  cost 
woeld  be  £3 10s.,  taking  tbe  coet  of  powder 
at  7d.  tbe  pound.  Then,  taking  cartridge 
eases,  patent  wads,  tubes,  d(e.,  at  30s.,  the 
entire  coet  would  he  £20  per  round.  Now, 
taking  the  eost  of  our  1,944  guns  at  what 
the  RuMian  Government  paid  for  theirs, 
£3,525  each,  tbe  total  eost  would  be 
£6.852.600.  Then  100  steel  shot  of 
6001b.,  100  ditto  shell  at  430jMr  round— 
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£7.776,000,  mftkmr  •  toUl  for  guns.  m»- 
maniliott,  te.,  of  £14.638,600.  Now,  be 
wai  aare  the  Commtttee  woald  feel  tfiat  be 
bad  not  been  -nrj  Ht  mtnig  id  bta  {weviosB 
Brtimateof  4617.000,000,  wbieb  was  based 
on  caleubrtioD  for  largOTguoa,  if  the  Rnisian 
Gorerament  were  ordering  laefa  gens  ae 
be  bad  deuribed.  Itttaa  too  maeh  to  wj 
that  ^e  dafBiiee*  at  Portitnouth  were  land 
defences  ia  an j  seDM  of  the  word.  There 
were  poritietts  in  the  Isle  «f  Wight  in  which 
ft  might  b«  possible  to  My  that  til*  gvni 
Aere  were  Iknd  deCme*  guns.  What  those 
M  Frertirmter  B»  wers  intended  to  be  he 
eonld  not  tdl.  He  eoold  not  mt  fiv  what 
pnrpose  €mj  were  ever  plftoed  there.  He 
had  token  gnn«  of  the  sonner  as  well  aa 
the  larger  o^bre  into  aecoont,  and  had 
alao  token  rt  for  granted  that  if  we  were 
TOting  money  for  a«a  defences  we  were  not 
to  have  them  less  effective  than  the  Rus- 
sian OoTemaiettt  at  the  present  time.  He 
was  prepared  to  gfre  the  dato  to  the  noble 
Lord}  and  he  hoped  that  the  Committee 
would  feel  that  he  was  Justified  in  the 
stotoment  whiefa  h*  had  made  th«  Mher 
erening. 

CoLOXtt  STEBS  sftid,  he  wished  to  in- 
qnhw  hoir  It  was  tiiat  the  Gorornment 
■sked  in  ao  n^giw  a  manner  for  targe 
nnu  fbr  guoa  and  mdl  anu.  Uidess 
their  ealontatfoni  were  based  iipctt  the 
fhet  Aat  tfa«  armj  would  require  ao  manj 
eanaoD,  nioning  wei^  and  sise,  and  so 
many  thoasand  stonds  of  smaJl  arms, 
nammg  rifles,  bayonets,  and  swords,  (hey 
were  proceeding  only  on  goess  woA.  A  snm 
of  £93,000,  deducting  Uie  Tahe  of  mato- 
rials  in  hand,  was  aaked  for  gnna.  Wdl, 
then,  how  many  were  required,  what  were 
the  guns  to  weigh,  and  what  would  he  the 
cost  of  the  metol  t  Tbey  had  not  a  word 
of  Buoh  information.  If  they  had  oon- 
tracto  for  these  things,  they  shooM  see 
their  way,  (hey  shonid  knew  that  they 
would  have  to  pay  a  oertoin  sum  aoeording 
to  die  oentracc  price.  The  Freach  Bsti> 
mates  showed  toese  detoili.  Thw  eon- 
tmcted  fbr  all  the  arms  for  (hetr  w0,000 
men,  and  be  supposed  the  FnwA  were 
not  anned  In  a  mnwer  inferior  to  our- 
•elTei.  The  nme  was  done  wtlh  refiarvirae 
to  tbeir  laise  gone.  Unles*  he  obtoloed 
some  explanation  from  the  noble  Lord,  be 
sbotrid  mom  the  omission  of  £99,000  fw 
the  gun  fkotorlM. 

Motioa  nade,  wai  ^tteatton  pnpeeed, 
"That  (hft  lUm  of  mjKH,  Ar  ■nOsrbls  at 


ths  Oaa  IMerisa.  be  aarittad  ftwa  tW 

propoMd  Vote."— {CM«mI  Syhe*4 

Mb.  cox  aaid>  be  wished  to  ask 
information  aa  to  the  inorease  ef  £10,CK)0 
in  the  Veto  for  the  Koyal  SmaU  Aims 
Ealabliahnwnt,  of  whMk  bo  espIaoatioD 
was  giroB  IB  (1m  Batimato. 

Captaih  JBEVIS  said,  he  ahonld  op- 
pose (be  AmendiaeBt^  and  asawvd  the 
House  that  set  enlj  waa  £93,000  le- 
quired  for  the  Royal  Obb  f  aetoty,b«taneb 
more. 

Ub.  WATEIK  waa  referring  to  the 
annaaMnt  of  tbe  Spkfaead  forto,  whea 

Tmb  OHAI&UAH  eaUad  Ifaa  boB.  Mem- 
ber to  order,  raling  that  be  aeidd  <mlj 
•peak  OB  the  item  *'  mslarials  f«r  gna  lao- 
(eries,**  npoB  wbieh  aa  Annd—nt  fn  ito 
omisaioB  had  been  meved, 

Mb.  HBNftY  SBTMOUB  said,  that 
upon  aa  item  in  (he  Veto  for  the  gun 
fact«nr  there  appeared  to  bare  been  neatly 
£58,000  mere  upon  the  Bstinato  than  had 
been  expended,  and  he  wished  to  knew 
wbafe  assnraMe  they  had  that  tbey  were 
not  nowraqoired  to  veto  a  larger  sum  than 
waa  required.  He  thought  (hey  ware  really 
proceeding  in  (he  daHi  with  Uie  Yote^  aa 
(bey  had  no  sueh  paper  as  (hat  to  which 
he  had  already  alluded  showing  the  differ> 
encee  between  the  Batinate  and  the  aatval 
expebditore.  It  woald  be  (howht  bwm 
satiafactery  to  tbe  Commi((ee,  %  befiwa 
(hey  again  aset,  they  diouU  have  leM 
paper  placed  in  tiieir  bands  showing  soma 
reason  iiDr  thoaa  extmoidinaiy  diserapao- 
eiea  between  tbe  SateaBto  and  arpaadi 
tara. 

Mb.  WATEIN  laid,  he  wished  to  appeal 
to  the  Chairman  to  kaaw  whether,  the  total 
ef  (ba  Veto  banng  been  the  sabjeot  of  £a- 
cnsaion,  he  waa  oat  of  order  ia  vaferring 
to  tbe  lemaAs  ef  bis  boa.  f  riead  (Sir 
Mottea  Pato)  nepaeliag  Iba  Bpitbaad 
fiwts. 

Tbb  chairman  said,  that  if  the 
Ameadment  bad  been  for  the  rednetioo  ef 
tbe  total  Vote,  the  hen.  Member  woald 
have  beea  m  ordor  la  speaking  npen  the 
i^ota  Vote ;  bat  aa  the  AmendmcBt  was 
ealy  fbr  a  rednotien  on  a  partieolar  item, 
baa.  Qeotlemen  mast  confine  their  va- 
narks  to  that  item  nntil  tiw  Amendment 
was  dispeeed  af. 

Thb  Mabqukss  or  HARTINOTOIT 
eaid,  it  waa  true  that  thft  Vraaeb  Seti- 
matea  prafaesed  to  shew  the  azaoi  wambar 
of  guns,  small  anna,awordah.aBd  other  war- 
like stores  which  were  to  be  procured  by 
the  money  toflai  Set  eaobyttar  t  hM  l»  did 
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not  think  that  the  Frenoh  Clwmben  ob- 
tained ao;  great  amount  of  information 
from  this  Btatement;  beoaoae  on  reference 
to  the  Estimates  for  sncoesstve  yean  he 
found  that  the  number  of  gnna  aod  arms 
of  all  sorts  procured  always  remained  at 
exactly  the  same  figure  and  prioe,  whereas 
the  audited  aoooaota  showed  that  these 
fignreawere  not  correct  in  any  way  what- 
erer.  NodoobtitvasthefacttbattheEBti- 
matea  were  prepared  by  the  heads  of  the  ma- 
nufacturiag  departmeut  upon  die  Ittsis  of  a 
oertain  number  of  anna  which  it  waspn^iosed 
to  manufacture*  But  it  had  aever  been  the 
praetioe  to  adhen  f  ery  closely  dther  to  the 
number  or  the  deseriptioa  of  these  aims ; 
and  at  this  moment,  when  all  these  ptrints 
were  so  unsettled*  it  waa  more  than  erer 
difficult  to  bind  themselTCs  at  the  begin- 
niuff  of  the  year  to  manufacture  a  partico- 
Iar\ind  and  nnmber  of  guns  during  the 
year.  Such  an  Estimate,  if  laid  before 
the  House,  would  either  compel  the  autho- 
rit^es  to  adhere  to  a  particulu-  kbd  of  gun, 
although  some  more  nsefal  kind  might  after- 
wards hare  been  inf ented,  or  else  the  infor- 
mation would  be  of  little  nse.  Perhaps  in 
future  years,  when  this  branch  of  the  Es- 
timates rested  on  a  more  certain  basis, 
further  information  might  be  given  to  the 
Committee,  but  in  no  ease  would  it  be 
possible  to  giro  an  Estimate  whioh  should 
not  be  deputed  from  without  great  inooo- 
vewenee  to  the  pnblie  serrice.  Uoreorer, 
it  bad  always  been  thought  objeetion- 
aUe  to  publish  in  this  manner  the  exact 
number  of  arms  whieb  they  proposed  to 
nanufaotnre.  It  would  be  inoonTODient  to 
do  so  on  aoeoant  ^  the  knowledge  that 
would  thereby  be  afforded  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  in  many  instances  it  would  be 
incouTenient  also  that  it  should  he  known 
by  the  prirat  trade  that  the  Oovemment  in- 
tended to  manufacture  a  oertain  quantity 
and  description  of  arms  themselres,  learing 
the  rest  to  be  contracted  for.  The  matter 
should  be  ioTostigated,  and,  if  possible, 
some  kind  of  appendix,  such  as  that  sog- 

Sistod  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Poole  (Mr. 
enry  Seymour),  should  be  prepared  for 
the  infbrmatimi  of  the  House.  As  it  was 
necessary  to  limit  themselTcs  to  the  item 
of  the  gun  factory,  he  would  take  another 
mportnnity  of  replying  upon  the  general 
Vote. 

OOLOMIL  STKES  aaid,  that  as  he  did 
not  deure  to  restriet  the  disensdon  he 
■honld  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Hotion,  by  lean^  wAMnnoii. 


OsmuL  PEEL  said,  he  had  eompli- 
mented  the  noble  Marqenss  on  the  general 
clearness  and  fulness  of  the  Estimates, 
hut  here  there  seemed  to  be  a  falling  off 
in  this  respect,  because  while  formerly  it 
used  to  show  what  proportion  of  arms  was 
intended  for  the  naral  and  what  for  the 
military  serrice,  this  was  now  no  longer 
the  case.  They  never  gare  the  exact  num- 
ber of  gnna ;  but  the  praetioe  had  been 
to  give  the  amount  for  the  navy  and  the 
amount  for  the  army.  He  begged  to  ai^ 
the  noble  Marquess  for  some  ex^aimUoB 
as  to  certain  Totes  on  page  7.  The  firat 
matter  he  wished  to  hare  some  exphtnation 
on  waa  wi^  referenee  to  the  labwatory  tX 
Danmport  He  wished  to  know  wbeuier 
it  waa  intioded  to  transfer  the  stores  at 
DoTonport  from  the  charge  of  an  artil- 
lery officer  to  the  Store  Department.  If 
so,  such  transfer  would  be  io  opposi- 
tion to  two  Minutes  of  the  War  Office, 
strongly  recommending  that  the  stores 
should  he  under  Uie  chai^  of  an  artillery 
officer. 

Mb.  WATEIN  said,  he  wished  to  ob- 
serre  that  the  noble  Lord  who  represented 
the  War  Department  stated  that  the  cost 
of  arming  the  forts  would  be  ;£3,000,000, 
while  the  hon.  Member  for  Pinshory  said 
it  would  be  £17,000,000,  and  had  brought 
forward  a  caloolaUoD  based  on  the  procMd- 
ings  of  the  Goremment  of  Russia  to  show 
that  it  eoold  not  be  less  than  £14,000,000. 
The  nnmber  of  gnna  to  be  plaoed  in  the 
forts  waa  1,944.  and  the  nob£a  Lord  atated 
that  he  had  in  stoi^  744  of  the  gnna, 
thereby  reducing  the  nnmber  wanted  to 
1,200.  But  the  Oommittee  would  like  to 
know  where  these  744  guns  were,  what 
was  their  calibre,  whether  they  were  of 
iron  or  steel,  and  whether  they  could  be 
had  without  being  pud  for.  The  noble 
Lord,  baring  reduced  the  number  of  guni 
to  1,200,  assumed  that  they  were  to  he 
only  12-ton  guns;  but  when  the  forUfioa- 
tions  were  first  roted  the  assumption  waa 
that  they  were  to  be  armed  with  ordnance 
equal  to  any  that  could  be  plaoed  in  poil- 
tioo  by  any  Goremment  with  whioh  Eng- 
land might  hare  to  compete.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Finsbory  referred  to  the  ex- 
ample of  Koiaia,  and  told  (he  Committee 
tliat  1.944  guns  snoh  aa  he  deseribed  wodd 
eoet  a  certain  lom.  The  hon.  Member 
also  took  the  lerrieo  of  ammunition  for 
each  gun  at  200  ronnda,  and  it  was  to  be 
soppmed  that  no  Ooremment  preparing 
for  defence  would  make  an  estimate  for  a 
less  serrioe  of  ammanition.   Were  the/, 
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theo  —  in  ordttr  that  the  Budget  might 
mnswer  to  oertain  ealcnlationi  —  to  delude 
themfelves  into  the  doUod  that  £3.000.000 
oulr  would  be  required  t  The  hou.  Mem- 
ber I  ealoulatioD  appeued  to  be  eorreot. 
and  he  hoped  the  noble  Uarqneis  would 
give  eome  ezplaoation. 

LoBD  ELCHO  said,  he  fancied  that  the 
battle  of  the  guns  was  likely  to  be  as  re- 
markable as  the  battle  of  the  gauges,  and 
though  he  abataioed  from  takiog  part  in 
it.  yet  he  was  prepared  to  beltefe,  from 
what  he  knew  of  the  mauagemeot  of  the 
War  Department  with  respect  to  small 
arms,  that  its  management  with  respect  to 
hig  gnus  could  not  be  satisfactory.  If  he 
thought  he  should  meet  with  any  support 
he  would  more  that  the  Vote  io  regard  to 
the  manufacture  of  small  arms  should  be 
omitted,  not  as  not  being  necessary,  but 
as  not  being  properly  spent  by  the  Oorem- 
ment.  A.  Committee  was  appointed  in 
1862,  and  they,  reported  that  of  three  de- 
Boriptions  of  small  arms  one  was  superior, 
and  yet  the  Government  bad  gone  on  manu- 
£seturing  those  arms  which  the  Committee 
r^eeted.  Now  that  was  not  the  way  to 
go  on,  and  if  it  were  pursued  by  any  firm 
or  person  in  this  country  they  or  ho  would 
ioon  become  bankrupt.  He  beUered  that 
the  oflSoert  employed  by  the  Ooremment 
were  rery  efficient  men,  but  fae  could  not 
nnderstand  why  the  Government  persisted 
in  manufacturing  an  arm  which  was  eou- 
sidered  inferior  to  other  arms,  and  he 
thought  that  they  hod  a  right  to  ask  whe- 
ther it  was  intended  to  continue  the  manu- 
facture of  the  rejected  arm,  or  to  adopt 
the  arm  recommended  by  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Goremment  ?  The  noble 
Marquess  said,  as  he  understood,  that  the 
Government  had  gone  on  manufacturing 
the  arm  which  had  been  condemned  because 
Uie  best  description  of  breeoh*loader  bad 
not  been  discovered.  But  sorely  it  would 
be  wiser  to  make  rifles  the  best  pattern 
known  than  to  go  On  making  more  of  a 
rejected  pattern.  If  it  was  a  question  of 
inereased  cost,  be  oould  nnderstand  the 
eoorse  token  by  tiie  Government,  but 
no  outlay  would  be  required  for  new  ma- 
chinery. Last  year  the  Secretary  of 
State  sud  that  it  was  perfectly  eompe- 
teut  for  Ifr.  Lancaster,  whose  patent  had 
expired,  to  apply  for  a  renewal,  to  which 
no  opposition  would  he  offered  by  the  Se- 
cretary for  War,  and  it  was  only  the  other 
day  that  it  was  represented  that  whenever 
the  OoTernment  made  use  of  any  patent 
they  would  m^e  a  foir  bargain  with  the 


patentee  j  but  in  spite  of  these  assurances 
the  Attorney  General  was  instructed  to 
resist  the  renewal  of  the  patent,  and  the 
Government  put  the  patentee  to  an  expen- 
diture of  £700  or  £800  in  oosts.  for  the 
sake  of  saving  Is.  realty  per  barrd.  This 
was  not  the  way  to  encourage  inventions 
for  the  public  good.  If  the  Reports  of 
Committees,  oosUog  the  oountij  £7,000 
or  £8,000  a  year,  were  to  be  treated  as 
mere  waste  paper  it  would  be  better  to 
strike  the  Votes  for  those  Committees  out 
of  the  Estimates.  For  the  sake  of  saving 
Is.  per  barrel  royalty  it  was  hardly  worth 
while  to  break  faith  with  Mr.  Lancaster  or 
with  statements  made  in  that  House.  Be- 
ing Chairman  of  the  National  Rifle  Asso- 
ciation, his  attention  had  been  called  to  the 
various  descriptions  of  small  arms,  and  at 
competitions  at  Wimbledon,  as  the  mass 
of  Volunteers  were  armed  with  the  Govern- 
ment rifle,  the  ConncU  were  obliged  to 
exclude  the  use  of  the  Lancaster  and  flne 
groove  rifles  from  competition  with  tlie 
Bnfield  rifle,  on  account  of  theur  superio- 
rity to  it  SB  arms  of  precision.  The  expe- 
rience of  that  Association  in  its  competi- 
tions at  Wimbledon  was  thos  found  to 
eorrohorate  the  deoiuon  of  the  Sdeot 
Committee,  condemning  the  one  arm  and 
reeommending  the  manufacture  of  the 
other.  His  only  desire  was  to  see  the 
public  money  spent  on  a  good  arm  instead 
of  on  a  bod  one. 

Mb.  NEWDEGATE  said,  that  seeing 
there  was  a  change  in  the  statement  of  the 
aocouDt  of  manufacturing  there,  he  wished 
to  know  the  total  of  the  number  of  guns 
produced  St  the  Enfield  factory  last  year, 
and  also  whether  the  Govemmsnt  contem- 
plated to  increase  the  weight  or  the  strength 
of  the  barrel  of  the  Enfield  rifle. 

The  Mabqoess  ob  HARTINGTON  said, 
the  hon.  Member  foT  ^shury  appeared  to 
base  his  calculations  on  the  number  of  guns 
required  *b«ng  1,944.  If  he  would  refer 
to  the  Report  of  the  Commission  he  vonld 
flnd  tiiat  900  of  the  heaviest  guns  waa  the 
total  number  reoomraended  by  the  Com- 
missioners. From  that  number  would  be 
supplied  the  guns  intended  for  Portsmouth 
and  its  defences.  Therefore,  a  very  con- 
siderable quantity  of  guns  for  the  land  de- 
fences was  comprised  in  that  number.  He 
could  not  state  exactly  how  many  guns 
would  be  mounted  on  the  Sjpithead  forti, 
but  certainly  in  comparison  with  the  whole 
900  the  number  would  be  very  small. 
Those  forts  would  doubtless  have  to  be 
armed  with  the  rery  heaviest  9im  we  eouU 

Digitized  by  LaOOg IC 


1M6         %gHy-.^flHy  (COHHOKS)  XH^imatH,  1906 


nulte,  xttd  smm  of  Aien  wonM  n^pAm  90 
or  23-ton  gam.  Thft  hoii.  MemW  based 
hit  nIaiMOBi  «fitir«lf  m  whi*  be  Mud 
A*  RsHlait  Otpremnent  huA  done  in  Aat 
matta-,  bnft  il  dM  aoi  MOeinrilj  Mhm 
1i»t  we  drcnild  hare  ts  pay  large  a  mm 
as  Raula  fn-  gmw.  BlB^  it  waa  quite 
posnUa  that  our  gam  he  more  «k> 
pensin  than  h«  antio^ted,  and  tmdoub^ 
edij  it  would  be  so  if  h  wai  fomid  neeessar; 
to  adopt  tb«  Whitworth  or  aoj  other  more 
eoMtlj  arm  than  IhOT  were  now  maBsfae- 
taring.  But,  ai  he  had  prerioDslj  stated, 
he  beliered  we  bad  now  got  a  vei7  good 
goD,  and  eertainiy  in  eomparison  with 
others  it  was  not  a  dear  gan.  The  12-toD 
gmt  was  eapable  of  piercing  an  iron-elad 
TOBsel,  and  he  did  not  know  whj  we  should 
in  ordioarj  cases  bare  a  hvger  gun  than 
one  that  was  fonnd  snffibient  for  the  pur- 
pose. He  hdiered  that  about  1.200  naral 
gnus  would  be  required  at  an  aferage  of 
not  more  Chan  IS  tons.  The  7-ton  was 
abo  eatable  of  piarnng  an  iron-dad.  WiA 
iflgaid  to  what  bad  liillaB  from  the  faon. 
Member  for  Stoekport  (Mr.  Wathin),  he 
tikonght  that  for  mud  defenoes,  our  stock 
of  east-iron  guns  would,  in  many  positions, 
he  perfectly  sufficient.  We  had  a  eon- 
sideraUe  number  of  110,  40,  and  70*ponn- 
ders,  which  were  reiy  good  for  many 
porposes,  and  it  was  not  at  iJl  probable 
that  it  wtnild  be  requisite  to  manufacture 
a  large  number  of  guus  for  land  defences. 
Probably,  Captain  Palliser  wonid  be  able 
to  fomish  at  a  cheap  rate  a  gun  of  sufficient 
power  for  all  land  defanoe.  As  to  ammmri- 
tioOf  be  had  not  stated  (bat  it  was  intended  to 
anpplj  only  100  rounda  for  the  gons,  but 
that  It  wenU  probaUy  not  be  necessary  to 
anpply  more  than  100  roonda  of  steel  shot 
foreuh.  They  M  not  giro  any  statement : 
this  year  respeottng  dm  tmn  te  he  ex- 
pended 00  Imnr  and  materiala  at  Bnfidd, 
neewne  they  had  not  been  aUe  to  base 
dieir  ealenhtfons  npoo  a  eertdn  number  of 
arms  which  they  proposed  to  manufacture. 
With  respect  to  Enfield  rifles,  they  really 
Ad  not  yet  know  what  it  was  they  were 
likely  to  manufacture  dnring  that  year. 
The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Bn- 
field  and  breech-loader  bad  only  just  been 
reeeived,  and  it  was  not  yet  decided  whe- 
ther the  whole  or  tbe  greater  part  of  the 
foroe  at  the  Bofield  factoir  sfaoald  he 
employed  in  tbe  conrernon  of  the  Enfldd 
or  tbe  mannCsotnre  of  some  other  arm.  It 
had,  tbarefbre,  been  Ihooght  best  to  ai^ 
the  Honae  for  a  roond  smn  for  the 
Iheture  of  whaterer  might  be  undertaken. 


j£lO,090  ttMe  wfcs  MtkeA  Una  tee 
a^ed  last  year,  beeance  th«ra  ««M  pre- 
bithly  he  •  eonvendon  of  ansa  en  %  wye 
seal^  or  pwhapa  Ih^  would  bne  to 
mandhetare  a  aev  bfeefl^4oeinBg  arm. 
wfaieh  wonMf  no  donhti  he  move  ezpeullve 
than  a  muisle-loadiBg  one.  The  noUe 
Lord  (Lord  EMw)  aued  w^  they  had 
not  ad(»ted  the  Lancaster  system  of  riffing 
for  (he  Bofletd  arm,  and  what  they  int  Aided 
to  do  Ihlt  year.  The  tui  was  that  since 
the  debate  of  last  year,  and  since  (he 
decision  had  been  eome  to  to  miopt  as  sotm 
as  possible  a  breeofa-loadiog  srm  for  the 
army,  a  rery  small  qnantity  of  rifles  had 
been  mannfaetured  at  BnSeM,  and  their 
mannfaetare  would  be  dtsemttmied  alto- 
gether at  the  earliest  period.  When  it  was 
clear  that  a  breech-loader  of  some  dasorip- 
Hon  was  desin^,  it  became  adnsaUe  to 
refhtin  from  tbe  manufacture  of  nmnl«h 
loading  arms.  Tbey  had,  therefore,  eoiK 
fined  tbemselres  prMdpally  to  nwawftwtw. 
ing  the  bnedi-loading  earlune  for  the 
earaliy,  Ae  nrttem  «  whieh  bad  be«B 
approred,  and  t3$o  a  eortan  nnnber  of 
smooth-bore  gms  for  tbe  Intf an  QoTom- 
ment.  They  proposed  this  year  to  go  on 
manufacturiug  breech-leading  carbines  for 
the  oaratry,  ud  if  that  did  not  give 
BufficicDt  employment  to  their  buds  tiH 
the  oonrersion  of  the  muasle-loaders  eom- 
menced,  they  would  continue  to  manufo»> 
tore  other  arms  which  it  was  not  neeeasaty 
should  be  of  a  breeeb-loadtng  obaraetor. 
With  regard  to  Laneaster  bneoh-lsader, 
be  regratted  that  (he  noUe  Lord  had  not 
given  htm  notiee  oi  bit  mteotion  to  bring 
forward  that  snl^eet,  beeause  he  did  not 
reooHeot  the  eiroinsatoneea  under  whitb 
the  QoTemment  opposed  Uie  renewal  of 
Mr.  Lanesstor's  patent.  He  wna  under 
the  nnprestton  ^at  it  weoM  not  be 
necessary  to  oppose  tike  fenewal  of  hii 
patent*  and  was  surprised  to  lean  that 
it  bad  been  opposed.  He  woidd,  howerer, 
be  happy  to  exphun  those  oiremutancea 
te  the  noble  Lora  if  be  wodd  gbre  a  notice 
rdatittg  to  that  qnestioa  for  a  futare  day. 
He  hoped  that  tbe  noble  Lord  and  the 
House  would  not  ebjeet  to  rote  Aim  sum 
of  money  en  tbe  faith  (hat  theOoremment 
wonM  as  soon  as  posuUs  proeeed  with  tbe 
eonrersion  of  the  nflMle4iwding  into  tbe 
breeeh-loading  weapon*.  The  foctoriea  at 
DoTonport  and  Ptprtemonth  wen  boC  m- 
tended  for  the  manufaetare  of  new  storos^ 
wfaieh  was  eonflned  to  Wodwidif  hot  for 
the  npairs  <rf  stores.  It  had  been  repre- 
aantoa  that  Ibeao  repain  jme  eonduoled 
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at «  STMlw  ooit  than  if  they  took  pUee  at 
WoMwioh,  and  an  inqurj  wat  going  on  to 
m  whother  000  ayitoni  vai  mora  ooono- 
UHoal  and  efiooat  than  the  odior. 

Load  BLGHO  said,  b«  wUhod  that  th« 
noble  Lord  would  tell  the  HoQW  the  number 
of  Enfield  rifle*  made  during  the  last  jear, 
and  the  rate  at  which  thej  were  now  beinc 
made.  Last  year  the  noble  Lord  said 
1,000  a  week  were  being  made  there,  of 
which  700  were  the'  three*grooTed  long 
Enfield  pattern.  He  was  afraid  tbi«  con- 
demned article  was  being  manuCictared  at 
the  rate  of  700  a  week.  Since  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  in  18&2  not  fewer  than 
100,000  bed  been  made  sufficient  to  arm 
all  the  troops  in  the  lerTioe  \  aqd  if  the 
Ooverament  mceeeded  in  conrerting  it  into 
a  breeofa-loader,  they  would  be  ofmrerting 
an  inferior  arm  instead  of  that  reeem- 
mendad  bj  their  vwn  Committee. 

Thi  HiBttinsa  or  HABTINOTOK  said, 
that  the  noble  Lard  talked  of  the  Enfield 
rifle  bnnga  ''eondemned  arm/'  but,  al- 
though the  Laneaster  rifle  might  be  supe- 
rior, the  Committee  of  1863  reported  that 
the  Enfield  rifle  was  sUll  a  better  am  than 
that  supplied  to  any  troops  in  the  world. 
At  many  ranges  of  firing  the  diffarraoe 
between  the  Enfield  and  other  rifies  was 
scarcely  perceptible.  He  could  not  giro 
the  noble  Lord  the  exact  awnbers,  hot  he 
beliered  that  the  number  of  Bnfields  made 
during  the  past  year  did  not  exeeed  20,000, 
and  that  no  rifle  of  that  pattern  was  being 
manufactured  at  present.  The  factory 
were  engaged  in  making  either  Mr.  West- 
ley  ^ol»ra*a  breeoh-loiuUogearbiiw  or  the 
artillery  oarbineh 

Low  BLCBO  said,  that  when  ha  used 
the  tenn  "eondemned  arm,"  he  naad  it 
as  oompared  with  other  arais  in  their  own 
serrioe.  He  admitted  that  our  troops  were 
better  armed  than  an^  ether  troop*  in  the 
world,  but  the  Committee  upon  four  point*, 
including  precision  when  clean,  precision 
when  foul,  and  simplicity  of  management, 
reported  in  farour  of  the  weapon  which 
the  QoTemmeot  would  not  make.  What 
he  oompUined  of  waa  that  the  GoTom- 
ment  perwstently  maanfaetnred  the  least 
good  of  the  tbrea  arms  ad(^ited  in  Uie 
■wioe. 

Mr.  KEWDEGATB  said,  that  it  ap- 
peared to  bin  thai  the  BnfiM  lietory  was 
getting  inta  this  poaition— that  they  were 
heaping  np  a  large  ataff  wfaibi  the  Oom- 
mittee  were  deliberating  vmb  the  kind  of 
am  that  ahenld  be  ad^tad.  He  did  not 
viafa  to  bwiy  any  imaaftnn  oomIruob 


nnoB  the  mUtXn  t  tet  it  appetnd  to  kirn 
that  the  Committee  had  lost  ^me.  Wonld 
the  noble  Irf»d  lay  on  the  table  aBetmn  of 
the  number  of  arms  of  all  kinds  made 
the  Bnfl^  fiutery  during  the  past  year  f 
He  would  add  that  be  did  not  tiiink  the 
Enfield  rifle  deterred  to  be  called  a  "  con- 
demned arm,"  It  had  a  fault — a  want  of 
suflicient  strengUi  of  metal  in  the  barrel. 
But  be  believed  the  Enfield  rifle  to  be  the 
best  arm  in  general  use  in  any  army  in  die 
world.  He  would  aak  wheUier  that  had 
been  considered,  because  whatever  arm 
they  were  about  to  adopt  that  fault  should 
be  aroided— and  ha  tnuted  that  this  defect 
wonld  be  aoMidad  in  the  new  breedt- 
loader. 

Ma,  KINNAIBD  said,  he  wished  to  ask 
when  the  promised  Benort  the  Rifle 
Brigade  experimentii  with  the  Whitworth 
rifle  wonld  be  laid  beibre  the  House.  The 
Heoae  ought  dw  to  have  the  papers  eon- 
neoted  with  the  renewal  of  the  patent  for 
the  Laneaater  rifle,  in  order  to  see  if  the 
patentee  had  been  foirly  dealt  with. 

Mb.  LIDDELL  said,  be  wished  to  know 
whether  tenders  had  been  received  for  the 
conversion  of  the  Enfield  into  a  breeoh- 
loader,  what  system  of  conversion  had  been 
decided  npon,  and  the  names  of  the  firm 
whose  tender  had  been  accepted  ? 

Mb.  HENRY  SETMOUR  aatd.  he  had 
not  understood  the  remarks  of  his  noble 
Friend  (Lord  Elcho)  to  be  condemnatory 
of  the  Enfield  rifle.  His  noble  Friend 
bad  only  stated  (hat  the  rifle  in  use  wai 
the  least  perfect  of  the  three  patterns  in 
the  aenriee,  and  that  the  Oovemment 
had,  notwithatBading,  persisted  in  making 
100.000  of  them. 

CoLOXiL  DUNNE  «aid,  there  waa  all 
the  difiiarenee  in  the  world  between  a 
amaH  arm  that  was  the  beat  weapon  of 
war  and  an  instrument  for  merely  throwing 
projectiles  accurately.  He  feared  that  the 
Lancaster  rifle  might  not  wear,  and  that 
it  would  not  do  for  long  and  heavy  work. 
A  strong  and  coarse  weapon  was  wanted 
for  the  soldier  in  active  serrice. 

Thb  Mabqozsb  of  HABTIN6T0N  said, 
that  the  number  mannfaotured  of  die  En- 
field r^e  would  beat  be  aeen  when  the 
Enfield  balanoe-sheet  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  eonld  not  be  shown  acourately  before. 
As  to  the  strength  of  the  barrel  of  the 
Enfield,  the  Committee  had  been  engaged 
in  experimanta  and  inveat^cationa  aa  to  the 
foalittM  meet  to  ba  desired  in  a  militaiy 
weapon,  and  no  donbt  additional  atrengu 
«f  bml  m  Wiidagad  very  importanl. 
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Tbd  ^VMtion  ms,  oonlcl  that  additional 
Btrength  be  bad,  preaerring  tbe  length  of 
the  arm*  except  by  adopting  soma  amaller 
bore  ?  He  coald  not  give  an  answer  at 
present  to  bis  bon.  Friend  (Ur.  Kinnaird) 
whether  the  correBpondenoe  relatire  to  the 
Lancaster  patent  would  be  produced.  With 
reference  to  the  queBtion  of  the  bon.  Mem- 
ber for  Poole  (Hr.  Seymour),  be  thought 
erery  step  in  thiB  matter  had  been  taken 
with  as  much  rapidity  as  possible.  The 
Report  of  the  Committee  reeommending  the 
adopting  of  a  breech-loader  was  received 
in  July  laat.  There  were  sereral  proposals 
to  alter  the  Bn6eld  rifle.  It  was  necesBary 
to  eoniolt  the  trade  on  the  subject,  and 
there  was  a  eonpeUtioD  for  the  best  plan 
of  eoaTeruon.  Tbe  mannfaeturen  requred 
some  time  to  tnhmit  tbeir  jdans.  Then 
they  required  some  time  to  altw  the  rifles 
that  were  i^ren  to  them,  and  after  that  it 
was  necessary  that  experiments  shonld  he 
made  to  test  them.  No  greater  expedition 
coald  be  used  in  this  matter  ecmnslent  with 
obtuning  satisfactory  resnlts. 

Mb.  SURTEBS  said,  I  wish  to  ask  the 
noble  I^rd  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
whether  the  report  is  true  that  a  consider- 
able namher  of  carbines,  of  the  Westley 
Richard's  pattern  are  about  to  be  issued 
to  the  caTalry,  and,  if  so,  whether  they 
will  require  capping;  heeause,  if  such 
ihottld  be  the  case.  I  eonsider  it  will  be 
a  Tory  great  defect. 

The  Marqdbss  of  HARTINOTON  said, 
that  in  the  Westley  Keharda  and  carbines 
the  percoasioo  arrangement  waa  separate 
from  the  ammnniUiHi. 

Mb.  HBNRT  SBTHOUR  obserred, 
that  any  breech-loader  would  be  defeetiTO 
that  required  capping. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agrni  to. 

(13.)  £485,000.  Warlike  Stores  also 

Of^reed  to. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
that  the  Chairman  do  now  report  progress 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  AYRTON  said,  be  wished  to  ex- 
press a  hope  that  when  the  next  Vote  was 
taken  detailed  explanations  would  be  giren 
by  the  noble  Lord  as  to  the  fortifications 
proposed  to  be  oonstructed  in  Canada, 
and  the  number  of  men  reqiured  for  them. 
At  present  they  knew  nothing  about  these 
fbrtiflcations,  or  where  they  were  proposed 
to  be  oonstructed.  Tbe  Report  they  had 
before  them  was  of  a  useless  obaracter. 
When  we  made  our  own  ooast  jveparatioDB 
The  Harpim  0/ Bartuigieit 


there  was  information,  but  hwe  there  was 
none.  Tbey  should  have  some  sketch  of 
what  tbe  QoTomment  intended  to  do ;  and 
he  hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  be  prepared, 
when  the  House  again  went  into  Commit- 
tee, to  give  full  information. 

Lord  BLCHO  sai^be  had  been  about 
to  make  a  similar  request.  Qreat  interest 
was  felt  in  tbe  question,  and  he  hoped  tbe 
noble  Yiscoant  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  see  that  this,  perhaps  the  most 
important  qustion  that  would  be  brought 
before  them  this  Session,  was  discussed  at 
an  early  hour,  when  there  was  full  attend- 
ance of  Members,  and  not  during  the 
dinner  hour. 

Sib  MORTON  PBTO  suggested  that  a 
special  day  ibonld  be  fixed  for  the  diaens- 
sion.  The  qoestton  was  one  acting  the 
pnhlie  mind  very  mnoh. 

VisooDHT  PALMBRSTON :  We  pro- 
pose to  go  on  with  tbe  Army  Estimates  on 
Thursday  next,  and  this  Vote  will  be  the 
first  taken.  The  hour  at  which  the  discus- 
Bion  will  come  on  is  not  altogether  within 
the  control  of  tbe  Oovernment.  It  depends 
a  good  deal  on  those  bon.  Members  who 
have  preliminary  Motions.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, that  a  general  understanding  may  be 
come  to,  and  that  the  House  will  at  an  early 
hour  go  into  Committee. 

Ms.  SBTMOUR  FITZGERALD  said, 
he  wished  to  know  whether  Colonel  Jerrois's 
Report  would  be  produced.  At  present 
they  had  only  bis  covering  letter  enclosing 
his  Report.  He  presumed  that  the  produc- 
tion of  the  plans  proposed  for  the  fbrtiSoaF 
tions  would  be  inexpedient. 

Tbb  Mabqdisb  of  HARTINOTON 
Bud,  tlie  Oovemment  had  been  afaready 
fonnd  fenlt  with  for  giving  so  mueh  inform 
mation,  although  he  did  not  think  any  harm 
bad  been  done  ;  for  there  was  really  no- 
thing in  the  printed  Report  of  Colonel 
Jervois  that  the  Americans  were  not  al- 
ready fully  acquainted  with.  But  tbe 
Report  now  alluded  to  was  certainly  of  a 
peifectty  confidential  nature,  and  it  would 
he  very  unwise  to  produce  it.  It  was  not 
intended  to  lay  upon  the  table  any  other 
Report  than  that  already  prodoeed,  which 
contained  the  substance  of  the  reoom- 
mendations  on  which  tbe  Government  in- 
tended to  act. 

Mb.  SBTMOUR  FITZGERALD  said, 
he  thouriit  it  would  have  been  much  better 
for  the  Gofemment  to  lay  on  the  table  « 
short  statement  of  those  foriificatiou 
which  they  conuderod  neeessary,  instead 
of  entering  into  all  the  reasODi  why  they 
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eoo&idered  them  to  be  neoesury— details 
wbtch  had  excited  a  good  deal  of  distrnat 
here,  and  probably  a  good  deal  of  dtseour- 
agement  at  the  other  aide  of  the  water. 

Hooae  rvnuMd. 

Resolntiona  to  he  reported  To-morrmoi 
Committee  to  «t  agaio  on  W«dne»da^. 


(Irehmr)  SOL  2002 


HETBOPOLITAN  HOUSELESS  POOR. 
BOL  ORDnuD.  rnuT  RBADoro.  [Box  83.] 

Ur.  0.  P.  VILLIERS,  in  moring  for 
lenve  to  introduce  a  Bill  tocoDtinue  the  Me- 
tropolitan Homelen  Poor  Act,  uid.  as  this 
Act  passed  as  an  ezperiment  last  Session, 
badaaawered  its  porpoee  admirably,  and  had 
proTed  most  ueeptable  to  all  the  districts 
ID  London  where  it  had  been  tried.  He 
therefore  proposed  to  extend  its  operations 
for  another  ymr. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  continue  the  Uetropolitan  House- 
less Poor  Act,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
bj  Ifr.  YnxiBRS  and  Viscount  Ehpibld. 

Bill  pretented,  and  read  1».  [Bill  83.] 


LAHOBB  B18K0PB10. 
RewdntlMi  MfMMbrMl  in  Ooauntttee. 

(la  Uw  OommUtM.) 
Seaolvei,  That  It  is  expedient  to  mudoww  tlw 
SeoretUT  of  Stat«  for  Indis  in  Gonncil  to  nuke 
profiiion  for  the  paTinenL  oat  of  the  ReTennes 
of  Indtft,  of  the  Salaries  of  the  Bishop  aiwl  Areh- 
deaoon,  and  of  other  ebargeg  incidental  to  the 
establiahmont  of  a  Biahoprio  of  Lahore. 
BesohitUKi  to  be  rsportad  ZbHmrrw. 


DRAINAQE  AMD  IHFROTBMKRT  OP  LAHD8  {jRB- 
LAND)  PB0TI8I0RAL  OBDEBB  OOKFIRMATIOH 
BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Pbbl,  Bill  to  conflmi  certain 
Proviaional  Order  under  "The  Drainage  and 
Improvement  of  Lands  (Ireland)  Act,  1863," 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pibl  and  Sir 
Gaoaas  Our. 

BiUi»«iMlMf,  and  nad  l^  [Bill  8S.] 

Hoosa  B^Joamed  at  a  qnarier 
after  Twelve  o  eloek. 
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ABINGDON  GAOL 

uX.    QneetioB,  Mr.  Darby  Griffith ;  Answer, 
Sir  George  Gi!«rF<6  9,  JU 


AlMUfcion  of  Arrert  iqpon  fiBAl  ProeeM 

Bin  iTkt  Lord  CkmeeUor) 

I.  Pnsanted; read Uifor ISM  OtcM) 
BlUwlthdniwn*  JfarlS 


AboUtioa  of  Amrt  on  FiuJ  Frooeti 

<No.  3}  BUI   ( The  Lord  CkoMMltor) 
t.  Pveaented ;  read      JKn- 18       (No.  88) 


Ai»DiitLKr,  Bight  Hon.  C.  B.,  5teAn^ 
tktn^N. 

Aftiea— Western  Coast,  Comm.  nored  for,  080 

British  KaflNria,  Comm.  1007 ;  «(.  S,  1006 

Colonial  Naval  Deftnoe,  Coanau  18S8 

Edueation — Comm.  mored  fyt^  W4 

New  Zealand— War  in.  1407 

Prisons.  LeaTe.  230 

Rinr  Waten  Freteetioo,  tR.  ISil 


AvTOCATE,  The  l(0rd  (Bight  "Han,  J. 
UoncreiiF),  Edinburgh 
Ireland— State  of,  Res.  770 
Judioial  Statistics,  Scotoh,  008 
Uedical  Practitioners,  Sooteb,  000 
Sheriff  Courts  (SeoUand),  1049 
Writa  RegistratioD  (Sootland),  Leave,  888 
Wriu  Registntiw,  Ac.  (Scotland),  Leave,  009 

Afflrmn.'t^ffiin  (Sootland)  Bill 

( JTr.  Edward  OnmM  Mr.  Dtrnkf) 
«.  Bill  ordered  •^eft  99 

Read  I'^FebU  [BiU  40] 

Bead  3**  Jfiir  8 

Committee*:  Rep<tft  J&wO 

Reada"*ifiir  13 
t.  Road  I**  {Lent  Cketm^twd)  Mar  H  (No.  87) 

AfiriM  ( WuUm  Chnt) 
Seleot  OMBmittae  aMotnted  "to  etmdder  the 

stata  of  the  British  EstabUshmtnta  on  the 

Western  Coast  of  AMea    {Mr.  A^brUy) 

Feb  31,  080 
On  Mareh  8,  Committee  nominated  as  follows  : 

—Mr.  Caidwdl.  Mr.  Chieheater  Forteseiv, 
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ATT 


4friea  ( Wettam  Coojf  )~MHit. 

Sir  Fnnoii  Bering,  T^rd  Stanley,  Hr.  Sey- 
mour Fitsgorald,  Sir  John  Hay,  Mr.  Buxton, 
Lord  Alfred  Ghnrebill,  Mr.  Arthur  Mills,  Ur. 
Baxter,  Mr.  WillUm  Edward  Fonto*,  Mr. 
Gregory,  Mr.  CheethMD,  Mr.  Oavo,  and  Mr. 
Adderley 

Aod,  on  Maroh  6,  The  Marqueu  of  Hartington 
and  Mr.  fl.  Se/mour  added 

Jfiriean  MerehanU*  Companfff  Smbtidy  to 
QnestiOD,  Mr.  White ;  Answer,  The  Chancel- 
lor of  tho  Bxobe^ner      27,  747 

Agricultural  Parishet  . 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Sjngkt,  Retntna  ordered 

FOt  97,880 
F^faer  Setam  mored  Ibr  ;   after  debate. 
Debate  at^oumed  ;  Debate  manwd  Mar  6  ; 
Retoms  ordered,  1201 

AzBUX,  Earl  of 
North  W«it  Tenitonr— Britldi  Korth  Ansrioa, 
«88 

AiTBSBBTEiN,  Mr.  W.,  Qre&omeh 
New  OroH  Boads,  2B.  Ameitdt.  490, 407 

AppnU  CmmitUt 
AjipoiDtwl  Aft  7 

Akohdiix,  Captain  K.      F«mumtyh  Co. 
Game  Lioowei  {Inland),  LeaT«,  194 

AwTLL,  Duka  of  (Lord  PriTy  Seal) 
British  Katfraris,  9R.  1531,  IfiSS 
Edmunds,  Leonard  —  Resigoatioa  Comm. 
moTed  for,  1291 

Amy 

Armttrong  Ottnt  far  Fortipn  OovertmewU, 

QneHion,  Mr.  Laird  ;  Answer,  The  Marquess 

of  ITartington  Mcar  S.  080 
ArmiUmff  Twelve-pounder  Oun$,  Question,  Mr. 

11.  BaiUie ;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Har- 

tiugton  Feb  30,  449 
Jrmiirong  and  WhUwtorth  Ottnt,  Question,  Sir 

John  Hay  ;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Har- 
tington Feb  17,  820:  Question,  Mr.  II. 

Baillie;  Answer,  TIm  MarqaeM  of  Hartlag- 

ton  Mixr  16, 1789 
Ikputy  Limeaawty  of  tke  7*msm>,  <i«aatioa, 

Sir  John  Trelawny  ;  Answer,  The  Marqaess 

of  Hartington  Mar  3,  1014 
Outu  for  Voatt  Defeneet,  Obserrations,  Ur. 

fienry  Berkeley  :  Reply,  The  Marquess  of 

SartiiwtoB  i  debate  Ummm  Mar  30, 1934 
JrM  or  Sowum  ColAotfe  BterttiU,  Question, 

Mr.  O'Rmlly;  Annrer,  The  ManiUH  of 

HarUngton  Mar  18, 1739 
MUitary  BotfUalt  at  JMley  and  Wootwidt, 

Obserrations,  The  Earl  of  Dalbousie ;  Reply, 

Eari  De  Grey  and  Ripon ;  long  debate  theraon 

Jfar  8,  lOOB 
IGUtar}/   Reaerve    Fund,   QnestioD,  Lord 

Hotham ;    Answer,    Tbe    Uarqneu  o 

Hartington.JrarS,  1048 


Amy— cent. 

iGlitary  Store  Dtpar^iieia,  QnesUon,  Mr. 
Gregory;  Answer.  The  llarqneM  of  Har- 
tington ifiir  6, 1133 

Militia  TraveUing  AUouMmeeOt  QneitiM,  Sir 
Henry  Straeey ;  Answer,  The  Marqaess  of 
Hartington  Feb  36,  818 

Number  of  the  Army,  Qnestion,  Colonel  Gilpin  : 
Answer,  Tlie  Marquess  of  Hartington  Fm  37, 
718 

Ordnance  Survtw,  Question,  Sir  William  Jollifle; 
AnawOT,  The  Marqaen  of  OuCiMtoa  Jftr  S, 
1091 

HeeruiHng,  Address  far  a  Royal  Cmnmisiion 
{Mr.  0'Remy),S15  ;afterlODB debate^ Motion 
withdrawn 

Reaimentai   ^tartermaaUrt,    Question,  Sir 

Fredeiio  Smith ;  Answer,  The  Marqneas  of 

Hartington  FA  9,110 
Ryu  Br^aie  and  WkUmorth  RiU;  Question, 

Sir  Frederic  Smith ;  Answer,  Tbe  Harquen 

of  Hartington  Mar  20,  1930 
BetUenee*  of  Couria  MarHal,  QueatiMi,  Mr. 

Morritt ;  Anawer.  Mr.  Headlan  JMn*  3, 

1049 

VdutOeer  OJUera,  QneittoD,  Ur.  WaUdn  :  An- 
swer, Tbe  Marqueti  of  Hartington  Mar  14, 
1889 

War  pfiu,  Tho,  Qnestion,  Sir  Stafford  North- 
eote ;  Answer,  The  MarqiwM  of  flartfngtoa 
Mar  17. 1880 

A^mite,  Mmmrti  Fiptiitiim  tumimtt 
Qaeetian.  Sir  John  Bay ;  Annrv,  Mr.  OaH- 
weU  Fth  17, 338 

Ashworth,  CauofJfr,  CharUt 
Question.  Hr.  Bulav;  Aaiwor,  Sir  Goorn 
Grey  JV69,118 

ATTOKiTBr  Gevbul,  The  (Sir  Roondell 
Palmer),  Siohmond 
Bankmptoy  Aot,  Seleet  Comiaitteo  BOvad  ftr, 
198 

.  China— British  SubjeoU  in,  1949 
Court  of  Chanoety  (Ireland)  (No.  9),  Leave, 

311  ;  9R.  1037 
Courts  of  Justiee  Baildiaf,  Leafe,  187.  108. 

197  :  3R.  394,  999  ;  Comm.  804,  808 ;  atU. 

cl.  60S,  807 

CourU  of  Justiee  Coneentntini  (SitoX  laitno- 

Uon  to  Comm.  984,  988 
CriBoinal  Cases  (Efidenee),  9EL  deferfad,  015 
Fotftitores  on  OooTietion  of  Felony,  900 
Law  of  Erideaeo,  9R.  941 
Patent  Laws,  1478 

Patent  Offloe  —  AU^  inemUrities  is  the. 
1130,  1133 

United  SUtee— The  Rceiproei^  Treaty,  Papers 
moved  for,  414|— KUwdtHoB  Tnate  with, 
1887 

Attonejrs  and  Sdiciton' BUI 

{no Lord  Chaueeaor) 
I,  PraeeBted  :  r«sd  1>  Feb  9^  884     [No.  Iff) 
l^gjjg^hU  m  U  mm-Trnf"^  Mar  10, 


AUfi       BAI        tSBSaiOV,  1865} 
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Ratorai  prewntod  (TV  Lard  {IKMwrilor) 
JVft  14.990 

Atutralia,  7yanip«rtalio»  to 

(^neitioD,  Mr.  Moor;  Annrar,  Mr.  Cudwell 
Feb  10,  1S7;  Pstitknu  (Ltrd  Tatmlon) 
Feb  27,  737 

Atbioit,  Ifr.  A.  S.,  SamUtt 
Army  Eitimatef— Uod  ForoM,  1788,  1909 
Borootb  FrsBohiM  Extsoaion,  Lmit*.  060 
OanftUr— DsftfioM  of— Oolonel  Svnta^  Report, 
1606 

Cflurta  of  JasUoe  BuUdior,  Leave,  186 

EdnoatioD,  Comm.  movM  for,  010 

Eleotion  Petitioni  Act  (1848)  Ameadment, 

Comm.  633 
Oovemmoot  Annnities,  957 
Laneaihire  ud  Torkdiire  and  OfMt  Katton 

Junetku  Battwajr.  9R.  1659 
liverpool  LieontingiSR.  602 
Metropolitan  Police  Rate.  1001 
Metropolitan  Sewage  and  Euez  Reelomation, 

aa.  643 
Mortgage  Deb^ntnref,  2R.  275 
Fablfo  House  Cloiiiig  Aat  (1864)  AaMndiiMnt, 

Leave,  356 
River  Watora  ProtMtioa,  SR.  1804 
Union  of  BcDafl«ai  Aet  AmMidinaBt,  Lmtc,  1 460 

Aasm  Jah — Nawah  oftht  CmmaUe 
Moved, "  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  inqnire  into  the  olum  of  Hii  Highness 
Prinoe  Aseem  Jah  to  tbe  title  and  dignity  of 
Nawab  of  ibe  Camatie,  and  the  olaima  of  llis 
Highneu  under  a  Treaty  entered  Into  in  1801 
between  the  Honourable  East  India  Com- 

Emj  and  His  Higboesa  Prince  Azeeni-ul- 
owlah"(5a-^£sy  KtUy)  Mar  14, 1663: 
after  long  detwte,  Qoestion  put,  A.  88,  N. 
03 ;  M.  10 

Aanm  Jah— Forged  Signaturet 

Special  Report  of  the  Public  Petitions  Com. 

mittee  (Mr,  CKarUt  Foriter) ;  short  debate 

thereon  Mar  10,  1730 
Select  Committee  appointed  JfiirSS,  and  nomi* 

ntMl  Jlar94 

BAewEU.,  Hr.  J.,  Clonmsi 
briand— State  of.  Res.  684 
Vnion  Hedloal  Offloers (Ireland), 810 
UiriM  Oflkon  (IreUod)  Snpvnuuraatlon,  9R, 
1907  /     r-  » 

BiiZXiE,  Ur.  H.  J.,  Inwrruitkirt 

Army — Armstrong  l3'pounder  Gons,  440, 400 ; 

— Armstrong  and  Whitwortlt  Guai^  1739 
Courts  of  Justice  Building,  2R.  393 
Guns  for  Coast  DeAmoes,  1933 
Horring  Fialier)r(Sootland),  846 
Navf  Annamaitt,Coaun.  moved  for,  962, 984, 
998 

Binnts,  Mr.  £..  iMttt 
Borough  fVanohiM  Ertwaton,  Laaro,  569, 661, 
967 

Trade  with  Foreign  KiUion^  Sdeot  CMunittee 
on,  1896 


Qneation.  Mr.  BHubf ;  Aannr,  Sir  Qwngo 
Grey       84,  660 

Bank  Notee  Issue  KB 

( JTr.  Dodtm,  Mr.  ChaiueUor  of  the  EteKeaim. 
Mr.  Peel) 

Bank$  of  btut,  considered  in  Committee ; 
Resolutions  {Mr.  CkaneeUor  0/  tht  Baeke* 
9«<r)/VAl0, 100 

Bill  ordered  ;  niad  l'*  F^  13        [Bill  13] 

Moved,  "That  BUt  be  now  r«ad  2°"  {Mr.ChoH' 
eettw  of  the  Exchequer),  608 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  from"  That,"  and  add  "it 
ii  expedient  to  inquire  into  the  working  and 
eflfocts  of  the  Acts  7^8  Vict.  0.  33,  and  8  A  0 
Vict.  c.  88,  rcgolatiog  Banks  of  Issue  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  that,  in  the  meantime, 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  before  the 
House  be  postponed"  {Mr.  Ba^nm),  668 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  words,  Ae." 

After  debate,  Amendt.  withdrawn;  Main 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

BUI  read  2«  28 

Committee ;  Report  Miar  17, 1909  [BiU  70] 
Bank  of  Ireland  (Consolidated  Fund)  Bill 

(ifr.  DodiOH,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  &ceheqmr, 

Mr.  Peel) 
e.  Resolution  in  Committee  Feb  10 
BUI  ordered;  read  l"*  Feb  IS       [Bill  14] 
Read  2»  after  debate  Feb  80,  453 
Committee  • ;  Report  FA  33 
Read8«*/V&37 

Baniruptejf  Aet 

After  debate,  Seleot  Committee  appointed  and 
nominated  "  to  inquire  into  the  working  of 
tiie  New  Bankrupt(7  Act,  and  to  report 
thereon  "  (Jfr.  Mofatt)Feb  9,  130 

Committee : — Mr.  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Mof- 
&tt,  Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  MaUns,  Hr,  Weguelin, 
Mr.  Gathome  Hardy,  Mr.  Kirkman  Hodg- 
BOD,  Mr.  Crum-Ewing,  The  Lord  Advocate, 
Hr.  Lowe,  Mr.  Vance,  Mr.  Cave,  Mr.  Gosohen, 
Mr.  Roebuck,  Mr.  TaTMver  Jobn  Miller, 
and  Mr  I  Ayrton 

And  on  Feb  94,  Ur.  Kiriunan  Hodgson 
lUwharged  and  Vx.  Dtulop  added 

Bankn^totft  Omrt  of 
Observatioos,  Tbe  Lord  ChaBeriIor/V&  9,  93 

Banknote  mhI  Tnsotrency  (IreUtnd)  Act 
Amendinent  Bill 

MUner  Wb»o»,Sir  Cokmm  ffLogUen) 
r.  Readl'*^tf6  81  [Bill  84] 

Read  2<>*  JV&98 
Committee  *  ;  Report  FA  Si 
B«ad3'»»  Feb  27 
L  Read  !■*  {The  Lord  Sieward)  Mar%  (No.  20) 
Bead  2*  after  duwt  debate  Mar  7,  1281 
Referred  to  Sdeet  Conunittae,  after  ihort 

debate,  1640 
And  on  March  16,  Committee  nominated  as 
follows:— Ld.  Chancellor,  Ld.  Steward,  E. 
Belmore,  V.  Hotehinson,  L.  Boyle,  L.  Sll. 
Chester,  L.  SomertiiU,  L.  Chaworth,)l0^4€ 
worth,  L.  Belper, !«.  Ctielnulbrd  ^  o 


BAR 


BBR 


{INDBXI 

177. 


BLA 


BRA 


BiBnre,  Ur.  H.  B.,  JfiirZStfnH^A 

Britiih  Paasporta  to  Roma.  iSO 

Basjvq,  Mr.  T.,  MuntingdcH 
Bank  Notes  I«m,  9ft.  681 

BAsnrs,  ICr.  T.  0.  (ITnder  Becretarj  for 
the  Home  Department),  Pmryn  ^ 

Cattl«,DiMueain,  HIT 
New  Crou  Roftds,  3R.  487 
AflgUtraUon  of  Countr  Votwi,  1175 
Theatm,  kn.  LeAve,  1539 

Bahbow,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Nottii^ham^in,  8. 
Prisou^lR.  laes 

BiXTTK£oi»  Colonel      B.,  Bmuxt  W. 
Halt,  Rfli.  1370 

Bass,  Mr.  M.  T.,  Lwhy 

krmt  EitiniateB—IMsmDbodied  Militia,  1B79 

Bath,  Marquess  of 

Edmimds,  LM«ard->B«aigDaUon  o(  Oonun. 

mored  fbr,  1S17, 1S19 
Roach  River  Flgh«7,  9R.  735 


Bazteb,  Mr.  W.  E.,  Montrose,  S^c. 
Bank  Notes  Iua«,  SR.  613 
Britiih  and  North  American  Steam 

Company,  1308 
Sheriff  Courts  (Sootlaod),  1043 


Ship 


Bazlxt,  Mr.  T.,  Manehe»t«r 
Aihworth,  Mr.  C,  Caw  of,  118 
Trade  with  Fweign  Nattooi,  Seleot  OMomittoe 
on.  1800 


Belfmt  Commiaaion  Oj 
Qaeation,  Mr,  O'RmIIj; 
Peel  Ffb  8. 119 


-,  Sir  Hobert 


BsLMOKB,  Earl  of 
Irish  BaUwaTS,  LiaUlitiss  of  ShareboMsra  to, 
95 

BxNTiHCK,  Mr.  O.  CaTendisb,  TamUon 
Union  of  BaDsAoss  Act  Amsntosnt,  LeaTt, 
1461 

BmaCK,  Mr.  G.  W.  P.,  JV«-/ott,  W. 

Commons  and  Open  Spaoea,  Comm.  moved  for, 
508 

Cooru  of  Jnstiec  Boilding,  3R.  989,  994 
France — Commeroial  Treaty  with,  1757 
GuDi  for  Coast  Oefeooes,  1841 
Ireland- Stat*  0^  Res.  «8» 
NaT7  ArmaawDts,  Comm.  moTsd  for,  W4 
Navy  Estimates— Men  and  Bevs,  1484 
PioeadUly  and  Park  Lane  New  B4)ad,  9R. 
596 

Private  BUls— SUnding  Order  No.  7, 110 
Railway  Aoeldents.  119;  Ret.  1134, 1188 
Wnek  Abstiact,  1689 

BxBXEixr,  Hon.  F.  H.  V.,  Brittol 

BaUot,  The,  669 
Gani  for  Coast  Defonees,  1994 
Industrial  Exbihllions— Protsetion  of  Inven- 
tions, 890 


Black,  Mr.  A.,  Edinhtrgh 
Mcdioal  PraoUtioncn,  Scotch.  899 

Blackbvsx,  Mr.  P.,  SHrUneakirt 
^  Pai^— Gardens  la.  1880 

Blake,  Mr.  J.  A.,  WaUrford  City 
iMland— State  of,  Res.  830 
Honidpal  Corporations  (IrsUod)  Act  Anwnit- 

men^  Leave,  1301 
Sewage  oFtbe  Metropolis,  1478 
Union  Officers  (Iretand)  Snperaonnation,  9R. 

1998 

Bonhau-Cabtkr,  Mr.  J.,  WinchetUr 
India — Nawab  of  the  Canutic — Aseem  Jah — 

Forged  Signatures,  Report,  1738 
Private  Bills— Chairman's  Casting  Vote,  447 

Borongh  Franchiae  Extension  Bill 

(Mr.Baines.  Mr.  Bailey.  Mr.  SchoUUU, 
Mr.  W.  E.  FonUr) 

f.  Motion  for  Leave  (Mr.  Bainei),  568 

Ordered,  aRer  short  debate ;  read  1*  91 

[Bm83] 

Borough  i^VvmeMis  ExUnnm  Bdl 
<laeBtion,  Bfr.  Collins;  Answw,  Mr.  Bunea 
Jfiir9,957 

BouTZBiB,  Bt.  Hon.  E.  P.,  JTsAMmoei,  ^e. 

St.  Benet,  Graoeoharoh  Street,  and  AUhaUows^ 

Lombard  Street,  391 
Union  of  Benefices  Act  Aoaeiidment,  Leare, 

1458, 1400 

Borax,  Mr.  W.,  Omldford 
Conrta  of  Jnstice  Bnildiiig,  Lsav^  194 

BowxEB,  Sir  O.,  Dundalk 
Army— Reemiting,  Conunii^on  moved  for,  638 
Cheltenham  and  GloncesteraUre  Watw,  9R. 
493 

Game  {Ireland^  9R.  1538 
Inns  of  Coort,  Leave,  899 
Prisons,  Leave,  333 

Private  Bills— Standing  Order  No.  7. 108 
River  Waters  Protcotiott,  9R.  1889 

Bkadt,  Mr.  J.»  Zeitrm  Co. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Spced^  88;  Bcpwi, 

90 

Pablio  Offices  (Site  and  Appnwiohes),  Lsava, 

1803 

Brazil,  D^hmaHe  Rtlatvm  with 
Question,   Mr.  White ;    Answer,  Viscoant 
Palmerston  Mar  9,  1869 

Brazil  and  Uruguay 
Question,  Mr.  Maguire ;  Answer,  Mr.  Lsyard 
^eb  10,  138  I  QuestioD,  Mr.  Maguire;  An- 
swer, Ur.  Lsyard  Fa  94,  658 ;  Question. 
The  Uanneuof  Clanricarde;  Answer,  Eart 
Russell  jAor  9,  1867 ;  Question,  Mr.  ffa- 
g^ ;  Answer,  V^i^^fk^i^^^, 
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OAR 


Bkmht,  Ur.  J.,  Birmingham 
Cauda— Defenoea  of— Colonel  Jerroia*  Report, 
1611,  1013 

Laneaahire  aDd  Yot4shir«  and  Qteat  Eastern 

Junetion  Hallway.  9R.  1«S7 
Private  Billf—Cbairman's  Catting  Vote,  443 
River  Waters  Proteotion.  3R.  1336 
Saflton  Hill  Mnrder,  209 
Unhed  Statei — Claiuu  for  oonipenBatloo,  1879 

QuetUon,  Mr.  Artbnr  MUla;  Answer,  Hr. 
Caidwdl  Fth  14,  m 

Britiili  EafDraria  Annexation  Bill 

(Mr.  Sferetary  CardwcU,  Mr.  C.  Fortetetu) 

e.  Bill  ordered.  313  ;  read  1°  •  F«6  lA    [Bill  371 
Read  3«  •  Feb  33 

Committee  *  ;  Report  ifitr  1         plill  40] 
Considered  *  Mar  0 

Coandered  in  Comnitee;  after  debate.  Report 

MarS.  1093 
Read3-»3/«f  7 
L  Read  1*  *  (  The  Lord  Ptivy  Seal)  Miir  0 
Read  3*  alter  debate  Mar  13, 1031  {No.  37) 
Committee  *  ;  Report  Mar  14 
Read  9**  Jfor  16 

Royal  Assent  Jfar 37  [38  FSet.o.0] 


Sriiiih  Museum 

Petition  of  Trastees  of  the  British  Mnsenm 
{Eail  Staiilwix)  Mar  23,  906  witbdrawol 
of  Notiee  of  Motion  SbinAo/xr)  Mar  13, 
1630  :— Observations,  Mr.  Walpole  ;  Reply, 
Tbe  Cbaocelbr  of  the  Excbe^ner  Mar  13, 
1634 

Brititk  Norik  America 

Ciwada,  Xhfen^xt  of^Rep&rt  of  Colonel  Jer- 
vetf,^aestton,L(wd  L/reden,*  Answer,  Earl 
Do  Grey  and  Ripon ;  long  debate  thereon 
Feft  30,  416  :— Obserrations,  Mr.  Soymonr 
Fitigeratd ;  Reply,  Mr.  Card  well ;  long  de- 
bate thereon  Mar  13. 1639 

VatkoAi — DiamUtal  of  Judge  Coutm/,  Qnestion, 
Mr.  Peaeoeke ;  Answer,  Mr.  Cardwelt  F^ 
10. 137 

Nvrth  Wett  Territory,  Question,  Lord  Wbam- 
elifli>  i  Answer  Earl  GraovllU  Fa  38. 388 


BrUitk  and  North  Avmrkan  Bletmekip 
Companjf 

Qnestion,  Mr.  Baxter;  Answer.  Mr.  Peel 
ifiir«.1368 

Beowkb,  Lord  J.  T,,  Mayo  Co. 
Union  Offloart  (Irdutd)  SaperanBiiation,  SR. 
1008 

BstJCB,  Kigbt  Hon.  H.  A.  (Tioe  President 
of  the  Committee  of  CooDoil  for 
EdacatioD),  MeHhyr  T^dvH 
Edaeation— Berised  Code  of  Regnlations,  338, 

338 :  Coramilteo  moved  for,  894 
Science  and  Art  Department.  500 


Bk0CK,  Sir  H.  H.,  Coleraine 
Belfiut— mots  at,  409 
Gan»  (IrelandX  3R.  1638 
Ireland  — Bute  of,  Res.  796 ;  —  Stipondiary 
Magistratoa— Mr.  Ffiwwb,  U76 


Buchanak,  Kr.  W.,  GUugow 
Bank  Notes  Issue.  3R.  Amendt.  608 
Writs  Regtstration,  Ae.  (SooUand), 
963 


Leave, 


BiTLLBB,  8ir  A.  W.,  Deoo»pori 
NaTy~SapenuinwU]on  In  tKe  Dookyard^  489 


BuBT,  Visconnt  (Treasnnr  of  the  Hoase- 
hold),  Wieh,  S^e. 
Oommona  and  Open  Spaoes,  Comm.  BMmd  Ibr. 
606 

Luoashire  and  Torkihire  and  Great  Eastern 

Janotiim  Railwi^,  3R.  1660 
WimbledMi  Common,  Postponement  of  SR. 

498 

» 

BuTUR,  Ur.  G.  8.,  Tmer  Samlets 
Powder  Magasinea.  GovenuBent,  186 

BiTTT,  l£r.  I..  Toughal 
Coart*  of  Common  Law  (Ireland),  847 

BuxTOir,  Mr.  Matdtione 
New  Zealand— War  in,  1400 

Caibd,  Kr.  J.,  Stirling, 
Ireland— State  o^  Res.  816 
Hetropcditan  Sewage  and  Essex  Reelamation, 
SR.  830. 844 

Cai&nb.  Sir  H.  If.,  Belfaet 
BelGut.  RioU  at,  830,  838.  363. 364,  866.  SM, 

867,  860,  860 
India— Distriet  Judges,  303 
Ireland— State  of.  Res.  701 

CAMBBnraE,  Dake  of  (Field  Maralul  Com- 
manding-ia-Chief) 
Army  —  Military  Hospitals  at  Nethy  and 
Woolwicfa,  1114 

Canada — see  Britith  Norih  America 


Capital  Puniflhmenti  within  Gaoli  BUI 

ff.Bmordendireadl«*/'«ftSO  [BUtSOj 

Gabdwell.  Bight  Hon.  £.  (Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies).  Oxford  Citjf 
Africa— Romoored  expedition  against  Asbantoe. 
838; — Western  Coast,  Comm.  moved  for, 
668 

Army  Estimate*— Land  Foroes.  1813. 1816 
British  Kaflhiriii,  S87;  Lea^  81S^  Xtaun. 
1008 ;  el.  17,  lOWgilized  by  V^OUy 


OAR 


GHA 


INDEX] 
177. 


GHA 


GHB 


Camdwill,  Rigbt  Hon.  E.—eorU. 

Cnnadn— Dismissftl  of  Judge  Conrfol,  137  ;— 

Defenoes  of— OolOMi  Jm-toi*  Kepcni,  1185, 

lft95,  Iff 96 
China— TftXKtioa  «t  Hong  Kong,  1119 
Colonial  Governors'  Betiring  Allowuioea,  llfl 
Colonial  Naval  Defence,  Leave,  1037.  1030; 

Comm.  1821 
Manriiiiu — HiUtary  Defence,  1746 
New  Zealand— War  iB.  389,  390,  1511,  1S19, 

1746,  1747 
Tmnaportation  to  Aaatralia,  1S7 
Untted  Statet— Pauport  STstem,  661 

CASKEeiB,  Hon.  C.,  F^rfartkire 
Army— ReeTvitiag,  Connniwton  mored  fiir,  033 

Cavb,  Mr.  S.,  Shrthtm 

Africa  —  Western  Const,  Comm.  moTed  fer, 
S45 

Banks  of  Issue,  Res.  104,  1£5 
Colonial  Naval  Defence,  Comm.  1833 
New  Zealand— War  in.  1503 
Poland— Afihirs  of,  RSb.  1880 
Slavo  Trade,  640 

Triaitj  Board— Steam  Ti^  1117 

Wast  India  and  PaoiBo  Steam  Ship  Compan/'s 

Hail  Contract.  1031 
Wrecks  and  Oastialtlei,  Abstraot  0^  387 

Cbou,  Lord  11.  T.  G.,  Stamford 

Canada— Dritoees  of— Colond  Jerrois*  Report, 
1609 

Education— Revised  Code  of  Regalatio&a,  337; 

— Comm.  moved  for,  903 
Inland,  State  of,  Ree.  717 
New  Zealand— War  in,  1507 
Notices  of  Motion,  Ae.  832 
United  States  —  Claims  for  oompenBa^oD, 

1372  t— Eztraditioa  Treaty  with,  1537 

Chairman  of  CommitUes 
The  Lord  Rcdesdale  appointed,  Nemine  IHt- 
teatienU,  to  take  the  I  hair  in  all  Committeoa 
of  the  House  of  Lords  for  tiifs  Seuion 
Febl 

Chaitcbllob,  Tho  Lohd  (Lord  'WeatbuiT) 
Abolition  of  Arrest  on  Final  Froeess,  IR.  1865, 
1367 

Attorneys  and  Solieitors.  IR.  634  ;  3R.  1466 
Aagmentation  Act,  Retnnis,  335, 337 
Bankruptoy  and  Insolvency  (Ireland),  3R.  1993, 

1233 

Bankmptoy,  Court  of,  OS 

Cenaty  Courts  Equitable  JnriadletioB,  IB.  48S; 

3R.  1038 

Courts  of  Justice  Site,  410,  416 ;  Returns 

tnoTed  for,  1914. 1019 
Edmnnds,  Leonard— ReslgBation  irf;  Comm. 

moved  for,  1308,  1319,  1318.  1317.  1319. 

1331 

Felony  and  Misdemeanor  BrideMO  and  Prtc- 
tice,  3R.  1736 

Parliament— Lords  Commisnonert'  Speoeh,  3 

Patent  Rights.  635,  636 

Readiiv  GeA  and  Clerk  of  Ottt-door  Commit- 
tees, 817 


Chavceuob  of  the  ExcHEamR  (Rigbt 
Hon.  W.  E.  Gladstone),  0x/9r4  Um- 
veraity 

African  Merchant's  Company,  Subsidy  to,  748 

Bank  Notes  Issue,  2R.  616 ;  Comm.  1009 

Bank  of  Ireland,  3B.  453 

Bankof  Ireland  {Consolidated  Fund),  Ree.  156 

Banks  of  Issue,  Res.  150, 154, 155 

British  Museum,  1534 

Edtication,  Comm.  moved  for,  850 

Financial  Statement,  1534 

Government  Annuities  Act,  238,  500,  950 

Ireland— State  of.  Res.  674  ;— Medteia  OfBoffs 

in  Unions.  Res.  1519, 1533 
Legacy  and  Sueoession  Duty,  184,  448 
Liverpool  licensing,  3R.  655 
Man,  Isle  of.  DUafforestation  (Oompensatim), 

Comm.  1458 
Patent  Office,  Alleged  irrwnlaritiee  in  the, 

1123 

Pensions  to  OiBeers  of  tbe  Bouse  of  Lorda, 

1370 

Post  Offlee— Threepenny  Postage  Stamp.  ilO  * 
Public  Accounts,  Committee  of,  831 ;  Commit- 

teo  nominated,  455,  466 
Railway  Legislation,  233,  336,  2S7 
Supply— Redemption  of  the  Scheldt  Toll,  14M 
Timber  Duties,  1480 

Charitable  Tnists  Fees  Bill 

(Mr.  Hankty,  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre) 
e.  BiU  ordered :  read  1'  •  JTor  10     [BiU  W] 

Chablbhont.  Earl  of 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speeeb,  7 

Cheeteau,  Mr.  J.,  Sdlford 
Laneashlre  and  Torkshfre  and  Great  Eaatera 

Junction  BaUway,  SR.  1654 
Trade  with  Foragn  Nations,  Seleet  Conmittee 

OB, 1899 

Chslhsfobd.  Lord 
AboliUon  of  Arrest  on  Final  Process,  IR.  186f 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  88 
Attorneys  and  SoUeitws,  3R.  1471 
Bankruptey  and  loaolveney  (Iiolniid),  3R.  1999 
Conn^  CeorU  EenitaUe  JuriadietioB,  9R. 
1036 

Felony  and  Misdemeanw  Endenee  «b<  Pim- 

tioe,3R.  1735,1727 
Illicit  Distillation  in  Clare  and  Donegal,  Retom 

moved  for,  381 
Patent  Bights,  736 

Chelsea  Bridge  Toll  AbaUthm 

(Sir  J.  Shales,  Mr.  Loeke  Stig,  Mr.  Ltekt) 
e.  Bm  otdertd*  Mar  15 
Be«dl«*JforlO  [310  74} 

ChelUnJum  and  GhvimUnkirt  WIkUt  BiU 
(Jy  Orrfsr) 
Moved,  ''That  tbe  BiU  be  nmr  rei^  3*" 

Feb  31, 400 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  "  now,"  and  add  "  upon 
this  day  six  months"  {Lord  Ml.  JMmA^) 
Ftt>  31,  491 

After  debate.  QoeetioD  put.  <*ThMfc  *MV,* 
40.,"  A. 88, N.  118:  U.80  ^  1 

BiU  put  off  ibriix  MM^esevj^iLiOOg  le 
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Chemists  and  Druggists  Bill 

{SirF.  Kdly,  Mr.  Kinfftake,  Sir  S,  JftrAfOfe) 
0.  R«8oItitioD  Id  CommittM,  1910 
BiU  ordered ;  read  !•  •  J£tr  17      [Bill  ?8] 

Chemists  and  DnLggists  (No.  2)  Bill 

(Sir  /.  Sheiley,  Mr.  C.  Foriter.Mr.  Ayrton) 

c,  Retolution  in  Committee  Mar  Sl»  46 

BiU  ordered  ;  ratd  1°  [BiU  81] 


COL 


CniLBEBS,  'Mr.  H.  C.  £.  (Lord  of  the 
Admiralty),  Pontefraet 
Laneaihire  rad  Torkshire  and  Great  Eaatom 

Railwa7,3K.  1056 
Navy — Cba^in  Geoeral,  1017;—  Dookjard 
Aceoonta^  1018  ;  —  Wage*  in  DookyanU, 
1143^— Itanl  Cbaplaina,  1537:  — Green- 
wieh  HoaiHtal,  1823 
NaV7  Ertinutet— Hen  and  Boti,  1444 

Ohina 

British  Svbjeelt  ti»  ^kt  Ckinue  Service,  Qnee- 
tion,  Colonel  Sjkei;  Anamr,  Mr,  L»ard 
Feb  16,  387 

Brititk  SubjecU  in  Ckim,  ObserratiooB,  Colo- 
nel Sjkea;  Replj,  The  Attorney  General 
Mar  30, 1045 

Ttueation  at  Bong  K<mg,  Question,  Mr.  Walde- 
g»T*-LeaUe ;  Aniwerf  Mr.  Cardwell  Mar  0. 
1119 

Chxrrdi  Attend&nco  on  SnndAr  Bill 

(Mr.  CHgerd^  Mr,  A.  AivwU.  Mr.  8.  Lefevre) 
e.  RewdnUon  in  Committee  Mar  1,  946 
BiU  ordered  ;  read  1°*  Mar  1        [BUI  46] 

Church  Bates  CommntatUm  Bill 

(Mir.  Newdegate,  Lord  Biobert  MotOaga) 
c  BUI  ordered;  read      FA  SI      [BUI  38] 

Chvbchiu.,  Lord  A.  S.,  Woodeioeh 

Africa— Western  Coaat,  Comm.  moved  for,  347 
New  Zealand— War  in,  1003 

Civil  Bill  Courts  Procedure  (Irehwd)  Act 
(1864)  Amendment  BiU 

(Sir  R.  Pea,  Sir  Cotman  CTLogkUn) 

e.  BiU  ordered  :  read  !•*  /Vfr  17       [BUI  SB] 

Road  3°  •  Ftf6  30 

Committee  *  ;  Report  Feh  SI 

Considered  •  Feb  23 

lU»d  S»  •  Feb  23 
t.  Read  l"^*  (The  Lord  Steward) FebZi  (No.  16) 

Read  3>* ;  Committee  negatind  Feb  28 

Read  d>*  Mar  3 

Royal  Asaent  Mar  3  [38  Ftcf.  e.  1] 

Civil  Strviee  £$timate» 
Qoeitiont  Mr.  Aagoitu  Smith ;  Aniwor,  Mr, 
Peel  Mar  17,  IWO 

CusBioAftDX,  HarqnesB  of 

Army— Bamoks  (Ireland),  1461, 1463 
I'ankruptcj  and    Insolvency   (Ireland)  Aet 

Amendment,  Comm.  1645 
ItrniU  and  Urugnay— The  RiTer  Plate.  1367 
1  I'd  And— Public  Records  relating  to,  741 
Uoach  RlTer  FUhery,  2R.  734,  735 

VOL.  CLXXVII.     [thibd  sebxss.] 


Clare't  Patents 
Qneation,  Mr.  Maguire ;  Annrar,  Lord  Clarence 
Paget  Feb  30,  440 

Cut,  Ur.  J.,  Kin 

Agenej  Money— ( 

liars,  334 
RnHia  Company  Ditei,  934 


Clerk  of  the  Parliamentt  and  Office  of  the 
Gentleman  Uther  of  th»  Black  Rod, 

Office  of 

On  E%b  10,  GomnittM  amolntad  as  fetlowt : 
— Ld.  ObanoeUor,  Ld.  Preiddent.  D.  Rich* 
mond,  M.  Lansdowne,  M.  Saliabary,  M.  Bath, 
E.  Deron,  E.  Carnarvon,  E.  Malmesbary,  E. 
Chiobester,  Ld.  Chamberlain,  V.  Everstej, 
L.  WUlonshby  de  Ereaby,  L.  Colville  of 
Culroas,  L.  Ponsonby,  L.  Foley,  L.  Redesdale, 
L.  Colobeater.  L.  Wynford,  L.  Cranirntb,  L. 
Chelmarord 

Report  of  Select  CommHtw  FA  17 

Cliftoed,  Ifr.  C.  C,  lele  of  Wight 
Gburob  Attendanoe  on  Sunday,  Lure,  946 
Cowea  IMnitjr  PUoti,  600 

CocQBAKB,  Kr.  A.  D.  Baillie,  Soniton 
Colonial  Goremors'  Retiring  Altowonoes,  110 
Ireland — Administration  of  Justice,  1830 
Fablio  Offloes  (Site  and  Approaches},  Leave, 
1803 

CoQAH,  Mr.  W.  H.  F,,  KxLiare  Co. 
Xrmj  Eatimates— Pay  and  AUoinuioea,  1973 

CoLcnnsTEB,  Lord 
Edmunds,  Leonard — Reugnation  of,  Comn. 
moved  for,  1321 

CouBBOoxi,  Sir  T.  E.,  Lanarhhtn 
Bank  Notea  lenw,  SB.  091 

CoujBB,  Sir  R.  v.,  tee  Solicitob  Gbherax 
The 

Collins,  Hr.  T.,  Skareshorouffh 

Borough  Franchise  Extension,  057 
County  Votera  Registration,  Leare,  1364 
Wakefield  Gaol,  1091 

Colonial  Oovemore'  Retirit^  Allowanea 
Question,  Mr,  BaiUie  Cocdiraiie ;  Answer,  Mr. 
CardweU  JVi  9,  119 

Colonial  Kaval  Belence  ffill 

(Mr.  Secretary  CarJweU,  Lord  Chamee  Paget, 
Mr.  C.  Ferteteue) 

e.  BiU  ordered*  Mar  3;  read  1'*  Jfiir  0  CBiU  81] 

I.  R«ad  1-  *  (Dvke  of  Smeriei)  Mar  30  (No.  80) 
3  U 
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CeMm»reial  Tr$aty  wiik  Franca 
.  QoesUon,  Mr.  Trehorns  ;  Annrar,  Mr.  Milner 
Gibson  Mar  16,  1748 

Coinmitte*  of  Selection 
On  Feb  10.  Committee  nominated  as  follows: 
— Mr.  Danlop,  Mr.  Gnmrj,  Mr.  Bonham- 
Carter,  Lord  llothan,  Mr.  Mowbraf,  and 
the  Ch^nnan  of  the  Seleet  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders 

Conmum  Law  CourtB  (Fees)  Bill 

{Mr,  Attorney  General,  Jfi".  SoUeitor  General) 
e.Besolution*F«&31 
Bill  ordered 33 

Readl'*  (No.  89) 

Reid2»»  JV6  27 
Committee  *  ;  Report  Mar  1 
Coniudered  *  Mar  3 
Beads'*  J£ir6 
I,  •Rtmil'*  (The Lord ChmeeUor)M(trHSo.  26} 

Commons  and  Open  Spaces  {Metropolis) 
After  dellate.  on  Motion  of  Mr.  DouUon,  Select 
Committee  a^inted  "to  inquire  into  the 
best  means  of  jn^serring  for  toe  poblio  ase 
the  Forests,  Commons,  and  Open  Spaces  in 
and  around  the  Metropolis  "  Feb  31, 603 
Od  Mareh  3.  Committee  nominated  as  follows : 
— Mr.  Donlton,  Mr.  Cowper,  Vtseoant  Barj, 
Sir  Henry  Wtlloughby,  Mr.  Locke  King,  Mr. 
Da  Cane,  Mr.  Uenrj  Baillie,  Sir  John  Shel- 
ley, Mr.  John  Tollemache,  Mr.  Kinnaird,  Mr. 
BentiDck,  Mr.  Peneoeke,  Mr.  Danbnry,  Mr. 
Vance,  Mr.  Locke,  Mr.  Lyall,  Mr.  Buiton, 
Mr.  Torrens,  Mr.  Shaw  Leforre,  Mr.  Alder* 
man  Rose,  and  Mr.  Cox 

Confederate  States 
jjntidt  Property  in  the,  QnestioD,  Mr.  Gregory ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Layard  Mar  20,  1033 
Case  0/  Gutaiit  Ssois.  Qnestioa,  Mr.  Peacoolce ; 
Auwer,  Mr.  LaTard  Mir  18. 1036 

Consolidated  Fond  ( A75.660)  UU 
e.  Resototion  in  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 

Mar  13 

Bill  ordered  :  read  l"*  Mar  14 
Read3°*  Mar  10 
Committal* ;  Report  Mar  17 
Read  8>«  Jfiv  30 

Controverted  Elections 

General  Committee  of  EleoUons  (Bif  Mr. 
Speakei'a  WarraitQF^  0, 137 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Fnnois  Olionibill  Baring,  Rt.  lion . 
Spencer  Uoratio  Walpole,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord 
Athlumney,  Sir  William  Miles,  Mr.  George 
Ward  Hnnt,  Mr.  John  Bonbam-Cnrter. 

Controverted  EUdion* 
Chairman's  Panel  F^  33,  569 
Mr.  WUiam  Edward  Baxter,  Mr.  James  Went- 
wortb  Bailer,  Mr.  Edward  C.  Egerton,  Mr. 
TbinDas  William  Erans,  Mr.  James  MUnet 
GaakflU,  Mr.  Robert  Longfleld. 

Ci^tentual  .Ettahliehmmt* 
Question,  Mr,  Hennessy ;  Explanation,  Mr. 
NewdrgateJtbr  13.1637 


County  Courts  EqnitaUe  Jurisdiction 

Bill    (The  Lord  ChaneeOor) 
I.  Presented!  read  I'/VA  31,  486       (No.  0) 
Read  2*  after  debate  Mar  S,  lOM ;  UM  refamd 

to  a  Select  Committee 
On  Hanh  0.  Committee  nominated  as  follows : 
Ld.  CbanoeUor,  Ld.  Steward,  E.  Dermi,  E. 
Romnejr,  V.  Erersley,  L.  Cranwortb,  L. 
Saint  Leonards,  L.  Wensleydale,  h.  Belper. 
L.  Chelmsford,  L.  Klngsdown,  L.  Lyreden 

CJonnty  Voters  B^^istratian  Bill 

(Jfr.  Sunt,  Mr.  WaUer,  Mr.  Bmeee) 
e.  Bill  ordered;  read  l*Jfdr  8, 1363  [BUUS] 

Counttf  Votcrt,  Regietratim  of 
Qnestion,  Mr.  Western ;  Antwor,  Mr.  T.  O. 
Baring  Mar  10, 1475 

C!oTinty  Voters  Begistration  (Ireland) 

Ml  {Sir  R.  Peel.  Sir  C.  O  Logklen) 
e.  Bill  ordered  ;  read  !•*  JWar  13      [Bill  70] 

Couraol,  Ditmiatcd  of  Ju^e 
Question,  Mr.  Peaeooke ;  Aoswer,  Mr.  Card- 
well  Feb  10, 137 

Court  of  Chancery  (Ireland)  Bill 

{Mr.  Attorney  General,  Sir  R^tbert  Peti, 
Sir  Colman  O'LoghUn) 
c.  Bill  ordered  ;  read  V  •  Feb  10        [BiU  6] 
Read  2«*  Mar  3 

Court  of  Chancery  (Ireland)  (No.  2)  BiU 

{Mr.  Whitetide,  Mr.  George) 
e.  Ml  ordered ;  after  debate  read  1°  F^A  10,  307 
Read  3"  Jfor  3,  1037  [BUI  20] 

Court  of  Chancery  (Ireland)  (No.  3)  BiB 

(lO-.  WUtende^  Mr.  George) 
e.BiU  ordered*  iV»  SO ;  read  l"*  Feb  23 

[Bill  38] 

Read  3*  Mar  3, 103? 

Courts  of  Jnstioe  Building  Bill 

{Mr.  Attorney  QeneraH.Mr.  Cowper,  Mr.  Sotieiior 
General) 

e.  Bill  ordered,afterlong'debKte:read  I' Feb  10, 
167 

Read  3*  after  debate  Feb  16,  300      [Bill  5] 
Committee  mored,  "  Tliat  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 

leave  the  Chair,"  601 
Amendt.  to  leare  out  fi^m  "  That"  and  add 
'*this  House  will,  upon  this  iaj  month, 
reaolve  itself  into  the  said  Committeo"  (Sir 
Henry  WHIotighby) 
After  short  debate;  Main  Qoostioo  pat,  and 
agreed  to ;  Bill  considered  in  Committee ; 
and  Reported  F«A  38 
Considered^  Fdt  27 
Read  3"  and  passed  Mar  2, 1036 
I.  Read  l'*{^Tke Lord  ChanreUw)  Mar  l{'So.3^) 

Courts  of  Jnstieo  Boildbic  (]>efioi|Bnciei, 

Digitized  by  ooQie 
«.  Reeolntion  in  Cnnmittee  *  Feb2\  ^ 
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Conrto  of  Jutice  Oonoflatration  (Site) 
(Mr,  Cowpeft  Jfi*.  Attmme^  Qaitrai^  Mr.  Solicitor 

e,  Ml  ordered,  after  short  debate ;  read  1°  Feb  10, 
198  [BiU  11] 

Bead  S°  JVfr  33,  and  eommitted  to  ft  Srieet 
Committee,  007 

On  Febnury  34,  Conunittee  nominatod  aa  fol- 
low! : — Mr.  Cowper,  Mr.  Selwyn,  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, Mr.  Mmaj 

Mored,  "That  it  bo  an  InitmcUon  to  the 
Select  Oommittee  od  the  Gourta  of  JosUoe' 
Coneantration  (Site)  Bill,  that  thej  hare 
power  to  make  proTiiion  for  appropriating 
or  obtaining  aitea,  and  for  the  erection  of 
lod^ng-houaea  or  other  auitable  dwellioga 
for  the  working  elawBi  nmoaed  to  be  dia- 
placed  by  tbe  laid  BUI"  (ifr.  JBtmaird) 

Amendt.  to  leare  ont  "  make,"  and  insert 
"inquire  into  the  praotieabiUtf  and  ezpe> 
dienojr  of  making"  (Mr.  Betautty):  Qoes- 
tion,  "  That  the  word  *  make'  ka. ; "  A.  18, 
N.  8 :  M.  10 ;  Ftb  38,  »3S 

Report*  Mar  U  (Noi.  71  dt  184) 

Courtt  of  Juttice  Siie 
Qneetioa.  Mr.  Walter;  Anawer*  Mr.  Cowpw 
Fa  U,  808 

Churtt  of  JmiiM  80$  BiU^Sotmu 
ObaernUou,  The  Eul  of  LoDgfbrd  FA  80j 
415 

Oowt*  of  JuttiM,  Tk»  Now 
Moved,  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Honw, 
"  Co^  of  the  Plan  or  Plana  wfaloh  have 
bean  anggMted  for  the  Site  and  Boildinga  of 
the  propoaed  Conrts  of  Jnstioe ;  And  alio. 
Return  of  the  Number  of  Ilonses  and  of  the 
Name*  of  the  Streeta,  Lanea,  and  Plaoea, 
and  Conrta  oompriaed  in  the  Site  to  be  wat- 
obaaad  for  the  pnrposea  of  the  same  "  (Earl 
8*a$Aop*\  1910  i  after  debate.  Motion  with, 
dmm  Mir  80 

CowrxR,  Bight  Hon.  W.  F.  (Chief  Com- 
DUBsioner  of  WorkB),  SortforA 
Commona  and  Open  SpaeeOf  Comn.  moted  for, 
008 

Conrta  of  JnaUee  Ouwentration  (Site),  LaaTO, 
198,  308 ;  SR.  607 ;  Inatmetion  to  Comm. 
939 

H/de  Park— Gardens  in,  1880 
Leioeater  Square,  1809 
Ibtropolitan  Sewage  aed  Eases  ReeUmation, 
3R.  844 

New  Palaee  Yard,  ExtenaiM  of,  108 
PiooadiUr  and  Park  Lane  New  Road,  3R.  ff94 
Pnblio  Offloea  (Site  and  Approaobes),  LeaTOt 

1301,  1304, 1300,  1807 
Begent'a  Park— Bridge  orer  the  Canal.  000 
UDlTeraity  of  London,  1479 
Westminater  Bridge  (HetropoUa),  808 

Goz,  Mr.  W.,  Finohury 
Axmj  Estimates  —  ManaflMtaring  Depari- 
Bwnts,  1900 

[opnf. 


Cox,  Mr.  W.— eoni. 

Commons  and  Open  Spaoes,  Comm.  mored  for, 
314 

India— Prixe  Honej,  800 Nawab  of  the  Car- 
natio — Aseen  JiAi— Forged  Signatures,  Re- 
port, 1730 

Metropolitan  Polioe  Rate,  1900 

Pablie  House  Closing  Aot  (1801)  Amend- 
ment, Leare,  831,  230 

GuiKwoBTH,  Lord 

Attorneys  and  Solioiton,  8R.  1473 
Bankruptcy  and  loaolTeney  (Ireland), 9R.  1838 
Connty  Conrta  Equitable  Jurisdietion,  SR. 

1035 

Friony  and  Miadenwanor  Evidenee  and  Pnw 

tioo,  SR.  1726, 1787 
Patent  Rights,  030 

Gba-TTtukd,  Mr.  E.  H.  J.,  Ayti  Sre, 
PriTste  BQIa-Printing  Petitioas,*Res.  885 

CuwmKD,  ySx.  B.  W.,  London 

Metropolitan  Sewage  and  Essex  Reelamation, 

3R.  Amendt.  833,  843 
Private  Bill  CosU.  3R.  365 
St.  Benet,  Graoeobnrob  Street,  and  AUhal- 

lows,  Lombard  Street,  881 
Union  of  Ben^oaa  Aot  Amendmnt,  Leav^ 

1460 

Criminal  Cases  (Erideiice)  BiU 

{Mr.  SeuUjf,  Mr.  M'Mahon) 
0.  BiU  ordered ;  read  1°  •  iV&  10        [BIU  8] 
Seeond  Rea^Uag  delbrred  Mar  1, 045 

CaoesLBT,  Sir  F.,  rork$hiro,  W.  R. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speeeh,  70 

SiLHonsis,  Earl  of 
Army— Military  Ooapitala  at  Netl^  and  Wool- 
wieh,  1099. 1114:— Bwraeka  (Ireland),  1463 

Baksb,  Mr.  L.  S.  D.,  PortMrlingUm 
Army  EiUmatea— Pay  and  Allowanoes,  1838 
Navy— Captain  Colea*  Cupola,  I66I 

Dawson,  Mr.  B.  P..  Lendonilony  Co. 
IreUnd— State  of,  Rea.  688 The  Constabn- 

htry  and  the  Game  Ueenoe^  1088 
Leieester  Squm,  1868 

Db  Gtaxi  AVD  BiPOir,  Earl  (Seoretarj  of 
State  for  War) 

Army— Military  Hospitals  at  Ketley  and  Wool- 
wich, 1107,  Ills  ;— Barracks  (Ireland),  1463 

Canada— Defenees of— ColonelJenrois*  Report, 
438,498,484,439,439 

Dvisoir,  Bt  Hon.  J.  E.,  <w  Sfuxib,  The 

Dehman,  Hod.  Q.,  Twerton 
CourU  of  Jostiee  Bnildii^  LesTO,  lOS 
F^oy  and  MiaduDManor  ETideoeo  and  Ptie- 

tioe,3R.376,57e  ^  . 

PoUnd— AiWrs  of,  Res.  1847LjOOQle 
Printte  BUI  Costa,  SR.  566  O 
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Debbt,  Earl  of 
AddnH  in  Annrar  io  the  Speeoh,  31,  SI 
Angtnentation  Aet,  Retoms,  S37 
Bankroptoy  and  Intolvenoy  (IrelMid),3R.  13S8 
Canada — DefenoM of— ColonelJerrois'  Report, 

428.  435,  420,  438 
Cotton  Mano&otaring  Diftrioti,  DUtr«u  in  the 

—Mr.  Fanuill,  582 
Edmunds,  Leoniurd  —  RMignation  o4  Comm. 

moved  fbr,  1310, 1313,  iSl^  1310. 1330 

Deeiko,  Sir  E.  C,  JETent  E. 
India — Nawab  of  the  Cunatio — Auem  Jah, 
Comm.  moved  tae^  1803 

IhcEsoN,  Col.  J.  A.,  lAmerieh  Co. 
Arm/  EitimatOB — Land  Foroes,I700  ; — Pay  and 

Allowanoei.  1078;— Clothing  EttaUiahments, 

1974 Diaembodied  Militia,  1978,  1078 
Game  (Ireland),  3R.  AmeDdt.1688 
India — Nawab  of  the  Camatio  — Aieem  Jah, 

Comm.  moTed  for,  1714 
Railiray  communication  betwera  FUnogen 

and  Guard*,  1743 
Union  Oflken  (Irdnnd)  Snpenanuition,  SR. 

1008 

DiLLwnr,  Vr.  L.  L.,  Bwmuea 
PnUie  Oflhies  (SUa  and  Annroftolm),  Leave, 
1808 

J)i»eat»t  in  Cattle 
(tneaUon,   Mr.  Wa)degraTe>Lealie ;  Abcww, 
Ur.  T.  O.  Baring  JferS,  1117 

SisKAEij,  Right  Hon.  B.,  BuehnghwMhire 
Canada — Deftnoeiof— ColonelJenroii'  Rmort, 
1870 

Di$freit   in  the  Cotton  M»ttffaetming 
Di$trict9~Mr.  FamaU 
Obeerrationi,  Karl  Fwteeeoei  ihort  d^te 
thereon  Ftb  33. 880 

DoDsON,  Mr.  J.  O.  fChaimian  of  Commit- 
tees). 8u»MX,  B. 
Arm/  Estimatee— Land  Forees,  1798 ;— Mano- 

&atnruig  DepartmenU,  1000 
Cheltenham  and  OlunoeetenUn  Water,  Sft. 
401 

County  Volen  RegietratioD,  Leave,  1864 

DoKouoHUOBB,  Earl  of 

Baokruptcf  and   IniolTanor  fZreland)  Act 

Amendment,  3R.  122!  ;  Comm.  1045 
Ireland — (John  Dan/  and  Robert  Davidson), 

Papon  moved  for,  181  ,■— Arming  the  Oon- 

atabular/,  380 
Irvin,  Hr.  D'Ar^,  Papenmoved  Ibr,  SSI 


DoTOLAS,  Sir  C,  Si 
CoorietioBi  wider 
480. 749 


Honeea  Act, 


DovLTov*  ICr.  F.,  LmMh 
Cmnmona  and  Open  SiMWi.  CcouB.  moved  for, 

503, 608,  518 
Hotropolitan  SevMn  and  Embx  Reehmalion, 

SR.  835 


Brainy  and  ImproTement  of  Lands 
(Ireland)  FroTisional  Orders  Conflr- 

matunt  BUI  (-^f*'  Sir  Ocorgt  <rrvy) 
e.  Bill  ordered ;  read  l***  ifor  30      [BiU  8S] 

OaMin  International  Xzhibition  (186S) 

BiU  (^tV  R.  Peel,  Jfi-.  M.  Oi&wn) 
e.  Bill  ordered  ;  read  1°*  Fib  13       [BiU  17] 

Read  3«»  Feb  17 

Committee*;  Report  20 

Read  SP'Feb7l 
I.  Read  1-  *  (  rA<  Lord  Steward)  Feb  33  (No.  18) 

Dv  Gaitk.  l£r.  C,  £un,  JV. 
Malt,  Bei.  1357 

DuTF.  Ur.  U.  E.  Grant,  £lgtn^  ^e. 
Univer^  of  London,  1478 

DuNKKLUH,  Lord,  GdUoay  Bo. 
Ireland— Stete  of,  Rei.  757 

DuBLOP,  Kr  A.  K.,  Oreenoek 
India— Xawab  of  the  -  CaraMio— Anem  Jah, 

Comm.  moved  for,  1704 
Ireland— State  of.  Re*.  789 
tavof  Eridenoe.SR.  943 
Write  Registration  (Sootlaad),  Leave,  638 
Writ*  R«gi*tration.  Ao.  (Sootlaad),  Leave. 
001,080 

Dmnni,  Colooel  F.  P.,  Qiwm'«  Co. 
Arm/  EaOmatei— Land  Foroes,  1798  ;~Pa/ 
and  Allowaneee,  A^  moved,  1838,  1900. 
1967,  1909 ;  — Diaembodied  Mititia.  1978. 
1080  i— VoIaiitaerB.  1083;— Eoiolled  Pen- 
sioners, 1084 ;— Ifaaa&etiuiog  Departmenti, 
199S 

IraUnd— Publication  of  Iri»h  Reeord*.  388 

State  of.  Res.  600 
Union  Offioare  (Ireland)  Sopmiuniation.  3R. 

1008 

BweUinge  for  the  Working  Clawt 
i^aeetion,  Ifr.  Angnrtni  Smith;  Aniwer.  Mr. 
Tito  JfiirlO,  1030 

East  India  (OoTomor  General's  FowerSf 

ftc.,)  Bin  {Sir  C.  Wood,  Ur.  Barv*g) 
e.  BiU  ordered ;  lead  1"  •  Jfor  17       [BiU  76] 

East  India  High  Coorte  BOl 

(Air  ffkarki  Wood,  Jfr.BarAy) 
«.  BiU  ordered  i  read  1"  •  Jfor  17      BiU  77] 

Sdmmde,  Zeonard,  ^,—Smgntaioit  of 

Certain  OMcet 
On  Motion  of  Tie  Lord  ChmetOor,  after  ^ 
hate.  Select  Committee  appointed  "  to  in* 
qnire  Into  nU  the  Circtmutances  conoeeted 
vrith  the  Reelgnatien  b/  Mr.  Edmonde  of 
the  Oflleee  of  Clerii  o(  the  PatenU  and 
Cleric  to  the  Commissionen  of  Patent*,  and 
with  bis  Resignatkn  of  the  <Mtee  of  cBead- 
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JSAttUMd  Leonardi,  £»q, — eont. 

iof  Clwk  uid  Clerk  of  Oatdoor  Cooimitteei 
in  thii  HooM ;  aod  »lio  into  all  the  Cir- 
eumstaoces  eonoeoted  with  the  GrsDt  of  a 
Retiring  Pennon  to  him  hj  thu  Home" 
Mar  7,  1S31 

On  Mareh9,  Conunittce  nominated  as  fbllowi : 
— Ld.  PrMidmt.  D.  SonMraet.  E.  Derby, 
E.  Graham,  E.  Clarendon,  E.  Malmeaburjr, 
V.  Hutchinson,  L.  FaBmnre,  L.  Stanley  of 
Aldflrley,  L.  Chelmsford,  L.  Tannton 

Letters  and  Doonments  reipeoting  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  Mar  10 

Ordered,  That  the  Witneeiea  b^re  the  said 
ComoUttee  be  examined  on  Oath ;  and  that 
the  ETidmioe  taken  from  Tuat  to  Time  be- 
fore the  said  Committee  be  printed  for  the 
Use  of  the  Members  of  this  House,  but  no 
Copies  thereof  to  be  deltTered,  exoept  to  the 
Members  of  the  Committee,  until  further 
Order  Mar  11  (No.  30) 

Edmund*,  Mr.,  Qaestlon,  Mr.  HodgUnson; 
Ansver,  Sir  George  Grey  Mar  80, 1931 

FattnA  Ofiee,  Alleged  IrregularitUt  in  the, 
QoeitioD,  Lord  Stanley ;  Aniwo-,  The  Attor- 
ney Geoenl  Mar  0, 1190 

Edueation 

U  Reviled  Code  of  Regulationi,  presented,  Earl 
GnuiTilleiV617,81« 

$,  Bwiud  Code  of  BegtOationa,  presented  by  Com- 
mand Mr,  H.  A.  Bmoe ;  debate  thereon 
Feh  17,  S33 

/.  Bevited  Code  of  RegtUatUm* — Children  under 
Sia  Yeare,  Observations.  The  Earl  of  Har- 
rowby  :  Reply,  Earl  Granrille  Mar  16,  1733 
CommitUe  of  Couneil  on  Bdwation,  Moved, 
**  That  a  Seleet  Committee  be  apppolnted, 
to  inqoire  into  the  Constitution  of  the  Com- 
.mittee  of  Council  on  Education,  and  the 
system  under  wbioh  the  business  of  the 
office  is  oondoeted"  {Sir  Jaht  PoMkiglm) 
Feb  28,  847— 

Amendt.  to  add,  '*  And  also  into  the  best 
mode  of  extending  the  benefits  of  Govem- 
meat  InspeoUon  and  Kbo  Parliamentary  Grant 
to  Sollools  at  pwsent  nnasslsted  by  the  State" 
{Mr.  Wtdier) ;  after  long  debate,  Question, 
*'  That  those  words  be  there  addded  "  agreed 
to  ;  Main  Question, as  amended,  agreed  to — 

Select  Comraitteo  appointed  "  to  inquire 
Into  tlte  oonstitntioa  of  the  Committee  of 
Connoil  on  Edneation,aiid  the  system  under 
wbioh  the  budness  of  Uie  offloe  is  oondueted, 
and  also  into  the  best  mode  of  extending  the 
benefits  of  Oovemment  Inspeetion  and  the 
Parliamentary  Grant  to  Schools  at  preeent 
DDassisted  by  the  SUte,"  936— 

On  March  14,  Committee  nominated  as 
follows : — Sir  John  Pakington,  Mr,  Bruce, 
Mr,  Walpole,  Visoonnt  Enfield,  Lord  Robert 
Cecil,  Mr.  William  Edward  Forster,  Mr. 
Adderley.  Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Howes,  Sir  Ctiman 
O'Logfaton,  Mr.  Walter,  Mr.  Thempsoii.  Mr. 
Stirltaf,  Mr.  Boston,  and  Mr.  Uddell 

EswAADS,  Lt.-Col.  H.,  £everley 
River  Waters  ProteoUon,  3R.  1848 

EoBRTON,  Mr.  E.  C,  MaeolMfiM 

Lnncasire  and  Torkshire  and  Great  Eutcm 
JuDCtion  Railway,  2R.  1606 


Sgypt^Th*  ami  Cmal 
Qnestioa,  Mr.  Darby  OriOth;  Anmr,  Vis- 
count Palnwntott  Mar  3, 1044 

Blcho,  Itord,  Rad(UngUmMr$ 

Anny  Estimates— Disembodied  Militia,  1978 ; 
•— Yeomanry,  1983;— Mannfitetnring  Depart- 
ments, 1998, 1997, aOOO 

Cftoada— DeftiwwB  of- Cidond  Jernds'  Rnort, 
1605 

Roods  (Sootland),  1991 

Eleetitmi,  Omeral  Conmiitee  of 

On  Feb  9,  Select  Committee  app<rinted  as  fel- 
lows Rt.  Hon  Sir  Francis  ThwnhUl  Baring, 
Rt.  Hon.  Spenoer  Horatio  Walpole,  Rt.  Hon. 
Lord  Athlumney,  Sir  William  Miles,  Hr. 
George  Ward  Hnnt,  Mr.  John  Bonham- 
Carter 

ELection  Petitions  Act  (1848)  Amend- 
ment  Bill 

(Sir  Coinum  CLogklett,  Mr.  Adair} 
e.  Bill  ordmed :  read  1<>  •  FOi  14      [BUI  19] 
R«ad3-*JVftS0 

Considered  in  Committee  after  short  debate; 

Report  FOi  88, 689 
Read  3"» /"eft  27 

Read  1**  {Marqueie  of  Clanriearde)  Mar  3 
Read  3>*  Mir  18  (No.  31) 

Committee*  ;  Report  Mar  14 

Elleitbohough,  Earl  of 

Army— Military  Hospitals  atNeU»  and  Wool- 
wich, 1113. 1113 

.  Canadai— Delbneei  of— OolnMlJerTois*  Report, 
488 

Patent  Rights,  680 

Elpain STONE,  Sir  J.  D.  H.,  Portsmouth 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speeoh,  RepMt,  91 
India — Moorings  at  Calcutta,  307 
Manritins— Military  Defence,  1747 
Navy— Annoar-]^ted  Ships  in  the  (funnel 

Fleet,  140;— Repair*  of  the  "Reoral  Sove. 

reign,"   Ac.  001 ; — Wages  in  Dockyards, 

1143 

Navy  Estimates— Men  and  Boys,  1187, 1199, 

1403, 1453  ;  A^j.  moved,  1486 
Patent  Offloe,  AlUged  inegularities  in  tlw, 

IIW 

Enfield,  '^■ooaot  (Secretary  to  the  Poor 
Law  CommiBsionera)  M*ddle$$s 
Infeotious  Patimts  in  Workhouses,  1S8A 
Main  Drainage  (Metropfdis),  905 

EsaEX,  Earl  of 
Metropolitan  Sewage — Report  of  Seleet  Com- 
mittee, 640 ;  Explanation,  788 

EwAET,  llr.  J.  C,  Liverpool 
Sooth  Aneriean  Boe(  1061 

EXCHEQTTZB,     ChAUCKIXOB     of  t^(J^ 

CHuromoz  of  the  ExoanftuxB  ^ 


FAR         FOR        {  I  N  D  E  X  I 


FOR 


GAU 


FARfttnuB,  Sir  "W.  It.  T.,  BartfwA 

-  Cuwda — Deienoei of— CoKmelJerroil' Report, 

1603 

New  Zealand,  1740 

Tnde  with  Fordgn  Natka^  Selaot  CommiUae 
011,1889 


Felony  and  HlsdmnMuinr  Evidence  and 
Praotioe  BUI 

0.  BUI  ordmd  ;  read  1<>  •       U       [BUI  31] 
RMd  3*  after  abort  debate  Feb  39,  #78 
Comnuttee  *  :  Report  Fa  84 
Conatdered  *  JV&  37 

Read3°*Jf<(rl 

1.  Read      (Lord  CMmtfitrd)  Mar  3     (No.  33) 
BMtd  9>  after  debate  Ihr  U,  1785 

FicmncK,  Kr.  H.,  SumMand 
Malt  tor  Cattle.  831 

FueuasoN,  Sir  J.,  Ayrthire 

Armj — Reorniting,  Comminioii  moved  for,  031 
Canada— Defences  of— Colonel  Jerrofa^  Rmort, 
1685 

Ireland — Adminiatratioii  of  Justice,  1838 
Law  of  Kvidenoe,  2R.  945 
PioeadiUy  and  Park  Ua»  New  Road,  3R. 
Amendt.  089,  098 

FxBMOT,  Lord,  MarjfMoHg 
AddroH  fat  Anewer  to  tbo  Speeoli,  74 

FmEANO,  Ur.  W.  B.,  DwoHport 

NaT7 — Wagea  in  Dookyiirda,  1186  ;— Devon- 
port  Dockyard — Payment  for  Extra  Time, 
173S 

Bim  Waten  Proteotion,  3B.  1344 
Vaterworki  aod  Beiemrin,  60^  1043 

^^immeial  Statemmt 
QaeatioD,  Hr.  White ;  Annnr^Tbe  Chaneellor 
of  tbe  Exchequer  Mar  18, 1084 

Firet  at  Theatres  and  PUuet  of  PvhUc 

i^neation,  Mr.  Raney  Lewie;  Aneirar,  Sir 
Geoifo  Grejr  FA  10, 138 

FnuBRAU),  Mr.  W.  R.  8.,  WtrtUm 

Army  Eatimates,  8000 

Canada — Defbnoee  of— Cokmd  J«ma»'  Repcvt, 
10S9,  1069 

Trade  with  Foretn  Natiou,  Seleet  Committee 
00,  1897 

Far$ign  Statutict 

(Ineation,  Mr.  White ;  Answer,  Mr.  MUner 
Gibwn  Mar  8, 958 


jf^ntwt  M  Comi^m  of  Felony 
Qneation,  Mr.  Cbarlea  Fwetw.-  Answer,  The 
Attoraer  General  Feb  IS,  f«0 


FoBSTER,  Hr.  C,  WdUaa 
Forfeitores  on  Conriotion  of  Fdony,  SOS 
India— Naw«b  of  the  Oamatie— Aieem  Jah, 

1668  ;— Forged  Signatnna,  Report,  1780 
Liverpool  Licenaing,  3R,  647 
Private  BUle— Standing  Order  No.  7,  Amendt. 

99 :— Chtinnaa'i  Casting  Tote,  444 

FoBSTEB,  Mr.  W.  £..  Bradford 

Canada — Deftneea  of— Colonel  Jerrcda*  Report, 

1500,  1057 
Ednoation,  Comm.  moved  for,  030 
Government  Annnitlea  Act,  338 
Guna  for  Coast  Defences,  1938 
New  Zealand— War  in,  1009,  1010 
River  Waten  Proteotion,  8R.  1848 
Trade  with  Foreign  Natinii,  Seleet  Oomnlttee 

OB.  1880 

FoKTEscuB,  Earl 
Cotton  Manofaotoring  Districts,  Distress  in 

the— Mr.  FamaU.  080 
Poor  Relief  (MetropoUs)  A«t  (1804),  Return 
moved  for,  303 

FoBiEBCUE,  Bight  Hon.  C.  S.  (Under  Secre- 
tary for  tile  Colonies),  Louth  Co. 
British  Kafltaria,  Comm.  1094  :  el.  14,  1098 
Canada— Defences  of— Colonel  Jerrois'  Report^ 
1090 

New  Zealand— MUitarj  ContribuUon.  1748 

EaicKCff,  Colonel  F.,  RotoommoH  Co. 
Ireland— Tbe  BiTer  Shannon,  860  ^Stete  o£ 
R«a.  673 

Fulm«r  Common,  Inoloeure  of 

(^oeation,  Mr.  Shaw  hdum;  Answer,  Mr. 

Peel  Jfia-0, 1116 

Gaixwet,  Sir  W.  P^.,  Thirti 

RaUwajr  oommnnicatioo  between  I'll  MSi  s 
and  Guards,  1741. 1743 

Galwit,  Viscount,  Retford  {^t) 
lueashire  and  Torkshire  and  Gieat  Eastern 
Jnnotion  RaUwaj,  3B.  Amendt.  1853 

Oame  (IreUnd)  Bill 

(Sjr  JTenwy  Brwi$»  CeUmel^Forde) 

e.  BUI  ordered  ;  read  1*  •  F«(  84      [BUI  48] 
Moved,    Thai  tbe  Bill  be  now  nad  3*,"  A.  SO, 

N.  8 :  M.  43 
Bead  8*  Mar  10, 1088 

Game  Licenoea  (Ireland)  BSll 

(S&r  Robert  Fed,  Mr.  Barittg) 
c.  BiU  ordered ;  read  !•  J^M  13,  334  [BUI  181 

Read2«»/V617 

Committee*;  Report  90 

Bead3^*F«ft21 
I.  Rewl  1>*  mu  LordSt«ward)Feb  88  (No.  14) 

Read8>«Mir8 

Committee*;  Report Jlor 7/^^ (^ftt^) 
Bead8>*Jfiir0  Digitized  by  V^OOQlC 
Boial  Asisnt  Mar  87  [88  FmI.V.  8] 
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.  AddraMia  AuwvrtotlMSpNsb,  R«pMt,SO 

OsoBaE,  Mr.  J.,  Wmfori  Co. 
Unioi  OBoen  (IrtUod)  Snpmiunwtioa,  3R. 
19V7 

Onsov,  Bt  Hon.  T.  U.  (President  of  the 
Bourd  of  Trade),  A%hnxm^vmAw-I^* 
Foreifn  Statiftios,  908 
Fnnoe — Commeroul  Trei^  with,  1758 
Great  Yarmootb  Borough,  Bami  ud  Pnt, 
SR.  746 

IndostrUl  ExhiUUoM— ProtoBtlon  of  InveD- 
tiooi,  830 

LuMuhire  aod  Toriuhho  and  Grwt  Eastero 

JonotioD  RaUway.  3R.  1059 
Malt,  R«a.  1283, 129S 
Pariiamentarr  CohumI,  Fees  498 
Private  Bill  CosU.  3R.  569 
PriTate  Bill*— Standing  Order  No.  7, 108 

Friotioc  PeUtioDs.  Ill;  Rei.  385  ;— Chair- 

man'i  Casting  Vote,  418 
Riilwaj  Aoeidenti.  116 ;  Res.  1139 
Railway  oommnnioation  between  Panengen 

and  Guards,  1713 
Rassia  Company  Does,  235 
Sea  Fisheries,  718 

Trade  with  Foreiga  Nation^  Seleot  Conmlttee 

on,  1803 
Trinity  Board— Steam  Togs,  1117 
Waterworks  Bills,  1013 
Wnclu  and  Casualties,  Abstract  of,  288,  1663 
Wrecks  on  Um  Coast  of  Devon  and  Cntivall, 

499 

Oarar,  Colonel  B.  T.»  Bedfordshire 
Army  Estimates— Land  Forees,  1613  Pay 

and  AllOwanoes,  1833 
Army— Nnmber  of  the,  746 

OltFiiT,  Ur.  C,  yiiAhamptoH 
Poor  Law  Secretary,  Res.  165 

Ounnoirs,  Bight  Hon.  W.  E., ««  Chak- 
OBLioB  of  the  EzOHEQCm 


OoLDSMiD,  Sir  F.  H.t  Readittff 

COnrU  of  JoBtieo  BnUding,  2R.  807 ;  SR. 
1036 

Coarts  of  Justice  Cooeeotration  (Slto),  loitme- 

tion  to  Comm.  933 
Prisons,  Leave,  218 
PriTEte  Bills— SUnding  Order  Ko.  7.  IAS  ;— 

Chairman's  Casting  Vote,  415 
Rlrer  Waters  Protertioa.  SR.  1853 

OoBB,  Hr.  W.  B.  OnoBby,  Zeiirim  Co. 
Lanoasbire  and  Yorkshire  and  Great  Eastern 
Jniwtion  Railway.  SR.  1659 

OoscHEN,  Hr.  G.  J.,  London 
Bank  Notes  Imoo.  SR.  680 
Trade  with  Feroin  NaUow,  Sebet  Committee 
on,  1887 


Qovmmmi  Atmmtiot  Act 
Qnestioa,  Mr.  W.  E.  Forstw ;  Anawar,  The 
Cbaneelior  of  Exeheqaer  14,  388 ; 
QnesUon,  Mr.  Bodgkioson :  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exoheqaer  F«&  21,  109  ; 
Qnestion,  Mr.  Ayrton ;  Answer,  Mr,  Peel 
Mar  2.  057 :  Question,  Mr.  Salt ;  Answer, 
The  Cbaoeeilor  of  the  Exchequer  Mar  3, 
SS9 

GowEH,  Ifr.  G.  "W.  G.  LeTeeon,  S^aU 
Rirer  Waters  Fl<otoetion«  SR.  1819 

GKiKmLR,  Earl  (Lord  President  of  the 

Coaneil) 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  80,  81 
Army— Military  Homitab  at  Netley  and  Wool- 
wich, 1118 

Canada — Delhneei  o^Coload  Jem^*  Report, 
180 

Cotton  Mannbfltnring  Sistriota,DlBtresi  in  tbe 

—Mr.  Famall,  581,  583 
Destilato  Poor  ( Metroptdia),  Retams  moved  for, 

98 

Edmunds,  Leonard  —  Resignation  of,  Comm. 
moved  for.  1318. 1219,  mO 

Education — Tbe  Revised  Code  of  Regulations, 
316;— National,  1731 

Illicit  Distillation— The  ConsUbulary,  277  ;— 
Id  Clare  and  l>onegal.  Return  moved,  281 

Ireland— (John  Daroyand  Robert  l^ividson). 
Papers  moved  for,  131 ;— Magistracy  and  Po* 
lico  Foroe,  Papers  moved  for,  133 ;— Arming 
of  the  Constabulary,  229  ;— Publio  Records 
relating  to,  743 

Irvin,  Mr.  IVAroy,  Papers  moved  for,  380 

MetropoliUn  Sewag^Report  of  Select  Com- 
mittee, 611 

North  West  TorritoiT^British  North  America, 
587 

Patent  Rights,  736 

Poor   Rates,   Metropolitan  and  Snbnrban 

DistricU,  280 
Poor  Relief  {MetropoUa)  Aet  (1864),  Return 

moved  for,  303 
Roach  Kiver  Fishery,  3R.  735 
Transportation  to  Australia,  789 

Great  Tarmwth  Soroughf  Mavm  and  Port 
Sill  (by  Order) 
Moved,  "  That  Uie  Bill  be  now  read  3"  "  (Sir 
U.  Straeey),  711 ;  Ameodt.  to  leave  out 
"  DOW,"  and  add  "  upon  this  day  six  months  " 
{Mr.  Warner) ;  Question  proposed,  "  That 
*  now  *  Ae. ;"  after  debate,  Question  put, 
A.  199,  N.  17 :  M.  lis  ;  BUI  read  3>  Fd  37 

Oremmeh  Uhum — Caeei  of  Mary  Mori- 
artf,  Julia  Simnont  and  Othort 
Question,  Mr.  Maguire;  Answer,  Hr.  C.  P. 
ViiUers  ?V6  38,  596 

Gbboobt,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Oalaay  Co, 
Army— Military  Store  Department,  1133 
ConMtmte  States— Britialt  Pi 

,  .1033  Digitized  by 

Irdaod— Statoof;  Rei.  733 
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Gregson,  Mr.t  laU  Chttirman  of  the  PubUe  I  Gur^owd$r 

P^tioH$  OmmitUe  QwemaunU  Powder  Magaginei,  QaetUon,  Blr. 

ObterrstioM.ViiooontlWinmton/'eMe.SSe  I       Batler;  Amww,  Sir  George  Grey  /V6  10, 


Gbsnfbll,  Ur.  G.  P.,  RreUon 
Axmg  Eitimatet— DiMmbodM  Milltb.  1979 

CbtsriLLX,  Colonel  F.  S.,  tfmgford  Co. 
IrdMt^Adminiftntioo  of  Jtutioe,  1830 

Gebt,  Earl 

Aahworth.  Hr.  C,  Cum  110 

Qnxtt  Right  Hon.  Sir  0.  (Seoretaiy  of 
State  for  tiie  Home  Bepwtment), 
Morpeth 
AUngdoD  Gaol«  118 

Ballot,  The,  660 

Belbat— RioU  ftt,  383,  889,  400. 
Capital  Punishment  within  Gaola.  Leave,  450 
Church  Attendance  on  SumJaya,  Loatc,  S48 
CoDTiotione  ooder  Refreohnicnt  Uouaea  Act, 
ib%  749 

FeloDj  and  Miademeiuior  ETidenoe  and  Prao- 

tiee,  2R.  070 
Fires  at  Theatres,  Ac.  136 
Gnnpowder,.  Storage  of,  1116 
Herring  Fishery  (Scotland  ),8i6 
Ireland— State  of,  Res.  800 Case  of  Hary 

Ryao,  1030 
Licensing  Laws,  1110 
Lirerpool  Licensing,  3R.  647 
Marriage  Law,  447 
Metropolitan  Police  Rate,  1904, 1900 
Uonastic   and    Convenlual  Eatablisfaments, 

OcKum.  moved  for,  1077, 1080 
Mortgage  Debentares,  SEl.  370 
Patent  OBloe— Mr.  Edmonds,  1031 
Powder  Magasinea,  Government^  180 
Prison  Libraries,  747 

Prisoners  in  Newgate,  Treatment  of,  599,  1024, 

1035,  1036 
Friwna,  Leave,  213;  3R.  1361, 1803 
Private  Bill  Co8te,2R.  574 
Private  Bills— Sbuiding  Order  No.  7, 113 
FoUio  Hoow  Ghwing  Act  (1864)  Amendnent, 

Leave,  354 

Pablie  Offices  (Site  and  Approaches),  Leave, 
1306,  1307 

River  Waters  Proteotioo,  Leavsk  137;  SIL 

1331,  I33S 
Safflron  Hill  Mnrder,  300 
Sewan  UtiUsation,  Lean,  197 ;  SR.  13M 
South  American  Beef,  1061 
Titles  to  Und  Registration  (Ireland^  f  47 
Turnpike  TmsU,  138 
Wakefield  Gaol,  1001 
Waterworiu  and  Bmernte,  001 

GuFFiiH,  Mr.  C.  Darby,  Dtvitu 
Abingdon  Gaol,  116 
£gj{A_Tbe  Soei  Canal,  1044,  1700 
Ireland — Administration  of  the  Law,  1740, 
1830 

Jories  in  Criminal  0am,  SR.  1734 
ParlianMDtarjr  Coonial,  Fees  o(  408 
Pensions  to  Oflteen  of  the  House  of  Lords, 

1070 

Poland— Affidrs  of.  Res.  1840 

Poet  Oflke— Tbreepeony  Postag*  Stami 

Frims,  LeaTO,       333  i  SR^SOl,  18 


135 

Storage  of  &uf9>0uidS«r,ftaestIon,  Mr.  Serjeant 
Kingtue :  Answer,  Sir  Georg*  Gm  Mat  6, 
1110 

Hadfeeld,  Mr.  Q.,  Shifield 
Clooprisst,  Ao,  Benefieea  (Irriand),  Retms 

moved  for,  249 
Courts  of  Joitiee  Bnildiof,  Leave,  178 :  9K. 

SOS 

Ireland — Administration  of  Jostiee,  1830 
Law  of  Eridenoe,  dto.  Leave,  361 
Private  Bill  Costs. 211..  574 
PuUio  UoDse  Closing  Act  (1804)  Amendment, 
Leave,  356 

Qualification  for  Offices  Abolition,  3R.  210 

HAHaTON,  Right  Hon.  Lord  C,  7\/ron€  Co, 
Belfast—  Riots  at.  366, 371 
Public  Offices  (Site  and  Approaebea),  Leave, 
ISOS,  1307 

Hakbukt,  Mr.  E.,  MiddUtex 
Night  Refuges  (Metropolis),  1920 

Hankbt,  Mr.  T.,  Peterborotuh 
Bank  Notea  lano,  sa.  OSS 

Habdcastie,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Surp  Si.  JEdmvndt 
Malt,  Res.  1373;  Fnvloas  Qnettioa  mond, 

1398 

Prison  Libraries,  7 47 

Habdt,  Mr.  G.,  Leomin*Ur 
Edupation,  Comm.  moved  fiw.  Oil 
Law  of  Evidence,  SR.  948 
Liverpool  Licensing,  3R.  606 
Prisons,  Leave,  333 

Frivate  BlUa-ChairAan's  Gaitii«  Vote^ 

Hasaowst,  Earl  of 
Canada — Oefenoes  of— ColonelJervois'  Report, 
439 

C<HtrU  of  Jnstiee,  The  New,  Retnrm  norcd 

for,  1010 
EdueatioB,  National.  178S,  1735 

Haktisotoh,  Marquess  of  (Under  Secretary 
for  War),  Laneathire,  N. 
Armstrong  Guns  fi>r  Foreign  Goveniments,  000 
Army  BstimatM— Land  Foroes,  1701,  1810, 
1830 ;— Pay  and  AUowanees,  1831.  1833, 
1004, 1067, 1973 ;— aotUog  Establishments, 
1974 Divine  Service,  1974 ;— Martial  Law, 
1970  :— Disembodied  MtUtia,  1076.  1980  :— 
Teomanry,  1981,  1983 :— Volunteers,  1983  ; 
—Enrolled  Pensioners.  1984, 1080  Manu- 
fiwtnring  Deportments,  1086,  1000,  1904, 
1997.  1998,  1990,  3000 
Army— Regimental  Quartermasters,  110 ;  — 
Armstrong  and  Wbitworth  Guns,  330, 1739 ; 
-ArmMrong  13-pooader  Guns,  440,  460 ; — 
ilting.  Commission  moved  fcr,  536;— 
HniM,  747;— MUitai7  Beeerve  Food, 
>-Sba  Oidunoa  Snrvy,  lOOS ;  — 
[aw*. 
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IhunraTOir,  MRrqnew  of— AHA 

MiliUi?  Store  Dnwrtment.  11S8;— Iriih  or 
Roman  CftthoUo  RoeroiUi  17M  ^Tho  War 
Offleo,  1630 :— Rifle  Brigade  and  Wbitmvth 
Rifie^  1931 
QuDi  for  Goait  Belmoes,  1985 
Indian  Staff  AppointmenU,  1043 
Militia  TraTelling  Allowanoea,  846 
Naf7  Armaments,  Comm.  moved  for,  983 
Tower,  Dipiitjr  Ueutenaaef  of  the,  1044 
Volunteer  Offlcen,  IMS 

Hassus.  Ur.  M.  D.,  Wattrford  City 
Ireland — Grand  Jnriei,  307 
Union  Offlcen  (Ireland)  Snperannoation,  3R. 
1908 

Hat,  Sir  J.  C.  D.,  Wahfild 
Afirio^— Rumoured  Eipeution  asidnat  Aifaan- 
tee,8S8 

AraT^Armetrong  and  Whitworth  Ga&>,  830 
NaT7  Armamentt,  Comm.  moved  for,  079|  980 
Navj— Captain  Sajer'i  UA  Boat,  689;— 

Chaplain  Qeneral,  1010 
Navr  Eetimatei— Men  and  B071, 1889,  1404, 

1408,1414,  1116, 14M 

•fr«AnT.AM,  Right  Hon.  T.  E.  (Jndge  Advo- 
oate  Oeneral),  yewctutle-upm-T^^e 
Armjr— Senteneea  of  Coorta  Martial,  1043 

Hsiruir,  Right  Hon.  J.  W.,  OxfartkhirB 
CbriteiUiam  and  Olonoestoribire  Water,  3R. 
494 

Coorte  of  Jnetiee  Goooentration  (Sito)i  Initmo- 

tion  to  Comm.  086 
Edaeation,  Comm.  moved  for,  016 
Malt,  Rea.  1298.  1393 
Mortgage  Debentures,  SR.  371 
Private  Billi— Standing  Order  No.  7,  HI 
River  Waten  Proteetion.  9R.  1356 
Union  Ohargeabilltjr,  Leave,  488 
• 

HsminBT,  Mr.  J.  P.,  Kin^t  Co. 
Belfoit— Rioti  at.  407 

Conrti  of  Juitloe  Conoentration  (Site),  Inetmo* 
tion  to  Comm.  038 ;  Amendt.  938 

Edaeation,  Comm.  moved  for,  033 

India — Nawab  of  the  Camatio  —  Aieem  Jah, 
Comm.  moved  for,  1701; — Forged  Signatnrei, 
Report.  1737 

Irdand— Rojal  Doek  In  Qmk.  Harbour,  116 
State  of,  Rea.  661,  677,  837,  838;— Case  of 
Patrick  Dojrie,  1180 ;— Medieal  Offleera  in 
Unions,  Res.  IfflS,  1031 Administration 
of  the  Uw,  1740,  1838 

Monastic  and  OooTentnal  Establishments, 
Comm.  movsd  for,  1061 ;  ExplaoaUon,  1637 

Poland— AOkira  of.  Ret.  1881,  I860 

Pnblie  Offlooa  (Site  and  Approaohes),  Leare, 
1808,  1306 

Union  Offieera  (Irdand)  Saparannnation,  SR. 
1907 

Herring  Tidieries  (Scofbuub  Bill 

{tU  Urd  AivoeaU,  Sir  WtUtamDiadiar) 
t.  Bill  ordnad  t  read      Jfor  3       [BUI  48] 
Reada"*  Jixr* 

VOL  CIXXTIL   [tbuv  skbibb.] 


Serring  FUUry  (SeoHand) 
Question.  Mr.  H.  Baillie ;  Antwar,  Sir  Gtoff* 
Grej       38,  846 

Hbtoaie,  Sir  "W.  F.,  Loiiiondtny  (h. 
Trdand— State  eV,  Ree.  698 

HoBERT,  Mr.  J.  T..  Oldham. 

Capital  PDnishment  witUn  Goala,  Leave,  485 

Count]r  Voters  Registration,  Leave.  1864 

Patent  Lavs,  1175 

Poor  Law  Sooratarj,  Res.  4JI0,  461 

River  Waters  Protection,  3R.  1340 

HoDQxnrsoK,  l£r.  0.,  Newark 
Government  Lifo  Annuitj  Bill,  499 
Patent  Offioe— Mr.  Edmunds,  1931 

HoiMSOK,  Ur.  B.,  TynmmnUh 
Private  Bill  Costa,  3R.  668 
Private  Bills— StandioB  Order  Mo.  7,  104  ;— 

Chairman's  Casting  Vote,  441 
Railmqr  AeddMts,  Res.  1135 

HoBajALL,  Hr.  T.  B.,  lAverpool 
Liverpool  Licensing,  3R.  648 
Trade  with  Foreiga  Nations,  Select  Conunittoe 
on.  1858 

HoTEAU,  Lord,  TorUhirs,  E.  R. 
Armjr  Estimates— Land  Forces,  1808, 1830 
Army— Military  Reserve  Fund,  1043 
Cburoh  Attendance  on  Sonday,  LeaTO,  847 
Private  BiU  Coste,  3R.  57S 

HouoHTov,  Lord 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  17 
Destitute  Poor  (Metropolis),  Returns  moved 
for,  96 

Poor  Roller  (Metropolis)  Act  (1864),  Retnm 
moved  for,  308 

H0WB8,  Mr.  E.,  Norfolk,  E. 
Great  Tarmouth  Bwongh,  Haren  and  Fort» 
SR.  746 

HuBBABD,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Buckingham 
Bank  Notes  Issue,  SR.  6S2 
Union  of  Benefioee  Act  Amendmenfe,  Le«T*, 
Amendt.  1459 

Htmr,  Mr.  Q.  W.,  Norihtmptonthirtt  N. 
Coontj  Voters  Registration,  Leave.  1363 
Juries  in  Criminal  Cases,  3R.  1734 

HuTT,  Bight  Hod.  W.,  (Paymaater  of 
the  Forces  and  Vice  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade),  GatMhead 
Cheltenham  and  Glooeeatmhire  Water,  SB. 
493 

Hott,  Itfaior  Oenatal,  Oaas  of.  1588 
Malt  forl^tle,  881 

SvU,  Oau  of  Motor  GmonU 
Qoeetion.  lb,  RMboek;  Amvw,  Mr.,UnU 
JferIS,l587    Digitized  byLsOOQle 
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Syde  Park,  Gardens  in 
QttMtioo,  Mr.  BUokbnrn ;  Anawer,  Ur.  W.  F. 
Cowpar  Mar  17. 1880 

India 

Afttiri  of  Bhootem,  (^aettiM,  Lord  Stanley ; 

Answer,  Sir  Gharlei  Wood  Feb  IS,  206 
Aseem  Jah — Nawab  of  the  Camatie,  Motion 

for  »  Select  Committee  {Sir  FitfRoy  KeOg) 

Mar  U  ;  after  long  debate,  A.  38,  N.  58  | 

M.  15, 1668 
Ah«m  Jdt—Famd  Simalurti,  Special  Be- 

port  or  the  PaUre  Petitiona  Committee  (Mr. 

ChaHet  Forster);    short  debate  thereon 

Mar  16,  1735 ;  Select  CommiUee  appdnted 

Mar  33 ;  nominated  Mar  24 
Bombay  Back  Bay  Shares,  Obeerrations,  Mr. 

Henr?  Seymour;  Reply,  Sir  Chsriea  Wood 

Mar  90,  1860 
Caleatta,  Mooringi  at,  (Inestion,  Sir  James 

EIphinstODo;  Answer,  Sir  Charles  Wood 

Feb  18,207 
CtUetiUa,  Sanitary  StaU  of,  <liiettioa.  Mr.  Van- 

sittart ;  Anawer,  Str  CUea  Wood  Fa  U, 

238 

Dieif^eeting   Powder  for  htdia,  Qaestion, 

Colonel  Sykea ;  Anawer,  Sir  Charles  Wood 

Fob  30,  450 
Diatria  Jvdget  {India),  Question,  Sir  Hugh 

Cairns ;  Answer,  Sir  C.  Wood  FA  13,  303 
Indian  Staff  Appmntmenit,  Question,  Mr. 

Torrcns  ;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Har- 

tington  Mar  3,  1013 
Kirwee  Prize  Money,  Qnestion,  Mr.  Miller; 

Answer,  Sir  Charles  Wood  Feb  16,  288 
Madrai  Irrigation  Company,  Question,  Mr. 

Smollett ;  Answer,  Sir  Charles  Wood  Feb  23, 

598 

Native  ArtiUeru,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Vaosittart; 

Answer,  Sir  Charles  Wood  Mar  6,  1118 
Namgation  of  the  Oodavery,  Question.  Mr. 

Snudlatt ;  Answer,  Sr  Cbartea  Wood  F^  34, 

658 

Oude,  Affairi  of,  Qaestion.  Lord  Stanley  ;  An- 
swer, Sir  Charles  Wood  Mar  17, 1830 

Oude,  T<dookdari  and  OuUivatort  of,  Qaestion, 
Lord  Stanley ;  Answer,  Sir  Chules  Wood 
Feb  10, 138 

iViftf  Mmey  (/niffi),  Qaestion,  Mr.  Cox ;  An- 
swer, Sir  Charles  Wood  Feb  IS,  209 

India  Qfflee  (Site  and  Approadies)  Bill 

(Mr.  Covaper,  Sir  CharUt  Wood) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  l"  •  Mar  7  nBill  56] 

Read  2°  *  and  eomnutted  to  a  Seleet  Gomnittee 
Mar  29 

And  on  March  38,  Committee  nominated  as  fol- 
lows :— Mr.  Cowper,  Lord  John  Manners, 
Sir  John  Shelley,  and  Mr.  BailUe  Coebrane, 
and  three  Mmnben  to  be  added  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection. 

Industrial   ExhiMtions  —  Protection  of 
Inventiona 

Queetion,  Mr.  Berkelv ;  Answer,  Mr.  Mibier 
Gibson  Feb  17,  880 

LidniUal  Exhibitions  Bin 

(Jfr.  Dedton,  Mr.  AU.  Oengnd,  Mr.  M.  Oibton) 
e.  Resfdotioii  in  Committee 
BiU ordered;  read l^vJVft 31  [BiU86] 


Induttrial  Eaik3ntiont—«OBlL 
Read  V  Feb  27 
Committee*;  Report JTor 8 
Considered  *  Mar  6 
Read3°*Mir7 
l.VMA\'-*(Thelordateward)Mar1i  (No.  88} 
Read  3*  •  Mar  16 
Committee  *  ;  Report  Mar  17 
Bead  3>*  Mar  30 

Royal  Asient  in  Fnsf.  e.  8] 

Inohih,  Kr.  B.,  Soui^  Shields 
India— Nawab  of  the  Camatio—  Aseon  Jab, 
Comm.  moved  fbr,  1707 

Inns  of  Court  Bill 

(Str  Oeorge  Bowyer,  Mr.  Benneiiy) 
e.  Bill  ordered ;  after   abort   debate  read  I* 
Feb  87. 889  [BiU  44] 

Insolyent  DeUon  BiU 

(Jfi-.  PauO,  Mr.  Locke,  Jfr.  MeXikm) 
e.  Bill  ordered  •  Feb  14 
Read  1<>*  Fa  15  [BiU  34] 

Irdand 

Adimmttration  of  JuiUee,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Darby 
GrifBth  ;  Answer,  Sir  Robert  Peel  Mar  16, 
^740  ;  Qaestion,  Colonel  Grerille  ;  Answer, 
Sir  Robert  Peel  Mar  17,  1825;  Moved, 
"  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn"  (CoUmel 
Orevify) ;  aftn  shtvt  dofoata.  Motion  with> 
drawn 

Arterial  Drainage,  Question,  Lord  Naas; 
Answer,  Sir  Robert  Teol  Feb  8,  84 

Barrackt,  Question,  The  Harqoesa  oF  Clanri- 
carde ;  Answer,  Earl  Da  Gr^  and  Ripou 
Mar  10,  1461 

Bdfaet  Hiota  at.  Question,  Mr.  O'Reilly  ;  An- 
swer, Sir  Hugh  Cairns  Fdt  17,  320 ;  The 
Royal  Commierim,  Party  Proeeteimu,  Qoea- 
tioD,  Sir  Hugh  Cairns :  Answer,  Sir  R.  Peel ; 
long  debata  thereon  ^<;&  17,  328 

ClonprieMt,  ^e.,  Benefieee — CkureK  Patrottage, 
Motion  for  Returns  (Afr.  Seidiy)  939 ;  after 
debate,  Motion  amended,  and  agraad  to 
Feb  14  239 

Con«(aiuMry,  .^Irmtn^  the.  Petition  (l%e 
Earl  of  Leitrim)  Feb  14, 237 

ContbAmary — Clotittng,  Question,  Mr.  Vanoe; 
Answer,  Sir  Robert  Peel  Feb  IS,  206 

Cork  Barbour,  Royal  Dock  in.  Question,  Mr. 
Hennessy ;  Answer,  Lord  Claretwe  Paget 
Feb  9,  in 

Comt  of  Admiralty,  Qaestion,  Ur.  Ibgoire ; 

Answer,  Sir  Robert  Peel  Feb  8, 88 
Courts  <f  Cowimon  Law,  Qnestion,  Mr.  Butt ; 

Answer,  Sir  R.  Peel  /V&  38.  647 
Darey  and  Davidten,  Motion  for  an  Address 
for  Papers  conneoted  with  the  Deaths  of 
John  Daroy  and  Robert  Davidson  (7%^  Sari 
of  Leitrim)  FA  10,  138  i  after  debate.  Mo- 
tion withdrawn 
Dtyle,  Patrieh,  Caee  of,  Obaervatiou,  Mr. 

Henoessy  Mar  10, 1480 
Oramd  Jwriee,  Queetion,  Mr.  Basaard ;  An- 
swer, Sir  Robert  Peel  FA  13,  307 
ItUeit  DietiUation,  7%tf  Conatalmlary,  Quea- 
Uon,  The  Earl  of  Leitrim  f  A; 
GfUTille  Feb  X^^i^i 

[cent. 
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luuHH— JWtfjl  JHtHUaHon  eont. 

Addreu  for  a  Return  f  The  Earl  0/  LeUrim) 
Feb  16,  980 ;  after  debate.  Motion  with* 
drawn 

Qamt  ZAeetuea,  Constabtbayand  the,  QneitiOD, 
Mr.  Dawson ;  Anawer,  Sir  Robert  Peel 
Mar  20,  1923 

Irvin,  Case  of  Mr.  B.  M.  jyAtey,  Motion  for 
Correapondeuoe  relating  to  the  oate  of  Mr. 
B.  M,  D'Aro7  Irvin,  and  the  relation  of  the 
Polioe  Foroe  of  Ireland  to  the  ooaatjr  Magit- 
traoj  ( The  Earl  of  Leilrim) ;  after  short 
debate.  Motion  portponed  Feb  10, 139;  afUr 
debate,  Motion  amended,  and  agreed  to 
Feb  14,  330 

Mail  Service,  Qnestion,  Ur.  Seally ;  Auwer, 

Mr.  Peel/VifrlS,  204 
PuiAV  Records  relating  to 

FubUeatimt  of  Recordt,  Queetimi,  Colonel 
Dunne ;  Annrar,  Mr.  Feel  FA  10,  386 

TiU  Cartw  eatd  Carte  Beeord*,  Qoeation, 
The  Marqaen  of  Claorioardo  ;  Anawer,  Earl 
Granvillo  /V&  37,  741 

Brehon  Imw»,  Qaeation,  Mr.  M'Mahon  ;  An- 
awer, Mr.  Peel  Feb  27,  748 

Patent  and  Ctote  RolU,  Qaestioa,  Mr.  Long- 
Sold  ;  Anawer,  Mr.  Feel  Mxr  17. 1899 

Medieal  tJfietn  m  Untmt,  Amandt.  on  Com- 
mittee of  Snpply  Mar  10,  To  leave  ou^from 
"That"  to  the  end  of  Qneation,  and  add 
*'  in  the  o^nion  of  thia  Honae,  Her  Miyeatr'a 
Goremment  ahonld  now  adopt  the  Reoom- 
mendations  of  the  Select  Committee  of  1808, 
which  reecMOimended  fler  Majettjr't  Govern- 
ment  to  take  into  eooaideration  the  olaima 
of  Ireland  to  a  Grant  of  the  half-eoit  of 
Medical  OIBoera  in  Uniooa,  with  the  view  of 
proTidlng  for  the  aame  in  fotore,  aa  ia  now 
the  practice  in  England  and  Scotland" 
(Mr.  MaeEvoj/)  1516;  Queation  propoaed, 
"  That  the  words,  Ao. ;"  afler  debate,  Quea- 
tion  pat,  A.  37,  N.  34  ;  M.  3 

PMipert,  Removal  of,  Qoeetion,  Mr.  Magnire ; 
Anawer,  Mr.  VilUera  Feb  8,  83 

Poor  Law  Board,  Question,  Mr.  O'Eeillj ; 
Anawer,  Sir  R.  Peel  Jfar  14,  1661 

SaiUoayM,  LiabiUtiet  of  ShareJuHden,  Obaer- 
vatiooa.  The  Earl  of  Belmore  Feb  9,  90 

Ryan,  Ctue  of  Jfary,  Qneation,  Mr.  Scallr ; 
Anawer,  Sir  Georee  Grej  Mar  18,  1585 ; 
Obeerr^iona,  The  MaTqoeas  of  Weatmeath ; 
Repir,  Earl  Roaaell  Mar  ]4«  1646 

Shamton,  The,  Qnestion,  Colonel  French  ;  An- 
awer, Mr.  Peel  Feb  34,  600 

State  of,  Amendt,  on  Committee  of  Supply 
Feb  34,  To  leave  out  from  **  That "  to  the 
end  of  QaeatiMi,  and  add  "  thia  Honae  ob- 
•errea  with  regret  the  deoline  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Ireland,  and  will  readily  support  Her 
Mi^efty'l  Government  in  any  well-deviaed 
meamire  to  •timolate  the  profitable  employ- 
ment 1^  the  people"  {ifr.  Bennew),  061 ; 
QneaUoo  propoaed,  "That  the  woroa,  deo.;" 
after  tong  debate.  Moved,  "That  the  debate 
be  now  adjourned  "  (Mr.  Mtguire) ;  Motion 
Dq(atived ;  after  fiirther  debate,  Debate  ad- 
Jenmed ;  adioamed  debate  reanmed  JVft  97. 
700 ;  QneatioD  pat,  A.  107,  N.  81 ;  M.  78  i 
Division  Uat,  838 

Stipendiary  MMtttratei,  Mr.  Ffreneh,  Question, 
Sir  Ilervey  Bmoe  ;  Answer,  Sir  Robert  Peel 
Mar  10, 147« 


Ibhlutd — eont. 

Taxation  of  Ireland,  on  Motion  of  Colonel 
Z>iMHi«,  Select  Committee  re-appointed  iforS, 
1037  ;  Instruotion.  Sir  Staflbrd  Northoote 

On  Mar  17,  Committee  aomioated  as  fsllowa  : 
—Colonel  Dunne,  Sir  Edward  Groean,  Mr. 
Longfield,  The  O'Conor  Don,  Mr.  Henneaay, 
Sir  Frederick  Heygate,  Sir  George  Colt- 
hurst,  Sir  Robert  Peel,  Sir  Stafford  North- 
cote.  Mr.  Howes,  Mr.  Hankey,  Mr.  Lowe, 
and  Mr.  Banks  Stanhope. 

Titles  to  Land  Regiitratitm  (Jrelattd),  Question, 
Mr.  ScnUy  ;  Anawer.  Sir  RobaH  Feel  Feb  10, 
180;  Question,  Mr.  Scully;  Anawer,  Sir 
GeoTve  Grey  Fei  37, 747 

Union  Medical  Ogkert  (Ireland),  Question,  Mr. 
Bagwell ;  Anawer,  Mr.  Peel  Feb  17,  810 

Itle  of  Kan  Sisaffi^estatum  (Compenia- 
tion)]MIl 

( Jfi-.  Bedton,  lb.  Peel,  ifr.  ChameeHer  of  tie 

c.  Oouidered  in  Committee  Mar  9, 1457 
Report*  ;  Read  1"«  JftriO  [Bill  87] 


Itahf—PatMorU  «<  Borne 

Question,  Mr.  H.  Baring ;  Answer,  Ifr.  A.  H. 
Layard  Feb  80,  ISO 

Jaoewit,  Hr.  W.,  Neweatih-vnier'^fme 

Commons  and  Open  Spacei,  Comm.  moved  for, 
006 

Piccadilly  and  Park  Lane  New  Road,  2R.  006 

Railway  Accidents,  Res.  1129 

River  Waters  Protection,  3R.  Amendt.  1335 

JsBYis,  Captain  H.  J.  W.,  Haneiek 

Army  Estimatea — Enrolled  Penaionera,  1080 ; 

— Maouraotaring  Departmenta,  1090 
Guna  for  Ooast  Daftneea,  1044 
Lancashire  and  ToAsbire  and  Grert  Eaatem 

Jimction  Rdlway,  9R.  1660 
Private  BUli— Staodbg  Order  No.  7, 104 


JoHirBtoBX,  Mr.  H.  A.  B.,  CoHUrhurjf 
Folaod—A&irs  of;  Res.  1848 

JoLUVFE,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  W.  Q.  H., 
Peterefield 
Army — The  Ordnance  Survey,  1091 
Pnblie  Offlces  (Site  and  Api«oachea),  Leave, 
ISO? 

JommaU,  81th' ConmiUee  for  the 
Appointed  Feb  7 

Jndgments  (Ireland)  BiU 

(Jfcfr.  Jfkitetide,  Mr.  Oemye) 
a.  BiU  ordered ;  read  1*>*  Mar  18       im  68] 

Juriei  in  Criminal  Cases  BiU 

(Sir  Colman  ffLoghUn,  Mr.  Longfield) 
e.  Bill  oHered  ;  read  1»*  Feb  16       [Bill  28] 
Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3","  1717  : 
after  driiate,  Motion  withdrawn  ;  BiU  with- 
drawn Mur  10 


JUS 


KNO 


f  INBBXJ 
'77- 


LAS 


JnstioeB  of  the  Peace  (IHieretionary 
Powers)  BUI 

(Sir  ChaHei  DougUu,  Mr.Hettry  FmwiOe) 
«.  R«md  !•  •  Jfer  18  [BUI  09} 

JvsticeB  of  the  Peace  Procedure  BUI 

{Mr.  PauU,  Mr.  StanHand,  Mr.  R.  Hodgtm) 
e.  BiU  ordered  •  Fdf  H 

Read  1**  i^Vi  Iff  [BiU  38] 

ExzBwicH,  Ur.  S.  T.,  Ihvotuhuv,  8. 
Wmeks  on  the  Oout  of  Deroa  and  OorairaU, 
499 

Kbllt,  Sir  FmRoY,  Suffolk,  JE. 

IndlB — Nawsb  of  the  Oamatio  —  Aieem  Jah 

Oomm.  mored  for,  1644, 1699 
Law  of  ETidenoe,  dw.  Lean,  267;  SR.  OS 

940 

Malt,  Rei.  1838 

BiTMT  Waten  Proteetlon,  SR,  1850 

Kehdall,  Kr.  K.,  Cornwall^  M. 
Biver  Waten  Frotaotion,  3R.  1385 

King,  Hon.  P.  J.  L.,  Surrey,  JE. 
Legaoj  and  Saeoetaion  Dutf,  184,  447 

ExNOLixB,  Mr.  Serjeant  J.  A.,  Sochnttr 
Gnnpowdsr,  Storage  of,  1118 

KiHOUEE,  Mr.  A.  W.,  Bridgwater 
Addreei  la  Answer  to  the  Speeeh,  77 

XnreecoTB,  Col.  B.  N.  F.,  Oloumivthire, 

Chelteobam  and  OloooeitenUre  Watw,  SR. 
«W 

KnnrAiBD,  Hon.  A.  F.,  Ptr(h 

ArmyEitimatei — Hanu&cturinsDepartmenta, 
1098 

Oonrts  of  Justice  Building,  SR,  39S 
CoortM  of  Justioe  Concentration  (Site),  Inabne- 

tloD  to  Comm.  936,  988 
New  Zealand— War  in,  1511 
Public  Offloes  (Site  and  Approachet),  LeaTe. 

1808  ^ 
United  Statat— The  Reolproolt/Tnatx,  Papers 

Dioved  tor,  414 

XtttfAm  and  Stfivthmmt  Boom  (Mouu  of 
Commona) 

On  Feb  8,  Committee  appointed  as  follows  :~ 
Colonel  Freooh,  Mr.  Bentlnck,  Lord  Robert 
MonUgo,  Mr.  Dalriish,  Colonel  White,  Mr. 
Oodow,  and  Mr.  Aldernuui  Rote 

KiriGHT,  Mr.  F.  W.,  WormUrthire,  W. 
Afrionltnral  Parisbcn,  Retnru  mored  fiv,  880, 
881.1301,1803  ' 

Khox,  Hon.  Major  W.  8.,  Bunetmnm 
Bel&it— Bioti  at,  856. 857, 408 


Lahore  Buhopric  BUI 
ReMdution  in  Crauaitteo  *  ilir  SO 

Laibd,  Mr.  J.,  Birhmkead 
Armstrong  Guna  for  Foreign  OovemmeDts,  960 
Nary  Estimates— Men  and  Boys,  1433 
Navy— The    Royal  Sorereini,"  961  Porta* 
month  DooI^yanl.lllT;- DooluardEnendi- 
tnre,  1119 

ZaneagMre  and  Torkthire  and  Great 
JBattem  Junction  BaiUoay  Bill  (bv 
Order) 

e.  Moved,  "  Ttiat  the  BiU  be  now  lead  8°,"  1658 
Ameodt.   to  leave   out  "now,"    and  add 
"upon  this  dajrux  months"  (VitcouiU  Oat- 
way);  QnesUon pnmoeed,*' That  ib«  woidi, 
Ao./'  1604 

After  debate.  Qoeetion  pat,  «•  That  •  tww,'  to. ;" 
A.  131,  M.  163;  M.  41 ;  Bill  pat  OS  iataSx 
months  Mtir  14 

Land  Debenturea  Bill 

{Mr.  Ayrton,  Mr.  CtBiM) 
c.  Bill  ordered  •  Feb  18 

Read  V  Feb  14  rfliU  18] 

Read  3«  •  Feb  15 ;  and  eommlttod  to  the  Soleet 

Committee  on  Mortgage  Debntoreo  Nil 
And.  on  Feb  17,  ComnTtteo  n<nBiBated  (see 

MartgoM  DOmimM  mUS. 
R^ort^  MoBf  30  [BUI  79] 

Land  Debentures  (Ireland)  BOl 

{Mr.  SeuUy,  Sir  Colman  0'Loghlm,i6'.  FoOari- 
Vrquhart) 

c.  BiU  ordered  ;  read  l"*  Feb  10        [BiU  9] 
Bead  So  *      15  :  and  committed  to  the  S^ect 

Committee  on  Mortgage  Debentures  BUI 
And.  on  Feb  17.  Committee  nomlnatod  (eeo 

Mortgage  Debenturet  BiU). 
Beport  *  Mar  SO  [BUt  80] 

Law  of  Eridenoe,  Ac,  BUI 

{Sir  FUtRoy  Kelly,  Mr.  Maeatday,  3fr.  MhMaium) 
«.  Bill  ordered:  after  debate,  read  l^/Vft  14,357 
Bead  S"  after  debate  Mar  1, 989     [BUt  30] 

Lawson,  Mr,  W.,  CarliiU 
Army  Estimates— Teomantr,  Amandt.  1981, 

1983 

Lioeofllng  Laws,  1116 

Liverpool  Lioensing,  2R.  Ameodt.  643 

Sa&on  UUl  Murder,  209 

LiTAKD,  Mr.  A.  H.  (Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs),  Southwark 
Agency  Money— Consul  General  at  St.  Peten- 

burg,  234 
BraiU  and  Qrnguay,  138,  608 
British  Embassy  at  Washington,  818 
British  Passports  to  Rome,  450 
China— British  Subjects  In  the  Chinese  S«N 
vice,  387 

Confederate  State  Cruisers,  1040;  — Caae  til 
Captain  Beale,  1080 British  Pioparty  In 
the,  1983 

Dnohies  of  Sohleawig  and  HoIstrfS;  MO. 
New  Cross  Roads.  8B.  49t  T^CTOQie 
SlaTO  Trade,  846  ^ 

\fi9Ht. 
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LID 


LOW 


Latabd,  Mr.  A.  H.  will. 
TuM  in  Esn^Ci  958 

Tnd*  with  For^  Natiou*  Salmi  0«ntnJttee 

on,  1878 

UBit«d  States— Th«  BMiprod^  TiwtljtPapen 
moved  for.  411; — Otumi  tor  oompMUation, 
187S.  1878 

LuTHiH,  Ifr.  E.  A.,  Sttdd«r»field 
Cotnta  of  Jnrtiee  Conoentration  (Site),  Inrtnio- 
tioo  to  Comm.  MB 

LBrKVBK,  Mr.  Q.  J.  Shaw,  Reading 
ktmr  EsUnutM— DiMfflbodiwl  MiiitI*,  1979 
Commons  and  OpMk  SpMaSf  Cmuo.  mmd  for, 
010 

Confodonto  Steto  CraiMn,  1044 
Fulmtr  Cwmwrn.  Inetonro  of,  1110 

LxvBOT,  Mr.  A.,  DuhUn  UntPtrtiiff 
Clonpriest,  &o.  BeoeOoM  (Ireluid),  Return* 

moved  for,  347 
IreUnd— SUte  of,  Bm.  701 
Navy— Naval  Chaplains,  1036 
BaUwaj  Aoeidwits,  Bm.  1184 

iMoey  and  8uce4*tU>n  Duty 
^nesdon,  Mr.  LoiAo  King;  Antwor,  Tlio  Chan- 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer  FiA  10, 184  ;  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Locke  Kin; ;  Answer,  Tlie  Chan- 
eellor  of  tlte  Exolieqaer  FA  30,  447 

iMCMttr  Syuarf 
Qaeation,  Mr.  Dawwn ;  Aaawer,  Mr,  Cowper 

Mar  9, 1S68 

LnoHTov,  Sir  B.,  Shropshire,  8. 
PiiaoDS,  Lmtc,  310 

LsiTBnc,  Earl  of 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  S8 
lUioit  IMstiUatbm— The  Constebubu?,  377 ;-~ 

In  Clare  and  Donegal,  Return  moved  for, 

380,381 

Inland— (John  Darojr  and  Robert  Davidson), 
Papers  moved  for,  128;  —  Magistraojr  and 
Police  Force,  Papers  moved  for.  1S3,  138  ;— 
Arming  of  tiM  C<mstabnlary,  337 

Irvin,  Mr.  D'Aroy,  Papers  moved  for,  380 

LsaiiB,  Mr.  W.,  AhtrdcMthire 
Cattle,  Diseases  in.  1117 
Chin»— Taxation  at  Hong  Kong,  1119 
Roadi  (Sootland),  1993 

LxwiB,  Ur.  J.  H.,  MaryUhoiM 

Fires  at  Theatres,  Ao.  130 

Picoadillr  and  Parle  Una  New  Road,  3R.  093 

Regent's  Parli— Bridge  over  the  Caoal,  000 

IdM  BUI 

{Sir  C.  O^Loghlen,  Mr.  LongfiM,  Mr.  HenMtiy) 
e.BmordoMd;  read  l»fV6  31,001  [BiU88] 

Licmimg  Xmv,  Th» 
Qneetion,  Mr.  Lawson;  Aniwor,  Sir  Goorgo 
Orejr -Mar  e^lUe 


T.T«T^BT.T^  Hon.  6.  H.,  JV&HXmtMHN^  B, 
Armj  Estimtea— Mannfoetnrlng  D^artmwtts, 
1908 

River  Waters  Preteetioo,  SR.  1800 

Liverpool  Licmaing  Bill  {bjf  Orddr) 
e.  Moved,  "  That  the  BUt  be  now  read  3V'  613 
Amendt.  to  leave  ont  from  "  That,"  and  add 
"the  granting  of  Lioenses  for  the  sale  of 
intoxiMting  liquors  is  a  eobject  which  ought 
not  at  present  to  be  dealt  with  by  an/  ni- 
vato  BUI  "  (Mr,  Lawnm) 
After  debate,  Question  "  That  the  words.  *e." 
put,  and  n^tlved :  words  added ;  Main 
Qoestion,  as  amended,  agreed  to  FA  24 

Local  Oorenunent  Supplemental  Bill 

BioiHff,  Sir  George  Orey) 
c.  BiU  ordered ;  read  l" •  ifor  7  [BiUOS] 

Locke,  Mr.  J.,  Southwturh 

Church  Attendance  on  Snndar,  Leave,  948 
Commons  and  Open  Spaoea,  Comm.  moved  for* 
507 

Kew  Cross  Roads,  9R.  Amendt.  496 
Prisoners  in  Newgatv,  TMatment  of,  099, 1093, 

1034.  1036 
River  Waters  Proteotion,  2R.  1846 
Theatres,  Ac.  Leave,  1020 
Union  Chargeabilitj,  Leave,  484 
Westminiter  Bridge  (UotropoUi),  306 

LocomotiTeB  on  Boado  Bill 

{Mr.  EoOand,  Sir  E  Derk^,  Sir  J.  S<^) 
0.  BUI  ordered*  Mar  9 

Readl**if()rlO  [BiU  68] 

LoHQ,  Mr.  B.  P.,  ChippMham 
Address  in  Answer  to  Uie  Speech.  64,  70,  71 
Hedioal  OfBoen  of  Poor  Law  Unions,  980 

LoiTGFrELD,  Mr.B.,  Mallow 
Game  (Ireland),  9R.  1028 
Ireland— Patent  and  Close  Rolls,  1630 
Juries  in  Criming  Cases,  3R.  1734 

LoKOFOAD,  Earl  of 
Armr— Military  Ho^talf  at  Netl^  lod  Wool- 
wich, 1118 

Canada— Defooeet  of— Cdonel  Jervds*  Baporti 
438 

ConrU  of  JotlM  Sito,  410 ;  B«tami  mond 
for.  1018 

DeetitDta  Pow  <liBtropolis),  Betnms  moved 
for,  98 

Metropolitan  Sewago— Report  of  Select  Com- 
mittee, 636 

Poor  Relief  (MetropoUs)  Act  (1864),  Return 
moved  for,  303 

Lowe,  Bight  Hon.  R.,  Calne  ■ 
Canada^Deftnoea  of— Oolonal  SwnU  Beport* 

157S 

Edaeatton,  Comm.  moved  for,  869 

Felonjr  and  Misdemeanor  Evidenoa  and  Fiae- 

tioe,  3R.  079 
Irelaod-^tate  o£  B«s.  ^6 
Private  BOl  Costa,  SB.  070     >^  _  i 
Trade  with  Foreign  iSftiaam^^lmiitGim^ 

Mt  1861 
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HAL 


HBT 


LyitL,  Mr.  G.,  Tf^^^tfAovm 
UiDM  and  Timber,  Rating  of.  609 
MauritluB— MiliUrr  Defeoiw,  ITtf 
Poor  Law  Saontary,  Koa.  466 

Lrfloir,  Hon.  P.,  Woroedanhire,  W. 

OonrUorJnstiM  Conoantntioo  (Sita),Instnio- 

tion  to  Comm.  981 
Pnblio  OffloM  (Site  and  Approaohaa),  LaaTe, 

1306,  1307 

Union  of  BfluAoea  A«t  AnModmrnit,  Lsave, 
1460 

Ltitbiton,  lord 
Canada— Deftneaa  oF— Cokmel  Jarrcds*  RapMi, 
483 

EdneaUoD,  National,  1784 

LmoN,  Right  Hon.  ^  E.  G.  Bnlwer, 
nut,  Reaolation  (Sb-  FitxSos  E/eOv^),  1242 

Lttbdev,  Lord 

Britidi  Kaflhuia,  SR.  1089 
Canada— Deftnen  of— OiAnMl  Jerrois'  Rsport, 
416, 494.  440 


UioEtot,  Hr.      Maath  Co. 
Inland— Modical  Offioert  in  Unioni,  Bai.  1616 


HunxKB,  lb.  J.  F.,  IhingarvM 

Addren  In  Answer  to  the  Speaeb,  67, 71 
Belfiwt— RioU  tt,  404.  408 
Brasit  and  Unigav,  1S6,  668 ;— Hie  lUTsr 
PUte.  1371 

Gnenwioh  Union— Caaaa  of  Kaiy  Horiartjr 

and  otben,  696 
Ireland — Coart  of  Admiralty,  83  ; — Removal  of 

Paopen,  83 ;— 8tate  of,  Bm.  797, 798 
NafT— Mr.  Clare's  Fatenta,  449 
Union  Offieen  (Ireland)  Snpemnnnation,  2R. 

1908  /     r-  . 

MoMAHOir,  Hr.  P.,  JFezford  Co. 

BeUkst— RioU  at,  876 

Ireland— The  Brehon  Laws,  748 ,-— Stale  of. 

LawofETidenee,  9R.  943 
SanFisberioi.  748 


Main  Drainage  (MatropoUs) 
QneitioD,  VisoooDt  Enflrtd ;  Aaswer. 

THe  A6  18, 300 


Mr. 


Haiirs,  Ur.  B.,  WaUinoford 

Banic  Notes  Issne.  3R.  636 
Courts  of  Jnstioe  BnUdiog,  Loare,  190,  198; 
3R.997 

HixjcBSSDBT,  Earl  of 
Annj-Bamekt  (Inland),  1469 
Canada— Defenoes  of— C<dend  JwnS»'  Bmort, 
439 

Bfan,  Mai7— Case  of.  1661 


UiatSe$olution 

UoTod,  "  Tbatin  anrfalnre  nmistion  of  Indi- 
raet  Taxation,  this  Honse  ahoold  take  into 
eonsideration  the  Dotf  on  Halt,  with  a 
view  to  its  earlj  redaction  and  nltlmate 
repeal "  (Sir  FitMRoy  Kelly)  Mar  7,  1223 

Amendt.  proposed.  To  leave  out  from  "  That" 
to  the  end  of  Qaestion.  and  add  "oon- 
sldering  the  immanities  from  taxation  now 
enjoyed  hj  the  owners  and  oooapiers  of  land, 
they  are  not  entitled  to  anj  spe^l  oonsi- 
deration  on  aocoant  of  the  peeaniary  pres- 
snra  of  the  Malt  Tax;  and  that  if;  on 
other  gronnds,  that  Tax  should  be  reduced 
or  abolished,  oompensation  to  the  RoTenne 
ahoold  be  sought,  in  the  first  instance,  by 
withdrawing  from  landed  property  the  ad- 
Tantage  it  now  hat  onr  other  ^opeKy  in 
the  shape  of  total  exemption  frwn  Probate 
Duty  and  partial  exemption  from  Sueoessioo 
Bn^  and  Income  Tax  "  (Jfi-.  Neate),  1363 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words,  Ao 
after  long  debate,  Amendt.  withdrawn 

Original  Qoestion  again  proposed  ;  Wfaerenpon 
previous  Question  put.  "That  that  Question 
be  now  put"  {Mr.Boardeattle)  ;  A.  17I.  N. 
261 :  M.  80  ;  Dividon  Uit,  1298 

Malt  for  CaHU 
Question,  Mr.  Foiwiok ;  ADSwer.  Mr.  Hntt 

Feb  11,  821 

Uanmebs,  Eight  Hon.  Lord  J.  J.  R.,  Ln~ 
eaUrghir«,  N. 
InUnd— State  of.  Res.  827 

Harine  Hutisf  BiU 

(ifr.  Dodton,  Lord  Oarenoe  Pagtt,  Mr.  CkOden) 
e.  BiU  ordered  ;  read  I**  Mar  10 
BaadS**  J&a>90 

Marriagt  Law,  The 
Question,  Sir  Colnuut  CLogUen ;  Answer.  Sir 
George  Grey  FA  30, 447 

HazTied  Women's  Property  (Inlud) 
BUI 

(Jfr.  LongMd,  Sir  C.  <yLogklen,  Jfr.  Leadtr) 
c.  BiU  ordered ;  read  1°  •  Mar  8       [BUI  60] 

Massh.  Hr.  M.H..  Sdithwy 
British  Kaffraria,  Comm.  1097 
Colonial  Nanl  Defence,  Comm.  1838 
Commons  and  Open  S^oei,  Comm.  moved  tor, 
614 

New  Zealand— War  in,  1600 

Private  BUls,  Standing  Order  No.  7,  111 

MaMriUut,  7%e— Contribution  for  Military 
Dtftnee 

QoestioB,  Mr.  Lyall;  Answer.  Mr.  CardweU 
Mar  16, 1743 

DettituU  Poor,  Motion  for  Retnms  (LofH 

Meirepeliam  AKaigifiM^^CM^QUU 
Oox ;  lUply,  Sir  G«oi|«  Grey  Mar  17, 1900 
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HIT 


UOB 


Melropoli9—ooa%. 
Metropolitan  Sewage,  SMn*  of  the  8ete^  Com- 

mittee,  Obteirationa,  Tbe  Earl  of  Lcmgfiird  i 

dduite  tbereoD  Feb  Si.  6Se 
JWMl  AAmr,  QnaitioB,  Hr.  HuImit  ;  An- 

two-,  Mr.  C.  P.  Villton  Jfitr  90,  1930 
Sfwage   of  Ihe  MetnwoUt,    Qneition,  Mr. 

Blak« :  Asiwer,  Hr.  Tito  Mtr  10, 1470 
WetUmtuter  Bridge,  QMttion,  Mr.  Loeko; 

Aimnr,  Ux.  Cowpor  Feb  18,  308 

Ketropolitan  Hoiueleu  Poor  ffill 

(ifr.  C.  P,  VUUtn,  naoomt  AyisU) 
cBUlonlmd:  nadl"«  JfiD>SO  [BiU83] 

Ketropolitan  Kain  Drainage  [Gnanuitee 
Hi  BepaTment  oS  Koney]  Bill 

(Mr.  Dodeon,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  EMhequer, 
Mr.  Peel) 

c  RaioInUoD  in  CMnmittoo  Jfor  13, 1614 
BUI  ordered :  md      MarU      [BUI  78] 

Maris 
Committee  * ;  Report  Mar  16 
Read  S^*  Mar  17 
L  Read  M  •  Jfiir  SO  (The  Lord  StatUew  of 
AlderUy)  (No.  40} 

MttfTopolitm  Sewage  and  Xktex  Ssdama- 

tion  Bill  {hy  Order) 
e.Mond,  "That  tbe  Bill  be  read  3*"  (Sir 
WaUam  RtuteU)  Feb  38,  833 
Amendt.  to  leave  ont  "  now,"  and  add  "  apon 

thie  dajr  dx  weeks  "  (Mr.  Crawford) 
(^aeatioo  propowd,  "  Tbat  *  new/  Ae. after 

debate,  Ameodt.  wittidrawn 
Bill  read  3°,  and  eomnitted  to  a  Sdert  Com* 
mittee  ;  InitraetiOD  to  tbe  Committee  {Mr. 
AyrtoTi),  840 
Select  Committee  nominated  Mar  9;  The 
Jadp  AdTocate  added  Mar  13 

MetrepoUtan  Seteage,  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee 

Obaervatione,  Tbe  Eari  of  Longford  Feb  34, 
030  ;  Bxidanatiea,  The  Eari  itf  Eaiex 

Feb  87,  730 

Ketropolitan  ToU-Bridgei  BiU 

( Jfr.  Atdermait  Salomeite,  Mr.  Leeke,  Jfr. Jbatfm) 
«.  Bin  ordered ;  nad  1-  •  Jfia*  1        [BUI  47] 

}£iLB8,  Sir  "W.,  Somerietehire,  E. 
Golooial  Naval  Defence,  Leave,  1089 
Nav7  Eitimatei— Men  and  B^i,  1300 

"SAu^LEB^  Hr.  T.  J.i  Colchester 
India— Kirwee  Friie  Mom?.  388 
PieeadUlf  and  Park  Lmm  New  Road,  SR.  594 

Mills,  Ifr.  A.,  Taunton 

Britiah  Kaifraria,  387  ;  Comm.  109S,  1008 ; 

el.  17, 1099 
New  Zealand— War  in,  380.  300.  1481,  1747 
Private  Bill  Coata,  SR.  870 
Private  BUlt— Cbairman'i  Caating  Vote,  443 


MiTTOBD,  Mr.  W.  T.,  Mi^wtt 

Lanoaahlre  and  Toriuhira  and  Qroat  Ewteni 

JnnoUoQ  Kailwaj,  SR.  1085 
Poor  Uw,  1115 

MoFFATT,  Mr.  Q.f  SmiUm 
Bankmptej  Act,  Seleot  Committee  moved  for, 
180 

MbtuuUc  and  Chnvmtml  ^taHitkmsnU 

Amendt.  on  Committee  of  Snpplj  Mar  3,  to 
leave  out  ftom  "  Tbat"  to  end  of  QnesUon, 
and  add  "  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  inqaire  into  the  exiatenoe,  oharaeter,  and 
inoreaae  of  Honastio  or  Conventoal  Sooiv- 
tiea  or  Eetabliahmenta  in  Great  Britain" 
{Mr.  Itewdegaie),  1045 

QoeetloD  propwed,  "  That  the  wwdi,  *e. 
after  long  debate,  Qneation  pot ;  A.  108, 
N.  79 :  H.  37 ;  DiTUtoD  lU,  Ayes  and 
N«ei,  1088 

MovoBEiFP,  Bight  H(m.  J.,  ue  Adtocatk, 

The  Lord 

MonsELL,  Bight  Hon.  W.,  Limeriek  Co. 

Army  Eatimatea  — Clothing  EitaUishmente, 

1074 

Gans  for  Coast  Defenoes,  1984 
Ireland— State  of.  Res.  703 

MoNTAQU,  Lord  B.,  SvnUingdomhire 
Cheltenham  and  Qlooeestmhire  Water,  SR. 

Amendt.  480 
Metropolitan  Sewage  and  Essex  ReeUmation, 

SR.  841 
Navj  Aceoonts,  dw.  501 
Publie  Aceonnts,  Committee  of,  830 
River  Waters  Protection,  Leave,  137:  SR. 

1300,  1333,  1857 
Sewage  Ulilixation,  Leave,  137:  8R.  1880 

MoiTTROBE,  Duke  of 

Bankmpto;  and   Iniolvenor  (Ireland),  SR. 

1333 

Edmunds,  Leonard— Resignation  (rf,  Cunm. 
moved  for,  1317 

MooK,  Hr.  H.,  SrightoH 
TransportaUon  to  Aostralia,  137 

HoRBiTT,  Hr.  W.  J,  S.,  Yoi'lahire,  I^.R. 
Armr— SentoDoes  of  Oonrts  Martial,  1043 
Malt,  Res.  1360 

Mortgage  BehentnreB  Bill 

(Lord  Naa$,  Colonel  OrevilU) 
0.  BiU  ordered  ;  read  1**  FebS  (BUI  1] 

Bead  3°,  after  long  debate,  and  eomnttted 

to  a  Seleot  Committee  Feb  15, 363 
On  Feb  17,  Committee  nominated  as  foUowa : — 
Lord  Naaa,  Lord  Stanley,  Mr.  Ayrton,  Mr. 
SenUy,  Mr.  Walpole,  Mr.  Goaoben,  Mr. 
George  GrenfeU  Glyn,  Sir  James  Elphin- 
atone,  Mr.  Uodgkinaon,  Sir  Colman  O'Lovh- 
len,  Mr.  Howes,  Mr.  Wentworth  Beaummk 
Mr.  Peel,  and  Tb»  Judge  Adrooate 

icont. 


MOE         WAV  {  I  N  »  B  X  J  NAV  NEW 


Mnlffope  DOmtmr^t  BiO-'-^mi. 

And,  OD  Feb  SO,  Ur.  Hnnt  added;  Feb  21. 
Mr.  LoogflM  and  Ur.  Polla«d.lIrqiibart 
added 

Report*  ifiirH  [BUIb  73. 125] 

iritiriiiiyi  Corporatuma  (Ireland}  Act 
AmendBuufe  Bill 

ftBiUmdend;  nadi«iftr7,1801  [BUIM] 

KutliirBUl 

(Jfr.  /TMlKtt,  77^  Mar^t  of  ffartitigton,  The 
Lord  Advoeaie) 

0.  BUI  onlered :  lewl  l"  ■  ilitr  17 

^AA8,  Riglit  Hon.  Lord,  CoeJcmnciUh 
Irelutd— ArterUl  Draina^.  84 
Mortgage  Dabentnrei,  Sa.  S6S 

JKiey,  Ths 

Armaments  ofShipi,  Amendt.  od  ComBHteeot 
Snpfdj  Mar  2.  to  leave  oat  from  That" 
to  end  oFQaettion,  and  add  "  a  Seleet  Gom- 
mittee  be  appomted  to  inquire  whether 
Her  Majea^  I  Sblpt  are  at  prennt  anned 
in  a  maoner  snited  to  the  oeeettittee  and 
requirements  of  modern  warfiire"  {Mr. 
Hemy  B<tUli»\  962 

QoeatioD  proposed,  "That  the  words, 
Ae. ;"  after  Img  debate,  Qnestion  put,  A.  57, 
N.2S:  M.3ff 

AecowiU§,  S^c,  Question,  Lord  Robert  Mon- 
tagu ;  Answer,  Mr.  Peel  Feb  21,  £01 

Armour-Plated  Ship$  in  ttte  Channel  Fleet, 
Question,  Sir  James  Elphinstone  ;  Answer, 
Lord  Clarenoe  Paset  Feb  10,  110 

Captain  Colet'  Ct^pma,  Question,  Mr.  Damer  ; 
Annrar,  Lord  C.  Paget  Mar  14, 1661 

Chaplain  General  of  the,  Ofaserrationa,  Sir 
Harry  Vemey,  1003;  Reply,  Mr.  Childere 
M€tr  3,  1017 

Chaplaint  tn  Hie,  Question,  Mr.  Lefroy ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  Cbilders  Mar  13, 1636 

Com$  Trinity  Piloti,  Question,  Mr.  Clifford  ; 
Answer,  Lord  C.  Paget  F«A  98,  600 

Devonporl  Doekgard  —  Paymeni  for  Extra 
Time,  Question,  Mr.  Ferrand ;  Answer, 
Lord  G.  Paget  MarM,  1738 

Dockyard  Accounts,  Obeenrations,  Mr.  Seely, 
1010  ;  Reply,  Mr.  Childera  Mar  3,  1017 

Dockyard  Ejependiture,  Question,  Mr.  Laird  ; 
Answer,  Lord  G.  Paget  JMor  6, 1110 

Dockyard  Superannuation,  Quution,  Sir  Ar- 
thur Boiler;  Answer,  Lord  C.  Paget  F^  90, 
453 

Doekyardt,  Wage$  in,  Obsemtiona,  Mr.  Fer- 
rand ;  Reply,  Mr.  ChUders  Mar  6, 1 136 

E»Umale$,  Queation,  Sir  John  Pakington ; 
Answer,  Lord  C.  pMot  FA  37*  750 

<•  OakUea,"Rwmiur€d  Ltt»  of  Me,  QneaUon,  Sir 
John  Pakington  ;  Answer,  Lord  C.  Paget 
jrar3,S61 

Oremmiek  Beepital,  Qaaation,  Sir  Morton 
Peto;  Answer,  Mr.  Childers  JUar  SO,  1933 

Maetert  and  Siai  Comumandert,  Qoestion, 
Sir  Lawrenoe  Puk ;  Annrar,  I<ord  0.  Paget 
Mar  2,  059 

PoiUmovA  Dodamrdt  Qnoatkn,  Hr.  Uirdj 
Anewer.Lord  0.  Paget  ifare,  1117 

ievM. 


Natty— wA. 

"  Royal  Soveroign^"  Sepairt  of  the,  ^a.  Qaet- 
tion.  Sir  James  ElpUnatona  ;  Answer,  Lord 
C.  Paget  Feb  21.  501  ;  Question.  Ur.  Lurd; 
Answer,  Lord  C.  Paget  Mar  3,  961 

Sayei^e  Lifeboat,  Question,  Sir  John  Haj ; 
Answw,  Lord  C.  Paget  FA  84, 659 

"  Wreck  MMraet,"  Question,  Mr.  Bentindc ; 
Answer,  Mr.  MUner  6ibK»  Mar  14»  IMt 

NsATB,  Hr.  C,  Oxford  Cfity 

Cheltenham  and  GlonoestersMre  Water,  2R.  491 
Church  Attendance  on  Sunday,  Leave,  948 
India — Nawi^  of  the  Oamatto — Aseem  Jah, 

Comm.  moved  for,  1696 
Ireland— Medical  Officers  in  UniouB,  Res.  15S3 
Malt,  Rei.  Amendt.  1S5S,  1308 
Monastie    and   Conrentoal  Establklasanta, 

Comm.  moved  for,  10A9 
Prisons.  Leave,  320 
Wakefield  Gaol,  10S7 

JVmt  Cross  Hoods  BiU  {by  Order) 
e.  Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  read  2^  upon  tfail 
day  fortnight" (Jfi-..iltwer*l«in),  496 
Amendt.  to  leave  out  "fortni^"  and  iniirt 
«ux  montio"  (Mr.  Lodte);  after  debate. 
Question,  "  That  the  word  •  fortnight'  stand 
part  of  Uie  Question,"  negatived;  Bill  pat 
off  for  six  months  FA  21 

Nkwdeoatb,  Mr.  C.  N.,-  WarwitMiMrtf  JV, 
Army  Estimates  —  Mwmfaetnring  Dmart' 

menu,  1994,  1997 
Belbst— Biota  at,  407,  408 
Fiaooe— GemmeroU  ^eaty  wiUi,  1755 
Liverpool  Lioensing.  3R.  650 
Monastic   and    Conventual  EstabliibMsnte, 

Comm.  moved  for,  1045,  1080;  Enlan^ 

tion,  1638,  1648 
Poor  Law  Secretary,  Res.  468 
QaaliAcation  fbr  OOoaa  AboUtkn,  9B.  310 

NewgaUt  Dreatntont  of  Prisoners  in 
Question,  Mr.  Locke ;  Answer,  Sir  Geoif* 
Orey,  FA  S8, 599 ;  ObaervatiMU.  Mr.  Look*; 
Ra^.  ^  Geofge  Qray  Mar  3, 1033 

Xew  lUmitrs  Sworn 
FA  7*   Lord  Gonrtenay,  Exeter 

Lord  Augustus  Henry  Charles  Hervey, 
StO'edt  Cottnty  (  Western  Division} 
WUlfam  Davenport  Broml^,  esq., 
Wanaiek  CotaOy  {Northern  Divi- 
aion) 

William  Morris,  esq.,  Carmarthen 

Borovj^ 

Hon .  George  WaMegmn-LoiUi^  Batt- 
ings 

FA  9.   Hon.  George  Frederic  B^l^  BuU 

County 

FA  16.   John  Cbeetham,  esq.,  SoUord 
FAi\.  Frederick    Bfartin  WUliami,  eeq., 
Trmro 

FA  34.   Henry  William  SehneUer,  aeq.,  La»- 

cotter  Borou^ 
FA^I.   NichoUs  Daniel  Mnr^y,  osq.,  Cork 

City 

Mar  6.   Charles    Moore,    esq.,  S^pptrary 


NEW       NOB       (SESSION,   1865  )       NOT  FAG 

i7>. 


Ntw  Write  during  the  Rteat 
Fwr  IIutiDgs,  V.  Lord  Umtj  Vum,  dow  Dnke 

ofClevelaDd 
For  Citrnwrtben  Boroagh,  v.  David  Morrii^«iq.i 

deomiad 

For  Snflblk  Coanty  (WMtera  IXvisioti^  «.  Earl 

Jennya,  now  Marqueu  of  Briatol 
For  Warwiok  County  (Northern  Divwon),  V, 

Riobard  Spooner,  esq.,  deceased 
For  Sate  Coontf ,  v.  David  Hure,  eaq^  one  of 

tba  Jndni  of  the  Coort  of  Seuion  in  Siot- 

luid 


Neto  Write  ietwd 

Ftbl—For  Tralee,  v.  Rigbc  Hon.  Tboauu 

(VHagan,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of 

ComiDOn  Pleaa  in  Ireland 
Feb  7 — For  Cork  City,  w.  Franois  Lyons,  eeq., 

Steward  of  Hempholme 
Fa>  n—Fnr  SaUbrd*  v.  Right  Hon.  William 

Kathaoiel  Massey,  Member  of  the  CooneU  of 

India 

JVi  7 — For  Trtiro,  v.  Montagne  Edward  Smith, 
esq.,  one  of  the  Judgea  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas 

F«fi  13— for  Tipperary  CooDty  v.  The  O'Do* 

noghuo,  Chiltem  Hundredi 
Feb  U— For  Lancaster  Borongh,  v.  Samuel 

Gregson,  esq.,  deceased 
Mar  H—For  Wilts  (Northern  Division),  v.  The 

Right  Hon.  Sottoa  SotlieroQ  £«toourt,  Manor 

ofNorthstoad 


Tfew  Zealand.  The  War  in 

Question,  Mr.  Arthur  Mills ;  Answer,  Mr.  Card- 
well  Feb  16, 289  :— Observations,  Mr.  Arthur 
Mills ;  Ions  debate  thereon  ;  Reply  of  Mr. 
CardwdliUar  10, 1481  ■.— Qneatim,  Sir  John 
Trdawny ;  Aiuwer,  Mr.  Cardwell  Mar  18, 
1743 

Night  Refugee  {Metropolit) 

Question,  Mr.  Uanbory ;  Answer,  Mr.  7iUien 
Mar  30, 1930 

NoRBis,  Ur.  J.  T.,  Abingdon 

Metropolitan  Sewage  and  Essex  Reclamation, 
3R.  840 

Prisons,  Leave,  319 ;  3R.  1303 

NoBTH,  Colonel  J,  S.,  Oxfordehire 

Army  Estimates— Und  Forces,  1791.  1793, 

1830 ;— Pay  and  Allowances,  1833 ;  Ameodt. 

1055, 1971 Disembodied  Militia,  1970;— 

Enrolled  Pensioners,  1984 
Army — Recruiting,  Commission  moved  for,  538 
Commons  and  Open  Spaces,  Comm.  moved  Sot, 

500 

lofheUons  Patients  in  Workbonass,  1538 


NoBTHCOTE,  Sir  8.  H.,  Stamford 
Army  Estimates — Land  Forces,  1788 
Army— The  War  Offloe,  1830 
Irvland— State  of.  Res.  807 
Navy  Estimates— Hen  and  Boys,  1103 
Trade  with  Foreign  Nations,  Select  Committee 
on,  1883 

VOL.  CLXXTII.   [thibd  scbibs-I 


NoHeee  of  Motion  and  Order*  of  the  Da]/ 
Question,  Lord  Robert  Cecil ;  Ajiswer,  Mr. 
Speaker  Feb  17,  823 

CBxTBir,  Sir  P.,  XMg'e  €h. 

Belbst— Riots  at,  400 
Ireland— State  of.  Res.  089 

0*CovoB  Don,  The*  Boteommon  Co. 
IreUDd— SUte  of.  Res.  Acfj.  moved,  788 

ODoxoaHUE,  The,  T^perarsf 
C<mventnal  BttaUishmenta,  1849 

0*LooHLBN,  Sir  C,  Glare  Co. 
Juries  in  Criminal  Cbms,  SR.  1717 
Ubel,  Leave,  561 
Marriage  Law,  447 

Open  Spacee  {MetropoUe) — See  Commne 
and  Open  Space* 

0'Rkiu.y,  Mr.  M.  "W.,  Longford  Co. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Spesoh.  Report,  88 
Army  Estimates  —  Land  Forces,  1805  ; — Pay 

and  Allowances,  1957,  1969 
Army — Recruiting,  Commission  moved  for,  515, 

534 ;  —  bish  at  Roman  Catholie  ReornitSj 

1739 

Election  Petitions  Act  (1848)  Amendment, 
Comm.  633 

Ireland — Belfast  Commission  of  Inquiry,  110  ; 
—Riots  at  Bel&st,  320,300  ;— State  of.  Res. 
777:— Poor  Law  Board,  1661 

Outlawries  Bill 

Bill  "  for  the  more  e^tual  preventing  CUnde*< 
tine  Outlawries,"  read  1°  •  J'eft  7 

Packs,  Colonel  0.  H.,  LineolnehMref  8. 
BaUways,  387 

Packs,  Mr.  C.  "W.,  Zeieetterehire,  8. 
Liverpool  Lioensing,  SR.  654 
Public  Offloes  (Site  «id  Ap|woaobes),  Leave, 
Adj.  moved,  1308 

PAeTT,  Yice-Admiral  Lord  C.  £.  (Secretary 
of  the  Admiralty),  Sandmek 
Cowes  Trinity  FUots,  600 
Ireland— Royal  Dock  in  Cork  Harbour,  116 
Navy  Armaments,  Comm.  moved  tor,  tOOl 
Navy  —  Armour-phited  Ships  in  the  Channel 
Fleet,  140;— Mr.  Clare's  Patents,  440  ;— 
Superannuation  in  the  Dockyards,  452 
Repairs  of  the  "  Royal  Sovereign,"  Ac.  501, 
981  ;—  Captain  Sayer's  Life  Boat,  659  ;— 
Masters  and  Staff  Commanders.  950  ;  — 
Rumonred  Loss  of  the  "  Galatea,"  962 
Portsmouth  Dockyard,  1117  ;  —  Dockyard 
Expenditure,  1120; — Captain  Coles'  Cupola. 
1662  ; — Devonport  Dockyard — Payment  for 
Extra  Tims,  1739 
Navy  Estimates,  750  ;— Men  and  Boys,  1146, 
1155,  1156,  1163,  1163,  1172,  1173.  1192, 
1301,  1403.  H03.  1404,  1405,  1406,  1408, 
1410,  1411,  1414,  1417,  1440y^l,  1453, 
1453.  1154,  1458     Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 

8  Y  ^ 


PAK  PAR  { I  N  D  B  X  ]         FAB  FEB 

177. 


pAKiirsToK,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  X,  Droitwieh 

EdnutioD— Reriwd  Code  of  RegalaUons,  337 ; 

— Comm.  mored  Tor.  847,  934 
NaV7  Eatimates,  760;  — Men  and  Boja,  1166, 

1163,  1171,  1173,  1403,  1405,  1406,  1410, 

1411,  1448,  1453 
NitTj— Ramoared  loss  of  the  "  Galatea,"  961 

Pale,  Sir  L.,  Dtvoruhirt,  8. 
Edoeation,  Comm.  mored  for,  887 
N«T7 — Maalera  and  Staff  Commanders,  95 

Falheb,  Sir  B.,  tee  AiroiarEr  Gbnbbal 
The 

Palmbbston,  Bight  Hod.  Yiscoant  (First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury),  Tiverton 
Army  Eithnatea — Pay  ud  AUowuioe>,  18SS, 
3000 

Bel&st— RioU  at,  804 

BrasU  and  Umgoa;— The  River  Plate,  1873 
Brazil — Diplomatic  Relatione  with,  1369 
Canada  and  the  United  States,  Papers  raoTed 

for,  148  ; — Defences  of — Colonel  Jerrois' 

Report,  1633 
Courts  of  Jnstice  Concentration  (Site),  Instrao- 

tioQ  to  Comm.  937, 938 
Egypt— The  Saei  Canal,  1044,  1760 
GregsoD,  Mr.,  The  late,  286 
Ireland— SUte  of.  Res.  727,  821,  837 
Navy  Estimates — Men  and  B071,  1301,  1456 
Poland— Afbirs  of,  Res.  1843 
Poor  Law  Board,  337 ;— Secretary  to  the,  Res. 

467 

Pnblie  OSeet  (Site  and  ApproaebeiX  Leare, 
1800,1308 


yatlfanunt.  ^ertin^  at  the 

Pjuuimm  Orino  bt  CoimiMioir  jPe&  7 

8^  ftotta  ContrntHtonns'  JSpeecb 

LORDS— 

Address  to  Her  Majesty  on  the  Lords*  Com- 
missioners' Speech— An  bumble  Addbibs  to 
Hkb  Muutt  moved  by  The  Earl  of  Ca±&L*- 
uont  (the  Motion  bung  aeeonded  bv  The 
Lord  UoooBtoir)  and,  after  long  debate, 
agreed  to  Feb  7,1 

Bib  Mukstt's  Akswbb  to  td  Addbbss 
reportod  Feb  10, 138 

COMMONS— 

TBI  Lords  CoiniiMtoiisBs'  Spmbch  reported  ; 
Resolution  for  an  bumble  Addbkss  thereon 
moved  by  Sir  Hfduxtrth  WiUxamion  (the 
Motion  being  seconded  by  Mr.  Hanbury 
Tracy)  F«6  7,  40  ;  after  long  debate,  Motion 
agreed  to 

Rercrt  of  Address  bronght  np,  and  read  i  Ad- 
dress read  3^  F«&  8,  85 

Ameodt.  proposed.  In  paragraph  11,  to  leare 
oat  the  words  "  and  that  Ireland  daring  the 
past  year  has  had  its  share  ia  the  adranUges 
of  a ^ood  Harrest,  with  a  gradual  extension 
of  Trade  and  Manafiuitarers,"  in  order  to 
insert  tbe  words  "  we  regret  that  the  general 
condition  of  Ireland  oanBOt  be  regarted  as  , 
prosperous  or  satisfiutot/,  and  tMt  molti- 
tndes  of  tbe  inbabitants  cmtione  to  emigrate 
to  foreign  countries  throng  the  want  of  re- 


Pabuhuht — ConuRM*— oont. 

maneratiTe  emidoyment  afc  home"  (Mr. 
SeiMy)  I  after  debate,  Qnestum  pot,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  left  ont  stand  part 
of  tbe  said  Addross  :"  A.  67.  N.  13 ;  M.  55  ; 
after  further  debate.  Address  agreed  to 
Hkb  Ma/mtt'b  AnwBB  to  tkb  Aodbbm 
repoitod  Fei  10, 105 

ParliammU,  The  New  Sotue*  of 
Eictennon  of  New  Palaee  Yard,  Qnestiont  Sir 
John  Shellej ;  Answer,  Mr.  Cowper  Feb  tl, 
498 


Partnership  Amendment  Bill 

(Mr,  Dodion,  Mr.  MUner  Cfibeon,  i(r.  Btttt) 
e,  ResolatiMi  in  Committee  Mar  6, 1303 
BiU  orderad ;  read  I"*  Jliir  8       [Bill  53] 

Patent  Lam 
Question,  Mr.  Hibbert :  Answer,  Tbe  Attomef 
Geneial  Mar  10, 1470 

Patent  Office,  Alleged  irregvlaritiee  in  the 
Question,  Lord  Stainley  ;  Answer,  Tbe  Attorney 

General  JbTar  6,  1 130 
Mr.  Edaainde,  Question.  Mr.  HodgUnson ; 
Answer,  Sir  George  Gre7  Mar  30.  1031 
See  Edmnndt,  Lemard,  Etq. 


Patent  Rights — Shepard^i,  Wright's  and 
Spencer's  Patents  Bills 
Observations,- Lord  Redesdale  Feb  34,  635 


Pattbw,  Colonel  J.  "W.,  Lancashire,  iV. 
Private  Bills  —  Standing  Order  No.  7,  106, 
113  ;— Printing  Petitions,  114 ;  Res.  386  ;— 
Oh^rman's  Casting  Vote.  441,  448 

PXAOOCER,  3Cr.  a.  M.  W.,  Maldon 
Canada — Diamicsal  of  Judge  Coureol,  137 
Commons  and  Open  Spaces,  Comm.  moved  for, 

510 

Confederate  States— Case  of  Captain  Beale, 

1536 

Gnns  for  Coast  Defences.  1037, 1038.  1980 
IreUnd— Stete  of,  Res.  818 
Navy  Armaments,  Comm.  moved  for,  999, 
1003 

Private  Bills— Chairman's  Casting  Vote,  445 
United  SUtes— The  Reoiprodtr  TrMtf,  Pa- 
pers  moved  for,  414 

Pease,  Ur.  H.,  Durham,  8. 
Pnblio  Offloet  (Site  and  Approaohw),  Leave, 

1303 

Feel,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  B.  (Chief  Secretaiy 
for  Ireland)  Tamworth 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  70,  71 ; 

Report,  88,  00 
Belbst — Commission  of  Inquiry  at,  110; — 
RioU  at,  817,  353,  304,  805, 806, 860,  867, 
368,  869,871.880 
Clonptiest,  tos.  BeneAees  (Inland),  Ratami 
moved  for.3i4  Digitized  by  UOOQIC 


PBB       FIC        (SBSSION,  1865) 


PIL  POO 


Vnh,  Rt.  Hod.  Sir  K.—«mU 

OoDiUbalarr  (Ireland)  Clothing,  S06 
CourU  of  Commoti  Law  (Ireland),  817 
Game  Lioenoes  (Ireland),  Leare,  334 
Ireland  —  Court  of  Admiralty.  83  Arterial 
Drainage,  84;— TiUes  to  Und,  1S9 
Grand  Juriee,  307  ;— State  of.  Kn.  708 
Stip«kdiarjMi|^atat— Mr.Ffreneh,  1476 ; 
— Poor  Law  Board,  1661 ;— Adminiitration 
of  the  Law.  1740.  1741, 1826,  1828  :— The 
ConitabiUarjr  and  the  Game  Lioenoei,  1934 
Municipal  Corporationa  (Ireland)  Act  Amend- 
ment. Leare,  1301 
Union  Offloere  (Ireland)  Snperannnation,  SR. 
1«07,  1908 

Pbbl,  Right  Hon.  Lt.-Gen.  J.,  Huntingdon 
Anny  Eatimatet— Land  Foroee,  1782  Dis- 
smbodied  HUitia,  1979 :  — Enrolled  Fen- 
■ionem.  1983 Bfana&otaringDepaimenta. 
1993 

HavT  Annamentl,  Comm.  moved  for,  092 
PiooadiUr  and  Park  Lane  New  Road,  3R.  fi93 
Prif  ate  Billt— Printing  PetitioM,  Ree.  Amendt. 

383 

Pkel,  Right  Hon.  F.  (Joint  Secretary  to 
the  Treasuir),  Bury 

Britiih  and  North  AnMrieao  Steam  Ship  Com- 
pany, 1868 

Civil  Service  Eitimates,  1906 

F aimer  Common,  Incloanre  of,  II17 

Government  Annoities,  958 

Ireland— MaU  Service,  204 ;— Publication  of 
Iriih  Reoordi.  288 ;— The  River  Shannon, 
860;— The  Brehon  Lawe,  748;—  Medical 
Officers  in  Unione,  Res.  16S8  >-Fateut  and 
CloBe  RolU,  1880 

Man,  Isle  <tf.  Disafforettation  (CompeniRtion), 
Comm.  1407 

Navv,  Aoooonts,  Ac.  JI02 

Suppl7— Redemption  of  the  Scheldt  ToU,  1456 

Union  Medical  OfBeeri  (Ireland),  820 

West  IndU  and  Paoiflo  Steam  Ship  Oompanr*! 
MaU  CoDtraot,  1921 

Perth  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill 

(ifr.  Baring,  Sir  Oeorge  Orey) 
c.  BUI  ordered  ;  read  1«  *  ifor  8       [BUI  61] 
Read  2°  •  Mar  IS 
Oommittee*  ;  Report  Mar  U 
ReadS"*  JIar  16 
I.  Read  \**(Th«  Lord  Privy  S«al)  Mar  17 

(No.  88) 

Pbto,  Sir  S.  M.,  Fimhury 

Army  Eitimate*— MannfiutluiDg  Departments, 

1986,  1987,  3000 
Navr  EiOmatet— Men  maA  Bojri,  Mj.  moved, 

ISOl, 1378 
Vnj—QrmML  Hwpttal,  IBM 

Pieeadilfy  and  Park  Lane  Iftw  Boad  BiU 
(iy  Order) 

c.  Hond,  That  the  BUI  be  now  read  3«,"  589  ; 
Amendt.  to  leave  oat  **  now,"  and  add  "  apon 
this  day  rfx  months"  (Sir  /.  Ferffutnm); 
Question  proposed, "  That '  now '  *e. ;"  after 
debate,  Amenilt.  withdrawn:  Bill  read  2* 
Ffbn 


Pilotage  Order  Conflrmatlott  BiU 

(Ifr.  MfOner  01b$<m,  Mr.  AtH) 

e.  Resolution  in  Committee 
BiU  ordered  ;  read  1-  •  Feb  17       [BUI  28] 
Read  3»*  F«b  80  j  oomn^tted  to  a  Seleot 
Committee 

Report  •  Jfor  20  [BUI  18] 

Platet  17u  River 
See  Unurit  and  Urugwy 


Poland 

Amendt.  on  Committee  of  Snpply  Mar  17,  To 
leave  out  from  "  That"  to  ond  of  Question, 
and  add  "  Whereas  the  Russian  Government 
shows  its  determination  to  set  at  nought  the 
engagements  it  contracted  la  1815  respeoUng 
PtSand  1  . 
"  Whereas  the  respect  of  those  en»gemenli 
was  the  ooodition  on  which  the  Powers  of 
Europe  oonsented  to  reoognise  as  lawful  the 
possession  by  the  Russian  Tsar  of  the  greatest 
part  of  anoient  Poland  : 
■■  This  nouse  canned  any  longer  abstain  from 
proclaiming  that  the  violation  of  those  en- 
gagemenU  implies  the  foriettore  by  the  Tsar 
of  aU  right  to  sueh  dominion,  and  also  of  all 
right  to  any  fhrtber  payment  by  this  country 
<^ the  annual  sum  oonoeded  to  Rossia  under 
the  name  of  Russo-Dutoh  Loan,  that  payment 
having  been,  in  1815,  aodertaken  to  be  paid 
during  the  space  of  one  hundred  years  in 
ooDsi&tation  of  Rus«a  &ithfuUy  oo-operatiog 
io  the  muntesanoo  of  the  itipolations  of  the 
same  Tiwly  of  1816  "JMr.  Awuisif),  1831 
QtMrtkm  proposed,  "  That  the  words.  Ao. ; 
after  debate,  Amendt  withdrawn 

PoLLAEij-TJjittDHAJiT.Mr.  W.,  WettmeatkVo, 
Array  Estimates— Land  Foroes,  17»7  P»f 

and  Allowaooes,  1964 
Inland— SUte  of.  Ree.  798 
Union  Ofloen  (Ireland)  Sopmnnnation,  SB. 

1907 

Poor  Law 
Jnfeetioui  PaHente  in  Warkkeiaet,  Question 
Cobnel  North;  Answer,  Viiooant  Enfield 
Mar  IS,  IfiSS 
Mediad  Ofieersof  PoorLaw  VtiioM,  Qnettton, 
Mr.  Itiohard  Long;  Aunrar,  Mr.  C.  P. 
ViUiers  Feb  14.  285  „ 
Night  Be/uget  ( Jfefropoft),  OnwUpn  Ur.  Han- 
fiory ;  Answer,  Mf.  C.  P.  VWIen  J&r  20, 

»W  w  . 

Poor  Law  Board,  Question,  Mr.  Augustus 

Smith :  Answer,  Visooont  Palmerston  Feb 
14,  8S7 

Poor  Laio  Secretary,  Moved,  '*That  the  office 
of  the  one  Seorotary.  rendered  oapaUe  of 
titling  or  voting  as  a  Member  of  Qm  Com- 
nm?  Houe  of  ParUament  by  the  idnth 
oUosa  of  the  Poor  Uw  Act,  lately  tw^, 
ought  to  be  abolished"  {Mr.  Atmu^  SmUk) 
Feb  30,  456 ;  after  debate,  QnastiM  pnt ; 
A.  17,  N.  198;  M.  176 
Poor  Ratet,  Metropotitan  and  8ubwhm.Uh/i. 
irieU^  Petition,  Lord  Bavensworth 
978 

[fonr. 


POO 


{I  H  D  B  X) 
4». 


FBI 


FBO 


Poor  Lam — eont. 
Poor  Reix«f{MstropoUt)  A«t  (1864).  Motion  for 
"  R«tuni  of  ibo  Number  of  Unions  or  Pa- 
liahes  tlmt  bare  availed  themselree  of  the  Act 
of  39th  Jaljr,  1801,  Ae."  {Lord  Houghton) 
Feb  13,  202;  after  short  debate.  Motion 
AgneA  to 

Unioni  and  Oilherft  Vniofu,  Question,  Mr. 
Mitford  :  Answer,  Mr.  C.  P.  Villien  Mar  6, 
1116— Sw  Ireland 

Poti  Office  —  The  Three-penny  Postage 
Stamp 

QnestioD,  Mr.  I^trbj  Grifatb;  Aniver,  The 
Chaocellor  of  th«  Ewbeqner  jVi  17.  409 

FOTTBK.  Mr.  E.,  CarlitU 

Soienoe  and  Art  Department,  000 

PowxLL,  Ifr.  F.  S.»  Cambridge 
Coartt  of  Justice  Building,  2R.  390 
Edooat ion.  Comm.  moTed  for,  803 
Sewage  Utilization,  2R.  1360 

Fow£LL,  ]fr.  J.  J.,  ffloucttUr 

Borough  Franohise  Eitension,  LaaTO,  660 
Cheltenham  and  Glouoeitenhira  Water,  2B. 
403 

Prittting — SeUct  C<mmitU«  appoinUd 
On  Feb  10,  Committee  nominated  as  follovt : — 
Mr.  BMiham-Carter,  Sir  John  Pokington,  Sir 
FraneLs  Baring.  Mr.  Walpole,  Mr.  Henlejr, 
Mr.  Cardwell,  Mr.  Sotheron  Estooort.  Mr. 
Gadiell,  Sir  Stafford  Northeote,  Mr.  Greene, 
Mr.  Peel,  The  (VOonor  Don,  and  Mr.  HaS' 
tings  BombU 

Prisons  BQl  (.Sir  Otorgt  Grey,  Mr.  Bering) 
«.  Bill  ordered ;  after  long  debate  read  1*  18, 
319 

Bead  3*  Mar  8,  after  debate,  and  committed  to 
a  Seleot  Committee,  1361  [Bill  IS] 

On  Mareh  13,  Committee  nominated  as  follows : 
— Sir  George  Gref,  Mr  Adderlev,  Mr.  Beach, 
Mr.  Ilenler.  Mr.  Bibbert.  Mr.  Hardj.  Mr. 
Uanbur;,  Lord  Edward  Howard,  Mr.  Unnt, 
Sir  William  Miles,  Sir  John  Fakingtoo,  Mr. 
Joseph  Ewart,  Mr.  Walter,  Mr.  PenyWat- 
lington,  and  Mr.  Whitbread 

Pfi$on  lAhraritt 
QaestioD,  Mr.  llnrdeastle;  Auwer,  SlrOeorge 

i^mjFeb  21,  Wl 

Private  BUI  Costs  BiU 

{Mr.  Scourfidd,  Mr.  Cramford) 
«.  Bill  ordered  ;  i«ad  1«*  FA  10        [Bill  1} 
Bead  2*  after  debate  FOt  22,  and  eommitted  to 

a  Select  Committee  {Mr.  MUnsr  Gibton) 
On  Feb  94,  Committee  sondnated  as  follows  : 
—Mr.  Sooor6eld,  Mr.  Milner  Gibson,  Lord 
HotbafH,  Ci^ooel  Wilson  Patten,  Mr.  Lowe, 
Mr.  Beebnek,  Mr.  Denman,  Mr.  Pngh,  Mr. 
Cnird,  and  Mr.  Anhnr  Mills 
And.  on  Feb  37,  Mr.  Watkin  added 
Committee*  ;  'Report  Mar  8 
Considered  Mar  9 
Read  S"*  Mar  19 
k  Bead  V{Urd  SvighUm)  Mar  13  (No.  Si) 


Private  BHU,  Orden  ve^eoUng  (Lomt) 

Feb  9,98 

Opposed  Private  BHU,  OoaunUtee  appointed 
(Loans)  Feb  16,  378 

Ofpoted  iVtvofe  BiUi,  On  Motion  of  TKt 
Chairman  of  OmmSUeet,  BesolTOd.  "  That 
all  Petitions  praying  to  be  heard  upon  the 
merits  against  anjr  Bill  in  either  of  the 
Classes  mentioned  in  Standing  Order  No. 
1TB,  be  printed  by  the  Petitioners,  and  Co- 
pies thereof  deposited  in  the  OfSce  of  the 
Clttk  ot  the  Puliament^  at  laeh  Time  and 
In  such  Numbers  as  the  Obairman  of  Com- 
mittees may  dlreot,"  Feb  16, 378 

Oppoied  PrivaU  BilU,  Resolations  as  to  Peti- 
tioner* against  Prirate  Bills  ( The  Chairman 
of  CommttMi)  FA  37, 743 

AppoitUment  o/Referee$  {Comfoaa}  Fd>  9,  98 

Chairtnan'tCaiting  Vote— New  Standing  Order, 
Moved,  "  That  all  qnestioos  beforsf  Com- 
mittees on  PriTate  Bills  shall  be  decided  by 
a  nuyority  of  roioes,  and  wbenerer  the  voices 
are  equal,  the  qnestion  shall  be  resolved  in 
the  negative"  (CoWi  WiUon  PaUen)  Feb 
30,  441 :  after  debate,  l^uestion  put,  and 
negatived 

Feet  of  ParUameniarif  Countel,  Qnestion,  Mr. 
Darhjr  Griffith  ;  Adsww,  Mr.  Milner  Gibson 
Feb  31,  498 
Lordt'  MinuUtpf  Evidmee,  Moved,  That  a 
Message  be  sent  to  the  Lords  requeeting 
their  Lordships  to  communicate  to  this  House 
the  Minutes  of  Evidenoe  whioh  may  be  taken 
before  evety  Committee  on  a  Private  Bill 
originating  in  the  present  Sesaioo  with  tiieir 
Lordships,  and  sent  down  to  this  HoDse  " 
{Mr.  Henry  Seymour)  FA  9, 116  ;  after  do. 
bate.  Motion  agreed  to 
Printing  PetiHont,  Moved,  "That  on  every 
Private  Bill,  to  be  considered  by  a  Committee 
of  this  House,  all  Petitions  presented  against 
snob  Bills  be  printed  at  the  expense  of  the 
Petitionws,  ud  Copies  of  those  Petitions,  as 
well  as  a  of  uw  Bill  to  be  considered, 
be  delivered  to  each  Ibmber  of  the  Commit- 
tee not  less  than  two  days  previous  to  its 
assembling"  {Mr.  Torrem) Feb  %  119  t^ttmt 
debate,  Motion  withdrawn 
Resolutions  (Jfr.  Terront);  Amendt.(tiF«fwra{ 
Fed)  Feb  1 6, 383 :  after  short  debate,  Amendt. 
withdrawn 

SeUa  Committoea  on.  Standing  Order  No.  7 
read;  Amendt.  to  leave  out  "four"  and 
insert  **  three"  {Mr.  Chariea  FonUr)  Feb  S  ; 
after  debate,  (iuestion  pot,  "That  the 
word  *  foor '  stand  part  of  the  said  Standing 
Order;"  A.  161,  N.  73  :  M.  83 
PriualM  B&b-^StaHding  Order  Ctmmittte  on, 
appointed  (Lonm)  FA  16, 97S 


PriviUget 

Ordered,  That  a  OommittM  of  Privilegei  be 
appointed  7 


Pbobt,  Kight  Hon.  Lord  (Comptroller  of 
the  Uoiuehold),  WiekUa  Co.  . 
Lords  Comniisuoners'  Spadb^®^aij^y's 
AMwer  to  Address,  16« 


PUB       QUA       {SB3SI0N,   1865  )       RAI  EEA 


Publie  AeootmU,  Commiitet  of 

QuMtion,  Lord  Bobert  MonUgu  ;  Annrar.The 
Cbanceltor  of  the  Esobeqaer  Ftb  17,  SSO 

On  Feb  20,  Seleet  OommittM  nominatfld  u 
roUowB Mr.  Walpole,  Mr.  Edwan]  Pleydell 
Bouverie,  Sir  Sufford  Northcote,  Sir  Henry 
Willoughbjr,  Mr,  Peel,  Lord  Robert  Monta^, 
Mr.  Howet,  Mr.  Oosolmi,  and  Hr,  PolUrd- 
Vrquhart 

Public  Honae  dosing  Act  (186i)  Amend- 

nmt  Bill  (ifr-  Cm,  Mr.  Ghtchen) 
0.  BUI  ordered  after  debate  feb  U,  201 
Bead  l**/^  Iff  [Biuaa] 

Fablic  Offices  (Site  and  Approaches)  Bill 

(Jfr.  Cowper,  Sir  Ckarie*  Wood) 
e.  Motion  for  leare  (Mr.  Coitptr),  1801 

After  debate.  MoTed,  "That  the  debate  be 
nowadjoamed"  {i^.  PaeJce);  Motion  with- 
drawn ;  Bfain  Question  pat,  and  agreed  to 

Bill  ordered  ;  read  1°  *  ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  ot  Petitions  for  Private  Bills 
Mar  1  [Bill  55] 

Read  3**;  Committed  to  a  Seleet  Committee 
Mar  fO 

And  on  Harob  88,  Committee  nominated  as 
follows  : — Mr,  Cowper,  Lord  Jobn  Manners, 
Sir  John  Shellejr,  and  -  Mr.  BaiUie  Cochrane, 
and  three  Hembns  to  be  added  bj  the  Com- 
mittee of  Seleotion. 


PubUfi  Petitiofu 
On  Feb  13,  Committee  apwdnted  as  followi :— • 
Mr.  Boabam-Gartw,  Sir  Jamei  Fergnsson, 
Mr.  Charies  Fonter,  Mr.  Gard,  Major  Garin, 
Captain  Ora^,  Sir  Edward  Orogan,  Hr.  Hope 
Johnstone,  Mr.  Lyall,  Mr.  TaTemer  John 
Miller,  Sir  Colman  Miebael  O'Loghlen.  Mr. 
IlastiDgs  Russell,  Mr.  Alderman  Salomons, 
Mr.  Owen  Stanley,  and  Viaooout  Enfleld 


PabUc  Sehools  Bill  [u.] 

(3%e  JSarl  of  Clmmkm) 
/.  FMMBted :  nad      JUbr  13        (Nv.  33) 


Private  BiUCiwti,  SB.  ffM 
Qnaliflcation  ftnr  Offices  Abontioa  Bill 

{Mr.  Htu^idd,  9tr  Morton  P«lo,  Mr.  Bainea) 

c.  Bill  ordered :  read  1»  •  F«i  9         [Bill  3] 
Read  2*  after  debate,  and  committed  to  a 

Select  Committee  FA  18,  SIS 
On  March  1,  Committee  nominated  as  fellows : 
—Mr.  Hadfleld,  Mr.  Peel,  Hr.  L.  Kbg,  Sir 
John  TreUwDj,  Mr.  W.  E.  Forster,  Mr. 
Bright,  Mr.  Remington  Mills,  Mr.  Bainea, 
Loi^  Robert  Montagu,  Sir  Broc^  Bridges, 
Mr.  Edward  EgertOB,  Hr.  Solater-Booth, 
Mr.  MowbraT,  Mr.  R.  Long,  and  Mr.  F.  S. 
PoweU 

Committee*;  Report  ifiir  S;  Be-eomm.* 

Mar  16  [BlU  «S] 

Ooniidered*  JfarlT 


Question,  Mr.  Bentinek  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Milner 
Gibson  Feb  9,  116;  Amendt.  on  C«a- 
mittee  of  Supi^j  Mar  6,  to  leare  out  from 
"  That"  to  end  of  Question,  and  add  —  « In 
oonaequeooe  of  the  freqoenoy  and  of  the 
increasing  number  of  Aooidenteon  Railways, 
and  the  absence  of  an;  power  in  the  exeon- 
tlTO  Governmeot  to  interfere  for  tiair  better 
preTenUon,  it  it,  in  tbeo^nioBoftUi  Qonee, 
dedrable  that  power  nonld  be  Tested  1^ 
Act  of  Parliament  in  the  Board  of  Trade, 
or  in  some  other  Department  of  the  Govem- 
mest,  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  causes 
of  any  accidents  which  may  occur  on  Rail- 
ways,  with  powers  to  oall  for  all  papers  and 
to  examine  witneseet  on  oath;  ud  that 
powen  should  be  vested  In  mwh  DepartmOBt 
to  frame  and  issae  from  time  to  time  any 
regulations  for  the  eondoct  of  the  traffic  on 
Railways  which  it  may  deem  necessary  for 
the  safety  and  oonrenienoe  of  the  publio;  and 
that  all  Companies  or  persona  enmed  in  the 
eondoet  of  Railway  traffio  shall  he  bound  to 
adhere  to  sneh  regnlatlona  under  aocb  pe- 
nalties as  may  be  prescribed  by  Act  of  Parua> 
ment"  { Jfr.  BoiOinei),  1 124  ;  Qaestion  pro- 
posed, "  That  the  words.  Ao after  dobata^ 
Qneation  pot,  and  agreed  to 


Railway  Communieation  htlifften  Pa»»mger» 
and  Quarda 
Qnestioo,  Sir  ^llam  Gallwey ;  Anmr,  Mr. 
HUner  Gibioo  Mar  16, 17il 

Bailway  Constraction  FacBitiM  Act 
(1864)  Amendment  Bill 

(Mr.  WhalUy,  Mr.  MS^Oon) 
«.  BiU  ordeiod  :  road  1*  •       31       [BiU  87] 

Raiheay  Legitlatum 
Qoestion,  Mr,  Roebuck ;  Aniwer,  The  Chain 
eellor  of  the  EzohaqoM-  Fob  Id,  381 

Baiheayi 

Question,  Mr.  Scully ;  Answer,  The  CbaaoeUor 
of  the  Exohe^ner  Ftb  1^  388 

Railway  TrareBlng  (Ireland)  Bill 

Oavin,  Mr.  Sia^oeto) 
e.  BiU  ordend ;  read  1««  ifiir  10     [BiU  ««] 

Rating  of  Minet  and  Timhtr 
Question,  Mr.  Lyall ;    Aniww,  ISi.  0.  P. 
VUUers  F«b  3i,  66» 


BATurswoBiH,  Lord 
Poor   Rates,   Metropcditaa  and  Sabartma 

DistricU,  378.  380 


Roading   Clmrk  and   OUrh  ^  OhMmt 

The  Hon.  SUngtbjr  Bethdl  aBp(dnto^JV6  17. 
810 
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Bedssdale,  Lord   (Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees) 

Bankrnptor  and  loKdraunr  (Irriand),  SB.  1332 
Coarts  of  JusUoe,  The  Ntv,  B«tanu  iiiOTed 
for.  1918 

Edmnndf,  Leonud  —  Reiigaatioa  of.  Comm. 

moTsdfbr,  ISIS,  1330, 1381 
EdnoAtion,  National,  1785 
Opposed  PriTate  Bill,  R«.  378 
Patent  Eighta.  835,  686,  786 
Roach  RiTer  FUbery,  3R.  736 
TniD*portatioD  to  Amtralia,  711 

Sefrtthment   Sowe*   Act,  Conviction* 
under 

Qaestion,  Sir  Cbariei  Doaglaa ;  AoBwer,  Sir 
George  Grey  Feb  20,  460  :— Question.  Sir 
Charles  Douglas ;  Aoswer,  Sir  G.  Cirer 
FOt  37. 7M 

Btgmt'a  Park — Bridge  opor  the  Canal 
Qneation,  Mr.  Harrej  Lewis ;  Aoawer,  Mr. 
Cowper  F«&  38,  600 

BiTer  Waters  Protection  Bill 

{Lord  R.  Montagu,  Sir  Fits  Roy  Kelly,  Mr. 
Ferrand,  Mr.  Bibbert) 

e.  Bill  ordered  :  read  1«  *  .Fei  9  [Bill  3] 

MotmI,  "That  the  BiU  be  DOW  read  30"  {Lard 

R.  MoiOagn)  Mar  8, 1800 
Ameodt.  to  leare  oat  "now,"  and  add  "  open 

this  day  six  months"  (Mr.  Jadeton),  1336 
After  long  debate,  Amendt.  and  Motion  with- 
drawn; Bill  wUbdmwii 

Roach  River  Fishery  Bill 

B«ad  3>  after  short  debate  Feb  37,  73i 

Boade  {Scotland) 
(laestion,   Mr.  Waldegrare-LesUe ;  Aniww, 
Lord  Eloho  Mar  30, 1939 

B0BIBI8OM,  Mr.  H.,  Shrewi^urjf 
Private  BiUi— Cbairmaa'*  Casting  Tote,  443 

BoEBUCK,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Sheffield 
Baokmptc;  Aot,  Seleet  Committee  mored  for, 
138 

Canada — Defonoea  of— Colonel  Jerrois'  Report, 
1627 

Felonj  and  Misdemeanor  Gvidttnoe  and  Prao- 

tioe,  3R.  678 
Hntt,  H»or  General,  Oaf*  o(  108Y 
Ireland— Stote  of,  Res.  761  .•— OaM  of  Patrick 

Dorle,  1181 
Lireniool  Lioeosing,  SR.  619 
New  Zealand— War  in,  1186 
Private  BUI  Costs,  SR.  666 
KaUwar  LegisUtioa,  SSI,  S8S 

BoUoftktZonb 
DeUvwedfV&7 

BoiT,  Mr,  J.,  Ghmenlerihiret  W, 

Courts  of  Jnstioe  Building,  Comm.  d.  3,  606 ; 
ad&el.  607 

COBrtt  of  Justice  Concentration  (Site)^  SR.  607 


Rome'-' British  Paimtrte 
Question,  Mr.  H.  Barug;  Answer,  Mr.  Layard 

Feb  30, 160 

BosE,  Mr.  Aid.  W.  A.,  Southampton 
Commons  and  Open  Spaces,  Comm.  moved  for, 

601,  606 
Metropolitan  P^ce  Rate,  1908 
Metropolitan  Sewage  and  Essex  ReolamaUon, 

SR.  844 

BuBSELt,  Earl  (Secretaiy  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs) 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speeeh,  83 
Brasil  and  Uragna; — The  River  FUte,  1307 
Canada — Defences  of— Colonel  Jervtrfs*  Report, 
131 

R^an,  Mary,  Case  of,  1619 
Turkey  and  Persia  —  Boondarj  Negotiations, 
Papers  mored  for,  1731 

BussELL,  Sir  "W.,  Noncieh 
Metropolitan  Sewage  and  Esi«  ReeUnution, 

2R.  832.  816 

iZttwtii  Company  Dues — The  Coneul  General 
at  St.  Petershtrgh 
Question,  Mr.  Clay ;  Answer,  Mr.  Milner 
Gibson  Feb  II,  234  :— Question,  Hr.  Cli^  ; 
Answer.  Mr.  La/ard  FA  14.  394 

Saffron  EUl  Murder 
Question.  Mr.  Lawson ;  Answer,  Sir  George 
Grey  FA  13,  309 

8t.  Bmett  Grumhwreh  Strait  and  AU- 
haOom,  Zomiard  Sinet 
Qoeition,  Mr.  Crawford ;  Answer,  Mr.  E.  P. 
Bonverie  FA  17, 8S1 

St,  GsBimrB,  Earl  of  (Lord  Steward  of 
the  Household) 
Bankmpt47  and   Insolvency  (Ireland)  Aot 
Amandment,  9R.  1S8S,  I3S8 ;  Couu  1646 

St.  Lsonabiw,  Lord 
Attwneys  and  Solicitors,  SR.  1463 
Cconty  Goorts  EqnitaUe  Jnrisdietioo,  SB.  1030 

Salomons,  Mr.  Aid.  D.,  Greenwich 
India— Nawab  of  the  Caniatic— A»em  Jah— 

Forged  Signatures,  Report,  1737 
Metropolitan  Toll  Bridges,  Leave,  919 

Salt,  Mr.  T.,  Stafird 

Government  Anaonieib  959 

Sat  Firtt 

FA  7— The  Earl  Vadogan,  after  the  Death  of 
his  Father 

FA  34— The  Lord  Oxenford,  after  the  Death 

of  bis  Father 
Mar  3— The  Doke  o(  Cleveland,  after,  the 

Death  of  Ui  Brotiwr 


SGH       SBL        {SESSION,   1865  ) 

»77. 


SBL 


SHB 


ScMmw^  Md  HoUtein,  Duchiet  of 
QoflitioB,  Sir  HuTf  VeriMr;  Annrar,  Mr. 
Ujard  Feb  17,  748 

Sctmee  and  Art  Departnunt 
Question,  Mr.  Potter ;  Anawer,  Mr.  Bmoe 
Fa  SI,  000 

ScuTEB-BooTH,  Mr.  G.,  Sampthiro,  N. 
Prmte  Billa— Standing  OHer  No.  7.  113 

ChAinnan's  Casting  Vote,  145 
Publio  Ofiloes  (Site  and  Approaches),  LeaTe, 

ISOS 

Scotch  Medioal  PraetitioMrt 
Question,  Mr.  Blaok ;  Anaver,  The  Lord  Adro- 
oatoF«frS8,0»e 

Scoinh  Judidal  StatUttct 
QneatioD,  Colonel  Syhet ;  Aoiwer,  The  Lord 
AdTOoateJAvS,  W8 

ScouRpreLD,  Mr.  J.  H.,  RanerfordtcMt 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  67 
Education,  Comm.  mored  for,  92S 
Narj  Estimates — Men  and  Bots,  llSl 
Private  BUI  UosU,  3R.  564,  575 
Prirate  Bills— SUoding  Order  No.  7,  111 

Scully,  Mr.  V.,  Corh  Co. 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  53  ;  Report, 

Amendt.  84,  S9 
Armr— Recruiting,  Commission  mored  for,  532 
Clonpriest,  Ac.  Benefices  (Ireland),  Rctnms 

moTed  fin-,  S30,  250 
Courti  of  Justice  Building.  Leave,  196 
Criminal  Cases  (Evidence),  2R.  deferred,  045 
Ireland — Titles  to  Land,  139  ; — Mail  Serrioe, 
204; — Stipendisrjr  Magistrates — Mr.  Ffrench, 
1476 ;— Case  of  Mar?  Ryan,  1535  ;— Admi- 
nistration of  Justice,  1838,  1829 
Law  of  Evideoee,  Ac.  Leave,  261  ;  SR.  940 
Monastic   and    Conventual  Establishments, 

Conun.  moved  fi>r,  1084 
Mortgage  Debentorea,  SR.  373 
Railways,  385 

Titles  to  Land  Ragiitration  (IraUud),  747 

Sea  Fi»h»nM 
Qnestion,  Mr.  M'Mabm  ;  Anawer,  Mr.  Hitner 
Gibson  FOt  37,  748 

SsELY,  Mr.  C,  Lincoln 
Navy — Dockyard  Aceonnto,  1010 
Navy  Estimate*— Men  and  Boys,  IIM,  1455 

Select  Veetries  [b-l.] 

U  Bill,  ^/irma,md  !••/'«&  7 

Selection,  Committee  of 
On  Feb.  10,  Coraratttee  nominated  as  follows  : 
— Mr.  Donlop,  Mr.  Gregory,  Mr.  Bonbam- 
Carter,  Lord  Hotbam,  Mr.  Mowbray,  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  Select  CommitiM  oo  Stand- 
ing  Order*. 


Selwyit,  Mr.  C.  J.,  Camhridge  Vhiwrntjf 
Courts  of  Jnatioe  Building,  Leave,  179 
River  Waters  ProtMtion,  SR.  1387 

Sewage  TTtiUiattim  BUI 

{Lord  R.  Moniagu,  Sir  F.  Kdly,  Mr.  Femutdf 

Mr.HihberCi 
e.  BiU  ordered  ;  tuA  V  •  Feb  ^         [Bill  41 
Read  2*,  after  short  debate,  and  committed  to 

a  Select  Committee  Mar  8,  1360 
On  March  13,  Committee  nominated  as  follows : 
— Lord  Rt^tert  Montagu,  Mr.  Cowper,  The 
Lord  Advocate,  Sir  Cotman  CLMOleB,  Sit 
Matthew  lUdl^,  Hr.  Bright,  Mr.  Oram- 
Ewing,  Mr.  Hlbbert,  Sir  FitsRoy  Kelly,  Sir 
James  Fergnsson,  Mr.  Longfleld,  Mr.  Locke 
King,  Mr.  Selwyn,  Mr.  Gore  LaogtOD,  and 
Mr.Yeader 

Sewage  of  the  Metropolis 
Qoestion,  Mr.  Blake ;  Anawer,  Mr.  Ttte  Mar 
10, 1479 

Setmoitb,  Mr.  H.  D.,  Poole 
Address  is  Answer  to  the  Speech,  60 
Army  Estimates — Pay  and  Allowances,  1973, 

1978  ;— Divine  Service,  1974  Yeomanry, 

1980,  1983  ;— Enrolled  Pensioners,  1984  ; 

— ManuGkctnring  Departments.  1990,  1998, 

1909 

Edooation,  Comm.  moved  for,  913 

India— Nawab  of  the  CanuUo — Aseem  Jah, 

Comm.  moved  for,  1708 ; — Bombay  Back  Bay 

Shares,  1950 
Patent  Office,  AUcgnd  irrcgnlaritiea  in  the, 

1123 

Private  BWs— Standing  Order  No.  7,  100;— 
Minutes  of  Evidence  (Lords),  115 

SHAPTESBimY,  Earl  of 
Courts  of  Justice  Site,  416 
North  West  Territory— British  North  America, 
588 

Sheep  and  Cattle  Bill 

{Mr.  a,  Femneh,  Mr.  Skaflo,  Sir  S.  WHUamton} 
«.  BUI  ordered  ;  nad  1«*  ifiir  7        [Bill  57] 

Sheep,  ftc.  Froteotion  (Ireland)  BiU 

{Sir  F,  BeygcAe,  Mr.  Leader,  The  G^Coaor  Don) 
c.  Bill  ordered  ;  read  1»  •       34       [Bill  43] 


Shelley,  Sir  J.  V.,  Wettmintter 
Chelsea  Bridge  Toll  Abolition,  Leave,  1725 
India — Nawab  of  the  Camatio — Axeem  Jaii— 

Forged  Signatorea,  Report,  1738 
New  Palace  Tard,  Extenaion  of,  498 
Pnblie  Offloea  (Site  and  Approaolwa),  Laave, 

1302 

Unkn  of  Benefleat  Aet  AmendmeBt,  Laave, 
1400 

Sheriffs  Court  {ficottand) 
Question,  Mr.  Baxter ;  Anf^er^The^l^ 
Advocate  lf«r  8,4M3ed  by  VjOQgre 


SLA 


SOU 


I  N  B  B  X 


SPB 


SUB 


Slav*  Tradt,  Tha 
QtmUon,  Hr.  Cm ;  Auww,  Mr.  LijMd 
98,  8<6 

Small  Benefices  (Irelaad)  Aet  (1860) 
Anftendment  Bill 

{Sir  H.  Cainu,  Mr.  Whilende) 
c.  BiUanl«t«d;  rMdl>*F«&13  [BUllS] 

SxiTBt  Qenenl  Sir  J.  K.  F.,  CJuOkam 

hituf  EitinntM— tud  ForeM^  1803 
Annjt  — BwiiDHitil  QnartarmMtors,  lltf 

Kifle  Briswle  and  WhHworth  IUflM»  1980 

1981 

Cauda— DeftnOM  o£— C!<doMl  JtniM  Report 

LAH.  1M0,  1896 
Oani  for  Coast  DefenoM,  1910 
Mbtj  AmwBwatB,  Conin.  rooTed  for,  997 
Vvijf  EstiDutea — Men  and  Boja,  1410 
Railway  Aooldeat*,  Rm.  1130 

SuiTH,  Mr.  Augustus,  Truro 
Civil  Sflrnoe  Estimate*,  1006 
Dwellincs  for  tba  Woriciaf  GlaasM.  1535 
Man,  Ida  of,  DiM^twMtatioii  (Oompaosatioo), 

Oomm.  1457 
Poor  Lav  Board,  887 ;— Seoretary  to  the.  Res. 

450, 459,408 

Shxth,  Ifr.  J.  B.,  Btoekpwi 
Timber  Datios,  1480 

Smithflsld  Xarket  (BaUin)  BIB 

{Mr.  Setdly,  Mr.  Leader) 
e.  BUI  onlerad ;  nad  1*  •       10       [BiU  1 0] 


Smollett,  Mr.  P.  £.,  Dumbartonshire 
India— Madras  Irrisation  Company,  598; — 
Navintion  of  tbe  GodaTery,658  ;— Nawabof 
the  Camatio— Anem  JaJi— Comm.  moved 
•   for,  1683 

PriTate  Bills— StaodiDf  Older  No.  7, 101 


SicTTH,  Colonel  S.  Q.,  Tork  Citjf 

Wakefield  Qaol,  1090 


SouciTOK   General,    The  (Sir  B.  F. 
Collier),  Pljfmouth 
India— Nawab  of  the  Camatie— Axeem  Jab, 

Comm.  moved  for,  1697 
Jnriea  in  Criminal  Oaaea,  SB.  1731 
Uw  of  Evidenoe,  A«.  Lean,  800 


SoMKBSET,  Duke  of  (First  Lord  of  the 

Admiralty) 
.  Canada— Oelenoeeot-ColonelJerT^i'  Report, 
488 

South  Amtrican  Bt^ 
Quettion,   Mr.  J.  d.  Ewart;  Aniim.  Sir 
OMHge  Grey  J£v  14, 1001 


Sps&zbb,  The  (Bight  Hon.  J.  B.  BeniwmV 

AgrieuUantl  Pariihes,  RetnrBS  moTod  for,  1309 
Bel&st— Hiota  at,  354,  355 
Canada — Defences  of — Cfdonel  Jflrrois'  Report, 
1557 

CoDTiotions  under  Refreghment  Houses  Aet, 
453 

Edaoation,  Comm.  moved  for,  916 
Game  (Ireland).  3 R.  1528 
Gnnsfor  Coast  Defences,  1028,  1930 
Ireland— Administration  of  Justiee,  If^ 
Liverpool  Lioensing,  2R.  653 
Notices  of  Motion,  dw.  323 
Parliament — Lords  CommlsaioDers'  Speeob,  39 
Private  Bills — Appointment  of  Referees,  98 
Pnblio  Offloet  (Site  and  Approadiea),  Laavet 
1808 

Standing  Ordert 
On  Feb  10,  Committee  nominated  as  fellows : 
—Colonel  Wilson  Patlen,  Mr.  Walpole,  Vbe. 
Henley,  Mr,  Wrightson,  Hr.  Gregory,  Mr. 
Bramston,  Mr.  ^nham-Carter,  Hr.  Lefroy, 
Mr.  Dunlop,  Mr.  Edward  Egerton,  Mr. 
Paget 

Stakhope,  Earl 
British  MoseBm,  956,  1530 
Courts  of  Jnatiee,  Tbo  New,  Retunw  mored 
for,  1910, 1919 

SiAiTHOFB,  Ur.  J.  Banks,  Lineoltuhir»t  N. 
Laneashire  and  Torkshire  and  Great  Eaiteni 
JaneUon  Railway,  3R.  1658 

Stavlet,  Bight  Hon.  Lord,  Xin^t  Lynn 
Africa — ^Western  Coast,  Comm.  morcd  fiff,fiSO, 
654 

India— Talookdan  and  Coltlvatws  of  Dade, 
138  :— Affikirs  of  Bbootan,  306 ASiirt  of 
Code,  1830 
Liverpool  Licenaing,  2R.  651 
New  ZeaUnd— War  in,  1505, 1510. 1513 
Patent  Offloa,  Allegwl  irregnlariUes  in  tbe, 
1120 

PrintoBOls— Standing  Order  No.  7. 10« 

Stanlbt  of  Aldsbist,  Lord  (FoetmBiter 
General) 
Patent  RlgUi,  085 

Stamsfeld,  Mr.  J.,  SaUfax 
Navy  Estimates— Men  and  Boys,  1437, 1444 

Steacet.  Sir  H.  J..  Gru^  Tarmomth 
Great  Tarmontb  Boroogfa,  Harm  and  Port, 
3R.745 

Militia  TmveUing  AUowanees,  840 

Stbatfobd  ns  BxncLmBf  Yiscoant 
Tm^ey  and  P«^  —  Boundary  Negotiations^ 
Papen  moved  for,  1736,  1788 


Suei  Canal,  The 
Qoeation,    Mr.  Darby 
ViaoonntPalmentsf^i^ 


©Ogle 


SUP       TAX        (SBSeiOK,  1865) 


TAX 


TEI 


8VPPLT 
Lordi  ComndidoiMrt'  Spesoh  eoi)sId«r«d 
Motion,  "  That  »  Sgppl7  ba  gmted  to  Her 
MajMlr"  9— ComodttM  tlMfMpen  to- 
morrow 

Order  for  Committee  on  Motion.  "That  «  Snp- 
jf\f  be  gninted  to  Her  Migetty,"  resd  ;  Loroi 
CommiuioMr^  Speaeh  rmmd  10 ; 
Rewired.  **  That  a  Sop^y  be  frutad  to 
Her  Majesty 

Retoliition,  "  That  a  Sopply  be  granted  to  Her 
]ibjeft7,"  reported  and  agreed  to  Ntwtine 
ContradieenU  FA  18— Committee  appdnted 
for  Wednesdi^ 

Conaidered  in  Committee  /V&  37 ;  Committee 
report  ProgreH 

Oouidered  in  Committee  Jfor  3  ;  Cmumlttee 
report  Progresa 

Considered  in  Committee  Mar  3  ;  Committee 
report  Progreia. 

Conaidered  in  Committee ;  Natt  Ebtuutih 
Mar  0  ;  Stetement  of  the  Seeretarf  of  the 
Admiralty  b  moving  Vote  1. 1171 

After  long  debate,  Ooomuttee  report  Pro- 
grew 

Conaidered  in  Committee ;  Natt  EamiATBa 

Mar  9,  1373 
Runirnoii  or  tbb  Sohbldt  Toll  JUor  9, 

ItfO 

After  abort  debate,  Vote  agreed  to 
Cmnidered  in  Oommittee  Mar  10  ;  Committee 

report  Frogreaa 
Conaidered  in  Committee  Mar  13  ;  Committee 

report  Progress 
Considered  in  Cwnmittee;  Aur  Eithutis 
Jfir  16 :  Statefoaat  of  the  Under  SoontaiT  of 
State  fbr  War  on  moriog  Beeolatlon  1, 1761 
After  long  debate.  Committee  report  Pro- 
gress  ;  to  ut  again  To-morrow 
Considered  in  Committee  Mar  17 ;  Committee 

report  Progress 
Considered  in  Committee ;  Abut  Earnuna 
JfivSO 

SmtzuB,  Ur.  H.  E.,  Hgrtfordtihire 
Armj  Estimates— Uano&otnring  Departmeots, 
19» 

Sms,  Colonel  W.  H.,  AhmUen  City 

Address  in  Answer  to  Uie  Spsieh,  79 
Army  Estimates— Land  Forees,  1801,  1810 

PiV  and  AUowanoea,  1964  Haoo&otnring 

I%artmeots.  Ameodt.  1989, 1991 
China— British  SnbjeeU  in  the  Ohfaws*  Sat^ 

vice,  387, 1946 
Ooarta  of  Jnstioe  Building,  SR.  991 
India— DiainfeetEng  PowSw  for.  460  Nawah 

of  the  Camatio— Aseem  Jafa,  Ooaua.  moved 

for,  1716 
Judicial  SUtisttos,  Seotoh,  968 
Karr  Eatimataa-Meoand  Boys,  1163, 14S0 
New  Zealand— War  in.  1616 
Bmr  Waters  ProteeUoo,  SR.  1844 

TAmrroN,  ZjxA 
Britfih  Kaffirarb,  SR.  1638 
TnuaportatioB  to  Australia,  787 

Selaet  Committee  re^ppoiDted  (CWanel  Dmme) 
Mar  3, 1087 

VOL.  CLXXVII.   [tiobd  skubs.] 


TmMAcm  of  Ir^and  eent. 

And,  on  March  17.  Committee  nominated  a* 
follows : — Colonel  Dunne.  Sir  Edward  Grogan, 
Mr.  Longfleld,  The  O'Conor  Don,  Mr.  Hennessy, 
Sir  Frederiolt  Heygate,  Sir  Geoine  CoUborat.  Sir 
Robert  Peel.  Sir  Stafford  Nortboote.  Mr.  Bowes, 
Mr.  HanlM7.  Mr.  Lowe,  and  Mr.  Banks  Staobope. 

On  Hanih  31,  Lord  John  Browne  added. 

Themtni,  fte.  BUI 

(Ifi-.  LoOe,  Mr.  Ayrfsn,  Ur,  XXmmiw) 
c.  Ordered :  read  V>  Mar  10, 1639      [Bill  64] 

THoicpsoir,  Kr.  H.  S.,  Whiiby 

Ualt,  Kes.  1366 

Railway  Aooidents,  Rei.  1139 

Timber  Duties 
QaestioD,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith ;   Answer,  The 
Cboocellor  of  the  Exchequer  Jfiir  10, 1480 

TiTB,  Mr.  W.,  Bath 

Dwellings  for  the  Working  Classes,  1636 
Hidn  Dniosge  (Metropolis),  30S 
Metropolitan  Sewage  and  Essex  Reclamation, 
SR.  837 

Flaoadilly  and  Fuk  Lane  New  Bead,  SR.  681 

noh  Ike  Oath 
Feb  7— The  Arabbisbop  of  DaMia 

Fib  9— The  Biiliop  of  Kilmmre^Ac. 

ToRBiHs,  Iff.  B.,  Carrieiftfffut 
CommoDS  and  Open  Spaeea,  CMnm.  moved 

508 

Indian  Staff  Appointments,  1048 

Frisonera  in  Newgate.  Treatment  of.  1036 

Private  Bill  Costs,  9K.  607 

Private  BUls— Printing  PeUtioea,  118,  114, 

116  ;  Rea.S83,  386 
Sewage  of  the  Metntpelis,  1479 

TuoT,  Hoa.  C.  B.  D.  Hanlmi7,  Jfwt^ 

Address  In  Answer  to  the  SpeetA,  48 
Navy- ChapUin  Genn«l,  1006 

Trade  with  Foreign  Natioiu,  Select  Com- 
miltee  on 

<taestion,  Mr.  W.  E.  Fonter;  Aniwor,  Mr. 
UorsbU;  long dstate tlwreon  Jfir IT.  1860 

Tkeekritb,  Ifr.  !£.,  Coventry 
Franofr— Commeroial  Treaty  with,  1748 

Tbieuwitt,  Sir  J.  S.,  Tttvistoei 

Army  EstimaXes-r-Land  Forces,  1780,  1798, 
1706 ;— Pay  and  AUowanoea,  Araaadt.  18S1, 
1883  ^-Martial  Uw,  19T4,  1976  Disem- 
bodied MiUtia,  1977 

New  Zealand— ProeUunation  of  the  Qovernor, 
1T4S 

Ttower,  Depn^  Liantonanoyortho^  1044 


Trinity  Board—  Steam  Tvge  _ 
Qmotion.   Mr.  Cave ;  Aaewer,- w,' 
Oihsen  JAr  6, 1117 
3  Z 


TUR        UNI     .    (  I  R  D  B  X  )  Uia  YIL 


Tta-ley  and  Portia — The  Boundary  Negi- 
tiatuma 

Itotion  for  an  Addnu  for  "  Copjr  of  tbe  Treat/ 
eoDelndml  at  Erzeronm  bMween  Turkey  and 
Persia  id  October  18i7."  ftnd  otbw  Papert 
(ViteoutU  Stratford  de  Rsddige)  Mar  16 
1737 ;  after  iWt  debate*  Motion  withdram 

QoMtioo,  Mr.  Weetera;  Answer,  Sir  GeMve 
Grejr  Ftb  10, 137 

ZMon  of  Benefices  Aet — 8t,  Bm^,  Oraee- 
ehweh  Street,  and  AUhaUow$t  Lorn- 
lord  Street 
(^aeetioa,  Mr.  Crawford ;  Aniwar,  Mr.  S.  P. 
Bonmie^efrl7,8St 

Vvim  of  BeneflcM  Aet  Amendment  BfU 

*.  Motion  for  leave  {Mr.  E.  P.  Bouverie)  Mar  9, 
1408 

Amendt.  to  leare  out  from  "That"  and 
add  the  words  "  an  bumble  Address  be  pre- 
•anted  to  Her  Migestf,  that  She  will  be  gra. 
dondj  pleaeed  to  nve  dlreetioni  that  tMre 
be  lud  before  this  Honse,  Owpiet  of  the  Order 
in  Conneil  of  the  Istdayof  Norember,  18M, 
for  the  remoTal  of  the  (^nreh  of  St.  Benet's, 
Graoeehnroh  Street : 

"  And,  of  all  the  Correspondence  on  the  sabjeet 
between  the  Arebdeacon  of  London  and  the 
Uembert  ot  the  Chareh  Estates  Commiss- 
ars" {Mr.  BtAbari),  1 4S0 

^tsestion  proposed,  "That  the  words.  Ae.:" 
after  short  debate,  Qneition  put ;  A.  SI, 
N.II;  M. 10 

Union  Cha]^:eabi]i1y  BiU 

{Mr.  CP.  ViUien.Sir  George  Or€t/) 
«.  Motion  Ibr  leare  (Mr.  C.  P,  ViaUrt\  198 
BUI  orderad;  after  debate  read  l"  Feb  20 

[BUI  31] 

Union  Officers  (Ireland)  Snperanniution 

Bill  {Sir  Bobert  Peel,  Mr.  C.  P.  ViUiert) 
«.  Bill  orderad  ;  read  V  Mar  7        [BUI  33] 
R«ad  3*  after  debate  Mar  17. 1907 

JOhited  Statet 
CanaOaaiutthe  Uniied Stales^ Drealieebetweeit, 
Amendt.  on  Committee  of  Supply  Fei  10, 
*'  Address  Ibr  Papers  and  Oorrespundenee  re- 
lative to  tbe  netioe  given  hj  tbe  OoTemment 
of  the  United  States  of  North  America  to 
terminate  tbe  Convention  under  which  Eng- 
land and  tbe  United  States  mutually  agreed 
not  to  lit  out  Naval  Armaments  upon  the 
<>awidian  Lakes ;  alee  respee^gtbe  abren- 
tion  of  tbe  Trealy  of  Comoieree  between  Uie 
Provinces  of  British  North  Amerioa  and  the 
United  Stales  hj  the  late  Lord  Elgin  "  (Sir 
John  WaUh).  Ml  i  after  short  debate, 
Amendt.  withdrawn 
Ameodt.  on  Committee  of  Sapply  Fd>  17,  "  Mo- 
tion for  Copies  of  all  Papers  in  the  posseuion 
of  Her  Majesty's  GoverDOieot,  respecting 
tbe*  Reciprocity  Treaty,'  an<l  the  'Bonding 
Act,'  of  dates  sabeeqnent  to  December,  1861" 
iMr.  WiaUm),  410 ;  Amewtt.  withdrawn 


UitUed  Statee—wmt. 

Britith  Embatty  at  Waekinffton,  Question,  Mr. 
Watkin  ;  Answa>,  Ur.  Layard       17,  318 

Claim  far  Qmpeniatim,  ftuestiiHis,  Lord  IUk 
bert  Cecil  and  Mr.  Bright ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Layard  Mir  0,1373 

Confederate  Siatet  Crutseri,QDeation,  Mr.  Shaw 
Lerevre  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Layard  Mar  3,  1044 

Extradition  Treaty  The,  Question,  Lord  Ro- 
bert Cecil ;  Answer,  The  Attorney  Genenl 
Mar  13, 1037 

Posspert  Syetewif  QnesUon,  Mr.  Vatkio ;  An- 
swer. Mr.  Cardwell  Fe&  34,  060 

See  JtriUA  jPterUtAmeriea 

I/nweriitjf  of  London 
Qnestioa,  lb.  Grant  Doff:  Answer,  Mr.  Cowrcr 
JfiirlO,1478 

Valuation  of  Lande  and  Sartiagea  {Seatf 
land) 

Select  Committee  appointed*  {Mir.  Dimlop) 
Feb  84, 733 

On  Mareh  8,  CMnmittee  nonunated  as  lid^ 
Iowa :— Mr.  Dnnlop,  Mr.  Baxter,  Mr.  Blaek- 
bum,  Mr.  Edward  Pleydell  Bouverie,  Lord 
George  Cavendish,  Sir  Edward  GolebnxAe, 
Major  Camming  Bruce,  Mr,  Dalglish,  Co- 
lonel Douglas  Pennant,  Sir  William  Dunbar, 
Sir  James  Fergusson,  Mr.  William  Leslie, 
Mr.  Maekie,  Sir  Graham  Montgomoy,  BIr. 
SmoUeU 

Vavce,  Ur.  J..  IhMin  City 
Clonprieat,  Ac.  Benefices  (Ireland^  Retnmi 

moved  for,  849 
Ireland — Constabulary — Clething,  800 

Vanstttabt,  Mr.  W.,  Windeor 
India— Sanitary  State  of  Calcutta.  838;— 
Native  ArtiUery.  1118     Nawab  of  tbe  Car- 
natio  —  Aseem  Jab,  1004,  Comm.  moved  for, 
1693 

Pnbllo  Offiorn  (Site  and  Apinaehes),  Leme. 


Yeevet,  Sir  H,,  Buckingham 

Army  Estimates— Land  Foreee,  1794  i—Faj 
and  AUowanees,  188^  1999 Martial  Law, 

1976 

Army — Beeruiting,  Commission  moved  for,  OM 
Daobies  of  Scbleswig  and  Bolst^,  749 
Navy— Chaplain  Oeneral,  lOOS 
Polaad— Afhin  o^  Bee.  1836 

ViLLiERfl,  Kigbt  Hon.  C.  P.  (Chief  Com- 
miBsioner  of  tbe  Poor  Law  Bond), 
Wolverhampton 
Agrlenltnral  Pariuasi  Betnru  moved  for,  8S0, 
831,  ISOt 

Greenwich  Union  —  Cases  of  Maiy  Moriaiiy 

and  others,  007 
Irish  Paupers,  Removal  of,  84 
Medical  OAoera  of  Poor  Law  Unions,  S80 
Metropolitan  Uooseless  Poor,  Leave,  8001 
Mines  and  Timber,  Bating  or,  600 
Night  Refuges  (Metropolis),  1980 
Poor  Law  Secretary,  Kes.  409  i 
PoorUw  Uoioos.1116  .LiOOQIC 
Union  ObaifcaluUty,  Leave,  468  O 


WAK       WBS       (BBSBION.  1865)  W£B 

WsraicBAiB,  If arqoesB  of 


Will 


WahfiM  Cfaol 
ObMrmlioai,  l£r.  N«ato;  debate  Umimd 
IfoS,  1087 


WiLCOTT,  Admiral  J.  B.,  Chrittehtirch 
Ibvy  EiHnwIw  Mm  and  Bori^  1887 

WupoLB,  Bight  Hon.  8.  H.,  CMth^ 
Ukwertitjf 
Army  EvtinuitM— Lud  ForoM,  181^  1810 
Britidi  Mnnnm.  1M4 
Ooarti  of  Joitiee  BalMliw,  Sa.  W,  396 
Liwrpool  Uflaiuiii&  SbTiM 
BaUwi^L(«bdittioii,SM 

Wauh,  Bir  J.  B.f  JKKtnorMftrtf 
Ounda  and  tha  Unitad  Stataa,  Paaon  mond 

Sue,  Ul 

Walisb,  lb.  J.,  Serktkire 
Ooorta  of  Joitioe,  New,  Sito,  308 
EdMatioD,  Ooflun.  mend  fbr.  808 
Iliioii^  Lean^  S19 ;  SB.  IMS 

WuuTBR,  Itr.  E.,  Ifbrtekk 
Gnat  Tarmonth  Boronrii,  HaTCn  and  Tort, 
SR.  AoMBdl.  744 

Watgnoorh  Sill 
QBWtion,  Mr.  Ftrraad ;  Aimrar,  Mr.  Milner 
Gibaon  Mar  8, 1043 

WaUrworU  Bwnobn 
QneaUon.  Mr.  Fornad ;  Anmr,  Kr  GaoMo 
GnrMS8,«00 

WATKnr,  Ut.  £.  W.,  Stoclcport 
Juemj  Eitimatea — Land  Foroei.  1811 ; — Maan- 

froturing  DcpartuwDts,  1900, 1903 
BriUah  EmbM^  at  Waahington,  318 
Caaada  — Dehnoaa  of— OoImmI  ivenW  Report, 
1598 

Coorte  of  Jastioe  Conoentration  (Sito),  lo- 

■traotion  to  Comm.  080 
Fublio  OfDooa  (Site  and  ApproaoheB),  LeaTO, 

1303 

United  State*— Tba  Redprod^  Traa^,  Pa- 
pan  nored  fbr,  410 Paiiport  Syitan.  MO 
Volnotoer  Offloarij  IMS 

WATS  AND  UEAN8 
CooBidered  in  CommKte*  Jfiir  18— £170,800, 
ConaoUdated  Fnnd 

WxsTBVBTf  Lord— «M  Chaitcbllob,  The 
Lord 

Westxbh,  Kr.  T.  Suttoh-,  Maidon 
BagUtraUon  of  Ooanty  Voton.  1470 
TarnpUto  Traat^  187 

WmI  India  and  Pacific  SUamthip  Com' 
pany't  MaU  CcntiwU 
Qoettion.  Bfr.  Cava ;  Annrar,  Bfr.  Fad  Mar  80, 
1991 


JTMitninttfiT  Bridge  (Mstropolis) 
(lomtioa,  Mr.  Lo^e;  Anawer,  Mr.  Cowper 
FA  18, 308 


Army — Recruiting,  Gommiuion  moved  fyr,  088 
Edooation,  Comm.  mored  for,  938 
Metropolitan  Police  Rate,  1004.  1900 
Monastic  and    Conrentaal  EatabUdiinenta, 
Comm.  moved  for,  1064, 1071 

Whabrczjvfb,  Lord 
Oanada^Deftnoaa  of— Cokmol  Jerrola*  Reporis 
489 

Nnih  Weat  Territov— Britiih  North  Amariea, 
88S 

WmTBBBAn,  2£r.  S.,  Beifwd 
Navjr  Estimataa— Meaand  Bori.  1450 

Whitb.  Mr.  J.,  SrighUm 
Afriean  Mcrebut'a  Companjr,  Snbsidjr  to,  747 
Bank  Notes  luoe,  3R.  «18 
Bnuil — Diplomatic  RelatiooB  witti,  1360 
Canada^ — Defeoocs  of— CoIonelJeiToia' Report. 
1587 

Financial  Statement,  1534 

Foreign  Statiatici,  958 

Franoe— Commercial  Treaty  vitb,  1703 

India— Nawab  of  tbe  Gamatle— Aioam  Jah— 

Formd  Siffnatorea,  Report,  1787 
Malt.  Rob.  1357 
TaxeB  in  Barope,  958 

Trade  with  Foreign  Nations,  Sdeot  Committee 
00,  1800 

WHiTBgisB,  Bt  Hon.  jr.,  DhUm  ZTnnw-nto 

Bel&st— RioU  at,  804,  881, 878, 883 

Court  of  Chancery  (Ireland)  (Mo.  9),  Leave, 

307 ;  2a.  1037 
Ireland — Medical  Officers  in  TJaioDB,  Bos.  1532 
Patmt  Office— Alleged  irregnlaritiea  in  Uie, 

1188 

Pabllo  Oflkea  (Site  and  Approaohes),  Leave, 
1806 

WnxiAMSoK,  Sir  H.,  IhtrKamt  N. 
Addreaa  in  Answer  to  tha  Spoeeh,  40 

WiLLouQHBT,  Sir  H.  P.,  EeeiSum 
Baokof  IraUnd.  3R.  403 
Banks  of  laiue,  Res.  104 
Oonrts  of  Justice  Building,  Leave,  177 ;  Comm. 

Amendt.  601,605,607 
GuDS  for  Coast  Defenoes,  1931 
India — Nawab  of  tbe  Caroatio — Aaeom  Jalh— 

Formd  Sigoatures,  Report,  1787 
Nav7  Estimates— Men  and  Boyi^  1481 
New  Zealand,  1740 
Poor  Law  Seeretarjr,  Res.  468 
PnUio  Aoeounts,  Coiamlttoe  nominated,  400 
Pablio  Offices  (Site  and  Approaofaea],  Lmve, 

1303 

SoppI;— Rmtemption  of  tbe  ScboMt  ToUM40« 


WIIC 


WOR 


f  I  K  D  B  X 


After  Statemeoi  IVUeoutdBmy)  Seooad  Read- 
ing  ihfaiiBd  au  Twwhy  8m  Mwh  FOt  tl, 
i»8 

Wood,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  G.  (Seontery  of 
State  for  India),  SaUfax 

AddnM  ia  Answer  to  the  ^ieeoh,  81 
lodU— TaltM^dars  ud  ColUnton  of  Onde, 
138;  —  Diftriot  JadgM.  304 ;  —  AflUra  of 
BhooUn,  307 :— Moorings  kt  C»loatta,  907  : 
— Prin  Vioavj,  209 Suitarr  SUto  of 
CalonttaL.  3SS Klrwoo  Prixo  Money,  389»— 
DbiiiftetiiiK  Powder  for,  450 Madni  Irri- 
ntiw  Companjr.  098;  —  NAvigatioB  of  the 
Qod»T«7,  MS Natira  ArtUlerr,  1118.*— 
Nawab  of  the  Carutie — Axaem  Jab,  Coaun. 
moved  for,  1708 ;— Albin  of  Oode,  1831  ;— 
Bomber  Baek  Bajr  Shacei,  1961,  19&S 
Pnblio  Ottoee  (Site  aad  Amroaohea),  Lean, 

isoa.1307 
WorihMimt  AfuHoiu  PaU&ttii  in 

QBeetion,  Oolmtel  Nwth;  Aniwer,  YiNomt 
EafteU  Jfitr  18, 1598 


JTre^  tmd  CamaUiegf  .dittraet  of 
tkneeUoa,  Ur.  Cm;  Answer,  Mr.  IGlon' 
Gibwm  Aft  16,887 


QneatioD,  Mr.  Kekewiob  ;  Answer,  llr.  Mikier 
GOwon  Fe^  31, 499 


cBOlorderad  ;r«ad  V  FA  88,038    [Bill  411 
R«ad8**^«fr84 

Vrits  Begifltntioii,  ftc.  (Scotland)  BUI 

( Jfr.  Damltp,  Sir  J.  Ferymtmm,  Jfr*  -BiMteMn} 
«.  Motion  for  LeaTs  (Jfr.  Iho^),  951 
Bffl  ordared ;  after  debate  read  1*  *  Jfor  1 

[BiU43] 

WnrsHuc,  Hon.  P.  8.,  CtonMmi,  V. 
Army  FnHmstM  Paj"  Mid  Allowaneai,  1VS7 


SRRATOM. 

F)«t  IfiW,  line  Si,  >-  Mr  Tmomu  Bum  iwkI  Mr.  T.  G.  Bunra. 


£KI>  OF  TOLUHE  GLXXTn..  Aim  FIB8T  TOLUHE  OF  THE 
SESSION  18(5. 
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